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PREFACE.
T ONCE
-*

delivered an address before a

Lodge on

subject of the external

tlie

changes which Freemasonry had undergone since the period of

the

commencement of the eighteenth

its

revival in

The proper treatment of the

century.

topic

required a reference to German, to French, and to English authorities, with some

of which I

am

afraid that

of the address, a

many

young and

of

my

intelligent brother inquired of

obtain access to the works which I

had

cited,

as well as of the facts that they detailed,

my reply was

probable that

At the close
me how he could

auditors were not familiar.

and of many of which he

he now heard

not altogether satisfactory

;

confessed,

for the first time.

for I told

him

It is

that I

knew

of no course that he could adopt to attain that knowledge except the one that had

been pursued by myself, namely, to spend his means in the purchase of Masonic

books and his time in reading them.

But there

are few

the purchase of

and

men who have

the means, the time, and the inclination for

numerous books, some of them

costly

and

be obtained,

difficult to

is

necessary to master any

thought that, just ten years ago, suggested to

me the task of collecting

for the close

and attentive reading of them which

given subject.
It

was

this

materials for a

might consult

work which, under one

its

cover,

would furnish every Mason who

pages the means of acquiring a knowledge of all matters connected

with the science, the philosophy, and the history of his Order.

But I was

also led to the prosecution of this

I had myself learned, from the experience of

work by a higher

my

consideration.

early Masonic

life,

that the

character of the Institution was elevated in every one's opinion just in proportion
to the

and

amount of knowledge that he had acquired of

its

symbolism, philosophy,

history.

If Freemasonry was not at one time patronized
the depths of

its

and

learned,

it

was because
If

symbolic science and philosophy had not been sounded.

now becoming elevated and popular
elevation

by the

in the estimation of scholars,

that popularity to the labors of those

who have

it

it is

owes that

studied

its

Intel-
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lectual system

and given the

The

result of their studies to the world.

scholar

from the perusal of Webb's MoniUyr, or the Hieroglyphic Chart of Cross,

will rise

with no very exalted appreciation of the literary character of the Institution

But should he have met with

of which such works profess to be au exponent.

even Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry, or Town's SpecukUive Masonry, which are

among

the earlier products of Masonic literature, he will be conscious that the

system which could
Oliver

material for such works must be worthy of investigation.

aflTord

not alone in the belief that the higher elevation of the Order

is

attributed " almost solely to the judicious publications on the subject of

is

to be

Freema-

sonry which have appeared during the present and the end of the last century."
It is the press that is elevating the

placing

on

it

in the

rank of

principles, the

its

At no

more

its

is

the labor of

that

its

scholars that

is

published by scholarly pens

is

intellectual character been

At no time have

than at the present day.

more

it

;

will other scholars be attracted to its investigation.

time, indeed, has

science with

Order

The more

sciences.

assiduity.

more justly appreciated

membei"s generally cultivated

its

At no time have they been more

endeavor to obtain a due enlightenment on

all

its

zealous in the

the topics which

its

system

comprehends.
It

was the desire

to give

my contribution

towards the elevation of the Order, by

aiding in the dissemination of some of that light and knowledge which are not
so easy of access, that impelled

of this

work — a task which

for the last three years, I

mitted but

little

And now

me

I have steadily toiled to accomplish, and at which,

have wrought with unintermitted labor that has per-

time for other occupation, and none for recreation.

I present to

my

bretliren the result not only of tliose years of toil, but

of more than thirty years of study and research
at least I hope, supply

that

is

required to

them with the materials

make a Masonic

scholar.

considered as more than elementary.
afford time to

commence the preparation

ten yeai-s ago to

— a work which

for acquiring

will, I trust, or

a knowledge of much

Encyclopsedic learning

is

not usually

But knowing that but few Masons can

become learned scholars

in our art

by au

entire devotion to

its

study, I have in important articles endeavored to treat the subject exhaustively,

and

iu all to give that

amount of information that must make future ignorance

altogether the result of disinclination to learn.

I do not present this

work

as perfect, for I well

of perfection can never be attained by
circumstances, I have sought to
are, for the

work

I

excuse

it

know that

effort.

the culminating point

But, under

as perfect as I could.

most part, the result of the conjoined labor of many

have had no

my

make

human

errors

—

help.

Every

article

for I hold that

was written by myself.

many

adverse

Encyclopcedias
writers.

In

this

I say this not to

no author should wilfully permit an error to
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pollute his pages

— but

rather to account for those that

endeavored to commit none.

would correct them

but

;

vii

let

may

exist.

If I

knew them, I

Doubtless there are some.

him who

discovers

I

have

them remember that they have

been unwittingly committed in the course of an exhaustive and unaided task.

One of the
and

inevitable results of preparing a

number of

so large a

articles

of a few from their proper places.

plement; and where any
inspector

work containing

arranged in alphabetical order

is

the omission

These, however, have been added in a Sup-

article is not

found in the body of the work, the

requested to refer to the Supplement, where

is

so great a variety

it

probably be

will

discovered.

For twelve months,

too, of the

time in which I have been occupied upon this

work, I suffered from an affection of the sight, which forbade

During that

purposes of study.
consulted under

was done under

period,

now happily

my direction by the willing
my dictation by their hands.

often painted of the blind

eyes of

all

my

daughters

but

;

it

those who, with willing hearts, could

of no import

;

come

work

at

his

who

to his assistance.

To

own organs

felt

M

in

that he had

the world this

all,

my

dedication should be

— To

Were I

is

to dedicate

Filial Affection.

Albeet G. Mackey, M. D.
1440

It

but I could not conscientiously close this prefatory address without

referring to this circumstance so gratifying to a parent's heart.
this

all writing

to his daughters.

to the father

was a time of gladness

—

I realized for a time the picture so

bard dictating his sublime verses

was a time of sorrow for the student who could not labor with
his vocation

use of the eyes for

passed, all authorities were

Street, Washington, D. C,

January

1,

1874.

AAEON

A.

Aaron. Hebrew pnx, Aharon, a word
of doubtful etymology, but generally supposed to signify a mountaineer. He was the
brother of Moses, and the first high priest
under the Mosaic dispensation, whence the
priesthood established by that lawgiver is
known as the " Aaronic." He is alluded
to in the English lectures of the second
degree, in reference to a certain sign which
is said to have taken its origin from the fact
that Aaron and Hur were present on the
hill from which Moses surveyed the battle
which Joshua was waging with the Amalekites, when these two supported the weary
arms of Moses in an upright posture, because upon his uplifted hands the fate of the
battle depended.
(See Exodus xvii. 10Aaron is also referred to in the latter
12.)
section of the Eoyal Arch degree in connection with the memorials that were deposited
in the ark of the covenant.
In the degree
of " Chief of the Tabernacle," which is the
23d of the Ancient and Accepted Eite, the
presiding officer represents Aaron, and is
styled " Most Excellent High Priest." In
the 24th degree of the same Kite, or " Prince
of the Tabernacle," the second oflScer or
Senior Warden also personates Aaron.

Aaron's Rod. The method by which
Moses caused a miraculous judgment as to
which tribe should be invested with the
priesthood, is detailed in the Book of Numbers (ch. xvii.).
He directed that twelve
rods should be laid up in the Holy of Holies
of the Tabernacle, one for each tribe ; that
of Aaron of course represented the tribe of
Levi.
On the next day these rods were
brought out and exhibited to the people,

and while

all

the rest remained dry and

withered, that of Aaron alone budded and
blossomed and yielded fruit. There is no

ABBKEVIATIONS

mention in the Pentateuch of this rod having been placed in the ark, but only that it
it.
But as St. Paul, or the
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, asserts
that the rod and the pot of manna were
both within the ark, Eoyal Arch Masons
have followed this later authority. Hence
the rod of Aaron is found in the ark but
its import is only historical, as if to identify the substitute ark as a true copy of the
original, which had been lost.
No symbol-

was put before

;

accompanies

ical instruction

Ab.

3N.

its

discovery.

The 11th month

1.

of the
to the

Hebrew civil year and corresponding

months July and August, beginning with

new moon of the former. 2. It is also a
Hebrew word, signifying/aiAer, and will be
readily recognized by every Mason as a component part of the name Hiram Abif, which
literally means Hiram his father. See Abif.
the

Abacus. A term which has been lately,
but erroneously, used in this country to
designate the oflBcial stafl' of the Grand MasThe word has no such
ter of the Templars.
meaning for an abacus is either a table used
;

for facilitating arithmetical calculations, or
is

in architecture the crowning plate of a
The Grand Mascapital.
haeulus, which see.

column and its
ter's staff was a

Abaddon. A Hebrew

word jnax,

signifying destruction. By the Eabbins it is
interpreted as the place of destruction, and is
the second of the seven names given by
them to the region of the dead. In the

rendered by the Greek
and means the
destroyer. In this sense it is used as a significant word in the high degrees.
AbbreTlations. Abbreviations of
technical terms or of official titles are of
very extensive use in Masonry. They were,

Apocalypse

word

it

is

'AnoTilviM, Apollyon,

1

ABBREVIATIONS

ABBREVIATIONS
however, but rarely employed in the earlier
Masonic publications. For instance, not
one is to oe found in the first edition of
Anderson's Oonsti'tviioiis. ^Vithin a comparatively recent period they have greatly
increased, especially among French writers,
and a familiarity with them is therefore
essentially necessary to the Masonic student.
Frequently, among English and always among French authors, a Masonic abbreviation is distinguished by three points,
.•., in a triangular form following the letter,
which peculiar mark was first used, according to Ragon, on the 12th of August, 1774,
by the Grand Orient of France, in an address to its subordinates. No authoritative
explanation of the meaning of these points
has been given, but they may be supposed
to refer to the three lights around the altar,
or perhaps more generally to the number
three, and to the triangle, both important
symbols in the Masonic system.
Before proceeding to give a list of the
principal abbreviations, it may be observed
that the doubling of a letter is intended to
express the plural of that word of which the
single letter is the abbreviation. Thus, in
French, F.: signifies " Frfere," or " Brother,"

and FF.-. " Frferes," or " Brothers."

And

in English, L.". is sometimes used to
denote " Lodge," and LL.\ to denote
" Lodges." This remark is made once for
all, because I have not deemed it necessary
to augment the size of the list of abbreviaIf the intions Toy inserting these plurals.
spector finds S.". G.". I.", to signify "Sovereign Grand Inspector," he will be at no loss
to know that SS.". GG.\ II.". must denote
" Sovereign Grand Inspectors."
A.'. Dep.". Anno DeposUionis.
In the
Year of the Deposite. The date used by
Royal and Select Masters.
Ancient and Accepted.
A.", and A.'.
Ancient Freemasons.
A.". F.'. M.\
A.'. F.'. and A.". M.'.
Accepted Mason.

A.'. Inv.'.

Anno

of the Discovery.

Ancient Free and

A.-. L.-. G.-. D.-. G.-. A.-. D.-. L'U.'.

A

du Qrand ArchUecte de V Univers.
To the Glory of the Grand Architect of the
la Oloire

(French.)

The

usual caption of

French Masonic documents.

A

r Orient.
At the East.
(French.) The seat of the Lodge.
A.', M.'. Anno Mundi.
In Uie Year of
the World. The date used in the Ancient
A.-.

L'O.-.

and Accepted

Rite.

Burning Bush.
C". Celestial Canopy.
H.-. Captain of the Host

B.". B.'.
C.-.
C.-.

D.\ Deputv.
6.: U.:

D.'. G.-.

P.-.

Deputy General

Grand High

Priest.
D.-. G.-. H.-. v.: Deputy Grand High
Priest.
D.-. G.-. M.-. Deputy Grand Master.
D.-. D.-. G.-. M.-. District Deputy Grand

Master.

E.\ Eminent Excellent.
E.". A.". Entered Apprentice.
;

Ec.". Ecossake.

(French.)

Scottish; be-

longing to the Scottish Rite.
E.". G.'. C". Eminent Grand Commander.
(French.) VulE.-. V.'. Ere Vulgaire.
gar Era Year of the Lord.
F.\ Frere. Brother. (French.)
F.-. C.-. Fellow Craft.
Old Style.
F.-. M.-. Free Mason.
G.-. Grand.
G.-. A.-. 0.-. T.-.TJ.-. Grand Architect of
the Universe.
G.'. C.\ Grand Chapter; Grand Council.
G.\ Com.". Grand Commandery Grand
;

;

Commander.
G.". E.". Grand Encampment; Grand
East.
G.". G.".

C". General Grand Chapter.
General Grand High

G.". G.'. H.-. P.".

Grand High Priest.
Grand Lodge.
M.-. Grand Master.
O.-. Grand Orient."
R.". A.". C". Grand Royal Arch

G.-. H.". P.".
G.". L.'.
G.".
G.".

G.".

Chapter.
H.". A.". B.-. Hiram Abif.
H.". E.". Holy Empire.
111.". Illustrious.
I.". N.". R.". I.'.
lems Nazarenus, Rex
ludceorum.
(Latin.)
Jesus of Nazai-eth,

King of the Jews.

In the Year
The date used by Royal

Inventionis.

Arch Mason.
A.'. h.\ Anno Luck. In the Year of Light.
The date used by Ancient Craft Masons.

Universe.

A.-. Y.-. M.-. Ancient York Mason.
B.'. A.-. Buisson Anicnie. Burning Bush.

I.-.

T.". N.". O.". T.". G.". A.-. O.-. T.". U.".

In the Name of the Grand Architect of the
Universe. Often forming the caption of
Masonic documents.
J.". W.". Junior Warden.
K.". King.

K — H.".

Kadosh, Knight of Kadosh,

K.". M.". Knight of Malta.
K.-. T.". Knight Templar.
L.".

Lodge.

LL.". Lodges.
M.". Mason.
M.". C". Middle Chamber.
M.-. E.-. Most Eminent; Most Excellent.
M.'. E.". G.". H.". P.". Most Excellent

Anno Ordinis. In the Year of Grand High Priest.
the Order.
The date used by Knights
M.". E.-. G.-. M.", Most Eminent Grand
A.'. O.'.

Templars.

Mastei", (of

Knights Templars.)

:

ABDA

ABIF

Mire Loge. (French.)

M.". L.-.

Mother

Lodge.
M.'. M.'. Master Mason.
M.". M.'. Mois Magonnique.

(French.)

Masonic Month. March is the first Masonic
month among French Masons.
M.-. W.-. Most Worshipful.
O.-. Orient.
OB.-. Obligation.
P.-. M.-. Past Master.
P.'. S.'.

Principal Sojourner.

E.". A.". Eoyal Arch.
R.*. 0.'. or E.-. f.-. Eose

Appended

Croix.

to the signature of one having that degree.

Eight Eminent.

E.'. E.'.
E.'.

Bespectabk Frtre.

F.'.

(French.)

Worshipful Brother.
,

R.". Li.\ or E.'. cm .". Respectable Loge.
(French.)
Worshipful Lodge.
E.-. W.-. Eight Worshipful.
S.-.

Scribe.

S.'. C.'.
S.'.

Supreme Council.

G.*. 1.'.

G.\ Sovereign Grand In-

spector General.
S.-.

P.-. E.-. S.-.

Sublime Prince of the

Eoyal Secret.

Abdaiuon.

The name of the orator
in the 14th degree of the Eite of Perfection,
or the Sacred Vault of James VI. It means
a servant, from abad, "to serve," although
somewhat corrupted in its transmission into
the rituals. Lenning says it is the Hebrew
Habdamon, " a servant ; " but there is no
such word in Hebrew.
Abelites. A secret Order which existed about the middle of the 18th century
in Germany, called also "the Order of
Abel." The organization was in possession
of peculiar signs, words, and ceremonies of
initiation, but, according to Gadicke [Freimaurer Lexicon), it had no connection with
Freemasonry.
Abibalk. In the Elu of the French
Eite, the name of the chief of the three
assassins.
Derived most probably from

Hebrew obi and balah, 'JX and j^'ja,
which raean father of destruction. Lenning,

the

following the Thuileur de I'Fcossisme of
Delaunay, makes it signify from the same
roots, but in defiance of the rules of Hebrew construction, " he who destroys the
father."

Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of

Abide by. See Stand to and abide by.
Abif. An epithet which has been ap-

S.-. 8.-. S.-- Troisfois Salut.
(French.)
Thrice greeting.
common caption to

plied in Scripture to that celebrated builder
who was sent to Jerusalem by King Hiram,
of Tyre, to superintend the construction of
the Temple. The word, which in the original Hebrew is V2Ni ^"^ which may be
pronounced Abiv or Abif, is compounded
of the noun in the construct-state ^^H,
Abi, meaning " father," and the pronominal suflSx 1, which, with the preceding
vowel sound, is to be sounded as iv or
" his " so that the
if, and which means

8.'. S.'.

Holies.

A

French Masonic circulars or

letters.

W.'. Senior Warden.
T.-. C.-. F.-. Trh Chere Frire.
Very Dear Brother.
8.'.

T.-. G.-. A.-. O.-. T.-.

U.-.

(French.)

The Grand

Architect of the Universe.
V.\ or Ven.'. Venerable. (French.)

Wor-

shipful.
V.'. L.'. Vraie

lumUre.

(French.)

True

v.". W.'.

Very Worshipful.

W.'. M.". Worshipful Master.

Lodge.
Lodges.
Ji Prefixed to the signature of a Knight
J Templar or a member of the A. and
A. Scottish Eite below the 33d degree.
J^ Prefixed to the signature of a Grand
7y or Past Grand Commander of
^"^
Knights Templars or a Mason of
the 33d degree in the Scottish Eite.
f^ Prefixed to the signature of a
>
f^* Grand or Past Grand Master of
'r Knights Templars and the Grand
Commander of the Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite.
Abda. A word used in some of the
high degrees. He was the father of Adoni1

I

;

word thus compounded Abif

light.

.•.

f-gil

.•.

ram.

(See 1 Kings iv. 6.)
Lenning is
wrong in saying that he is represented by
one of the officers in the degree of Master
in Israel.
He has confounded Abda with
his son.

(Ikcyo, der Freimaur.)

literally

and

grammatically signifies "his father." The
word is found in 2 Chronicles iv. 16, in
" The pots also,
the following sentence
shovels, and the flesh hooks, and
all their instruments did Huram his father
:

and the

make

to

King Solomon."

of this verse

Shelomoh

is

The

latter -part

in the original as follows

lumelech

Abif

Huram

gnasah

Luther has been more literal in his version of this passage than the English translators, and appearing to suppose that the
word Abif is to be considered simply as an
appellative or surname, he preserves the

Hebrew

form, his translation being as fol" Machte Huram Abif dem Konige
Salomo." The Swedish version is equally
exact, and, instead of " Hiram his father,"
gives us " Hyram Abiv." In the Latin Vulgate, as in the English version, the words
are rendered " Hiram pater ejus." I have
little doubt that Luther and the Swedish

lows

:

ABLE

ABIF
translator were correct in treating the word
Abi/sLS an appellative. In Hebrew, the word
ab, or " fether," is often used, honoris causa,
as a title of respect, and may then signify
friend, counseilor, wise man, or something
Thus, Dr.
else of equivalent character.
Clarke, commenting on the word abrtch, in
" Father seems to
Grenesis xli. 43, says
:

have been a name of

oflSce,

and probably

of the dative for the accusative after transitive verbs.
Thus, in Jeremiah (xl. 2), we
have such a construction rai/akach nib
tabachim riremijahii : that is, literally, "and
the captain of the guards took for Jeremiah," where the h, I, or for, is a Chaldaism
and redundant, the true rendering being,
" and tlie captain of the gu.-irds took Jeremiah." Other similar jiassages are to be
:

opic it ia spoken of one who excels in anything. This idiomatic custom was pursued

found in Lamentations iv. 5, Job v. 2, etc.
In like manner I suppose the S before
Huram, which the English translators have
rendered by the preposition " of," to be
redundant and a Chaldaic form, and then
the sentence should be read thus ; " I have
sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, Huram my father " or if considered as an appellative, as it should be,
" Huram Abi."
From all this I conclude that the word
Ab, with its diflerent suffixes, is always used

by the

in the

father of the Jtiityor father of Pharaoh might
signify the same as the kinfs minister
among us." And on the very passage in
which this word Abif is used, he says:
" Diii fatJier, is often used in Hebrew to
signiiy master, inventor, chief operator."
Gresenius, the distinguished Hebrew lexicographer, gives to this word similar significations, such as benefactor, master, teacher,

and says that in the Arabic and the Ethi-

later

Hebrews, for Buxtorf

tells us,

in his Talmudic Lexicon, that " among the
Talmudists abba, father, was always a title
of honor," and he quotes the following remarks from a treatise of the celebrated

Maimonides, who, when speaking of the
grades or ranks into which the Rabbinical
doctors were divided, says " The first class
consists of those each of whom bears his
own name, without any title of honor the
:

;

second of those who are called Jiabbanim ;
and the third of those who are called Rabbi,
and the men of this class also receive the
cognomen of Abba, Father."
Again, in 2 Chronicles ii, 13, Hiram, the
king of Tyre, referring to the same Hiram,
the widow's son, who is spoken of subsequently in reference to King Solomon as
" his father," or Abif in the passage already
cited, writes

to

Solomon

"

:

And now

I

have sent a cunning man, endued with
understanding, of Huram my father's."
The only diflSculty in this sentence is to be
found in the prefixing of the letter lamed
S, before Huram, which has caused our
translators, by a strange blunder, to render
the words V Huram abi, as meaning "of
Huram my father's," * instead of " Huram
my father." Luther has again taken the
correct view of this subject, and translates
the word as an appellative " So sonde ich
nun einen weisen Mann, der Berstand hat,
Huram Abif; " that is, " So now I send you
a wise man who has understanding, Huram
Abif." The truth I suspect is, although it
has escaped all the commentators, that the
lamed in this passage is a Chaldaism which
is sometimes used by the later Hebrew
writers, who incorrectly employ S, the sign
:

* It may be remarked tliat this could not be
the true meaning, for the father of King Hiram
was not another Hiram, but Abibaal.

;

Books of Kings and Chronicles, in

reference to
of respect.

Hiram

tiie

builder, as a title

When King Hiram spe4iks of
him he calls him " my father Hiram,"
Hiram Abi; and when the writer of the
Book of Chronicles is speaking of him and
King Solomon in the same passage, he calls
him "Solomon's father"
"his father,"
Hiram Ab\f. The only difference is made by

—

the different appellation of the pronouns my
and his in Heorew. To both the kings of
Tyre and of Judah he bore the honorable
re'lation of Ab, or " father," equivalent to
friend, counsellor, or minister.
He was
" Father Hiram." The Masons are therefore perfectly correct in refusing to adopt
the translation of the English version, and
in preserving, after the example of Luther,
the word Abif as an appellative, surname,
or title of honor and distinction bestowed
upon the chief builder of the 'Temple.
Ablraui. One of the traitorous craftsmen, whose act of perfidy forms so important a part of the third degree, receives iu
some of the high degrees tiie name of Abiram AMrop. These words certainly have a
Hebrew look ; but the significant words of
Masonry have, in the lapse of time and in
their transmission through ignorant teachers, become so corrupted in form that it is
almost impossible to trace them to any intelligent root.
They may be Hebrew or
they may be anagraminatized (see Anagram) but it is only chance that can give
us the true meaning which they undoubtedly have.
Able. There is an archaic use of the
word able to signify suitable. Thus, Chaucer
says of a monk that " he was able to ben an
abbot," that is, suitable to be an abbot.
In this sense the old manuscript Constitutions constantly employ the word, as when
they say that the apprentice should be
;

:

:

ABLUTION

ABRAHAM

"able of birth and limbs as he ought to
be," that is, that he should be of birth
suitable for a member of the Craft, and of
limbs suitable to perform the labors of a

word was given by the secretary to the new
member, viz. JEden, signifying the garden
where Adam, the great aboriginal, was
:

formed.

Then the secretary invested him with
the sign, viz. resting his right hand on
his left side, signifying the first conjunction
Mysteries and under the Mosaic dispensa- of harmony.
It is also employed in some of the
tion.
It had no connection with Freemasonry,
high degrees of Masonry.
The better but was simply one of those numerous imitechnical term for this ceremony is lustra- tative societies to which that Institution has
tion, which see.
given rise.
Abnet. The band or apron, made of
Abrac. In the Leland MS. it is said
fine linen, variously wrought, and worn by that the Masons conceal "the wey of wynthe Jewish priesthood. It seems to have ninge the facultye of Abrac." Mr. Locke
been borrowed directly from the Egyptians, (if it was he who wrote a commentary on
upon the representations of all of whose the manuscript) says, " Here I am utterly
gods is to be found a similar girdle. Like in the dark." It means simply " the way
the zennaar, or sacred cord of the Brah- of acquiring the science of Abrac."
The
mins, and the white shield of the Scandi- science of Abrac is the knowledge of the
navians, it ia the analogue of the Masonic power and use of the mystical abraxas^
apron.
which see.
Aborigines. A secret society which
Abracadabra. A term of incantaexisted in England about the year 1783, tion which was formerly worn about the
and of whose ceremony of initiation the neck as an amulet against several diseases,
following account is contained in the Brit- especially the tertian ague. It was to be
ish Magazine of that date.
The presiding written on a triangular piece of parchment
officer, who was styled the Original, thus
in the following form
addressed the candidate

craftsman.

Ablution. A ceremonial purification
by washing, much used in the Ancient

:

:

Original. Have you
made an Original?

faith

enough

to

be

Candidate. I have.
Original. Will you be conformable to all
honest rules which may support steadily
the honor, reputation, welfare, and dignity
of our ancient undertaking?

Candidate. I will.
Original.
Then, friend, promise me that
you will never stray from the paths of
Honor, Freedom, Honesty, Sincerity, Prudence, Modesty, Reputation, Sobriety, and

True Friendship.

ABRACADABRA
ABRACADABR
ABRACADAB
ABRACADA
ABRAOAD
ABRACA
ABRAC
ABRA
ABR
AB
A
It is said that it first occurs in the Car-

men de Morbis

et Remediis of Q. Serenus
done, the crier of the court com- Sammonicus, a favorite of the Emperor
manded silence, and the new member, being Severus in the 2d and 3d centuries, and is
uncovered, and dropping on his right knee, generally supposed to be derived from the
had the following oath administered to him word abraxas. Higgins, (Celt. DnCids, p.
by the servant, the new member laying his 246,) who is never in want of an etymology,
right hand on the Cap of Honor, and Nim- derives it from the Irish aAra, " god," and
cad, "holy," and makes abra-cad-abra,
rod holding a staff over his head
" You swear by the Gap of Honor, by therefore, signify abra
the holy
abra.
The founder of the Hethe Collar of Freedom, by the Coat of
Honesty, by the Jacket of Sincerity, by brew nation. The patriarch Abraham is
the shirt of Prudence, by the Breeches of personated in the degree or Order of High
Modesty, by the Garters of Keputation, by Priesthood, which refers in some of its certhe Stockings of Sobriety, and by the Steps emonies to an interesting incident in his
of True Friendship, never to depart from life. After the amicable separation of Lot
and Abraham, when the former was dwellthese laws."
Then rising, with the staff resting on his ing in the plain in which Sodom and ita
head, he received a copy of the laws from neighboring towns were situated, and the
the hands of the Grand Original, with these latter in the valley of Mamre near Hebron,
a king from beyond the Euphrates, whose
words, " Enjoy the benefits hereof."
He then delivered the copy of the laws name was Chedorlaomer, invaded lower
to the care of the servant, after which the Palestine, and brought several of the

Candidate. I do.

Which

—

Abrabam.

—

;

ABRAHAM

ABRAXAS

smaller states into a tributary condition.
Among these were the five cities of the
As the
plain, to which Lot had retired.
yoke was borne with impatience by these
cities, Chedorlaomer, accompanied by four
other kings, who were probably his tributaries, attacked and defeated the kings of
the plain, plundered their towns, and carried their people away as slaves. Among
those who suffered on this occasion was
Lot. As soon as Abraham heard of these
events, he armed three hundred and eighteen of his slaves, and, with the assistance
of Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, three Amoritish chieis, he pursued the retiring invaders, and having attacked them near the
Jordan, put them to flight, and then returned with all the men and goods that
had been recovered from the enemy. On
his way back he was met by Melchizedek,
the king of that place, and who was, like
Abraham, a worshipper of the true God.
Melchizedek refreshed Abraham and his
people with bread and wine; and while
consenting to receive back the persons who

Abraxas. Ba.silides, the head of the
Egyptian sect of Gnostics, taught that
there were seven emanations, or a^ons, from
the Supreme God; that these emanations
engendered the angels of the highest order
that these angels formed a heaven for their
habitation, and brought forth other angels

had been liberated from

Abraham to
Abraham positively
quested

captivity, he reretain the goods. But
reAised to retain any

of the spoils, although, by the customs of
the age, he was entitled to them, and declared that he had sworn that he would not
take " from a thread even to a shoelatchet."
Although the conduct of Abraham in this
whole transaction was of the most honorable and conscientious character, the incidents do not appear to have been introduced
into the ritual of the High Priesthood for
any other reason except that of their connection with Melchizedek, who was the
founder of an Order of Priesthood.

Abraham, Aiitolne Firmln. A
Mason who made himself notorious at Paris,
in the beginning of the present century, by
the manufacture and sale of false Masonic
diplomas and by trading in the higher de-

from which traffic he reaped tor some
time a plentiful harvest.
Tue Supreme
Council of France declared, in 1811, all his
diplomas and charters void and deceptive.
He is the author of " L'Art du Tuileur,
dedie k tous les Maqons des deux hemispheres," a small volume of 20 pages 8vo,
printed at Paris in 1803, and published
from 1800 to 1808 a periodical work entitled " Le Miroir de la vferite, dedi6 k tous
les Majons," 3 vols., 8vo.
This contains
many interesting details concerning the
history of Masonrv in France. In 1811
there was published at Paris a " Circulaire
du Supreme Conseil du 33e degr6, etc., relative k la vente, par le Sieur Abraham de
grades et cahiers MaQonniques," (8vo, 16
pp.,) from which it is evident that Abraham
was nothing else but a Masonic charlatan.
grees,

of a nature inferior to their own ; that in
time other heavens were formed and other
angels created, until the whole number
of angels and their respective heavens
amounted to 365, which were thus equal to
the number of days in a year and, finally,
inthat over all these" an omnipotent lord
preferior, however, to the Supreme Qod
;

—

—

whose name was Abraxas.
word Abraxas, in the numerical

sided,

Now this

force of
written in Greek, ABPAEA2,
amounts to 365, the number of words in the
Basilidean system, as well as the number
of days in the year, thus: A, 1.., B, 2.., P,
its letters

when

=

365. The
100.., A, 1.., S, 60.., A, 1.., L 200
god Abraxas was therefore a type or sym-

bol of the year, or of the revolution of the
earth around the sun. This mystical reference of the name of a god to the annual
period was familiar to the ancients, and is
to be found in at least two other instances.
Thus among the Persians the letters of the
name of the god Mithras, and of Belenus
among the Gauls, amounted each to 365.

M=

40

.

ABSENCE

ACACIA

the word Abraxas and other devices are
engraved, and which were used by the
Egyptian Gnostics as amulets.
Absence. Attendance on the communications of his Lodge, on all convenient
occasions, Is considered as one of the duties
of every Mason, and hence the old charges
of 1722 (ch. iii.) say that " in ancient times
no Master or Fellow could be absent from it
[the Lodge], without incurring a severe censure, until it appeared to the Master and
Wardens that pure necessity hindered
him." Fines have by some Lodges been
inflicted for non-attendance^ but a pecuniary penalty is clearly an unmasonic punishment, (see Fines;) and even that usage is
now discontinued, so that attendance on
ordinary communications is no longer enforced by any sanction of law. It is a duty
the discharge of which must be left to the
conscientious convictions of each Mason.
In the case, however, of a positive summons for any express purpose, such as to
stand trial, to show cause, etc., the neglect
or refusal to attend might be construed
into a contempt, to be dealt with according
to its magnitude or character in each par-

sacred furniture. Isaiah, in recounting the
promises of God's mercy to the Israelites
on their return from the captivity, tells
them that, among other things, he will
plant in the wilderness, for their relief and
refreshment, the cedar, the acacia, (or, as it
is rendered in our common version, the
shittah,) the fir, and other trees.
The first thing, then, that we notice in
this symbol of the acacia, is that it had
been always consecrated from among the
other trees of the forest by the sacred purposes to which it was devoted. By the
Jew, the tree from whose wood the sanctuary of the tabernacle and the holy ark
had been constructed would ever be viewed
as more sacred than ordinary trees. The
early Masons, therefore, very naturally appropriated this hallowed plant to the
equally sacred purpose of a symbol, which
was to teach an important divine truth in
all ages to come.
Having thus briefly disposed of the natural history of this plant, we may now proceed to examine it in its symbolic relations.
First. The acacia, in the mythic system
of Freemasonry, is preeminently the symbol of the IMMORTALITY OF THE SODL
that important doctrine which it is the
great design of the Institution to teach.
As the evanescent nature of the flower,
which " Cometh forth and is cut down,"
reminds us of the transitory nature of
human life, so the perpetual renovation of
the evergreen plant, which uninterruptedly
presents the appearance of youth and vigor,
is aptly compared to that spiritual life in
which the soul, freed from the corruptible
companionship of the body, shall enjoy an
eternal spring and an immortal youth.
Hence, in the impressive funeral service
of our Order, it is said that " this evergreen
is an emblem of our faith in the immortality of the soul.
By this we are reminded
that we have an immortal part within us,
which shall survive the grave, and which
shall never, never, never die." And again,
in the closing sentences of the monitorial
lecture of the third degree, the same sentiment is repeated, and we are told that by
" the ever-green and ever-living sprig " the
Mason is strengthened " with confidence
and composure to look forward to a blessed
immortality." Such an interpretation of
the symbol is an easy and a natural one;
it suggests itself at once to the least reflective mind; and consequently, in some one
form or another, is to be found existing in
all ages and nations.
It was an ancient
custom,
which is not, even now, altogether disused,
for mourners to carry in
their hands at funerals a sprig of some evergreen, generally the cedar or the cypress, and
to deposit it in the grave of the deceased.

ticular case.

Acacia.

An interesting and important

symbol in Freemasonry.

Botanically, it is
the acacia vera of Tournetbrt, and the miTfiosa nilotica of Linnaeus.
It grew abundantly in the vicinity of Jerusalem, where
it is still to be found, and is familiar in its
modern use as the tree from which the gum
arable of commerce is derived.
Oliver, it is true, says that " there is not
the smallest trace of any tree of the kind
growingso far north as Jerusalem," [Landm.
ii.
149 ;) but this statement is refuted
by the authority of Lieutenant Lynch, who
saw it growing in great abundance in Jericho, and still farther north. {Exped. to Dead
Sea, p. 262.)

The Rabbi Joseph Schwarz,

" The
excellent authority, says
Acacia (Shittim) tree, Al Sunt, is found in
Palestine of different varieties ; it looks like
the Mulberry tree, attains a great height,

who

is

:

and has a hard wood. The gum which is
obtained from it is the gum arabic." [Descriptive Geography and Jffistorical Sketch of
Palestine, p. 308, Leeser's translation. Phila.,
1850.)
Schwarz was for sixteen years a

resident of Palestine, and wrote from personal observation. The testimony of Lynch
and Schwarz should, therefore, forever settle
the question of the existence of the acacia
in Palestine.
The acacia, which, in Scripture, is always
called Shittah, and in the plural Shittim,

was esteemed a sacred wood among the Hebrews. Of it Moses was ordered to make
the tabernacle, the ark of the covenant, the
table for the shewbread, and the rest of the

—

—

—

'

ACACIA

ACACIA

Accorfing to Dalcho * the Hebrews always
planted a sprig of the acacia at the head
of the grave of a departed friend. Potter
tells us" that the ancient Greeks " had a
custom of bedecking tombs with herbs and
flowers." t
All sorts of purple and white
flowers were acceptable to the dead, but
principally the amaranth and the myrtle.
The very name of the former of these

and spiritual part withan emanation from the
Grand Architect of the Uuivei-se. can never
And as this is the most ordinary, the
die.
most generally accepted signification, so
also is it the most important for thus, as
the peculiar symbol of immortality, it becomes the most appropriate to an Order
all of whose teachings are intended to in-

plants, which signifies "never fading,"
would seem to indicate the true symbolic
meaning of the usage, although archaeolo-

culcate the great lesson that " life rises out
of the grave." But incidental to this the
acacia has two other interpretations which
are well worthy of investigation.
Secondly, then, the acacia is a symbol of

8

have generally supposed it to be simply an exhibition of love on the part of
the survivors. Ragon says, that the ancients substituted the acacia for all other
plants because they believed it to be incorruptible, and not liable to injury from the
attacks of any kind of insect or other animal thus symbolizing the incorruptible
nature of the soul.
Hence we see the propriety of placing
the sprig of acacia, as an emblem of immortality, among the symbols of that degree, all of whose ceremonies are intended
to teach us the great truth that " the life
of man, regulateia by morality, &ith, and
justice, will be rewarded at its closing
hour by the prospect of Eternal Bliss." |
So, therefore, says Dr. Oliver, when the
Master JIason exclaims " my name is Acacia," it is equivalent to saying, " I have
been in the grave
I have triumphed over
it by rising from the dead
and being regenerated in the process, I have a claim to
gists

—

—

life

—

everlasting."
sprig of acacia, then, in its

The

most

ordinary signification, presents itself to the
Master Mason as a symbol of the immortality of the soul, being intended to remind
him, by its evergreen and unchanging na-

* " This oustom among the Hebrews arose
from

this circumstance.
AgreeabJy to their
laws, no dead bodies were allowed to be interred
within the walls of the city ; and as the Cohens,
or Priests, were prohibited from crossing a grave,
it was necessary to place marks thereon, that

they might avoid them.

For this purpose the
acacia was used." (Dalcho, OrcUion,p. 27, itote.)
I object to the reason assigned by Dalcho, but
of the existence of tlie custom there can be no
question, notwithstanding the denial or doubt
of Dr. Oliver. Blount {Trauc/s in the Levant,
p. Iii7,) says, speaking of the Jewish burial customs, "tliose who bestow a marble stone over
any [grave] have a hole a yard long and a foot
broad, in which they plant an evergreen, which
seems to grow from the body and is carefully
watched." Hasselquist {Travels, p. 28,) confirms
his testimony.
I borrow the citations from
Brown, (Ant^gaities of the Jei.cs, vol. ii., p. 856,)
but have verified the reference to Hasselquist.
The work of Blount I have not been enabled to
consult.

t Antiquities of Greece, p. 669.
X Dr. Crucefix, MS. quoted by Oliver.
marks, ii. 2.

Land-

ture, of that better

in us, which, as

;

INNOCENCE. The symbolism here is of a
peculiar and unusual character, depending
not on any real analogy in the form or use
of the symbol to tlie idea symbolized, but
simply on a double or compound meaning
of the word. For axoKia, in the Greek language, signifies both the plant in question
and the moral quality of innocence or
purity of life. In this sense the symbol
refers, primarily, to him over whose solitary grave the acacia was planted, and
whose virtuous conduct, whose integrity of
life and fidelity to his ti-usts have ever been
presented as patterns to the craft, and consequently to all Master Masons, who, by
this interpretation of the symbol, are invited to emulate his example.
Hutchinson, indulging in his favorite
theory of Christianizing Masonry, when he
comes to this signification of tlie symbol,
thus enlarges on the interpretation " We
Masons, describing the deplorable estate of
religion under the Jewish law, speak in
figures:
'Her tomb was in the rubbish
and filth cast forth of the temple, and Acacia wove its branches over her monument
akakia being the Greek word for innocence,
or being free from sin; implying that the
sins and corruptions of the old law and
devotees of the Jewish altar had hid religion from those who sought her, and she
was only to be found where iimocaitt survived, and under the banner of the divine
Lamb and as to ourselves, profotising that
we were to be distinguished by our Acaey,
or as true Acacians in our religious faith
and tenets."*
But, lastly, the acacia is to be considered
as the symbol of initiation. This is
by
far the most interesting of its
interpretations, and was, we have every
reason to
believe, the primary and original;
the
others being but incidental.
It leads us at
once to the investigation of the
significant
tact that in all the ancient
initiations and
religious mysteries there was
some plant
peculiar to each, which was
consecrated by
Its own esoteric meaning,
and which occu:

—

;

;

* Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry,
Leot. IX.,

p. 99-

ACACIAN

ACADEMY

pied an important position in the celebration of the rites, so that the plant, whatever it might be, from its constant and
prominent use in the ceremonies of initiation, came at length to be adopted as the
symbol of that initiation.
Thus, the lettuce was the sacred plant
which assumed the place of the acacia in
the mysteries of Adonis.
(See Lettuce.)
The lotus was that of the Brahminical rites
of India, and from them adopted by the
Egyptians. (See Lotus.) The Egyptians
and the
also revered the erica or heath
mistletoe was a mystical plant among the
Druids.
(See Uri^a and Mistletoe.) And,
lastly, the myrtle performed the same office
of symbolism in the mysteries of Greece
that the lotus did in Egypt or the mistletoe among the Druids. See Myrtle.
In all of these ancient mysteries, while
the sacred plant was a symbol of initiation,

the akahia, or innocence with which he was
to be distinguished, from the Greek word
cKada. (See the preceding article.) The
Acacians constituted an heretical Sect in
the primitive Christian Church, who derived their name from Acacius, Bishop of
Csesarea; and there was subsequently another sect of the same name Acacius,
Patriarch of Constantinople.
But it is
needless to say that the Hutchinsonian
application of the word Acacian to signify
a Freemason has nothing to do with the
theological reference of the term.
Academy. The 4th degree of the
Rectified Rose Croix of Schroeder.

;

the initiation itself was symbolic of the
resurrection to a future life, and of the immortality of the soul. In this view, Freemasonry is to us now in the place of the
ancient initiations, and the acacia is substituted for the lotus, the erica, the ivy, the
The lesson of
mistletoe, and the myrtle.
the medium of imwisdom is the same
parting it is all that has been changed.
Eeturning, then, to the acacia, we find
that it is capable of three explanations.
It is a symbol of immortality, of innocence,
and of initiation. But these three significations are closely connected, and that
connection must be observed, if we desire
to obtain a just interpretation of the symbol.
Thus, in this one symbol, we are
taught that in the initiation of life, of
which the initiation in the third degree is
simply emblematic, innocence must for a
time lie in the grave, at length, however,
to be called, by the word of the Grand
Master of the Universe, to a blissful imCombine with this the recolmortality.
lection of the place where the sprig of acaMount Calvary, the
cia was planted,
place of sepulture of him who " brought
life and immortality to light," and who, in
Christian Masonry, is designated, as he is
in Scripture, as " the lion of the tribe of
Judah;" and remember, too, that in the
mystery of his death, the wood of the cross
takes the place of the acacia, and in this
little and apparently insignificant symbol,
but which is really and truly the most important and significant one in Masonic
science, we have a beautiful suggestion of
all the mysteries of life and death, of time
and eternity, of the present and of the

—

—

—

future.

Academy of Ancients or of Se(Academie des Secrets.) A society

crets.

instituted at Warsaw, in 1767, by M. Thoux
de Salverte, and founded on the principles

of another which bore the same name, and
which had been established at Kome, about
the end of the 16th century, by John BapThe object of the institution
tiste Porta.
was the advancement of the natural sciences and their application to the occult
philosophy.
of Sages. An order which
existed in Sweden in 1770, deriving its
origin from that founded in London by
Elias Ashmole, on the doctrines of the
New Atlantis of Bacon. A' few similar
societies were subsequently founded in
Russia and France, one especially noted

Academy

by Thory

B

word

having been estabby the mother Lodge of

(Act. Lat.) as

lished in 1776

Avignon.

Academy of Secrets. See AcadAncients.
Academy of Sublime Masters

emy of

of tbe I^uminous Ring. Founded
by Baron Blaerfindy,
one of the Grand Officers of the Philosophic Scotch Rite. The Academy of the
Luminous Ring was dedicated to the philosophy of Pythagoras, and was divided
The first and second
into three degrees.
were principally occupied with the history
of Freemasonry, and the last with the
dogmas of the Pythagorean school, and
in France, in 1780,

their application to the highest grades of
The historical hypothesis which
science.
was sought to be developed in this Acad-

emy was

that Pythagoras was the ibunder
of Freemasonry.

Academy of True

Masons.
Dom

at Montpelier, in France, by
Pernetty, in 1778, and occupied with instructions in hermetic science, which were
developed in six degrees, viz. 1. The True
Mason ; 2. The True Mason in the Right

Founded

:

Way 3. Knight of the Golden Key 4.
Knight of Iris; 5. Knight of the Argonauts; 6. Knight of the Golden Fleece.
;

A

introduced by
Hutchinson, in his " Spirit of Masonry,"
to designate a Freemason in reference to

Acacian.

9

The

;

degrees thus conferred constituted the

:

ACCEPTED

ACADEMY

10

Philosophic Scotch Bite, which was the
system adopted by the Academy. It afterwards changed its name to that of RussoSwedish Academy, which circumstance
leads Thory to believe that it was connected with" the Alchemical Chapters which
at that time existed in Russia and Sweden.
The entirely hermetic character of the
Academy of True Masons may readily be
perceived in a few paragraphs cited by
Clavel from a discourse by Goyer de Jumilly at the installation of an Academy in
Martinico. "To seize," says the orator,
" the pencil of Hermes ; to engrave the
doctrines of natural philosophy on your
columns to call Flamel, the rhilaletes,
the Cosmopolite, and our other masters to
my aid for the purpase of unveiling the
mysterious principles of the occult scithese, illustrious knights, appear
ences,
to be the duties imposed on me oy the ceremony of your installation. The fountain
'of Count Trevisan, the pontifical water,
the peacock's tail, are phenomena with
which you are familiar," etc., etc
;

—

Academy, Platonic.

Founded

in

1480 by Marsilius Ficinus, at Florence,
under the patronage of Lorenzo de Medicis.
It is said by the Masons of Tuscany
to have been a secret society, and is supposed to have had a Masonic character,
because in the hall where its members held
their meetings, and which still remains,

many Masonic symbols

are to be found.
have been a society
founded by some of the honorary members
and patrons of the fraternity of Freemasons who existed in the Middle Ages, and
who, having abandoned the material design

Clavel supposes

it

to

of the institution, confined themselves to
its mystic character.
If his suggestion be
correct, this is one of the earliest instances
of the separation of speculative from operative Masonry.
plant, described by
Acanthus.
Dioscorides, with broad, flexible, prickly
leaves, which perish in the winter and
sprout a^aiu at the return of spring.
It
is found in the Grecian islands on the borders of cultivated fields or gardens, and is
common in moist, rocky situations. It is
memorable for the tradition which assigns
to it the origin of the foliage carved on the
capitals of Corinthian and composite columns. Hence, in architecture, that part
of the Corinthian capital is called the
Acanthtis which is situated below the abacus, and which, having the form of a vase
or bell, is surrounded by two rows of
leaves of the acanthus plant.
Callimachus, who invented this ornament, is said
to have had the idea suggested to him by
the following incident.
Corinthian
maiden, who was betrothed, fell ill, and

A

A

her
died just before the appointed time of
marriage. Her faithful and grieving nurse
placed on her tomb a basket containing
many of her toys and jewels, and covered
It so happened that the
it with a flat tile.
basket was placed immediately over an
acanthus root, which afterwards grew up
around tlie basket and curled over under
the superincumbent resistance of the tile,
thus exhibiting a form of foliage which
was, on its being seen by the architect,
adopted as a model for the capital of
a new order so that the story of affection
was perpetuated in marble. Dudley (Naology, p. 1C4,) thinks the tale puerile, and
supposes that the acanthus is really the lotus
of tiie Indians and Egyptians, and is symbolic of laborious but effectual effort applied to the supjjort of the world. With
him, the symbolism of the acanthus and
the lotus are identical. See Loiits.
;

A

term in Freemasonry
Accepted.
is synonymous with " initiated " or
" received into the society." Thus, we find
in the Regulations of 1663, such expresperson who shall
sions as these;
hereafter be accepted a Freemason, shall
be admitted into a Lodge or a-ssembly until

which

"No

certificate of the time and
place of his acceptation from the Lodge that
accented him, unto the Master of that limit
or division where such Lodge is kept." The
word seems to have been first used in 1668,
and in the Regulations of that year is constantly employed in the place of the olden
term "made," as equivalent to "initiated."
This is especially evident in the 6th Regulation, which says, " that no person shall
be accepted unless he be twenty-one years
old or more " where accepted clearly means
initiated.
As the word was introduced in
1663, its use seems also to have soon ceased,
for it is not found in any subsequent documents until 1738; neither in tlie Regulations of 1721, nor in the Charges approved
in 1722
except once in the latter, where
" laborers and unaccepted Masons " are
spoken of as distinguished from and inferior to "Freemasons."
In the Regulations of 1721, the words "made," "entered," or "admitted," are constantly
employed in its stead. But in 1738, Anderson, who, in publishing the 2d edition of
the Book of Constitutions, made many
verbal alterations which seem subsequently
to have been disapproved of by the Grand
Lodge, (see Book of ConatituHons.) again introduced the word accepted. Thus, in the
5th of the Regulations of 1721, which in the
edition of 1728 read as follows " But no
man can be mad« or admitted a member of
a particular Lodge," etc., he changed the
phraseology so as to make the article read
No man can be accepted a member of a

he has brought a

;

;

:

,
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particular Lodge," etc. And so attached accusation will be received and investigated,
does he appear to have become to this word, although remotely derived from one who is
that he changed the very name of the Order, not a member of the Order.
by altering the title of the work, which, in
It is not necessary that the accuser
the edition of 1723, was "The Constitutions should be a member of the same Lodge. It
of the Freemasons," to that of " The Con- is sufficient if he is an affiliated Mason;
stitutions of the Ancient and Honorable but it is generally held that an unaffiliated
Society of Free and Accepted Masons." Mason is no more competent to prefer
Although many of the innovations of the charges than a profane.
In consequence of the Junior Warden
edition of 1738 of the Book of Constitutions
were subsequently repudiated by the Grand being placed over the Craft during the hours
Lodge, and omitted in succeeding editions, of refreshment, and of his being charged
"
the title of " Free and Accepted Masons
at the time of his installation to see "that
was retained, and is now more generally none of the Craft be suffered to convert the
used than the older and simpler one of purposes of refreshment into those of in" Freemasons," to distinguish the society. temperance and excess," it has been very
(See Free and Accepted Imsons.) The word generally supposed that it is his duty, as
accepted, however, as a synonym of initiated,
the prosecuting officer of the Lodge, to
has now become obsolete. The modern prefer charges against any member who,
idea of an accq)ted Mason is that he is one by his conduct, has made himself amenable
distinguished from a purely operative or to the penal jurisdiction of the Lodge. I
stone-mason, who has not been admitted to know of no ancient regulation which imthe freedom of the company ; an idea evi- poses this unpleasant duty upon the Junior
dently intended to be conveyed by the use Warden
but it does seem to be a very
of the word in the Charges of 1722, already natural deduction, from his peculiar prequoted.
rogative as the custos morum or guardian
certain form of of the conduct of the Craft, that in all
Acclamation.
words used in connection with the battery. cases of violation of the law he should,
In the Scottish rite it is hoschea; in the after due effi)rt8 towards producing a reFrench, vivat; and in the rite of Misraim, form, be the proper officer to bring the
halklujah. In the York, it is so mote it be. conduct of the offending brother to the
Accolade. From the Latin ad and notice of the Lodge.
It is generally
eollum, around the neck.
Aceldama, from the Syro-Chaldaic,
but incorrectly supposed that the accolade meaning field of blood, so called because it
means the blow given on the neck of a was purchased with the blood-money which
newly created knight with the flat of the was paid to Judas Iscariot for betraying
sword. The best authorities define it to be his Lord.
It is situated on the slope
the embrace, accompanied with the kiss of .the hills beyond the valley of Hinnom
of peace, by which the new knight was at and to the south of Mount Zion.
The
his creation welcomed into the Order of
earth there was believed, by early writers,
Knighthood by the sovereign or lord who to have possessed a corrosive quality, by
created him. See the word Knighthood.
means of which bodies deposited in it were
get this word from the quickly consumed and hence it was used
Accord.
two Latin ones ad cor, to the heart, and by the Crusaders, then by the Knights
hence it means hearty consent. Thus in Hospitallers, and afterwards by the ArmeWiclif 's translation we find the phrase in nians, as a place of sepulture, and the
Philippians, which in the Authorized Ver- Empress Helen is said to have built a
sion is " with one accord," rendered " with charnel-house in its midst. Dr. Eobinson
one will, with one heart." Such is its sig- {Biblical Besearches, i., p. 524,) says that the
nification in the Masonic formula, "free field is not now marked by any boundary
will and accord," that is " free will and to distinguish it from the rest of the field,
hearty consent." See Free Will and Accord. and the former charnel-house is now a
ruin.
The field of Aceldama is referred to
Accusation. See Charge.
Accuser. In every trial in a Lodge for in the ritual of the Knights Templars.
nom de plume
an otfence against the laws and regulations
Acerellos, B. S.
or the principles of Masonry any Master assumed by Carl Koessler, a German MaMason may be the accuser of another, but a sonic writer. See Boessler.
profane cannot be permitted to prefer
Achad. One of the names of God.
Achad, in Hebrew signicharges against a Mason. Yet, if circum- The word
stances are known to a profane upon which fies one or unity. It has been adopted by
charges ought to be predicated, a Master the Masons as one of the appellations of
Mason may avail himself of that informa- the Deity from that passage in Deuter" Hear, O Israel, the Lord
tion, and out of it frame an accusation to onomy (vi. 4)
And such thy God is [Achad) one " and which the
be presented to the Lodge.
;

A

We

;

,

A

inN)

:

;
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Jews wear on their phylacteries, and pronounce with great fervor as a confession of
Speaking
their faith in the unity of God.
of God as Achad, the Rabbins say, " God
is one [Achad) and man is one (Achad).

Man, however, is not purely one, because
he is made up of elements and has another
like himself; but the oneness of

God

is

a

oneness that has no boundary."

Acliaron Scbilton. In Hebrew
\&1V |nnx, signifying the new kingdom.
Significant words in some of the high
degrees.

A

corruption of the Hebrew
Actaias.
Achijah, the brother of Jah; a significant
wori in some of the high degrees.

Achishar. Mentioned

in 1

Kings

(iv.

of Ahishar, and there
"over the household"
This was a situation
in the East, and equivalent to the modern office of Chamberlain.
The Steward in a Council of Select Masters
is said to represent Achishar.

under the name
descHbed as being
of King Solomon.
of great importance

6)

Achtariel. AkabbalisticnameofGod
belonging to the Crown or first of the ten
sephiroth and hence signifying the Crown
;

or God.

Acknowledged. When

one

is ini-

tiated into the degree of Most Excellent
Master, he is technically said to be "received and acknowledged " as a Most Excellent Master. This expression refers to
the tradition of the degree which states

when the Temple had been completed
and dedicated. King Solomon received and
acknowledged the most expert of the craftsmen as most excellent Masters. That 'is,
he received them into the exalted rank of
perfect and acknowledged workmen, and

that

acknowledged their right to that title. The
verb to acknowledge here means to own or
admit to belong to, as to acknowledge a
son.

Acousmatici. The

primary

class of

the disciples of Pythagoras, who served a
five years' probation of silence, and were

hence called acousmatici or hearers. According to Porphyry, they received only
the elements of intellectual and moral instruction, and, after the expiration of their
term of probation, they were advanced
to the rank of Mathematici.
See Pythagoras.

trial for the same offence? To both
of these questions the correct answer would
seem to be in the affirmative.

second

1. An acquittal of a crime by a temporal
court does not relieve a Mason from an
inquisition into the same offence by his
Lodge for acquittals may be the result of
some technicality of law, or other cause,
where, although the party is relieved from
legal punishment, his guilt is still manifest
in the eyes of the community; and if the
Order were to be controlled by the action
of the courts, the character of the Institution might be injuriously affected by its
permitting a man, who had escaped without
honor from the punishment of the law, to
remain a member of the Fraternity. In
the language of the Grand Lodge of Texas,
" an acquittal by a jury, while it may, and
should, in some circumstances, have its influence in deciding on the course to be
pursued, yet has no binding force in Masonry.
We decide on our own rules, and
our own view of the facts." (Proc. G. L.
;

Tex., vol.

ii.,

p. 273.)

To come

to a correct apprehension of
the second question, we must remember
that it is a long-settled principle of Masonic law, that every offence which a Mason
commits is an injury to the whole Fraternity, inasmuch as that the bad conduct of
a single member reflects discredit on the
whole Institution. This is a very old and
well-established principle of the Institution; and hence we find the old Gothic
Constitutions declaring that "a Mason shall
harbor no thief or thief's retainer," and
assigning as a reason, " lest the Craft should
come to shame." The safety of the Institution requires that no evil-disposed member should be tolerated with impunity in
bringing disgrace on the Craft. And, there2.

fore, although it is a well-known maxim
of the common law
nemo debet bis puniri
pro uno delicto
that is, "that no one
should be twice placed in peril of punishment for the same crime " yet we must
also remember that other and fundamental

—

—

;

maxim
may, in

— salus jaopuli suprema

lex

— which

application to Masonry, be well
translated: "the well-being of the Order
is the first great law."
To this everything
else must yield and, therefore, if a memits

;

having been accused of a heinous offence and tried, shall, on his trial, for want
of sufficient evidence, be acquitted, or, being
convicted, shall, for the same reason, be
punished by an inadequate penalty
and
if he shall thus be permitted to remain in
the Institution with the stigma of the
ber,

Acquittal. Under this head it may
be proper to discuss two questions of Masonic law. 1. Can a Mason, having been
• acquitted
by the courts of the country of
an offence with which he has been charged,
be tried by his Lodge for the same offence?
And, 2. Can a Mason, having been acquitted crimeupon him, " whereby the Craft comes
by his Lodge on insufficient evidence, be to shame " then, if new and more suffisubjected, on the discovery and production cient evidence shall be subsequently
disof new and more complete evidence, to a covered, it is just and right that
a new

—

;
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be had, so that he may, on this case of the removal, death, or inability of
newer evidence, receive that punishment that officer, is known as the Acting Grand
which will vindicate the reputation of the Master. For the regulations which preOrder. No technicalities of law, no plea scribe the proper person to perform tnese
of autrefois acquit, nor mere verbal excep- duties see the words Succession to Office.
trial shall

should be allowed for the escape of a
member ; for so long as he lives in
the Order, every man is subject to its disciA hundred wrongful acquittals of
pline.
a bad member, who still bears with him the
reproach of his evil life, can never discharge the Order from its paramount duty
of protecting its own good fame and removing the delinquent member from its
fold.
To this great duty all private and

tion,

guiltj'

individual rights and privileges must succumb, for the well-being of the Order is the
first great

law in Masonry.

Acta liatomorHm,
de

I'histoire

franqaise

et

ou Chronologie
de la Franche-Maqonnerie
etrangere, etc.
That is:

"The Acts

of the Freemasons, or a chronohistory of French and Foreign
Freemasonry, etc." This work, written or

logical

compiled by Claude Antoine Thory, was
published at Paris, in 2 vols., 8vo, in 1815.
It contains the most remarkable facts in
the history of the Institution from obscure
times to the year 1814 ; the succession of
Grand Masters, a nomenclature of rites,
degrees, and secret associations in all the
countries of the world, and a bibliography
of the principal works on Freemasonry
publislied since 1723, with a supplement in
which the author has collected a variety of
rare and important Masonic documents.
Of this work, which has never been translated into English, Lenning says, [Enayol.
der Freimaurerei) that it is, without dispute, the most scientific work on Freemasonry that French literature has ever produced.
It must, however, be confessed
that in the historical portion Thory has
committed many errors in respect to English and American Freemasonry, and therefore, if ever translated, the work will require much emendation. See Thory.

Acting Grand Master. The Duke
of Cumberland having in April, 1752, been
elected Grand Master of England, it was
resolved by the Grand Lodge, in compliment to him, that he should have the privilege of nominating a peer of the realm as
Acting Grand Master, who should be empowered to superintend the Society in his
absence; and that at any future period,
when the fraternity should have a prince
of the blood at their head, the same privilege should be granted. The officer thus
provided to be appointed is now called,
in the Constitutions of England, the Pro
Grand Master.
In the American system, the officer who
performs the duties of Grand Master in

Active liOdge.

A

Lodge

is

said to

be active when it is neither dormant nor
suspended, but regularly meets and is occupied in the labors of Masonry.

Active

Member. An

ber of a Lodge

active

mem-

one who, in contradistinction to an honorary member, assumes
all the burdens of membership, such as
is

contributions, arrears, and participation in
its labors, and is invested with all the
rights of membership, such as speaking,
*
voting, and holding office.

Actual Past Masters.

Those who

receive the degree of Past Master in symbolic Lodges, as a part of the installation
service, when elected to preside, are called
"Actual Past Masters," to distinguish them
from those who pass through the ceremony
in a Chapter, as simply preparatory to
taking the Eoyal Arch, and who are distinguished as " Virtual Past Masters."
See
Past Master.
The name of the principal god
among the Syrians, and who, as representing the sun, had, according to Macrobius,

Adad.

(Saturnal., i. 23,) an image surrounded by
Macrobius, however, is wrong, as
rays.
Selden has shown (Be Diis Syria, i. 6), in

confounding Adad with the Hebrew Achad,
or one
a name, from its signification of

—

Grand Architect of
The error of Macrobius,
the Universe.
however, has been perpetuated by the inventors of the high degrees of Masonry,
who have incorporated Adad, as a name of
God, among their significant words.
The name of the first man.
unity, applied to the

Adam.

The Hebrew word

DTK, ADaM,

signifies

in a generic sense, the human species
collectively, and is said to be derived from
j^J3~(J^, ADaMaH, the ground, because

man

the first man was made out of the dust of
the earth, or from ADaM, to be red, in
reference to his ruddy complexion. It is
most probably in this collective sense, as
the representative of the whole human
race, and, therefore, the type of humanity,
that the presiding officer in a Council of
Knights of the Sun, the 28th degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite,
is called Father Adam, and is occupied
in the investigation of the great truths
which so much concern the interests of
the race. Adam, in that degree, is man
seeking after divine truth. The Kabbalists
and Talraudists have invented many things
concerning the first Adam, none of which
See
are, however, worthy of preservation.
Knight of the Sun.
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Adams,
Qnincy, the sixth
President of the United States, who served
from 1825 to 1829. Mr. Adams, who has
been very properly described as " a man of
strong points and weak ones, of vast reading and wonderful memory, of great credulity and strong prejudices," became notorious in the latter years of his life for his
virulent opposition to Freemasonry. The
writer already quoted, and who had an excellent opportunity of seeing intimately
the workings of the spirit of anti-Masonry,
" He hated Freemasays of Mr. Adams
:

sonry, as he did many other things, not
from any harm that he had received from
it or personally knew respecting it, but
bec&use his credulity had been wrought
upon and his prejudices excited against it
by dishonest and selfish politicians, who
were anxious, at any sacrifice to him, to
avail themselves of the influence of his
commanding talents and position in public
life to sustain them in the disreputable
work in which they were enlisted. In his
weakness, he lent himself to them. He
united his energies to theirs in an impracticable and unworthy cause." (C. W. Moore,
FresTnaaon's Mag., vol. vii., p. 314.) The re-

was a series of letters abusive of Freemasonry, directed to leading politicians,
and published in the public journals from
1831 to 1833.
year before his death they
were collected and published under the
title of "Letters on the Masonic Institusult

Adarel. Angel of Fire. Eeferred to in
the Hermetic degree of Knight of the Sun.
Probably

from

^^S«,

Adr, .splendor, and

Sx, El, God, i. e. the splendor of
Divine splendor.

God

or

Addresses, Masonic. Dr. Oliver,
speaking of the Masonic discourses which
began to be published soon after the reorganization of Masonry, in the commencement of the eighteenth century, and which
he thinks were instigated by the attacks
made on the Order, to which they were intended to be replies, says : " Charges and
addresses were therefore delivered by brethren in authority on the fundamental principles of the Order, and they were printed
to show that its morality was sound, and
not in the slightest degree repugnant to the
precepts of our most holy religion. These
were of sufficient merit to insure a wide
circulation among the Fraternity, from
whence they spread into the world at large,
and proved decisive in fixing the credit of
the Institution for solemnities of character
and a taste for serious and profitable investigations."

There can be no doubt that these adand widely
published, have continued to exert an ex-

dresses, periodically delivered

cellent effect in behalf of the Institution,

Insti-

by explaining and defending the principles
on which it is founded.
The first Masonic address of wjiich we
have any notice was delivered on the 24th
of June, 1719, before the Grand Lodge of
England, by the celebrated John Theophilus Desaguliers, LL. D. and F. R. S.
The
Book of Constitutions, under that date,

tution in these letters may be found in
the following paragraph contained in an
anti-Masonic work written by one Henry
Gassett, and afiSxed to his "Catalogue of
Books on the Masonic Institution." (Boston, 1852.)
"It had been asserted in a
newspaper in Boston, edited by a Masonic
dignitary, that John Q. Adams was a Mason. In answer to an inquiry from a person in New York State, whether he was
so, Mr. Adams replied that 'he was not,
and never should be.' These few words,
undoubtedly, prevented his election a second
term as JPresuIent of the United States. JBis
competitor, Andrew Jackson, a Freemason,

says " Bro. Desaguliers made an eloquent
oration about Masons and Masonry." Dr.
Oliver states that this address was issued
in a printed form, but no copy of it now
remains
at least it has escaped the researches of the most diligent Masonic
bibliographers.
On the 20th of May, 1725, Martin
Folkes, then Deputy Grand Master, delivered an address before the Grand Lodge
of England, which is cited in the Freemason's Pocket Companion for 1759, but
no entire copy of the address is now
extant.
The third Masonic address of which we

A

by John Quincy Adams." Boston,
Some explanation
1847, 8vo, pp. 284.
of the cause of the vitulence with which
tion,

Mr. Adams attacked the Masonic

elected."
Whether the statement contained in the italicized words be true or
not, is not the question,
It is sufficient
that Mr. Adams was led to believe it, and

was

—

have any knowledge is one entitled, "A
Speech delivered to the Worshipful and
Ancient Society of Free and Accepted Masons, at a Grand Lodge held at Merchants'
hence his ill-will to an association which Hall, in the city of York, on St. John's
had, as he supposed, inflicted this political Day, Dec. 27, 1726, the Right
Worshipful
evil on him, and baffled his ambitious views. Charles Bathurst, Esq.,
Grand Master. By
Adar. Hebrew, "nX; the sixth month the Junior Grand Warden. Olim meminisse

of the civil and the twelfth of the ecclesiastical year of the Jews.
It corresponds
to a part of February and of March.

juvabit.
York : Printed by Thomas G«nt,
for the benefit of the Lodge."
It was

again published at London in 1729, in

:
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some

festival occasion of the Order was
more than a homily on brotherly love
printed in 1858 in the London Freemason's or some other Masonic virtue. Often the
Magazine, from which it was copied in C. orator was a clergyman, selected by the
W. Moore's Freemason's Magazine, pub- Lodge on account of his moral character

Benj. Cole's edition of the Ancient Constitutions,

and has been subsequently

lished at Boston, Mass.

This

is,

re-

therefore,

the earliest Masonic address to which we
have access. It contains a brief sketch of
the history of Masonry, written as Masonic
history was then written. It is, however,
remarkable for advancing the claim of the
Grand Lodge of York to a superiority over
that of London.
The fourth Masonic address of whose
existence we have any knowledge is "A
Speech delivered at a Lodge held at the
Carpenters' Arms the 31st of December,
1728, by Edw. Oakley, late Provincial
Senior Grand Warden in Carmarthen."
This speech was reprinted by Cole at Lon-

don in 1751.
America has the honor of presenting the
The
next attempt at Masonic oratory.
fifth address, and the first American, which
is extant, is one delivered in Boston, Mass.,
on June 24th, 1734. It is entitled "A. Dissertation upon Masonry, delivered to a
Lodge in America, June 24th, 1734. Christ's
Eegm." It was discovered by Bro. 0. W.

Moore

in the archives of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, and published by him in
This address is well
his magazine in 1849.
written, and of a symbolic character, as
the author allegorizes the Lodge as a type
of heaven.

And, sixthly, we have "An Address made
body of Free and Accepted Masons
assembled at a Quarterly Communication,
held near Temple Bar, December 11, 1785,
by Martin Clare, Junior Grand Warden."
Martin Clare was distinguished in his
times as a Mason. He had been authorized
by the Grand Lodge to revise the lectures,
which task he performed with great satisThis address, which
faction to the Craft.

to the

Dr. Oliver has inserted in his Qolden Remains, has been considered of value enough
to be translated into the French and German languages.
After this period. Masonic addresses
rapidly multiplied, so that it would be impossible to record their titles or even the
names of their authors.
What Martial says of his own epigrams,
that some were good, some bad, and a great
many middling, may, with equal propriety
and justice, be said of Masonic addresses.
Of the thousands that have been delivered,
many have been worth neither printing
nor preservation.
One thing, however, is to be remarked
that within a few years the literary character of these productions has greatly improved. Formerly, a Masonic address on

little

or his professional ability. These clergymen were frequently among the youngest
members of the Lodge, and men who had
no opportunity to study the esoteric construction of Masonry. In such cases we
will find that the addresses were generally
neither more nor less than sermons under
another name.
They contain excellent
general axioms of conduct, and sometimes
encomiums on the laudable design of our
Institution.
But we look in vain in them
for any ideas which refer to the history or
to the occult philosophy of Masonry. They
accept the definition that " Freemasonry is
a science of morality, veiled in allegory
and illustrated by symbols," only in part.
They expatiate on the science of morality,
but they say nothing of the symbols or the
But, as I have already said,
allegories.
there has been an evident improvement
within a few years, in this country especially, for the reform has not equally extended to England. Many of the addresses
now delivered are of a higher order of Masonic literature. The subjects of Masonic
history, of the origin of the Institution, of
its gradual development from an operative
art to a speculative science, of its symbols,
and of its peculiar features which distinguish it from all other associations, have
been ably discussed in many recent Masonic addresses, and thus have the efibrts to
entertain an audience for an hour become
notonly the means of interesting instruction
to the hearers, but also valuable contributions to the literature of Freemasonry.
It is in this way that Masonic addresses
should be written. All platitudes and old
truisms should be avoided; sermonizing,
which is good, in its place, is out of place
here.

No

one should undertake to deliver

a Masonic address unless he knows something of the subject on which he is about
to speak, and unless he is capable of saying what will make every Mason who hears
him a wiser as well as a better man, or at
least what will afford him the opportunity
of becoming so.
Adelpb. Greek for a Brother. The
fourth degree of the order of the Palladium.
Eeghellini says that there exists in the
Masonic archives of Douai the ritual of a
Masonic Society, called Adelpha, which has
been communicated to the Grand Orient,
but which he thinks is the same as the
Primitive Eite of Narbonne.
Adept. One fully skilled or well
versed in any art from the Latin word
"Adeptus," having obtained, because the
;

ADEPT

ADJOURNMENT

to be in the possession of
the secrets of his peculiar mystery. The
Alchemists or Hermetic philosophers assumed the title of Adepts. (See Alchemy.)
Of the Hermetic Adepts, who were also
sometimes called Kosicrucians, Spencethus
writes, in 1740, to his mother " Have you
ever heard of the people called Adepts?
They are a set of philosophers superior to
whatever appeared among the Greeks and
The three great points they
Romans.
drive at, is to be free from poverty, distemand, if you believe them,
pers, and death
they have found out one secret that ia capable of freeing them from all three. There
are never more than twelve of these men
in the whole world at a time and we have
the happiness of having one of the twelve
I am very well acat this time in Turin.
quainted with him, and have often talked
with him of their secrets, as far as he is
allowed to talk to a common mortal of
{Spence's Letter to his Mother, in
them."
Singer's Anecdotes, p. 403.1
In a similar
allusion to the possession oi abstruse knowledge, the word is applied to some of the
high degrees of Masonry.
Adept, Prince. One of the names
of the 28th degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
(See Knight of the Sun.)
It was the 23d degree of the System of
the Chapter of Emperors of the East and
West of Clermont.
hermetic degree of
Adept, tbe.
the collection of A. Viany. It is also the
4th degree of the Rite of Relaxed Observance, and the Ist of the high degrees of
the Rite of Electa of Truth. " It has much
analogy," says Thory, "with the degree of
Knight of the Sun in the Ancient and Accepted Rite." It ia also called " Chaos disentangled."
Adeptiis Adoptatiis. The 7th degree of the Rite of Zinnendorf, consisting of
a kind of chemical and pharmaceutical in-

Adjonrumcnt. C. W. Moore (JFWesupmasons' Mag., xii., p. 290,) says "
pose it to be generally conceded that Lodges
cannot properly be adjourned. It has been
so decided by a large proportion of the
Grand Lodges in this country, and tacitly,
are not
at least, concurred in by all.
aware that there is a dissenting voice among
them. It is, therefore, safe to assume that
the settled policy is against adjournment,"
The reason which he assigns for this rule,
is that adjournment is a method used only
in deliberative bodies, such as legislatures
and courts, and as Lodges do not partake
of the character of either of these, adjournments are not applicable to them. The
rule which Bro. Moore lays down is undoubtedly correct, but the reason which he
assigns tor it ia not sufficient. If a Lodge
were permitted to adjourn by the vote of a
majority of its members, the control of the
labor would be placed in their hands.
But
according to the whole spirit of the Masonic
svstem, the Master alone controls and
directs the hours of labor.
lu the 5th of
the Old Charges, approved in 1722, it is
declared that " All Masons employed shall
meekly receive their wages without murmuring or mutiny, and not desert tlie Master
till the work is finished." Now as the Master
alone can know when " the work is finished," the selection of the time of closing
must be vested in him. He is the sole
judge of the proper period at which the
labors of the Lodge should be terminated,
and he may suspend business even in the
middle of a debate, if he supposes that it
is expedient to close the Lodge.
Hence no
motion for adjournment can ever be admitted in a Masonic Lodge. Such a motion
would be an interference with the prerogative of the Master, and could not tuerefore
be entertained.
This prerogative of opening and closing
his Lodge is necessarily vested in the Master, because, by the nature of our Institution, he is responsible to the Grand Lodge
for the good conduct of the body over
which he presides. He is charged, in those
questions to which he is required to give his
assent at his installation, to hold the Landmarks in veneration, and to conform to
every edict of the Grand Lodge; and for
any violation of the one or disooedience of
the other by the Lodge, in his presence, he
would be answerable to the supreme Masonic authority. Hence the necessity that
an arbitrary power should be conferred
upon him, by the exercise of which he may
at any time be enabled to prevent the adoption of resolutions, or the commission of any
act which would be sub versi ve of, or contrary
to, those ancient laws and usages which he
has aworu to maintain and preserve.
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:

;

;

A

struction.

Adeptus Coronatus. Called also
Templar Master- of the Key. The 7th degree
of the Swedish Rite, (which see.)
Adeptns IIxemptuB. The 7th degree of the system adopted by those German Rosicrucians who were known as the
"Gold-und Rosenkreutzer," or the Gold
and Rosy Cross, and whom Leaning supposes to have been the first who engrafted
Rosicrucianism on Masonry.
Adhering Mason. Those Masons
who, during the anti-Masonic excitement
in this country, on account of the supposed
abduction of Morgan, refused to leave their
Lodges and renounce Masonry, were so
called.
They embraced among their number some of the wisest, best, and most influential

men

of the country.

:

We

We

ADMIRATION

ADONAI
A

Admiration, Sign of.
mode of
recognition alluded to in the Most Excellent Master's degree, or the Gth of the American Rite. Its introduction in that place is
referred to a Masonic legend in connection
with the visit of the Queen of Sheba to
King Solomon, and. which states that,
moved by the wide-spread reputation of
the Israelitish monarch, she had repaired
to Jerusalem to inspect the magnificent
works of which she had heard so many
encomiums. Upon arriving there, and beholding for the first time the Temple, which
glittered with gold, and which was so accurately adjusted in all its parts as to seem
to be composed of but a single piece of
marble, she raised her hands and eyes to
heaven in an attitude of admiration, and
at the same time exclaimed, "Rabbonil"
equivalent to saying, "
most excellent
master hath done this " This action has
since been perpetuated in the ceremonies
of the degree of Most Excellent Master.
The legend is, however, no doubt apocryphal, and is really to be considered only as
allesorical, like so many other of the legenSs of Masonry. See Sheba, Queen of.
Although
the Old
Admission.
Charges, approved in 1722, use the word
admitted as applicable to those who are
initiated into the mysteries of Freemasonry, yet the General Regulations of 1721
employ the term admission in a sense different from that oiinitiation.
By the word
makiny they imply the reception of a profane into the Order, but by admission they
designate the election of a Mason into a
Lodge. Thus we find such expressions as
these clearly indicating a difference in the
meaning of the two words. In Reg. v.
"No man can be made or admitted a Mason of a particular Lodge." In Reg. vi.
" But no man can be entered a brother in
any particular Lodge, or admitted to be a
member thereof." And more distinctly in
" No set or number of brethren
Reg. viii.
shall withdraw or separate themselves from
the Lodge in which they were made brethren or were afterwards admitted members."
This distinction has not always been rigidly preserved by recent writers
but it is
evident that, correctly speaking, we should
always say of a profane who has been initiated that he has been made a Mason, and
of a Mason who has been afiiliated with a
Lodge, that he has been admitted a member.
The true definition of admission is,
then, the reception of an unaffiliated brother into membership. See Affiliation.
Admonition. According to the ethics
of Freemasonry, it is made a duty obligatory upon every member of the Order to
that is,
conceal the faults of a brother,
not to blazon forth his errors and infirmi-

A

!

—
—

—

;

—

C

2

17

—

to let them be learned by the world
from some other tongue than his, and to
admonish him of them in private. So
there is another but a like duty of obligation, which instructs him to whisper good
counsel in his brother's ear and to warn
ties,

him of approaching

And

danger.

this

more to the danger that is without and around him than to that which is
within him
not more to the peril that
springs from the concealed foe who would
waylay him and covertly injure him, than
to that deeper peril of those faults and infirmities which lie within his own heart,
and which, if not timely crushed by good
and earnest resolution of amendment, will,
refers not

;

like the ungrateful serpent in the fable,
become warm with life only to sting the

bosom that has nourished them.
Admonition of a brother's fault is, then,
the duty of every mason, and no true one
either fear or favor, neglect

will, for

its

performance. But as the duty is Masonic,
so is there a Masonic way in which that
duty should be discharged. We must admonish not with self-sufficient pride in our
not in imperious
own reputed goodness
tones, as though we looked down in scorn
not in lanupon the degraded offender

—

—

guage

by

that,

harshness, will

its

wound

rather than win, will irritate more than it
but with that persuasive genwill reform
with the
tleness that gains the heart
all-subduing influences of " mercy unrewith the magic might of love
strained"
with the language and the accents of
affection, which mingle grave displeasure
for the offence with grief and pity for the

—

;

—

—

offender.

This, and this alone,
nition.

I

am

is

Masonic admo-

my

brother in

faults,

and I dare

not to rebuke

anger, for I too have

my

not draw around me the folds of my garment lest they should be polluted by my
neighbor's touch but I am to admonish
in private, not before the world, for that
would degrade him and I am to warn him,
perhaps from my own example, how vice
ever snould be followed by sorrow, for that
goodly sorrow leads to repentance, and repentance to amendment, and amendment
;

;

to joy.

Adonai.

In Hebrew 'JIX. ^eing the

plural of excellence for Adon,

and

signify-

ing the Lord. The Jews, who reverently
avoided the pronunciation of the sacred
name Jehovah, were accustomed, whenever that name occurred, to substitute for
As to the
it the word Adonai in reading.
use of the plural form instead of the singular, the Rabbins say, " Every word indicof dominion, though singular in
This is
is made plural in form."
The
called the "pluralis excellentiae."

ative

meaning,

ADONHIRAM

ADONHIRAMITE

Talmudists also say, (Buxtroff, Lex. Thfm.,)
that the telragruininaton is called Shem
hamphorash, the name that is explained,
because it is explained, uttered, and set
forth by the word Adonai.
(See Jehovah
and Shem Hamphorash.)
Adonai is used
as a significant word in several of the high
degrees of Masonry, and may almost always
be considered as allusive to or symbolic
of the True Word.

of the Temple was that Hiram, the widow's
son, who is described in the first Book of
Kings, chapter vii., verses 18 and 14, and in
the second Book of Chronicles, chapter ii.,
verses Vi and 14, as having come out of
Tyre with the other workmen of the Temple
who had been sent by King Hiram to Solomon. But one party called him Hiram
Abif, and the other, admitting that his orig-
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Atloiiliirain. This has been adopted
by the disciples of Adonhiramite Masonry
as the spelling of the name of the persoa
known in Scripture and in other Masonic
systems as Adoniram, (which see.) They
correctly derive the word from the Hebrew

hiram, signifying the master who
which is the true meaning of
Adoniram, the p| or A being omitted in the
Hebrew by the coalescence of the two
Hiram Abif has also sometimes
words.
been called Adonhiram, the Adon having

Adon and
is

exalted,

been bestowed on him by Solomon,
said, as a title

it is

of honor.

Adonhiramite Masonry. Of the
numerous controversies which arose from
the middle to near the end of the 18th century on the continent of Europe, and espe-

among the

students of
so frequently resulted
the invention of new
degrees and the establishment of new rites,
not the least prominent was that which related to the person and character of the
Temple builder. The question. Who was
the architect of King Solomon's Temple?
was answered differently by different theorists, and each answer gave rise to a new
system, a fact by no means surprising in
those times, so fertile in the production of
new Masonic systems. The general theory
was then, as it is now, that this architect
was Hiram Abif, the widow's son, who had
been sent to King Solomon by Hiram, King
of Tyre, as a precious gift, and " a curious
and cunning workman."' This theory was
sustained by the statements of the Jewish
Scriptures, so far as they threw any light
on the Masonic legend. It was the theory
of the English Masons from the earliest
times was enunciated as historically correct in the first edition of the Book of Constitutions, published in 1723 has continued
ever since to be the opinion of all EngliHh
and American Masons and is, at this day,
the only theory entertained by any Mason
in the two countries who has a theory at all
on the subject. This, therefore, is the orthodox faith of Masonry.
But such was not the case, in the last
century, on the continent of Europe. At
first, the controversy arose not as to the
man himself, but as to his proper appellation.
All parties agreed that tue arcnitect
cially in

France,

Masonic philosophy, and which

m

;

;

;

name was Hiram, supposed that, in
consequence of the skill he had displayed in
the construction of the Temple, he had received the honorable afiix oi' Adori, signifyinal

or Afaster, whence his name
became Adonhiram.
There was, however, at the Temple another Adoniram, of whom it will be necesing Lord

sary in passing to say a few words, for the
better understanding of the present subject.

The first notice that we have of this
Adoniram in Scripture is in the 2d Book
of Samuel, chapter xx., verse 24, where, in
the abbreviated form of his name, Adoram,
he is said to have been "over the tribute"
in the house of David; or, as Gesenius
translates it, " prefect over the tribute service," or, as we might say in modern phrase,
principal collector of the taxes.
Seven years afterwards, we find him exercising the same office in the household
of Solomon
for it is said in 1 Kings iv.
6, that Adoniram, " the son of Abdu, was
oyer the tribute." And lastly, we hear of
him still occupying the same station in the
household of King Eehoboam, the successor of Solomon.
Forty-seven years after
he is first mentioned in the Book of Samuel,
he is stated (1 Kings xii. 18) to have been
stoned to death, while in the discharge of
his duty, by the people, who were justly indignant at the oppressions of his master.
;

Although commentators have been at a loss
whether the tax-receiver under
David, under Solomon, and under Eehoboam was the same person, there seems to
be no reason to doubt it for, as Kitto says,
to decide

;

(Encye. Bib.,) "it appears very unlikely
that even two persons of the same name
should successively bear the same office, in
an age when no example occurs of the

We

father's name being given to his son.
find also that not more than forty-seven

years elapse between the first and lastmentioned of the Adoniram who was 'over
the tribute
and as this, although a long
term of service, is not too long for one lile,
and as the person who held the office in the
beginning of Rehoboam's reign had served
in it long enough to make himself odious
to the people, it appears on the whole most
probable that one and the same person is
intended throughout."
The legends and traditions of Masonry
;

'

.

ADONHIKAMITE
which connect this Adoniram with the
Temple at Jerusalem derive their support
from a single passage in the first Book of
Kings (chapter v. 14), where it is said that
Solomon made a levy of thirty thousand

ADONHIRAMITE
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by refusing any Masonic position to the
former, and making the latter, alone, the
architect of the Temple. It cannot be denied
that Josephus states that Adoniram, or, as
he calls him, Adoram, was, at the very beworkmen from among the Israelites; that ginning of the labor, placed over the workhe sent these in courses of ten thousand a men who prepared the materials on Mount
month to labor on Mount Lebanon, and Lebanon, and that he speaks of Hiram, the
that he placed Adoniram over these as widow's son, simply as a skilful artisan,
especially in metals, who had only made all
their superintendent.
The ritual-makers of France, who were the mechanical works about the Temple
not all Hebrew scholars, nor well versed in according to the will of Solomon. This
Biblical history, seem, at times, to have apparent color of authority for their oprnconfounded two important personages, and ious was readily claimed by the Adoniramto have lost all distinction between Hiram ites, and hence one of their most prominent
the builder, who had been sent from the ritualists, Guillemain de St. Victor, [Bee.
court of the king of Tyre, and Adoniram, Free.,) propoundstheir theory thus: " Weall
who had always been an officer in the court agree that the Master's degree is founded on
of King Solomon. And this error was ex- the architect of the temple. Now, Scripture
tended and facilitated when they had pre- says very positively, in the 4th verse of the
fixed the title Adon, that is to say, lord or 6th chapter of the Book of Kings, that the
master, to the name of the former, making person was Adonhiram. Josephus and all
the sacred writers say the same thing, and
him Adon Hiram, or the Lord Hiram.
Thus, in the year 1744, one Louis Tra- undoubtedly distinguish him from Hiram
venol published at Paris, under the pseu- the Tyrian, the worker in metals. So that
donym of Leonard Gabanon, a work it is Adonhiram, then, whom we are bound
entitled,
Catechume des Franc- Maqons, to honor."
There were, therefore, in the eighteenth
precede d'une abrege de Phistoire d'Adoram,
century, from about the middle to near the
etc., et d'une explication des ceremoniea qui
a'observant a lareception des Maltres, etc.
In end of it, three schools among the Masonic
this work the author says:
"Besides the ritualists, the members of which were dicedars of Lebanon, Hiram made a much vided in opinion as to the proper identity
more valuable gift to Solomon, in the per- of this Temple builder:
1
Those who supposed him to be Hiram,
son of Adonhirara, of his own race, the son
of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali. His the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphfather, who was named Hur, was an excel- tali, whom the king of Tyre had sent to
lent architect and worker in metals.
Solo- King Solomon, and whom they designated
mon, knowing his virtues, his merit, and as Hiram Abif. This was the original and
most popular school, and which we now
his talents, distinguished him by the most
eminent position, intrusting to him the suppose to have been the orthodox one.
2. Those who believed this Hiram that
construction of the Temple and the supercame out of Tyre to have been the archiintendence of all the workmen."
From the language of this extract, and tect, but who supposed that, in consequence
from the reference in the title of the book of his excellence of character, Solomon
had bestowed upon him the appellation of
to Adoram, which we know was one of the
names of Solomon's tax-collector, it is evi- Adon, "Lord" or "Master," calling him
dent that the author of the catechism has Adonhiram. As this theory was wholly
confounded Jliram Abif, who came out of unsustained by Scripture history or preTyre, with Adoniram, the son of Abda, who vious Masonic tradition, the school which
had always lived at Jerusalem; that is to supported it never became prominent or
popular, and soon ceased to exist, although
say, with unpardonable ignorance of Scripture history and Masonic tradition, he has the error on which it is based is rijjpeated
supposed the two to be one and the same at intervals in the blunder of some modern
person. Notwithstanding this literary blun- French ritualists.
3. Those who, treating this Hiram, the
der, the catechism became popular with
many Masons of that day, and thus arose widow's son, as a subordinate and unimporthe first schism or error in relation to the tant character, entirely ignored him in their
ritual, and asserted that Adoram, or Adonilegend of the third degree.
At length, other ritualists, seeing the in- ram, or Adonhiram, as the name was spelled
consistency of referring the character of by these ritualists, the son of Abda, the
Hiram, the widow's son, to Adoniram, the collector of tribute and the superintendent
on Mount Lebanon, was the
receiver of taxes, and the impossibility of of the levy
of the Temple, and the one
reconciling the discordant facts in the'life true architect
legendary incidents of the
of both, resolved to cut the Gordian knot to whom all the

—

:
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Masonry were to be reThis scliool, in consequence of the
boldness with which, unlike the second
school, it refused all compromise with the
orthodox party and assumed a wholly independent theory, became, for a time, a promIts disciples
inent schism in Masonry.
bestowed upon the believers in Hiram
Abif the na,me. of JUramite Masons, adopted

ADONHIRAMITE

third degree of

2.

ferred.

3.

as their

own

distinctive appellation that

of Adonhiramitea, and, having developed
the system which they practised into a peculiar rite, called it Adonhiramite Masonry.
Who was the original founder of the rite
of Adonhiramite Masonry, and at what
precise time it was first established, are
questions that cannot now be answered
with any certainty. Thory does not attempt to reply to either in his Nomenclature of Rites, where, if anything was known
on the subject, we would be most likely to
find it.
Kagon, it is true, in his Ortlwdoxie Magonnique, attributes the rite to the
B;iron de Tschoudy. But as he also assigns the authorship of the Reoeuil Precieux (a work of which I shall directly
speak more fully) to the same person, in
which statement he is known to be mistaken, there can be but little doubt that he
is wrong in the former as well as in the
latter opinion.
The Chevalier de Lussy,
better known as the Baron de Tschoudy,
was, it is true, a distinguished ritualist.
He founded the Order of the Blazing Star,
and took an active part in the operations
of the Council of Emperors of the East
and West; but I have met with no evidence, outside of Eagon's assertion, that
he established or had anything to do with
the Adonhiramite rite.
I am disposed to attribute the development into a settled system, if not the actual
creation, of the rile of Adonhiramite Masonry to Louis Guillemain de St. Victor,
who published at Paris, in the year 1781,
a work entitled Receuil Precisux de la Magonnerie Adonhiramite, etc.

As

volume contained only the ritual
four degrees, it was followed,
in 1785, by another, which embraced the
higher degrees of the rite. No one who
peruses these volumes can fail to perceive
that the author writes like one who has
this

of the

first

invented, or, at least, materially modified
the rite which is the subject of his labors.
At all events, this work furnishes the only
authentic account that we possess of the
organization of the Adonhiramite system of

Masonry.

The

of Adonhiramite Masonry consisted of twelve degrees, which were as
follows, the names being given in French
as well as in English
1 Apprentice
Apprente,
.

rite

—

4.

6.
6.
7.

Fellow-Craft

— Compagnon.

— Maitre.
— Maitre Parfait.
Elect of Nine—
Neuf.
Elect of Perignan — Elu de Perignan.
Quinze.
Elect of Fifteen — Elu
Master Mason
Perfect Master

jE/tt

—

dea

rfe»

Petit Architecte.
Minor Architect
9. Grand Architect, or Scottish FellowCraft
Grand Architecte, on Compagnon
8.

—

Ecossais.
10. Scottish
11.

Master

— Maitre Ecoaaait.

Knight of the Sword, Knight of the

—

East, or of the Eagle
Chevalier de I'JSpee,
Chevalier de V Orient, ou de UAigle.
12. Knight of Kose Croix
Chevalier
Rose Croix.
This is the entire list of Adonhiramite
Thory and Eagon have both
degrees.
erred in giving a thirteenth degree, namely,
the Noachite, or Prussian Knight. They
have fallen into this mistake because Guillemain has inserted this degree at the end
of his second volume, but simply as a Masonic curiosity, having been translated, as

he says, from the German by M. de Beraye.
It has no connection with the preceding
series of degrees, and Guillemain positively declares that the Eose Croix is the
ne plus ultra, the summit and termination,
of his rite.
Of these twelve degrees, the first ten are
occupied with the transactions of the first
Temple; the eleventh with matters relating
to the construction of the second Temple;
and the twelfth with that Christian symbolism of Freemasonry which is peculiar
to the Eose Croix of every rite.
All of
the degrees have been borrowed from the

Ancient and Accepted Eite, with slight
modifications, which have seldom improved
their character.
On the whole, the extinction of the Adonhiramite Eite can scarcely
be considered as a loss to Masonry.
Before concluding, a few words

may

be

said on the orthography of the title.
As
the rite derives its peculiar characteristic
from the fact that it founds the third degree on the assumed legend that Adonirara,
the son of Abda and the receiver of tribute,
was the true architect of the Temple, and
not Hiram the widow's son, it should properly have been styled the Adoniramite Eite,
and not the Adonhiramite; and so it would
probably have been called if Guillemain,

who gave it form, had been acquainted
with the Hebrew language, for he would
then have known that the name of his hero
was Adoniram and not Adonhiram. The
term Adonhiramite Masons should really
have been applied to the second school described in this article, whose disciples admitted that Hiram Abif was the architect
of the Temple, but who supposed that Sol-

omon had bestowed

the prefix

Adon upon

ADONIKAM
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as a mark of honor, calling him Adonhiram. But Guillemain having committed
the blunder in the name of his Rite, it continued to be repeated by his successors, and
it would perhaps now be inconvenient to
correct the error.
Ragon, however, and a
few other recent writers, have ventured to
take this step, and in their works the system is called Adoniraraite Masonry.

him

men from among the Israelites that he
sent these in courses of ten thousand a
month to labor on Mount Lebanon, and
that he placed Adoniram over these as
From this brief
their superintendent.
statement the Adoniramite Masons have
deduced the theory, as may be seen in the
preceding article, that Adoniram was the
architect of the Temple; while the HiramAdonirani. The first notice that we ites, assigning this important office to Hihave of Adoniram in Scripture is in the ram Abif, still believe that Adoniram oc2d Book of Samuel (xx. 24), where, in the cupied an important part in the construction
abbreviated form of his name Adoram, he of that edifice. He has been called " the
is said to have been " over the tribute," in
first of the Fellow Crafts " is said in one
the house of David, or, as Gesenius trans- tradition to have been the brother-in-law
"
prefect over the tribute service, of Hiram Abif, the latter having demanded
lates it,
tribute master," that is to say, in modern of Solomon the hand of Adoniram's sister
phrase, he was the chief receiver of the in marriage; and that the nuptials were
taxes.
Clarke calls him " Chancellor of honored by the kings of Israel and Tyre
the Exchequer." Seven years afterwards with a public celebration and another trawe find him exercising the same office in dition, preserved in the Royal Master's
the household of Solomon, for it is said (L degree, informs us that he was the one to
Kings iv. 6) that "Adoniram the son of whom the three Grand Masters had inAbda was over the tribute." And lastly, tended first to communicate that knowledge
we hear of him still occupying the same which they had reserved as a fitting reward
station in the household of King Reho- to be bestowed upon all meritorious craftsboam, the successor of Solomon. Forty- men at the completion of the Temple. It
seven years after he is first mentioned in is scarcely necessary to say that these and
the Book of Samuel, he is stated (1 Kings many other Adoniramic legends, often fanxii. 18) to have been stoned to death, while ciful, and without any historical authority,
in the discharge of his duty, by the people, are but the outward clothing of abstruse
who were justly indignant at the oppres- symbols, some of which have been presions of his master.
Although commenta- served, and others lost in the lapse of time
tors have been at a loss to determine and the ignorance and corruptions of modwhether the tax- receiver under David, ern ritualists.
;

;

;

under Solomon, and under Rehoboam was
the same person, there seems to be no
reason to doubt it; for, as Kitto says, "It
appears very unlikely that even two persons of the same name should successively
bear the same office, in an age when no
example occurs of the father's name being
given to his son.

We

find, also, that

not

more than forty-seven years elapse between
the first and last mention of the Adoniram
who was over the tribute
and as this,
;

'

'

although a long term of service, is not too
long for one life, and as the person who
held the office in the beginning of Rehoboam's reign had served in it long enough
to make himself odious to the people, it
appears, on the whole, most probable that
one and the same person is intended
throughout." {Ehcyc. Bib. Lit.)
Adoniram plays an important r6le in the
Masonic system, especially in the high
degrees, but the time of action in which
he appears is confined to the period occupied in the construction of -the Temple.
The legends and traditions which connect
him with that edifice derive their support
from a single passage in the 1st Book of

Kings

where it is said that Sololevy of thirty thousand work-

(v. 14),

mon made a

Adoniram, in, Hebrew, DTJIX, compounded of px, ADON, Lord, and Din,
HiRaM, altitude, signifies the Lord of altitude.
It is a word of great importance,
and frequently used among the sacred words
of the high degrees in

all

the Rites.

Adoniramite Masonry.

See

Adonhiramite Masonry.

Adonis, Mysteries

of.

An investi-

gation of the mysteries of Adonis peculiarly claims the attention of the Masonic
student: first, because, in their symbolism
and in their esoteric doctrine, the religious
object for which they were instituted, and
the mode in which that object is attained,
they bear a nearer analogical resemblance
to the Institution of Freemasonry than do
any of the other mysteries or systems of
and,
initiation of the ancient world
secondly, because their chief locality brings
them into a very close connection with the
early history and reputed origin of Freemasonry. For they were principally celebrated at Byblos, a city of Phoenicia,
whose scriptural name was Gebal, and
whose inhabitants were the Giblites or
Giblemites, who are referred to in the 1st
Book of Kings (chap. v. 18) as being the
" stone-squarers " employed by King Solo;

"

:
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mon

in building the

Temple.

Hence

there

must have evidently been a very intimate
connection, or at least certainly a very frequent intercommunication, between the
workmen of the first Temple and the inhabitants of Byblos, the seat of the Adonisian mysteries, and the place whence the
worshippers of that rite were disseminated
over other regions of country.
These historical circumstances invite us
to an examination of the system of initiation which was practised at Byblos, because
we may find in it something that was
probably suggestive of the symbolic system
of instruction which was subsequently so
prominent a feature in the system of Free-

masonry.
Let us first examine the myth on which
the Adonisiac initiation was founded. The
mythological legend of Adonis is, that he
was the son of Myrrha and Cinyras, King
of Cyprus. Adonis was possessed of such

Venus became
enamored with him, and adopted him as
surpassing

beauty,

her favorite.

that

Subsequently Adonis,

who

was a great hunter, died from a wound inflicted oy a wild boar on Mount Lebanon.

Venus

flew to the succor of her favorite,

but she came too

late.

Adonis was dead.

On

his descent to the infernal regions, Proserpine became, like Venus, so attracted by
his beauty, that, notwithstanding the entreaties of the goddess of love, she refused
to restore him to earth.
At length the
jlrayers of the desponding Venus were
listened to with favor by Jupiter, who

reconciled the dispute between the two
goddesses, and by whose decree Proserpine
was compelled to consent that Adonis
should spend six months of each year
alternately with herself and Venus.
This is the story on which the Greek
l)oet Bion founded his exquisite idyll entitled the Epitaph of Adonis, the beginning
of which has been thus rather inefiiciently
"done into English."
" I and the Loves Adonis dead deplore
beautiful Adouis is indeed
Departed, parted from us. Sleep no more
In purple, Cypris but in watcliet weed.
All wretched beat thv breast and all aread—
'Adonis is no more.' iPhe Loves and I
Lament him. 'Oh her grief to sec liim bleed,
Smitten by white tooth on whiter thigh
Out-breathing life's faint sigh upon th
the moun-

The

I

I

I

.

tain high.'

It is evident that Bion referred the
contest of Venus and Proserpine for Adonis
to a period subsequent to his death, from

the concluding lines, in which he says:
" The Muses, too, lament the son of Cinyras, and invoke him in their song; but he
does not heed them, not because he does

,

not wish, but because Proserpine will not
This was, indeed, the favorrelease him."
ite form of the myth, and on it was framed
the symbolism of the ancient mystery.
But there are other Grecian mythologues
that relate the tale of Adonis differently.
According to these, he was the product of
the incestuous connection of Cinyras and
Myrrha. Cinyras subsequently, on discovering the crime of his daughter, pursued
her with a drawn sword, intending to kill
her.
Myrrha entreated the gods to make
her invisible, and they changed her into a
myrrh tree. Ten months after the myrrh
tree opened, and the young Adonis was
born. This is the form of the myth that
has been adopted by Ovid, who gives it
with all its moral horrors in the tenth book
(298-524) of his Metamorphoses.
Venus, who was delighted with the extraordinary beauty of the boy, put him in
a coffer, unknown to all the gods, and gave
him to Proserpine to keep and to nurture
in the under world.
But Proserpine had
no sooner beheld him than she became
enamored with him and refiised, when
Venus applied for him, to surrender him
to her rival. The subject was then referred
to Jupiter, who decreed that Adonis should
have one-third of the year to himself,
should be another third with Venus, and
the remainder of the time with Proserpine.
Adonis gave his own portion to Venus, and
lived happily with her till, having offended
Diana, he was killed by a wild boar.
The mythographer Pharnutus gives a
still different story, and says that Adonis
was the grandson of Cinyras, and fled with
father, Ammon, into Egypt, whose
people he civilized, taught them agriculture, and enacted many wise laws for their
government. He subsequently passed over
into Syria, and was wounded in the thigh
by a wild boar while hunting on Mount

his

Lebanon. His wife, Isis, or Astarte, and
the_ people of Phoenicia and Egypt, supposing that the wound was mortal, profoundly deplored his death. But he afterwards recovered, and their grief was replaced by transports of joy.
the myths.
It will be seen, agree in his actual or supposed death by violence, in the grief lor liia
loss, in his recovery or restoration to life,
and in the consequent joy thereon. And

AH

on these

facts, are founded the Adonisian
mysteries which were established in his
honor.
Of these mysteries we are now to speak.
The mysteries of Adonis are said to have
been first established at Babylon, and thence
to have passed over into Syria, their principal seat being at the city of Byblos in that
country. The legend on which the mysteries was founded contained a recital
of his

—

:

;
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tragic death and his subsequent restoration
The mysto life, as has just been related.
teries were celebrated in a vast temple at

making Thammuz and Adonis identical.
The story of Thammuz, as related in the
ancient work of Ibn Wahshik on The Agri-

Byblos. The ceremonies commenced about
the season of the year when the river
Adonis began to be swollen by the floods at

culture of the Nabatheana, and quoted at
length by Maimonides in his
Nevochim, describes Thammuz as a false prophet,
who was put to death for his idolatrous
practices, but nothing in that fable connects
him in any way with Adonis. But in the

its

source.

The Adonis, now called Nahr
or

Abraham's

river, is

el Ibrahim,
a small river of

Syria, which, rising in Mount Lebanon,
enters the Mediterranean a few miles south
of Byblos. Maundrell, the great traveller,
records the fact which he himself witnessed,
that after a sudden fall of rain the river,

descending in floods, is tinged with a deep
red by the soil of the hills in which it takes
its rise, and imparts this color to the sea,
into which it is discharged, for a considerable distance. The worshippers of Adonis
were readily led to believe that this reddish
discoloration of the water of the river was a
symbol of his blood. To this Milton alludes
when speaking of Thamrauz, which was the
name given by the idolatrous Israelites to
the Syrian god
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St. Melito, of which the Syriac
translation remains, we have the oldest
Christian version of the myth. Mr. W. A.
Wright, of Trinity College, Cambridge,
gives, iu Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, the
following liberal rendering of the Syriac:
" The sons of Phoenicia worshipped Balthi,

Apology of

queen of Cyprus.
For she loved
Tamuzo, the son of Cuthar, the king of the
Phoenicians, and forsook her kingdom, and
came and dwelt in Grebal, a fortress of the
Phoenicians, and at that time she made all

the

the villages subject to Cuthar, the king.
For before Tamuzo she had loved Ares, and
committed adultery with him, and Hephaestus, her husband, caught her and was jealous of her and he (t. e.. Ares,) came and
slew Tamuzo on Lebanon, while he made
a hunting among the wild boars. And
from that time Balthi remained in Gebal,
and died in the city of Apatha, where
Tamuzo was buried." This is nothing more
than the Syrian myth of Adonis; and, as
St. Melito lived in the second century, it
was doubtless on his authority that Jerome
adopted the opinion that the Thammuz of
"alienated Judah" was the same as the
Adonis of Syria; an opinion which, although controverted by some, has been gen;

" Tharamuz came next behind.
Whose aiiiinal wound in Lebanon allured
The Syrian damsels to lament his fete,
In am'rous ditties, all a summer's day;
While smootli Adonis, from his native rook,
Ran purple to the sea, suffused with blood
Of Tnammuz yearly wounded." i'aradise Lost.

Whether
among the

the

worship

of

Thammuz

idolatrous and apostate Jews
was or was not identical with that of
Adonis among the Syrians' has been a topic
of much discussion among the learned.
The only reference to Thammuz in the
Scriptures is in the Book of Ezekiel, ( viii.
The prophet there represents that he
14.)
was transported in spirit, or in a vision, to
the Temple at Jerusalem, and that, being
led " to the door of tlie gate of the house
of Jehovah, which was towards the north,
he beheld there women sitting weeping for
Thammuz." The Vulgate has translated
Thammuz by Adonis : " EX, ecee ibi midieres
ledebant, plangentes Adonidem; " i. e., " And

heboid women were sitting there, mourning
for Adonis."
St. Jerome, in his commentary on this passage, says that since, according to the heathen fiible, Adonis had been
slain in the month of June, the Syrians
gave the name of Thammuz to this month,
when they annually celebrated a solemnity,
in which he is lamented by the women as
dead, and his subsequent restoration to life
And
is celebrated with songs and praises.
in a passage of another work he laments
that Bethlehem was overshadowed by a
grave of Thammuz, and that " in the cave
where the in&nt Christ once cried the lover
of Venus was bewailed," thus evidently

erally adopted

by subsequent commenta-

tors.

sacred rites of the Adonisian mysbegan with mourning, and the days
which were consecrated to the celebration
of the death of Adonis were passed in lugubrious cries and wailings, the celebrants

The

teries

often scourging themselves. On the last
of the days of mourning, funereal rites were
performed in honor of the god. On the
following day the restoration of Adonis to
life was announced, and was received with
the most enthusiastic demonstrations of
joyDuncan, in a very well written work on
The Religions of Profane Antiquity, (p.
350,) gives a similar description of these
rites: "The objects represented were the
grief of Venus and the death and resurrecAn entire week was contion of Adonis.
sumed in these ceremonies all the houses
were covered with crape or black linen
funeral processions traversed the streets;
while the devotees scourged themselves,
uttering frantic cries. The orgies were then
commenced, in which the mystery of the
;

;::
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death of Adonis was depicted. During the
next twenty -four hours all the people fasted
at the expiration of which time the priests
announced the resurrection of the god. Joy
now prevailed, and music and dancing concluded the festival."
Movers, who is of high authority among

Hierapolis seem rather to have had some
connection with the arkite worship, which
prevailed so extensively in the pagan world
The magnificent temple,
of antiquity.
which in after times the Roman Crassus
plundered, and the treasures of which it
took several days to weigh and examine,
was dedicated to Astarte, the goddess who
presided over the elements of nature and
the productive seeds of things, and who was
in fact the mythological personification of
the passive powers of Nature.
The mythological legend, which has been
detailed in the beginning of this article,
was but the exoteric story, intended for tho
uninitiated.
There was also
as there was
in all these mystical initiations of the ancients, an esoteric meaning
a sacred and
secret symboliami, which constituted the
arcana of the mysteries, and which was
communicated only to the initiated.
Adonis, which is derived from the Helord or master
brew px, Adon
was
one of the titles given to the sun and
hence the worship of Adonis formed one
of the modifications of that once most extensive system of religion
sun worship.
Godwyn, in his Moses and Aaron, (1. iv.,
c. 2,) says: "Concerning Adonis, whom
sometimes ancient authors call Osiris,
there are two things remarkable aphanismos, the death or loss of Adonis
and
heuresis, the finding of him again.
By the
death or loss of Adonis we are to understand the departure of the sun
by his
finding again we are to understand his
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scholars, says, in his Phonizier, (vol. i., p.
200,) that " the celebration of the Adon-

began with the disappearance of Adonis, after which follows the

isian mysteries

search for him by the women. The myth
represents this by the search of the goddess
after her beloved, which is analogous to the
search of Persephone in the Eleusinia of
Harmonia at Samothrace; of lo in Antioch.
In autumn, when the rains washed the red
earth on its banlcs, the river Adonis was
of a blood-red color, which was the signal
for the inhabitants of Byblos to begin the
lament. Then they said that Adonis was
killed by Mars or the boar, and that his
blood, running in the river, colored the
water."
Julius Fermicius Maternus, an ecclesiastical writer of the fourth century, thus
describes the funereal ceremonies and the
resurrection of Adonis in his treatise De
Errore Profanarum Religionum, dedicated
to the Emperors Constantius and Constans
" On a certain night an image is laid out
upon a bed and bewailed in mournful
;

At

length, when all have sufficiently expressed their feigned lamentation,
light is introduced, and the priest, having
first anointed the lips of those who had
been weeping, whispers with a gentle murmur the following formula, which in the
original is in the form of a Greek distich
Have courage, ye initiate) .' The god having
been preserved out of grief, salvation will arise

strains.

to us."

This annunciation of the recovery or
resurrection of Adonis was made, says
Sainte-Oroix, in his Mysteres du Paganisme,
(t. ii., p. 106,) by the inhabitants of Alexandria to those of Byblos. The letter which
was to carry the news was placed in an
earthen vessel and intrusted to the sea,
which floated it to Byblos, where Phoenician women were waiting on the shore to
receive it.
Lucian says, in his treatise
on The Syrian Goddess, that a head was
every year transported from Egypt to Byblos by some supernatural means.
Both
stories are probably apocryplial, or at least
the act was, if performed at all, the result
of the cunning invention of the priests.
Sainte-Croix describes, from Lucian's
on The Syrian Goddess, the magnificence of the temple at Hierapolis; but he
certainly found no authority in that writer
for stating that the mysteriesof Adoni.s were
there celebrated. The Rites practised at
treatise

—

—

—

—

;

—
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;

;

return."

Macrobius, in his Saturnalia, more fully
explains the allegory thus: "Philosophers have given the name of Venus to
the superior or northern hemisphere, of
which we occupy a part, and that of Proserpine to the interior or southern. Hence,
among the Assyrians and Phoenicians, Venus is said to be in tears when the sun, in
his annual course through the twelve signs
of the zodiac, passes over to our antipodes;
for of these twelve signs six are said to be
sujjerior and six inferior.
When the sun
is in the inferior signs, and the days are
consequently short, the goddess is supposed
to wee{) for the temporary death or privation of the sun, detained by Proserpine,
whom we regard as the divinity of the
southern or antipodal regions. And Adonis
is said to be restored to Venus when the
sun, having traversed the six inferior signs,
enters those of our hemisphere, bringing
with it an increase of light and lengthened
days.

The

which is supposed to
is an emblem of winter; for this animal, covered with rough
bristles, delights in cold, wet, and miry
situations, and his favorite <bod is the acorn,
boar,

have killed Adonis,

;
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a fruit which is peculiar to winter. The
sun ia said, too, to be wounded by winter,
since at that season we lose its light and

in the harvest or other periods of the hot
season.
The real object of lamentation
was the tender beauty of spring destroyed
by the summer heat, and other phenomena
of the same kind, which the imagination
of these early times invested with a personal form, and represented as gods or
beings of a divine nature." It would not
be difiioult to apply all this to the myth of
Adonis, who, like Linus, was supposed to
be a symbol of the dying and of the resuscitating sun.
But, on the other hand, as Payne Knight
observes, this notion of the mourning for
Adonis being a testimony of grief for the
absence of the sun during the winter, is
not to be too readily acquiesced in. Thus
Lobeck, in his Aglaophamus, very pertinently inquires why those nations whose
winter was the mildest and shortest should
so bitterly bewail the regular changes of
the seasons as to suppose that even a god
was slain ; and he observes, with a great
appearance of reason, that even were this
the case, the mournful and the joyful parts
of the festival should have been celebrated
at different periods of the year: the former
at the coming on of winter, and the latter
at the approach of summer.
It is not,
perhaps, easy to answer these objections.

which are the effects produced by
death upon animated beings. Venus is
represented on Mount Lebanon in an attitude of grief; her head, bent and covered
with a veil, is supported by her left hand
near her breast, and her countenance is
bathed in tears. This figure represents the
earth in winter, when, being veiled in clouds
and deprived of the sun, its energies have
become torpid. The fountains, like the
eyes of Venus, are overflowing, and the
fields, divested of their flowers, present a
joyless appearance. But when the sun has
emerged from the southern hemisphere and
passed the vernal equinox, Venus is once
more rejoiced, the fields are again embellished with flowers, the grass springs up in
the meadows, and the trees recover their
heat,

foliage."

Such

supposed by mythologists in genhave been the esoteric doctrine of
the Adonisian initiation, hence said to be
a branch of that worship of the sun that
at one time so universally prevailed over
is

eral to

the world.

And

interpreted,

must have been founded on the

as this allegory,

fact that the solar

when thus

orb disappeared for sev-

months of winter, it followed that the
allegory must have been invented by some
eral

hyperborean people, to whom only such
an astronomical phenomenon could be
familiar.
This is the view taken by the
learned M. Baillie in his Histoire de
I'Astronomie Ancienne, who founds on it
his favorite theory that all learning and
civilization originally came from the cir-

cumpolar regions.
This tendency to symbolize the changing
seasons and the decaying and renewed
strength of the sun was common first to
the mythology of the old Aryan race, and
then to that of every nation which descended from it. In Greece, especially, we
have the myths of Linus, whose melancholy fate was bewailed at the season of
the grape picking, and whose history, although confused by various statements,
still makes him the analogue of Adonis
so that what is said of one might very
properly be applied to the other. On this
subject the following remarks of O. K.
Mailer, in his History of Greek Literawill be found interesting:
says, "evidently belongs
to a class of deities or demigods of which
many instances occur in the religions of
ture,

(p.

23,)

"This Linus," he

—

Greece and Asia Minor
boys of extraordinary beauty and in the flower of youth,
who are supposed to have been drowned,
or devoured by raging dogs, or destroyed
by wild beasts, and whose death is lamented

D
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Of

all the mythologers, the Abbe Banier
the only one who has approximated to
what appears to be the true interpretation
of the myth. In his erudite work entitled
La Mythologie et les Fables expliguees par
V Histoire, he discusses the myth of Ad(mi3
at great length.
He denies the plausibility
of the solar theory, which makes Adonis,
in his death and resurrection, the symbol
of the sun's setting and rising, or of his
disappearance in winter and his return in
summer; he thinks the alternate mourning
and joy which characterized the celebration
of the mysteries may be explained as referring to the severe but not tatal wound
of Adonis, and his subsequent recovery
through the skill of the physician Cocytus or, if this explanation be rejected, he
then offers another interpretation, which
is, I think, much nearer to the truth:
" But if any be tenacious of the opinion
that Adonis died of his wound, I shall account for that joy which succeeded the
mourning on the last day of the festival
by saying it imported that he was promoted to divine honors, and that room
was no longer left for sorrow but that,
having mourned for his death, they were
is

;

;

now

to

rejoice

at

who would

his

deification.

The

not have been in favor
of a tradition which taught that the god
whom they had served was subject to death,
sought to conceal it from the people, and
invented the allegorical explication which
priests,

'
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(Tom.

have been refuting."

iii.,

liv. vii.,

ch. X.)

may

While, therefore, we

grant the pos-

was originally some connection between the Sabean worship of the
sun and the celebration of the Adonisian
festival, we cannot forget that these mystesibility that there

ries, in common with all the other sacred
initiations of the ancient world, had been
originally established to promulgate among

the initiates the once hidden doctrine of
The myth of Adonis in
a future life.
yyria, like that of Osiris in Egypt, of Atys
in Samothrace, or of Dionysus in Greece,
presented, symbolically, the two great ideas
of decay and restoration sometimes figured
as darkness and light, sometimes as winter
and summer, sometimes as death and life,
but always maintaining, no matter what
was the framework of the allegory, the inseparable ideas of something "that was lost
and afterwards recovered, as its interpretation, and so teaching, as does Freemasonry
at this day, by a similar system of allegorizing, that after the death of the body
comes the eternal life of the soul. The
inquiring Freemason will thus readily see
the analogy in the symbolism that e.-cists
between Adonis in the mysteries of the
Giblemitea at Byblos and Hiram the
Builder in his own institution.
:

Adoption, Masonic. The

adoption

child of a Mason is
peculiar ceremonies, in

by the Lodge of the
practised,

with

some of the French and German Lodges,
and has been recently introduced, but not
witli the general

approbation of the Craft,

into one or two Lodges of this country.
Clavel, in his ffistoire PUtoresgiie de la
Franc- Maqonaerie, (p. 39,) gives the fol-

lowing account of the ceremonies of adoption.
" It is a custom, in

many Lodges, when
the wife of a Mason is near the period of
her confinement, for the Hospitaller, if he
is a physician, and if not, for some other
brother who is, to visit her, inquire after
her health, in the name of the Lodge, and
to offer her his professional services, and
even pecuniary aid if he thinks she needs
it.
Nine days after the birth of her child,
the Master and Wardens call upon her
to congratulate her on the happy event.
If the infant is a boy, a special communication of the Lodge is convened for the
Eurpose of proceeding to its adoption. The
all is decorated with flowers and foliage,
and censers are prepared for burning incense.
Before the commencement of labor,
the child and its nurse are introduced into
an ante-room. The Lodge is then opened,
and the Wardens, who are to act as godfathers, repair to the infant at the head of
The chief
a deputation of five brethren.

of the deputation, then addressing the
nurse, exhorts her not only to watch over
the health of the child that has been intrusted to her care, but also to cultivate his
youthful intellect, and to instruct him with
truthful and sensible conversation. The
child is then taken from the nurse, placed
by its father upon a cushion, and earned by
the deputation into the Lodge room. The
procession advances beneath an arch of
foliage to the pedestal of the east, where it
stops.

"
'

Whom bring you here, my brethren?

says the Master to the godfathers.
" 'The son of one of our brethren

the Lodge is desirous of adopting,'
reply of the Senior Warden.

whom
is

the

"

What are his names, and what Masonic
name will you give him?
" The Warden replies, adding to the bap'

'

surname of the child a characname, such as Truth, Devotion, Be-

tismal and
teristic

some other of a similar nature.
The Master then descends from his seat,

nevolence, or

"

approaches the louveteau or lewis, (for sych
the appellation given to the son of a
Mason,) and extending his hands over its
head, offers up a prayer that the child may
render itself worthy of the love and care
which the Lodge intends to bestow upon it.
He then casts incense into the censers, and
pronounces the' Apprentice's obligation,
is

which the godfathers repeat after him in
the name of the louveteau. Afterwards he
puts a white apron on the infant, proclaiming it to be the adopted child of the
Lodge, and causes this proclamation to be
received with the honors.
"As soon as this ceremony has been performed, the Master returns to his seat, and
having caused the Wardens with the child
to be placed in the north-west corner of the
Lodge, he recounts to the former the duties
which they have assumed as godfathers.
After the Wardens have made a suitable
response, the deputation which had bnmght
the child into the Lodge room is again
formed, and having carried it out, it is
restored to its nurse in the anteroom.
" The adoption of a louveteau binds all
the members of the Lodge to watch over
his education, and subsequently to aid him,
if it be necessary, in establishing himself
in life.
A circumstantial account of the

ceremony

is

drawn

up,

which having been

signed by all the members is delivered to
the father of the child. This document
serves as a dispensation, which relieves him
from the necessity of passing through the
ordinary preliminary examinations when,
at the proper age, he is desirous of participating in the labors of Ma-sonry. He is
then only required to renew his obligations,"
In the United States, the ceremony Las

;
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b-^cn recently practised by a few Lodges,
the earliest instance being that of Foyer
Maqonnique Lodge of New Orleans, in
1859. The Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction, Ancient and Accepted
Rite, has publislied the ritual of Masonic
Adoption for the use of the members of
that rite. The ritual for which, under the
title
of "Offices of Masonic Baptism,

Reception of a Louveteau and Adoption,"
is a very beautiful one, and is the composition of Brother Albert Pike.
It is
scarcely necessary to say that the word
BapHsm there used has not the slightest
reference to the Christian sacrament of the

same name.

Adoptive Masonry. An

organiza-

which bears a very imperfect resemblance to Freemasonry in its forms and
ceremonies, and which was established in
France for the initiation of females, has
been called by the French " Magoniierie
d'Adoptifm," or Adoptive Masonry, and the
societies in which the initiations take place
have received the name of " Loges d' Adoption," or Adoptive Lodges. This appellation
is derived from the fact that every female
or Adoptive Lodge is obliged, by the regution

lations of the association, to be, as

it

were,

adopted by, and thus placed under the
guardianship of, some regular Lodge of
Freemasons.
As to the exact date which we are to assign for the first introduction of this system
of female Masonry, there have been several
theories, some of which, undoubtedly, are
wholly untenable, since they have been
founded, as Masonic historical theories too
often are, on an unwarrantable mixture of
of positive statements
facts and fictions
and problematic conjectures. Mons, J. S.
Boubge, a distinguished French Mason, in
his Etudes Magonniques, places the origin
of Adoptive Masonry in the 17th century,
and ascribes its authorship to Queen Henrietta Maria, the widow of Charles I. of
England,; and he states that on her return
to France, after the execution of her husband, she took pleasure in recounting the
secret efforts made by the Freemasons of
England to restore her family to their position and to establish her son on the throne
of his ancestors. This, it will be recollected,
was once a prevalent theory, now exploded,
of the origin of Freemasonry
that it was
established by the Cavaliers, as a secret
political organization, in the times of the
English civil war between the king and the
Parliament, and as an engine for the support
of the former. M. Boubee adds, that the
queen made known to the ladies of her
court, in her exile, the words and signs employed by her Masonic friends in England
as their modes of recognition, and by this

—

—
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means instructed them

in some of the mysof the Institution, of which, he says,
she had been made the protectress after the
death of the king. This theory is so full
of absurdity, and its statements so flatly
teries

contradicted by well-known historical facts,
that we may at once reject it as wholly
apocryphal.
Others have claimed Russia as the birthplace of Adoptive Masonry but in assigning that country and the year 1712 as the
place and time of its origin, they have undoubtedly confounded it with the chivalric
Order of Saint Catharine, which was instituted by the Czar Peter the Great in
honor of the Czarina Catharine, and which,
although at first it consisted of persons of
both sexes, was subsequently confined exclusively to females.
But the Order of Saint
;

Catharine was in no manner connected with
that of Freemasonry.
It was simply a
Russian order of female knighthood.
The truth seems to be that the regular

Lodges of Adoption owed their existence
to those secret associations of men and women which sprang up in France before the
middle of the eighteenth century, and
which attempted in all of their organization,

except the admission of female

mem-

bers, to imitate the Institution of Freemasonry. Clavel, who, in his Histoire Pit-

toresque de la Franc-Magonnerie, an interesting out not always a trustworthy work,
adopts this theory, says that female Masonry was instituted about the year 1730
that it made its first appearance in France,
and that it was evidently a product of the
French mind. No one will be disposed to
doubt the truth of this last sentiment. The
proverbial gallantry of the French Masons
was most ready and willing to extend to
women some of the blessings of that Institution, from which the churlishness, as they
would call it, of their Anglo-ISaxon brethren
had excluded her.
But the Masonry of Adoption did not at
once and in its very beginning assume that
peculiarly imitative form of Freemasonry
which it subsequently presented, nor was it
recognized as having any connection with
our own Order until more than thirty years
after its first establishment.

was slow and gradual.

Its progress

In the course of

this progress it affected various

names and

many of which have not been
handed down to us. It was evidently conrituals,

and gallant in its nature, and at first
seems to have been only an imitation of
Freemasonry, inasmuch as that it was a
secret society, having a form of initiation
and modes of recognition. A specimen of
one or two of these secret female associavivial

may not be uninteresting.
One of the earliest of these societies wa«

tions
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that which was established in the year 1743,
at Paris, under the name of the " Ordre des
Felici/aiYes," which we might very appropriately translate as the " Order of Happy
Folks." The vocabulary and all the emThe
blems of the order were nautical.
sisters made syrabolicalljr a voyage to the
island of Felicity, in ships navigated by
There were four degrees,
the brethren.
namely, those of Cabin-boy, Captain, Commodore, and Viee-Admirat, and the Grand
Master, or presiding officer, was called the
Admiral. Out of this society there sprang
in 1745 another, which was called the
"Knights and Ladies of the Anchor,"
whicli is said to have been somewhat more
refined in its character, although for the
most part it preserved the same formulary
of reception.
Two years afterwards, in 1747, the Chevalier Beauchaiue, a very zealous Masonic
adventurer, and the Master for life of a
Parisian Lodge, instituted an androgynous
system under the name of the " Ordre des
Fendeurs," or " the Order of Wood- Cutters,"

Russia; England alone, always conserva'
tive to a fault, steadily refusing to take any
The Masons, says
cognizance of thera.
Clavel, embraced them with enthusiasm as
a practicable means of giving to their wives
and daughters some share of the pleasures
which they themselves enjoyed in their
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whose ceremonies were borrowed from
those of the well-known political society
of the Carbonari. All parts of the ritual
had a reference to the sylvan vocation of
wood-cutting, just as that of the Carbonari
The place of
referred to coal-burning.
meeting was called a wood-yard, and was
supposed to be situated in a forest the presiding officer was styled Pire Afaitre, which
might be idiomatically interpreted as Goodman Master; and the members were designated as cousins, a practice evidently borrowed from the Carbonari. The reunions
of the " Wood-Cuttei"s " enjoyed the presand
tige of the highest fashion in Paris
the society became so popular that ladies
and gentlemen of the highest distinction in
France united with it, and membership was
considered an honor which no rank, howIt was conseever exalted, need disdain.
quently succeeded by the institution of
many other and similar androgynous societies, the very names of which it would
be tedious to enumerate.
Out of all these societies which resembled Freemasonry only in their secrecy,
their benevolence, and a sort of rude imitation of a symbolic ceremonial
at last arose
the true Lodges of Adoption, which so far
claimed a connection with and a dependence
on Masonry as that Freemasons alone were
;

;

—

—

admitted

among

their

male members

—a

regulation which did not prevail in the earlier organizations.
It was about the middle of the eighteenth
century that the Lodges of Adoption began
to attract attention in France, whence they
speedily spread into other countries of
into Germany, Poland, and even
Europe

—

And this, at least,
mystical assemblies.
said of them, that they practised
with commendable fidelity and diligence
the greatest of the Masonic virtues, and
that the banquet and balls which always
formed an important part of their ceremonial were distinguished by numerous
acts of charity.
The first of these Lodges of which we
have any notice was that established in
Paris, in the year 1760, by the Count de
Bernouville. Another was instituted at
Nimuegen, in Holland, in 1774, over which
the Prince of Waldeck and the Princess of
Orange presided. In 1775, the Lodge of
Saint Antoine, at Paris, organized a dependent Lodge of Adoption, of which the
Duchess of Bourbon was Grand Mistress
and the Duke of Chartres Grand Master.
In 1777, there was an Adoptive Lodge of
La Candeur, over which the Duchess of
Bourbon presided, assisted by such noble
ladies as the Duchess of Chartres, the
Princess Lamballe, and the Marchioness
de Genlia; and we hear of another governed by Madame Helvetius, the wife of
the illustrious philosopher so that it will
be perceived that fashion, weiilth, and literature combined to give splendor and influence to this new order of female Masonry.
At first the Grand Orient of France
appears to have been unfavorably disposed
to these pseudo-Masonic and androgynous
associations, but at length they became so
numerous and so popular that a persistence
in opposition would have evidently been
impolitic, if it did not actually threaten to
be fatal to the interests and permanence
of the ]\lasonic Institution.
The Grand
Orient, therefore, yielded its objections,
and resolved to avail itself of that which
it could not suppress.
Accordingly, on
the 10th of June, 1774, it issued an edict
by which it assumed the protection and
control of the Lodges of Adoption. Rules
and regulations were provided for their

may be

;

government, among which were two first,
that no males except regular Freemasons
should be permitted to attend them and.
secondly, that each Lodge should be placed
under the charge and held under the sanc:

;

tion of some regularly constituted Lodge
of Masons, whose Master, or, in his absence, his deputy, should be the presiding
officer, assisted by a female President or
Mistress; and such has since been the organization of all Lodges of Adoption,

:

:

:

:

;
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Lodge of Adoption, under the regula-

tions established in 1774, consists of the

following officers a Grand Master, a Grand
Mistress, an Orator, an Inspector, an Inspectress, a Depositor and a Depositress
or, as these might more appropriately be
:

a Male and Female Guardian,
a Master and a Mistress of Ceremonies,
and a Secretary. All of these officers wear
a blue watered ribbon in the form of a collar, to which is suspended a golden trowel,
and all the brethren and sisters have white,
aprons and gloves.
The Rite of Adoption consists of four

translated,

degrees, whose names in French and English are as follows
1. Apprentie, or Female Apprentice.
2. Compagnonne, or Craftswoman.
3. Maitresse, or Mistress.
4. Parfaite MdUresse, or Perfect Mistress.
It will be seen that the degrees of Adoption, in their names and their apparent
reference to the gradations of employment
in an operative art, are assimilated to those
of legitimate Freemasonry but it is in those
respects only that the resemblance holds
good. In the details of the ritual there is a
vast difference between the two Institutions.
There was a fifth degree added in 1817
by some modern writers called " Female
.

;

—

—

Sublime Dame Ecossaise, or Sovereign Illustrious Dame Ecossaise; but it
seems to be a recent and not generally
adopted innovation. At all events, it constituted no part of the original Eite of
elect,"

Adoption.

The

first, or Female Apprentice's degree,
simply preliminary in its character, and
is intended to prepare the candidate for
the more important lessons which she is to
receive in the succeeding degrees.
She is
presented with a white apron and a pair
of white kid gloves. The apron is given
with the following charge, in which, as in
all the other ceremonies of the Order, the
Masonic system of teaching by symbolism

is

is

followed

" Permit me, my sister, to decorate you
with this apron, which, as the symbol of
virtue, kings, princes, and princesses have
esteemed, and will ever esteem it an honor
to wear."

On

receiving the gloves, the candidate

is

thus addressed

"The

color of these gloves will admonyou that candor and truth are virtues
inseparable from the character of a female
Mason. Take your place among us, and be
pleased to listen to the instructions which
we are about to communicate to you."
ish

The following charge
to the candidate

My

is

then addressed

by the Orator

—

"
Nothing is better caldear Sister
culated to assure you of the high esteem our
:
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society entertains for you, than your admission
as a member, thus giving you a proof of our
sincere attachment.
The vulgar, who are
always ignorant, have very naturally entertained the most ridiculous prejudices against
our Order.
Without any just reason they

have conceived an enmity which has induced
them to circulate the most scandalous rumors
concerning us. But how is it possible that
they, without the light of truth, should be enabled to form a correct judgment? They are
incapable of appreciating the good that we do
by affording relief to our fellow-creatures in
distress.

"Your sex, my dear sister, having for a
long time been denied admission to our society, alone has had the right to think us unjust.

What

satisfaction must you, therefore, now
enjoy, in perceiving that Freemasonry is a
school of decorum and virtue, and that our
laws are intended to restrain the violence of
our passions, and to make us more deserving
of your confidence and esteem.
have
hitherto frequently found ourselves at a loss
in our meetings for the agreeable ^conversation
of your amiable sex, and hence we have at
length determined to invite you into our society by the endearing name of sisters, with the
hope that we shall hereafter pass our time
more delightfully in your pleasant company,
as well as give additional respect to our Insti-

We

tution.

"

We

our Lodge the temple of virtue,
endeavor, by the exercise of charity, to do all the good we can to our fellowcreatures, and seek to subdue our own pasThe obligation that we take, not to
sions.
reveal our mysteries, prevents pride and selflove from lurking in our hearts, so that we
are enabled without ostentation to perform
all the good deeds which we are bomid to

because

call

we

practise.
" The

name of sister, that we bestow upon
you, evinces the esteem that we have entertained for your per-son in selecting you to parand to cultivate, with
the principles of virtue and benevolence.
"Having now made you acquainted with
the nature of our Institution, we are well assured that the light of wisdom and virtue will
henceforth direct your conduct, and that you
will never reveal to the profane those mysteries which should ever carefully be preserved
by the maintenance of the strictest silence.
May the Omnipotent Deity give you that
strength which will always enable you to support the character of a sincere female Mason."
ticipate in our happiness
us,

It will be seen that throughout this
charge there runs a vein of gallantry,
which gives the true secret of the motives
which led to the organization of the society, and which, however appropriate to a
Lodge of Adoption, would scarcely be in
place in a Lodge of the legitimate Order.
In the second degree, or that of Compagnonne, or "Craftswoman," corresponding
to our Fellow Craft, the Lodge is made the

:
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symbol of the Garden of Eden, and the
candidate passes through a mimic repre-

symbols and allegories which

sentation of the temptation of Eve, the
fatal effects of which, culminating in the
deluge and the destruction of the human
race,, are impressed upon her in the lecture
or catechism.
Here we have a scenic representation of
the circumstances connected with that
The canevent, as recorded in Genesis.
didate plays the role of our common mother.
In the centre of the Lodge, which represents the garden, is placed the tree of life,
from which ruddy apples are suspended.
The serpent, made with theatrical skill to
represent a living reptile, embraces in its
coils the trunk.
An apple plucked from
the tree is presented to the recipient, who
is persuaded to eat it by the promise that
thus alone can she prepare herself for receiving a knowledge of the sublime mysteries of Freemasonry.
She receives the
fruit from the tempter, but no sooner has

The fourth degree, or that of "Perfect
Mistress," corresponds to no degree in legit-

she attempted to bite it, than she is startled
by the sound of thunder a curtain which
has separated her from the members of the
Lodge is suddenly withdrawn, and she i.s
detected in the commission of the act of
disobedience. She is sharply reprimanded
by the Orator, who conducts her before the
Grand Master. This dignitary reproaches
her with her fault, but finally, with the
consent of the brethren and sisters present,
he pardons her in the merciful spirit of the
Institution, on the condition that she will
take a vow to extend hereafter the same
clemency to the faults of others.
All of this is allegorical and very pretty,
and it cannot be denied that on the sensitive imaginations of females such ceremonies must produce a manifest impression.
But it 13 needless to say that it is
nothing like Masonry.
There is less ceremony, but more symbolism, in the third degree, or that of
;

" Mistress.''

Here are introduced, as parts
of the ceremony, the tower of Babel and
the theological ladder of Jacob. Its rounds,
however, differ from those peculiar to true
Masonry, and are said to equal the virtues
in number. The lecture or catechism is
very long, and contains some very good
points in its explanations of the symbols
of the degree. Thus, the tower of Babel
is said to signify the pride of man
its
base, his folly
the stones of which it was
composed, his passions
the cement which
united them, the poison of discord
and
its spiral form, the devious and crooked
ways of the human heart. In this manner
there is an imitation, not of the letter and
substance of legitimate Freemasonry, for
nothing can in these respects be more dissimilar, but of that mode of teaching by

—

—

—

—

is its

peculiar

characteristic.

imate Masonry. It is simply the summit
of the Rite of Adoption, and hence is also
called the "Degree of Perfection."
Although the Lodge, in this degree, is supposed to represent the Mosaic taDernacle
in the wilderness, yet the ceremonies do
not have the same reference. In one- of
them, however, the liberation, by the candidate, of a bird from the vase in which it
had been confined is said to symbolize the
liberation of man from the dominion of his
passions and thus a far-fetched reference is
made to the liberation of the Jews from
Egyptian bondage.
On the whole, the
ceremonies are very disconnected, but the
lecture or catechism contains some excellent lessons.
Especially does it furnish us
with the official definition of Adoptive Masonry, which is in these words
" It is a virtuous amusement by which
we recall a part of the mysteries of our
religion and the better to make man know
his Creator, after we have inculcated the duties of virtue, we deliver ourselves up to the
sentiments of a pure and delightful friendship by enjoying in our Lodges the pleasures
of society
pleasures which among us are
always founded on reason, honor, and innocence."
Apt and appropriate description of an
association, secret or otherwise, of agreeable
and virtuous, well-bred men and women,
but having not the slightest application to
the design or form of true Freemasonry.
The author of La Vraie Magonnerie
d^ Adoption, who has given the best ritual
of the Rite, thus briefly sums up the objects
of the Institution
"The first degree contains only, as it
ought, moral ideas of Masonry the second
is the initiation into the first mysteries,
commencing with the sin of Adam, and
concluding with the Ark of Noah as the
first favor which God granted to men
the
third and fourth are merely a series of types
andfiguresdrawn from the Holy Scriptures,
by which we explain to the candidate the
virtues which she ought to practise."
The fourth degree, being the summit of
the Rite of Adoption, is furnished with a
" table-lodge," or the ceremony of
a banquet, which immediately succeeds the closing of the Lodge, and which, of course, adds
much to the social pleasure and nothing to
the instructive character of the Rite. Here,
also, there is a continued imitation of the
ceremonies of the Masonic Institution as
they are practised in France, where the
ceremoniously conducted banquet, at which
Masons only are present, is always au ac;

;

—

;

;

:

:

;
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companiment of the Master's Lodge. Thus,

Josephine presided at the meeting of one
They conat Strasburg in the year 1805.
tinued to flourish under the imperial dynasty, and although less popular, or I
should rather say, less fashionable, under
the restoration, they subsequently recovered

as in the banquets of the regular Lodges of
the French Rite, the members always use a
symbolical language by which they designate the various implements of the table
and the different articles of food and drink,
calling, for instance, the knives " swords,"
the forks " pikes," the meats " materials,"
and bread a " rough ashlar " so, in imitation of this custom, the Eite of Adoption
has established in its baniquets a technical
vocabulary, to be used only at the table.
Thus the Lodge room is called " Eden,"
the doors " barriers," the minutes a " ladder," a wineglass is styled a " lamp," and its
;

—

water being "white oil"
contents "oil,"
and wine " red oil." To iill your glass is
" to trim your lamp," to drink is "to extinguish your lamp," with many other eccentric expressions.

Much

taste,

and in some

instances,

mag-

niiicence, are displayed in the decorations
of the Lodge rooms of the Adoptive Rite.
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their popularity, and are still in existence
in France.
As interesting appendages to this article,
it may not be improper to insert two accounts, one of the installation of Madame
Cesar Moreau, as Grand Mistress of Adoptive Masonry, in the Lodge connected with
the regular Lodge La Jerusalem des Vallies Egyptiennes, on the 8th July, 1854, and
the other of the reception of the celebrated
Lady Morgan, in 1819, in the Lodge La
Belle et Bonne, as described by her in her

Diary.

The account of the installation of Madame Moreau, which is abridged from the
Franc-Magon, a Parisian periodical,

is

as

follows

The fite was most interesting and admiThe apartment is separated by curtains into
After the introduction in
different divisions, and contains ornaments ably arranged.
and decorations which of course vary in the due form of a number of brethren and
The orthodox Masonic sisters, the Grand Mistress elect was andifferent degrees.
idea that the Lodge is a symbol of the nounced, and she entered, preceded by the
world is here retained, and the four sides five lights of the Lodge and escorted by the
of the hall
continents
rope," the
" America,"

are said to represent the four

— the entrance being called " Eu-

right side " Africa," the left
and the extremity in which the
Grand Master and Grand Mistress are
seated " Asia." There are statues representing Wisdom, Prudence, Strength, Temperance, Honor, Charity, Justice, and
Truth. The members are seated along the
sides in two rows, the ladies occupying the
front one, and the whole is rendered as
beautiful and attractive as the taste can

make it.
The Lodges of Adoption flourished greatly
in France after their recognition by the
Grand Orient. The Duchess of Bourbon,
who was the first that received the title of
Grand Mistress, was installed with great
pomp and splendor, in May, 1776, in the
Lodge of St. Antoine, in Paris. She presided
over the Adoptive Lodge Le Candeur until
1780,

when

it

was dissolved.

Attached

the celebrated Lodge of the Nine
which had so many distinguished

to

Sisters,

men

of
letters among its members, was a Lodge of
Adoption bearing the same name, which in
1778 held a meeting at the residence of
Madame Helvetius in honor of Benjamin
Franklin, then our ambassador at the
French court. During the reign of terror
of the French revolution. Lodges of Adoption, like everything that was gentle or
humane, almost entirely disappeared. But
with the accession of a regular government
they were resuscitated, and the Empress

and MisMons. J. S. Boubee,
the Master of the Lodge La Jerusalem des
Inspectress, Depositress, Oratrix,

tress of

Ceremonies.

conducted her to the
where, having installed her into ofBce
and handed her a mallet as the symbol of
authority, he addressed her in a copy of
verses, whose merit will hardly claim for
them a repetition. To this she made a suitable reply, and the Lodge then proceeded to
the reception of a young lady, a part of the
ceremony of which is thus described
" Of the various trials of virtue and fortitude to which she was subjected, there was
one which made a deep impression, not
only on the fair recipient, but on the whole
Four boxes were
assembled company.
placed, one before each of the male officers
the candidate was told to open them, which
she did, and from the first and second drew
faded flowers, and soiled ribbons and laces,
which being placed in an open vessel were
Valines Egyptiennes,

altar,

instantly consumed by fire, as an emblem
of the brief duration of such objects; from
the third she drew an apron, a blue silk
and from the
scarf, and a pair of gloves
;

fourth a basket containing the working
She was then contools in silver gilt.
ducted to the altar, where, on opening a
fifth box, several birds which had been confined in it escaped, which was intended to
teach her that liberty is a condition to
which all men are entitled, and of which no

one can be deprived without injustice.
After having taken the vow, she was in-
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structed in the modes of recognition, and
having been clothed with the apron, scarf,
and gloves, and presented with the implements of the Order, she received from the
Grand Mistress an esoteric explanation of
Adall these emblems and ceremonies.
dresses were subsequently delivered by the
Orator and Oratrix, an ode was sung, the

poor or alms box was handed round, and
the labors of the Lodge were then closed."
Madame Moreau lived only six months
to enjoy the honors of presiding officer of
the Adoptive Rite, for she died of a pulmonary affection at an early age, on the 11th
of the succeeding January.

The Lodge of Adoption in which Lady
Morgan received the degrees at Paris, in
the year 1819, was called La Belle et Bonne.
This was the pet name which long before
had been bestowed by Voltaire on his
favorite, the Marchioness de Villette, under
whose presidency and at whose residence in
the Faubourg St. Germaine the Lodge was
held, and hence the name with which all
France, or at least all Paris, was familiarly
acquainted as the popular designation of

Madame

de Villette.

Lady Morgan,
Masonic

fgte,

in her description of the
when she arrived at

says that

the Hotel la Villette, where the Lodge was
held, she found a large concourse of distinguished persons ready to take part in the
Among these were Prince
ceremonies.
Paul of Wurtemberg, the Count de Gazes,
elsewhere distinguished in Masonry, the
celebrated Denon, the Bishop of Jerusalem,
and the illustrious actor Talma. The business of the evening commenced with an installation of the officers of a sister Lodge,
after which the candidates were admitted.
Lady Morgan describes the arrangements
as presenting, when the doors were opened,
a spectacle of great magnificence.
profusion of crimson and gold, marble busts, a
decorated throne and altar, an abundance
of flowers, and incense of the iinest odor
which filled the air, gave to the whole a
most dramatic and scenic effect. Music of
the grandest character mingled its harmony
with the mysteries of initiation, which
lasted for two hours, and when the Lodge
was closed there was an adjournment to the
hall of refreshment, where the ball was
opened by the Grand Mistress with Prince
Paul of Wurtemberg. Lady Morgan, upon
whose mind the ceremony appears to have
made an impression, makes one remark
worthy of consideration " That so many
women," she says, " young and beautiful
and worldly, should never have revealed
the secret, is among the miracles which the
much distrusted sex are capable of working."
In fidelity to the vow of secrecy, the
female Masons of the Adoptive Eite have

A

:

fully equal to
brethren of the legitimate Order.

proved themselves

their

Notwithstanding that Adoptive Masonry
has found an advocate in no less distinguished a writer than Chemin Dupontfes,
who, in the Encyohpidie Ma(;onnique, calls
it " a luxury in Masonry, and a pleasant relaxation which cannot do any harm to the
true mysteries which are practised by men
alone," it has been very generally condemned by the most celebrated French,
German, English, and American Masons.
Gaedicke, in the Freimaurer Lexicon,
speaks slightingly of it as established on
expresses his
insufficient grounds, and
gratification that the system no longer exists in

Germany.

Thory, in his History of the Foundation
of the Grand Orient (p. 361), says that the
introduction of Adoptive Lodges was a consequence of the relaxation of Masonic discipline; and he asserts that the permitting
of women to share in mysteries which
should exclusively belong to men is not in
accordance with the essential principles of
the Masonic Order. The Abbe Robin, the
author of an able work entitled Becherehes
sur le^ Lnitiations Anciertnes et Modernea,
maintains that the custom of admitting
women into Masonic assemblies will perhaps be, at some further period, the cause
of the decline of Masonry in France. The
prediction is not, however, likely to come
to pass for while legitimate Masonry has
never been more popular or prosperous in
France than it is at this day, it is the
Lodges of Adoption that appear to have
;

declined.

Other writers in other countries have
spoken in similar terms, so that it is beyond
a doubt that the general sentiment of the
Fraternity is against this system of female
Masonry.
Lenning is, however, more qualified in
his condemnation, and says, in his Encyclopddie der Freimaurerei, that while leaving
it undecided whether it is prudent to hold
assemblies of women with ceremonies
which are called Masonic, yet it is not to
be denied that in these female Lodges a
large amount of charity has been done.
Adoptive Masonry has its literature, although neither extensive nor important, as
it comprises only books of songs, addresses,
and rituals. Of the latter the most valuable are
1. La Ma<;onnerie des Fcmmea,

—

published in 1775, and containing only the
first three decrees; for such was the system
when recognized by the Grand Orient of
France in that year. 2. La Vraie Mafonnerie d' Adoption, printed in 1787.
This
work, which is by Guillemain de St. Victor,
is perhaps the best that has been publishea
on the subject of the Adoptive Rite, and is

;

ADOPTIVE

ADOPTIVE

the first that introduces the fourth degree,
of which Guilleraain is supposed to have
been the inventor, since all previous rituals
include only the three degrees. 3. Maqonnerie cP Adoption pour les Femmes, contained
in the second part of E. J. Chappron's
Necessaire Magonnique, and printed at Paris
This is valuable because it is the
in 1817.
first ritual that contains the fifth degree.

unions of these members were styled " Constellations " and the Rite was presided over
and governed by a "Supreme Constellation."
There is some ingenuity and even
beauty in many of the ceremonies, although

La Franc- Magonnerie des Femmea. This
work, which is by Charles Monselet, is of
no value as a ritual, being simply a tale
founded on circumstances connected with

4.

Adoptive Masonry.
In Italy, the Carbonari, or "CharcoalBurners," a secret political society, imitated
the Freemasons of France in instituting an
Adoptive Rite, attached to their own association.
Hence an Adoptive Lodge was
founded at Naples in the beginning of this
century, over which presided that friend of
Masonry, Queen Caroline, the wife of Ferdinand II.
The members were styled
Giardiniere, or Female Gardeners; and
they called each other Ougine, or Female
Cousins, in imitation of the Carbonari, who
were recognized as Buoni Ckigini, or Good
Cousins. The Lodges of Giardiniere flourished as long as the Grand Lodge of Carbonari existed at Naples.

Adoptive Masonry, American.
The Eite of Adoption

as practised on the
continent of Europe, and especially in
France, has never been introduced into
America. The system does not accord with
the manners or habits of our people, and
undoubtedly never would become popular.
But Rob. Morris attempted, in 1855, to introduce an imitation of it, which he had invented, under the name of the " American
Adoptive Rite." It consisted of a ceremony
of initiation, which was intended as a preliminary trial of the candidate, and of five
degrees, named as follows: 1. Jephthah's
2.
Daughter, or the daughter's degree.
Ruth, or the widow's degree. 3. Esther, or
the wife's degree. 4. Martha, or the sister's
degree. 5. Electa, or the Christian Martyr's degree.
The whole assemblage of the
five degrees was called the Eastern Star.
The objects of this Eite, as expressed by
the framer, were " to associate in one common bond the worthy wives, widows,
daughters, and sisters of Freemasons, so as to
make their adoptive privileges available for
all the purposes contemplated in Masonry
to secure to them the advantages of their
claim in a moral, social, and charitable
point of view, and from them the performance of corresponding duties." Hence no
females but those holding the above recited
relations to

Freemasons were

eligible for

admission. The male members were called
"Protectors;" the female, "Stellse;" there-

E
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;

by no means equal in this respect to
the French Adoptive system. Much dissatisfaction was, however, expressed by the
leading Masons of the country at the time of
its attempted organization
and therefore,
notwithstanding very strenuous efforts were
made by its founder and his friends to establish it in some of the Western States, it was
slow in winning popularity. It has, however, within a few years past, gained much
growth under the name of " The Eastern
Star."
Bro. Albert Pike has also recently
printed, for the use of Scottish Eite Masons,
The Masonry of Adoption. It is in seven
degrees, and is a translation from the French
system, but greatly enlarged, and is far superior to the original.
The last phase of this female Masonry
to which our attention is directed is the
system of androgynous degrees which are
practised to some extent in the United
it is

;

This term "androgynous" is derived from two Greek words, aner-andros, a
man, and gune, a woman, and it is equivalent to the English compound masculo-fem"
inine. It is applied to those " side degrees
which are conferred on both males and
females.
The essential regulation prevailing in these degrees, is that tiiey can be
conferred only on ^Master Masons (and in
some instances only Royal Arch Masons)
and on their female relatives, the peculiar
relationship diflFering in the difierent deStates.

grees.

Thus there is a degree generally called
the "Mason's Wife," which can be conferred only on Master Masons, their wives,
unmarried daughters and sisters, and their
widowed mothers. Another degree, called
the " Heroine of Jericho," is conferred only
on the wives and daughters of Royal Arch
Masons ; and the third, the only one that
has much pretension of ceremony or ritual,
is the " Good Samaritan," whose privileges
are confined to Royal Arch Masons and
their wives.
In some parts of the

United States these
degrees are very popular, while in other
places they are never practised, and are
strongly condemned as modern innovations.
The fact is, that by their friends as well as
their enemies these so-called degrees have
When febeen greatly misrepresented.
males are told that in receiving these degrees they are admitted into the Masonic
Order, and are obtaining Masonic information, under the name of " Ladies' MaWhen
sonry," they are simply deceived.
a woman is informed that, by passing
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through the brief and unimpressive ceremony of any one of these degrees, she has
become a Mason, the deception is still more
gross and inexcusable. But it is true that
every woman who is related by ties of consanguinity to a Master Mason is at all

times and under

all

liarly entitled to

Masonic protection and

circumstances pecu-

Now, if the recipient of an
androgynous degree is candidly instructed
that, by the use of these degrees, the female
relatives of Masons are put in possession
assistance.

of the means of making their claims known
by what may be called a sort of oral testimony, which, unlike a written certificate,
can be neither lost nor destroyed but that,
by her initiation as a " Mason's Wife " or as
a " Heroine of Jericho," she is brought no
nearer to the inner portal of Masonry than
she was before
if she is honestly told all
this, then there can hardly be any harm,
and there may be some good in these forms
if prudently bestowed.
But all attempts to
make Masonry of them, and especially that
anomalous thing called "Female Masonry,"
are reprehensible, and are well calculated
to produce opposition among the well-informed and cautious members of the Fra;

—

ternity.

A

Adoptive Masonry, Egyptian.

system invented
Egyptian Masonry.

by Cagliostro.

See

and then, bowing his head, he turned
round from right to left. And hence Apuleius [Apolog!) use's the expression "to apply the hand to the lips," manitm labris
it,

admovere, to express the act of adoration.
The Grecian mode of adoration differed
from the Roman in having the head uncovered, which practice was adopted by the
Christians. The Oriental nations cover the
head, but uncover the feet. Tliey also express the act of adoration by prostrating
themselves on their faces and applying
their foreheads to the ground. Ine ancient Jews adored by kneeling, sometimes
by prostration of the whole body, and by
kissing the hand. This act, therefore, of
kissing the hand, was an early and a very
general symbol of adoration. But we must
not be led into the error of supposing that
a somewhat similar gesture used in some
of the high degrees of Freemasonry has
any allusion to an act of worship. It refers
to that symbol of silence and secrecy which
is figured in the statues of Harpocrates,
the god of silence. The Masonic idea of
adoration has been well depicted by the
mediaeval Christian painters, who represented the act by angels prostrated before a
luminous triangle.

Advanced.

This word has two techmeanings in Masonry.

nical
1.

We

speak of a candidate as being

Adoration.

The act of paying di- advanced when he has passed from a lower
The Latin word adorare is to a higher degree as we say that a candi-

vine worship.
derived from ad, "to, ".and os, oris, "the
mouth," and we thus etymologically learn
that the primitive and most general method
of adoration was by the application of the
fingers to the mouth.
Hence we read in
Job, (xxxi. 20y) "If I beheld the sun when
it shined, or the moon walking in brightness, and my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand, this
also were an iniquity to be punished by the
judges for I should have denied the God
that is above." Here the mouth kissing
the hand is an equipollent expression to
;

adoration, as if he had said, "If I have
adored the sun or the moon." This mode
of adoration is said to have originated
among the Persians, who, as worshippers
of the sun, always turned their faces to the
east and kissed their hands to that luminary. The gesture was first used as a token of respect to their monarchs, and was
easily transferred to objects of worship.
Other additional forms of adoration were
used in various countries, but in almost
all of them this reference to kissing was in
some degree preserved. Among the ancient
Komans the act of adoration was thus per-

formed

The worshipper, having

his head
covered, applied his right hand to his lips,
thumb erect, and the forefinger resting on
:

;

advancement from the
Entered Apprentice's degree to that of a
Fellow Craft when he has made that "suitable proficiency in the former which, by
the regulations of the Order, entitle him
date

is

qualified for

to receive the initiation into and the instructions of the latter.
And when the

Apprentice has thus been promoted to the
second degree he is said to have advanced
in Masonry.
2. The word is peculiarly applied to the
initiation of a candidate into the Mark
degree, which is the fourth in the American modification of the York Rite. The
Master Mason is thus said to be " advanced
to the honorary degree of a Mark Master,"
to indicate either that he has now been
promoted one step beyond the degrees of
Ancient Craft Masonry on his way to the
Royal Arch, or to express the fact that he
has been elevated from the common class
of Fellow Crafts to that higher and more
select one which, according to the traditions of Masonry, constituted, at the first
Temple, the class of Mark Masters. See

Mark

Master.

Advancement Hurried.

Noth-

ing can be more certain than that the proper
qualifications of a candidate for admission
into the mysteries of Freemasonry, and the

"
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necessary proficiency of a Mason who seeks
advancement to a higher degree, are the
two great bulwarlcs which are to protect
the purity and integrity of our Institution.
Indeed, I know not which is the most hurtto admit an applicant who is unful
worthy, or to promote a candidate who is
The one
ignorant of his first lessons.
affects the external, the other the internal
The one
character of the Institution.
brings discredit upon the Order among the
profane, who already regard us, too often,
with suspicion and dislike; the other introduces Ignorance and incapacity into our
ranks, and dishonors the science of Masonry
in our own eyes. The one covers our walls
with imperfect and worthless stones, which
mar the outward beauty and impair the
strength of our temple the other fills our
interior apartments with confusion and disorder, and leaves the edifice, though externally strong, both inefficient and inappropriate for ite destined uses.
But, to the candidate himself, a too
hurried advancement is often attended with
the most disastrous effects. As in geometry,
so in Masonry, there is no " royal road " to
perfection.
knowledge of its principles
and its science, and consequently an acquaintance with its beauties, can only be
acquired by long and diligent study. To
the careless observer it seldom offers, at a
hasty glance, much to attract his attention
or secure his interest. The gold must be
deprived, by careful manipulation, of the
dark and worthless ore which surrounds
and envelops it, before its metallic lustre
and value can be seen and appreciated.
Hence, the candidate, who hurriedly
passes through his degrees without a due
examination of the moral and intellectual
purposes of each, arrives at the summit of
our edifice without a due and necessary
appreciation of the general symmetry and
connection that pervade the whole system.
The candidate, thus hurried through the
elements of our science, and unprepared, by
a knowledge of its fundamental principles,
for the reception and comprehension of the
corollaries which are to be deduced from
them, is apt to view the whole system as " a
rude and indigested mass" of frivolous
ceremonies and puerile conceits, whose intrinsic value will not adequately pay him
for the time, the trouble, and expense that
he has incurred in his forced initiation.
To him. Masonry is as incomprehensible as
was the veiled statue of Isis to its blind
worshippers, and he becomes, in consequence, either a useless drone in our hive,
or speedily retires in disgust from all parti-

—

;

A

cipation in our labors.

But the candidate who by slow and painhas proceeded through each apart-

ful steps
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ment of our mystic temple, from

its porch
pausing in his progress to
admire the beauties and to study the uses
of each, learning, as he advances, " line

to its sanctuary,

line, and precept upon precept," is
gradually and almost imperceptibly imbued
with so much admiration of the Institution,
so much love for its principles, so much
just appreciation of its design as a conservator of divine truth, and an agent of human
civilization, that he is inclined, on beholding, at last, the whole beauty of the finished
building, to exclaim, as did the wondering
Queen of Sheba: "A Most Excellent Master

upon

must have done

all this

!

The usage in many jurisdictions of this
country, when the question is asked in the
ritual whether the candidate has made suitable proficiency in his preceding degree, is
to reply, " Such as time and circumstances
would permit." I have no doubt that this
was an innovation originally invented to
evade the law, which has always required a
due proficiency. To such a question no
other answer ought to be given than the
Sositive and unequivocal one that "he has."
[either " time nor circumstances " should
be permitted to interfere with his attain-

ment of the necessary knowledge, nor exabsence. This, with the wholevery generally existing, which
requires an interval between the conferring
of the degrees, would go far to remedy the
evil of too hurried and unqualified ad-

cuse

some

its

rule,

vancement, of which all intelligent Masons
are now complaining.
After these views of the necessity of a
careful examination of the claims of a candidate for advancement in Masonry, and the

own good as well as that
of the Order, that each one should fiilly
prepare himself for this promotion, it is
proper that we should next inquire into
the laws of Masonry, by which the wisdom
and experience of our predecessors have
thought proper to guard as well the rights
of those who claim advancement as the
interests of the Lodge which is called upon
to grant it. This subject has been so fully
treated in Mackey's Text Book of Masonic
necessity, for his

Jurisprudence, (b. iii., ch. i., p. 165, and
seq.,) that I shall not hesitate to incorporate the views in that work into the present
article.

The
for

subject of the petition of a candidate

advancement involves three questions

of great importance First, how soon, after
receiving the first degree, can he apply for
the second? Secondly, what number of
i)lack balls is necessary to constitute a reAnd thirdly, what time must
jection?
elapse, after a first rejection, before the
Apprentice can renew his application for
:

advancement ?
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How

soon, after receiving

a former
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de-

can a candidate apply for advancement
The necessity of a full comto the next f
prehension of the mysteries of one degree,
before any attempt is made to acquire those
of a second, seems to have been thoroughly
appreciated from the earliest times; and
hence all the Ancient Constitutions have

gree,

Erescribed that "the Master shall instruct
is

Apprentice faithfully, and make him a

perfect workman." But if there be an obligation on the part of the Master to instruct his Apprentice, there must be, of
course, acorrelativeobligation on the part of
the latter to receive and profit by those instructions.
Accordingly, unless this obligation is discharged, and the Apprentice

makes himself acquainted with the mysteries of the degree that

he has already

received, it is, by general consent, admitted
that he has no right to be intrusted with
further and more important information.
The modern ritual sustains this doctrine,
by requiring that the candidate, as a qualification in passing onward, shall have made
" suitable proficiency in the preceding degree." This is all that the general law prescribes.
Suitable proficiency must have
been attained, and the period in which that
condition will be acquired must necessarily
depend on the mental capacity of the candidate. Some men will become proficient
in a shorter time than others, and of this
feet the Master and the Lodge are to be the
judges. An examination should therefore
take place in open Lodge, and a ballot immediately following will express the opinion of the Lodge on the result of that
examination, and the qualification of the
candidate.

From the difficulty with which the second
and third degrees were formerly obtained

—

a difficulty dependent on the fact that
they were only conferred in the Grand
Lodge
it
is
evident that Apprentices
must have undergone a long probation before they had an opportunity of advancement, though the precise term of the probation was decided by no legal enactment.
Several modern Grand Lodges, however,
looking with disapprobation on the rapidity
with which the degrees are sometimes conferred upon candidates wholly incompetent, have adopted special regulations, prescribing a determinate period of probation
for each degree.
This, however, is a local
law, to be obeyed only in those jurisdictions
in which it is of force. The general law
of Masonry makes no such determinate
provision of time, and demands only that*
the candidate shall give evidence of " suitable proficiency."

—

2.

What number of black balls is necessary
a rejection f Here we are en-

to conoiitute

tirely

without the guidance of any express

law, as all the Ancient Constitutions are
It
completely silent upon the subject.
would seem, however, that in the advancement of an Apprentice or Fellow Craft, as
well as in the election of a profane, the
ballot should be unanimous. This is strictly
in accordance with the principles of Masonry, which require unanimity in admission, lest improper persons be intruded, and
harmony impaired. Greater qualifications
are certainly not required of a profane applying for initiation than of an initiate
seeking advancement nor can there be any
reason why the test of those qualifications
should not be as rigid in the one case as in
the other. It may be laid down as a rule,
therefore, that in all cases of balloting for
advancement in any of the degrees of Masonry, a single black ball will reject.
3. What time must elapse, after a first rejection, before the Apprentice or Fellow Oraft
can renew his application for advancement to
a higher degree f Here, too, the Ancient
;

Constitutions are silent, and we are left to
deduce our opinions from the general principles and analogies of Masonic law.
As
the application for advancement to a higher
degree is founded on a right enuring to the
Apprentice or Fellow Craft by virtue of
his reception into the previous degree
that is to say, as the Apprentice, so soon as
he has been initiated, becomes invested
with the right of, applying for advancement
to the second
it seems evident that, as
long as he remains an Apprentice " in good
standing," he continues to be invested with
that right. Now, the rejection of his petition for advancement by the Lodge does
not impair his ri^ht to apply again, because it does not aflect his rights and standing as an Apprentice; it is simply the
expression of the opinion that the Lodge
does not at present deem him qualified for
further progress in Masonry.
must
never forget the difference between the right
of applying for advancement and the right
of advancement. Every Apprentice possesses the former, but no one can claim the
latter until it is given to him by the unanimous vote of the Lodge. And as, therefore, this right of application or petition is
not impaired by its rejection at a particular
time, and as the Apprentice remains precisely in the same position in his own degree, after the rejection, as he did before,

—

—

We

seems to follow, as an irresistible deduction, that he
again apply at the next
it

may

regular communication, and, if a second
time rejected, repeat his applications at all
future meetings. The Entered Apprentices
of a Lodge are competent, at all regular

communications of their Lodge, to petition
advancement. Whether that petition

for
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shall be granted or rejected is quite another
thing, and depends altogether on the favor

erected in honor of the dead. Hence the
interior of the temple was originally nothing more than a cavity regarded as a
place for the reception of a person interred,
and in it was to be found the soros, or coffin,
the taphos, or tomb, or, among the Scandinavians, the barrow or mound grave. In
time, the statue or image of a god took the
place of the coffin but the reverence for
the spot as one of peculiar sanctity remained, and this interior part of the temple became, among the Greeks, the aijicdg, or
chapel, among the Romans the adytum, or
forbidden place, and among the Jews the
hodesh hakodashim, the holy of holies. (See
Sanctum Sanctorum.) "The sanctity thus
acquired," says Dudley, {Naology, p. 393,)
" by the cell of interment might readily
and with propriety be assigned to any
fabric capable of containing the body of
the departed friend, or the relic, or even
the symbol, of the presence or existence
of a divine personage." And thus it has
happened that there was in every ancient
temple an adytum or most holy place. The
adytum of the small temple of Pompeii is
It is carried
still in excellent preservation.
some steps above the level of the main
building, and, like the Jewish sanctuary,

of the Lodge. And what is here said of an
Apprentice, in relation to advancement to
the second degree, may be equally said of a
Fellow Craft in reference to advancement
to the third.
This opinion has not, it is true, been universally adopted, though no force of authority, short of an opposing landmark,
could make one doubt its correctness. For
instance, the Grand Lodge of California
decided, in 1857, that " the application of
Apprentices or Fellow Crafts for advancement should, after they have been once
rejected by ballot, be governed by the same
principles which regulate the ballot on petitions for initiation, and which require a probation of one year."
This appears to be a singular decision of
Masonic law. If the reasons which prevent
the advancement of an Apprentice or Fellow Craft to a higher degree are of such a
nature as to warrant the delay of one year,
it is far better to prefer charges against the
petitioner, and to give him the opportunity
of a fair and impartial trial. In many
cases, a candidate for advancement is retarded in his progress from an opinion, on
the part of the Lodge, that he is not yet
sufficiently prepared for promotion by a
knowledge of the preceding degree
an

—

objection which may sometimes be removed
before the recurrence of the next monthly
meeting. In such a case, a decision like
that of the Grand Lodge of California

would be productive of manifest

injustice.
therefore, a more consistent rule, that
the candidate for advancement has a right
to apply at every regular meeting, and that
whenever any moral objections exist to his
It

is,

taking a higher degree, these objections
should be made in the form of charges, and
To
their truth tested by an impartial trial.
this, too, the candidate is undoubtedly entitled, on all the principles of justice and
equity.

Adytum.

The most retired and

secret

part of the ancient temples, into which the
peopl e were not permitted to enter, but which
was accessible to the priests only, was called
the adytum. And hence the derivation of
the word from the Greek privative preterite
a, and S'ueiv, to enter
that which is not to
be entered.
In the adytum was generally
to be found a taphos, or tomb, or some
relics or sacred images of the god to whom
the temple was consecrated. It being supposed that temples owed their origin to the
superstitious reverence paid by the ancients
to their deceased friends, and as most of
the gods were men who had been deified on
account of their virtues, temples were,
perhaps, at first only stately, monuments

=
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;

is

without

light.

^neid.

Bishop Warburton [Div. Leg.)
has contended, and his opinion has been
sustained by the great majority of subsequent commentators, that Virgil, in the
sixth book of his immortal Epic, has, under
the figure of the descent of ^neas into the
infernal regions, described the ceremony of
initiation into the Ancient Mysteries.
This word, in its original Greek,
aluv, signifies the age or duration of anything. The Gnostics, however, used it in
a peculiar mode to designate the intelligent, intellectual, and material powers or
natures which flowed as emanations from
the 'BvSbq, or Infinite Abyss of Deity, and
which were connected with their divine
fountain as rays of light are with the sun.
See Gnosticism.
JEra Arcbitectonica. Jjat. Architectonic Era.
Used in some modern Masonic lapidary inscriptions to designate the
date more commonly known as annus luois,
the year of light.

^on.

Affiliated

Mason. A Mason who

holds membership in some Lodge. The
word affiliation is derived from the French
affilier, which Eichelet [Did. de la langue
M-angaise) defines, " to communicate to any
one a participation in the spiritual benefits
of a religious order," and he says that such
a communication is called an "affiliation."
The word, as a technical term, is not found
in any of the old Masonic writers, who
always use admission instead of affiliation.
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is no precept more explicitly expressed in the Ancient Constitutions than
that every Masou should belong to a Lodge.
The foundation of the law which imposes
this duty is to be traced as far back as the
Gothic Constitutions of 926, which tell us
that "the workman shall labor diligently
on work-days, that he may deserve his
holydays." The obligation that every Mason should thus labor is implied in all the
subsequent Constitutions, which always
speak of Masons as working members of the
Fraternity, until we come to the Charges

There

approved in 1722, which explicitly state
that "every Brother ought to belong to
a Lodge, and to be subject to its By-Laws
and the General Regulations."
Afflriiiatlon. The question has been
mooted whether a Quaker, or other person
having peculiar religious scruples in reference to taking oaths, can receive the degrees of Masonry by taking an affirmation.
Bfow, as the obligations of Masonry are
symbolic in their character, and the forms
in which they are administered constitute
the essence of the symbolism, there cannot
be a doubt that the prescribed mode is the
only one that ought to be used, and that
affirmations are entirely inadmissible. The
London Freemason's Quarterly {1828, p. 286,)
says that " a Quaker's affirmation is binding." This is not denied the only question is whether it is admissible.
Can the
obligations be assumed in any but oneway,
unless the ritual be entirely changed? and
can any "man or body of men" at this
:

time make such a change without affecting
the universality of Masonry? Bro. Chase
[Masonic Digest, p. 448,) says that " conferring the degrees on affirmation is no violation of the spirit of Freemasonry, and
neither overthrows nor affects a landmark." And in this he is sustained by the
Grand Lodge of Maine (1823) but the
only other Grand Lodges which have expressed an opinion on this subject
namely,
those of Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Delaware, Virginia, and Pennsylvania
have made an opposite decision. The entire practice of Lodges in this country
is also against the use of an affirmation.
There is no landmark more clear and certain than that which prescribes the mode
of entering upon the covenant, and it, by
;

—

—

implication, excludes the affirmation,
any other kind but the one prescribed.

Africa.

Freemasonry was

first

or

Provincial

At

Castle.

Master for
Lodges on that continent are under the control, through him, of the Grand Lodge of
England. I doubt, however, whether any
Lodges were established at an early period
on the African continent by these provin-

At all events, the first
African Lodge that I find marked in Hutchinson's Register of the English Lodges is at
Bulam, on the coast of Africa, under the
date of 1792, and numbered a-s 495. At
present there are eighteen Lodges in Africa under the English jurisdiction, fourteen
of which are at the Cape of Good Hope,
one at Bathurst on the river Gambia, tliree
at Cape Coast Castle, and one at Sierra
Leone. The Grand Lodge of Scotland has
a Lodge under its jurisdiction at the Cape
of Good Hope, and several have been estaolished by the Grand Orient of France in
Mauritius, Egypt, and Algeria.
African Architects, Order of.
Sometimes called African Builders; French,
Architectes de FAfrique; German, A/ricanische Bauherren.
Of all the new sects and modern degrees
of Freemasonry which sprang up on the
continent of Europe during the eighteenth
century, there was none which, for the
time, maintained so high an intellectual
position as the Order of African Architects, called by the French Architectes de
I'Afnque, and by the Germans AJricanische
Bauherren. A Masonic sect of this name
had originally been established in Germany in the year 1756, but it does not
cial deputations.

appear to have attracted much attention,
or, indeed, deserved it; and hence, amid
the multitude of Masonic innovations to
which almost every day was giving birth
and ephemeral existence, it soon disappeared. But the society which is the subject of the present article, although it assumed the name of the original African
Architects, was of a very different character.
It may, however, be considered, as it
was established only eleven yeai-s afterwards, as a remodification of it.
The new Orderof African Architects owed
its existence to the Masonic zeal and liberal views of that great monarch, Frederick
II. of Prussia, to whom, also, the now flourishing Ancient and Accepted Rite traces its

No monarch in tlie royal catalogue
of Europe ever was so intimately connected
with, or took so much interest in. Masonic
affairs as the illustrious King of Prussia.
He was to the modern Institution what
tradition says Solomon of Israel was to the
ancient and if his life had been prolonged
for a few more years, until the Masonic
orders which he had established and patorigin.

at-

tempted to be introduced into Africa in
1735, through the appointment, in that
year, of Richard Hull, Esq., by Lord Weymouth, Grand Master of England, as Provincial Grand Master at Gambay, in West
Africa.
In the following year the Earl of
Loudoun appointed Dr. David Creighton

Grand Master of Cape Coast
is a District Grand
South Africa, and the English

present there

j

;

AFEICAN

AFRICAN

had acquired sufficient vigor for
and until the vast Masonic
designs which his wisdom and zeal had
initiated had gained permanent strength

guished Masons, the most prominent of
whom were Dr. John Ernest Stahl and the
Counsellor Charles Frederick Koppen. To
them he intrusted the duty of carrying his
design of a Masonic reformation into ettect.
Accordingly, in the year 1767, at Berlin,
Koppen, as the first Grand Master, assisted
by Stahl and several other men of letters,

ronized

self-support,

through his influence, there can be little
doubt that the Order of African Architects
would now have been the ruling power of
It would not, it is
the Masonic world.
true, have opposed the propagation of other
sects, nor interfered with the active and
dogmatic jurisdiction of supreme councils
or of Grand Lodges, for its favorite motto
was tolerance of all but by its intellectual
power, and by the direction which it would
have given to Masonic studies, it would
have vastly elevated the character of the
Institution, and would have hastened that
millennium for which all Masonic students
are even now so fondly looking, when every
Lodge shall be an academy of science.
The memory of a society whose intentions, although unfortunately frustrated by
adverse circumstances, were so praiseworthy,
should never be allowed to pass into oblivion, but rather should be preserved for
imitation, and in some fortunate future for
resuscitation.
Hence I flatter myself that
the present article, in which I shall endeavor
to give some details of its object and history,
will not be altogether without gratification
to the reader who takes any interest in the
subject of Masonic progress.
In the eighteenth century adventurous Masons soiight
to build many temples after their own devices, most of which have fallen into decay
but the Order of African Architects is a
block from the ruins which is well worthy
of preservation.
Frederick II., King of Prussia, who had
been initiated while a prince and in the
lifetime of his father, soon after he ascended
the throne, directed the attention of his
great and inquiring mind to the condition
of Freemasonry, for which, from his first
acquaintance with it, he had conceived a
strong attachment.
He soon perceived
that it was no longer what it once had been,
what it was capable of being, and what it
was, in his opinion, intended to be. The
great minds in its bosom, who in the olden
time had devoted their attention to science
and philosophy, had passed away, and the
;

Masonic leaders, such as Hund and Knigge
and Eosa and Zinnendorf, were occupying
themselves in the manufacture of unmeaning degrees and the organization of rival
rites, in which a pompous ceremonial was
substituted for philosophical research.
Frederick, appreciating the capacity of
Freemasonry for a higher destiny, conceived
the plan of an interior order which might
assume the place and perform the functions
of a Masonic academy.
The king communicated these ideas to several distin-

established a
rite

— call

it
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new Masonic sect, order, or
which you please
upon the

—

old and almost extinct society of African
Builders, whose name they preserved and
whose system they extended and perfected,
but whose character they entirely changed,
by such important modifications as gave to
the new Institution an original condition.
They formed a code of statutes in conformity
with the views of the king, and which were
therefore very different from those which
regulated the other Masonic bodies of the
same period. They commenced with the
declaration that the principles which
should govern them were to fear God, to
honor the king, to be prudent and discreet,
and to exercise universal tolerance towards
all other Masonic sects, but to affiliate with
none. Hence, when the Baron Hund, the
author and chief director of the widely
spread Kite of Strict Observance, whose influence had extended over so many contending sects of German and French Masonry, sought to establish a union with the
growing Order of African Architects, they
peremptorily declined all his solicitations.
As long as the Order existed, it remained
independent of and unconnected with every
other.
In fact, it carried its opposition to
any mingling with rival rites to such an extent that the Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick,
when an applicant for admission into its
fold, was rejected simply because he had
formerly taken an active part in the contentions of several of the Masonic sects.
The Order of African Architects made
the history of Freemasonry its peculiar
study. Its members were occupied with
profound researches into the nature and design of the Ancient Mysteries, in which they
found, as they supposed, the origin of our
Institution, and investigated the character
of all the secret societies which were in any
way assimilated to Freemasonry. They
also diligently cultivated the sciences, and
At their meetings
especially mathematics.
they read essays on these various subjects,
and the members communicated to each
other the results of their investigations.
They published many important documents
on the subjects which they had discussed,
some of which are still extant, and have
aiforded literary aid of great value to subsequent Masonic writers.
Every year, during the life of King Frederick, the Order bestowed a medal of the

:

AFRICAN

AFRICAN

fifty ducats on the writer of the
best essay on the history of Masonry.
The receptions were always gratuitous,

prosperity and popularity go together in
Masonry, as in all other mundane affairs.
But Frederick died in the year 1786, nineteen years after the first establishment of
the society, and in the following year the
Order of African Architects ceased to exist,
having not quite completed its second deLodge, or, rather, Chapter, it is
cade.
true, is said to have continued to meet in
Berlin until the year 1806, but it exercised
no Masonic influence, and must, in all probability, have greatly deteriorated from the
character of the original foundation.
Such is the history of an institution
which, in its incipiency, gave every promise
of exerting a most wholesome influence on
the Masonic Order, and which, if it had
lasted to the present day, and had been
always controlled by intellectual leaders
like those who directed its early days, must
have contributed most powerfully and successfully to the elevation of Freemasonry
throughout the world.
Of the esoteric or internal organization
of such a society, some account, however
meagre, cannot fail to be interesting to the
Masonic student.
Giidicke, in the Preimaurer - Lexicon,
that,
quotes from a ritual of the Order
namely, which was founded in 1756, and to
which the more recent Order of Frederick
succeeded the following legendary account
of its origin, a legend certainly more curious
than authentic
" When the number of builders in the
East was greatly reduced by the continued
prevalence of wars, they resolved to travel
into Europe, and there to form new establishments for themselves. Many of them
came into England with Prince Edward,
the son of Henry III., and were soon afterwards summoned from that kingdom into
Scotland by the Lord Stuart. Their establishment in Prussia occurred about the
Masonic year 2307. They were endowed
with lands, and received, besides, the privilege of retaining the ancient usages of the
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value of

notwithstanding which the Chapters always
became indigent

relieved such members as
and in need of assistance.

The meetings were always of a scientific
or literary character, and in some of tlie
Chapters the proceedings were conducted in

—

a sufficient evidence
the Latin language
of the educated attainments of the membei-s.
In their receptions of candidates they were
exceedingly rigorous, respecting neither
wealth nor rank nor political influence if

moral and intellectual qualifications were
wanting, an example of which has already
been given in the rejection of the Duke of
Brunswick alluded to above.
In their ceremonies they were very simple,

making no use of aprons, collars, or other
They looked more to the
decorations.
spirit and intent of Masonry than to its
outward form.
Their epithet of "Africans" they derived from the fact that in their studies of
Masonic history they commenced with
Egypt, in the mysteries of whose priesthood they believed that they had found
the

origin

of

Hence one of

the
their

modern

Institution.

most popular works

was the " Grata Repoa

;,

or Initiations in

the Ancient Mysteries of the Egyptian
Priests," written by their founder and
Grand Master, the Counsellor Charles Freda work which, published
erick Koppen
first at Berlin in the year 1770, passed
;

through

many

editions

and was subse-

quently translated into French, and was
deemed of so much importance as to be edIt
ited by Eagon as late as the year 1821.
was a standard authority among the African
Architects.

Frederick the Great was very liberal to
society, which, indeed, may well be
considered as the offspring of his genius.
A year after its organization lie caused a
splendid building to be erected for its sole
use in >Silesia, under the special superintendence of his architect, the Herr Meil.
He endowed it with sufficient funds for the
establishment of a library, a museum of
natural history, and a chemical laboratory,
and supplied it with furniture in a style of
elegance that was worthy of the king and
the Order. In this library was amassed,
by the efforts of the members and the contributions of friends, among whom the
most conspicuous was the Prince de Lichtenstein, of Vienna, a large collection of
manuscripts and rare works on Masonry
and the kindred sciences, which no other
Masonic society could equal in value.
While its royal protector lived the Order
was prosperous and of course popular, for
this

A

—

—

brotherhood which they had brought with
them, subject to the very proper restriction
that in all other respects they should conform to the ordinary laws and customs of
the country in which they happened to reside.
Gradually they obtained the protec-

monarchs in Sweden, that
Ing, about the year 1125 in England, of Richard the lion-hearted, about
1190 in Ireland, of Henry II., the father
of Richard, in 1180; and finally, in Scotland, of Alexander III., who was contemporary with St. Louis, about the year
1284."
tion of several

of

King

:

;

;

This legend could not, however, have
been admitted as veracious by the founders
of the second Order of African Architects,

::
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Junior Grand Warden.

whose history has been the subject of the
They could have looked
present article.
upon it only as a symbolical adumbration

6.

Drapier.

6.

Almoner.
Tricoplerius, or Treasurer.
Graphiarius, or Secretary.

4.

Masonry came

7.

originally from Egypt and the East, and
was gradually, and often by fortuitous cir-

8.

cumstances,
among which the Crusades
extended and
played an important part,
ramified into the various countries of
Europe.
As the Order of African Architects professed itself to be a Masonic organization,
all its instructions were of course based
upon the three fundamental degrees of
Ancient Craft Masonry. The degrees of
the Rite, for such it is clearly entitled to be
called, were eleven in number, divided into
two classes, designated as " Temples." The
first temple consisted simply of the three
degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, but the
instructions in these three degrees were far
more extensive and historical than in any
other Rite, and were intended to prepare
the initiate for the profounder investigations into Masonic history which occupied
the higher degrees. It was not, indeed,
until the candidate had arrived at the
seventh degree that the veil of mystery as
to the real design of the institution was removed. Until he became the possessor of
that degree, he did not reap the full advantage of the researches of the Order.
The degrees were named and classified as

10.

of the historic truth that

—

—

follows

FIRST TEMPLE.
1.

Apprentice.

2.
3.

Fellow Craft.
Master Mason.

4.

Architect, or Apprentice of Egyptian

SECOND TEMPLE.

9.

11.
12.

Seneschal.

Standard Bearer.
Marshal.
Conductor.

The African

Architects were not the only
in the eighteenth century
sought to rescue Masonry from the impure
hands of the charlatans into which it had
well-nigh fallen.
African Brother. One of the degrees of the Rite of the Clerks of Strict
society

which

Observance.

African Brothers.
titles

One of the'
given to the African Architects, which

see.

African Builders.

African IiOdges.
Agapte.

The

into Egyptian secrets.
Cosmopolitan Brother.

5. Initiate
6.

7.

Christian Philosopher.

8.

Master of Egyptian

secrets.

Squire of the Order.
10. Soldier of the Order.
11. Knight of the Order.
9.

The
grees,

last three were called superior deand were conferred only as a second

or higher class, with great discrimination,
their worthiness of promotion.
The assemblies of the brethren were
called Chapters.
The central or superintending power was styled a Grand Chapter,
and it was governed by the following twelve

upon those who had proved

officers

2.
3.

Grand Master.
Deputy Grand Master.
Senior Grand Warden.
F

or love-feasts,

were banquets held duripg the first three
centuries in the Christian Church. They
were called " love-feasts," because, after partaking of the Sacrament, they met, both rich
and poor, at a common feast
the former

—

furnishing the provisions, and the latter,
who had nothing, being relieved and refreshed by their more opulent brethren.
TertuUian {Apologia, cap. xxxix.,) thus
do not sit
describes these banquets "
down before we have first offered up prayers
to God ; we eat and drink only to satisfy
hunger and thirst, remembering still that
we are to worship God by night: we discourse as in the presence of God, knowing
that He hears us then, after water to wash
our hands, and lights brought in, every one
is moved to sing some hymn to God, either
out of the Scripture, or, as he is able, of his
own composing. Prayer again concludes
our feast, and we depart, not to fight and
quarrel, or to abuse those we meet, but to
pursue the same care of modesty and chastity, as men that have fed at a supper of
philosophy and discipline, rather than a
corporeal feast."
Dr. August Kestner, Professor of Theology, published in Vienna, in 1819, a
work in which he maintains that the agapse,
established at Rome by St. Clement, in the
reign of Domitian, were mysteries which
partook of a Masonic, symbolic, and religious character.
In the Rosicrucian degrees of Masonry
we find ap imitation of these love-feasts of
and the cerethe primitive Christians
monies of the banquet in the degree of
Rose Croix of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, especially as practised by French

We

:

;

1.

African

See Negro Lodges.

agapae,

:

secrets.

See

Architects.

"

;

AGATE

AGE

Chapters, are arranged with reference to
the ancient agapse. Reghellini, indeed,
finds an analogy between the table-lodges
of modern Masonry and these love-feasts of
the primitive Christians.
Agate. A stone varying in color, but
of great hardness, being a variety of the

crees that the lawful age for initiation shall
be that which in any country has been
determined by the laws of the land to be
the age of majority. The Grand Orient of
France requires the candidate to be twentyone, unless he be the son of a Mason who
has performed some important service to

SHeBO,

the Order, or unless he be a young man
the army,
place at
the age of eighteen. In Prussia the required age is twenty- five.
In England
it is twenty-one, except in cases where
a dispensation has been granted for an earlier age by the Grand or Provincial Grand
Master. In Ireland the age must be twentyone, except in cases of dispensation granted
by the Grand Master or Grand Lodge. In
the United States, the usage is general
that the candidate shall not be less than
twenty-one years of age at the time of his
initiation, and no dispensation can issue
for conferring the degrees at an earlier
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flint.

The

agate, in

Hebrew

I^JJ',

was the centre stone of the third row in
the breastplate of the high-priest, and on it
was engraved the name of the tribe of
Naphtali. Agates often contain representations of leaves, mosses, etc., depicted by
the hand of nature. Some of the representations on these are exceedingly singular.
Thus, on one side of one in the possession

who has served six months in
when the initiation may take

of Velchius was a half moon, and on the
Kircher mentions one which
had a representation of an armed heroine
another, in the church of St. Mark in
Venice, which had a representation of a
king's head, crowned; and a third which
contained the letters I. N. R. I. In the
collections of antiquaries are also to be period.
found many gems of agate on which mysAge, Masonic. In all of the Masonic
tical inscriptions have been engraved, the Rites except the York, a mystical age is
significations of which are, for the most appropriated to each degree, and the inipart, no longer understood.
tiate who has received the degree is said to
Agate, Stone of. Among the Ma- be of such or such an age. Thus, the age
sonic traditions is one which asserts that of an Entered Apprentice is said to be three
the stone of foundation was formed of agate. years; thatof a Fellow Craft, five; and that
This, like everything connected with the of a Master Mason, seven. These ages are
legend of the stone, is to be mystically in- not arbitrarily selected, but have a referterpreted.
In this view, agate is a symbol ence to the mystical value of numbers and
of strength and beauty, a symbolism derived their relation to the different degrees.
from the peculiar character of the agate, Thus, three is the symbol of peace and conwhich is distinguished for its compact for- cord, and has been called in the Pythagomation and the ornamental character of its rean system the number of perfect harsurface. See Stone of Foundation.
mony, and is appropriated to that degree,
Age, liawful. One of the qualifica- which is the initiation into an Order whose
tions for candidates is that they shall be of fundamental principles are harmony and
" lawful age." What that age must be is brotherly love. Five
is the symbol of active
not settled by any universal law or land- life, the union of the female principle two
mark of the Order. The Ancient Regula- and the male principle three, and refers in
tions do not express any determinate num- this way to the active duties of man as a
ber of years at the expiration of which a denizen of the world, which constitutes the
candidate becomes legally entitled to apply symbolism of the Fellow Craft's degree;
for admission.
The language used is, that and seven, as a venerable and perfect numhe must be of " mature and discreet age." ber, is symbolic of that perfection which is
But the usage of the Craft has differed in supposed to be attained in the Master's devarious countries as to the construction of gree. In a way similar to this, all the
ages
the time when this period of maturity and of the other degrees are
symbolically and
discretion is supposed to have arrived. The mystically explained.
Jt has already been
sixth of the Regulations, adopted in 1063, said that this system
does not prevail in
prescribes that " no person shall be accepted the York Rite.
It is uncertain whether it
unless he be twenty-one years old or more
ever did and has been lost, or whether it is
but the subsequent Regulations are less ex- a modern innovation
on the symbolism of
plicit.
At Frankfort-on-the-Main, the Masonry invented for the later Rites. Someage required is twenty in the Lodges of thing like it, however,
is to be found in
Switzerland, it has been fixed at twenty- the battery, which still
exists in the York
one. The Grand Lodge of Hanover pre- Rite, and which,
like the Masonic age, is
scribes the age of twenty-five, but permits varied in the
different degrees.
See Batthe son of a Mason to be admitted at eigh- tery.
teen. The Grand Lodge of Hamburg deThe Masonic ages are
and it will thus
.other a star.

;

;

—

:
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be seen that they are

all

mystic numbers

—

3, 5, 7, 9, 15, 27, 63, 81.

Agla.

One

of the cabalistic names of
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and the lamb is then said to support
"the banner of the resurrection." This is
the modern form in which the Agnus Dei
cross,

God, which is composed of the initials is represented.
of the words of the following sentence:
Agrippa, Henry Cornelius.
'JIX dSj?*? 133 nnN, AtahQiborLolamAdonai, Henry Cornelius Agrippa, who was distin" thou art mighty forever, O Lord." This guished as one of the greatest of occult
name the Kabbalists arranged seven times philosophers, was born in the city of
in the centre and the six points of two Cologne, on the 14th of September, 1486.
interlacing triangles, which figure they He was descended from a noble family, and
called the Shield of David, and they used it was personally remarkable for his varied
as a talisman, believing that it would cure talents and extensive genius.
In early
wounds, extinguish fires, and perform other youth, he acted as the secretary of the Emperor Maximilian, and subsequently served in
wonders. See Shield of David.
Asnostus, Irenseus.. This is sup- the army of the same monarch in Italy,
posed by Kloss, [Bibliog., No. 2497,) to have where he received the honor of knighthood
been a rmm de plume of Gotthardus Arthu- for his gallant conduct in the field. He also
sius', a co-rector
in the Gymnasium of devoted himself to the study of law and
Frankfort-on-the-Main, and a writer of physic, and received from the university
some local celebrity in the beginning of the the degree of doctorate in each of those
seventeenth century. l^e^Arthuaiva.) Under faculties. Of his literary attainments, he
this assumed name of Irenseus Agnostus, gives an ample description in one of his
he published, between the years 1617 and epistles, in which he says
"I am tolerably well skilled in eight
1620, many works on the subject of the
Rosicrucian Fraternity, which John Val- languages, and so completely a master of
entine Andrea had about that time estab- six, that I not only understand and speak
lished in Germany. Among those works them, but can even make an elegant oration,
were the Fortalicium Sdentia, 1617 Cly- or dictate and translate in them. I have
peum Veritatis, 1618 Speculum Constantice, also a pretty extensive knowledge in some
Frater non abstruse studies, and a general acquaintance
Fons Oratice, 1616
1618
Frater,
Thesaurus Fidei, 1619; with the whole circle of sciences."
1619;
Portus Tranquillitatis, 1620, and several
There is some vanity in this, but it must
others of a similar character and equally be confessed that there was much learning to excuse the weakness. The temper
quaint title.
Agnus Dei. The Agnus Dei, Lamb of Agrippa was variable and irascible,
of God, also called the Paschal Lamb, or and his disposition bold and independent.
the Lamb offered in the paschal sacrifice, is Hence his pen was continually giving
one of the jewels of a Comraandery of oflfence, and he was repeatedly engaged in
Knights Templars in America, and is worn difficulties with his contemporaries, and
more especially with the priests, who perby the Generalissimo.
The lamb is one of the earliest symbols secuted him with unrelenting rigor. He
of Christ in the iconography of the Church, travelled much, and visited France, Spain,
sometimes engaged
and as such was a representation of the Italy, and England
Saviour, derived from that expression of in the delivery of philosophical lectures,
St. John the Baptist (John i. 28,) who, on sometimes in public employments, and
beholding Christ, exclaimed, " Behold the sometimes in the profession of arms.
In 1509 he delivered lectures on EeuchLamb of God." " Christ," says Didron,
{Christ. leonog.ji. 318,) " shedding his blood lin's treatise, De Verbo Mirifico, which infor our redemption, is the Lamb slain by volved him in a controversy with the Franthe children of Israel, and with the blood ciscans and he wrote a work on the Excelof which the houses to be preserved from lence of Women, which also gave offence to
the wrath of God were marked with the the ecclesiastics, in consequence of which
The Paschal Lamb eaten by he was obliged to pass over into England,
celestial tau.
the Israelites on the night preceding their where he wrote a commentary on St. Paul's
departure from Egypt is the type of that Epistles. He afterwards returned to Coother divine Lamb of whom Christians are logne, where he delivered lectures on diIn 1515, we find him reading lecto partake at Easter, in order thereby to vinity.
free themselves from the bondage in which tures on Mercurius Trismegistus ; but his ill
fortune followed him, and he soon left that
they are held by vice."
The earliest representation that is found city, his departure being, according to his
in Didron of the Agnus Dei is of the sixth biographer, rather like a flight than a recentury, and consists of a lamb supporting treat.
In 1518 he was at Metz, where he was for
In the eleventh
in his right foot a cross.
century we find a banneret attached to this some time employed as a syndic and coun;

;

;

;

—

;
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having refuted a popular notion,
three husbands, and having dared to defend an old woman who had
been accused of wit-chcraft, his old enemies,
the monks, once more renewed their ill
offices, and he was compelled to leave the
city of Metz, bequeathing to it, as his revenge, the character of being the stepmother of all useful learning and virtue.
Thence he retired to Cologne in 1520, and
to Geneva in 1521, where poverty seems to
have pressed hardly upon him.
In 1524 he was at Lyons, in France,
where Francis I. bestowed a pension upon
him, and appointed him physician to the
king's mother an office, however, which he
lost in 1525, in consequence of twice giving

the animal fled to the river Soane, into
which he leaped, and was never heard of
more.
Martin del Rio says that whea
Agrippa travelled, he used to pay his score
at the inns in money which at the time
appeared to be good, but in a few days
turned out to be pieces of horn or shell ; a
tale which reminds us of one of the stories
in the Arabian Nights.
The same author
retails another apocryphal anecdote about
a student who, during Agrippa's temporary
absence, was strangled in the magician's
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sellor ; but,

that St.

Anne had

;

his royal mistress.
First, because he expressed his dislike at being employed by her in astrological calculations
concerning the affiiirs of France, an employment which he deemed derogatory to a
queen's physician and next, because, when
he did make those calculations, he interpreted the stars unfavorably for the king's
enterprises.
Agrippa was not of a temper
to brook this dismissal with equanimity,
and accordingly we find him, in one of his
letters written at this time, denouncing the
queen mother for a most atrocious and perfidious sort of Jezebel
pro atroeissima et
perfida quadam Jezabela.
In 1528 he repaired to Antwerp, and the
year after received from Margaret of Austria, Governess of the low countries, the
appointment of historiographer to the emperor.
The History of the Oovernment of
Charles V. was his only contribution to the
duties of this office. Soon after Margaret
died, and Agrippa again came into collision
with his old ecclesiastical persecutors,
whose resentment was greatly excited by his
treatise On the Vanity of the Sciences, which
he published in 1530, and another work
soon after, written On the Occult Philosophy.
His pension was discontinued, and in 1531
he was incarcerated in the prison at Brussels.
From this he was, however, soon
liberated, and after a few more adventures,
he finally retired to Grenoble, in France,
where he died in 1535 some writers say
in abject poverty, and in the public hospital, but this has been denied by Gabriel

offence to

;

—

;

Naude.

The

library by an irate demon, and into whose
dead body Agrippa, on his return, caused

the devil to enter, and walk several times
across the public square at Louvain, and
finally to drop dead, whereby the death
appeared to be a natural one, and suspicion
was thus averted from Agrippa. The truth
is, however,
that the treatise on occult
philosophy was of so abstruse and ra'ystical
a character, that the author found it necessary to write a key to it, which he reserved
for his most intimate friends, and in which
he explained its esoteric meaning.
Masonic historians have very generally
attempted to connect Agrippa with that
Institution, or at least with cognate mystical
societies. Thus, Gadicke {Freimaurer-Lexicon) says "
society for the cultivation of
the secret sciences, which he founded at
Paris, and which extended through Germany, England, France, and Italy, was the
first ever established by a learned man, and
was the pattern and parent of all subsequent similar societies."
Lenning (Encijc. der Freimaurerei) also
states that " It is reported that Agrippa
established in Paris a secret society for the
practice of the abstruse sciences, which became the basis of the many mystical associations which have been since originated."
But a writer in the Monthly Review (London, vol. XXV., anno 1798, p. 304,) is still

A

:

more explicit on

Thus, Paulus Jovius says, that he
devil, in the
shape of a black dog, wearing a collar containing some necromantic inscription, and
that when he was about to die he released
the dog with an imprecation, after which
gician.

was always accompanied by a

His language

as follows:

as appears

by

his correspondence, (Opughe founded a secret
society for alchemical purposes, similar to
one which he had previously instituted at
Paris, in concert with Landolfo, Brixianus,
cula,

t. ii.,

p. 1073, etc.,)

Xanthus, and other students at that uni-

The members of these societies
did agree on private signs of recognition;
and they founded, in various parts of Europe, corresponding associations for the
prosecution of the occult sciences. This
practice of initiation, or secret incorporar
tion, thus and then first introduced, has
been handed down to our own times; and
hence apparently the mysterious Eleusinian
confederacies now known as the Lodges of
versity.

on occult philosophy is the
most important of the works of Agrippa,
and which has given to him the false reputation of being a hermetic adept and a matreatise

this subject.

"In the year 1510 Henry
Cornelius Agrippa came to London, and,
is

Freemasonry."

:

;
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In 1856 there was published in London a,
Life of Cornelius Agrippa von Nette^heim,
Doctor and Knight, commonly known as a
Magieian. By Henry Morley. This is a
curious and trustworthy work, and contains a good summary of Agrippa, and interesting accounts of the times in which

Numbers are the first cause of the conTo each number is
nection of things.
attached a peculiar property
thus Unity
is the beginning and end of all things, but

he

lived.

As Agrippa

has, whether justly or not,
been thrown into a connection with Freemasonry, a brief view of his occult philosophy
may not be uninteresting. But it must be
always borne in mind, that this philosophy
was what he called it, " occulta philosophia,"
occult, hidden
containing, lilce all the
science of the alchemists, more in its inmost
recesses than appears on its surface, and
that he himself, aware of its esoteric character, had written a Isey, by which his intimate friends might be able to interpret its

—

;

concealed meaning and enjoy its fruits.
Ragon [Orthod. Mac, ch. xxviii.,) gives a
regime of the doctrines, from which the folis condensed
Agrippa said that there were three worlds
the elementary, the celestial, and the inteleach subordinate to the one above
lectual,
it.
It is possible to pass from the knowledge of one world to that of another, and

lowing

—

—

even to the archetype

itself.

It is this scale

of ascent that constitutes what is called
Magism, a profound contemplation, embracing nature, quality, substance, virtues,
similitudes, differences, the art of uniting,

—

separating, and compounding
in short,
the entire operations of the universe. It is
a sacred art, which must not be divulged,
and to whose reality and certainty the universal connection of all things testifies.
There are abstruse doctrines on the elements, of which each performed a particular function. Fire^ isolated from all matter,

manifests upon it, however, its presence
and action ; earth is the support of the elements and the reservoir of the celestial influences water is the germ of all animals
and air is a vital spirit, which penetrates
all beings, and gives them consistency and
;

—

:

has no beginning nor end itself. God is
the monad. The binary is a bad number.
The ternary is the soul of the world. The
quaternary is the basis of all numbers. The
quinary is a powerful number it is efficacious against poisons and evil spirits. The
decade, or denary, is the completion of all
things.
The intelligence of God is incorruptible, eternal, present everywhere, influencing everything.
The human spirit is corporeal, but its
substance is very subtle, and readily unites
with the universal spirit, the soul of the
;

world,

which

is

in us.

This is some part of the occult philosophy
of Agrippa, who, however, has said, in reference to abstruse theories, almost, if not
like these, that
that the books undertake to teach on
the subjects of magic, astrology, and alchemy
are false and deceptive, if they are understood in the letter but that to appreciate
them, to draw any good out of them, we
must seek the mystic sense in which they
are enveloped ; a doctrine which applies to
Freemasonry, as well as to the hermetic
philosophy, and the truth of which is now
universally admitted by the learned. The
Freemason who expects to find in the abstruse writings of Agrippa anything directly
referring to his own Institution will be
greatly disappointed; but if he looks in
the pages of that profound thinker for
lessons of philosophy and ethics, which
have a common origin with those that are
taught in the Masonic system, his labor
will not have been in vain, and he will be
disposed to place the wise Cornelius in the
same category with Pythagoras, and many
other philosophers of the olden time, whom
the Graft have delighted to call their ancient
brethren, because, without being Free-

altogether, unintelligible,

all

;

masons in outward form and ceremony,
they have always taught true Masonic doctrine.

life.
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It

is

not, perhaps, inappropriate to

There is a sublime, secret, and necessary give to such unaffiliated teachers of the
true Masonic doctrine the title of "Uncause which leads to truth.
The world, the heavens, and the stars initiated Freemasons,"
Aliabath Olam. Two Hebrew words
have souls, which are in affinity with our
The name of a
signifying eternal love.
own.
The world lives, and has its organs and prayer which was used by the Jews dispersed
over the whole Eoman Empire during the
its senses.
This is the microcosm.
Imprecations are of efficacy in attaching times of Christ. It was inserted by Derthemselves to beings, and in modifying mott in his Ahiman Eezon, and copied into
several others, with the title of " A Prayer
them.
Names have a potential quality. Magic repeated in the Royal Arch Lodge at Jeruhas its language, which language is an salem." The prayer was most probably
image of signatures, and hence the eifect adopted by Dermott, and the fictitious title
"
"
of invocations, evocations, adjurations, con- given to it of a Royal Arch Prayer in
jurations,

and other

formulae.

consequence of the allusion in

it

to the

;
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AHIMAif

" holy, great, mighty, and terrible

name

of

God."

Abiab. So spelled in the common version of the Bible, (1 Kings iv. 3,) but, according to the Hebreworthography,the word
should be spelled and pronounced Achiah.
He and Elihoreph (or Elichoreph) were the
sopherim, scribes or secretaries of King
Solomon. In the ritual of the 7th degree
of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, according to the modern American ritual, these
personages are represented by the two
Wardens.

AMman Rezon.

The title given to
Book of Constitutions by that schism
from the Grand Lodge of England which

their

took place about the middle of the
tury,

last cen-

and which was known

Masons,"

and {n, rezon, as a noun, "prince," and
an adjective, "royal," and hence, Ahiman

as

as the "Ancient
in contradistinction to the legiti-

Rezon, according to this etymology, will
builder," or, symboli-

signify the " royal

But to derive
cally, the "Freemason."
ahiman from amun, or rather amon, which
the masoretic pronunciation, is to place
known laws of etymology at defiance.
Rockwell himself, however, furnishes the
best argument against his strained derivation, when he admits that its correctness
will depend on the antiquity of the phrase,
which he acknowledges that he doubts.
In this, he is right. The phrase is altogether a modern one, and has Dermott, the
author of the first work, bearing the title
for its inventor.
Rockwell's conjectural
derivation is, therefore, for this reason, still
more inadmissible than Dalcho's.
But the history of the origin of the book
is

all

mate Grand Lodge and its adherents, who
were called the " Moderns," and whose is more important and more interesting
code of laws was contained in Anderson's than the history of the derivation of its
work known as the Book of Constitutions. title.
The title is derived from three Hebrew
The close of the first quarter of the
words, D'nX) O'him, "brothers;" HJQ) eighteenth century found the Masons of the
manah, " to appoint," or " to select," (in south of England congregated under the
the sense of being placed in a peculiar authority of a governing body at London,
class, see Isaiah liii. 12 ;) and jXl, ratzon,
whose title was the Grand Lodge of Free
"the will, pleasure, or meaning;" and and Accepted Masons of England. But
hence the combination of the three words from causes, upon which it is here unnecesin the title, Ahiman Rezon, signifies " the
will of selected brethren "
the law of a
class or society of men who are chosen or
selected from the rest of the world as
brethren. This is the etymology that I
proposed many years ago, and I have seen
no good reason since for abandoning it.
Two other derivations, however, one ante-

=

cedent and the other subsequent to this,
have been suggested. Dr. Dalcho [Ahim.
p. 159, 2d ed.,) derives
from ahi, "a brother," manah, "to prepare," and rezon," secret;" so that, as he says,
" Ahiman Rezon literally means the secrets
of a prepared brother." But the best meaning of manah is that which conveys the
idea of being placed in or appointed to a

Rez.of SoutkCarolina,
it

certain, exclusive class, as
(liii.

12,) "

we

find in Isaiah,

he was numbered inimenah) with

the transgressors," placed in that class,
being taken out of every other order of
men. And although rezon may come from
ratzon, "a will or law," it can hardly be
elicited by any rules of etymology out of
the Chaldee word raz, " a secret," the termination in on being wanting and besides the
book called the Ahiman Rezon does not
contain the secrets, but only the public
laws of Masonry. The derivation of Dalcho
:

seems therefore inadmissible. Not less so
that of Bro. W. S. Rockwell, who [Ahim.

is

sary to dwell, a schism soon afterwards took
place, and a portion of the brethren, having
seceded from the main body organized an
independent Grand Lodge.
This they
called the Grand Lodge of Ancient York
Masons, and stigmatized the members of
the original body as " Moderns," by way of
insinuating that they themselves were of
the primitive or original stock, and that
their opponents were innovators of a later
birth.
The former 'of these contending
bodies, the Grand Lodge of England, had,
in the year 1722, caused Dr. James Anderson to collect and compile all the
statutes and regulations by which the Fraternity had in former times been governed

and these, after having been submitted
due revision, were published in 1723,
by Anderson, with the title of The Con-

to

stitucions

of the Freemasons.
This work,
of which several other editions subsequently
appeared, has always been called the Book
of Constitutions," and contains the foundations of the written law by which the
Grand Lodge of England and the Lodges
deriving from it, both in that country and
in America, are governed.
But when the
Ancient York Masons established their
schismatic Grand Lodge, they found it
necessary, also, to have a Book of Constitutions and accordingly, Laurence Dermott,
;

Bez. of Georgia, 18r)9, p. 3,) thinks the derivation may be found in the Hebrew,
jIDX, amun, "a builder" or "architect,"

who was at one time

their

Grand

Secretary,

and afterwards their Deputy Grand Master,
compiled such a work, the first edition of

;:
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wMch

was published by James Bedford, at
London, in 1756, with the following title

the building of Solomon's Temple. This
history, which after all is not worth much,
" Ahiman Bezon or a Help to a Brother
includes some very caustic remarks on the
showing the Excellency of Secrecy, and the revivers of Freemasonry in 1717, whose
first cause or motive of the Institution of
Grand Lodge he calls " a self-created asMasonry ; the Principles of the Craft and sembly."
the Benefits from a strict Observance thereThere is next a "Phylacteria for such
also the Old and New Regula- Gentlemen as may be inclined to become
of, etc., etc.
tions, etc.
To which is added the greatest Freemasons." This article, which was not
collection of Masons' Songs, etc.
By Bro. in the first edition, but appeared for the
Laurence Dermott, Secretary." 8vo, 209 pp. first time in the second, consists of direcA second edition was published in 1764, tions as to the method to be pursued by one
with this title "Ahiman Bezon or a Help who desires to be made a Freemason. This
to all that are or would be Free and Ac- is followed by an account of what Dermott
cepted Masons; containing the Quintes- calls " Modern Masonry," that is, the syssence of all that has been published on the tem pursued by the original Grand Lodge
Subject of Freemasonry, with many Addi- of England, and of the differences existing
tions, which renders this Work more use- between it and " Ancient Masonry," or the
ful than any other Book of Constitutions system of the seceders.
He contends that
now extant. By Lau. Dermott, Secretary." there are material differences between the
London, 1764. 8vo, 224 pp.
two systems that of the Ancients being
A third edition was published in 1778, universal, and that of the Moderns not a
with the following title: "Ahiman Eezon: Modern being able with safety to communior a Help to all that are or would be Free cate all his secrets to an Ancient, while an
and Accepted Masons, (with many Addi- Ancient cannot communicate his to a
tions.) By Lau. Dermott, D.G.M. Printed Modern a Modern being unable to enter an
for James Jones, Grand Secretary; and Ancient Lodge, while an Ancient can
Sold by Peter Shatwell, in the Strand. easily enter a Modern one all of which, in
London, 1778." 8vo, 232 pp.
his opinion, show that the Ancients have
Five other editions were published the secrets which are not in the possession of the
4th, whose date is unknown to me, but it Moderns.
This, he considers, a convincing
must have been in 1779 the 5th in 1780
proof that the Modern Masons were innovathe 6th in 1800 ; the 7th in 1807 and the tors upon the established system, and had in8th in 1813. In this year, the Ancient stituted their Lodges and framed their ritual
Grand Lodge was dissolved by the union without a sufficient knowledge of the arcana
of the two Grand Lodges of England, and of the Craft. But the Modern Masons, with
a new Book of Constitutions having been more semblance of truth, thought that the
adopted for the united body, the Ahiman additional secrets of the Ancients were only
Bezon became useless, and no subsequent innovations that they had made upon the
and hence, they
edition was ever published.
true body of Masonry
The earlier editions of this work are considered their ignorance of these newly
among the rarest of Masonic publications. invented secrets was the best evidence of
Hence they are highly prized by collectors, their own superior antiquity.
Dermott has next published the famous
and I esteem myself fortunate in being the
possessor of exemplars of the second, third, Leland MS., together with the commencopy of the resolutions
and seventh editions.
taries of Locke.
In the year 1856, Mr. Leon Hyneman, adopted in 1772, by the Grand Lodges of
of Philadelphia, who was engaged in a re- Ireland and Scotland, in which they recogprint of old standard Masonic works, (an nized the Grand Lodge of Ancients, conenterprise which should have received bet- cludes the preface or introduction, which
ter patronage than it did,) republished the in the third edition consists of 62 pages.
The Ahiman Bezon proper, then, begins
second edition, with a few explanatory
with 23 pages of an encomium on Masonry,
notes.
As this book contains those principles of and an explanation of its principles. Many
Masonic law by which, for three-fourths of a modern Masonic address is better written,
a century, a large and intelligent portion and contains more important and instrucof the Craft were governed and .as it is tive matter than this prefatory discourse.
On the 27th page we find "The Old
now becoming rare and, to the generality
of readers, inaccessible, some brief review Charges of the Free and AcceptedMasons."
These Charges were first printed in Anderof its contents may not be uninteresting.
The Preface or Address to the Reader, son's Constitutions, in 1723, and have always
which is a long one, contains what pur- been considered of the highest value as
ports to be a history of Masonry, whose Masonic law. Dermott's Charges are inorigin, under that name, Dermott places at terpolated and much altered, bping a copy
:

;

;

:

:

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

A
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of those In Anderson's
are therefore deemed of
Fifty pages are next
"General Regulations

AHIMAN

1738 edition, and

Grand Lodge of Maryland."

no authority.

1797.

occupied with the
of the Free and

Ritual,

These are borrowed
Accepted Masons."
from the second edition of Anderson, which
edition has never been in great repute. But
even here, Dermott's alterations and inno-

5.

"

Baltimore,

The Ahiman Rezon and Masonic

published by the order of the
Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee." Newbern, N. C, 1805.
6. " An Ahiman Rezon, for the use of
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, Ancient York Masons, and the Lodges under
the Register and Masonic Jurisdiction
thereof.
Compiled and arranged with considerable additions, at the request of the
Grand Lodge, and published by their authority.
By Brother Frederick Dalcho,
M. D., etc." Charleston, S. C, 1807.
second edition was published by the same
author, in 1822, and a third, in 1852, by
Dr. Albert G. Mackey. In this third edition, the title was changed to that of " The
Ahiman Rezon, or Book of Constitutions,
etc." And the work was in a great measure
expurgated of the peculiarities of Dermott,
and made to conform more closely to the
Audersonian Constitutions. A fourth edition was published by the same editor, in
1871, in which everything antagonistic to
the original Book of Constitutions has been

vations are so considerable as to render this
part of his work entirely untrustworthy as
an exponent of Masonic law.
The rest of the book, comprising more
than a hundred pages, consists of " A Collection of Masonic Songs," of the poetical
merits of which the less said the better for
the literary reputation of the writers.
Imperfect, however, as was this work, it
for a long time constituted the statute book
of the " Ancient Masons ;" and hence those
Lodges in America which derived their
authority from the Dermott or Ancient
Grand Lodge of England, accepted its contents as a true exposition of Masonic law
and several of their Grand Lodges caused
similar works to be compiled for their own
government, adopting the title of Ahiman
Eezon, which thus became the peculiar
designation of the volume which contained
the fundamental law of the "Ancients,"
while the original title of Book of Constitutions continued to be retained by the
" Moderns," to designate the volume used
by them for the same purpose.
Of the Ahiman Kezons compiled and
published in America, the following are the

etc.
by Samuel Cole." Baltimore, 1817.
8vo, 332
92 pp. There was a second edition in 1826.
8. " Ahiman Rezon
prepared under the

principal.

direction of the

" Ahiman Rezon abridged and digested
would be Free and
Accepted Masons, etc. Published by order
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania; by
William Smith, D.D." Philadelphia, 1783.
A new Ahiman Eezon was published by
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1825.
2. " Charges and Regulations of tlie Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and
Accepted Masons, extracted from the Aliiman Rezon, etc. Published by the consent

by

1.

as a help to all that are or

and direction of the Grand Lodge of Nova
Scotia." Halifax, 1786.
3. " The New Ahiman Rezon, containing
the Laws and Constitution of Virginia, etc.

By John K. Reade, present Deputy Grand
Master of Virginia, etc." Richmond, 1791.
Another edition was published in 1818, by
James Henderson.
4.

"The Maryland Ahiman Rezon

of

Free and Accepted Masons, containing the
History of Masonry from the establishment
of the Grand Lodge to the present time
with their Ancient Charges, Addresses,
Prayers, Lectures, Prologues, Epilogues,
Songs, etc., collected from the Old Records,
Faithful Traditions and Lodge Books by
G. Keating. Compiled by order of the
;

A

omitted.

"The Freemason's Library and Gen-

7.

eral Ahiman Rezon : containing a delineation of the true principles of Freemasonry,
;

+

:

Wm.

Grand Lodge of Georgia;
Rockwell, Grand Master of

S.

Masons of Georgia."
Savannah, 1859.
4to and 8vo, 404 pp. But neither this
work nor the third and fourth editions of
the Ahiman Rezon of South Carolina have
'

any connection in principle or theory with
the Ahiman Rezon of Dermott. They have
borrowed the name from the " Ancient Masons," but they derive all their law and
their authorities from the "Moderns," or
the legal Masons of the last century.
9. " The General Ahiman
Rezon and

Freemason's Guide, by Daniel Sickles."
York, 186(3.
8vo, pp. 408.
This
book, like Rockwell's, has no other connection with the archetypal work of Dermott
but the name.
Many of the Grand Lodges of the United
States having derived their existence and
authority from the Dermott Grand Lodge,

New

the influence of his Ahiman Rezon was for
a long time exercised over the Lodges of
this country and, indeed, it is only within
a comparatively recent period, that the
true principles of Masonic law, as expounded in the first editions of Anderson's
Constitutions, have been universallyadopted
;

among American Masons.

•
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It must, however, be observed, in justice
to Dermott, who has been rather too grossly
abused by Mitchell and a few other writers,

" In ancient times, the Christian Masons
were charged to comply with the Christian

that the innovations upon the old laws of
Masonry, which are to be found in the
Ahiman Eezon, are for the most part not to

be charged upon him, but upon Dr. Anderson himself, who, for the first time, iutroduced them into the second edition of the
Book of Constitutions, published in 1738.
It is surprising, and accountable only on
the ground of sheer carelessness on the part
of the supervising committee, that the

Grand Lodge should, in 1738, have approved of these alterations made by Anderson, and still more surprising that it was
not until 1755 that a new or third edition
of the Constitutions should have been published, in which these alterations of 1738
were expunged, and the old regulations
and the old language restored. But whatever

may have been

the causes of this over-

not to be doubted that, at the
time of the schism, the edition of the Book
of Constitutions of 1738 was considered as
the authorized exponent of Masonic law
sight,

it

by the

is

original or regular

Grand Lodge of

England, and was adopted, with but little
change, by Dermott as the basis of his
Ahiman Eezon. How much this edition of
1738 differed from that of 1723, which is
now considered the only true authority for
ancient law, and how much it agreed with
Dermott's Ahiman Rezon, will be evident
from the following specimens of the first
of the Old Charges, correctly taken from
each of the three works:
First of the Old Charges in the Book of
Constitutions, edit., 1723.
"A Mason is obliged by his tenure to obey
the moral law and if he rightly understands
the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist,
nor an irreligious libertine. But though in
ancient times Masons were charged, in
every country, to be of the religion of that
country or nation, whatever it was, yet it
is now thought more expedient only to
oblige them to that religion in which all men
agreed, leaving their particular opinions to
themselves that is to be good men and true,
or men of honor and honesty, by whatever
denominations or persuasions they may be
distinguished; whereby Masonry becomes
the centre of union, and the means of conciliating true friendship among persons that
must have remained at a perpetual distance."
First of the Old Charges in the Book of
Constitutions, edit., 1738.
"A Mason is obliged by his tenure to observe the moral law, as a true Noachida ;
and if he rightly understands the Craft, he
will never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine, nor act against conad^nce.
;

;

O
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usages of each country where they travelled or
worked. But Masonry being found in all naiions,even of divers religions, they are now only
charged to adhere to that religion in which
all men agree, (leaving each brother to his
own particular opinions;) that is, to be good
men and true, men of honor and honesty,
by whatever names, religions, or persuasions
they may be distinguished for they all
agree in the three great articles of Noah
enough to preserve the cement of the Lodge.
Thus, Masonry is the centre of their union,
and the happy means of conciliating persons that otherwise must have remained at
a perpetual distance."
First of the Old Charges in Dermott's
;

Ahiman Rezon.
"A Mason is obliged by

his tenure to observe the moral law, as a true Noachida ;
and if he rightly understands the Craft, he
will never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine, nor act against conscience.
" In ancient times, the Christian Masons
were charged to comply with the Christian
usages of each country where they travelled
or worked; being found in all nations, even
of divers religions.
" They are generally charged to adhere to
that religion in which all men agree, (leaving each brother to his own particular opinions;) that is, to be good men and true,
men of honor and honesty, by whatever
names, religions, or persuasions they may be
distinguished ; for they all agree in the three
great articles of Noah enough to p^-eserve the
cement of the Lodge.
" Thus, Masonry is the centre of their
union, and the happy means of conciliating
persons that otherwise must have remained
at a perpetual distance."
The italics in the second and third extracts will show what innovations Anderson
made, in 1738, on the Charges as originally published in 1723, and how closely
Dermott followed him in adopting these innovations. There is, in fact, much less difference between the Ahiman Eezon of Dermott, and Anderson's edition of the Book of
Constitutions, printed in 1738, than there
is between the latter and the first edition
of the Constitutions, printed in 1723. But
the great points of difference between the
" Ancients " and the " Moderns," points
which kept them apart for so many years,
are to be found in their work and ritual,
for an account of which the reader is referred to the article Ancients.
Ahlsar. See Achishar.
skilful artificer of the
Aboliab.
tribe of Dan, who was appointed, together
with Bezaleel, to construct the tabernacle
in the wilderness and the ark of the cove-
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AID

nant. He is referred to in the Eoyal Arch degree of the English and American systems.
The principle of evil in
the system of Zoroaster, and as such opposed to Ormuzd, the principle of good.
He emanated, pure, from the primitive
Ormuzd
light, and was the second born
being the first ; but Ahriman, yielding to
pride, ambition, and hatred of the first born,
or principle of good, was condemned by the
Eternal to dwell for 12,000 years in that part
of space where no ray of light reaches, at
the end of which time the contest between
lAght and Darkness, or Oood and Evil, will
terminate. See Zoroaster.

Ahriman.

—

Alchmalotarcli.

;

ture

you can spare from the call of naand the due care of your families,

all

should only remain in your possession as a
ready sacrifice to the necessities of an un-.
fortunate, distressed brother. Let the distressed cottage feel the warmth of your
Masonic zeal, and, if possible, exceed even
the unabating ardor of Christian charity.
At your approach let the orphan cease to
weep, and in the sound of your voice let the
widow forget her sorrow."
Another restriction laid upon this duty
of aid and assistance by the obligations of
Masonry is, that the giver shall not be
lavish beyond his means in the disposition
his benevolence.
What he bestows
must be such as he can give " without material injury to himself or family."
No
man should wrong his wife or children that
he may do a benefit to a stranger, or even
The obligations laid on a
to a brother.
Mason to grant aid and assistance to the
needy and distressed seem to be in the following gradations: first, to his family;
next, to his brethren; and, lastly, to the
world at large.
So far this subject has been viewed in a
general reference to that spirit of kindness
which should actuate all men, and which it
is the object of Masonic teaching to impress on the mind of every Mason as a

The title given by of

the Jews to the Prince of the Captivity, or
representative of the kings of Israel at
Babylon. See Prince of the. Captivity.
Assistance. The duty of
Aid
aiding and assisting, not only all worthy
distressed Master Masons, but their widows
and orphans also, "wheresoever dispersed
over the face of the globe," is one of the
most important obligations that is imposed
upon every brother of the " mystic tie" by
the whole scope and tenor of the Masonic
Institution.
The regulations for the exercise of this duty are few, but rational.
In
the first place, a Master Mason who is in
distress has a greater claim, under equal
circumstances, to the aid and assistance of
his brother, than one who, being in the
Order, has not attained that degree, or who
is altogether a profane.
This is strictly in
accordance with the natural instincts of the
human heart, which will always prefer a
friend to a stranger, or, as it is rather energetically expressed in the language of Long
Tom Coffin, " a messmate before a shipmate,
a shipmate before a stranger, and a stranger
before a dog " and it is also strictly in accordance with the teaching of the Apostle
of the Gentiles, who has said: "As we have
opportunity, therefore, let us do good to all
men, especially unto them who are of the
household."
But this exclusiveness is only to be practised under circumstances which make a
selection imperatively necessary.
Where
the grant of relief to the profane would incapacitate us from granting similar relief
to our brother, then must the preference be
given to him who is " of the household."
But the earliest symbolic lessons of the
ritual teach the Mason not to restrict his
benevolence within the narrow limits of the
Fraternity, but to acknowledge the claims
of all men, who need it, to assistance. Inwood has beautifully said: "The humble
condition both of property and dress, of
penury and want, in which you were received into the Lodge, should make you at
all times sensible of the distresses of poverty,

and

and

common duty

of humanity, and whose disposition Masonry only seeks to direct and
guide. But there is another aspect in which
this subject may be considered, namely,
in that peculiar and technical one of Masonic aid and assistance due from one Mason to another. Here there is a duty declared, and a correlative right inferred; for
if it is the duty of one Mason to assist
another, it follows that every Mason has
the right to claim that assistance from his
brother.
It is this duty that the obligations of Masonry are especially intended to
enforce; it is this right that they are intended to sustain. The symbolic ritual of
Masonry which refers, as, for instance, in
the first degree, to the virtue of benevolence, refers to it in the general sense of a
virtue which all men should practise. But
when the Mason reaches the third degree,
he discovers new obligations which restrict
and define the exercise of this duty of aid

and

assistance.
So far as his obligations
control him, the Mason, as a Mason, is not
legally bound to extend his aid beyond the
just claimants in his own Fraternity. To

do good to all men is of course inculcated
and recommended to do good to the household is enforced and made compulsory by
legal enactment and sanction.
Now, as there is here, on one side, a duty,
and on the other side a right, it is proper
to inquire what are the regulations or laws
;

:

AID
by which

this

duty

is
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controlled

and

this

right maintained.
The duty to grant

and the right to claim
Masonically is recognized in the following passage of the Old Charges of
1722:
" But if you discover him to be a true
and genuine brother, you are to respect
him accordingly and if he is in want, you
relief

4. The widow and orphans of a Master
Mason have the claim of the husband and
father extended to them.
The written law

says nothing explicitly on this point, but
the unwritten or ritualistic law expressly
declares that it is our duty " to contribute
to the relief of a worthy, distressed brother,
his

relieve

him

if

you can, or

else direct

him how he may be relieved. You must
employ him some days, or else recommend
him to be employed. But you are not
charged to do beyond your ability only to
prefer a poor brother, who is a good man
and true, before any other people in the
;

same circumstances."
This written law agrees in its conditions
and directions, so far as it goes, with the
unwritten law of the Order, and from the
two we may deduce the following principles
1. The applicant must be a Master Mason.
In 1722, the charitable benefits of
Masonry were extended, it is true, to Entered Apprentices, and an Apprentice was
recognized, in the language of the law, as
"a true and genuine brother." But this
was because at that time only the first degree was conferred in subordinate Lodges,
Fellow Crafts and Master Masons being
made in the Grand Lodge. Hence the
great mass of the Fraternity consisted of
Apprentices, and many Masons never proceeded any further. But the second and
third degrees are now always conferred in
subordinate Lodges, and very few initiates
voluntarily stop short of the Master's degree.
Hence the mass of the Fraternity
now consists of Master Masons, and the law
which formerly applied to Apprentices is,
under our present organization, made applicable only to those who have become
,

Master Masons.

widow and orphans."

5.

;

must

And lastly, in granting reliefer

ance, the
profane.

Mason

is

to

The

contributing member of a Lodge, is to be
considered as " worthy," in the technical
sense of the term. An expelled, a suspended, or a non-afflliated Mason, does not
meet the required condition of " a regularly contributing member."
Such a Mason is therefore not " worthy," and is not
entitled to

Masonic

assistance.

The

giver is not expected to exceed
The
his ability in the amount of relief.
written law says, " you are not charged to
"
do beyond your ability ;
the ritual says,
3.

that your relief must be "without material
injury to yourself or family." The principle is the same in both.

assist-

be preferred to the

He must be placed " before any
other people in the same circumstances."
These are the laws which regulate the
doctrine of Masonic aid and assistance.
They are often charged by the enemies of
Masonry with a spirit of exclusiveness.
But it has been shown that they are in
accordance with the exhortation of the
Apostle, who would do good "especially to
those who are of the household," and they
have the warrant of the law of nature for
every one will be ready to say, with that
kindest-hearted of men, Charles Lamb, " I
can feel for all indifferently, but I cannot
feel for all alike.
I can be a friend to a
worthy man, who, upon another account,
cannot be my mate or fellow. I cannot
like all people alike."
And so as Masons,
while we should be charitable to all persons
in need or in distress, there are only certain
ones who can claim the aid and assistance
of the Order, or of its disciples, under the
positive sanction of Masonic law.
;

Aitcheson-HaTcn Manuscript.

A

manuscript record formerly preserved
the archives of the Aitcheson-Haven
Lodge, which met at Musselburgh in Scotland, but which is now the property of the
in

Grand Lodge of Scotland. The MS. is engrossed in the minute-book of the Aitcheson Lodge, and is dated 29th of May, A. D.
In
1666.
It has never been published.
Laurie's History of Freemasonry, (ed. 1859,)
"
there has been inserted one narration of
the founding of the craft of Masonry, and
by whom it hath been cherished," which
Bro. D. Murray Lyon says is a modern and
somewhat imperfect rendering of the Ait-

applicant must be worthy. We
presume that every Mason is " a good
man and true " until the Lodge which has
jurisdiction over him has pronounced to
the contrary. Every Mason who is "in
good standing," that is, who is a regularly cheson-Haven MS., and
2.

are to
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not, therefore,

a

safe text to be followed.

Aix - la - CUapelle.
Aaohen.)
in

(In

German,

A

Masonic

city of Germany, remarkable
history for a persecution which

took place in the eighteenth century, and of
which Gadicke {Freimaur. Lex.) gives the
following account. In the year 1779, Ludwig Grienemann, a Dominican monk, delivered a course of lenten sermons, in which
he attempted to prove that the Jews who
crucified Christ were Freemasons, that Pilate and Herod were Wardens in a Mason's
Lodge, that Judas, previous to his betrayal
of his Master, was initiated into the Order,
and that the thirty pieces of silver, which

;

he
fee

ALARM

AKIROP
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said to have returned, was only the
which he paid for his initiation. Aix-

is

la-Chapelle being a Roman Catholic city,
the magistrates were induced, by the influence of Grienemann, to issue a decree, in
which they declared that any one who
should permit a meeting of the Freemasons
in his house should, for the first offence, be
fined 100 florins, for the second 200, and
for the third be banished from the city.
Tbe mob became highly incensed against
the Masons, and insulted all whom they
suspected to be members of the Order. At
length Peter Schuff, a Capuchin, jealous of
the influence which the Dominican Grie-

nemann was exerting, began also, with
augmented fervor, to preach against Freemasonry, and still more to excite the popular commotion. In this state of aflairs,
the Lodge at Aix-la-Chapelle applied to
the princes and Masonic Lodges in the
neighboring territories for assistance and
protection, which were immediately rendered.
A letter in French was received
by both priests, in which the writer, who
stated that he was one of the former dignitaries of the Order, strongly reminded
them of their duties, and, among other
things, said that "many priests, a pope,
several cardinals, bishops, and even Do-

minican and Capuchin monks, had been,

and still were, members of the Order." Although this remonstrance had some effect,
peace was not altogether restored until the
neighboring free imperial states threatened
that they would prohibit the monks from
collecting alms in their territories unless
they ceased to excite the popular commotion against the Freemasons.
Akii'op. The name given, in the ritual
of the Ancient and Accepted Eite, to one
of the ruffians celebrated in the legend
of the third degree. The word is said in
the ritual to signify an assassin. It might
probably be derived from 2^3, KaRaB, to
assault OT join battle; but is just as probabljf a word so corrupted by long oral transmission that its etymology can no longer

be traced.

See Abiram.

Alabama.

One

of

United States of America.

the

Southern

Masonry was

established in this State in the beginning
of the nineteenth century. Mitchell, [Hist.

ofFreemas., i. 630,) whose accuracy is, however, not to be depended on, says that it

was planted, as he thinks, in this jurisdicby the Grand Lodge of Tennessee and
North Carolina. If he be so far right, we
must also add the Grand Lodge of South
tion

Carolina, which, in 1819, granted a warrant to Claiborne Lodge No. 51, afterwards
called Alabama Lodge.
In 1821, there
were at least nine Lodges in Alabama,
holding warrants under different jurisdic-

Halo, 21 Rising Virtue, 30
Madison, 21; Alabama, 21; Alabama, 51;
tions, viz.

:

Farrar, 41

;

;

St.

Stephens,

—

;

Moulton,84;

Russellville, 36. On the 11th of June,
1821, these nine Lodges met in convention
in the town of Cahawha, and organized the

and

Grand Lodge of Alabama on the 14th of
the same month Thomas W. Farrar having
been elected Grand Master, and Thomas A.
Rogers Grand Secretary.
The Grand Chapter of Alabama was
organized on the 2d of .lune, 1827, at the
town of Tuscaloosa, and at the same time
and place a Grand Council of Royal and
Select Masters was established.
;

On the 27th of October, 1860, Sir Knt.
B. B. French, Grand Master of the Grand
Encampment of the United States, issued
his mandate for the formation of a Grand
Commandery of Alabama.

Alapa. In classical Latinity given by
the master to his manumitted slave as a
symbol of manumission, and as a reminder
that it was the last unrequited indignity
which he was to receive. Hence, in medieeval times, the same word was applied to
the blow inflicted on the cheek of the
newly-created knight by the sovereign
who created him with the same symbolic
signification.

This was sometimes repre-

sented by the blow on the shoulder with
the flat of a sword, which has erroneously
been called the accolade. See Knighthood.

Alarm. The

verb, "to alarm," signiFreemasonry, " to give notice of the
approach of some one desiring admission."
Thus, "to alarm the Lodge," is to inform
the Lodge that there is some one without
who is seeking entrance." As a noun, the
word "alarm" has two significations. 1.
An alarm is a warning given by the Tiler, or
other appropriate oflScer, by which he seeks
to communicate with the interior of the
Lodge or Chapter. In this sense the expression so often used, " an alarm at the
door," simply signifies that the oflScer outside has given notice of his desire to communicate with the Lodge. 2. An alarm is
also the jjeculiar mode in which this notice
is to be given.
In modern Masonic works,
the number of knocks given in an alarm
is generally expressed oy musical notes.
Thus, three distin ct knocks would be desigfies,

in

nated thus, J J J
ones thus, J J

;

two rapid and two slow

^^- a nd th ree knocks three

times repeated thus, J J
J J J J J j J,
etc.
As to the derivation of the word, a
writer in Notea and Queries (1 Ser. ii.,
151,) ingeniously conjectures that it comes
from the old French <i I'arme, which in
modern times is aux armea, "to arms I"
The legal meaning of to alarm is not to

ALBAN

ALCHEMY

frighten, but to make one aware of the
necessity of defence or protection.
And
this is precisely the Masonic signification

troduced at an early period of the Christian era an apparently new science, which
they called eviarri/xa iepd, or the Sacred

of the word.
Alban, St.

Science,

See Saint Alban.

Albertus Magnus.

A.

scholastic

philosopher of the Middle Ages, of great
erudition, but who had among tlie vulgar
the reputation of being a magician. He
was born at Lauingen, in Swabia, in 1205,
of an illustrious family, his sub-title being
that of Count of Bollstadt. He studied
at Padua, and in 1223 entered the Order
of the Dominicans.
In 1249, he became
head-master of the school at Cologne. In
1260, Pope Alexander VI. conferred upon
him the bishopric of Ratisbon. In 1262,
he resigned the episcopate and returned to
Cologne, and, devoting himself to philosophic pursuits for the remainder of liis life,
died there in 1280. His writings were very
voluminous, the edition published at Lyons,
in 1651, amounting to twenty-one large
folio volumes.
Albertus has been connected with the Operative Masonry of the
Middle Ages because he has been supposed
by many to have been the real inventor of
the German Gothic style of architecture.
Heideloff, in his Bauhntie des Mittelalters,
says, that " he recalled into life the symbolic language of the ancients, which had
so long lain dormant, and adapted it to suit
architectural forms." The Masons accepted
his instructions, and adopted in consequence
that system of symbols which were secretly
communicated only to the members of their
own' body, and served even as a medium of
intercommunication.
He is asserted to
have designed the plan for the construction
of the Cathedral of Cologne, and to have
altered the Constitution of the Masons, and
to have given to them a new set of laws.
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which materially influenced the

subsequent condition of the arts and sciences.
The books from which the sacred
science was taught were called Chemia,
supposed to be derived from Cham, the son
of Koah, to whom was attributed its invention. In the fifth century arose, as the
name of the science, alehemia, derived from
the Arabic definite article al being added
to' chemia; and Julius Firmicius, in a work

On the Influence of the /Stars upon the Fate
of Man, uses the phrase "scientia aichemias."
From this time the study of alchemy was openly followed. In the Middle
Ages, and up to the end of the seventeenth
century, it was an important science, studied
by some of the most distinguished philosophers, such as Avicenna, Albertus Magnus,
Raymond Lulli, Roger Bacon, Elias Ashmole, and many others.
Alchemy
called also the Hermetic
Philosophy, because it is said to have been
first taught in Egypt by Hermes Trismegestus
was engaged in three distinct pur-

—

—

suits:

The

discovery of the philosopher's
all the inferior metals
could be transmuted into gold.
2. The discovery of an alkahest, or universal solvent of all things.
3. The discovery of a panacea, or universal remedy, under the name of elixir vitas,
by which all diseases were to be cured and
life indefinitely prolonged.
It is not surprising that alchemy, putting
forth such pretensions as these, should, by
those who did not understand its true nature,
have been flippantly defined as "ars sine
art«, cujus principium est mentiri, medium
laborare et finis mendicari," an art without
1.

stone,

Albrecht, Henry Chrlstopta. A
German author, who published atHamburg, an

by which

art, whose beginning is falsehood, its
middle labor, and its end beggary. But
while there were undoubtedly many fools
der Freimaurerei, i. e.. Collections towards a who understood the language of alchemy
Critical History of Freemasonry.
Kloss only in its literal sense, and many charlasays that this was one of the first attempts tans who used it for selfish purposes, it
at a clear and rational history of the Order. cannot be denied that there must have been
Unfortunately, the author never completed something in it better than mere pretension,
his task, and only the first part of the work to invite the attention and engage the labors
ever appeared. Albrecht was the author of so many learned men.
also of another work entitled, Geheime
Hitchcock, a learned American writer,
Geschicie einers Rosenkreuzers, or Secret His- who published, in 1867, Remarks upon Altory of a Rosicrucian, and of a series of chemy and the Alchemists, says (p. x.) that
papers which appeared in the Berlin Archiv. "the genuine alchemists were religious
derZeit, containing " Notices ofFreemasonry men, who passed their time in legitimate
in the first half of the Sixteenth Century." pursuits, earning an honest subsistence,
Albrecht adopted the theory first advanced and, in religious contemplations, studying
by the Abbe Grandidier, that Freemasonry how to realize in themselves the union of
owes its origin to the stone-masons of the divine and human nature expressed in
Btrasburg.
man by an enlightened submission to God's
Alchemy. The Neo-Platonicians in- will and they thought out and published.

in 1792, the first and only part of a work entitled Materiaien zu einer oritisehen Qetchicte

;

ALDWORTH

ALDWORTH

manner of their own, a method of
attaining or entering upon this state, as
the only rest of the soul." And in another
place (p. 22) he says " The subject of alchemy was Man; while the object was the
perfection of Man, which was supposed to
centre in a certain unity with the Divine
nature."
The alchemists were, in their philosophy,
undoubtedly in advance of their age, and,
being unwilling to make their opinions
openly known to a world not yet prepared
to receive and to appreciate them, they
communicated their thoughts to each other
in a language and in symbols understood
only by themselves. Thus they spoke of
Man as a Stone, and the fire which purified the Stone was the series of trials and

about the year 1713, and was the youngest
child and only daughter of the Right Hon.
Arthur St. Leger, first Viscount Doneraile,
of Ireland, who died in 1727, and was succeeded by his eldest son, the brother of our
heroine.
Subsequently to her initiation
into the mysteries of Freemasonry she
married Richard Aldworth, Esq., of Newmarket, in the county of Cork.
Lodge No. 44, in which she was initiated,
was, in some sort, an aristocratic Lodge,
consisting principally of the gentry and
most respectable and wealthy inhabitants
The
of the country around Doneraile.
communications were usually held in the
town, but during the Mastership of Lord
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after a

:

Doneraile, under whom his sister was inithe meetings were often held at his
temptations by which man's moral nature Lordship's residence.
It was during one of these meetings at
is to be purified.
So, too, sulphur, mercury, salt, and many other things, were Doneraile House * that this female initiasymbols by which they taught lessons of tion took place, the story of which Spenprofound religious import to the true adepts, cer, in the memoir to which we have
which, being misunderstood by others, led referred, relates in the following words:
" It happened on this particular occasion
thousands into the vain and useless search
for some tangible method of transmuting that the Lodge was held in a room sepathe baser metals into gold. " Who," says rated from another, as is often the case, by
one of these philosophers, " is to blame 7 stud and brickwork. The young lady, being
the Art, or those who seek it upon false giddy and thoughtless, and determinea
"
principles ?
to gratify her curiosity, made her arrangeFreemasonry and alchemy have sought ments accordingly, and, with a pair of
the same results, (the lesson of Divine Truth scissors, (as she herself related to the moand the doctrine of immortal life,) and they ther of our informant,) removed a portion
have both sought it by the same method of a brick from the wall, and placed herof symbolism. It is not, therefore, strange self so as to command a full view of everythat in the eighteenth century, and per- thing which occurred in the next room so
haps before, we find an incorporation of placed, she witnessed the two first degrees
much of the science of alchemy into that in Masonry, which was the extent of the
of Freemasonry. Hermetic rites and Her- proceedings of the Lodge on that night.
metic degrees were common, and their Becoming aware, from what she heard,
relics are still to be found existing in de- that the brethren were about to separate,
grees which do not absolutely trace their for the first time she felt tremblingly alive
origin to alchemy, but which show some to the awkwardness and danger of her sitof its traces in their rituals. The 28th de- uation, and began to consider how she
gree of the Scottish Rite, or the Knight could retire without observation. She beof the Sun, is entirely a hermetic degree, came nervous and agitated, and nearly
and claims its parentage in the title of fainted, but so far recovered herself as to
" Adept of Masonry," by which it is some- be fully aware of the
necessity of withtimes known.
drawing as quickly as possible; in the act
Aldworth, the
Mrs. This of doing so, being in the dark, she stumlady received, about the year 1735, the first bled against and overthrew something, said
and second degrees of Freemasonry in to be a chair or some ornamental piece of
Lodge No. 44, at Doneraile, in Ireland. furniture. The crash was loud and the
The circumstances connected with this sin- Tiler, who was on the lobby or landing on
gular initiation were first published in 1807, which the doors both of the Lodge room
at Cork, and subsequently republished by and that where the honorable
Miss St.
Spencer, the celebrated Masonic bibliopole, Leger was, opened, gave the alarm, burst
in London.
It may be observed, before open the door and, with a
light in one
proceeding to ^lean from this work the hand and a drawn sword in
the other, apnarrative of her initiation, that the authen* A writer in the London Freemason's Quarticity of all the circumstances was confirmed on their first publication by an terly Remewi 1839, p. 322, says that she was concealed in a clock-ease in the regular Lodge room,
eye-witness to the transaction.
in Maberly's house of entertainment at York.
The Hon. Elizabeth St. Leger was born But the lucua in
quo is not material
tiated,

;

Hon.

;

1

ALETHOPHILE
peared to the
lady.

He was

now

terrified

ALFADER

and fainting

soon joined by the members

of the Lodge present, and luckily for it is
asserted that but for the prompt appearance
of her brother, Lord Doneraile, and other
steady members, her life would have fallen
a sacrifice to what was then esteemed her
crime. The first care of his Lordship was
to resuscitate the unfortunate lady without
alarming the house, and endeavor to learn
from her an explanation of what had occurred having done so, many of the members being furious at the transaction, she
was placed under guard of the Tiler and a
merober, in the room where she was found.
The members re-assembled and deliberated
as to what, under the circumstances, was
to be done, and over two long hours she
could hear the angry discussion and her
death deliberately proposed and seconded.
At length the good sense of the majority
succeeded in calming, in some measure, the
angry and irritated feelings of the rest of
the members, when, after much had been
said and many things proposed, it was resolved to give her the option of submitting
to the Masonic ordeal to the extent she had
witnessed, (Fellow Craft,) and if she refused, the brethren were again to consult.
Being waited on to decide. Miss St. Leger,
exhausted and terrified by the storminess
of the debate, which she could not avoid
partially hearing, and yet, notwithstanding
all, with a secret pleasure, gladly and unhesitatingly accepted the offer. She was
accordingly initiated."
Mrs., or, as she was appropriately called.
Sister Aldworth, lived many years after,
but does not seem ever to have forgotten
the lessons of charity and fraternal love
which she received on her unexpected initiation into the esoteric doctrines of the
" Placed as she was," says the
Order.
memoir we have quoted, " by her marriage
with Mr. Aldworth, at the head of a very
large fortune, the poor in general, and the
Masonic poor in particular, had good reason to record her numerous and bountiful
acts of kindness nor were these accompafar from it.
It has
nied with ostentation
been remarked of her, that her custom was
to seek out bashful misery and retiring
poverty, and with a well-directed liberality,
soothe many a bleeding heart."
Aletliophile, Lover of Truth. The 5th
degree of the Order of African Architects.
Alexander I., Emperor of Russia.
Alexander I. succeeded Paul I. in the year
1801, and immedietely after his accession
renewed the severe prohibitions of his predecessor agaiijst all secret societies, and
;

;

;

—

In 1803, M. Boeespecially Freemasonry.
ber, counsellor of state and director of the
military school at St. Petersburg, resolved
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to remove, if possible, from the mind of
the emperor the prejudices which he had

conceived against the Order. Accordingly,
in an audience which he had solicited and
obtained, he described the objects of the
Institution and the doctrine of its mysteries
in such a way as to lead the emperor to
rescind the obnoxious decrees, and to add
these words " What you have told me of
the Institution not only induces me to
grant it my protection and patronage, but
even to ask for initiation into its mysteries.
Is this possible to be obtained?"
M. Boeber replied, " Sire, I cannot myself reply
to the question.
But I will call together
the Masons of your capital, and make your
Majesty's desire known
and I have no
doubt that they will be eager to comply
with your wishes." Accordingly Alexander was soon after initiated, and the Grand
Lodge Astrea of Russia was in consequence
established, of which M. Boeber was elected
Grand Master.
Alexandria, School of. When
Alexander built the city of Alexandria in
Egypt, with the intention of making it the
seat of his empire, he invited thither learned
men from all nations, who brought with
them their peculiar notions. The Alexandria school of philosophy which was
thus established, by the commingling of
Orientalists, Jews, Egyptians, and Greeks,
became eclectic in character, and exhibited
a heterogeneous mixture of the opinions of
the Egyptian priests, of the Jewish Rabbis,
of Arabic teachers, and of the disciples of
Plato and Pythagoras. From this school
we derive Gnosticism and the Kabbala,
and, above all, the system of symbolism and
allegory which lay at the foundation of the
Masonic philosophy. To no ancient sect,
indeed, except perhaps the Pythagoreans,
have the Masonic teachers been so much
indebted for the substance of their doctrines, as well as the esoteric method of
communicating them, as to that of the
School of Alexandria. Both Aristobulus
and Philo, the two most celebrated chiefs
of this school, taught, although a century
intervened between their births, the same
theory, that the sacred writings of the Hebrews were, by their system of allegories,
the true source of all religious and philosophic doctrine, the literal meaning of which
alone was for the common people, the esoteric or hidden meaning being kept for the
:

;

initiated.

Freemasonry

still

carries into

same theory.
Alfacler. The chief god of the Scan-

practice the

dinavians. The Edda says that in Asgard,
or the abode of the gods, the supreme god
had twelve names, the first of which was
Alfader, equivalent to the Greek Pantopater,
or the Universal Father.

ALLOWED

ALGABIL
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A
THE

name of the SuAlgabil. SaxA"*.
BUILDER,
preine God, signifying
having an etymological relation to the
Qiblim, or Builders of Gebal, who acted an
important part in the construction of the
Temple of Solomon. It is equivalent to
the Masonic epithet of God, " the Grand
Architect of the Universe." I insert this
word on the authority of Urquhart, who
gives it in his Pillars of Hercules, ii. 67.

Alincourt, Francois d'. A French
gentleman, who, in the year 1776, was sent
with Don Oyres de Ornellas Pra^ao, a Portuguese nobleman, to prison, by the governor of the island of Madeira, for being
Freemasons. They were afterwards sent to
Lisbon, and confined in a common jail for
fourteen months, where they would have
perished had not the Masons of Lisbon
supported them, through whose intercession with Don Martinio de Mello they were
at last released.
Smith, Use and Abuse of
Freemasonry, p. 206.
Allegiance. Every Mason owes allegiance to the Lodge, Chapter, or other
body of which he is a member, and also to
the Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter or other
supreme authority from which that body
has received its charter.
But this is
not a divided allegiance. If, for instance,
the edicts of a Grand and a Subordinate
Lodge conflict, there is no question which
is to be obeyed.
Supreme or governing
bodies in Masonry claim and must receive
a paramount allegiance.
Allegory.
in

which there

A
is

a

discourse or narrative
literal and a figurative

and a connected meaning;
patent sense being intended,
by analogy or comparison, to indicate the
figurative or concealed one.
Its derivation
from the Greek, aUog and ayopeiv, to say
something different, that is, to say something
where the language is one thing and the
true meaning another, exactly expresses
the character of an allegory. It has been
said that there is no essential difference
between an allegory and a symbol. There
is not in design, but there
is in their
character.
An allegory may be interpreted
without any previous conventional agreement, but a symbol cannot.
Thus the
legend of the third degree is an allegory,
evidently to be interpreted as teaching a
sense, a patent

the

literal or

restoration to life;

and

this

we

learn

from

the legend itself, without any previous understanding. The sprig of acacia is a symbol of the immortality of the soul.
But
this we know only because such meaning
had been conventionally determined when
the symbol was iirst established. It is evident, then, that an allegory whose meaning
is obscure is imperfect.
The enigmaticsU
meaning should be easy of interpretation
•

and hence Lemiere, a French poet, has
said: "L'allegorie habite un palais diaphane,"
Allegory lives in a transparent
palace.
All the legends of Freemasonry
are more or less allegorical, and whatever
truth there may be in some of them in a
historical point of view, it is only as allegories
or legendary symbols that they are ol'importance. The English lectures have therefore
very properly defined Freemasonry to ^e
"a system of morality veiled in allegory

—

and

illustrated

by symbols."

The

allegory was a favorite figure among
the ancients, and to the allegorizing spirit
are we to trace the construction of the

Greek and Roman mythology. Not
it prevail among the older Aryan
nations, and its abundant use is exhibited
in the religious of Brahma and Zoroaster.
The Jewish Rabbins were greatly addicted
to it, and carried its employment, as Maimonides intimates, (More Nevochim, III.,
xliii.,) sometimes to an excess.
Their Midrash, or system of commentaries on the
entire
less

did

sacred book, is almost altogether allegorical.
Aben Ezra, a learned Rabbi of the twelfth
century, says, "The Scriptures are like
bodies, and allegories are like the garments
with which they are clothed. Some are
thin like fine silk, and others are coarse and
thick like sackcloth."
Our Lord, to whom
this spirit of the Jewish teachers in his day
was familiar, inculcated many truths in
parables, all of which were allegories. The
primitive Fathers of the Christian Church
were thus infected; and Origen, (Epist. ad
Dam.,) who was especially addicted to the
habit, tells us that all the Pagan philosophers should be read in this spirit: "hoc
iacere solemus

quando philosophos legimus." Of modern allegorizing writers, the
most interesting to Masons are Lee, the
author of The Temple of Solomon portrayed by Scripture Light, and John Bunyan, who wrote Solomon's Temple Spiritualized.

Allocution. The address of the presiding officer of a Supreme Council of
the Ancient and Accepted Rite is sometimes so called. It was first used by the
Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the
United States, and is derived from the
usage of the Roman Church, where certain
addresses of the Pope to the Cardinals are
called allocutions, and this is to be traced
to the customs of Pagan Rome, where the
harangues of the Generals to their soldiers
were called allocutions.
Allowed. In the old manuscript Constitutions, this word is found in the now
unusual sense of" accepted." Thus, " Every
Mason of the Craft that is Mason allowed,
ye shall do to him as ye would be done unto
yourself"
Mason allowed means Masm

;
:
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is, approved.
Phillips, in his His symbolic name, on the monuments, was
ifew World of Words, (1690,) defines the represented by the eye accompanying a
verb allow, "to give or grant; to ap- throne, to which was sometimes added an
prove of; to permit or su&r." Latimer, abbreviated figure of the god, and somein one of his sermons, uses it in this sense times what has been called a hatchet, but
of approving or accepting, thus: "St. which, I consider, may as correctly be supPeter, in forsaking his old boat and nets, posed to be a representation of a square.
The All-Seeing Eye may then be conwas allowed as much before God as if he
had forsaken all the riches in the world." sidered as a symbol of God manifested in
his guardian and preIn a similar sense is the word used in the his omnipresence
to which Solomon alOffice of Public Baptism of Infants, in the serving character
Common Prayer-Book of the Church of ludes in the Book of Proverbs (xv. 3), when
he says: " The eyes of Jehovah are in every
England.
All-Seeing Eye. An important sym- place, beholding (or, as it might be more
bol of tlie Supreme Being, borrowed by the laithfuUy translated, watching) the evil and
Freemasons from the nations of antiquity. the good." Jt is a symbol of the OmniBoth the Hebrews and the Egyptians ap- present Deity.
pear to have derived its use from that
All-Souls' Day. The 2d of Novemfestival in the Romish Church for
natural inclination of figurative minds to ber.
select an organ as the symbol of the func- prayers in behalf of all the faithful dead. It
tion which it is intended peculiarly to dis- is kept as a feast day by Chapters of Rose
charge. Thus, the foot was often adopted Croix.
as the symbol of swiftness, the arm of
Aliuanac, Hasonie. Almanacs for
On the the special use of the Fraternity are annustrength, and the hand of fidelity.
same principle, the open eye was selected as ally published in many countries of Europe,
the symbol of watchfulness, and the eye of but the custom has not extended to AmerGod as the symbol of divine watchfulness ica. As early as 1752, we find an Almanack
and care of the universe. The use of the des Francs-Magons au Ecosse published at
symbol in this sense is repeatedly to be found the Hague. This, or a similar work, was
Thus, the Psalmist continued to be published annually at the
in the Hebrew writers.
says (Ps. xxxiv. 15): "The eyes of the same place until the year 1778. The first
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears English work of the kind appeared in 1775,
are open to their cry," which explains a under the title of " The Freemason's Calsubsequent passage, (Ps. cxxi. 4,) in which endar, or an Almanac for the year 1775.
" Behold, he that keepeth Israel Containing, besides an accurate and useful
it is said
calendar of all remarkable occurrences for
shall neither slumber nor sleep."
In the Apocryphal " Book of the Conver- the year, many useful and curious particuInscribed to
sation of God with Moses on Mount Sinai," lars relating to Masonry.
translated by the Rev. W. Cureton from an Lord Petre, G. M., by a Society of BrethArabic MS. of the fifteenth century, and ren. London, printed for the Society of
published by the Philobiblon Society of Stationers." This work was without any
London, the idea of the eternal watchful- oflScial authority, but two years after the
Freemason's Calendar for 1777 was pubness of God is thus beautifully allegorized
" Then Moses said to the Lord,
Lord, lished " under the sanction of the Grand
Works of this useful
dost thou sleep or not? The Lord said Lodge of England."
unto Moses, I never sleep but take a cup kind continue to be annually published in
and fill it with water. Then Moses took a Great Britain and Ireland under the name
cup and filled it with water, as the Lord of Pocket Books, in Germany under that of
commanded him. Then the Lord cast into Taschenbucher, and in. France under that of
Calendriers.
the heart of Moses the breath of slumber
Almighty. In Hebrew •'ii> TK, El
so he slept, and the cup fell from his hand,
and the water which was therein was spilled. Shaddai. The name by which God was
Then Moses awoke from his sleep. Then known to the patriarchs before he ansaid God to Moses, I declare by my power, nounced himself to Moses by his tetra(See
and by my glory, that if I were to with- graramatonic name of Jehovah.
draw my providence from the heavens and Exodus vi. 3.) It refers to his power and
the earth, for no longer a space of time might as the Creator and Ruler of the unithan thou hast slept, they would at once verse, and hence is translated in the Septuagint by navTOKpaTup, and in the Vulgate
fall to ruin and confusion, like as the cup
by omnipotens.
fell from thy hand."
Almond-Tree. When it is said in
On the same principle, the Egyptians
represented Osiris, their chief deity, by the the passage of Scripture from the twelfth
symbol of an open eye, and placed this chapter of Eccles., read during the ceremohieroglyphic of him in all their temples. nies of the third degree, " the almond-tree

aceepted, that

—
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shall flourish,'' reference is made to the
white flowers of that tree, and the allegoric
signification is to old age, when the haira
of the head shall become gray,
An officer elected or appointed in the continental Lodges of Europe
to take charge of the contents of the almsbox, to carry into effect the charitable resolutions of the Lodge, and to visit sick and

Almoner.

needy brethren.

A

physician is usually
any other member
for this office.
Au almoner is to be also
found in some of the English Lodges, although the office is not recognized by law.
In the United States the officer does not
exist, his duties being performed by a committee of charity.
It is an important
office in all bodies of the Scottish Kite.
Alms-Box. A box which, towards
the close of the Lodge, is handed around
by an appropriate officer for the reception
of such donations for general objects of
charity as the brethren may feel disposed
to bestow.
This laudable custom is very
generally practised in the Lodges of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and universally in those of the Continent.
The
newly-initiated candidate is expected to
contribute more liberally than the other
members. Bro. Hyde Clarke says (Lon.
Freem. Mag., 1859, p. 1166,) that "some
brethren are in the habit, on an occasion
of thanksgiving with them, to contribute
to the box of the Lodge more than on other
occasions."
This custom has not been
adopted in the Lodges of America, except
in those of French origin and in tliose of
the Ancient and Accepted Kite.
Almsgiriiig. Although almsgiving,
or the pecuniary relief of the destitute,
was not one of the original objects for
which the Institution of Freemasonry was
established, yet, as in every society of men
bound together by a common tie, it becomes
incidentally, yet necessarily, a duty to be
selected in preference to

practised by all its members in their individual as well as in their corporate capacity.
In fact, this virtue is intimately interwoven
with the whole superstructure of the Institution, and its practice is a necessary corollary from all its jjrinciples. At an early
period in his initiation the candidate is
instructed in the beauty of charity by the
most impressive ceremonies, which are not
easily to be forgotten, and which, with the
same benevolent design, are repeated from
time to time during his advancement to
higher degrees, in various forms and under
different circumstances.
"The true Mason," says Bro. Pike, "must be, and must
have a right to be, content with himself;
and he can be so only when he lives not
for himself alone, but for others who need
his assistance and have a claim upon his

ALPHA
sympathy."
lays
ing:

And

the same eloquent writer

down

this rule for a Mason's almsgiv"Give, looking for nothing again,

without consideration of future advantages
give to children, to old men, to the unthankful, and the dying, and to those you
shall never see again
for else your alms
or courtesy is not charity, but traffic and
merchandise. And omit not to relieve the
needs of your enemy and him who does
you injury." See Exclrtsiveness, Masonic.
;

Alnwick Manuscript.

This manwhich is now in the possession of
Bro. E. F. Turnbull of Alnwick, (Eng.,) is
written on twelve quarto pages as a preface
to the minute-book of the " Company and
Fellowship of Freemasons of a Lodge held
at Alnwick," where it appears under the
heading of "The Masons' Constitutions."
The date of the document is Sept. 20th,
1701, "being the general head-meeting
day." It was first published in 1871 in
Hughan's Masonic Sketches and Beprints,
(Amer. ed.,) and again in 1872 by the same
uscript,

author in his Old Charges of the British
Freemasons. In the preface to this latter
work, Bro. Woodford says of the records of
this old Lodge that, " ranging from 1703 to
1757 they mostly refer to indentures, fines,
and initiations, the Lodge from first to last
remaining true to its operative origin. The
members were required annually to 'appear
at the Parish Church of Alnwick with
their approns on and common squares
aforesaid on St. John's Day in Christmas,
when a sermon was provided and preached
by some clergyman at their appointment.'
A. D. 1708."
Al-om-Jah. In the Egyptian mysteries, this is said to have been the name
given to the aspirant in the highest degree
as the secret name of the Supreme Being.
In its component parts we may recognize
the Ss, Al or El of the Hebrews, the AuM
or triliteral name of the Indian mysteries,
and the H* Jah of the Syrians.

Aloyau, Society de

1'.

The word

Aloyau signifies, in French, a loin of beef,
and hence the title of this society in English would be The Sodetij of the Loin.
It
was a Masonic association, which existed in
France for about fifteen years, until its
members were dispersed by' the revolution.
They are said to have been in possession
of many valuable documents relating to the
Knights Templars and their successors.
See Temple, Order of the.
Alpha and Omega. The first and
last letters of the Greek language, referred
to in the Koyal Master and some of the
higher degrees.
They are explained by
this passage in Revelations ch. xxii.,
v. 13.

"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and ihe last." Alpha

:

ALPHABET

ALPINA

and Omega Is, therefore, one of the appellations of God, equivalent to the beginning
and end of all things, and so referred to in
Isaiah xii. 4, " I am Jehovah, the first and
the last."

Alphabet. Angels'.

In

the

old

rituals of the rourth or Secret Master's degree of the Scottish and some other Rites,

find this passage: "The seventy-two
names, like the name of the Divinity, are
to be taken to the Kabbalistic Tree and the
Angels' Alphabet." The Kabbalistic Tree
is a name given by the Kabbalists to the
arrangement of the ten Sephiroth, (ivhich

we

The Angels' Alphabet is called by the
Hebrews a'D'JDn 303, chetab hamalachim,

see.)

or the writing of the angels.

GafFarel says

(Ourios. Inouis., cb. xiii. 2,) that the stars,
according to the opinion of the Hebrew
writers, are ranged in the heavens in the
form of letters, and that it is possible to
read there whatsoever of importance is to

happen throughout the universe. And the
great English Hermetic philosopher, Robert
Flud, says, in his Apology for the brethren
of the Rosy Cross, that there are characters
in the heavens formed from the disposition
of the stars, just as geometric lines and
ordinary letters are formed from points and
he adds, that those to whomOod has granted
the hidden knowledge of reading these
;

characters will also know not only whatever is to happen, but all the secrets of
philosophy. The letters thus arranged in
the form of stars are called the Angels'
Alphabet. They have the power and articulation but not the form of the Hebrew
letters, and the Kabbalists say that in them
Moses wrote the tables of the law. The
astrologers, and after them the alchemists,
made much use of this alphabet; and its introduction into any of the high degree
rituals is an evidence of the influence exerted on these degrees by the Hermetic
philosophy. Agrippa in his Occult Philosophy, and Kircher in his (Edipus E;)ypiiacus, and some other writers, have given
copies of this alphabet.
It may also be

found in Johnson's Typographia. But it
is in the mystical books of the Kabbalists
that

we must

look for full instructions on

this subject.

Alphabet, Hebrew. Nearly all of
the significant words in the Masonic rituals
are of Hebrew origin, and in writing them
in the rituals the Hebrew letters are frequently used. For convenience of reference,
that alphabet is here given. The Hebrews,
like other ancient nations, had no figures,
and therefore made use of the letters of
their alphabet instead of numbers, each
letter having a particular numerical value.
They are, therefore, affixed in the following table

ALTAR

ALTENBERG

of Switzerland were convened at Zurich,
Berue, and Basle, which resulted in the
union of the two Masonid authorities of
that confederation, under the name of the
Grand Lodge Alpina. The new Grand
Lodge was organized at Zurich, by fourteen
Lodges, on the 22d of June, 1844.
Altar. The most important article of
furniture in a Lodge room is undoubtedly
the altar. It is worth while, then, to investigate its character and its relation to
the altars of other religious institutions.
The definition of an altar is very simple.
It is a structure elevated above the ground,
and appropriated to some service connected
with worship, such as the o£Fering of obla-

solemn and binding than one assumed
under other circumstances. Hence, Hannibal's father brought him to the Carthaginian altar when he was about to make
him swear eternal enmity to the Homan
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power.
In all the religions of antiquity, Xt was
the usage of the priests and the people to
pass around the altar in the course of the
sun, that is to say, from the east, by the way
of the south, to the west, singing pseans or
hymns of praise as a part of their worship.
From all this we see that the altar in
Masonry is not merely a coiivenient article
of furniture, intended, like a table, to hold
a Bible. It is a sacred utensil of religion,
intended, like the altars of the ancient
tions, sacrifices, or prayers.
Altars, among the ancients, were gener- temples, for religious uses, and thus idenally made of turf or stone.
When perma- tifying Masonry, by its necessary existence
nently erected and not on any sudden in our Lodges, as a religious institution.
emergency, they were generally built in Its presence should also lead the contemregular courses of masonry, and usually in plative Mason to view the ceremonies in
a cubical form. Altars were erected long which it is employed with solemn reverence,
before temples. Thus, Noah is said to have as being part of a really religious worship.
erected one as soon as he came forth from
The situation of the altar in the French
the ark. Herodotus gives the Egyptians and Scottish Bites is in front of the Worthe credit of being the first among the hea- shipful Master, and, therefore, in the East.
then nations who invented altars.
In the York Kite, the altar is placed in the
Among the ancients, both Jews and Gen- centre of the room, or more properly a
tiles, altars were of two kinds
tor incense little to the East of the centre.
and for sacrifice. The latter were always
The Ibrm of a Masonic altar should be
erected in the open air, outside and in front a cube, about three feet high, and of corof the Temple. Altars of incense only were responding proportions as to length and
permitted within the Temple walls. Ani- width, having, in imitation of the Jewish
mals were slain, and offered on the altars altar, four horns, one at each corner. The
of burnt-offerings. On the altars of in- Holy Bible with the Square and Compass
cense, bloodless sacrifices were presented
and incense was burnt to the Deity.
The Masonic altar, which, like everything else in Masonry, is symbolic, appears
to combine the character and uses of both
of these altars. It is an altar of sacrifice,
for on it the candidate is directed to lay his
passions and vices as an oblation to the
Deity, while he offers up the thoughts of a
pure heart as a fitting incense to the Grand
Architect of the Universe. The altar is,
therefore, the most holy place in a Lodge.
Among the ancients, the altar was always
invested with peculiar sanctity.
Altars
were places of refuge, and the supplicants should be spread open upon it, while around
who fled to them were considered as having it are to be placed three lights. These
placed themselves under the protection of lights are to be in the East,
West, and
the deity to whom the altar was conse- South, and should be arranged
as in the
crated, and to do violence even to slaves annexed diagram.
The stars show the
and criminals at the altar, or to drag them position of the light in the East, West,
from it, was regarded as an act of violence and South. The black dot
represents the
to the deity himself, and was hence a sacri- position North of
the altar where there is
legious crime.
no light, because in Masonry the North is
The marriage covenant among the an- the place of darkness.
cients was always solemnized at the altar,
Altenberg, Congress of. Altenand men were accustomed to make all their berg is a small place
in the Grand Dukedom
solemn contracts and treaties by taking of Weimar, about two
miles from the city of
oaths at altars. An oath taken or a vow Jena. In the month
of June, 1764, the
made at the altar was considered as more notorious Johnson, or Leucht,
who called

—
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himself the Grand Master of the Knights
Templars and the head of the Kite of
Strict Observance, assembled a Masonic
congress for the purpose of establishing
this Rite and its system of Templar Masonry. But he was denounced and expelled
by the Baron de Hund, who, having proved
Johnson to be an impostor and charlatan,
was himself proclaimed Grand Master of
the German Masons by the congress. See
Johnson and Hund; also Strict Observance,
Bite

the prayer.

The Talmudists have many

superstitious

notions

in

respect

to

this

Thus, in one treatise, ( Uber Musar,)
said that whosoever pronounces it with

word.
it is

fixed attention and devotion, to him the
gates of Paradise will be opened
and,
again, whosoever enunciates the word rapidly, his days shall pass rapidly away, and
whosoever dwells upon it, pronouncing it
distinctly and slowly, his life shall be prolonged.
All amendments to
the by-laws of a Lodge must be submitted
to the Grand Lodge for its approval.
An amendment to a motion pending before a Lodge takes precedence of the original motion, and the question must be put
upon the amendment first. If the amendment be lost, then the question will be on
the motion if the amendment be adopted,
then the question will be on the original
motion as so amended; and if then this
question be lost, the whole motion falls to
the ground.
The principal Parliamentary rules in
relation to amendments which are applicable to the business of a Masonic Lodge
are the following
;

Amendment.

of.

Altenberg, Liodge at.
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One of

the
oldest Lodges in Germany is the Lodge of
" Archimedes at the Three Tracing Boards,"
[Archimedes zu den drei Heissbrettern,) in
Altenberg. It was instituted January 31,
In
1742, by a deputation from Leipsic.
1775 it joined the Grand Lodge of Berlin,
but in 1788 attached itself to the Eclectical
Union at Frankfort-on-the-Main, which
body it left in 1801, and established a directory of its own, and installed a Lodge at
Gera and another at Schnesberg. In the
year 1803 the Lodge published a Book of
Constitutions in a folio of 244 pages, a work
now rare, and which Lenning says is one
of the most valuable contributions to Masonic literature. In 1804 the Lodge struck
a medal upon the occasion of erecting a
new hall. In 1842 it celebrated its centennial anniversary.
Amarantb. A plant well known to
the ancients, and whose Greek name signifies "never withering."
It is the Celosia
criMata of the botanists.
The dry nature
of the flowers causes them to retain their
freshness for a very long time, and Pliny
says, although incorrectly, that if thrown
into water tney will bloom anew.
Hence
it is a symbol of immortality, and was used
by the ancients in their funeral rites. It
is often placed on cofiins at the present day
with a like symbolic meaning, and is hence
one of the decorations of a Sorrow Lodge.

;

1.

An amendment must be made

—

in

one

of three ways,
by adding or inserting certain words, by striking out certain words,
or by striking out certain words and inserting others.
2. Every amendment is susceptible of an
amendment of itself, but there can be no
amendment of the amendmentof an amendment; such a piling of questions one upon
another would tend to embarrass rather

than to

which

"The

facilitate business.

object

proposed to be effected by such a
proceeding must be sought by rejecting the
amendment to the amendment, and then
submitting the proposition in tlie form of
an amendment of the first amendment in
the form desired." Gushing [Elem. Law
Amar-jah. Hebrew pj* I0N> (^od, and Pract. Leg. Ass., §1306) illustrates this
spake; a significant word in the high de- as follows : " If a proposition consists of
grees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
AB, and it is proposed to amend by insertAmazons, Order of. Thory gives ing CD, it may be moved to amend the
this in his Nomenclature des Grades as an
amendment by inserting EF but it cannot
androgynous degree practised in America. be moved to amend this amendment, as,
The only
I have no knowledge of it, and think that for example, by inserting G.
Thory is in error. Ragon says ( Tuill. Gen., mode by which this can be reached is to
89,) that it was created in the United States reject the amendment in the form in which
in 1740, but met with no success.
it is presented, namely, to insert EF, and
Amen. The response to every Masonic to move it in the form in which it is desired
prayer is, "So mote it be: Amen." The to be amended, namely, to insert EFG."
word Amen signifies in Hebrew verily, truly,
3. An amendment once rejected cannot
" Its proper place," says Gese- be again proposed.
certainly.
nius, " is where one person confirms the
4. An amendment to strike out certain
words of another, and adds his wish for words having prevailed, a subsequent mosuccess to the other's vows."
It is evident, tion to restore them is out of order.
then, that it is the brethren of the Lodge,
5. An amendment may be proposed which
and not the Master or Chaplain, who should will entirely change the character and subpronounce the word. It is a response to stance of the original motion. The inconis

;

:;
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siatency or incompatibility of a proposed
amendment with the proposition to be
amended, though an argument, perhaps, for
its rejection by the LoiSge, is no reason for
its suppression by the presiding officer.
6. An amendment, before it has been proposed to the body for discussion, may be

withdrawn by the mover but after it has
once been in possession of the Lodge, it can
only be withdrawn by leave of the Lodge.
In the Congress of the United States, leave
must be obtained by unanimous consent;
but the usage in Masonic bodies is to re;

man was

ever admitted. All tribes appear
have been controlled by these secret societies. Alexander von Humboldt mentions
one, called that of the Botuto, orHoly Trum-

to

pet,

among

celibacy, and
submit to severe scourgings and fasts. The
Collahuayaa of Peru were a guild of itinerant quacks and magicians, who never remained permanently in one spot."
American Rite. It has been proposed, and I think with propriety, to give
this

name

quire only a majority vote.

in the

amendment having been with7. An
drawn by the mover, may be again proposed by another member.
8. Several amendments may be proposed
to a motion or several amendments to an
amendment, and the question will be put
on them in the order of their presentation.
But as an amendment takes precedence of
a motion, so an amendment to an amendment takes precedence of the original
amendment.

is

9. An amendment does not require a
seconder, although an original motion al-

ways does.
There are many other rules relative to
amendments which prevail in Parliamentary bodies, but these appear to be the only
ones which regulate tnis subject in Masonic assemblies.

American Mysteries. Among the
many

evidences of a former state of civiliamong the aborigines of this country
which seem to prove their origin from the
races that inhabit the Eastern hemisphere,
not the least remarkable is the existence of
Fraternities bound by mysticties, and claiming, like the Freemasons, to possess an esoteric knowledge, which they carefully conceal from all out the initiated.
De Witt
Clinton relates, on the authority of a respectable native minister, who had received the
signs, the existence of such a society among
the Irocjuois. The number of the members
was limited to fifteen, of whom six were to
be of the Seneca tribe, five of the Oneidas,
two of the Cayugas, and two of the St. Regis.
They claim that their institution has existed
from the era of the creation. The times of
zation

their

meeting they keep

secret,

and throw

much mystery

over all their proceedings.
Brinton tells us in his interesting and
instructive work on The Myths of the New
World, (p. 285,) that among the red race
of America "the priests formed societies
of different grades of illumination, only to
be entered by those willing to undergo
trying ordeals, whose secrets were not
to be revealed under the severest penalties.
The Algonkins had three such grades
the
waubeno, the meda. and the jossakeed, the
last being the highest.
To this no white

—

the Indians of the Orinoko,

whose members must vow

to the series of degrees conferred
States. The York Rite, which

United

the name by which they are usually
designated, is certainly a misnomer, for the
York Rite properly consists of only the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft,
and Master Mason, including in the last
degree the Holy Royal Arch. This was the
Masonry that existed in England at the
time of the revival of the Grand Lodge in
1717.
The abstraction of the Royal Arch
from the Master's degree, and its location as
a separate degree, produced that modification of the York Rite which now exLsts in
England, and which should properly be
called the Modern York Rite, to distinguish it from the Ancient York Rite, which
consisted of only three degrees. But in the
United States still greater additions have
been made to the Rite, through the labors
of Webb and other lecturers, and the influence insensibly exerted on the Order by
the introduction of the Ancient and Accepted Rite into this country. The American modification of the York Rite, or the
American Rite, consists of nine degrees, viz.
1.
2.

3.

Entered Apprentice.
Fellow Craft.
Master Mason.

Mark

1

.

9}"^"

>

Sym-

bolic Lodges, and
under the control

of Grand Lodges.

Given in Chapand under tne
Grand

6.

Master.
Past Master.
Most Excellent Master.

7.

Holy Eoyal Arch.

Chapters.
Given in Coun-

8.

Royal Master.
Select Master.

cils,

4.
6.

9.

ters,

control of

and under the

control of
Councils.

Grand

A

tenth degree, called Super-Excellent
Master, is conferred in some Councils as an
honorary rather than as a regular degree
but even as such it is repudiated by many
Grand Councils. To these, perhaps, should
be added three more degrees, namely,
Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta, which are given
in Commanderies, and are under the control of Grand Commanderies, or, as they are

sometimes

called. Grand Encampments.
But the degrees of the Coinmandery, which

known as the degrees of Chivalry,
can hardly be called a part of the American
Rite. The possession of theeighth and ninth
degrees is not considered a necessary qualiare also

;
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fication

for

receiving

American Rite

them.

ANACHEONISM
The
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See Amun.

Ammonitlsh War. A war to which

consists only of the nine

allusion is made in the Fellow Craft's
Grand Lodge, degree.
The Ammonites were the deGrand Chapter, Grand Council, and Grand scendants of the younger son of Lot, and
Oommandery in each State, whose jurisdic- dwelt east of the river Jordan, but origition is distinct and sovereign within its own nally formed no part of the land of Canaan,
territory. -There is no General Grand the Israelites having been directed not to
molest them for the sake of their great proLodge, or Grand Lodge of the United States
but there is a General Grand Chapter and genitor, the nephew of Abraham. But in
a Grand Encampment, to which the Grand the time of Jephthah, their king having
Chapters and Grand Commanderies of charged the ^Israelites with taking away a
some, but not all, of the States are subject. part of his territory, the Ammonites crossed
Ametli. Properly, JEmeth, which see. the river Jordan and made war upon the
Ametliyst. Hebrew noSriS, achlemah. Israelites. Jephthah defeated them with
The ninth stone in the breastplate of the great slaughter, and took an immense
high priest. On it was inscribed the tribe of amount of spoil.
It was on account of
Gad. The amethyst is a stone in hardness this spoil — in which they had no share
next to the diamond, and of a deep red and that the Ephraimites rebelled against Jephblue color resembling the breast of a dove. thah, and gave him battle. See EphraimAiniclsts, Order of. A secret asso- ites.

degrees, above enumerated.
There is, or may be, a

—

ciation of students, once very extensively
existing among the universities of Northern
Germany. Thory says that this association
was first established in the College of Clermont, at Paris. An account of it was published at Halle, in 1799, by F. 0. Laukhard,

under the

title

of

Der Mosellaner-oder Ami-

nach seiner Emtehuny, inneren
The Order
Ver/assung und Verbreitung.
was finally suppressed by the imperial
government.
eistenorden

Amis Rennis,

l<oge des.

purpose of endeavoring to
disentangle Freemasonry from the almost
inextricable confusion into which it had
fallen by the invention of so many rites
and new degrees. The Lodge was in possession of a valuable library for the use of
its members, and had an excellent cabinet
of the physical and natural sciences. Upon
the death of Savalette, who was the soul of
the Lodge, it fell into decay, and its books,
manuscripts, and cabinet were scattered.
All of its library that was valuable was
transferred to the archives of the Mother
Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Rite.
Barruel gives a brilliant picture of the confor the laudable

and suppers given by this
which the
Cresuses of Masonry congregated, while a
few superior members were engaged, as he
says, in hatching political and revolution-

Lodge

balls,

in its halcyon days, to

ary schemes, but really in plans for the elevation of Masonry as a philosophic institution.

See Saint Amphibalus.

Ample Form,
Master

When the Grand
present at the opening or closing

is

of the Grand Lodge, it is said to be opened
or closed " in ample form." Any ceremony
performed by the Grand Master is said to
be done " in ample form " when performed by the Deputy, it is said to be " in
due form " and by any other temporarily
presiding oflBcer, it is " in form."
See
;

;

Form.

Amulet.

The

Lodge of United Friends, tbunded at Paris
about 1772, was distinguished for the talents
of many of its members, among whom was
Savalette des Langes, and played for many
years an important part in the afiairs of
French Masonry. In its bosom was origiIn
nated, in 1773, the Rite of Philalethes.
1785 it convoked the first Congress of Paris,

certs,

Amphibaliis.

Amun.

See Talisman.

The supreme god among the

He was a concealed god, and
styled "the Celestial Lord who sheds
From him all
light on hidden things."
things emanated, though he created nothcorresponded with the Jove of
ing.
Egyptians.
is

He

the Greeks, and, consequently, with the
Jehovah of the Jews. His symbol was a
ram, which animal was sacred to him. On
the monuments he is represented with a
human face and limbs free, having two tall
straight feathers on his head, issuing from'
a red cap in front of the plumes a disc is
sometimes seen. His body is colored a deep
He is sometimes, however, repreblue.
sented with the head of a ram, and the
Greek and Roman writers in general agree
in describing him as being ram-headed.
There is some confusion on this point.
Kenrick says that Nouf was, in the majority of instances, the ram-headed god of the
Egyptians but he admits that Amun may
have been sometimes so represented.
Anachronism. Ritual makers, especially when they have been ignorant and
uneducated, have often committed anachronisms by the introduction into Masonic ceremonies of matters entirely out
of time. Thus, the use of a bell to indicate the hour of the night, practised in the
third degree the placing of a celestial and
;

;

;

ANCHOR

ANAGRAM
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a terrestrial globe oa the
pillars of the porch, in the

summit of the

Anchor and Ark.

The anchor,

as a

symbol of hope, does not appear to have
and quotations from the New Testament belonged to the ancient and classic system
and references to the teachings of Christ, of symbolism. The Goddess Spes, or Hope,
in the Mark degree, are all anachronisms. was among the ancients represented in the
But, although it were to be wished that form of an erect woman, holding the skirts
these disturbances of the order of time had of her garments in her left hand, and in
been avoided, the fault is not really of her right a flower-shaped cup. As an emmuch importance. The object of the rit- blem of hope, the anchor is peculiarly a
ualist was simply to convey an idea, and Christian, and thence a Masonic, symbol.
this he has done in the way which he sup- It is first found inscribed on the tombs in
posed would be moat readily comprehended the catacombs of Bome, and the idea of
by those for whom the ritual was made. using it is probably derived from the lanThe idea itself is old, although the mode guage of St. Paul, (Heb. vi. 19,) " which
hope we have as an anchor
of conveying it may be new. Thus, the
of the soul both sure and
bell is used to indicate a specific point of
second degree;

•

time, the globes to symbolize the universality of Masonry, and passages from the
New Testament to inculcate the practice
of duties whose obligations are older than
Christianity.

Anagram. The manufacture of anagrams out of proper names or other words
has always been a favorite exercise, someas when Dr.
times to pay a compliment,
Burney made Honor est a Nih out of Horaand sometimes for purposes
tio Nelson,
of secrecy, as when Roger Bacon concealed
under an anagram one of the ingredients
in his recipe for gunpowder, that the world
might not too easily become acquainted
with the composition of so dangerous a
material. The same method was adopted
by the adherents of the house of Stuart
when they manufactured their system of
high degrees as a political engine, and thus,
under an anagrammatic form, they made
many words to designate their friends or,
principally, their enemies of the opposite
parly. Most of these words it has now
become impossible to restore to their original form, but several are readily decipherable.
Thus, among the Assassins of the
third degree, who symbolized, with them,
the foes of the monarchy, we recognize

—

—

Romvel

as Oromwell,

and Hoben as Bohun,

Earl of Essex. It is only thus that we can
ever hope to trace the origin of such words
in the high degrees as Tercy, Stolkin, Morphey, etc. To look for them in any Hebrew
root would be a fruitless task.
The derivation of many of them, on account of the
obscurity of the persons to whom they
refer, is, perhaps, forever lost but of others
the research for their meaning may be more
;

successful.

Ananiab. The name of a learned
Egyptian, who is said to have introduced
the Order of Mizraim from Egypt into
Italy.
Dr. Oliver [Landm., ii. 75,) states
the tradition, butdoubts its authenticity. It
is in all probability apocryphal.
See Mieraim, Hite

of.

The primitive
Christians "looked upon
life as a stormy voyage,
and glad were the voyagers when it was done,
and they had arrived safe in port. Of this
the anchor was a symbol, and when their
brethren carved it over the tomb, it was to
them an expression of confidence that he
who slept beneath had reached the haven
of eternal rest." (Kip, Catacombs of Home,
The strict identity between this
p. 112.)
and the Masonic idea of the symbol will be
at once observed.
" The anchor," says Mrs. Jameson, (Sac.
and Legend, Art. I., 34,) "is the Christian
symbol of immovable firmness, hope, and
patience; and we find it very frequently
in the catacombs and on the ancient> Christian gems."
It is the peculiar attribute of
St. Clement, and is often inscribed on
churches dedicated to him.
But there is a necessary connection between an anchor and a ship, and hence,
the latter image has also been adopted as a
symbol of the voyage of life; but, unlike the
anchor, it was not confined to Christians,
but was with the heathens also a favorite
emblem of the close of life. Kip thinks
the idea may have been derived from them
by the Christian fathers, who gave it a more
elevated meaning. The ship is in Masonry
substituted by the ark. Mrs. Jameson says,
(ut supra,) that " the Ark of Noah floating
safe amid the deluge, in which all things
else were overwhelmed, was an obvious
symbol of the Church of Christ.
The
baik of St. Peter tossed in the storm, and
by the Redeemer guided safe to land, was
also considered as symbolical."
steadfast."

.

.

,

These symbolical views have been introduced into Masonry, with, however, the
more extended application which the universal character of the Masonic religious
faith required.
Hence, in the third degree,
whoso teachings all relate to life and death,
" the ark and anchor ai-e emblems of a

:

ANCHOR

ANCIENT

well-grounded hope and a well-spent life.
They are emblematical of that divine ark
which safely wafts us over this tempestuous
sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall
safely moor us in a peaceful harbor where the
wicked cease from troubling and the weary
shall find rest." Such is the language of the

and

lecture of the third degree,

gives
all the information that is required on the
esoteric meaning of these symbols.
The
history I have added of their probable origin will no doubt be interesting to the Masonic student.
it

Anchor, Knight of the.
Knight of

the

See

Anchor.

Anchor, Order of Knights and
A system of androgy-

Ijadies of the.
nous Masonry which

arose in France in the
year 1745. It was a schism which sprang
out of the Order of Felicity, from which it
differed only in being somewhat more refined, and in the adoption of other words
of recognition. Its existence was not more
durable than that of its predecessor. See
Felicity,

Order

of.

Ancient and Accepted Rite.
See Scottish Rite.

Ancient Craft Masonry.

This

is

the name given to the three symbolic degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft,
and Master Mason. The degree of Royal
Arch is not generally included under this
appellation; although, when considered (as
it really is) a complement of the third degree, it'must of course constitute a part of
Ancient Craft Masonry. In the articles of
union between the two Grand Lodges of
England, adopted in 1813, it is declared
that "pure Ancient Masonry consists of
three degrees and no more
viz.
those
of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow
Craft, and the Master Mason, including
the Supreme Order of the Holy Eoyal
;

:

lations

;

so

been, and
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much

so, that they always have
continue to be, two disdirectly independent of each

still

tinct societies,

other."

To understand,

therefore,

anything of the

meaning of these two terms, we must be
acquainted with the history of the schism
of the self-styled Ancients from the legal
Grand Lodge of England. No Masonic
student should be ignorant of this history,

and

I propose, therefore, to give a brief
sketch of it in the present article.
In the year 1738, a number of brethren

in London, having become dissatisfied with
certain transactions in the Grand Lodge of
England, separated themselves from the
regular Lodges, and began to hold meetings
and initiate candidates without the sanction
and authority of the Grand Lodge. Preston, who has given a good account of the
schism, does not, however, state the causes
which led to the dissatisfaction of the recusant brethren. But Thory [Act. Lat., i.
36,) attributes it to the fact that the Grand
Lodge had introduced some innovations,
alteri-ng the rituals and suppressing many
of the ceremonies which had long been in
use. This is also the charge made by Dermott.
It is certain that changes were made, especially in some of the modes of recognition,
and these changes, it is believed, were induced by the publication of a spurious
revelation by the notorious Samuel Prichard.
Preston himself acknowledges that
innovations took place, although he attributes them to a time subsequent to the first

secession.

Just about this time some dissensions
had occurred between the Grand Lodge at
London and that at York, and the seceding
brethren, taking advantage of this condition of afiairs, assumed, but without authority from the Grand Lodge of York, the

of Ancient York Masons. Matters
were, however, subsequently accommodated; but in the next year the difiiculties

name

Arch."

Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons. The title most generally as-

sumed by the English and American Grand were renewed, and the Grand Lodge perLodges. See TiUes of Grand Lodges.
sisting in its innovations and ritualistic

Ancient Masons.

Ancients was the
the schismatic body of
Masons who, in 1738, seceded from the
regular Grand Lodge of England, and who
at the same time insultingly bestowed upon
the adherents of that body the title of

name assumed by

Moderns. Thus Dermott, in his Ahiman
Rezon, (p. 63,) divides the Masons of England into two classes, as follows
"The Ancients, under the name of Free
and Accepted Masons. The Moderns, under
the name of Freemasons of England.
And
though a similarity of names, yet they differ exceedingly in makings, ceremonies,
knowledge, Masonical language, and instalI

5

changes, the seceding brethren declared
themselves independent, and assumed the
appellation of Ancient Masons, to indicate
their adhesion to the ancient forms, while,
for a similar purpose, they denominated the
members of the regular Lodges, Modern
Masons, because, as was contended, they

had adopted new forms and usages. The
seceders established a new Grand Lodge in
London, and, under the claim that they
were governed by the Ancient York Constitutions, which had been adopted at that
city in the year 926, they gained over many
influential persons in England, and were

even recognized by the Grand Lodges of

ANCIENT

ANCIENT

Scotland and Ireland. The Ancient York
Lodges, as they were called, greatly increased in England, and became so popular
in America that a majority of the Lodges

upon the right or on the left."
similar testimony as to the character of
these changes is furnished by an address to
the Duke of Athol, the Grand Miister of
the Grand Lodge of Ancients, in vi'hich it
" I would beg leave to ask, whether
is said
two persons standing in the Guildhall of
London, the one facing the statues of Gog
and Magog, and the other with his back
turned on them, could, with any degree of
propriety, quarrel about their stations as
Gog must be on the right of one, and Magog on the right of the other. Such then,
and far more insignificant, is the disputatious temper of the seceding brethren, that
on no better grounds than the above they
choose to usurp a power and to aid in open
and direct violation of the regulations they
had solemnly engaged to maintain, and by
every artifice possible to be devised endeavored to increase their numbers." It was
undoubtedly to the relative situation of the
pillars of the porch, and the appropriation
of their names in the ritual, that these in-
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and provincial Grand Lodges established in
this country during the eighteenth century
derived their warrants from the Grand
Lodge of Ancient York Masons. In the
year 1756, Laurence Dermott, then Grand
Secretary, and subsequently the Deputy
Grand Master of the schismatic Grand
Lodge, published a Book of Constitutions
for the use of the Ancient Masons, under
the title of Ahiman Eezon, which work

went through several

editions,

the code of Masonic law for

and became
all

who

ad-

England or America, to the
Ancient York Grand Lodge, while the
Grand Lodge of Moderns, or the regular
Grand Lodge of England, and ita adherents, were governed by the regulations

hered, either in

contained in Anderson's Constitutions, the
edition of which had been published

first

in 1728.
The dissensions between the two Grand
Lodges of England lasted until the year
1813, when, as will be hereafter seen, the
two bodies became consolidated under the

name and

title of the United Grand Lodge
of Ancient Freemasons of England. Four
years afterwards a similar and final reconciliation took place in America, by the
union of the two Grand Lodges in South
Carolina.
At this day all distinction between the Ancients and Moderns has
ceased, and it lives only in the memory of
the Masonic student.
What were the precise differences in the
rituals of the Ancients and the Moderns,
it is now perhaps impossible to discover, as
from their esoteric nature they were only

be placed first

A

:

;

nuendoes referred. As we have them now,
they were made by the change effected by
the Grand Lodge of Moderns, which transposed the original order in which they
existed before the change, and in which
order they are still preserved by the continental Lodges of Europe.
It is then admitted that the Moderns did
make innovations in the ritual; and although
Preston asserts that the changes were made
by the regular Grand Lodge to distinguish
its

members from those made by the An-

it is evident, from the language of the address just quoted, that the
innovations were the cause and not the
effect of the schism, and the inferential
evidence is that the changes were made in
orally communicated
but some shrewd consequence of, and as a safeguard against,
and near approximations to their real na- spurious publications, and were intended,
ture may be drawn by inference from the as I have already stated, to distinguish imcasual expressions which have fallen from postors from true Masons, and not schisthe advocates of each in the course of their matic or irregular brethren from those who
long and generally bitter controversies.
were orthodox and regular.
I have already said that the regular
But outside of and beyond this transpoGrand Lodge is stated to have made certain sition of words, there was another difference
changes in the modes of recognition, in existing between the Ancients and the
consequence of the publiuation of Samuel Moderns.
Dalcho, who was acquainted
Prichard's spurious revelation.
These with both systems, says that the Ancient
changes were, as we traditionally learn, a Masons were in possession of marks of
resimple transposition of certain words, by cognition known only to
themselves. His
which that which had originally been the language on this subject is positive. "The
first became the second, and that which had Ancient York
Masons," he says, "were

cient Lodges,

;

been the second became
Dalcho, the compiler
man Rezon of South
himself made in an
was acquainted with

Hence Dr.
of the original AhiCarolina, who was

certainly in possession of the original, universal marks, as they were known and
given in the Lodges they had left, and

Ancient Lodge, but
both systems, says
"The real difference in
point of importance was no greater than it
would be to dispute whether the glove should

which had descended through the Lodge of
York, and that of England, down to their
day. Besides these, we find they had peculiar marks of their own, which were unknown to the body from which they had

(Edit. 1822, p. 193,)

the first.

"

;

ANCIENT

ANCIENT

separated, and were unknown to the rest of
the Masonic world.
have, then, the
evidence that they had two sets of marks ;

system, claiming the original right which
every body of Masons had to assemble and
work without a warrant. Here, however,
they were evidently in error, for it was well
known that on the revival of Masonry, in
the year 1717, this right had been relinquished by the four London Lodges that
were then in operation, and which constituted the Grand Lodge. This objection the
Ancients pretended to meet by declaring
that the Grand Lodge organized in 1717
was not legally constituted, only four Lodges
having been engaged in the organization,
while, as they said, five were required.
Here again they were in error, as there is
no evidence of any such regulation having
ever existed.
And, therefore, to place
themselves in a less irregular position, they
organized, in 1757, a Grand Lodge of their
own, which was subsequently known by the
title of "The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England, according to
the old Constitutions," while the regular
body was known as " The Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons under the Constitution of England."
The following is a list of the Grand
Masters of the Grand Lodge of Ancients
from its organization to its dissolution

We

those which they had brought with
them from the original body, and those
viz.

:

which they had, we must suppose, them(P. 192.)
selves devised."
Dermott, in his Ahiman
this statement of Dalcho,

Eezon, confirms

indeed, it needs
says that "a Modern
Mason may with safety communicate all
his secrets to an Ancient Mason, but that
an Ancient Mason cannot, with like safety,
communicate all his secrets to a Modern
Mason without further ceremony." And
he assigns as a reason for this, that " as a
science comprehends an art (though an art
cannot comprehend a science), even so Ancient Masonry contains everything valuable among the Moderns, as well as many
other things that cannot be revealed without additional ceremonies."
Now, what were these " other things
known by the Ancients, and not known by
the Moderns ? What were these distinctive
marks, which precluded the latter from
visiting the Lodges of the former ? Written
history is of course silent as to these esoteric matters.
But tradition, confirmed by,
and at the same time explaining, the hints
and casual intimations of contemporary
writers, leads us to the almost irresistible
inference that they were to be found in the
diiferent constructions of the third, or
Master's degree, and the introduction into
it of the Royal Arch element ; for, as Dr.
Oliver {Hist. Eng. R. A., p. 21,) says, "the
division of the third degree and the fabrication of the English Royal Arch appear,
on their own showing, to have been the
work of the Ancients." And hence the
Grand Secretary of the regular Grand
Lodge, or that of the Moderns, replying to
the application of an Ancient Mason from
Ireland for relief, says: "Our society (i, e.
the Moderns) is neither Arch, Royal Arch,
nor Ancient, so that you have no right to
partake of our charity."
This, then, is the solution of the difficulty.
The Ancients, besides preserving
the regular order of the words in the first
and second degrees, which the Moderns had
transposed, (a transposition which has been
retained in the Lodges of Britain aod
America, but which has never been observed by the continental Lodges of Europe,
who continue the usage of the Ancients,)
also finished the otherwise imperfect third
degree with its natural complement, the
Royal Arch, a complement with which the
Moderns were unacquainted, or which they,
if they knew it once, had lost.
For some years the Ancient Lodges appear to have worked on an independent
confirmation.

He

if,
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:

Robert

1753,

Vaughan

Turner;

1755,

Edward

1757, Earl of Blessington
1761, Earl of Kelly; 1767, Thomas Matthew 1771, 3d Duke of Athol 1775, 4th
Duke of Athol; 1782, Earl of Antrim;
1791, 4th Duke of Athol ; 1813, Duke of
Kent, under whom the reconciliation of
;

;

;

the two Grand Lodges was accomplished.
The Grand Lodge of Ancient Masons
was, shortly after its organization, recognized by the Grand Lodges of Scotland and
Ireland, and, through the ability and energy of its officers, but especially Laurence
Dermott, at one time its Grand Secretary,
and afterwards its Deputy Grand Master,
and the author of its Ahiman Rezon, or
Book of Constitutions, it extended its influence and authority into foreign countries and into the British Colonies of
America, where it became exceedingly
popular, and where it organized several
Provincial Grand Lodges, as, for instance,
in Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and South Carolina, where the
Lodges working under this authority were
generally known as "Ancient York Lodges."
In consequence of this, dissensions existed,
not only in the mother country but also in
America, for many years, between the
Lodges which derived their warrants from
the Grand Lodge of Ancients and those
which derived theirs from the regular or
But
so-called Grand Lodge of Moderns.
the Duke of Kent having been elected, in
1813, the Grand Master of the Ancients,

ANCIENT

ANDERSON

while his brother, the Duke of Sussex, was
Grand Master of the Moderns, a permanent reconciliation was eft'ected between
the rival bodies, and by mutual eomproraises the present " United Grand Lodge of
Ancient Freemasons of England " was es-

was commissioned by the Grand Lodge to
collect and compile the history, charges, and
regulations of the Fraternity from the then
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tablished.

Similar unions were consummated in
America, thelastbeingthatof the two Grand
Lodges of South Carolina, in 1817, and the
distinction between the Ancients and the
Moderns was forever abolished, or remains
only as a melancholy page in the history
of Masonic controversies.

Ancient Reformed Rite. A

Bite

differing very slightly from the French
Rite, or Site Modeme, of which, indeed, it
is said to be only a modification.
It is

existing ancient Constitutions of the Lodges.
On the 27th of December following, his

work was

finished, and the Grand Lodge
appointed a committee of fourteen learned
brethren to examine and report upon it.
Their report was made on the 25th of
March, 1722; and-, after a few amendments, Anderson's work was formally approved, and ordered to be printed for the
benefit of the Lodges, which was done in
1723. This is now the well-known Book
of Constitutions, which contains the his-

tory of Masonry, (or,

more

correctly, archi-

and the gensame were in use in

tecture,) the ancient charges,

eral regulations, as the

Grand Lodge of Holland many old Lodges. In 1738 a second ediand the Grand Orient of Belgium. It was tion was published. The edition of 1723
established in 1783 as one of the results of has become exceedingly rare, and copies
practised by the

the Congress of Wilhelmsbad.

Ancient of Days. A

" Fulfilled
By the

is

the promise

Ancient of Days,

To bring forth the cape-stone
With shouting and praise."
Ancients. See Ancient Masons.

Ancient, The. The

third degree of
of Twenty-two.
Ancient
Masons. One of
the names assumed by the Lodges of Ancient Masons, which see.
Anderson, James. The Rev. James
Anderson, D. D., is well known to all Masons as the compiler of the celebrated Book
of Constitutions. He was born at Edinburgh, Scotland, on the 5th of August,

the

German Union

York

He

1684.

removed

to

—

London,

— at what

not known,
and became the minister of the Scotch Presbyterian Church in

time

is

bring fancy prices among the collectMasonic books. Its intrinsic
value is derived only from the tact that it
contains the first printed copy of the Old
Charges and also the General Regulations.
The history of Masonry which precedes
these, and constitutes the body of the
work, is fanciful, unreliable, and pretentious to a degree that often leads to absurdity.
The Craft is greatly indebted to
Anderson for his labors in reorganizing the
Institution, but doubtless it would have
been better if he had contented himself
with giving the records of the Grand Lodge
from 1717 to 1738, which are contained in
his second edition, and with preserving for
us the charges and regulations, which,
without his industry, might, have been
lost.
No Masonic writer would now venture to quote Anderson as authority for the
history of the Order anterior to the eighteenth century. It must also be added that
in the republication of the Old Charges
in the edition of 1738, he made several
important alterations and interpolations,
which justly gave some offence to the
Grand Lodge, and which render the
second edition of no authority in this reof

applied,
in the visions of Daniel, to Jehovah, to signify that his days are beyond reckoning.
Used by Webb in the Most Excellent Master's song.
title

Swallow

Street, Piccadilly.
Chambers, in
his Scottish Biography, describes him as "a

learned but imprudent man, who lost a
considerable part of his property in deep
dabbling in the South Sea scheme." He
was the author of an elaborate but very
singular work, entitled Boyal Genealogies.
But he is principally indebted for his reputation to his labors on the Ancient Constitutions of Freemasonry.
It is probable that
he was a member of one of the four old
Lodges of London which, in 1717, organized the Grand Lodge of England. At all
events, he is found, four years after, taking
an interest in the concerns of the Craft,
and having so much reputation among his
brethren as to have been selected to discharge the diflScult duties of a historiographer.
On the 29th of September, 1721, he

it

ors of old

spect.

In 1730, Dr. Anderson, in reply to some
libellous attacks on the Order, and especially the pretended exposition of Prichard, published
Defence of Masonry, which

A

he subsequently appended to the second
edition of the Book of Constitutions. This
is the earliest scholarly discussion of the
character of the Masonic institution, and
proves that Anderson was a man of learning and extensive reading.
died on
May 28, 1739, aged 65 years.

He

Anderson Manuscript.

In the
edition of the Constitutions of the Freemasons, published by Dr. Anderson in 1723,
first

ANDEOGYNOUS

ANDRf;
is on page 32, a copy of a manuscript,
which he calls " a certain record of J'reemasons, written in the reign of King Edward IV." Preston also cites it in his Illus-
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and for the supply of the
moral wants of the times. His writings,
although numerous, were not voluminous,
but rather brief essays full of feeling, judgtrations, (p. 133,) but states that it is said to ment, and chaste imagination, in which
have been in the possession of Elias Ash- great moral, political, and religious sentimole, but was unfortunately destroyed, with ments were clothed in such a language of
other papers on the subject of Masonry, at sweetness, and yet told with such boldness
the Revolution. Anderson makes no refer- of spirit, that, as Herder says, he appears,
ence to Ashmole as the owner of the MS., in his contentious and anathematizing cennor to the fact of its destruction. If the tury, like a rose springing up among thorns.
statement of Preston was confirmed by other Thus, in his Menippus, one of the earliest
evidence, its title would properly be the of his works, he has, with great skill and
" Ashmole MS. " but as it was first pub- freedom, attacked the errors of the Church
lished by Anderson, Bro. Hughan has very and of his contemporaries. His Hereul'is
properly called it the " Anderson Manu- Ohristiani Lucius, xxiv., is supposed by
It contains the Prince Edwin some persons to have given indirectly, if
script."
legend.
not immediately, hints to John Bunyan

there

tion of manners,

;

Andr^, Christopher Karl.

An

Mason, who resided at BrUnn, in
Moravia, where, in 1798, he was the DirecHe was
tor of the Evangelical Academy.
very zealously employed, about the end of
the last century, in connection with other
distinguished Masons, in the propagation
of the Order in Germany. He was the
editor and author of a valuable periodical
work, which was published in 5 numbers,
8vo, at Gotha and Halle under the title of
active

for his Pilgrim's Progress.

One of the most important of his works,
however, or at least one that has attracted
most attention,

is

his

Fama

Fraternitatis,

This and the Chemische
Hoohzeit Ohristiani Rosencreuz, or Chemical
Nuptials, by Christian Rosencreuz, which is
also attributed to him, are the first works in
which the Order of the Rosicrucians is mentioned. Arnold, in his Ketzergeschicte, or History of Heresy, contends, from these works,
Der Frei-Tnaurer oder oompendiose Bibliothek that Andrea was the founder of the Rosicrucian Order ; others claim a previous existalles Wissenco'drdigen ilber geheime OesellThe Freemason, or a Compen- ence for it, and suppose that he was simply
schqften.
dious Library of everything worthy of an annalist of the Order ; while a third party
notice in relation to Secret Societies. Be- denythatanysuch Order was existing at the
sides valuable extracts from contemporary time, or afterwards, but that the whole was
Masonic writers, it contains several essays a mere mythical rhapsody, invented by
Andrea as a convenient vehicle in which
and treatises by the editor.
AndreH., John Valentine. This to convey his ideas of reform. But the
distinguished philosopher and amiable whole of this subject is more fully discussed
moralist, who has been claimed by many under the head of Bosicrudanism, which
writers as the founder of the Rosicrucian see.
Order, was born on the 17th of August,
Andrew, Apprentice and Fel1586, at the small town of Herrenberg, in low Craft of St. (Fr., Apprenti et ComWiirtemberg, where his father exercised pagnon de St. Andre/ Ger., Andreas lehrclerical functions of a respectable rank. ling und Geselle.) The fourth degree of the
After receiving an excellent education in Swedish Rite, which is almost precisely the
his native province, he travelled extensively same as the Flu Secret of the French Rite.
Andrew, Cross of St. See Cross,
through the principal countries of Europe,
and on his return home received the ap- St. Andrew's.
Andrew, Favorite of St. (Fr.,
pointment, in 1614, of deacon in the town
Four years after he was Fi-erefavori de St. Andre.) Usually called
of Vaihingen.
promoted to the office of superintendent at " Knight of the Purple Collar." The ninth
Kalw. In 1639 he was appointed court degree of the Swedish Rite.
chaplain and a spiritual privy councillor,
Andrew, Orand Scotch Knight
and subsequently Protestant prelate of of St. See Knight of St. Andrew.
Adelberg, and almoner of the Duke of
Androgynous Degrees. (From
Wurteraberg. He died on the 27th of June, avrip, a man, and ymv, a woman.) Those degrees of Masonry which are conferred on
1654, at the age of sixty-eight years.
Andrea was a man of extensive acquire- both men and women. Besides the degrees
ments and of a most feeling heart. By his of the Adoptive Rite, which are practised
great abilities he was enabled to elevate in France, there are several of these degrees
himself beyond the narrow limits of the which are, as "sides degrees," conferred
prejudiced age in which he lived, and his in this country. Such are the "Mason's
literary labors were exerted for the reforma- Wife," conferred on the wives, daughters,
published in 1615.
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sisters, and mothers of Master Masons, and
the " Knight and Heroine of Jericho," confetred on the wives and daughters of Eoyal
Arch Masons. A few years ago, Eob. Morris
invented, and very generally promulgated
through the Western States of this country,
a series of androgynous degrees, which he
There is
called "The Star of the East."
another androgynous degree, sometimes
conferred on the wives of Eoyal Arch Masons, known as, the "Good Samaritan."
In some parts of the United States these
degrees are very popular, while in other
places they are never practised, and are
strongly condemned as improper innova-

tions.

The

fact is, that by their friends as
their enemies, these so-called

well as by
degrees have been greatly misrepresented.
When females are told that in receiving
these degrees they are admitted into the
Masonic Order, and are obtaining Masonic

information under the name of "Ladies'
Masonry," they are simply deceived. Every
woman connected by ties of consanguinity
to a Master Mason is peculiarly entitled to
Masonic assistance and protection. If she
is told this, and also told that by these androgynous degrees she is to be put in possession of the means of making her claims
known by a sort of what may be called
oral testimony, but that she is by their possession no nearer to the portals of Masonry
than she was before, if she is honestly told
this, then I can see no harm, but the possibility of some good, in these forms if carefully bestowed and prudently preserved.
But all attempts to make Masonry of them,
and especially that anomalous thing called
Ladies' Masonry, are wrong, imprudent, and
calctilated to produce opposition among the
well-informed and cautious members of the
Fraternity.

Androgynous Masonry.

That

so-

called Masonry which is dedicated to the
cultivation of the androgynous degrees.

The Adoptive Eite of France is Androgynous Masonry.

Angel. Angels were originally in the
Jewish theogony considered simply as messengers of God, as the name Malachim imports, and the word is thus continually used
in the early Scriptures of the Old Testament. It was only after the captivity that
the Jews brought from Babylon their mystical ideas of angels as instruments of creative ministration, such as the angel of fire,
of water, of earth, or of air. These doctrines

they learned from the Chaldean sages, who
had probably derived them from Zoroaster
and the Zendavesta. In time these doctrines were borrowed by the Gnostics, and
through them they have been introduced
into some of the high degrees; such, for instance, as the Knight of the Sun, in whose

ritual the angels of the four elements play
part.
Angelic Brothers. (Ger., EngehSometimes called, after their
bruder.)
founder, Oichtelites or Oichtelianer.

an important

A

mystical sect of religious fanatics founded
by one Gichtel, about the close of the seventeenth century, in the United Netherlands.
After the death of their founder in 1710,
they gradually became extinct, or were continued only in secret union with the Eosicrucians.

Angels' Alphabet.

See Alphabet,

Angels'.

Angerona.
deity

worshipped

The name of a pagan
among the Eomans.

Pliny calls her the goddess of silence, and
calmness of mind. Hence her statue has
sometimes been introduced among the ornaments of Masonic edifices. She is represented with her finger pressed upon her
See Harpocrates, for what is further
lips.
to be said upon this symbol.
Angle. The inclination of two lines
meeting in a point. Angles are of three
kinds acute, obtuse, and right angles. The
right angle, or the angle of 90 degrees, is
the only one recognized in Masonry, because it is the form of the trying square, one
of the most important working tools of the

—

profession,

and the symbol of morality.

Angular Triad. A name given by
Oliver to the three presiding officers of a
Eoyal Arch Chapter.
Worship. The worship of
animals is a species of idolatry that was
especially practised by the ancient Egyptians. Temples were erected by this people
in their honor, in which they were fed and
cared for during life to kill one of them
was a crime punishable with death and
after death, they were embalmed, and interred in the catacombs. This worship was
derived first from the earlier adoration of
the stars, to certain constellations of which
the names of animals had been given next,
from an Egyptian tradition that the gods,
being pursued by Typhon, had concealed
themselves under the forms of animals;
and lastly, from the doctrine of the metempsychosis, according to which there was a
continual circulation of the souls of men
and animals. But behind the open and
popular exercise of this degrading worship
the priests concealed a symbolism full of
philosophical conceptions.
Mr. Gliddonsays in his OtiaEgyptiaca, (p.
94,) that "animal worship among the Egyptians was the natural and unavoidable consequence of the misconception, by the vulgar, of those emblematical figures invented
by the priests to record their own philosophical conception of absurd ideas. As
the pictures and effigies suspended in early

Animal

;

;

;

;

;
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Christian churches, to commemorate a person or an event, became in time objects of
worship to the vulgar, so, in Egypt, the
esoteric or spiritual meaning of the emblems was lost in the gross materialism of
the beholder. This esoteric and allegorical
meaning was, however, preserved by the
priests, and communicated in the mysteries
alone to the initiated, while the uninstructed retained only the grosser concep-

= 5620,
= 5621.
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and October, 1860

+ 3760 +

Anno Ordinis. In the Year of the
Order; abbreviated A.". O.*. The date used
by Knights Templars found by subtracting 1118 from the vulgar era thus, 1860
1118
742.
Annualre. Some French Lodges publish annually a record of their most im-

—

;

:

=

_

Chronological, Literary, and Historical Annals of the Masonry of the Netherlands from
This work, edited by Bros.
the year 1814.
Melton and De" Margny, was published at
Brussels, in five volumes, during the years
1823-26.
It consists of an immense collection of French, Dutch, Italian, and English Masonic documents translated into
French. Kloss extols it highly as a work
which no Masonic library should be with-

portant proceedings for the past year, and
a list of their members. This publication
is called an Annuaire, or Annual.
Communication. All the
Grand Lodges of the United States, except
those of Massachusetts, and Maryland, the
District of Columbia, and Pennsylvania,
hold only one annual meeting ; thus reviving the ancient custom of a yearly Grand
Assembly. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, like that of England, holds Quarterly
Communications. At these annual communications it is usual to pay the representatives of the subordinate Lodges a per diem
allowance, which varies in different Grand

out. Its publication was unfortunately discontinued in 1826 by the Belgian revolution.

Lodges from one to three dollars, and also
their mileage or travelling expenses.

tion."

Annates €hronologiqne8,

Lite-

de la Ma^onnerie de
Pays-Bas, k dater de 1 Janvier, 1814, i.e.

raires et Historiques
la

Annates Originis Magni Oalli-

arum

Annual

Annual

Proceedings.

Every

Orientls, etc. This history of Grand Lodge in the United States pubthe Grand Orient of France is, in regard to lishes a full account of its proceedings at
its subject, the most valuable of the works
its Annual Communication, to which is also
of 0. A. Thory. It comprises a full account
of the rise, progress, changes, and revolutions of French Freemasonry, with numerous curious and inedited documents, notices of a great number of rites, a fragment
on Adoptive Masonry, and other articles of
an interesting nature. It was published at
Paris, in 1812, in 1 vol. of 471 pp., 8vo. See
Xloss,

No. 4,088.

Anniversary.

See

Festivals.

Anno Depositionis.

In the Year of
the Deposite; abbreviated A.'. Dep.*.
The
date used by Royal and Select Masters,
which is found by adding 1000 to the vulgar era; thus, 1860 -|- 1000=2860.

Anno Hebralco.
Year; abbreviated

In

A.". H.'.

Anno Mundi ; which

the

Hebrew

The same

as

see.

Anno

InTentioniS. In the Year of the
Discovery ; abbreviated A.". I.", or A.\ Inv.".
The date used by Royal Arch Masons.
Found by adding 530 to the vulgar era
thus, 1860 -1- 530
2390.
liUCis. In the Year of Light ;
abbreviated A.'. L.'. The date used in ancient Craft Masonry; found by adding 4000
to the vulgar era thus, 1860+4000
5860.
Mundi. In the Year of the
World. The date used in the Ancient and
Accepted Rite; found by adding 3760 to
the vulgar era until September. After September, add one year more this is because
the year used is the Hebrew one, which begins in September. Thus, July, 1860

=

Anno

=

;

Anno

;

+

almost always kdcied a list of the subordinate Lodges and their members. Some of
these Annual Proceedings extend to a
considerable size, and they are all valuable
as giving an accurate and official account
of the condition of Masonry in each State
for the past year. They also frequently contain valuable reports of committees on questions of Masonic law. The reports of the
Committees of Foreign Correspondence are
especially valuable in these pamphlets. See
Correspondence, Committee on Foreign.
Annuities. In England, one of the
modes of distributing the charities of a
Lodge is to grant annuities to aged members or to the widows and orphans of those
who are deceased. In 1842 the "Royal
Masonic Benevolent Annuity Fund" was
established,
this way.

which grants

Anointing. The

its

charities in

act of consecrating

any person or thing by the pouring on
of oil. The ceremony of anointing^ was
emblematical of a particular sanctification to a holy and sacred use. As such
it was practised by both the Egyptians
and the Jews, and many representations
are to be seen among the former of the performance of this holy Rite. Wilkinson informs us, {Ana. Egypt, iv. 280,) that with
the Egyptians the investiture to any sacred
oflSce was confirmed by this external sign
and that priests and kings at the time of
their consecration were, after they had been

)
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attired in their full robes, anointed

by the

pouring of oil upon the head. The Jewish
Scriptures mention several instances in
which unction was administered, as in the
consecration of Aaron as high priest, and
of Saul and David, of Solomon and Joash, as kings. The process of anointing
is fully described in Exodus (xxix.
After he had been clothed in all his
robes, with the mitre and crown upon his
head, it is said, " then shalt thou take the
anointing oil and pour it upon his head, and
anoint him."
The ceremony is still used in some of the
high degrees of Masonry, and is always
recognized as a symbol of sanctification, or
the designation of the person so anointed
to a sacred use, or to the performance of a
particular function. Hence, it forms an
important part of the ceremony of installation of a high priest in the order of High
Priesthood as practised in America.
As to the form in which the anointing
oil was poured, Buxtorf (Lex. Talm., p. 267,
quotes the Rabbinical tradition that in theanointment of kings the oil was poured on
the head in the form of a crown, that is,
in a circle around the head while in the
anointment of the priests it was poured in
the form of the Greek letter X, tnat is, on
the top of the head, in the shape of a St.

Aaron
7).

;

Andrew's

cross.

Anonymous

Society.

A

society

formerly existing in Germany, which consisted of 72 members, namely, 24 ApprenIt
tices, 24 Fellow Crafts, and 24 Masters.
distributed much charity, but its real object
was the cultivation of the occult sciences.
Its members pretended that its Grand
Master was one Tajo, and that he resided in
Spain.
Ansyreeli. A sect found in the mountains of Lebanon, of Northern Syria. Like
the Druses, towards whom, however, they
entertain a violent hostility, and the Assassins, they have a secret mode of recognition
and a secret religion, which does not appear
" Howto be well understood by them.
ever," says Eev. Mr. Lyde, who visited
them in 1852, " there is one in which they
all seem agreed, and which acts as a kind
of Freemasonry in binding together the
scattered members of their body, namely,
secret prayers which are taught to every
male child of a certain age, and are repeated at stated times, in stated places,
and accompanied with religious rites. The
Ansyreeh arose about the same time with
the Assassins, and, like them, their religion

appears to be an ill-digested mixture of
Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammedanism.

To the Masonic

scholars these secret

an interesting study,
because of their supposed connection with
the Templars during the Crusades, the ensects of Syria present

tire results

of which are yet to be investi-

gated.

AntediluTian Masonry. Among
the traditions of Masonry, which, taken
literally, become incredible, but which, considered allegorically, may contain a profound meaning, not the least remarkable
are those which relate to the existence of a
Masonic system before the Flood. Thus,

Anderson (Const. 1st ed., p. 3,) says:
" Without regarding uncertain accounts, we

may

safely conclude the old world, that
lasted 1656 years, could not be ignorant of

Dr. Oliver has devoted the
twenty-eighth lecture in his Jlistorica I Landmarks to an inquiry into "the nature and
"
design of Freemasonry before the Flood :
but he admits that any 'evidence of the
existence at that time of such an Institution must be based on the identity of Free-

Masonry."

masonry and morality. " We may safely
assume," he says, " that whatever had for
its object and end an inducement to the
practice of that morality which is founded
on the love of God, may be identified with
primitive Freemasonry."
The truth is, that antediluvian Masonry
is alluded to only in what is called the
"ineffable degrees " and that its only important tradition is that of Enoch, who is
traditionally supposed to be its founder, or,
at least, its great hierophant. See Enoch.
;

Anthem.

The anthem was

originally

a piece of church music sung by alternate
The word afterwards, however,
voices.
came to be used as a designation of that
kind of sacred music which consisted of
certain passages taken out of the Scriptures,
and adapted to particular solemnities. In
the permanent poetry and music of Masonry the anthem is very rarely used. The
spirit of Masonic poetry is lyrical, and
therefore the ode is almost altogether used
(except on some special occasions) in the
solemnities and ceremonials of the Order.
There are really no Masonic anthems.

Anti-Masonic Books.

There

is

no

country of the civilized world where Freemasonry has existed, in which opposition
to it has not, from time to time, exhibited
itself; although it has always been overcome by the purity and innocence of the
Institution.
The earliest opposition by a
government of which we have any record,
is that of 1425, in the third year of the
reign of Henry VI., of England, when the
Masons were forbidden to confederate in
chapters and congregations. This law was,
however, never executed, and since that
period Freemasonry has met with no permanent or important opposition in England.
The Roman Catholic religion has always
been anti-Masonic, and hence edicts have
constantly been promulgated by popes and
sovereigns in Roman Catholic countries
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against the Order. The most important of
these edicts is the bull of Pope Clement
XII., which was issued on the 28th of
April, 1738, the authority of which bull is
still in existence, and forbids any pious
Catholic from uniting with a Masonic
Lodge under the severest penalties of eccle-

the Institution and we should freely forgive him for what he has said against it,
when we know that his recognition of the
existence, in the seventeenth century, of a
society which was already of so much importance that he was compelled to acknowledge that he had " found persons of the
most eminent quality that did not disdain
to be of this fellowship," gives the most
ample refutation of those writers who assert that no traces of the Masonic Institution are to be found before the beginning of
the eighteenth century.
triumphant reply
to the attack of Dr. Plot is to be found
in the third volume of Oliver's Golden
Remains of the Early Masonic Writers.
still more virulent attack on the Order
was made in 1730, by Samuel Prichard,
which he entitled "Masonry dissected, being
an universal and genuine description of all
its branches from the original to the present
time." This work went through a great
many editions, and was at last, in 1738, replied to by the celebrated Dr. James Anderson, in a pamphlet entitled "
Defence of
Masonry, occasioned by a pamplet called
Masonry Dissected." It was appended to
the second edition of Anderson's Constitutions.
It is a learned production, well
worth perusal for the information that it
gives in reference to the sacred rites of the
ancients, independent of its polemic character.
About this time the English press
was inundated by pretended revelations of
the Masonic mysteries, published under
the queere-st titles, such as "Jachin and
Boaz ; or. An authentic key to the door of
Freemasonry," published in 1762; " Hiram,
or the Grand Master Key to both Ancient
and Modern Freemasonry," which appeared in 1766; "The Three Distinct
Knocks," published in 1768, and a host of
others of a similar character, which were,
however, rather intended, by ministering
to a morbid and unlawful curiosity, to put
money into the purses of their compilers,
than to gratify any vindictive feelings
against the Institution.
Some, however, of these works were
amiable neither in their inception nor in
their execution, and appear to have been
dictated by a spirit that may be characterized as being anything else except ChrisThus, in the year 1768, a sermon
tian.
was preached, we may suppose, but certainly published, at London, with the fol-

excommunication.
In the United States, where there are
jieither popes to issue bulls nor kings to
promulgate edicts, the opposition to I< reemasonry had to take the form of a political
party. Such a party was organized in this
country in the year 1826, soon after the
disappearance of one William Morgan.
The object of this party was professedly to
put down the Masonic Institution as subversive of good government, but really for
the political aggrandizement of its leaders,
who used the opposition to Freemasonry
merely as a stepping-stone to their own
advancement to office. But the public virsiastical

tue of the masses of the American people
repudiated a party which was based on such
corrupt and mercenary views, and its
ephemeral existence was followed by a total
annihilation.
society which has been deemed of so
much importance as to be the victim of so
many persecutions, must needs have had its
enemies in the press. It was too good an
Institution not to be abused. Accordingly,

A

Freemasonry had no sooner taken its commanding position as one of the teachers of
the world, than a host of adversaries sprang
up to maligu its character and to misrepresent its objects. Hence, in the catalogue of
a Masonic library, the anti-Masonic books
will form no small part of the collection.
Anti-Masonic works may very properly
1. Those
be divided into two classes.
written simply for the purposes of abuse,
in which the character and objects of the
Institution are misrepresented.
2. Those
written for the avowed purpose of revealing its ritual and esoteric doctrines. The
former of these classes is always instigated
by malignity, the latter by mean ci^idity.

The former

class alone comes strictly
within the category of " anti - Masonic
books," although the two classes are often
confounded; the attack on the principles
of Masonry being sometimes accompanied
with a pretended revelation of its mysteries, and, on the other hand, the pseudo
revelations are not unfrequently enriched by
the most liberal abuse of the Institution.
The earliest authentic work which contains anything in opposition to Freemasonry is The NcUural Mistory of Staffordshire, by Robert Plot, which was printed
at Oxford in the year 1686. It is only in
one particular part of the work that Dr.
Plot makes any invidious remarks against

;

A

A

A

lowing ominous title: "Masonry the Way to
Hell; a Sermon wherein is clearly proved,
both from Reason and Scripture, that all
who profess the Mysteries are in a State of
Damnation." This sermon appears to have
been a favorite with the ascetics, for in less
than two years it was translated into French
and Grerman. But, on the other hand, it

:
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gave offence to the liberal-minded, and many
replies to it were written and published:,
among which was one entitled Masonry the
Tampike-Road to Happiness in this Life, and
Eternal Happiness Hereafter, which also
found its translation into German.
In 1797 appeared the notorious work of
John Eobison, entitled " Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Religions and Governments of Europe, carried on in the secret
meetings of Freemasons, lUuminati, and
Eeading Societies." Eobison was a gentleman and a scholar of some repute, a
professor of natural philosophy, and Secretary of the Eoyal Society of Edinburgh.
Hence, although his theory is based on
false premises and his reasoning fallacious

and illogical, his language is more decorous
and his sentiments less malignant than
generally characterize the writers of antiMasonic books.
contemporary critic in
the Monthly Review (vol. xxv., p. 315,) thus
correctly estimates the value of his work
" On the present occasion," says the reviewer, " we acknowledge that we have felt
something like regret that a lecturer in
natural philosophy, of whom his country
is so justly proud, should produce any work
of literature by which his high character

A

for knowledge and for judgment is liable
to be at all depreciated."
Robison's book
owes its preservation at this day from the
destruction of time only to the permanency and importance of the Institution
which it sought to destroy.
Masonry,

ANTI-MASONIC
The French Eevolution was
an accomplished fact. The
Bourbons had passed away, and Barruel,
as a priest and a royalist, was indignant at
Jacobinisme.
at the time

the change, and, in the bitterness of his
rage, he charged the whole inception and
success of the political movement to the
machinations of the Freemasons, whose
Lodges, he asserted, were only Jacobinical
clubs.
The general scope of his argument
was the same as that which was pursued by Professor Eobison
but wnile
both were false in their facts and fallacious
in their reasoning, the Scotchman was calm
and dispassionate, while the Frenchman
was vehement and abusive. No work, perhaps, was ever printed which contains so
many deliberate misstatements as disgrace
the pages of Barruel. Unfortunately, the
work was, soon after its appearance, "translated into English.
It is still to be found
on the shelves of Masonic students and
curious work collectors, as a singular specimen of the extent of folly and falsehood
to which one may be led by the influences
of bitter party prejudices.
The anti-Masonic writings of Italy and
Spain have, with the exception of a few
translations from French and English authors, consisted only of bulls issued by
popes and edicts pronounced by the Inquisition.
The anti-Masons of those countries had it all their own way, and, scarcely
descending to argument or even to abuse,
contented themselves with practical perse;

which it villifled, has alone saved it from cution.
the tomb of the Capulets.
In Germany, the attacks on Freemasonry
This work closed the labors of the anti- were less frequent than in England or
Masonic press in England. No work abu- France. Still there were some, and among
sive of the Institution of any importance them may be mentioned one whose very
has appeared in that country since the title would leave no room to doubt of its
attack of Eobison. The Manuals of Rich- anti-Masonic character. It is entitled, Beard Carlile and the Theologico-astronomi- weiss dass die Preimaurer-Gesellschaft in
cal sermons of the Eev. Eobert Taylor are alien Staaten, u. s. w., that is, " Proofs that
the productions of men who do not profess the Society of Freemasons is in every counto be the enemies of the Order, but who try not only useless, but, if not restricted,
have sought, by their peculiar views, to dangerous, and ought to be interdicted."
give to Freemasonry an origin, a design, This Tjfork was published at Dantzic, in
and an interpretation different from that 1764, and was intended as a defence of the
which is received as the general sense of decree of the Council of Dantzic against
the Fraternity. The works of these writers, the Order. The Germans, however, have
although erroneous, are not inimical.
given no such ponderous works in behalf
The French press was prolific in the pro- of anti-Masonry as the capacious volumes
duction of anti-Masonic publications. Com- of Barruel and Eobison. The attacks on
mencing with La Orande Lumiere, which the Order in that country have principally
-was published at Paris, in 1734, soon after been by pamphleteers.
the modern introduction of Masonry into
In the United States, anti-Masonic writFrance, but brief intervals elapsed without ings were scarcely known until they sprung
the appearance of some work adverse to out of the Morgan excitement
in 1826.
the Masonic Institution.
But the most The disappearance and alleged abduction
important of these was certainly the pon- of this individual gave birth to a rancoirous
derous effort of the Abb6 Barruel, pub- opposition to Masonry, and
the country
lished in four volumes, in 1797, under the was soon flooded with
anti-Masonic works.
title of Mimoires pour servir a I'histoire du
Most of these were, however, merely pam-

AIsTTI-MASONIC
phlets, whicli

had only an ephemeral

AJSTTI-MASONIC
exist-

ence, and have long since Deen consigned
to the service of the trunk-makers or suffered a literary metemiiychosis in the
paper-mill. Two only are worthy, from
their size, (their only qualification,) for a
place in a Masonic catalogue. The first of
these is entitled, " Letters on Masonry and
Anti-Masonry, addressed to the Hon. John
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whole design and character of the Masonic
Institution.
The "oath" and "the murder
of Morgan " are the two bugbears which
seem continually to float before the excited
vision of the writer, and on these alone he
dwells from the first to the last page.
Except the letters of Stone and Adams,
I scarcely know another anti-Masonic book
published in America that can go beyond

Quincy Adams. By William L. Stone." the literary dignity of a respectably-sized
This work, which was published at New pamphlet. A compilation of anti-Masonic
York in 1832, is a large octavo of 556 documents was published at Boston, 'in
pages.
1830, by James C. Odiorne, who has thus
The work of Mr. Stone, it must be ac- in part preserved for future reference the
knowledged, is not abusive. If his argu- best of a bad class of writings. In 1831,
ments are illogical, they are at least con- Henry Gassett, of Boston, a most virulent
ducted without malignity. If his state- anti-Mason, distributed, at his own exments are false, his language is decorous. pense, a great number of anti-Masonic
He was himself a Mason, and he has been books, which had been published during
compelled, by the force of truth, to make the Morgan excitement, to the principal
many admissions which are favorable to libraries of the United States, on whose
the Order, The book was evidently written shelves they are probably now lying covfor a political purpose, and to advance the ered with dust; and, that the memory of his
interests of the anti- Masonic party.
It good deed might not altogether be lost, he
presents, therefore, nothing but partisan published a catalogue of these donations in
views, and those, too, almost entirely of a 1852, to which he has prefixed an attack on
local character, having reference only to Masonry.
the conduct of the Institution as exhibited
Anti-KIasonic Party. A party orin what is called "the Morgan affair." ganized in this country soon after the comMasonry, according to Mr. Stone, should mencement of the Morgan excitement, probe suppressed because a few of its mem- fessedly, to put down the Masonic Institubers are supposed to have violated the laws tion as subversive of good government, but
in a village of the State of New York. As really for the political aggrandizement of
well might the vices of the Christians of its leaders, who used the opposition to
Corinth have suggested to a contemporary Freemasonry merely as a stepping-stone to
The
of St. Paul the propriety of suppressing their own advancement to oflBce.
Christianity.
party held several conventions; endeavored,
The next anti- Masonic work of any sometimes successfully, but oftener unsucprominence published in this country is cessfully, to enlist prominent statesmen in
also in the epistolary style, and is entitled, its ranks, and finally, in 1831, nominated
"Letters on the Masonic Institution. By William Wirt and Amos EUmaker as its
John Quincy Adams." It is an octavo of candidates for the Presidency and the Vice281 pages, and was published at Boston in Presidency of the United States. Each of
1847. Mr. Adams, whose eminent public these gentlemen received but seven votes,
services have made his life a part of the being the whole electoral vote of Vermont,
history of his country, has very properly which was the only State that voted for
been described as " a man of strong points them. So signal a defeat was the deathand weak ones, of vast reading and wonder- blow of the party, and from the year 1833
ful memory, of great credulity and strong it quietly withdrew from public notice, and
prejudice." In the latter years of his life, now is happily no longer in existence.
he became notorious for his virulent oppo- William L. Stone, the historian of antiDeceived and ex- Masonry, has with commendable impartisition to Freemasonry.
cited by the misrepresentations of the anti- ality expressed his opinion of the character
Masons, he united himself with that party, of this party, when he says that " the fact
and threw all his vast energies and abilities is not to be disguised contradicted it canthat anti-Masonry had become
into the political contests then waging. not be
The result was this series of letters, abusive thoroughly political, and its spirit was vinof the Masonic Institution, which he di- dictive towards the Freemasons without
rected to leading politicians of the country, distinction as to guilt or innocence."
and which were published in the public [Letters, xxxviii., p. 418.) Notwithstandjournals from 1831 to 1833. These letters, ing the opposition that from time to time
which are utterly unworthy of the gepius, has been exhibited to Freemasonry in
learning, and eloquence of the author, dis- every country, America is the only one
play almost egregious ignorance of the where it assumed the form of a political

—

—
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he guarded the avenues of the

party. This, however, may very justly be
attributed to the peculiar nature of our

occasion,

popular institutions. With us, the ballotbox is considered the most potent engine
for the government of rulers as well as

commissary of police accompanied by a
band of soldiers.

people, and is, therefore, resorted to in
cases in which, in more despotic governments, the powers of the Church and State
Hence, the antiwould be exercised.
Masonic convention holden at Philadelphia, in 1830, did not hesitate to make
the following declaration as the cardinal
principle of the party. "The object of
anti-Masonry, in nominating and electing
candidates for the Presidency and VicePresidency, is to deprive Masonry of the
support which it derives from the power
and patronage of the executive branch of
the United States Government. To effect
this object, will require that candidates,
besides possessing the talents and virtues
requisite for such exalted stations, be
known as men decidedly opposed to secret

name of the sixtieth

.

societies."

boldly

This issue having been thus

made was accepted by the people

;

and as principles like these were fundamentally opposed to all the ideas of liberty,
personal and political, into which the
citizens of the country had been indoctrinated, the battle was made, and the antiMasonic party was not only defeated for
the time, but forever annihilated.

Anti-Masonry.
masonry.

Opposition to Free-

no country in which
Masonry has ever existed in which this
opposition has not from time to time exThere

is

hibited itself; although, in general, it has
been overcome by the purity and innocence
of the Institution. The earliest opposition
by a government, of which we have any
record, is that of 1425, in the third year
of the reign of Henry VI., of England,
when the Masons were forbidden to confederate in Chapters and Congregations.
This law was, however, never executed.
Since that period. Freemasonry has met
with no permanent opposition in England.

The Roman Catholic

religion has always
been anti-Masonic, and hence edicts have
always existed in the Roman Catholic
countries against the Order.
But the antiMasonry which has had a practical effect in
inducing the Church or the State to interfere with the Institution, and endeavor to
suppress it, will come more properly under
the head of Persecutions, to which the

reader

is

referred.

Antin,

Duke d'.

Elected perpetual

Grand Master of the Masons of France on
the 24th of June, 1738.
until 1743,

He

held the

office

when he died, and was succeeded

by the Count of Clermond. Clavel {Hist.
Pittoresq., p. 141,) relates an instance of the
fidelity and intrepidity with which, on one

Lodge from the

official

Antipodeans.

intrusion of

(Les Antipodiens.)

a

The

degree of the collection
of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.

Antiquity, liOdge of.

The

oldest

Lodge in England, and one of the four
which concurred in February, 1717, in the
meeting at the Apple-Tree tavern, London,
in the formation of the Grand Lodge of
England. At that time, the Lodge of Antiquity met at the Goose and Gridiron, in
This, with the
St. Paul's Church-yard.
other three Lodges, did not derive their
warrants from the Grand Lodge, but " acted
by immemorable Constitution."

Antiquity Manuscript.

This

cele-

brated MS. is now, and has long been, in
the possession of the Lodge of Antiquity,
It is stated in the subscription
at London.
to have been written, in 1686, by " Robert
Padgett, Clearke to the Worshipful Society
of the Freemasons of the city of London."
The whole manuscript was first published
by W. J. Hughan in his Old Charges of
Jiritish Freemasons, (p. 64,)
but a part
had been previously inserted by Preston
in his Illustrations, (b.

ii.,

sect, vi.)

And

here we have evidence of a criminal inaccuracy of the Masonic writers of the last
century, who never hesitated to alter or interpolate passages in old documents whenever it was required to confirm a pre-conceived theory. Thus, Preston had intimated
that there was before 1717 an Installation
ceremony for newly-elected Masters of
Lodges, (which is not true,) and inserts
what he calls, "the ancient Charges that
were used on this occasion," taken from
the MS. of the Lodge of Antiquity. To
confirm the statement, that they were used
for this purpose, he cites the conclusion of
the MS. in the following words: "These
be all the charges and covenants that
ought to be read at the instalment of Master,
or making of a Freemason or Freemasons." The words in italics are not to
be found in the original MS., but were inserted by Preston. Bro. E. Jackson Barron
had an exact transcript made of this MS.,

which he carefully collated, from which
copy it was published by Bro. Hughan.
Bro. Barron gives the following description
of the document:
" The MS. copy of the Charges of Freemasons is on a roll of parchment nine
feet long by eleven inches wide, the roll
being formed of four pieces of parchment
glued together and some few years ago it
was .partially mounted (but not very skilfully) on a backing of parchment for its
;

better preservation.
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" The Rolls are headed by an engraving
of the Royal Arms, after the fashion usual
the date of the
in deeds of the period
engraving in this case being fixed by the
initials at the top, I. 2, R.
" Under this engraving are emblazoned
in separate shields the Arms of the city of
London, which are too well known to require description, and the Arms of the
Masons of London, Sable on a chevron between three castles argent, a pair of compasses
of the first surrounded by appropriate mant-

they are known to have possessed, and in
which they were imitated by the mediteval

;

ling.

" The writing is a good specimen of the
ordinary law writing of the times, interspersed with words in text.
There is a
margin of about an inch on the left side,
which is marked by a continuous double
red ink line throughout, and there are similar double lines down both edges of the
parchment. The letter
is used throughout the MS. for V, with but two or three
exceptions."

W

Antiquity

of

Freemasonry.

Years ago, in writing an article on this
subject under the impressions made upon
me by the fascinating theories of Dr. Oliver, though I never completely accepted
his views, I was led to place the organization of Freemasonry, as it now exists, at

the building of Solomon's Temple. Many
years of subsequent research have led me
greatly to modify the views I had previously held. Although I do not rank myself among those modern iconoclasts who
refuse credence to every document whose
authenticity, if admitted, would give to
the Order a birth anterior to the beginning
of the last century, I confess that 1 cannot
find any incontrovertible evidence that
would trace Masonry, as now organized,

beyond the Building Corporations of the
Middle Ages. In this point of view I speak
of it only as an architectural brotherhood,
distinguished by signs, by words, and by
brotherly ties which have not been essentially changed, and by symbols and legends
which have only been developed and. extended, while the association has undergone
a transformation from an operative art to
a speculative science.
But then these Building Corporations did
not spring up in all their peculiar organization
different, as it was, from that of
other guilds
like Autochthones, from the

—

—

They, too, must have had an origin
and an archetype, from which they de-

soil.

rived their peculiar character. And I am
induced, for that purpose, to look to the

Roman Colleges of Artificers, which were
spread over Europe by the invading forces
of the empire. But these have been traced
to Numa, who gave to them that mixed
practical and religious character which

IT

architects.

We must, therefore, look

at Freemasonry
distinct points of view
First, as it
is
a society of Speculative Architects engaged in the construction of spiritual temples, and in this respect a development
in

two

:

—

from the Operative Architects of the tenth
and succeeding centuries, who were themselves ofishoots from the Travelling Freemasons of Como, who traced their origin
to the Roman Colleges of Builders.
In
this direction, I think, the line of descent
is plain, without any demand upon our

credulity for assent to its credibility.

But Freemasonry must be looked at also
from another stand-point. Not only does
it present the appearance of a speculative
science, based on an operative art, but it
also very significantly exhibits itself as the
symbolic expression of a religious idea. In
other and plainer words, we see in it the
important lesson of eternal life, taught by
a legend which, whether true or false, is
used in Masoary as a symbol and an allegory.

But whence came this legend? Was it
invented in 1717 at the revival of Freemasonry in England ?
have evidence
of the strongest circumstantial character,
derived from the Sloane Manuscript No.
3,329, recently exhumed from the shelves of
the British Museum, that this very legend
was known to the Masons of the seventeenth century at least.
Then, did the Operative Masons of the
Middle Ages have a legend also ? The evidence is that they did. The Compagnons
de la Tour, who were the offshoots of the
old Masters' Guilds, had a legend.
know what the legend was, and we know
that its character was similar to, although
not in all the details precisely the same as,
the Masonic legend. It was, however, connected with the Temple of Solomon.
Again Did the builders of the Middle
Ages invent their legend, or did they obThe
tain it from sbme old tradition?
question is interesting, but its solution
either way would scarcely affect the anIt is not the form
tiquity of Freemasonry.
of the legend, but its spirit and symbolic
design, with which we have to do.
This legend of the third degree as we
now have it, and as we have had it for a
certain period of two hundred and fifty
years, is intended, by a symbolic representation, to teach the resurrection from death,
and the divine dogma of eternal life. All

We

We

:

Masons know its

character,

and it

is

neither

expedient nor necessary to dilate upon it.
But can we find such a legend elsewhere?
Certainly we can. Not indeed the same

;
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legend not the same personage as ita hero
not the same details but a legend with the
same spirit and design a legend funereal
in character, celebrating death and resurrection, solemnized in lamentation and
terminating in joy. Thus, in the Egyptian
Mysteries of Osiris, the image of a dead
man was borne in an argha, ark or coffin,
by a procession of initiates; and this inclosure in the coflBn or interment of the body
was called the aphanism, or disappearance,
and the lamentation for him formed the
On the third
first part of the Mysteries.
day after the interment, the priests and
initiates carried the coffin, in which was
also a golden vessel, down to the river
Nile.
Into the vessel they poured water
from the river; and then with the cry of
'EvpT/Ka/iev
ayaXXafieda, " We have found
him, let us rejoice," they declared that
the dead Osiris, who had descended into
Hades, had returned from thence, and was
restored again to life and the rejoicings
which ensued constituted the second part
of the Mysteries. The analogy between
this and the legend of Freemasonry must
be at once apparent. Now, just such a
legend, everywhere differing in particulars,
but everywhere coinciding in general character, is to be found in all the old religions
in sun worship, in tree worship, in animal
worship. It was often perverted, it is true,
from the original design. Sometimes it was
applied to the death of winter and the birth
of spring, sometimes to the setting and the
subsequent rising of the sun, but always
indicating a loss and a recovery.
Especially do we find this legend, and in
a purer form, in the Ancient Mysteries.
At Samothrace, at Eleusis, at Byblos
in
all places where these ancient religions and
mystical rites were celebrated
we find the
same teachings of eternal life inculcated by
the representation of an imaginary death

This is a point still open for discussion. On it I express no fixed ojjinion.
The historical materials upon which to
base an opinion are as yet too scanty. But
I am inclined, I confess, to view the Temple
of Jerusalem and the Masonic traditions
connected with it as a part of the great
allegory of Masonry.
But in the other aspect in which Freemasonry presents itself to our view, and to
which I have already adverted, the question of its antiquity is more easily settled.
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;

;
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—

and apotheosis.

And

it is

this legend,

and

this legend alone, that connects Speculative

Freemasonry with the Ancient Mysteries
of Greece, of Syria, and of Egypt.
The theory, then, that I advance on the
subject of the antiquity of Freemasonry is
this: I maintain that, in its present peculiar organization, it is the successor, with

certainty, of the Building Corporations of
the Middle Ages, and through them, with
less certainty but with great probability, of
the Roman Colleges of Artificers. Its connection with the Temple of Solomon, as
its birthplace, may have been accidental,
a mere arbitrary selection by ita inventors,
and bears, therefore, only an alle-

—

—

gorical meaning; or it may be historical,
and to be explained by the frequent communications that at one time took place
between the Jews and the Greeks and the

Romans.

As a brotherhood, composed of symbolic
Masters and Fellows and Apprentices, derived from an association of Operative
Masters, Fellows, and Apprentices,
those
building spiritual temples as these built
its age may not exceed
material ones,
but as a secret
five or six hundred years
association, containing within itself the
symbolic expression of a religious idea,
it connects itself with all the Ancient
Mysteries, which, with similar secrecy,
gave the same symbolic expression to the
same religious idea. These Mysteries were
not the cradles of Freemasonry : they were
only its analogues. But I have no doubt
that all the Mysteries had one common
source, perhaps, as it has been suggested,
some ancient body of priests and 1 have
no more doubt that Freemasonry has derived its legend, its symbolic mode of instruction, and the lesson for which that

—

—

;

;

instruction was intended, either directly or
indirectly from the same source. In this
view the Mysteries become interesting to
the Mason as a study, and in this view
only. And so, when I speak of the antiquity of Masonry, I must say, if I would
respect the axioms of historical science,
that its body came out of the Middle Ages,
but that its spirit is to be traced to a far
remoter period.

Anton, Dr. Carl Gottlob Ton. A
German Masonic writer of considerable reputation, who died at Gorlitz on the 17th of
November, 1818. He is the author of two
historical works on Templarism, both of
which are much esteemed. 1. Vermehseiner
Oeachiohte des Tempe/herren ordens,

i.e. HisEssays on the Order of Knights
Templars. Leipzig, 1779. And, 2. Untersuchung ilber das Oeheimnis und die Gebrauche der Tempelherren, i. e. An Inquiry
into the Mystery and Usages of the Knights
Templers. Dessau, 1728. He also published at Gorlitz, in 1805, and again in
1819, A brief essay on the Culdees, Veber

torical

die Ouldeer.

Anton Hieronymns. In the examination of a German " steinmetz," or
STONEMASON this is said to have been the
name of the

first Mason.
It is unquestionably a corruption of Adon Hiram.

;

APE
Ape and

liion,

APOCALYPSE

Knigbt of tbe.

See Knight of the Ape and Lion.
Apbanism. In the Ancient Mysteries,
there was always a legend of the death or
disappearance of some hero god, and the
subsequent discovery of the body and its

The concealment of this body
by those who had slain it, was called the
aphanism, from the Greek, a^axjfu, to conceal. As these Mysteries may be considered
as a type of Masonry, as some suppose, and
as, according to others, both the Mysteries
and Masonry are derived from one common
and ancient type, the aphanism, or concealing of the body, is of course to be found in
the third degree. Indeed, the purest kind
of Masonic aphanism is the loss or concealment of the WORD. See Mysteries, and

resurrection.

ternity
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— a mystical association of specula-

among the Jews, whose
organization very closely resembled that of
the Freemasons, and who are even supposed
by some to have derived their tenets and
their discipline from the builders of the
Temple. As Oliver observes, their institution " may be termed Freemasonry, retaintive philosophers

ing the same form but practised under
another name." Now there is little doubt
that St. John was an Essene. Calmet positively asserts it ; and the writings and life
of St. John seem to furnish sufficient internal evidence that he was originally of
that brotherhood.
But it seems to me that St. John was
more particularly selected as a patron of
Freemasonry in consequence of the mysterious and emblematic nature of the ApocApocalypse, Masonry of the. alypse, which evidently assimilated the
The adoption of St. John the Evangelist mode of teaching adopted by the Evangelist to that practised by the Fraternity.
If
as one of the patrons of our Lodges, has
given rise, among the writers on Free- any one who has investigated the ceremonies
masonry, to a variety of theories as to the performed in the Ancient Mysteries, the
original cause of his being thus connected Spurious Freemasonry as it has been called
with the Institution.
Several traditions of the Pagans, will compare them with the
have been handed down frpm remote mystical machinery used in the Book of
periods, which claim him as a brother, Revelations, he will find himself irresistiamong which the Masonic student will be bly led to the conclusion that St. John the
familiar with that which represents him as Evangelist was intimately acquainted with
having assumed the government of the the whole process of initiation into these
Craft, as Grand Master, after the demise of
mystic associations, and that he has selected
John the Baptist. I confess that I am not its imagery for the ground-work of his prowilling to place implicit confidence in the phetic book. Mr. Faber, in his Origin of
correctness of this legend, and I candidly Pagan Idolatry, (vol. ii., b. vi., ch. 6,) has,
subscribe to the prudence of Dalcho's re- with great ability and clearness, shown
mark, that "it is unwise to assert more that St. John in the Apocalypse applies
than we can prove, and to argue against the ritual of the ancient initiations to a
probability." There must have been, how- spiritual and prophetic purpose.
"The whole machinery of the Apocaever, in some way, a connection more or
less direct between the Evangelist and the
lypse," says Mr. Faber, " from beginning to
institution of Freemasonry, or he would end, seems to me very plainly to have been
not from the earliest times have been so borrowed from the machinery of the Anuniversally claimed as one of its patrons. cient Mysteries and this, if we consider
If it was simply a Christian feeling
a re- the nature of the subject, was done with
ligious veneration
which gave rise to this the very strictest attention to poetical degeneral homage, I see no reason why St. corum.
" St. John himself is made to personate
Matthew, St. Mark, or St. Luke might not
and, acas readily and appropriately have been an aspirant about to be initiated
selected as one of the "lines parallel." cordingly, the images presented to his
But the fact is that there is something, both mind's eye closely resemble the pageants
in the life and in the writings of St. John of the Mysteries both in nature and in order
the Evangelist, which closely connects him of succession.
" The prophet first beholds a door opened
with our mystic Institution.
He may
not have been a Freemason in the sense in the magnificent temple of heaven and
in which we now use the term
but it into this he is invited to enter by the voice
Here he
will be sufficient, if it can be shown that of one who plays the hierophant.
he was familiar with other mystical in- witnesses the unsealing of a sacred book,
stitutions, which are themselves generally and forthwith he is appalled by a troop of
admitted to have been more or less inti- ghastly apparitions, which flit in horrid sucmately connected with Freemasonry by cession before his eyes. Among these are
deriving their existence from a common preeminently conspicuous a vast serpent,
origin.
the well-known symbol of the great father
Such a society was the Essenian Fra- and two portentous mid beasts, which

—

—

;

;

;

;

;

;
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up out of the sea and out didly-illuminated region, expressly adorned
Such hideous figures cor- with the characteristics of that Paradise
respond with the canine phantoms of the which was the ultimate scope of the ancient

severally come
of the earth.

which seem to rise out of the
ground, and with the polymorphic images
of the hero god who was universally deemed
the ofispring of the sea.
" Passing these terrific monsters in safety,
the prophet, constantly attended by his
angel hierophant, who acts the part of an
interpreter, is conducted into the presence
of a female, who is described as closely resembling the great mother of pagan theology. Like Isis emerging from the sea and
exhibiting herself to the aspirant Apuleius,
this female divinity, upborne upon the
marine wild beast, appears to float upon
the surface of many waters. She is said to
be an open and systematical harlot, just as
the great mother was the declared female
principle of fecundity; and as she was
always propitiated by literal fornication
reduced to a religious system, and as the
initiated were made to drink a prepared
liquor out of a sacred goblet, so this harlot
is represented as intoxicating the kings of
the earth with the golden cap of her prostitution.
On her forehead the very name
of Mystery is inscribed; and the label
teaches us that, in point of character, she
is the great universal mother of idolatry.
" The nature of this mystery the officiating
hierophant undertakes to explain and an
important prophecy is most curiously and
artfully veiled under the very language and
imagery of the Orgies. To the sea-born
freat father was ascribed a threefold state
Orgies,

;

—

and he revived ; and these
changes of condition were duly exhibited
e lived,

he died,

To the sea-born wild
in the Mysteries.
beast is similarly ascribed a threefold
he lives, he dies, he revives.
While
state
dead, he lies floating on the mighty ocean,
just like Horus or Osiris, or Siva or Vishnou. When he revives again, like those

—

kindred deities, he emerges from the waves
and, whether dead or alive, he bears seven
heads and ten horns, corresponding in number with the seven ark-preserved Rishis and
the ten aboriginal patriarchs. Nor is this
all
as the worshippers of the great father
bore his special mark or stigma, and were
distinguished by his name, so the worshippers of the maritime beast equally bear his
mark and are equally decorated by his ap:

pellation.
" At length, however, the first or doleful
part of these sacred Mysteries draws to a
close, and the last or joyful part is rapidly

approaching. After the prophet has beheld
the enemies of God plunged into a dreadful lake or inundation of liquid fire, which
corresponds with the infernal lake or deluge
of the Orgies, he is introduced into a splen-

while without tne holy gate of
admission are the whole multitude of the
aspirants

;

profane, dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremonand murderers, and idolaters, and who-

gers,

and maheth a lie."
Such was the imagery of the Apocalypse.
In close resemblance to the machinery of
the Mysteries, and the intimate connection
between their system and that of Freema-

soever loveth

sonry, very naturally induced our ancient

brethren to claim the patronage of an
apostle so preeminently mystical in his

and whose last and crowning
work bore so much of the appearance, in
in an outward form, of a ritual of initiawritings,

tion.

Apocalypse, Order of the. An
Order instituted about the end of the seventeenth century, by one Gabrino, who
called himself the Prince of the Septenary
Number and Monarch of the Holy TrinHe enrolled a great number of artiity.
zans in his ranks. According to Thory,
some of the provincial Lodges of France
made a degree out of Gabrino's system.
The jewel of the Order was a naked sword
and a blazing star. Reghellini (iii. 72)
thinks that this Order was the precursor
of the degrees afterwards introduced by the

Masons who practised the Templar system.
Apocalyptic Degrees. Those degrees which are founded on the Revelation of
St. John, or whose symbols and machinery
of initiation are derived from that work,

Of this
are called Apocalyptic degrees.
nature are several of the high degrees
such, for instance, as the 17th, or Knight
of the East and West of the Scottish Rite.

Aporrlieta. Greek, anojiprira. The holy
things in the Ancient Mysteries which were
known only to the initiates, and were not to
be disclosed to the profane, were called the
aporrheta. What are the aporrheta of Freemasonry? what are the arcana of which
there can be no disclosure? is a question
that for some years past has given rise to
much discussion among the disciples of the
Institution.
If the sphere and number of
these aporrheta be very considerably extended, it is evident that much valuable investigation by public discussion of the science of Masonry will be prohibited. On
the other hand, if the aporrheta are restricted to only a few points, much of the
beauty, the permanency, and the efficacy of
Freemasonry which are dependent on its
organization as a secret and mystical association will

be

lost.

We

move between

Scylla and Charybdis, and it is difficult for
a Masonic writer to know how to steer so as,
in avoiding too frank an exposition of the

;
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principles of the Order, not to fall by too
much reticence into obscurity. The European Masons are far more liberal in their
views of the obligation of secrecy than the

2. Appeals from the Decisions of the
Lodge. Appeals may be made to the Grand
Lodge from the decisions of a Lodge, on
any subject except the admission of
members, or the election of candidates but
these appeals are more frequently made in
reference to conviction and punishment

English or the American. There are few
things, indeed, which a French or German
Masonic writer will refuse to discuss with
the utmost frankness. It is now beginning
to be very generally admitted, and English
and American writers are acting on the admission, that the only real aporrheta of
Freemasonry are the modes of recognition,
and the peculiar and distinctive ceremonies
of the Order and to these last it is claimed
that reference may be publicly made for the
purpose of scientific investigation, provided
that the reference be so made as to be obscure to the profane, and intelligible only

;

after trial.

When a Mason, in consequence of charges
preferred against him, has been tried, conand sentenced by his Lodge, he has
an inalienable right to appeal to the Grand
Lodge from such conviction and sentence.
His appeal may be either general or
specific.
That is, he may appeal on the
ground, generally, that the whole of the
proceedings have been irregular or illegal,
or he may appeal specifically against some
victed,

;

to the initiated.

Appeal, Riglit

The right of
of.
appeal is an inherent right belonging to
every Mason, and the Grand Lodge is the
appellate body to whom the appeal is to be
made.
Appeals are of two kinds : 1st, from the
decision of the Master; 2dly, from the deEach of these will
cision of the Lodge.
require a distinct consideration.
1. Appeals from the Decision of the Master. It is now a settled doctrine in Masonic
law that there can be no appeal from the
decision of a Master of a Lodge to the
Lodge itself. But an appeal always lies
from such decision to the Grand Lodge,
which is bound to entertain the appeal and
to inquire into the correctness of the decision.
Some writers have endeavored to
restrain the despotic authority of the Master to decisions in

matters strictly relating

work of the Lodge, while they contend that on all questions of business an
appeal may be taken from his decision to
the Lodge. But it would be unsafe,, and
often impracticable, to draw this distinction, and accordingly the highest Masonic
authorities have rejected the theory, and
denied the power in a Lodge to entertain
an appeal from any decision of the preto the

siding officer.

The wisdom of this law must be apparent to any one who examines the nature
of the organization of the Masonic institu-
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particular portion of the trial; or lastly,
admitting the correctness of the verdict,
and acknowledging the truth of the charges,
he may appeal from the sentence, as being
too severe or disproportionate to the offence.
Appendant Orders. In the Templar system of the United States, the degrees of Knight of the Eed Cross, and
Knight of Malta, are called Appendant Orders because they are conferred as appendages to that of Knight Templar, which ia
the principal degree of the Oommandery.
Apple-Tree TaTern. The place
where the four Lodges of London met in
1717, and organized the Grand Lodge of
England. It was situatedin Charles Street,
Covent Garden.

Apprentl. French for Apprentice.
Apprentice. See Apprentice, Entered.
Apprentice Architect. {Apprenti
Architecte.)

A

degree in the collection of

Fustier.

Apprentice Architect, Perfect.
(Apprenti Architecte Parfait.)
the collection of Le Page.

A degree in

Apprentice Architect,
sian. [Apprenti

Prus-

Architecte Prussien.)
degree in the collection of Le Page.

A

Apprentice Cohen.

(AppreniiCoSn.)
degree in the collection of the Archives
of the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic

A

Eite.

Apprentice, Egyptian. (Apprenti,
Egyptien. ) The first degree of the Egyptian
Eite of Cagliostro.

The Master is responsible to the
Grand Lodge for the good conduct of his
Apprentice, Entered. The first
Lodge. To him and to him alone the su- degree of Freemasonry, in all the Eites, is
preme Masonic authority looks for the pre- that of Entered Apprentice. In French, it
servation of order, and the observance of is called apprenti; in Spanish, aprendiz
the Constitutions and the Landmarks of in Italian, apprendente; and in German,
the Order in the body over which he pre- lehrling : in all of which the radical meansides. It is manifest, then, that it would be
ing of the word is a learner. Like the
highly unjust to throw around a presiding lesser Mysteries of the ancient initiations,
officer so heavy a responsibility, if it were it is in Masonry a preliminary degree, inin the power of the Lodge to overrule hia tended to prepare the candidate for the
decisions or to control his authority.
higher and fuller instructions of the sue
L
6

tion.

;
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ceeding degrees. It is therefore, although not represent their Lodge in the Quarterlysupplying no valuable historical informa- Communications of the Grand Lodge,
a
tion, replete, in its lecture, with instruc- duty which could only be discharged by a
yet they were always
tions on the internal structure of the Order. Master or Fellow,
Until late in the seventeenth century. Ap- permitted to be present at the grand feast,
prentices do not seem to have been con- and no General Regulation could be altered
sidered as forming any part of the confra- or repealed without their consent ; and, of
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons for course, in all the business of their particular
although they are incidentally mentioned Lodges, they took the most prominent part,
in the Old Constitutions of the fifteenth, for there were but few Masters or Fellows
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, these in a Lodge, in consequence of the difficulty
records refer only to Masters and Fellows and inconvenience of obtaining the degree,
as constituting the Craft, and this distinc- which could only be done at a Quarterly
tion seems to have been one rather of posi- Communication of the Grand Lodge.
The Sloane ManuBut as soon as the subordinate Lodges
tion than of degree.
script, No. 3,329, which Findel supposes to
were invested with the power of conferring
have been written at the end of the seven- all the degrees, the Masters began rapidly
teenth century, describes a just and perfect to increase in numbers and in corresponding
Lodge as consisting of " two Interprentices, influence. And now, the bulk of the Fratwo S'^ellow Crafts, and two Masters," which ternity consisting of Master Masons, the
shows that by that time the Apprentices legislation of the Order is done exclusively
had been elevated to a recognized rank in by them, and the Entered Apprentices and
the Fraternity. In the Manuscript signed Fellow Crafts have sunk into comparative
" Mark Kypling," which Hughan entitles obscurity, their degrees being considered
" Manuscript Constitutions, No. 4," the
only as preparatory to the greater initiation
date of which is 1693, there is a still further of the Master's degree.
"
recognition in what is there called
the
Apprentice, Hermetic. {Apprenti
Apprentice Charge," one item of which is, Hermitique.) The thirteenth degree of the
that " he shall keepe councell in all things collection of the Metropolitan Chapter of
spoken in Lodge or chamber by any Masons, France.
Fellows, or Freemasons." This indicates
Apprentice, Kabbalistic. (Apthat they were admitted to a closer com- prenti Cabalistique.)
degree in the collecmunion with the members of the Craft. tion of the Archives of the Mother Lodge
But notwithstanding these recognitions, all of the Philosophic Rite.
the manuscripts up to 1704 show that only
Apprentice Mason. {Apprenti Ma"Masters and Fellows" were summoned to fo«.) The Entered Apprentice of French
the assembly. During all this time, when Masonry.

—

—

;

A

Masonry was

in fact an operative art, there
was but one degree in the modern sense of

Apprentice llasoness.

{Apprenti^

Magonne.) The first degree of the French
Rite of Adoption. The word Masoness is a
neologism but it is in accordance with the
genius of our language; and I know not
how else to translate into English the
French word Ma(;onne, which means a
woman who has received the degrees of the
Rite of Adoption, unless by the use of the

the word. Early in the eighteenth century,
if not earlier. Apprentices must have been
admitted to the possession of this degree
for after what is called the revival of 1717,
Entered Apprentices constituted the bulk
of the Craft, and they only were initiated
in the Lodges, the degrees of Fellow Craft
and Master Mason being conferred by the awkward phrase. Female Mason. To exGrand Lodge. This is not left to conjecture. press this idea, we might introduce as a
The thirteenth of the General Regulations, technicality the word Masonem.
approved in 1721, says that " Apprentices
Apprentice Masoness, Egypmust be admitted Masters and Fellow tian. (Apprentie Magonne ^gyptimne.)
Crafts only in the Grand Lodge, unless by The first degree of Cagliosh's Egyptian
a dispensation." But this having been Rite of Adoption.
found very inconvenient, on the 22d NoApprentice, Mystic. (Apprenti
vember, 1725, the Grand Lodge repealed Mystique. )
degree in the collection of M.
the article, and decreed that the Master of Pyron.
a Lodge, with his Wardens and a compeApprentice of Paracelsus. (Aptent number of the Lodge assembled in due prenti de Paracelae.
degree in the collecform, can make Masters and Fellows at tion of M. Peuvret. There existed
a series
discretion.
of these Paracelsian degrees
Apprentice,
The mass of the Fraternity being at that Fellow Craft, and Master. They were all
time composed of Apprentices, they exer- most probably forms of Hermetic
Masonry.
cised a great deal of influence in the legisApprentice of the Eeyptian Selation of the Order for although they could crets. (Apprenti
des secrets Egyptiena.) The
;

A

)

A

—

;
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degree of the Order of African Archi-

first

Philosopher,

Apprentice
the

Number

par

Nombre

by

a mystic symbol, was common to
the nations of the earth from the earliest

ture, as
all

tects.
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periods.

Among the Israelites the girdle formed
a part of the investiture of the priesthood.
In the mysteries of Mithras, in Persia, the
of M. Peuvret.
Apprentice Philosopher, Her- candidate was invested with a white apron.
metic. (Apprenti Philosophe Hermetique.) In the initiations practised in Hindostan,
A degree in the collection of M. Peuvret. the ceremony of investiture was preserved,
Apprentice Philosopher to the but a sash, called the sacred zennar, was
(Apprenti Fhilosophe au substituted for the apron. The Jewish sect
9.
degree in the collection of of the Essenes clothed their novices with
Nombre 9.)
a white robe.
The celebrated traveller
M. Peuvret.
Apprentice Pillar. See Prentice Ksempfer informs us that the Japanese,
le

Number

3.)

(Apprerdi Fhilosophe
degree in the collection

3.

A

A

who

Pillar.

Apprentice, Scottish.

(Apprenti
This degree, and that of TriniEcossais.)
tarian Scottish Apprentice, (Apprenti Ecossais Trinilaire,) are contained in the collection of Pyron.

Apprentice Theosophist.
prenti Theosophe.)

The

first

(Apdegree of the

Rite of Swedenborg.

Apron.

no one of the symbols of Speculative Masonry more important in its teachings, or more interesting in
There

is

history, than the lambskin, or white
leather apron.
Commencing its lessons at
an early period in the Mason's progress, it
is impressed upon his memory as the first
gift which he receives, the first symbol
which is explained to him, and the first
tangible evidence which he possesses of his
admission into the Fraternity. Whatever
may be his future advancement in the
" royal art," into whatsoever deeper arcana
his devotion to the mystic Institution or
his thirst for knowledge may subsequently
lead him, with the lambskin apron
his
first investiture
he never parts. Changing, perhaps, its form and its decorations,
and conveying, at each step, some new but
still beautiful allusion, its substance is still
there, and it continues to claim the honored
title by which it was first made known to
him, on the night of his initiation, as " the

its

—

—

badge of a Mason."
If in less important portions of our ritual

abundant allusions to the manners
and customs of the ancient world, it is not
to be supposed that the Masonic rite of investiture
the ceremony of clothing the
newly-initiated candidate with this distinctive badge of his profession
is without its archetype in the times and practices
long passed away. It would, indeed, be
there are

—

—

strange, while all else in Masonry is covered with the veil of antiquity, that the
apron alone, its most significant symbol,
should be indebted tor its existence to the

invention of a modern mind.
On the contrary, we shall find the most
satisfactory evidence that the use of the
apron, or some equivalent mode of investi-

practise certain rites of initiation, invest their candidates with a white apron,
bound round the loins with a zone or girdle.
In the Scandinavian rites, the military genius of the people caused them to
substitute a white shield, but its presentation was accompanied by an emblematic
instruction not unlike that which is con-

nected with the Mason's apron.
"The apron," says Dr. Oliver, ((SI andS.,
Lect. X., p. 196,) " appears to have been in
ancient times an honorary badge of distinction.
In the Jewish economy none but the
superior orders of the priesthood were permitted to adorn themselves with ornamented girdles, which were made of blue,
purple, and crimson, decorated with gold,
upon a ground of fine white linen, while
the inferior priests wore only plain white;
The Indian, the Persian, the Jewish, the
Ethiopian, and the Egyptian aprons, though
equally superb, all bore a character distinct from each other.
Some were plain
white ones, others striped with blue, pursome were of wrought
ple, and crimson
gold, others adorned and decorated with
In a word,
superb tassels and fringes.
though the principal honor of the apron
may consist in innocence of conduct and
purity of heart, yet it certainly appears
through all ages to have been a most -exIn primitive
alted badge of distinction.
times it was rather an ecclesiastical than a
civil decoration; although in some cases
the apron was elevated to great superiority
The royal standard
as a national trophy.
of Persia was originally an apron in fcirm
and dimensions. At this diiy it is connected
with ecclesiastical honors; for the chief
dignitaries of the Christian church, wherever a legitimate establishment, with the
necessary degrees of rank and subordination is formed, are invested with aprons as
a peculiar badge of distinction, which is a
collateral proof of the fact that Masonry
was originally incorporated with the various
systems of divine worship used by every
people in the ancient world. Masonry retains the symbol or shadow it cannot have
renounced the reality or substance."
;

;

;

;
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In the Masonic apron two things are
due preservation of its symits color and its material.
The color of a Mason's
1. As to its cohr.
apron should be pure unspotted white.
This color has, in all ages and countries,
been esteemed an emblem of innocence
and purity. It was with this reference that
a portion of the vestments of the Jewish
priesthood was directed to be white. In
the Ancient Mysteries the candidate was
always clothed in white. " The priests of
the Romans," says Festus, " were accustomed to wear white garments when they
sacrificed."
In the Scandinavian rites it
has been seen that the shield presented to
The Druids
the candidate was white.
changed the color of the garment presented to their initiates with each degree
white, however, was the color appropriated

ing of blue ribbon in the symbolic degrees, to denote the universal friendship
which constitutes the bond of the society,
and of which virtue blue is the Masonic
emblem. But this undoubtedly is an innovation, for the ancient apron was without
any edging or ornament. In the Royal
Arch degree the lambskin is, of course, continued to be used, but, according to the
same modern custom, there is an edging of
red, to denote the zeal and fervency which
should distinguish the possessors of that
degree. All extraneous ornaments and devices are in bad taste, and detract from the
symbolic character of the investiture. But
the silk or satin aprons, bespangled and
painted and embroidered, which have been
gradually creeping into our Lodges, have no
sort of connection with Ancient Craft Masonry.
They are an innovation of our
French brethren, who are never pleased
with simplicity, and have, by their love of
tinsel in their various newly-invented ceremonies, effaced many of the most beautiful
and impressive symbols of our Institution.
A Mason who understands and appreciates
the true symbolic meaning of his apron,
would no more tolerate a painted or embroidered satin one than an artist would a
gilded statue.
By him, the lambskin, and
the lambskin alone, would be considered
as the badge " more ancient than the Golden
Fleece, or Roman Eagle, and more honorable than the Star and Garter."
The Grand Lodge of England is precise
in its regulations for the decorations of the
apron, which are thus laid down in its

84

essential to the
bolic character

—

And
to the last, or degree of perfection.
it was, according to their ritual, intended
to teach the aspirant that none were admitted to that honor but such as were
cleansed from all impurities both of body
and mind. In the early ages of the Christian church a white garment was always
placed upon the catechumen who had been
newly baptized, to denote that he had been
cleansed from his former sins, and was

thenceforth to lead a life of purity. Hence
it was presented to him with this solemn
charge " Keceive the white and undefiled
garment, and produce it unspotted before
the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you may obtain eternal life." From all
these instances we learn that white apparel
was anciently used as an emblem of purity,
and for this reason the color has been preserved in the apron of the Freemason.
:

2.

As

to its material.

A

must be made of lambskin.

Mason's apron

No

other sub-

stance, such as linen, silk, or satin, could be
substituted without entirely destroying the

emblematic character of the apron, for the
material of the Mason's apron constitutes
one of the most important symbols of his
profession. The lamb has always been considered as an appropriate emblem of innocence. And hence we are taught, in the
of the first degree, that, "by the
lambskin, the Mason is reminded of that
purity of life and rectitude of conduct
which is so essentially necessary to his gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the
Universe forever presides."
The true apron of a Mason must then be
of unspotted lambskin, from 14 to 16 inches
wide, from 12 to 14 deep, with a fall about
3 or 4 inches deep, square at the bottom, and
without device or ornament of any kind.
The usage of the Craft in this country has,
for a few years past, allowed a narrow edgritual

Constitution.
" Entered Apprentices.
plain white
lambskin, from fourteen to sixteen inches
wide, twelve to fourteen inches deep, square

—A

at bottom,
strings.

and without ornament; white

—

" Fellow Craft.
A plain white lambskin,
similar to that of the Entered Apprentices,
with the addition only of two sky-blue
rosettes at the bottom.
" Master Masons.
The same, with sky-

—

blue lining and edging, one and a half inch
deep, and an additional rosette on the fall
or flap, and silver tassels. No other color
or ornament shall be allowed, except to
ofScers and past officers of Lodges who
may have the emblems of their offices in
silver or white in the centre of the apron
and except as to the members of the Prince
of Wales' Lodge, No. 324, who are allowed
to wear a narrow internal border of garterblue in their aprons.
" Grand Stewards, present and past.
Aprons of the same dimensions lined with
crimson, edging of the same color three
and a half inches, and silver tassels. Provincial Grand Stewards, while in office, the

—

—

;
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same, except that the edging is only two
inches wide. The collars of the Grand
Steward's Lodge to be crimson ribbon, four
inches broad.
" Grand Officers of the United
Grand
Lodge, present and past.— Aprons of the
same dimensions, lined with garter-blue,
edging three and a half inches, ornamented
with gold, and blue strings; and they may
have the emblems' of their offices, in gold
or blue, in the centre.
"Provincial Grand Officers, present and
past.
Aprons of the same dimensions,
lined with garter-blue, and ornamented
with gold and with blue strings they must
have the emblems of their offices in gold or
blue in the centre within a double circle, in
the margin of which must be inserted the
name of the province. The garter-blue
edging to the aprons must not exceed two
inches in width.
" The apron of the Deputy Grand Master
to have the emblem of his office in gold
embroidery in the centre, and the pomegranate and lotus alternately embroidered
in gold on the edging.
The apron of the Grand Master is ornamented with the blazing sun embroidered
in gold in the centre; on the edging the
pomegranate and lotus with the seven-eared
wheat at each corner, and also on the fall
all in gold embroidery
the fringe of gold

—

:

;

bullion.

" The apron of the pro

Grand Master the

same.
"

The Masters and Past Masters of Lodges

and in the places of the
on the Master Mason's apron,
perpendicular lines upon horizontal lines,
thereby forming three several sets of two

to wear, in lieu

three rosettes

right angles

;

the length of the horizontal

two inches and a half each, and
of the perpendicular lines one inch these
emblems to be of ribbon, half an inch
broad, and of the same color as the lining
and edging of the apron. If Grand Officers,
lines to be

;

similar

emblems of garter-blue

or gold."

in this country, although there is evidence in some old aprons, still existing,
that rosettes were formerly worn, there are

now no distinctive decorations for the
aprons of the different symbolic degrees.
The only mark of distinction is in the
mode of wearing and this differs in the
different jurisdictions, some wearing the
Master's apron turned up at the corner, and
;

others the Fellow Craft's.
The authority
of Cross, in his plate of the Royal Master's
degree in the older editions of his Hieroglyphic Chart, conclusively shows that he

taught the former method although the
now the more common usage.
As we advance to the higher degrees, we
find the apron varying in its decorations
;

latter is

and in the color of

its
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border, which are,

however, always symbolical of some idea
taught in the degree.
Araunah. See Oman,
Arbitration. In the Old Charges,

Masons are

advised, in all cases of dispute
or controversy, to submit to the arbitration
of the Masters and Fellows, rather than to
go to law.
Arcana. Latin. Secret things, or
mysteries which it is forbidden to reveal.

See

Secrets.

Arcanl Discipllna. The mode

of

initiation

into the primitive Christian
church. See Discipline of the Secret.
Arch, Antiquity of tlie. Writers
on architecture have, until within a few
years, been accustomed to suppose that the

invention of the arch and keystone was
not anterior to the era of Augustus. But
the researches of modern antiquaries have
traced the existence of the arch as far
back as 460 years before the building of
King Solomon's Temple, and thus rescued
Masonic traditions from the charge of anachronism. See Keystone.
Arcb, Catenarian. See Catenarian
Arch,
Arch of Enoch. The 13th degree
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite
is sometimes so called.
See Knight of the
Ninth Arch,
Arch of HeaTcn. Job, xxvi. 11,
compares heaven to an arch supported by
pillars.
"The pillars of heaven tremble
and are astonished at his reproof." Dr.
Cutbush, on this passage, remarks, "The
arch in this instance is allegorical, not only
of the arch of heaven, but of the higher
degree of Masonry, commonly called the
Holy Royal Arch. The pillars which support the arch are emblematical of Wisdom
and Strength; the former denoting the
wisdom of the Supreme Architect, and the
latter the stability of the Universe."
Am.
Ed. Brewster's Encyc.

Arch of Solomon, Royal.

The

13th degree of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite is sometimes so called, by which it is
distinguished from the Royal Arch degree
of the English and American systems.

Arch of

Steel.

The grand honors

are conferred, in the French Rite, by two
ranks of brethren elevating and crossing
their drawn swords. They call it voute
d'acier.

Arch of Zernbbabel, Royal. The
7th degree of the American Rite is sometimes so called to distinguish it from the
Royal Arch of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, which is called the Royal
Arch of Solomon.
Arch, Royal. See Royal Arch.
Archaeology. The science which is en-

)
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gaged in the study of those minor branches
of antiquities which do not enter into the
course of general history, such as national
architecture, genealogies, manners, customs, heraldic subjects, and others of a similar nature.
The archseology of Freemasonry has been made, within a recent
period, a very interesting study, and is

much

indebted for its successful pursuit to
the labors of Kloss and Findel in Germany, and to Thory and Ragon in France,
to Oliver, Lyon, Hughan, and many
living writers, in England. The scholars
of this science have especially directed their
attention to the collection of old records,
and the inquiry into the condition and organization of Masonic and other secret associations during the Middle Ages.
In
America, the late William S. Eockwell was
a diligent student of Masonic archseology,
and several others in this country have

[Architecte
Architect, Perfect.
The twenty-eighth degree of the
Rite of Mizraim. The twenty-fifth, twentyParfait.)

sixth, twenty-seventh degrees of the same
Rite are Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and

Master Perfect Architect.

Architect,

lime Grand.

field.

Archetype. The principal type, figure,
pattern, or

example whereby and whereon

formed. In the science of symbolism, the archetype is the thing adopted
as a symbol, whence the symbolic idea is
derived. Thus we say the Temple is the
archetype of the Lodge, because the former
is the symbol whence all the Temple symbolism of the latter is derived.
Architect. In laying the cornerstones of Masonic edifices, and in dedicating
them after they are finished, the architect
of the building, although he may be a profane, is required to take a part in the ceremonies. In the former case, the square,
level, and plumb are delivered to him with
a charge by the Grand Master and in the
latter case they are returned by him to that

a thing

is

;

officer.

Architect, African.

See African

Architects.

_(

Architect by 3, 5, and 7,
Orande Architecte par 3, 5, ell.)

Grand.

A degree

in the manuscript of Peuvret's collection.

Architect,

Orand.

(Architecte

Orande.) 1. The sixth degree of the Rite
of Martinism. 2. The fourth degree of the
Rite of Elect Cohens.
3. The twentythird degree of the Rite of Mizraim. 4.
The twenty-fourth degree in the collection
of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.

Architect, Grand llasiter. See
Grand Master Architect.
Architect, Uttle. [Architecte Petit.
1. The twenty-third degree of the collection
of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
2. The twenty-second degree of the Rite
of Mizraim.

Architect Of Solomon.
de Salomon.)
collection of

A

M.

[Architecte

degree in the manuscript
Peuvret.

and Sub-

Parfait et
Sublime Orande.) A degree in the collection of the Loge des Amis R6unis at
[Architecte,

Calais.

Architectonicns.

and

labored assiduously in the same inviting

Perfect

Latin.

Relating

architecture.
Thus, Vitruvius says,
"rationes architectonicse," the rules of
architecture.
But as Architecton signifies
a Master Builder, the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, in some Latin inscriptions, has
to

used the word architectonicus, to denote Masonic or relating to Freemasonry.
In the inscription on the corner-stone of the Royal
Exchange of Edinburgh, we find " fratres
architectonici " used for Freemasons; and in
the Grand Lodge diploma, a Lodge is called
" societas architectonica;" but the usage of
the word in this sense has not been generally adopted.

Architecture. The art of constructing dwellings, as a shelter from the heat
of summer and the cold of winter, must
have been resorted to from the very first
moment in which man became subjected to
the power of the elements. Architecture
is, therefore, not only one of the most important, but one of the most ancient of
sciences.
Rude and imperfect must, hoirever, have been the first efibrts of the
human race, resulting in the erection of
huts clumsy in their appearance, and ages
must have elapsed ere wisdom of design
combined strength of material with beauty
of execution.
As Geometry is the science on which
Masonry is founded. Architecture is the art
from which it borrows the language of its
symbolic instruction. In the earlier ages
of the Order every Mason was either an
operative mechanic or a superintending
architect.
And something more than a
superficial knowledge of the principles of
architecture is absolutely essential to the
Mason who would either understand the
former history of the Institution or appreciate its present objects.
There are five orders of architecture : the
Doric, the Ionic, the Corinthian, the Tuscan, and the Composite.
The first three
are the original orders, and were invented
in Greece the last two are of later formation, and owe their existence to Italy.
Each of these orders, as well as the other
terms of architecture, so far as they are
connected with Freemasonry, will be found
under its appropriate head throughout this
work.
;
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The Books of Constitutions, commenced have had its origin in the remotest ages of
by Anderson and continued by Entick and the world.
Noorthouok, contain, under the title of a
In the lecture of the degree of Grand
History of Freemasonry, in reality a history
of the progress of architecture from the
In the older manuscript
earliest ages.
Constitutions the science of geometry, as
well as architecture, is made identical with
Masonry; so that he who would rightly
understand the true history of Freemasonry must ever bear in mind the distinction between Geometry, Architecture, and
Masonry, which is constantly lost sight of
in these old records.

Master Architect, the application of this
science to Freemasonry is made to consist
in its reminding the Mason that he is continually to a4d to his knowledge, never to
subtract anything from the character of his
neighbor, to multiply his benevolence to his
fellow-creatures, and to divide his means
with a suffering brother.

Ark. In the ritual of the American
Royal Arch degree three arks are referred

to: 1. The Ark of Safety, or of Noah; 2.
Architecture, Piece of. {Mbrgeau The Ark of the Covenant, or of Moses 3.
The name given in French The Substitute Ark, or the Ark of Zerubd' architecture.)
;

Lodges to the minutes.
Archives. This word means, properly,
a place of deposit for records; but it means
also the records themselves.

Hence the

archives of a Lodge are its records and
other documents. The legend in the second
degree, that the pillars of the Temple were
made hollow to contain the archives of

Masonry,

is

simply a myth, and a very

modern one.

In what is technically called "the
passing of the veils," each of these arks
has its commemorative illustration, and in
the order in which they have been named.
The first was constructed by Shem, Ham,
and Japheth, the sons of Noah the second
by Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel and the
third was discovered by Joshua, Haggai,
and Zerubbabel.
babel.

;

;

Aril

Archives,

Grand Guardian of

An officer in the Grand Council of
Kites of Ireland who performs the duties
of Secretary General.
the.

and Anchor.

See Anchor and

Ark.

Arlt

and Dove. An

gree, preparatory to the

illustrative de-

Koyal Arch, and

usually conferred, when conferred at all,
before the solemn ceremony
The name of Noachite,
of exaltation.
sometimes given to it, is incorrect, as this
belongs to a degree in the Ancient Scottish
Bite.
It is very probable that the degree,
which now, however, has lost much of
its significance, was derived from a much
older one called the Royal Ark Mariners, to
which the reader is referred. The legend
and symbolism of the ark and dove formed
an important part of the spurious Freemasonry of the ancients.

Archives, Grand Keeper of the. immediately

An

some of the bodies of the high
whose duties are indicated by the
name. In the Grand Orient of France he
is called Orand Oarde des timbres et Sceaux,
as he combines the duties of a keeper of
the archives and a keeper of the seals.
Archiviste. An officer in French
officer in

degrees

Lodges who has the charge of the archives.

The Germans

call

him Archivar.

Ardarel. A word

in the high degrees,
used as the name of the angel of fire. It
is a distorted form of Adariel, the splendor
of God.
word used in some of the
Arelim.
rituals of the high degrees.
It is found in

A

Isaiah, (xxxiii. 7,) where it is translated,
in the A. V., " valiant ones," and by Lowth,
"mighty men." It is a doubtful word, and
is probably formed from ariel, the lion of
God. D'Herbelot says that Mohammed
called his uncle Hamseh, on account of
his valor, the lion of God.
In the Kabbala, Arelim is the angelic name of the third
sephirah.
Areopagus. The third apartment in
a Council of Kadosh is so called. It represents a tribunal, and the name is derived

from the celebrated court of Athens.
Arithmetic. That science which is
engaged in considering the properties and
powers of numbers, and which, from its
manifest necessity in all the operations of
weighing, numbering, and measuring, must

Ark Mariners.

See

Royal Ark

Mariners.

Ark, 91'oah's, or the Ark of Safety,
constructed by Shem, Ham, and Japheth,
under the superintendence of Noah, and in
it, as a chosen tabernacle of refuge, the
patriarch's family took refuge. It has been
called by many commentators a tabernacle
of Jehovah; and Dr. Jarvis, speaking of the
word "inV) ZoHaE, which has been translated window, says that, in all other passages of Scripture where this word occurs,
it signifies the meridian light, the brightest
effulgence of day, and therefore it could
not have been an aperture, but a source of
He supposes it therefore to
light itself.
have been the divine Shekinah, or Glory
of Jehovah, which afterwards dwelt between the cherubim over the Ark of the
Covenant in the tabernacle and the temple.
Church of the Redeemed,

I.,

20.

Ark of the Covenant.

The Ark

ARK

AEK

of the Covenant or of the Testimony was a
chest originally constructed by Moses at
God's command, (Exod. xxv. 16,) in which
were kept the two tables of stone, on which
were engraved the ten commandments. It
contained, likewise, a golden pot filled with
manna, Aaron's rod, and the tables of the
covenant. It was at first deposited in the
most sacred place of the tabernacle, and
afterwards placed by Sokimon in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple, and was
lost upon the destruction of that building
by the Chaldeans. The later history of
this ark is buried in obscurity.
It is supposed that, upon the destruction of the first
Temple by the Chaldeans, it' was carried to
Babylon among the other sacred utensils
which became the spoil of the conquerors.
But of its subsequent fate all traces have
been lost. It is, however, certain that it
was not brought back to Jerusalem by Zerubbabel. The Talmudists say that there
were five things which were the glory of
the first Temple that were wanting in the
second; namely, the Ark of the Covenant,
the Shekinah or Divine Presence, the
Urim and Thummim, the holy fire upon
the altar, and the spirit of prophecy. The
Rev. Salem Towne, it is true, has endeavored to prove, by a very ingenious
argument, that the original Ark of the
Covenant was concealed by Josiah, or by
others, at some time previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, and that it was afterwards, at the building of the second Temple,
discovered and brought to light.
But such
a theory is entirely at variance with all the
legends of the degree of Select Master and

few years have thrown much light on
the Egyptian mysteries. Among the ceremonies of that ancient people was one
called the Procession of Shrines, which is
mentioned in the Rosetta stone, and depicted on the Temple walls. One of these
shrines was an ark, which was carried in
procession by the priests, who supported it
on their shoulders by staves passing through
metal rings. It was thus brought into tie
Temple and deposited on a stand or altar,
that the ceremonies prescribed in the ritual
might be performed before it. The contents of these arks were various, but always
of a mystical character. Sometimes the ark
would contain symbols of Life and Stability; sometimes the sacred beetle, the symbol
of the Sun and there was always a representation of two figures of the goddess
Theme or Truth and Justice, which overshadowed the ark with their wings. These
coincidences of the Egyptian and Hebrew
arks must have been more than accidental.
Ark, Substitute. The chest or cofier
which constitutes a part of the furniture,
and is used in the ceremonies of a Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons, and in a (!ouncil
of Select Masters according to the American system, is called by Masons the Substitute Ark, to distinguish it from the other
ark, that which was constructed in the
wilderness under the direction of Moses,
and which is known as the Ark of the
Covenant. This the Substitute Ark was
made to represent under circumstances that
are recorded in the Masonic traditions, and
especially in those of the Select Degree.
The ark used in Eoyal Arch and Cryptic
Masonry in this country is generally of

Eoyal Arch Masonry.
To admit it
would lead to endless confusion and conoi-

last

;

this

form

:

tradictions in the traditions of the Order.
It is, besides, in conflict with the opinions
of the Rabbinical writers and every Hebrew scholar. Josephus and the Rabbins
allege that in the second Temple the Holy

of Holies was empty, or contained only the
Stone of Foundation which marked the
place which the ark should have occupied.
The ark was made of shittim wood,
overlaid, within and without, with pure
gold.
It was about three feet nine inches
long, two feet three inches wide, and of the
same extent in depth. It had on the side
two rings of gold, through which were
placed staves of shittim wood, by which,
when necessary. It was borne by the Levites.
Its covering was of pure gold, over which
were placed two figures called cherubim,
with expanded wings. The covering of the
ark was called kaphiret, from kaphar, " to
forgive sin," and hence its English name of
I' mercy-seat," as being the place where the
intercession for sin was made.

The

researches of archaeologists in the

Prideaux, on the authority of Lightfoot,
contends that, as an ark was indispensable
to the Israelitish worship, there was in the
second Temple an ark which had been expressly made for the purpose of supplying
the place of the first or original ark, and
which, without possessing any of its prerogatives or honors, was of precisely the
same shape and dimensions, and was deposited in the same place. The Masonic
legend, whether authentic or not, is simple
and connected. It teaches that there was
an ark in the second Temple, but that it
was neither the Ark of the Covenant,
which had been in the Holy of Holies of
the first Temple, nor one that had been con-

;

ARK

ARMS

it after the
building of the second Temple. It was
that ark which was presented to us in the
Select Master's degree, and which being an
exact copy of the Mosaical ark, and intended to replace it in case of its loss, is
best known to Freemasons as the Substitute
Ark.
Lightfoot gives these Talraudic legends,
in his Frospect of the Temple, in the following language " It is fancied by the Jews,
that Solomon, when he built the Temple,
foreseeing that the Temple should be destroyed, caused very obscure and intricate

The Masonic

vaults under ground to be made, wherein
to hide the ark when any such danger
came; that howsoever it went with the
Temple, yet the ark, which was the very
life of the Temple, might be saved.
And
they understand that passage in 2 Chron.
XXXV. 3, Josiah said unto the Levites, Put
the holy ark into the house which Solomon,
the son of David, did build,' etc., as if
Josiah, having heard by the reading of

The evidence of

atructed as a substitute for

:

'

Moses' manuscript, and by Huldah's prophecy of the danger that hung over Jerusalem, commanded to convey the ark into
this vault, that it might be secured; and
with it, say they, they laid up Aaron's rod,
the pot of manna, and the anointing oil.
For while the ark stood in its place upon
the stone mentioned
they hold that
Aaron's rod and the pot of manna stood

—

before it but, now, were all conveyed into
obscurity
and the stone upon which the
ark stood lay over the mouth of the vault.
;

—

But Rabbi

Solomon, which useth not,
Ordinarily, to forsake such traditions, hath
given a more serious gloss upon the place
namely, that whereas Manasseh and Amon
had removed the ark out of its habitation,
and set up images and abominations there
of their own
Joshua speaketh to the

—

priests

What

restore it to its place again.
became of the ark, at the burning of
to

the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, we read
not; it is most likely it went to the fire
also.
However it sped, it was not in the
second Temple; and is one of the five choice
things that the Jews reckon wanting there.
Yet they had an ark there also of their own
making, as they had a breastplate of judg-

ment; which, though they both wanted
the glory of the former, which was giving
of oracles, yet did they stand current as to
the other matters of their worship, as the
former breastplate and ark had done."
The idea of the concealment of an ark
and its accompanying treasures always prevailed in the Jewish church.
The account
given by the Talmudists is undoubtedly
mythical but there must, as certainly, have
been some foundation for the myth, for
every myth has a substratum of truth.
;

M
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tradition differs from the rabbut is in every way more reconcilable with truth, or at least with probability.
The ark constructed by Moses, Aholiab,
and Bezaleel was burnt at the destruction
of the first Temple but there was an exact
representation of it in the second.
Arkite Worship. The almost universal prevalence among the nations of
antiquity of some tradition of a long past
deluge, gave rise to certain mythological
doctrines and religious ceremonies, to which
has been given tlie name of arkite worbinical,

;

ship,

which was very extensively
this is to

diffused.

be found in the

sacred feeling which was entertained for
the sacredness of high mountains, derived,
it is supposed, from recollections of an
Ararat, and from the presence in all the
Mysteries of a basket, chest, or coffer,
whose mystical character bore apparently
a reference to the ark of Noah. On the
subject of this arkite worship, Bryant,
Faber, Higgins, Banier, and many other
writers, have made learned investigations,
which may be consulted with advantage by
the Masonic archaeologist.
Armenbiische. The poor-box; the
name given by German Masons to the box
in which collections of money are made at
a Table-Lodge for the relief of poor brethren and their families.
corrupted form of Hermes,
Ai'iues.
found in the Landsdowne and some other
old manuscripts.
Ai'iuiger. 1. A bearer of arms. The
title given by heralds to the esquire who
waited on a knight. 2. The sixth degree
of the Order of African Architects.
Armory. An apartment attached to
the asylum of a Commandery of Knights
Templars, in which the swords and other
parts of the costume of the knights are deposited for safe keeping.
of Masonry. Stow says
that the Masons were incorporated as a
company in the twelfth year of Henry IV.,
Their arms were granted to them, in
1412.
1477, by William Hawkesloe, Clarenceux
King-at-Arms, and are azure on a chevron
between three castles argent; a pair of compasses somewhat extended, of the first.
Crest a castle of the second. They were
adopted, subsequently, by the Grand Lodge
The Athol Grand Lodge
of England.
objected to this as an unlawful assumption
by the Modern Grand Lodge of Speculative
F'reemasons of the arms of the Operative
Masons. They accordingly adopted another
coat, which Dermott blazons as follows:
Quarterly per squares, counterchanged vert.
In the first quarter, azure, a lion rampant,
or.
In the second quarter, or, an ox passant

A

Anns

fable.

In the third quarter,

or,

a

man with

:;
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hands erect proper, robed

and

crimson

ermine. In the fourth quarter, azure, an
eagle displayed or. Crest, theholy ark of the
covenant proper, supported by cherubim.
Motto, Kodes la Adonai, that is, Holiness to
the Lord.

These arras are derived from the " tetrarchical" {as Sir Thos. Browne calls them), or
general banners of the four principal tribes
for it is said that the twelve tribes, during
their passage through the wilderness, were
encamped in a hollow square, three on each
follows Judah, Zebulun, and Issachar, in the east, under the general ban-

side, as

:

"And that credit maybe given to our
present bull, we have signed it with our
hand and caused to be affixed thereunto the
secret seal, and countersigned by the secretary of our cabinet, Thursday, 15th of
the second month of the year of the incarnation, 1747.
"Charles Edwabd Stuart.
" Countersigned,
Berkley."
This Chapter created a few others, and
in 1780 established one in Paris, under the
distinctive title of Chapter of Arras, in the
It united itself to the
valley of Paris.
Grand Orient of France on the 27th December, 1801. It was declared First Suffragan of the Scottish Jacobite Chapter,

ner of Judah Dan, Asher, and Naphtali,
in the north, under the banner of Dan
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin, in the with the right to constitute others. The
and Chapter established at Arras, by the Prewest, under the banner of Ephraim
Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, in the south, tender, was named the "Eagle and Pelican," and OViver {Orig. of E. A., p. 22,) from
under Reuben. See Banners.
Arras, l»rimordlal Chapter of. this seeks to find, perhaps justifiably, a
Arras is a town in the north-western part connection between it and the R. S. Y. C. S.
of France, where, in the year 1747, Charles of the Royal Order of Scotland.
Arrest of Charter. To arrest the
Edward Stuart, the Pretender, established
a Sovereign Primordial and Metropolitan charter of a Lodge is a technical phrase by
Chapter of Rosicrucian Freemasons. A por- which is meant to suspend the work of a
tion of the charter of this body is given by Lodge, to prevent it from holding its
Ragon in his Orthodoxie Mafonigue. In usual communications, and to forbid it to
1853, the Count de Hamel, prefect of the transact any business or to do any work.
department, discovered an authentic copy, A Grand Master cannot revoke the warrant
in parchment, of this document bearing the of a Lodge; but if, in his opinion, the
date of April 15, 1747, which he deposited good of Masonry or any other sufficient
in the departmental archives. This docu- cause requires it, he may suspend the operation of the warrant until the next commument is as follows:
" We, Charles Edward, king of England, nication of the Grand Lodge, which body
France, Scotland, and Ireland, and as such is alone competent to revise or approve of
Substitute Grand Master of the Chapter of his action.
Arthnsiiis, Gotthardiis. A learned
H., known by the title of Knight of the
Eagle and Pelican, and since our sorrows Dane, Rector of the Gymnasium at Frankand misfortunes by that of Rose Croix, fort-on-the-Main, who wrote many works
wishing to testify our gratitude to the Ma- on Rosicrucianism, under the assumed
sons of Artois, and the officers of the city name of Irenaeus Agnostus. See AgnostUiS.
Art Royal. See Boyal Art.
of Arras, for the numerous marks of kindArts. In the Masonic phrase, "arts,
ness which they in conjunction with the
parts, and points of the Mysteries of Maofficers of the garrison of Arras have lavished upon us, and their attachment to our sonry ;" arts means the knowledge or things
person, shown during a residence of six made known, parte the degrees into which
months in that city,
Masonry is divided, and points the rules
" We have in favor of them created and and usages. See Parts, and also Points.
erected, and do create and erect by the
Arts, liiberal. See Liberal Arts and
present bull, in the aforesaid city of Arras, Sciences.
a Sovereign Primordial Chapter of Rose
Ascension Day. Also called Holy
Croix, under.the distinctive title of Scottish Thursday.
A festival of the Christian
Jacobite, (Ecosse Jacobite,) to be ruled and church held in commemoration of the asfoverned by the Knights Lagneau and cension of our Lord forty days after Easter.
tobespierre Avocats Hazard, and his two It is celebrated as a feast day by Chapters
sons, physicians J. B. Lucet, our uphol- of Rose Croix.
sterer, and Jer9meCellier, our clock-maker,
Ashe, D. I>., ReT. Jonathan.
giving to them and to their successors the
literary plagiarist who resided in Bristol,
power not only to make knights, but even England. In 1813 he published The Masonic
to create a Chapter in whatever town they Manual; or, Lectures on Freemasonry. Ashe
may think fit, provided that two Chapters does not, it is true, pretend to originality,
shall not be created in the same town how- but abstains from giving credit to Hutchinson, from whom he has taken at least
ever populous it njay be.
;

;

;

;
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two-thirds of his book. In 1843 an edition was published by Spencer, with valuable notes by Dr. Oliver.

the fellows afternaraed Mr. Thomas Wife,
Master of the Masons' company this present year; Mr. Thomas Shorthofe, Mr.

Aslier.
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:

Dr. Carl Wilhelm. The Thomas

Shadbolt,
Waidsford, Esq.,
Mr. Nicholas Young, Mr. John Shorthofe,
well MS., which he published at Hamburg, Mr. William Hamon, Mr. John Thompson,
in 1842, under the title of Adteste Urkunde and Mr. William Stanton. We all dined at
der Freimaurerei in England. This work the Half-Moon-Tavern in Cheapside, at a
contains both the original English docu- noble dinner prepared at the charge of the
ment and the German translation.
new Accepted Masons."
Aslilar. "Freestone as it comes out
It is to be regretted that the intention
Bailey.
of the quarry."
In Speculative expressed by Ashmole to write a history of
Masonry we adopt the ashlar in two differ- Freemasonry was never carried into effect.
ent states, as symbols in the Apprentice's His laborious research as evinced in his
degree. The Rough Ashlar, or stone in its exhaustive work on the Order of the Oarter,
rude and unpolished condition, is emblem- would lead us to have expected from his
atic of man in his natural state
ignorant, antiquarian pen a record of the origin and
uncultivated, and vicious.
But when edu- early progress of our Institution more valcation has exerted its wholesome influence uable than any that we now possess. The
in expanding his intellect, restraining his following remarks on this subject, conpassions, and purifying his life, he then is tained in a letter from Dr. Knipe, of Christ
represented by the Perfect Ashlar, which, Church, Oxford, to the publisher of Ashunder the skilful hands of the workmen, mole's Life, while it enables us to form
has been smoothed, and squared, and fitted some estimate of the loss that Masonic
for its place in the building.
In the older literature has suffered, supplies interesting
lectures of the eighteenth century the Per- particulars which are worthy of preservafect Ashlar is not mentioned, but its place tion.
" As to the ancient society of Freemasons,
was supplied by the Broached Thurnel.
Asbmole, Elias. A celebrated anti- concerning whom you are desirous of knowquary, and the author of, among other ing what may be known with certainty, I
works, the well-known History of the Order shall only tell you, that if our worthy
of the Garter, and founder of the Ashmo- Brother, E. Ashmole, Esq., had executed
lean Museum at Oxford. He was born at his intended design, our Fraternity had
Litchfield, in England, on the 23d May, been as much obliged to him as the Breth1617, and died at London on the 18th May, ren of the most noble Order of the Garter.
1692.
He was made a Freemason on the I would not have you surprised at this ex16th October, 1646, and gives the follow- pression, or think it all too assuming. The
ing account of his reception in his Diary, sovereigns of that Order have not disdained
our fellowship, and there have been times
p. 303.
" 1646. October 16. 4 Hor., 30 minutes when emperors were also Freemasons.
post merid., I was made a Freemason at What from Mr. E. Ashmole's collection I
Warrington, in Lancashire, with Colonel could gather was, that the report of our
Henry Mainwaring, of Karticham, in society's taking rise from a bull granted by
the names of them who were the Pope, in the reign of Henry III., to
Cheshire
then at the Lodge, Mr. Richard Penket some Italian architects to travel over all
Warden, Mr. James Collier, Mr. Richard Europe, to erect chapels, was ill-founded.
Sankey, Henry Littler, John Ellam, and Such a bull there was, and those architects
were Masons but this bull, in the opinion
Hugh Brewer."
In another place he speaks of his being of the learned Mr. Ashmole, was confirmaadmitted into the Fellowship, [Diary, p. tive only, and did not by any means create
362,) for thirty-six years afterwards makes our Fraternity, or even establish them in
But as to the time and
this kingdom.
the following entry
" 1682. March 10. About 5 Hor., post manner of that establishment, something I
St.
merid., I received a summons to appear at shall relate from the same collections.
a Lodge to be held the next day at Masons' Alban the Proto-Martyr of England, established Masonry here; and from his time it
Hall, in London.
"11. Accordingly, I went, and about flourished more or less, according as the
noon was admitted into the Fellowship of world went, down to the days of King
Freemasons, by Sir William Wilson, knight, Athelstan, who, for the sake of his brother
Capt. Richard Borthwick, Mr. William Edwin, granted the Masons a charter under our Norman princes. They frequently
Wodman, Mr. William Wife.
" I was the senior fellow among them, received extraordinary marks of royal favor.
There is no doubt to be made, that
(it being thirty-five years since I was admitted;) there was present besides myself the skill of Masons, which was always
first

translator into

German

of the Halli-

—

—

;

;

—
;
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transcendent, even in the most barbarous
times,
their wonderful kindness and attachment to each other, how different soever in condition, and their inviolable

shall find knock, and it shall be opened
unto you," Dr. Clarke says " These three
include the ideas
ask, seek, knock
words
of want, loss, and earnestness." The appli-
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—

fidelity in

keeping religiously their

secret,

must expose them in ignorant, troublesome,
and suspicious times to a vast variety of
adventures, according to the different fate
of parties and other alterations in government. By the way, I shall note that the

Masons were always loyal, which exposed
them to great severities when power wore
the trappings of justice, and those who
committed treason punished true men as
Thus, in the third year of the
reign of Henry VI., an act of Parliament
was passed to abolish the society of Masons,
and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the
holding Chapters, Lodges, or other regular
assemblies.
Yet this act was afterwards
repealed, and even before that, King Henry
VI., and several of the principal lords of his
court, became fellows of the Craft."
traitors.

Asia, Initiated Knights
Brotliers of. This Order was

and
intro-

duced in Berlin, or, as some say, in Vienna,
in the year 1780, by a schism of several

members of the German Rose Croix. They
adopted a mixture of Christian, Jewish,

and Mohammedan ceremonies, to indicate,
as Ragon supposes, their entire religious
tolerance. Their object was the study of
the natural sciences and the search for the
universal panacea to prolong life. Thory

;

—

—

:

cation made to the passage theologically is
equally appropriate to it in a Masonic
Lodge. You ask for acceptance, you seek for
light,

you knock

for

initiation,

which

in-

cludes the other two.

One who eagerly seeks to
or to attain something. Thus, Warburton speaks of " the aspirant to the MysIt is applied also to one about to
teries."
be initiated into Masonry. There seems,
however, to be a shade of difference in
meaning between the words candidate and
aspirant.
The candidate is one who asks
and the term, from canfor admission
didus, white, refers to the purity of characThe aspirant is one already
ter required.
elected and in process of initiation, and
coming from aspiro, to seek eagerly, refers
to the earnestness with which he prosecutes
his search for light and truth.
Assassins. The Ishmaelians or Assassins constituted a sect or confraternity,

Aspirant.

know

;

which was founded by Hassan Sabah, about
the year 1090, in Persia. The name is derived, it is supposed, from their immoderate
use of the plant haschish, or henbane,

which produced a delirious

frenzy.

The

given to the chief of the Order was
8heihh-el-Jebel, which has been translated
the "Old Man of the Mountain," but which
charges them with this but may it not Higgins has shown (Anacal., i. 700,) to mean
have been, as with the Alchemists, merely literally, " The Sage of the Kabbala or Traa symbol of immortality? They forbade ditions." Von Hammer has written a History of the Assassins, but his opposition to
all inquiries into the art of transmutation
of metals. The Grand Syn6drion, properly secret societies has led him to speak with so
the Grand Sanhedrim, which consisted of much prejudice that, although his historical
seventy-two members and was the head of statements are interesting, his philosophical
the Order, had its seat at Vienna. The deductions have to be taken with many
Order was founded on the three symbolic grains of allowance. Godfrey Higgins has
degrees, and attached to them nine others, probably erred on the other side, and by a
as follows: 4. Seekers; 5. Sufferers; 6. Ini- too ready adherence to a preconceived thetiated Knights and Brothers of Asia in ory has, in his Anacalypsis, confounded
Europe; 7. Masters and Sages; 8. Royal them with the Templars, whom he considPriests, or True Brothers of Rose Croix
ers as the precursors of the Freemasons.
Melchizedek.
9.
The Order no longer In this, as in most things, the middle course
exists.
Many details of it will be found appears to be the most truthful.
in Luchet's Ensai sur les Illumines.
The Assassins were a secret society, that
Asia, Perfect Initiates of. A is to say, they had a secret esoteric docrite of very little importance, consisting trine, which was imparted only to the iniof seven degrees, and said to have been tiated.
Hammer says that they had a
invented at Lyons.
A very voluminous graduated series of initiations, the names
manuscript, translated from the German, of which he gives as Apprentices, Fellows,
was sold at Paris, in 1821, to M. Bailleul, and Masters; they had, too, an oath of
and came into the possession of Ragon, passive obedience, and resembled, he aswho reduced its size, and, with the assist- serts, in many respects, the secret societies
ance of Des Etangs, modified it. I have that subsequently existed in Europe. They
no knowledge that it was ever worked.
were governed by a Grand Master and
Ask, Seek, Knock. In referring Priors, and had regulations and a special
to the passage of Matthew vii. 7, " Ask, religious code, in all of which Von Hamand it shall be given you ; seek, and you mer finds a close resemblance to the Tern;

title
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ASSASSINS
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and the Teutonic Speculative Masonry to the ancient solar
Between the Assassins and the worship, of whom Eagon may be conTemplars history records that there were sidered as the exponent, find in this legend
several amicable transactions not at all a symbol of the conspiracy of the three
consistent with the religious vows of the winter months to destroy the life-giving
heat of the sun. Those who, like the dislatter and the supposed religious faith of
the former, and striking coincidences of ciples of the Rite of Strict Observance, trace
Masonry to a Templar origin, explain the
feeling, of which Higgins has not been
plars, the ITospitallers,

Knights.

slow to avail himself in his attempt to
prove the close connection, if not absolute
It is most
identity, of the two Orders.
probable, as Sir John Malcolm contends,
that they were a race of Sofis, the teachers
of the secret doctrine of Mohammed. Von
Hammer admits that they produced a great
number of treatises on mathematics and
jurisprudence; and, forgetting for a time
his bigotry and his prejudice, he attributes
to Hassan, their founder, a profound knowl-

edge of philosophy and mathematical and
metaphysical sciences, and an enlightened
spirit, under whose influence the civilization of Persia attained a high degree; so
that during his reign of forty-six years the
Persian literature attained a point of excellence heyond that of Alexandria under the
Ptolemies, and of France under Francis I.
The old belief that they were a confederacy
of murderers
whence we have taken our
English word assassins
must now be abandoned as a figment of the credulity of past
centuries, and we must be content to look
upon them as a secret society of philosophers, whose political relations, however,
merged them into a dynasty. If we interpret Freemasonry as a generic term, signifying a philosophic sect which teaches
truth by a mystical initiation and secret
symbols, then Higgins was not very far in
error in calling them the Freemasons of
the East.

—

—

Assassins of the Third Degree.
There is in Freemasonry a legend of certain unworthy Craftsmen who entered into
a conspiracy to extort from a distinguished
brother a secret of which he was the possessor.

The legend

is

altogether symbolic,

and when its symbolism is truly comprehended, becomes surpassingly beautiful.
By those who look at it as having the pretension of an historical fact, it is sometimes
treated with indifference, and sometimes
considered an absurdity. But it is not thus
that the legends and symbols of Masonry
must be read, if we would learn their true
spirit.
To behold the goddess in all her
glorious beauty, the veil that conceals her
statue must he withdrawn. Masonic writers
who have sought to interpret the symbolism
of the legend of the conspiracy of the three
assassins, have not agreed always in the interpretation, although they have finally arrived at the same result, namely, that it has
a spiritual signification. Those who trace

legend as referring to the conspiracy of the
three renegade knights who falsely accused
the Order, and thus aided King Philip and

Pope Clement to abolish Templarism, and
Grand Master. Hutchinson and

to slay its

Oliver, who labored to give a Christian interpretation to all the symbols of Masonry,
referred the legend to the crucifixion of the
Messiah, the type of which is, of course,
the slaying of Abel by his brother Cain.
Others, of whom the Chevalier Kamsay was
the leader, sought to give it a political significance
and, making Charles the First
the type of the Builder, symbolized Cromwell and his adherents as the conspirators.
The Masonic scholars whose aim has been
to identify the modern system of Freemasonry with the Ancient Mysteries,
and especially with the Egyptian, which
they supposed to be the germ of all the
others, interpret the conspirators as the
symbol of the Evil Principle, or Typhon,
slaying the Good Principle, or 'Osiris; or,
when they refer to the Zoroastic Mysteries
of Persia, as Ahriman contending against
Ormuzd. And lastly, in the Philosophic
degrees, the myth is interpreted as signify;

ing the war of Falsehood, Ignorance, and
Superstition against Truth. Of the supposed names of the three Assassins, there is
hardly any end of variations, for they materially differ in all the principal Rites.
Thus, we have the three JJJ. in the York
and American Rites. In the Adonhiramite
system we have Romvel, Gravelot, and
Abiram. In the Scottish Rite we find the
names given in the old rituals as Jubelum
Akirop, sometimes Abiram, Jubelo Romvel,
and Jubela Gravelot. Schterke and Oterfilt are in some of the German rituals,
while other Scottish rituals have Abiram,
Romvel, and Hobhen. In all these names
there is manifest corruption, and the patience
of many Mascmic scholars has been wellnigh exhausted in seeking for some plausible and satisfactory derivation.
Assembly. The meetings of the
Craft during the operative period in the
Middle Ages, were called "assemblies,"

which appear to have been tantamount to
the modern Lodges, and they are constantly
spoken of in the Old Constitutions. The
word assembly was also often used in these
documents to indicate a larger meeting of
the whole Craft, and which was equivalent
to the modern Grand Lodge, which was
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ATELIER

ASSISTANCE

held annually. The York MS., about the
year 1600, says, "that King Athelstan gave
the Masons a charter and commission to
hold every year an assembly wheresoever
they Vfould in the realm of England," and
this statement, whether true or false, is rePreston
peated in all the old records.
says, speaking of that mediaeval period,
that " a sufficient number of Masons met
together within a certain district, with the
consent of the sheriff or chief magistrate
of the place, were empowered at this time
to make Masons," etc.
To this assembly,
every Mason was bound, when summoned,
to appear.
Thus, in the Harleian MS.,
1650, it is ordained that " every Master
and Fellow come to the Assembly, if it be
within five miles about him, if he have any
warning." The term, " General Assembly,"
to indicate the annual meeting, is first used
in the MS. of 1663, as quoted by Preston.
In the Old Constitutions, printed in 1722
by Roberts, and which claims to be taken
from a MS. of the eighteenth century, the
term used is " Yearly Assembly."
Anderson speaks of an Old Constitution
which used the word " General " but his
quotations are not always verbally accu;

rate.

Astronomy. The

science which inus in the laws that govern the
heavenly bodies. Its origin is lost in the
mists of antiquity ; for the earliest inhabitants of the earth must have been attracted
by the splendor of the glorious firmament
above them, and would nave sought in the
motions of its luminaries for the readiest
and most certain method of measuring time.
With astronomy the system of Freemasonry is intimately connected. From
that science many of our most significant
emblems are borrowed. The Lodge itself
is a representation
of the world; it is
adorned with the images of the sun and
moon, whose regularity and precision furnish a lesson of wisdom and prudence its
pillars of strength and establishment have
been compared to the two columns which
the ancients placed at the equinoctial
points as supporters of the arch of heaven ;
the blazing star, which was among the
Egyptians a symbol of Anubis, or the dogstar, whose rising foretold the overflowing
of the Nile, shines in the east; while
the clouded canopy is decorated with the
beautiful Pleiades.
The connection bestructs

;

tween our Order and astronomy is still
more manifest in the spurious Freemasonry

Assistance. See Aid and Assistance. of antiquity, where, the pure principles of
Associates of the Temple. Dur- our system being lost, the symbolic instrucing the Middle Ages, many persons of rank, tion of the heavenly bodies gave place to
who were desirous of participating in the the corrupt Sabean worship of the sun,

—

supposed to be enjoyed and moon, and stars
a worship whose inby the Templars in consequence of the good fluences are seen in all the mysteries of
works done by the Fraternity, but who Paganism.
were unwilling to submit to the discipline
Asylum. During the session of a
of the brethren, made valuable donations Oommandery of Knights Templars, a part
to the Order, and were, in consequence, ad- of the room is called the asylum; the word
mitted into a sort of spiritual connection has hence been adopted, by the figure sywith it. These persons were termed " As- necdoche, to signify the place of meeting of
sociates of the Temple." The custom was a Oommandery.
most probably confined to England, and
Asylum for Aged Freemasons.
many " of these Associates " had monu- The Asylum for Worthy, Aged and Decayed
ments and effigies erected to them in the Freemasons is a magnificent edifice at
Temple Church at London.
Croydon in Surrey, England. The charity
Association. Although an associa- was established by Dr. Crucefix, after sixtion is properly the union of men into a teen years of herculean toil, such as few
society for a common purpose, the word is men but himself could have sustained. He
scarcely ever applied to the Order of Free- did not live to see it in full operation, but
masonry. Yet itsemployment, although un- breathed his last at the very time when the
usual, would not be incorrect^for Freemason- cope-stone was placed on the building.
ry is an association of men for a common pur- Since the death of Dr. Crucefix, it has been
pose. Washington uses the term when he amalgamated with the Provident Annuity
calls Freemasonry "an association whose and Benevolent Association of the Grand
principles lead to purity of morals, and are Lodge.
beneficial of action." Letter to O. L. of
Atelier. The French thus call the
So. Ca.
place where the Lodge meets or the Lodge
Astraea. The Grand Lodge established room. The word signifies a workshop or
in Eussia, on the 30th August, 1815, as- place where several workmen are assembled
sumed the title of the .Grand Lodge of under the same master. The word is apAatrsea.
It held its Grand East at St. plied in French Masonry not only to the
Petersburg, and continued in existence place of meeting of a Lodge, but also to
until 1822.
that of a Chapter, Council, or any other
spiritual advantages

ATHEIST
Masonic body.
65,) that atelier is

AUDITOR

Bazot says (Man. Magon,

more

particularly applied
to the table- Lodge, or Lodge when at
banquet, but that the word is a,lso used to
designate any reunion of the Lodge.
Atbeist. One who does not believe
in the existence of God. Such a creed can
only arise from the ignorance of stupidity
or a corruption of principle, since the
is filled with the moral and
physical proofs of a Creator. He who
does not look to a superior and superintending power as his maker and his judge,
is without that coercive principle ot salutary fear which should prompt him to do
good and to eschew evil, and his oath can,
of necessity, be no stronger than his word.
Masons, looking to the dangerous tendency
of such a tenet, have wisely discouraged it,
"by declaring that no atheist can be admitted
and the
to participate in their Fraternity
better to carry this law into effect, every
candidate, before passing through any of
the ceremonies of initiation, is required,
publicly and solemnly, to declare his trust
in God.
Athelstan. The grandson of the
great Alfred ascended the throne of England in 924, and died in 940. The Old Constitutions describe him as a great patron of
Masonry. Thus, one of them, the Roberts
MS., printed in 1722, and claiming to be five
hundred years old, says: "He began to
build many Abbies, Monasteries, and other
religious houses, as also castles and divers
Fortresses for defence of his realm.
He
loved Masons more than his father; he
greatly study'd Geometry, and sent into
many lands for men expert in the science.
He gave them a very large charter to hold
a yearly assembly, and power to correct
offenders in the said science ; and the king
himself caused a General Assembly of all
Masons in his realm, at York, and there
were made many Masons, and gave them a
deep charge for observation of all such
articles as belonged unto Masonry, and delivered them the said Charter to keep."
Athol Masons. The Duke of Athol
having been elected Grand Master by the
schismatic Grand Lodge in London, which
was known as the "' Ancients," an ofiice
held in his family until 1818, the body has
been commonly styled the " Athol Grand
Lodge," and those who adhered to it
" Athol Masons."
See Ancient Masons.
Attendance. See Absence.

whole universe

;

Attouchement. The name
the French Masons to
call the grip.

The

given by
what the Euglish

collar and jewel
ajjpropriate to an officer are called his attribuiJis.
The working tools and implements of Masonry are also called its attri-

Attributes.
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The word in these senses is much
more used by French than by English Ma-

butes.
sons.

Henry

Atwood,
C. At one time of
considerable notoriety in the Masonic history of New York.
He was born in Connecticut about the beginning of the present
century, and removed to the city of New
York about 1825, in which year he organized a Lodge for the purpose of introducing the system taught by Jeremy L. Cross,of whom Atwood was a pupil. This system
met with great opposition from some of the
most distinguished Masons of the State,
who favored the ancient ritual, which had
existed before the system of Webb, from
whom Cross received his lectures, had been
invented. Atwood, by great smartness and
untiring energy, succeeded in making the
system which he taught eventually popular.
He took great interest in Masonry,
and being

intellectually clever, although
not learned, he collected a great number of
admirers, while the tenacity with which
he maintained his opinions, however unpopular they might be, secured for him as
many enemies. He was greatly instrumental in establishing, in 1837, the schismatic body known as the St. John's Grand
Lodge, and was its Grand Master at the
time of its union, in 1850, with the legitimate Grand Lodge of New York. Atwood
edited a small Masonic periodical called
The Sentinel, which was remarkable for the
virulent and unmasonic tone of its articles.
He was also the author of a Masonic MoniHe died in 1860.
tor of some pretensions.
Atys. The Mysteries of Atys in Phrygia, and those of Cybele his mistress, like
their worship, much resembled those of
Adonis and Bacchus, Osiris and Isis. Their
Asiatic origin is universally admitted, and
was with great plausibility claimed by
Phrygia, which contested the palm of antiquity with Egypt. They, more than any
other people, mingled allegory with their
religious worship, and were great inventors
of fables ; and their sacred traditions as to
Cybele and Atys, whom all admit to be
Phrygian gods, were very various. In all,
as we learn from Julius Firmicus, they
represented by allegory the phenomena of
nature, and the succession of physical facts
under the veil of a marvellous history.
Their feasts occurred at the equinoxes,
commencing with lamentation, mourning,
groans, and pitiful cries for the death of
Atys, and ending with rejoicings at his

restoration to

life.

An officer in the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Eite
for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United
His duty is, with the Committee
States.
on Finance, to examine and report on the
Auditor.

;

AUFSEHEE,

AUSTEIA

account of the Inspector and other officers.
This duty of auditing the accounts of the
Secretary and Treasurer is generally intrusted, in Masonic bodies, to a special committee appointed for the purpose. In the
Grand Lodge of England, the auditing
committee consists of the Grand Officers
for the year, and twenty-four Masters of
Lodges in the London district, taken by

fled, they chose the name of Freemasons, and thus founded Freemasonry.
The society thus formed, instead of conquering or rebuilding the Temple of Jeru.salem, was to erect symbolical temples.
This is one of the forms of the Templar
theory of the origin of Freemason.
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had

Auserwahlter. German
Austin.

rotation.

for

Elu

or

Elect.

See Saint Augustine.

Australasia. Masonry was introAufselier. The German name for the
Warden of a Lodge. The Senior Warden duced into this remote region at a very
called Erste Aufseher, and the Junior early period after its settlement, and Lodges
Warden, Zweite Aufseher. The word liter- were first established at Sidney, by the
ally means an overseer. Its Masonic appli- Grand Lodge of England, about the year
1828. There are now over one hundred
cation is technical.
Augustine, St. See Saint Augita- and fifty Lodges at work in different parts
tine.
of Australasia, under warrants from the
Anm. A mystic syllable among the Provincial Grand Lodges of Victoria at
Hindus, signifying the Supreme God of Melbourne, New South Wales at Sidney,
Gods, which the Brahmans, from its awful Queensland at Brisbane, South Australia
and sacred meaning, hesitate to pronounce at Adelaide, and New Zealand at Auckland.
aloud, and in doing so place one of their All of these bodies derive their original auhands before the mouth so as to deaden the thority from the Grand Lodges of England
sound. This tri-literal name of God, which and Ireland, and the Lodges work in the
York Rite.
is as sacred among the Hindus as the Tetragrammatam is among the Jews, is comAustria. Freemasonry was introduced
posed of three Sanskrit letters, sounding into Austria, in 1742, by the establishment
AUM. The first letter. A, stands for the at Vienna of the Lodge of the Three
Cannons. But it was broken up by the
Creator the second, U, for the Preserver
and the third, M, for the Destroyer, or government in the following year, and
Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. Benfey, in his thirty of its members were imprisoned for
Sanskrit - English Dictionary, defines the having met in contempt of the authorities.
word as "a particle of reminiscence;" and Maria Theresa was an enemy of the InstiLodges,
this may explain the Brahmanical say- tution, and prohibited it in 1764.
ing, that a Brahman beginning or ending however, continued to meet secretly in
the reading of a part of the Veda or Sacred Vienna and Prague. In 1780, Joseph II.
Books, must always pronounce, to himself, ascended the throne, and under his liberal
is

;

AUM

; for unless that
syllable
recede, his learning will slip away from
im, and unless it follow, nothing will be
long retained.
An old passage in the
Parana says, "All the rites ordained in
the Vedas, the sacrifices to fire, and all
sacred purifications, shall pass away, but
shall never pass away, for
the word
it is the symbol of the Lord of all things."
The word has been indifferently spelled,
O'M, AOM, and
last is evi; but the
dently the most proper, as the second letter
in the Sanskrit alphabet.
is
Aumoiit. Said to have been the successor of Molay as Grand Master, and
hence called the Restorer of the Order of

the syllable

E

AUM

AUM

00 = U

the Templars. There is a tradition, altogether fabulous, however, which states that
he, with seven other Templars, fled, after
the dissolution of the Order, into Scotland,
disguised as Operative Masons, and there
secretly and under another name founded
a new Order and to preserve as much as
possible the ancient name of Templars, as
well as to retain the remembrance of the
clothing of Masons, in which disguise they
;

administration Freemasonry, if not actually encouraged, was at least tolerated, and
many new Lodges were established in Austria, Hungary, Bohemia,
and Transylvania, under the authority of the Grand
Lodge of Germany, in Berlin. Delegates
from these Lodges met at Vienna in 1784,
and organized the Grand Lodge of Austria,
electing the Count of Dietrichstein, Grand
Master. The attempt of the Grand Lodge
at Berlin to make tnis a Provincial Grand
Lodge was successful for only a short time,
and in 1785 the Grand Lodge of Austria
again proclaimed its independence.
During the reign of Joseph II., Austrian
Masonry was prosperous. Notwithstanding
the efforts of its enemies, the monarch
could never be persuaded to prohibit it. But
in 1785 he was induced to issue instructions by which the number of the Lodges
was reduced, so that not more than three
were permitted to exist in each city; and he
ordered that a list of the members and a
note of the times of meeting of each Lodge
should be annually delivered to the magistrates.

AUTHENTIC

AZAEIAH

On the death of Joseph, he was succeeded by Francis II., who yielded to the
machinations of the anti-Masons, and dissolved the Lodges. In 1801, he issued a
decree which forbade the employment of
any one in the public service who was attached to any secret society. Austria has
since been closed to Freemasonry, and its
Institution has now no recognized existence

similar ceremony in Freemasonry is called
the Rite of Intrusting. See Mysteries.

there.

Autlientic. Formerly, in the science
of Diplomatics, ancient manuscripts were
termed authentic when they were originals,
and in opposition to copies. But in modern times the acceptation of the word has
been enlarged, and it is now applied to in-
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Auxiliary Degrees. According to
Oliver, (iandra.jii. 345,) the SupremeCouncil of France, in addition to the thirtythree regular degrees of the Rite, confers six
others, which he calls " Auxiliary Degrees."
They

are, 1. Elu de Perignan. 2. Petit
Architect. 3. Grand Architecte, or Compagnon Ecossais. 4. Maitre Ecossais. 5.
Knight of the East. 6. Knight Rose Croix.
I cannot trace Oliver's authority for this
statement, and doubt it, at least as to the
names of the degrees.

Avenue. Forming

avenue

a cere-

is

mony sometimes

practised in the lower destruments which, although they may be grees, but more generally in the higher
copies, bear the evidence of having been ones, on certain occasions of paying honors
executed by proper authority. So of the to superior officers. The brethren form in
old records of Masonry, the originals of two ranks facing each other. If the demany have been lost, or at least have not gree is one in which swords are used, these
yet been found. Yet the copies, if they are drawn and elevated, being crossed each
can be traced to unsuspected sources within with the opposite sword. The swords thus
the body of the Craft and show the inter- crossed constitute what is called " the arch
nal marks of historical accuracy, are to be of steel." The person to whom honor is
reckoned as authentic. But if their origin to be paid passes between the opposite
ranks and under the arch of steel.
is altogether unknown, and their statements
or style conflict with the known character
ATignon, Illuminati of. {IlluA Rite instituted by
of the Order at their assumed date, their mines d' Avignon.)
Pernetti at Avignon, in France, in 1770,
authenticity is to be doubted or denied.
Authenticity of the Scriptures. and transferred in the year 1778 to Montbelief in, the authenticity of the Scrip- pellier, under the name of the Academy
tures of the Old and New Testament as a of True Masons. The Academy of Avignon
religious qualification of initiation does not consisted of only four degrees, the three of
constitute one of the laws of Masonry, for symbolic or St. John's Masonry, and a
such a regulation would destroy the uni- fourth called the True Mason, which was
versality of the Institution, and under its made up of instructions, Hermetical and
See Pernetti.
action none but Christians could become Swedenborgian.
See Vouching.
But in 1856 the
eligible for admission.
In law, the judgment proGrand Lodge of Ohio declared "that a
distinct avowal of a belief in the divine nounced by one or more arbitrators, at the
authority of the Holy Scriptures should be request of two parties who are at variance.
required of every one who is admitted to " If any complaint be brought " say the
the privileges of Masonry, and that a de- Charges published by Anderson, " the
nial of the same is an offence against the brother found guilty shall stand to the
Institution, calling for exemplary disci- award and determination of the Lodge."

A

Avonchment.
Award.

pline."
It is hardly necessary to say that
the enunciation of this principle met with
the almost universal condemnation of the
Grand Lodges and Masonic jurists of this
country. The Grand Lodge of Ohio subsequently repealed the regulation. In 1857,
the Grand Lodge of Texas adopted a similar resolution but the general sense of the
Fraternity has rejected all religious tests
except a belief in God.
Autopsy. (Greek, avrofia, a seeing with
;

one's

own

eyes.)

The complete communica-

tion of the secrets in the Ancient Mysteries,

when the aspirant was admitted into the
sacellum, or most sacred place, and was invested by the hierophant with all the aporrheta, or sacred things, which constituted
the perfect knowledge of the initiate.

A

N

7

Ayes and

IVoes. It is not according
Masonic usage to call for the ayes and
noes on any question pending before a

to

Lodge.

Aynon.

Aynon, Agnon, Ajuon, and

are all used in the old manuscript Constitutions for one whom they call the son of
the king of Tyre, but it is evidently meant
Each of these words is
for Hiram Abif

Dyon

most probably a corruption of the Hebrew
or Lord, so that the reference would
clearly be to Adon Hiram or Adoniram, with
whom Hiram was often confounded a confusion to be found in later times in the
Adonhiramite Rite.
Azariah. The old French rituals have
Azarias. A name in the high degrees signifying. Helped of Ood.

Adon

;

BABYLON

BAAL
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B.
Sx3. He was the chief
the Phoenicians, the Caand the Babylonians. The word

Baal. Hebrew,
divinity
naanites,

among

Hebrew

lord or master.
It was
among the orientalists a comprehensive
term, denoting divinity of any kind without reference to class or to sex. The Sabaists understood Baal as the sun, and Baalim,
in the plural, were the sun, moon, and stars,
" the host of heaven." Whenever the Issignifies in

made one of their almost periodideflections to idolatry, Baal seems to
have been the favorite idol to whose worraelites

cal

ship they addicted themselves. Hence he
became the especial object of denunciation
with the prophets. Thus, in 1 Kings (xviii.,)
we see Elijah showing, by practical demonstration, the difference between Baal and

Jehovah. The idolaters, at his instigation,
called on Baal, as their sun-god, to light the
fire, fi-om morning until noon,
because at noon he had acquired his greatAnd after noon, no fire havest intensity.
ing been kindled on the altar, they began
-to cry aloud, and to cut themselves in token
of mortification, because as the sun descended there was no hope of his help. But
Elijah, depending on Jehovah, made his
sacrifice towards sunset, to show the greatest contrast between Baal and the true God.
And when the people saw the fire come
down and consume the offering, they acknowledged the weakness of their idol, and
falling on their faces cried out, Jehovah hu
hahelohim
" Jehovah, he is the God."
And Hosea afterwards promises the people
that they shall abandon their idolatry, and
that he would take away from them the
Shemoth hahbaalim, the names of the Baalim, so that they should be no more remembered by their names, and the people should
in that day " know. Jehovah."
Hence we see that there was an evident
antagonism in the orthodox Hebrew mind
between Jehovah and Baal. The latter was,
however, worshipped by the Jews, whenever they became heterodox, and by all the
Oriental or Shemitic nations as a supreme
divinity, representing the sun in some of
his modifications as the ruler of the day.
In Tyre, Baal was the sun, and Ashtaroth,
the moon. Baalpeor, the lord of priapism,
was the sun represented as the generative
principle of nature, and identical with the
phallus of other religions. Baal-gad was
the lord of the multitude, {of stars,) that is,
the sun as the chief of the heavenly host.
In brief, Baal seems to have been wherever
his cultus was established, a development
or form of the old sun worship.
Babel. In Hebrew, ^33 which the

sacrificial

—

;

writer of Genesis connects with SSa, balal,
" to confound," in reference to the confusion of tongues but the true derivation is
"
"
gate of
;

El
probably from BAB-EL, the
or the "gate of God," because perhaps a
temple was the first building raised by the
primitive nomads. It is the name of that
celebrated tower attempted to be built on
the plains of Shinar, A. M. 1775, about one
hundred and forty years after the deluge,
and which, Scripture informs us, was destroyed by a special interposition of the
Almighty. The Noachite Masons date the
commencement of their order from this destruction, and much traditionary information on this subject is preserved in the
At
degree of "Patriarch Noachite."
Babel, Oliver says that what has been
called Spurious Freemasonry took its origin. That is to say, the people there abandoned the worship of the true God, and by
their dispersion lost all knowledge of his
existence, and of the principles of truth

Hence
is founded.
that the rituals speak of the lofty tower
of Babel as the place where language was
See Oman.
confounded and Masonry lost.
This is the theory first advanced by Anderson in his Constitutions^ and subsequently developed more extensively^ by Dr.
Oliver in all his works, but especially in
his Landmarks.
As history, the doctrine is
of no value, for it wants the element of
authenticity.
But in a symbolic point of
view it is highly suggestive. If the tower
of Babel represents the profane world of
ignorance and darkness, and the threshingfloor of Oman the Jebusite is the symbol
of Freemasonry, because the Solomonic
Temple, of which it was the site, is the prototype of the spiritual temple which Masons are erecting, then we can readily
understand how Masonry and the true use
of language is lost in one and recovered in
the other, and how the progress of the candidate in his initiation may properly be
compared to the progress of truth from the
confusion and ignorance of the Babel
builders to the perfection and illumination
of the temple builders, which temple builders all Freemasons are. And so, when
in the ritual the neophyte, being asked
" whence he comes and whither is he
travelling," replies, " from the lofty tower
upon which Masonry
it is

of Babel, where language was confounded
and Masonry lo.st, to the threshing-floor of
Oman the Jebusite, where language was
restored and Masonry found," the questions and answers become intelligible
this symbolic point of view.

Babylon.

The

ancient

from

capital of

BABYLON

BACON

Chaldea, situated on both aides of the Euphrates, and once the most magnificent
It was here
city of the ancient world.
that, upon the destruction of Solomon's
Temple by Nebuchadnezzar in the year of
the world 3394, the Jews of the tribes of
Judah and Benjamin, who were the inhabitants of Jerusalem, were conveyed and
detained in captivity for seventy-two years,
until Cyrus, king of Persia, issued a decree
for restoring them, and permitting them to
rebuild their temple, under the superintendence of Zerubbabel, the Prince of the
Captivity, and with the assistance of Joshua
the High Priest and Haggai the Scribe.
Babylon the Great, as the prophet Dan-

was situated four hundred and
seventy-five miles in a nearly due east diIt stood in the
rection from Jerusalem.
midst of a large and fertile plain on each
side of the river Euphrates, which ran
through it from north to south. It was
surrounded with walls which were eightyseven feet thick, three hundred and fifty in
height, and sixty miles in compass. These
were all built of large bricks cemented
together with bitumen. Exterior to the
walls was a wide and deep trench lined
with the same material. Twenty-five gates
on each side, made of solid brass, gave
admission to the city. From each of these
gates proceeded a wide street fifteen miles
in length, and the whole was separated by
means of other smaller divisions, and contained six hundred and seventy-six squares,
each of which was two miles and a quarter
in circumference.
Two hundred and fifty
towers placed upon the walls afforded the
means of additional strength and protection.
Within this immense circuit were to
iel calls it,

be found palaces and temples and other
edifices of the utmost magnificence, which
have caused the wealth, the luxury, and
splendor of Babylon to become the favorite
theme of the historians of antiquity, and
which compelled the prophet Isaiah, even
while denouncing its downfall, to speak of
it as " the glory of kingdoms, the beauty
of the Chaldees' excellency."
Babylon, which, at the time of the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem, constituted a part of the Chaldean empire, was
subsequently taken, B. 0. 638, after a siege
of two years, by Cyrus, king of Persia.

Babylon, Bed Cross
name

for

which

see.

of. Another
the degree of Babylonish Pass,

in
in

Commanderies of Knights
America as a preparatory

degree.

Back. Freemasonry, borrowing its
symbols from every source, has not neglected to make a selection of certain parts
of the human body. From the back an

important lesson
developed

derived, which is fitin the third degree.
Hence, in reference to this symbolism,
Oliver says " It is a duty incumbent on
every Mason to support a brother's character in his absence equally as though he
were present not to revile him behind his
is

tingly

:

;

it to be done by others,
without using every necessary attempt to
prevent it." And Hutchinson, referring to
the same symbolic ceremony, says " The
most material part of that brotherly love
which should subsist among Masons is that
of speaking well of each other to the
world; more especially it is expected of
every member of this Fraternity that he
should not traduce a 'orother. Calumny

back, nor suffer

:

and slander are detestable crimes against
Nothing can be viler than to tra-

society.

duce a man behind his back ; it is like the
villany of an assassin who has not virtue
enough to give his adversary the means of
self-defence, but, lurking in darkness, stabs
him whilst he is unarmed and unsuspicious
of an enemy." See Five Points of Fellowship.

Bacon, Francis. .Baron of Veru1am, commonly called Lord Bacon. Nicolai thinks that a great impulse was exercised
upon the early history of Freemasonry by
the New Atlantis of Lord Bacon. In this
learned romance Bacon supposes that a
vessel lands on an unknown island, called
Bensalem, over which a certain King Solomon reigned in days of yore. This king
had a large establishment, which was
called the House of Solomon, or the college
of the workmen of six days, namely, the
days of the creation. He afterwards describes the immense apparatus which was
there employed in physical researches.
There were, says he, deep grottoes and
towers for the successful observation of
certain phenomena of nature; artificial
mineral waters large buildings, in which
meteors, the wind, thunder, and rain were
imitated; extensive botanic gardens entire
fields, in which all kinds of animals were
collected, for the study of their instincts and
habits houses filled with all the wonders
of nature and art a great numberof learned
men, each of whom, in his own country,
had the direction of these things they
made journeys and observations; they wrote,
they collected, they determined results, and
deliberated together as to what was proper
to be published and what concealed.
;

;

;

Babylonisb Captivity.

See Cap-

tivity.

Babylonisb Pass. A
in Scotland

conferred

Templars
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degree given

by the authority of the Grand

Royal Arch Chapter. It is also called the
Red Cross of Babylon, and is almost identical with the Knight of the Red Cross

;

;

:

BACON
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This romance became at once very popand everybody's attention was attracted by tlie allegory of the House of
Solomon. But it also contributed to spread
Bacon's views on experimental knowledge,
ular,

and led afterwards to the institution of the
Royal Society, to which Nicolai attributes
a common object with that of the Society
of Freemasons, established, he says, about
the same time, the difference being only
that one was esoteric and the other exoteric
But the more immediin its instructions.
ate effect of the romance of Bacon was the
institution of the Society of Astrologers, of
which Elias Ashraole was a leading member.

Of

this society Nicolai, in his

wort

on the Origin and History of Bosiorudanism
and Freemasonry, says
"Its object was to build the House of
Solomon, of the New Atlantis, in the
literal sense, but the establishment was
to remain as secret as the island of Bensalem
that is to say, they were to be engaged in the study of nature
but the
instruction of its principles was to remain
in the society in an esoteric form. These

of England, as we learn from Ashmole's
Diary, were on terms of intimacy with the
Masons in the seventeenth century.
Bacnlus. The staff of office borne
by the Grand Master of the Templars. In
ecclesiology, baculus is the name given to
the pastoral staff carried by a bishop or an
abbot as the ensign of his dignity and
authority. In pure Latinity, baculus means
a long stick or staff, which was commonly
carried by travellers, by shepherds, or by
infirm and aged persons, and afterwards,
from affectation, by the Greek philosophers.
In early times, this staff, made a little
longer, was carried by kings and persons in
authority, as a mark of distinction, and
was thus the origin of the royal sceptre.
The Christian church, borrowing many of
alluding
its usages from antiquity, and
it is said, to the sacerdotal power
which Christ conferred when he sent the

also,

were the ancient columns of Hermes, by
which lamblichus pretended that he had
enlightened all the doubts of Porphyry.
You then mounted, by several steps, to a
chequered floor, divided into four regions,

apostles to preach, commanding them to
take with them staves, adopted the pastoral staff, to be borne by a bishop, as symbolical of his power to inflict pastoral correction and Darandus says, " By the pastoral staff is likewise understood the authority of doctrine. For by it the infirm
are supported, the wavering are confirmed,
those going astray are drawn to repentance."
Catalin also says, " That the baculus, or
episcopal staff, is an ensign not only of
honor, but also of dignity, power, and pas-

to denote the four superior sciences

toral jurisdiction."

—

—

philosophers
strictly

presented

allegorical

their idea in a
method. First, there

;

after

which came the types of the six days' work,
which expressed the object of the society,
and which were the same as those found on
an engraved stone in my possession. The
sense of all which was this God created
the world, and preserves it by fixed principles, full of wisdom; he who seeks to
know these principles that is to say, the
interior of nature
approximates to God,
and he who thus approximates to God
obtains from his grace the power of commanding nature."
This society, he adds, met at Masons' Hall
in Basinghall Street, because many of its
members were also members of the Masons'
Company, into which they all afterwards
entered and assumed the name of Free and
Accepted Masons, and thus he traces the
origin of the Order to the New Atlantis
and the House of Solomon of Lord Bacon.
It is only a theory, but it seems to throw
some light on that long process of incuba:

—

—

tion which terminated at last, in 1717, in
the production of the Grand Lodge of
England.
The connection of Ashmole
with the Masons is a singular one, and has
led to some controversy. The views of
Nicolai, if not altogether correct, may
suggest the possibility of an explanation.
Certain it is that the eminent astrologers

;

Honorius, a writer of the twelfth cenhis treatise l>e Oemma Animce.
tWs pastoral staff the names both

tury, in
gives to

of baculus and virga.
Thus he says,
" Bishops bear the staff (baculum), that by
their teaching they may strengthen the
weak in their faith and they carry the
rod (virgam), that by their power they may
correct the unruly." And this is strikingly
similar to the language used by St. Bernard
in the JRule which he drew up for the
government of the Templars. In Art. Ixviii.,
he says, " the Master ought to hold the
staff and the rod [baculum et virgam) in his
hand, that is to say the staff (baculum), that
he may support the infirmities of the weak,
and the rod (virgam), that he may with- the
zeal of rectitude strike down the vices of
delinquents."
The transmission of episcopal ensigns
from bishops to the heads of ecclesiastical
associations was not difficult in the Middle
Ages and hence it afterwards became one
of the insignia of abbots, and the heads of
confraternities connected with the Church,
as a token of the possession of powers of
;

;

ecclesiastical jurisdiction,
Now, as the Papal bull,

Omne datum Optimum, invested the Grand Master of the
Templars with almost episcopal jurisdiction

:

BACULUS

BADGE

over the priests of Ms Order, he bore the
baculus, or pastoral staff, as a mark of that
jurisdiction, and thus it became a part of
the Grand Master's insignia of office.
The bacillus of the bishop, the abbot, and
the confraternities, was not precisely the
same in form. The earliest episcopal staff
terminated in a globular knob, or a tau
This was, however, soon replaced
cross.
by the simple-curved termination, which
resembles and is called a crook, in allusion
to that used by shepherds to draw back and
recall the sheep of their flock which have
gone astray, thus symbolizing the expression of Christ, " I am the good Shepherd,
and know my sheep, and am known of

which is a cross of the Order, surmounting
an orb or globe." {8tat. xxviii., art. 358.)
But of all these names, baculus is the one
more commonly used by writers to designate the Templar pastoral staff.
In the year 1859 this staff of office was
first adopted at Chicago by the Templars
of the United States, during the Grand
Mastership of Sir William B. Hubbard.
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But, unfortunately, at that time it received
the name of abacus, a misnomer, which has
continued to the present day, on the authority of a literary blunder of Sir Walter Scott,
so that it has fallen to the lot of American
Masons to perpetuate,, in the use of this
word, an error of the great novelist, resulting from his too careless writing, at which
mine."
The baculus of the abbot does not differ he would himself have been the first to
in form from that of a bishop, but as the smile, had his attention been called to it.
Abacus, in mathematics, denotes an inbishop carries the curved part of his staff
pointing forward, to show the extent of his strument or table used for calculation, and
episcopal jurisdiction, so the abbot carries in architecture an ornamental part of a
his pointing backward, to signify that his column; but it nowhere, in English or
authority is limited to his monastery.
Latin, or any known language, signifies
The baculi, or staves of the confraterni- any kind of a staff.
Sir Walter Scott, who, undoubtedly was
ties, were surmounted by small tabernacles,
with images or emblems, on a sort of carved thinking of baculus, in the hurry of the mocap, having reference to the particular guild ment and a not improbable confusion of
or confraternity by whom they were borne. words and thoughts, wrote abacus, when, in
The baculus of the Knights Templars, his novel of Ivanhoe, he describes the Grand
which was borne by the Grand Master as Master, Lucas Beaumanoir,as bearing in his
the ensign of his office, in allusion to his hand "that singular abacus, or staff office,"
quasi episcopal jurisdiction, is described committed a very gross, but not very
and delineated in Munter, Burnes, Addi- uncommon, literary blunder, of a kind that
son, and all the other authorities, as a staff, is quite familiar to those who are converon the top of which is an octagonal figure, sant with the results of rapid composition,
surmounted with a cross patee. The cross, where the writer often thinks of one word
of course, refers to the Christian character and writes another.
of the Order, and the octagon alludes, it is
Baden. Freemasonry was introduced
said, to the eight beatitudes of our Saviour at an early period into the Grand Duchy
in his Sermon on the Mount.
of Baden, and was for a long time popular.
The pastoral staff is variously designated, An electoral decree in 1785 abolished all
by ecclesiastical writers, as virga, ferulu, secret societies, and the Masons suspended
eambutta, eroda, and pedum. From erocia, their labors. These were revived in 1805,
whose root is the Latin erux, and the Italian by the establishment of a new Lodge, and
croee, a cross, we get the English crazier.
eventually, in 1809, of the Grand Orient of
Pedum, another name of the baculus, sig- Baden at Manheim. In 1813, the meetings
nifies, in pure Latinity, a shepherd's crook,
were again prohibited by Grand Ducal auand thus strictly carries out the symbolic thority. In 1846 and 1847, by the liberality
idea of a pastoral charge. Hence, looking of the sovereign, the Masons were perto the pastoral jurisdiction of the Grand mitted to resume their labors, and three
Master of the Templars, his staff of office Lodges were formed, namely, at Manheim,
is described under the title of "pedum maCarlsruhe, and Breiburg, which united with
gisirale seu patriarchale," that is, a " ma- the Grand Lodge of Bayreuth.
mark, sign, token, or thing,
gisterial or patriarchal staff," in the Statuta
Badge.
CommilitonumOrdinis Templi," or the " Stat- says Webster, by which a person is disutes of the Fellow-soldiers of the Order tinguished in a particular place or employof the Temple," as a part of the investi- ment, and designating his relation to a
It is
ture of the Grand Master, in the following person or to a particular occupation.
in heraldry the same thing as a cognizance:
words
"Pedum magistrak seu patriarchale, au- thus,thefollowers and retainers of the house
reum, in cacumine cuius crux Ordinis super of Percy wore a silver crescent as a badge
orbem exaltatur;" that is, "a magisterial of their connection with that family; the
or patriarchal staff of gold, on the top of white lion borne on the left arm was the

A
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badge of the house of Howard, Earl of
Surrey; the red rose that of the house of
Lancaster; and the white rose, of York.
So the apron, formed of white lambskin, is
worn by the Freemason as a badge of his
profession and a token of his connection
with the Fraternity. See Apron.
Badge of a Mason. The lambskin
apron is so called. See Apron.
Badge, Royal Arcli. The Eoyal
Arch badge is the triple tau, which see.
Bafomet. See Baphomet.

Bag. The insignia, in the Grand
Lodge of England, of the Grand Secretary.
Thus Preston, describing a form of Masonic
procession, says: "The Grand Secretary,
with his bag." The bag is supposed to contain the seal of the Grand Lodge, of which
the Grand Secretary is the custodian and
the usage is derived from that of the Lord
;

Chancellors preserving the Great Seal of
the kingdom in a richly embroidered bag.
also existed in America many
years ago, and Dalcho, in his Ahiman
Eezon of South Carolina, published in
1807, gives a form of procession, in which
he describes the Grand Secretary with his
bag. In 1729, Lord Kingston, being Grand
Master, provided at his own cost " a fine
velvet bag for the Secretary."
significant word in the
Bagllikal.
high degrees. Lenning says it is a corruption of the Hebrew Begoal-kol, "all is
revealed."
Pike says, Bagulkol, with a
similar reference to a revelation. Rockwell gives in his MS., Bekalkel, without any
meaning. The old rituals interpret as signifying "the faithful guardian of the
sacred ark," a derivation clearly fanciful.

The custom

A

Bahrdt, Karl Friederlcb.
German

A

doctor of theology, who was born,
in 1741, at Bischofswerda, and died in
1792.
He is described by one of his biographers as being " notorious alike for his
bold infidelity and for his evil life." I
know not why Thory and Lenning have
given his name a place in their vocabularies, as his literary labors bore no relation to Freemasonry, except inasmuch as
that he was a Mason, and that in 1787, with
several other Masons, he founded at Halle
a secret society called the " German Union,"
or the " Two and Twenty," in reference to
the original number of its members. The
object of this society was said to be the enlightenment of mankind. It was dissolved
in 1790, by the imprisonment of its founder
for having written a libel against the Prussian Minister Woellner. It is incorrect to
call this system of degree a Masonic Rite.
See Oerman Union.
Baldachin. In architecture, a canopy
supported by pillars over an insulated altar.
In Masonry, it has been applied by some

writers to the

canopy over the Master's

The German Masons

give this
covering of the Lodge, and
reckon it therefore among the symbols.
portion of military
Baldrick.
dress, being a scarf passing from the
shoulder over the breast to the hip. In
the dress regulations of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the
United States, adopted in 1862, it is called
a "scarf," and is thus described: "Five
inches wide in the whole, of white bordered
with black, one inch on either side, a strip
of navy lace one-fourth of an inch wide at
the inner edge of the black. On the front
centre of the scarf, a metal star of nine
points, in allusion to the nine founders of
the Temple Order, inclosing the Passion
Cross, surrounded by the Latin motto, In
hoc signo vinces ' the star to be three
and three-quarter inches in diameter. The
scarf to be worn from the right shoulder
to the left hip, with the ends extending six
inches below the point of intersection."
II. The successor of Godfrey of Bouillon as king of Jerusalem.
In
his reign the Order of Knights Templars
was instituted, to whom he granted a place
of habitation within the sacred inclosure
of the Temple on Mount Moriah. He bestowed on the Order other marks of favor,
and, as its patron, his name has been retained in grateful remembrance, and often
adopted as a name of Commanderies of
chair.

name

to the

A

'

;

Baldwyn

Masonic Templars.

Baldwyn

Encampment.

An

original Encampment of Knights Templars
at Bristol, in England, said to have been
established from time immemorial, and refusing to recognize the authority of the

Grand Conclave of England. Four other
Encampments of the same character are
said to have existed in London, Bath, York,
and Salisbury. From a letter written by
Davyd W. Nash, Esq., a prominent member of the Bristol Encampment, in 1853,
and from a circular issued by the body in
1857, 1 derive the following information.
The Order of Knights Templars had existed in Bristol from time immemorial,
and the Templars had large possessions in
that ancient city. About the beginning of
this century, Bro. Henry Smith introduced
from France .three degrees of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite, which, with the degree

of Rose Croix, long previously connected
with the Encampment, were united with
the Templar degrees into an Order called
the Royal Order of Knighthood, so that the
Encampment conferred the following seven
degrees: 1. Masonic Knight Templar; 2.
Knight of St. John of Jerusalem 3. Knight
of Palestine; 4. Knight of Rhodes; 5.
Knight of Malta; 6. Knight Rose Croix
;

:

:

;
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of Heredom; 7. Grand Elected Kniglit
of Kadosh.
candidate ibr admission
must be a Royal Arch Mason ; but the degrees are not necessarily taken in the order
in which they have been named, the candidate being permitted to commence at any

should be treated with the consideration it
is believed they deserve." *
In 1857 the Baldwyn Encampments at
Bristol and Bath sought a reconciliation
with the Grand Conclave of England, but
were repulsed and consequently in the same
year they established or, to use their own
word, "revived" the "Ancient Supreme

A

point.

Nash gives the following account of the
nature of the difficulties with the Grand
Conclave of England
"The Duke of Sussex having been ina Knight Templar at Paris, I beby Sir Sidney Smith, then Grand
Master, was created Grand Master of the
Knights Templars in England. From some
cause or other, he never would countenance
stalled

lieve

the Christian degrees connected with Masonry, and would not permit a badge of one
of these degrees to be worn in a Craft
Lodge. In London, of course, he ruled
supreme, and the meetings of Knights
Templars there, if they continued at all,
were degraded to the mere level of publichouse meetings. On the death of the Lube
of Sussex, it was resolved to rescue the
Order from its degraded position, and the
Grand Conclave of England was formed,
some of the officers of the Duke of Sussex's
original Encampment, which he held once,
and I believe, once only, being then alive.
" In the meantime, of the three original
Encampments of England, the genuine
representatives of the Knights of the Temple,
two bad expired, those of Bath and
York, leaving Bristol the sole relic of the
Order, with the exception of the Encampments that had been created in various parts
of the country, not holding under any
legitimate authority, but raised by knights
who had, I believe, without exception, been
created in the Encampment of Baldwyn,

—

—
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;

Grand and Royal Encampment of Masonic
Knights Templars," with a constituency of
seven bodies, and elected Nash, Grand
Master. But this body did not have a long
or a prosperous existence, and in 1860 the
" Camp of Baldwyn " surrendered its independence, and was recognized as a constituent, but with immemorial existence, of
the Grand Conclave of England and Wales.
Balkis. The name given by the orientalists to the Queen of Sheba, who visited
King Solomon, and of whom they relate a
crowd of fables. See Sheba, Queen of.
Ballot. In the election of candidates,
Lodges have recourse to a ballot of white
and black balls. Unanimity of choice, in
this case, is always desired and demanded
one black ball only being required to reject
a candidate. This is an inherent privilege
not subject to dispensation or interference
of the Grand Lodge, because as the Old
Charges say, " The members of a particular
Lodge are the best judges of it; and because, if a turbulent member should be imposed upon them, it might spoil their
harmony or hinder the freedom of their
communications, or even break and disperse the Lodge, which ought to be avoided
by all true and faithful."
In balloting for a candidate

for initiation,

every member is expected to vote. No one
can be excused from sharing the responsibility of admission or rejection, except by
the unanimous consent of the Lodge.
at Bristol.
" Under these circumstances the Knights Where a member has himself no personal
of Baldwyn felt that their place was at the or acquired knowledge of the qualifications
head of the Order; and though willing for of the candidate, he is bound to give faith
the common good to submit to the autho- to the recommendation of his brethren of
rity of Col. Tynte or any duly elected the reporting committee, who, he is to preGrand Master, they could not yield prece- sume, would not make a fa.vorable report on
dence to the Encampment of Observance, the petition of an unworthy applicant.
The most correct usage in balloting for
(the original Encampment of the Duke of
Sussex,) derived from a foreign and spuri- candidates is as follows
The committee of investigation having
ous source, the so-called Order of the Temple in Paris; nor could they consent to reported favorably, the Master of the
forego the privileges which they held from Lodge directs the Senior Deacon to prepare
an immemorial period, or permit their an- the ballot-box. The mode in which this is
cient and well-established ceremonies, cos- accomplished is as follows: The Senior
tume, and laws to be revised by persons Deacon takes the ballot-box, and, opening
balls infor whose knowledge and judgment they it, places all the white and black
entertained a very reasonable and well- discriminately in one compartment, leaving
grounded want of respect. The Encamp- the other entirely empty. He then proment of Baldwyn, therefore, refused to send
»See letter of Davyd W. Nash to the author
representatives to the Grand Conclave of of An Historical Sketch of the Order of Knights
Templars,
by Theo. S. Gourdin. Charlestou, S.
England, or to acknowledge its authority
in Bristol, until such time as its claims C, 1853, p. '17.

;
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ceeds with the box to the Junior and Senior
Wardens, wlio satisfy themselves by an inspection that no ball has been left in the
compartment in which the votes are to be
deposited. The box in this and the other
instance to be referred to hereafter, is presented to the inferior oflScer first, and then
to his superior, that the examination and
decision of the former may be substantiated
and confirmed by the higher authority of
the latter. Let it, indeed, be remembered,
that in all such cases the usage of Masonic
circumambulation is to be observed, and that,
therefore, we must first pass the Junior's
station before we can get to that of the

one or more black balls, that " the box is
foul in the South."
The Deacon then
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Senior Warden.

These

officers

having thus

satisfied

them-

selves that the box is in a proper condition
for the reception of the ballots, it is then
placed upon the altar by the Senior Deacon,
who retires to his seat. The Master then
directs the Secretary to call the roll, which

done by commencing with the Worshipand proceeding through all the
officers down to the youngest member. As
is

ful Master,

a matter of convenience, the Secretary
generally votes the last of those in the
room, and then, if the Tiler is a member
of the Lodge, he is called in, while the
Junior Deacon tiles for him, and the name
of the applicant having been told him, he
is directed to deposit his ballot, which he
does and then retires.
As the name of each officer and member
is called, he approaches the altar, and having made the proper Masonic salutation to
the Chair, he deposits his ballot and retires
to his seat. The roll should be called slowly, so that at no time should there be more
than one person present at the box, for the
great object of the ballot being secrecy, no
brother should be permitted so near the
member voting as to distinguish the color
of the ball he deposits.
The box is placed on the altar, and the
ballot is deposited with the solemnity of a
Masonic salutation, that the voters may be
duly impressed with the sacred and responsible nature of the duty they are called on
to discharge. The system of voting thus
described,

is,

therefore, far better

on

this

account than that sometimes adopted in
Lodges, of handing round the box for the
members to deposit their ballots from their
seats.

The Master having inquired of the
Wardens if all have voted, then orders the
Senior Deacon to "take charge of the
ballot-box." That officer accordingly repairs to the altar, and taking possession of
the box, carries it, as before, to the Junior
Warden, who examines the ballot, and reports, if all the balls are white, that "the
box is clear in the South," or, if there is

it to the Senior Warden, and afterwards to the Master, who, of course, make

carries

the same report, according to the circumstance, with the necessary verbal variations
of "West" and "East."
If the box is clear
that is, if all the
ballots are white
the Master then announces that the applicant has been duly
elected, and the Secretary makes a record
of the fact. But if the box is foul, the
Master inspects the number of black balls
if he finds only one, he so states the fact
to the Lodge, and orders the Senior Deacon
again to prepare the ballot-box. Here the
same ceremonies are passed through that
have already been described. The balls
are removed into one compartment, the box
submitted to the inspection of the
is
Wardens, it is placed upon the altar, the
roll is called, the memoers advance and
deposit their votes, the box is scrutinized,
sltid the result declared by the Wardens and
Master. If again one black ball be found,
or if two or more appeared on the first
ballot, the Master announces that the petition of the applicant has been rejected,
and directs the usual record to be made by
the Secretary and the notification to be
given to the Grand Lodge.
Balloting for membership or affiliation is
subject to the same rules.
In both cases
" previous notice, one month before," must
"
be given to the Lodge,
due inquiry into
the reputation and capacity of the candidate " must be made, and " the unanimous
consent of all the members then present"
must be obtained. Nor can this unanimity
be dispensed with in one case any more
than it can in the other. It is the inherent
privilege of every Lodge to judge of the
qualifications of its own members, " nor is
tnis inherent privilege subject to a dispen-

—

—

sation."

Ballot-Box. The box in which the
ballots or little balls used in voting for a
candidate are deposited. It should be divided into two compartments, one of which
is to contain both black and white balls, from
which each member selects one, and the
other, which is closed with an aperture, to
receive the ball that

is to be deposited.
Various methods have been devised by
which secrecy may be secured, so that a
voter may select and deposit the ball he
desires without the possibility of its being
seen whether it is black or white. That
now most in use in this country is to have
the aperture so covered by a part of the
box as to prevent the hand from being seen

when the ball is deposited.
Ballot, Reconsideration of the.
See Reconsideration of the Ballot.

BALLOT

BALTIMOKE

Secrecy of the.

Ballot,

The

secrecy of the ballot is as essential to its
perfection as its unanimity or its independence. If the vote were to be given viva
voce, it is impossible that the improper influences of fear or interest should not sometimes be exerted, and timid members be
thus induced to vote contrary to the dictates
of their reason and conscience. Hence, to
secure this secrecy and protect the purity
of choice, it has been wisely established as
a usage, not only that the vote shall in
these cases be taken by a ballot, but that
there shall be no subsequent discussion of

the subject. Not only has no member a
right to inquire how his fellows have voted,
but it is wholly out of order for him to explain his own vote. And the reason of
If one member has a right
this is evident.
to rise in his place and announce that he
deposited a white ball, then every other
member has the same right; and in a
Lodge of twenty members, where an application has been rejected by one black
ball, if nineteen members state that they
did not deposit it, the inference is clear
that the twentieth Brother has done so, and
thus the secrecy of the ballot is at once destroyed.
The rejection having been announced from the Chair, the Lodge should at
once proceed to other business, and it is the
sacred duty of the presiding officer peremp-

and at once to check any rising discussion on the subject. Nothing must be
done to impair the inviolable secrecy of the

torily

was found inconvenient

to

insist

upon

unanimity in several cases and, therefore,
the Grand Masters have allowed the Lodges
to admit a member if not above three ballots are against him
though some Lodges
desire no such allowance."
And accord;

;

ingly, the present constitution of the Grand
Lodge of England, says "
person can
:

made a Mason

No

admitted a member
of a Lodge, if, on the ballot, three black
balls appear against him.
Some Lodges
wish for no such indulgence, but require
the unanimous consent of the members
present some admit one black ball, some
two
the by-laws of each Lodge must,
therefore, guide them in this respect but
if there be three black balls, such person
cannot, on any pretence, be admitted."
be

in or

;

:

;

The Grand Lodge

of Ireland prescribes

unanimity, unless there is a by-law of the
subordinate Lodge to the contrary. The
constitution of Scotland is indefinite on
this subject, simply requiring that the
brethren shall "have expressed themselves
satisfied by ballot in open Lodge," but it
does not say whether the ballot shall be
or not be unanimous. In the continental
Lodges, the modern English regulation prevails.
It is only in the Lodges of the
United States that the ancient rule of

unanimity

is strictly

enforced.

Unanimity in the ballot is necessary to
secure the harmony of the Lodge, which
as seriously impaired

by the ad-

Unanimity of tbe.

Una- mission of a candidate contrary to the
the choice of candidates is con- wishes of one member as of three or more

Ballot,
nimity in

edition of the Constitutions, under the
head of New Regulations, (p. 155,) that "it

may be

ballot.
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;

sidered so essential to the welfare of the
Fraternity, that the Old Regulations have
expressly provided for its preservation in
the following words:

"But no man can be entered a Brother
any particular Lodge, or admitted to be
a member thereof, without the unanimous
consent of all the members of that Lodge
then present when the candidate is proposed, and their consent is formally asked
by the Master; and they are to signify
their consent or dissent in their own prudent way, either virtually or in form, but
with unanimity; nor is this inherent privilege subject to a dispensation because the
members of a particular Lodge are the best
judges of it
and if a fractious member
should be imposed on them, it might spoil
their harmony, or hinder their freedom; or
even break and disperse the Lodge, which
ought to be avoided by all good and true
in

;

;

brethren."
The rule of unanimity here referred to
is, however, applicable only to this country,
in all of whose Grand Lodges it is strictly
enforced. Anderson tells us, in the second

man

has his friends and his influence.
Besides, it is unjust to any member,
however humble he may be, to introduce
among his associates one whose presence
might be unpleasant to him, and whose
admission would probably compel him to
withdraw from the meetings, or even altogether from the Lodge. Neither would
any advantage really accrue to a Lodge by
such a forced admission; for while receiving a new and untried member into its
For
fold, it would be losing an old one.
these reasons, in this country, in every
one of its jurisdictions, the unanimitjr of
the ballot is expressly insisted on and it is
evident, from what has been here said, that
any less stringent regulation is a violation
of the ancient law and usage.
Balsamo, Joseph. See CagKoafro.
for every

;

Baltimore Convention. A Ma-

sonic Congress which met in the city of
Baltimore on the 8th of May, 1843, in
consequence of a recommendation made by
a preceding convention which had met in
Washington city in March, 1842. It consisted of delegates from the States of New

BALUSTER

BANNEKS

Rhode Island, New York,
Maryland, District of Columbia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, Ohio, Missouri,
and Louisiana. Its professed objects were
to produce uniformity of Masonic work and
to recommend such measures as should tend

the devices on these banners are a lion, an
ox, a man, and an eagle ; but the doubt is
constantly arising as to the relation between
these devices and these colors, and as to
which of the former is to be appropriated
The question, it is
to each of the latter.
true, is one of mere ritualism, but it is important that the ritual should be always uniform,
and hence the object of the present article is
to attempt the solution of this question.
The banners used in a Royal Arch Chapter are derived from those which are supposed, to have been borne by the twelve
tribes of Israel during their encampment
in the wilderness, to which reference is
made in the second chapter of the Book of
Numbers, and the second verse " Every
man of the children of Israel shall pitch
But as to what
by his own standard."
were the devices on the banners, or what
were their various colors, the Bible is absolutely silent. To the inventive genius of
the Talmudists are we indebted for all that
we know or profess to know on this subject.
These mystical philosophers have given to
us with wonderful precision the various devices which they have borrowed from the
death-bed prophecy of Jacob, and have
sought, probably in their own fertile imaginations, for the appropriate colors.
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to the elevation of the Order. It continued
in session for nine days, during which time
it

was principally occupied in an attempt

to perfect the ritual, and in drawing up articles for the permanent organization of a

Triennial Masonic Convention of the United
States, to consist of delegates from all the
Grand Lodges. In both of these efforts it
failed, although several distinguished Masons took part in its proceedings; the body
was too small, (consisting, as itdid, of only
twenty-three members,) to exercise any decided popular influence on the Fraternity.
Its plan of a Triennial Convention met with
very general opposition, and its proposed
ritual, familiarly known as the " Baltimore

work," has almost become a myth. Its only
was the preparation and
publication of Moore's Trestle Board, a
Monitor which has, however, been adopted
only by a limited number of American
Lodges. The "Baltimore work" did not
practical result

materially differ from that originally established by Webb. Moore's Trestle Board professes to be an exposition of its monitorial

Eart a statement which, however, is denied
y Dr. Dove, who was the President of the
Convention, and the controversy on this
point at the time between these two eminent Masons was conducted with too much
;

bitterness.

The English Royal Arch Masons, whose
system diners very much from that of their
American Companions, display in their
Chapters the twelve banners of the tribes
in accordance with the Talmudic devices
and colors. Th^ese have been very elabo-

A

Balza«, liOuis Cliarles. A French
architect of some celebrity, and member of
the Institute of Egypt. He founded the
Lodge of the Great Sphinx at Paris. He was
also a poet of no inconsiderable merit, and
was the author of many Masonic canticles
in the French language, among them the

hymn

entitled,

"Taisom nous,

plus de bruit," the music of which was composed by M. Riguel. He died March 31,
1820, at which time he was inspector of the
public works in the prefecture of the Seine.

Banners, Boyal Arch.

Much

has been experienced by ritualists
in reference to the true colors and proper
arrangements of the banners used in an
American Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.
It is admitted that they are four in number,
difficulty

and that their
let and white

colors are blue, purple, scarand it is known, too, that

;

by Dr. Oliver, in his HisLandmarks, and beautifully exemby Companion Harris, in his koyal

rately described
torical

small column or pilaster,
Baluster.
corruptly called a bannister; in French,
balustre. Borrowing the architectural idea,
the Scottish Rite Masons apply the word
baluster to any official circular or other
document issuing from a Supreme Council.

well-known

:

plified

Arch Tracing Boards.
But our American Royal Arch Masons,
as we have seen, use only four banners,
being those attributed by the Talmudists to
the four principal tribes
Judah, Eph-

—

raim, Reuben, and Dan. The devices on
these banners are respectively a lion, an ox,
a man, and an eagle. As to this there is
no question all authorities, such as they
are, agreeing on this point.
But, as has
been_ before said, there is some diversity of
opinion as to the colors of each, and necessarily as to the officers by whom they should
be borne.
Some, of the Targumists, or Jewish biblical commentators, say that the color of the
banner of each tribe was analogous to that
of the stone which represented that tribe in
the breastplate of the high priest. If this
were correct, then the colors of the banners
of the four leading tribes would be red and
green, namely, red for Judah, Ephraim,
and Reuben, and green for Dan; these
being the colors of the precious stones sardonyx, ligure, carbuncle, and chrysolite,
;

;:

:

BANQUET

BAPTISM

by whicli these tribes were represented in
the high priest's breastplate.
Such an
arrangement would not, of course, at all
suit the symbolism of the American Eoyal
Arch banners.
Equally unsatisfactory is the disposition
of the colors derived from the arms of speculative Masonry, as first displayed by Dermott in his Ahiman Bezon, which is familiar to all American Masons, from the
copy published by Cross, in his Hieroglyphic
In this piece of blazonry, the two
Chart.
occupied by Judah and Dan are azure,
or blue, and those of Ephraim and Reuben
are or, or golden yellow an appropriation
of colors altogether uncongenial with Royal
fields

;

Arch symbolism.

We

must, then, depend on the Talmudic
writers solely for the disposition and arrangement of the colors and devices of these
banners. From their works we learn that
the color of the banner of Judah was white
that of Ephraim scarlet; that of Eeuben
purple and that of Dan blue ; and that the
devices of the same tribes were respectively
the lion, the ox, the man, and the eagle.
;

—

Hence, under this arrangement
and it
the only one upon which we can depend
the four banners in a Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons, working in the American
Rite, must be distributed as follows among
the banner-bearing officers
This
1st. An eagle, on a blue banner.
represents the tribe of Dan, and is borne
by the Grand Master of the first veil.
This
2d. A man, on a purple banner.
represents the tribe of Reuben, and is borne
by the Grand Master of the second veil.
This
3d. An ox, on a scarlet banner.
represents the tribe of Ephraim, and is borne
by the Grand Master of the third veil.
This
4th. A lion, on a white banner.
represents the tribe of Judah, and is borne
is

—

by the Royal Arch Captain.

,

Banquet.

See Table-Lodge.
Bapbomet. The imaginary idol, or,
rather, symbol, which the Knights Templars were accused of employing in their
mystic rights.
The forty-second of the
'

charges preferred against them by Pope
Clement is in these words " Item quod
ipsi per singulas provincias habeant idola
videlicet capita quorum aliqua habebant
tres facies, et alia unura et aliqua cranium
humanum habebant." Also, that in all of
the provinces they have idols, namely,
heads, of which some had three faces, some
one, and some had a human skull. Von
Hammer, a bitter enemy of the Templars,
in his book entitled. The Mystery of Baphomet Revealed, (see Hammer,] revived this
old accusation, and attached to the BaphHe deomet an impious signification.
rived the name from the Greek words ^afn,
:

:

and
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wisdom, and thence suprepresented the aduiissiou of
the initiated into the secret mysteries of
the Order. From this gratuitous assumption he deduces his theory, set forth even
in the very title of his work, that the Templars were convicted, by their own monuments, of being guilty as Gnostics and
Ophites, of apostasy, idolatry, and impurity.
Of this statement he offers no other
historical testimony than the Articles of
Accusation, themselves devoid of proof,
but through which the Templars were
made the victims of the jealousy of the
pope and the avarice of the king of France.
Others again have thought that they
could find in Baphomet a corruption of
Mahomet, and hence they have asserted
that the Templars had been perverted from
their religious faith by the Saracens, with
whom they had so much intercourse, sometimes as foes and sometimes as friends.
Nicolai, who wrote an Essay on the Acousations brought against the Templars, published
at Berlin, in 1782, supposes, but doubtingly,
that the figure of the Baphomet, "figura
Baffometi," which was depicted on a bust
representing the Creator, was nothing else
but the Pythagorean pentagon, the symbol
of health and prosperity, borrowed by the
Templars from the Gnostics, who in turn
had obtained it from the School of Pythagbaptism,

posed that

jj.'Iitiq,

it

oras.

King, in his learned work on the Gnosthinks that the Baphomet may have
been a symbol of the Manicheans, with
whose wide-spreading heresy in the Middle
Ages he does not doubt that a large portion
tics,

of the inquiring spirits of the Temple had

been intoxicated.

Amid these conflicting views, all merely
speculative, it will not be uncharitable or
unreasonable to suggest that the Baphomet,
or skull of the ancient Templars, was, like
the relic of their modern Masonic representatives, simply an impressive symbol teaching the lesson of mortality, and that the latter has really been derived from the former.

Baptism, Masonic. The term "Masonic Baptism " has been recently applied
in this country by some authorities to that
ceremony which is used in certain of the
high degrees, and which, more properly,
It has
should be called "Lustration."
been objected that the use of the term is
calculated to give needless offence to scrupulous persons who might suppose it to be
an imitation of a Christian sacrament.
But, in fact, the Masonic baptism has no
allusion whatsoever, either in form or deIt
sign, to the sacrament of the Church.
is simply a lustration or purification by
water, a ceremony which was common to
See Lustration.
all the ancient initiations.

"

:

A

Bard.

of great dignity and

title

among

the ancient Britons,
which was conferred only upon men of
distinguished rank in society, and who
It was the third or
filled a sacred olBce.
lowest of the three degrees into which
Druidism was divided. See Druidiam.
Bastard. The question of the ineligibility of bastards to be made Freemasons
was first brought to the attention of the
Craft by Brother Chalmers T. Pattou,
who, in several articles in The London Freemason, in 1869, contended that they were
excluded from initiation by the Ancient
Eegulations. Subsequently, in his compilation entitled Freemasonry audits Jurisprudence, published in 1872, he cites several of
theOlu Constitutions as explicitly declaring
that the men made Masons shall be " no

importance

bastards." This is a most unwarrantable
interpolation not to be justified in any
for on a careful
writer on jurisprudence
;

examination of all the old manuscript
copies which have been published, no
such words are to be found in any one of
them. As an instance of this literary disingenuousness, (to use no harsher term,) I
cjuote the following from his work, (p. 60 ;)
' The charge in this second edition [of Anderson's Constitutions] is in the following
'
unmistakable words
The men made Masons must be freeborn, no bastard, (or no
bondmen,) of mature age and of good report, hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered at the time of their making.'
Now, with a copy of this second edition
lying open before me, I find the passage thus
printed: "The men made Masons must be
Ireebora, (or no bondmen,) of mature age
and of good report, hale and sound, not
deformed or dismembered at the time of
their making."
The words "no bastard"
:

are Patton's interpolation.
Again, Patton quotes from Preston the
Ancient Charges at makings,in these words
" That he that be made be able in all degrees that is, freeborn, of a good kindred,
true, and no bondsman or bastard, and that
he have his right limbs as a man ought to
;

have."

But on
and

referring to Preston, (edition of
subsequent editions,) we find
the passage to be correctly thus : " That he
that be made be able in all degrees ; that is,
freeborn, of a good kindred, true, and no
bondsman, and that he have his limbs as a

1775,
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all

man ought

to have."

Positive law authorities should not be

thus cited, not merely carelessly, but with
designed inaccuracy to support a theory.
But although there is no regulation in
the Old Constitutions which explicitly prohibits the initiation of bastards, it niay be
implied from their language that such pro-

hibition did exist. Thus, in all the old
manuscripts, we find such expressions as
these: he that shall be made a Mason
" must be freeborn and of good kindred,"
(Sloane MS.,)^or "come of good kindred,"
(Edinburgh Kilwinning MS.,) or, as the

Roberts MS. more definitely has
honest parentage."

it,

"of

It is not, I therefore think, to be doubted
that formerly bastards were considered as
ineligible for initiation, on the same principle that they were, as a degraded class,
excluded from the priesthood in the Jewish and the primitive Christian church.
But the more liberal spirit of modern times
has long since made the law obsolete, because it is contrary to the principles of justice to punish a misfortune as if it was a
crime.

Barefeet.

See Discalceaiion.

Barruel,

All>I>^. Augustin Barruel,
generally known as the Abb6 Barruel, who
was born, October 2, 1741, at Villeneuve de
Berg, in France, and who died October 5,
1820, was an implacable enemy of Freemasonry.
was a prolific writer, but
owes his reputation principally to the
Hiswork entitled Mimoires pour servir
toire du Jacobinisme, 4 vols., 8vo, published
in London in 1797. In this work he charges
the Freemasons with revolutionary principles in politics and with infidelity in religion.
He seeks to trace the origin of the
Institution first to those ancient heretics
the Manicheans, and through them to the
Templars, against whom he revives the old

He

aV

accusations of Philip the Fair and Clement
the Fifth. His theory of the Templar origin of Masonry is thus expressed (ii. 377).
" Your whole school and all your Lodges are
derived from the Templars. After the extinction of their Order, a certain number
of guilty knights, having escaped the proscription, united for the preservation of
their horrid mysteries.
To their impious
code they added the vow of vengeance
against the kings and priests who destroyed
their Order, ana against all religion which

anathematized their dogmas. They made
adepts, who should transmit from generation to generation the same mysteries of
iniquity, the same oaths, and the same
hatred of the God of the Christians, and
of kings, and of priests. These mysteries
have descended to you, and you continue
to perpetuate their impiety, their vows, and
their oaths. Such is your origin. The lapse
of time and the change of manners have
varied a part of your symbols and your
frightful systems
but the essence of them
remains, the vows, the oaths, the hatred,
and the conspiracies are the same." It is
not astonishing that Lawrie [Hist, p. 50,)
should have said of the writer ot such
;

BASKET

BAY

atatements, that "that charity and forbearance » which distinguish the Christian
character are never exemplified in the

the honor of his native land, to love and
to honor it himself, and, if necessary, to
place his life and fortune at its disposal ;
internationally, a Freemason is bound to
go still further he must consider himself
as a member of that one great family,
the

work of Barruel ; and the hypocrisy of his
pretensions are often betrayed by the fury
of his zeal. The tattered veil behind which
he attempts to cloak his inclinations often
discloses to the reader the motives of the
man and the wishes of his party." Although the attractions of his style and the
boldness of his declamation gave Barruel at
one time aprominent place among anti- Masonic writers, his work is now seldom read
and never cited in Masonic controversies,
for the progress of truth has assigned their
just value to its extravagant assertions.
Basket. The basket or fan was among
the Egyptians a symbol of the purification
of souls. The idea seems to have been
adopted by other nations, and hence, " initiations in the Ancient Mysteries," says
Mr. Kolle [Cklte de Baoch., i. 30), "being

commencement of a better life and the
perfection of it, could not take place till
the soul was purified.
The fan had been
accepted as the symbol of that purification
because the mysteries purged the soul of
sin, as the fan cleanses the grain."
John
the Baptist conveys the same idea of purification when he says of the Messiah, " His

the

in his hand, and he will thoroughly
purge his floor." The sacred basket in the
Ancient Mysteries was called ihaliknon, and
the one who carried it was termed the liknophcros, or basket-bearer.
Indeed, the
sacred basket, containing Ijhe first fruits and
offerings, was as essential in all solemn
processions of the mysteries of Bacchus and
other divinities as the Bible is in the
Masonic procession. As lustration was the
symbol of purification by water, so the
mystical fan or winnowing-basket was, according to Sainte Croix, (Myst. du Pag., t.
ii., p. 81,) the symbol in the Bacchic rites
of a purification by air.

fan

is

Basle, Congress of. A Masonic
Congress was held Sept. 24, 1848, at Basle,
in Switzerland, consisting of one hundred
and six members, representing eleven
Lodges, under the patronage of the Swiss
Grand Lodge Alpina. The Congress was
principally engaged upon the discussion
of the question, " What can and what ought
Freemasonry to contribute towards the welfare of mankind locally, nationally, and
internationally?" The conclusion to which
the Congress appeared to arrive upon this
question was briefly this

:

" Locally, Free-

masonry ought to strive to make every brother a good citizen, a good father, and a
good neighbor, whilst it ought to teach him
to perform every duty of life faithfully;
nationally, a Freemason ought to strive to
promote and to maintain the welfare and
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:

—

—

whole human race,
who are all children
of one and the same Father, and that it is
in this sense, and with this spirit, that the
Freemason ought to work if he would appear worthily before the throne of Eternal

Truth and Justice." The Congress appears
to have accomplished no practical result.
Baton. The truncheon or staff of a
Grand Marshal, and always carried by him
in processions as the ensign of his office.
It is a wooden rod about eighteen inches
long.
In the military usage of England,
the baton of the Earl Marshal was originally of wood, but in the reign of Richard
II. it was made of gold, and delivered to
him at his creation, a custom which is still
continued. In the patent or commission
granted by that monarch to the Duke of
Surrey the baton is minutely described as
" baculum aureum circa utramque finem
de nigro annulatum," a golden wand, having
black rings around each end,
a description
that will very well suit for a Masonic baton.

—

Bat Parliament.
which assembled

The Parliament

England

in the year
1425, during the minority of Henry VI.,
to settle the disputes between the Duke of
Gloucester, the Eegent, and the Bishop of
in

Winchester, the guardian of the young
king's person, and which was so called because of the bats or clubs with which the
servants of the contending factions, who
were stationed at the entrances of the Parliament House, were armed. This Parliament passed the celebrated Act restraining
the meeting of Masons in Chapters. See
Laborers, Statutes of.

Bavaria. Freemasonry was introduced into Bavaria, from France, in 1737.
The meetings of the Lodges were suspended in 1784 by the reigning duke,
Charles Theodore, and the Act of suspension was renewed in 1799 and 1804 by
Maximilian Joseph, the king of Bavaria.
The Order was subsequently revived in
1812 and in 1817. The Grand Lodge of
Bayreuth was constituted under the appellation of the " Grand Lodge zu Sonne."
In 1868 a Masonic conference took place
of the Lodges under its jurisdiction, and a
constitution was adopted, which guarantees
to every confederated

dom

Lodge

perfect free-

of ritual and government, provided
the Grand Lodge finds these to be Masonic.
Bay-Tree. An evergreen plant, and
a symbol in Freemasonry of the immortal
nature of Truth. By the bay-tree thus referred to in the ritual of the Knight ot the

:

;

BAZOT

BEAUSEANT

Cross, is meant the laurel, which, as an
evergreen, was among the ancients a symbol
of immortality. It is, therefore, properly

irremovable Masters of the Ancient Grand
Lodge of France. He had establishsd his
Lodge at the " Golden Sun," an inn in the
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Red

compared with truth,
makes Zerubbabel say

which Josephus
"immortal and

is

eternal."

Bazot, Etieme Francois.

A

St. Victor, Paris, where he slept, and
for six francs conferred all the degrees of
Freemasonry. On August 17, 1747, he or-

Rue

ganized the Order of Fendeurs, or Wood-

at JSievre,
published at Paris, in
March 31, 1782.
1810, a Vocabulaire des Francs - Magons,
which was translated into Italian, and in

cutters, at Paris.

20 volumes.
B. D. S. P. H. e. F. In the French
rituals of the Knights of the East and
West, these letters are the initials of Beauts,
Divinite, Sagesse, Puissame, Honneur,
Gloire, Force, which correspond to the
letters of the English rituals, B. D. W. P.
H. G. S., which are the initials of equivalent words.
Beadle. An officer in a Council of
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, corresponding to the Junior Deacon of a symbolic
Lodge. The beadle, bedellus, (DuCange,)
is one, says Junius, who proclaims and executes the will of superior powers.
Beaton, Mrs. One of those fortunate females who is said to have obtained
possession of the Masons' secrets. The following account of her is given in A General
History of the County of Norfolk, published
in 1829, (vol. 2, p. 1304.) Mrs. Beaton, who
was a resident of Norfolk, England, was
commonly called the Freemason, from the
circumstance of her having contrived to
conceal herself, one evening, in the wainscoting of a Lodge- room, where she learned
the secret
at the knowledge of which
thousands of her sex have in vain attempted to arrive. She was, in many respects, a very singular character, of which
one proof adduced is that the secret of the
Freemasons died with her. She died at
St. John Maddermarket, Norwich, July,

gloriam.

French Masonic

writer, born

He

Beauseant.

The vexillum

belli,

or

war banner of the ancient Templars, which
is
also used by the
1811 a Manuel du Frano-Magon, which is modern Masonic Orone of the most judicious works of the kind der. The upper half
published in France.
He was also the of the banner was
author of Morale de la Franc- Magonnerie, black, and the lower
and the Tuileur Expert des 33 degres, which half white; black to
is a complement to his Manuel.
Bazot was typify terror to foes,
distinguished tor other literary writings on and white fairness to
It bore the
subjects of general literature, such as two friends.
volumes of Tales and Poems, A Eulogy on pious inscription, Hon
the Abbe de I'Epee, and as the editor of the nobis, Domine non noBiographic Nouvelle des Contempor aires, in bis, sed nomini tuo da !'

—

1802, aged eighty-five.

Beaueenifer. From
fero, to carry.

The

officer

Beauseant, and
the old

among

Knights Templars whose duty it was to
carry the Beauseant in battle. The office
is still retained in some of the high degrees
which are founded on Templarism.
Beauctaalne. The Chevalier Beauchaine was one of the most fanatical of the

Barrington,
introduced among

It is frequently, says

(Intro, to Her., p. 121,)

the decorations in the Temple Churcli,
and on one of the paintings on the wall,
Henry I. is represented with this banner in his hand. As to the derivation of
the word, there is some doubt among
writers.
Bauseant or Bausant was, in old
French, a pie- bald or party-colored horse
and the word Bawseant is used in the Scottish dialect with a similar reference to two
colors.
Thus, Burns says
" His honest, aonsie, baws'nt face,"

where Dr. Currie, in his Glossary of Burns,
explains bawsent as meaning, " having a
white stripe down the face." It is also
supposed by some that the word bauseant
may be only a form, in the older language, of the modern French word biensiant,
which signifies something decorous or handsome; but I much prefer the former derivation, where beauseant would signify simply
a parti -colored banner. With regard to
the double signification of the white and
black banner, the orientalists have a
legend of Alexander the Great, which may
be appropriately quoted on the present occasion, as given oy Weil iu his Biblical
Legends, p. 70.
Alexander was the lord of light and
darkness when he went out with his army
the light was before him, and behind him
was the darkness, so that he was secure
against all ambuscades; and by means of a
miraculous white and black standard he
had also the power to transform the clearest
day into midnight and darkness, or black
night into noon-day, just as he unfurled
the one or the other. Thus he was unconquerable, since he rendered his troops in:

BEAUTY

BEHAVIOR

and came down sudMight there not
have been some connection between the
mythical white and black standard of
Alexander and the Beauseant of the Templars? We know that the latter were
familiar with oriental symbolism.
Beauseant was also the war-cry of the

having established in 1813, at Paris, under
the partly real and partly pretended authority of Lechangeur, the inventor of

visible at his pleasure,
denly upon his foes.

Ancient Templars.
Beauty. Said to be symbolically one
of the three supports of a Lodge. It is
represented by the Corinthian column, because the Corinthian is the most beautiful
of the ancient orders of Architecture; and
by the Junior Warden, because he symbolthe most beautiful
izes the meridian sun
Hiram Abif is also
object in the heavens.
said to be represented by the column of
Beauty, because the Temple was indebted
to his skill for its splendid decorations.
The idea of Beauty as one of the supports
of the Lodge is found in the earliest rituals
of the eighteenth century, as well as the
symbolism which refers it to the Corinthian
column and the Junior Warden. Preston
first introduced the reference to the Corinthian column and to Hiram Abif Beauty,
J^"^{ll{QJ^, Uphlret, was the sixth of the
Kabbaliatic Sephiroth, and, with Justice and
Mercy, formed the second Sephirotic triad;
and from the Kabbalists the Masons most
probably derived the symbol. See Supports
of the Lodge.

—

Beauty and Bands. The

names

of the two rods spoken of by the prophet
Zechariah as symbolic of his pastoral office.
This expression was in use in portions of
the old Masonic ritual in England but in
the system of Dr. Hemming, which was
adopted at the union of the two Grand
Lodges in 1813, this symbol, with all reference to it, was expunged, and, as Dr. Oliver
says, (Sym. Die.,) "it is nearly forgotten,
except by a few old Masons, who may perhaps recollect the illustration as an incidental subject of remark among the Fraternity of that period."
Becker, see Johnson.
;

Becker, Rudolph Zacharias.
A very zealous Mason of Gotha, who published, in 1786,

an

historical essay

Bavarian llluminati, under the

on the

of
Orundsatze Verfassung und Schicksale des
llluminatens Ordeu in Baiem. He was a
very popular writer on educational subjects; his Instructive Tales of Joy and Sorrmv were so highly esteemed, that a
half million copies of it were printed in
German and other languages. He died in
title

1802.

B^darride, The Brothers. The
Brothers Marc, Michel, and Joseph B6darride were Masonic charlatans, notorious
for their propagation of the Eite of Mizraim,
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the Rite, a Supreme Puissance for France,
and organized a large number of Lodges.
Of these three brothers, who were Israelites,
Michel, who assumed the most prominent
position in the numerous controversies
which arose in French Masonry on account of their Rite, died February 16, 1856.
Marc died ten years before, in April, 1846.
Of Joseph, who was never very prominent,
we have no record as to the time of his
death. See Mizraim, Rite of.
Beehive. The bee was among the
Egyptians the symbol of an obedient people, because, says Horapollo,of all animals,
the bee alone had a king. Hence, looking
at the regulated labor of these insectswhen
congregated in their hive, it is not surprising that a beehive should have been deemed
an appropriate emblem of systemized industry. Freemasonry has therefore adopted
the beehive as a symbol of industry, a virtue taught in the ritual, which says that a
Master Mason " works that he may receive
wages, the better to support himself and
family, and contribute to the relief of a
worthy, distressed brother, his widow and orphans " and in the Old Charges, which tell
us that " all Masons shall work honestly on
working days, that they may live creditably on holidays." There seems, however,
to be a more recondite meaning connected
with this symbol. The ark has already
been shown to have been an emblem common to Freemasonry and the Ancient Mysof the
teries, as a symbol of regeneration
second birth from death to life. Now, in the
Mysteries, a hive was the type of the ark.
" Hence," says Faber, ( Orig. of Pag. Idol.,
vol. ii., 133,) " both the diluvian priestesses
and the regenerated souls were called bees;
hence, bees were feigned to be produced from
the carcase of a cow, which also symbolized the ark ; and hence, as the great father
was esteemed an infernal god, honey was
much used both in funeral rites and in the
Mysteries."
Behavior. The subject of a Mason's behavior is one that occupies much
attention in both the ritualistic and the
monitorial instructions of the Order. In
"the Charges of a Freemason," extracted
from the ancient records, and first published in the Constitutions of 1723, the
sixth article is exclusively appropriated to
the subject of " Behavior." It is divided
;

—

into six sections, as follows 1. Behavior
2. Bein the Lodge while constituted.
:

havior after the Lodge is over and the
3. Behavior when
Brethren not gone.
Brethren meet without strangers, but not
in a Lodge formed. 4. Behavior in pres-

BEHOLD

BENDEKAR

ence of strangers not Masons. 5. Behavior
at home and in your neighborhood. 6. Behavior towards a strange brother. The
whole article constitutes a code of moral
ethics remarkable for the purity of the

Belenus, like those of Abraxas and Mithras, all representatives of the sun, amounts
to 365, the exact number of the days in a
solar year. See Abraxas.
Belgium. Soon after the separation
of Belgium from the Netherlands, an inde-
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principles it inculcates, and is well worthy
of the close attention of every Mason. It
is a complete refutation of the slanders of
anti-Masonic revilers. As these charges are
to be found in all the editions of the Book
of Constitutions, and in many recent Masonic works, they are readily accessible to

every one

who

desires to read them.

Behold Your Master. When,

in

the installation services, the formula is
used, " Brethren, behold your master," the
expression is not simply exclamatory, but
is intended, as the original use of the word
beliold implies, to invite the members of
the Lodge to fix their attention upon the
relations which have sprung up between them and him who has just been
elevated to the Oriental Chair, and to impress upon their minds the duties which
they owe to him and which he owes to
them. In like manner, when the formula

new

continued, " Master, behold your brethren," the Master's attention is impressively
directed to the same change of relations
.and duties. These are not mere idle words,
is

but convey an important lesson, and should
never be omitted in the ceremony of installation.

Bel.

73, Bel, is the contracted form of
Baal, and was worshipped by the Babylonians as their chief deity. The Greeks
and Romans so considered and translated
the word by Zeus and Jupiter. It has,
with Jah and On, been introduced into the
Royal Arch system as a representative of
the Tetragram melon, which it and the

Sj;3,

jurisdiction was dethe former. Accordingly, in
May, 1833, the Grand Orient of Belgium
was established, which has under its jurisdiction about sixty Lodges. There is also
a Supreme Council of the Ancient and

pendent

Masonic

manded by

Accepted Rite, which, Findel says, was
constituted in the year 1817.

Belief, Religious. The ftindamenlaw of Masonry contained in the first

tal

of the Old Charges collected in 1723, and
inserted in the Book of Constitutions published in that year, sets forth the true doctrine as to what the Institution demands
of a Mason in reference to his religious
"
Mason
belief in the following words
is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral
law and if he rightly understands the art,
he will never be a stupid atheist nor an
But though in anirreligious libertine.
cient times Masons were charged in every
country to be of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was, yet it is now
thought more expedient only to oblige
them to that religion in which all men
agree, leaving their particular opinions to
themselves." Anderson, in his second edition, altered this article, calling a Mason a
true Noachida, and saying that Masons
" all agree in the three great articles of
Noah," which is incorrect, since the PreSee Religion
cepts of Noah were seven.
:

A

;

of Masonry.

Bells. The use of a bell in the ceremonies of the third degree, to denote the
accompanying words have sometimes igno- hour, is, manifestly, an anachronism, for
rantly been made to displace. At the ses- bells were not invented until the fifth cension of the General Grand Chapter of the tury. But Freemasons are not the only
United States, in 1871, this error was cor- people who have imagined the existence of
rected; and while the Tetragrammeton was bells at the building of the Temple. Henry
declared to be the true omnific word, the Stephen tells us (Apologie povr Herodnie,
other three were permitted to be retained ch. 39,) of a monk who boasted that when
as merely explanatory.
he was at Jerusalem he obtained a vial
Belenus. Belenus, the Baal of the which contained some of the sounds of
Scripture, was identified with Mithras and King Solomon's bells. The blunders of a
with Apollo, the god of the sun. A forest ritualist and the pious fraud of a relicin the neighborhood of Lausanne is still monger have equal claims to authenticity.
known as tjauvebelin, or the forest of Be- The Masonic anachronism is, however, not
lenus, and traces of this name are to be worth consideration, because it is simply
found in many parts of England.
The intended for a notation of time a method
custom of kindling fires about midnight on of expressing intelligibly the hour at which
the eve of the festival of St. John the Bap- a supposed event occurred.

—

at the moment of the summer solstice,
Benao. A significant word in Symwhich was considered by the ancients a bolic Masonry, obsolete in many of the
season of rejoicing and of divination, is a modern systems, and whose derivation is
vestige of Druidism in honor of this deity. uncertain.
See Maebenac.
It is a significant coincidence that the nuBendekar. A significant word in
merical value of the letters of the word the high degrees. One of the Princes or
tist,

:

BENEDICT
Intendants of Solomon, in
some of the traitors spoken
degree were found. He is
the catalogue of Solomon's
in 1

Kings

iv.

BENGAL
whose quarry
of in the third

mentioned in
princes, given

The Hebrew word

9.

is

IpT ]3, the son of him who divides or pierces.
In some old rituals we find Bendaca a cor-

Benedict XIV. A Roman

pontiff

whose family name was Prosper Lambertini.
He was born at Bologna in 1675,
succeeded Clement XII. as Pope in 1740,
and died in 1758. He was distinguished for
his learning and was a great encourager of
the Arts and Sciences; He was, however, an
implacable enemy of secret societies, and
issued on the 18th of May, 1751, his celebrated bull, renewing and perpetuating
that of his predecessor which excommunicated the Freemasons. For an account of
see Bull.

it,

Benediction. The solemn

invoca-

tion of a blessing in the ceremony of closing a Lodge is called the benediction. The
usual formula is as follows
" May the blessing of Heaven rest upon

and all regular Masons may brotherly
love prevail, and every moral and social
virtue cement us."
The response is, "So

us,

mote

;

it

Kentucky, organized a society
under the title of the " Friendly Sons of
St. John."
It was constructed after the
model of the English society already mentioned.
No member was received after
forty-five years of age, or who was not a
Louisville,

contributing

diem

ruption.

be.

Amen

;

" which should always

be audibly pronounced by

the brethren.
receives the
support or charitable donations of a Lodge.
Those who are entitled to these benefits are
affiliated Masons, their wives or widows,
their widowed mothers, and their minor
sons and unmarried daughters.
Unafliliated Masons cannot become the beneficiaries of a Lodge, but affiliated Masons
cannot be deprived of its benefits on
account of non-payment of dues. Indeed,
as this non-payment often arises from
poverty, it thus furnishes a stronger claim

Beneficiary.

all

One who

tor fraternal charity.

Benefit Fund.
was established

In 1798, a society

London, under
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member

allowance

of a Lodge

;

the per

sick
members was
seventy-five cents; fifty dollars were appropriated to pay the funeral expenses of a
to

deceased member, and twenty-five for those
of a member's wife; on the death of a
member a gratuity was given to his family;
ten per cent, of all fees and dues was appropriated to an orphan fund and it was
contemplated, if the funds would justify, to
pension the widows of deceased members,
if their circumstances required it.
I am convinced that the establishment
in Lodges of such benefit funds is in opposition to the pure system of Masonic
charity.
They have, therefore, been very
properly discouraged by several Grand
Lodges.
;

BenCToIence.
On

Cogan, in his work

thus defines Benevolence: "When our love or desire of good
goes forth to others, it is termed good-will
or benevolence. Benevolence embraces all
beings capable of enjoying any portion of
good and thus it becomes universal benevolence, which manifests itself by being
pleased with the share of good every creature enjoys, in a disposition to increase it,
in feeling an uneasiness at their suflerings,
and in the abhorrence of cruelty under
every disguise or pretext."
This spirit
should pervade the hearts of all Masons,
who are taught to look upon mankind as
formed by the Grand Architect of the universe for the mutual assistance, instruction,
and support of each other.
the

Passions,

;

Benevolence,

Fund

of.

A

fund

established by the Grand Lodge of England,
which is intrusted to a committee or Lodge
of Benevolence, consisting of all the present
and past Grand Officers, all actual Masters
of Lodges, and twelve Past Masters. The
object of this fund is to relieve such indi-

the
patronage of the Prince of Wales, the Earl
of Moira, and all the other acting officers
of the Grand Lodge, whose object was "' the
relief of sick, aged, and imprisoned breth- gent Masons as may be recommended by
ren, and the protection of their widows, their respective Lodges.
The opportunity
children, and orphans."
The payment of for imposition, afforded by application to
one guinea per annum entitled every separate Lodges, is thus avoided. Several
member, when sick or destitute, or his similar associations, under the name of
widow and orphans in case of his death, Boards of Relief, have been organized ia
to a fixed contribution.
several of the cities of this country. See
Benefit funds of this kind have been gen- Board of Relief.
erally unknown to the Masons of America,
Bengabee. Found in some old rituals
although some Lodges have established of the high degrees for Bendekar, as the
a fund for the purpose. The Lodge of name of an Intendant of Solomon. It is
Strict Observance in the city of New York, Bengaber in the catalogue of Solomon's
and others in Troy, Ballston, Schenectady, officers, 1 Kings iv. 13, the son of Geber, or
etc., some years ago, adopted benefit funds.
the son of the strong man.
In 1844, several members of the Lodges in
Bengal. Masonry was introduced

P

in

8

BENJAMIN

BIBLE

into Bengal in the year 1729, by the establishment of a Lodge under a dispensation

the influence of Bernard and his untiring
of kindness, the Templars were
greatly indebted for their rapid increase in
wealth and consequence. He died in the
year 1153.
Beryl. Heb., JJ^'^njl. A precious
stone, the first in the fourth row of the highpriest's breastplate. Its color is bluish-green.
It was ascribed to the tribe of Benjamin.
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by Lord Kingston, the Grand
Master of England. In the succeeding
year, the Duke of Norfolk granted a dispensation for a Provincial Grand Master
of East India, at Bengal. There are now
in the province of Bengal a District Grand
Lodge, situated at Calcutta, with twentyone subordinate Lodges; a District Grand
granted

Chapter, with nine subordinate Chapters; a
Provincial Grand Conclave of Knights
Templars, with three subordinate Encampments and a provincial Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons, with two subordinate
working Lodges.
;

Benjamin.

A

significant word in
which refer to the

oflaces

Beyerle, Francois Liouis de. A
French Masonic writer of some prominence towards the close of the eighteenth
century.
He was a leading member of tho
Kite of Strict Observance, in which his
He
adopted name was Egnes d Flore.
wrote a criticism on the Masonic Congress
of Wilhelmsbad, which was published

under the title of Oratio de Conventu gensecond Temple, because it was only the erali Latomorum apud aquas Wilhelmiiias,
tribes of Judah and Benjamin that re- prope Hanauviam.
He also wrote an Esaai
turned from the captivity to rebuild it. sur la Franc- Magonnerie, on du but essentielei
Hence, in the Masonry of the second Tem- fondamentalede la Franc- Magonnerie; transple, Judah and Benjamin have superseded lated the second volume of Frederic Nicothe columns of Jachin and Boaz; a change lai's essay on the crimes imputed to the Temthe more easily made because of the iden- plars, and was the author of several other
tity of the initials.
Masonic works of less importance. He was a
Benkliui'lni. Corruptly spelled ben- member of the French Constitutional Conchorim in most of the old rituals. A sig- vention of 1792. He wrote also some
nificant word in the high degrees, probably political essays on finances, and was a consignifying one that isfreeborn, from DHiri'p, tributor on the same subject to the Encyson of thefreebom.
clopedie Methodique.
Benyah, or Beniah. Lenning gives
Bezaleel. One of the builders of the
this form, Benaydh.
The son of Jah, a sig- Ark of the Covenant. See Aholiab.
nificant word in the high degrees.
Bible. The Bible is properly called a
Berltll. Heb., ri'1D> o- covenant A greater light of Masonry, for from the censignificant word in several of the high tre of the Lodge it pours forth upon the
degrees.
East, the West, and the South its refulgent
Berlin. The capital of the kingdom of rays of Divine truth. The Bible is used
Prussia, and the seat of three Grand Lodges, among Masons as the symbol of the will
namely the Grand National Mother Lodge, of God, however it may be expressed. And,
founded in 1744; the Grand Lodge of therefore, whatever to any people expresses
Germany, founded in 1770; and the Grand that will may be used as a substitute for
Lodge of Boyal York of Friendship, the Bible in a Masonic Lodge. Thus, in a
founded in 1798. See Oermany.
Lodge consisting entirely of Jews, the Old
Bernard, BaTid. An expelled Ma- Testament alone may be placed upon the
son, under whose name was published, in altar, and Turkish Masons make use of
the year 1829, a pretended exposition en- the Koran. Whether it be the Gospels to
titled. Light on Masonry.
It was one of
the Christian, the Pentateuch to the Israelthe fruits of the anti-Masonic excitement ite, the Koran to the Mussulman, or the
of the day. It is a worthless production, Vedas to the Brahman, it everywhere Maintended as a libel on the Institution.
sonically conveys the same idea
that of
Bernard, Saint. St. Bernard, born the symbolism of the Divine Will revealed
in France, in 1091, was the founder of the to man.
Order of Cistercian Monks. He took great
The history of the Masonic symbolism
interest in the success of the Knights Tem- of the Bible is interesting.
It is referred
plars, whose Order he cherished throughout to in the manuscripts before the revival as
his whole life.
His works contain numer- the book upon wliich the covenant was
ous letters recommending them to the taken, but it was never referred to as a
favor and protection of the great.
In great light. In the oldest ritual that we
1128, he himself drew up the Eule of the have, which is that of 1724,
a copy of
Order, and among his writings is to be found which from the Royal Library of Berlin is
a Sermo exhortatorim ad MUites Templi, or given by Krause, [Drei alt. Kimsturk, i. S2,)
an Exhortation to the Soldiers of the Temthere is no mention of the Bible as one
ple, a production full of sound advice.
To of the lights. Preston made it a part of
several of the degrees

:

—

—

—

:

BIBLE

BLACK

the furniture of the Lodge; but in rituals
of about 1760 it is described as one of the
three great lights.
In the American system, the Bible is both a piece of furniture
and a great light.
Bible-Bearer. In Masonic processions the oldest Master Mason present is
generally selected to carry the open Bible,
Square, and Compasses on a cushion before
the Chaplain. This brother is called the
Bible- Bearer.
Bibliograpby. Of the bibliography
of Freemasonry very little, in comparison
with the importance of the subject, has
been published. In this country we have
only William Gowan's Catalogue of Books

Freemasonry and Kindred Subjects, New
York, 1858, which contains the titles of
very few rare works and no foreign ones.
The catalogue of books in the library of
Pythagoras Lodge, published some years
ago, is really valuable but not extensive.
Garrett's Catalogue of Books on the Masonic
ore

Institution,

Boston, 1852,

is full

of scurrility

and falsehood, by no means atoned for by
the account of anti - Masonic literature
which it contains. To the Masonic student

utterly worthless.
In French,
des Ouvrages, Opuscules Encycliques ou ecrits les plus remarquables, publies sur I'histoire de la FrancMagonnerie depuis, 1723, juaques en 1814.
it

is

we have a Bibliographie

by Thory, and is contained in the first
volume of his Acta Latomorum. Though
It is

not
to

useful, especially in respect
it is to be regretted
stops at a period anterior to the

full,

it is

French works, and

that

it

Augustan age of Masonic literature. But
the most valuable contribution to Masonic

•

bibliography is the German work of Dr.
Georg Kloss, entitled Bibliographie der
Freiniaurerei, published at Frankfort in
1844. Up to the date of its publication, it
is an almost exhaustive work, and contains
the titles of about six thousand volumes.
Nothing has since appeared of any value
on the subject.

Blelfeld,

Jacob

Frederick.

Baron Bielfeld was born March 31, 1717,
and died April 6, 1770. He was envoy
from the court of Prussia to the Hague,
and a familiar associate of Frederick the
Great in the youthful days of that prince
before he ascended the throne.
He was
one of the founders of the Lodge of the
Three Globes in Berlin, which afterwards
became a Grand Lodge. Through his influence Frederick was induced to become
a Mason. In Bielfeld's Freundschaftlicher
Briefe, or Familiar Letters, are to be found
an account of the initiation of the prince,
and other curious details concerning Freemasonry.

Birkbead, Mattbew.

A

Mason

who owes
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his" reputation to the fact that

he was the author of the universally-known
Entered Apprentice's song, beginning
" Come

We

let us prepare.
Brothers that are

Assembled on merry occasions;
Let's drink, laiigh, and sing;
Our wine has a spring.
Here 's a health to au Accepted JIason."

This song was, first published in the Book
of Constitutions, in 1723, but must have
been composed at an earlier date, as Birkhead is there spoken of as being deceased.
He is supposed to have been a player, but
nothing more is known of his life.

Black.

Black, in the Masonic ritual,
constantly the symbol of grief This is
perfectly consistent with its use in the
world, where black has from remote antiquity been adopted as the garment of
is

mourning.
In Masonry this color is confined to
but a few degrees, but everywhere has
the single meaning of sorrow. Thus in
the French Eite, during the ceremony
of raising a candidate to the Master's
degree, the Lodge is clothed in black
strewed with tears, as a token of grief for
the loss of a distinguished member of the
Fraternity, whose tragic history is commemorated in that degree. This usage is
not, however, observed in the York Eite.
The black of the Elected Knights of Nine,
the Illustrious Elect of Fifteen, and the
Sublime Knights Elected, in the Scottish
Eite, has a similar import.
In the degree of Noachite, black appears
to have been adopted as a symbol of grief,
tempered with humility, which is the virtue
principally dilated on in the degree.
The garments of the Knights Templars
were originally white, but after the death
of their martyred Grand Master, James de
Molay, the modern Knights assumed a
black dress as a token of grief for his loss.
The same reason led to the adoption of
black as the appropriate color intheScottish
Eite of the Knights of Kadosh and the Sublime Princes of the Eoyal Secret. The
modarn American modification of the Templar costume destroys all reference to this
historical fact.

One exception to this symbolism

of black
found in the degree of Select Master, where the vestments are of black bordered with red the combination of the two
colors showing that the degree is properly
placed between the Eoyal Arch and Templar degrees, while the black is a symbol
is

to be

;

of silence and secrecy, the distinguishing
virtues of a Select Master.
Black Ball. The ball used in a Masonic ballot by those who do not wish the-

:

BLACK-BOARD

BLAZING

candidate to be admitted. Hence, when an
applicant is rejected, he is said to be
" black balled."
The use of black balls
may be traced as far back as to the ancient
Eomans. Thus, Ovid says {Met. xv. 41),
that in trials it was the custom of the
ancients to condemn the prisoner by black
pebbles or to acquit him by White ones.

midst of darkness. The star is, therefore,
in this degree, a symbol of truth.
In the fourth degree of the same Kite, the
star is again said to be a symbol of the light
of Divine Providence pointing out the way
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"

Mos

erat antiquis niveis atrisque lapillis.
reos, illis absolvere culpa.

His damnare

Black-board.

In German Lodges the

Schviartze Tafel, or Black Board, is that on
which the names of applica:nts for admission are inscribed, so that every visitor may
make the necessary inquiries whether they
are or are not worthy of acceptance.

Black Brothers, Order of the.
'Lennmgaayatha.ttheiSchwartzeii Briider was
one of the College Societies of the German
Universities. The members of the Order,
however, denied this, and claimed an origin
as early as 1675.
Thory (Act. Lat., i. 313,)
says that it was largely spread through Germany, having its seat for a long time at
Giessen and at Marburg, which in 1783
was removed to Frankfort on the Oder. The
same writer asserts that at first the members observed the dogmas and ritual of the
Kadosh, but that afterwards the Order, becoming a political society, gave rise to the
Free Corps, which in 1813 was commanded

by Major Lutzow.
Blazing Star. The Blazing Star,
which is not, however, to be confounded
with the Five-Pointed Star, is one of the
most important symbols of Freemasonry,
and makes its appearance in several of the
" It is," says Hutchinson, " the
and most exalted object that demands
our attention in the Lodge." It undoubtedly derives this importance, first, from the
degrees.

first.

repeated use that is made of it as a Masonic emblem and secondly, from its great
antiquity as a symbol derived from other
and older systems.
Extensive as has been the application of
this symbol in the Masonic ritual, it is not
surprising that there has been a great difference of opinion in relation to its true
signification. But this difference of opinion
has been almost entirely confined to its use
in the first degree.
In the higher degrees,
where there has been less opportunity of
innovation, the uniformity of meaning attached to the star has been carefully preserved.
In the twenty-eighth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Eite, the explanation
given of the Blazing Star, is, that it is symbolic of a true Mason, who, by perfecting
l)imself in the way of truth, that is to say,
;

by advancing

in

knowledge, becomes like a

blazing star, shining with brilliancy in the

of truth.
In the ninth degree, this symbol is called
" the star of direction " and while it primitively alludes to an especial guidance given
for a particular purpose expressed in the
degree, it still retains, in a remoter sense,
its usual signification as an emblem 6f Divine Providence guiding and directing the
pilgrim in his journey through life.
;

When, however, we descend

to Ancient

Craft Masonry, we shall find a considerable
diversity in the application of this symbol.
In the earliest rituals, immediately after
the revival of 1717, the Blazing Star is not
mentioned, but it was not long before it
was introduced. In the ritual of 1736 it
is detailed as a part of the furniture of a
Lodge, with the explanation that the " Mosaic Pavement is the Ground Floor of the
Lodge, the Blazing Star the Centre, and the
Indented Tarsel the Border round about
it "
In a primitive Tracing Board of the
Entered Apprentice, copied by Oliver, in
his Historical Landmarks, (i.l&S,) without
other date than that it was " published
early in the last century," the Blazing Star
occupies a prominent position in the centre of the Tracing Board. Oliver says that
it represented Beauty, and was called
" the glory in the centre."
In the lectures subsequently prepared by
Dunckerley, and adopted by the Grand
Lodge, the Blazing Star was said to represent " the star which led the wise men to
Bethlehem, proclaiming to mankind the
nativity of the Son of God, and here conducting our spiritual progress to the Author
of our redemption."
In the Prestonian lecture, the Blazing
Star, with the Mosaic Pavement and the
Tasselated Border, are called the Ornaments of the Lodge, and the Blazing Star
is thus explained
" The Blazing Star, or glory in the centre,
reminds us of that awful period when the
Almighty delivered the two tables of stone,
containing the ten commandments, to his
faithful servant Moses on Mount Sinai,
when the rays of his divine glory shone so
bright that none could behold it without
fear and trembling.
It also reminds us of
the omnipresence of the Almighty, overshadowing us with his divine love, and dispensing his blessings amongst us and by
its being placed in the centre, it further reminds us, that wherever we may be assembled together, God is in the midst of us,
seeing our actions, and observing the secret
intents and movements of our hearts."
1

;

;

:

;
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In the lectures taught by Webb, and
very generally adopted in this country, the
Blazing Star is said to be " commemorative
of the star which appeared to guide the
wise men of the East to the place of our
Saviour's nativity," and it is subsequently
explained as hieroglyphically representing
divine Providence. But the commemorative allusion to the Star of Bethlehem
seeming to some to be objectionable, from
its peculiar application to the Christian
religion, at the revision of the lectures
made in 1843 by the Baltimore Convention,
this explanation was omitted, and the allusion to divine Providence alone retained.
In Hutchinson's system, the Blazing Star
" It
is considered a symbol of Prudence.
is placed," says he, " in the centre, ever to
be present to the eye of the Mason, that
his heart may be attentive to the dictates
and steadfast in the laws of Prudence
for Prudence is the rule of all virtues;
Prudence is the path which leads to every
degree of propriety Prudence is the channel whence self-approbation flows forever
she leads us forth to worthy actions, and, as
a Blazing Star, enlighteneth us through the
dreary and darksome paths of this life."
Hutchinson
(/§>. of Mas., Lect. V., p. 68.)
also adopted Dunckerley's allusion to the
Star of Bethlehem, but only as a secondary

bol of divine Providence, of the Star of
Bethlehem, of Prudence, of Beauty, and
of the Sun. Before we can attempt to decide upon these various opinions, and adopt
the true signification, it is necessary to extend our investigations into the antiquity
of the emblem, and inquire what was the
meaning given to it by the nations who
first established it as a symbol.
Sabaism, or the worship of the stars, was
one of the earliest deviations from the true
system of religion. One of its causes was
the universally established doctrine among
the idolatrous nations of antiquity, that
each star was animated by the soul of a
hero god, who had once dwelt incarnate
upon earth. Hence, in the hieroglyphical
system, the star denoted a god. To this
signification, allusion is made by the prophet Amos, when he says to the Israelites,
while reproaching them for their idolatrous
habits " But ye have borne the tabernacleof your Moloch and Chiun your images,
the star of your god, which ye made to
yourselves." Amos v. 26.
This idolatry was early learned by the
Israelites from their Egyptian taskmasters
and so unwilling were they to abandon it,
that Moses found it necessary strictly to
forbid the worship of anything " that is in
heaven above " notwithstanding which we
find the Jews repeatedly committing the
sin which had been so expressly forbidden.
Saturn was the star to whose worship they
were more particularly addicted under the
names of Moloch and Chiun, already mentioned in the passage quoted from Amos.
The planet Saturn was worshipped under
the names of Moloch, Malcom or Milcom by
the Ammonites, the Canaanites, the Phoenicians, and the Carthaginians, and under that
of Chiun by the Israelites in the desert. Saturn was worshipped among the Egyptians
under the name of Baiphan, or, as it is
called in the Septuagint, Bemphan. St.
Paul, quoting the passage of Amos, says,
" ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch and
the star of your god Remphan."
Hale, in his Analysis of Chronology, says,
in alluding to this passage of St. Paul,
" There is no direct evidence that the Israelites worshipped the dog-star in the wilderness, except this passage but the indirect
is very strong, drawn from the general prohibition of the worship of the sun, moon,
and stars, to which they must have been
prone. And this was peculiarly an Egyptian idolatry, where the dog-star was worshipped, as notifying by his heliacal rising,
or emersion from the sun's rays, the regular commencement of the periodical inunAnd the Israelite
dation of the Nile.
sculptures at the cemetery of Kibroth-Hattaavah, or graves of lust, in the neighbor-

;

—

;

symbolism.
In another series of lectures formerly in
use in America, but which I believe is now
abandoned, the Blazing Star is said to be
" emblematical of that Prudence which
ought to appear conspicuous in the conduct
of every Mason and is more especially
commemorative of the star which appeared
in the east to guide the wise men to Bethlehem, and proclaim the birth and the
presence of the Son of God."
The Masons on the Continent of Europe,
" It is no
speaking of the symbol, say
matter whether the figure of which the
Blazing Star forms the centre be a square,
triangle, or circle, it still represents the
sacred name of God, as an universal spirit
who enlivens our hearts, who purifies our
reason, who increases our knowledge, and
who makes us wiser and better men."
And lastly, in the lectures revised by
Dr. Hemming and adopted by the Grand
Lodge of England at the union in 1813,
and now constituting the authorized lectures
of that jurisdiction, we find the following
;

:

definition
" The Blazing Star, or glory in the centre,
refers us to the sun, which enlightens the
earth with its refulgent rays, dispensing its
blessings to mankind at large, and giving
light and life to all things here below."
Hence we find that at different times the
Blazing Star has been declared to be a sym-

:

;

;

117

118
hood of
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Sinai, remarkably

abound

in hie-

roglyphics of the dog-star, represented as a
human figure with a dog's head. That
they afterwards sacrificed to the dog-star,
there is express evidence in Josiah's description of idolatry, where the Syriac
Mazaloth (improperly termed planets) denotes the dog-star in Arabic, Mazaroth."
Fellows, in his Exposition of the Mysteries, says that this dog-star, the Anubis
of the Egyptians, is the Blazing Star of
Masonry, and supposing that the latter is
a symbol of Prudence, which indeed it was
in some of the ancient lectures, he goes on
to remark: "What connection can possibly
exist between a star and prudence, except
allegorically in reference to the caution
that was indicated to the Egyptians by the
first appearance of this star, which warned
them of approaching danger." But it will
hereafter be seen that he has totally misapprehended the true signification of the Masonic symbol. The work of Fellows, it
may be remarked, is an unsystematic compilation of undigested learning; but the
student who is searching for truth must
carefully eschew all his deductions as to
the genius and spirit of Freemasonry.
Notwithstanding a few discrepancies may
have occurred in the Masonic lectures, as
arranged at various periods and by difierent
authorities, the concurrent testimony of the
ancient religions, and the hieroglyphic language, prove that the star was a symbol of
God. It was so used by the prophets of
old in their metaphorical style, and it has
so been generally adopted by Masonic instructors.
The application of the Blazing
Star as an emblem of the Saviour, has
been made by those writers who give a
Christian explanation of our emblems, and
to the Christian Mason such an application will not be objectionable. But those
who desire to refrain from anything that
may tend to impair the tolerance of our
system, will be disposed to embrace a more
universal explanation, which may be received alike by all the disciples of the
Order, whatever may be their peculiar religious views. Such persons will rather accept the expression of Dr. Oliver, who,
though much disposed to give a Christian
character to our Institution, says, "the
great Architect of the Universe is therefore symbolized in Freemasonry by the
Blazing Star, as the herald of our salva(Symb. Qlonj, p. 292.)
tion."
Before concluding, a few words may be
said as to the form of the Masonic symbol.
It is not an heraldic star or estoille, for that
always consists of six points, while the Masonic star is made with five points. This,
perhaps, was with some involuntary alluBion to the five Points of Fellowship. But
;

the error has been committed in all out
modern Tracing Boards of making the star
with straight points, which form, of course,
does not represent a blazing star. Guillim
" All stars should
[Bi^p. of Herald) says
be made with waved points, because our
eyes tremble at beholding them."
In the early Tracing Board already referred to, the star with five straight points
is superimposed upon another of five waving points. But the latter are now abandoned, and we have in the representations
of the present day the incongruous symbol
of a blazing star with five straight points.
In the centre of the star there was always
placed the letter G, which, like the Hebrew yod, was a recognized symbol of
God, and thus the symbolic reference of
the Blazing Star to divine Providence is
greatly strengthened.
:

BlazingStar, Order of the. The
Baron Tschoudy was the author of a work
entitled The Blazing Star. (See Tschoudy.)
On the principles inculcated in this work,
he established, says Thory, at Paris, in 1766,
an order called " The Order of the Blazing

Star," which consisted of degrees of chivalry ascending to the Crusades, after the
Templar system of Ramsay. It never,
however, assumed the prominent position

of an active Rite.

Blessing.

See Benediction.
man cannot be initiated into Masonry under the operation of
the old regulation, which requires physical
perfection in a candidate.
Blindness. Physical blindness in
Masonry, as in the language of the Scriptures, is symbolic of the deprivation of
moral and intellectual light. It is equivalent to the darkness of the Ancient Mysteries in which the neophytes were enshrouded
for periods varying from a few hours to many

Blind.

A

blind

days. The Masonic candidate, therefore,
represents one immersed in intellectual
darkness, groping in the search for that
Divine light and truth which are the objects of a Mason's labor. See Darkness.
Blow. The three blows given to the
Builder, according to the legend of the
third degree, have been differently interpreted as symbols in the different systems
of Masonry, but always with some reference
to adverse or malignant influences exercised
on humanity, of whom Hiram is considered
as the type. Thus, in the symbolic degrees
of Ancient Craft Masonry, the three blows
are said to be typical of the trials and temptations to which man is subjected in youth
and manhood, and to death, whose victim
he becomes in old age. Hence the three
Assassins are the three stages of human life.
In the high degrees, such as the Kadoshes,
which are founded on the Templar system

BLUE

BLUE

of Eamaay, the reference is naturally made
to the destruction of the Order, which was
effected by the combined influences of
Tyranny, Superstition, and Ignorance,
which are therefore symbolized by the three
blows while the three Assassins are also
said sometimes to be represented by Squire
de Floreau, Naffodei, and the Prior of
Montfaucon, the three perjurers who swore
away the lives of De Molay and his
Knights. In the astronomical theory of
Freemasonry, which makes it a modern
modification of the ancient sun-worship, a
theory advanced by Eagon, the three blows
are symbolic of the destructive influences

the symbol of truth, and the candidate, in
the initiation into the sacred rites of Druidism, was invested with a robe composed of
the three colors white, blue, and green.
The Egyptians esteemed blue as a sacred
color, and the body of Amun, the principal god of their theogony, was painted light
blue, to imitate, as Wilkinson remarks,
" his peculiarly exalted and heavenly
nature."
The ancient Babylonians clothed their
idols in blue, as we learn from the prophet
Jeremiah. The Chinese, in their mystical
philosophy, represented blue as the symbol
of the deity, because, being, as they say,
compounded of black and red, this color is
a fit representation of the obscure and
brilliant, the male and female, or active
and passive principles.
The Hindoos assert that their god, Vishnu,
was represented of a celestial blue, thus indicating that wisdom emanating from God
was to be symbolized by this color.
Among the mediaeval Christians blue
was sometimes considered as an emblem of
immortality, as red was of the divine love.
Portal says that blue was the symbol of
perfection, hope, and constancy.
''The
color of the celebrated dome, azure," says
Weale, in his treatise on Symbolic Colors,
" was in divine language the symbol of
eternal truth in consecrated language, of
immortality ; and in profane language, of

;

ofthethreewintermonths, by which Hiram,
or the Sun, is shorn of his vivifying power.
Des Etangs has generalized the Templar
theory, and, supposing Hiram to be the symbol of eternal reason, interprets the blows
as the attacks of those vices which deprave
and finally destroy humanity. However
interpreted for a special theory, Hiram the
Builder always represents, in the science of
Masonic symbolism, the principle of good;
and then the three blows are the contending principles of evil.
Blue. This is emphatically the color
of Masonry. It is the appropriate tincture
of the Ancient Craft degrees. It is to the
Mason a symbol of universal friendship and
benevolence, because, as it is the color of
the vault of heaven, which embraces and
covers the whole globe, we are thus reminded that in the breast of every brother
these virtues should be equally as extensive.
It is therefore the only color, except white,
which should be used in a Master's Lodge.
Decorations of any other color would be
highly inappropriate.
Among the religious institutions of the
Jews, blue was an important color. The
robe of the high priest's ephod, the ribbon
for his breastplate, and for the plate of the
mitre, were to be blue.
The people were
directed to wear a ribbon of this color above
the fringe of their garments and it was the
color of one of the veils of the tabernacle,
where, Josephus says, it represented the
element of air. The Hebrew word used on
these occasions to designate the color blue
;

nS3n, tekelet; and this word seems to have
a singular reference to the symbolic character of the color, for it is derived from a
is

root signifying perfection; now it is wellknown that, among the ancients, initiation
into the mysteries and perfection were sy-

nonymous terms and hence the appropriate
;

color of the greatest of all the systems of
initiation may well be designated by a word
which also signifies perfection.
This color also held a prominent position
in the symbolism of the Gentile nations of
antiquity. Among the Druids, blue was
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;

fidelity."

Besides the three degrees of Ancient
Craft Masonry, of which blue is the appropriate color, this tincture is also to be found
in several other degrees, especially of the
Scottish Rite, where it bears various symbolic significations all, however, more or
;

less related to its original character, as rep-

resenting universal friendship and benevolence.

In the degree of Grand Pontiff, the nineteenth of the Scottish Rite, it is the predominating color, and is there said to be
symbolic of the mildness, fidelity, and gentleness which ought to be the characteristics of every true and faithful brother.
In the degree of Grand Master of all
Symbolic Lodges, the blue and yellow,
which are its appropriate colors, are said
to refer to the appearance of Jehovah to
Moses on Mount Sinai in clouds of azure
and gold, and hence in this degree the
color is rather an historical than a moral
symbol.
The blue color of the tunic and apron,
which constitutes a part of the investiture
of a Prince of the Tabernacle, or twentyfourth degree in the Scottish Rite, alludes to
the whole symbolic character of the degree,
whose teachings refer to our removal from
this. tabernacle of clay to "that house not

:

':
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was repaired by lining it with blue silk, so
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
The blue in this degree is, therefore, a that it can be exposed without subjecting it
symbol of heaven, the seat of our celestial to much injury.
Blue Degrees. The first three detabernacle.
Blue Blanket. The Lodge of Jour- grees of Freemasonry are so called from

neymen, in the

city of

Edinburgh,

is

in

possession of a blue blanket, which is used
as a banner in Masonic processions. The
history of it is thus given in the London

Magazine

A

number of Scotch mechanics followed
Allan, Lord Steward of Scotland, to the
holy wars in Palestine, and took with them
a Isanner, on which were inscribed the following words from the Slst Psalm, viz.
" In bona voluntate tua edificentur muri
Hierosolymae." Fighting under the banner, these valiant Scotchmen were present
at the capture of Jerusalem, and other
towns in the Holy Land; and, on their return to their own country, they deposited
the banner, which they styled " The Banner of the Holy Ghost," at the altar of St.
Eloi, the patron saint of the Edinburgh
Tradesmen, in the church of St. Giles. It
was occasionally unfurled, or worn as a
mantle by the representatives of the trades
in the courtly and religious pageants that
in former times were of frequent occurrence
in the Scottish capital. In 1482, James
III., in consequence of the assistance which
he had received from the Craftsmen of
Edinburgh, in delivering him from the
which he was kept a prisoner, and
paying a debt of 6,000 marks which he
castle in

in making preparations for
of his son, the Duke of Roth-

had contracted
the marriage

say, to Cecil, daughter of

England,

conferred

on

Edward

IV., of

good town

the

several valuable privileges, and renewed
to the Craftsmen their favorite banner of
" The Blue Blanket." James's queen, Mar-

Denmark,
and respect to the

garet of

to show her gratitude
Crafts, painted on the

banner, with her own hands, a St. Andrew's
a crown, a thistle, and a hammer,
with the following inscription " Fear God
and honor the king; grant him a long life
and a prosperous reign, and we shall ever
pray to be faithful for the defence of his
sacred majesty's royal person till death."
The king decreed that in all time coming,
this flag should be the standard of the
Crafts within burgh, and that it should be
unfurled in defence of their own rights,
and in protection of their sovereign. The
privilege of displaying it at the Masonic
procession was granted to the journeymen,
in consequence of their original connection with the Masons of Mary's Chapel,
one of the fourteen incorporated trades of
the city.
"The Blue Blanket" was long in a very
tattered condition ; but some years ago it
cross,

:

the blue color which

Blue

liOdge.

is

peculiar to them.

A

symbolic Lodge, in

three degrees of Masonry
are conferred, is so called from the color of
its decorations.
Blue Masonry. The degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master
Mason are called Blue Masonry.
Blue Master. In some of the high
degrees, these words are used to designate

which the

first

a Master Mason.

Board of General Purposes.
An

organization attached to the Grand
Lodge of England, consisting of a President and twenty-four other members, with
the Grand Master, Pro Grand Master,
Deputy Grand Master, and the Grand
Wardens. The President and ten of the
twenty-four members are annually nominated by the Grand Master, and the remaining fourteen are elected by the Grand
Lodge from the Masters and Past Masters

This board has authority

of the Lodges.

all subjects of Masonic complaints, or irregularity respecting
Lodges or individual Masons, when regularly brought before it, and generally to
take cognizance of all matters relating to
the Craft.

to hear

and determine

Board of Relief.

See

Relief,

Board

of.

Boaz. The name

of the left

hand

pil-

lar that stood at the porch of King Solomon's Temple. It is derived from the Hebrew 3i b, " in," and f^, oaz, " strength,"

and signifies " in strength."

See Pillars of

the Porch.

Bode, Johann Joachim
topli.

Born

ary, 1730.

Cliris-

in Brunswick, 16th of Janu-

One

of the most distinguished

Masons of

his time.
In his youth he was
a professional musician, but in 1757 he
established himself at Hamburg as a bookseller, and was initiated into the Masonic

Order.

He obtained much reputation by the

translaltion of Sterne's Sentimental Journey,

and IHsira.m Shandy ; of Goldsmith's Vicar
of Wakefield; Smollett's Humphrey Clinker;
and of Fielding's Tom Jones, from the English
and of Montaigne's works from the
;

French. To Masonic literature he made
many valuable contributions among others, he translated from the French Bonneville's celebrated work entitled Lea Jisuites
chassis de la Magonnerie et leur poignard brisi
par leg Masons, which contains a comparison of Scottish Masonry with the Templarism of the fourteenth century. Bode was
at one time a zealous promoter of the Bite
;

;

BOEBER

BONAIM

of Strict Observance, but afterwards became
one of its most active opponents. In 1790
he joined tiie Order of the Illuminati, obtaining the highest degree in its second
class, and at the Congress of Wilhelmsbad
he advocated the opinions of Weishaupt.
No man of his day was better versed
than he in the history of Freemasonry, or
possessed a more valuable and extensive
library no one was more diligent in increasing his stock of Masonic knowledge, or
more anxious to avail himself of the rarest
sources of learning.
Hence, he has always
held an exalted position among the Masonic
scholars of Germany. The theory which he
had conceived on the origin of Freemasonry,
a theory, however, which the investigations of subsequent historians have proved
;

—

—

was, that the Order
be untenable,
was invented by the Jesuits, in the seventeenth century, as an instrument for the reestablishment of the Roman Church in Engto

it for their own purposes under the mantle of Templarism. Bode died
at Weimar on the 13th of December, 1793.

land, covering

Boeber, Johann. A Royal

Coun-

of State and Director of the School of
Cadets at St. Petersburg during the reign
of Alexander I. In 1805 he induced the
emperor to revoke the edicts made by Paul
I. and himself against the Freemasons.
His representations of the true character
of the Institution induced the emperor to
seek and obtain initiation. Boeber may
be considered as the reviver of Masonry in
the Russian dominions, and was Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge from 1811
cillor

The most

cele-

brated of the Mystics of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, born near Gorlitz,
in 1575, and died in 1624.
His system
attracted, and continued to attract long
after his death, many disciples in Germany.
Among these, in time, were several Freemasons, who sought to incorporate the
mystical dogmas of their founder with the
teachings of Freemasonry, so as to make
the Lodges merely schools of theosophy.
Indeed, the Theosophic Rites of Freemasonry, which prevailed to a great extent
about the middle of the last century in
Germany and France, were indebted for
most of their ideas to the mysticism of

Jacob Boehmen.

Bohemann. Karl Adolf.

Born

in
the pos-

1770, in Denmart, where he was
sessor of a large estate.
The character of

having " performed many charitable deeds,"
which is bestowed upon him by Findel, is
probably based on the statement of Lenning, that he gave 800,000 thalers to the
Orphan Asylum at Stockholm. Lenning,
however, says that it was given in 1767

Q

was three years before Boheborn, the error is obvious. Thory
attributes the gift to a M. Bohman, and
the similarity of names may have given
rise to the mistake.
Bohemann was a very
zealous member of the Order of Asiatic
Brethren, and was an active promulgator
of the high degrees. Invited into Sweden,
in 1802, by the Duke of Sudermania, who
was an ardent inquirer into Masonic science, he was appointed Court Secretary.
He attempted to introduce his system of
high degrees into the kingdom, but having
been detected in the effort to intermingle
revolutionary schemes with his high deas that

mann was

he was first imprisoned and then
banished from the country, his society being
interdicted.
He returned to Germany, but
is not heard of after 1815, when he published at Pyrmont a justification of himself
Findel {Hist., p. 660,) calls him an
imposter, but I know not why. He was
rather a Masonic fanatic, who was ignorant
of or had forgotten the wide difference that
there is between Freemasonry and political
grees,

intrigue.

Bolieniia.

Freemasonry was

insti-

tuted in Bohemia, in 1749, by the Grand
Lodge of Scotland. In 1776 it was highly
prosperous, and continued so until the
contmencement of the French Revolution,
when it was suppressed by the Austrian

government.

Bombay.

Under a deputation from
Grand Lodge of England, the District
Grand Lodge of Bombay was established
in 1861. Masonry is in an excellent con-

the

dition in the District.

to 1814.

Boehmen, Jacob.

and
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Bonalm.
ers,

The Hebrew word for build-

and used in

1

Kings

v. 18, to desig-

nate a portion of the workmen on the
Temple " And Solomon's builders and
:

Hiram's builders did hew them." Oliver,
in his Dictionary and in his Landmarks,
gives a mythical account of them as Fellow Crafts, divided into Lodges by King
Solomon, but, by a grammatical blunder,
he calls them Benai, substituting the Hebrew constructive for the nominative case,
and changing the participial o into e. The
Bonaim seem to be distinguished, by the
author of the Book of Kings, from the
Gibalim, and the translators of the authorized version have called the former builders

and the latter stone-squarers. It is probable
that the Bonaim were an order of workmen inferior to the Gibalim. Anderson, in
both of his editions of the Book of Constitutions, blunders grammatically, like Oliver, and calls them Bonai, saying that they
were " setters, layers, or builders, or light
Fellow Crafts, in number 80,000." This
idea seems to have been perpetuated in the

modern

rituals.

;;

:
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Bondman.

In the fourth article of
the Halliwell MS., which is supposed to contain the old Gothic or York Constitutions,
it is said that the Master shall take good
care that he make no bondman an apprentice, or, as it is in the original language:
"

The

fonrthe artycul thys moste be,

That the Mayster hymn wel-be-se,
That he no bondman prentya make."

The regulation is repeated in all the
subsequent regulations, and is still in force.
See Freeborn.
Bone. This word, which is now corruptly pronounced in one syllable,

is

the

Hebrew word boneh, PIJID. " builder," from
the verb banah, nJ3, " to build." It was
peculiarly applied, as an epithet, to Hiram
Abif, who superintended the construction
of the Temple as its chief builder. Master
Masons will recognize it as the terminal
portion of a signifacant word. Its true pronunciation would be, in English letters,
bonay; but the corruption into one syllable
as bone has become too universal ever to be

;

in 1828.

Book of Charges.

There seems, if
the references in the
old records of Masonry, to have formerly
existed a book under this title, containing
the Charges of the Craft equivalent, probaThus,
bly, to the Book of Constitutions.
the Matthew Cooke MS. of the latter part
of the fifteenth century (An. 633) speaks
of " other charges mo that ben wryten in
the Boke of Chargys."

we may judge from

corrected.

Bone

Box. In the early lectures of
the last century, now obsolete, we find the
following catechism
" Q. Have you any key to the secrets of a
Mason?
"A. Yes.
" Q. Where do you keep

pagnie de S. Ignale, et des quatre grades d« la
Magonnerie de S. Jean. He also translated
into French, Thomas Paine's Essay on the
Origin of Freemasonry ; a work, by the way,
which was hardly worth the trouble of
translation. De Bonneville had an exalted
idea of the difficulties attendant upon writing a history of Freemasonry, for he says
that, to compose such a work, supported by
dates and authentic facts, it would require a
period equal to ten times the age of man
a statement which, although exaggerated,
undoubtedly contains an element of truth.
His Masonic theory was that the Jesuits
had introduced into the symbolic decrees
the history of the life and death of the
Templars, and the doctrine of vengeance for
the political and religious crime of their
destruction and that they had imposed
upon four of the higher degrees the four
vows of their congregation. De Bonneville
was imprisoned as a Girondist in 1793. He
was the author of a History of Modem Europe, in 3 vols., published in 1792, and died

it?

" A. In a bone box, that neither opens
nor shuts but with ivory keys."
The bone box is the mouth, the ivory
keys the teeth. And the key to the secrets
These
is afterwards said to be the tongue.
questions were simply used as tests, and
were subsequently varied. In a later lecture it is called the " bone-bone box."

Bonneville, ClieTalier de. On
the 24th of November, 1754, he founded
the Chapter of the high degrees known
as the Chapter of Clermont.
All the
authorities assert this except Eebold (Hist
de trois O. L., p. 46), who says that he was
not its founder but only the propagator of
Lenning (Encycl.) has conits degrees.
founded him with Nicolas de Bonneville,
who was born six years after the foundation of the Chapter.

Bonneville, Tficolas de.

An

;

Book of Constitutions.

The Book

of Constitutions is that work in which is
contained the rules and regulations adopted
for the government of the fraternity of

Undoubtedly, a society so
orderly and systematic must always have
been governed by a prescribed code of laws
but, in the lapse of ages, the precise regulations which were adopted for the direction
of the Craft in ancient times have been lost.
The earliest record that we have of any
such Constitutions is in a manuscript, first
published, in 1723, by Anderson, and which
he said was written in the reign of Edward
IV. Preston quotes the same record, and
adds, that " it is said to have been in the
possession of the famous Elias Ashmole,
and unfortunately destroyed," a statement
which had not been previously made by
Freemasons.

To Anderson,

we

historian and literateur, born at Evreux,
in France, March 13, 1760.
He was
the author of a work, published in 1788,
entitled, Les Jesuites chasses de la Magon-

Anderson.

nerie et leur poignard brise par les Magons,
divided into two parts, of the first of which
the sub-title was, La Magonnerie ioossoise

criber is apparent, not only from the internal
evidence of style, but also from the fact
that he made important alterations in his
copy of it in his edition of 1738. Such as
it IS, however, it contains the following par-

compar&e avec

les trois professions et le Secret
des Templiers de 14e Siecle ; and of the second, Memete des quatre voeux de la Gom-

therefore,

must look in our estimation of the authenticity of this document; and that we cannot
too much rely upon his accuracy as a trans-

ticulars.

"

;

BOOK

BOOK

"Though the ancient records of the
brotherhood in England were, many of
them, destroyed or lost in the wars of the
Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstane
(the grandson of King Alfred the Great, a
mighty architect), the first anointed king
of England, and who translated the Holy
Bible into the Saxon tongue (a. d. 930),
when he had brought the land into rest and
peace, built many great works, and encouraged many Masons from France, who were
appointed overseers thereof, and brought
with them the charges and regulations of
the Lodges, preserved since the Roman
times who also prevailed with the king to
improve the Constitution of the English
Lodges, according to the foreign model, and
to increase the wages of working Masons.
" The said king's brother. Prince Edwin,
being taught Masonry, and taking upon
him the charges of a Master Mason, for the
love he had to the said. Craft and the honorable principles whereon it is grounded,
purchased a free charter of King Athelstane
for the Masons having a correction among
themselves (as it was anciently expressed),
or a freedom and power to regulate them-

found to be very erroneous and defective
probably from carelessness or ignorance in
their frequent transcription
in September, 1721, the Duke of Montagu, who was
then Grand Master, ordered Brother James
Anderson to digest them " in a new and
better method."
Anderson having accordingly accomplished the important task that had been
assigned him, in December of the same
year a committee, consisting of fourteen
learned brethren, was appointed to examine

;

selves, to

and

amend what might happen

to hold a yearly

amiss,

communication and

general assembly.
" Accordingly, Prince Edwin summoned
all the Masons in the realm to meet him in
a congregation at York (a. d. 926), who
came and composed a general Lodge, of

which he was Grand Master and having
brought with them all the writings and
records extant, some in Greek, some in
Latin, some in French, and other languages, from the contents thereof, that assembly did frame the Constitutions and
Charges of an English Lodge, and made a
law to preserve and observe the same in all
time coming."
Other records have from time to time
been discovered, most of them recently,
which prove beyond all doubt that the Fra;

ternity of Freemasons were, at least in the
14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries, in possession of manuscript Constitutions containing the rules and regulations of the
Craft.

In the year 1717, Freemasonry, which
fallen into decay in the
south of England, was revived by the or-

had somewhat

ganization of the Grand Lodge at London
and, in the next year, the Grand Master
having desired, says Anderson, " any brethren to bring to the Grand Lodge any old
writings and records concerning Masons
and Masonry, in order to show the usages
of ancient times, several old copies of the
Gothic Constitutions were produced and
collated."

But these Constitutions having been
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—

and they, in the March communication of the subsequent year, having reported their approbation of it, it was, after
some amendments, adopted by the Grand
Lodge, and published, in 1723, under the
title of " The Constitutions of the Freemasons, containing the History, Charges,
Regulations, etc., of that Most Ancient and
Right Worshipful Fraternity. For the use
of the Lodges."
second edition was published in 1738,
under the superintendence of a committee
of Grand Officers. But this edition contained so many alterations, interpolations,
and omissions of the Charges and Regulations as they appeared in the first, as to
show the most reprehensible inaccuracy in
its composition, and to render it utterly
worthless except as a literary curiosity. It
does not seem to have been very popular,
for the printers, to complete their sales, were
compelled to commit a fraud, and to present what they pretended to be a new edition in 1746, but which was really only the
edition of 1738, with a new title-page
neatly pasted in, the old one being cancelled.
Of this literary fraud, I have a
copy in my library, and have recently seen
another one in the possession of a Mason

the book

;

A

of Washington city.
In 1754, Bro. Jonathan Scott presented
a memorial to the Grand Lodge, " showing
the necessity of a new edition of the Book
of Constitutions." It was then ordered that
the book "should be revised, and necessary alterations and additions made consistent with the laws and rules of Masonry
all of which would seem to show the dissatisfaction of the Fraternity with the errors of
the second edition. Accordingly, a third
edition was published in 1756, under the
He also pubeditorship of John Entick.
lished the fourth edition in 1767.
In 1784, John Noorthouck published by
authority the fifth edition. This was well
printed in quarto, with numerous notes, and
is considered as the most valuable edition.
The sixth and seventh editions were
edited by William Williams, and published
The eighth edition
in 1815 and in 1827.
was published, in 1841, by William Henry
White, who was the Grand Secretary. In
;

;
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obligatory.
each of these last three editions the his- should be requisite to render it
circumstance, it has
torical part was omitted, and nothing was To commemorate this
Master of the oldest
given but the Charges, Eegulations, and been customary for the
Lodge to attend every grand installation,
Laws.
present, the
The Book of Constitutions was repub- and, taking precedence of all
excepted, to deliver the
lished in America and in Ireland but these Grand Master
to the newly installed
eight editions, enumerated above, are the Book of Constitutions
his promising obedience
on
Master,
Grand
of
ConBook
of
the
editions
original
only
and general regulastitutions which were officially authorized to the ancient charges
tions.
by the Grand Lodge of England.
;

The Book is carried in all processions
before the Grand Master, on a velvet cushion, and the right of so carrying it is vested
a privin the Master of the oldest Lodge
ilege which arose from the following circumstances. During the reign of Queen

—

in a languishing
condition, in consequence of the age and
infirmities of the Grand Master, Sir Christopher Wren. On his death, and the accession of George the First to the throne,
the four old Lodges then existing in London
determined to revive the Grand Lodge,
which had for some years been dormant,
and to renew the quarterly communications

Anne, Freemasonry was

and the annual feast. This measure they
accomplished, and resolved, among other
things, that no Lodge thereafter should be
permitted to act, (the four old Lodges excepted,) unle.ss by authority of a charter
granted by the Grand Master, with the approbation and consent of the Grand Lodge.
In consequence of this, the old Masons in
the metropolis vested all their inherent
privileges as individuals in the four old
Lodges, in trust, that they would never
suifer the ancient landmarks to be infringed
while on their part these bodies consented
to extend their patronage to every Lodge
which should thereafter be regularly constituted, and to admit their Masters and
Wardens to share with them all the privileges of the Grand Lodge, that of prece-

dence only excepted. The extension of the
Order, however, beginning to give to the
new Lodges a numerical superiority in the
Grand Lodge, it was feared they would at
length be able, by a majority, to subvert
the privileges of the original Masons of
England, which had been centred in the
four old Lodges. On this account, a code
of articles was drawn up, with the consent
of all the brethren, for the future government of the society. To this was annexed
a regulation binding the Grand Master and
his successors, and the Master of every
newly constituted Lodge, to preserve these
regulations inviolable and declaring that
no new regulation could be proposed, except at the third quarterly communication,
and requiring it to be publicly read at the
annual feast to every brother, even to the
youngest Apprentice, when the approbation
of at least two-thirds of those present
;

Book of€onstitutionsOuarded

by the

Tiler's

Sword. An emblem

painted on the Master's carpet, and intended to admonish the Mason that he
should be guarded in all his words and
actions, preserving unsullied the Masonic
virtues of silence and circumspection.
Such is Webb's definition of the emblem,
which is a very modern one, and I am inclined to think was introduced by that
The interpretation of Webb is a
lecturer.
very unsatisfactory one. The Book of Con stitiitions is rather the symbol of constituted
law than of silence and circumspection, and
when guarded by the Tiler's sword it
would seem properly to symbolize regard
for and obedience to law, a prominent

Masonic duty.

Book of Gold. In the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Eite, the book in which
the transactions, statutes, decrees, balusters, and protocols of the Supreme Council or a Grand Consistory are contained.

Book of the I,aw.

The Holy

Bible,

always open in a Lodge as a symbol that its light should be diffused among
the brethren. The passages on which it is
opened differ in the different degrees. See
Scriptures, Reading of the.
Masonically, the Book of the Law is that
sacred book which is believed by the Mason
of any particular religion to contain the

which

is

revealed will of God; although, technically,
among the Jews the Torah, or Book of the
Law, means only the Pentateuch or five
books of Moses. Thus, to the Christian
Mason the Book of the Law is the Old and
New Testaments; to the Jew, the Old
Testament to the Mussulman, the Koran;
to the Brahman, the Vedas; and to the
Parsee, the Zendavesta.
The Book of the Law is an important
symbol in the Royal Arch degree, concerning which there was a tradition among the
Jews that the Book of the Law was lost
during the captivity, and that it was among
the treasures discovered during the building of the second Temple. The same opinion was entertained by the early Christian
fathers, such, for instance, as Irenseus,
TertuUian, and Clemens Alexandriuus
"for," says Prideaux, " they (the Christian
fathers) hold that all the Scriptures were
lost and destroyed in the Babylonish cap;

:
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and that Ezra restored them all
again by Divine revelation." The truth of
the tradition is very generally denied by

blended with the basest superstitions. The
Vedas are the Brahmanical Book of the
Law, although the older hymns springing
out of the primitive Aryan religion have
a date far anterior to that of comparatively

tivity,

biblical scholars, who attribute its origin
to the fact that Ezra collected together the

copies of the law, expurgated them of the
errors which had crept into them during
the captivity, and arranged a new and correct edition.
But the truth or falsity of

the legend does not affect the Masonic symbolism. The Book of the Law is the will
of God, which, lost to us in our darkness,
must be recovered as precedent to our
learning what is TRUTH. As captives to
error, truth is lost to us
when freedom is
restored, the first reward will be its dis;

covery.

Books, Anti-Masonic.

See Anti-

Masonic Books.

Border, Tesselated.

See

Tessel-

ated Border.

Bourn. A

limit or boundary ; a word
familiar to the Mason in the Monitorial
Instructions of the Fellow Craft's degree,
where he is directed to remember that we
are travelling upon the level of time to that

undiscovered country from whose bourn no
traveller returns
and to the reader of
Shakespeare, from whom the expression is
borrowed, in the beautiful soliloquy of
;

Hamlet
" Who would fardels bear.
To grunt and sweat under a weary life ;
But that the dread of something after death
The undiscovered country, from whose bourn

—

No

traveller returns

— puzzles the will."
Act

III.,

Scene

1.

Box-Master. In the Lodges of Scotland the Treasurer was formerly sometimes
so called.
Thus, in the minutes of the
Lodge of Journeymen of Edinburgh, it was
resolved, in 1726, that the Warden be instructed " to uplift and receive for the use
of the society all such sums of money
which are due and indebted to thfism or
their former Box-masters or predecessors
in office."

Boys' School. The Royal Masonic
Boys
Masons of England.
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Brahmanism.
The "Laws of
are really the text-book of Brahmanism yet in the Vedic hymns we find
the expression of that religious thought
that has been adopted by the Brahmans
and the rest of the modern Hindus. The
learned Brahmans have an esoteric faith,
in which they recognize and adore one
God, without form or quality, eternal, un-

modern

Menu "

;

changeable, and occupying all space but
confining this hidden doctrine to their interior schools, they teach, for the multitude,
an open or esoteric worship, in which the
incomprehensible attributes of the supreme
and purely spiritual God are invested with
sensible and even human forms. In the
Vedic hymns all the powers of nature are
personified, and become the objects of worship, thus leading to an apparent polytheism. But, as Mr. J. F. Clarke ( Ten Great
Religions, p. 90,) remarks, " behind this
incipient polytheism lurks the original
monotheism
for each of these gods, in
turn, becomes the Supreme Being."
And
Max MuUer says, (Chips, i. 2,) that "it
would be easy to find in the numerous
hymns of the Veda passages in which
almost every important deity is represented as supreme and absolute."
This
most ancient religion
believed in by oneseventh of the world's population, that
fountain from which has flowed so much
of the stream of modern religious thought,
abounding in mystical ceremonies and
ritual prescriptions, worshipping, as the
Lord of all, the source of golden light,"
;

;

—

having its inefl'able name, its solemn
methods of initiation, and its symbolic rites
is well worth the serious study of the
Masonic scholar, because in it he will find

—

much that will be suggestive to him in the
investigations of the dogmas of his Order.
Serpent. See Serpent and

Brazen

a charity of the
It was founded in
Brazen Serpent, Kniglit of the.
the year 1798, for clothing and educating See Knight of the Brazen Serpent.
the sons of indigent and deceased brethren,
Brazil. The first organized Masonic
according to the situation in life they are authority at Brazil, the Grande Oriente do
most probably destined to occupy, and in- Brazil, was established in Rio de Janeiro,
culcating such religious instruction as may in the year 1821, by the division of one
be conformable to the tenets of their pa- Lodge into three.
rents, and ultimately apprenticing them to
The Emperor, Dom Pedro I., was soon
suitable trades.
It is still existing in a after initiated in one of these Lodges, and
Similar schools immediately proclaimed Grand Master; but
flourishing condition.
have been established by the Masons of finding that the Lodges of that period were
nothing else but political clubs, he ordered
France and Germany.
Brahmanism. The religious system them to be closed in the following year,
After his abdication in 1831, Mapractised by the Hindus. It presents a pro- 1822.
found and spiritual philosophy, strangely sonic meetings again took place, and a new
Institution

for

is

;
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BREASTPLATE

authority, under the title of " Grande Oriente Brazileiro," was established.
Some of the old members of the "Grande
Oriente do Brazil " met in November of the
same year and reorganized that body; so
that two supreme authorities of the French
Eite existed in Brazil.
In 1832, the Visconde de Jequitinhonha,
having received the necessary powers from
the Supreme Council of Belgium, established a Supreme Council of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite; making thus a third
contending body, to which was soon added
a fourth and fifth, by the illegal organizations of the Supreme Councils of their own,
by the contending Grand Orientes. In
1835, disturbances broke out in the legitimate Supreme Council, some of its Lodges

Breast. In one of the Old Lectures,
quoted by Dr. Oliver, it is said, " A Mason's breast should be a safe and sacred repository for all your just and lawful secrets,
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having proclaimed the Grand Master of the

Grand Orient of

Brazil their

Grand Com-

mander, and thus formed another Supreme
Council. In 1842, new seeds of dissension
were planted by the combination of this
revolutionary faction with the Grande Oriente Brazileiro, which body then abandoned
the French Rite, and the two formed a new
Council, which proclaimed itself the only
legitimate authority of the Scotch Rite in
Brazil.
But it would be useless as well as
painful, to continue the record of these dissensions, which like a black cloud darkened
for years the Masonic sky of Brazil.
Things are now in a better condition, and
Freemasonry in Brazil is united under the

one head of the Grand Orient and Su-

preme Council.

brother's secrets, delivered to me as such,
I would keep as my own as to betray that
trust might be doing him the greatest injury he could sustain in this mortal life
nay, it would be like the villany of an assassin who lurks in darkness to stab his adversary when unarmed and least prepared

A

;

to

meet an enemy."
It is true, that the secrets

of a Mason,

confided as such, should be as inviolate in
the breast of him who has received them
as they were in his own before they were
But it would he wrong to conconfided.
clude that in this a Mason is placed in a
position different from that which is occupied by every honorable man. No man of
honor is permitted to reveal a secret which
he has received under the pledge of secrecy.
But it is as lalse as it is absurd, to charge
that either the man of honor or the Mason
is bound by any such obligation to protect
the criminal from the vindication of the
law. It must be left to every man to determine by his own conscience whether he
is at liberty to betray a knowledge of facts

with which he could not have become acquainted except under some such pledge.
No court of law would attempt to extort a
communication of facts made known by a
penitent to his confessor or a client to his
lawyer; for such a communication would
make the person communicating it infamous. In this case, Masonry supplies no
other rule than that which is found in the
acknowledged codes of Moral Ethics.
Called in Bebrew
Breastplate.

Bread, Consecrated. Consecrated
bread and wine, that is to say, bread and
wine used not simply for food, but made
sacred by the purpose of symbolizing a
bond of brotherhood, and the eating and IK'n, chosen, or n3!!'D |IPn, chosen mishdrinking of which are sometimes called pet, the breastplate of judgment, because
the "Communion of the Brethren," is through it the high priest received divine
found in some of the higher degrees, such responses, and uttered his decisions on all
as the Order of High Priesthood in the matters relating to the good of the comAmerican Rite, and the Rose Croix of the monwealth. It was a piece of embroidered
French and Scottish Rites.
It was in ancient times a custom

reli-

giously observed, that those who sacrificed
to the gods should unite in partaking of a
part of the food that had been offered.
And in the Jewish church it was strictly
commanded that the sacriflcers should " eat
before the Lord," and unite in a feast of
joy on the occasion of their offerings. By
this common partaking of that which had
been consecrated to a sacred purpose, those
who partook of the feast seemed to give an
evidence and attestation of the sincerity with
which they made the offering; while the
feast itself was, as it were, the renewal of the
covenant of friendship between the parties.

Breadtb of tlie
of the Lodge,

liOdge. See Form

cloth of gold, purple, scarlet, and fine
white, twined linen.
It was a span, or
about nine inches square, when doubled,
and made thus strong to hold the precious
stones that were set in it. It had a gold
ring at each corner, to the uppermost of
which were attached golden chains, by
which it was fastened to the shoulder-pieces

of the ephod while from the two lowermost
went two ribbons of blue, by which it was
attached to the girdle of the ephod, and
thus held secure in its place. In tne breastplate were set twelve precious jewels, on each,
of which was engraved the name of one of
the twelve tribes. The stones were arranged
in four rows, three stones in each row. As to
the order, of arrangement and the names of
the stones, there has been some difference
;

:
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among the

authorities.
The authorized
version of the Bible gives them in this
order Sardius, topaz, carbuncle, emerald,
sapphire, diamond, ligure, agate, ameThis is the patthyst, beryl, onyx, jasper.
tern generally followed in the construction
of Masonic breastplates, but modern researches into the true meaning ofthe Hebrew
names of the stones have shown its inaccuracy. Especially must the diamond be
rejected, as no engraver could have cut a
name on this impenetrable gem, to say nothing of the pecuniary value of a diamond
of a size to match the rest of the stones.
Josephus (Ant. III., vii.,) gives the stones
Sardonyx, topaz,
in the following order
sapphire;
emerald; carbuncle, jasper,
ligure, amethyst, agate ; chrysolite, onyx,
Kalisch, in his Commentary on Exberyl.
odus, gives a still different order: Cornelian, (or sardius,) topaz, smaragdus; carbuncle, sapphire, emerald; ligure, agate,
:

:

amethyst; chrysolite, onyx, jasper. But
perhaps the Vulgate translation is to be
preferred as an authority, because it was
made in the fifth century, at a time when
the old Hebrew names of the precious
stones were better understood than now.
The order given in that version is shown
in the following diagram

Emeeald.

BREASTPLATE
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BRIDGE

BREAST

vestments. The symbolic reference of it,
as given by Webb, is that it is to teach him
always to bear in mind his responsibility
to the laws and ordinances of the Institution, and that the honor and interests of
his Chapter should be always near his
heart. This does not materially differ from
the ancient symbolism, for one of the names
given to the Jewish breastplate was the
" memorial," because it was designed to
remind the high priest how dear the tribes
whose names it bore should be to his heart.
The breastplate does not appear to have
been original with or peculiar to the JewThe idea was, most probably,
ish ritual.
Diodorus
derived from the Egyptians.
Siculus says, (1. i., c. 75,) that among them
the chief judge bore about his neck a chain
of gold, from which hung a figure or image,
{^uSmv,) composed of precious stones, which
was called Truth, and the legal proceedings only commenced when the chief judge
had assumed this image. iElian (lib. 34)
confirms this account by saying that the
image was engraved on sapphire, and hung
about the neck of the chief judge with a
golden chain. Peter du Val says that he
saw a mummy at Cairo, round the neck of
which was a chain, to which a golden plate
was suspended, on which the image of a bird
was engraved. See Urim and Thummim.
Breast, Tlie Faithful. One of the
three precious jewels of a Fellow Craft. It
symbolically teaches the initiate that the
lessons which he has received from the instructive tongue of the Master are not to

The Latin word poraii/ea;, with

its

equiva-

lent English ^oreft^, literally signifies, "the
builder of a bridge," irompons, " a bridge,"
and facere, "to make." But this sense,
which it must have originally possessed, it
seems very speedily to have lost, and we,
as well as the Komans, only recognize pontifex or pontiff aa significant of a sacerdotal

character.

Of

all

the colleges of priests in ancient

Rome, the most illustrious was that of the
Pontiffs.
The College of Pontiffs was
established by Numa, and originally consisted of five, but was afterwards increased
to sixteen. The whole religious system of the

Eomans, the management of all the sacred
rites, and the government of the priesthood, was under the control and direction
of the College of Pontiffe, of which the Pow^ifex Maximas, or High Priest, was the presiding officer and the organ through which
its decrees were communicated to the peoHence, when the Papal Church estabple.
lished its seat at the city of Rome, its
Bishop assumed the designation of Pontifex
Maximus as one of his titles, and Pontiff
and Pope are now considered equivalent
terms.

The question naturally arises as to what
connection there was between religious
rites and the building of bridges, and why
a Roman priest bore the name which literally denoted a bridge builder.
Etymologists have in vain sought to solve the problem, and, after all their speculation, fail
to satisfy us.
One of the most tenable
be listened to and lost, but carefully treas- theories is that of Schmitz, who thinks the
ured in his heart, and that the precepts of Pontifices were so called because they superthe Order constitute a covenant which he intended the sacrifices on a bridge, alluding to the Argean sacrifices on the Sublician
is faithfully to observe.
Breast to Breast. See I'ive Points bridge. But Varro gives a more probable
explanation when he tells us that the Subof Fellowship.
Brethren. This word, being the lician bridge was built by the Pontifices ;
plural of Brother in the solemn style, is and that it was deemed, from its historic
more generally used in Masonic language, association, of so sacred a character, that no
instead of the common plural. Brothers. repairs could be made on it without a preThus, Masons always speak of " The Breth- vious sacrifice, which was to be conducted
ren of the Lodge," and not of " The Broth- by the Chief Pontiff in person. The true
etymology is, however, undoubtedly lost;
ers of the Lodge."
Brethren of the Bridge. See yet it may be interesting, as well as suggestive, to know that in old Rome there was,
Bridge Builders of the Middle Ages.
Brethren of the Mystie Tie. even in a mere title, supposing that it was
The term by which Masons distinguish nothing more, some sort ot connection
themselves as the members of a confra- between the art or practice of bridge
ternity or brotherhood united by a mysti- building and the mysterious sacerdotal rites
cal bond.
See Mystic Tie.
established by Numa, a connection which
Bridge Builders of the Middle was subsequently again developed in the
Ages. Before speaking of the Pontifices, Masonic association which is the subject of
or the "Fraternity of Bridge Builders," the present article. Whatever may have
whose history is closely connected with been this connection in pagan Rome, we
that of the Freemasons of the Middle find, after the establishment of Christianity
Ages, it will be as well to say something and in the Middle Ages, a secret Fraternity
of the word which they assumed as the organized, as a branch of the Travelling
Freemasons of that period, whose members
title of their brotherhood.

BRIDGE

BEIDGE

•were exclasively devoted to the building of
bridges, and who were known as Pontifices,

and of constructing bridges for the transportation of travellers and their goods.

or "Bridge Builders," and styled by the
French les Freres Pontifes, or Pontifical
Brethren, and by the Germans BriickenbrUder, or " Brethren of the Bridge." It is
of this Fraternity that, because of their association in history with the early corporations of Freemasons, it is proposed to give a
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All the architectural labors of the period
were, as is well known, intrusted to the
gilds or corporations of builders who, under the designation of" Travelling Freemasons," passed from country to country, and,
patronized by th e Church, erected those magnificent cathedrals, monasteries, and other
brief sketch.
public edifices, many of which have long
In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, since crumbled to dust, but a few of which
the methods of intercommunication be- still remain to attest the wondrous ability
tween different countries were neither safe of these operative brethren. Alone skilled
nor convenient. Travellers could not avail in the science of architecture, from them
themselves of the comforts of either mac- alone could be derived workmen capable
adamized roads or railways. Stage-coaches of constructing safe and enduring bridges.
were unknown. He who was compelled
Accordingly, a portion of these "Freemaby the calls of business to leave his home, sons," withdrawing from the general body,
trudged as a pedestrian wearily on foot, or as united, under the patronage of the Church,
an equestrian, if his means permitted that into a distinct corporation of Frires Pontifes,
mode of journeying ; made his solitary ride or Bridge Builders. The name which they
through badly-constructed roads, where he received in Germany was that of Brik:kenfrequently became the victim of robbers, brUder, or Brethren of the Bridge.
legend of the Church attributes their
who took his life as well as his purse, or
submitted to the scarcely less heavy exac- foundation to Saint Benezet, who accordtions of some lawless Baron, who claimed ingly became the patron of the Order, as
it as his high prerogative to levy a tax on Saint John was of the Freemasons proper.
every wayfarer who passed through his do- Saint Benezet was a shepherd of Avilar, in
mains. Inns were infrequent, incommodi- France, who was born in the year 1165.
the
ous, and expensive, and the weary traveller "He kept his mother's sheep in
could hardly have appreciated Shenstone's country," says Butler, the historian of the
saints, " being devoted to the practices of
declaration, that
piety beyond his age; when moved by
"Whoe'er has travelled life's dull round.
charity to save the lives of many poor perWhere'er his stages may have been.
sons, who were frequently drowned in
May sigh to tiiink he still has found
crossing the Ehone, and, being inspired by
His warmest welcome at an inn."
God, he undertook to build a bridge over
But one of the greatest embarrassments that rapid river at Avignon. He obtained
to which the traveller in this olden time the approbation of the Bishop, proved his
was exposed occurred when there was a mission by miracles, and began the work
necessity to cross a stream of water. The in 1177, which he directed during seven
noble bridges of the ancient Greeks and years. He died when the difficulty of the
Eomans had been destroyed by time or undertaking was over, in 1184. His body
war, and the intellectual debasement of the was buried upon the bridge itself, which
dark ages had prevented their renewal. was not completely finished till four years
Hence, when refinement and learning began after his decease, the structure whereof was
to awaken from that long sleep which fol- attended with miracles from the first laying
lowed the invasion of the Goths and Van- of the foundations till it was completed, in
dals and the decline and fall of the Roman 1188."
Divesting this account, which Butler has
Empire, the bridgeless rivers could only be
crossed by swimming through the rapid drawn from the Acta Sanctorum of the Bolcurrent, or by fording the shallow places.
landists, of the miraculous, the improbaThe earliest improvement towards a re- ble, and the legendary, the naked fact removal of these difficulties consisted in the mains that Benezet was engaged, as the
adoption of rafts or boats, and gilds or principal conductor of the work, in the
corporations of raftsmen and boatmen, construction of the magnificent bridge at
under the names of Linunoularii, Lintrarii, Avignon, with its eighteen arches. As
and Vtricularii, were formed to transport this is the moat ancient of the bridges of
travellers and merchandise across rivers. Europe built after the commencement of
But the times were lawless, and these water- the restoration of learning, it is most probmen oftener plundered than assisted their able that he was, as he is claimed to have
patrons.
Benevolent persons, therefore, been, the founder of that Masonic corporasaw the necessity of erecting hostelries on tion of builders who, under the name of
the banks of the rivers at frequented places, Brethren of the Bridge, assisted him in the

A

B

9

"

BRIDGE

BROACHED

undertakinur, and who, on the completion
of their task, were engaged in other parts
of France, of Italy, and of Germany, in
similar labors.
After the death of Saint Benezet, he
was succeeded by Johannes Benedictus, to
whom, as '' Prior of the Bridge," and to his
brethren, a charter was granted in 1187, by
which they obtained a chapel and cemetery,
with a chaplain.
In 1185, one year after the death of Saint
Benezet, the Brethren of the Bridge commenced the construction of the Bridge of
Saint Esprit, over the Rhone at Lyons.
The completion of this work greatly extended the reputation of the Bridge Builders, and in 1189 they received a charter
from Pope Clement III. The city of Avignon continued to be their headquarters, but
they gradually entered into Italy, Spain,

successor, already mentioned, of Benezet,
who had removed from Avignon to Sweden ?
As late as 1590 we find the Order existing
at Lucca, in Italy, where, in 1562, John de

Bridge, incorrectly calls them an Order of
Knights. They took, he says, vows of celibacy and poverty, and also to protect travellers, to attend upon the sick, and to build
Several of
bridges, roads, and hospitals.
the inventors of high degrees have, he
thinks, sought to revive the Order In some
of the degrees which they have established,
and especially in the Knights of the Sword,
which appears in the Ancient and Accepted
Rite as the fifteenth degree, or Knights of
the East; but I can find no resemblance
except that in the Knights of the Sword
there is in the ritual a reference to a river
and a bridge. I am more inclined to believe that the nineteenth degree of the
same Rite, or Grand Pontiff, was once connected with the Order we have been considering; and that, while the primitive
ritual has been lost or changed so as to
leave no vestige of a relationship between
the two, the name which is still retained
may have been derived from the Fr&rea
Pontifes of the twelfth century.
This, however, is mere conjecture, without any means of proof. All that we do
positively know is, that the bridge builders
of the Middle Ages were a Masonic association, and as such are entitled to a place in

Medicis exercised the functions of its chief

all
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Germany, Sweden, and Denmark. The
Swedish chronicles mention one Benedict,
between the years 1178 and 1191, who was
a Bishop and bridge builder at Skara, in
that kingdom. Could he have been the

Masonic

histories.

under the title of Magiater, or Master. How
the Order became finally extinct is not

Brief. The diploma or certificate in
some of the high degrees is so called.
known but after its dissolution much of
Bright. A Mason is said to be " bright
the property which it had accumulated who is well acquainted with the ritual, the
;

passed into the hands of the Knighta Hospitallers or Knights of Malta.
The gild or corporation of Bridge Builders, like the corporation of Travelling Freemasons, from which it was an offshoot, was
a religious institution, but admitted laymen
into the society. In other words, the workmen, or the great body of the gild, were
of course secular, but the patrons were dignitaries of the Church. When by the multiplication of bridges the necessity of their

forms of opening and closing, and the ceremonies of initiation.
This expression
does not, however, in its technical sense,
appear to include the superior knowledge
of the history and science of the Institu-

employment became less urgent, and when
the numbers of the workmen were greatly
increased, the patronage of the Church was
withdrawn, and the association was dissolved, or soon after fell into decay; its
members, probably, for the most part, reuniting with the corporations of Masons
from whom they had originally been derived.
Nothing has remained in modern
Masonry to preserve the memory of the
former connection of the Order with the
bridge builders of the Middle Ages, except
the ceremony of opening a bridge, which
is to be found in the rituals of the last century but even this has now almost become

rived from deep research. It is scarcely
necessary to sav which of the two kinds of
knowledge is the more valuable. The Mason whose acquaintance with the Institution is confined to what he learns from its
esoteric ritual will have but a limited idea
of its science and philosophy. And yet
a knowledge of the ritual as the foundation of higner knowledge is essential.
Thurnel. In the Andersonian lectures of the early part of the
eighteenth century the Immovaole Jewels
of the Lodge are said to be "the Tarsel
Board, Rough Ashlar, and Broached Thurnel;" and in describing their uses it is
taught that " the Rough Ashlar is for the
Fellow Crafts to try their jewels on, and the
Broached Thurnel for the Entered Apprentices to learn to work upon." Much difficulty

;

obsolete.

Lenning, who has appropriated a brief
article in his Encydopiidie der Freimaurerei

to the Bruckenbruder, or Brethren of the

and many bright Masons are, therenot necessarily learned Masons; and,
on the contrary, some learned Masons are
not well versed in the exact phraseology
of the ritual. The one knowledge depends
on a retentive memory, the other is detion,
fore,

Broached

;

BROKEN
been met with in discovering what the
Broached Thurnel really was. Dr. Oliver,
most probably deceived by the use to which
it was assigned, says (Diet. Symb. Mas.)
lias

that it was subsequently called the Rough
Ashlar. This is evidently incorrect, because a distinction is made in the original
lecture between it and the Rough Ashlar,
the former being for the Apprentices and
the latter for the Fellow Crafts.
Krause
(Kunaturkunden, i. 73,) has, by what authority I know not, translated it by Drehbank, which means a turning-lathe, an

implement not used by Operative Masons.
Now what is the real meaning of the word?
If we inspect an old tracing board of the Apprentice's

degree of the date

when the BroachedThuruel was in use, we shall
on it three
symbols, two of which
will at once be recognized
as the Tarsel, or Trestle
Board, and the Rough
Ashlar, just as we have
them at the present day ; while the third
symbol will be that depicted in the margin,
namely, a cubical stone with a pyramidal
apex. This is the Broached Thurnel. It
is the symbol which is still to be found,
with precisely the same form, in all French
tracing boards, under the name of the
pierre cubique, or cubical stone, and which
has been replaced in English and American tracing boards and rituals by the Perfect Ashlar.
For the derivation of the
words, we must go to old and now almost
find depicted

obsolete terras of architecture.
On inspection, it will at once be seen that the Broached

Thurnel has the form of a little square
turret with a spire springing from it. Now,
broach, or broche, saya Parker, ( Gloss, of
Terms in Architect, p. 97,) is "an old English term for a spire, still in use in some
parts of the country, as in Leicestershire,
where it is said to denote a spire springing
from the tower without any intervening
parapet.
Tliurnel is from the old French
tournelle, a turret or little tower.
The
Broached Thurnel, then, was the Spired
Turret.
It was a model on which apprentices might learn the principles of their
art, because it presented to them, in its
various outlines, the forms of the square and
the triangle, the cube and the pyramid."
Among the Hebrews, columns, or pillars, were used metaphorically to signify princes or nobles, as
Thus,
if they were the pillars of a state.
in Psalm xi. 3, the passage, reading in our
'translation, "If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?" is, in
the original, " when the columns are over-

Broken Column.

BROTHERLY
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i. e. when the firm supporters of
right and good have perished. So
the passage in Isaiah xix. 10 should read:
" her (Egypt's) columns are broken down,"
that is, the nobles of her state. In Freemasonry, the broken column is, as Master
Masons well know, the emblem of the fall
of one of the chief supporters of the Craft.
The use of the column or pillar as a monument erected over a tomb was a very ancient custom, and was a very significant
symbol of the character and spirit of the
person interred. See Monument.

thrown,"

what

is

Brother. The

term which Freema-

sons apply to each other. Freemasons are
brethren, not only by common participation of the human nature, but as professing
the same faith as being jointly engaged in
the same labors, and as being united by a
mutual covenant or tie, whence they are
also emphatically called " Brethren of the
;

Mystic Tie."

See Companion.

Brotberbood.

When

our Saviour

designated his disciples as his brethren, he
implied that there was a close bond of union
existing between them, which idea was
subsequently carried out by St. Peter in
his direction to "love the brotherhood."
Hence the early Christians designated
themselves as a brotherhood, a relationship unknown to the Gentile religions;
and the ecclesiastical and other confraternities of the Middle Ages assumed the
same title to designate any association of
men engaged in the same common object,
governed by the same rules, and united by
an identical interest. The association or
fraternity of Freemasons is, in this sense,
called a brotherhood.

Brotberly Kiss. See Kiss, Fraternal.
Brotberly liOTe. At a very early
period in the course of his initiation,
a candidate for the mysteries of Freemasonry is informed that the great tenets
of the Order are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. These virtues are illustrated, and their practice recommended to
the aspirant, at every step of his progress
and the instruction, though continually varied in its mode, is so constantly repeated,
as infallibly to impress upon his mind
their absolute necessity in the constitution
of a good Mason.
Brotherly Love might very well be
supposed to be an ingredient in the organization of a society so peculiarly constituted as that of Freemasonry. But the
brotherly love which we inculcate is not a
mere abstraction, nor is its character left
to any general and careless understanding
of the candidate, who might be disposed to
give much or little of it to his brethren,
according to the peculiar constitution of
his own mind, or the extent of his own

—

:

BRUCE

BROTHERS
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generous or

It

selfish feelings.

is,

on the

contrary, closely defined its object plainly denoted and the very mode and manner
of its practice detailed in words, and illustrated by symbols, so as to give neither
cause for error nor apology for indifierenee.
Every Mason is acquainted with the Five
he knows their
Points of Fellowship
ne can never forget
symbolic meaning
the interesting incidents that accompanied
their explanation and while he has this
knowledge, and retains this remembrance,
he can be at no loss to understand what are
his duties, and what must be his conduct,
in relation to the principle of Brotherly
Love. See Five Points of Fellowship and
Tenets oj Freemasons.
;

;

—

—

;

Brotliers of the Rosy Cross. See
Jiosii;rueians.

Browne, John.
Browne

In

John
work en-

1798

published, in London, a

"The Master Key through all the
Degrees of a Freemason's Lodge, to which

titled
is

added, Eulogiums and Illustrations upon

Freemasonry." In 1802, he published a
second edition under the title of " Browne's
Masonic Master Key through the three
Under the
degrees, by way of polyglot.
sanction of the Craft in general, containing the exact mode of working, initiation,
passing and raising to the sublime degree
of a Master. Also, the several duties of
the Master, oflScers, and brethren while in
the Lodge, with every requisite to render
the accomplished Mason an explanation of
The whole interall the hieroglyphics.
spersed with illustrations on Theology,
Astronomy, Architecture, Arts, Sciences,
&c., many of which are by the editor."
Browne had been, he says, the Past Master
of six Lodges, and wrote his work not as
an ofiensive exposition, but as a means of
giving Masons a knowledge of the ritual.
It is considered to be a very complete representation of the Prestonian lectures, and
as such was incorporated by Krause in his
" drei altesten Kunsturkunden." The work

printed in a very complicated cipher, the
key to which, and without which the book
is wholly unintelligible, was, by way of
caution, delivered only personally, and to
none but those who had reached the third
degree.
The explanation of this " mystical
key," as Browne calls it, is as follows. The
word Browne supplies the vowels, thus,
is

,

-.

a e

1

o u y

'

and these six vowels iu turn

six letters, thus,-;
represent
^
'

'

k

;

c o

1

—.
n u

Ini-

of no value, and supernumerary letters are often inserted. The words are
kept separate, but the letters of one word
are often divided between two or three.

tial capitals are

Much

therefore is left to the shrewdness of
the decipherer. The initial sentence of
the work may be adduced as a specimen.
Vbs Bplrbsrt wbss osfm ronwprn Pongth
Mrlwdgr, which is thus deciphered Please
to assist me in opening the Lodge. The work
is now exceedingly rare.
Bru. See Vielle Bru, Bite of.
Bruce, Robert. The introduction
of Freemasonry into Scotland has been attributed by some writers to KobertjKing
of Scotland, commonly called Robert Bruce,
who is said to have established in 1314 the
Order of Herodem, for the reception of
those Knights Templars who had taken
refuge in his dominions from the persecutions of the pope and the king of France.
Thory {Act. Lat., i. 6,) copies the following
from a manuscript in the library of the
Mother Lodge of the Philosophical Kite
" Eobert Bruce, King of Scotland, under
the name of Eobert Bruce, created, on the
24th June, 1314, after the battle of Bannockburn, the Order of St. Andrew of the
Thistle, to which has been since united
that of Herodem, for the sake of the Scotch
Masons, who composed a part of the thirty
thousand men with whom he had conquered
an army of a hundred thousand Englishmen. He reserved, in perpetuity, to himself and his successors, the title of Grand
Master. He founded the Royal Grand
Lodge of the Order of Herodem at Kilwinning, and died, crowned with glory and
honor, the 9th of July, 1329."
Dr. Oliver, (Landm., ii. 13,) referring
to the abolition of the Templar Order in
England, when the Knights were compelled
to enter the Preceptories of the Knights
of St. John, as dependants, says
" In Scotland, Edward, who had overrun
the country at the time, endeavored to pursue the same course but, on summoning
the Knights to appear, only two, Walter
de Clifton, the Grand Preceptor, and another, came forward.
On their examination, they confessed that all the rest had
fled
and as Bruce was advancing with his
army to meet Edward, nothing further was
done. The Templars, being debarred from
taking refuge either in England or Ireland,
had no alternative but to join Bruce, and
give their active support to his cause.
Thus, after the battle of Bannockburn,
in 1814, Bruce granted a charter of lauds
to Walter de Clifton, as Grand Master of
the Templars, for the a.ssistance which they
rendered on that occasion.
Hence the
Royal Order of H. R. D. M. was frequenly
practised under the name of Templary."
Lawrie, or the author of Lawrie's Book,
who is excellent authority for Scottish Masonry, does not appear, however, to give
any credit to the narrative. Whatever
:

:

;

;

BEUN
Bruce

may have done

grees, there is

BULL

for the higher de-

no doubt that Ancient Craft

Masonry was introduced into Scotland at
an earlier period. But it cannot be denied
that Bruce was one of the patrons and encouragers of Scottish Freemasonry.

Briin,

Abraham Yan. A wealthy

Hamburg, who died at an advanced age in 1768. For many years he
had been the soul of the Society of True

Mason

or

and Ancient Bosicruciaus, which soon
his death was dissolved.

after

Brunswick, Congress of. It was
convoked, in 1775, by Ferdinand, Duke of
Brunswick. Its object was to effect a fusion
of the various Kites but it terminated its
labors, after a session of six weeks, without
;

success.

Buenos Ayres.

There

is

much

un-

certainty of detail in the early history of
Freemasonry in the Argentine Republic.

To Brother A. G. Goodall, of New York,
who visited the South American States
some years ago, are we indebted for the
most authentic accounts of the introduc-

Masonry into those countries. He
that Lodges were in existence in
Buenos Ayres about the year 1846, but in
consequence of the unsettled state of society
their labors were suspended, and it was not
until 1853 that the Order commenced a
permanent career in the Rio de Plata.
January 19, 1854, Excelsior Lodge was
established at Buenos Ayres by a Warrant of the Grand Lodge of England. It
worked in the York Rite and in the English language.
Two other Lodges were
subsequently established by the same authority, one working in English and one in
German. In 1856 there was an irregular
tion of

says
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fessor of Philosophy in the University of
Giittingen, who, not being himself a Mason,

published, in 1804, a work entitled, XJeber
den Vrsprung und die vornehmaten Schicksale
des Ordena der Rosenkreuzer und Freimaurer, that is, " On the Origin and the Principal Events of the Orders of Rosicrucianism

and Freemasonry."

This work,

illogical

in its arguments, false in many of its statements, and confused in its arrangement,
was attacked by Frederick Nicclai in a
critical review of it in 1806, and is spoken
of very slightingly even by De Quincey,

himselfno very warm admirer of the Masonic
Institution,

who

published, in 1824, in the

London Magazine,

a loose transla-

(vol. ix.,)

"abstracted, re-arranged, and
improved," under the title of Historicocritical Inquiry into the Origin of the Rosiorucians and the Freemasons.
Buhle's
theory was that Freemasonry was invented
in the year 1629, by John Valentine Andrea.
Buhle was born at Brunswick in
1753, became Professor of Philosophy at
Gottingen in 1787, and, having afterwards
taught in his native city, died there in 1821.
Builder. The chief architect of the
Temple of Solomon is often called "the
Builder." But the word is also applied
generally to the Craft ; for every speculative Mason is as much a builder as was
his operative predecessor.
An American
writer (F. S. Wood) thus alludes to this
symbolic idea. " Masons are called moral
builders.
In their rituals, they declare
that a more noble and glorious purpose
than squaring stones and hewing timbers
fitting immortal nature for that
is theirs,
spiritual building not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens." And he adds,
" The builder builds for a century Masons
for eternity."
In this sense, " the builder"
is the noblest title that can be bestowed
upon a Mason.
Builder, Smitten. See Smitten
Builder.
tion of

it,

—

body working in the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, which claimed the prerogatives of a
Grand Lodge, but it was never recognized,
and soon ceased to exist. In September
13, 1858, a Supreme Council and Grand
Orient was established by the Supreme
Council of Paraguay. This body is still in
Builders, Corporations of. See
active operation under the title of The Su- Stone-Masons of the Middle Ages.
preme Council of the Argentine Republic,
Bui. Oliver says that this is one of
Orient of Buenos Ayres. In 1801 the Grand the names of God among the ancients. I
Lodge of England issued a Warrant for the can find no such word in any oriental lanestablishment of a Provincial Grand Lodge, guage. It is really a Masonic mutilation
which is in fraternal alliance with the Su- of the word Bel. See Buk.
preme Council, and by the consent of the
Bull, Papal. An edict or proclamalatter is authorized to establish symbolic tion issued from the Apostolic Chancery,
with the seal and signature of the pope,
Lodges.
Bull. A monstrous corruption, in the written in Gothic letters and upon coarse
American Royal Arch, of the word Bel. parchment. It derives its name from the
Up to a recent period, it was combined leaden seal which is attached to it by a
with another corruption, Lun, in the muti- cord of hemp or silk, and which in mediaelated form of Buh-Lun, under which dis- val Latin is called bulla. Several of these
guise the words Bel and On were presented bulls have from time to time been fulminated against Freemasonry and other secret
to the neophyte.
;

Buhle, Jotaann Gottlieb.

Pro-

societies, subjecting

them

to the heaviest

;

BURNING
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ecclesiastical punishments, even to the
greater excommunication. According to
these bulls, a Freemason is ipso facto ex-

communicated by continuing his membership in the society, and is thus deprived
of all spiritual privileges while living,
and the rites of burial when dead.

which prohibited any Mason from attending a funeral or other procession clothed in
any of the jewels or badges of the Craft,
except by dispensation of the Grand Master or his deputy.

Masonic symbolism with many valuable

There are no further regulations on this
subject in any of the editions of the Book
of Constitutions previous to the modern
code which is now in force in the Grand
Lodge of England. But Preston gives us
the rules on this subject, which have now
been adopted by general consent as the law
of the Order, in the following words:
"No Mason can be interred with the
formalities of the Order unless it be at his
own special request communicated to the
Master of the Lodge of which he died a
foreigners and sojourners exmember
cepted; nor unless he has been advanced
to the third degree of Masonry, from which
restriction there can be no exception.
Fellow Crafts or Apprentices are not entitled to the funeral obsequies."
The only restrictions prescribed by Preston are, it will be perceived, that the deceased must have been a Master Mason,
that he had himself made the request, and
that he was affiliated, which is implied by
the expression that he must have made the
request for burial of the Master of the
Lodge of which he was a member. Fellow
Crafts and Entered Apprentices are not
permitted to join in a funeral procession
and, accordingly, we find that in the form
of procession laid down by Preston no
place is assigned to them, in which he has
been followed by all subsequent monitorial

suggestions.

writers.

of. A class of
workmen at the Temple mentioned in 2
Chron. ii. 18, and referred to by Masonic
writers as the Ish Sabal, which see.
Burial. The right to be buried with
the ceremonies of the Order is one that,
under certain restrictions, belongs to every
Master Mason.
None of the ancient Constitutions contain any law upon this subject, nor can
the exact time be now determined when
funeral processions and a burial service
were first admitted as regulations of the

The regulation of 1754, which requires a
dispensation from the Grand Master for a
funeral procession, is not considered of
force in this country, and accordingly, in
America, Masons have generally been permitted to bury their dead without the
necessity of such dispensation.
Bush. In the third chapter of Exodus it is recorded that, while
Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro on
Mount Horeb, "the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out
of the midst of a bush," and there communicated to him for the first time his
Ineffiible Name.
This occurrence is commemorated in the " Burning Bush " of ihe
Royal Arch degree. In all the systems of
antiquity, fire is adopted as a symbol of
Deity; and the "Burning Bush," or the
bush filled with fire which did not consume,
whence came forth the Tetragrammaton,
the symbol of Divine Light and Truth, is
considered, in the higher degrees of Masonry, like the "Orient" in the lower, as
the great source of true Masonic light;
wherefore Supreme Councils of the 33d

Of

these bulls, the

first

was promulgated

by Clement XII., on the 27th of April,
1738 this was repeated and made perpetual
by Benedict XIV., on the 18th of May,
;

On

the 13th of August, 1814, an
was issued by
the Cardinal Gonsalvi, Secretary of State of
Pius VII. and lastly, similar denunciatory
edicts have within recent years been uttered
by Pius IX. Notwithstanding these reiterated denunciations and attempts at Papal
suppression, the Mason may say of his
Order as Galileo said of the earth, i pur si
muove.
Bulletin. The name given by the
Grand Orient of France to the monthly
publication which contains the official
record of its proceedings.
similar work
is issued by the Supreme Council Of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of
America, and by several other Supreme
Councils and Grand Orients.
1775.

edict continuing these bulls
;

A

Bunyan, John. "The

well-known

author of the Pilgrim's Progress." He lived
in the seventeenth century, and was the

most celebrated allegorical writer of England. His work entitled Solomon's Temple
Spiritualized will

supply the student of

Burdens, Bearers

Order.

The celebrated caricature of a mock procession of the " Scald Miserable Masons,"
as it was called, was published in 1742, and
represented a funeral procession.
This
would seem to imply that Masonic funeral
processions must have been familiar at that
time to the people for a caricature, however distorted, must have an original for
its foundation.
The first official notice, however, that we
have of funeral processions is in November, 1754.
regulation was then adopted
;

A

—

Burning

BUENES
degree date their balustres, or official documents, " near the B/. B.'.," or " Burning
Bush," to intimate that they are, in their
own Eite, the exclusive source of all Ma-

BY-LAWS
Mason

familiar with that noble farewell

to his brethren of Tarbolton

Lodge com-

mencing.
Adieu a heart-warm, fond adieu
Dear brothers of the mystic tie

sonic instruction.

Burnes, James.

is

135

!

A

distinguished
Mason, and formerly Provincial Grand
Master of Western India. He is the author
of an interesting work entitled a "Sketch of
the History of the Knights Templars.
By
James Burnes, LL.D., F.R.S., Knight of the

Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order;" published at London, in 1840, in 74 + 60 pages
in small quarto.

Burns, Robert. The celebrated
Scottish poet, of whose poetry William
Pitt has said " that he could think of none
since Shakespeare's that had so much the
appearance of sweetly coming from nature;" was born at Kirk Alloway, near the
town of Ayr, on the 25th of January, 1759,
and died on the 22d of July, 1796. He
was initiated into Freemasonry in the town
of Irvine, in 1781, and was at one time the
Master of a Lodge at Mauchline, where he
presided with great credit to himself, as
appears from the following remarks of the
philosophic Dugald Stewart.
"In the
course of the same season, I was led by
curiosity to attend for an hour or two a
Masonic Lodge in Mauchline, where Burns
presided.
He had occasion to make some
short, unpremeditated compliments to difhe had no
ferent individuals from
reason to expect a visit, and everything he
said was happily conceived and forcibly as

whom

well as fluently expressed." The slanderous charge that he acquired the habits of
dissipation, to which he was unfortunately
addicted, at the festive meetings of the Masonic Lodges, has been triumphantly refuted by a writer in the London Freemason's Magazine, (vol. v., p. 291,) and by
the positive declarations of his brother
Gilbert, who asserts that these habits were
the result of his introduction, several years
after his attendance on the Lodges, to the
hospitable literary society of the Scottish
metropolis.
Burns consecrated some portion of his
wonderful poetic talent to the service of
the Masonic Order, to which he appears
always to have been greatly attached.
Among his Masonic poetic eifusions every

I

1

On

the 25th of January, 1820, a

monument

was erected

to his memory, by public subscription, at his birthplace; the cornerstone of which was laid with appropriate

Masonic honors by the Deputy Grand
Master of the Ancient Mother Lodge Kilwinning, assisted by all the Masonic Lodges
in Ayrshire.

Business. Everything

that

is

done

in a Masonic Lodge, relating to the initiation of candidates into the several degrees,
is called its work or labor; all other transactions such as are common to other associations come under the head of business,
and they are governed with some peculiar
differences by rules of order, as in other
societies.
See Order, Rules of.
Byblos. An ancient city of Phcenicia,
celebrated for the mystical worship of
Adonis, who was slain by a wild boar. It
was situated on a river of the same name,
whose waters, becoming red at a certain

season of the year by the admixture of the
clay which is at its source, were said by the
celebrants of the mysteries of Adonis to
be tinged with the blood of that god. This
city, so distinguished for the celebration of
these mysteries, was the Gebal of the Hebrews, the birthplace of the Giblemites, or
stone-squarers,,who wrought at the building
of King Solomon's Temple; and thus those
who have advanced the theory that Freemasonry is the successor of the Ancient
Mysteries, think that they find in this
identity of Byblos and Gebal another point
of connection between these Institutions.
By-laws. Every subordinate Lodge
is permitted to make its own by-laws, provided they do not conflict with the regulations of the Grand Lodge, nor with the
ancient usages of the Fraternity. But of
this, the Grand Lodge is the only judge,
and therefore the original by-laws of every
Lodge, as well as all subsequent alterations
of them, must be submitted to the Grand
Lodge for approval and confirmation before
they can become valid.
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CABUL

CABALA

C.
Cabala. Now more correctly and
generally written Kahbala, which see. Its
derivatives also, such as Oabaliat, Cabalistic
Mason, etc., will be found under the titles
Kabbalist, Kabbalialic Mason, etc.
Cabiric Mysteries. The Cabiri
were gods whose worship was

first established in the island of Samothrace, where
the Cabiric Mysteries were practised. The
gods called the Cabiri were originally two,
and afterwards four, in number, and are
supposed by Bryant [Arial. Ant. Myth., iii.
342,) to have referred to Noah and his three
sons, the Cabiric Mysteries being a modification of the arkite worship. In these
mysteries there was a ceremony called the
" Cabiric Death," in which was represented,

amid the groans and tears and subsequent
rejoicings of the initiates, the death and
restoration to life of Cadmillus, the youngest
of the Cabiri. The legend recorded that he
was slain by his three brethren, who afterwards fled with his virile parts in a mystic
basket.
His body was crowned with flowers, and was buried at the foot of Mount
Olympus. Clement of Alexandria speaks
of the legend as the sacred mystery of a brother slain by his brethren, " frater trucidatus k fratribus."
There is much perplexity connected with
the subject of these mysteries, but it is generally supposed that they were instituted in
honor of Atys, theson of Cybele or Demeter, of whom Cadmillus was but another
name. According to Macrobius, Atys was
one of the appellations of the sun, and we
know that the mysteries were celebrated at
the vernal equinox. They lasted three
days, during which they represented in the
person of Atys, or Cadmillus, the enigmatical death of the sun in winter, and his regeneration in the spring. In all probability, in the initiation, the candidate passed
through a drama, the subject of which was
the violent death of Atys. The " Cabiric
Death " was, in fact, a type of the Hiramic,
and the legend, so far as it can be understood from the faint allusions of ancient
authors, was very analogous in spirit and
design to that of the third degree of Freemasonry.
Many persons annually resorted to Samothrace to be initiated into the celebrated
mysteries, among whom are mentioned Cadmus, Orpheus, Hercules, and Ulysses.
Jamblichus says, in his life of Pythagoras,
that from those of Lemnos that sage derived much of his wisdom. The mysteries
of the Cabiri were much respected among
the common people, and great care was
taken in their concealment. The priests

made use of a language

peculiar to the

rites.

The mysteries were in existence at Samothrace as late as the eighteenth year of the
Christian era, at which time the Emperor
Germanicus embarked for that island, to be
initiated, but was prevented from accon>plishing his purpose by adverse winds.

Cable Tow. The

word

" tow " signi-

properly, a line wherewith to draw.
Richardson (Diet.) defines it as "that which
tuggeth, or with which we tug or draw."
cable tow is a rope or line for drawing
or leading.
The word is purely Masonic,
and in some of the writers of the early part
of the last century we find the expression
" cable rope." Prichard so uses it in 1730.
The German word for a cable or rope is
fies,

A

cabeltau,

and thence our

cable tow

is

proba-

bly derived.

In its first inception, the cable tow seems
have been used only as a physical means
of controlling the candidate, and such an
interpretation is still given in the Entered
Apprentice's degree. But in the second and
third degrees a more modern symbolism
has been introduced, and the cable tow is
in these grades supposed to symbolize the
covenant by which all Masons are tied, thus
reminding us of the passage in Hosea (xi.
4), " I drew them with cords of a man,
with bands of love."
Cable Tow's Liength. Gadicke
says that, " according to the ancient laws
of Freemasonry, every brother must attend
his Lodge if he is within the length of his
to

cable tow." The old writers define the
length of a cable tow, which they sometimes
called " a cable's length," to be three miles
for an Entered Apprentice.
But the expression is really symbolic, and, as it was
defined by the Baltimore Convention in
1842, means the scope of a man's reasonable
ability.

Cabul. A
cities

twenty
Hiram, king

district containing

which Solomon gave

to

of Tyre, for his assistance in the construction of the Temple. Clark (Comm.) thinks
it likely that they were not given to Hiram
so that they should be annexed lo his Tyrian dominions, but rather to be held as
security for the money which he had advanced. This, however, is merely conjectural.
The district containing them is
placed by Josephus in the north-west part
of Galilee, adjacent to Tyre. Hiram does
not appear to have been satisfied with the
why, is uncertain. Kitto thinks begift
cause they were not situated on the coast.
A Masonic legend says because they were
ruined and dilapidated villages, and in
;

;

:

CADET

C^MENTARIUS

token of his dissatisfaction, Hiram called
the district Cabul. The meaning of this
word is not known. Josephus, probably
by conjecture from the context, says it
means " unpleasing." Hiller [Onomast.)
and, after him, Bates [Did.) suppose that
^7133 is derived from the particle 5, a«, and
Sj, nothing. The Talmudic derivation from
CBL, tied with fetteri, is Talmudically childish.
The dissatisfaction of Hiram and its
results constitute the subject of the legend
of the degree of Intimate Secretary in the

And Statius, imitating this passage, makes
the same allusion in his Thebaid, (1. 314,)
thus translated by Lewis.
"

He grasps

the
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wand which draws from hollow

J;raves,
rives the trembling shades

Stygian

to

waves
With magic power seals the watchful eye
In slumbers soft or causes sleep to fly."

The

magic
Mercury, who had invented the lyre, making it
Scoltish Kite.
out of the shell of the tortoise, exchanged
Cadet - Gassicourt, Charles it with Apollo for the latter's magical wand.
XiOUis. The author of the celebrated This wand was simply an olive branch
work entitled Le Tombeau de Jacques Mo- around which were placed two fillets of
lay, which was published^ at Paris, in 1796,
ribbon. Afterwards, when Mercury was in
and in which he attempted, like Barruel Arcadia, he encountered two serpents enand Kobison, to show that Freemasonry gaged in deadly combat. These he sepawas the source and instigator of all the rated with his wand hence the olive wand
political revolutions which at that time became the symbol of peace, and the two
were convulsing Europe. Cadet-Gassicourt fillets were replaced by the two serpents,
was himself the victim of political perse- thus giving to the Caduceus its well-known
cution, and, erroneously attributing his form of a stafi) around which two serpents
sufferings to the influences of the Masonic are entwined.
Lodges in France, became incensed against
Such is the legend but we may readily
the Order, and this gave birth to his libel- see that in the olive, as the symbol of imlous book.
But subsequent reflection led mortality, borne as the attribute of Merhjm to change his views, and he became an cury, the giver of life to the dead, we
ardent admirer of the Institution which he have a more ancient and profounder symhad formerly maligned. He sought initi- bolism. The serpents, symbols also of'imation into Freemasonry, and in 1806 was mortality, are appropriately united with
elected as Master of the Lodge I'Abeille in the olive wand.
The legend also accounts
Paris.
He was born at Paris, Jan. 23, 1769, for a later and secondary symbolism that
and died in the same city Nov. 21, 1821.
of peace.
The Caduceus then
the original meanCadniillug. The youngest of the
Cabiri, and as he is slain in the Cabiric ing of which word is a herald's staff
as
Mysteries, he becomes the analogue of tlie the attribute of a life-restoring God, is in
Builder in the legend of Freen)asonry.
its primary meaning the symbol of immorCaduceus. The Caduceus was the tality so in Freemasonry the rod of the
magic wand of the god Hermes. It was Senior Deacon, or the Master of Ceremoan olive stafi" twined with fillets, which nies, is but an analogue of the Hermean
were gradually converted to wings and ser- Caduceus. This officer, as leading the aspents.
Hermes, or Mercury, was the mes- pirant through the forms of initiation into
senger of Jove. Among his numerous attri- his new birth or Masonic regeneration, and
butes, one of the most important was that of teaching him in the solemn ceremonies of
wand,

history of this Caduceus, or

will lead us to its

symbolism.

;

;

—

—

—

;

conducting disembodied spirits to the other
world, and, on necessary occasions, of bringing them back. He was the guide of souls,
and the restorer of the dead to life. Thus,
Horace, in addressing him, says

the third degree the lesson of eternal life,
the magic wand as a representation of it, which was the attribute of that
ancient deity, who brought the dead into life.
Cseineiitarius. Latin.
builder of

may well use

A

mason from ccementa, rough unhewn stones as they come from the quarry.
In mediaeval Latin, the word is used to designate an operative mason.
Du Cange
walls, a

" Unspotted spirits you consign
To blissful seats and joys divine.
And powerful with your golden wand

The

light unburied

crowd command."

Virgil also alludes to this attribute of
the magic wand when he is describing the
flight of Mercury on his way to bear Jove's

warning message to .Sneas
"

:

His wand he takes; with this pale ghost he calls
From Pluto's realms, or sends to Tartarus
shore."

MagisterCcementariorumaa used to designate him who presided over the building
of edifices, that is, the Master of the works.
It has been adopted by some modern writers
as a translation of the word F¥eeinason. Its
employment for that purpose is perhaps
more correct than that of the more usual
word latomus, which owes its use to the authority of Thory.
cites
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CaglloBtro. Of all the MaHonic char- they succeeded in collecting a considerable
who flourished in the eighteenth cen- amount of money. Their next appearance

latans

tury the Count Cagliostro was most prominent, whether we consider the ingenuity of
his schemes of deception, the extensive
field of his operations through almost every
country of Europe, or the distinguished
character and station of many of those whose
credulity made them his victims. The history of Masonry in that century would not
be complete without a reference to this
Erincd of Masonic impostors. To write the
istory of Masonry in the eighteenth century and to leave out Cagliostro, would be
like enacting the play of Hamlet and leaving out the part of the Prince of Denmark.
And yet Carlyle has had occasion to
complain of the paucity of materials for
such a work. Indeed, of one so notorious
as Cagliostro comparatively but little iti to

be found in print. The only works upon
which he who would write his life must dedepend are a Life of him published in London, 1787 Memoirs, in Paris, 1786 and
Memoirs Authentiques, Strasburg, 1786 a
;

;

;

the island of Malta, where they
for some time in the laboratory of
the Grand Master Pinto. There Altotas
as I shall hencedied, and Balsamo, or
forth call him by the name which he subCagliostro, proceeded
sequently assumed
to visit Naples, under the protection of a
Knight of Malta, to whom he had been recommended by the Grand Master. He subsequently united his forluiiKs to a Sicilian
prince, who was addicted to the study of
chemistry, and who carried him to visit his
estates in Sicily. He took this opportunity
of revisiting Mestsina, where he deserted
his princely patron, and became the associate of a dissolute priest, with whom he
went to Naples and lioine. In the latter
place, which he visited for the first time, he
is

in

worked

—

—

assumed several
sometimes in an

characters,

appearing

ana sometimes in a secular habit. His principal
occupation at this period was that of tilling up outlines of copperplate engravings
with India ink, which ne sold for pen-andink drawings. Cagliostro could do nothing
ecclesiastical,

Germany, published at Berlin, 1787;
another in Italian, published at Koine in
1791 and a few fugitive pieces, consisting without a mingling of imposture.
chiefly of manifestoes of himself and his
About this time he made the acquaintdisciples.
ance of a young woman, Lorenza Feliciani,
Joseph Balsamo, subsequently known as whom he married, and to whom her parents
Count Cagliostro, was the son of Peter Bal- gave a trifling dower, but one which was
samo and Felicia Bruconieri, both of mean proportioned to her condition. This woextraction, who was born on the 8th of June, man subsequently made a principal figure
Life, in
;

1743, in the city of Palermo. Upon the death
of his father, he was taken under the protection of his maternal uncles, who caused
him to be instructed in the elements of religion and learning, by both of which he
profited so little, tliat he eloped several
times from the Seminary of St. Roch, near
Palermo, where he had been placed for his
instruction.
At the age of thirteen he was
carried to the Convent of the Good Brotherhood at Castiglione. There, having assumed the habit of a novice, he was placed
under the tuition of the apothecary, from
whom he learned the principles of chemistry and medicine.
His brief residence at
the convent was marked by violations of

many

of its rules ;
altogether, he

and

finally,

abandoning

returned

to Palermo.
There he continued his vicious courses, and
was frequently seized and imprisoned for
infractions of the law.
At length, having
it

cheated a goldsmith, named Marano. of a
large amount of gold, he was compelled to
flee from his native country.
He then repaired to Messina, where he
became acquainted with one Altotas, who
pretended to be a great chemist. Together
they proceeded to Alexandria in Egypt,
where, by means of certain chemical, or
perhaps rather by financial, operationa,

partaking of his manifold
adventures, aiding him in his impostures,
and finally betraying his confidence, by becoming the chief witness against him on
in his history,

his trial at Rome.
I shall say nothing here or hereafter of
the domestic lite of this well-assorted couple, except that, by the woman's own confessicm, it was guided by the most immoral
principles, and marked by the most licentious practices.
Soon after his marriage he became ac-

quainted with a notorious adventurer

—

—

his

countryman
called the Marquis Agliata,
whose character strongly resembled his
own, and with one Ottavio Nicastro, an accomplished

villain,

who

subsequently

ished his career on the gibbet.
This triumvirate of rogues

fin-

occupied
themselves In the manufacture of forged
notes and bonds, with which they amassed
considerable sums of money.
But the
course of roguery, like that of true love,
" never does run smooth ; " and, having
quarrelled about a division of the spoils,
Nicastro, finding himself cheated by his
comrades, betrayed them to the police, who
sought to arrest them. But Cagliostro and
his wife, accompanied by the Marquis Agliata, learning the design, made their es-

:
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and travelled towards Venice. They
stopped a short time at Bergamo, for the
purpose of replenishing their exhausted
purses by a resumption of their forgeries
the municipal authorities however, discovering their project, banished them from the
The marquis fled alone, carrying
city.
with him the funds, and leaving Cagliostro
and his wife in so destitute a condition,
that they were compelled to beg their way
as pilgrims through Sardinia and Genoa.
At length they arrived at Antibes, in Spain.
Here, by the practice of a little of his usual
chicanery, the count was enabled to recruit
his impoverished fortunes.
Thence they
travelled to Barcelona, where they remained six months, living upon those
whom they could delude, and finally retired to Lisbon, whence they subsequently

for the extension of his Bite, and anxious
for the greater income which it promised,
he again passed over to the Continent,
where he justly anticipated abundant success in its propagation.

cape,

went to England.
In the year 1772

we

find Cagliostro in

London, where he remained about twelve
months. During this period he attempted
to practise his chemical secrets, but not, it
appears, with much success; as he was
sell some of his jewels to obmeans of subsistence, and was at
length thrown into the King's Bench prison
by his creditors. Being released from confinement, he passed over into France, and
was engaged for some years in visiting the
different capitals of Europe, where he professed to be in possession of the Hermetic

compelled to
tain the

secrets for restoring youth,

prolonging

life,

and transmuting the baser metals into gold.
Dupes were not wanting, and Cagliostro
seems to have been successful in his schemes
for enriching himself by " obtaining money
under false pretences."' In 1776 Cagliostro
again repaired to London. Here he appeared with renovated fortunes, and, taking
a house in a fashionable neighborhood, attracted attention by the splendor of his
domestic establishment.
In Loudon, during this visit, Cagliostro
became connected with the Order of Freemasonry.
In the month of April he received the degrees in Esperance Lodge, No.
289, which then met at the King's Head
Tavern. Cagliostro did not join the Order
with disinterested motives, or at least he
determined in a very short period after his
initiation to use the Institution as an instrument for the advancement of his personal interests. Here he is said to have invented, in 1777, that grand scheme of imposture under the name of " Egyptian
Masonry," by the propagation of which he
subsequently became so famous as the great
Masonic charlatan of his age.
London did not fail to furnish him with
a fertile field for his impositions, and the
English Masons seemed noways reluctant
to become his dupes ; but, being ambitious

As

this
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Egyptian Masonry constituted

the great pursuit of the rest of his life,
and was the instrument which he used for
many years to make dupes of thousands of
credulous persons, among whom not a few
princes, nobles, and philosophers are to be
counted, it is proper that, in any biography
of this great charlatan, some account should
be given of the so-called Masonic scheme
of which he was the founder.
This account is to be derived, as all accounts
hitherto published on the same subject
have been, from the book which came into
the possession of the Inquisition at the
trial of Cagliostro, and which purports to
contain the rituals of his degrees. Of this
work, which Carlyle calls in his rough
style a " certain expository Masonic orderbook of Cagliostro's," the author of the
Italian biography,* who writes, however, in
the interest of the Church, and with the
sanction of the Apostolic Chamber, says,
that the style is so elegant, that it could
not have been composed by himself; but he
admits that the materials were furnished
by Cagliostro, and put into form by some
other person of greater scholarship. Be
this as it may, this book furnishes us with
the only authentic account of the Masonry
of Cagliostro, and to its contents we must
resort, as very fully extracted in the Comr
pendio della Vita.
Cagliostro states that in England he purchased some manuscripts from one George
Coston, which treated of Egyptian Masonry, but with a system somewhat magical

and
ever,

superstitious.
Upon this plan, howhe resolved to build up a new ritual

Assuming the

title of Grand
derived from that of the
high priests of Egypt,
Cagliostro prom-

of Masonry.
Cophta,
a

—

title

—

ised his followers to conduct them to perfection by means of moral and physical
regeneration By the first, to make them
find the primal matter, or philosopher's
stone, and the acacia, which consolidates
in man the poWers of the most vigorous
:

youth and renders him immortal
second, to teach

;

by the

him how

to procure the
pentagon, which restores man to his primitive state of innocence, forfeited by the
original sin.
supposes Egyptian Masonry was instituted by Enoch and Elias,
who propagated it in different parts of the

He

world, but that with time it lost much of
its purity and splendor.
All Masonry but
* Compendio della Vita e delle Gesta di Chiuseppe Balaamo denominato il Conte Cagliostro,

Moma,

1791, p. 87.
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own he called mere buffoonery, .and
Adoptive Masonry he declares to have
been almost destroyed. The object, therefore, of Egyptian Masonry was to restore
to its original lustre the Masonry of either
sex. The ceremonies were conducted with

In the admission of a man to the degree
of Companion or Fellow-Craft, the Grand
Master addressed the candidate in the following words " By the power that I hold
from the Grand Cophta, the founder of our
Order, and by the grace of God, I confer
upon you the degree of Companion, and
constitute you a guardian of the new
science, in which we are preparing to make
you a participator, by the sacred names
of Helios, Mene, Tetragrammaton."
In the admission of a disciple into the
degree of Master, Cagliostro was careful to
adopt a ceremonial which might make an
impression of his own powers and those of
his Eite upon the recipiendary.
The inquisitorial biographer is lavish of the
charges of immorality, sacrilege, and blasphemy, in his account of these ceremonies.
Such charges were to be expected when the
Church was dealing with Masonry, either in
for Masons
its pure, or its spurious form
had long before been excommunicated
in a mass by repeated papal bulls. It is
not surprising, therefore, that the description of the ritual gives no color to these
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great splendor. The Grand Cophta was
supposed to be invested with the faculty of
commanding angels; he was invoked on
all occasions, and everything was supposed
to be accomplished through the force of
his power, imparted to him by the Deity.
Egyptian Masonry was very tolerant men
of all religions were admitted, provided
they acknowledged the existence of God
and the immortality of the soul, and had
been previously initiated into the ordinary
Masonry. There were three degrees, as in
Ancient Oraft Masonry, and men elevated
to the rank of Masters took the names of
the ancient prophets, while women assumed those of the Sybils. The oath exacted from the former was in the following
words " I promise, I engage, and I swear
never to reveal the secrets which shall be
imparted to me in this temple, and blindly
to obey my superiors." The oath of the
;

:

women

slightly from this: "I
swear, before the eternal God of the Grand
Mistress, and of all who hear me, never to
wri'te, or cause to be written, anything that
shall pass under my eyes, condemning myself, in the event of imprudence, to be
differed

punished according

Founder and of

all

to the

my

laws of the Grand

superiors.

I like-

wise promise the exact observance of the
other six commandments imposed on me,
that is to say, love of God, respect for my
sovereign, veneration for religion and the
laws, love of my fellow- creatures, an attachment without bounds for our Order, and
the blindest submission to the rules and code
of our ritual, such as they may be communicated to me by the Grand Mistress."
In the ceremonial of admitting a woman
to the degree of Apprentice, the Grand
Mistress breathed upon the face of the recipiendary from the forehead to the chin,
saying, " I thus breathe upon you to cause
the truths possessed by us to germinate and
penetrate within your heart; I breathe
upon you to fortify your spiritual part; I
breathe upon you to confirm you in the
faith of your brothers and sisters, according
to the engagements that you have contracted. We create you a legitimate daughter of the true Egyptian adoption and of
the Lodge N. we will that you be recognized as such by all the brothers and sisters of the Egyptian ritual, and that you
enjoy the same prerogatives with them.
Lastly, we impart to you the supreme
pleasure of being, henceforth and forever,
;

a Freemason."

:

;

charges.

We

find there, indeed, extrava-

gant pretensions to powers not possessed,
gaudy trappings, and solemn pageantry,
which might impress the imaginations of
the weak, and unfulfilled promises, which
could only deceive the too confiding but
everything was done under the cloak of
morality and religion for Cagliostro was
careful to declare in his patents, that he
labored only, and wished his disciples to
labor, "for the glory of the Eternal and
for the benefit of humanity."
This might
have been, nay, undoubtedly was, hypocrisy
but it was certainly neither sacrilege
nor blasphemy.
We proceed now to give a specimen from
this "Inquisition biographer," to use a
Carlylism, of the ritual of admission into
the degree of Master.
A young girl (sometimes it was a boy)
was taken in a state of innocence, who was
called pupil or dove.
Then the Master of
the Lodge imparted to this child the power
that he had received before the first fall, a
;

:

;

power which more particularly consisted in
commanding the pure spirits. These spirits
were seven in number: they were said to
surround the throne of the Deity, and to
govern the seven planets their names, ac;

cording to Cagliostro's book, being Asael,
Michael, Eaphael, Gabriel, Uriel, Zobiachel, and Anachiel. The dove was brougnt
before the Master. The members addressed
a prayer to Heaven, that it would vouchsafe the exercise of that power which it had
granted to the Grand Cophta. The pupil,
or dove, also prayed to obtaiu the grace of
working according to the behests of the-

:
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Grand Master, and of serving as a mediator
between him and the spirits, who on that

ception ; finally, the presence of the Grand
Cophta was invoked, that he might bless
and confirm it; after which the Lodge was

account are called intermediates. Clothed
in a long white robe, ornamented with blue
ribbon and a red scarf, and, having received
the sufflation, she was inclosed in the tabernacle, a place hung with white. It had an
entrance door, a window through which the
dove made herself heard, and within was a

bench and a little table, whereon burned
three tapers. The Master repeated his
prayer, and began to exercise the power
that he pretended to have received from
the Grand Cophta, in virtue of which he
summoned the seven angels to appear before the eyes of the pupil.
When she announced that they were present, he charged
her, by the power granted by God to the
Grand Cophta, and by the Grand Cophta
imparted to himself, that she ask the angel
N. whether the candidate had the qualities
and the merits requisite for the degree of
Master. After having received an affirmative answer, he proceeded to the other ceremonies for completing the reception of the
candidate.
There is but little in the ceremony of
admitting women to the degree of Mistress.
The dove being placed as we have just de-
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closed.

Cagliostro professed that the object of his

Masonry was the perfecting of his disciples
by moral and physical regeneration, and
the ceremonies used to produce these results
were of a character partly mesmeric and
partly necromantic. They are too long for
detail.
It is sufficient to say, that they
showed the ingenuity of their inventor,
and proved his aptitude for the profession
of a charlatan.
He borrowed, however, a great deal from
ordinary Masonry.
Lodges were consecrated with great solemnity, and were dedicated to Saint John the Evangelist, because,
as he said, of the great affinity that exists
between the Apocalypse and the working
of his ritual.
The principal emblems used in theEite
were the septangle, the triangle, the trowel,
the compass, the square, the gavel, the
death's head, the cubical stone, the rough
stone, the triangular stone, the wooden
bridge, Jacob's ladder, the phoenix, the
globe. Time, and others, similar to those

which have always been used in Ancient
was ordered to make one of the Craft Masonry.
seven angels appear in the tabernacle, and
Having instituted this new Eite, out of
to ask him whether it was permitted to lift which he expected, as a never-failing mine,
the black veil with which the initiate was to extract a fortune, he passed over from
covered. Other superstitious ceremonies London to the Hague, and thence to Italy,
followed, and the Venerable ordered the assuming at Venice the title of Marquis de
dove to command the presence of the six Pellegrini, and afterwards into Germany,
other angels, and to address to them the fol- everywhere establishing Lodges and gain" By the power ing disciples, many of whom are found in
lowing commandment
which the Grand Cophta has given to my the highest ranks of the nobility: and thus
Mistress, and by that which I hold from he may be traced through Saxony, Gerher, and by my innocence, I command you, many, and Poland, arriving in the spring
scribed, she

:

primitive angels, to consecrate the ornaments, by passing them through your
hands." These ornaments were the garments, the symbols of the Order, and a
crown of artificial roses. When the dove
had attested that the angel had performed
the consecration, she was desired to cause
Moses to appear, in order that he also
might bless the ornaments, and might hold
the crown of roses in his hand during the
she afterwards
rest of the ceremonies
passed through the window of the tabernacle the garments, the symbols, and the
gloves, whereon was written, " I am man,"
and all were presented to the initiate.
Other questions were now put to the dove;
;

but above all to know whether Moses had
held the crown in his hand the whole time,
and when she answered " yes," it was
placed upon the head of the initiate. Then,
after other rites equally imposing, the dove
was questioned anew, to learn if Moses and
the seven angels had approved of this re-

of 1780

at St. Petersburg, in Russia;
whence, however, he was soon driven out
by the police, and subsequently visited
Vienna, Frankford, and Strasburg. In
all these journeys, he affected a magnificence of display which was not without its
effect upon the weak minds of his deluded
followers.
His Italian biographer thus
describes the style of his travelling and

living
" The train

he commonly took with him
corresponded to the rest he always travelled post, with a considerable suit: couriers, lackeys, body-servants, domestics ot
all sorts, sumptuously dressed, gave an air
of reality to the high birth vaunted. The
very liveries which were made in Paris cost
twenty louis each. Apartments furnished
in the height of the fashion, a magnificent
;

table opened to numerous guests, rich
dresses for himself and wife, corresponded
His feigned
to his luxurious way of life.
generosity likewise made a great noise:

—
:

CAGLIOSTRO

CAGLIOSTRO

often he gratuitously doctored the poor,

signature of Marie Antoinette was affixed,
and through the guarantee afforded by the
who, however, claimed that he
cardinal,
Boehmer was inwas himself deceived,
duced to surrender the necklace to the
countess for the queen, as he supposed, on
But
terms of payment in instalments.
the first instalment, and then the second,
remaining unpaid, the jeweller, becoming
impatient for nis money, made a personal
application to the queen, when for the first
In the
time the fraud was discovered.
meantime the necklace had disappeared.
But it was known that the countess, from
a state of indigence, had suddenly risen to
the possession of wealth ; that her husband, de la Motte, had been in England
for the necklace, too
selling diamonds,
costly to be sold as a whole, could be more
readily disposed of when taken to pieces,
and that Cagliostro, too, was in possession
of funds, for which hardly the income of
his Egyptian Masonry would account. The
Cardinal de Rohan alone appears to have
derived no pecuniary advantage from the
He was, however, arrested
transaction.
and placed in the Bastile, whither he was
speedily followed by his two accomplices,
the countess and Cagliostro. The cardinal,
either because no evidence could be found
for he stoutly asserted his
of his guilt,
or because of his ecclesiastical
innocence,
character, was soon liberated.
But as a
suspicion still hovered over him, he was
banished from the court.
The countess
and Cagliostro endured a longer imprisonment, but were subsequently released from
confinement and ordered to leave the kingdom. The countess proceeded to England,
where she printed her vindication, and
attempted to expose the queen.
Count
Cagliostro also repaired to England, to
resume his adventures.
There he published the memoirs of his life, in which he
also seeks to vindicate himself in the affair
of the diamond necklace. And hence, according to the account of the actors, nobody was guilty for the queen asseverated
her innocence as strongly as any, and perhaps with greater truth. Nothing is certain
in the whole story except that Boehmer
lost his necklace and his money, and the
obscurity in which the transaction has been
left has afforded an ample field of Specula-
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and even gave them alms."
In 1788, Cagliostro was at Strasburg,
making converts, relieving tlie poor, and
giving his panacea, the " Extract of Saturn," to the hospitals. Here he found the
Cardinal Prince de Rohan, who expressed
a wish to see him. Cagliostro's insolent
reply is an instance of that boastful assurance which he always assumed, with the
intention of forcing men into a belief of
" If Monseigneur the
his lofty pretension
cardinal is sick, let him come to me, and I
will cure him
if he is well, he has no need
of me, I none of him." This reply had
the desired effect, and the imbecile cardinal sought the acquaintance which the
charlatan had seemed so indifierent to cul:

;

tivate.

Shortly

after,

Cagliostro visited Paris,

where he became involved with the Cardinal de Rohan and the Countess de la
Motte-Valois, in the celebrated swindling
transaction of the diamond necklace, which
attracted at the time the attention of all
Europe, and still excites great interest
among the learned.

The

history, or, rather, the romance of
diamond necklace, is worth telling in
brief words. Boehmer, the king's jeweller
at Paris, had exhausted all his skill and
resources in the construction of a diamond
necklace, which he hoped to dispose of to
the Duchess du Barry, one of the royal
mistresses.
But the necklace, when comnot
pleted, was of such exorbitant value

this

—

than seventy thousand pounds, or
as to be
almost half a million of dollars
beyond the purchasing power of even a
less

king's favorite.

—

The

necklace, therefore,

remained on the jeweller's hands for three
years, as so much dead and locked-up capital.
In vain did he attempt to excite the
cupidity of the queen, Marie Antoinette
she felt that it was a luxury in which she

—

—

—

—

—

—

dared not indulge in the crippled condition
of the French finances. But there were
others who had seen and longed for the
possession of the costly gaud. The Countess de Valois, an adventuress about the
court, resolved upon a stupendous course
of fraud, through which she might obtain
the coveted prize and convert its gems into
ready money. She invited to her assistance Cagliostro, who was then in Paris tion for subsequent inquirers.
working at his Egyptian Masonry, and,
During Cagliostro's residence in Engthrouga his influence over the Cardinal land, on this last visit, he was attacked by
Rohan, secured the complicity, innocent the editor Morand, in the Courier de
or guilty as it may be, of the credulous V Europe, in a series of abusive articles, to
prince. A woman named d'Oliva
some which Cagliostro replied in a letter to the
say it V3.8 Valois herself, of whose name English people. But, although he had a
Oliva was most probably the anagram
few Egyptian Lodges in London under his
was engaged to personate the queen, and government, he appears, perhaps from Mothrough a contract, to which the forged rand's revelations of his character and life,
;

—

CAHIER

CALENDAR

have lost his popularity, and he left
England permanently in May, 1787.
He went to Savoy, Sardinia, and other
places in the south of Europe, and at last, in
May, 1789, by an act of rash temerity, proceeded to Rome, where he organized anEgyptian Lodge under the very shadow of the Vatican. But this was more than the Church,
which had been excommunicating Freemasonry for fifty years, was willing to enOn the 27th of December of that
dure.
year, on the festival of St. John the Evanto whom he had dedicated his
gelist,
Lodges, the Holy Inquisition arrested him,
and locked him up in the Castle of San An-

to

There, after such a trial as the Inquisition is wont to give to the accused
in which his wife is said to have been the
principal witness against him
he was
convicted of having formed " societies and
conventicles of Freemasonry." His manuscript, entitled Magonnerie Egyptienne, was
ordered to be burned by the public executioner, and he himself was condemned to
death a sentence which the pope subsequently commuted for that of perpetual
imprisonment. Cagliostro appealed to the
French Constituent Assembly, but of course
Thenceforth no more is seen of
in vain.
him. For four years this adventurer, who
had filled during his life so large a space
the associate of
in the world's history,
princes, prelates, and philosophers the inventor of a spurious Rite, which had, however, its thousands of disciples,
languished
within the gloomy walls of the prison of
St. Leo, in the Duchy of Urbino, and at
length, in the year 1795, in a fit of apoplexy, bade the world adieu.
Cabier. French. A number of sheets
of parchment or paper fastened together by
one end. The word is used by French Masons to designate a small book printed, or
in manuscript, containing the ritual of a
degree. The word has been borrowed from
French history, where it denotes the reports and proceedings of certain assemblies, such as the clergy, the States-Gengelo.

—

—

;

—

;

—

eral, etc.

Cairns. Celtic, earns. Heaps of stones
of a conical form erected by the Druids.
Some suppose them to have been sepulThey
altars.
chral monuments, others
were undoubtedly of a religious character,
since sacrificial fires were lighted upon
them, and processions were made around
them. These processions were analogous
to the circumambulations in Masonry, and
were conducted, like them, with reference to
the apparent course of the sun. Thus, Toland, in his Letters on the Celtic Religion,
(Let. XL, xvii.,) says of these mystical processions, that the people of the Scottish
islands " never come to the ancient sacri-
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and fire-hallowing Cams but they
walk three times round them from east to
ficing

west, according to the course of the sun.
This sanctified tour, or round by the south,
is called Deaaeal, as the unhallowed contrary
one by the north, Tuapholl; " and he says
that Deaaeal is derived from " Beas, the right

(understanding hand), and soil, one of the
ancient names of the sun, the right hand in
this round being ever next the heap."
In
all this the Mason will be reminded of the
Masonic ceremony of circumambulation
around the altar and the rules which govern it.
distinguished
Calcott, Welllns.
Masonic writer of the eighteenth century,
and the author of a work published in 1769,
under the title of " A Candid Disquisition
of the Principles and Practices of the
Most Ancient and Honorable Society of
Free and Accepted Masons, together with
some Strictures on the Origin, Nature, and
Design of that Institution," in which he
has traced Masonry from its origin, explained its symbols and hieroglyphics, its
social virtues and advantages, suggested
the propriety of building halls for the peculiar and exclusive practice of Masonry,
and reprehended its slanderers with great
but judicious severity. This was the first
extended effort to illustrate philosophically
the science of Masonry, and was followed,
a few years after, by Hutchinson's admirable work
so that Oliver justly says that
" Calcott opened the mine of Masonry-,

A

;

and Hutchinson worked

it."

Calendar.

Freemasons, in a£Sxing
dates to their oflHcial documents, never
make use of the common epoch or vulgar
era, but have one peculiar to themselves,
which, however, varies in the different
rites.
Era and epoch are, in this sense,
synonymous.
Masons of the York, American, and
Rites, that is to say, the Masons
Scotland, Ireland, France,
Germany, and America date from the creation of the world, calling it "Anno Lucis," which they abbreviate A.'. L.'., signifying in the Year of Light. Thus with them

French

of England,

the year 1872 is A.-. L.-. 5872. This they
do, not because they believe Freemasonry
to be coeval with the creation, but with
a symbolic reference to the light of Masonry.
In the Scotch Rite, the epoch also begins
from the date of the creation, but Masons
of that Rite, using the Jewish chronology,
would call the year 1872 A.'. M.'. or Anno
Mundi (in the Year of the World) 5632. They
sometimes use the initials A.'. H.'., signifying Anno Hebraico, or, in the Hebrew year.
They have also adopted the Hebrew months,
and the year, therefore, begins with them

:
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in the middle of September.

CALLING
See Months,

Hebrew.

Masons of the York and American Rites
begin the year on the first of January, but
in the French Kite it commences on the
first of March, and instead of the months
receiving their usual names, they are designated numerically, as first, second, third,
etc.
Thus, the 1st of January, 1872, would
be styled, in a French Masonic document,
the "1st day of the 11th Masonic month,
Anno Lucis, 6872." The French sometimes, instead of the initials A.". L."., use
L'ti/i de la V.'. L.\, or Vraie Lumiere, that
is. Year of True Light.

Royal Arch Masons commence their
epoch with the year in which Zerubbabel
began to build the second Temple, which
was 530 years before Christ. Their style
for the year 1872 is, therefore. A.'. Inv,'.,
that is, Anno Inventionis, or, in the Year of

the Discovery, 2402.

Royal and Select Masters very often

make use of the common Masonic date.
Anno Lucis, but properly they should date
from the year in which Solomon's Temple
was completed and their style would then
;

Anno

Year of the
Deposite, and they would date the year
1872 as 2872.
Knights Templars use the epoch of the
organization of their Order in 1118. Their
style for the year 1872 is A.\ O."., Anno
Ordinis, or, in the Year of the Order, 754.
- I subjoin, for the convenience of reference, the rules for discovering these different dates.
1. To find the Ancient Craft date.
Add
4000 to the vulgar era. Thus 1872 and
4000 are 5872.
2. To find the date of the Scotch Bite. Add
3760 to the vulgar era. Thus 1872 and
3760 are 5632. After September add one
year more.
3. To find the date of Royal Arch Masonry.
Add 530 to the vulgar era. Thus
530 and 1872 are 2402.
4. To find the Royal and Select Masters'
date.
Add 1000 to the vulgar era. Thus
1000 and 1872 are 2872.
5.
To find the Knights Templars' date.
Subtract 1118 from the vulgar era. Thus
be,

Depositionis, or, in the

1118 from 1872 is 754.
The following will show, in one view, the
date of the year 1872 in all the branches
of the Order
Year of the Lord, A. D. 1872— Vulgar
era.

—

Year of Light, A.', L.". 5872
Ancient
Craft Masonry.
Year of the "World, A.-. M.-. 5632

—

Scotch Rite.
Year of the Discovery, A.'. L". 2402

Royal Arch Masonry.

—

—

Year of the Deposite, A.-. Dep.". 2872
Royal and Select Masters.
Year of the Order, A.'. O.'. 754 Knights

—

Templars.
,

California.

The Grand Lodge of

California was organized on the 19th of
April, 1850, in the city of Sacramento, by
the delegates of three legally constituted
Lodges working, at the time, under charters from the Grand Lodges of the District
of Columbia, Connecticut, and Missouri.
Its present seat is at San Francisco, and
there are 215 Lodges under its jurisdiction.

The Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery were organized in 1854.
technical term in
Calling Oil'.
Masonry, which signifies the temporary
suspension of labor in a Lodge without
passing through the formal ceremony of
closing. The full form of the expression

A

is

to call

from

labor to refreshment,

and

it

took its rise from the former custom of dividing the time spent in the Lodge between
the work of Masonry and the moderate enjoyment of the banquet. The banquet
formed in the last century an indispensable
part of the arrangements of a Lodge meet" At a certain hour of the evening,"
ing.
says Brother Oliver, " with certain ceremonies, the Lodge was called from labor to
refreshment, when the brethren enjoyed
themselves with decent merriment." That
custom no longer exists; and although in
England almost always, and in this country occasionally, the labors of the Lodge
are concluded with a banquet; yet the
Lodge is formally closed before the brethren proceed to the table of refreshment.
Calling off in American Lodges is now only
used, except in a certain ceremony of the
third degree, when it is desired to have another meeting at a short interval, and the
Master desires to avoid the tediousness of
closing and opening the Lodge. Thus, if
the business of the Lodge at its regular
meeting has so accumulated that it cannot
be transacted in one evening, it has become the custom to call oflF until a subsequent evening, when the Lodge, instead of
being opened with the usual ceremony, is
simply "called on," and the latter meeting
is considered as only a continuation of the
former. This custom is very generally
adopted in Grand Lodges at their Annual
Communications, whicn are opened at the
beginning of the session, called off from
day to day, and finally closed at its end. I
do not know that any objection has ever
been advanced against this usage in Grand
Lodges, because it seems necessary as a
substitute for the adjournment, which is
resorted to in other legislative bodies, but
which is not admitted in Masonry. But
much discussion has taken place in refer-
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ence to the practice of calling off in Lodges,
some authorities sustaining and others condemning it. Thus, twenty years ago, the
Committee of Correspondence of the Grand
Lodge of Mississippi proposed this ques" In case of excess of business, cantion
not the unfinished be laid over until the
next or another day, and must the Lodge
be closed in form, and opened the next, or
the day designated for the transaction of
that business?" To this question some
authorities, and among others Brother C.
W. Moore, {Mag., Vol. XII., No. 10,) reply
in the negative, while other equally good
:

from them in opinion.
seems to be in this, that if
the regular meeting of the Lodge is closed
in form, the subsequent meeting becomes a
special one, and many things which could
be done at a regular communication cease
to be admissible. The recommendation,
therefore, of Brother Moore, that the Lodge
should be closed, and, if the business be unfinished, that the Master shall call a special meeting to complete it, does not meet
jurists differ

The

difficulty

the difficulty, because it is a well-settled
principle of Masonic law that a special
meeting cannot interfere with the business
of a preceding regular one.
As, then, the mode of briefly closing by
adjournment is contrary to Masonic law and
usage, and cannot, therefore, be resorted to,
as there is no other way except by calling off
to continue the character of a regular meeting, and as, during the period that the Lodge
is called off, it is under the government of
the Junior Warden, and Masonic discipline
is thus continued, I am clearly of opinion
that calling off from day to day for the
purpose of continuing work or business is,
as a matter of convenience, admissible.
The practice may indeed be abused. But
there is a well-known legal maxim which
" No
says, Eoc abusu non arguitar in usum.
argument can be drawn from the abuse of
a thing against its use." Thus, a Lodge
cannot be called off except for continuance
of work and business, nor to an indefinite
day, for there must be a good reason for
the exercise of the practice, and the brethren present must be notified before dispersing of the time of re-assembling nor can
a Lodge at one regular meeting be called
off until the next, for no regular meeting
of a Lodge is permitted to run into another,
but each must be closed before its' successor
can be opened.
€alllng On. When a Lodge that is
called off at a .subsequent time resumes
work or business, it is said to be " called
;

on."

The

full

expression

is

from refreshment to labor."
Calumny. See Back.
Calvary. Mount Calvary

T

"called on

is

a small
10

hill
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or eminence, situated due west from
the Temple of

Mount Moriah, on which
Solomon was

built.
It was originally a
hillock of notable eminence, but has, in
more modern times, been greatly reduced
by the excavations made in it for the construction of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. There are several coincidences which
identify Mount Calvary with the small hill
where the " newly-made grave," referred to
in the third degree, was discovered by the
weary brother. Thus, Mount Calvary was
a small bill it was situated in a westward
direction from the Temple, and near Mount
Moriah; and it was on the direct road from
Jerusalem to Joppa, and is the very spot
where a weary brother, travelling on that
road, would find it convenient to sit down
to rest and refresh himself/ it was outside the
gate of the Temple it has at least one cleft
in the rock, or cave, which was the place
which subsequently became the sepulchre
;

;

of our Lord. Hence Mount Calvary has
always retained an important place in the
legendary history of Freemasonry, and
there are many traditions connected with it
that are highly interesting in their import.
One of these traditions is, that it was the
burial-place of Adam, in order, says the old
legend, that where he lay, who effected the
ruin of mankind, there also might the Saviour of the world suffer, die, and be buried.
Sir R. Torkington, who published a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1517, says that
" under the Mount of Calvary is another
chapel of our Blessed Lady and St. John
the Evangelists, that was called Golgotha;
and there, right under the mortise of the
cross, was found the head of our forefather,
Adam." Golgotha, it will be remembered,
;"
means, in Hebrew, ''the place of a skull
and there may be some connection between
this tradition and the name of Golgotha, by
which, the Evangelists inform us, in the
time of Christ Mount Calvary was known.
Calvary, or Calvaria, has the same signification in Latin.
Another tradition states that it was in
the bowels of Mount Calvary that Enoch
erected his nine-arched vault, and deposited
on the foundation-stone of Masonry that
Ineffable Name, whose investigation, as a
symbol of divine truth, is the great object

of Speculative Masonry.

A

third tradition details the subsequent
discovery of Enoch's deposit, by King Solomon, whilst making excavations in Mount
Calvary during the building of the Temple.
On this hallowed spot ^vas Christ the
Eedeemer slain and buried. It was there
that, rising on the third day from his sepulchre, he gave, by that act, the demonstrative evidence of the resurrection of the
body and the immortality of the soul.

;

CAMP

CANDLESTICK

And it is this spot that has been selected,
in the legendary history of Freemasonry, to
teach the same sublime truth, the development of which by a symbol evidently forms
the design of the third or Master's degree.portion of the paraphernalia decorated with tents, flags, and pennons
of a Consistory of Sublime Princes of the
Royal Secret, or thirty-second degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
It constitutes the tracing board, and is worn
on the apron of the degree. It is highly
symbolic, and represents an imaginary Masonic camp. Its symbolism is altogether

mitted only under certain regulations. Not
five candidates can be received
at one time, except in urgent cases, when a
dispensation may be granted by the Grand
Master, and no applicant can receive more
than two degrees on the same day. To the
last rule there can be no exception.
Candidates, Adraiicemcnt of.
See Advancement, Hurried.
Canfllcstick, Oolden. The golden
candlestick of seven brancheSj*\vhich is a
part of the furniture of a Royal Arch
Chapter, is derived from " the holy candlestick" which Moses was instructed to construct of beaten gold for the use of the
Smith (Diet, of the Bible) thus
tabernacle.
abbreviates Lightfoot's explanation of the
"The foot
description given in Exodus.
of it was gold, from which went up a shaft
straight, which was the middle light. Near
the foot was a golden dish wrought almondwise; and a little above that a golden knop,
and above that a golden flower. Then two
branches one on each side bowed, and
coming up as high as the middle shaft. On
each of them were three golden cups placed
almond wise, in sharp, scallop-shell fashion
above which was a golden knop, a golden
flower, and the socket.
Above the branches
on the middle shaft was a golden boss,
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Camp. A

esoteric.

Cainpe, Joachim Heinrich.

A

Doctor of Theology, and Director of Schools
in Dessau and Hamburg, who was born in
He was the
1746, and died Oct. 22, 1818.
author of many works on philosophy and
education, and was a learned and zealous
Mason, as is shown in hia correspondence
with Lessing.

Canada. The Grand Lodge of Canada
was formed out of the Provincial Grand
Lodge by a Convention of Lodges in the
year 1855. It is formed upon the model
of the Grand Lodge of England, having
a Board of General Purposes, and similar
regulations as to representation.
Candidate. An applicant for admission into Masonry is called a candidate.
The Latin candidatus means clothed in
white, candidis vestibm induius.
In ancient
Rome, he who sought office from the people wore a white shining robe of a peculiar
construction, flowing open in front, so as to
exhibit the wounds he had received in his
breast.
From the color of his robe or foga
Candida, he was called candidatus, whence
the word candidate. The derivation will
serve to remind the Mason of the purity of
conduct and character which should distinguish all those who are candidates for
admission into the order. The qualifications of a candidate in Masonry are somewhat peculiar.
He must be freeborn,
under no bondage, of at least twenty-one
years of age, in the possession of sound
senses, free from any physical defect or dismemberment, and of irreproachable manners, or, as it is technically termed, '"under
the tongue of good report." No atheist,
eunuch, or woman can be admitted. The
requisites as to age, sex, and soundness of
body have reference to the operative character of the Institution.
We can only expect able workmen in able-bodied men.
The mental and religious qualiiications
refer to the duties and obligations which a

Freemason contracts. An idiot could not
understand them, and an atheist would not
respect them.
Even those who possess all
these necessary qualifications can be ad-

more than

above which rose two shafts more above
the coming out of these was another boss
and two more shafts, and then on the shaft
upwards were three golden scallop-cups, a
knop, and a flower so that the heads of
the branches stood an equal height." In
the tabernacle, the candlestick was placed
opposite the table of shew-bread, which it
was intended to illumine, in an oblique
position, so that the lamps looked to the
What became of the
east and south.
candlestick between the time of Moses and
that of Solomon is unknown but it does
not appear to have been present in the first
Temple, which ^Vas lighted by ten golden
candlesticks similarly embossed, and which
were connected by, golden chains and
formed a sort of railing before the veil.
These ten candlesticks became the spoil
of the Chaldean conqueror at the time of
the destruction of the Temple, and could
not have been among the articles afterwards restored by Cyrus for in the second
Temple, built by Zerubbabel, we find only
a single candlestick of seven branches, like
that of the tabernacle. Its form has been
perpetuated on the Arch of Titus, on which
It was sculptured with other articles taken
by that monarch, and carried to Rome as
spolia opiina, after he had destroyed the
Herodian Temple. This is the candlestick
which is represented as a decoration in a
Royal Arch Chapter.
In Jewish symbolism, the seven branches
;

;

;

;

;

CANOPY
supposed by some to refer to the
seven planets, and by others to the seventh
day or Sabbath. The primitive Christians
made it allusive to Christ as the "light of
the world," and in this sense it is a favorite
symbol in early Christian art. In Masonry
it seems to have no symbolic meaning,
unless it be the general one of light; but
is used in a Royal Arch Chapter simply to
indicate that the room is a representation
of the tabernacle erected near the ruins
of the first Temple, for the purpose of temporary worship during the building of the
second, and in which tabernacle this can-

•were

dlestick is supposed to

have been present.

Canopy.

Oliver says that in the Maprocessions of the Continent the
Grand Master walks under a gorgeous
canopy of blue, purple, and crimson silk,
with gold fringes and tassels, borne upon
staves, painted purple and ornamented with
gold, by eight of the oldest Master Masons
present and the Masters of private Lodges
walk under canopies of light blue silk with
silver tassels and fringes, borne by four
members of their own respective companies.
The canopies are in the form of an oblong
square, and are in length six feet, in breadth
and height three feet, having a semicircular
covering.
The framework should be of
cedar, and the silken covering ought to
sonic

;

hang down two feet on each side. This is,
properly speaking, a Baldachin. See that
word.
Canopy, Clouded. The clouded
canopy, or starry-decked heaven, is a symbol
of the first degree, and is of such important
significance that Lenning calls it a " fundamental symbol of Freemasonry." In the lectures of the York Rite, the clouded canopy is
described as the covering of the Lodge, teaching us, as Krause says, "that the primitive
Lodge is confined wi thin noshut up building,
but that it is universal, andreaches to heaven,
and especially teaching that in every clime
under heaven Freemasonry has its seat."

And Gadicke

says, "Every Freemason
knows that by the clouded canopy we mean
the heavens, and that it teaches how widely
is our sphere of usefulness. There
no portion of the inhabited world in
which our labor cannot be carried forward, as there is no portion of the globe
without its clouded canopy." Hence, then,
the German interpretation of the symbol is

extended
is

it denotes the universality of Freemasonry, an interpretation that does not
precisely accord with the English and
American systems, in which the doctrine
of universality is symbolized by the form
and extent of the Lodge. The clouded
canopy as the covering of the Lodge seems
rather to teach the doctrine of aspiration
for a higher sphere
it is thus defined in

that

;

CAPITULAR

147

work under the head of Covering of the
Lodge, which see.
this

Canzler,

Carl

Christian.

A

librarian of Dresden, born Sept. 30, 1733,
died Oct. 16, 1786. He was an earnest, learned Freemason, who published in a literary
journal, conducted by himself and A. G.
Meissner at Leipsic, in 1783-85, under the
title of FiXr altere Litteratur und neuere Lecture, many interesting articles on the subject of Freemasonry.
Cape-Stone, or, as it would more correctly be called, the cope-stone, (but the

former word has been consecrated

to us by
universal Masonic usage,) is the topmost
stone of a building.
To bring it forth,
therefore, and to place it in its destined
position, is significative that the building is
completed, which event is celebrated, even
by the operative Masons of the present day,
with great signs of rejoicing. Flags are
hoisted on the top of every edifice by the
builders engaged in its construction, as soon
as they have reached the topmost post, and
thus finished their labors.
This is the
" celebration of the cape-stone,"
the celebration of the completion of the building,
when tools are laid aside, and rest and refreshment succeed for a time to labor. This
is the event in the history of the Temple
which is commemorated in the degree of
Most Excellent Master, the sixth in the^
American Rite. The day set apart for the'
celebration of the cape-atone of the Temple is
the day devoted to rejoicing and thanksgiving for the completion of that glorious
structure.
Hence there seems to be an impropriety in the ordinary use of the Mark
Master's keystone in the ritual of the Most
Excellent Master. That keystone was deposited in silence and secrecy while the
cape-stone, as the legend and ceremonies
tell us, was placed in its position in the
presence of all the Craft.
Capitular Degrees. The degrees
conferred under the charter of an American
Royal Arch Chapter, which are Mark
Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master,
and Royal Arch Mason. The capitular
degrees are almost altogether founded on
and composed of a series of events in Masonic history. Each of them has attached
to it some tradition or legend which it is
the design of the degree to illustrate, and
the memory of which is preserved in its
ceremonies and instructions. Most of these
legends are of symbolic signification. But
In their outthis is their interior sense.
ward and ostensible meaning, they appear
before us simply as legends. To retain
these legends in the memory of Masons appears to have been the primary design in
the establishment of the higher degrees
and as the information intended to be com-

—

;

—

CAPITULAR

CAPTIVITY

municated in these degrees is of an historical character, there can of course be but
little room for symbols or for symbolic instruction the profuse use of which would
rather tend to an injury than to a benefit,

nezzar, and their detention at Babylon
until the reign of Cyrus, which alone is
connected with the history of Masonry,
and is commemorated in the Eoyal Arch
degree.
Between that portion of the ritual of the
Eoyal Arch which refers to the destruction
of the first Temple, and that subsequent
part which symbolizes the building of the
second, there is an interregnum (if we may
be allowed the term) in the ceremonial of the
degree, which must be considered as a long
interval in history, the filling up of which,
like the interval between the acts of a play,
must be left to the imagination of the spectator. This interval represents the time passed
in the captivity of the Jews at Babylon.
That captivity lasted for seventy years,
from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar until that
of Cyrus,- although but fifty-two of these
years are commemorated in the Royal Arch
degree. This event took place in the year
588 B. c. It was not, however, the beginning of the "seventy years' captivity,"
which had been foretold by the prophet
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by complicating the purposes of the ritual
and confusing the mind of the aspirant.
These remarks refer exclusively to the Mark
and Most Excellent Master's degree of the
American Rite, but are not so applicable to
the Royal Arch, which is eminently symbolic.
The legends of the second Temple,
and the lost word, the peculiar legends of
that degree, are among the most prominent
symbols of the Masonic system.

Capitular Masonry. The Masonry
conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter of the
York and American Rites. There are
Chapters in the Ancient and Accepted,
Scottish, and in the French and other
Rites but the Masonry therein conferred is
not called capitular.
Captain General. The third officer in a Commandery of Knights Templars.
He presides over the Commandery
in the absence of his superiors, and is one
of its representatives in the Grand Commandery. His duties are to see that the
council chamber and asylum are duly prepared for the business of the meetings, and
to communicate all orders issued by the
Grand Council. His station is on the left
of the Grand Commander, and his jewel is
a level surmounted by a cock. See Cock.
Captain of the Cruard. The sixth
officer in a Council of Royal and Select
Masters. In the latter degree he is said to
represent Azariah, the son of Nathan, who
had command of the twelve officers of the
king's household, (1 Kings iv. 7.)
His
duties correspond in some measure with
those of a Senior Deacon in the primary
degrees.
His post is, therefore, on the
right of the throne, and his jewel is a
trowel and battle-axe within a triangle.
Cai»tain of the Host. The fourth
officer in a Royal Arch Chapter.
He represents the general or leader of the Jewish
troops who returned from Babylon, and
who was called
el hatzaha" and was
equivalent to a modern general. The word
Host in the title means army. He sits on
the right of the Council in front, and wears
a white robe and cap or helmet, with a red
sash, and is armed with a sword.
His
jewel is a triangular plate, on which an
^rraed soldier is engraved.
Captivity, llie Jews reckoned their
national captivities as four,
the Babylonian, Medean, Grecian, and Roman. The
present article will refer only to the first,
when there was a forcible deportation of
the inhabitants of Jerusalem by Nebuzaradan, the general of King Nebuchad;

"Aw

—

—

—

Jeremiah, which commenced eighteen yeai-s
before.
The captives were conducted to
Babylon.
What was the exact number
removed we have no means of ascertaining.
We are led to believe, from certain
passages of Scripture, that the deportation
was not complete. Calmet says that Nebuchadnezzar carried away only the principal
inhabitants, the warriors and artisans of
every kind, and that he left the husbandmen, the laborers, and, in general, the
poorer classes, that constituted the great
body of the people. Among the prisoners
of distinction, Josephus mentions the high
priest, Seraiah, and Zephaniah, the priest
th-at was next to him, with the three rulers
that guarded the Temple, the eunuch who
was over the armed men, seven friends of
Zedekiah, his scribe, and sixty other rulers.
Zedekiah, the king, had attempted to escape
previous to the termination of the siege,
but being pursued, was captured and carried to Eiblah, the headquarters of Nebuchadnezzar, where, having first been compelled to behold the slaughter of his
children, his eyes were then put out, and
he was conducted in chains to Babylon.
A Masonic tradition informs us that the
captive Jews were bound by their conquerors with triangular chains, and that this
was done by the Chaldeans as an additional
insult, because the Jewish Masons were
known to esteem the triangle as an emblem
of the sacred name of God, and must have
considered its appropriation to the form of
their fetters as a desecration of the Tetra-

grammaton.
Notwithstanding the ignominious mode
of their conveyance from Jerusalem, and

CAPTIVITY
the vindictiveness displayed by their conqueror in the destruction of their city and
Temple, they do not appear, on their arrival
at Babylon, to have been subjected to any
of the extreme rigors of slavery.
They
were distributed into various parts of the
empire, some remaining in the city, while
others were sent into the provinces. The

probably devoted themselves to agricultural pursuits, while the former were
engaged in commerce or in the labors of
architecture.
Smith says that the captives
were treated not as slaves but as colonists.
They were permitted to retain their personal property, and even to purchase lands
and erect houses. Their civil and religious
government was not utterly destroyed, for

latter

they kept up a regular succession of kings
and high priests, one of each of whom
returned with them, as will be seen hereSome of the
after, on their restoration.
principal captives were advanced to offices
of dignity and power in the royal palace,
and were permitted to share in the councils
of state. Their prophets, Daniel and Ezekiel, with their associates, preserved among
their countrymen the pure doctrines of
Although they had neither
their religion.
place nor time of national gathering, nor
temple, and therefore offered no sacrifices,
yet they observed the Mosaic laws with
respect to the rite of circumcision. They
preserved their tables of genealogy and the
true succession to -the throne of David. The
rightful heir being called the Head of the
Captivity,* Jehoiachin, who was the first
king of Judea carried captive to Babylon,
was succeeded by his son Shealtiel, and he
by his son Zerubbabel, who was the Head
of the Captivity, or nominal prince of
Judea at the close of the captivity. The
due succession oi the high priesthood was
also preserved, for Jehosadek, who was the
high priest carried by Nebuchadnezzar
to Babylon, where he died during the captivity, was succeeded by his eldest son,
Joshua. The Jewish captivity terminated
in the first year of the reign of Cyrus, B. c.
536.
Cyrus, from his conversations with
Daniel and the other Jewish captives of
learning and piety, as well as from his
perusal of their sacred books, more especially the prophecies of Isaiah, had become
imbued with a knowledge of true religion,
and hence had even publicly announced to
his subjects his belief in the God " which
the nation of the Israelites worshipped."
He was consequently impressed with an
earnest desire to fulfil the prophetic declarations of w/hich he was the subject, and

*So says the Talmud, but Smith {Did. of the
Bible) affirms that the assertion is unsupported
by proof. The Masonic legends conform to the
Talmudic statement.
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to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem.
Cyrus therefore issued a decree by which the
Jews were permitted to return to their
country. According to Milman, 42,360 besides servants availed themselves of this
permission, and returned to Jerusalem
under Zerubbabel their prince and Joshua
their high priest, and thus ended the first
or Babylonian captivity, the only one

which has any connection with the legends
of Freemasonry as commemorated in the
Royal Arch degree.

Carausius.

A Roman emperor,

assumed the purple A.

D. 287.

who

Of him

Preston gives the following account, which
may or may not be deemed apocryphal, according to the taste and inclination of the
" By assuming the character of a
reader.
Mason, he acquired the love and esteem of
the most enlightened part of his subjects.
He possessed real merit, encouraged learning and learned men, and improved the
country in the civil arts. In order to establish an empire in Britain, he brought
into his dominions the best workmen and
all of whom, unartificers from all parts
der his auspices, enjoyed peace and tranquillity. Among the first class of his favorites he enrolled the Masons: for their
tenets he professed the highest veneration,
and appointed Albanus, his steward, the
principal superintendent of their assemblies.
Under his patronage, Lodges and
;

conventions of the Fraternity were formed,
and the rites of Masonry regularly pracTo enable the Masons to hold a
tised.
general council, to establish their own gov-

ernment and correct errors among themhe granted to them a charter, and
commanded Albanus to preside over them
Anderson
in person as Grand Master."

selves,

also gives the legend of Carausius in the
second edition of his Constitutions, and adds
that '' this is asserted by all the old copies
of the Constitutions, and the old English

Masons firmly believed it." But the fact is
that Anderson himself does not mention
the tradition in his first edition, published
in 1723, nor is any reference to Carausius
to be found in any of the old manuscripts
now extant. The legend is, it is true, inserted in Krause's Manuscript; but this
document is of very little authority, having been, most probably, a production of the
early part of the eighteenth century, and
of a cotemporary of Anderson, written perhaps between 1728 and 1738, which would
account for the omission of it in the first
edition of the Book of Constitutions, and
The reader
its insertion in the second.
may hence determine for himself what authenticity is to be given to the Carausian
legend.

Carbonarism. A secret political

so-
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CAKBUNCLE

CASSIA

which sprang up in Italy in the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is
entitled to no place in a Masonic Encyclopsedia, except that the word affords an opportunity ot repudiating the theory that it
was in any way connected with Freemasonry, altliough the Carbonari appear to
have borrowed many of their forms from
the Freemasons. The members called each
ciety

other " cousins."

Carbuncle.

In Hebrew, nD^3, barathe third stone in the first row of the
high priest's breastplate, according to the
authorized version, but the first stone in
the second row, according to the Septuagint.
Braun, a writer on the sacerdotal
vestments of the Hebrews, (Amsterdam,
1680,) supposes that the baraketh was a
smaragdus or emerald, which view is sustained by Kalisch, and is in accordance
with the Septuagint translation. The Talmudists derive baraketh from a word signifying "to shine with the brightness of
keih,

which would seem to indicate some
stone of a coruscant color, and would apply to the bright green of the emerald as
well as to the bright red of the carbuncle.
The stone, whatever it was, was referred to
the tribe of Judah. The carbuncle in
Christian iconography signifies blood and
suffering, and is symbolical of the Lord's
passion. Five carbuncles placed on a cross
symbolize the five wounds of Christ.
Cardinal Points. The north, west,
east, and south are so called from the
Latin cardo, a hinge, because they are the
principal points of the compass on which
all the others hinge or hang.
Each of
them has a symbolic signification in Mafire,"

sonry, which will be found under their respective heads. Dr. Brinton, in an interesting Treatise on the Symbolism and Mythology of the Bed Race of America, has a
chapter on the sacred numiaer four the only
one, he says, that has any prominence in
the religions of the red race, and which
he traces to the four cardinal points. The
reason, he declares, is to be " found in the
adoration of the cardinal points;" and he
attributes to this cause the prevalence of
the cross as a symbol among the aborigines
of America, the existence of which so surprised the Catholic missionaries that they
" were in doubt whether to ascribe the fact
to the pious labors of St. Thomas or the
sacrilegious subtlety of Satan." The arms
of the cross referred to the cardinal points,
and represented the four winds, the bringers
of rain. The theory is an interesting one,
;

and the author supports it with many ingenious illustrations. In the symbolism
of Freemasonry each of the cardinal points
has a mystical meaning. The East represents Wisdom; the West, Strength; the

South, Beauty;

Dark-

and the North,

ness.

Cardinal Virtues. The

pre-eminent

or principal virtues on which all the others
hinge or depend. They are temperance,
fortitude, prudence, and justice.
They are
referred to in the ritual of the first degree,
and will be found in this work under their
respective heads. Oliver says [Revelation of
a Square, ch. i.,) that in the eighteenth century the Masons delineated the symbols of
the four cardinal virtues by an acute angle
variously disposed. Thus, suppose you
face the east, the angle symbolizing temperance will point to the south,
It was
called a Guttural.
Fortitude was denoted
by a saltire, or St. Andrew's Cross, X This
was the Pectoral. The symbol of prudence
was an acute angle pointing towards the
south-east, 7) ^d<^ ^^^ denominated a

>.

.

Manual and
;

the north,
Pedal.

had its angle towards
and was called a Pedestal or

justice

<,

A

Carlile, Richard.
printer and
bookseller of London, who in 1819 was
fined and imprisoned for the publication
of Paine's Age of Reason, and Palmer's
Light of Nature. He also wrote and published several pretended expositions of
Masonry, which, after his death, were collected, in 1845, in one volume, under the
title of a Manual of Freemasonry, in three
parts.
Carlile was a professed Atheist,
and, although a ianatical reformer of what
he supposed to be the errors of the age, was
a man of some ability. His Masonic works
are interspersed with considerable learning,
and are not as abusive of the Order as expositions generally are.
He was born in
1790, and died in 1843, in London. For
ten years before his death his religious
opinions had been greatly modified.
Carpet. The chart or tracing board
on which the emblems of a degree are depicted fo.r the instruction of a candidate.
Carpets " were originally drawn on the
floor with chalk or charcoal, and at the
closeof the Lodge obliterated. To avoid this
'

trouble, they were subsequently painted on
cloth, which was laid on the floor; hence

they were called carpets.
Carpets, or
charts, as they are at the present time com-

monly

designated, are

pended from the
in the Lodge.

Casinaran.

now

wall, or

generally sus-

from a framework

The angel of

of St. Andrew.

The etymology

KeKnight

air.

ferred to in the degree of Scottish
is

uncer-

tain.

Cassia. A corruption of acacia, which
undoubtedly arose from the common habit,
among illiterate people, of sinking the
sound of the letter A in the pronunciation
of any word of which it constitutes the iui-

CASTELLAN

CATHAEINE

tial syllable, aspoihecary for apothecary, and
prentice for apprentice.
The word prentice,
by the way, is almost altogether used in tlie
old records of Masonry, which were, for
the most part, the productions of unedu-

used in the ceremonies of the third degree
in Lodges of the French Eite.
Catcb Questions. Questions not included in the Catechism, but adopted from
an early period to try the pretensions of a
stranger, such as this used by American
Masons " Where does the Master hang his
hat? " and by the French, " Comment gtesvous entr6 dans le Temple de Salomon ? "
Such as these are of course unsanctioned by
authority.
But Dr. Oliver, in an essay on
this subject preliminary to the fourth volume of his Golden Remains, gives a long

cated men. Unfortunately, however, the corruption of acacia into cassia has not always
been confined to the illiterate but the long
employment of the corrupted form has at
length introduced it, in some instances,
among a few of our writers. Even Dr.
Oliver has sometimes used the objectionable corruption, notwithstanding he has
written so much upon the symbolism of the
;

acacia.

There is a plant which was called by the
ancients cassia, but it is entirely diflferent
from the acacia. The acacia was a sacred
plant the Cassia an ignoble plant, having
no sacred character. The former is in Masonry profoundly symbolic the latter has
;

;
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:

list

of these " additional tests," which had

been reduced to a kind of system, and were
practised by the English Masons of the
eighteenth century.
Among them were
such as these. What is the punishment of
a cowan ? What does this stone smell of?
If a brother were lost, where would you look
for him? How blows a Mason's wind? and

no symbolism whatever. The cassia is only
three times mentioned in Scripture, but
always as an aromatic plant forming a portion of some perfume. There is, indeed,

many

strong reason for believing that the cassia
was only a coarse kind of cinnamon, and
that it did not grow in Palestine, but was
imported from the East. Cassia, therefore,
has no rightful place in Masonic language,
and its use should be avoided as a vulgar
corruption.
Castellan. In Germany, the Superintendent or Steward of a Lodge building,
in which he resides. He is either a serving
brother or an actual member of the Lodge,
and has the care of the building and its

prehension admitting only of one answer,
which appeared to have no direct correspondence with the question, and applicable
only in consonance with the mysterious
terms and symbols of the Institution."
Catch questions in this country, at least,
seem to be getting out of use, and some of
the most learned Masons at the present day
would find it difficult to answer them.
Catecbism. From the earliest times
the oral instructions of Masonry have been
communicated in a catechetical form. Each
degree has its peculiar catechism, the knowledge of which constitutes what is called a

contents.

Casting Voice or Vote.

The

twelfth of the thirty-nine General Eegulations prescribes that " all matters are to be
determined in the Grand Lodge by a majority of votes.
Each member having one
vote and the Grand Master having two
votes." From this law has arisen the universal usage of giving to the Master of the
Lodge a casting vote in addition to his own
when there is a tie. The custom is so universal, and has been so long practised, that,
although I can find no specific law on the
subject, the right may be Considered as
established by prescription. It may be remarked that the Masonic usage is probably
derived from the custom of the London
Livery Companies or Gilds, where the casting vote has always been given by the presiding oflBcers in all cases of equality, a rule
that has been recognized by Act of Parlia-

ment.

A

temporary structure
Catafalque.
of wood, appropriately decorated with
funereal symbols and representing a tomb
or cenotaph. It forms a part of the decorations of a Sorrow Lodge, and is also

others of the same kind. Of these
catch questions. Dr. Oliver says,
" that they were something like the conundrums of the present day difficult of comtests or

—

;

" bright Mason."

The

catechism, indeed,

should be known to every Mason, for every
aspirant should be thoroughly instructed
in that of the degree to which he has attained before he is permitted to make further progress. The rule, however, is not
rigidly observed and many Masons, unfortunately, are very ignorant of all but the rudi;

mentary parts of their catechism, which
they derive only from hearing portions of
it communicated at the opening and closing of the Lodge.

Catenarian Arcb. If a rope be
suspended loosely by its two ends, the
curve into which it falls is called a catenarian curve, and this inverted forms the
catenarian arch, which is said to be the
strongest of all arches. As the form of a
symbolic Lodge is an oblong square, that
of a Royal Arch Chapter, according to the
English ritual, is a catenarian arch.
Catbarine II. Catharine the Great,
Empress of Eussia, in 1762, prohibited by
an edict all Masonic meetings in her doBut subsequently better sentiminions.

CAUTION

CEDARS

ments prevailed, and having learned the

were always in some manner or other connected with caverns " and
he mentions, among other instances, the
cave Zirinthus, within whose dark recesses
the most mysterious Kites of the Samothracian Cabiri wer^ performed.
Maurice, [Ind. Ant., iii. 536,) speaking
of the subterranean passages of the Temple of Isis, in the island of Phile in the
river Nile, says, " it was in these gloomy
caverns that the grand and mystic arcana
of the goddess were unfolded to the adoring
aspirant, while the solemn hymns of initiation resounded through the long extent of
these stony recesses."
Many of the ancient oracles, as, for instance, that of Trophonius in Bceotia, were
delivered in caves. Hence, the cave sub-

152

true character of the Institution, she not
only revoked her order of prohibition, but
invited the Masons to re-establish their
Lodges and to constitute new ones, and
went so far as to proclaim herself the Protectress of the Lodge of Clio, at Moscow.
During the remainder of her reign Freemasonry was in a flourishing condition in
Russia, and many of the nobles organized
Lodges in their palaces. She died November 6, 1796, and the persecutions against
the Order were renewed by her successor.
Caution. Jt was formerly the custom
to bestow upon an Entered Apprentice, on
his initiation, a new name, which was
" caution." The custom is now very generally discontinued, although the principle
which it inculcated should never be forgotten.
The Old Charges of 1723 impress upon a
Mason the necessity, when in the presence
of strangers not Masons, to be " cautious in
his words and carriage, that the most penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover or find out what is not proper to be
intimated " as these Charges were particularly directed to Apprentices, who then constituted the great body of the Fraternity, it
is evident that the "new name" gave rise
to the Charge, or, more likely, that the
Charge gave rise to the " new name."
;

CaTCrn. In the Pagan mysteries of
antiquity the initiations were often performed in caverns, of which a few, like the
cave of Elephanta in India, still remain to
indicate by their form and extent the
character of the rites that were then performed. The cavern of Elephanta, which
was the most gorgeous temple in the world,
is one hundred and thirty feet square, and
eighteen feet high. It is supported by four
massive pillars, and its walls are covered
with statues and carved symbolic decorations. The sacellum, or sacred place, which
contained the phallic symbol, was in the
western extremity, and "accessible only to
the initiated.
The caverns of Salsette,
greatly exceeded in magnitude that of Elephanta, being three hundred in number,
all adorned with symbolic figures, among
which the phallic emblems were predominant, which were placed in the most secret
caverns, accessible only by private entrances.
In every cavern was a basin to
contain the consecrated water of ablution,
on the surface of which floated the sacred
lotus flower.
All these caverns were places
of initiation into the Hindu mysteries,
and every arrangement was made for the
performance of the most impressive ceremonies.
Faber {Mys. (M., ii. 257,) says that
"wherever the Cabiric Mysteries were

practised, they

;

—

—

terranean, dark, and silent was mingled in
the ancient mind with the idea of mystery.
In the ceremonies of Masonry, we find
the cavern or vault in what is called the
Cryptic Masonry of the American Eite,
and also in the high degrees of the French
and Scottish Bites, in which it is a symbol

of the darkness of ignorance and crime
impenetrable to the light of truth.
In reference to the practical purposes of
the cavern, as recorded in the legend of
these degrees, it may be mentioned that
caverns, which abounded in Palestine in
consequence of the geological structure of
the country, are spoken of by Josephus as
places of refuge for banditti ; and Mr.
Phillott says, in Smith's Dictionary, that it
was the caves which lie beneath and around
so many of the Jewish cities that formed
the last hiding-places of the Jewish leaders
in the war with the Romans.

Cedars of Liebanon. In scriptural
symbology, the cedar-tree, says Wemyss,
{iSymb. Lang. Scrip.,) was the symbol of
eternity, because ite substance never decays
nor rots. Hence, the Ark of the Covenant
was made of cedar and those are said to
worthy of cedar who write
that which no time ought to obliterate.
The Cedars of Lebanon are frequently
referred to in the legends of Masonry, es;

utter things

pecially fh the higher degrees; not, however,
signification,

on account of any symbolical

but rather because of the use made of them
by Solomon and Zerubbabel in the construction of their respective Temples. Mr.
Phillott {Smith's Diet. Bible) thus describes
the grove so celebrated in scriptural and

Masonic history

The grove of trees known as the Cedars
of Lebanon consists of about four hundred
trees, standing quite alone in a depression
of the mountain with no trees near, about
six thousand four hundred feet above the
sea, and three thousand below the summit.
About eleven or twelve are very large and

;

CELEBRATION
old, twenty-five large, fifty of

middle

CENTAINE
size,

and more than three hundred younger and
smaller ones. The older trees have each
several trunks and spread themselves widely round, but most of the others are of
cone-like form, and do not send out wide,
lateral branches.
In 1550, there were
twenty-eight old trees; in 1739, Pococke
counted fifteen, but the number of trunks
makes the operation of counting uncertain.
They are regarded with much reverence by
the native inhabitants as living records of
Solomon's power, and the Maronite patriarch was formerly accustomed to celebrate
there the festival of the Transfiguration at
an altar of rough stones.
Celebration. The third degree of
Fessler's Rite.
See Fessler's Bite.
Celestial Alphabet. See Alphabet
of Angels.

Celtic Mysteries. See Druidum.
Celts. The early inhabitants of Italy,
Gaul, Spain, and Britain. They are supposed to have

left

Asia during one of the

Aryan emigrations, and, having travelled

in

a westerly direction, to have spread over
The Celtic
these countries of Europe.
Mysteries or the Sacred Kites which they
instituted are known as Druidism, which
see.

Cement.

The cement which in Operative Masonry is used to unite the various
parts of a building into one strong and
borrowed by Speculative
symbol to denote that
brotherly love which binds the Masons of
all countries in one common brotherhood.
durable mass,

Masonry

as

is

a

brotherhood is recognized as being
among Master Masons only, the
symbol is very appropriately referred to the

As

this

perfected

third degree.

Cemeteries, Masonic. The
to select

some

desire
suitable spot wherein to de-
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cave of Machpelah for a burial-place for
his people.
It is not, then, surprising that Masons,
actuated by this spirit, should have been
desirous to consecrate certain spots as resting-places for themselves and for the strange
brethren who should die among them.
writer in the London Freemason's Magazine
for 1858 complained that there was not in

A

England a Masonic cemetery, nor portion
of an established cemetery especially dedicated to the interment of the brethren of
the Craft. This neglect cannot be charged
against the Masons of America, for there
is scarcely a city or town of considerable
size in which the Masons have not purchased and appropriated a suitable spot as
a cemetery to be exclusively devoted to the
use of the Fraternity. These cemeteries
are often, and should always be, dedicated
with impressive ceremonies and it is to be
regretted that our rituals have provided no
sanctioned form of service for these occa;

sions.

A

small vessel of metal fitted
Censer.
to receive burning coals from the altar, and
on which the incense for burning was sprinkled by the priest in the Temple. Among
the fiirniture of a Eoyal Arch Chapter is to
be found the censer, which is placed upon
the altar of incense within the sanctuary,
as a symbol of the pure thoughts and
grateful feelings which, in so holy a place,
should be offered up as a fitting sacrifice to
the great I AM. In a similar symbolic
sense, the censer, under the name of the
"pot of incense," is found among the emblems of the third degree.
See Pot of
The censer also constitutes a
Incense.
part of the Lodge furniture in many of the
high degrees.
Censor. Gadicke says this is not an
officer, but is now and then introduced into

He is
posit the remains of our departed kindred some of the Lodges of Germany.
and friends seems almost innate in the commonly found where the Lodge has its
human breast. The stranger's field was own private house, in which, on certain
bought with the accursed bribe of betrayal days, mixed assemblies are held of Freeand treason, and there is an abhorrence to masons and their families and friends.
depositing our loved ones in places whose Of those assemblies the Censor has the
archetype was so desecrated by its purchase- superintendence.
money. The churchyard, to the man of
Censure. In Masonic law, the mildsentiment, is as sacred as the church itself. est form of punishment that can be inThe cemetery bears a hallowed character, flicted, and may be defined to be a formal
and we adorn its graves with vernal flowers expression of disapprobation, without other
or with evergreens, to show that the dead, result than the effect produced upon the
though away from our presence visibly, feelings of him who is censured. It is
The adopted by a resolution of the Lodge on a
still live and bloom in our memories.
oldest of all the histories that time has motion made at a regular communication
saved to us contains an affecting story of it requires only a bare majority of votes for
this reverence of the living for the dead, its passage, does not affect the Masonic
when it tells us how Abraham, when Sarah, standing of the person censured, and may
his beloved wife, had died in a strange be revoked at any subsequent regular comland, reluctant to bury her among stran- munication.
Centaine, Order of. A mystical
gers, purchased from the sons of Heth the

U
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society of the last century which admitted
It was organized at Bordeaux,^ in
females.
1735. Leaning says that at a later period
some of its adherents attempted to engraft

upon Freemasonry, but without effect.
Centennial. That which happens
every hundred years. Masonic bodies that
have lasted for that period very generally
celebrate the occasion by a commemorative
On the 4th of November, 1852,
festival.
almost all of the Lodges of the United

it

States celebrated the centennial anniversary
of the initiation of George Washington as

a Freemason.

A society which existed
Europe from 1770 to 1780. It made use
of Masonic forms at its meeting simply to
conceal its secrets. Lenning calls it an alchemical association, but says that it had
religious and political tendencies. Gadicke
thinks that its object was to propagate
Centralists.

in

Jesuitism.

Central Point.
Circle.

See Point within a

Ceremonies, Master of.

See Master

of Ceremonies.

Among

Ceres.

the Komans, the god-

dess of agriculture ; but among the more
poetic Greeks she was worshipped under
the name of Demeter, as the symbol of the
To her is attributed the
prolific earth.
institution of the Eleusinian Mysteries in
Greece, the most popular of all the ancient
initiations.

Cerneau, Joseph. A

French jewborn at Villeblerin, in 1763, and who
in the beginning of the nineteenth century
removed to the city of New York, where
in 1807 he established a spurious body
under the title of "Sovereign Grand Consistory of the United States of America, its
This MaTerritories and Dependencies."
sonic charlatan, who claimed the right to
organize bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, was expelled and his
pretensions denounced, in 1813, by the
legal Supreme Council sitting at Charleston, Soutli Carolina. Cerneau and his adherents gave much trouble in the Scottish
Bite for many years, and the bodies which
he had formed were not entirely dissolved
until long after the establishment of a
legal Supreme Council for the Northern

eller,

Centre, Opening on the. In the
English ritual, a Master Mason's Lodge is
said to be opened on the centre, because the
brethren present, being all Master Masons,
are equally near and equally distant from
that imaginary central point which among Jurisdiction.
Masons constitutes perfection. Neither of
Certificate. A diploma issued by a
the preliminary degrees can assert the same Grand Lodge, or by a subordinate Lodge
conditions, because the Lodge of an Entered under its authority, testifying that the
Apprentice may contain all the three classes, holder thereof is a true and trusty brother,
and that of a Fellow Craft may include and recommending him to the hospitality
some Master Masons; and therefore the of the Fraternity abroad. The character
doctrine of perfect equality is not carried of this instrument has sometimes been
out in either. An attempt was made, but much misunderstood. It is by no means
without success, in the Trestle Board, intended to act as a voucher for the bearer,
published under the sanction of the Balti- nor can it be allowed to supersede the nemore Masonic Convention, to introduce the cessity of a strict examination. A stranger,
custom into the American Lodges.
however, having been tried and proved by
Cepbas. A word which in the Syriac a more unerring standard, his certificate
signifies a rock or stone, and is the name then properly comes in as an auxiliary teswhich was bestowed by Christ upon Simon, timonial, and will be permitted to afford
when he said to him, " Thou art a rock," food evidence of his correct standing in liis
which the Greeks rendered by n^rpof, and
(Odge at home
for no body of Masons,
the Latins by Fetrus, both words meaning true to the principles of their Order, would
"a rock." It is used in the degree of grant such an instrument to an unworthy
Eoyal Master, and there alludes to the brother, or to one who, they feared, might
Stone of Foundation.
make an improper use of it. But though
Ceremonies. The outer garments the presence of a Grand Lodge certificate
which cover and adorn Freemasonry as be in general required as collateral evidence
clothing does the human body. Although of worthiness to visit, or receive aid, its acceremonies give neither life nor truth to cidental absence, which may arise in varidoctrines or principles, yet they have an ous ways, as from fire, captivity, or shipadmirable influence, since by their use wreck, should not debar a strange brother
certain things are made to acquire a sacred from the rights guaranteed to him by our
character which they would not otherwise Institution, provided he can offer other evihave had and hence, Lord Coke has most dence of his good character. The Grand
wisely said, that " prudent antiquity did, Lodge of New York has, upon this subject,
for more solemnity and better memory and taken the proper stand in the following
" That no Mason be admitted
observation of that which is to be done, regulation
express substances under ceremonies."
to any subordinate Lodge under the juris;

;

:

:

CHAILLOU

CHALDEA

diction of this Grand Lodge, or receive the
charities of any Lodge, unless he shall, on
such application, exhibit a Grand Lodge
certificate, duly attested by the proper authorities, except he w known to the Lodge to
be a worthy brother."

holding each other by the hands, as in surrounding a grave, etc. Each brother crosses
his arms in front of his body, so as to give

The
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his right hand to his left hand neighbor, and
his left hand to his right hand neighbor.
The French call it chaine disunion. It is a
symbol of the close connection of all Masons in one common brotherhood.

system has been warmly
by the Grand Lodges of the
United States, and considerable opposition
Cliain of Flowers. In French Mato it has been made by some of them on sonry, when a Lodge celebrates the day of
the ground that it is an innovation. If it its foundation, or the semi-centennial memcertificate

discussed

an innovation, it certainly is not one of bership of one of the brethren, or at the
the present day, as we may learn from the initiation of a louveteau, the room is decoEegulations made in General Assembly of rated with wreaths of flowers called " chaine
the Masons of England, on St. John the de fleurs."
Evangelist's day, 1663, during the Grand
Cliain of Union. See Chain, Mystic.
Mastership of the Earl of St. Albans, one
Cliain, Triangular. One of the
of which reads as follows
legends of Freemasonry tells us that when
" That no person hereafter who shall be the Jewish Masons were carried as capaccepted a Freemason shall be admitted tives from Jerusalem to Babylon by Nebinto any Lodge or Assembly, until he has uchadnezzar, they were bound by triangubrought a certificate of the time and place lar chains, which was intended as an addiof his acceptation from the Lodge that ac- tional insult, because to them the triangle,
cepted him, unto the Master of that limit or delta, was a symbol of the Deity, to be
or division where such Lodge is kept."
used only on sacred occasions. The legend
CbalUou de JolnTille. He played is of course apocryphal, and is worth nothan important part in the Freemasonry of ing except as a legendary symbol.
France about the middle of the last cenChair. A technical term signifying the
Thus, " he is
tury, especially during the schisms which office of Master of a Lodge.
at that time existed in the Grand Lodge. eligible to the chair " is equivalent to " he
In 1761, he was an active member of the is eligible to the office of Master." The
Council of Emperors of the East and West, word is applied in the same sense to the
or Eite of Perfection, which had been estab- presiding office in other Masonic bodies.
lished in 1758.
Under the title of " SubChairman. The presiding officer of
stitute General of the Order, Ven. Master a meeting or committee. In all committees
of the First Lodge in France, called St. of a Lodge, the Worshipful Master, if he
Anthony's, Chief of the Eminent Degrees, chooses to attend, is ex-offieio chairman ; as
Commander, and Sublime Prince of the is the Grand Master of any meeting of the
Eoyal Secret, etc., etc., etc.," he signfed the Craft when he is present.
Patent of Stephen Morin, authorizing him
Chair, Master in the. The Gerto extend the Eoyal Order in America, man Masons call the Worshipful Master,
which was the first step that subsequently " der Meister im Stuhl," or the Master in
led to the establishment of the Ancient and the Chair.
Chair, Oriental. The seat or office
Accepted Eite in the United States. In
1762, the Prince of Clermont, Grand Mas- of the Master of a Lodge is thus called
ter of the Grand Lodge of France, removed sometimes, more fully, the " Oriental Chair
the dancing-master Lacorne, whom he had of King Solomon."
Chair, Passing the. The ceremony
previously appointed his Substitute Geneof inducting the Master elect of a Lodge
ral, and who had become distasteful to the
respectable members of the Grand Lodge, into his office is called " passing the chair."
and put Chaillou de Joinville in his place. He who has once presided over a Lodge as
This action created a schism in the Grand its Master, is said to have "passed the
Lodge, during which De Joinville appears chair," hence the title " Past Master."
large tract of country,
Chaldea.
to have acted with considerable energy,
but eventually he became almost as noto- lying in a nearly north-west and southrious as his predecessor, by issuing irregular east direction for a distance of four huncharters and deputations. On the death of dred miles along the course of the rivers
the Prince of Clermont, in 1771, the La- Euphrates and Tigris, with an average
The kingdom
cornists regained much of their influence, width of one hundred miles.
and De Joinville appears quietly to have of Chaldea, of which Babylon was the
passed away from the field of French Ma- chief city, is celebrated in Masonic history
as the place where the Jewish captives were
sonry and Masonic intrigues.
Chain, Mystic. To form the mystic conducted after the destruction of Jerusachain is for the brethren to make a circle. lem. At that time Nebuchadnezzar was
is

—

A

CHALDEANS

CHAPEAU

His successors, during the capwere Evilmerodach, Neriglissar,
Labosordacus, and Belshazzar. In the
seventeenth year of his reign, the city of
Babylon was taken, and the Chaldean
kingdom subverted by Cyrus, king of Persia, who terminated the captivity of the
Jews, and restored them to their native

of the chalice should be about four inches
high, and the diameter from three to six.

156
the king.
tivity,

country.

Chaldeans or €baldees.

—
—

The

ancient Diodorus Siculus says the " most
ancient " inhabitants of Babylonia. There
was among them, as among the Egyptians,
a true priestly caste, which was both exclusive and hereditary for although not every
Chaldean was a priest, yet no man could
be a priest among them unless he were a
Chaldean." "At Babylon," says Dr. Smith,
(Anc. Hist, of the East, p. 898,) " they were in
all respects the ruling order in the body politic, uniting in themselves the characters of
the English sacerdotal and military classes.
They filled all the highest offices of state
under the king, who himself belonged to
The Chaldean priests were
the order."
famous for their astronomical science, the
study of which was particularly favored by
the clear atmosphere and the cloudless
skies of their country, and to which they
were probably urged by their national
worship of the sun and the heavenly hosts.
Diodorus Siculus says that they passed
their whole lives in meditating questions of
philosophy, and acquired a great reputation
for their astrology.
They were addicted
especially to the art of divination, and
framed predictions of the future. They
sought to avert evil and to insure good by
;

purifications, sacrifices, and enchantments.
They were versed in the arts of prophesying and explaining dreams and prodigies.
All this learning among the Chaldeans was
a family tradition ; the son inheriting the

Erofession and the knowledge of the priest-

ood from his father, and transmitting it
to his descendants.
The Chaldeans were
settled throughout the whole country, but
there were some special cities, such as
Borsippa, Ur, Sippera, and Babylon, where
they had regular colleges. The reputation
of the Chaldeans for prophetic and magical
knowledge was so great, that astrologers,
and conjurers in general, were styled Babylonians and Chaldeans, just as the wandering fortune-tellers of modern times are
called Egyptians or gypsies, and Ars dialdceorum was the name given to all occult
sciences.

A cup used in religious rites.
forms a part of the furniture of a Commandery of Knights Templars, and of
some of the higher degrees of the French
and Scottish Rites, ft should be made
either of silver or of gilt metal. The stem
Cliallce.

It

Clialk, Charcoal,

and

Clay. By

these three substances are beautifully symbolized the three qualifications for the servitude of an Entered Apprentice freedom,
fervency, and zeal. Chalk is the freest of
all substances, because the slightest touch
leaves a trace behind. Charcoal, the most
fervent, because to it, when ignited, the
most obdurate metals yield and clay, the
most zealous, because it is constantly emf)loyed in man's service, and is as constauty reminding us that from it we all came,
and to it we must all return. In the earlier
lectures of the last centurjr, the symbols,
with the same interpretation, were given
as " Chalk, Charcoal, and Earthen Pau."

—

;

Chamber, Middle.

See Middle

Chamber.

Chamber of Reflection.

In the

Rites, a small room
adjoining the Lodge, in which, preparatory
to initiation, the candidate is enclosed for
the purpose of indulging in those serious

French and Scottish

meditations which its sombre appearance,
and the gloomy emblems with which it is
furnished, are calculated to produce.
It is
also used in some of the high degrees for a
similar purpose. Its employment is very
appropriate, for, as Gadicke well observes,
" it is only in solitude that we can deeply
reflect upon our present or future undertakings, and blackness, darkness, or solitariness, IS ever a symbol of death. A man who
has undertaken a thing after mature reflection seldom turns back."
Cliancellor. An officer in a Council
of Knights of the Red Cross, corresponding in some respects to the Senior Warden
of a Symbolic Lodge.

Chancellor, Grand.

An

officer in

the Supreme Councils and Grand Consistories of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, whose duties are somewhat similar to
those of a Corresponding Secretary.
Chaos. A confused and shapeless
mass, such as is supposed to have existed
before God reduced creation into order. It
is a Masonic symbol of the ignorance and
intellectual darkness from wliich man is
rescued by the light and truth of Masonry.
Hence, ordo ab chao, or, "order out of
chaos," is one of the mottoes of the Institution.

Chaos Disentangled. One

of the

names formerly given

to the twenty-eighth
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, or Knight of the Sun. It U likewise found in the collection of M. Pyron.

Discrete and Wise Chaos are the forty-ninth
fiftieth degrees of the Riteof Mizraim.

and

Chapeau. The
this country

cocked hat worn in
by Knights Templars. The

;

CHAPEL

CHARGES

regulations of the Grand Encampment of
the United States, in 1862, prescribes that it
shall be " the military chapeau, trimmed
with black binding, one white and two
black plumes, and appropriate cross on the

and Chapters of Rose Croix Masons in the
Ancient and Accepted.

left side."

ter.

Chapel. The

closets

and anterooms

so necessary and convenient to a Lodge ibr
various purposes, are dignified by German
Masons with the title of " Capelan, or

chapels."

Chapel,

St. Mary's. The oldest
in Edinburgh, Scotland, whose minutes, according to Lawrie, extend as far
back as the year 1598. They show that
Thomas Boswell, Esq., of Auohinleck, was
made a Warden of the Lodge in the year
1600, and that the Hon. Eobert Moray,
Quartermaster-General of the Army in
Scotland, was created a Master Mason in
1641.
These facts show that at that early

Lodge

who were

not operative
Masons by profession were admitted into
the Order.
Chapiter. The uppermost part of a
column, pillar, or pilaster, serving as
the head or crowning, and placed immediately over the shaft and under the entablature. The pillars which stood in front
of the porch of King Solomon's Temple
were adorned with chapiters of a peculiar
period

persons

construction, which are largely referred to,
and their symbolism explained, in the FelSee Fillars of the
low Craft's degree.

Porch.

Chaplain. The office of Cha,plain of
a Lodge is one which is not recognized in
the ritual of this country, although often
conferred by courtesy. The Master of a
Lodge in general performs the duties of a
Chaplain.
Chaplain, Grand. An office in a
Grand Lodge of. very modern date. It was
first instituted on the 1st of May, 1775, on
the occasion of the laying of the cornerstone of the Freemasons' Hall in London.
This office is now univ^ersally recognized by
the Grand Lodges of this country. His
duties are confined to offering up prayer at
the communications of the Grand Lodge,
and conducting its devotional exercises on
public occasions.
Chapter. In early times the meetings
of Masons were called not only Lodges, but
Thus, the
Chapters and Congregations.
statute enacted in the third year of the
reign of Henry VI., of England, A. D.
1425, declares that " Masons shall not confederate in Chapters and Congregations."
The word is now exclusively appropriated
to designate the bodies in which degrees
higher than the symbolic are conferred.
Thus, there are Chapters of Eoyal Arch
Masons in the York and American Rites
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Chapter, C^eneral Orand.

See

General Grand Chapter.

Chapter, Grand.

Chapter Mason.

See Grand Chap-

A

colloquialism

denoting a Royal Arch Mason.

Chapter Masonry. A

colloquial-

ism intended to denote the degrees conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter.
Chapter, Rose Croix. See Base
Croix, Prince

of.

Chapter, Royal Arch. A

convo-

Arch Masons is called a
Chapter. In Great Britain, Royal Arch
Masonry is connected with and under the
government of the Grand Lodge; but in
cation of Royal

America, the jurisdictions are separate.
Here, a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is

empowered to give the preparatory degrees
of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master
although, of course, the Chapter, when
meeting in either of these degrees, is called
a Lodge. In some Chapters, the degrees
of Royal and Select Master are also given
as preparatory degrees but in most of the
;

the control of these is conferred
upon separate bodies, called " Councils of
Royal and Select Masters."
The presiding officers of a Chapter are
the High Priest, King, and Scribe, who
are, respectively, representatives of Joshua,
Zerubbabel, and Haggai. In the English
Chapters, these officers are generally styled
either by the founders' names, as above, or
as First, Second, and Third Principals.
In
the Chapters of Ireland the order of the

States,

King, High Priest, and Scribe.
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in this
country are primarily under the jurisdiction of State Grand Chapters, as Lodges
are under Grand Lodges; and secondly,
under the General Grand Chapter of the
United States, whose meetings are held triennially, and which exercises a general
supervision over this branch of the Order
throughout the Union. See Royal Arch.
Chapters, Irish. See Irish Chapters.
Characteristic IVame. See Order
officers is

Name.

Charcoal.

See Chalk, Charcoal, and

Clay.

Charge. So called from the "Old
Charges," because, like them, it contains
an epitome of duty. It is the admonition
which is given by the presiding officer, at
the close of the ceremony of initiation, to
the candidate, and which the latter receives
standing, as a token of respect. There is
a charge for each degree, which is to be
found in all the monitors and manuals from
Preston onwards.
Charges. The "Masons' Constitu-

CHARGES

CHAEITY

tions" are old records, containing a history,
very often somewhat apocryphal, of the
origin and progress of Masonry, and regulations for the government of the Craft.
These regulations are called " Charges,"
and are generally the same in substance,
although they differ in number, in the difThese charges are diferent documents.
vided into "Articles" and "Points; "although it would be difficult to say in what
the one section differs in character from the
other, as each details the rules which should
govern a Mason in his conduct towards his
" lord," or em])loyer, and to his brother
workmen. The oldest of these charges is
to be found in the York Constitutions, (if
they are authentic,) and consists of Fifteen
It was reArticles and Fifteen Points.
quired by the Constitutions of the time of
Edward III., "that, for the future, at the
making or admission of a brother, the constitutions and charges should be read."
This regulation is still preserved in form,
in modern Lodges, by the reading of "the
charge" by the Master to a candidate at
the close of the ceremony of his reception
into 8. QPcrGG
Charges' of 1722. The Fraternity
had long been in possession of many
records, containing the ancient regulations
of the Order; when, in 1722, the Duke of
Montague being Grand Master of England,
the Grand Lodge finding fault with their
antiquated arrangement, it was directed
that they should be collected, and after being properly digested, be annexed to the
Book of Constitutions, then in course of
publication under the superintendence of
Dr. James Anderson. This was accordingly done, and the document now wellknown under the title of Th^ Old Charges
of the Free and Accepted Masons, constitutes,
by universal consent, a part of the fundamental law of our Order. The charges are
divided into six general heads of duty, as

tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or
a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and knowledge, and have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains, and have
not charity, I am nothing." (1 Corinth,
Such was the language of an
xiii. 1, 2.)
eminent apostle of the Christian church,
and such is the sentiment that constitutes
the cementing bond of Freemasonry. The
apostle, in comparing it with faith and
hope, calls it the greatest of the three, and
hence in Masonry it is made the topmost
round of its mystic ladder. We must not
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follows:

1.

Concerning God and

fall

and

whatever position he

are, as

religion.

may

these sentiments of benevolence be confined
to those who are bound to him by ties of
kindred or worldly friendship alone but,
extending them throughout the globe, he
will love and cherish all who sit beneath
the broad canopy of our universal Lodge.
For it is the boast of our Institution, that
a Mason, destitute and worthy, may find in
every clime a brother, and in every land a

a collation of the charges contained in the
Old Records, and from them have been
abridged, or by them suggested, all those

well-known directions found in our monitors, which Masters are accustomed to read
to candidates on their reception.
See
Eecorda, Old.

Cbarity.

"

Though

I

;

be placed,

modern researches have shown,

speak with the

error that charity

to his slanderers, and will close
His faults
his lips against all reproach.
and his follies will be locked in his breast,
and the prayer for mercy will ascend to
Jehovah for his brother's sins. Nor will

Of

ties, in

common

open his ear

the civil magistrate, supreme and
subordinate. 3. Of Lodges. 4. Of Masters, Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices.
5. Of the management of the Craft in working.
6. Of behavior under different circumstances, and in various conditions.
These charges contain succinct directions
for the proper discharge of a Mason's du2.

into the too

only that sentiment of commiseration
which leads us to assist the poor with pecuniary donations. Its Masonic, as well as
its Christian application is more noble and
more extensive. The word used by the
apostle is, in the original, 'ay&-j], or love, a
word denoting that kindly state of mind
which renders a person full of good-will
and affectionate regard towards others.
John Wesley expressed his regret that the
Greek had not been correctly translated as
love instead of charity, so that the apostolic
triad of virtues would have been, not " faith,
hope, and charity," but " faith, hope, and
Then would we have understood
love."
the comparison made by St. Paul, when he
said, " Though I bestow all ray goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my body
to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth
me nothing." Guided by this sentiment,
the true Mason will "suffer long and be
kind." He will be slow to anger and easy
to forgive. He will stay his falling brother
by gentle admonition, and warn him with
kindness of approaching danger. He will not
is

'

home.

Charity, Committee on. See Committee on Charity.

Charity Fund. Many
Grand Lodges have a fund

Lodges and

especially ap-

propriated to charitable purposes, and
is not used for the disbursement of
the current expenses, but which is appropriated to the relief of indigent brethren,

which

,

CHARLATAN
their

widows and orphans.

CHARTER
The

charity-

fund of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
which was bequeathed to it by Stephen
Girard, and which is the largest in this
country, considerably exceeds fifty thouisand dollars.

Charlatan. A

charlatan

is

a babbling

mountebank, who imposes on the populace
by large pretensions and high sounding
words. A charlatan in Masonry is one who
seeks by a display of pompous ceremoniaF,
and often by claims to supernatural powers,
to pervert the institution of Masonry to
the acquisition of gain, or the gratification
of a paltry ambition. Every man, says a
distinguished writer, is a charlatan who extorts money by charging for sixpenny trash
the amount that should only be paid for
works of science, and that, too, under the
plea of conveying knowledge that cannot
otherwise be obtained (Land. Freem. Mag.,
1844, p. 505). The eighteenth century presented many examples of these Masonic
charlatans, of whom by far the greatest
was Cagliostro
nor has the nineteenth
century been entirely without them.
Charlemague. The great Charles,
King of France, who ascended the throne
in the year 768, is claimed by some Masonic
writers as a patron of Masonry.
This is
perhaps because architecture flourished in
France during his reign, and because he
encouraged the arts by inviting the archi;

and travelling Freemasons, who were
then principally confined to Italy, to visit
France and engage in the construction of
important edifices.
Charles Martel. He was the founder
of the Carlovingian dynasty, and governed
France with supreme power from 716 to 741
under the title of Duke of the Franks. He
is claimed by the authors of the Old Records
as one of the patrons of Masonry. Thus,
the Landsdowne manuscript says " There
was one of the Royall Line of France called
Charles Marshall, and he was a man that
loved well the said Craft and took upon
him the Rules and Manners, and after that
By the Gkacb of God he was elect to be
the King of France, and when he was in
his Estate he helped to make those Masons
tects

:

and sett them on Work and
gave them Charges and Manners and good
pay as he had learned of other Masons, and
confirmed them a Charter from yeare to
yeare to hold their Assembly when they
would, and cherished them right well, and
thus came this Noble Craft into France."
Rebold {Hist. Gen.) has accepted this
legend as authentic, and says: "In 740,
Charles Martel, who reigned in France
under the title of Mayor of the Palace, at
the request of the Anglo-Saxon kings, sent
many workmen and Masters into England."

that were now,

Charles

I.,

159

and II.

For

their sup-

posed connection with the origin of Freemasonry, see Stuart Masonry.
The Duke of SuderCharles
manland was distinguished for his attachment to Masonry. In 1809 he ascended the
throne of Sweden under the title of Charles
XIII.
Having established the Masonic
order of knighthood of that name, he abdicated in favor of Charles John Bernadotte, but always remained an active and
zealous member of the Order. There is no
king on record so distinguished for his attachment to Freemasonry as Charles XIIL,
of Sweden, and to him the Swedish Masons
are in a great measure indebted for the
high position that the Order has maintained
during the present century in that country.
Charles XIII., Order of. An order
of knighthood instituted in 1811 by Charles
XIIL, King of Sweden, and which was to
be conferred only on the principal dignitaries of the Masonic institution in his dominions.
In the manifesto establishing
" To give to
the Order, the king says
this society (the Masonic) a proof of our
gracious sentiments towards it, we will and
ordain that its first dignitaries to the

XIH.

:

number which we may determine,

shall in
future be decorated with the most intimate
proof of our confidence, and which shall be
for them a distinctive mark of the highest
The number of Knights are
dignity."
twenty-seven, all Masons, and the King of
Sweden is the perpetual Grand Master.
The color of the ribbon is red, and the
jewel a maltese cross pendent from an im-

perial crown.

A

city in the United
Charleston.
States of America, and the metropolis of
the State of South Carolina. It was there
that the first Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite was
established in 1801, whence all other Supreme Councils have emanated, directly or

Hence, it has assumed the
of ""Mother Council of the world."
Its seat was removed in 1870 to the city of
indirectly.

title

See Scottish Bite.

Washington.

Charms, Magical. See Talisman.
Chart. 1. A map on which is delineated
the emblems of a degree, to be used for the
instruction of candidates, formerly called a
2. The title given bycarpet, which see.
Jeremy L. Cross to his Hieroglyphic
Monitor, which acquired on its first appearance in the Lodges of America a popularity that it has not yet entirely lost.
Hence the word chart is still sometimes

used colloquially and improperly to designate any other Masonic manual of monitorial instruction.

Charter.
Constitution,

Often used for Warrant of

which

see.

;

CHEEEAU

CHAKTERED
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Chartered liOd^e. A Lodge working under the authorityj of a Charter or
Warrant of Constitution issued by a Grand
Lodge as distinguished from a Lodge working under a dispensation issued by a Grand
Master. Chartered Lodges only are entitled
to representation in the Grand Lodge.
They alone can make by-laws, elect memThey
bers, or have their oflScers installed.
are the constituent bodies of a jurisdiction,
and by their representatives compose the
Grand Lodge.

Charter Member. A Mason whose
is attached to the petition upon which
a Charter or Warrant of Constitution has
been granted to a Lodge, Chapter, or other

name

subordinate body.

Charter of Cologne.
Charter

See Cologne,

of.

Charter of Transmission.
Transmission, Charter

Chasidim.

:

See

of.

Hebrew, D'T'Dll.
meaning saints. The name of a sect which
existed in the time of the Maccabees, and
which was organized for the purpose of opposing innovations upon the Jewish faith.
Their essential principles were to observe
all the ritual laws of purification, to meet
frequently for devotion, to submit to acts
of self-denial and mortification, to have all
things in common, and sometimes to withdraw from society and to devote themselves
In

Lawrie, who seeks to
connect them with the Masonic institution
as a continuation of the Masons of the Solomonic era,' describes them as " a religious
Fraternity, or an order of the Knights of

to contemplation.

THE Temple of Jerusalem, who bound
themselves to adorn the porches of that
magnificent structure, and to preserve it
from injury and decay. This association
was composed of the greatest men of Israel,
who were distinguished for their charitable
and peaceful dispositions, and always signalized themselves by their ardent zeal for
the purity and preservation of the Temple."

Chastanier, Benedict. A French
Mason, who in the year 1767 introduced
into England a modification of the Rite
of Pernetty, in nine degrees, and estabtished a Lodge in London under the name
of the "Illuminated Theosophists;" which,
however, according to Lenning, soon aban-

doned the Masonic forms, and was converted into a mere theosophic sect, intended
to propagate the religious system of Swedenborg.
Mr. White, in his Life of Emanuel
Swedenborg, (Lond., 1868, p. 683,) gives an
account of " The Theosophical Society, instituted for the purpose of promoting the
Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem
by translating, printing, and publishing
the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg."
This society was formed in

1784, and met on Sundays and Thursdays
at chambers in New Court, Middle Temple,
for the discussion of Swedenborg's writings.
Among the twenty-five persons mentioned
by White as having either joined the society or sympathized with its object, we
find the name of " Benedict Chastanier,

French Surgeon, 62 Tottenham

Court."
Chastanier's Rite of
Illuminated Theosophists are as follows
1' 2, and 3, Symbolic degrees 4, 5, 6, Theosophic Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
Master; 7, Sublime Scottish Mason, or Celestial Jerusalem; 8, Blue Brother; and 9,
Red Brother.
Chastity. In the Halliwell MS. of
the Constitutions of Masonry, written not
later than the latter part of the fourteenth
century, and purporting to be a copy of the
Regulations adopted at York in 926, the
seventh point is in these words

The nine degrees of

;

:

"

Thou schal not by thy maystres wyf ly,
by thy felowsyn no manner wyse,
Lest the Craft wolde the despyse
Ny by thy feiows concubyne.
No more thou woldest be dede by thyne."

Ny

Again, in the Constitutions known as the
Matthew Cooke MS., the date of which is
about the latter part of the fifteenth century,

same regulation

is enforced in these
7th Point. That he covet
not the wyfe ne the daughter of his
masters, neither of his fellows but if [unless] it be in marriage."
So all through
the Old Constitutions and Charges, we find
this admonition to respect the chastity of
our brethren's wives and daughters; an admonition which, it is scarcely necessary to
say, is continued to this day.
Chasuble. The outer dress worn by
the priest at the altar service, and is an
imitation of the old Roman toga. It is a
circular cloth, which falls down over the
body so as completely to cover jt, with an
aperture in the centre for the head to pass
through. It is used in the ceremonies of
the Rose Croix degree.
Checkered Floor. See Mosaic Pavement.

the

words

:

"

The

Chef-d'oeuvre. It was a custom
among many of the gilds, and especially
among the Corrmagnona du Deoovr, who
sprung up in the sixteenth century in
France, on the decay of Freemasonry in
that kingdom, and as one of its results, to
require every Apprentice, before he could
be admitted to the freedom of the gild,
to present a piece of finished work as a
proof of his skill in the art in which he had
been instructed. The piece of work was
called his chef-d'ce,uvre, or masterpiece.

Chereau, Antoine Quillianme.

A painter in Paris, who published, in

1806,

:

CHERUBIM

CHINA

two hermetlco-philosophical brochures entitled, Explication de la Pierre Oubique, and
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Chevalier de I' Orient for Knight of the
East. The German word is Sitter.
significant word used
Chibbelum.
in the rituals of the last century, which define it to mean " a worthy Mason." It is a
corruption of Giblim.

A

Explication de la Oroix Philosophigue ; or
Explanations of the Cubical Stone and of
the Philosophical Cross. These works are
brief, but give much interesting information on the ritualism and symbolism of the
convenChicago, Congress of.
high degrees. They have been republished tion of distinguished Masons of the United
by Tessier in his Manuel General, without, States, held at the city of Chicago in Sephowever, any acknowledgment to the orig- tember, 1859, during the session of the
inal author.
Grand Encampment and General Grand
Cherubim. The second order of the Chapter, for the purpose of establishing a
angelic hierarchy, the first being the sera- General Grand Lodge, or a Permanent Maphim. The two cherubim that overtopped sonic Congress. Its results were not of a
the mercy-seat or covering of the ark, in successful character and the death of its
the holy of holies, were placed there by moving spirit, Cyril Pearl, which occurred
Moses, in obedience to the orders of God
soon after, put an end to all future at" And thou shalt make two cherubim of tempts to carry into effect any of its pregold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, liminary proceedings.
in the two ends of the mercy-seat. And
Chief of the Tabernacle. The
the cherubim shall stretch forth their twenty-third degree in the Ancient and
wings on high, covering the mercy -seat Accepted Scottish Rite. It commemorates
with their wings, and their faces shall look the institution of the order of the priestone to another; towards the mercy -seat hood in Aaron and his sons Eleazar and
shall the faces of the cherubim be." (Exod. Ithamar.
Its principal officers are three,
XXV. 17, 19.) It was between these cheru- a Sovereign Sacrificer and two High Priests,
bim that -the Shekinah or divine presence now called by the Supreme Councils of
rested, and from which issued the Bathkol America the Most Excellent High Priest
or voice of God. Of the form of these and Excellent Priests, and the members of
cherubim, we are ignorant. Josephus says, the " Hierarchy" or " Court," as the Lodge
that they resembled no known creature, is now styled, are called Levites. The
but that Moses made them in the form in apron is white, lined with deep scarlet and
which he saw them about the throne of bordered with red, blue, and purple ribbon.
God others, deriving their ideas from what
golden chandelier of seven branches is
is said of them by Ezekiel, Isaiah, and St.
painted or embroidered on the centre
John, describe them as having the face and of the apron. The jewel, which is a
breast of a man, the wings of an eagle, the thurible, is worn from a broad yellow,
belly of a lion, and the legs and feet of an purple, blue, and scarlet sash from the left
ox, which three animals, with man, are the shoulder to the right hip.
symbols of strength and wisdom. But all
Chief of the Twelve Tribes.
agree in this, that they had wings, and that (Chef des douze Tribus.) The eleventh dethese wings were extended. The cherubim gree of the Chapter of Emperors of the
were purely symbolic. But although there East and West. It is also called Illustrious
is great diversity of ojpinion as to their exElect.
title foract signification, yet there is a very general
Chiefs of Masonry.
agreement that they allude to and sym- merly given in the Ancient and Accepted
It
bolize the protecting and overshadowing Scottish Kite to Princes of Jerusalem.
power of the Deity. Eeference is made to seems now to be more appropriate to Inthe extended wings of the cherubim in the spectors General of the thirty-third degree.
degree of Eoyal Master.
Chili. Freemasonry was introduced
word which is most gen- into Chili, in 1841, by the Grand Orient of
Chesed.
erally corrupted into Hesed.
It is the He- France.
Lodges were subsequently organbrew "IDH) ^id signifies mercy. Hence, ized in 1850 and 1851 by the Grand Lodges
it very appropriately refers to that act of
of Massachusetts and California. On the
kindness and compassion which is com- 20th of April a Grand Lodge was formed,
memorated in the degree of Select Master and a Grand Chapter soon after.
of the American system. It is the fourth
China. Masonry was introduced many
of the Kabbalistic Sephiroth, and is com- years ago into China by the Grand Lodge
Provincial Grand Lodge
of England.
bined in a triad with Beauty and Justice.
Chevalier. Employed by the French exists at Hong-Kong, and several Lodges.
Masons as the equivalent of Knight in the These are mainly supported by the foreign
name of any degree in which the latter population. There are also Chapters and an
word is used by English Masons, as Cheva- Encampment of Knights Templars, under
lier du iSoleil, for the Knight of the Sun, or
the English authority.

A

;

A

;

A

A

A

V

'

n
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Chinese Secret Societies.
China, as in

In

other countries, secret societies have existed, such as the Tien-teewhee, or Association of Heaven and Earth,
and the Tien-lee, or Society of Celestial
Reason.
But the attempt to trace any
all

analogy between them and Freemasonry
These societies have in
is a mistaken one.
general been of a political character, with
revolutionary tendencies, and as such have
been prohibited by the government, sometimes under the penalty of the death or
banishment of their members. Their similarity to Masonry consists only in these
points that they have forms of initiation,
an esoteric instruction, and secret modes ot
;

recognition.

semblance

Beyond these

all further re-

fails.

In the American Rite the
one of the working tools of a

Chisel.
chisel is

Mark

Master, and symbolizes the effects of
education on the human mind. For as the
artist, by the aid of this instrument, gives
form and regularity to the shapeless mass
of stone, so education, by cultivating the
ideas and by polishing the rude thoughts,
transforms the ignorant savage into the
civilized being.

In the English ritual, the chisel is one
of the working tools of the Entered Apprentice, with the same reference to the
advantages of education. Preston (B. II.,
Sect, vi.,) thus elaborates its symbolism as
one of the implements of Masonry "The
chisel demonstrates the advantages of discipline and education. The mind, like the
diamond in its original state, is unpolished;
but as the effects of the chisel on the external coat soon presents to view the latent
beauties of the diamond, so education discovers the latent virtues and draws them
forth to range the large field of matter and
space, in order to display the summit of
:

—

hu man knowledge,
our duty to God and
to man."
But the idea is not original
with Preston. It is found in Hutchinson, who, however, does not claim it as
his own.
It formed, most probably, a portion of the lectures of the period.
In the

French system, the

chisel is placed on the
tracing board of the Fellow Craft as an

implement with which

to

work upon and

polish the Rough Ashlar. It has, therefore, there the same symbolic signification.
ChiTalry. The origin of chivalry is
involved in very great obscurity. Almost
every author who has written on this subject has adopted an hypothesis of his own.
Some derive the institution from the equestrian order of ancient Rome, while others
trace it to the tribes who, under the name
of Northmen, about the ninth century,
invaded the southern parts of Europe.
Warburton ascribes the origin of chivalry

the Arabians; Pinkerton, Mallet, and
Percy, to the Scandinavians. Clavel derives it from the secret societies of the
Persians, which were the remains of the
mysteries of Mithras.
In Christendom, it
gave rise to the orders of knighthood, some
of which have been incorporated into the
Masonic system. See Knighthood.
Christ, Order of. After the overthrow of the Order of Knights Templars
throughout Europe, Dennis I., King of
Portugal, in 1317 solicited of Pope John
XXII. permission to re-establish the Order
of the Temple in his dominions under the
name of the Order of Christ, and to restore
to it the possessions which had been wrested
from the Templars. The pope consented,
approved the statutes which had been submitted to him, and, in 1319, confirmed the
institution, reserving to himself and to his
successors the right of creating knights,
which has given rise to the pontifical
branch of the Order which exists at Rome.
The knights follow the rule of St. Benedict, and conform in all points to the statutes of the Order of the Temple.
The
Grand Mastership is vested in the king of
Portugal, and the Order having been secularized in 1789, the members were divided
into the three classes of six Grand Crosses,
four hundred and fifty Commanders, and
an unlimited number of knights. It was
designated the Most Noble Order, and none
but those nobly descended, of unsullied character, could be admitted.
That the grandfather had been a mechanic was an impediment to the exaltation even of knights of
the third class. The Grand Crosses and Commanders had generally valuable grants and
great privileges the latter were also enjoyed
by the knights, with pensions with reversion to their wives.
to

;

Christianlzation of Freenia*
sonry. The interpretation of the symof Freemasonry from a Christian
point of view is a theory adopted by some
of the most distinguished Masonic writers
of England and this country, but one
which I think does not belong to the ancient system,
Hutchinson, and after him
Oliver,
profoundly philosophical as are
the Masonic speculations of Doth,
have,
I am constrained to believe, fallen into a
great error in calling the Master Mason's
degree a Christian institution. It is true
that it embraces within its scheme the great
truths of Christianity upon the subject of
the immortality of the soul and the resurrection of the body
but this was to be
presumed, because Freemasonry is truth,
and all truth must be identical. But the
origin of each is different their histories
are dissimilar.
The principles of Freemasonry preceded the advent of Chrisbols

—

—

;

;

;

CHURCH

CIPHER

Its symbols and its legends are
derived from the Solomonic Temple and
from the people even anterior to that. Its
religion comes from the ancient priesthood;
its faith was that primitive one of Noah
and his immediate descendants. If Masonry were simply a Christian institution,
the Jew and the Moslem, the Brahman and
the Buddhist, could not conscientiously
partake of its illumination. But its universality is its boast.
In its language citizens of every nation may converse ; at its
altar men of all religions may kneel
to
its creed disciples of every faith may sub-

tianity.

;

scribe.

Yet it cannot be denied that since the
advent of Christianity a Christian element
has been almost imperceptibly infused into
the Masonic system, at least among Christian Masons. This has been a necessity
for it is the tendency of every predominant religion to pervade with its influence
all that surrounds it or is about it, whether
religious, political, or social.
This arises
from a need of the human heart. To the
man deeply imbued with the spirit of his
religion, there is an almost unconscious
desire to accommodate and adapt all the
the
business and the amusements of life,
labors and the employments of his everyday existence, to the in-dwelling faith of

—

—

his soul.

The Christian Mason, therefore, while
acknowledging and appreciating the great
doctrines taught in Masonry, and also while
grateful that these doctrines were preserved
in the bosom of his ancient Order at a time
when they were unknown to the multitudes
of the surrounding nations, is still anxious
to give to them a Christian character; to
invest them, in some measure, with the peculiarities of his own creed, and to bring
the interpretation of their symbolism more
nearly home to his own religious senti-
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An

Architectural College was organized in
London, in the year 1842, under the name
of " Freemasons of the Church for the Recovery, Maintenance, and Furtherance of
the True Principles and Practice of Architecture." The founders announced their objects to be " the rediscovery of the ancient
principles of architecture ; the sanction of
food principles of building, and the conemnation of bad ones ; the exercise of
scientific and experienced judgment in the
choice and use of the most proper materials; the infusion, maintenance, and advancement of science throughout architecture; and eventually, by developing the
powers of the College upon a just and
beneficial footing, to reform the whole practice of architecture, to raise it from its present vituperated condition, and to bring
around it the same unquestioned honor
which is at present enjoyed by almost every
other profession."
Tlie Builder, vol. i.,
p. 23.

One
" the

of their

title

own members has

was not intended

said that

to express

any

conformity with the general body of Freemasons, but rather as indicative of the professed views of the College, namely, the recovery, maintenance, and furtherance of
the free principles and practice of architecture." And that, in addition, they made
it an object of their exertions to preserve
or efiect the restoration of architectural remains of antiquity threatened unnecessarily with demolition or endangered by

But it is evident, from the close
connection of modern Freemasonry with
the building gilds of the Middle Ages, that
any investigations into the condition of
medisBval architecture must throw light on
decay.

Masonic

history.

Cipher Writing.

Cryptography, or

the art of writing in cipher, so as to conceal the meaning of what is written from
all except those who possess the key, may
ments.
The feeling is an instinctive one, belong- be traced to remote antiquity. De la
ing to the noblest aspirations of our human Guilletiere (Lacedcemon) attributes its orinature and hence we find Christian Ma- gin to the Spartans, and Polybius says that
sonic writers indulging in it to an almost more than two thousand years ago jilneas
unwarrantable excess, and, by the extent Tacitus had collected more than twenty
of their sectarian interpretations, materially different kinds of cipher which were then
Kings and generals communicated
affecting the cosmopolitan character of the in use.
their messages to officers in distant provInstitution.
This tendency to Christianization has, in inces, by means of a preconcerted cipher;
some instances, been so universal, and has and the system has always been employed
prevailed for so long a period, that certain wherever there was a desire or a necessity
symbols and myths have been, in this way, to conceal from all but those who were enso deeply and thoroughly imbued with the titled to the knowledge the meaning of a
Christian element as to leave those who written document.
The Druids, who were not permitted by
have not penetrated into the cause of this
peculiarity, in doubt whether they should the rules of their Order to commit any part
attribute to the symbol an ancient or a of their ritual to ordinary writing, preserved the memory of it by the use of the
modern and Christian origin.
Church, Freemasons of the. letters of the Greek alphabet. The Kab;

:

CIPHER

CIPHER
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many words by

balista concealed

them backwards

writing

a method which is still
pursued by the French Masons. The old
alchemists also made use of cipher writing,
in

:

order to conceal those

processes

the

knowledge of which was intended only for
the adepts. Thus Eoger Bacon, who discovered the composition of gunpowder, is
said to have concealed the names of the ingredients under a cipher made by a transposition of the letters.
Cornelius Agrippa tells us, in his Occult
Philosophy, that the ancients accounted it
unlawful to write the mysteries of God
with those characters with which profane
and vulgar things were written ; and he
cites Porphyry as saying that the ancients
desired to conceal God, and divine virtues,
by sensible figures which were visible, yet
signified invisible things, and therefore delivered their great mysteries in sacred
letters,

and explained them by symbolical

representations. Porphyry here, undoubtedly, referred to the invention aad use of

hieroglyphics by the Egyptian priests; but
these hieroglyphic characters were in fact
nothing else but a form of cipher intended
to conceal their instructions from the uninitiated profane.
Peter Aponas, an astrological writer of
the thirteenth century, gives us some of the
old ciphers which were used by the Kabbalists, and among others one alphabet called
" the passing of the river," which is referred to in some of the high degrees of

Masonry.

But we obtain from Agrippa one alphabet in cipher which is of interest to Masons,
and which he says was once in great esteem
among the Kabbalists, but which has now,
he adds, become so common as to be placed
among profane things. He describes this
cipher as follows, (Fhilos. Occult., lib. iii.,
cap. 3.)
The twenty-seven characters (including the finals) of the Hebrew alphabet
were divided into three classes of nine in
each, and these were distributed into nine
squares, made by the intersection of two
horizontal and two vertical lines, forming,
the following figure
3

:

CmCUMAMBULATION

CIRCLE
struct

man

an enigma of the kind, which humay not, by proper appli-

ingenuity

cation, resolve."

Circle. The circle being a figure which
returns into itself, and having therefore
neither beginning nor end, it has been
adopted in the symbology of all countries
and times as a symbol sometimes of the
universe and sometimes of eternity. With
this idea in the Zoroasteric mysteries of
Persia, and frequently in the Celtic mysteries of Druidism, the temple of initiation
was circular. In the obsolete lectures of
the old English system, it was said that
" the circle has ever been considered symbolical of the Deity ; for as a circle appears
to have neither beginning nor end, it may
be justly considered a type of God, without
either beginning of days or ending of years.
It also reminds us of a future state, where
we hope to enjoy everlasting happiness and
But whatever refers especially to
joy."
the Masonic symbolism of the circle will be
more appropriately contained in the article
on the Point within a Circle.

Circular Temples. These were used
in the initiations of the religion of Zoroas-

Like the square temples of Masonry,
and the other mysteries, they were symbolic of the world; and the symbol was
ter.

completed by making the circumference of
the circle a representation of the zodiac.
In the mysteries of Druidism also, the
temples were sometimes circular.

CircumambnIatioii,Biteof.

£/c

is

St^ia ev 6e^ia,from, the right to the right,

* The strophe of the ancient hymn was sung in
going from the east to the west the antistrophe
returning to the east, and the epode while
standing still.
"
"
t After this," says Potter, they stood about
the altar, and the priest, turning towards the
right hand, went round it and sprinkled it with
Antiquities of Greece,
meal and holy water."
B. II., ch. iv., p. 206.
;

m

—

which was the direction of the motion, and
the Romans applied to it the term dextrovorsum, or dextroraum, which signifies the
same thing. Thus, Plautus Ourcul. I., i. 70,)
makes Palinurus, a character in his comedy
of Gurculio, say " If you would do reverence to the gods, you must turn to the
(

:

right hand."

Si deos salutas dextroversum
Gronovius, in commenting on this
passage of Plautus, says " In worshipping
and praying to- the gods, they were accustomed to turn to the right hand."
hymn of Callimachus has been preserved, which is said to have been chanted
by the priests of Apollo at Delos, while
performing this ceremony of circumambulation, the substance of which is "we
imitate the example of the sun, and follow
his benevolent course."
Among the Romans, the ceremony of
circumambulation was always used in the
rites of sacrifice, of expiation or purification.
Thus Virgil {^i., vi. 229,) describes
Chorinseus as purifying his companions at
the funeral of Misenus, by passing three
times around them while aspersing them
with the lustral waters and to do so conveniently, it was necessary that he should
have moved with his right hand towards
them.
censeo.

:

A

;

"

Idem ter socios pura ciroumtulit unda,
Spargens rore levi et ramo felicis olivse."

That

is

Cir-

the name given by sacred
archaeologists to that religious rite in the
ancient initiations which consisted in a
formal procession around the altar, or
other holy and consecrated object. The
same Rite exists in Freemasonry.
In ancient Greece, when the priests were
engaged in the rite of sacrifice, they and
the people always walked three times round
the altar while singing a sacred hymn. In
making this procession, great care was
taken to move in imitation of the course
of the sun. For this purpose, they commenced at the east, and passing on by the
way of the south to the west and thence by
the north, they arrived at the east again.*
By this means, as it will be observed, the
right hand was always placed to the altar.f
This ceremony the Greeks called moving

cumambulation
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Thrice with pure water compass'd he the crew.
Sprinkling, with ohve branch, the gentle dew.

In fact, so common was it to unite the
ceremony of circumambulation with that
of expiation or purification, or, in other
words, to make a circuitous procession in
performing the latter rite, that the term
lustrare, whose primitive meaning is "to
puriiy," came at last to be synonymous
with drcuire, to walk round anything, and
hence a purification and a circumambulation were often expressed by the same
word.
Among the Hindus, the same rite of circumambulation has always been practised.
As an instance, we may cite the ceremonies
which are to be performed by a Brahman,
upon first rising from bed in the morning,
an accurate account of which has been
given by Mr. Colebrooke in the sixth volume of the Asiatic Researches. The priest
having first adored the sun, while directing
his face to the east, then walks towards the
west by the way of the south, saying, at
the same time, " I follow the course of the
sun," which he thus explains: "As the
sun in his course moves round the world
by way of the south, so do I follow that
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CIVILIZATION

CIRCUMSPECTION

Those who investigate in the proper spirit
the history of Speculative Masonry, will
be strongly impressed with the peculiar
relations that exist between the history of
Masonry and that of civilization. They
will find these facts to be patent: that
Freemasonry has ever been the result of
civilization that in the most ancient times
the spirit of Masonry and the spirit of
civilization have always gone together;
that the progress of both has been with
equal strides; that where there has been
no appearance of civilization there has
learn iiom Toland (Celt. Bel. and Learn., been no trace of Masonry; and, finally,
II., xvii.,) that in the Scottish IsleSj once a that wherever Masonry has existed in any
principal seat of the Druidical religion, the of its forms, there it has been surrounded
people " never come to the ancient sacrific- and sustained by civilization, which social
ing and fire-hallowing cairns, but they walk condition it in turn elevated and purified.
Speculative Masonry, therefore, seems
three times around them, from east to west,
according to the course of the sun." This to have been a necessary result of civilizaIt is, even in its primitive and most
sanctified tour, or round by the south, he tion.
observes, is called Deaseal, as the contrary, simple forms, to be found among no baror unhallowed one by the north, is called barous or savage people. Such a state of
Taapholl. And, he further remarks, that society has never been capable of introthis word Deaseal was derived " from Deas, ducing or maintaining its abstract princithe right (understanding hand) and soil, ples of Divine truth.
But while Speculative Masonry is the
one of the ancient names of the sun ; the
right hand in this round being ever next result of civilization, existing only in its
bosom and never found among barbarous
the heap."
This Rite of circumambulation undoubt- or savage races, it has, by a reactionary
edly refers to the doctrine of sun-worship, law of sociology, proved the means of exbecause the circumambulation was always tending and elevating the civilization to
made around the sacred place, just as the which it originally owed its birth. Civilsun was supposed to move around the ization has always been progressive. That
earth; and although the dogma of sun- of Pelasgic Greece was far behind that
worship does not of course exist in I'ree- which distinguished the Hellenic period
masonry, we find an allusion to it in the of the same country. The civilization of
Rite of circumambulation, which it pre- the ancient world was inferior to that of
serves, as well as in the position of the the modern, and every century shows an
officers of a Lodge and in the symbol of a advancement in the moral, intellectual, and
social condition of mankind.
point within a circle.
But in this
Circumspection. A necessary watch- progress from imperfection to perfection
fulness is recommended to every man, but the influence of those speculative systems
in a Mason it becomes a positive duty, and that are identical with Freemasonry has
the neglect of it constitutes a heinous always been seen and felt. Let us, for an
crime. On this subject, the Old Charges example, look at the ancient heathen world
of 1722 (vi. 4,) are explicit. "You shall and its impure religions. While the people
be cautious in your words and carriage, of Paganism bowed, in their ignorance, to
that the most penetrating stranger shall a many-headed god, or, rather, worshipped
not be able to discover or find out what is at the shrines of many gods, whose mytnonot proper to be imitated ; and sometimes logical history and character must have
you shall divert a discourse and manage it exercised a pernicious effect on the moral
prudently for the honor of the Worshipful purity of their worshippers. Speculative
Fraternity."
Philosophy, in the form of the "Ancient
City of DaTid. A section in the Mysteries," was exercising its influence
southern part of Jerusalem, embracing upon a large class of neophytes and disciMount Zion, where a fortress of the Jebu- plea, by giving this true symbolic interpresitea stood, which David reduced, and where tation of the old religious myths.
In the
he built a new palace and city, to which he adyta of their temples in Greece and Rome
gave his own name.
and Egypt, in the sacred caves of India,
City of the Great King. Jerusa- and in the consecrated groves of Scandinalem, so called in Psalm xlviii. 2, and by via and Gaul and Britain, these ancient
the Saviour in Matt. v. 35.
sages were secretly divesting the pagan faith
Civilization and Freemasonry. of its polytheism and of its anthropomorluminary, to obtain the benefit arising from
a journey round the earth by the way of
the south."
Lastly, we may refer to the preservation
of this Eite among the Druids, whose
" mystical dance " around the cairn, or
sacred stones, was nothing more nor less
than the Rite of circumambulation. On
these occasions, the priest always made
three circuits from east to west, by the
right hand, around the altar or cairn, accompanied by all the worshippers. And so
sacred was the rite once considered, that we

;

,

CLAY

CLANDESTINE
phic deities, and were establishing a pure
monotheism in its place, and illustrating,
by a peculiar symbolism, the great dogmas
since taught in Freemasonry
of the
unity of God and the immortality of the
soul. And in modern times, when the religious thought of mankind, under a better

—

—

dispensation, has not required this purification. Masonry still, in other ways, exerts
its influence in elevating the tone of civilization ; for through its working the social
feelings have been strengthened, the amenities and charities of life been refined and
extended, and, as we have had recent reason to know and see, the very bitterness of
strife and the blood-guiltiness of war have
been softened and oftentimes obliterated.
then arrive at these conclusions,
namely, that Speculative Masonry is a
result of civilization, for it exists in no
savage or barbarous state of society, but
has always appeared with the advent in
any country of a condition of civilization,
" grown with its growth and strengthened
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intelligence in

Masonry, and made several

improvements

in the ritual.

He

translated
into English a work which had been published the preceding year, in Dublin, under
the title of Relation Apologique et Historique
de la Societe des Franc-Magons. In 1735, he
delivered an address before the Grand
Lodge, which was translated into French
and German. Clare's lectures were a great

improvement on those which preceded
them, and continued to be a standard of
English ritualism until superseded in or
about 1770 by the still better system of
Dunckerley.

Classification of Masons. Oliver
says, in his Landmarks and in his Dictionary, that ancient Masonic tradition in-

We

forms us that the speculative and operative
Masons who were assembled at the building of the Temple were arranged in nine
classes, under their respective Grand Masters
viz., 30,000 Entered Apprentices, under their Grand Master Adoniram 80,000
Fellow Crafts, under Hiram Abif; 2000
with its strength ; " and, in return, has Mark Men, under Stolkyn; 1000 Master
proVed, by a reactionary influence, a potent Masons, under Mohabin; 600 Mark Masinstrument in extending, elevating, and ters, under Ghiblim ; 24 Architects, under
refining the civilization which gave it Joabert 12 Grand Architects, under Adoni45 Excellent Masons, under Hiram
birth, by advancing its moral, intellectual, ram
Abif; 9 Super- Excellent Masons, under
and religious character.
Clandestine. The ordinary meaning Tito Zadok besides the Ish Sabbal, or laof this word is secret, hidden. The French borers. The tradition is, however, rather
word clandestin, from which it is derived, is apocryphal.
Clay Oronnd. In the clay ground
defined by Boiste to be something " fait en
cachette et contre les lois," done in a hiding- between Succoth and Zeredatha, Hiram
place and against the laws, which better Abif cast all the sacred vessels of the Temsuits the Masonic signification, which is ple, as well as the pillars of the porch.
This spot was about thirty-five miles in a
illegal, not authorized.
Clandestine Iiodge. A body of north-east direction from Jerusalem; and it
Masons uniting in a Lodge without the is supposed that Hiram selected it for his
consent of a Grand Lodge, or, although foundry, because the clay which abounded
originally legally constituted, continuing there was, by its great tenacity, peculiarly
The Masonic
to work after its charter has been revoked, fitted for making moulds.
Neither tradition on this subject is sustained by the
is styled a " Clandestine Lodge."
Anderson nor Entick employ the word. It authority of Scripture. See 1 Kings vii. 46,
was first used in the Book of Constitutions and 2 Chron. iv. 17. Morris, in his Freemain a note by Noorthouck, on page 239 of sonry in the Holy Land, gives the following
;

;

;

;

;

his edition.

Clandestine Mason.

One made

in or affiliated: with a clandestine Lodge.
With clandestine Lodges or Masons, regular Masons are forbidden to associate or
converse on Masonic subjects.

A

celebrated Mason
Clare, Martin.
of England in the last century. He was a
man of some distinction in literary circles,
for he was a Fellow of the Eoyal Society.
In 1732 he was appointed by the Grand
Lodge to revise the system of lectures,
which at this time was the one that had

been prepared by Anderson and Desaguliers.
In 1735 he was appointed Junior

interesting facts in reference to this locality.
"
singular fact came to light under the
investigations of my assistant at Jerusalem. He discovered that the jewellers of
that city, at the present day, use a particular species of brown, arenaceous clay in
making moulds for casting small pieces in
Inquiring whence this clay
brass, etc.

A

comes, they reply,

'

From

SeiJcoot,

about

two days' journey north-east of Jerusalem.'
Here, then, is a satisfactory reply to the
question. Where was the 'clay ground'
of Hiram's foundries ? It is the best matrix-clay existing within reach of Hiram
Abif, and it is found only in 'the clay

Grand Warden, and in 1741, Deputy Grand ground between Succoth and Zeredatha;'
Master. He was distinguished for zeal and and considerable as was the distance, and

;

CLEAN

CLERKS

extremely inconvenient as was the locality,
important did that master-workman
deem it, to secure a sharp and perfect
mould for his castings, that, as the Biblical
record informs us, he established his furnaces there."
Clean Hands. Clean hands are a
symbol of purity. The psalmist says, " that
he only shall ascend into the hill of the
Lord, or shall stand in his holy place, who
hath clean hands and a pure heart."
Hence, the washing of the hands is an outward sign of an internal purification and
the psalmist says in another place, " I will

sonic Baptism" is nothing else but the
symbolizing, by a ceremony, this doctrine
of clean hands as the sign of a pure heart.
CleaTe. The word to cleave is twice
used in Masonry, and each time in an opposite sense. First, in the sense of adhering,
where the sentence in which it is employed
is in the Past Master's degree, and is taken
from the 37th Psalm " Let my tongue cleave
;
to the roof of my mouth " second, in the
Master's degree, where, in the expression, "The flesh cleaves from the bone,"
it has the intransitive meaning of to separate, and is equivalent to " the flesh parts,
or separates, itself from the bone." In this
latter use the word is obsolete, and used
only technically as a Masonic term.
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so

;

:

wash my hands in innocence. And I will
encompass thine altar, Jehovah." In the
Ancient Mysteries the washing of the
hands was always an introductory ceremony
Clefts of tbe Rocks. The whole
to the initiation and, of course, it was used of Palestine is very mountainous, and these
symbolically to indicate the necessity of mountains abound in deep clefts or caves,
purity from crime as a qualification of those which were anciently places of refuge to
who sought admission into the sacred rites the inhabitants in time of war, and were
and hence, on a temple in the Island of often used as lurking places for robbers. It
Crete, this inscription was placed: " Cleanse is, therefore, strictly in accordance with
your feet, wash your hands, and then en- geographical truth that the statement, in
ter."
Indeed, the washing of hands, as relation to the concealment of certain persymbolic of purity, was among the ancients sons in the clefts of the rocks, is made in
a peculiarly religious rite. No one dared the third degree. See the latter part of the
to pray to the gods until he had cleansed article Caverns.
his hands.
Thus, Homer makes Hector
Clement XII. A pope who assumed
say:
the pontificate on the 12th of August, 1730,
and died on the 6th of February, 1740.
*'
XtP(Ti i' aviTTTOiffiv Att \etj3Eiv aiQtma otmv
On the 28th of April, 1738, he published
Afu,iai."
Iliad, vi. 266.
his celebrated bull of excommunication,
;

" I dread with unwashed hands to bring
My incensed wine to Jove an offering."

In a similar spirit of religion, ^neas,
leaving burning Troy, refuses to en-

when

Temple of Ceres until his hands,
polluted by recent strife, had been washed
in the living stream.
ter the

" Me bello e tanto digressum et coede recenti,
Attractare nefas, donee me fiuniiue vivo
Abluero."

{JEn.,

ii.

718.)

" In me, now fresh from war and recent strife,
'T is impious the sacred things to touch,
TiU in the living stream myself I bathe."

The same practice prevailed among the
Jews, and a striking instance of the symbolism is exhibited in that well-known action of Pilate, who, when the Jews clamored for Jesus that they might crucify him,
appeared before the people, and, having
taken water, washed his hands, saying at
the same time, "I am innocent of the
blood of this just man, see ye to it."
The white gloves worn by Masons as a
part of their clothing, alluded to this symbolizing of clean hands ; and what in some
of the high degrees has been called " Ma-

entitled in Eminenti Apostolaius Specula, ia
which we find these words, "For which
reason the temporal and spiritual communities are enjoined, in the name of holy
obedience, neither to enter the society of
Freemasons, to disseminate its principles,
to defend it, nor to admit nor conceal it
within their houses or palaces, or else-

where, under pain

of excommunication

ipso facto, for all acting in contradiction to

and from which the pope only can
absolve the dying." Clement was a bitter
persecutor of the Masonic Order, and hence
he caused his Secretary of State, the Cardinal Firrao, to issue on the 14th of January, 1739, a still more stringent edict for
the Papal States, in which death and confiscation of property, without hope of
mercy, was the penalty, or, as the original
has it, " sotto Pena della morte, e confascazione de beni da incorressi, irremissibilraente senz a speranza di grazia."
this,

Clerks of Strict Observance.
Known also as the Spiritual Branch of
the Templars, or Clerici Ordinis Templarii.
This was a schism from the Order or Eite
of Strict Observance, and was founded
by Starck in 1767. The members of this
Eite established it as a rival of the latter
system. They claimed a pre-eminence not

CLERMONT

CLOSING

only over the Eite of Strict Observance, but
also over all the Lodges of ordinary Masonry, and asserted that they alone possessed the true secrets of the Order, and
knew the place where the treasures of the
Templars were deposited. For a further
history of this Eite, see the word Starck.
The Eite consisted of seven degrees, viz.,
4. Junior
1 2, and 3. Symbolic Masonry.
Scottish Mason, or Jungschotte. 5. Scottish Master, or Knight of St. Andrew.
6. Provincial Capitular of the Eed Cross.
7. Magus, or Knight of Purity and Light.
This last was subdivided into five sections,
as follows I. Knight Novice of the third
year.
II. Knight Novice of the fifth year.
III. Knight Novice of the seventh year.
IV. Levite, and V. Priest. Eagon errs
in calling this the Eite of Lax Observance.
Clermont, Chapter of. On the
24th of November, 1754, the Chevalier de
Bonneville established in Paris a Chapter
of the high degrees under this name, which
was derived from the Jesuitical Chapter of
Clermont. This society was composed of
many distinguished persons of the court
and city, who, disgusted with the dissensions of the Parisian Lodges, determined
to separate from them. They adopted the
Templar system, which had been created at
Lyons, in 1743, after the reform of Eamsay,
and their Eite consisted at first of but six
degrees, viz., 1, 2, 3. St. John's Masonry.
4. Knight of the Eagle.
6. Illustrious
Knight or Templar. 6. Sublime Illustrious
Knight.
But soon after the number of
these degrees was greatly extended. The
Baron de Hund received the high degrees
in this Chapter, and derived from them the
idea of the Eite of Strict Observance, which
he subsequently established in Germany.
Clermont, College of. A college
of Jesuits in Paris, where James II., after
his flight from England, in 1688, resided
until his removal to St. Germains. During

the Lodges, and new disorders arose. He
however, retained the Grand Mastership, and died in 1771, being succeeded by
his nephew, the Duke of Chartres.
Clinton,
Witt.
distinguished
statesman, who was born at Little Britain,
New York, March 2, 1769, and died on
the 11th February, 1828. He entered the
Masonic Order in 1793, and the next year
was elected Master of his Lodge. In 1806,
he was elevated to the position of Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of New York, and
in 1814, to that of Grand Master of the Grand
Encampment.
In 1816, he was elected
General Grand High Priest of the General
Grand Chapter of the United States. In
1813, he became unwittingly complicated
with the Spurious Consistory, established
by Joseph Cerneau in the city of New
York, but he took no active part in its proceedings, and soon withdrew from all connection with it. When the anti-Masonic
excitement arose in this country in 1826, in
consequence of theaffair of William Morgan,
whom the Masons were accused of having
put to death, Mr. Clinton was Governor of
the State of New York, and took all the necessary measures for the arrest of the supposed criminals. But, although he offered a

,

:

his

residence there, he

is

said to have

sought the establishment of a system of
Freemasonry, the object of which should
be the restoration of the House of Stuart to
the throne of England. Eelics of this attempted system are still to be found in
many of the high degrees, and the Chapter
of Clermont, subsequently organized in
Paris, appears to have had some reference
to

still,

De

Clermont, Count of. Louis of
Bourbon, prince of the blood and Count
of Clermont, was elected by sixteen of the
Paris Lodges perpetual Grand Master, for
the purpose of correcting the numerous
abuses which had crept into French Masonry. He did not, however, fulfil the expectations of the French Masons for the
next year he abandoned the supervision of
;

W

A

reward for their detection, he was
charged by the anti-Masons with official
neglect and indifference, charges which
were undoubtedly false and malicious,
liberal

Spenser, the special attorney of the State,
employed for the prosecution of the
offenders, went so far as to resign his office,
and to assign, as a reason for his resignation,
the want of sympathy and support on the
part of the Executive. But all of the accusations and insinuations are properly to
be attributed to political excitement, anti-

Masonry having been adopted soon after
origin by the politicians as an engine
for their advancement to office.
Clinton
was an honorable man and a true patriot.
He was also an ardent and devoted Mason.

its

The duty of closing the
as imperative, and the ceremony
as solemn, as that of opening nor should it
ever be omitted through negligence, nor
hurried over with haste, but everything
should be performed with order and precision, so that no brother shall go away
Closing.

Lodge

is

;

dissatisfied.

From

constitution, a

it.
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the very nature of our

Lodge cannot properly be
must be closed either in due

adjourned. It
form, or the brethren called off to refreshment. But an adjournment on motion, as
in other societies, is unknown to the Order.
The Master can alone dismiss the brethren,
and that dismission must take place after
a settled usage. In Grand Lodges which
meet for several days successively, the session is generally continued from day to

;

CLOTHED

COCK

day, by calling to refreshment at the termination of each day's sitting.
Mason is said to be
Clotbed.
properly clothed when he wears white
leather gloves, a white apron, and the jewel
of his Masonic rank. The gloves are now
often, but improperly, dispensed with, ex" No Mason is
cept on public occasions.
permitted to enter a Lodge or join in its
labors unless he is properly clothed."
Lenning, speaking of Continental Masonry,
under the article Kleidung in his Lexicon,
says, that the clothing of a Freemason conIn
sists of apron, gloves, sword, and hat.
the York and American Rites, the sword
and hat are used only in the degrees of
chivalry. In the earliest code of lectures
arranged by Anderson and Desaguliers, at
the revival in 1717, the symbolical clothing
of a Master Mason was said to be " skull-

had its club, and " whatever might be
a man's character or disposition," says
Oliver, " he would find in London a club
that would square with his ideas." Addison, in his paper on the origin of clubs
{Spectator No. 9), remarks: "Man is said
to be a social animal, and as an instance of
it we may observe that we take all occasions and pretences of forming ourselves
into those little nocturnal assemblies which
are commonly known by the name of clubs.
When a set of men find themselves agree
in any particular, though uever so trivial,
they establish themselves into a kind of
fraternity and meet once or twice a week,
upon the account of such a fantastic resemblance." Hard drinking was characteristic
of those times, and excesses too often
marked the meetings of these societies. It
was at this time that the institution of

cap and jacket yellow, and nether garments
blue," in allusion to the brass top and steel
legs of a pair of compasses.
After the
middle of the century, he was said to be
" clothed in the old colors, viz., purple,

Freemasonry underwent
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;

crimson, and blue " and the reason assigned
for it was, " because they are royal, and
such as the ancient kings and princes used
to wear."
The actual dress of a Master
Mason was, however, a full suit of black,
with white neckcloth, apron, gloves, and
stockings the buckles being of silver, and
the jewels being suspended from a white
ribbon by way of collar. For the clothing
and decorations of the different degrees,
see Regalia.
Clotliing: tlie liOdge. In the " General Regulations," approved by the Grand
Lodge of England in 1721, it is provided
in article seven that " Every new Brother
at his making is decently to chath the
Lodge, that is, all the Brethren present
and to deposit something for the relief of
indigent and decayed Brethren." By "clothing the Lodge" was meant furnishing the
Brethren with gloves and aprons.
The
regulation no longer exists. It is strange
that Oliver should have quoted as the authority for this usage a subsequent regulation of 1767.
;

Clouded Canopy.

See

Canopy,

Clouded.

Cloud, Pillar
and

of.

See Pillar of Fire

Cloud.

Cloudy. A word

sometimes improperby the Wardens of a Lodge when
reporting an unfavorable result of the ballot.
ly used

The proper word is foul.
Clubs. The eighteenth century was
distinguished in England by the existence
of numerous local and ephemeral associations under the name of clubs, where men
of different classes of society met for amusement and recreation. Each profession and

trade

its revival comas the revival of 1717, and
it is not strange that its social character
was somewhat affected by the customs of
the day. The Lodges therefore assumed
at that time too much of a convivial character, derived from the customs of the existing clubs and coteries; but the moral and
religious principles upon which the Institution was founded prevented any undue

monly known

indulgence; and although the members
were permitted the enjoyment of decent refreshment, there was a standing law which
provided against all excess.
Coat of the Tiler. In olden times
it was deemed proper that the Tiler of a
Lodge, like the beadle of a parish,
whose
functions were in some respects similar,
should be distinguished by a tawdry dress.
In a schedule of the regalia, records, etc.,
of the Grand Lodge of all England, taken

—

—

York in 1779, to be found in Hughan's
Masonic Sketches and Reprints, (p. 33,) we
find the following item: "a blue cloth
coat with a red collar for the Tyler."
Cochleus. A very corrupt word in
the fourth degree of the Scottish Rite; there
said to signify in the form of a screw, and to
be the name of the winding staircase which
led to the middle chamber. The true Latia
word is cochlea. But the matter is so historically absurd that the word ought to be
and is rejected in the modern rituals.
Cock.. The ancients made the cock a
symbol of courage, and consecrated him to
Mars, Pallas, and Bellona, deities of war.
Some have supposed that it is in reference
to this quality that the cock is used in the
jewel of the Captain-General of an Encampment of Knights Templars.
Reghellini, however, gives a different
explanation of this symbol. He says that
the cock was the emblem of the sun and
at

of

life,

and that

as the ancient Christians

;

COCKADE

COLLAR

allegorically deplored tlie death of the solar
orb in Christ, the cock recalled its life and
resurrection.
The cock, we know, was a
symbol among the early Christians, and is
repeatedly to be found on the tombs in the
catacombs of Rome. Hence I am induced
to believe that we should give a Christian
interpretation to the jewel of a Knight
Templar as symbolic of the resurrection.

London, in 1728, and again in 1731, the
Old Constitutions, engraved on thirty copper plates, under the title of J. Book of the
Ancient Constitutions of the Free and Acc^ied Masons. In 1761, Cole printed a
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third edition, with the title of "The Ancient Constitutions and Charges of Freemasons, with a true representation of their
noble Art in several Lectures or Speeches."
Subsequent editions were published up to
1794. Brother Richard Spencer, the wellknown Masonic bibliographer, says that

Cockade. Some few of the German
Lodges have a custom of permitting their
members to wear a blue cockade in the hat
as a symbol of equality and freedom
a Cole engraved his plates from a MS. which
symbolism which, as Lenning says, it is he calls the " Constitutions of 1726," or
difficult to understand, and the decoration from a similar MS. by the same scribe.
is inappropriate as a part of the clothing
Brother Hughan published in 1869, in a
of a Mason. Yet it is probable that it was limited edition of seventy copies, a lithoa conception of this kind that induced Cag- graph fac-simile of the 1729 edition of
liostro to prescribe the cockade as a part of Cole.
the investiture of a female candidate in the
Cole, Samuel. He was at one time

—

initiation of his Lodges.

Clavel says the

Venerable or Master of a French Lodge
wears a black cockade.
Cockle Shell. The cockle shell was
worn by pilgrims in their hats as a token
of their profession now used in the ceremonies of Templarism. See Scollop Shell.
;

An

assembly. It is
Coetas. Latin.
incorrectly used in some old Latin Masonic
diplomas for a Lodge. It is used by Laurence Dermott in a diploma dated Sept.
10, 1764, where he signs himself "Sec.
M. Ccetus," or Secretary of the Grand

the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of Maryland, and the author of a work entitled The Freemason's Library, or General
Ahiman Rezon, the first edition of which
appeared in 1817, and the second in 1826.
It is something more than a mere monitor
or manual of the degrees, and greatly excels in literary pretensions the contemporary works of Webb and Cross.

Cole's Mannscript.
which Cole

is

The MS. from

supposed to have made his

engraved Constitutions. It is in the possession of Bro. Richard Spencer, who pubBook
lished it 1871, under the title of
of the Ancient Constitutions of the Free
and Accepted Masons. Anno Dom., 1726.
The sub-title is "The Beginning and First

A

Lodge.

Coffin.

In the Ancient Mysteries the

aspirant could not claim a participation
in the highest secrets until he had been
placed in the Pastos, bed or coffin. The
placing him in the coffin was called the
symbolical death of the mysteries, and his
deliverance was termed a raising from the
dead. Hence arose a peculiarity in the
Greek verb teleutao, which, in the active
voice, signified " I die," and in the middle

Foundation of the Most Worthy Craft of
Masonry, with the charges thereunto belonging." In 1739, a tract was published
by Mrs. Dodd with this latter title, to
which is added, " By a deceased Brother,
Spencer,
for the benefit of his widow."
who has a copy of it, thinks that it is the
voice, "I am initiated."
"The mind," same as the MS. of 1726, from which Cole
says an ancient writer, quoted by Stobseus, took his engraved work.
"is affected in death just as it is in the
Collar. An ornament worn around
initiation into the mysteries.
And word the neck by the officers of Lodges, to which
answers to word, as well as thing to thing
is suspended a jewel indicative of the
The color of the collar
for re^evrav is to die, and reTi^ujBai, to be ini- wearer's rank.
The coffin in Masonry is found on varies in the different grades of Masonry.
tiated."
tracing boards of the early part of the last That of a symbolic Lodge is blue; of a
century, and has always constituted a part Past Master, purple of a Royal Arch Maof the symbolism of the third degree, where son, scarlet of a Secret Master, white bor;

;

the reference is precisely the same as that
of the Pastos in the Ancient Mysteries.

Cohen.

|n3.

A Hebrew word signify-

of a Perfect Master,
green, etc. These colors are not arbitrary,
but are each accompanied with a symbolic

dered with black;

ing a priest. The French Masonic writers,
indulging in a Gallic custom of misspelling
all names derived from other languages,

signification.

universally spell

perly, purple

it coen.

Cohens, Elected.

See Pascalis, Mar-

tin.

Cole,

Benjamin. He

published at

In the United States, the collar worn by

Grand

officers

in the

Grand Lodge

is,

pro-

edged with gold. In the Grand
Lodge of England, the Grand officers wear
chains of gold or metal gilt instead of collars, but on other occasions, collars of rib-

;

COLLEGES

COLOGNE

bon, garter blue, four inches broad, embroidered or plain.
The use of the collar in Masonry, as an
official decoration, is of very old date.
It
is a regulation that its form should be triangular; that is, that it should terminate
on the breast in a point. The symbolical

true Masonic spirit of charity, wliich is the
bond of peace."
Collegia Artificnm. Colleges of
Artificers. See Roman Colkges of Artificers.
Collegium. In Eoman jurisprudence,
a collegium, or college, expressed the idea
of several persons united together in any
It reoffice or for any common purpose.
quired not less than three to constitute a
college, according to the law maxim, "Tres
faciunt collegium," and hence, perhaps, the
Masonic rule that not fewer than three
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reference is evident. The Masonic collar
is derived from the practices of heraldry
collars are worn not only by municipal
officers and officers of State, but also by
knights of the different orders as a part of
their investiture.
Colleges, Masonic. There was at
one time a great disposition exhibited by
the Fraternity of the United States to
establish colleges, to be placed under the
supervision of Grand Lodges. The first
one ever endowed in this country was that
at Lexington, in Missouri, established by
the Grand Lodge of that State, in October,
1841, which for some time pursued a pros-

perous career. Other Grand Lodges, such
as those of Kentucky, Mississippi, Arkansas, North Carolina, Florida, and a few
others, subsequently either actually organized or took the preliminary steps for organizing Masonic colleges in their respective jurisdictions.
But experience has
shown that there is an incongruity between
the official labors of a Grand Lodge as the
Masonic head of the Order, and the superintendence and support of a college.
Hence, these institutions have been very
generally discontinued, and the care of providing for the education of indigent children of the Craft has been wisely committed to the subordinate Lodges.
The late Thomas Brown, the distinguished
Grand Master of Florida, thus
the following correct views on this subject.
" We question if the endowment of
colleges and large seminaries of learning,
under the auspices and patronage of Masonic bodies, be the wisest plan for the accomplishment of the great design, or is in
accordance with the character and principles of the Fraternity. Such institutions
savor more of pageantry than utility; and
as large funds, amassed for such purposes,
must of necessity be placed under the control and management of comparatively few,
it will have a corrupting influence, promote
discord, and bring reproach upon the Craft.
The principles of Masonry do not sympathize
with speculations in stock and exchange
brokerage. Such, we fear, will be the evils
attendant on such institutions, to say nothing of the questionable right and policy of
drawing funds from the subordinate Lodges,
which could be appropriated by their proper officers more judiciously, economically,
and faithfully to the accomplishment of
the same great and desirable object in the

Master Masons can form a Lodge.
Cologne, Catbedral of. The city
of Cologne, on the banks of the Rhine, is
memorable in the history of Freemasonry
for the connection of its celebrated Cathedral with the labors of the Steinmetzen of
Germany in the Middle Ages, whence it became the seat of one of the most important
Lodges of that period. It has been asserted
that Albertus Magnus designed the plan,
and that he there also altered the Constitution of the Fraternity, and gave it a new
code of laws. It is at least clear that in
this Cathedral the symbolic principles of
Gothic architecture, the distinguishing style
of the Travelling Freemasons, were carried
out in deeper significance than in any other
building of the time. Whether the document known as the Charter of Cologne be
authentic or not, the fact that it is claimed
to have emanated from the Lodge of that
place, gives to the Cathedral an importance
in the views of the Masonic student.
The Cathedral of Cologne is one of the
most beautiful religious edifices in the
world, and the vastest construction of
Gothic architecture. The primitive Cathedral, which was consecrated in 873, was
burned in 1248. The present one was commenced in 1249, and the work upon it continued until 1509. But during that long
period the labors were often interrupted by
the sanguinary contests which raged between the city and its archbishops, so that
only the choir and the chapels which surrounded it were finished. In the eighteenth
century it suffered much from the ignorance
of its own canons, who subjected it to unworthy mutilations, and during the French
revolution it was used as a military dep8t.

In 1 820, this edifice, ravaged by men and mutilated

by time, began to excite serious anxi-

eties for the solidity

of its finished portions.
debris of the venerable pile were even
about to be overthrown, when archseologic
zeal and religious devotion came to the
rescue. Societies were formed for its restoration by the aid of permanent subscriptions, which were liberally supplied; and it
was resolved to finish the gigantic structure according to the original plans which

The

had been conceived by Gerhard de Saint

:

"

COLOGNE

COLOGNE

Trond, the ancient master of the works.
The works were renewed under the direction of M. Zwiner. The building is not
yet completed ; but even in its unfinished
condition is, says Mr. Seddon (Bamb. on
the JRhine, p. 16), "without question, one
of the most stupendous structures ever con-,

There is another version of the history
which states that these documents had long

ceived."

Cologne, Charter

of.

This

is

an

interesting Masonic document, originally
written in Latin, and purporting to have
been issued in 1535. Its history, as given
by those who first offered it to the public,
and who claim that it is authentic, is as
follows. From the year 1519 to 1601, there
existed in the city of Amsterdam, in Holland, a Lodge whose name was Het Vredendall, or The Valley of Peace.
In the latter
year, circumstances caused the Lodge to be
closed, but in 1637 it was revived, by four

of its surviving members, under the name
of Frederick's Vredendall, or Frederick's
Valley of Peace. In this Lodge, at the time
of its restoration, there was found a chest,
bound with brass and secured by three
locks and three seals, which, according to
a protocol published on the 29th of January, 1637, contained the following docu-

ments

:

The original warrant of constitution
of the Lodge Het Vredendall, written in
1.

A

the English language. 2.
roll of all the
members of the Lodge from 1519 to 1601.
3. The original charter given to the brotherhood at the city of Cologne, and which is

now known among Masonic

historians as

the Charter of Cologne.
It is not

known how long

these docu-

ments remained in possession of the Lodge
at Amsterdam. But they were subsequently
remitted to the charge of Bro. James Van
Vasner, Lord of Opdem, whose signature
is appended to the last attestation of the
Hague register, under the date of the 2d
of February, 1638. After his death, they
remained among the papers of his family
until 1790, when M.
alpenaer, one of his
descendants, presented them to Brother
Van Boetzelaer, who was then the Grand
Master of the Lodges of Holland. Subsequently they fell into the hands of some
person whose name is unknown, but who, in
1816, delivered them to Prince Frederick.
There is a story that the prince received
these documents accompanied by a letter,
written in a female hand, and signed " C,

W

child of V. J."
states that she

In

this letter the writer

been in the possession of the family of Wassenaer Van Opdera, by a member of which
they were presented to Van Boetzelaer,
who subsequently gave them to Van Jeylinger, with strict injunctions to preserve
them until the restitution of the Orange
regency. The originals are now, or were
very lately, deposited in the archives of a
Lodge at Namur, on the Meuse ; but copies
of the charter were given to the Fraternity
under the following circumstances
In the year 1819, Prince Frederick of
Nassau, who was then the Grand Master of
the National Grand Lodge of Holland, contemplating a reformation in Masonry, addressed a circular on this subject to all the
Lodges under his jurisdiction, for the purpose of enlisting them in behalf of his project, and accompanied this circular with
copies of the charter, which he had caused
to be taken in facsimile, and also of the
register of the Amsterdam Lodge, Valley
of Peace, to which I have already referred
as contained in the brass-mounted chest.

A transcript

of the charter in the original
Latin, with all its errors, was published,
The
in 181 8, in the Annates Magonniques.
document was also presented to the public
in a German version, in 1819, by Dr. Fred.
Heldmann ; but his translation has been
proved, by Lenning and others, to be exceedingly incorrect. In 1821, Dr. Krause
published it in his celebrated work entitled,
The Three Oldest Masonic Documents. It
has been frequently published since in a
German translation, in whole or in part, but
is accessible to the English reader only in
Burnes' Sketch of the History of the Knights
Templars: London, 1840, in D. Murray
Lyons' translation of Findel's History of
Freemasonry, and in the American Quarterly
Bemew of Freemasonry, where it was published with copious notes by the author
of the present work. P. J. Schouten, a
Dutch writer on the history of Freemasonry, who had undoubtedly seen the original document, describes it as being written
on parchment in Masonic cipher, in the
Latin language, the characters uninjured
by time, and the subscription of the names
not in cipher, but in the ordinary cursive
character. The Latin is that of the Middle
Ages, and is distinguished by many incorrectly spelled words, and frequent grammatical solecisms. Thus, we find "bagistri
for "magistri," "trigesimo" for "tricesimo,'' "ad nostris ordinem" for "ad nos-

had found the documents
among the papers of her father, who had
received them from Mr. Van Boetzelaer. trum ordinem,"
It is suspected that the authoress of the
letter was the daughter of Brother Van

Jeylinger, who was the successor of Van
Boetzelaer as Grand Master of Holland.
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Of

etc.

the authenticity of this document, it
is but fair to say that there are well-founded
doubts among many Masonic writers. The
learned antiquaries of the University of

;

COLOGNE

COLUMBIA

Leyden have testified that the paper on
which the register of the Lodge at the
Hague is written, is of the same kind that
was used in Holland at the commencement
of the seventeenth century, which purports
to he its date, and that the characters in
which it is composed are of the same period.
This register, it will he remembered, refers
to the charter of Cologne as existing at

Institution, known as the Charter of CoWhether this Congress was ever
logne.
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that time; so that if the learned men of
Leyden have not been deceived, the
fraud
supposing that there is one in the
charter
must be more than two centuries

—
—

a mooted point among Masonic
most of them contending that it
never was, and that it is simply an invenheld

is

writers,

tion of the early part of the present century.
See Cologne, Charter of.
Colonial JLodges. Lodges in the
colonies of Great Britain are under the
immediate supervision and jurisdiction of
Provincial Grand Lodges, to which title
the reader is referred.

Colorado.

Freemasonry was

intro-

duced into the territory of Colorado in
1860, in which year the Grand Lodge of
Kansas chartered Golden City Lodge at
Golden City. In 1861 two other Lodges,

old.

Dr. Burnes professes to have no faith in
the document, and the editors of the Mei-mes
at once declare it to be surreptitious.
But
the condemnation of Burnes is too sweep- Eocky Mountain at Gold Hill and Summit
ing in its character, as it includes with the Lodge at Parkville, were chartered by the
On August
charter all other German documents on Grand Lodge of Nebraska.
Freemasonry ; and the opinion of the edit- 2, 1861, representatives from these three
ors of the Hermes must be taken with some Lodges met in convention at Golden City,
grains of allowance, as they were at the and organized the Grand Lodge of Colotime engaged in a controversy with the rado, the Grand East of which was placed
Grand Master of Holland, and in the de- at Denver. J. M. Chivington was elected
fence of the high degrees, whose claims to first Grand Master.
Chapters of Royal
antiquity this charter would materially im- Arch Masons and a Commandery of
pair. Dr. Oliver, on the other hand, quotes Knights Templars were subsequently init unreservedly, in his Landmarks, as an
troduced.
historical document worthy of credit
Colors, Symbolism of. Wemyss,
and Eeghellini treats it as authentic. In in his Clavis Symbolica, says " Color, which
Germany, the Masonic authorities of the is outwardly seen on the habit of the body,
highest reputation, such as Heldermanu, is symbolically used to denote the true
Morsdorf, Kloss, and many others, have re- state of the person or subject to which it
pudiated it as a spurious production, most is applied, according to its nature." This
probably of the beginning of the present definition may appropriately be borrowed
century. Kloss objects to the document, on the present occasion, and applied to the
that customs are referred to in it that were system of Masonic colors. The color of a
not known in the rituals of initiation until vestment or of a decoration is never arbi1731 ; that the higher degrees were nowhere trarily adopted in Freemasonry.
Every
known until 1725 ; that none of the eighteen color is selected with a view to its power
copied documents have been found; that in the symbolic alphabet, and it teaches the
the declaimer against Templar Masonry initiate some instructive moral lesson, or
was unnecessary in 1535, as no Templar refers to some important historical fact in
degrees existed until 1741 that some of the the system.
Latin expressions are not such as were
Frederic Portal, a French archaeologist,
likely to have been used and a few other has written a valuable treatise on the symobjections of a similar character.
Bobrik, bolism of colors, under the title of Des
who published, in 1840, the Text, Transla- Couleurs Symboliques dans I'antiguite, le
tion, and Examination of the Cologne Documoyen dge et les temps modemes, which is
ment, also advances some strong critical well worth the att-ention of Masonic stuarguments against its authenticity. On the dents. The Masonic colors are seven in
whole, the arguments to disprove the gen- number, namely: 1. blue; 2, purple; 3,
uineness of the charter appear to be very red ; 4, white 5, black 6, green 7, yelconvincing, and are strong enough to throw low 8, violet, bee those respective titles.
at least great doubt upon it as being anyColumbia, Britisb. Freemasonry
thing else but a modern forgery.
was introduced into British Columbia by
Cologne, Congress of.
Congress the Grand Lodges of England and Scotwhich is said to have been convened in land. On October 21st, 1871, a convention
1525, by the most distinguished Masons of was held, with the consent of the Provinthe time, in the city of Cologne, as the cial Grand Master, for the purpose of prerepresentatives of nineteen Grand Lodges, liminary action. On the 26th of December
and who issued the celebrated manifesto, in following, a Lodge of Master Masons was
defence of the character and aims of the opened, and an independent Grand Lodge
:

;

;

;

;

A

;

;

;

COLUMBIA

COMMANDERY

organized, with the title of "The Grand
Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons for the Province of British Columbia."

other by, and to assist one another against
being impressed, and not to work unless
free and on their own terms. Hence they

ColumMa, District of.

The Grand
Columbia was orby Lodges having
warrants from Maryland and Virginia, and
Valentine Reintzel was elected Grand Master. The Grand Chapter formed, originally,
a component part of the Grand Chapter of
Maryland and the District of Columbia;
but the connection was dissevered in 1867,
and an independent Grand Chapter formed,
which has now iive Chapters under its
jurisdiction.
There is neither a Grand
Commandery nor Grand Council in the
Territory, but several Commanderies subordinate to the Grand Encampment of the
United States, and a Council of Boyal and
Select Masters chartered by the Grand
Lodge of the

District of
ganized Dec. 11th, 1810,

Council of Massachusetts.
The Scottish
Rite, has also been successfully cultivated,
and there are in operation a Lodge of Perfection and a Chapter of Rose Croix.

Column.

A

round

pillar

made

to

support as well as to adorn a building,
whose construction varies in the different
orders of architecture. In Masonry, columns have a symbolic signification as the
supports of a Lodge, and are known as the
Columns of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.
The broken column is also a symbol in
Masonry. See the titles Supports of a Lodge,
and Broken Column.

Combination of Masons.
combination of the

Freemasons

The

in the
centuries to de-
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Freemasons
and this
combination continued during the carrying
on of these buildings for several years. The
wars between the two Houses coming on in
the next reign, the discontented herded
together in the same manner, and the gentry also underhand supporting the malcontents, occasioned several Acts of Parliament
against the combination of masons and
other persons under that denomination, the
titles of which Acts are still to be seen in
the printed statutes of those reigns." Ashmole, in his History of the Order of the
Garter, (p. 80,) confirms the fact of the impressment of workmen by King Edward
and the combination that followed seems
but a natural consequence of this oppressive act but the assertion that the origin
of Freemasonry as an organized institution
of builders is to be traced to such a combination, is not supported by the facts of
history, and, indeed, the writer himself
admits that the Masons denied its truth.

called themselves

;

;

;

Commander.

The

presiding ofof Knights Templars.
His style is "Eminent," and the
jewel of his office is a cross, from which
2. The Superintenissue rays of light.
dent of a Commandery, as a house or residence of the Ancient Knights of Malta, was
ficer in

a

1.

Commandery

so called.

Commander, Grand.

See Grand

Commander.

fourteenth and fifteenth
Commander-in-Cbief. The premand a higher rate of wages, which even- siding officer in a Consistory of Sublime
tually gave rise to the enactment of the Princes of the Boyal Secret in the Ancient
Statutes of Laborers, is thus described by a and Accepted Scottish Rite.
His style is
writer in the Gentleman's Magazine, (Jan. " Illustrious."
In a Grand Consistory the
1740, p. 17:) "King Edward III. took so presiding officer is a Grand Commander-ingreat an affection to Windsor, the place of Chief, and he is styled " Very Illustrious."
his birth, that he instituted the Order of
1. In the United
the Garter there, and rebuilt and enlarged States all regular assemblies of Knights
the castle, with the church and chapel of Templars are called Commanderies, and
St. George.
This was a^ great work and must consist of the following officers Emirequired a great many hands; and for the nent Commander, Generalissimo, Captain
carrying of it on writs were directed to the General, Prelate, Senior Warden, Junior
sheriffs of several counties to send thither,
Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, Warder,
under the penalty of £100 each, such a Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer, and Sennumber of masons by a day appointed. tinel. These Commanderies derive their
London sent forty, so did Devon, Somerset, warrants of Constitution from a Grand
and several other counties
but several Commandery, or, if there is no such body
dying of the plague, and others deserting in the State in which they are organized,
the service, new writs were issued to send from the Grand Encampment of the United
up supplies. Yorkshire sent sixty, and States. They confer the degrees of Knight
other counties proportionably, and orders of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, and
were given that no one should entertain Knight of Malta.
any of these runaway masons, under pain
In a Commandery of Knights Templars,
of forfeiture of all their goods.
Hereupon, the throne is situated in the East. Above
the masons entered into a combination not it are suspended three banners the centre
to work, unless at higher wages.
They one bearing a cross, surmounted by a glory
agreed upon tokens, etc., to know one an- the left one having inscribed on it the em-

Commandery.

:

;

:

;

COMMANDERY

COMMITTEE

blems of the Order, and the right one, a

year, to which, in general, applications for
In cases
relief are referred by the Lodge.
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paschal lamb. The Eminent Comniander
is seated on the throne the Generalissimo,
Prelate, and Past Commanders on his right;
the Captain General on his left the Treasurer and Recorder, as in a Symbolic Lodge
the Senior Warden at the south-west angle
of the triangle, and upon the right of the
first division; the Junior Warden at the
north-west angle of the triangle, and on
the left of the third division ; the Standard
Bearer in the West, between the Sword
Bearer on his right, and the Warder on his
left
and in front of him is a stall for the
The Knights are arranged in
initiate.
equal numbers on each side, and in front
of the throne.
2. The houses or residences of the Knights
of Malta were called Commanderies, and
the aggregation of them in a nation was
called a Priory or Grand Priory.
;

;

;

Commandery,

where the Lodge does not itself take immediate action, the committee is also invested
with the power to grant relief to a limited

amount during the

recess of the Lodge.

In many
Lodges the Master, Wardens, Treasurer,
and Secretary constitute a Committee of
Finance, to which is referred the general
supervision of the finances of the Lodge.

Committee of Finance.

Committee on Foreign CorIn none of the Grand
Lodges of this country, forty years ago,
was such a committee as that on foreign

respondence.

A

few of
correspondence ever appointed.
them had corresponding secretaries, to
whom were intrusted the duty of attending
a duty
to the correspondence of the body
which was very generally neglected. A report on the proceedings of other bodies
:

Grand. When three
or more Commanderies are instituted in a
State, they may unite and form a Grand
Commandery, under the regulations prescribed by the Grand Encampment of the
United States. They have the superintendence of all Commanderies of Knights
Templars that are holden in their respec-

was altogether unknown. Grand Lodges
met and transacted the local business of
their own jurisdictions without any reference to what was passing abroad."
But within the last twenty or thirty
years, improvements in this respect began
Intelligent Masons
to show themselves.
saw that it would no longer do to isolate

tive jurisdictions.

themselves from the Fraternity in other

A

Grand Commandery meets, at least, countries, and that, if any moral or intelannually, and its officers consist of a Grand lectual advancement was to be expected, it
Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, must be derived from the intercommunicaGrand Generalissimo, Grand Captain Gen- tion and collision of ideas and the first
eral, Grand Prelate, Grand Senior and step towards this advancement was the apJunior Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand pointment in every Grand Lodge of a comRecorder, Grand Warder, Grand Standard mittee, whose duty it should be to collate
Bearer, and Grand Sword Bearer.
the proceedings of other jurisdictions, and
Committee. To facilitate the trans- to eliminate from them the most important
action of business, a Lodge or Grand Lodge items. These committees were, however,
often refers a subject to a particular com- very slow in assuming the functions which
mittee for investigation, and report. By devolved upon them, and in coming up to
the usages of Masonry, committees of this the full measure of their duties. At first
character are always appointed by the pre- their reports were little more than "reports
siding officer; and the Master of a Lodge, of progress." No light was derived from
when present at the meeting of a committee, their collation, and the bodies which had
may act, if he thinks proper, as its chair- appointed them were no wiser after their
man for the Master presides over any as- reports had been read than they were
;

;

semblage of the Craft in his jurisdiction.
before.
Committee, General. By the ConAs a specimen of the first condition and
stitution of the Grand Lodge of England, subsequent improvement of these comall matters of business to be brought under mittees on foreign correspondence, let us
the consideration of the Grand Lodge take at random the transactions of any
must previously be presented to a General Grand Lodge old enough to have a history
Committee, consisting of the Present and and intelligent enough to have made any
Past Grand Officers, and the Master of progress; and, for this purpose, the proevery regular Lodge, who meet on the ceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, two
Wednesday immediately preceding each volumes of which lie conveniently at hand,
quarterly communication. No such regu- will do as well as any other.
lation exists in any of the Grand Lodges
The Grand Lodge of Ohio was organized
of this country.
in January, 1808. From that time to 1829,
Committee of Charity. In most its proceedings contain no reference to a
Lodges there is a standing Committee of committee on correspondence; and except,
Charity, appointed at the beginning of the I think, a single allusion to the WaA-
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ington Convention, made in the report of
a special committee, the Masons of Ohio
seem to have had no cognizance, or at
least to have shown no recognition, of any
Masonry which might be outside of their

'

ing the published proceedings of all the
Grand Lodges in correspondence with their
own, have become thoroughly conversant
with the contemporary history of the Order,
while a great many of them have extended
own jurisdiction.
their studies in its previous history.
But in the year 1830, for the first time, a
The " reportorial corps," as these hardcommittee was appointed to report on the laboring brethren are beginning to call
foreign correspondence of the Grand Lodge. themselves, exercise, of course, a not triflTliis committee bore the title of the " Com- ing influence in the Order.
These committee on Communications from Foreign mittees annually submit to their respective
Grand Lodges," etc., and made during the Grand Lodges a mass of interesting inforsession a report of eight lines in length, mation, which is read with great avidity by
which contained just the amount of infor- their brethren. Gradually
for at first it
mation that could be condensed in that was not their custom
they have added to
brief space, and no more. In 1831, the re- the bare narration of facts their comments
port was fifteen lines long
in 1832, ten on Masonic law and their criticisms on the
lines; in 1833, twelve lines/ and so on for decisions made in other jurisdictions. These
several years, the reports being sometimes comments and criticisms have very naturally
a little longer and sometimes a little shorter; their weight, sometimes beyond their actual
but the length being always measured by worth and it will not therefore be improlines, and not by pages, until, in 1837,
per to take a glance at what ought to be
there was a marked falling off, the report the character of a report on foreign corresconsisting only of one line and a half. Of pondence.
this report, which certainly cannot be acIn the first place, then, a reporter of forcused of verbosity, the following is an ex- eign correspondence should be, in the most
act copy " Nothing has been presented for literal sense of Shakespeare's words, "a
the consideration of your committee re- brief chronicler of the times." His report
quiring the action of the Grand Lodge."
should contain a succinct account of everyIn 1842, the labors of the committee thing of importance that is passing in the
began to increase, and their report fills a Masonic world, so far as his materials sup^(/e of the proceedings. Things now rap- ply him with the information. But, reidly improved. In 1843, the report was membering that he is writing for the inthree pages long in 1845, four pages ; in struction of hundreds, perhaps thousands,
1846, seven; in 1848, nearly thirteen; in many of whom cannot spare much time,
1858, fourteen; in 1856, thirty ; and in and many others who have no inclination
Thenceforward there is no to spare it, he should eschew the sin of te\2ffl, forty-six.
more fault to be found. The reports of the diousness, never forgetting that " brevity is
future committees were of full growth, the soul of wit." He should omit all deand we do not again hear such an unmean- tails that have no special interest should
ing phrase as " nothing requiring the ac- husband his space for important items, and
tion of the Grand Lodge."
be exceedingly parsimonious in the use of
The history of these reports in other unnecessary expletives, whose only use is
Grand Lodges is the same as that in Ohio. to add to the length of a line. In a word,
Beginning with a few lines, which an- he should remember that he is not an
nounced the absence of all matters worthy orator, but an historian. A rigid adherence
of consideration, they have grown up to to these principles would save the expense
the full stature of elaborate essays, extend- of many printed pages to his Grand Lodge,
ing to one hundred and sometimes to one and the waste of much time to his readers.
hundred and fifty pages, in which the most These reports will form the germ of future
important and interesting subjects of Ma- Masonic history. The collected mass will
sonic history, philosophy, and jurispru- be an immense one, and it should not be
dence are discussed, generally with much unnecessarily enlarged by the admission of

—

—

;

;

:

;

;

trivial items.

ability.

In the next place, although I admit
on foreign correspondence in all the that these " brethren of the reportorial
Grand Lodges of this country constitute an corps" have peculiar advantages in read-

At

this

day the reports of the commit-

tees

important portion of the literature of the
Institution.
The chairmen of these committees
for the other members fill, for
the most part, only the post of " sleeping

—

partners"

— are

generally

men

of educa-

tion and talent, who, by the very occupation in which they are employed, of read-

X

12

ing the opinions of their contemporaries
on subjects of Masonic jurisprudence, they
would be mistaken in supposing that these
advantages must necessarily make them
Masonic lawyers. Ex quovis ligno non fit
Mennirius. It is not every man that will
peculiar turn of mind
make a lawyer.

A

;
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and a habit of

close reasoning, as well as
a thorough acquaintance with the law itself, are required to fit one for the investigation of questions of jurisprudence. Reporters, therefore, should assume the task
of adjudicating points of law with much
diffidence.
They should not pretend to
make a decision ex cathedra, but only to express an opinion
and that opinion they
;

should attempt to sustain by arguments
that may convince their readers.
Dogmatism is entirely out of place in a Masonic
report on foreign correspondence.

But if tediousness and dogmatism are
displeasing, how much more offensive must
be rudeness and personality. Courtesy is
a Masonic as well as a knightly virtue, and
the reporter who takes advantage of his
official position to speak rudely of his
brethren, or makes his report the vehicle
of scurrility and abuse, most strangely forgets the duty and respect which he owes to
the Grand Lodge which he represents and
the Fraternity to which he addresses himself.

And, lastly, a few words as to style.
These reports, I have already said, constitute an important feature of Masonic literature.
It should be, then, the object and
aim of every one to give to them a tone and
character which shall reflect honor on the
society whence they emanate, and enhance

the reputation of their authors.
The style
cannot always be scholarly, but it should always be chaste; it may sometimes want
eloquence, but it should never be marked
by vulgarity. Coarseness of language and
slang phrases are manifestly out of place in
a paper which treats of subjects such as
naturally belong to a Masonic document.
Wit and humor we would not, of course,
exclude. The Horatian maxim bids us
sometimes to unbend, and old Menander
thought it would not do always to appear
wise.
Even the solemn Johnson could
sometimes perpetrate a joke, and Sidney
Smith has enlivened his lectures on moral

philosophy

with numerous witticisms.
There are those who delight in the stateliness of Coleridge but for ourselves we do
not object to the levity of Lamb, though
we would not care to descend to the vul;

garity of Rabelais.
To sum up the whole matter in a few
words, these reports on foreign correspondence should be succinct, and, if you please,
elaborate chronicles of all passing events
in the Masonic world they shouldexpress
the opinions of their authors on points of
Masonic law, not as judicial dicta, but simply as opinions, not to be dogmatically enforced, but to be sustained and supported
by the best arguments that the writers can
produce they should not be made the ve;

;

abuse or vituperation
and, lastly, they should be clothed in language worthy of the literature of the Order.
hicles of personal

Committee, Private. The

well-

known

regulation which forbids private
committees in the Lodge, that is, select
conversations between two or more members, in which the other members are not
permitted to join, is derived from the Old
Charges "You are not permitted to hold
private committees or separate conversation, without leave from the Master, nor to
talk of anything impertinent or unseemly,
nor to interrupt the Master or Wardens, or
any brother speaking to the Master."
:

Committee, Report

of.

See Re-

port of a Committee.

Common Gavel.

See Oavel.
meeting of
There is a peculiar

Communication. The

a Lodge is so called.
significance in this term.
"To communicate," which, in the Old English form, was
" to common," originally meant to share in
common with others. The great sacrament
of the Christian church, which denotes a
participation in the mysteries of the religion
and a fellowship in the church, is called a
" communion," which is fundamentally the
same as a "communication," for he who
partakes of the communion is said " to

communicate." Hence, the meetings of
Masonic Lodges are called communications,
to signify that it is not simply the ordinary
meeting of a society for the transaction of
business, but that such meeting is the fellowship of men engaged in a common pursuit, and governed by a common principle,
and that there is therein a communication
or participation of those feelings and sentiments that constitute a true brotherhood.
The communications of Lodges are regular or stated and special or emergent.
Regular communications are held under
the provision of the by-laws, but special
communications are called by order of the
Master. It is a regulation that no special
communication can alter, amend, or rescind

the proceedings of a regular communication.

Commnnication. Grand.

The

meeting of a Grand Lodge.

Communication of Degrees.
When

the peculiar mysteries of a degree
are bestowed upon a candidate by mere
verbal description of the bcstower, without
his being made to pass through the constituted ceremonies, the degree is technically
said to be communicated. This mode is,
however, entirely confined in this country
to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
The degrees may in that Rite be thus conferred in any place where secrecy is secured but the prerogative of communicating is restricted to the presiding officers
;

:

COMMUNICATION
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of bodies of the Eite, who may communicate
certaia of the degrees upon candidates who
have been previously duly elected, and to
Inspectors and Deputy Inspectors General
of the thirty-third degree, who may communicate all the degrees of the Rite, except
the last, to any persons whom they may
deem qualified to receive them.

of course, that of apprentice; and workmen were admitted into it only after five
years of apprenticeship, and on the production of a skilfully constructed piece of work,

Communication, Quarterly.
Anciently,

Grand Lodges, which were then

called General Assemblies

of the Craft,
were held annually. But it is said that the
Grand Master luigo Jones instituted quarterly communications at the beginning of
the seventeenth century, which were continued by his successors, the Earl of Pembroke and Sir Christopher Wren, until the
infirmities of the latter compelled him to
neglect them. On the revival in 1717, provision was made for their resumption; and
in the twelfth of the thirty-nine Regulations of 1721 it was declared that the Grand
Lodge must have a quarterly communication about Michaelmas, Christmas, and

Lady-Day.

which was called their
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chef-d'ceuvre.

Tradition gives to Compagnonage a Hebraic origin, which to some extent assimilates it to the traditional history of Freemasonry as springing out of the Solomonic
Temple. It is, howevef, certain that it
arose, in the twelfth century, out of a part
of the corporation of workmen. These,
who prosecuted the labors of their craft
from province to province, could not shut
their eyes to the narrow policy of the gilds
or corporations, which the masters were
constantly seeking to make more exclusive.
Thence they perceived the necessity of
forming for themselves associations or confraternities, whose protection should accompany them in all their laborious wanderings, and secure to them employment
and fraternal intercourse when arriving in
strange towns.
The Compagnons de la Tour, which is the
title assumed by those who are the members of the brotherhoods of Compagnonage,

These quarterly communicaby the Grand Lodge
of England, and in this country by the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, but all have legends, whichhave been traditionally
other American Grand Lodges have adopted transmitted from age to age, by which, like
the old system of annual communications.
the Freemasons, they trace the origin of

tions are still retained

Communion

of tlie Bretliren.
See Bread, Consecrated.
Como. A city of Lombardy, which
was the principal seat of that body of
architects who, under the name of Travelling Freemasons, wandered over Europe
during the Middle Ages, and constructed
cathedrals, monasteries, and other religious

A

school of architecture was esobtained so much
renown that, according to Muratori, the
masons and bricklayers of that place, in
consequence of their superiority in their
art, received the appellation of Magistri
Comacini, or Masters of Como, a title which
became generic to all those of the profession.
To the school of Como, architects of
all nations flocked for instruction.
Rebold
intimates that it was the successor of the
Roman Colleges of Builders, and that, like
them, it had its secret teachings and mysedifices.

tablished at

Como which

teries.

Compagnon.
Fellow Craft

Compagnon

is

In French Masonry, a
and the grade da
the degree of Fellow Craft.

is

so called,

Compagnonage.
which

is

This is the name
given in France to certain mysti-

cal associations

formed between workmen

of the same or an analogous handicraft,
whose object is to afford mutual assistance
to the members.
It was at one time considered among handicraftsmen as the second
degree of the novitiate, before arriving at
the maitrise, or .mastership, the first being,

their association to the

Temple of King

Solomon. These legends are three in number, for the different societies of Compagnonage recognize three different founders,

and hence made three
which are

different associations,

The Children of Solomon.
The Children of Maltre Jacques.
The Children of Pfere Soubise.

1.

2.
3.

These three

societies or classes of the
are irreconcileable enemies,
and reproach each other with the imaginary contests of their supposed founders.
The Children of Solomon pretend that
King Solomon gave them their devoir, or
gild, as a reward for their labors at the
Temple, and that he had there united them
into a brotherhood.
The Children of Maitre Jacques say that
their founder, who was the son of a celeJacquain, or
brated architect named
Jacques, was one of the chief Masters of
Solomon, and a colleague of Hiram. He
was born in a small city of Gaul named
Carte, and now St. Romille, but which we
should in vain look for on the maps.
From the age of fifteen he was employed
He travelled in Greece,
in stone-cutting.
where he learned sculpture and architecture afterwards went to Egypt, and thence
to Jerusalem, where he constructed two pillars with so much skill that he was immediately received as a Master of the Craft.
Maltre Jacques and his colleague Pere Sou-

Compagnons

;

;
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the labors of the Temple were
completed, resolved to go together to Gaul,
swearing that they would never separate
but the union did not last very long in
consequence of the jealousy excited in
Pere Soubise by the ascendency of Maitre
Jacques over their disciples. They parted,
and the former landed at Bordeaux, and
the latter at Marseilles.
One day, Maitre -Jacques, being far away
from his disciples, was attacked by ten of
those of Pfere Soubise, To save himself, he
fled into a marsh, where he sustained himself from sinking by holding on to the reeds,
and was eventually rescued by his disciples.
He then retired to Saint Baume, but
being soon after betrayed by a disciple,
named, according to some, Jeron, and according to others. Jamais, he was assassinated by five blows of a dagger, in the
forty-seventh year of his age, four years and
nine days after his departure from Jerusalem. On his robe was subsequently found
a reed which he wore in memory of his
having been saved in the marsh, and thenceforth his disciples adopted the reed as the
emblem of their Order.
Pfere Soubise is not generally accused of
having taken any part in the assassination.
The tears which he shed over the tomb of
his colleague removed in part the suspicions which had at first rested on him.
The traitor who committed the crime subsequently, in a moment of deep contrition,
cast himself into a well, which the disciples of Maitre Jacques filled up with stones.
The relics of the martyr were long preserved in a sacred chest, and, when his disciples afterwards separated into diflferent
crafts, his hat was given to the hatters, his
tunic to the stone-cutters, his sandals to the
locksmiths, his mantle to the joiners, his
girdle to the carpenters, and his staff to the

Compagnonage reminds one very strongly
of the somewhat similar organization of
the stone-masons of Germany and of other
countries in the Middle Ages. To one of
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bise, after

cartwrights.

According to another tradition, Maitre
Jacques was no other than Jacques de Molay, the last Grand Master of the Templars,
who had collected under his banner some
of the Children of Solomon that had separated from the parent society, and who,
about 1268, conferred upon them a new
devoir or gild. Pfere Soubise is said, in the
same legend, to have been a Benedictine
monk, who gave to the carpenters some
special statutes.
This second legend is
generally recognized as more truthful than

From this it follows that the
first.
division of the society of Compagnonage
jnto three classes dates from the thirteenth
century, and that the Children of Maitre
the

Jacques and of Pere Soubise are more
modern than the Children of Solomon, from
whom they were a dismemberment.

The

organization of these associations of

classes
every handicraftsman in
France was expected to attach himself
There was an initiation, and a system of
degrees which were four in number: the
Accepted Companion, the Finished Companion, the Initiated Companion, and,
lastly, the Affiliated Companion.
There
were also signs and words as modes of recognition, and decorations, which varied in
the different devoirs but to all, the square
and compasses was a common symbol.
As soon as a Craftsman had passed
through his apprenticeship, he joined one
of these gilds, and commenced his journey
over France, which was called the tour de
Fraiice, in the course of which he visited

these

;

the principal cities, towns, and villages,
stopping for a time wherever he could secure employment. In almost every town
there was a house of call, presided over
always by a woman, who was affectionately
called " la Mfere," or the Mother, and the
same name was given to the house itself
There the Compagnons held their meetings
and annually elected their officers, and travelling workmen repaired there to obtain
food and lodging, and the necessary information which might lead to employment.
When two Companions met on the road,
one of them addressed the other with the
topage, or challenge, being a formula of
words, the conventional reply to which
would indicate that the other was a member
of the same devoir. If such was the case,
friendly greetings ensued. But if the reply
was not satisfactory, and it appeared that
they belonged to different associations, a war
of words, and even of blows, was the result.
Such was formerly tiie custom, but through
the evangelic labors of Agricol Perdiquier,
a journeyman joiner of Avignon, who travelled through France inculcating lessons of
brotherly love, a better spirit now exists.
In each locality the association has a
chief, who is annually elected by ballot at
the General Assembly of the Craft. He is
called the First Compagnon of Dignity.
He presides over the meetings, which ordinarily take place on the first Sunday of
every month, and represents the society in
its intercourse with other bodies, with the
Masters, or with the municipal authorities.
Compagnonage has been exposed, at various periods, to the persecutions of the
Church and the State, as well as to the opposition of the Corporations of Masters, to
which, of course, its designs were antagonistic, because it opposed their monopoly. Unlike them, and particularly the Corporation
of Freemasons, it was not under the protec-

'
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tion of the Church. The practice of its mystical receptions was condemned by the Faculty
of Theology at Paris, in 1655, as impious.
But a hundred years before, in 1541, a decree of Francis I. had interdicted the Comagnons de la Tour from binding themselves
Ily an oath, from wearing swords or canes,
from assembling in a greater number than
five outside of their Masters' houses, or
from having banquets on any occasion.
During the sixteenth, seventeenth, and
eighteenth centuries, the parliaments were
continually interposing their power against
the associations of Compagnonage, as well
as against other fraternities.
The effects
of these persecutions, although embarrassing, were not absolutely disastrous.
In
spite of them, Compagnonage was never
entirely dissolved, although a few of the
trades abandoned their devoirs; some of
which, however,
such as that of the shoe-

Compasses. As in Operative Masonry, the compasses are used for the admeasurement of the architect's plans, and
to enable him to give those just proportions
which will insure beauty as well as stability
to his work so, in Speculative Masonry, is
this important implement symbolic of that
even tenor of deportment, that true standard of rectitude which alone can bestow

makers,

—
— were subsequently renewed.

And

at this day, the gilds of the workmen still
exist in France, having lost, it is true, much
of their original code of religious dogmas

and symbols, and, although not recognized
by the law, always tolerated by the municipal authorities and undisturbed by the
police. To the Masonic scholar, the history
of these devoirs or gilds is peculiarly interesting.
In nearly all of them the Temple
of Solomon prevails as a predominant symbol, while the square and compass, their
favorite and constant device, would seem,
in some way, to identify them with Freemasonry so far as respects the probability
of a common origin.

Compagnons de
title

la Tour.

The

assumed by the workmen in France

who belong to the different gilds of Compagnonage, which see.
title bestowed by
Companion.
Koyal Arch Masons upon each other, and
equivalent to the word brother in symbolic
Lodges. It refers, most probably, to the
companionship in exile and captivity of the
ancient Jews, from the destruction of the
Temple by Nebuchadnezzar to its restoration by Zerubbabel, under the auspices of
Cyrus. In using this title in a higher degree, the Masons who adopted it seem to
have intimated that there was a shade of
difference between its meaning and that of

A

brother.

The

latter refers to the universal

fatherhood of God and the universal brotherhood of man but the former represents
a companionship or common pursuit of one
object
the common endurance of suffering
or the common enjoyment of happiness.
Companion represents a closer tie than
brother. The one is a natural relation shared
by all men the other a connection, the result
of choice and confined to a few. All men
are our brethren, not all our companions.
;

—

;
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;

happiness here and felicity hereafter. Hence
are the compasses the most prominent emblem of virtue, the true and only measure
of a Mason's life and conduct. As the
Bible gives us light on our duties to God,
and the square illustrates our duties to our
neighborhood and brother, so the compasses
give that additional light which is to instruct us in the duty we owe to ourselves
the great, imperative duty of circumscribing our passions, and keeping our de" It is ordained,"
sires within due bounds.
says the philosophic Burke, " in the eternal
constitution of things, that men of intemperate passions cannot be free their passions forge their fetters." Those brethren
who delight to trace our emblems to an astronomical origin, find in the compasses a
symbol of the sun, the circular pivot representing the body of the luminary, and
the diverging legs his rays.
In the earliest rituals of the last century,
the compasses are described as a part of the
furniture of the Lodge, and are said to belong to the Master. Some change will be
found in this respect in the ritual of the
present day. See Square and Compasses.
Composite. One of the five orders
of architecture introduced by the Romans,
and compounded of the other four, whence
Although it combines
it derives its name.
strength with beauty, yet, as it is a comparatively modern invention, it is held in

—

;

little

esteem

among Freemasons.

Concealment of the Body.

See

Aphanism..

Conclave. Commanderies of Knights
England and Canada are
and the Grand Encampment the Grand Conclave. The word is
also applied to the meetings in some other
of the high degrees. The word is derived
from the Latin con, " with," and clavis, " a
Templars in

called Conclaves,

key," to denote the idea of being locked
in seclusion, and in this sense was first
applied to the apartment in which the cardinals are literally locked up when met to
elect a pope.
secret order estabConcordists.
lished in Prussia, by M. Lang, on the wreck
of the Tugendverein, which latter body
was instituted in 1790 as a successor of the
Illuminati, and suppressed in 1812 by the
Prussian government, on account of its supposed political tendencies.

up

A
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CONSEEVATORS

CONFEDERACIES
A

title given to the
Confederacies.
yearly meetings of the Masons iu the time of
Henry VI., of England, and used in the
celebrated statute passed in the third year
of hia reign, and which begins thus:
" Whereas, by yearly congregations and
confederacies made by the Masons in their
General Assemblies, etc." See LaLorers,

Statutes of.

Conference I^odges.

Assemblies

of the members of a Lodge sometimes held
in Germany. Their object is the discussion
of the financial and other private matters
of the Lodge. Lodges of this kind held
in France are said to be " en famille."
There is no such arrangement in English
or American Masonry.
Conferring Degrees. When a candidate is initiated into any degree of Masonry in due form, the degree is said to
have been conferred, in contradistinction to
the looser mode of imparting its secrets by
communication.

Confusion
Tower of Babel

of Tongues.

The

referred to in the ritual
third degree as the place where
is

of the
language was confounded and Masonry lost.
Hence, in Masonic symbolism, as Masonry
professes to possess a universal language,
the confusion of tongues at Babel is a symbol of that intellectual darkness from which
the aspirant is seeking to emerge on his
passage to that intellectual light which is
imparted by the Order. See TlireshingFloor of Oman the Jebusite.
Congregations. In the Old Records
and Constitutions of Masonry, the yearly
meetings of the Craft are so called. Thus,
in the Halliwell MS. it is said, "Every
Master that is a Mason must be at the
General Congregation." What are now
called " Communications of a Grand Lodge"
were then called " Congregations of the
Craft." Si&e Assembly, General.
Congresses, 9Iasonic. At various
times in the history of Freemasonry conferences have been held, in which, as in
the General Councils of the Church, the
interests of the Institution have been made
the subject of consideration. These conferences have received the name of Masonic Congresses.
Whenever a respectable
number of Masons, invested with deliberative powers, assemble as the representatives of different countries and jurisdictions, to take into consideration matters
relating to the Order, such a meeting will
be properly called a Congress. Of these
Congresses some have been productive of
little or no effect, while others have undoubtedly left their mark nor can it be
doubted, that if a Geperal or Ecumenical
Congress, consisting of representatives of
all the Masonic powers of the world, were
;

with an eye single to the great obMasonic reform, and were to be
guided by a liberal and conciliatory spirit
of compromise, such a Congress might at
the present day be of incalculable advanto meet,

ject of

tage.

The most important Congresses that
have met since the year 926 are those of
York, Strasburg, Ratisbon, Spire, Cologne,
Basle, Jena, Altenberg, Brunswick, LyParis,
ons, Wolfenbuttel, Wilhelmsbad,
Washington, Baltimore, Lexington, and
Chicago. See them under their respective
titles.

Consecration. The appropriating or
dedicating, with certain ceremonies, anything to sacred purposes or ofiices by separating it from common use. Hobbes, in his
Leviathan, (p. iv., c. 44,) gives the best de" To consecrate
finition of this ceremony.
is, in Scripture, to offer, give, or dedicate,
in pious and decent language and gesture,
a man, or any other thing, to God, by separating it from common use." Masonic
Lodges, like ancient temples and modern
churches, have always been consecrated.
The rite of consecration is performed by
the Grand Master, when the Lodge is said
to be consecrated in ample form; by the
Deputy Grand Master, when it is said to be
consecrated in due form; or by the proxy
of the Grand Master, when it is said to be
consecrated in form. The Grand Master,
accompanied by his oflScers, proceeds to the
hall of the new Lodge, where, after the
performance of those ceremonies which are
described in all manuals and monitors, he
solemnly consecrates the Lodge with the
elements of corn, wine, and oil, after which
the Lodge is dedicated and constituted,
and the officers installed.

Consecration,

Elements

of.

Those things, the use of which in the ceremony as constituent and elementary parts
of it, are necessary to the perfecting and
legalizing of the act of consecration.
In
Freemasonry, these elements are com, wine,
and oil, which see.
Conservators of Masonry. About

Mason of some distinction
in this country professed to have discovered, by his researches, what he called
the year 1859, a

"the true Preston-Webb Work," and attempted to introduce it into various jurisdictions, sometimes in opposition to the
wishes of the Grand Lodge and leading

To aid in the propState.
agation of this ritual, he communicated it
to several persons, who were bound to use
all efforts
to some, indeed, of questionable propriety
to secure its adoption by
their respective Grand Lodges.
These
Masons of the

—

—

Masons were called by him " Conservators," and the order or society which they

eONSERVATOKS

CONSTITUTIONS

constituted was called the "Conservators'
Association."
This association, aud the
eiforts of its chief to extend his ritual, met
with the very general disapproval of the
Masons of the United States, and in some
jurisdictions led to considerable disturb-

appropriate ceremonies, consists the constitution of the Lodge.
Until a Lodge is
thus legally constituted, it forms no component of the constituency of the Grand
Lodge, can neither elect officers nor members, and exists only as a Lodge under dispensation at the will of the Grand Master.

ance and bad feeling.

ConserTators, Grand.

See Orand

Conservators.

Consistory.

The meetings of mem-

bers of the thirty-second degree, or Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret in the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, are
called Consistories.
The elective officers
are, according to the ritual of the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States, a Commander-in-Chief, Seneschal, Preceptor,
Chancellor, Minister of State, Almoner,
Registrar, and Treasurer. In the Northern
Jurisdiction it is slightly different, the
second and third officers being called Lieutenant-Commanders.
Consistory confers
the thirty-first and thirty-second degrees
of the Eite.

A

Consistory,

G-rand.

See

Grand

Consistory.

Constable, Grand. The fourth officer in a

Grand

Consistory.

It is the title

which was formerly given to the leader of
the land forces of the Knights Templars.
Constantine. See Red Cross of Borne
and Constantine.
Constituted, lie^ally. The phrase,
a legally-constituted Lodge, is often used
Masonically to designate any Lodge working under proper authority, which necessarily includes

Lodges working under

dis-

pensation; although, strictly, a Lodge
cannot be legally constituted until it has
received its warrant or charter from the
Grand Lodge. But so far as respects the
regularity of their work. Lodges under dispensation and warranted Lodges have the
same standing.

Constitution of a Liodge. Any
number of Master Masons, not less than
seven, being desirous of forming a new
Lodge, having previously obtained a dispensation from the Grand Master, must
apply by petition to the Grand Lodge of
the State in which they reside, praying for
a Charter, or Warrant of Constitution, to
enable them to assemble as a regular Lodge.
Their petition being favorably received, a
warrant is immediately granted, and the
Grand Master appoints a day for its consecration and for the installation of its officers.
The Lodge having been consecrated,
the Grand Master, or person acting as such,
declares the brethren to be constituted and
formed into a regular Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons," after which the officers
of the Lodge are installed. In this declaration of the Master, accompanied with the
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See Dispensation, Lodges under.

Constitutions of 1763. This is the
name of one of that series of Constitutions,
or Eegulations, which have always been
deemed of importance in the history of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite; although the Constitutions of 1762 have
really nothing to do with that Eite, having
been adopted long before its establishment.
In the year 1758, there was founded at
Paris a Masonic body which assumed the
title of the Chapter, or Council, of Emperors of the East and West, and which body
organized a Eite known as the Eite of Perfection, consisting of twenty-five degrees,
and in the same year the Eite was carried
to Berlin by the Marquis de Bernez.
In
the following year, a Council of Princes
of the Eoyal Secret, the highest degree conferred in the Eite, was established at Bordeaux. On Sept. 21, 1762, nine Commissioners met and drew up Constitutions for
the government of the Eite of Perfection,
which have been since known as the " Constitutions of 1762."
Of the place where
the Commissioners met, there is some
doubt. Of the two copies, hereafter to be
noticed, which are in the archives of the
Southern Supreme Council, that of Delahogue refers to the Orients of Paris and
Berlin, while that of Aveilhe says that they
were made at the Grand Orient of Bor-

deaux. Thory also [Ad. Lat., i. 79,) names
Bordeaux as the place of their enactment,
and so does Eagon, [Orthod. Mag., 183;) although he doubts their authenticity, and
says that there is no trace of any such
document at Bordeaux, nor any recollection there of the Consistory which is said
To
to have drawn up the Constitutions.
this it may be answered, that in the
Archives of the Mother Supreme Council
at Charleston there are two manuscript
one written
copies of these Constitutions
by Jean Baptiste Marie Delahogue in
1798, and which is authenticated by Count
de Grasse, under the seal of the Grand
Council of the Princes of the Eoyal Secret,
then sitting at Charleston ; and another,
written by Jean Baptiste Aveilh6 in 1797.
This copy is authenticated by Long, Delahogue, De Grasse, and others. Both documents are written in French, and are almost substantially the same. The translated title of Delahogue's copy is as follows
" Constitutions and Eegulations drawn

—

:

:

184

;

CONSTITUTIONS

CONSTITUTIONS

up by nine Commissioners appointed by Grasse, and that under its provisions he
tlie Grand Council of the Sovereign Princes
organized the Supreme Council in that
of the Royal Secret at the Grand Orients place. They were accepted by the Southern
of Paris and Berlin, by virtue of the de- Supreme Council, and are still regarded
liberation of the fifth day of the third week by the Northern Council as the only auof the seventh month of the Hebrew Era, thentic Constitutions. But there is abun5662, and of the Christian Era, 1762. To be dant internal evidence of the incompleteratified and observed by the Grand Councils ness and incorrectness of the French Conof the Sublime Knights and Princes of Ma- stitutions, of whose authenticity there is no
sonry as well as by the particular Councils proof, nor is it likely that they were made
and Grand Inspectors regularly constituted at Berlin and approved by Frederick, as they
in the two Hemispheres." The title of profess.
Aveilh6's manuscript differs in this, that it
The Latin Constitutions were probably
says the Constitutions were enacted " at the
Grand Orient of Bordeaux," and that they
were " transmitted to our Brother Stephen
Morin, Grand Inspector of all the Lodges in
the New World." I am inclined to think
that this is a correct record, and that the
Constitutions were prepared at Bordeaux.
The Constitutions of 1762 consist of
thirty-five articles, and are principally occupied in providing for the government of
the Rite established by the Council of Emperors of the East and West and of the
bodies under it.
The Constitutions of 1762 were published at Paris, in 1832, in the Reausil dea
Acfes du Supreme Oonseil de France. They
were also published, in 1859, in this
country; but the best printed exemplar
of them is that published in French and
English in the Book of Grand Constitutions, edited by Bro. Albert Pike, which is
illustrated with copious and valuable annotations by the editor, who is the Sovereign
Grand Commander of the Southern Supreme Council.
Constitutions of 1786. These are
regarded by the members of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite as the fundamental law of their Rite. They are said
to have been established by Frederick II.,
of Prussia, in the last year of his life
a
statement, however, that has been denied
by some writers, and the controversies as to
their authenticity have made them a subject
of interest to all Masonic scholars. Bro.
Albert Pike, the Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, published
them, in 1872, in Latin, French, and English ; and I avail myself of his exhaustive
annotations, because he has devoted to the
investigation of their origin and their authenticity more elaborate care than any
other writer.
Of these Constitutions, there are two examplars, one in French and one in Latin,
between which there are, however, some
material differences. For a long time the
French examplar only was known in this
country. It is supposed by Bro. Pike that
it was brought to Charleston by Count de
;

known

in France until after the RevoIn 1884, they were accepted as authentic by the Supreme Council of France,

not

lution.

and published there

in the

same

year.

A

copy of this was published in America, in
1859, by Bro. Pike. These Latin Constitutions of 1786 have been recently accepted
by the Supreme Council of the Southern
Jurisdiction in preference to the French version.
Most of the other Supreme Councils
those, namely, of England and Wales,
of Italy, and of South America,
have

—

—

adopted them as the law of the Rite, repudiating the French version as of no authority.
The definite and well authorized conclu-.
sions to which Bro. Pike has arrived on

the

subject of these Constitutions have
been expressed by that eminent Mason in
the following language
" We think we may safely say, that the
charge that the Grand Constitutions were
forged at Charleston is completely disproved, and that it will be contemptible

hereafter to repeat it. No set of speculating Jews constituted the Supreme Council
established there and those who care for
the reputations of Colonel Mitchell, and
Doctors Dalcho,Auld, and Moultrie, may
well afford to despise the scurrilous libels
of the Ragons, Clavels, and Folgers.
"And, secondly, that it is not by any
means proven or certain that the Constitutions were not really made at Berlin, as
they purport to have been, and approved
by Frederick.
think that the preponderance of the evidence, internal and external, is on the side of their authenticity,
apart from the positive evidence of the certificate of 1832.
" And, thirdly, that the Supreme Council
at Charleston had a perfect right to adopt
them as the law of the new Order; no
matter where, when, or by whom they
were made, as Anderson's Constitutions
were adopted in Symbolic Masonry; that
they are and always have been the law of
the Rite, because they were so adopted
and because no man has ever lawfully received the degrees of the Rite without
;

We

swearing to maintain them as

its

supreme
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for as to the articles themselves, there and answer to a charge preferred against
no substantial difference between the him in a court of justice.
In Masonic
French and Latin copies.
jurisprudence, it is disobedience of or re"And, fourthly, that there is not one bellion against superior authority, as when
particle of proof of any sort, circumstan- a Mason refuses to obey the edict of his
tial or historical, or by argument from imLodge, or a Lodge refuses to obey that of
probability, that they are not genuine and the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge.
authentic.
In law, documents of great The punishment, in the former case, is gen;

is

age, found in the possession of those interested under them, to whom they rightfully belong, and with whom they might

erally suspension or expulsion ; in the latter, arrest of charter or forfeiture of warrant.

naturally be expected to be found, are admitted in evidence without proof, to estabThey prove themselves,
lish title or facts.
and to be avoided must be disproved by
evidence.
There is no evidence against the
genuineness of these Grand Constitutions."
Constitutions, Old. See Records,

where there is no Grand Lodge, but three
or more Lodges holding their Warrants of
Constitution from Grand Lodges outside
of the Territory, these Lodges may meet
who
together by their representatives,

Old.

Constitutions, Secret.

See Secret

Constitutions.

Consummatum

est. Latin. It is
phrase used in some of the
higher degrees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. It is borrowed from the expression used by our Lord when he said,
on the cross, " It is finished," meaning that
the work which had been given him to do
had been executed. It is, therefore, appropriately used in the closing ceremonies to
indicate that the sublime work of the definished.

A

grees is finished, so that all
peace.

may

retire in

Contemplative. To contemplate

is,

watch and inspect the Temple.
The augur among the Romans, having
taken his stand on the Capitoline Hill,
marked out with his wand the space in the
heavens he intended to consult. This space
he called the templum.
Having divided
his templum into two parts from top to
bottom, he watched to see what would
occur. The watching of the templum was
called contemplating ; and hence those who
devoted themselves to meditation upon sacred subjects assumed this title.
Thus,
among the Jews, the Essenes and the

literally, to

Therapeutists, and, among the Greeks, the
school of Pythagoras, were contemplative
sects.
Among the Freemasons, the word
speculative is used as equivalent to contemplative.
See Speculative Masonry.
Continental Liodges. This' expression is used throughout this work, as it
constantly is by English writers, to designate the Lodges on the continent of Europe
which retain many usages which have either
been abandoned by, or never were observed
in, the Lodges of England, Ireland, and
Scotland, as well as the United States of
America. The words Continental Masonry
are employed in the same sense.
Contumac^y. In civil law, it is the refusal or neglect of a party accused to appear

y

Convention.

In a State or Territory

—

should properly be the first three officers
of each Lodge,
and take the necessary
steps for the organization of a Grand Lodge
in that State or Territory. This preparatory
meeting is called a Convention. A President and Secretary are chosen, and a Grand
Lodge is formed by the election of a Grand
Master and other proper officers, when the
old warrants are returned to the Grand
Lodges, and new ones taken out from the
newly-formed Grand Lodge. Not less than
three Lodges are required to constitute a
Convention. The first Convention of this
kind ever held was that of the four old
Lodges of London, which met at the AppleTree Tavern, in February, 1717, and formed
the Grand Lodge of England.
Convention Xight. A title sometimes given in the minutes of English
Lodges to a Lodge of emergency. Thus,
in the minutes of Constitution Lodge, No.
390, (London,) we read: "This being a
Convention Night to consider the state of
the Lodge," etc.
Conversation. Conversation among
the brethren during Lodge hours is forbidden by the Charges of 1722 in these
words " You are not to hold private committees or separate conversation without
leave from the Master."
Convocation. The meetings of Chap-

—

:

Royal Arch Masons are so called
from the Latin convocatio, a calling toIt seems very properly to refer to
gether.
the convoking of the dispersed Masons at
Jerusalem to rebuild the second Temple,
of which every Chapter is a representation.
ters of

Convocation, Grand. The
ing of a

Grand Chapter

is

meet-

so styled.

Cooke's Manuscript.

The

old

document commonly known among Masonic scholars as " Matthew Cooke's Manuscript," because it was first given to the
public by that distinguished brother, was
published by him, in 1861, from the original
in the British Museum, which institution
purchased it, on the 14th of October, 1859,
from Mrs. Caroline Baker.

Its principal

;

value
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derived from the

is

fact, as

Brother

Cooke remarks, that until its appearance
"there was no prose work of such undoubted antiquity known to be in existence on the subject."
Brother Cooke gives the following account of the MS. in his preface to its republication :
"By permission of the Trustees of the
British Museum, the following little work
has been allowed to be copied and published in its entire form. The original is
to be found among the additional manuscripts in that national collection, and is

numbered 23,198.
"Judging from the character of the
handwriting and the form of contractions
employed by the scribe, it was most probably written in the latter portion of the fifteenth century, [about 1490, says Hughan,]
and may be considered a very clear specimen of the penmanship of that period.
" By whom or for whom it was originally
penned there is no means of ascertaining
but, from the style, it may be conjectured
to have belonged to some Master of the
Craft, and to have been used in assemblies
of Masons as a text-book of the traditional
history and laws of the Fraternity."

Cope-stone. See Cape-Stone.
Cord, Hindu Sacred. See

Zen-

naar.

Cord, Silver. See Silver Cord.
Cord, Threefold. See Threefold
Cord.

Cordon. The Masonic decoration,
which in English is called the collar, is
styled by the French Masons the cordon.
Corinthian Order.

This

is

the

lightest and most ornamental of the pure
orders, and possesses the highest degree of
richness and detail that architecture attained under the Greeks. Its capital is its
great distinction, and is richly adorned

with leaves of acanthus, olive, etc., and
other ornaments. The column of Beauty
which supports the Lodge is of the Corinthian order, and its appropriate situation
and symbolic officer are in the South.
Corner, North-East. See NortkEast Corner.

Corner-Stone,
the.

Symbolism of

The

corner-stone is the stone which
lies at the corner of two walls, and forms
the corner of the foundation of an edifice.
In Masonic buildings it is now always
placed in the north-east but this rule was
not always formerly observed. As the
foundation on which the entire structure is
supposed to rest, it is considered by Operative Masons as the most important stoue in
the edifice. It is laid with impressive ceremonies the assistance of Speculative Masons is often, and ought always to be, in;

;

vited to give dignity to the occasion

;

and

purpose Freemasonry has provided
an especial ritual which is to govern the
proper performance of that duty.
Among the ancients the corner-stone of
important edifices was laid with impressive
ceremonies. These are well described by

for this

Tacitus in the history of the rebuilding
of the Capitol. After detailing the preliminary ceremonies, which consisted in a
procession of vestals, who with chaplets of
flowers encompassed the ground and consecrated it by libations of living water, he
adds that, after solemn prayer, Helvidius,
to whom the care of rebuilding the Capitol

had been committed, "

laid his

hand upon

that adorned the foundation
stone, and also the cords by which it was to
be drawn to its place. In that instant the
magistrates, the priests, the senators, the
Eoman knights, and a number of citizens,
all acting with one effort and general demonstrations of joy, laid hold of the ropes
and dragged the ponderous load to its destined spot. They then threw in ingots of
gold and silver, and other metals which had
never been melted in the furnace, but still
the

fillets

retained,

untouched by human

art, their

formation in the bowels of the earth."
The symbolism of the corner-stone when
duly laid with Masonic rites is full of significance, which refers to its form, to its
situation, to its permanence, and to its confirst

secration.
As to its form, it must be perfectly square
on its surfaces, and in its solid contents

Now the square is a symbol of
morality, and the cube of truth. In its
situation it lies between the north, the
plaee of darkness, and the east, the place
of light; and hence this position symbolizes the Masonic progress from darkness
a cube.

to light,

and from ignorance

to knowledge.

The permanence and
corner-stone,

which

durability of the
lasts long after the

building in whose foundation it was placed
has fallen into decay, is intended to remind
the Mason that, when this earthly house
of his tabernacle shall have passed away,
he has within him a sure foundation of
eternal life— a corner-stone of immortality
an emanation from that Divine Spirit
which pervades all nature, and which,
therefore, must survive the tomb, and rise,
triumphant and eternal, above the decaying dust of death and the grave.
The stone, when deposited in its appropriate place, is carefully examined with the
necessary implements of Operative Mathe square, the level, and the
sonry,
plumb, themselves all symbolic in meaning,
and is then declared to be "well
formed, true, and trusty." Thus the Mason is taught that his virtues are to be

—

—
—

;
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tested by temptation aud trial, by suffering
and adversity, before they can be pronounced by the Master Builder of souls to
be materials worthy of the spiritual build-

ing of eternal life, fitted, " as living stones,
for that house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens."
And lastly, in the ceremony of depositing
the corner-stone, the elements of Masonic
consecration are produced, and the stone is
solemnly set apart by pouring corn, wine,
and oil upon ite surface, emblematic of the
Nourishment, Refreshment, and Joy which
are to be the rewards of a faithful performance of duty.
The corner-stone does not appear to have
been adopted by any of the heathen nations, but to have been as the ebenpinah, peculiar to the Jews, from whom it descended
In the Old Testament, it
to the Christians.
seems always to have denoted a prince or
high personage, and hence the Evangelists
constantly use it in reference to Christ, who
In Mais called the " chief corner-stone."
sonic symbolism, it signifies a true Mason,
and therefore it is the first character which
the Apprentice is made to represent after
his initiation has been completed.
Corn of IVonrisliiueiit. One of
the three elements of Masonic consecration.
See Com, Wine, and Oil.
Corn, Wine, and Oil. Corn, wine,
and oil are the Masonic elements of consecration.
The adoption of these symbols
is supported
by the highest antiquity.
Corn, wine, and oil were the most important productions of Eastern countries
they constituted the wealth of the people,
and were esteemed as the supports of life
David
and the means of refreshment.
enumerates them among the greatest blessings that we enjoy, and spealis of them as
"wine that maketh glad the heart of man,
and oil to make his face shine, and bread
which strengtheneth man's heart."
Ps.
civ. 14.
In devoting anything to religious
purposes, the anointing with oil was considered as a necessary part of the ceremony,
a rite which has descended to Christian nations.
The tabernacle in the wilderness,
and all its holy vessels, were, by God's express command, anointed with oil; Aaron
and his two sons were set apart for the
priesthood with the same ceremony and
the prophets and kings of Israel were consecrated to their offices by the same rite.
Hence, Freemasons' Lodges, which are but
temples to the Most High, are consecrated
to the sacred purposes for which they were
built by strewing corn, wine, and oil upon
the " Lodge," the emblem of the Holy Ark.
Thus does this mystic ceremony instruct
us to be nourished with the hidden manna
of righteousness, to be refreshed with the
;
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of the Lord, and to rejoice with joy
unspeakable in the riches of divine grace.
" Wherefore, my brethren," says the venerable Harris, {Disc. iv. 81,) "wherefore do
you carry corn, wine, and oil in your processions, but to remind you that in the
pilgrimage of human life you are to imEart a portion of your bread to feed the
ungry, to send a cup of your wine to cheer
the sorrowful, and to pour the healing oil
of your consolation into the wounds which
sickness hath made in the bodies, or affliction rent in the hearts, of your fellow-travellers ?

"

In processions, the corn alone is carried
in a golden pitcher, the wine and oil are
placed in silver vessels, and this is to remind us that the first, as a necessity and
the "staff of life," is of more importance
and more worthy of honor than the others,
which are but comforts.
Cornucopia. The horn of plenty.

The

old pagan

myth

tells

us that Zeus was

nourished during his infancy in Crete by
the daughters of Melissus, with the milk of
the goat Amalthea. Zeus, when he came
to the empire of the world, in gratitude
placed Amalthea in the heavens as a constellation, and gave one of her horns to his
nurses, with the assurance that it should
furnish them with a never failing supply
of whatever they might desire. Hence it
is a symbol of abundance, and as such has
been adopted as the jewel of the Stewards
of a Lodge, to remind them that it is their
duty to see that the tables are properly furnisiied at refreshment, and that every brother is suitably provided for. Among the
deities whose images are to be found in
the ancient Temples at Elora, in Hindustan, is the goddess Ana Puma, whose name

compounded of Ana, signifying corn,
and Puma, meaning plenty. She holds a
corn measure in her hand, and the lyhole
therefore very clearly has the same allusion
as the Masonic Horn of plenty.
is

Correspondence.

See Committee on

Foreign Correspondence.

Corresponding Grand SecreAn officer of a Grand Lodge to
whom was formerly intrusted, in some

tary.

Grand Lodges, the Foreign Correspondence of the body. The office is now disused, being retained only in the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts.

Corybantes, Mysteries of. Eites
instituted in Phrygia in honor of Atys, the
lover of Cybele. The goddess was supposed first to bewail the death of her lover,
and afterwards to rejoice for his restoration
to life. The ceremonies were a scenical
representation of this alternate lamentation
and rejoicing, and of the sufl'erings of Atys,
who was placed in an ark or coffin during

COSMOPOLITE

COUSTOS

the mournful part of the orgies. If the description of these rites, given by SainteCroix from various ancient authorities, be
correct, they were but a modification of the
Eleusinian mysteries.
Cosmopolite. The third degree of
the Rite of African Architects.
Council. In several of the high degrees of Masonry the meetings are styled
Councils as a Council of Royal and Select Masters, or Princes of Jerusalem, or
Knights of the Red Cross.
Council Cliamber. A part of the
room in which the ceremonies of the
Knights of the Red Cross are performed.

Courtesy. Politeness of manners, as
the result of kindness of disposition, was
one of the peculiar characteristics of the
knights of old. " No other human laws
enforced," says M. de St. Palaye, " as chivalry did, sweetness and modesty of temper,
and that politeness which the word courtesy
find,
was meant perfectly to express."
therefore, in the ritual of Templarism, the
phrase " a true and courteous knight; " and
knights Templars are in the habit of closing their letters to each other with the expression. Yours in all knightly courtesy.
Courtesy is also a Masonic virtue, because
it is the product of a feeling of kindness; but
it is not so specifically spoken of in the sym-
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Council, Orand. See Grand Council.
Council of Knights of the Red

A

body in which the iirst degree
of the Templar system in this country is
It is held under the Charter of
conferred.
aCommanderyof Knights Templars, which,
when meeting as a council, is composed

Cross.

A

Sovereign
of the following officers:
Master, Chancellor, Master of the Palace,
Prelate, Master of Despatches, Master of
Cavalry, Master of Infantry, Standard
Bearer,

Sword Bearer, Warder, and Sentinel.

Conncil of Royal and Select
Masters. The united body in which the
Royal and Select degrees are conferred.
In some jurisdictions this Council confers
also the degree of Super-Excellent Master.

Conncil of Royal

llastei*s.

The

body in which the degree of Royal Master,
the eighth in the American Rite, is conferred.
It receives its Charter from a
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, and has the following officers Thrice
Illustrious
Grand Master, Illustrious
Hiram of Tyre, Principal Conductor of
the Works, Master of the Exchequer, Mas:

ter of Finances,

Captain of the Guards,
Conductor of the Council, and Steward.

Council of Select Masters. The
body in which the degree of Select Masters, the ninth in the American Rite, is
conferred. It receives its Charter from a
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters.

Its

officers are:

Grand Master,

Thrice Illustrious

Illustrious

Hiram

of Tyre,
Principal Conductor of the Works, Treasurer, Recorder, Captain of the Guards,
Conductor of the Council, and Steward.
Council of the Trinity. An independent Masonic jurisdiction, in which are
conferred the degrees of Knight of the
Christian Mark, and Guard of the Conclave, Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, and
the Holy and Thrice Illustrious Order of
the Cross. They are conferred after the
Encampment degrees. They are Christian
degrees, and refer to the crucifixion.

Council, Supreme.
Council.

See Supreme

We

bolic degrees, where brotherly love assumes
its place, as it is in the orders of knighthood.
The sufferings inCoustos,
flicted, in 1743, by the Inquisition at Lisbon,

John.

en John Coustos, a Freemason, and the
Master of a Lodge in that city and the
fortitude with which he endured the severest
tortures, rather than betray his trusts and
reveal the secrets that had been confided to
him. constitute an interesting episode in
;

the history of Freemasonry. Coustos, after
returning to England, published, in 1746,
a book, detailing his sufferings, from which
the reader is presented with the following
abridged narrative.
John Coustos was born at Berne, in
Switzerland, but emigrated, in 1716, with
his father to England, where he became a
naturalized subject. In 1743 he removed
to Lisbon, in Portugal, and began the practice of his profession, which was that of a
lapidary, or dealer in precious stones.
In consequence of the bull or edict of

Pope Clement XII. denouncingtheMasonic
institution, the Lodges at Lisbon were not
held at public houses, as was the custom in
England and other Protestant countries,
but privately, at the residences of the

members. Of one of these Lodges, Couswho was a zealous Mason, was elected
the Master. A female, who was cognizant
of the existence of the Lodge over which

tos,

Coustos presided, revealed the circumstance
to her confessor, declaring that, in her
opinion, the members were "monsters in
nature, who perpetrated the most shocking
crimes. "
In consequence of this information, it was resolved, by the Inquisition,
that Coustos should be arrested and subjected to the tender mercies of the " Holy
Office."
He was accordingly seized, a few
nights afterwards, in a coflee-house
the
public pretence of the arrest being that he
was privy to the stealing of a diamond, of

—

which they had

falsely accused another
jeweller, the friend and Warden of Coustos,
whom also they had a short time previously
arrested.

:

COUSTOS
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Coustos was then carried to the prison of threatening me, in case I did not comply."
the Inquisition, and after having been But Coustos firmly and fearlessly refused to
searched and deprived of all his money, violate his obligations.
papers, and other things that he had about
After several other interviews, in which
him, he was led to a lonely dungeon, in the effort was unavailingly made to extort
which he was immured, being expressly from him a renunciation of Masonry, he
forbidden to speak aloud or knock against was subjected to the torture of which he
the walls, but if he required anything, to gives the following account
" I was instantly conveyed to the torturebeat with a padlock that hung on the outward door, and which he could reach by room, built in form of a square tower,
thrusting his arm through the iron grate. where no light appeared but what two can" It was there," says he, " that, struck with dles gave and to prevent the dreadful cries
the horrors of a place of which I had and shocking groans of the unhappy victims
heard and read such baleful descriptions, I from reaching the ears of the other prisoners,
plunged at once into the blackest melan- the doors are lined with a sort of quilt.
" The reader will naturally suppose that
choly; especially when I reflected on the
dire consequences with which my confine- I must be seized with horror, wihen, at my
ment might very possibly be attended."
entering this infernal place, I saw myself,
On the next day he was led, bare-headed, on a sudden, surrounded by six wretches,
before the President and four Inquisitors, who, after preparing the tortures, stripped
who, after having made him reply on oath me naked, (all to linen drawers,) when,
to several questions respecting his name, laying me on my back, they began to lay
his parentage, his place of birth, his reli- hold of every part of my body.
First, they
gion, and the time he had resided in Lisbon, put round my neck an iron collar, which
exhorted him to make a full confession of was fastened to the scaffold they then fixed
all the crimes he had ever committed in
a ring to each foot and this being done,
the whole course of his life but, as he re- they stretched my limbs with all their
fused to make any such confession, declar- might. They next wound two ropes round
ing that, from his infancy, lie had been each arm, and two round each thigh, which
taught to confess not to man but to God, ropes passed under the scaffold, through
he was again remanded to his dungeon.
holes made for that purpose, and were all
Three days after, he was again brought drawn tight at the same time, by four men,
before the Inquisitors, and the examination upon a signal made for this purpose.
" The reader will believe that my pains
was renewed. This was the first occasion
on which the subject of Freemasonry was must be intolerable, when I solemnly deintroduced, and there Coustos for the first clare that these ropes, which were of the size
time learned that he had been arrested and of one's little finger, pierced through my
imprisoned solely on account of his con- flesh quite to the bone, making the blood
nection with the forbidden Institution.
gush out at eight different places that were
The result of this conference was, that thus bound. As I persisted in refusing to
Coustos was conveyed to a deeper dungeon, discover any more than what has been seen
and kept there in close confinement for in the interrogatories above, the ropes were
several weeks, during which period he was thus drawn together four different times.
taken three times before the Inquisitors. At my side stood a physician and a surIn the first of these examinations they geon, who often felt my temples, to judge
again introduced the subject of Free- of the danger I might be in
by which
masonry, and declared that if the Institu- means ray tortures were suspended, at intion was as virtuous as their prisoner con- tervals, that I might have an opportunity
tended that it was, there was no occasion for of recovering myself a little.
" Whilst I was thus suffering, they were
concealing so industriously the secrets of it.
Coustos did not reply to this objection to the so barbarously unjust as to declare, that,
Inquisitorial satisfaction, and he was re- were I to die under the torture, I should be
manded back to his dungeon, where a few guilty, by my obstinacy, of self-murder. In
days after he fell sick.
fine, the last time the ropes were drawn
After his recovery, he was again taken tight, I grew so exceedingly weak, occabefore the Inquisitors, who asked him sev- sioned by the blood's circulation being
eral new questions with regard to the tenets stopped, and the pains I endured, that I
of Freemasonry
among others, whether fainted quite away insomuch that I was
he, since his abode in Lisbon, had received carried back to my dungeon, without perany Portuguese into the society ? He re- ceiving it.
"These barbarians, finding that the torplied that he had not.
When he was next brought before them, tures above described could not extort any
" they insisted," he says, " upon my letting further discovery from me; but that, the
them into the secrets of Freemasonry; more they made me suffer, the more fer;

;

;

;

—

—

;
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my

supplications, for pavently I addressed
tience, to heaven ; they were so inhuman,
six weeks after, as to expose me to another
kind of torture, more grievous, if possible,
than the former. They made me stretch

my arms in such a manner that the
my hands were turned outward

of

;

palms
when,

by the help of a rope that fastened them
together at the wrist, and which they turned
by an engine, they drew thera gently nearer
to one another behind, in such a manner
that the back of each hand touched, and
exactly parallel one to another;
whereby both my shoulders were dislocated, and a considerable quantity of blood
issued from my mouth. This torture was
repeated thrice; after which I was again
taken to my dungeon, and put into the
hands of physicians and surgeons, who, in

stood

setting

my bones,

put

me

to exquisite pain.

''Two months after, being a little recovered, I was again conveyed to the tortureroom, and there made to undergo another
The reader
kind of punishment twice.
may judge of its horror, from the following
description thereof.
" The torturers turned twice around my
body a thick iron chain, which, crossing
upon my stomach, terminated afterwards at
my wrists. They next set my back against

a thick board, at each extremity whereof
was a pulley, through which there ran a
rope, that catched the ends of the chains at
my wrists. The tormentors then stretched
these ropes, by means of a roller, pressed
or bruised my stomach, in proportion as the
means were drawn tighter. They tortured
me on this occasion to such a degree, that
my wrists and shoulders were put out ofjoint.
" The surgeons, however, set them presently after; but the barbarians not yet
having satiated their cruelty, made me
undergo this torture a second time, which
I did with fresh pains, though with equal
constancy and resolution. I was then remanded back to my dungeon, attended by

London, where he published the account
of his sufferings in a book entitled " The
Sufferings of John Coustos for Freemasonry,
and his refusing to turn Catholic, in the
Inquisition at Lisbon, &c., &c." London,
8vo, 400 pages. Such a narrative
1746
is well worthy of being read. John Coustos
has not, by his literary researches, added
anything to the learning or science of our
Order; yet, by his fortitude and fidelity
under the severest sufferinga, inflicted to
extort from him a knowledge he was bound
to conceal, he has shown that Freemasonry
makes no idle boast in declaring that its
secrets " are locked up in the depository of
;

faithful breasts."

Couvreur. Tbe title ofan oflScer in a
French Lodge, equivalent to the English
Tiler.

A

French exCouTrir le Temple.
pression for the English one to close the
it has also another significacover the Temple to a brother," means, in French Masonic language,
to exclude him from the Lodge.
Covenant of Masonry. As a covenant is defined to be a contract or agree-

Lodge.

tion.

But

"To

ment between two or more parties on certain
terms, there can be no doubt that when a
man is made a Mason he enters into a covenant with the Institution. On his part
he promises to fulfil certain promises and
to discharge certain duties, for which, on
the other part, the Fraternity bind themselves by an equivalent covenant of friendThis coveship, protection, and support.
nant must of course be repeated and modified with every extension of the terms of

agreement on both sides. The covenant of
an Entered Apprentice is different from
that of a Fellow Craft, and the covenant
of the latter from that of a Master Mason.
As we advance in Masonry our obligations
increase, but the covenant of each degree
is not the less permanent or binding because that of a succeeding one has been suthe surgeons, who d,ressed my bruises and peradded. The second covenant does not
here I continued until their auto-da-j&, or impair the sanctity of the first.
gaol delivery."
This covenant of Masonry is symbolized
On that occasion, he was sentenced to and sanctioned by the most important and
work at the galleys for four years. Soon, essential of all the ceremonies of the Instihowever, after he had commenced the tution. It is the very foundation stone
degrading occupation of a galley slave, which supports the whole edifice, and, unthe injuries which he had received during less it be properly laid, no superstructure
his inquisitorial tortures having so much can with any safety be erected.
It is inimpaired his health, that he was unable to deed the covenant that makes the Mason.
undergo the toils to which he had been
A matter so important as this, in estabcondemned, he was sent to the infirmary, lishing the relationship of a Mason with
wliere he remained until October, 1744, the Craft,
this baptism, so to speak, by
when he was released upon the demand of which a member is inaugurated into the
the British minister, as a subject to the Institution,
must of course be attended
He was, however, with the most solemn and binding ceremoking of England.
ordered to leave the country. This, it may nies. Such has been the case in all counbe supposed, he gladly did, and repaired to tries. Covenants have always been solem;

—
—

:

parts thereof,
" The princes of Judah,

and the princes of
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and
all the people of the land, which passed
between the parts of the calf;
" I will even give them into the hand of
their enemies, and into the hand of them
that seek their life and their dead bodies
shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven,
and to the beasts of the earth." Jeremiah
xxxiv. 18, 19, 20.
These ceremonies, thus briefly alluded to
in the passages which have been quoted, were
:

performed in

full,

as follows.

Masonic student will not

fail

The attentive
to observe the

analogies to those of his own Order.
The parties entering into a covenant first
selected a proper animal, such as a calf or
a kid among the Jews, a sheep among the
Greeks, or a pig among the Romans. The
throat was then cut across, with a single
blow, so as to completely divide the windpipe and arteries, without touching the
bone. Tliis was the first ceremony of the
covenant. The second was to tear open
the breast, to take from thence the heart
^nd vitals, and if on inspection the least imperfection was discovered, the body was
considered unclean, and thrown aside for
another. The third ceremony was to divide the body in twain, and to place the
two parts to the north and south, so that
the parties to the covenant might pass
between them, coming from the east and
going to the west. The carcass was then
left as a prey to the wild beasts of the
field and the vultures of the air, and thus

the covenant was

ratified.

;:

COWAN

COVENANT
nized with certain solemn forms and religious observances which gave them a sacred
sanction in the minds of the contracting
parties.
The Hebrews, especially, invested
their covenants with the most imposing
ceremonies.
The first mention of a covenant in form
that is met with in Scripture is that recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Genesis,
where, to confirm it, Abraham, in obedience to the Divine command, took a heifer,
a she-goat, and a ram, "and divided them in
the midst, and laid each piece one against
another." This dividing a victim into two
parts, that the covenanting parties might
pass between them, was a custom not confined to the Hebrews, but borrowed from
them by all the heathen nations.
In the book of Jeremiah it is again alluded
to, and the penalty for the violation of the
covenant is also expressed.
" And I will give the men that have
transgressed my covenant, which have not
performed the words of my covenant which
they have made before me, when they out
the calf in twain, and passed between the

:
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Covering of the Xiodge. As

the

lectures tell us that our ancient brethren
met on the highest hills and lowest vales,
from this it is inferred that, as the meetings
were thus in the open air, the only covering

must have been the over-arching vault of
heaven. Hence, in the symbolism of Masonry, the covering of the Lodge is said to
be "a clouded canopy or starry- decked
heaven." The terrestrial Lodge of labor
is thus intimately connected with the celestial Lodge of eternal refreshment.
The
symbolism is still farther extended to remind us that the whole world is a Mason's
Lodge, and heaven its sheltering cover.
Cowan. This is a purely Masonic
term, and signifies in

its

technical

meaning

an intruder, whence it is always coupled
with the word eavesdropper. It is not found
in any of the old manuscripts of the Eng-

Masons anterior to the eighteenth century, unless we suppose that lowen, met
with in many of them, is a clerical error of
the copyists. It occurs in the Schaw manulish

a Scotch record which bears the
date of 1598, in the following passage
" That no Master nor Fellow of Craft receive any cowans to work in his society or
company, nor send none of his servants to
work with cowans." In the second edition
of Anderson's Constitutions, published in
1738, we find the word in use among the
English Masons, thus " But Free and Accepted Masons shall not allow cowans to
work with them, nor shall they be employed by cowans without an urgent necessity
and even in that case they shall not
teach cowans, but must have a separate
communication." There can, I think, be
but little doubt that the word, as a Masonic
term, comes to us from Scotland, and it is
therefore in the Scotch language that we
must look for its signification.
Now, Jamieson, in his Scottish Dictionary, gives us the following meanings of the
script,

:

;

word:
" Cowan, s. 1.
A term of contempt
applied to one who does the work of a Mason, but has not been regularly bred.
" 2. Also used to denote one who builds dry
walls, otherwise denominated a dry-diker.
" 3. One unacquainted with the secrets
of Freemasonry."
And he gives the following examples as
his authorities

"
boat-carpenter, joiner, cmvan (or
builder of stone without mortar), get Is. at
the minimum and good maintenance.' P.
Morven, Argyles. Statistic. Acct., X., 267. N.
" Cowans.
Masons who build dry-stone
dikes or walls.' P. Halkirk, Carthn. Statistic. Acct, XIX., 24. N."
In the Sob Boy of Scott, the word is used
by Allan Inverach, who says
'

'

A

CREED

CRAFT

192

" She does not value a

Cawmil mair

as a

cowan."

The word has therefore, 1 think, come to
the English Fraternity directly from the
Operative Masons of Scotland, among whom
it was used to denote a pretender, in the
exact sense of the first meaningofJamieson.
There is no word that has given Masonic
scholars more trouble than this in tracing
its derivation.
Many years ago, I sought
to find its root in the Greek kvuv, kudn, a
dog; and referred to the fact that in the
early ages of the Church, when the mysteries of the new religion were communicated
only to initiates under the veil of secrecy,
infidels were called " dogs," a term probably
suggested by such passages as Matthew
vii. 6, "Give not that which is holy to
dogs " or, Philip, iii. 2, " Beware of dogs,
beware of evil workers, beware of the concision."
This derivation has been adopted
by Oliver, and many other writers; and
although I am not now inclined to insist
upon it, I still think it a very probable one,
which may serve until a better shall be proposed. Jamieson's derivations are from the
old Swedish kujon, kuzhjohn, a silly fellow,
and the French coion, coyon, a coward, a
base fellow. No matter how we get the
word, it seems always to convey an idea of
contempt. The attempt to derive it from the
chouans of the French revolution is manifestly absurd, for it has been shown that
the word was in use long before the French
revolution was even meditated.
Craft. It is from the Saxon crw/t,
which indirectly signifies skill or dexterity
;

any

art. In reference to this skill, therethe ordinary acceptation is a trade or
mechanical art, and collectively, the persons practising it. Hence, " the Craft," in
Speculative Masonry, signifies the whole
body of Freemasons, wherever dispersed.

in

fore,

Craft Masonry, Ancient.

See

Ancient Oraft Masonry.

Crafted.

A

word sometimes

collo-

quially used, instead of the Lodge term
"passed," to designate the advancement of
a candidate to the second degree. It is not
only a colloquialism, but I think also an

Americanism.

Craftsman. A

Mason. The word
meant any one skilful in his

originally

and is so used by our early
Thus Chaucer, in his Knights'
art,

1889, says

writers.
Tale,

v

:

" For in the land there was no craftesman.
That geometry or arametrike can.
Nor pourtrayor, nor carver of images.
That Theseus ne gave him meat and wages.

The

theatre to

Create.

make and

to devise."

Inchivalry, when any one received the ordpr of knighthood, he was said

"
be oreated a knight. The word " dub
had also the same meaning. The word
ci-eated is used in Commanderies of Knights
Templars to denote the elevation of a candidate to that degree. See Bub.
to

Creation. Preston {Itlust., B. I., Sect. 3.)
From the commencement of the
world, we may trace the foundation of

says,

Ever since symmetry began,
and harmony displayed her charms, our
Order has had a being." Language like
this has been deemed extravagant, and justly, too, if the words are to be taken in their

Masonry.

The idea that the Order of
coeval with the creation, is so
absurd, that the pretension cannot need
refutation.
But the fact is, that Anderson, Preston, and other writers who have
indulged in such statements, did not mean
by the word Masonry anything like an organized Order or Institution bearing any
resemblance to the Freemasonry of the
present day. They simply meant to indicate that the great moral principles on
which Freemasonry is ibunded, and by
which it professes to be guided, have always formed a part of the divine government, and been presented to man from his
first creation for his acceptance. The words
quoted from Preston are unwise, because
tliey are liable to misconstruction.
But the
symbolic idea which they intended to convey, namely, that Masonry is truth, and
that truth is co-existent with man's creation, is correct, and cannot be disputed.
Creed,
Mason's. Although Freemasonry is not a dogmatic theology, and is
tolerant in the admission of men of every
religious faith, it would be wrong to suppose that it is without a creed. On the
contrary, it has a creed, the assent to which
it rigidly enforces, and the denial of which
is absolutely incompatible with membership in the Order. This creed consists of
two articles: First, a belief in God, the
Creator of all things, who is therefore recognized as the Grand Architect of the
Universe; and secondly, a belief in the
eternal life, to which this present life is
but a preparatory and probationary state.
To the first of these articles assent is explicitly required as soon as the threshold
of the Lodge is crossed. The second is expressively taught by legends and symbols,
and must be implicitly assented to by every
Mason, especially by those who have received the third degree, which is altogether
founded on the doctrine of the resurrection

literal sense.

Masonry

is

A

to a

second

life.

At the revival of Masonry in 1717, the
Grand Lodge of England set forth the law,
as to the religious 'creed to be required of a
Mason, in the following words, to be found
in the charges approved by that body.

,

;

;

CEEUZEE

CROMWELL

" In ancient times, Masons were charged
in every country to be of the religion of
that country or nation, whatever it was
yet it is now thought more expedient only
to oblige them to that religion in which all
men agree, leaving their particular opinions
to themselves."
This is now considered universally as the
recognized law on the subject.

the moral law, because they deny its validity and contemn its sanctions
and hence
they are to be classed as Masonic crimes.
Again the moral law inculcates love of
God, love of our neighbor, and duty to ourEach of these embraces other inselves.

Creuzer,

Georg Friederich.

George Frederick Creuzer, who was born
in Germany in 1771, and was a professor at
the University of Heidelberg, devoted himself to the

study of the ancient religions,
and, with profound learning, established a
peculiar system on the subject. His theory
was, that the religion and mythology of the
ancient Greeks were borrowed from a far
more ancient people,
a body of priests
coming from the East,
who received them
as a revelation. The myths and traditions
of this ancient people were adopted by
Hesiod, Homer, and the later poets, although not without some misunderstanding
of them; and they were finally preserved
in the Mysteries, and became subjects of
investigation for the philosophers. This
theory Creuzer has developed in his most

—

—

important

work,

entitled

Symbolik

In

Masonry,

every otfence is a crime, because, in every
violation of a Masonic law, there is not
only sometimes an infringement of the
rights of an individual, but always, superinduced upon this, a breach and violation
of public rights and duties, which affect
the whole community of the Order considered as a community.
The first class of crimes which are laid
down in the Constitutions, as rendering
their perpetrators liable to Masonic jurisdiction, are oifences against the moral law.
" Every Mason," say the old Charges of
1722, " is obliged by his tenure to obey the
moral law." The same charge continues
the precept by asserting, that if he rightly
understands the art, he will never be a
stupid atheist, nor an irreligious libertine.
Atheism, therefore, which is a rejection of
a supreme, superintending Creator, and irreligious libertinism, which, in the language of that day, signified a denial of all
moral responsibility, are offences against

Z

;

:

duties which are obligatory on
every Mason, and the violation of any one
of which constitutes a Masonic crime.
The love of God implies that we should
abstain from all profanity and irreverent
use of his name. 'Universal benevolence is
the necessary result of love of our neighbor.
Cruelty to one's inferiors and dependents,
uncharitableness to the poor and needy, and
a general misanthropical neglect of our
duty as men to our fellow-beings, exhibiting itself in extreme selfishness and indifference to the comfort or happiness of all
others, are offences against the moral law,

cidental

and therefore Masonic crimes. Next to
violations of the moral law, in the category
of Masonic crimes, are to be considered the
transgressions of the municipal law, or the
law of the land. Obedience to constituted
authority is one of the first duties which is
impressed upon the mind of the candidate
and hence he who transgresses the laws of

und the government under which he

Mythologie der alten Volker, besonders der
Oreichen, which was published at Leipsic
in 1819. There is no translation of this
work into English; but Guigniaut published at Paris, in 1824, a paraphrastic
translation of it, under the title of Seligions de I'Antiquite considerSes prindpalement dans leur Formes Symboliques et Mythologigues. Greuzer's views throw much light
on the symbolic history of Freemasonry.
He died in 1858.

Crimes, Masonic.
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13

lives vio-

the teachings of the Order, and is
guilty of a Masonic crime. But the Order
will take no cognizance of ecclesiastical or
And this arises from the
political offences.
very nature of the society, which eschews
all controversies about national religion or
lates

Hence apostasy, heresy, and
schisms, although considered in some governments as heinous offences, and subject
to severe punishment, are not viewed as
Masonic crimes. Lastly, violations of the
Landmarks and Eegulations of the Order
are Masonic crimes. Thus, disclosure of
any of the secrets which a Mason has promised to conceal disobedience and want
of respect to Masonic superiors the bringingof " private piques or quarrels " into the
Lodge; want of courtesy and kindness to
the brethren speaking calumniously of a
Mason behind his back, or in any other way
attempting to injure him, as by striking
him except in self-defence, or violating his
domestic honor, is each a crime in Masonry.
Indeed, whatever is a violation of fidelity
to solemn engagements, a neglect of prescribed duties, or a transgression of the cardinal principles of friendship, morality, and
brotherly love, is a Masonic crime.
large stone resting on
Croinlecb.
two or more stones, like a table. Cromlechs are found in Brittany, Denmark,
Germany, and. some other parts of Europe,
and are supposed to have been used in the
Celtic mysteries.
Cromwell. The Abbe' Larudan pubstate policy.

;

;

;

A

CROMWELL

CROSS

lished at Amsterdam, in 174S, a book entitled Les France- Magons Ecrasis, of wliich
Kloss says {Bibliog. der Frcimaurerei, No.
1874,) that it is the armory from wliich all

men, and opposition to all monarchical
government. Such is the theory of the
Abb6 Larudan, who, although a bitter
enemy of Masonry, writes with seeming
But it is hardly
fairness and mildness.
necessary to say that this theory of the
origin of Freemasonry finds no support
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the abuse of Freemasonry by its enemies
has been derived. Larudan was the first
to advance in this book the theory that
Oliver Cromwell was the founder of Freemasonry. He says that Cromwell established the Order for the furtherance of his
adopting with this view,
political designs
as its governing principles, the doctrines of
;

and bestowed upon its
of Freemasons, because
his object was to engage them in the building of a new edifice, that is to say, to reform the human race by the extermination
of kings and all regal powers. He selected
for this purpose the design of rebuilding
the Temple of Solomon. This Temple,
erected by divine command, had been the
sanctuary of religion. After years of glory
and magnificence, it had been destroyed by
a formidable army. The people who there
worshipped had been conveyed to Babylon,
whence, after enduring a rigorous captivity,
they had been permitted to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. This history of the Solomonic Temple Cromwell
adopted, says Larudan, as an allegory on
which to found his new Order. The Temple in its original magnificence was man in
his primeval state of purity
its destruction and the captivity of its worshippers
typified pride and ambition, which have
abolished equality and introduced dependence among men
and the Chaldean destroyers of the glorious edifice are the
kings who have trodden on an oppressed

liberty

and

equality,

members the

title

;

;

people.
It was, continues the Abb6, in the year
1648 that Cromwell, at an entertainment
given by him to some of his friends, proposed to them, in guarded terms, the establishment of a new society, which should
secure a true worship of God, and the deliverance of man from oppression and tyranny. The proposition was received with
unanimous favor; and a few days after, at a
house in King Street, and at six o'clock in
the evening, (for the Abbe is particular as

and place,) the Order of Freemasonry was organized, its degrees established,
its ceremonies and ritual prescribed, and
several of the adherents of the future Protector initiated.
The Institution was used
by Cromwell for the advancement of his
projects, for the union of the contending
parties in England, for the extirpation
of the monarchy, and his own subsequent
elevation to supreme power.
It extended
from England into other countries, but
was always careful to preserve the same
doctrines of equality and liberty among
to time

either in the legends of the Institution, or
in the authentic history that is connected
with its rise and progress.
can find no symbolism of
Cross.
the cross in the primitive degrees of AnIt does not appear
cient Craft Masonry.

We

among

the symbols of the Apprentice, the
Fellow Craft, the Master, or the Koyal
Arch. This is undoubtedly to be attributed to the fact that the cross was considered, by those who invented those degrees, only in reference to its character as
The subsequent arcbseoa Christian sign.
logical investigations that have given to the
cross a more universal place in iconography were unknown to the rituals. It is
true, that it is referred to, under the name
of the rode or rood, in the manuscript of the
fourteenth century, published by Halliwell;
this was, however, one of the Constitutions
of the Operative Freemasons, who were
fond of the symbol, and were indebted for
it

to their ecclesiastical origin,

and

to their

connection with the Gnostics, among whom
the cross was a much used symbol. But on
the revival in 1717, when the ritual was
remodified, and differed very greatly from
that meagre one in practice among the
mediseval Masons, all allusion to the cross
was left out, because the revivalists laid
down the principle that the religion of
Speculative Masonry was not sectarian but
universal.
And although this principle
was in some points, as in the "lines parallel," neglected, the reticence as to the
Christian sign of salvation has continued
to the present day so that the cross cannot
be considered as a symbol in the primary
and original degrees of Masonry.
Butinthe high degrees, the cross has been
introduced as animportantsymbol. In some
of them,
those wliich are to be traced to
the Temple system of Eamsay,
it is to be
viewed with reference to its Christian
origin and meaning. Thus, in the original
Rose Croix and Kadosh,
no matter what
inay be the modern interpretation given to
it,
it was simply a representation of the
cross of Christ
In others of a philosophical character, such as the Ineffable degrees,
the symbolism of the cross was in all probability borrowed from the usages of antiquity, for from the earliest times and in
almost all countries the cross has been a
sacred symbol.
It is depicted on the
oldest monuments of Egypt, Assyria, Persia, and Hindustan.
It was, says Faber,
;

—

—

—

—

:

CROSS

CROSS

Cabir., ii. 390,) a symbol throughout the
(
pagan world long previous to its becoming
an object of veneration to Christians. In
ancient symbology it was a symbol of eternal life. M. de Mortillet, who in 1866
published a work entitled Le Signe de la
Oroix avant le Christianwne, found in the
very earliest epochs three principal symbols

would have in the cruciform temple a,s
much a symbolism of the world, of which
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the four cardinal points constitute the
boundaries, as we have in the square, the
cubical, and the circular.

Cross, Double.

See

Gross,

Patri-

archal.

Cross, Jerusalem.

A

Greek

cross

viz., the circle,
of universal occurrence
between four crosslets. It was adopted by
the pyramid, and the cross. Leslie, (Man's Baldwyn as the arms
Origin and Destiny, p. 312,) quoting from of the kingdom of Jehim in reference to the ancient worship of rusalem, and has since
the cross, says, " It seems to have been a been deemed a symbol
worship of such a peculiar nature as to ex- of the Holy Land. It
clude the worship of idols." This sacred- is also the jewel of the
ness of the crucial symbol may be one Knights of the Holy
reason why its form was often adopted, Sepulchre.
Symboliespecially by the Celts, in the construction cally, the four small
of their temples.
crosses typify the four
Of the Druidical veneration of the cross, wounds of the Saviour
Higgins quotes from the treatise of Sche- in the hands and feet, and the large central
dius, De Moribus Oermanorum, (xxiv.,) the cross shows forth his death for that world
following remarkable paragraph.
to which the four extremities point.
" The Druids seek studiously for an oakcross of eight
Cross, Maltese.
tree, large and handsome, growing up with points, worn by the
two principal arms in the form of a cross, Knights of Malta. It
beside the main, upright stem. Jf the two is heraldically dehorizontal arms are not sufficiently adapted scribed as "a cross
to the figure, they fasten a cross beam to it. pattee, but the exThis tree they consecrate in this manner. tremity of each patUpon the right branch they cut in the bark, tee notched at a deep
jn fair characters, the word HESUS upon angle."
The eight
the middle or upright stem, the word points are said to
TARAMIS; upon the left branch, BELE- refer symbolically to
over this, above the going oflf of the the eight beatitudes.
arms, they cut the name of God, THAU.
Cross of Constantine. See LaUnder all the same repeated, THAU. This barum.
tree, so inscribed, they make their Jcebla in
Cross of Salem. Called also the
the grove, cathedral, or summer church, Pontifical Cross, because it is borne before
towards which they direct their faces in the the pope. It is a cross, the
offices of religion."
upright piece being crossed
Mr. Brinton, in his interesting work en- by three lines, the upper and
titled Symbolism; The Myths of the New lower shorter than the midIt is the insignia
World, has the following remarks
dle one.
" The symbol that beyond all others has of the Grand Master and
fascinated the human mind, the CROSS, finds Past Grand Masters of the
of
Encampment
here its source and meaning. Scholars have Grand
pointed out its sacredness in many natural Knights Templars of the
religions, and have reverently accepted it United States, and also of
as a mystery, or ofiered scores of conflict- the Sovereign Grand Coming, and often debasing, interpretations. mander of the Supreme Council of the
It is but another symbol of the four cardinal Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite.
points, the four winds of heaven.
This will
Cross, Passion. The cross on which
luminously appear by a study of its use Jesus suffered crucifixion. It is the most
and meaning in America." (P. 95.) And common form of the cross.
Mr. Brinton gives many instances of the When rayonnant, or having rays
religious use of the cross by several of the issuing from the point of interaboriginal tribes of this continent, where section of the limbs, it is the inthe allusion, it must be confessed, seems signia of the Commander of a
evidently to be to the four cardinal points, Commandery of Knights Temor the four winds, or four spirits of the plars, according to the American
earth.
If this be so, and if it is probable system.
cross, the
that a similar reference was adopted by the
Cross, Patriarchal.
Celtic and other ancient peoples, then we upright piece being twice crossed, the up:

A

;

NUS

;

A

—

;
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CROSS

CKOSS

per arms shorter than the lower. It is
so called because it is borne before a Patriarch in the Roman
Church. It is the insignia of the officers of
Encampthe Grand

ment of Knights Templars

of

States,
sessors

third

United

the

and of

all

pos-

of the thirtydegree in the

I

the limbs deeply notched so as to make a
cross of eight points. Sir Walter Scott, with
his not unusual heraldic inaccuracy, and
Higgins, who is not often inaccurate, but
only fanciful at times, both describe the
Templar cross as having eight points, thus
confounding it with the cross of Malta.
In the statutes of the Order of the Temple,
the cross prescribed is that depicted in the
Charter of Transmission, and is a cross
patt6e.

Cross, Teutonic.

Ancient and Accepted

Cross, St. Andrew's.
cross

A

saltier or

is in the form of
the letter X. Said to be
the form of cross on which

whose decussation

St.

is

described in heraldry as

tent, sable,

Andrew suflFered marAs he is the pa-

St. Andrew's cross forms a
part of the jewel of the
Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, which
is " a brilliant star, having

in the centre a field, azure, charged with a

Andrew on the cross, gold ; pendant
therefrom the Compasses extended, . with
the Square and Segment of a Circle of 90°
the points of the Compasses resting on the
Segment. In the centre, between the
Square and Compasses, the Sun in full
glory." The St. Andrew's cross is also the
jewel of the twenty-ninth degree of the
St.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, or

Grand Scottish Knight of St. Andrew.
Cross, Tail. The cross on which St.
Anthony is said to have suffered martyrthe letter T.

form of
See Tau.

Cross,

Templar.

It is in the

Andre Favin, a French

her-

that the
of
the

Knights Templars was a
Patriarchal
Cross,
and
his History of
Knighthood, states the same

Clarke, in

but this is an error. At first, the
Templars wore a white mantle without any
IJut in 1146 Pope Eugenius III.
cross.
prescribed for them a red cross on the
breast, as a symbol
of the martyrdom to
which they were confact;

"a

for-

It

cross po-

gent (silver,) bearing
a double-headed eagle

tron ?aint of Scotland, the

aldic writer, says
original
badge

cross

(black,) charged with another
cross double potent or,
(gold,) and surcharged
with an escutcheon ar-

tyrdom.

dom.

The

merly worn by the Teutonic Knights.

Scottish Rite.

(sable).
It has been
adopted as the jewel
of tne Kadosh of the
Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite in the
United States, but the original jewel of the
degree was a Latin or Passion Cross.

Cross, Tbrice Illustrious Order

A degree formerly conferred in
country on Knights Templars, but now
extinct. Its meetings were called Councils,
and under the authority of a body which
styled itself the Ancient Council of the
Trinity.
The degree is no longer con-

of

tlie.

this

ferred.

Cross, Triple.

Bee Gross of Salem.

Cross-Bearing Men.

A name

(

Viri Cruci-

sometimes assumed by the
Rosicrucians. Thus, in the Miracula Natures, (Anno 1619,) there is a letter addressed
to the Fraternity of the Rosy Cross, which
" Philosophi Fratres, Viri Crucibegins

geri.)

:

geri,"

Brother Philosophers, Cross-Bearing

Men.
_

Crossing the River. The Kabba-

have an alphabet so called, in allusion
to the crossing of the river Euphrates by
the Jews on their return from Babylon to
Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple. It has
been adopted in some of the high degrees
which refer to that incident. Cornelius
Agrippa gives a copy of the alphabet in
his Occult Philosophy.
lists

Cross,

Jeremy li. A teacher of the

Masonic ritual, who, during his lifetime,
was extensively known, and for some time
very popular. He was born June 27, 1783,
lers was white on a at Haverhill, New Hampshire, and died
black mantle, and at the same place, in 1861. Cross was adthat of the Templars mitted into the Masonic Order in 1808, and
was different in color soon afterwards became a pupil of Thomas
but of the same form, Smith Webb, whose modifications of the
namely, a cross pattfie. In this it differed Preston lectures and of the higher degrees
from the true Maltese cross, worn by the were generally accepted by the Masons of
Knights of Malta, which was a cross pattee, the United States. Cross, having acquired
stantly exposed. The
cross of the Hospital-

CEOSS-LEGGED

CRUCEFIX

a competent knowledge of Webb's system,
began to travel and disseminate it throughoat the country.
In 1819 he published
The True Masonic Chart or Hieroglyphic
Monitor, in which he borrowed liberally
from the previous work of Webb. In fact,
the Chart of Cross is, in nearly all its parts,
a mere transcript of the Monitor of Webb,
the first edition of which was published in
1797.
Webb, it is true, took the same
liberty with Preston, from whose Illustrations of Masonry he borrowed largely.
The
engraving of the emblems constituted, however, an entirely new and original feature
in the Hieroglyphic Chart, and, as furnishing aids to the memory, rendered the book
of Cross at once very popular ; so much so,
indeed, that for a long time it almost altogether superseded that of Webb. In 1820
Cross published The Templars' Chart, which,
as a monitor of the degrees of chivalry,
met with equal success.
Both of these
works have passed through numerous edi-

land. The allusion is evidently to the funeral posture of the Templars, so that a
" cross-legged Mason " must have been at

tions.

Cross received the appointment of Grand
Lecturer from many Grand Lodges, and
travelled for many years very extensively
through the United States, teaching his
system of lectures to Lodges, Chapters,
Councils, and Encampments.
He possessed little or no scholarly attainments, and his contributions to the literature of Masonry are confined to the two
compilations already cited. In his latter
years he became involved in a schismatic
effort to establish a spurious Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
But
he soon withdrew his name, and retired to
the place of his nativity, where he died at
the advanced age of seventy-eight.

Although Cross was not a man of any
very original genius, yet a recent writer has
announced the fact that the symbol of the
monument in the third degree, unknown to
the system of either Preston or Webb, was
invented by him. See Monument.
Cross-legged Knighte. In the Middle Ages it was the custom to bury the body
of a Knight Templar with one leg crossed
over the other and on many monuments in
the churches of Europe, the effigies of these
knights are to be found, often in England,
of a diminutive size, with the legs placed
in this position.
The cross-legged posture
was not confined to the Templars, but was
appropriated to all persons who had assumed the cross and taken a vow to fight in
defence of the Christian religion. The posture, of course, alluded to the position of
the Lord while on the cross.
;
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time synonymous with a Masonic
Knight Templar.
Crotona. One of the most prominent
cities of the Greek colonists in Southern
the

Italy, where, in the sixth century,

Pythag-

oras established his celebrated school. As
the early Masonic writers were foud of
citing Pythagoras as a brother of theirCraft,
Crotona became connected with the history
of Masonry, and was often spoken of as
one of the most renowned seats of the Institution. Thus, in the Leland MS., whose
authenticity is now, however, doubted, it is
said that Pythagoras "framed a grate Lodge
at Groton, and maked many
in which sentence Oroton, it

marked,

is

Maconnes,"
must be re-

an evident corruption of Cro-

tona.

Crow. An

iron implement used to
raise heavy stones.
It is one of the working-tools of a Royal Arch Mason, and symbolically teaches him to raise his thoughts

above the corrupting influence of worldlymindedness.
Crown. A portion of Masonic regalia
worn by officers who represent a king, more
especially King Solomon.
In Ancient
Craft Masonry, however, the crown is dispensed with, the hat having taken its place.
Crown, Knight of the. See Knight
of the Crown.

Crown, Princesses of the.

[Princesses de la Couronne.)

A

species of

androgynous Masonry established at Saxony in 1770. It existed tor only a brief
period.

Crowned Martyrs.

See Four

Crowned Martyrs.

Crowning of Masonry.

Le

cou-

ronnement de la Magonnerie. The sixtyfirst degree of the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Cruceflx, Robert T. An English

Mason, distinguished for his services to the
Craft.
Robert Thomas Crucefix, M.D.,
LL.D., was born in Holborn, Eng., in the
year 1797, and received his education at Mer-

name

chant Tailors' School. After leaving school,
he became the pupil of Mr. Chamberlayne,
a general and celebrated practitioner of his
day, at Clerkenwell; he afterwards became
a student at St. Bartholomew's Hospital,
and was a pupil of the celebrated Abernethy.
On receiving his diploma as a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, in
1810 he went out to India, where he remained but a short time upon his return
he settled in London, and he continued to

given to the Knights Templars who in the
sixteenth century united themselves with
the Masonic Lodge at Sterling, in Scot-

reside there till the year 1845, when he removed to Milton-on-Thames, where he
spent the rest of his liie till within a few

Cross-legged Masons.

A

;

a

CRUCIFIX

CRUX

weeka before his decease, when he removed,

knights to Europe, and subsequently, on
the establishment by Ramsay and his contemporaries and immediate successors of
Templar Masonry, were incorporated into
the high degrees, and still exhibit their
influence.
Indeed, it is scarcely to be
doubted that many of these degrees were
invented with a special reference to the
events which occurred in Syria and PalesThus, for instance, the Scottish detine.
gree of Knights of the East and West
must have originally alluded, as its name
imports, to the legend which teaches a
division of the Masons after the Temple
was finished, when the Craft dispersed,
part remaining in Palestine, as the Assideans, whom Lawrie, citing Scaliger, calls
the " Knights of the Temple of Jerusalem,"
and another part passing over into Europe,
whence they returned on the breaking out
of the Crusades. This, of course, is but a
legend, yet the influence is felt in the invention of the higher rituals.
But the influence of the Crusades on the
Freemasons and the architecture of the
Middle Ages is of a more historical character.
In 1836, Mr. Westmacott, in a course
of lectures on art before the Royal Academy, remarked that the two principal causes
which materially tended to assist the restoration of literature and the arts in Europe
were Freemasonry and the Crusades. The
adventurers, he said, who returned from
the Holy Land brought back some ideas
of various improvements, particularly in
architecture, and, along with these, a strong

198

for the benefit of his declining health, to

Bath, where he expired February 25, 1850.
Dr. Crucefix was initiated into Masonry in
1829, and during the greater part of his life
discharged the duties of important offices
in the Grand Lodge of England, of which he
was a Grand Deacon, and in several subordinate Lodges, Chapters, and Encampments.
He was an earnest promoter of all the Masonic charities of England, of one of which,
the " Asylum for Aged and. Decayed Freemasons," he was the founder. In 1834, he established the Freemason's Quarterly Review,
and continued to edit it for six years, during
which period he contributed many valuable

—

articles to its pages.

In 1840, through the machinations of his
enemies, (for he was too great a man not to
have had some,) he incurred the displeasure
of the ruling powers; and on charges which,
undoubtedly, were not sustained by sufficient evidence, he was suspended by the

Grand Lodge

months, and retired
But he never
lost the respect of the Craft, nor the affisction of the leading Masons who were his
for six

from active Masonic

life.

contemporaries.
On his restoration, he
again began to labor in behalf of the Institution, and spent his last days in adits interests.
To his character, his
long-tried friend, the venerable Oliver, pays

vancing

this tribute. "Dr. Crucefix did not pretend
to infallibility, and, like all other public

men, he might be sometimes wrong but
from the heart, and always leaned to the side of virtue and be;

his errors were not

neficence.
He toiled incessantly for the
benefit of his brethren, and was anxious
that all inestimable blessings should be

conveyed by Masonry on mankind.

In

sickness or in health he was ever found at
his post, and his sympathy was the most
active in behalf of the destitute brother,
the widow, and the orphan. His perseverance never flagged for a moment and he
acted as though he had made up his mind to
live and die in obedience to the calls of duty."
;

Crucifix.

A

cross with the

the Saviour suspended on it.
furniture of a Commandery

image of

A part of the

of Knights
Templars and of a Chapter of Princes of
Eose Croix.
Crusades. There was between Freemasonry and the Crusades a much more
intimate relation than has generally been
supposed. In the first place, the communications frequently established by the
Crusaders, and especially the Knights

Templars, with the Saracens, led to the
acquisition, by the former, of many of the

dogmas of the

secret societies of the East,

such as the Essenes, the Assassins, and
the Druses. These were brought by the

'

desire to erect castellated, ecclesiastical,
and palatial edifices, to display the taste
they had acquired and in less than a century from the first Crusade above six hundred buildings of the above description
had been erected in southern and western
Europe. This taste was spread into almost
all countries by the establishment of the
Fraternity of Freemasons, who, it appears,
had, under some peculiar form of brotherhood, existed for an immemorial period in
Syria and other parts of the East, from
whence some bands of them migrated to
Europe, and after a time a great efflux of
these ingenious men
Italian, German,
;

—
— had

spread themcommunities through all civilized
Europe; and in all countries where they

French, Spanish,

etc.

selves in

we find the same style of architecture from that period, but difiering in some
points of treatment, as suited the climate.
Ansata.. This signifies, in Latin,
the cross with a handle. It is formed by a tau
cross surmounted by a circle or, more propsettled

Crux

an oval. It was one of the most significant of the symbols of the ancient

erly,

Egyptians, and
their

is

depicted repeatedly on
in the hancfe of

monuments borne

;

CRYPT

CUNNING

and especially Plitha.
wan the symbol of

their deities,

them

it

Among

and with that meaning it
has been introduced into some
of the higher degrees of Masonry.
The crux ansata, surrounded by a
serpent in a circle, is the symbol
of immortality, because the cross
was the symbol of life, and the
serpent of eternity.
Crypt. From the Greek,
KpiiTTTTj. A concealed place, or subterranean
vault. The caves, or cells under ground, in
which the primitive Christians celebrated
their secret worship,were called cryptse ; and
the vaults beneath our modern churches receive the name of crypts. The existence of
crypts or vaults under the Temple of Sololife,
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ing the natives to Christianity, he found
the country already occupied by a body of
priests

and their

disciples,

who were

dis-

tinguished for the pure and simple apostolic religion which they professed.
These
were the Culdees, a name said by some to
be derived from Cultores Dei, or worshippers of God but by others, with, perhaps,
more plausibility, from the Gaelic, Cuildich,
which means a secluded corner, and evidently alludes to their recluse mode of life.
The Culdees are said to have come over
into Britain with the Eoman legions and
thus it has been conjectured that these
primitive Christians were in some way connected with the Eoman Colleges of Architects, branches of which body, it is well
known, everywhere accompanied the lemon is testified to by the earliest as well gionary armies of the empire. The chief
as by the most recent topographers of Je- seat of the Culdees was in the island of
rusalem. Their connection with the legend- lona, where St. Columba, coming out of
ary history of Masonry is more fully noticed Ireland, with twelve brethren, in the year
563, established their principal monastery.
under the head of Secret Vault.
Ci*yptic Degrees. The degrees of At Avernethy, the capital of the kingdom
Koyal and Select Master. Some modern of the Picts, they founded another in the
ritualists have added to the list the degree year 600, and subsequently other principal
of Super- Excellent Master; but this, al- seats at Dunkeld, St. Andrew's, Brechin,
though now often conferred in a Cryptic Dunblane, Dumferline, Kirkaldy, Melrose,
Council, is not really a Cryptic degree, and many other places in Scotland.
since its legend has uo connection with the writer in the London Freemasons' Qimrterly Seview (1842, p. 36,) says they were
crypt or secret vault.
;

;

A

Cryptic Masonry.

That division

of the Masonic system which is directed to
the investigation and cultivation of the
Cryptic degreas. It is, literally, the Masonry of the secret vault.
Cteis. Greek, Krel^. The female personification of the productive principle.
It generally accompanied the phallus, as
the Indian yoni did the liugam and as a
symbol of the prolific powers of nature,
was extensively venerated by the nations
of antiquity. See Phallus.
Cubical Stone. This symbol is called
by the French Masons, pio-re cubique, and
by the German, cubiJc stein. It is the Perfect Ashlar of the English and American
;

See Ashlar,

systems.

Perfect.

A

measure of length, originally denoting the distance from the elbow
to the extremity of the middle finger, or
the fourth part of a well-proportioned man's

Cubit.

stature.

The Hebrew

cubit, according to

Bishop Cumberland, was twenty-one inches
but only eighteen according to other auThere were two kinds of cubits,
thorities.
the sacred and profane, —the former equal
to thirty-six,
inches.
It is

and the latter to eighteen
by the common cubit that

the dimensions of the various parts of the
Temple are to be computed.

Culdees.

When

St.

Augustine came

over, in the beginning of the sixth century, to Britain, for the purpose of convert-

little solicitous to raise

architectural struc-

but sought chiefly to civilize and socialize mankind by imparting to them the
knowledge of those pure principles which
they taught in their Lodges. Lenning and
Gadicke, however, both state that the Culdees had organized within themselves, and
as a part of their social system, Corporations of Builders and that they exercised
the architectural art in the construction
of many sacred edifices in Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, and even in other countries of Northern Europe.
Gadicke also
claims that the York Constitutions of the
tenth century were derived from them.
But neither of these German lexicographers
has furnished us with authorities upon
which these statements are founded. It is,
however, undeniable, that Masonic writers
have always claimed that there was a connection
it might be only a mythical one
tures,

;

—
— between

these apostolic Christians

and

the early Masonry of Ireland and Scotland.
The Culdees were opposed and persecuted
by the adherents of St. Augustine, and were
eventually extinguished in Scotland. But
their complete suppression did not take
place until about the fourteenth century.
Cunning. Used by old English writers in the sense ot skilful. Thus, in 1 Kings
viii. 14, it is said of the architect who was
sent by the king of Tyre to assist King
Solomon in the construction of his Temple,

DA COSTA

CUP
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that he was " cunning to

work

in all works

Cup of Bitterness.
A ceremony in the

d'Amerdegree of
the French Rite. It is a symbol of the
misfortunes and sorrows that assail us in
the voyage of life, and which we are taught
to support with calmness and resignation.
Ciiretes. Priests of ancient Crete,
whose mysteries were celebrated in honor
of the Mother of the Gods, and bore, therefore, some resemblance to the Eleusinian
rites.
The neophyte was initiated in a
cave, where he remained closely confined
for thrice nine days.
Porphyry tells us
that Pythagoras repaired to Crete to retume.)

(

Galice

first

ceive initiation into their rites.

Curiosl^. It is a very general opinion among li&flons that a candidate should
not be actuated by curiosity in seeking
admission into the Order. But, in fact,
there is no regulation nor landmark on the
subject. An idle curiosity is, it is true, the
characteristic of a weak mind.
But to be
influenced by a laudable curiosity to penetrate the mysteries of an Institution venerable for its antiquity and its universality,
is to be controlled by a motive which is
not reprehensible. There are, indeed, in
legends of the high degrees, some instances
where curiosity is condemned but the curiosity, in these instances, led to an intrusion into forbidden places, and is very different from the curiosity or desire for
knowledge which leads a profane to seek
fairly and openly an acquaintance with
mysteries which he has already learned to
;

respect.

Carions.

An archaic expression for careful.
in Masonic language, which abounds
in archaisms, an evidence, indeed, of its
antiquity, Hiram Abif is described as a
" curious and cunning workman," that is to
say, " careful and skilful."
care.

Thus

in brass."

Latin, curiosits, from cura,

Customs, Ancient.
Cynoceplialus. The

See Usages.
figure of a man

with the head of a dog. A very general
and important hieroglyphic among the ancient Egyptians. It was with them a symbol of the sun and moon and in their mysteries they taught that it had indicated to
Isis the place where the body of Osiris lay
concealed. The possessor of the high degrees of Masonry will be familiar with the
symbol of a dog, which is used in those degrees because that animal is said to have
pointed out on a certain occasion an important secret. Hence the figure of a dog
is sometimes found engraved among the
symbols on old Masonic diplomas.
Cyrus. Cyrus, king of Persia, was a
great conqueror, and after having reduced
nearly all Asia, he crossed the Euphrates,
and laid siege to Babylon, which he took
by diverting the course of the river
which ran through it. The Jews, who
had been carried away by Nebuchadnezzar on the destruction of the Temple,
were then remaining as captives in Babylon.
These Cyrus released A. M. 3466, or
B. c. 538, and sent them back to Jerusalem to rebuild the house of God, under the
care of Joshua, Zerubbabel, and Haggai.
Hence, from this connection of Cyrus with
the history of Masonry, he plays an important part in the rituals of many of the
high degrees.
;

D.
Da

Costa Hyppolito, Jose.

A

Portuguese who was initiated into Masonry
in the beginning of this century, and was
subsequently persecuted by the Inquisition,
and was rescued only in time to save his
life by the aid of English brethren who got
him under the protection of the English
flag.
He then passed over into England,
where he lived for several years, becoming
a zealous Mason and devoting himself to
Masonic literature. In 1811, he published
in London a Narrative of his persecution
in Lisbon, by the Inquisition, for the pretended crime of Freemasonry, in 2 vols.,
8vo.
He wrote also a History of the Dio-

nysian Artificers, in which he attempts to
connect Freemasonry with the Dionysiau
and other mysteries of the ancients. He
begins with the Eleusinian mysteries, assuming that Dionysus, Bacchus, Adonis,
Thammuz, and Apollo were all various
names for the sun, whose apparent movements are represented by the death and
resurrection referred to in the ceremonies.
But as the sun is typified as being dead or
hidden for three months under the horizon,
he thinks that these mysteries must have
originated in a cold climate as far north as
latitude 66°, or among a people living near
the polar circle. He therefore attributes

;
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the invention of these mysteries to the
On the 12th June, 1818, Dr. Dalcho was
ancient Scythians or Massagetas, of whom admitted to the priesthood of the Protesthe confesses that we know nothing. He ant Episcopal Church.
On the 23d of
afterwards gives the history of the Diony- February, he was elected assistant minister
siac or Orphic mysteries of Eleusis, and of St. Michael's Church, in Charleston.
draws a successful parallel between the ini- He died on the 24th of November, 1836, in
tiation into these and the Masonic initia- the sixty-seventh year of his age, and the
tion.
His disquisitions are marked by seventeenth of his ministry in St. Michael's
much learning, although his reasoning may Church.
not always carry conviction.
The principal published work of Dr.
torch - bearer.
Dadaclios.
The Dalcho is. An Historical Account of the
title given to an officer in the Eleusinian Protestant Episcopal Church in South Caromysteries, who bore a torch in commemo- lina. He also published a work entitled
ration of the torch lit by Ceres at the fire The Evidence from Prophecy for the Truth
of Mt. Etna, and carried by her through of Christianity and the Divinity of Christ ;
the world in her search for her daughter.
besides several sermons and essays, some
Dagger. In the high degrees a symbol of which were the result of considerable
of Masonic vengeance, or the punishment labor and research. He was also the proof crime. See Vengeance.
jector, and for a long time the principal
Dais. From the French dais, a canopy. conductor, of the Oospel Messenger, then
The raised floor at the head of a banquet- the leading organ of the Episcopal Church
ing-room, designed for guests of distinction
in South Carolina.
so called because it used to be decorated
The Masonic career of Dr. Dalcho closely
with a. canopy. In Masonic language, the connects him with the history of York Madais is the elevated portion of the eastern sonry in South Carolina, and with that of
part of the Lodge room, which is occupied the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
by Past Masters and the dignitaries of the Or- throughout the United States.
der. This should be elevated threesteps above
He was initiated in a York or Athol
the floor. The station of the Junior
arden Lodge at the time when the jurisdiction of
is raised one, and that of the Senior two.
South Carolina was divided by the existDalcbo, Frederick, M. D. One ence and the dissensions of two Grand
of the founders of the Supreme Council of Lodges, the one deriving its authority from
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United Masons of England, and the other from the
States.
He was born in the city of London spurious or Athol Grand Lodge of York
in the year 1770, of Prussian parents. His
father had been a distinguished officer
His constant desire appears, however, to
under Frederick the Great, and, having have been to unite these discordant elebeen severely wounded, was permitted to ments, and to uproot the evil spirit of Maretire to England for his health.
He was sonic rivalry and contention which at that
a very earnest Mason, and transmitted his time prevailed
a wish which was hapsentiments to his son. At his death, this pily gratified, at length, by the union of
son was sent for by an uncle, who had a the two Grand Lodges of South Carolina in
few years before emigrated to Baltimore. 1817, a consummation to which he himself
Here he obtained a good classical education, greatly contributed.
after which he devoted himself successfully
In 1801 Dr. Dalcho received the thirtyto the study of medicine, including a more third and ultimate degree, or Sovereign
extensive course of botany than is common Grand Inspector of the Ancient and Acin medical schools.
cepted Scottish Rite and May 31, 1801, he
Having received his degree of Doctor of became instrumental in the establishment
Medicine, he took a commission in the at Charleston of the Supreme Council for
medical department of the American army. the Southern Jurisdiction of the United
With his division of the army he came to States, of which body he was appointed
South Carolina, and was stationed at Fort Grand Secretary, and afterwards Grand
Johnson, in Charleston harbor. Here some Commander which latter position he ocdifficulty arose between Dr. Dalcho and his cupied until 1823, when he resigned.
brother officers, in consequence of which
September 23, 1801, he delivered an orahe resigned his place in the army in 1799. tion before the Sublime Grand Lodge in
He then removed to Charleston, where he Charleston. This and another delivered
formed a partnership in the practice of March 21, 1803, before the same body, acphysic with Isaac Auld, and he became a companied by a learned historical appenmember of the Medical Society, and a dix, were published in the latter year untrustee of the Botanic Garden, established der the general name of Dalcho' s Oratiori^.
The work was soon after republished in
through its influence.

A

W

—

;

;
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Dublin by the Grand Council of Heredom,
or Prince Masons of tliat city and McCosh
says tliat tliere were other editions issued
in Europe, which, however, I have never
seen.
The oration of 1803 and the appen;

dix furnish the best information that up to
that day, and for many years afterwards, was
accessible to the Craft in relation to the history of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Eite in this country.
In 1807, at the request of the Grand
Lodge of York Masons of South Carolina,
he published an " Ahiman Rezon," which
was adopted as the code for the government
of the Lodges under the jurisdiction of that
body. This work, as was to be expected
from the character of the Grand Lodge
which it represented, was based on the previous book of Laurence Dermott.
In 1808 he was elected Corresponding
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Ancient York Masons, and from that time
directed the influences of his high position to
the reconciliation of the Masonic difficulties in South Carolina.
In 1817 the Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons and that of Ancient York
Masons of South Carolina became united
under the name of " The Grand Lodge of
Ancient Freemasons of South Carolina."
Dr. Dalcho took a very active part in this
reunion, and at the first annual communication he was elected Grand Chaplain.
The duties of this office he faithfully performed, and for many years delivered a
public address or sermon on the Festival
of St. John the Evangelist.
In 1822 he prepared a second edition of
the "Ahiman llezon," which was published
the following year, enriched with many
notes.
Some of these notes he would have
hardly written, with the enlarged experience
of the present day but on the whole the
second edition was an improvement on the
first. Although retaining the peculiar title
which had been introduced by Dermott, it
ceased in a great measure to follow the
principles of the " Ancient Masons."
In 1823 Dalcho became involved in an
unpleasant controversy with some of his
Masonic associates, in consequence of difficulties and dissensions which at that time
existed in the Scottish Eite and his feelings were so wounded by the unmasonic
spirit which seemed to actuate his antagonists and former friends, that he resigned
the office of Grand Chaplain, and retired
for the remainder of his life from all participation in the active duties of Masonry.
]>aiiia.«icus. An ancient and important city of Syria, situated on the road
between Babylon and Jerusalem, and said
in Masonic tradition to have been one of
the resting-places of the Masons who,
;

;

under the proclamation of Cyrus, returned
from the former to the latter city to rebuild
the Temple. An attempt was made in
1868 to introduce Freemasonry into Damascus, and a petition, signed by fifteen
applicants, for a charter for a Lodge was
sent to the Grand Lodge of England but
the petition was rejected on the ground
that all the petitioners were members of
Grand Lodges under other Grand Lodge
;

jurisdictions.

]>auic. In one of the York and some
of the other old manuscripts, we find the
direction to the Apprentice that he shall
not so act as to bring harm or shame, during
his apprenticeship, " either to his Master
or Dame." It is absurd to suppose that
this gives any color to the theory that in
the ancient Masonic gilds women were admitted. The word was used in the same
sense as it still is in the public schools of
England, where the old laay who keeps the
house at which the pupils board and lodge,
"the dame." The Conipagnons
Tour in France I'alled her " la mfere,"

is

called

de

la

or the mother. It must, however, be acknowledged, that women, under the title of

were admitted as members, and given
the freedom of the company, in the old
Livery Companies of London,
a custom
which Herbert (Hist. Liv. Comp., i. 83,)
thinks was borrowed, on the reconstitution
of the companies by Edward III., from
the religious gilds. See this subject discussed under the title Sisters.
of Mt. Tabor. An ansisters,

—

Dames

drogynous Masonic society, established
about the year 1818, under the auspices
of the Grand Orient of France. Its design
was to give charitable relief to destitute
females.

Dames

of tlie Order of St. John.
Religious ladies who, from its first institution, had been admitted into the Fraternity
of Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem.
The rules for their reception
were similar to those for the Knights, and
the proofs of noble descent which were
required of them were sometimes more
rigid.
They had many conventual establishments in France, Italy, and Spain.
name given in the
Danioisel.
times of chivalry to a page or candidate
for knighthood.
Dan. One of the twelve tribes of Israel,
whose blue banner, charged with an eagle,
is borne by the Grand Master of the First
Veil in a Royal Arch Chapter.
Danger. In all the old Constitutions
and Charges, Masons are taught to exercise
brotherly love, and to deal honestly and
truly with each other, whence results the
duty incumbent upon every Mason to warn
his brother of approaching danger.
That

A

:

DANNEBROG
this duty may never be neglected, it is impressed upon every Master Mason by a

significant ceremony.

Dannebrog. The banner of Denmark containing a red cross. It is founded
upon the tradition, which reminds us of
that of Constantine, that Walderaar II.,
of Denmark, in 1219 saw in the heavens
a fiery cross, which betokened his victory
over the Esthonians.
'Dantzic. In the year 1768, on the
3d of October, the burgomaster and magistrates of the city of Dantzic commenced
a persecution against Freemasonry, which
Institution they charged with seeking to
undermine the foundations of Christianity,
and to establish in its place the religion of
nature.
Hence, they issued a decree forbidding every citizen, inhabitant, and even
stranger sojourning in the city, from any
attempt to re-establish the society of Freemasons, which was thenceforth to be regarded " as forever abolished," under penalties of fine and imprisonment.
Darius. The successor of Cyrus on
the throne of Persia, Babylon, and Medea.
He pursued the friendly policy of his predecessor in reference to the Jews, and confirmed the decrees of that monarch by a
new edict. In the second year of his reign,
Haggai and Zechariah, encouraged by this
edict,

induced their countrymea to resume

the work of restoring the Temple, which
was finished four years afterwards. Darius
is referred to in the degrees of Princes of
Jerusalem, the sixteenth of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite, and of Knight
of the Red Cross in the American Rite.
Darkness. Darkness has, in all the
systems of initiation, been deemed a symbol of ignorance, and so opposed to light,
which is the symbol of knowledge. Hence
the rule, that the eye should not see until
the heart has conceived the true nature of
those beauties which constitute the mysteries of the Order.
In the Ancient Mysteries, the aspirant was always shrouded in
darkness, as a preparatory step to the reception of the full light of knowledge. The
time of this confinement in darkness and
solitude varied in the different mysteries.
Among the Druids of Britain the period
was nine days and nights in the Grecian
Mysteries it was three times nine days;
while among the Persians, according to
Porphyry, it was extended to the almost
incredible period of fifty days of darkness,
;

solitude,

and

fasting.

Because, according to all the cosmogonies, darkness existed before light was created, darkness was originally worshipped
as the first-born, as the progenitor of day
and the state of existence before creation.
The apostrophe of Young to Night embod-

!

;

!

!
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the feelings which gave origin to this
debasing worship of darkness
ies

" O majestic night
Nature's great ancestor day's elder born
And fated to survive the transient sun
By mortals and immortals seen with awe "
!

!

Freemasonry has restored darkness to its
proper place as a state of preparation the
symbol of that antemundane chaos from
whence light issued at the divine command
of the state of nonentity before birth, and
of ignorance before the reception of knowlHence, in the Ancient Mysteries,
edge.
the release of the aspirant from solitude
and darkness was called the act of regeneration, and he was said to be born again,
or to be raised from the dead. And in
Masonry, the darkness which envelops the
mind of the uninitiated being removed by
the bright effulgence of Masonic light,
Masons are appropriately called " the sons
of light."
In Dr. Oliver's Signs and Symbols there
is a lecture " On the Mysterious Darkness
of the Third Degree." This refers to the
ceremony of enveloping the room in darkness when that degree is conferred
a ceremony once always observed, but now, in
this country at least, frequently but improperly omitted.
The darkness here is a
symbol of death, the lesson taught in the
degree, while the subsequent renewal of
light refers to that other and subsequent
;

—

lesson of eternal

life.

Darmstadt, Grand liOdge

of.

The Grand Lodge of Darmstadt,

in Germany, under the distinctive appellation of
the Grand Lodge zur Eintracht, was established on the 23d of March, 1846, by three
Lodges, in consequence of a dissension between them and the Eclectic Union. The
latter body had declared that the religion
of Freemasonry was universal, and that
Jews could be admitted into the Order.
Against this liberal declaration a Lodge at
Frankfort had protested, and had been

erased from the roll for contumacy. Two
other Lodges, at Mainz and at Darmstadt,
espoused its cause, and united with it in
forming a new Grand Lodge for southern
Germany, founded on the dogma " that
Christian principles formed the basis on
which they worked." It was, in fact, a
dispute between tolerance and intolerance.
Nevertheless, the body was taken under the
patronage of the Grand Duke of Hesse,
and was recognized by most of the Grand
Lodges of Germany.

D'Assigny, Doctor Fifield.

A

Ireland, who published,
Serious and Impartial
in 1744, at Dublin,
Enquiry into the Cause of the present Decay of
Freemasonry in the Kingdom of Ireland. It

Mason of Dublin,

A

DATES

DEAF

contained an abstract of the history of
Freemasonry, and several allusions to the
Royal Arch degree, on account of which
it has been cited by Dermott in his Ahiman
Rezon. Bro. Hughan, who is the possessor
of a copy of this exceedingly scarce book,
also quotes a passage from it of some importance. " I am informed," says D'Assigny, " that in that city (York) is held an
assembly of Master Masons, under the title
If true, this
of Royal Arch Masons."
would settle an imporfiant point in relation
to the history of the Royal Arch degree.
Hughan doubts its accuracy and, indeed,
D'Assigny
if we may judge from other
remarks in his Enquiry
does not seem to
have been acquainted with the true character of the Royal Arch.

ject among the Kabbalists and the Mussulmans, who relate many curious traditions
concerning him, he is not alluded to in the
legends or symbolism of Masonry, except
incidentally as the father of Solomon.
David, (Shield of. See Shield nj
David.
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Dates, Masonic.

;

—

See Calendar.

Dathan. A Reubenite who, with Korah
and Abiram, revolted against Moses and
unlawfully sought the priesthood. In the
chapter of the Book of Numbers, where
the whole account is given, it is said that
as a punishment the earth opened and
swallowed them up. The incident is referred to in the Order of High Priesthood,
an honorary degree of the American Rite,
which is conferred upon the installed High
Priests of Royal Arch Chapters.
Daughter, Mason's. See Mason's
Wife and Daughter.
first

Dangbter of aMason.

Thedaugh-

ter4)f a Mason is entitled to certain peculiar privileges and claims upon the Fraternity arising from her relationship to a
member of the Craft. There has been some
difference of opinion as to the time and
manner in which the privileges cease.
Masonic jurists, however, very generally incline to the opinion that they are termi-

Dazard, Michel Francois. Bom
May 2, 1781. He

at Chateaudun, in France,

was a devoted student of Masonry, and

much

occupied in the investigation of the
high degrees of all the Rites. He was an
opponent of the Supreme Council, against
which body he wrote, in 1812, a brochure
of forty-eight pages entitled Extrait des
colonnes gravies du Pire de Famille, vallee d'
Angers. Kloas calls it an important and
exhaustive polemic document. It attempts
to expose, supported by documents, what
the author and his party called the illegal
pretensions of the Supreme Council, and
the arrogance of its claim to exclusive jurisdiction in France. Dazard was the author
of several other interesting discourses on

Masonic

subjects.

Deacon.

In every Symbolic Lodge,

who are called the
Senior and Junior Deacons. The former
is appointed by the Master, and the latter
by the Senior Warden. It is to the Deacons
that the introduction of visitors should be
properly intrusted. Their duties comprehend, also, a general surveillance over the
security of the Lodge, and they are the
proxies of the officers by whom they are
appointed.
Hence their jewel, in allusion to the necessity of circumspection
and justice, is a square and compasses.
In the centre, the Senior Deacon wears
a sun, and the Junior Deacon a moon,
there are two ofiicers

which serve to distinguish their respec-

nated by marriage. If a Mason's daughter
marries a profane, she absolves her connection with the Fraternity. If she marries
a Mason, she exchanges her relation of a
Mason's daughter for that of a Mason's

ranks.
In the English system, the
jewel of the Deacons is a dove, in allusion
to the dove sent forth by Noah.
In the
Rite of Mizraim, the Deacons are called

wife.

The oflBce of Deacons in Masonry appears to have been derived from the usages
of the primitive church. In the Greek
church, the Deacons were always the iruXupof,
pylori or doorkeepers, and in the Apostolical Constitutions the Deacon was ordered to
stand at the men's door, and the sub-Deacon
at the women's, to see that none came in or
went out during the oblation.
In the earliest rituals of the last century,
there is no mention of Deacons, and the
duties of those ofiicers were discharged
partly by the Junior Warden and partly by
the Senior and Junior Entered Apprentices.
Deacon's Rod. See Rod, Deacons.
Deaf mutes, as imperfect men, come under the provisions ofthe
Old Constitutions, and are disqualified for

DaTid.

David has no place in Masonic
history, except that which arises from the
fact that he was the father of King Solomon,
and his predecessor on the throne of Israel.
To him, however, were the Jews indebted

Temple in Jerusalem,
the building of which was a favorite object
with him. For this purpose he purchased
Mount Moriah, which had been the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite but David
had been engaged in so many wars, that it
did not seem good to the Lord that he
should be permitted to construct so sacred
for the design of a

;

an

This duty, therefore, he left to
before dying, he furnished
with plans and with means to accomplish
the task. Though David is a favorite subedifice.

his son,

whom,

tive

acolytes.

Deaf and Dumb.

—"
DEATH
initiation.

DECALOGUE

Some years ago, however, a Lodge

by tiie eclat of the proceeding, and unmindful of the ancient landmark, initiated a deaf mute, who was an intelligent professor in the Deaf and Dumb AsyAll the instructions were given
lum.
through the medium of the language of the
deaf mutes. It scarcely need be said that
this cannot be recognized as a precedent.
in Paris, captivated

Death. The

Scandinavians, in their

Edda, describing the residence of Death in
Hell, where she was cast by her father,
Loke, say that she there possesses large
apartments, strongly built, and fenced with

Her hall is Grief ; her table,
'amine; Hunger, her knifei; Delay, her
servant
Faintness, her porch
Sickness
and Pain, her bed; and her tent, Cursing and Howling. But the Masonic idea
of death, like the Christians, is accompanied with no gloom, because it is represented only as a sleep, from whence we
awaken into another life. Among the ancients, sleep and death were fabled as twins.
Old Gorgias, when dying, said, " Sleep is
;
about to deliver me up to his brother
but the death-sleep of the heathen was a
sleep from which there was no awaking.
The popular belief was annihilation, and
the poets and philosophers fostered the
people's ignorance, by describing death as
the total and irremediable extinction of life.
Thus Seneca says
and he was too philosophic not to have known better "that after
death there comes nothing " while Virgil,
who doubtless had been initiated into the
mysteries of Eleusis, nevertheless calls death
" an iron sleep, an eternal night " yet the
Ancient Mysteries were based upon the
dogma of eternal life, and their initiations
were intended to represent a resurrection.
Masonry, deriving its system of symbolic
teachings from these ancient religious associations, presents death to its neophytes as
the gate or entrance to eternal existence.
To teach the doctrine of immortality is the
In its
great object of the third degree.
ceremonies we learn that life here is the
time of labor, and that, working at the
construction of a spiritual temple, we are
worshipping the Grand Architect, for whom
we build that temple. But we learn also
that, when that life is ended, it closes only
to open upon a newer and higher one,
where, in a second temple and a purer liodge,
the Mason will find eternal truth. Death,
therefore, in Masonic philosophy, is the
symbol of initiation completed, perfected,
fates of iron.
;

;

—

—

;

:

and consummated.

Death of the Mysteries.

Each

of the ancient religious Mysteries, those
quasi Masonic associations of the heathen
world, was accompanied by a legend,
which was always of a funereal character,

—
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representing the death, by violence, of the
deity to whom it was dedicated, and his subsequent resurrection or restoration to life.
Hence, the first part of the ceremonies of
initiation was solemn and lugubrious in
character, while the latter part was cheerful
and joyous. These ceremonies and this
legend were altogether symbolical, and the
great truths of the unity of God and the
immortality of the soul were by them intended to be dramatically explained.
This representation of death, which finds
its analogue in the third degree of Masonry,
has been technically called the Death of
the Mysteries. It is sometimes more precisely defined, in reference to any special
one of the Mysteries, as " the Cabiric death "
or " the Bacchic death," as indicating the
death represented in the Mysteries of the
Cabiri or of Dionysus.
Debate. Debates in a Masonic Lodge
must be conducted according to the fraternal principles of the Institution. In the
language of Dr. Oliver, " the strictest courtesy should be observed during a debate, in
a Mason's Lodge, on questions which elicit
a diflference of opinion and any gross violation of decorum and good order is sure to
be met by an admonition from the chair."
It must be always remembered that the
object of a Masonic discussion is to elicit
truth, and not simply to secure victory.
When, in a debate, a brother desires to
speak, he rises and addresses the chair.
The presiding officer calls him by his name,
and thus recognizes his right to the floor.
While he is speaking, he is not to be interrupted by any other member, except ou a
point of order. If called to order by any
member, the speaker is immediately to take
his seat until the point is stated, when the
Master will make his decision without de;

The speaker will then rise and rehis discourse, if not ruled out by the
Master. During the time that he is speakEvery
ing, no motion is permissible.
member is permitted to speak once on the
subject under discussion ; nor can he speak
a second time, except by permission of the
Master, unless there is a more liberal provision in the by-laws of the Lodge. There
are to this rule two exceptions, namely,
when a member rises to explain, and when
the mover of the resolution closes the debate by a secontj speech to which he is entitled by parliamentary law.
bate.

sume

Decalogue. The ten commandments
of the Masonic law, as delivered from
Mount Sinai and recorded in the twentieth
chapter of Exodus, are so called. They
are not obligatory upon a Mason as a Mason, because the Institution is tolerant and
cosmopolite, and cannot require its members to give their adhesion to any religious

DEcrus

DEDICATION

precepts, excepting those which
express a belief in the existence of God,
and the immortality of the soul. Xo partial law prescribed for a particular religion
c?ui be properly selected for the government
of an Institution whose great characteristic
is its universality.
See 2Ioral Law.
DecitlS. The nom de plume of C. L.
Reinhold, a distinguished Masonic writer.
See Reinhold.

courteous to your brethren, and faithful to
your Lodge ? 8. Do you promise to respect
genuine and true brethren, and to discountenance impostors and all dissenters from
the Ancient Landmarks and Constitutions
of Masonry? 9 Do rou promise, according to the best of your abilities, to promote
the general good of society, to cultivate the
social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of the mystic art, according to our
statutes ?
10. Do vou promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for the time being,
and to his officers when duly installed and
strictly to conform to every edict of the
Grand Lodge or General Assembly of
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Declaration

of

Candidates.

Every candidate for initiation is required
to make, " upon honor," the following declaration before an appropriate officer or
committee. That, unbiassed by the improEer solicitation of friends and uninfluenced
y mercenary motives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself as a candidate for the

mysteries of Masonry that he is prompted
to solicit the privileges of Masonry by a
favorable opinion conceived of the Institution and a desire of knowledge ; and that he
will cheerfully conform to all the ancient
usages and established customs of the Fraternity.
This form is very old. It ia to be
found in precisely the same words in the
earliest edition of Preston.
It is required
by the English Constitution, that the candidate should subscribe his name to the
declaration which ia made before the Stewards.
But in this country the declaration
is made orally, and usually before the
Senior Deacon.
;

Declaration of tbe Master. Every
Master of a Lodge, after his election and
before his installation, ia required to give,
in the presence of the brethren, his assent
to the following fifteen charges and regulations.

Do you promise

to be a good man and
and strictly to obey the moral law ?
2. Do you promise to be a peaceable citizen,
and cheerfully to conform to the laws of
the country in which you reside ? 3. Do
you promise not to be concerned in plots
and conspiracies against the government of
the country in which you live, but patiently
to submit to the decisions of the law and
ihe constituted authorities?
4. Do you
promise to pay proper respect to the civil
magistrates, to work diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men? 5. Do
you promise to hold in veneration the original rulers and patrons of the Order of
Freemasonry, and their regular successors,
supreme and subordinate, according to their
stations and to submit to the awards and
resolutions of your brethren in Lodge con1.

true,

;

vened, in every case consistent with the
constitutions of the Order? 6. Do you
promise, as much as in you lies, to avoid
private piques and quarrels, and to guard
against intemperance and excess? 7. Do
you promise to be cautious in your behavior,

;

Masons that ia not subversive of the principles and groundwork of Masonry?
11.
Do you admit that it is not in the power of
any man, or body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry ? 12. Do you
promise a regular attendance on the committees and communicationa of the Gnmd
Lodge, on receiving proper notice, and to
pay attention to all the duties of Slasonrv,
on convenient occasions? 13. Do you admit that no new Lodge can be formed without permission of the Grand Lodge; and
that no countenance ought to be given to
any irregular Lodge, or to any person clandestinely initiated therein, as being contrary to the ancient charges of the Order?
14. Do you admit that no person can be
regularly made a Freemason in, or admitted
a member of, any regular Lodge, without
previous notice, and due inquiry into his
character ? 15. Do you agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge with-

out due examination, and producing proper
vouchers of their having been initiated
in a regular Lodge ?
Decorations.
Lodge room ought,
besides its necessary furniture, to be ornamented with decorations which, while they
adorn and beautify it, will not be unsuitable to its sacred character.
On this subject, Dr. Oliver, in his Book of the Lodge,
(ch. v., p. 70,) makes the following judicious remarks. " The expert Mason will be
convinced that the walls of a Lodge room
ought neither to be absolutely naked nor
too much decorated.
chaste disposal of
symbolical ornaments in the right places,
and according to propriety, relieves the
dulness and vacuity of a blank space, and,
though but sparingly used, will produce a
striking impression, and contribute to the
general beauty and solemnity of the scene."

A

A

Dedication of a I^odge. Among
the ancients every temple, altar, statue, or
sacred place waa dedicated to some divinity.
The Romans, during the JRepublic, confided

duty to their consuls, prtetors, censora,
or other chief magistrates, and afterwards
this

to the emperors.

According to the Papirian

;
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the dedication must have been authorby a decree of the senate and the people, and the consent of the college of augurs.
The ceremony consisted in surrounding the
temple or object of dedication with garlands of flowers, whilst the vestal virgins
poured on the exterior of the temple the
lustral water.
The dedication was completed by a formula of words uttered by the
pontiff, and the immolation of a victim,
whose entrails were placed upon an altar
of turf The dedication of a temple was
always a festival for the people, and was
annually commemorated. While the Pagans dedicated their temples to different
deities,
sometimes to the joint worship
the monotheistic Jews dediof several,
cated their religious edifices to the one
supreme Jehovah. Thus, David dedicated
with solemn ceremonies the altar which he
erected on the threshing-floor of Oman
the Jebusite, after the cessation of the
plague which had afflicted his people and
Calmet conjectures that he composed the
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la^*',

versally erected or consecrated to God,

ized

dedicated to the Holy Saints John.

—

—

;

thirtieth

Psalm on

The Jews

this occasion.

extended this ceremony of dedication even
to their private houses, and Clarke tells us,
in reference to a passage on this subject in
the book of Deuteronomy, that " it was a
custom in Israel to dedicate a new house to
God with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving

and

this was done in order to secure the
divine presence and blessing, for no pious
or sensible man could imagine he could
dwell safely in a house that was not under
the immediate protection of God."
According to the learned Selden, there
was a distinction among the Jews between
consecration and dedication, for sacred
things were both consecrated and dedicated,
while profane things, such as private dwelling-houses, were only dedicated. Dedication was, therefore, a less sacred ceremony
than consecration.
This distinction has
also been preserved among Christians,
many of whom, and, in the early ages, all,
consecrated their churches to the worship
of God, but dedicated them to, or placed
them under, the especial patronage of some
particular saint.
A similar practice prevails in the Masonic institution and therefore, while we consecrate our Lodges " to
the honor of God's glory," we dedicate
them to the patrons of our Order.
Tradition informs us that Masonic Lodges
were originally dedicated to King Solomon,
;

because he was our first Moat Excellent
Grand Master. In the sixteenth century
St. John the Baptist seems to have been
considered as the peculiar patron of Freemasonry but subsequently this honor was
divided between the two Saints John, the
Baptist and the Evangelist; and modern
Lodges, in this country at least, are uni;

and

In the

Hemming lectures, adopted in 1813, at the
time of the union of the two Grand Lodges
of England, the dedication was changed
from the Saints John to King Solomon,
and this usage now prevails very generally
in England but the ancient dedication to
the Saints John has never been abandoned
by the American Lodges.
The formula in Webb which dedicates
the Lodge "to the memory of the Holy
Saint John," was, undoubtedly, an inadvertence on the part of that lecturer, since
in all his oral teachings he adhered to the
more general system, and described a Lodge
in.his esoteric worR as being " dedicated to
the Holy Saints John." This is now the
universal practice, and the language used
by Webb becomes contradictory and absurd
when compared with the fact that the festivals of both saints are equally celebrated
by the Order, and that the 27th of December is not less a day of observance in the
Order than the 24th of June.
In one of the old lectures of the last
century, this dedication to the two Saints
John is thus explained:
" Q. Our Lodges being finished, furnished, and decorated with ornaments,
furniture, and jewels, to whom were they
consecrated ?
;

"A. To God.
" Q.
tell

me

Thank
to

"A. To

you, brother; and can you
they were first dedicated?
Noah, who was saved in the

whom

ark.
" Q.

And by what name were the Masons
then known ?
" A. They were called Noachidse, Sages,
Wise Men.

or

To whom were the Lodges dedicated
during the Mosaic dispensation ?
" A. To Moses, the chosen of God, and
Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel,
who was an eminent patron of the Craft.
" Q. And under what name were the
Masons known during that period?
"A. Under the name of Dionysiacs,
Geometricians, or Masters in Israel.
" Q. But as Solomon was a Jew, and
died long before the promulgation of Christianity, to whom were they dedicated under
" Q.

the Christian dispensation ?
"A. From Solomon the patronage of
Masonry passed to St. John the Baptist.
" Q. And under what name were they
known after the promulgation of Christianity ?
" A. Under the name of Essenes, Architects, or

" Q.
St.

Freemasons.
were the Lodges dedicated to

Why

John the Baptist?

"A. Because he was

the forerunner of

;;
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our Saviour, and, by preaching repentance
and humiliation, drew the first parallel of
the Gospel.
,_
" Q. Had St. John the Baptist any
equal?
" A. He had ; St. John the Evangelist.
" Q. Why is he said to be equal to the
Baptist?

"A. Because he finished by his learning
what the other began by his zeal, and thus
drew a second line parallel to the former
ever since which time Freemasons' Lodges,
in all Christian countries, have been dedicated to the one or the other, or both, of
these worthy and worshipful men."
There is another old lepture, adopted into
the Prestonian system, which still further
developed these reasons for the Johannite
dedication, but with slight variations in
some of the details.
" From the building of the first Temple
at Jerusalem to the Babylonish captivity.
Freemasons' Lodges were dedicated to King
Solomon from thence to the coming of the
Messiah, they were dedicated to Zerubbabel, the builder of the second Temple
and from that time to the final destruction
of the Temple by Titus, in the reign of
Vespasian, they were dedicated to St. John
the Baptist ; but owing to the many massacres and disorders which attended that memorable event, Freemasonry sunk very much
into decay
many Lodges were entirely
broken up, and but few could meet in suf;

;

numbers to constitute their legality
and at a general meeting of the Craft, held
in the city of Benjamin, it was observed
ficient

;

was symbolized by Osiris, the principal object of their rites, and whose name, according to Plutarch and Macrobius, signified
the prince and leader, the soul of the universe and the governor of the stars. Ma1. i., c. 18,) says that the
Egyptians worshipped the sun as the only
divinity ; and they represented him under
different forms, according to the different
phases, of his infancy at the winter solstice
in December, his adolescence at the vernal
equinox in March, his manhood at the
summer solstice in June, and his old age
at the autumnal equinox in September.
Among the Phoenicians, the sun was
adored under the name of Adonis, and in
Persia, under that of Mithras. In the Grecian mysteries, the orb of day was represented by one of the officers who superintended the ceremony of initiation ; and in
the Druidical rites his worship was introduced as the visible representative of the

crobius (Saturn.,

and preservative principle of nature. In short, wherever the spurious Freemasonry existed, the adoration
of, or, at least, a high respect for, the solar
orb constituted a part of its system.
In Freemasonry, the sun is still retained
invisible, creative,

as an important symbol.
This fact must
be familiar to every Freemason of any intelligence.
It occupies, indeed, its appropriate position, simply as a symbol, but,

nevertheless, it constitutes an essential part
of the system. " As an emblem of God's
power," says Hutchinson, (;§). of Mas., leot.
iv.,

p. 53,)

"his goodness, omnipresence,

and eternity, the Lodge is adorned with the
that the principal reason for the decline of image of the sun, which he ordained to
Masonry was the want of a Grand Master rise from the east and open the day ; thereto patronize it.
They therefore deputed by calling forth the people of the earth to
seven of their most eminent members to their worship and exercise in the walks of
wait upon St. John the Evangelist, who virtue."
was at that time Bishop of Ephesus, re" The government of a Mason's Lodge,"
questing him to take the office of Grand says Oliver, {Sigris and Si/m., 1. xi.,) "is

He

Slaster.

returned

for

answer,

that

though well stricken in years (being upwards of ninety), yet having been initiated
into

Masonry

in the early part of his

life,

he would take upon himself that office.
He thereby completed by his learning what
the other St. John effected by his zeal, and
thus drew what Freemasons term a line
parallel
ever since which time Freema'

;

'

sons'

Lodges, in

all

Christian countries,

have been dedicated both to St. John the
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist."
So runs the tradition, but, as it wants
everjr claim to authenticity, a more philosophical reason may be assigned for this
dedication to the two Saints John.
One of the earliest deviations from the
pure religion of the Noacliidse was distinguished by the introduction of sun worship.
The sun, in the Egyptian mysteries,

vested in three superior officers, who are
seated in the East, West, and South, to
represent the rising, setting, and meridian
sun."
The sun, obedient to the all-seeing eye,
is an emblem in the ritual of the third degree, and the sun displayed within an extended compass constitutes the jewel of the
Past Master in the American system, and
that of the Grand Master in the English.
But it is a needless task to cite authorities or multiply instances to prove how
intimately the sun, as a symbol, is connected with the whole system of Freemasonry.
It is then evident that the sun, either as
an object of worship, or of symbolization,
has always formed an important part of
what has been called the two systems of
Freemasonry, the Spurious and the Pure.
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To the ancient sun worshippers, the propriated two days near those solstitial
movements of the heavenly bodies must periods to the memory of two eminent
have been something more than mere as- saints, incorporated these festivals by the
tronomical phenomena; they were the lapse of a few days into the Masonic calactions of the deities whom they adored, endar, and adopted these worthies as patand hence were invested with the solem- rons of our Order. To this change, the
nity of a religious character. But, above earlier Christian Masons were the more
all, the particular periods when the sun
persuaded by the peculiar character of
reached his greatest Northern and Southern these saints. St. John the Baptist, by andeclination, at the winter and summer sol- nouncing the approach of Christ, and by
by entering the zodaical signs of Canand Capricorn, marked as they would
be by the most evident effects on the seasons, and on the length of the days and
nights, could not have passed unobserved,
but, on the contrary, must have occupied
an important place in their ritual. Now
these important days fall respectively on
the 21st of June and the 21st of December.
stices,

cer

the mystic ablution to which he subjected
his proselytes, and which was afterwards
adopted in the ceremony of initiation into
Christianity, might well be considered as
the Grand Hierophant of the Church while
the mysterious and emblematic nature of
the Apocalypse assimilated the mode of
instruction adopted by St. John the Evangelist to that practised by the Fraternity.
are thus led to the conclusion that
the connection of the Saints John with the
Masonic institution is rather of a symbolic
than of an historical character. In dedicating our Lodges to them, we do not so
much declare our belief that they were eminent members of the Order, as demonstrate
our reverence for the great Architect of the
Universe in the symbol of his most splendid creation, the great light of day.
In conclusion it may be observed that
the ceremony of dedication is merely the
enunciation of a form of words, and this
having been done, the Lodge is thus, by
the consecration and dedication, set apart
as something sacred to the cultivation of
the principles of Masonry, under that peculiar system which acknowledges the two
;

We

Hence, these solstitial periods were among
the principal festivals observed by the Pagan nations. Du Pauw (Diss, on Egyp.
and Chinese, ii. 159,) remarks of the Egyptians, that " they had a fixed festival at
each new moon one at the summer, and
one at the winter solstice, as well as the
vernal and autumnal equinoxes."
The Druids always observed the festivals
of midsummer and midwinter in June
and December. The former for a long
time was celebrated by the Christian descendants of the Druids. " The eve of St.
John the Baptist," says Chambers, (Inf.
for the People, No. 89,) "variously called
midsummer eve, was formerly a time of
high observance amongst the English, as it
countries.
Bonfires
still is in Catholic
were everywhere lighted, round which the
people danced with joyful demonstrations,
occasionally leaping through the flame."
Higgins ( Gelt. Druids, p. 165,) thus alludes
to the celebration of the festival of midwinter in the ancient world.
" The festival of the 25th of December
was celebrated, by the Druids in Britain
and Ireland, with great fires lighted on the
tops of the hills
On the 25th
of December, at the first moment of the
day, throughout all the ancient world, the
birthday of the god Sol was celebrated.
This was the moment when, after the supposed winter solstice and the lowest point
of his degradation below our hemisphere,
he began to increase and gradually to ascend. At this moment, in all the ancient
religions, his birthday was kept; from India
to the Ultima Thule, these ceremonies partook of the same character: everywhere
the god was feigned to be born, and his
festival was celebrated with great rejoic-

tion in the time of Hezekiah, when it was
purified from the abominations of Ahaz,
3. The dedication of ZerubB. c. 726.
babel's Temple, B. c. 513. 4. The dedication of the Temple when it was purified
after Judas Maccabaeus had driven out the
5. The dedication of
Syrians, b. c. 164.
Herod's Temple, b. c. 22. The fourth of
these is still celebrated by the Jews in their
" Feast of the Dedication."
The first only

ings."

is

ancestors finding that the Church,
according to its usage of purifying Pagan
festivals by Christian application, had ap-

is

;

Our

2

B

14

Saints

John

as its patrons.

Koyal Arch Chapters are dedicated to
Zerubbabel, Prince or Governor of Judah,
and Commanderies of Knights Templars to
Mark Lodges
St. John the Almoner.
should be dedicated to Hiram the Builder
Past Masters' to the Sts. John, and Most
Excellent Masters' to King Solomon.
;

Dedication

of

the

Temple.

There are five dedications of the Temple
of Jerusalem which are recorded in Jewish history.

1.

monic Temple,

The

dedication of the Solo2. The dedica-

b. c. 1004.

connected with the Masonic ritual, and
commemorated in the Most Excellent
Master's degree of the American Kite as
the "Celebration of the Cape -Stone."

:

DEFAMATION

DEGREES

This dedication was made by King Solomon in the year of the world 3000, and

This question has been fully discussed in
the author's Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence, pp. 96-113.
Degrees. The word degree, in its primThe deitive meaning, signifies a step.
grees of Freemasonry are then the steps by
which the candidate ascends from a lower
to a higher condition of knowledge.
It is
now the opinion of the best scholars, that
the division of the Masonic system into degrees was the work of the revivalists of the
beginning of the eighteenth century that
before that period there was but one degree, or rather one common platform of
ritualism
and that the division into Masters, Fellows, and Apprentices was simply
a division of ranks, there being but one initiation for all.
In 1717 the whole body of
the Fraternity consisted only of Entered
Apprentices, who were recognized by the
thirty-nine Regulations, compiled in 1720,
as among the law-givers of the Craft, no
change in those Regulations being allowed
unless first submitted " even to the youngest Apprentice."
In the old Charges, collected by Anderson and approved in 1722,
the degree of Fellow Craft is introduced as
being a necessary qualification for Grand
Master, although the word degree is not
used. " No brother can be a ...
Grand
Master unless he has been a Fellow Craft
before his election." And in the "Manner of constituting a New Lodge " of the
same date, the Master and Wardens are
taken from " among the Fellow Crafts,"
which Dermott explains by saying that
"they were called Fellow Crafts because
the Masons of old times never gave any
man the title of Master Mason until he
had first passed the chair." In the thirteenth of tlie Regulations of 1720, approved
in 1721, the orders or degrees of Master and
Fellow Craft are recognized in the following words " Apprentices must be admitted
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lasted eight days, commencing in the month
of Tisri, 15th day, during the Feast of Tabernacles.
The dedication of the Temple
is called, in the English system of Lectures,
" the third grand offering which consecrates

the floor of a Mason's Lodge." The same
Lectures contain a tradition that on that
occasion King Solomon assembled the
nine Deputy Grand Masters in the holy
place, from which all natural light had been
carefully excluded, and which only received
the artificial light which emanated from the
east, west, and south, and there made the
necessary arrangements. The legend must
be considered as a myth but the inimitable
prayer and invocation which were offered
up by King Solomon on the occasion are
recorded in the eighth chapter of the first
Book of Kings, which contains the scriptural account of the dedication.
Defamation. See Back.
;

I>eflnitioii

of

Freemasonry.

"

The definitions of Freemasonry," says Oliver, in his Historical Landmarks of Freemasonry, "have been numerous; but they
unite in declaring it to be a system of
morality, by the practice of which its raem.bers may advance their spiritual interest,
and mount by the theological ladder from
the Lodge on earth to the Lodge in heav.en.
It is a mistake, however, to suppose that
Freemasonry is a system of religion. It is
but the handmaiden to religion, although
it largely and effectually illustrates one
great branch of it, which is practice."
The definition in the English Lectures is
most often quoted, which says that " Freemasonry is a beautiful system of morality
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symall

bols."

But a more comprehensive and exact definition is, that it is a science which is engaged in the search after Divine Truth, and

;

;

.

:

Masters and Fellow Crafts only in the
which employs symbolism as its method of Grand Lodge." Between that period and
instruction.
1738, the system of degrees had been perDeformity. The old Constitutions fected; for Anderson, who, in that year,
declare that the candidate for Masonry published the second edition of
the Book
must be a " perfect youth, having no maim of Constitutions, changed the phraseology
or defect in his body."
The Masonic law of the old Charge to suit the altered conof physical qualifications is derived from dition of things, and said,
"a Prentice,
the Mosaic, which excluded from the priest- when of age and expert,
may become an
hood a man having any blemishes or de- Enter'd Prentice or a Free-Mason of
the
formities. The regulation in Masonry con- lowest
degree, and upon his due improvestitutes one of the landmarks, and is illus- ment
a Fellow-Craft and a Master-Matrative of the symbolism of the Institution. son."
No such words are found in the
The earliest of the old Constitutions, that Charges as printed in 1723 ; and if
at that
of the Halliwell MS., has this language
on time the distinction of the three degrees
the subject
had been as well defined as in 1738, Ander" To the Craft it were great shame
son would not have failed to insert the
To make a halt man and a lame,
same language in his first edition. That
For an imperfect man of such blood
he did not, leads to the fair presumption
Should do the Craft but little good."
that the ranks of Fellow Craft and Master

DEGREES
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disearliest ritual ex-

497,) " consisted of a regular detailed course
of instruction in each system of the Lodges,

which is contained in the Orand
Mystery, published in 1725, makes no
reference to any degrees, but gives only

whether extinct or in full activity, and
were to end with a complete critical remodelling of the history of Freemasonry,
and of the Fraternity of Freemasons from
the most ancient period to our own day."
See Fessler' s Rite.
Degrees, Philosophical.
See

were not then absolutely recognized as
tinctive degrees.

The

tant,

I suppose was the common initiation
The division of
in use about that time.

what

the Masonic system into three degrees

must

have grown up between 1717 and 1730,
but in so gradual and imperceptible a manner that we are unable to fix the precise
date of the introduction of each degree.
In 1717 there was evidently but one degree,
or rather one form of initiation, and one
catechism. Perhaps about 1721 the three
degrees were introduced, but the second
and third were not perfected for many
Even as late as 1735 the Entered
years.
Apprentice's degree contained the most
prominent form of initiation, and he who
was an Apprentice was, for all practical
purposes, a Freemason.
It was not until
repeated improvements, by the adoption of
new ceremonies and new regulations, that
the degree of Master Mason took the place
which it now occupies having been con;

fined at first to those

who had

passed the

chair.

Degrees, Ancient Craft. See Ancient Craft

Masonry.

Degrees, Androgynous. Degrees
that are conferred on females as well as
males. See Androgynous Masonry.

Degrees, Apocalyptic.
<ilyptic

See Apoc-

Degrees.

Degrees, Hlgb. See Hautes Grades.
Degrees, Honorary. See Honorary Degrees.

Degrees, Ineffable.

See Ineffable

Degrees.

Degrees of Chivalry.

The

reli-

gious and military orders of knighthood
which existed in the Middle Ages, such as the

Knights Templars and Knights of Malta,
which were incorporated into the Masonic
system and conferred as Masonic degrees,
have been called Degrees of Chivalry.

They

are Christian in character, and seek to
perpetuate in a symbolic form the idea on
which the original Orders were founded.
The Knight of the Red Cross, although conferred, in this country, in a Commandery
of Knights Templars, and as preliminary
to that degree, is not properly a degree of
chivalry.

Degrees of Knowledge.

Fessler

Philosophical Degrees.

Degrees, Symbolic.

See Symbolic

Degrees.

Deism. In an abstract sense. Deism,
or Theism, is the belief in God, but the
word is generally used to designate those
who, believing in God, reject a belief in
the Scriptures as a revelation. The sect
of Deists
which, in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, enrolled among its
followers many great intellects, such as
Toland, Collins, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Hume, Gibbon, and Voltaire
is said
by Findel (Hist., p. 126,) to have "necessarily exercised an important influence on
the Fraternity of Masons;" and, he adds,
that " we cannot doubt that it contributed
essentially to its final transformation from
an operative to a universal speculative society."
The refutation of this remarkable
assertion is best found in the first of the
Charges adopted at the revival in 1717,
and which was published in the Constitu"
tions of 1723
Mason is obliged, by
his tenure, to obey the moral law ; and if
he rightly understands the art, he will
never be a stupid atheist nor an irreligious
libertine," where the words irreligious libertine refer to the freethinkers or deists of
that period. It is evident, then, that the
Deists could have had no influence at that
time in moulding the Masonic organization.
There is still better evidence to be found in
the old records of Freemasonry during
several preceding centuries, when the Oper-

—

—

:

ative

was

its

A

dominant character, and when

the dogmas of Christianity were fiilly recognized, which must necessarily have been
the case, since Freemasonry during that
period was under the patronage of the
Church. There is, in fact, no evidence to
sustain Findel's theory, that in the transition stage from the operative to the speculative, when such men as the deeply-religious Ashmole were among its members,
the Deists could have infused any of their
principles into its organization or exercised
any influence in changing its character.
Freemasonry, at that time sectarian, demanded almost a Christian belief at all
from its
events, a Christian allegiance

was desirous of abolishing all the high degrees, but being unable to obtain the consent of the Royal York Grand Lodge, he
composed out of them a new system of five
It is now more tolerant, and
degrees which he called Degrees of Knowl- disciples.
edge, Erkenntnissstufen, to each of which Deism presents no disqualification for iniwas annexed a form of initiation. " The tiation. An atheist would be rejected, but
Degrees of Knowledge," says Findel, [Hist., none would now be refused admission ok

—

—

:
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religious grounds who subscribed to the
dogmas of a belief in God and a resurrection to eternal life.
Deity. See Orand Architect of the Uni-

gular form, derives
letter A, delta.

the I'rench and

its

name from

the Greek

It is also the title given, in
Scottish Rites, to the lumi-

nous triangle which encloses the Ineffable
name. See Triangle.
verse.
Demeter. The Greek name of Ceres,
Delalande, Charles Floreiit
Jacques. A French litterateur of this which see.
Deiuit. A Mason is said to demit from
century, who was the author of many didactic and poetic articles on Masonry his Lodge when he withdraws his memberinserted in the Miroir de la V&rite, the ship and a demit is a document granted by
Annales Magonniques, and other collections. the Lodge which certifies that that demisHe was also the author of the Defense et sion has been accepted by the Lodge, and
Apologie de la Franche-Magonnerie, ou Ec- that the demitting brother is clear of the
fuiaticm des A^crisatiotis dirigies contre elle books and in good standing as a Mason.
a differentes Epomes et par divers Aittems, To demit, which is the act of the member, is
a prize essay before a Lodge in Leghorn, then to resign and to grant a demit, which
He founded the ar- is the act of the Lodge, is to grant a certifipublished in 1814.
chives of the Lodge of the Philosophic cate that the resignation has been accepted.
It is derived from the French reflective verb se
Rite at Douay, France.
Delalande, Josepb Jei'dine demettre, which, according to the dictionary
FraiK^ois. One of the most distin- of the Academy, means '' to withdraw from
guished French astronomers of the eigh- an office, to resign an employment." Thus it
teenth century. He was born in 1732 and gives as an example, " II s'est d6mis de sii
died in 1807. He was one of the founders charge en faveur d'un tel," he resigned (deof the Grand Orient of France, and pub- mitted) his office in favor of such a one.
lished, in 1774, an able memoir upon the
The application for a demit is a matter
History of Freemasonry, which was sub- of form, and there is no power in the Lodge
sequently incorporated in the twentieth to refuse it, if the applicant has paid all his
volume of the Encyclopedie MHhodique.
dues and is free of all charges.
It is
Delaunay, Francois H. Stanis- true that a regulation of 1722 says that no
laus. A French litterateur and historian, number of brethren shall withdraw or sepaand author of many works on Masonry, the rate themselves from the Lodge in whicli
principal of which is the Tuileur des trente they were made, without a dispensation;
trois degres de I'Ecossisme du .Rite Ancien et yet I do not see how the law can be enAccepts.
This is a work of great erudition, forced, for Masonry being a voluntary asand of curious research in reference to the sociation, there is no power in any Lodge
etymology of the words of the Rite. These to insist on any brother continuing a cunetymologies, however, are not always cor- nection with it which he desires to sever.
rect and, indeed, some of them are quite See, on this subject, the author's Text Book
absurd, betraying a want of the proper ap- of Masonic Jurisprudence, book iii., chap,
preciation of the construction of Hebrew, ill., sect. vi.
from which language all of the words are
The usual object in applying for a demit
;

;

;

derived.

is to enable the brother to join some other
Delaware. The Grand Lodge of Lodge, into which he cannot be admitted
Delaware was organized on the 6th of without some evidence that he was in good
June, 1806. Its seat is at Wilmington. The standing in his former Lodge. This is in
Grand Chapter was instituted in 1818, but accordance with an old law found in the
having suspended labor for many years, a Regulations of 1663 in the following words
new organization was established by the " No person hereafter who shall be accepted
General Grand High Priest of the United a Freemason, shall be admitted into any
States in 1869.
Lodge or Assembly until he has brought a
Delegates. Past Masters, or others certificate of the time and place of his acsent by a Lodge to represent it in the Grand ceptation from the Lodge that accepted him,
Lodge, in place of the Master and Wardens, unto the Master of that limit or division
if these are absent, are in some of the where such Lodge is kept."
See the corAmerican jurisdictions called delegates. rupt word Dimit,
The word is a modern one, and without good
Denmark. The first Masonic Lodge
authority. Those who represent a Lodge in Denmark was opened in Copenhagen, by
in the Grand Lodge, whether the Master Baron G. O. Munich, on the 11th of Noand Wardens or their proxies, are properly vember, 1743, under a charter, as he claimed,
representatives.
from the Lodge of the Three Globes in
Delta. A triangle. The name of a Berlin. In the next year a new Lodge
piece of furniture in a Commandery of named Zorobabel was formed by members
Knights Templars, which, being of a trian- who separated from the former Lodge. Both

DEPOSITE

DEPUTY

of these bodies, however, appear to have
been imperfect in their constitution. This

imperfection

oldest definition was that the depth extended " to the centre of the earth," which,
says Dr. Oliver, is the greatest extent that

The

can be imagined.

was subsequently rectified.
Lodge, having changed its name
to St. Martin, received in 1749 a warrant
from Lord Byron, who was then Grand
Master of England. Lord Cranstoun had
previously, in October, 1745, granted a
warrant to the second Lodge. Preston says
that Lord Byron issued a Provincial Patent
for Denmark, in other words, established a
Provincial Grand Lodge. Calcott says he
appointed Count Deuneskiold Laurwig
Provincial Grand Master for Denmark and
Norway. The Provincial Grand Lodge of
Denmark must then have been established
in 1749
but a writer in the London Freemason's Quarterly Magazine for September,
1853, places its date at 1745, and the Grand
first

;

Lodge of Denmark is said in the recent
calendars to have been organized in 1747.
These dates are irreconcilable. The Grand
Lodge of Denmark was actually founded
in 1792.
A Lodge had been established at
Copenhagen, by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, underthe name of "Le petit Nombre ;"
and in 1753 its Master was elevated by that
body to the rank of a Provincial Grand

The vicinity of Denmark to Germany caused the introduction of many of

Master.

the Rites which agitated the latter country.
But the primitive Lodges worked in the
York Eite. On January 6th, 1855, King
Christian VIII., who, when crowned Prince,
had assumed the Protectorship of the
Danish Lodges, and who was distinguished
for his

Masonic

zeal,

introduced the Eite

of Zinnendorf according to the Swedish
system, which was adopted as the national
Rite of Denmark.
Oeposlte. The deposite of the substitute ark is celebrated in the degree of
Select Master, and is supposed to have taken
place in the last year of the building of
Solomon's Temple, or 1000 b. c. This is
therefore adopted as the date in Cryptic
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See Form of

the Lodge.
authority granted
by the Grand Master to a brother to act
as Provincial Grand Master was formerly
called a deputation. Thus, in Anderson's
Constitutions, (2d edition, 1738, p. 191,) it is
said, " Lovel, Grand Master, granted a deputation to Sir Edward Matthews to be Provincial Grand Master of Shropshire." It
was also used in the sense in which dispensation is now employed to denote the Grand
Master's authority for opening a Lodge.
In German Masonry, a deputation is a committee of one Lodge appointed to visit and
confer with some other Lodge.

Deputation. The

Depute Grand Master.

Depute

a Scotticism used in the " Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge of Scotland " to
designate the officer known in England and
is

America

as

Deputy Grand Master.
In French Masonry, the

Deputy.
officers

who

Lodge in the
called its deputies. The
in another sense. When
affiliated, that is, have

represent a

Grand Orient are
word is also used
two Lodges are

adopted a compact of union, each appoints
a deputy to represent it at the meetings
of the other. He is also called garant
d'amita, and is entitled to a seat in the
East.

Deputy Grand

Chapter. In the
Constitution adopted in January, 1798, by
the "Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the
Northern States of America," which afterwards became the " General Grand Chapter," it was provided that Grand Bodies of
the system should be established in the difwhich should be known as
"Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapters."
But in the succeeding year, on the adoption of a new Constitution, the title was
changed to " State Grand Chapters." Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New York
are the only States in which Deputy Grand
ferent States,

Masonry.
In the legendary history of Freemasonry Chapters were organized.
as preserved in the Cryptic degrees, two
Deputy Grand Master. The asdeposited are spoken of; the deposite of the sistant and, in his absence, the representasubstitute Ark, and the deposite of the tive of the Grand Master.
The office
Word, both being referred to the same year originated in the year 1721, when the Duke
and being" different parts of one transac- of Montagu was authorized by the Grand
tion.
They have, therefore, sometimes Lodge to appoint a Deputy. The object
been confounded. The deposite of the Ark evidently was to relieve a nobleman, who
was made by the three Grand Masters that was Grand Master, from troublesome de;

Word by Hiram Abif alone.
Deposite, Year of. See Anno

of office. The Constitutions give a
Deputy Grand Master no other prerogatives than those which he claims in the
Depth of the liOdge. This is said Grand Master's right. He presides over
to be from the surface to the centre, and is the Craft in the absence of the Grand Masthe expression of an idea connected with the ter, and, on the death of that officer, sucsymbolism of the form of the Lodge as in- ceeds to his position until a new election.
dicating the universality of Masonry. The In England, and in a few States of Ameriof the

tails

-De-

;
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he is appointed by the Grand Master
but the general usage in this country is to
elect him.
Deputy liOdge. In Germany, a
Deputations-Loge, or Deputy Lodge, was
formed by certain members of a Lodge who
lived at a remote distance from it, and who
met under the name and by the authority
of the mother Lodge, through whom alone
it was known to the Grand Lodge, or the
other Lodges. Such bodies are not known
in England or America, and are not now

ca,

uncompromising, and not
But in intellectual attainments he was inferior to none
of his adversaries, and in a philosophical

sarcastic, bitter,

altogether sincere or veracious.

appreciation of the character of the Masonic institution he was in advance of the
Doubtless he dismemspirit of his age.
bered the third degree, and to him we owe
the establishment of English Eoyal Arch
Masonry. He had the assistance of Ramsay, but he did not adopt Ramsay's Scottish

Royal Arch Masonry, as we now
came from the fertile brain and inDeputy Master. In England, when trepid heart of Dermott. It was finally
the Grand Master is also Master of a pri- adopted by his opponents in 1813, and it is
so

common

in

Germany

as formerly.

vate Lodge, his functions are performed by
an officer appointed by him, and called a
Deputy Master, who exercises all the prerogatives and enjoys all the privileges of a
regular Master. In Germany, the Master
of every Lodge is assisted by a Deputy Master, who is either appointed by the Master,
or elected by the members, and who exercises the powers of the Master in the absence of that officer.

Dermott, lianrence. He

was at

the Grand Secretary, and afterwards
the Deputy Grand Master, of that body of
Masons who, in 1739, seceded from the
Grand Lodge of England, and called themselves " Ancient York Masons," stigmatiziirst

ing the regular Masons as "moderns."
In 1756, Dermott published the Book of
Constitutions of his Grand Lodge, under
the title of " Ahiman Kezon or a help to
all that are or would be Free and Accepted
Masons, containing the quintessence of all
that has been published on the subject of
Freemasonry." This work passed through
several editions, the last of which was
edited, in 1813, by Thomas Harper, the
Deputy Grand Master of the Ancient Masons, under the title of " The Constitutions
of Freemasonry, or Ahiman Eezon."
Dermott was undoubtedly the moving
and sustaining spirit of the great schism
which, from the middle of the eighteenth
to the beginning of the nineteenth century,
divided the Masons of England; and his
character has not been spared by the adherents of the constitutional Grand Lodge.
Lawrie {Hist., p.
says of him: "The
117,J
unfairness with which he has stated the
proceedings of the moderns, the bitterness
with which he treats them, and the quackery
and vainglory with which he displays his
own pretensions to superior knowledge, deserve to be reprobated by every class of
Masons who are anxious for the purity of
their Order and the preservation of that
charity and mildness which ought to characterize all their proceedings." I am afraid
that there is much truth in this estimate of
Dermott's character. As a polemic, he was
;

degree.

have

it,

hardly
fected

now a question that the change efby him in the organization of the

in 1740 has been of evident advantage to the service of Masonic sym-

York Rite
bolism.

Derwentwater.

Charles Eadcliffe,
Earl of Derwentwater, which title
he assumed on the death of the unmarried
son of his brother, James Eadcliffe, Earl
of Derwentwater, who was executed tor
rebellion in 1716, in London, was the first
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
France, to which office he was elected on
the organization of the Grand Lodge in
Charles Radclifie was arrested with
1725.
his brother, Lord Derwentwater, in 1715,
for having taken part in the rebellion of
that year to restore the house of Stuart to

titular

the throne. Both were convicted- of treaand the Earl suffered death, but his
brother Charles made his escape to France,
and thence to Rome, where he received a
After
trifling pension from the Pretender.
a residence of some years, he went to Paris,
where, with the Chevalier Maskelyne, Mr.
Heguetty, and some other Englishmen, he
established a Lodge in the Rue des Boucheries, which was followed by the organization of several others, and Eadcliffe, who
had taken the title of Earl of Derwentwater on the death of his youthful nephew,
the son of the last Earl, was elected Grand
Master. Leaving France for a time, in
1733 he was succeeded in the Grand MasEadcliffe
tership by Lord Harnouester.
made many visits to England after that
time in unsuccessful pursuit of a pardon.
Finally, on the attempt of the young Pretender to excite a rebellion in 1745, he
sailed from France to join him, and the
vessel in which he had embarked having
been captured by an English cruiser, he was
carried to London and decapitated December 8, 1746.
son,

Desaguliers, Jobn Theopbilus.
those who were engaged in the revival

Of

of Freemasonry in the oeginning of the
eighteenth century, none performed a more
important part than he to whom may be

.

DESAGULIER3

DESAGULIERS

well applied the epithet of the Father of
Modern Speculative Masonry, and to whom,
perhaps, more than any other person, is the
present Grand Lodge of England indebted
for its existence.
sketch, of his life,
drawn from the scanty materials to be found
in Masonic records, and in the brief notices
of a few of his contemporaries, cannot fail
to be interesting to the student of Masonic

made a Mason in the Lodge meeting at
Goose and Gridiron, in St. Paul's churchyard, which subsequently took the name of

A

history.

The Rev. John Theophilus Desaguliers,
LL.D., F.K.S., was born on the 12th of
March, 1683, at Rochelle, in France. He
was the son of a French Protestant clergyman and, his father having removed to
England as a refugee on the revocation of
the edict of Nantes, he was educated at
Christ Church, OxfordjWhere he took'lessons
;

of the celebrated Keill in experimental philosophy. In 1713 he received the degree
of Master of Arts, and in the same year
succeeded Dr. Keill as a lecturer on experimental philosophy at Hart Hall. In
the year 1714 he removed to Westminster,
where he continued his course of lectures,
being the first one, it is said, who ever lectured upon physical science in the metropolis.
At this time he attracted the notice
and secured the friendship of Sir Isaac
Newton. His reputation as a philosopher
obtained for him a fellowship in the Eoyal
He was also about this time adSociety.
mitted to clerical orders, and appointed by
the Duke of Chandos his chaplain, who
also presented him to the living of Whitchurch. In 1718 he received from the University of Oxford the degree of Doctor of
Laws, and was presented by the Earl of
Sunderland to a living in Norfolk, which
he afterwards exchanged for one in Essex.
He maintained, however, his residence in
London, where he continued to deliver his
lectures until his death.
His contributions to science consist of a
Treatise on the Construction of Chimneys,

translated from the French, and published
in 1716;
Course of Experimental Philosophy, in two volumes, 4to, published in
1734; and in 1735 he edited an edition of

A

Gregory's Elements of Catoptrics and DiopHe also translated from the Latin
Gravesandes' Mathematical Elements of
Natural Philosophy.
In the clerical profession he seems not to
have been an ardent worker, and his theological labors were confined to the publica-'
tion of a single sermon on repentance. He
was in fact more distinguished as a scientist
than as a clergyman, and Priestly calls him
"an indefatigable experimental philosopher."
It is, however, as a Mason that Dr. Detrics.

saguliers will most attract our attention.
Soon after his arrival in London he was
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the " Lodge of Antiquity." " The peculiar
principles of the Craft," says Dr. Oliver,
"struck him as being eminently calculated
to contribute to the benefit of the community at large, if they could be redirected
into the channel from which they had been
diverted by the retirement of Sir Christopher Wren." It is said that he visited
that veteran architect, and from his conversations with him was induced to inaugurate those measures which led in 1717 to
the revival of Freemasonry in the south
of England.
The reputation of Desaguliers as a man of science enabled him to secure the necessary assistance of older Masons to carry the design of revival into
efiect, and, supported by the activity and
zeal of many brethren, he succeeded in obtaining a meeting of the four London Lodges
in 1717 at the Apple-Tree Tavern, where
the Grand Lodge was constituted in due
form, and at a subsequent meeting, on St.
John the Baptist's day, Antony Sayer was
elected Grand Master. In 1719 Desaguliers
was elevated to the throne of the Grand
Lodge, succeeding George Payne, and being
thus the third Grand Master after the
revival.
He paid much attention to the
interests of the Fraternity, and so elevated
the character of the Order, that the records
of the Grand Lodge show that during his
administration several of the older brethren
who had hitherto neglected the Craft resumed their visits to the Lodges, and many
noblemen were initiated into the Institution.

Dr. Desaguliers was peculiarly zealous in
the investigation and collection of the old
records of the society, and to him we are
principally indebted for the preservation
of the " Charges of a Freemason " and the
preparation of the "General Kegulations,"
which are found in the first edition of the
Constitutions; which, although attributed
to Dr. Anderson, were undoubtedly compiled under the supervision of Desaguliers.
Anderson, we suppose, did the work, while
Desaguliers furnished much of the material and the thought. One of the first controversial works in favor of Freemasonry,
namely,, -4 Detection of Dr. Plots' Account
of the Freemasons, was also attributed to his
pen but he is said to have repudiated the
credit of its authorship, of which indeed
the paper ftirnishes no internal evidence.
In 1721 he delivered before the Grand
Lodge what the records call " an eloquent
oration about Masons and Masonry." It
does not appear that it was ever published,
at least no copy of it is extant, although
Kloss puts the title at the head of his Cata;

:

!
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DES

ihgue of Masonic Orations. It ia, indeed,
the first Masonic address of which, we have

one of the most learned and distinguished
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men

of his day."

In 1713, Desaguliers had married a
any notice, and would be highly interesting,
because it would give us, in all probability, daughter of William Pudsey, Esq., by
Alexander, who
as Kloss remarks, the views of the Masons whom he had two sons,
of that day in reference to the design of the was a clergyman, and Thomas, who went
into the army, and became a colonel of
Institution.
After his retirement from the office of artillery and an equerry to George III.
The latter days of Dr. Desaguliers are
Grand Master, in 1720, Desaguliers was
three times appointed Deputy Grand Mas- said to have been clouded with sorrow and
De Feller, in the Biographie
ter
in 1728, by the Duke of Warton in poverty.
1724, by the Earl of Dalkeith; in 1725, by Universelle, says that he became insane,
Lord Paisly; and during this period of dressing sometimes as a harlequin, and
service he did many things for the benefit sometimes as a clown, and that in one of
of the Craft among others, initiating that these fits of insanity he died. And Cawscheme of charity which was subsequently thorn, in a poem entitled ITie Vanity of
developed in what is now known in the Human Enjoyments, intimates, in the folGrand Lodge of England as the Fund of lowing lines, that Desaguliers was in very
necessitous circumstances at the time of
Benevolence.

—

;

:

;

After this. Dr. Desaguliers passed over
and resided for a few
In 1731 he was at the
Hague, and presided as Worshipful Master
of a Lodge organized under a special deputation for the purpose of initiating and
passing the Duke of Lorraine, who was
subsequently Grand Duke of Tuscany, and
The duke
then Emperor of Germany.
was, during the same year, made a Master
Mason in England.
On his return to England, Desaguliers
was considered, from his position in Masonry, as the most fitting person to confer
the degrees on the Prince of Wales, who
was accordingly entered, passed, and raised
in an occasional Lodge, held on two occasions at Kew, over which Dr. Desaguliers
presided as Master.
Dr. Desaguliers was very attentive to his
Masonic duties, and punctual in his attendance on the communications of the Grand
Lodge. His last recorded appearance by
name is on the 19th of March, 1741, but a
few years before his death.
Of Desagulier's Masonic and personal
character. Dr. Oliver gives, from tradition,
the following description
"There were many traits in his charac-

to the Continent,
years in Holland.

redound to his immortal praise.
was a grave man in private life, almost
approaching to austerity; but he could

ter that

He

relax in the private recesses of a tiled
Lodge, and in company with brothers and
fellows, where the ties of social intercourse
are not particularly stringent. He considered the proceedings of the Lodge as strictly
confidential
and being persuaded that his
brothers by initiation actually occupied the
same position as brothers by blood, he was
undisguisedly free and familiar in the mutual interchange of unrestrained courtesy.
In the Lodge he was jocose and freehearted, sang his song, and had no objec(ion to his share of the bottle, although
;

his death:

"

How poor, neglected Desaguliers fell
How he who taught two gracious kings

to

view

All Boyle eanobled and all Bacon Jjnew,
Died in a cell, without a friend to save,
Without a guinea, and without a grave."

But the accounts of the French biographer and the English poet are most probably both apocryphal, or, at least, much
exaggerated; for Nichols, who knew him
personally, and has given a fine portrait
of him in the ninth volume of his Idterary
Anecdotes, says that he died on the 29th
of February, 1744, at the Bedford Coffee
House, and was buried in the Savoy.
To few Masons of the present day, except
to those who have made Freemasonry a
subject of especial study, is the name of
Desaguliers very familiar. But it is well
they should know that to him, perhaps,
more than to any other man, are we indebted for the present existence of Freemasonry as a living institution for when,
in the beginning of the eighteenth century.
Masonry had fallen into a state of decadence which threatened its extinction, it
was Desaguliers who, by his energy and
enthusiasm, infused a spirit of zeal into
his contemporaries, which culminated in
the revival of the year 1717 and it was
his learning and social position that gave
a standing to the Institution, which brought
to its support noblemen and men of influence, so that the insignificant assemblage
of four London Lodges at the Apple-Tree
Tavern has expanded into an association
which now overshadows the entire civilized
world. And the moving spirit of all this
was John Theophilus Desaguliers.
;

;

I>es £tangs, STlcholas Charles.
Masonic reformer, who was born at AUichamps, in France, on the 7th of September,
1766, and died at Paris on the 6th of May,
1847.
He was initiated, in 1797, into Ma-
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sonry in the Lodge L'Heureuse Kencontre.
He subsequently removed to Paris, where,
in 1822, he became the Master of the Lodge
of Triiiosophs, which position he held for
nine years. Thinking that tlie ceremonies
of the Masonic system in France did not
respond to the dignity of the Institution,
but were gradually being diverted from its

he determined to commence a reform in the recognized dogmas,
legends, and symbols, which he proposed to
present in new forms more in accord with
the manners of the present age. There
original design,

was, therefore, very little of conservation
the system of Des Etangs. It was, how-

ill

adopted for a time by many of the
Parisian Lodges, and Des Etangs was
loaded with honors. His Eite embraced
five degrees, viz., 1, 2, 3, the Symbolic degrees; 4, the Rose Croix rectified; 5, the
Grand Elect Knight Kadosh. He gave to
his system the title of " Masonry Eestored
ever,

to its True Principles," and fully developed
it in his work entitled Veritable Lien des

Peupks, which was first published in 1823.
Des Etangs also published in 1825 a very
able reply to the calumnies of the Abb6
Barruel, under the title of La Frano-Maqonnerie justifee de toute les oalomnies repanIn the system of Des
dues contre elles.
Etangs, the Builder of the Temple is supposed to symbolize the Good Genius of Humanity destroyed by Ignorance, Falsehood,
and Ambition ; and hence the third degree
is supposed to typify the battle between liberty and despotism. In the same spirit, the
justness of destroying impious kings is considered the true dogma of the Rose Croix.
I n fact, the tumults of the French revolution,
in which Des Etangs took no inconsiderable share, had infected his spirit with a
political temperament, which unfortunately
appears too prominently in many portions
Notwithstanding
of his Masonic system.
that he incorporated two of the high degrees into his Rite, Des Etangs considered
the three Symbolic degrees as the only legitimate Masonry, and says that all other
degrees have been instituted by various
associations and among different peoples
on occasions when it was desired to revenge a death, to re-establish a prince, or
to give success to a sect.

Design of Freemasonry.

must encounter in
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their progress from igno-

rance to the acquisition of this truth.

Destruction ofthe Temple. The
Temple of King Solomon was destroyed
by Nebuchadnezzar, King of the Chaldees,
during the reign of Zedekiah, A. M. 3416,
B. c. 588, and just four hundred and sixteen
years after its dedication. Although the
city was destroyed and the Temple burnt,
the Masonic legends state that the deep
foundations of the latter were not affected.
Nebuchadnezzar caused the city of Jerusa
lem to be levelled to the ground, the royal
palace to be burned, the Temple to be pillaged as well as destroyed, and the inhabitants to be carried captive to Babylon.]
These events are symbolically detailed ia]
the Royal Arch, and, in allusion to them,
the passage of the Book of Chronicles which
records them is appropriately read during
the ceremonies of this part of the degree.
Detaclied Degrees. Side or honorary degrees outside of the regular succession of degrees of a Eite, and which, being
conferred without the authority of a supreme controlling body, are said to be to
the side of or detached from the regular
regime. The word detached is peculiar to
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
Thus, in the circular of the Southern Supreme Council, October 10, 1802, is the following: "Besides those degrees which are
in regular succession, most of the Inspectors are in possession of a number of detached degrees, given in different parts of
the world, and which they generally communicate, free of expense, to those brethren who are high enough to understand

them."

Deuchar Cliarters.
of which are

and which

Warrants som e

in existence in Scotland,
are used to authorize the workstill

ing of the Knights Templars degree by

Encampments in that country.
They were designated " Deuchar Charters,"
on account of Alexander Deuchar, an engraver and heraldic writer, having been
the chief promoter of the Grand Conclave
and its first Grand Master. To his exertions, also, the Supreme Grand Royal Arch
certain

Chapter of Scotland

may be

said to have

owed its origin. He appears to have become acquainted with Knight Templarism

is

early in the present century through breth-

neither charity nor almsgiving, nor the cultivation of the social sentiment ; for both
of these are merely incidental to its organization; but it is the search after truth,
and that truth is the unity of God and the
immortality of the soul. The various degrees or grades of initiation represent the

who had been dubbed under a warrant
emanating from Dublin, and which was
held by Fratres serving in the Shropshire
Militia.
This corps was quartered in Edinburgh in 1798; and in all probability it
was through the instrumentality of its
members that the first Grand Assembly
of Knights Templars was first set up in
Edinburgh. Subsequently, this gave place
to the Grand. Assembly of High Knights

various stages through which the

It

human

mind passes, and the many diflioulties
which men, individually or collectively,
1

ren

DEUS

DEVICE

Templars in Edinburgh, working under a
ctiarter, No. 31, of the Early Grand Encampment of Ireland, of which in 1807
Deuchar was Grand Master. The Deuchar

material for thought. But it is not until
the entire volume lies unrolled before him,
in the highest degree, and the whole'speculative system of its philosophy is lying outspread before him, that he can pretend to
claim a thorough comprehension of its
plan. It is then only that he has solved
the problem, and can exclaim, " the end
has crowned the work." The Mason who
looks only on the ornamental covering of
the roll knows nothing of its contents.
Masonry is a scheme of development and
he who has learned nothing of its design,
and who is daily adding nothing to his
stock of Masonic ideas, is simply one who
It is a
is not unrolling the parchment.
custom of the Jews on their Sabbath, in the
synagogue, that a member should pay for the
privilege of unrolling the Sacred Law. So,
too, the Mason, who would uphold the law
of his Institution, must pay for the privilege, not in base coin, but in labor and research, studying its principles, searching
out its design, and imbibing all of its symbolism; and the payment thus made will
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Charters authorized

Encampments to install

"Knights Templars and Knights of St.
John of Jerusalem,"
one condition on
which these warrants were held being
" that no communion or intercourse shall
be maintained with any Chapter or Encampment, or body assuming that name,
holding meetings of Knights Templars
under a Master Mason's Charter."
In
1837 the most of these warrants were forfeited, and the Encampments erased from
the roll of the Grand Conclave, on account
of not making the required returns.
Dens Menmque JTus. God and
my right. The motto of the thirty-third
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and hence adopted as that also
of the Supreme Council of the Kite. It is

—

a Latin translation of the motto of the
royal arms of England, which is "Dieu

;

et mon droit," and concerning which we
have the following tradition. Richard Cosur purchase a rich jewel.
de Leon, besieging Gisors, in Normandy, in
Device. A term in heraldry signify1198, gave, as a parole, " Dieu et mon droit," ing any emblem used to represent a family,
because Philip Augustus, king of France, person, nation, or society, and to distinThe device is
bad, without right, taken that city, which guish such from any other.
then belonged to England. Richard, hav- usually accompanied with a suitable motto
ing been victorious with that righteous applied in a figurative sense, and its essence
parole, hence adopted it as his motto; and consists in a metaphorical similitude beit was afterwards marshalled in the arms
tween the thing representing and that repof England.
resented. Thus, the device of a lion repre-

DeTelopiuent.

The

ancients often

wrote their books on parchment, which
were made up into a roll, hence called a volume, from volvere, " to roll up." Thus, he
who read the book commenced by unrolling
it, a custom still practised by the Jews in
reading their Sacred Law, and it was not
until the whole volume wasunroUed and read
that he became the master of its contents.
Now, in the Latin language, to unfold or to
unroll was devolvere, whence we get our
English word to develop. The figurative
signification thus elicited from etymology
may be well applied to the idea of the development of Masonry.
The system of
Speculative Masonry is a volume closely
folded from unlawful eyes, and he who
would understand its true intent and meaning must follow the old proverb, and " commence at the beginning." There is no
royal road of arriving at this knowledge.
It can be attained only by laborious research.
The student must begin as an Apprentice, by studying the rudiments that
are unfolded on its first page. Then as a
Fellow Craft still more of the precious
writing is unrolled, and he acquires new
ideas.
As a Master he continues the operation, and possesses himself of additional

sents the courage of the person bearing

The oak

it.

the device of strength; the
palm, of victory the sword, of honor ; and
the eagle, of sovereign power. The several
sections of the Masonic sodality are distinguished by appropriate devices.
Besides the
1. Ancient Craft Masonry.
arms of Speculative Masonry, which are described in this work under the appropriate
head, the most common device is a square
is

;

and compass.
2. Royal Arch Masonry.
a

triple tau

The

device

is

within a triangle.

Kniqhi Templarisni.
The ancient
which was borne on the seals and
banners of the primitive Order, was two
knights riding on one horse, in allusion to
the vow of poverty taken by the founders.
The modern device of Masonic Templarism
is a cross pattee.
The device is
4. Scottish Site Masonry.
3.

device,

a double- headed eagle crowned, holding in his
claxos a sword.
5. Royal and Select Masters.
The device
is a trowel suspended within a triangle, in
which the allusion is to the tetragratnmaton
symbolized by the triangle or delta, and
the workmen at the first Temple symbolized
by the trowel.

DEVOIR
6.

cross

Bose Croix Masonry. The device is a
charged with a rose ; at its foot an eagle

and a pelican.
7. Knight of the Sun.

This old degree of
philosophical Masonry has for its device
rays of light issuing from a triangle inscribed
withinaciroleofdarkHess,yihich. "teaches us,"
says Oliver, " that when man was enlightened by the Deity with reason, he became
enabled to penetrate the darkness and obscurity which ignorance and superstition
have spread abroad to allure men to their
destruction."
Each of these devices is accompanied by
a motto which properly forms a part of it.
These mottoes will be found under the
head of Motto.
The Italian heralds have paid peculiar
attention to the subject of devices, and have
established certain laws for their construction, which are generally recognized in
other countries. These laws are, 1. That
there be nothing extravagant or monstrous
in the figures. 2. That figures be never
joined together which have no relation or
aifinity with one another.
3. That the
human body should never be used. 4. That
the figures should be few in number, and 5,
That the motto should refer to the device,
and express with it a common idea. According to P. Bouhours, the figure or emblem was called the body, and the motto
the soul of the device.
Devoir. The gilds or separate communities in the system of French compagnonage are called devoirs. See Compagnonage.
DCTOir of Knigbt. The original
meaning of devoir is duty ; and hence, in
the language of chivalry, a knight's devoir
comprehended the performance of all those
duties to which he was obligated by the
laws of knighthood and the vows taken at
his creation. These were the defence of
widows and orphans, the maintenance of
justice, and the protection of the poor and
weak against the oppressions of the strong
and great. Thus, in one of Beaumont and
Fletcher's plays, the knight says to the
lady:

a

" Madame, if any service or devoir
Of a poor errant knight may right your wrongs.
Command it I am prest to give you succor,
For to that holy end I bear my armor."
Xmight of the Burning Pestle. Act II., Scene 1.
;

The

devoir of a Knight Templar was

originally to protect pilgrims on their visit
to the Holy Land, and to defend the holy
places.
The devoir of a modern Knight
Templar is to defend innocent virgins, destitute widows, helpless orphans, and the
Christian religion.
DeTOtions. The prayers in a Com-

DIMIT

219

mandery of Knights Templars are

technically called the devotions of the knights.

That branch of logic
rules and modes of reaDialeciicke and dialecticus are used

Dialectics.

which teaches the

soning.
as corruptions of the Latin dialectica in
some of the old manuscript Constitutions,
instead of logic, in the enumeration of the

seven liberal arts and sciences.
Diamond. A precious stone; in Hebrew, thrX). It was the third stone in the
second row of the high priest's breastplate,
according to the enumeration of Aben Ezra,
and corresponded to the tribe of Zebulun.
But it is doubtful whether the diamond
was known in the time of Moses and if it
was, its great value and its insusceptibility
to the impression of a graving-tool would
have rendered it totally unfit as a stone in
the breastplate. The Vulgate more properly gives the jasper.
Dieseal. A term used by the Druids
to designate the circumambulation around
the sacred cairns, and is derived from two
words signifying " on the right of the sun,"
because the circumambulation was always
in imitation of the course of the sun, with
the right hand next to the cairn or altar.
See Oircumambulation.
Droit. See Bern MeDien et
;

mon

umque

Jus.

Dieu le Tent. Ood mils it. The
war-cry of the old Crusaders, and hence
adopted as a motto in the degrees of Templarism.

Dignitaries.

The Master, the War-

dens, the Orator, and the Secretary in a
French Lodge are called dignitaries. The
corresponding officers in the Grand Orient
are called Grand Dignitaries. In English

and American Masonic language the term
is

usually restricted to high officers of the

Grand Lodge.

Dimit. A modern, American, and
wholly indefensible corruption of the technical

word Demit.

rupt form

is

As

the use of this cor-

beginning to be very prevalent

among American Masonic writers,
proper that we should inquire which

it
is

is

the

Demit or Dimit.
For almost a century and a half the
Masonic world has been content, in its
technical language, to use the word demit.
But within a few years, a few admirers of
correct word.

—

men who are always ready to
believe that what is old cannot be good,
and that new fashions are always the best
have sought to make a change in the
well-established word, and, by altering the
e in the first syllable into an i, they make
neologisms

—

another word dimit, which they assert is
the right one. It is simply a question of
orthography, and must be settled first by
reference to usage, and then to etymology,

;

DIMIT

DIMIT

to discover which of the words sustains, by
its derivation, the true meaning which is
intended to be conveyed.
It is proper, however, to premise that
although in the seventeenth century Sir
Thomas Browne used the word demit as a

In instituting the inquiry which of these
two words is the true one, we must first
look to the general usage of Masonic writers for, after all, the rule of Horace holds
good, that in the use of words we must be
governed by custom or usage,

meaning " to depress," and Bishop
Hall used dimit as signifying to send away,
yet both words are omitted by all the early

" whose arbitrary sway
Words and the forms of language must obey."
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;

verb,

lexicographers. Neither of them is to be
found in Phillips, in 1706, nor in Blunt, in
Johnson and
1707, nor in Bailey, in 1732.
Sheridan, of a still later date, have inserted in their dictionaries demit, but not
dimit; but Walker, Richardson, and Webster give both words, but only as verbs.
The verb to demit or to dimit may be found,
but never the noun a demit or a dimit. As
a noun substantive, this word, however it
may be spelled, is unknown to the general
language, and is strictly a technical expression peculiar to Freemasonry.
As a Masonic technicality we must then
discuss it.
And, first, as to its meaning.
Dr. Oliver, who omits dimit in his Dictionary of Symbolical Masonry, defines demit
thus "
Mason is said to demit from the
:

A

Order when he withdraws from

all

connec-

It will be seen that he
tion with it."
speaks of it here only as a verb, and makes
no reference to its use as a noun.
Macoy, in his Oyclopmdia, omits demit,
but defines 'dimit thus " From the Latin
:

permit to go. The act of withdrawing from membership." To say nothing of the incorrectness of this definition, to
which reference will hereafter be made,
there is in it a violation of the principles
of language which is worthy of note. No
rule is better settled than that which makes
the verb and the noun derived from it have
the same relative signification. Thus, " to
discharge" means "to dismiss;" "a discharge" means "a dismission;" "to approve" means "to express liking;"," an
approval" means "an expression of liking;"
"to remit" means "to relax;" "a remission " means " a relaxation," and so with a
thousand other instances. Now, according
to this rule, if " to demit " means " to permit to go," then " a dimit " should mean
" a permission to go." The withdrawal is
something subsequent and consequent, but
it may never take place.
According to
Mucoy's definition of the verb, the granting of " a dimit " does not necessarily lead
dimitto, to

to the conclusion that the

Mason who

re-

has left the Lodge. He has only
been permitted to do so. This is contrary
to the universally accepted definition of
the word. Accordingly, when he comes to
define the word as a noun, he gives it the
true meaning, which, however, does not
agree with his previous definition as a verb.
ceived

it

If we shall find that the universal usage
of Masonic writers until a very recent date
has been to employ the form demit, then
we are bound to believe that it is the correct form, notwithstanding a few writers
have very recently sought to intrude the
form dimit upon us.
Now, how stands the case? The first
time that we find the word demit used is
in the second edition of Anderson's Constitutions, Anno 1732, p. 153. There it is said
that on the 25th of November, 1723, " it
was agreed that if a Master of a particular
Lodge is deposed, or demits, the Senior
Warden shall forthwith fill the Master's
Chair."
The word continued in use as a technical
word in the Masonry of England for many
years. In the editions of the Constitutions
published in 1756, p. 310, the passage just
quoted is again recited, and the word demit
is again employed in the fourth edition of
the Constitutions published in 1769, p. 358.
In the second edition of Dermott's
"Ahiman Eezon," published in 1764, (I
have not the first.) p. 52, and in the third
edition, published in 1778, p. 58, the word
demit is employed. Oliver, it will be seen,
uses it in his Dictionary, published in 1853.
But the word seems to have become obsolete in England, and to resign is now constantly used by English Masonic writers in
the place of to demit.
In America, however, the word has been
and continues to be in universal use, and
has always been spelled,until very recently,
demit.

by Taunehill, Man59 Morris, Code of Masonic
Laic, 1856, p. 289 by Hubbard, in 1851
by Chase, Digest, 1859, p. 104 by Mitchell, Masonic History, vol. ii., pp. 556, 592,
and by all the Grand Lodges whose proceedings I have examined up to the year
1860, and probably beyond that date.
On the contrary, the word dimit is of
very recent origin, and has been used only
within a few years. Usage, therefore, both
English and American, is clearly in favor
of demit, and dimit must be considered as
an interloper, and ought to be consigned
to the tomb of the Capulets.

Thus we

find it used

ual, 1845, p.

;

;

;

And now we
usage

is

are to inquire whether this
sustained by the principles of ety-

:

DIMIT

DIMIT

mology. First, let us obtain a correct definition of tlie word.
To demit, in Masonic language, means
simply to resign. The Mason who demits
from his Lodge resigns from it. The word
is used in the exact sense, for instance, in
the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of
Wisconsin, where it is said " No brother
shall be allowed to demit from any Lodge
unless for the purpose of uniting with some
other." That is to say " No brother shall
be allowed to resign from any Lodge."
:

;

Now what are the respective meanings
of demit and dimit in ordinary language ?
There the words are found to be entirely
different in signification.

To demit is derived first from the Latin
through the French demettre. In
Latin the prefixed particle de has the
-weight of down; added to the verb mittere,
to send, it signifies to let down from an
elevated position to a lower. Thus, (Jaesar
used it in this very sense, when, in describing the storming of Avaricum, [Bel. Gal.,
vii. 28,) he says that the Roman soldiers
did not let themselves down, that is, descend from the top of the wall to the level
ground. The French, looking to this reference to a descent from a higher to a
lower position, made their verb se demettre,
used in a reflective sense, signify to give up
demittere

a post, office, or occupation, that is to say,
to resign it.
And thence the English use
of the word is reducible, which makes to
demit signify to resign.
have another
word in our language also derived from demettre, and in which the same idea of resignation is apparent.
It is the word demise,
which was originally confined to express
a royal death. The old maxim was that
" the king never dies."
So, instead of saying "the death of the king," they said
" the demise of the king," thereby meaning
his resignation of the crown to his successor.
The word is now applied more generally, and we speak of the demise of Mr.
Pitt, or any other person.
To dimit is derived from the Latin dimittere.
The prefixed particle di or dis has
the effect of off from, and hence dimittere
means to send away. Thus, Terence uses it
to express the meaning of dismissing or

We

sending away an army.

Both words are now obsolete in the Englanguage. They were formerly used,

lish

but in the different senses already indicated.
Thus, HoUinshed employs demit to signify a surrender, yielding up or resignation
of a franchise.
Bishop Hall uses dimit to signify a sending away of a servant by his master.
Demit, as a noun, is not known in good
English the correlative nouns of the verbs
to demit and to dimit are demission and di;
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demit" is altogether a Masonic technicality, and is, moreover, an
Americanism of very recent usage.
It is then evident that to demit is the
proper word, and that to use to dimit is to
speak and write incorrectly. When a Mason " demits from a Lodge," we mean that
he " resigns from a Lodge," because to demit
means to resign. But what does any one
mean when he says that a Mason " dimits
from a Lodge " ? To dimit means, as we
have seen, to send away, therefore " he dimits from the Lodge" is equivalent to saying " he sends away from the Lodge," which
of course is not only bad English, but sheer
nonsense. If dimit is to be used at all, as
mission.

an active, transitive verb, it must be
used only in that form, and we must either
say that "a Lodge dimits a Mason," or that
" a Mason is dimitted by his Lodge."
I think that I have discovered the way
in which this blunder first- arose. Robert
Morris, in his Code of Masonic Law, p. 289,
has the following passage
it is

"

A

'

demit,'

technically considered,

is

the act of withdrawing, and applies to the
Lodge and not to the individual.
Mason

A

cannot demit, in the strict sense, but the
Lodge may demit (dismiss) him."
It is astonishing how the author of this
passage could have crowded into so brief a
space so many violations of grammar, law,

and common

sense.
First, to demit means
withdraw, and then this withdrawal is
made the act of the Lodge and not of the
individual, as if the Lodge withdrew the
member instead of the member withdrawing himself. And immediately afterwards,
seeing the absurdity of this doctrine, and to
make the demission the act of the Lodge,
he changes the] signification of the word,
and makes to demit mean to dismiss. Certainly it is impossible to discuss the law of
Masonic demission when such contrary
meanings are given to the word in one and
the same paragraph.
But certain wiseacres, belonging probably to that class who believe that there is
always improvement in change, seizing
upon this latter definition of Morris, that to
demit meant to dismiss, and seeing that this
was a meaning which the word never had,
and, from its derivation from demittere,
never could have, changed the word from
demit to dimit, which really does have the
meaning of sending away or dismissing.
But as the Masonic act of demission does
not mean a dismissal from the Lodge, because that would be an expulsion, but
simply a resignation, the word dimit cannot
properly be applied to the act.
Mason demits from the Lodge he resigns.
He takes out his demit, (a strictly
technical expression and altogether conto

A

;

DIOCESAN

DIONYSIAN

fined to this country;) he asks for aud receives an acceptance of his resignation.

Lawrie, Oliver, and our best writers; and
although this connection between the
Dionysian Architects and the builders of
King Solomon may not be supported by
documentary evidence, the traditionary
theory is at least plausible, and offers nothing which is either absurd or impossible.
If accepted, it supplies the necessary link
which connects the Pagan with the Jewish
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Diocesan. The fifthdegreeof Bahrdt'g
German Union.

Dlouyslan Architects. The priests
of Bacchus, or, as the Greeks called him,

Dionysus, having devoted themselves to
architectural pursuits, established about
1000 years before the Christian era a society or fraternity of builders in Asia
Minor, which is styled by the ancient
writers the Fraternity of Dionysian Archi-

and to this society was exclusively
confined the privilege of erecting temples
and other public buildings.
The members of the Fraternity of Dionysian Architects were linked together by the
secret ties of the Dionysian mysteries, into
tects,

which they had

all

been

initiated.

Thus

constituted, the Fraternity was distinguished
by many peculiarities that strikingly assimilate it to our Order. In the exercise
of charity, the "more opulent were sacredly bound to provide for the exigencies

of the poorer brethren." For the facilities
of labor and government, they were divided
into communities called amomlai, each of

which was governed by a Master and War-

They held a general assembly or
grand festival once a year, which was solemnized with great pomp and splendor.
They employed in their ceremonial observances many of the implements which are
still to be found among Freemasons, and
used, like them, a universal language, by
which one brother could distinguish another
in the dark as well as in the light, and
which served to unite tbe members scattered over India, Persia, and Syria, into
one common brotherhood. The existence
dens.

of this order in Tyre, at the time of the
building of the Temple, is universally admitted; and Hiram, the widow's son, to
whom Solomon intrusted the superintendence of the workmen, as an inhabitant of
Tyre, and as a skilful architect and cunning
and curious workman, was, very probably,
one of its members. Hence, we may legitimately suppose that the Dionysians were
sent by Hiram, king of Tyre, to assist
King Solomon in the construction of the
house he was about to dedicate to Jehovah,
and that they communicated to their Jewish fellow-laborers a knowledge of the advantages of their Fraternity, and invited
them to a participation in its mysteries and
privileges.
In this union, however, the
apocryphal legend of the Dionysians would
naturally give way to the true legend of
the Masons, which was unhappily furnished by a melancholy incident that occurred at the time. The latter part of this
statement is, it is admitted, a mere speculation, but one that has met the approval of

mysteries.
The history of this association subsequently to the Solomonic era has been detailed by Masonic writers, who have derived
their information sometimes from conjectural and sometimes from historical au-

About 300 years B. c, they were
incorporated by the kings of Pergamos at
Teos, which was assigned to them as a settlement, and where they continued for centuries as an exclusive society engaged in the
erection of works of art and the celebration of their mysteries. Notwithstanding
the edict of the Emperor Theodosius which
abolished all mystical associations, they
are said to have continued their existence
down to the time of the Crusades, and
during the constant communication which
was kept up between the two continents
passed over from Asia to Europe, where
they became known as the "Travelling
Freemasons " of the Middle Ages, into
whose future history they thus became
thority.

merged.

Dionysian Mysteries.

These myswere celebrated throughout Greece
and Asia Minor, but principally at Athens,
where the years were numbered by them.
They were instituted in honor of Bacchus,
or, as the Greeks called him, Dionysus, and
were introduced into Greece from Egypt.
In these mysteries, the murder of Dionysus
by the Titans was commemorated, in which
legend he is evidently identified with the
Egyptian Osiris, who was slain by his brother Typhon. The aspirant, in the ceremonies through which he passed, repreteries

sented the murder of the god and his
restoration to life, which, says the Baron de
Sacy, {Notes on Sainte-Oroix, ii. 86,) were
the subject of allegorical explanations altogether analogous to those which were given
to the rape of Proserpine and the murder
of Osiris.
The commencement of the mysteries was
signalized by the consecration of an egg, in
allusion to the

mundane egg from which

things were supposed to bave sprung.
The candidate having been first purified by
water, and crowned with a myrtle branch,
was introduced into the vestibule, and
there clothed in the sacred habiliments.
He was then delivered to the conductor,
who, after the mystic warning, e/caf, ekoc,
eare jie^TiXoi, "Depart hence, all ye proall

;

DIONYSIAN
fane " exhorted the candidate to exert all
his fortitude and courage in the dangers
!

and

through which he was about to
was then led through a series of
dark caverns, a part of the ceremonies
which Stobseus calls " a rude and fearful
march through night and darkness." During this passage he was terrified by the
howling of wild beasts, and other fearftil
trials

pass.

Ho

noises;
artificial
thunder reverberated
through the subterranean apartments, and

transient flashes of lightning revealed monstrous apparitions to his sight.
In this
state of darkness and terror he was kept
for three daj's and nights, after which he
commenced the aphanism or mystical death

He

DISCALCEATIOJSr

by the Titans was only an allegory of the
physical revoltitions of the world; but these
were in part, in the ancient initiations, significant of the changes of life and death

and

resurrection.

Dionysus. The Greek name

Diploma.
From

folded.

Literally

the Greek,

Director of Ceremonies,
An

or Dionysus, for they are here identical, discovered the ark in which he had been secreted, and, tearing it violently asunder,
scattered the limbs of his victim upon the
waters. The aspirant now heard the lamentations which were instituted for the
death of the god. Then commenced the
search of Khea for the remains of Dionysus.
The apartments were filled with
shrieks and groans; the initiated mingled
with their bowlings of despair the frantic
dances of the Corybantes everything was
a scene of distraction, until, at a signal
from the hierophant, the whole drama
^the mourning was turned to joy
changed
the mangled body was found ; and the aspirant was released from his confinement,
amid the shouts of Evpr/Kaiiev, Eifyxaipo/isv,
"
have found it; let us rejoice together."
The candidate was now made to descend
into the infernal regions, where he beheld
the torments of the wicked and the rewards of the virtuous. It was now that he
received the lecture explanatory of the
Eites, and was invested with the tokens
which served the initiated as a means of
recognition.
He then underwent a lustration, after which he was introduced into
the holy place, where he received the name
of epopt, and was fully instructed in the
doctrine of the mysteries, which consisted
in a belief in the existence of one God and
a, future state of rewards and punishments.
These doctrines were inculcated by a vaAfter the
riety of significant symbols.
])erformance of these ceremonies, the aspirant was dismissed, and the Kites concluded
with the pronunciation of the mystic words,
Knox Ompax. Sainte-Croix (Myst. du Pag.,
ii. 90,) says that the murder of Dionysus

rectorium or Directory.

;

We

—

means something
The word

dm'koij.

is applied in Masonry to the certificates
granted by Lodges, Chapters, and Commanderies to their members, which should
always be written on parchment. The more
usual word, however, is Cerii/Jctiife, which see.
In the Scottish Rite they are called Patents.

Qra.nd.

;

of Bac-

See Dionysian Mysteries.

chus.

was now placed on the
pastos or couch, that is, he was confined in
a solitary cell, where he could reflect seriously on the nature of the undertaking in
which he was engaged. During this time,
he was alarmed with the sudden crash of
waters, which was intended to represent
the deluge. Typhon, searching for Osiris,
of Bacchus.
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the Grand Lodge
has the care of the regalia, clothing, insignia, and jewels belonging to the Grand Lodge. His jewel is two
batons crossed in saltire.
Directory. In German Lodges, the
Master and other officers constitute a council of management, under the name of Diof England,

officer in

who

Directory,

Roman HelTctic.

The name assumed in 1739 by the Supreme Masonic authority at Lausanne, in
Switzerland. See Switzerland.

Discalceation, Rite of. The ceremony of taking off the shoes, as a token of
respect, whenever we are on or about to
approach holy ground. It is referred to in
Exodus iii. 5, where the angel of the
Lord, at the burning bush, exclaims to
Moses " Draw not nigh hither put oflT
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground." It
is again mentioned in Joshua v. 15, in the
following words " And the captain of the
Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy
shoe from oif thy foot for the place whereon
thou standest is holy." And lastly, it is alluded to in the injunction given in Ecclesiastes V. 1 " Keep thy foot when thou goest
to the house of God."
The Rite, in fact, always was, and still is,
used among the Jews and other Oriental
:

;

:

;

:

nations when entering their temples and
other sacred edifices. It does not seem to
have been derived from the command given
to Moses
but rather to have existed as a
;

religious custom from time immemorial,
and to have been borrowed, as Mede supposes, by the Gentiles, through tradition,
from the patriarchs.
The direction of Pythagoras to his disciples was ih these words: Avvk6Stito^ 6ve

ml

—

izpbaKvvei
that is, "Offer
worship with thy shoes off."

sacrifice

and

Justin Martyr says that those who came
worship in the sanctuaries and temples
of the Gentiles were commanded by their
to

priests to

put

off their shoes.
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Drusius, in his Notes on the Book of
Joshua, says that among most of the Eastern nations it was a pious duty to tread the
pavement of the temple with unshod feet.
Maimonides, the great expounder of the
Jewish law, asserts [Beth Habbechirah, c.
vii.,) that "it was not lawful for a man to
come into the mountain of God's house
with his shoes on his feet, or with his staff,
or in his working garments, or with dust on
his feet."

Kabbi Solomon, commenting on the comin Leviticus xix. 30, "

mand

Ye

shall rev-

my

sanctuary," makes the same remark in relation to this custom. On this
subject, Oliver {Hist. Landm., ii. 481,) observes " Now the act of going with naked
feet was always considered a token of humility and reverence; and the priests, in
temple worship, always oflaciated with feet
uncovered, although it was frequently injurious to their health."
Mede quotes Zago Zaba, an Ethiopian
bishop, who was ambassador from David,
king of Abyssinia, to John III., of Portu"
gal, as saying
are not permitted to
enter the church except barefooted."

erence

:

We

:

The Mohammedans, when about to perform their devotions, always leave their
slippers at the door of the mosque. The
Druids practised the same custom whenever they celebrated their sacred rites and
the ancient Peruvians are said always to
have left their shoes at the porch when
they entered the magnificent temple consecrated to the worship of the sun.
Adam Clarke {Oomm. on Exod.) thinks
that the custom of worshipping the Deity
barefooted, was so general among all nations of antiquity, that he assigns it as one
of his thirteen proofs that the whole human race have been derived from one
family.
Finally, Bishop Patrick, speaking of the
origin of this Rite, says, in his Commentaries : " Moses did not give the first beginning to this Eite, but it was derived from
the patriarchs before him, and transmitted
to future times from that ancient, general
tradition; for we find no command in the
law of Moses for the priests performing the
service of the temple without shoes, but it
is certain they did so from immemorial custom and so do the Mohammedans and
other nations at this day."
;

;

Disciplina Arcani.

See Discipline

of the Secret.

Discipline.
Masons, in

its

This word

is

used by

ecclesiastical sense, to sig-

nify the execution of the laws by which a
Lodge is governed, and the infliction of the
penalties enjoined against offenders who
are its members, or, not being members, live
within its jurisdiction.
To discipline a Ma-

is to subject him to punishment.
Jurisdiction and Punishment.

son

Discipline of the Secret.

See

There

existed in the earlier ages of the Christian
church, a mystic and secret worship, from
which a portion of the congregation was

peremptorily excluded, and whose privacy
was guarded, with the utmost care, from
the obtrusive eyes of all who had not been
duly initiated into the sacred rites that
qualified them to be present.
This custom of communicating only to a
portion of the Christian community, the
more abstruse doctrines and more sacred
ceremonies of the church, is known among
ecclesiastical writers by the name of " DisciPUNA Arcani," or " The Discipline of
the Secret."
Converts were permitted to attain a
knowledge of all the doctrines, and participate in the sacraments of the church,
only after a long and experimental probation.
The young Christian, like the disciple of Pythagoras, was made to pass
through a searching ordeal of time and
patience, by which his capacity, his fidelity,
and his other qualifications were strictly
tested.
For this purpose, different ranks
were instituted in the congregation. The
lowest of these were the Catechumens.
These were occupied in a study of the elementary principles of the Christian religion.

Their connection with the church was not
consummated by baptism, to which rite
they were not admitted, even as spectators,
it being the symbol of a higher degree ; but
their initiation was accompanied with
solemn ceremonies, consisting of prayer,
signing with the cross, and the imposition
of hands by the priest. The next degree

was that of the Competentes, or seekers.
When a Catechumen had exhibited satisfactory evidences of his proficiency in religious knowledge, he petitioned the Bishop
for the Sacrament of baptism.
His name
was then registered in the books of the
church. After this registration, the can-

didate underwent the various ceremonies
appropriate to the degree upon which he

was about

to enter.

He

was examined by

the bishop as to his attainments in Christianity, and, if approved, was exorcised for

twenty days, during which time he was
subjected to rigorous fasts, and, having
made confession, the necessary penance was
prescribed.
He was then, for the first time,
instructed in the words of the Apostles'
creed, a symbol of which the Catechumens
were entirely ignorant.
Another ceremony peculiar to the Competentes, was that of going about with
their faces veiled.
St. Augustine explains

the ceremony by saying that the Competentes went veiled in public as an image of
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the slavery of Adam after his expulsion common, we are now about to speak in an
from Paradise, and that, after baptism, the especial manner of the Heavenly Mysteries,
veils were taken away as an emblem of the which none can hear except those who,
liberty of the spiritual life which was ob- by the gift of the Lord, are able to comtained by the sacrament of regeneration. prehend them."
The mysteries of the church were diSome other significant ceremonies, but of
a less important character, were used, and vided, like the Ancient Mysteries, into the
The former was
the Competent, having passed through them lesser and the greater.
called " Missa Catechumenorum," or the
all, was at length admitted to the highest
Mass of the Catechumens, and the latter,
degree.
The Mdeles, or Faithful, constituted the "Missa Fidelium," or the Mass of the
Baptism was the Faithful. The public service of the church
third degree or order.
ceremony by which the Competentes, after consisted of the reading of the Scripture,
an examination into their proficiency, were and the delivery of a sermon, which was
admitted into this degree. "They were entirely of a moral character. These being
thereby," says Bingham, "made complete concluded, the lesser mysteries, or mass of
and perfect Christians, and were, upon that the Catechumens, commenced. The deacon
account, dignified with several titles of proclaimed in a loud voice, "iVe quis audihonor and marks of distinction above the entium, ne quis injidelium," that is, "Let
Catechumens." They were called Illumi- none who are simply hearers, and let no
naM, or Illuminated, because they had been infidels be present." All then who had not
enlightened as to those secrets which were acknowledged their faith in Christ by placconcealed from the inferior orders. They ing themselves among the Catechumens,
were also called Iniiiati, or Initiated, be- and all Jews and Pagans, were caused to
cause they were admitted to a knowledge retire, that the Mass of the Catechumens
of the sacred mysteries; and so commonly might begin. And now, for better security,
was this name in use, that, when Chrysos- a deacon was placed at the men's door and
tom and the other ancient writers spoke of a sub-deacon at the women's, for the deatheir concealed doctrines, they did so in cons were the door-keepers, and, in fact,
ambiguous terms, so as not to be under- received that name in the Greek church.
which constood by the Catechumens, excusing them- The Mass of the Catechumens
selves for their brief allusions, by saying, sisted almost entirely of prayers, with the
" the Initiated know what we mean." And Episcopal benediction
was then perso complete was the understanding of the formed.
ancient Fathers of a hidden mystery, and
This part of the service having been
an initiation into them, that St. Am- concluded, the Catechumens were dismissed
brose has written a book, the title of which by the deacons, with the expression, " Catechumens, depart in peace." The Compeis. Concerning those who are Initiated into
Mysteries.
They were also called tentes, however, or those who had the
the
the Perfect, to intimate that they had at- second or intermediate degree, remained
tained to a perfect knowledge of all the until the prayers for those who were posdoctrines and sacraments of the church.
sessed of evil spirits, and the supplications
There were certain prayers, which none for themselves, were pronounced. After
but the Faithful were permitted to hear. this, they too were dismissed, and none
Among these was the Lord's prayer, which, now remaining in the church but the
Faithful, the Missa Fidelium, or greater
for this reason, was commonly called Oramysteries, commenced.
tio Fidelium, or, " The Prayer of the FaithThe formula of dismission used by the
ful."
They were also admitted to hear dis•'
Holy
courses upon the most profound mysteries deacon on this occasion was
of the church, to which the Catechumens things- for the holy, let the dogs depart,"
were strictly forbidden to listen. St. Am- Sanota Sanctis, foris canes.
brose, in the book written by him to the
The Faithful then all repeated the creed,
Inititated, says that sermons on the subject which served as an evidence that no inof morality were daily preached to the truder or uninitiated person was present;
Catechumens; but to the Initiated they because the creed was not revealed to the
gave an explanation of the Sacraments, Catechumens, but served as a password to
which, to have spoken of to the unbaptized, prove that its possessor was an initiate.
which,
would have rather been like a betrayal of After prayers had been offered up,
mysteries than instruction. And St. Au- however, diflFered from the supplications in
gustine, in one of his sermons to the Faith- the former part of the service, by the in" Having now dismissed the troduction of open allusions to the most
ful, says
Catechumens, you alone have we retained abstruse doctrines of the church, which
to hear us, because, in addition to those were never named in the presence of the
things which belong to all Christians in Catechumens, —the oblations were made,

—

—

:

—

:

2D

.
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ferred to pardon the offence after the law
had been violated, rather than to give a
previous license for its violation, he adds,
" but however much the Roman Pontifis
and pious Bishops felt of reverence for the
ancient Regulations, they were often compeace."
Bingham records the following rites as pelled to depart in some measure from
having been concealed from the Catechu- them, for the utility of the church and
mens, and intrusted, as the sacred myste- this milder measure of acting the jurists
the manner of called a dispensation."
ries, only to the Faithful
This power to dispense with theprovisions
receiving baptism the ceremony of confir-

and the Eucharistical Sacrifice, or Lord's
Supper, was celebrated. Prayers and invocations followed, and at length the service
was concluded, and the assembly was dismissed by the benediction, "Depart in

;

:

;

the ordination of priests ; the
celebrating the Eucharist; the
and the docliturgy, or divine service
trine of the Trinity, the creed, and the
Lord's prayer, which last, however, were
begun to be explained to the Corapetentes.
Such was the celebrated Discipline of the
Secret in the early Christian church. That
its origin, so far as the outward form was
concerned, is to be found in the Mysteries
of Paganism, there can be no doubt, as has
been thus expressed by the learned Mosheim " Religion having thus, in both its
branches, the speculative as well as the
practical, assumed a twofold character,
the one public or common, the other private or mysterious, it was not long before
a distinction of a similar kind took place
also in the Christian discipline and form
for, observing that in
of divine worship
Egypt, as well as in other countries, the
heathen worshippers, in addition to their
to which
public religious ceremonies,
every one was admitted without distinchad certain secret and most sacred
tion,
rites, to which they gave the name of
mysteries,' and at the celebration of
which none but persons of the most approved faith and discretion were permitted
to be present, the Alexandrian Christians
first, and after them others, were beguiled
into a notion that they could not do better
than make the Christian discipline accommodate itself to this model."
Discovery of the Body. See Eu-

mation

;

mode of

;

:

—

;

—

—

'

resis.

DiscoTcry, Year of the.

"

Anno

Inventionis," or " in the Year of the Discovery," is the style assumed by the "Royal
Arch Masons, in commemoration of an
event which took place soon after the commencement of the rebuilding of the Temple

by Zerubbabel.

A

Dispensation.
permission to do
that which, without such permission, is
forbidden by the Constitutions and usages
of the Order.
Du Cange {Olossarium) defines a dispensation to be a prudent relaxation of a geneProvida juris communis relaxatio.
ral law.
While showing how much the ancient ecclesiastical authorities were opposed to the
granting of dispensations, since they pre-

of law in particular cases appears to be inherent in the Grand Master; because, although frequently referred to in the old
Regulations, it always is aa if it were a
power already in existence, and never by
way of a new grant. There is no record
of any Masonic statute or constitutional
provision conferring this prerogative in disThe instances, however, in
tinct words.
which this prerogative may be exercised
are clearly enumerated in various places
of the Old Constitutions, so that there can

be no

difficulty in

understanding to what

extent the prerogative extends.
The power of granting dispensations is
confided to the Grand Master, or his representative, but should not be exercised except on extraordinary occasions, or for exThe dispensing power is
cellent reasons.
confined to only four circumstances: 1.
Lodge cannot be opened and held unless a
Warrant of Constitution be first granted by
the Grand Lodge but the Grand Master
may issue his dispensation, empowering a
constitutional number of brethren to open
and hold a Lodge until the next communication of the Grand Lodge. At this communication, the dispensation of the Grand
Master is either revoked or confirmed.
Lodge under dispensation is not permitted to be represented, nor to vote in the
Grand Lodge. 2. Not more than five candidates can be made at the same communication of a Lodge; but the Grand Master,
on the showing of sufBcient cause, may extend to a Lodge the privilege of making as
many more as he may think proper. 3.
No brother can, at the same time, belong
to two Lodges within three miles of each
other.
But the Grand Master may dispense with this regulation also. 4. Every

A

;

A

Lodge must

elect

and

install its ofiicers

on

the constitutional night, which, in most
Masonic jurisdictions, precedes the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist. Should
it, however, neglect this duty, or should
any oflScer die, or be expelled, or remove
permanently, no subsequent election or installation can take place, except under dispensation of the Grand Master.

Dispensation^ liOdges under.
See Lodges under Dupensation,

Dispensations of Religion. An
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attempt has been made to symbolize the
Pagan, the Jewish, and the Christian dispensations by a certain ceremony of the
Master's degree which dramatically teaches
the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul. The reference made
in this ceremony to portions of the first,
second, and third degrees is used to demon-

Mason's degree, which, in its original conception, before it was dismembered by the
innovations of the Royal Arch, was perfect and complete in its consummation of
all Masonic light, symbolizes the last, or
Christian dispensation, where the great and

strate the difference of the three dispensations in the reception of these two dogmas.
It is said that the unsuccessful effort in the
Entered Apprentice's degree refers to the

heathen dispensation, where neither the
resurrection of the body nor the immortality of the soul was recognized
that the
second unsuccessful effort in the Fellow
Craft's degree refers to the Jewish dispensation, where, though the resurrection of the
body was unknown, the immortality of the
soul was dimly hinted and that the final
and successful effort in the Master's degree
;

;

symbolizes the Christian dispensation, in
which, through the teachings of the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, both the resurrection
of the body and the immortality of the soul
were clearly brought to light. This symbolism, which was the invention of a peripatetic lecturer in the South about fifty
years ago, is so forced and fanciful in its
character, that it did not long survive the
local and temporary teachings of its inventor, and is only preserved here as an
instance of how symbols, like metaphors,

consoling doctrine of the resurrection to
eternal life is the crowning lesson taught
by its Divine founder. This subject is very
fully treated by the Rev. James Watson,
in an address delivered at Lancaster,
Eng., in 1795, and contained in Jones's
Masonic Miscellanies, p. 245 better, I think,
;

by him than even by Hutchinson.
Beautiful as this symbolism may

is

which

is

much

older,

having

ori-

ginated among the lecture-makers of the
eighteenth century, which for a long time
formed a portion of the authorized ritual,
and is still repeated with approbation by
some distinguished writers. In this the
three degrees are said to be symbols, in the
progressive knowledge which they impart
of the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, and the
Christian dispensations.
The first, or Entered Apprentice's degree, in which but little Masonic light is
communicated, and which, indeed, is only
preparatory and introductory to the two
succeeding degrees, is said to symbolize the
first, or Patriarchal dispensation, the earliest revelation, where the knowledge of
God was necessarily imperfect, his worship only a few simple rites of devotion,
and the religious dogmas merely a general
system of morality. The second, or Fellow
Craft's degree, is symbolic of the second or
Mosaic dispensation, in which, while there

many

imperfections, there was
also a great increase of religious knowledge, and a nearer approximation to divine
truth, with a promise in the future of a
better theodicy.
But the third, or Master

were

still

and

;

Dispersion of Mankind.

another symbolism of the

three degrees, as illustrating three dispensations,

be,

appropriately fitting in all its parts to the
laws of symbolic science, it is evident that
its origin cannot be traced fiarther back
than to the period when. Masonry was first
divided into three distinctive degrees nor
could it have been invented later than the
time when Masonry was deemed, if not an
exclusively Christian organization, at least
to be founded on and fitly illustrated by
Christian dogmas. At present, this symbolism, though preserved in the speculations of such Christian writers as Hutchinson and Oliver, and those who are attached
to their peculiar school, finds no place in
the modern cosmopolitan rituals. It may
belong, as an explanation, to the history
of Masonry, but can scarcely make a part
of its symbolism.

may sometimes run mad.
But there
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The

dispersion of mankind at the tower of Babel and on the plain of Shinar, which is
recorded in the book of Genesis, has given
rise to a Masonic tradition of the following
purport. The knowledge of the great truths

God and immortality wgre known to
Noah, and by him communicated to his
immediate descendants, the Noachidse or
Noachites, by whom the true worship continued to be cultivated for some time after

of

the subsidence of the deluge ; but when the
race were dispersed, a portion lost
sight of the divine truths which had been

human

communicated to them from their common
ancestor, and fell into the most grievous theological errors, corrupting the purity of the
worship and the orthodoxy of the religious
faith which they had primarily received.
These truths were preserved in their integrity by but a very tew in the patriarchal'
line, while still fewer were enabled to retain only dim and glimmering portions of
the true light.
The first class was confined to the direct'

descendants of Noah, and the second was
to be found among the priests and philosophers, and, perhaps, still later, among,
the poets of the heathen nations, and
among those whom they initiated into thesecrets of these truths.

;

DORIC
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The system
class has

of doctrine of the former

been called by Masonic writers

"Pure

or Primitive Freemasonry" of
and that of the latter class the
"Spurious Freemasonry" of the same period.
These terms were first used by Dr.
Oliver, and are intended to refer the word
pure to the doctrines taught by the descendants of Noah in the Jewish line, and
the word spuriom to those taught by his

the

antiquity,

—

descendants in the heathen or Gentile line.
Disputes. The spirit of all the Ancient Charges and Constitutions is, that
disputes among Masons should be settled
by an appeal to the brethren, to whose
award the disputants were required to submit.
Thus, in an Old Record of the fifteenth century, it is provided, among other
charges, that " yf any discorde schall be bitwene hym and his felows, he schall abey
liym mekely and be stylle at the byddyng
of his Master or of the Wardeyne of his
Master, in his Master's absens, to the holy
day folowyng, and that he accorde then at
the dispocition of his felows." A similar
regulation is to be found in all the other
old Charges and Constitutions, and is continued in operation at this day by the
Charges approved in 1722, which express
the same idea in more modern language.
DistinctlTe Title. In the rituals,
all Lodges are called Lodges of St. John,
but every Lodge has also another name by
which it is distinguished. This is called
its distinctive title. This usage is preserved
in the diplomas of the continental Masons,
especially the French, where the specific
name of the Lodge is always given as well
as the general title of St. John, which it
has in common with all other Lodges.
Thus, a diploma issued by a French Lodge
whose name on the Register of the Grand
Orient would perhaps be La VSrit^ will
purport to have been issued by the Lodge
of St. John, under the distinctive title of
La V6rite, " Par la Loge de St. Jean sub la
title distinctive de la V6rit6." The expression is never used in English or American
diplomas.
Distress, Sign of. See Sign of Dis-

District

An

officer

Deputy Grand Master.

appointed to inspect old Lodges,

consecrate new ones, install their ofiBcers,
and exercise a general supervision over the
Fraternity in the districts where, from the
extent of the jurisdiction, the Grand Master or his Deputy cannot conveniently attend in person. He is considered as a Grand
officer, and as the representative of the
Grand Lodge in the district in which he
In England, officers of this deresides.
scription are called Provincial Grand Masters.

Grand

liOdges. In the
District
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England, " Provincial Grand Lodges abroad,"
that is. Grand Lodges in colonies or foreign
countries, are called District Grand Lodges.
But the title of Provincial Grand Lodges
is most commonly used in actual practice.

Documents, Three Oldest.

See

Krame.

Dog. A

symbol in the higher degrees.

See Oynocephalus.

A

name given in France to
Dolmen.
the Celtic stone tables termed in England
" cromlechs."

Dominican Republic.

Masonry,

in the Dominican Republic, has for its
centre the National Grand Orient, which
possesses the supreme authority and which
practises the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
The Grand Orient is divided
into a National Grand Lodge, under which
are all the Symbolic Lodges a sovereign
Grand Chapter General, under which are
all Chapters ; and a Supreme Council, which
controls the higher degrees of the Rite.
:

Donats. A class of men who were attached to the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, or Knights of Malta. They did not
take the vows of the Order, but were employed in the different offices of the convent and hospital. In token of their connection with the Order, they wore what
was called the demi-cross. See Knight of
Malta.
Door. Every well constructed Lodge
room should be provided with two doors,
one on the left hand of the Senior Warden, communicating with the preparation
room, the other on his right hand, communicating with the Tiler's apartment. The
former of these is called the inner door, and
is under the charge of the Senior Deacon
the latter is called the outer door, and is
under the charge of the Junior Deacon.
In a well furnished Lodge, each of these
doors is provided with two knockers, one
on the inside and the other on the outside
and the outside door has sometimes a small
aperture in the centre to facilitate communications between the Junior Deacon and
theTiler. This, however, is a modern innovation, and I very much doubt its propriety
and expediency. No communication ought
legally to be held between the inside and
the outside of the Lodge except through
the door, which should be opened only after
regular alarm duly reported, and on the
order of the Worshipful Master.

—

;

Doric Order. The oldest and most
original of the three Grecian orders.
It is
remarkable for robust solidity in the column, for massive grandeur in the entablature, and for harmonious simplicity in its
construction. The distinguishing charac-

DORMANT

DRAMATIC

of this order is the want of a base.
flutings are few, large, and very little
concave. The capital has no astragal, but

DoTC. In ancient symbolism, the dove
represented purity and innocence in ecclesiology, it is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.
In Masonry, the dove is only viewed in reference to its use by Noah as a messenger.
Hence, in the Grand Lodge of England,
doves are the jewels of the Deacons, because
these officers are the messengers of the

teristic

The

only one or more hllets, which separate the
flutings from the torus.
The column of
strength which supports the Lodge is of
the Doric order, and its appropriate situation and symbolic officer are in the West.
See Orders of Architecture.
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;

Masters and Wardens. They are not so
Lodge whose used in this country. In an honorary or
Charter has not been revoked, but which side degree formerly conferred in America,
has ceased to meet and work for a long and called the " Ark and Dove," that bird

Dormant

A

liOdge.

time, is said to be dormant. It can be restored to activity only by the authority of
the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge on
the petition of some of its members, one
of whom, at least, ought to be a Past Master.
In the Lectures, according
to the present English system, the ornaments of a Master Mason's Lodge are said
to be the porch, dormer, and stone pave-

Dormer.

ment. The dormer is the window which
is supposed to give light to the Holy of
Holies. In the Olonsary of Architecture,
a dormer is defined to be a window
pierced through a sloping roof, and placed
in a small gable which rises on the side
of the roof. This symbol is not preserved
in the American system.

Dotage. The

regulations of Masonry
forbid the initiation of an old man in his
dotage; and very properly, because the imbecility of his mind would prevent his
comprehension of the truths presented to

him.

Double Cube.

A

cubical

figure,

whose length is equal to twice its breadth
and height. Solomon's Temple is said to
have been of this figure, and hence it has
sometimes been adopted as the symbol of
a Masonic Lodge. Dr. Oliver [Diet. Symb.
Mas.) thus describes the symbolism of the
double cube: "The heathen deities were
many of them represented by a cubical
stone.

Pausanius informs us that a cube

was the symbol of Mercury, because, like
the cube, he represented Truth. In Arabia,
a black stone in the form of a double cube
was reputed to be possessed of many occult
virtues. Apollo was some time worshipped
under the symbol of a square stone and it
;

recorded that when a fatal pestilence
raged at Delphi, the oracle was consulted
as to the means proper to be adopted for
the purpose of arresting its progress, and
it commanded that the cube should be doubled. This was understood by the priests
to refer to the altar, which was of a cubical
form. They obeyed the injunction, increasing the altitude of the altar to its prescribed
dimensions, like the pedestal in a Mason's
Lodge, and the pestilence ceased."
is

Double-Headed £agle.
gle,

Double- Meaded.

See Ea-

is

a prominent symbol.

Draeseke, Joban Heinricb
Dernbardt. A celebrated pulpit orator of great eloquence, who presided over
the Lodge "Oelzweig," in Bremen, for three
years, and whose contributions to Masonic
literature were collected and published in
1865, by A. W. Muller, under the title of
Bishop Braseke as a Mason. Of this work
Findel says that it "contains a string of
costly pearls full of Masonic eloquence."

Drake, Francis, M. D. Francis
Drake, M. D., F. E. S., a celebrated antiquary and historian, was initiated in the
city of

York

in 1725, and, as

Hughan

says,

"soon made his name felt in Masonry."
His promotion was rapid for in the same
year he was chosen Junior Grand Warden
of the Grand Lodge of York, and in 1726
delivered an address, which was published
with the following title " A Speech delivered to the Worshipful and Ancient Society
of Free and Accepted Masons, at a Grand
Lodge held at Merchants' Hall, in the city
of York, on St. John's Day, December the
27th, 1726. The Eight Worshipful Charles
;

:

Bathurst, Esq., Grand Master. By the Junior Grand Warden. Olim meminisse Juvabif.
York."
This address was so much
esteemed by the Grand Lodge at London,
that it caused its republication in 1729. In
this work Drake makes the important statement that the first Grand Lodge in England was held at York ; and that while it
recognizes the Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge in London as Grand Master of England, it claims that its own Grand Master
is Grand Master of all England.

Dramatic

liiterature

of Ma-

sonry.

Freemasonry has frequently supplied play-writers with a topic for the exKloss

ercise of their genius.

(Bibliog., p.

no less than fortyone plays of which Freemasonry has been
the subject. The earliest Masonic play is
noticed by Thory (Fond. Q. 0., p. 360,) as
having been performed at Paris, in 1739,
under the title oi Les Frimagons. Editions
of it were subsequently published at London, Brunswick, and Strasburg. In 1741,
we have Das Geheimniss der Frimaurer at
Frankfort and Leipsic. France and Ger^
300,) gives the titles of

-

;
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many made many

other contributions to
Even Denmark supplied one in 1745, and Italy in 1785. The
English dramatists give us only a pantomime, Harlequin Freemason, which was
brought out at Covent Garden in 1781,
and Solomon's Temple, an oratorio. Templariam has not been neglected by the
dramatists. Kalchber^, in 1788, wrote Die
Templeherren, a dramatic poem in five acts.
Odoii de Saint-Amand, Qrand Maitre dea
Templiers, a melo-drama in three acts, was
performed at Paris in 1806. Jacques Molai,
a melo-drama, was published at Paris in
1807, and La Mort de Jacques Molai, a
tragedy, in 1812. Some of the plays on
Freemasonry were intended to do honor to
the Order, and many to throw ridicule upon
From the specimens I have seen, I am
it.
not inclined to regret that the catalogue of
the Masonic drama is not more copious.

the Masonic drama.

Dresden, Congress of. A General
Congress of the Lodges of Saxony was
held in Dresden, where the representatives
of twelve Lodges were present. In this
Congress it was determined to recognize
only the Masonry of St. John, and to conAccordstruct a National Grand Lodge.
ingly, on September 27, 1811, the National
Grand Lodge of Saxony was established in
the city of Dresden, which was soon joined
by all the Saxon Lodges, with the exception of one in Leipsic. Although it recognizes only the Symbolic degrees, it permits
great freedom in the selection of a ritual;
and, accordingly, some of its Lodges work
in the Eite of Fessler, and others in the
Eite of Berlin.

Dress of a Mason.

See Clothed.

Drop Cloth. A part of the furniture
used in the ceremony of initiation into the
third degree. It should be made of very
strong material, with a looped rope at each
corner and one in the middle of each side,
by which it may be securely held.
Druldical Mysteries. The Druids
were a sacred order of priests who existed
in Britain and Gaul, but whose mystical
rites were practised in most perfection in
the former country, where the isle of Anglesea was considered as their principal
Higgins thinks that they were also
seat.
found in Germany, but against this opinion
we have the positive statement of Csesar.
The meanings given to the word have

more reasonable had they known that in
Sanscrit druma is an oak, from dru, wood.
It has also been traced to the Hebrew with
equal incorrectness, for the Druids were
not of the Semitic race. Its derivation is
rather to be sought in the Celtic language.
The Gaelic word Bruiah signifies a holy or
wise man; in a bad sense, a magician and
this we may readily trace to the Aryan
druh, applied to the spirit of night or darkness, whence we have the Zend dru, a maDruidism was a mystical profesgician.
sion, and in the olden time mystery and
;

magic were always confounded. Vallencey
{Ooll. Keh. Mb., iii. 503,) says: "Welsh,
Drud, a Druid, i. e. the absolver or remitter
of sins so the Irish Drui, a Druid, most
certainly is from the Persic duru, a good
and holy man " and Ousely ( Coll. Orient,
iv. 302,) adds to this the Arabic dari, which
means a wise man. Bosworth (A. S. Did.)
gives dry, pronounced dru, as the AngloSaxon lor " a magician, sorcerer, druid."
I think that with the old Celts the Druids
occupied the same place as the Magi did
;

;

with the old Persians.
Druidism was divided into three orders
or degrees, which were, beginning with the
lowest, the Bards, the Prophets, and the
Druids. Higgins thinks that the prophets
were the lowest order, but he admits that
it is not generally allowed.
The constitution of the Order was in many respects like
that of the Freemasons. In every country
there was an Arch-Druid in whom all authority was placed. In Britain it is said that
there were under him three arch-flamens or
priests, and twenty-five flamens.
There
was an annual assembly for the administration of justice and the making of laws, and,
besides, four quarterly meetings, which took
Slace on the days when the sun reached
is equinoctial and solstitial points.
The
latter two would very nearly correspond at
this time with the festivals. of St. John the
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. It
was not lawful to commit their ceremonies
or doctrines to writing, and Csesar says
(Bell. Oall., vi, 13,) that they used the
Greek letters, which was, of course, as a
cipher but Higgins (p. 90) says that one
of the Irish Ogum alphabets, which Toland
calls secret vrrittng,
was the original, sacred, and secret character of the Druids."
The places of worship, which were also
places of initiation, were of various forms:
;

been very numerous, and most of them
wholly untenable.
The Eomans, seeing circular, because a circle was an emblem
that they worshipped in groves of oak, of the universe or oval, in allusion to the
because that tree was peculiarly sacred mundane egg, from which, according to the
among them, derived their name from the Egyptians, our first parents issued or serGreek word, t^pv;, drua; thus absurdly pentine, because a serpent was a symbol of
seeking the etymology of a word of an Hu, the druidical Noah; or winged^ to
older language in one comparatively mod- represent the motion of the Divine Spirit
ern.
Their derivation would have been or cruciform, because a cross was the em;

;

;
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blem of regeneration. Their only covering
was the clouded canopy, because they deemed
it absurd to confine the Omnipotent beneath a roof; and they were constructed
of embankments of earth, and of unhewn
stones, unpolluted with a metal tool.
Nor
was any one permitted to enter their sacred
retreats, unless he bore a chain.
The ceremony of initiation into the

ism, Christianity, and Mohammedism the
last of which, greatly modified, predominates in their faith. They have a regular
order of priesthood, the office being filled
by persons consecrated for the purpose,
comprising principally the emirs and
sheiks, who form a secret organization divided into several degrees, keep the sacred
books, and hold secret religious assemblies.
Their sacred books are written in antiquated Arabic. The Druses are divided
into three classes or degrees, according to
religious distinctions. To enable one Druse
to recognize another, a system of passwords
is adopted, without an interchange of which
no communication is made that may give
an idea of their religious tenets. (Tien's
Druse Religion Unveiled.)
Dr. Clarke tells us in his Travels that " one
class of the Druses are to the rest what the
initiated are to the profane, and are called

Dniidical Mysteries required much preliminary mental preparation and physical
purification.
The aspirant was clothed
with the three sacred colors, white, blue,
and green ; white as the symbol of Light,
blue of Truth, and green of Hope. When
the rites of initiation were passed, the tricolored robe was changed for one of green
in the second degree, the candidate was
clothed in blue; and having surmounted
all the dangers of the third, and arrived at
the summit of perfection, he received the
red tiara and flowing mantle of purest white.
The ceremonies were numerous, the physical proofs painful, and the mental trials
appalling. They commenced in the first
degree, with placing the aspirant in the
pastes, bed or coffin, where his symbolical
death was represented, and they terminated
in the third, by his regeneration or restoration to life from the womb of the giantess
Ceridwin, and the committal of the body
of the Tievily bom to the waves in a small
boat, symbolical of the ark.
The result
was, generally, that he succeeded in reaching the safe landing-place, but if his arm
was weak, or his heart failed, death was the
almost inevitable consequence. If he refused the trial through timidity, he was

contemptuously rejected, and declarefi

for-

ever ineligible to participate in the sacred
rites.
But if he undertook it and succeeded, he was joyously invested with all
the privileges of Druidism.
Tne doctrines of the Druids were the
same as those entertained by Pythagoras.
They taught the existence of one Supreme
Being a future state of rewards and punishments tl;ie immortality of the soul, and
a metempsychosis ; and the object of their
mystic rites was to communicate these doctrines in symbolic language, an object and
a method common alike to Druidism, to the
Ancient Mysteries and to Modern free;

;

masonry.

Druses.

A

sect of mystic religionists
inhabit Mounts Lebanon and AntiLebanon, in Syria. They settled there
about the tenth century, and are said to
be a mixture of Cuthites or Kurds, Mardi
Arabs, and possibly of Crusaders; all of
whom were added, by subsequent immigrations, to the original stock to constitute .the
present or modern race of Druses. Their
religion is a heretical compound of Juda-

who
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Okkals, which means spiritualists; and
they consider themselves superior to their
countrymen. They have various degrees
of initiation.''
Col. Churchill, in his Ten Yeart? Residence on Mount Lebanon, tells us that
among this singular people there is an
order having many similar customs to the
Freemasons. It requires a twelvemonth's
probation previous to the admission of a

member. Both sexes are admissible. In
the second year the novice assumes the distinguishing mark of the white turban, and
afterwards, by degrees, is allowed to participate in the whole of the mysteries.
Simplicity of attire, self-denial, temperance,
and irreproachable moral conduct are essential to admission to the order.
All of these facts have led to the theory,
based, however, I think, on insufficient
grounds,
that the Druses are an offshoot
from the early Freemasons, and that their
connection with the latter is derived from
the Crusaders, who, according to the same
theory, are supposed to have acquired iheir
Freemasonry during their residence in Palestine.
Some writers go so far as to say
that the degree of Prince of Lebanon, the
twenty-second in the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, refers to the ancestors of these
mystical mountaineers in Syria.
Dnad. The number two in the Pythagorean system of numbers. See Two.
Dualism. In the old mythologies,
there was a doctrine which supposed the

—

—

world to have been always governed by two
antagonistic principles, distinguished as
the good and the evil principle. This doctrine pervaded all the Oriental religions.
Thus in the system of Zoroaster we have
Ahriman and Ormuzd, and in the Hebrew
cosmogony we find the Creator and the Serpent. There has been a remarkable devel-

:
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this system in the three degrees
of Symbolic Masonry, which everywhere
exhibit in their organization, their symbolism, and their design, the pervading influences of this principle of dualism. Thus,
in the first degree, there is Darkness overcome by Light in the second. Ignorance
dispersed by Knowledge, and in the third,
Death conquered by Eternal Life.
Dub. In the ancient ceremonies of
chivalry, a knight was made by giving him
three strokes on the neck with the flat end
of the sword, and he was then said to be
" dubbed a knight." Dubbing is from the
Saxon, dubban, to strike with a blow. Sir
Thomas Smith (Eng. Oommonwealth), who
wrote in the sixteenth century, says
" And when any man is made a knight, he,
kneeling down, is strooken of the prince,
with his sword naked, upon the back or
shoulder, the prince saying, Sus or sois chevalier au nom de Dieu, and (in times past)
they added St. George, and at his arising
the prince sayeth, Avancey. This is the
manner of dubbing of knights at this present ; and that terme dubbing was the old
terme in this point, and not creation."

which Masons who engage in duels with
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opment of

;

Due East and West. A

Lodge

is

said to be situated due East and West for
reasons which have varied at different
periods in the ritual and lectures. See
Orientation.
I>ue Examination. That sort of
examination which is correct and prescribed by law. It is one of the three
modes of proving a strange brother ; the
other two being strict trial and lawfvi mformaHon. See Vouching.
When the Grand Lodge
is opened, or any other Masonic ceremony
performed, by the Deputy Grand Master in
the absence of the Grand Master, it is said
to be done in d«e form.
Subordinate
Lodges are always said to be opened and
closed in due form. It is derived from the
French word du, and that from devoir, " to
owe,"
that which is owing or ought to be
done. Due form is the forai in which au
act ought to be done to be done rightly.
French En due forme.
mode of recognition
Onard.
which derives its name from its object,
which is to duly guard the person using
it in reference to his obligations, and the
penalty for their violation. The Due

Due Form.

—
:

Due

Guard

A

is

an Americanism, and of compara-

tively recent origin, being

unknown

to the

English and continental systems. In some
of the old rituals of the date of 1757, the
expression is used, but only as referring to

what

is

now

called the Sign.

Duelling. Duelling has always been
considered a Masonic crime, and most of
the Grand Lodges have enacted statutes by

The

each other are subject to expulsion.

Monde Magonnigiie (May,

1858,) gives the
following correct view on this subject "
Freemason who allows himself to be involved in a duel, and who possesses not
sufficient discretion to be able to make
:

A

reparation without cowardice, and without
having recourse to this barbarous extremity, destroys by that impious act the contract which binds him to his brethren. His
sword or his pistol, though it may seem to
spare his adversary, still commits a murfrom that
der, for it destroys his brothers
time fraternity no longer exists for him."
Dues. The payment of annual dues

—

by a member to his Lodge is a comparatively modern custom, and one that certainly did not exist before the revival of
1717. As previous to that period, according to Preston, Lodges received no war-

but a sufficient number of brethren
meeting together were competent to practise the rites of Masonry, and as soon as
the special business which called them
together had been accomplished, they separated, there could have been no permanent
organization of Speculative Masons, and no
necessity for contributions to constitute a
Lodge iiind. Dues must therefore have
been unknown except in the Lodges of
Operative Masons, which, as we find, especially in Scotland, had a permanent existence. There is, accordingly, no regulation
in any of the old Constitutions for the payment of dues. It is not a general Masonic
duty, in which the Mason is affected to the
whole of the Craft, but an arrangement
between himself and his Lodge, with which
the Grand Lodge ought not to interfere.
As the payment of dues is not a duty owing
to the Craft in general, so the non-payment
of them is not an offence against the Craft,
but simply against his Lodge, the only punishment for which should be striking trom
the roll or discharge from membership.
It is now the almost universal opinion of
Masonic jurists that suspension or expulsion from the Order is a punishment that
should never be inflicted for non-payment
rants,

of dues.

Dumbness. Although the faculty of
speech is not one of the five human senses,
it is important as the medium of icommunicating instruction, admonition, or reproof,
and the person who does not possess it is
unfitted to perform the most important duties of life.
Hence dumbness disqualifies a
candidate for Masonic initiation.
A word used in the Grand
Chapter of Minnesota to signify what is
more usually called a aubatUute in the Koyal

Dummy.

Arch

degree.

Dunckerley, Thomas. No

one,

;
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among the Masona of England, occupied a

father, and that the result would have
more distinguished position or played a been an appointment equal to his birth.
more important part in the labors of the Bat the frustration of these hopes by the

Craft during the latter part of the eighteenth
century than Thomas Dunckerley, whose
private life was as romantic as his Masonic
was honorable.
Thomas Dunckerley was born in the
city of London on the 23d of October,
1724. He was the reputed son of Mr.

and Mrs. Mary Dunckerley, but really
owed his birth to a personage of a much
higher rank in life, being the natural son
Of the Prince of Wales, afterwards George
II.,

to

whom he

bore,

as

his

portrait

shows, a striking resemblance.
It was
not until after his mother's death that he
became acquainted with the true history
of his birth so that for more than half of
his life this son of a king occupied a very
humble position on the stage of the world,
;

death of the king seems to have discouraged him, and no efforts appear for some
time to have been made by him or his
friends to communicate the facts to George
III., who had succeeded to the throne.
In 1761 he again left England as a gunner in Lord Anson's fleet, and did not return until 1764, at which time, finding
himself embarrassed with a heavy debt,
incurred in the expenses of his family, (for
he had married in early life, in the year
1744,) knowing no person who could authenticate the story of his birth, and seeing
no probability of gaining access to the ear
of the king, he sailed in a merchant vessel
for the Mediterranean.
He had previously
been granted superannuation in the navy
in consequence of his long services, and
received a small pension, the principal part
of which he left for the support of his family
during his absence.
But the romantic story of his birth began
to be publicly known and talked about, and
in 1766 attracted the attention of several
persons of distinction, who endeavored, but
without success, to excite the interest of
the Princess Dowager of Wales in his be-

and was sometimes even embarrassed with
the pressure of poverty and distress.
At the age of ten he entered the navy,
and continued in the service for twenty-six
years, acquiring, by his intelligence and
uniformly ^ood conduct, the esteem and
commendation of all his commanders. But
having no personal or family interest, he
never attained to any higher rank than
that of a gunner. During all this time, half.
except at brief intervals, he was absent
In 1767, however, the declaration of his
from England on foreign service.
mother was laid before the king, who was
He returned to his native country in George III., the grandson of his father.
January, 1760, to find that his mother had It made an impression on him, and inquiry
died a few days before, and that on her into his previous character and conduct
death-bed she had made a solemn declara- having proved satisfactory, on May 7, 1767,
tion, accompanied by such details as left the king ordered Dunckerley to receive a
no possible doubt of its truth, that Thomas pension of £100, which was subsequently
was the illegitimate son of King George increased to £800, together with a suite of
II., born while he was Prince of Wales.
apartments in Hampton Court Palace. He
The fact of the birth had, however, never also assumed, and was permitted to bear,
been communicated by the mother to the the royal arms, with the distinguishing
prince, and George II. died without know- badge of the bend sinister, and adopted as
ing that he had such a son living.
his motto the appropriate words " Fafo non
Dunckerley, in the account of the

among

affair

posthumous papers, says: "This information gave me
great surprise and much uneasiness; and
as I was obliged to return immediately to
my duty on board of the Vanguard, I made
it known to no person at that time but
Captain Swanton. He said that those who
did not know me could look on it to be
nothing more than a gossip's story. We
were then bound a second time to Quebec,
and Captain Swanton did promise me that
on our return to England he would enwhich he

left

deavor to get

me

his

introduced to the king,

and that he would give me a character;
but when we came back to England the
king was dead."
Dunckerley had hoped that his case
would have been laid before his royal

2E

merito." In his familiar correspondence,
and in his book-plates, he used the name

of " Fitz-George."
In 1770 he became a student of law, and
in 1774 was called to the bar; but his fondness for an active life prevented him from
ever making much progress in the legal
profession.

Dunckerley died at Portsmouth in the
year 1795, at the ripe age of seventy-one
but his last years were embittered by the
misconduct of his son, whose extravagance
and dissolute conduct necessarily afflicted
the mind while it straitened the means of
the unhappy parent. Every effort to reclaim him proved utterly ineffectual; and
on the death of his father, no provision
being left for his support, he became a
vagrant, living for the most part on Ma-

'
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of Provincial Grand Master, which appointment he held from the Prince of
Wales, viz.. Grand Superintendent and
Past Grand Master of Eoyal Arch Masons
of Bristol and several counties, appointed
by the Duke of Clarence, and Supreme
Grand Master of the Knights of Rosa Cruof St. Giles.
The Masonic career of Dunckerley, if cis. Templars, and Kadosh, under Prince
His
less remarkable than his domestic life, is Edward, afterwards Duke of Kent.
more interesting to the Freemason. There royal kinsmen did not neglect his claims to
patronage.
is no record of the exact time of his recepBut far higher than any of these titles
tion into the Order but it must have been
not long before 1757, as he in that year de- and offices, and of far more lasting imporlivered an address, as we should now call tance to the Craft, was the position occupied
by Dunckerley as an instructor of the
it, before the Lodges of Plymouth, which
was published at the time under the title Lodges, and a reformer, or at least a reof "The Light and Truth of Masonry Ex- modeller, of the system of lectures. To
plained, being the Substance of a Charge these duties he was called by the Grand
Delivered at Plymouth in 1757." In the Lodge of England, which authorized him
to construct a new code of lectures, a caretitle of this production he styles himself
simply a "Master Mason," snowing that ful revision of the existing ritual, and a
he had not been long enough in the Order collation of all ancient formulas.
For this task he was pre-eminently qualito have obtained official position, and in
the body of the charge he apologizes for fied. Possessed of a fair share of learning,
the apparent presumption of one " who had and imbued with a philosophical spirit, he
been so few years a Mason." It is probable was prepared to amplify the existing systhat he was initiated about the year 1755, tem of Martin Clare by the addition of
and, as he was at that time in the navy, in much new symbolism, and the improveone of the Lodges of Plymouth, which was ment of that which had already been inthen, as now, frequented by vessels of war. troduced by his predecessor. He was also
In this charge, it is worthy of note that a liberal in his views, and not partaking of
prayer, written by Dunckerley, appears for the prejudices then so active against what
the first time, which, slightly abridged, has were called the innovations of Dermott,
ever since been used in all English and he did not hesitate to avail himself of his
American Lodges at the initiation of a can- labors, as that schismatic had previously
not hesitated to profit by the suggestions
didate.
Oliver says that shortly after his return of the Chevalier Bamsay. Oliver says,
to England he was elected the Master of a that he often visited the Lodges of the
Lodge. This must have been in the year " Ancients," for the purpose of ascertain1766 or 1767 for in the latter year he re- ing what were the essential differences
ceived from Lord Blaney, the Grand Mas- between the two systems, and of that which
ter, the deputation for Provincial Grand
was good he culled the best, and transMaster of Hampshire, which, I suppose, planted it into the workings of the legitiwould scarcely have been given him if he mate Grand Lodge.
had not " passed the chair." Preston speaks
The results were not evanescent, but are
of his " indefatigable assiduity " in the dis- felt even in the ritual of the present day.
charge of the duties of the office, and of the The most important was that which afconsiderable progress of Masonry in the fected the third degree. Dunckerley reprovince through his instrumentality. He constructed the Eoyal Arch of Dermottj
was soon after appointed to the superin- and introduced it into the Grand Lodge ot
tendency of the Lodges in Dorsetshire, England; not, however, without opposition,
Essex, Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, and which was only overcome, Oliver says, by
Herefordshire. And some years afterwards, the patronage of the Duke of Clarence,
the Grand Lodge, in grateful testimony of and uis own personal influence. By this
his zeal in the cause of Masonry, resolved innovation, the true Word, which had
that he should rank as a Past Senior Grand hitherto been a part of the Master's degree,
Warden, and in all processions take place was transferred to the Royal Arch, and the
next the present Senior Grand Warden for third degree was made incomplete, and rethe time being. During the rest of his life quired to be supplemented by a higher one,
Dunckerley received many evidences of the which should supply its deficiency. The
high esteem in which he was held by the Master's degree, as now given in England
Masonic authorities of the day, and at the and America, differs very considerably from
time of his death was occupying the follow- that which was left by Martin Clare, and
ing prominent positions, in addition to that is indebted for its present organization to

At

last he became a brickand was often seen ascending a ladder with a hod on his shoulders.
His misfortunes and his misconduct at
length found an end, and the grandson of
a king of England died a pauper in a cellar

sonic charity.

layer's laborer,

;

;

"
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the labors of Dunckerley. It might, indeed,
be properly called Dunckerley's degree.
Dunckerley also introduced into his system
of lectures some new symbols. Thus to
him is ascribed the adoption of the " lines
parallel," as a symbol of the two Saints
John, and the " theological ladder."
Dunckerley wrote nothing of great importance. His contributions to Masonic
literature seem to have been confined to a
couple of charges or addresses, delivered in
1757 and in 1769, and to a brief chronological sketch of the Order of Knights Templars, which was published in the 3d volume of the Freemason's Magazine. He was
also the author of some Masonic poetry,
and two of his odes are inserted in Noorthouck's edition of the Book of ConstituBut his most eflFective labors were
tions.
almost altogether esoteric and his instructions oral, and his industry in this way

seems to have been indefatigable, and his
influence extensive. The results are felt,
as has already been said, to the present
His popularity as a lecturer is to be
day.
attributed to the active character of his
mind, and his thorough mastership of the
subjects which he taught, and the fluency

of his delivery.
His conduct was irreproachable, and
hence he was fortunate in securing the esteem and regard of the Craft, and the
friendship of the most distinguished Masons who were his contemporaries. Preston
styles him " that truly Masonic luminary
;

and Oliver says that " he was the oracle of
the Grand Lodge, and the accredited interpreter of its Constitutions. His decision,
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law of the Medes and Persians, was
both of doctrine and discipline, and against it there was no appeal."
Were I to attempt a comparative estilike the

final

on

all points,

mate of his character

as a Masonic scholar,
in reference to his predecessors, his .contemporaries, and his successors in English

Masonry, I should say that he was the
superior of both Anderson and Desaguliers,
but inferior to Preston, to Hutchinson, and
to Oliver.
Among his contemporaries he
certainly had a well-deserved reputation,
and is clearly entitled to the appellation
that was bestowed upon him, of being a
learned and philosophical Mason.

Dupaty, liOuis Emanuel
Charles Mercier. The author of
many Masonic

songs and other fugitive
pieces inserted in the Annales Ma^onniques.
He wrote in 1810, with Eev^roui de SaintCyr, a comic opera entitled "Cagliostro
ou les Illumine's." In 1818, he published
a Masonic tale entitled "I'Harmonie."
He was a poet and dramatic writer of some
reputation, born in the Gironde in 1776,
elected to the French Academy in 1835,
and died in 1851.
Duty. The duty of a Mason as an
honest man is plain and easy. It requires
of him honesty in contracts, sincerity in
aflSrming, simplicity in bargaining, and
faithfulness in performing. To sleep little,
and to study much; to say little, and to
hear and think much; to learn, that he may
be able to do; and then to do earnestly
and vigorously whatever the good of his
fellows, his country and mankind requires,
are the duties of every Mason.

E.
Eagle. The eagle, as a symbol, is of
freat antiquity. In Egypt, Greece, and
'ersia, this bird was sacred to the sun.
Among the Pagans it was an emblem of
Jupiter, and with the Druids it was a symbol of their supreme god. In the Scriptures, a distinguished reference is in many
instances made to the eagle especially do
we find Moses (Exod. xix. 4,) representing
Jehovah as saying, in allusion to the belief
that this bird assists its feeble young in

eagle among the Pagans. Thus, Cicero,
speaking of the myth of Ganymede carried
up to Jove on an eagle's back, says that it
teaches us that the truly wise, irradiated by
the shining light of virtue, become more
and more like God, until by wisdom they
are borne aloft and soar to him. The heralds explain the eagle as signifying the
same thing among birds as the lion does
among quadrupeds. It is, they say, the

their flight by bearing them upon its own
pinions, "Ye have seen what I did unto the
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles'

bold of all birds, and for this reason it has
been made, both by ancients and moderns,
the symbol of majesty. In the jewel of the
Rose Croix degree is found an eagle displayed at the foot of the cross ; and it is

;

wings, and brought you unto myself." Not
less elevated was the symbolism of the

most

swift, strong, laborious^ generous,

and

EAGLE

EAGLE

there very appropriately selected as a symbol of Christ, in his divine character, bearing the children of his adoption on his
wings, teaching them with unequalled love
and tenderness to poise their unfledged
wings and soar from the dull corruptions
of earth to a higher and holier sphere.
And for this reason the eagle in the jewel
of that degree is very significantly represented as having the wings displayed as if
in the very act of flight.

doubtful, that " the double-headed eagle of
the Austrian and Eussian empires was lirst
assumed during the second Crusade, and
typified the great alliance formed by the
Christian sovereigns of Greece and Germany against the enemy of their common
faith, and it is retained by Eussia and
Austria as representations of those em-
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pires."
The theory is more probable as
well as more generally accepted which connects the symbol with the eastern and west-

Eagle and Pelican, Knl^t of ern empires of Eome. It is, however, agreed
the. See Knight of the Eagle and Pelican. by all that while the single-headed eagle
Eagle, Double • Seaded. The denotes imperial dignity, tne extension and
displayed, that is, with extended
wings, as if in the act of flying, has always,
from the majestic character of the bird,
been deemed an emblem of imperial power.
Marius, the consul, first consecrated the
eagle, about eight years B. c, to be the sole
Eoman standard at the head of every legion,
and hence it became the standard of the
Eoman empire ever afterwards. As the
single-headed eagle was thus adopted as
the symbol of imperial power, the doubleheaded eagle naturally became the representative of a double empire ; and on the
division of the Roman dominions into the
eastern and western empire, which were
afterwards consolidated by the Carlovingian race into what was ever after called
the Holy Eoman empire, the double-headed
eagle was assumed as the emblem of this
double empire ; one head looking, as it were,
to the West, or Eome, and the other to the
East, or Byzantium. Hence the escutcheons
of many persons now living, the descendants of the princes and counts of the Holy
Eoman empire, are placed upon the breast
of a double-headed eagle. Upon the dissolution of that empire, the emperors of Germany, who claimed their empire to be the
representative of ancient Eome, assumed
the double-headed eagle as their symbol,
and placed it in their arms, which were
blazoned thus Or, an eagle displayed sable,
having two heads, each inclosed within an
amulet, or beaked and Armed, gules, holding
in his right claw a sword and sceptre or,
and in his left the imperial mound. Eussia
also bears the double-headed eagle, having
added, says Brewer, that of Poland to her
own, and thus denoting a double empire.
It is, however, probable that the doubleheaded eagle or Eussia is to be traced to
some assumed representation of the Holy
Eoman empire based upon the claim of
Eussia to Byzantium for Oonstantine, the
Byzantine emperor, is said to have been the
first who assumed this device to intimate
the division of the empire into East and

eagle

multiplication of that dignity

is

symbolized

by the two heads.

The double-headed

eagle was probably
introduced as a symbol into Masonry
In that year the body
in the year 1758.
calling itself the Council of Emperors of
the East and West was established in Paris.
The double-headed eagle was likely to have
been assumed by this Council in reference
to the double jurisdiction which it claimed,
and which is represented so distinctly in its
title. Its ritual, which consisted of twentyfive degrees, all of which are now contained
in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite,
was subsequently establisned in the city of
Berlin, and adopted by the Grand Lodge
of the Three Globes. Frederick II., king
of Prussia, who was the head of the Ancient
first

and Accepted Scottish Eite, is said to have
merged this body into his own Eite, adding
to its twenty-five degrees eight

more, so as to

make the thirty-three degrees of which that
Eite is now composed. The double-headed
eagle was then adopted as the symbol of
the thirty-third and ultimate degree. The
whole Eite being considered as a representative of the Holy Empire, as is indicated by the titles of two of its officers,

:

;

West.

The statement
in History,' Poetry,

of Millington (Heraldry

and Romance,

p. 290,)

i's

who

are still called the Secretary and the
Treasurer of the Holy Empire, the doubleheaded eagle, which was the ensign, as it
has been seen, of that empire, was appropriately adopted as the symbol of the governing degree of the Eite.
The jewel of the thirty-third degree, or

EAGLE

EAST

Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottisli Kite, is a
double-headed eagle (which was originallyblack, but is now generally of silver), a
golden crown resting on both heads, wings
displayed, beak and claws of gold, his
talons grasping a wavy sword, the emblem
of cherubic fire, the hilt held by one talon,
the blade by the other. The banner of the
Order is also a double - headed eagle
crowned.
Eagle, Knight of the. See Knight
of the Eagle.

!Ea^le, Knight of the American.
^ight of the American JSagle,

See

Ea^le, Knight of the Blaclt.
^ight of the lilack Eagle.
Ea^le, Knight of the Gold. See

See

Knight of the Gola Eagle.

Ea^Ie, Knight of the Prussian.
See Knight of the Prussian Eagle.

£agle. Knight of the Red. See
Knight of the Red Eagle.

Black.

See Knight of the White and
Black Eagle.

Eagles,

Knight of the Two

See
Crowned Eagles.

Knight

of

the

Two

Ear of Corn. This was, among all
the ancients, an emblem of plenty. Ceres,
who was universally worshipped as the
goddess of abundance, and even called by
the Greeks Demeter, a manifest corruption
of Qemeter, or mother earth, was symbolically represented with a garland on her
head composed of ears of corn, a lighted
torch in one hand, and a cluster of poppies
and ears of corn in the other. And in the
Hebrew, the most significant of all languages, the two- words, which signify an ear
of corn, are both derived from roots which
give the idea of abundance. For shibboleth,
which is applicable both to an ear of corn
and a flood of water, has its root in shabal,
to increase or to Mow abundantly and the
other name of corn, dagan, is derived from
the verb dagah, signifying to multiply, or
to be increased.
Ear of com, which is a technical exprestion in the second degree, has been sometimes ignorantly displaced by a sheaf of
.wheat.
This is done in America, under the
mistaken supposition that corn refers only
to Indian maize, which was unknown to the
ancients.
But com is a generic word, and
includes wheat and every other kind of
grain. This is its legitimate English mean;

ing,

and hence an ear of corn, which is an
and the right one, would

old expression,

denote a stalk,
Shibboleth.

but not a sheaf of wheat. See

Ear, The liistening. The listening
ear

is

Fellow Craft Mason.

In the Hebrew language, the verb
shemong, signifies
not only to hear, but also to understand and
to obey.
Hence, when Jesus said, after a
arable, " he that hath ears to hear, let him
E
ear," he meant to denote that he who
hears the recital of allegories should endeavor to discover their hidden meaning,
and be obedient to their teaching. This is
the true meaning of the symbol of the listening ear, which admonishes the Fellow
Craft not only that he should receive lessons of instruction from his teacher, but
that he should treasure them in his breast,
so as to ponder over their meaning and
carry out their design.
Earthen Pan. In the lectures of the
early part of the eighteenth century used as
a symbol of zeal; together with chalk and
charcoal, which represented freedom and
fervency. In the modern lectures it has
been substituted by clay. Pan once signi-

^Q^,

hard earth, a meaning which is now
though from it we derive the name
of a cooking utensil.
East. The East has always been considered peculiarly sacred. This was, without exception, the case in all the Ancient
Mysteries. In the Egyptian rites, especially, and those of Adonis, which were
among the earliest, and from which the
others derived their existence, the sun was
the object of adoration, and his revolutions
through the various seasons were fictitiously
represented.
The spot, therefore, where
this luminary made his appearance at the
commencement of day, and where his worshippers were wont anxiously to look for
the first darting of his prolific rays, was esteemed as the figurative birthplace of their
god, and honored with an appropriate degree

fied

Eagle, Knight ofthe White and

Crowned.
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one of the'three precious jewels of a

obsolete,

of reverence.

Andeven among those nations
to more

where sun-worship gave place

enlightened doctrines, the respect for the
place of sun-rising continued to exist.
placed by Moses
The camp of Judah
in the East as a mark of distinction ; the
tabernacle in the wilderness was placed due
East and West and the practice was conof
Christian
tinued in the erection
churches. Hence, too, the primitive Christians always turned towards the East in
their public prayers, which custom St. Augustine [Serm. Dom. in Monte, c. 5,) accounts for " because the East is the most
honorable part of the world, being the region of light whence the glorious sun
arises."
And hence all Masonic Lodges,
like their great prototype the Temple of
Jerusalem, are built, or supposed to be
built, due East and West and as the North
is esteemed a place of darkness, the East, on
the contrary, is considered a place of light.
In the primitive Christian church, ac-

w^

;

;

EAST

ECLECTIC

St. Ambrose, in the ceremonies
accompanying the baptism of a catechumen, " he turned towards the West, the
image of darkness, to abjure the world, and

Eastern Star, Order of the. An
American Adoptive Rite, called the " Order
of the Eastern Star," invented by Bro.
Robert Morris, and somewhat popular in
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cording to

towards the East, the emblem of light, to
denote his alliance with Jesus Christ."
And so, too, in the oldest lectures of the
last century, the Mason is said to travel
from the West to the East, that is, from
darkness to light. In the Prestonian system, the question is asked, " What induces
you to leave the West to travel to the
East?" And the answer is: "In search
of a Master, and from him to gain instruction."
The same idea, if not precisely the
same language, is preserved in the modern

and existing

The

rituafe.

where the Masmost honorable
part of the Lodge, and is distinguished from
the rest of the room by a dais, or raised
platform, which is occupied only by those
who have passed the Chair.
Bazot (Manuel, p. 154,) says " The veneration which Masons have for the East,
confirms the theory that it is from the
East that the Masonic cult proceeded, and
that this bears a relation to the primitive
religion whose first degeneration was sunEast, being the place

ter sits, is considered the

It consists of five degrees,
Jephtha's daughter, or the daughter's
degree ; 2, Ruth, or the widow's degree ; 3,
Esther, or the wife's degree 4, Martha, or
the sister's degree 5, Electa, or the Benevothis country.

viz., 1,

;

;

lent.
It is entirely different from European or French Adoptive Masonry. Recently, this Order has undergone a thorough
organization, and been extended into other
countries, especially into South America.

East Port. An error of ignorance in
the Landsdowne Manuscript, where the expression, " the city of East Port," occurs as
a corruption of " the cities of the East."

Eavesdropper.

A

listener.

The

punishment which was directed in the old
lectures, at the revival of Masonry in 1717,
to be inflicted on a detected cowan was:
" To be placed under the eaves of the house

Thus, the Grand
East of Boston would, according to this
usage, be placed at the head of documents
emanating from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Grand Orient has sometimes been
used instead of Grand East, but improperly.
Orient might be admissible as signifying
East, but Grand Orient having been adopted
as the name of certain Grand Bodies, such
as the Grand Orient of France, which is
tantamount to the Grand Lodge of France,
the use of the term might lead to confusion.
Thus, the Orient of Paris is the seat
of the Grand Orient of France. The expression Grand East, however, is almost
exclusively confined to this country; and
even here is not in universal use.
£ast Indies. See India.
East, Knight of the. See Ehight

in rainy weather, till the water runs in at
his shoulders and out at his heels." The
French inflict a similar punishment. "On
le met sous une gouttifere, une pompe, ou une
fontaine, jusqu'Xce qu'il soit mouilld depuis
la tSte jusqu'aux pieds." Hence a listener is
called an eavesdropper. The word is not, as
has by some been supposed, a peculiar Masonic term, but is common to tne language.
Skinner gives it in his Etymolngicon, and calls
it " vox sane elegantissima ;" and Blackstone
{Comm., iv. 13,) thus defines it: "Eavesdroppers, or such as listen under walls, or
windows, or the eaves of a house, to hearken
after discourse, and thereupon to frame
slanderous and mischievous tales, are a
common nuisance and presentable at the
court leet; or are indictable at the sessions,
and punishable by fine and finding sureties
for their good behavior."
symbol in the high
Box.
degrees of the human heart, and is intended
to teach reserve and taciturnity, which
should be inviolably maintained in regard
to the incommunicable secrets of the Order.
When it is said that the ebony box contained the plans of the Temple of Solomon,
the symboRc teaching is, that in the human
heart are deposited the secret designs and
motives of our conduct by which we propose to erect the spiritual temple of our

of the East.

lives.

:

worship.

East and West, Kniglit of the.
See Knight of the East and West. •
!East, Orand.
The place where a
Grand Lodge holds its communications,

and whence are issued
called its Grand East.

Easter.

its

edicts, is often

Easter Sunday, being the day
celebrated by the Christian church in commemoration of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, is appropriately kept aa a feast-

Ebony

A

Eclectic Masoniy. From the Greek,

which means selecting.
Those philosophers who, in ancient times,
selected from the various systems of philday by Eose Croix Masons.
osophy such doctrines as appeared most
Easter Monday. On this day, in conformable to truth were called " eclectic
every third year. Councils of Kadosh in philosophers." So the confederation of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite Masons in Germany, which consisted of
hold their elections.
Lodges that selected the degrees which
iK7i£KTi.KiiQ,eklektikos,

ECLECTIC

ECOSSAIS

they thought most conformable to ancient
Freemasonry, was called the eclectic union,
and the Masonry which it adopted received
the name of Eclectic Masonry. See Eclec-

Rite is really an Ecossias degree. It is
found, too, in many other Rites. Thus, in
the French Rite, it is the fifth degree. In
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, the
thirteenth degree or Knights of the Ninth
Arch is properly an Ecossais degree. The
Ancient York Rite is without an Ecossais
degree, but its principles are set forth in the
instructions of the Royal Arch.
Some idea of the extent to which these
degrees have been multiplied may be formed
from the fact that Oliver has a list of
eighty of them; Ragon enumerates eightythree and the Baron Tschoudy, rejecting
twenty-seven which he does not consider
legitimate, retains a far greater number to
whose purity he does not object.
In the Ecossais system there is a legend,
a part of which has been adopted in all
the Ecossais degrees, and which has in fact
been incorporated into the mythical history of Masonry. It is to the effect that
the builder of the Temple engraved the
word upon a triangle of pure metal, and,
fearing that it might be lost, he always
bore it about his person, suspended from
his neck, with the engraved side next to
his breast.
In a time of great peril to himself, he cast it into an old dry well, which
was in the south-east corner of the Temple,
where it was afterwards found by three
Masters. They were passing near the well
at the hour of meridian, and were attracted
by its brilliant appearance ; whereupon one
of them, descending by the assistance of his
comrades, obtained it, and carried it to King
Solomon. But the more modern form of
the legend dispenses with the circumstance
of the dry well, and says that the builder
deposited it in the place which had been
purposely prepared for it, and where cenAnd this
turies afterwards it was found.
amended form of the legend is more in accord with the recognized symbolism of the
loss and the recovery of the Word.
Ecossais. 1. The fourth degree of
Ramsay's Rite, and the original whence all
the degrees of Ecossaism have sprung. 2.
The fifth degree of the French Rite. 3.
The Ecossais degrees constitute the fourth
from the
class of the Rite of Mizraim,
fourteenth to the twenty-first degree. In
the subsequent articles only the principal
Ecossais degrees will be mentioned.

tic

Union.

The Rite

Eclectic Rite.
by the

Eclectic Union,

which

Eclectic Union.

practised

see.

The fundamental

idea of a union of the German Lodges for
the purpose of purifying the Masonic system of tne corruptions which had been introduced by the numerous degrees founded
on alchemy, theosophy, and other occult
suiences which at that time flooded the continent of Europe, originated, in 1779, with
the Baron Von Ditfurth, who had been
a prominent member of the Rite of Strict

Observance; although Lenning attributes
the earlier thought of a circular letter to
Von Knigge. But the first practical step
towards this purification was taken in 1783
by the Provincial Grand Lodges of Frankfort-on-the-Main and of Wetzlar. These

two bodies addressed an encyclical letter to
the Lodges of Germany, in which they invited them to enter into an alliance for the
purpose of " re-establishing the Royal Art
of Freemasonry." The principal points on
which this union or alliance was to be
founded were, 1. That the three symbolic
degrees only were to be acknowledged by
2. That each Lodge
the united Lodges.
was permitted to practise for itself such
high degrees as it might select for itself,
but that the recognition of these was not
to be made compulsory on the other Lodges.
3. That all the united Lodges were to be
equal, none being dependent on any other.
These propositions were accepted by several Lodges, and thence resulted the Eclectisehes Bund, or Eclectic Union of Germany,
at the head of which is the "Mother Grand
Lodge of the Eclectic Union " at Frankfort-on-the-Main. The system of Masonry practised by this union is called the
Eclectic system, and the Rite recognized
by it is the Eclectic Rite, which consists
of only the three degrees of Apprentice,

Fellow Craft, and Master Mason.
Ecossais. This is a French word,
which is most generally to be translated as
Scottish Master.
The term was introduced
by the Chevalier Ramsay, who first invented
the degree, which he called Ecossais because he claimed that his system of MaFrom this
sonry came from Scotland.
original degree of Ramsay numerous others
have sprung up under the same or similar
name all of them, however, concurring in
one particular, namely, that of detailing
the method adopted for the preservation
;

of the true Word. The American Mason
will understand the character of the system
of Ecossaisra, as it may be called, when he
is told that the Select Master of his own
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Ecossais

Architect,

(Ecossais Architecte Parfait.)
the collection of M. Pyron.

Ecossais, English.

(

Perfect.

A

degree in

Ecoss. Anglais.)

A

degree in the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Rite.
Ecossais, Faittftal. [Ecossais Fiddle.

)

.See Vielle Bru.

Ecossais, French.

The thirty-fifth

degree of the collection of the Metropolitan
Chapter of France.

EDICT

EC0SSAI3

240

Ecossais, Grand.

The

degree of the Scottish Bite
some of the French rituals.

is

Ecossais,

Orand

(Grand Architect

Ecossais.)

fourteenth

so called in

Grand Master.

Ecossais, Knlebt. A synonym of
the ninth degree of llluminism. It is more
commonly called Illuminatus Dirigens.
Ecossais, Master. The fifth degree
of the Rite of Zinnendorf. It was also formerly among the high degrees of the German Chapter and those of the Eite of the
Clerks of Strict Observance. It is said to
have been composed by Baron Hund.
Ecossais JTOTice. A synonym of
It is
the eighth degree of llluminism.
more commonly called Illuminatus Major.

Ecossais of Clermont. The
tieth degree of the Metropolitan

and referred to Prince Charles Edward, the
young Pretender.

Ecossais of the Sacred Tanlt of

Form-

erly the sixth degree of the Capitular system, practised in Holland.

thir-

James VI.

1. The thirty-third degree
of the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter of France, said to have been composed
by the Baron Tschoudy. 2. The twentieth
degree of the Rite of Mizraim. 3. In the
French rituals, this name has been given to
the fourteenth degree of the Scottish Rite.
Chemin Dupontfes says that the degree was
a homage paid to the kings of Scotland.
Nothing, however, of this can be found in
but it is very probable
its present ritual
that the degree, in its first conception, and
in some ritual that no longer exists, was an
offspring of the house of Stuart, of which
James VI. was the first English king.
;

Ecossais of the Three J. J. J.

Chapter

of France.

The

thirty-second degree of the collecChapter of France.
2. The nineteenth degree of the Rite of
Mizraim. The three J. J. J. are the initials of Jourdain, Jaho, Jachin.
degree
Ecossais of Toulouse.
in the archives of the Mother Lodge of the
Philosophic Scottish Rite.
1.

A

Ecossais of England.
in the collection of

Chapter of

France.

Ecossais of tbe liOdge of Prince
Arcbitect. Edward. A degree in the collection of
The forty-fifth Pyron. This was probably a Stuart degree,

degree of the Metropolitan Chapter of
France.

Ecossais,

collection of the Metropolitan

degree

M. Le Rouge.

Ecossais of FranTille. The

thir-

degree of the Metropolitan Chapter
of France.
Ecossais of Hiram. A degree
in the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic
Scotch Rite.
degree in
Ecossais of Messina.
the nomenclature of M. Fustier.
ty-first

A

tion of the Metropolitan

A

Ecossais of the Triple Triangle.
lection

The thirty-seventh degree of the colof the Metropolitan Chapter of

Ecossais of Montpellier.

The France.
degree of the Metropolitan
Ecossais, Parisian.

So Thory has
but Ragon, and all the other nomenclaEcossais of Naples. The fortv- tors, give it as Ecossais Panissifere. The
second degree of the collection of the seventeenth degree of the Rite of Mizraim.
Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Ecossais, Perfect. A degree in the
Ecossais of Perfection. The archives of the Mother Lodge of the Philothirty-ninth degree of the collection of the sophic Scottish Rite.
Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Ecossism. A name given by French
Ecossais of Prussia. A degree in Masonic writers to the thirty-three degrees
the archives of the Mother Lodge of the of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
Philosophic Scottish Rite.
This, in English, would be equivalent to
Ecossais of St. Andrew. A not Scottish Masonry, which see.
unusual form of Ecossaism, and found in
Ecuador. Masonry was introduced
several Rites.
1. The second degree of the
into the Republic of Ecuador, in the year
Clerks of Strict Observance 2. The twen- 1857, by the Grand Orient of Peru, which
ty-first degree of the Rite of Mizraim
3.
organized a Symbolic Lodge and Chapter
The twenty-ninth degree of the Ancient of the eighth degree in Guayaquil ; but in
and Accepted Scottish Rite is also an Ecos- consequence of the opposition of the priests,
sais of St. Andrew
4. The sixty-third
these Dodies did not flourish, and at the
degree of the collection of the Metrojpolitan end of two years their members surrendered
Chapter of France is an Ecossais of St. their warrants and ceased to pursue their
Andrew of Scotland 5. The seventy-fifth Masonic labors.
degree of the same collection is called EcosEdict of Cyrus. Five hundred and
sais of St. Andrew of the Thistle.
thirty-six years before the Christian era,
Ecossais of St. George. A degree Cyrus issued his edict permitting the Jews
in the collection of Le Page.
to return from the captivity at Babylon to
Ecossais of the Forty. (Ecossais des Jerusalem, and to rebuild the House of the
Quarante.) The thirty-fourth degree of the Lord. At the same time he restored to
thirty-sixth

Chapter of France.

it;

;

;

;

;

EDICTS

EGG

all the sacred vessels and precious
ornaments of the first Temple, which had
been carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, and
which were still in existence. This is commemorated in the Eoyal Arch degree of

consistent with the character Of Athelstan,
and, indeed, so slenderly attested, as to be
undeserving a place in history." William
of Malmesbury, the old chronicler, relates
the story, but confesses that it had no better foundation than some old ballads. But
now come the later Masonic antiquaries,

them

York and American Rites. It is also
referred to in the fifteenth degree, or Knight
of the East of the Scottish Rite.

the

The decrees of a Grand Masa Grand Lodge are called Edicts,
and obedience to them is obligatory on all
the Craft.
Eldicts.

ter or of

Edinbui^h. The capital of Scotland.
The

Oflicial Register of the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, published at the end of its
"Laws and Constitutions," (Edit. 1852, p.
60,) states that the " Lodge of Edinburgh,
No. 1," was instituted in 1518; and the
Charter of Cologne speaks of the existence
of a Lodge in that city in 1535, but the authenticity of this document is now generally disputed.
Lawrie, however, [Hist.
Freem., p. 102,) says that the Minutes of St.
Mary's Lodge, which is the oldest Lodge
in Edinburgh, extend as far back as the
year 1598. See Scotland.

Edinburgh, Congress of. It was
convoked, in 1736, by William St. Clair of
Rosliu, Patron of the Masons of Scotland,
(whose mother Lodge was at Kilwinning,)
with the view of abdicating his dignity as
hereditary Grand Patron, with all the privileges granted in 1430, by King James II.,
to the family of Roslin, and afterwards to
organize Masonry upon a new basis. The
members of thirty-two Lodges uniting for
this purpose, constituted the new Grand
Lodge of Scotland, and elected St. Clair
Grand Master. See St. Clair.
Edwin. The son of Edward, Saxon
king of England, who died in 924, and was
succeeded by his eldest son Athelstau.
The Masonic tradition is that Athelstan
appointed his brother Edwin the Patron
of Masonry in England, and gave him what
the Old Records call a free Charter to hold
an Annual Communication or General Assembly, under the authority of which he

summoned the Masons of England to meet
him in a Congregation at York, where they
met in 926 and formed the Grand Lodge
of England. The Old Records say that
these Masons brought with them many old
writings and records of the Craft, some in
Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and
other languages, and from these framed
the document now known as the York Constitutions, whose authenticity has been in
recent years so much a subject of controversy among Masonic writers. Prince Edwin died two years before his brother, and
a report was spread of his being put wrongfully to death by him; "but this," says
Preston, " is so improbable in itself, so in-

2F
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who

assert that Edwin himself is only a
myth, and that, in spite of the authority of
a few historical writers, Athelstan had no
son or brother of the name of Edwin.
Woodford ( Old Charges of the Brit. Freemasons, p. xiv.,) thinks that the Masonic
tradition points to Edwin, king of Northumbria, whose rendezvous was once at Auldby,
near York, and who in 627 aided in the
building of a stone church at York, after
his baptism there, with Roman workmen.
" Tradition," he says, " sometimes gets confused after the lapse of time but I believe
the tradition is in itself true which links
Masonry to the church building at York
by the Operative Brotherhood, under Edwin, in 627, and to a gild Charter under
;

Athelstan, in 927."
The legend of Prince Edwin, of course,
requires some modification, but we should
not be too hasty in rejecting altogether a
tradition which has been so long and so
universally accepted by the Fraternity, and
to which Anderson, Preston, Krause, Oliver, and a host of other writers, have subscribed their assent. The subject will be
fully discussed under the head of York Legend,

which

see.

Egg, Mundane.

It was a belief of
almost all the ancient nations, that the
world was hatched from an egg made by
the Creator, over which the Spirit of God
was represented as hovering in the same
manner as a bird broods or flutters over her
Faber, (Pojr./c^o;., i. 4,) who traced
eggs.
everything to the Arkite worship, says that
this egg, which was a symbol of the resurand as
rection, was no other than the ark
Dionysus was fabled in the Orphic hymns
to be born from an egg, he and Noah were
the same person wherefore the birth of
Dionysus or Brahma, or any other hero
god from an egg, was nothing more than
the egress of Noah from the ark. Be this
as it may, the egg has been always deemed
a symbol of the resurrection, and hence the
Christian use of Easter eggs on the great
As
feast of the resurrection of our Lord.
this is the most universally diffused of all
symbols, it is strange that it has found no
place in the symbolism of Freemasonry,
which deals so much with the doctrine of
the resurrection, of which the egg was
everywhere the recognized symbol. It was,
however, used by the ancient architects,
and from them was adopted by the Operative Masons of the Middle Ages, one of
;

;

whose
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favorite

ornaments was the ovolo, or

egg-moulding.

Eglinton Manuscript. An Old
Record supposed to be of the date of 1599.
It is so named from its having been discovered some years ago in the charter chest
It is a Scottish manuand is valuable for its details of
In it, Edinearly Masonry in Scotland.
burgh is terriied "the first and principal
Lodge," and Kilwinning is called " the
held and secund Ludge of Scotland in all
tyme cuming." An exact copy of it was
taken by Bro. D. Murray Lyon, and first
published by Bro. W. J. Hughan in his

at Eglinton Castle.
script,

Unpublished Records of the Qraft.

Egyptian Masonry. See Cagliostro.
Egyptian Mysteries. Egypt has
always been considered as the birthplace
of the mysteries. It was there that the
ceremonies of initiation were first estabIt was there that truth was first
veiled in allegory, and the dogmas of relilished.

imparted under symbolic
"the land of the
the land of science and
winged globe''
philosophy, "peerless for stately tombs
the land whose
and magnificent temples
civilization was old and mature before other

gion were

first

From Egypt

forms.

—

—

—

nations,

name"

called to empire, had a
this system of symbols was dis-

since

—

seminated through Greece and

Eome and

other countries of Europe and Asia, giving
origin, through many intermediate steps, to
that mysterious association which is now represented by the Institution of Freemasonry.
To Egypt, therefore, Masons have always
looked with peculiar interest, as the cradle
of that mysterious science of symbolism
whose peculiar modes of teaching they
alone, of all modern institutions, have preserved to the present day.
The initiation into the Egyptian mysteries was, of all the systems practised by
the ancients, the most severe and impresThe Greeks at Eleusis imitated it to
sive.
some extent, but they never reached the
magnitude of its forms nor the austerity of
The system hadbeen organits discipline.
ized for ages, and the priests, who alone
the explainers of
were the hierophants,
the mysteries, or, as we should call them
in Masonic language, the Masters of the
were educated almost from childLodges,
hood for the business in which they were
That " learning of the Egypengaged.
tians," in which Moses is said to have been
so skilled, was all imparted in these mysteries.
It was confined to the priests and to
the initiates; and the trials of initiation
through which the latter had to pass were
80 diflBcult to be endured, that none but those
who were stimulated by the most ardent
thirst for knowledge dared to undertake
them or succeeded in submitting to them.

—

—

The priesthood of Egypt constituted a
sacred caste, in whom the sacerdotal functions were hereditary. They exercised also
an important part in the government of the
state, and the kings of Egypt were but the
They had
first subjects of its priests.
originally organized, and continued to conTheir
trol, the ceremonies of initiation.
exoteric or
doctrines were of two kinds
public, which were communicated to the
multitude, and esoteric or secret, which
were revealed only to a chosen few and to
obtain them it was necessary to pass through
an initiation which was characterized by
the severest trials of courage and fortitude.
The principal seat of the mysteries was
at Memphis, in the neighborhood of the
great Pyramid. They were of two kinds,
the greater and the less the former being
the mysteries of Osiris and Serapis, the
The mysteries of Osilatter those of Isis.
ris were celebrated at the autumnal equinox,
those of Serapis at the summer solstice, and
those of Isis at the vernal equinox.
The candidate was required to exhibit
proofs of a blameless life. For some days
previous to the commencement of the ceremonies of initiation, he abstained from all
unchaste acts, confined himself to an exceedingly light diet, from which animal
food was rigorously excluded, and purified
himself by repeated ablutions.
Apuleius, [Met., lib. xi.,) who had been
initiated in all of them, thus alludes, with
cautious reticence, to those of Isis " The
priest, all the profane being removed to a
distance, taking hold of me by the hand,
brought me into the inner recesses of the
sanctuary itself, clothed in a new linen
garment.
Perhaps, curious reader, you
may be eager to know what was then said
and done. I would tell you were it lawful

—

;

;

:

me to tell you you should know it if
were lawful for you to hear. But both
the ears that heard those things and the
tongue that told them would reap the evil
results of their rashness.
Still, however,
kept in suspense, as you probably are, with
religious longing, I will not torment you
with long-protracted anxiety. Hear, therefor

;

it

but believe what is the truth. / approached the confines of death, and, having
trod on the threshold of Proserpine, I returned therefrom, being borne through all
the elements. At midnight I saw the sun
shining with its brilliant light; and I approached the presence of the gods beneath
and the gods above, and stood near and
worshipped them. Behold, I have related
to you things of which, though heard by
you, you must necessarily remain ignorant."
The first degree, as we may term it, of
fore,

Egyptian initiation was that into the mysteries of Isis. What was its peculiar import,
we are unable to say. Isis, says Knight,
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was, among the later Egyptians, the personification of universal nature.
To Apuleius she says: "I am nature
the parent
of all things, the sovereign of the elements,

person present whose body would most exactly fit it.
Osiris was tempted to try the
experiment; but he had no sooner laid
down in the chest, than the lid was closed
the primary progeny of time." Plutarch and nailed down, and the chest thrown into
tells us that on the front of the temple of
the river Nile. The chest containing the
Isis was placed this inscription: "I, Isis, body of Osiris was, after being for a long
am all that has been, that is, or shall be, time tossed about by the waves, finally
and no mortal hath ever unveiled me." cast up at Byblos in Phoenicia, and left at
Thus we may conjecture that the Isiac the foot of a tamarisk tree. Isis, overmysteries were descriptive of the alternate whelmed with grief for the loss of her husdecaying and renovating powers of nature. band, set out on a journey, and traversed
Higgins, {Anaoal., ii. 102,) it is true, says the earth in search of the body. After
that during the mysteries of Isis were cele- many adventures, she at length discovered
brated the misfortunes and tragical death the spot whence it had been thrown up by
of Osiris in a sort of drama and Apuleius the waves, and returned with it in triumph
asserts that the initiation into her myste- to Egypt.
It was then proclaimed, with
ries is celebrated as bearing a close resem- the most extravagant demonstrations of
blance to a voluntary death, with a preca- joy, that Osiris was risen from the dead
rious chance of recovery.
But Higgins and had become a god. Such, with slight
gives no authority for his statement, and variations of details by different writers,
that of Apuleius cannot be constrained into are the general outlines of the Osiric leany reference to the enforced death of gend which was represented in the drama
Osiris.
It is, therefore, probable that the of initiation.
Its resemblance to the Hiceremonies of this initiation were simply ramic legend of the Masonic system will
preparatory to that of the Osirian, and be readily seen, and its symbolism will be
taught, by instructions in the physical laws easily understood. Osiris and Typhon are
of nature, the necessity of moral purifica- the representatives of the two antagonistic
tion, a theory which is not incompatible principles
good and evil, light and darkwith all the mystical allusions of Apuleius ness, life and death.
when he describes his own initiation.
There is also an astronomical interpretaThe mysteries of Serapis constituted the tion of the legend which makes Osiris the
second degree of the Egyptian initiation. sun and Typhon the season of winter,
Of these rites we have but a scanty knowl- which suspends the fecundating and fertiledge.
Herodotus is entirely silent concern- izing powers of the sun or destroys its life,
ing them, and Apuleuis, calling them "the to be restored only by the return of invignocturnal orgies of Serapis, a god of the first orating spring.
rank," only intimates that they followed
The sufferings and death of Osiris were
those of Isis, and were preparatory to the the great mystery of the Egyptian religion.
last and greatest initiation.
Serapis is said His being the abstract idea of the divine
to have been only Osiris while in Hades; goodness, his manifestation upon earth, his
and hence the Serapian initiation might death, his resurrection, and his subsequent
have represented the death of Osiris, but office as judge of the dead in a fixture state,
leaving the lesson of resurrection for a sub- look, says Wilkinson, like the early revelasequent initiation. But this is merely a con- tion of a future manifestation of the deity
jecture.
converted into a mythological fable.
In the mysteries of Osiris, which were the
Into these mysteries Herodotus, Pluconsummation of the Egyptian system, the tarch, and Pythagoras were initiated, and
lesson of death and resurrection was sym- the former two have given brief accounts
bolically taught; and the legend of the of them.
But their own knowledge must
murder of Osiris, the search for the body, have been extremely limited, for, as Clemits discovery and restoration to life is scenent of Alexandria [Strom., v. 7,) tells us,
ically represented.
This legend of initia- the more important secrets were not retion was as follows.
Osiris, a wise king of
vealed even to all the priests, but to a
Egypt, left the care of his kingdom to his select number of them only.

—

;

—

wife Isis, and travelled for three years to
communicate to other nations the arts of
civilization. During his absence, his brother Typhon formed a secret conspiracy to
destroy him and to usurp his throne. On
his return, Osiris was invited by Typhon
to an entertainment in the month of November, at which all the conspirators were
present. Typhon produced a chest inlaid
with gold, and promised to give it to any

Egyptian Priests, luitiatious of
In the year 1770, there was published at Berlin a work entitled Crata JRepoa; oder Einweihungen der Egyptischen
or, Initiations
Priester, i. e. Crata Eepoa

the.

;

of the Egyptian Priests. This book was
subsequently republished in 1778, and
translated into French under the revision
of Eagon, and published at Paris in 1821,
by Bailleul. It professed to give the whole
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formula of the iuitiation into the mysteries
practised by the ancient Egyptian priests.
Lenning cites the work, and gives an outline of the system as if he thought it an
authentic relation but G'adicke more prudently says of it that he doubts that there
are more mysteries described in the book
than were ever practised by the ancient
Egyptian priests.
The French writers
have generally accepted it as genuine.
Forty years before, the Abb6 Terrasson had
written a somewhat similar work, in which
be pretended to describe the initiation of
a Prince of Egypt. Kloss, in his Bibliography, has placed this latter work under
the head of "Romances of the Order; " and a
similar place should doubtless be assigned to
the Grata Eepoa. The curious may, however,
be gratified by a brief detail of the system.
According to the Grata Repoa, the priests
of Egypt conferred their initiation at
Thebes. The mysteries were divided into
the following seven degrees. 1. Pastophoros.
2. Neocoros.
3. Melanophoros.
4.
Kistophoros.
5. Balahate.
6. Astrono;

EHEYEH
his mission

by announcing what that name

was; and God said tohim,n*nX>{Eheyeh,)
lam that lam,- and he directed him to say,
" /a?» hath sent you." Eheyeh asher eheyeh
is, therefore, the name of God, in which
Moses was instructed at the burning bush.
Maimonides thinks that when the Lord
ordered Moses to tell the people that HTIN
(Eheyeh) sent him, he did not mean that
he should only mention his name; for if
they were already acquainted with it, he
told them nothing new, and if they were
not, it was not likely that they would be
satisfied by saying such a name sent me, for
the proof would still be wanting that this
was really the name of God therefore, he
not only told them the name, but also taught
them its signification. In those times, k?abaism being the predominant religion, almost all men were idolaters, and occupied
themselves in the contemplation of the
heavens and the sun and tlie stars, without any idea of a personal God in the
world. Now, the Lord, to deliver his people
from such an error, said to Moses, " Go and
tell them I
THAT I AJI hath sent me
unto you," which name nTTN) (Eheyeh,)
signifying Being, is derived from H'n,
(heyeh,) the verb of existence, and which,
being repeated so that the second is the
predicate of the first, contains the mystery.
This is as if he had said, " Explain to them that lata what I am: that is,
that my Being is within myselt" independent of every other, difierent from all other
;

AM

mos. 7. Propheta. The first degree was
devoted to instructions in the physical
sciences; the second, to geometry and architecture.
In the third degree, the candidate
was instructed in the symbolical death of
Osiris, and was made acquainted with the
hieroglypbical language. In the fourth, he
was presented with the book of the laws of
Egypt, and became a judge. The instructions of the fifth degree were dedicated to
chemistry, and of the sixth to astronomy beings, who are so alone by virtue of my
and the mathematical sciences.
In the distributing it to them, and might not have
seventh and last degree the candidate re- been, nor could actually be, such without
ceived a detailed explanation of all the it." So that n»nX denotes the Divine
mysteries, his head was shaved, and he was Being Himselti by which he taught Moses
presented with a cross, which he was con- not only the name, but the infallible destantly to carry, a white mantle, and a monstration of the Fountain of Existence,
square head dress. To each degree was at- as the name itself denotes. The Kabbatached a word and sign.
Any one who lists say that Eheyeh is the crown or highshould carefully read the Grata Eepoa, est of the Sephiroth, and that it is the
would be convinced that, so far from name that was hidden in the most secret
being founded on any ancient system of place of the tabernacle.
initiation, it was simply a modern inThe Talmudists had many fanciful exervention made up out of the high degrees citations on this word
n*n}>J> "nd, among
of continental Masonry. It is indeed sur- others, said that it is equivalent to
TWTV,
prising that Lenning and Ragoii should and the four letters of which it is formed
nave treated it as if it had the least claims possess peculiar properties. {i{ is in Heto antiquity.
brew numerically equivalent to 1, and to
Eliej^eh aslier. Eheyeh. The pro- 10, which is equal to 11 a result also obnunciation of rrnx ib^iV htin, which tained by taking the second and third
means, / am that I am, and is one of the letters of the holy name, or
n and \ which
pentateuchal names of God. It is related are 5 and 6, amounting to 11. But the 5
in the third chapter of Exodus, that when and 6 invariably produce the same number
God appeared to Moses in the burning in their multiplication, for 5 times 5 are
bush, and directed him to go to Pharaoh 25, and 6 times 6 are 36, and this invariand to the children of Israel in Egypt, able product of ,1 and ^ was said to denote
Moses required that, as preliminary to his the unchangeableness of the First Gauss.
mission, he should be instructed in the Again, lam,
TVTMiy commences with X or
name of God, so that, when he was asked 1, the beginning of numbers, and Jehovah,
by the Israelites, he might be able to prove niiT, with
or 10, the end of numbers,
;

ELECT

EIGHT
which

signified that

God was

the hegin-

ning and end of all things. The phrase,
Eheyeh asher eheyeh, is of importance in the
study of the legend of the Iloyal Arch system. Some years ago, that learned Mason,
AVilliam S. Rockwell, while preparing his
Ahiman Eezon for the State of Georgia,
undertook, but beyond that jurisdiction
unsuccessfully, to introduce it as a password
to the veils.
Eigbt. Among the Pythagoreans the
number eight was esteemed as the first cube,
being formed by the continued multiplication of 2 X 2 X 2, and signified friendship,
prudence, counsel, and justice ; and, as the
cube or reduplication of the first even number, it was made to refer to the primitive
law of nature, which supposes all men to
be equal. Christian numerical symbologists have called it the symbol of the resurrection, because Jesus rose on the 8th day,
i. e. the day after the 7th, and because the
name of Jesus in Greek numerals, corres-

ponding to

its

Greek

letters, is 10, 8, 200,
added up, is 888.

70, 400, 200, which, being
Hence, too, they call it the

Dominical

Num-

As

8 persons were saved in the ark,
those who, like Faber, have adopted the
ber.

theory that the Arkite Rites pervaded
all the religions of antiquity, find an important symbolism in this number, and as
Noah was the type of the resurrection, they
again find in it a reference to that doctrine.
It can, however, be scarcely reckoned
among the numerical symbols of Masonry.
Eighty-One. A sacred number in
the high degrees, because it is the square
of nine, which is again the square of three.
The Pythagoreans, however, who considered
the nine as a fatal number, especially
dreaded eighty-one, because it was produced by the multiplication of nine by itself.
El, Sx. One of the Hebrew names of
God, signifying the Mighty One. It is the
root of many of the other names of Deity,
and also, therefore, of many of the sacred
words in the high degrees. Bryant (Ane.
Myth., i. 16,) says it was the true name of
God, but transferred by the Sabians to the
sun, whence the Greeks borrowed their
helios.

Elchanan, pniX.

God has graciously

In the authorized version, it is improperly translated Elhanan. Jerome says
that it meant David, because in 2 Sam.
xxi. 19, it is said that Elchanan slew Goliath.
A significant word in the high degrees, which has undergone much corruption and various changes of form. In the
given.

Eleham. Lenning gives Elchanam, and incorrectly translates, mercy
of Ood; Delaunay calls it Eliham, and
translates it, Ood of the people, in which
old rituals it is

Pike concurs.
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Elders. This word is used in some of
the old Constitutions to designate those
Masons who, from

their rank and age, were
deputed to obligate Apprentices when admitted into the Craft. Thus in the Con-

of Masonrie, preserved in the archives of the Lodge at York, with the date
of 1704, and which were first published by
Bro. Wm. J. Hughan, (Hist. Frem. in York,
p. 98,) we find this expression. Tunc, unus ex
Senioribus Teneat librum, etc., which in
another manuscript, dated 1693, preserved
in the same archives, and for the publication of which we are also indebted to Bro.
Hughan, the same passage is thus translated, "Then one of the elders takeing the
Booke, and that hee or shee that is to bee
made Mason shall lay their hands thereon,
and the charge shall be given."
Elect. See Elu.
Elect Brotlier. The seventh degree of the Rite of Zinnendorf and of the
National Grand Lodge of Berlin.

stitutions

Elect Cobens, Order

of.

See

Paschalis, Martin.

Commander.

{Elu ComElect
mandeur.) A degree mentioned in Fustier's nomenclature of degrees.

Elect. Grand. {Grand Elu.) The
fourteenth degree of the Chapter of the
Emperors of the East and West. The
same as the Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime Mason of the Scottish Rite.

Elect liady, Snblime. [Dame, Elu
Sublime.)
An androgynous degree
tained in the collection of Pyron.

con-

Elect, liittle Englisb. {Petit Elu
The Little English Elect was a

Anglais.)

degree of the Ancient Chapter of Clermont. The degree is now extinct.
Elect Master. [Maitre Elu.) 1.
The thirteenth degree of the collection of
the Metropolitan Chapter of France. 2.
The fifth degree of the Rite of Zinnendorf.
Elect of Fifteen. [Elu des Quinze.)
The tenth degree in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. The place of meeting is called a chapter; the emblematic
color is black, strewed with tears and the
principal officers are a Thrice Illustrious
Master and two Inspectors. The history of
this degree develops the continuation and
conclusion of the punishment inflicted on
three traitors who, just before the conclusion of the Temple, had committed a crime
of the most atrocious character. The de;

gree is now more commojAycaWedi Illustrious
Elu of the Fifteen. The same degree is
found in the Chapter of Emperors of the
East and West, and in the Rite of Mizraim.
Elect of liOndon. {Elus des LonThe seventieth degree of the collecdres.)
tion of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.

:
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[Elu (!,:< Xa</.) The
of the Aucieut iiiid Accepted
Rite.
Ill the old rituals there were two
represented Solomon and
officers who
Stolkiu.
But in the revised ritual of the
Southern Jurisdiction, the principal officers
The
lire a Master and two Inspectors.
meetings are called Chapters. The degree
details "the mode in which certain traitors,
who, just before the completion of the Tem-

had been engaged in an execrable
deed of villany, received their punishment.
The symbolic colors are red, white, and
black the white emblematic of the purity
of the knights the red, of the crime which
was committed; and the black, of grief.
This is the firat of the elu degrees, and the
one on which the whole el^^ system has
been tbunded.
ple,

Elect of ^iiie and Fifteen.

(-iLu-

senmhlte der Xciin and der Funfiehn.) The
first and second points of the fourth degree
of the old system of the Royal York Lodge
of Berlin.
Elect of Perlgnan. {Eh de Perigiian.)
A degree iUuatrative of the punishment inflicted upon certain criminals

whose exploits constitute a portion of the
The sublegend of Symbolic Masonry.
stance of this degree is to be found in the
Elect of Nine, and Elect of Fifteen in the
Scottish Eite, with both of which it is
closely connected.
It is the sixth degree
of the Adonhiramite Rite. See Perignan.

Elect of the

New Jerusalem.

Formerly the eighth and last of the high
degrees of the Grand Chapter of Berlin.

Elect of the Twelve Tribes.

(Elu

The seventeenth degree
des douze Tribus. )
of the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter
of France.

Elect of Truth, Rite

of. (Bite des
This Rite was instituted
in 1776, by the Lodge of Perfect Union, at
Eennes, in France. A few Lodges in the
interior of France adopted this regime; but,
notwithstanding its philosophical character,
it never became popular, and finally, about
the end of the eighteenth century, fell into
Elus de la

Verite.)

disuse.
It consisted of twelve degrees divided into two classes, as follows
1st Class.
Knights Adepts. 1. Apprentice; 2. Fellow Craft; 3. Master; 4. Perfect Master.
2d Class. Elects of Truth. 5. Elect of

Nine;

Elect of Fifteen; 7. Master Elect;
Architect; 9. Second Architect; 10.
8.
Grand Architect; 11. Knight of the East;
12. Prince of Rose Croix.
6.

Elect of Twelve.

See Knight Elect

of Twelve.

Elect, Perfect.

and Sublime

iSce Perfection,

Maiiioil.

Degree

of.

A

Philosopher.

Elect

degree
found in the instructions of the Philosophic Scottish Rite, and
in the collection of Viany.

under this name

is

Elect Secret. Severe InsiuH'tor.
(Elu i^-cret, A'r^re Inspecteur.) The fourteenth degree of the collection of the MetropolitanChapter of France.
Elect, Sovereign. (Elu Sortverain.)
The fifty-ninth degree of the Rite of Mizraim.

Elect. Sublime.

;

;

Perfect

Elect.

Elect of Xine.

nintti degree

(EluiSulilime.)

fifteenth dogree of the collection of the

The
Me-

tropolitan Chapter of Frauce.

(Elu
Elect, Supreme.
The seventy-fourth degree of the

iSuprane.)
collection

of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
It is also a degree in the collection of
M. Pyron, and, under the name of Tabernacle of Perfect Elect, is contained in
the archives of the Mother Lodge ot the
Philosophic Rite.

Election of OlUcers).

The

election

of the officers of a Lodge is generally held
on the meeting which precedes the festival
of St. John the Evangelist, and sometimes
on that festival itself. Should a Lodge
fail to make the election at that time, no
election can be subsequently held except
by dispensation and it is now very generally admitted, that should any one of the
officers die or remove from the jurisdiction
during the period for which he was elected,
no election can take place to supply the
vacancy, but the office must be filled temporarily until the next election. If it be
the Master, the Senior Warden succeeds to
the office. For the full exposition of the
law on this subject, see Vacaneu.
Elective Offlcers. In this country,
all the officei-s of a Symbolic Lodge except
the Deacons, Stewards, and sometimes the
Tiler, are elected by the members of the
Lodge. In England, the rule is different.
There the Master, Treasurer, and Tiler only
are elected the other officers are appointed
by the Master.
Eleham. See Elchanan.
Elementi;. It was the doctrine of the
old philosophies, sustained by the authority of Aristotle, that there were four principles of matter—-tire, air, earth, und water,
which they called elements. Modern
science has shown the fallacy of the theory.
But it was also taught by the Kabbalists,
and afterwards by the Roaicrucians, who,
according to the Abb6 deVillars, (Le Comte
de Oabn/ii.) peopled them with supernatural
beings called, in the fire, Salamanders in
the air, Sylphs in the earth, Gnomes and
in the water, Undines. From the Rosicrucians and the Kabbalists, the doctrine
;

;

—

;

(Parfait Elu.)

The

twelfth degree of the Metropolitan Chapter
of France, and also of the Rite of Mizraim.

;

;
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passed over into ^ome of the high d^rees of generally admitted that when Virgil, in the
Masonry, and is especially referred to in the sixth book of his J^neid, depicted the deEcossais or Scottish Kaight of St. Andrew, scent of -Eneas into hell, he intended to
originally invented by the Chevalier Bam- give a representation of the Elensinian
say. In this degree we find the four angels mysteries.
of the four elements described as Andarel,
The mysteries were divided into two
the angel of fire; Casmaran, of air; Tal- classes, the lesser and the greater. The
liad, of water ; and Furlac, of earth
and lesser mysteries were celebrated on the
the signs refer to the same elements.
banks of the Ilissus, whose waters supplied
I

:

I

;

Elepbanta. The cavern of Elephanta,

situated on the island of Gharipour, in the

Gulf of Bombay,

is the most ancient temple in the world, and was the principal
place for the celebration of the mysteries
of India. It is one hundred and thirty-five
feet square and eighteen feet high, supported by fonr massive pillars, and its walls
covered on all sides with statues and carved
decorations. Its adytum at the western extremity, which was accessible only to the
initiated, was dedicated to the Phallic worship. On each side were cells and passages
for the purpose of initiation, and a sacred
orifice for the mystical representation of
the doctrine of regeneration. See Maurice's
Indian Antiquities, for a full description of
this ancient scene of initiation.

Elensinian Mysteries. Of all the
mysteries of the ancient religions, those
celebrated at the village of Elensis, near
the city of Athens, were the most splendid
and the most popular. To them men came,
says Cicero, from the remotest regions to
be initiated. They were also the most ancient, if we may believe St. Epiphanins,
who traces them to the reign of Inachus,
more than eighteen hundr^ years before
the Christian era. They were dedicated
to the goddess Demeter, the Ceres of the
Komans, who was worshipped by the
Greeks as the symbol of the prolific earth;
and in them were scenically represented
the los and the recovery of Persephone, and
the doctrines of the unity of God and the
immortality of the soul were esoterically
taught. The learned Faber believed that
there was an intimate connection between
the Arkite worship and the mysteries of
Eleusis but Faber's theory was that the
Arkite rites, which he traced to almost all
the nations of antiquity, symbolized, in the
escape of Xoah and the renovation of the
earth, the doctrines of the resurrection and
the immortal life. Plutarch {De Jh. et Os.)
says that the travels of Isis in search of
Osiris were not difierent from those of
Demeter in search of Persephone ; and
;

,

;

j

j

the means of purification of the aspirants.
The greater mysteries were celebrated in
the temple at Eleusis. An interval of six
months occurred between them, the former
taking place in March and the latter in
September ; which has led some writers to
snppose that there was some mystical reference to the vernal and autumnal equinoxes.
But, considering the character of Demeter
as the goddess of Agriculture, it might be
imagined, although this is a mere conjecture, that the reference was to seed-time and
harvest. A year, however, was required to
elapse before the initiate into the lesser
mysteries was granted admission into the
greater.

j

In conducting the mysteries, there were
four officers, namely: 1. The Hierophant,
or explainer of the sacred thin^. As the
pontifex maximus in Some, so he was the
chief priest of Attica ; he presided over the
ceremonies and explained the nature of the
mysteries to the initiated. 2. The Dadouchus, or torch-bearer, who appears to
have acted as the immediate assistant of
the Hierophant. 3. The Hieroceryx, or
sacred herald, who had the general care of
the temple, guarded it from the profanation of the uninitiated, and took charge of
the aspirant during the trials of initiation.
4. The Epibomus, or altar-server, who conducted the sacrifices.
The ceremonies of initiation into the lesser
mysteries were altogether purificatory, and
intended to prepare the neophyte for his
reception into lie more sublime rites of
the greater mysteries. This, an ancient
poet, quoted by Plutarch, illustrates by
saying that sleep is the lesser mysteries of
the death. The candidate who desired to
pass through this initiation entered the
modest temple, erected for that purpose on
the borders of the Ilissus, and there submitted to the required ablutions, typical of

moral purification. The Dadouchus then
pla(%d his feet upon the skins of the victims which had been immolated to Jupiter.
Hesychins says that only the left foot was
this view has been adopted by St. Croix placed on the skins. In this position he
(Mygt. duPag.)AndihyCT&azn,[Symb.;) and was asked if he had eaten bread, and if he
hence we may well suppose that the recov- was pure; and his replies being satisfactory,
ery of the former at Byblos, and of the lat- he passed through other symbolic cereter in Hades, were both intended to sym- monies, the mystical signification of which
bolize the restoration of the soul after was given to him, an oath of secresy having
death to eternal life. The learned have been previously administered. The initiate

ELEUSINIAN

ELEUSmiAN
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was called a myswhich, being derived from a
Greek word meaning to shut the eyes, signified that he was yet blind as to the greater
truths thereafter to be revealed.
The greater mysteries lasted for nine
days, and were celebrated partly on the
Thriasian plain, which surrounded the teniple, and partly in the temple of Eleusis
itself.
Of this temple, one of the most
magnificent and the largest in Greece, not

into the lesser mysteries
tes,

a

title

a vestige

is

now

antiquity was

Its

left.

very great, having been in existence, according to Aristides the rhetorician, when
the Dorians marched against Athens.^ It
was burned by the retreating Persians
under Xerxes, but immediately rebuilt,
and finally destroyed with the city by
Alaric, " the Scourge of God," and all that
is now left of Eleusis and its spacious temple is the mere site occupied by the insignificant Greek village of Lepsina, an evident corruption of the ancient name.
The public processions on the plain and
on the sacred way from Athens to Eleusis
were made in honor of Demeter and Persephone, and made mystical allusions to
events in the life of both, and of the infant
lacchus. These processions were made in
the daytime, but the initiation was nocturnal, and was reserved for the nights of
the sixth and seventh days.
The herald opened the ceremonies of
initiation into the greater mysteries by the
proclamation, e/caf, £/cac, care fSeptiTioi, " Retire, O ye profane."
Thus were the sacred
precincts tiled. The aspirant was clothed
with the skin of a calf An oath of secrecy
was administered, and he was then asked,
"Have you eaten bread?" The reply to
which was, " I have fasted I have drunk
the sacred mixture I have taken it out of
the chest I have spun I have placed it in
the basket, and from the basket laid it in
the chest." By this reply, the aspirant
showed that he had been duly prepared by
initiation into the lesser mysteries; for
Clement of Alexandria says that this
formula was a shibboleth, or password, by
which the mystse, or initiates, into the
lesser mysteries were known as such, and
admitted to the epopteia or greater initiation. The gesture of spinning wool, in imitation of what Demeter did in the time of
;

;

;

her

afiliction,

;

seemed

also to

be used as a

sign of recognition.
The aspirant was now clothed in the sacred tunic, and awaited in the vestibule the
opening of the doors of the sanctuary.
^Vhat subsequently took place must be
left in great part to conjecture, although
modern writers have availed themselves
of all the allusions that are to be found in
the ancients. The temple consisted of

the megaron, or sanctuary, corresponding to the holy place of the Temple
of Solomon the anaotoron, or holy of holies, and a subterranean apartment beneath
the temple. Each of these was probably
occupied at a different portion of the initiaThe representation ofi the infernal
tion.
regions, and the punishment of the uninitiated impious was appropriated to the subterranean apartment, and was, as Sylvestre
de Sacy says, [Notes to St. Croix, i. 360,) an
episode of the drama which represented the
adventures of Isis, Osiris, and Typhon, or
of Demeter, Persephone, and Pluto. This
drama, the same author thinks, represented
the carrying away of Persephone, the
travels of Demeter in search of her lost
daughter, her descent into hell ; the union
of Pluto with Persephone, and was terminated by the return of Demeter into the
upper world and the light of day. The

three parts

:

;

representation of this

drama commenced

immediately after the profane had been
And it is easy to
sent from the temple.
understand how the groans and wailings with which the temple at one time
resounded might symbolize the sufferings
and the death of man, and the subsequent rejoicings at the return of the goddess might be typical of the joy for the
of the soul to eternal life.
Others have conjectured that the drama of
the mysteries represented, in the deportation of Persephone to Hades by Pluto, the
departure, as it were, of the sun, or the
deprivation of its viviflc power during the
winter months, and her reappearance on
earth, the restoration of the prolific sun in
summer. Others again tell us that the
last act of the mysteries represented the
restoration to life of the murdered Zagreus,
or Dionysus, by Demeter. Diodorus says
that the members of the body of Zagreus
lacerated by the Titans was represented in
the ceremonies of mysteries, as well as in
the Orphic hymns but he prudently adds
that he was not allowed to reveal the deWhatever was
tails to the uninitiated.
the precise method of symbolism, it is evident that the true interpretation was the
restoration from death to eternal life, and
that the funereal part of the initiation referred to a loss, and the exultation afterwards to a recovery. Hence it was folly
to deny the coincidence that exists between
this Eleusinian drama and that enacted in
the third degree of Masonry. It is not
claimed that the one was the uninterrupted
successor of the other, but there must have
been a common ideal source for the origin of
both. The lesson, the dogma, the symbol,
and the method of instruction are the same.
restoration

;

Having now, as Pindar says, "descended
beneath the hollow earth, and beheld those

;

ELEUSINIAN

ELOQUENCE

mysteries," the initiate ceased to be a
or blind man, and was thenceforth
called an epopt, a word signifying he who

connects them with the modern initiations
of Freemasonry is evident in the common
thought which pervades and identifies both
though it is difficult, and perhaps impossible, to trace all the connecting links of
the liistoric chain.
see the beginning
and we see the end of one pervading idea,
but the central point is hidden from us to
await some future discoverer.
Eleven. In the Prestonian lectures,
eleven was a mystical number, and was the
final series of steps in the winding stairs
of the Fellow Craft, which were said to
consist of 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11. The eleven
was referred to the eleven apostles after the
defection of Judas, and to the eleven sons
of Jacob after Joseph went into Egypt.
But when the lectures were revived by
Hemming, the eleven was struck out. In
Templar Masonry, however, eleven is still
significant as being the constitutional number required to open a Commandery and
here it is evidently allusive of the eleven

•myites,

The Eleusinian

mysteries,

which,

by

their splendor, surpassed all contemporary
institutions of the kind, were deemed of so
much importance as to be taken under the
special protection of the state, and to the

council of five hundred were intrusted the
observance of the ordinances which regulated them. By a law of Solon, the magistrates met every year at the close of the
festival, to pass sentence upon any who had
violated or transgressed any of the rules
which governed the administration of the
sacred rites. Any attempt to disclose the
esoteric ceremonies of initiation was punished with death. Plutarch tells us, in his
lAfe of A Icibiades, that that votary ofpleasure
was indicted for sacrilege, because he had
imitated the mysteries, and shown them to
his companions in the same dress as that
worn by the Hierophant and we get from
Livy (xxxi. 14,) the following relation
Two Acarnanian youths, who had not
been initiated, accidentally entered the
temple of Demeter during the celebration
of the mysteries. They were soon detected
by their absurd questions, and being carried
to the managers of the temple, although
it was evident that their intrusion was accidental, they were put to death for so horIt is not, therefore, surprisrible a crime.
ing that, in the account of them, we should
find such uncertain and even conflicting
assertions of the ancient writers, who hesitated to discuss publicly so forbidden a
;

:

subject.

The qualifications for initiation were maSuch was
turity of age and purity of life.
the theory, although in practice these
qualifications were not always rigidly regarded.
But the early doctrine was that
none but the pure, morally and ceremonially,
could be admitted to initiation. At first,
too, the right of admission was restricted
but even in the tim^
to natives of Greece
of Herodotus this law was dispensed with,
and the citizens of all countries were considered eligible. So in time these mysteries were extended beyond the limits of
Greece, and in the days of the empire they
were introduced into Eome, where they be;

came exceedingly popular.
The scenic representations, the participation in secret signs and words of recogdogma,
and the establishment of a hidden bond of
fraternity, gave attraction to these mysteries, which lasted until the very fall of the
Roman empire, and exerted a powerful influence on the mystical associations of the
Middle Ages. The bond of union which
nition, the instruction in a peculiar
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We

;

true disciples.

Eligibility for Initiation.

See

Qualifications of Candidates.

Eliliorepli.
taries.

One

of Solomon's secre-

See Ahiah.

Elizabeth of England.

Preston
the
following circumstance is recorded of this
sovereign Hearing that the Masons were
in possession of secrets which they would
not reveal, and being jealous of all secret
assemblies, she sent an armed force to York,
with intent to break up their annual Grand
Lodge. This design, however, was happily
frustrated by the
interposition of Sir
Thomas Sackville, who took care to initiate some of the chief officers whom she
had sent on this duty. They joined in
communication with the Masons, and made
so favorable a report to the queen on their
return that she countermanded her orders,
and never afterwards attempted to disturb
the meetings of the Fraternity. The iconoclasts, of course, assert that the story is
void of authenticity.
Elizabeth of Portugal. In May,
1792, this queen, having conceived a suspicion of the Lodges in Madeira, gave an
order to the governor to arrest all the Freemasons in the island, and deliver them over
The rigorous execution
to the Inquisition.
of this order occasioned an emigration of
many families, ten of whom repaired to
{I/lustrations, B. IV., ?iv.,) states that

:

New

York, and were liberally assisted by

the Masons of that city.
Elohini. DTlSx.

Hebrew

A name applied

in

any deity, but sometimes also
According to Lanci, it
to the true God.
means the most beneficent. It is not, however, much used in Masonry.
Eloquence of Masonry. Lawyers
to

;

ELU

EMBLEIM

boast of the eloquence of the bar, and
point to the arguments of counsel in well
known cases ; the clergy have the eloquence
of the pulpit exhibited in sermons, many
of which have a world-wide reputation
and statesmen vaunt of the eloquence of
some of the speeches, however,
Congress
being indebted, it is said, for their power
and beauty, to the talent of the stenographic
reporter rather than the member who is
supposed to be the author.
Freemasonry, too, has its eloquence,
which is sometimes, although not always,
of a very high order. This eloquence is to
be found in the addresses, orations, and
discourses which have usually been delivered on the great festivals of the Order,
at consecrations of Lodges, dedications of
halls, and the laying of foundation-stones.
These addresses constitute, in fact, the
principal part of the early literature of
Freemasonry. See Addresses, Masonic.
£lu. The fourth degree of the French

Master's degree, and was only applied to
Templarism when De Molay was substituted
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Rite.

See Elus.

£lu].

hh'i^-

ecclesiastical

The

sixth

month of the

and the twelfth of the

civil

year of the Jews. The twelfth also, therefore, of the Masonic calendar used in the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite. It
begins on the new moon of August or September, and consists of twenty-nine days.

The French word elu means
and the degrees, whose object is to
the detection and punishment of the

£lus.
elected;

detail
actors in the

crime traditionally related in
the third degree, are called Elus, or the
degrees of the Elected, because they referred to those of the Craft who were
chosen or elected to make the discovery,
and to inflict the punishment. They form
a particular system of Masonry, and are to
be found in every Rite, if not in all in
name, at least in principle. In the York
and American Rites, the Elu is incorporated
in tlie Master's degree; in the French Rite
it constitutes an independent degree and in
the Scottish Rite it consists of three degrees, the ninth, tenth, and eleventh.
Ragon counts the five preceding degrees among
the Elus, but they more properly belong to
the Order of Masters. The symbolism of
these Elu degrees has been greatly mistaken
and perverted by anti-Masonic writers, who
have thus attributed to Masonry a spirit of
vengeance which is not its characteristic.
;

They must be looked upon

as

only a symbolic meaning.

Those higher

conveying

which the object of the election
is changed and connected with Templarism,
are more properly called Kadoshes. Thory
says that all the Elus are derived from the
degree of Kadosh, which preceded them.
degrees, in

The reverse, I think, is the truth. The
Elu system sprang naturally from the

for

Hiram

the Builder.

Emanation.

Literally, "a flowing
doctrine of emanations was a
theory predominant in many of the Oriental religions, such, especially, as Brahmanism and Parseeism, and subsequently
adopted by the KabbaUsts and the Gnostics,

The

forth."

and taught by Philo and Plato.
that

all

(which

is

It

assumed

things emanated, flowed forth,
the literal meaning of the word,)

or were developed and descended by degrees from the Supreme Being. Thus, in
the ancient religion of India, the anima
mundi, or soul of the word, the mysterious source of all life, was identified

with

The

Brahma, the Supreme God.

doctrine of Gnosticism was that all beings emanated from the Deity that there
was a progressive degeneration of these
beings from the highest to the lowest
;

emanation, and a final redemption and
return of all to the purity of the Creator.
Philo taught that the Supreme Being was
the Primitive Light or the Archetype of
Light, whose rays illuminate, as from a
common source, all souls. The theory of
emanations is interesting to the Mason,
because of the reference in many of the
higher degrees to the doctrines of Philo,
the Gnostics, and the Kabbalists.
sacred word in some of
Emanuel.
the high degrees, being one of the names
applied in Scripture to the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is a Greek form from the Hebrew, Im-

A

manuel, SxUDj;, and

signifies

'*

God

is

with

us."

Embassy.

The embassy of Zerubbabel and four other Jewish chiefs to the
court of Darius, to obtain the protection
of that monarch from the encroachments
of the Samaritans, who interrupted the
labors in the reconstruction of the Temple,
constitutes the legend of the sixteenth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, and also of the Red Cross degree of
the American Rite, which is surely borrowed from the former. The history of
this embassy is found in the eleventh book
of the Antiquities of Josephus, whence the
Masonic

have undoubtedly taken

ritualists

The only

authority of Josephus is the
apocryphal record of Esdras, and the authenticity of the whole transaction is doubted or denied by modern historians.
The emblem is an occult
representation of something unknown or
concealed by a sign or thing that is known.
Thus, a square is in Freemasonry an emblem of morality a plumb line, of rectitude of conduct and a level, of equality
of human conditions. Emblem is very generally used as synonymous with symbol, alit.

Emblem.

;

;

EMERALD

EMPEROKB

though the two words do not express exactly the same meaning.
An emblem is
properly a representation of an idea by a
visible object, as in the examples quoted
above but a symbol is more extensive in

Lodge were vested with the prerogative of
deciding what was a case of emergency,but modern law and usage (in this country,
at least.) make the Grand Master the sole
judge of what constitutes a case of emergency.
Emergent liOdge.
Lodge held
at an emergent meeting.

;

application, includes every representation of an idea by an image, whether that
its

image

presented immediately to the
senses as a visible and tangible substance,
or only brought before the mind by words.
Hence an action or event as described, a
myth or legend, may be a symbol and
hence, too, it follows that while all emblems
are symbols, all symbols are not emblems.
See Symbol.
Emerald. In Hebrew, 133, caphak.
It was the first stone in the first row of the
is

;

and was referred
Adam Clarke says it is the same
to Levi.
stone as the smaragdus, and is of a bright

high

priest's breastplate,

green color. Josephus, the Septuagint,
and the Jerusalem Targum understood by
the Hebrew word the carbuncle, which is
The modern emerald, as everybody
red.
knows, is green.
Emergency. The general law of Masonry requires a month to elapse between
the time of receiving a petition for initiation and that of balloting for the candidate, and also that there shall be an interval of one month between the reception
of each of the degrees of Craft Masonry.
Cases sometimes occur when a Lodge desires this probationary period to be dispensed with, so that the candidate's petition may be received and balloted for at
the same communication, or so that the degrees may be conferred at much shorter intervals.
As some reason must be assigned
for the application to the Grand Master for
the dispensation, such reason is generally
stated to be that the candidate is about to
go on a long journey, or some other equally
valid.
Cases of this kind are called, in the
technical language of Masonry, cases of
emergency. It is evident that the emergency is made for the sake of the candidate, and not for that of the Lodge or of
Masonry. The too frequent occurrence of
applications for dispensations in cases of
emergency have been a fruitful source of
evil, as thereby unworthy persons, escaping the ordeal of an investigation into
character,, have been introduced into the
Order; and even where the candidates have
been worthy, the rapid passing through the
degrees prevents a due impression from
being made on the mind, and the candidate
fails to justly appreciate the beauties and
Hence,
merits of the Masonic system.
these cases of emergency have been very
unpopular with the most distinguished
members of the Fraternity. In the olden
time the Master and Wardens of the

251

A

Emergent Meeting.

The meeting

of a Lodge called to elect a candidate, and
confer the degrees in a case of emergency,
or for any other sudden and unexpected
cause, has been called an emergent meeting.
The term is not very common, but it
has been used by W. S. Mitchell and a few
other writers.
Emeritus. Latin plural, emeriti.
The Romans applied this word
which
comes from the verb emerere, to be greatly
deserving
to a soldier who had served out
his time hence, in the Supreme Councils
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of this country, an active member, who resigns his seat by reason of age, infirmity,
or for other cause deemed good by the
Council, may be elected an Emeritus member, and will possess the privilege of proposing measures and being heard in debate,
but not of voting.
Emeth. Hebrew, J^Q}<{. One of the
words in the high degrees.
It signifies
integrity, fidelity, firmneis, and constancy in
keeping a promise, and especially Teuth,
as opposed to falsehood.
In the Scottish
Rite, the Sublime Knights Elect of Twelve
of the eleventh degree are called " Princes
Emeth," which means simply men of exalted character who are devoted to truth.
Eminent. The title given to the
Commander or presiding officer of a Commandery of Knights Templars, and to all
officers below the Grand Commander in a
;

—

—

;

Grand Commandery. The Grand Commander is styled " Right Eminent," and the
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment
of the United States, "Most Eminent."
The word is from the Latin eminens, "standing above," and literally signifies "exalted
in rank." Hence, it is a title given to the
cardinals in the Roman Church.

Emperor of Liebanon.

{JSmpereur

du Liban.) This degree, says Thory, (Act.
Lat, i. 311,) which was a part of the collection of M. Le Rouge, was composed in
the isle of Bourbon, in 1778, by the Marquis de Beurnonville, who was then National Grand Master of all the Lodges of
India.

Emperors of tbe East and West.
In 1758 there was established in Paris a
Chapter called the " Council of Emperors
of the East and West." The members astitles of " Sovereign Prince Masons," " Substitutes General of the Royal

sumed the

•

EMPERORS

ENGLAND

Art," " Grand Superintendents and officers
of the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of St.
John of Jerusalem." Their ritual, which
was based on the Templar system, consisted of twenty-five degrees, as follows:
1 to 19, the same as the Scottish Rite '20,
Grand Patriarch I<"oachite ; 21, Key of Masonry 22, Prince of Lebanon 23, Knight
of tlie Sun; 24, Kadosh; 25, Prince of the
Royal Secret.
It granted warrants for
Lodges of the high degrees, appointed
Grand Inspectors and Deputies, and established several subordinate bodies in the
interior of France, among which was a
" Council of Princes of the Royal Secret,"
at Bordeaux.
In 1763, one Pincemaille,
the JIaster of the Lodge La Candour, at
Metz, began to publish an exposition of
these degrees in the serial numbers of a
work entitled. Conversations Allegoriques sur
la Franche-Magonnerie. In 1764, the Grand
Lodge of France offered him 800 livres to
suppress the book. Pincemaille accepted
the bribe, but continued the publication,

Stephen Morin, through whom the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite was established
in America.
Eiuuuah. nj.lON- Sometimes spelled
Amunah, but not in accordance witn the
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;

;

;

which

Masoretic points. A significant word in
the high degrees signifying fidelity, especially in fulfilling one's promises.
Euoauipuieut. All regular assemblies of Knights Templars were formerly
called Encampments, and are still so called
They are now styled Coniin England.
manderies in this country, and Grand Encampments of the States are called Grand

Commanderies. See Oommandery and Commandery, Grand.

£uoauipiuent, General Grand.
The

title,

before the adoption of the C/Ou-

stitution of 1856, of the Grand
ment of the United States.

Encamp-

Enoauipiuent, Grand. The Grand
Encampment

of the United States was instituted on the 22d of June, 1816, in the
city of New York.
It consists of a Grand

Grand Master, and other
Grand officers who are similar to those of
a Grand Oommandery, with Past Grand
officers and
the representatives of the
various Grand Commanderies, and of the
subordinate Commanderies deriving their
Master, Deputy

lasted until 1766.

In 1758, the year of their establishment
in France, the degrees of this Rite of Heredom, or of Perfection, as it was called, were
carried by the Marquis de Bernez to Berlin,
and adopted by the Grand Lodge of the

Three Globes.
Between the years 1760 and 1765, there
was much dissension in the Rite. A new
Council, called the Knights of the East,
was established at Paris, in 1760, as the
rival of the Emperors of the East and
West. The controversies of these two bodies were carried into the Grand Lodge,
which, in 1766, was compelled, for the sake

warrants immediately from it. It exercises
jurisdiction over all the Templars of the
United States, and meets trienuially. The

term Encampment is borrowed from military usage, and is very properly applied to
the temporary congregation at stated
periods of the army of Templars, who may
be said to be, for the time being, in camp.

Encyclical. Circular sent to many
of peace, to issue a decree in opposition to places or persons. Encyclical letters, conthe high degrees, excluding the malcon- taining information, advice, or admonition,
tents, and forbidding the symbolical Lodges are sometimes issued by Grand Lodges or
to recognize the authority of these Chap- Grand Mastere to the Lodges and Masons
ters.
But the excluded Masons continued of a jurisdiction. The word is not in very
to work clandestinely and to grant war- common use; but I find that in 1848 the
rants. From that time until its dissolution, Grand Lodge of South Carolina issued " an
the history of the Council of the Emperors encyclical letter of advice, of admonition,
of the East and West is but a history of and of direction," to the subordinate Lodges
continuous disputes with the Grand Lqdge under her jurisdiction and that a similar
of France. At length, in 1781, it was com- letter was issued in 1865 by the Grand
pletely absorbed in the Grand Orient, and Master of Iowa.
has no longer an existence.
faniille. French, meaning as a
The assertion of Thory, (Act. Lat.,) and family.
In French Lodges, during the
of Ragon, ( Orthod. Mac.,) that the Council reading of the minutes, and sometimes
of the Emperors of the East and West was when the Lodge is engaged in the discusthe origin of the Ancient and Accepted sion of delicate matters affecting only itRite,
Frederick of Prussia having added self, the Lodge is said to meet " en famille,"
eight to the original twenty-five, although at which time visitors are not admitted.
it has been denied, does not seem destitute
England. I shall give a brief risume
of truth. It is very certain, if the docu- of the nistory of Freemasonry in England
mentary evidence is authentic, that the as it has hitherto been written, and is now
Constitutions of 1762 were framed by this generally received by the Fraternity. It is
Council and it is equally certain that under But right, however, to say, that recent rethese Constitutions a patent was granted to searches have thrown doubts on the authen;

;

En

—

—

;

;;

ENGLAND

ENGLAND
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many of the statements, that the
legend of Prince Edwin has been doubted
the establishment of a Grand Lodge at
York in the beginning of the eighteenth
century denied and the existence of any
thing but Operative Masonry before 1717

These four Lodges, desirous of reviving the
prosperity of the Order, determined to
unite themselves under a Grand Master,
Sir Christopher Wren being now dead, and
none having, as yet, been appointed in his
place. They therefore " met at the Applecontroverted. These questions are still in Tree Tavern and having put into the chair
dispute; but the labors of Masonic anti- the oldest Master Mason, (being the Master
quaries, through which many old records of a Lodge,) they constituted themselves a
and ancient constitutions are being con- Grand Lodge, pro tempore, in due form, and
tinually exhumed from the British Museum forthwith revived the quarterly communiand from Lodge libraries, will eventually cation of the officers of Lodges, (called the
Grand Lodge,) resolved to hold the annual
enable us to settle upon the truth.
According to Anderson and Preston, the assembly and feast, and then to choose a
Grand Master from among themselves, till
first charter granted in England to the
Masons, as a body, was bestowed by King they should have the honor of a noble

ticity of

;

;

Athelstan, in 926, upon the application of
his brother. Prince Edwin. " Accordingly,"
says a legend first cited by Anderson,

" Prince

Edwin summoned

the Masons

all

in the realm to meet him in a congregation
at York, who came and composed a General Lodge, of which he was Grand Master
and having brought with them all the writings and records extant, some in Greek,
some in Latin, some in French, and other
languages, from the contents thereof that
assembly did frame the Constitution and
Charges of an English Lodge."

From

assembly at York, the rise of
in England is generally dated;
the statutes there enacted are derived
this

Masonry

from
the English Masonic Constitutions and
from the place of meeting, the ritual of the
English Lodges is designated as the " An;

cient

York

brother at their head."
Accordingly, on St. John the Baptist's
day, 1717, the annual assembly and feast
were held, and Mr. Anthony Sayer duly
proposed and elected Grand Master. The
Grand Lodge adopted, among its regulations, the following: "That the privilege
of assembling as Masons, which had hitherto been unlimited, should be vested in
certain Lodges or assemblies of Masons
convened in certain places and that every
Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the
four old Lodges at this time existing, should
be legally authorized to act by a warrant
from the Grand Master, for the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition,
with the consent and approbation of the
;

Grand Lodge

in communication, and that,
without such warrant, no Lodge should be

deemed regular or constitutional."
In compliment, however, to the four old
Lodges, the privileges which they had always possessed under the old organization
were particularly reserved to them and it
was enacted that " no law, rule, or regulahereafter

Rite."

For a long time, the York Assembly exercised the Masonic jurisdiction over all
England but in 1567 the Masons of the
;

southern part of the island elected Sir
Thomas Gresham, the celebrated merchant,
He was succeeded by
their Grand Master.
the illustrious architect, Inigo Jones. There
were now two Grand Masters in England
who assumed distinctive titles the Grand
Master of the north being called Grand
Master of all England, while he who presided in the south was called Grand Master
of England.
In the beginning of the eighteenth century. Masonry in the south of England had
The disturbances of the
fallen into decay.
revolution, which placed William III. on
the throne, and the subsequent warmth of
political feelings which agitated the two
parties of the state, had given this peaceflil society a wound fatal to its success. Sir
Christopher Wren, the Grand Master in the
reign of Queen Anne, had become aged, infirm, and inactive, and hence the general
assemblies of the Grand Lodge had ceased
There were, in the year
to take place.
1716, but four Lodges in the south of England, all working in the city of Loudon.
;

;

be hereafter made or passed in
Grand Lodge, should ever deprive them of
such privilege, or encroach on any landmark which was at that time established
tion, to

as the standard of

Masonic government."

The Grand Lodges of York and of London kept up a friendly intercourse, and mutual interchange of recognition, until the
latter body, in 1725, granted a warrant of
constitution to some Masons who had seThis unmasonic
ceded from the former.
act was severely reprobated by the York

Grand Lodge, and produced the first interruption to the harmony that had long subbetween them. It was, however, followed some years after by another unjustiIn 1735, the
fiable act of interference.
Earl of Crawford, Grand Master of England, constituted two Lodges within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of York, and
granted, without its consent, deputations
for Lancashire, Durham, and Northumber" This circumstance," says Preston,
land.
sisted

;

;

ENGLAND

ENOCH

[Illust., p. 184,) " the Grand Lodge at York
highly resented, and ever afterward viewed
the proceedings of the brethren in the
south with a jealous eye. All friendly intercourse ceased, and the York Masons,
from that moment, considered their interests distinct from the Masons under the

desire to find the truth, and not to uphold
a theory. The legend may not be true ; but
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has been long accepted and venerated
it should not be rejected until there
In
is incontestable evidence of its falsity.
criticisms of this kind we should remember
the caution of an eminent metaphysician,
that " the hand that cannot build a hovel
Grand Lodge in London."
Three years after, in 1738, several brethren, may demolish a palace." So far, the redissatisfied with the conduct of the Grand searches of these inquiries into the early
Lodge of England, seceded from it, and held history of English Freemasonry, of whom
unauthorized meetings for the purpose of ini- Bro. Hughan, of Cornwall, may justly be
tiation.
Taking advantage of the breach considered as the chief, have been generally
between the Grand Lodges of York and conducted with earnest fairness and laboriLondon, they assumed the character of ous learning. See York
Y'ork Masons. On the Grand Lodge's deEnglet. A corruption of Euclid, found
termination to put strictly in execution the in the Old Constitutions known as the
Matthew Cooke MS., " wherefore y' forlaws against such seceders, they still further separated from its jurisdiction, and sayde maister Englet ordegnet thei were
assumed the appellation of "Ancient York passing of conying schold be passing honMasons." They announced that the ancient oured," (line 674-7.) lam inclined to think
landmarks were alone preserved by them
that the copyist has mistaken a badly-made
and, declaring that the regular Lodges had old English u for an n, and that the origiadopted new plans, and sanctioned inno- nal had Euglet, which would be a nearer
vations, they branded them with the name of approximation to Euclid.
"Modern Masom." In 1739, they established
£ngraTe. In French Lodges, buriner,
a new Grand Lodge in London, under the to engrave, is used instead of ecrire, to
name of the "Grand Lodge of Ancient write. The " engraved tablets " are the
Y'ork Masons," and, persevering in the meas- " written records."
ures they had adopted, held communications
Enlightened. This word, equivalent
and appointed annual feasts. They were to the Latin illuminatus, is frequently used
soon afterward recognized by the Masons to designate a Freemason as one who has
of Scotland and Ireland, and were encour- been rescued from darkness, and received
Webster's definition
aged and fostared by many of the nobility. intellectual light.
The two Grand Lodges continued to exist, shows its appositeness " Illuminated ; inand to act in opposition to each other, ex- structed informed furnished with clear
tending their schisms into other countries, views." Many old Latin diplomas comespecially into America, until the year 1813,
mence with the heading, " Omnibus illuwhen, under the Grand Mastership of the minatis," i. e., " to all the enlightened."
Duke of Sussex, they were united under
Enlightenment, Shock of. See
the title of the United Grand Lodge of Shock of Enlightenment.
England.
Enoch. Though the Scriptures furSuch is the history of Freemasonry in nish but a meagre account of Enoch, the
England as uninterruptedly believed by all traditions of Freemasonry closely connect
Masons and Masonic writers for nearly a him, by numerous circumstances, with the
century and a half. Recent researches early history of the Institution. All, inhave thrown great doubts on its entire ac- deed, that we learn from the Book of Genecuracy. Until the year 1717, the details sis on the subject of his life is, that he was
are either traditional, or supported only by the seventh of the patriarchs the son of
manuscripts whose authenticity has not yet Jared, and the great-grandfather of Noah
been satisfactorily proved. Much of the that he was born in the year of the world
history is uncertain some of it, especially 622 that his life was one of eminent virtue,
as referring to York, is deemed apocryphal so much so, that he is described as " walkby Hughan and other laborious writers. ing with God " and that in the year 987
Y'et, as the hereditary tradition of the his earthly pilgrimage was terminated, (as
Order, it cannot be safely or justly thrown the commentators generally suppose,) not by
altogether aside; though it should be re- death, but by a bodily translation to heaven.
ceived with many reservations until the
In the very commencement of our inprofound researches of Masonic antiquaries, quiries, we shall find circumstances in the
now being actively pursued in England, life of this great patriarch that shadow
shall have been brought to a satisfactory forth, as it were, something of that mysticonclusion. The investigations on this im- cism with which the traditions of Masonry
portant subject should be conducted with have connected him. His name, in the
impartial judgment, and with an earnest Hebrew language, "IJHi Henoch, signifies
if it

as truth,

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

ENOCH
to initiate

ENOCH

and to instruct, and seems intended

to express the fact that he was, as Oliver
renaarks, the first to give a decisive character to the rite of initiation, and to add to

the practice of divine worship the study
and application of human science. In
confirmation of this view, a writer in the
Freemason's Quarterly Review says, on this
subject, that " it seems probable that Enoch
introduced the speculative principles into
the Masonic creed, and that he originated
its exclusive character," which theory must
be taken, if it is accepted at all, with very
considerable modifications.
The years of his life may also be supposed
to contain a mystic meaning, for they
amounted to three hundred and sixty-five,
being exactly equal to a solar revolution.
In all the ancient rites this number has occupied a prominent place, because it was
the representative of the annual course of
that luminary which, as the great fructifler
of the earth, was the peculiar object of
divine worship.
Of the early history of Enoch, we know
nothing. It is, however, probable that, like
the other descendants of the pious Seth, he
passed his pastoral life in the neighborhood of Mount Moriah. From the other
patriarchs he differed only in this, that, enlightened by the divine knowledge which
had been imparted to him, he instructed
his contemporaries in the practice of those
rites, and in the study of those sciences, with
which he had himself become acquainted.
The Oriental writers abound in traditionary evidence of the learning of the venerable patriarch.
One tradition states that he
received from God the gift of wisdom and
knowledge, and that God sent him thirty
volumes from heaven, filled with all the secrets of the most mysterious sciences. The

Babylonians supposed him to have been

in-

timately acquainted with the nature of the
stars; and they attribute to him the invention of astrology.
The Eabbins maintain
that he was taught by God and Adam how
to sacrifice, and how to worship the Deity
aright.
The kabbalistic book of Eaziel
says that he received the divine mysteries
from Adam, through the direct line of the
preceding patriarchs.
The Greek Christians supposed him to
have been identical with the first Egyptian
Hermes, who dwelt at Sais. They say he
was the first to give instruction on the celestial bodies
that he foretold the deluge
that was to overwhelm his descendants;
and that he built the Pyramids, engraving
thereon figures of artificial instruments and
the elements of the sciences, fearing lest
the memory of man should perish in that
general destruction. Eupolemus, a Grecian
writer, makes him the same as Atlas, and
;
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attributes to him, as the Pagans did to that
deity, the invention of astroaomy.
Mr. Wait, in his Oriental Antiquities,

quotes a passage from Bar Hebrseus, a Jewish writer,

the

which

asserts that

Enoch was

who invented books and
he taught men the art of

first

that

writing;
building

that he discovered the knowledge
of the Zodiac and the course of the planets
and that he inculcated the worship of God
by fasting, prayer, alms, votive offerings,
and tithes. Bar Hebrasus adds, that he
also appointed festivals for sacrifices to the
sun at the periods when that luminary en-,
tered each of the zodiacal signs but this
statement, which would make him the author of idolatry, is entirely inconsistent'
with all that we know of his character,
from both history and tradition, and arose,
as Oliver supposes, most probably from a
blending of the characters of Enos and
cities

;

;

Enoch.
In the study of the sciences, in teaching
them to his children and his contemporaries, and in instituting the rites of initiation,
Enoch is supposed to have passed the years
of his peaceiiil, his pious, and his useful
until the crimes of mankind had increased to such a height that, in the expressive words of Holy Writ, " every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart was
only evil continually." It was then, according to a Masonic tradition, that Enoch,
disgusted with the wickedness that surrounded him, and appalled at the thought
of its inevitable consequences, fled to the
solitude and secrecy of Mount Moriah, and
devoted himself to prayer and pious contemplation. In was on that spot
then
first consecrated by this patriarchal hermitage, and afterwards to be made still more
holy by the sacrifices of Abraham, of David,
that we are informed
and of Solomon
that the Shekinah or sacred presence appeared to him, and gave him those instructions which were to preserve the wisdom
of the antediluvians to their posterity when
the world, with the exception of but one
family, should have been destroyed by the
forthcoming flood.
The circumstances
which occurred at that time are recorded
in a tradition which forms what has been
called the great Masonic "Legend of
life,

—

—

Enoch," and which runs to this effect:.
Enoch, being inspired by the Most High,
and in commemoration of a wonderful vision, built a temple under ground, and dedicated it to God. His son, Methuselah,
constructed the building although he was
not acquainted with his father's motives
This temple consisted of
for the erection.
;

nine brick vaults, situated perpendicularly
beneath each other, and communicating by
apertures left in the arch of each vault.

:
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Enoch then caused a triangular plate of
gold to be made, each side of which was a
cubit long; he enriched it with the most
precious stones, and encrusted the plate
upon a stoue of agate of the same form.
On the plate he engraved, in ineffable characters, the true name of Deity, and, placing
it on a cubical pedestal of white marble,
he deposited the whole within the deepest
arch.

When this subterranean building was
completed, he made a door of stone, and
attaching to it a ring of iron, by which it
might be occasionally raised, he placed it
over the opening of the uppermost arch,
and so covered it over that the aperture
could not be discovered. Enoch himself
was not permitted to enter it but once a
year and on the death of Enoch, Methuselah, and Lamech, and the destruction of
the world by the deluge, all knowledge of
this temple, and of the sacred treasure which
it contained, was lost until, in after times,
it was accidentally discovered by another
worthy of Freemasonry, who, like Enoch,
was engaged in the erection of a temple on
the same spot.
The legend goes on to inform us that
after Enoch had completed the subterranean temple, fearing that the principles of
those arts and sciences which he had cultivated with so mucl;i assiduity would be lost
in that general destruction of which he had
received a prophetic vision, he erected two
pillars,
the one of marble, to withstand the
influence of fire, and the other of brass, to
resist the action of water.
On the pillar of
brass he engraved the history of the creation, the principles of the arts and sciences, and the doctrines of Speculative
Freemasonry as they were practised in his
times; and on the one of marble he in;

—

scribed characters in hieroglyphics, importing that near the spot where they stood
a precious treasure was deposited in a sub-

terranean vault.

Josephus gives an account of these
lars in

He

the

ascribes

first

them

book of

pil-

his Antiquities.

to the children of Seth,

which is by no means a contradiction of
the Masonic tradition, since Enoch was one
of these children. " That their inventions,"
says the historian, "might not be lost before
they were sufficiently known, upon Adam's
prediction that the world was to be destroyed at one time by the force of fire and
at another time by the violence and quantity of water, they made two pillars
the
one of brick, the other of stone they inscribed their discoveries on them both, that

—

;

in case the pillar of brick should be destroyed by the flood, the pillar of stone
might remain and exhibit those discoveries
to mankind, and also inform them that

there was another pillar of brick erected by
Now this remains in the land of
Siriad to this day."
Enoch, having completed these labors,
called his descendants around him on

them.

Mount Moriah, and having warned them
in the most solemn manner of the consequences of their wickedness, exhorted them
to forsake their idolatries and return once
more to the worship of the true God. Masonic tradition informs us that he then delivered up the government of the Craft to
his

grandson, Lamech, and disappeared

from earth.

Enoch, Brother. {Fr&re Enoch.)
Evidently the nom de plume of a French
writer and the inventor of a Masonic rite.
He published at Liege, in 1773, two works
1. Le Vrai Franc- Magon, in 276 pages; 2.
Leltres Magonniques pour servir de Supplement au Vrai Franc-Magon. The design of
the former of these works was to give an
account of the origin and object of Freemasonry, a description of all the degrees,
and an answer to the objections urged
against the Institution.
The historical
theories of Frfere Enoch were exceedingly
fanciful and wholly untenable.
Thus, he
asserts that in the year 814, Louis the Fair
of France, being flattered by the fidelity
and devotion of the Operative Masons, organized them into a society of four degrees,
granting the Masters the privilege of wearing swords in the Lodge,
a custom still
continued in French Lodges,
and, having
been received into the Order himself, accepted the Grand Mastership on the festival
of St. John the Evangelist in the year 814.
Other equally extravagant opinions make
his book rather a source of amusement
than of instruction.
His definition of
Freemasonry is, however, good. He sayg
"
that it is a holy and religious society of
men who are friends, jvhich has for its
.

—
—

foundation, discretion
for its object, the
service of God, fidelity to the sovereign,
and love of our neighbor and for its doctrine, the erection of an allegorical building dedicated to the virtues, which it teaches
with certain signs of recognition."
;

;

£noch, Liegend

of.

This legend

is

detailed in a preceding article. It never
formed any part of the old system of Masonry, and was first introduced from Talmudic and Rabbinical sources into the high
degrees, where, however, it is really to be
viewed rather as symbolical than as historical.
Enoch himself is but the symbol
of initiation, and his legend is intended
symbolically to express the doctrine that
the true Word or divine truth was preserved
in the ancient initiations.

of. A Bite attempted
be established at Liege, in France, about

Enoch, Rite
to

EN SOPH
the year 1773.

It

EPHRAIMITES

consisted of four de-

Entrance, Sbock

of.
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Manouvre, or Apprentice,
whose object was friendship and benevolence.
2. Ouvrier, or Fellow Craft, whose
object was fidelity to the Sovereign.
3.
Maitre, or Master, whose object was sub-

of Entrance.

mission to the Supreme Being. 4. Architecte, whose object was the perfection of all
the virtues. The Rite never made much

the prosperity of a brother."
Eons. In the doctrine' of Gnosticism,
divine spirits occupying the intermediate

progress.

state

grees, viz.,

En

1.

Soph.

SID

JK

In the Kabbalistic doctrines, the Divine Word, or Supreme
Creator, is called the En Soph, or rather the
Or En Soph, the Infinite Intellectual Light.
The theory is, that all things emanated
from this Primeval Light. See Kabbala.

Entered. When

a candidate receives
degree of Masonry he is said to be
entered. It is used in the sense of admitted,
or introduced ; a common as well as a Masonic employment of the word, as when we
say, " the youth entered college " or, " the
soldier entered the service."
Entered Apprentice. See Apprenthe

first

;

tice.

Entick, Jobn. An

English clergy-

Envy. This meanest of vices has always been discouraged in Masonry. The
fifth of the
Old Charges, approved in
1722, says " None shall discover envy at
:

which was supposed

;

Entombment. An impressi-ve ceremony in the degree of Perfect Master of
the Scottish Kite.
Entrance, Points of. See Points
of Entrance.

2H

17

between

;

man, born in 1713, who took much interest high degrees.
in Freemasonry about the middle of the
Eons, Rite
eighteenth century. He revised the third
and fourth editions of Anderson's Constitutions, by order of the Grand Lodge. They
were published in 1756 and 1767. Both of
these editions were printed in quarto form,
and have the name of Entick on the titlepage. In 1769 another edition was published in octavo, being an exact copy of
the 1767 edition, except a slight alteration
of the title-page, from which Entick's name
is omitted, and a brief appendix, which
carries the transactions of the Grand Lodge
up to 1769. On a careful collation, I can
Kloss does not
find no other differences.
appear to have seen this edition, for he
only refers to it briefly in his Bibliographic,
as No. 147, without full title, on the authority of Krause. Entick was also the
author of many Masonic sermons, a few
of which were published. Oliver speaks
of him as a man of grave and sober habits,
a good Master of his Lodge, a fair disciplinBut
arian, and popular with the Craft.
Entick did not confine his literary labors
to Masonry.
He w'as the author of a History of the War which ended in 1763, in 5
vols., 8vo
and a History of London, in 4
vols., 8vo. As an orthoepist he had considerable reputation, and published a Latin
and English Dictionary, and an English
He died in 1773.
Spelling Dictionary.

to exist

the Supreme Being and the Jehovah of the
Jewish theology, whom the Gnostics called
only a secondary deity. These spiritual
beings were indeed no more than abstractions, such as Wisdom, Faith, Prudence, etc.
They derived their name from the Greek
aiuv, an age, in reference to the long duration of their existence. Valentinius said
there were but thirty of them but Basilides
reckons them as three hundred and sixtyfive, which certainly has an allusion to the
days of the solar year. In some of the
philosophical degrees, references are made
to the Eons, whose introduction into them
is doubtless to be attributed to the connection of Gnosticism with certain of the

of

tbe. Bagon ( Tuilleur Gen., 186,) describes this Eite as one
full of beautiful and learned instruction,

but scarcely known, and practised only in
Asia, being founded on the religious dogmas of Zoroaster. I doubt the existence
of it as a genuine Eite. Eagon's information is very meagre.
Epbod. The sacred vestment worn by
the high priest of the Jews over the tunic
and outer garment. It was without sleeves,
and divided below the arm- pits into two
parts or halves, one falling before and the
other behind, and both reaching to the
middle of the thighs. They were joined
above on the shoulders by buckles and two
large precious stones, on which were inscribed the names of the twelve tribes, six
on each. The ephod was a distinctive
mark of the priesthood. It was of two
kinds, one of plain linen for the priests, and
another, richer and embroidered, for the
high priest, which was composed of blue,
purple, crimson, and fine linen. The robe
worn by the High Priest in a Eoyal Arch
Chapter is intended to be a representation,
but hardly can be called an imitation, of the

ephod.

Epbralinites.

The descendants

of

Ephraim. They inhabited the centre of
Judea between the Mediterranean and the
river Jordan. The character given to them
in the ritual of the Fellow Craft's degree,
of being "a stiffnecked and rebellious
people," coincides with history, which describes them as haughty, tenacious to a
fault of their rights, and, ever ready to re-

EQUES

EPOCH
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who had

sist

the pretensions of the other tribes, and
especially that of Judah, of which
they were peculiarly jealous. The circumstance in their history which has been appropriated for a symbolic purpose in the
ceremonies of the second degree of Ma-

one

more

Mysteries,

may be briefly related thus. The
Ammonites, who were the descendants of

hold.

sonry,

the younger son of Lot, and inhabited a
tract of country east of the river Jordan,

had been always engaged

in hostility
against the Israelites. On the occasion referred to, they had commenced a war upon
the pretext that the Israelites had deprived
them of a portion of their territory. Jephtha, having been called by the Israelites to
the head of their army, defeated the Ammonites, but had not called upon the
Ephraimites to assist in the victory. Hence,
that high-spirited people were incensed, and
more especially as they had had no share
in the rich spoils obtained by Jephtha from
the Ammonites. They accordingly gave
him battle, but were defeated with great
slaughter by the Gileadites, or countrymen
of Jephtha, with whom alone he resisted
their attack. As the land of Gilead, the
residence of Jephtha, was on the west side
of the Jordan, and as the Ephraimites
lived on the east side, in making their invasion it was necessary that they should
cross the river, and after their defeat, in attempting to effect a retreat to their own
country, they were compelled to reoross the
river.
But Jephtha, aware of this, had
placed forces at the different fords of the
river, who intercepted the Ephraimites, and
detected their nationality by a peculiar defect in their pronunciation.
For although
the Ephraimites did not speak a dialect
difierent from that of the other tribes, they
had a different pronunciation of some
words, and an inability to pronounce the
letter JJ* or SH, which they pronounced as
if it were D or S. Thus, when called upon
to say SHIBBOLETH, they pronounced
it

SIBBOLETH,

" which

trifling defect,"

says theritual," proved them tobeenemies."
The test to a Hebrew was a palpable one,
for the two words have an entirely different
signification shibboleth meaning an ear of
com, and sibboleth, a burden. The biblical
relation will be found in the twelfth chapter
of the Book of Judges.
Epocb. In chronology, a certain point
of time marked by some memorable event
at which the calculation of years begins.
Different peoples have different epochs or
epocha.
Thus, the epoch of Christians
is the birth of Christ
that of Jews, the
creation of the world and that of Mohammedans, the flight of their prophet from
Mecca. See Calendar.
Epopt. This was the name given to
;

;

;

passed through the Great

and oeen permitted to behold
what was concealed from the mysiw, who
had only been initiated into the Lesser. It
signifies an eye-witness, and is derived
from the Greek,

ettotttctu, to

look info, to be-

The

epopts repeated the oath of
secrecy whicn nad been administered to
them on their initiation into the Lesser
Mysteries, and were then conducted into
the lighted interior of the sanctuary and
permitted to behold what the Greeks emphatically

termed

"the sight,"

avrtnlila.

The epopts alone were admitted

to the
sanctuary, for the mystse were confined to
the vestibule of the temple. The epopts
were, in fact, the Master Masons of the,
Mysteries, while the mystse were the Ap-'
prentices and Fellow Crafts ; these words
being used, of course, only in a comparative
sense.

Among

Equality.

the ancient icon-

was symbolized by a female figure holding in one hand a pair of
scales equipoised and in the other a nest
of swallows. The moderns have substiologists, equality

And this is
tuted a level for the scales.
the Masonic idea. In Masonry, the level
is the symbol of that equality which, as
Higgins (Anac., i. 790,) says, is the very
" All, let their
essence of Freemasonry.
rank in life be what it may, when in the
brethren with the
Lodge are brothers
I'ather at their head. No person can read
the Evangelists and not see that this is

—

correctly Gospel Christianity."
oflScer in some courts
Equerry.
who has the charge of horses. I do not

An

know why
into

the

title

some of the high

has been introduced
degrees.

Eqnes. A

Latin word signifying
knight.
Every member of the Eite of
Strict Observance, on attaining to the seventh or highest degree, received a "characteristic name," which was formed in Latin
by the addition of a noun in the ablative
case, governed by the preposition a or ab,
to the word Eques, as " Eques k Serpente,"
or Knight of the Serpent, " Eques ab Aquila,"
or Knight of the Eagle, etc., and by this
name he was ever afterwards known in the

Order. Thus Bode, one of the founders of
the Eite, was recognized as " Eques k Lilio
Convallium," or Knight of the Lily of the
Valleys, and the Baron Hund, another
founder, as "Eques ab Euse," or Knight of
the Sword.
similar custom prevailed
among the lUuminati and in the Eoyal
Order of Scotland. Eques signified among
the Eomans a knight, but in the Middle
Ages the knight was called miles; although
the Latin word miles denoted only a soldier,
yet, by the usage of chivalry, it received
the nobler signification. Indeed, Muratori

A

EQUES

ERICA

on the authority of an old inscription,
that Eques was inferior in dignity to Miles.

Eranoi. Among the ancient Greeks
there were friendly societies, whose object
was, like the modern Masonic Lodges, to relieve the distresses of their necessitous memThey were permanently organized,
bers.
and had a common fund by the voluntary
contributions of the members. If a member was reduced to poverty, or was in temporary distress for money, he applied to the
eranos, and, if worthy, received the necessary assistance, which was, however, advanced rather as a loan than a gift, and the
amount was to be returned when the recipient was in better circumstances.
In the
days of the Roman empire these friendly
societies were frequent among the Greek
cities, and were looked on with suspicion
by the emperors, as tending to political
combinations. Smith says {Diet. Or. and
Rom. Ant.) that the Anglo-Saxon gilds, or
fraternities for mutual aid, resembled the
eranoi of the Greeks. In their spirit, these
Grecian confraternities partook more of the
Masonic character, as charitable associations, than of the modern friendly societies,
where relief is based on a system of mutual insurance for the assistance was given
only to cases of actual need, and did not
depend on any calculation of natural con-

says,

See Miles.

£qnes Professus. Professed Knight.
The seventh and last degree of the Rite
of Strict Observance.
the original series by

Added,

it is said,

Von Hund.
Equilateral Triangle.

angle.

See

to

Tri-
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Equity. The equipoised balance is an
ancient symbol of equity. On the medals,
this virtue is represented by a female holding in the right hand a balance, and in the
left a measuring wand, to indicate that she
gives to each one his just measure. In the
Ancient and Accepted Rite, the thirty-first
degree, or Grand Inspector Inquisitor Commander, is illustrative of the virtue of
equity ; and hence the balance is a prominent symbol of that degree, as it is also of
the sixteenth degree, or Princes of Jerusalem, because, according to the old rituals,
they were chiefs in Masonry, and administered justice to the inferior degrees.
EquiTOcation. The words of the
covenant of Masonry require that it should
be made without evasion, equivocation, or
mental reservation. This is exactly in accordance with the law of ethics in relation
to promises made. And it properly applies tingencies.
in this case, because the covenant, as it is
Erica. The Egyptians selected the
called, is simply a promise, or series of erica as a sacred plant. "The origin of the
promises, made by the candidate to the consecration of this plant will be peculiarly
Fraternity
There
to the brotherhood into whose interesting to the Masonic student.
association he is about to be admitted. In was a legend in the mysteries of Osiris,
making a promise, an evasion ia the eluding which related that Isis, when in search of
or avoiding the terms of the promise ; and the body of her murdered husband, disthis is done, or attempted to be done, by covered it interred at the brow of a hill near
equivocation, which is by giving to the which an erica grew
and hence, after the
words used a secret signification, different recovery of the body and the resurrection
from that which they were intended to con- of the god, when she established the mysvey by him who imposed the promise, so teries to commemorate her loss and her reas to mislead, or by a mental reservation, covery, she adopted the erica as a sacred
which is a concealment or withholding in plant, in memory of its having pointed out
the mind of the promiser of certain condi- the spot where the mangled remains of
tions under which he makes it, which con- Osiris were concealed.
ditions are not known to the one to whom
Ragon ( Cours des Initiations, p. 151,) thus
the promise is made. All of this is in alludes to this mystical event " Isis found
direct violation of the law of veracity. The the body of Osiris in the neighborhood of
doctrine of the Jesuits is very different. Biblos, and near a tall plant called the erica..
Suarez, one of their most distinguished Oppressed with grief, she seated herself on^
casuists, lays it down as good law, that if the margin of a fountain, whose waters isany one makes a promise or contract, he sued from a rock. This rock is the small
may secretly understand that he does not hill mentioned in the ritual; the erica has
sincerely promise, or that he promises with- been replaced by the acacia, and the grief
out any intention of fulfilling the promise. of Isis has been changed for that of the
This is not the rule of Masonry, which re- Fellow Crafts."
The lexicographers define epeUri as " the
quires that the words of the covenant be
taken in the patent sense which they were health plant " but it is really, as Plutarch
intended by the ordinary use of language asserts, the tamarisk tree; and Schwenk
(Die Mythohgie der Semiten, p. 248,) says
to convey.
It adheres to the true rule of
ethics, which is, as Paley says, that a prom- that Phyloe, so renowned among the ancients as one of the burial-places of Osiris,
ise is binding in the sense in which the promand among the moderns for its wealth of
iser supposed the promisee to receive it.
;

—

;

:

;

—
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architectural remains, contains monuments
in which the grave of Osiris is overshad-

at the entrance of their temples. Two centuries later, Aristotle adopted the system
of Pythagoras, and, in the Lyceum at
Athens, delivered in the morning to his
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owed by the tamarisk

Ernest and Falk. Ernst und Falk.
Omtrache fur Preimaurerei, i. e., " Ernest select disciples his subtle and concealed
ana Falk. Conversations on Freemasonry," doctrines concerning God, Nature, and
Life, and in the evening lectured on more
is the title of a German work written by
Gottfried Ephraim Lessing, and first pub- elementary subjects to a promiscuous audilished in 1778. Ernest is an inquirer, and ence. These different lectures he called
Falk a Freemason, who gives to his inter- his Morning and his Evening Walk.
locutor a very philosophical idea of the
character, aims, and objects of the Institu-

The work has been faithfully transby Bro. Kenneth R. H. Mackenzie,

tion.

lated

F. S. A., in the London Freemason's Quarterly Magazine, in 1854, and continued and
finished, so far as the author had completed
it, in the London Freemason in 1872.
Findel says of this work, that it is one of the
best things that has ever been written upon

Freemasonry.

Erwin TOn Steinbach. A
guished German,

distinas his name
Blihl, about

who was born,

imports, at Steinbach, near
the middle of the 13th century. He was
the master of the works at the Cathedral
of Strasburg, the tower of which he commenced in 1275. He finished the tower and
doorway before his death, which was in
1318.
He was at the head of the German
Fraternity of Stonemasons, who were the
precursors of the modern Freemasons.
Bee Strasburg.

Esoteric

Masonry.

That

secret

portion of Masonry which is known only
to the initiates as distinguished from exoteric Masonry, or monitorial, which is accessible to all who choose to read the manuals
and published works of the Order. The
words are from the Greek, 'EauTepMoq, in-

and 'e^orepiKd^, external, and were
used by Pythagoras, whose philosophy

ternal,
first

was

divided

the exoteric, or that
and the esoteric, or that

into

taught to all,
taught to a select few and thus his disciples were divided into two classes, according to the degree of initiation to which they
had attained, as being either fully admitted
into the society, and invested with all the
knowledge that the Master could communicate, or as merely postulants, enjoying
only the public instructions of the school,
and awaiting the gradual reception of further knowledge. This double mode of instruction was borrowed by Pythagoras
from the Egyptian priests, whose theology
the one exoteric, and
was of two kinds
addressed to the people in general; the
;

—

other esoteric, and coniined to a select number of the priests and to those who possessed, or were to possess, the regal power.
And the mystical nature of this concealed
doctrine was e:?pressed in their symbolic
language by the images of sphinxes placed

Essenes. Lawrie, in his History of
Freemasonry, in replying to the objection,
that if the Fraternity of Freemasons had
flourished during the reign of Solomon, it
would have existed in Judea in after ages,
attempts to meet the argument by showing
that there did exist, after the building of
the Temple, an association of men resembling Freemasons in the nature, ceremoThe
nies, and object of their institution.
association to which he here alludes is that
of the Essenes, whom he subsequently describes as an ancient Fraternity originating from an association of architects who
were connected with the building of Solo-

mon's Temple.
Lawrie evidently seeks to connect historically the Essenes with the Freemasons,
and to impress his readers with the identity
of the two Institutions. I am not prepared to go so far; but there is such a similarity between the two, and such remarka-

many of their usages, as
render this Jewish sect an interesting
study to every Freemason, to whom therefore some account of the usages and doctrines of this holy brotherhood will not,
perhaps, be unacceptable.
At the time of the advent of Jesus Christ,

ble coincidences in
to

there were three religious sects in Judea
the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Essenes and to one of these sects every Jew
was compelled to unite himself. The Saviour has been supposed by many writers
to have been an Essene, because, while repeatedly denouncing the errors of the two
other sects, he has nowhere uttered a word
of censure against the Essenes; and because, also, many of the precepts of the
New Testament are to be found among the
laws of this sect.
In ancient authors, such as Josephus,
Philo, Porphyry, Eusebius, and Pliny, who
have had occasion to refer to the subject,
the notices of this singular sect have been
so brief and unsatisfactory, that modern
writers have found great difficulty in properly understanding the true character of
Esseuism. And yet our antiquaries, never
weary of the task of investigation, have at
length, within a recent penod, succeeded
in eliciting, from the collation of all that
has been previously written on the subject,
very correct details of the doctrines and
;
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practices of the Essenea.
Of these writers,
none, I think, have been more successful
than the laborious German critics Frankel
and Rappaport. Their investigations have

the Maccabsean, one hundred and sixty -six
years before Christ. The Jewish historian
repeatedly speaks of them at subsequent
periods; and there is no doubt that they
been ably and thoroughly condensed by constituted one of the three sects which diDr. Christian D. Ginsburg, whose essay on vided the Jewish religious world at the adThe JEssenes, their History and Doctrines, vent of our Saviour, and of this sect he is
(Lond., 1864,) has supplied the most ma- supposed, as has been already said, to have
terial facts contained in the present article.
been a member.
It is impossible to ascertain the precise
On this subject, Ginsburg says " Jesus,
date of the development of Essenism as a who in all things conformed to the Jewish
distinct organization.
The old writers are law, and who was holy, harmless, undefiled,
so exaggerated in their statements, that and separate from sinners, would, therethey are worth nothing as historical au- fore, naturally associate himself with that
thorities.
Philo says, for instance, that order of Judaism which was most congenial
Moses himself instituted the order, and to his holy nature. Moreover, the fact that
Josephus that it existed ever since the an- Christ, with the exception of once, was not
cient time of the Fathers; while Pliny as- heard of in public till his thirtieth year,
serts, with mythical liberality, that it has
implying that he lived in seclusion with
continued for thousands of ages.
Dr. this Fraternity, and that, though he freGinsburg thinks that Essenism was a grad- quently rebuked the Scribes, Pharisees, and
ual development of the prevalent religious Sadducees, he never denounced the Esnotions out of Judaism, a theory which senes, strongly confirms this decision."
Dr. Dbllinger repudiates. But Rappaport, But he admits that Christ neither adopted
who was a learned Jew, thoroughly con- nor preached their extreme doctrines of asversant with the Talmud and other He- ceticism.
After the establishment of Christianity,
brew writings, and who is hence called by
Ginsburg "the corypheus of Jewish critics," the Essenes fade out of notice, and it has
asserts that the Essenes were not a distinct
been supposed that they were among the
earliest converts to the new faith.
sect, in the strict sense of the word, but
Indeed,
simply an order of Judaism, and that there De Quincey rather paradoxically asserts
never was a rupture between them and the that they were a disguised portion of the
This theory early Christians.
rest of the Jewish community.
The etymology of the word has not been
is sustained by Frankel, a learned German,
who maintains that the Essenes were sim- settled. Yet, among the contending opinply an intensification of the Pharisaic sect, ions, the preferable one seems to be that it
and that they were the same as the Chasi- is derived from the Hebrew CHASID,
holy, pioiis,
dim, whom Lawrie calls the Kassideans,
which connects the Esand of whom he speaks as the guardians senes with the Chasidim, a sect which preof King Solomon's Temple. If this view ceded them, and of whom Lawrie says,
be the correct one, and there is no good (quoting from Scaliger,) that they were "an
reason to doubt it, then there will be an- order of the Knights of the Temple of
other feature of resemblance and coinci- Jerusalem, who bound themselves to
dence between the Freemasons and the Es- adorn the porches of that magnificent strucsenes for, as the latter was not a religious ture, and to preserve it from injury and
decay."
sect, but merely a development of Judaism,
The Essenes were so strict in the oban order of Jews entertaining no heterodox
opinions, but simply carrying out the reli- servance of the Mosaic laws of purity, that
gious dogmas of their faith with an un- they were compelled, for the purpose of
usual strictness of observance, so are the avoiding contamination, to withdraw alFreemasons not a religious sect, but simply together from the rest of the Jewish nation
a development of the religious idea of the and to form a separate community, which
age.
The difference, however, between thus became a brotherhood. The same
Freemasonry and Essenism lies in the scruples which led them to withdraw from
spirit of universal tolerance prominent in their less strict Jewish brethren induced
the one and absent in the other. Free- most of them to abstain from marriage,
masonry is Christian as to its membership and hence the unavoidable depletion of
in general, but recognizing and tolerating their membership by death could only be
Essenism, repaired by the initiation of converts. They
in its bosom all other religions
on the contrary, was exclusively and in- had a common treasury, in which was detensely Jewish in its membership, its usages, posited whatever any one of them possessed,
and from this the wants of the whole comand its doctrines.
The Essenes are first mentioned by Jose- munity were supplied by stewards appointphus as existing in the days of Jonathan ed by the brotherhood, so that they had
:

—

;

:

—
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Hence there was
no distinction among them of rich and
poor, or masters and servants but the only
gradation of rank which they recognized
was derived from the degrees or orders into
which the members were divided, and
which depended on holiness alone. They
lived peaceably with all men, reprobated
slavery and war, and would not even manuThey
facture any warlike instruments.
were governed by a president, who was
elected by the whole community; and
everything in common.

;

members who had violated their
after due trial,
pelled.

rules were,

excommunicated or ex-

for their brotherly love, and for
their charity in helping the needy, and

guished

He says that they are
just dispensers of their anger, curbers of
their passions, representatives of fidelity,
ministers of peace, and every word with
them is of more force than an oath. They
avoid taking an oath, and regard it as
worse than perjury for they say that he
who is not believed without calling on God
to witness, is already condemned of perjury.
He also states that they studied
with great assiduity the writings of the
ancients on distempers and their remedies,
alluding, as it is supposed, to the magical
works imputed by the Talmudists to Soloshowing mercy.

;

As they held no communication outside
of their own fraternity, they had to raise mon.

own supplies, and some were engaged
in tilling, some in tending flocks, others in
making clothing, and others in jjreparing
They got up before sunrise, and,
food.
after singing a hymn of praise for the return of light, which they did with their
faces turned to the east, each one repaired
to his appropriate task. At the fifth hour,
or eleven in the forenoon, the morning
labor terminated. The brethren then again
assembled, and after a lustration in cold
water, they put on white garments and
proceeded to the refectory, where they partook of the common meal, which was always
mysterious
of the most frugal character.
silence was observed during this meal,
which, to some extent, had the character
of a sacrament. The feast being ended,
and the priest having returned thanks, the
brethren withdrew and put ofi" their white
garments, resumed their working - clothes
and their several employments until evening, when they again assembled as before,
to partake of a common meal.
their

A

They observed the Sabbath with more
than Judaic strictness, regarding even the
removal of a vessel as a desecration of the
holy day. On that day, each took his seat
in the synagogue in becoming attire and,
as they had no ordained ministers, any one
;

that liked read out of the Scriptures, and
another, experienced in spiritual matters,
expounded the passages that had been read.
The distinctive ordinances of the brotherhood and the mysteries connected with the
Tetragrammaton and the angelic worlds
were the prominent topics of Sabbatical
instruction.
In particular, did they pay
attention to the mysteries connected with
the Tetragrammaton, or the Shem hamphorash, the expository name^ and the other
names of God which play so important a
part in the mystical theosophy of the Jewish Kabbalists, a great deal of which has
descended to the Freemasonry of our own
days.

Josephus describes them as being distin-

It has already been observed that, in
consequence of the celibacy of the Essenes,
it was found necessary to recruit their ranks
by the introduction of converts, who were
admitted by a solemn form of initiation.

The

candidate, or aspirant, was required to
pass through a novitiate of two stages,
which extended over three years, before he
was admitted to a full participation in the
privileges of the Order.
Upon entering
the first stage, which lasted for twelve
months, the novice cast all his possessions
into the common treasury.
He then received a copy of the regulations of the
brotherhood, and was presented with a
spade, an apron, and a white robe.
The
spade was employed to bury excrement, the
apron was used at the daily lustrations, and
the white robe was worn as a symbol of
purity.
During all this period the aspirant was considered as being outside the
order, and, although required to observe
some of the ascetic rules of the society, he
was not admitted to the common meal. At
the end of the probationary year, the aspirant, if approved, was advanced to tne
second stage, which lasted two years, and
was then called an approacher. During
this period he was permitted to unite with
the brethren in their lustrations, but was
not admitted to the common meal, nor to
hold any office. Should this second stage
of probation be passed with approval, the
approaclier became an associate, and was
admitted into full membership, and at
length allowed to partake of the common
meal.
There was a third rank or degree, called
the disciple or companion, in which there
was a still closer union. Upon admission
to this highest grade, the candidate was
bound by a solemn oath to love God, to be
just to all men, to practise charity, maintain truth, and to conceal the secrets of the
society and the mysteries connected with
the Tetragamraaton and the other names
of God.

;

:
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These three sections or degrees, of aspirant, associate, and companion, were subdivided into four orders or ranks, distinguished from each other by different degrees of holiness ; and so marked were
these distinctions, that if one belonging to

in that honorable course of piety and virtue
which he had begun to pursue. Like Freemasons, they instructed the young member

a higher degree of purity touched one of
a lower order, he immediately became impure, and could only regain his purity by a
series of lustrations.
The earnestness and determination of
these Essenes, says Ginsburg, to advance to
the highest state of holiness, were seen in
their self-denying and godly life, and it
may fairly be questioned whether any religious system has ever produced such a community of saints.
Their absolute confidence in God and resignation to the dealings of Providence; their uniformly holy
and unselfish life their unbounded love of
virtue and utter contempt for worldly fame,
riches, and pleasures ; tneir industry, temperance, modesty, and simplicity of life;
their contentment of mind and cheerfulness of temper ; their love of order, and
abhorrence of even the semblance of falsehood ; their benevolence and philanthropy
their love for the brethren, and their following peace with all men; their hatred
of slavery and war their tender regard for
children, and reverence and anxious care
for the aged ; their attendance on the sick,
and readiness to relieve the distressed;
their humility and magnanimity; their
firmness of character and power to subdue
their passions; their heroic endurance
under the most agonizing sufferings for
righteousness' sake; and their cheerfully
looking forward to death, as releasing their
immortal souls from the bonds of the body,
to be forever in a state of bliss with their
Creator,
have hardly found a parallel in
the history of mankind.
Lawrie, in his History of Freemasonry,
gives, on the authority of Pictet, of Basnage, and of Philo, the following condensed recapitulation of what has been
said in the preceding pages of the usages
of the Essenes
" When a candidate was proposed for
admission, the strictest scrutiny was made
;
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in the knowledge which they derived from
their ancestors. They admitted no women
into their order.
They had particular
signs for recognizing each other, which
have a strong resemblance to those of Freemasons. They had colleges or places of
retirement, where they resorted to practise
their rites and settle the affairs of the society ; and, after the performance of these
duties, they assembled in a large hall,
where an entertainment was provided for

them by the president or master of the

who allotted a certain quantity of
provisions t6 every individual. They abolished all distinctions of rank and if preference was ever given, it was given to
piety, liberality, and virtue. Treasurers
were appointed in every town, to supply
the wants of indigent strangers."
Lawrie thinks that this remarkable coincidence between the chief features of the
college,

;

Masonic and Essenian fraternities can be
accounted for only by referring them to the
same origin ; and, to sustain this view, he

attempts to trace them to the Kassideans,
or Assideans, more properly the Chasidim,
" an association of architects who were
connected with the building of Solomon's
Temple." But, aside from the consideration that there is no evidence that the
for
Chasidim were a body of architects,
they were really a sect of Jewish puritans,
who held the Temple in especial honor, we
cannot conclude, from a mere coincidence
of doctrines and usages, that the origin of
the Essenes and the Freemasons is identiSuch a course of reasoning would
cal.
place the Pythagoreans in the same category a theory that has been rejected by
the best modern critics.
The truth appears to be that the Essenes,
the School of Pythagoras, and the Freemasons, derive their similarity from that
spirit of brotherhood which has prevailed
in all ages of the civilized world, the inherent principles of which, as the results of
any fraternity, all the members of which
are engaged in the same pursuit and asare
into his character.
If his life had hitherto senting to the same religious creed,
been exemplary^ and if he appeared capable brotherly love, charity, and that secrecy
of curbing his passions, and regulating his which gives them their exclusiveness. And
conduct according to the virtuous, though hence, between all fraternities, ancient and
austere, maxims of their order, he was premodern, these " remarkable coincidences"
sented, at the expiration of his novitiate, will be found.
with a white garment, as an emblem of the
Estker. The second degree of the
regularity of his conduct and the purity of American Adoptive Kite of the Eastern
his heart.
A solemn oath was then ad- Star. It is also called " the wife's degree,"
ministered to him, that he would never di- and in its ceremonies comprises the history
vulge the mysteries of the Order ; that he of Esther the wife and queen of Ahasuerus,
would make no innovations on the doctrines king of Persia, as related in the Book of
;

—

of the society

;

—
—

:

and that he would continue Esther.

—

—

;

ETHICS
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And, lastly, we have the Ethics of Freemasonry, whose character combines those
of the three others. The first and second
systems in the series above enumerated are
founded on religious dogmas; the third on
philosophical speculations. Now, as Freemasonry claims to be a religion, in so far
as it is founded on a recognition of the relations of man and God, and a philosophy
continually into itself, was also a symbol in so far as it is engaged in speculations
on the nature of man, as an immortal, soof eternity.
Ethics of Freemasonry. There cial, and responsible being, the ethics of
Freemasonry will be both religious and
is a Greek word, eBof: {ethos), which signifies
cus/oJHjfrom which Aristotle derives another philosophical.
The symbolism of Masonry, which is its
word ^dog, {ethos,) which means ethics; beall
cause, as he says, from the custom of doing peculiar mode of instruction, inculcates
good acts arises the habit of moral virtue. the duties which we owe to God as being
Ethics, then, is the science of morals teach- his children, and to men as being their
ing the theory and practice of all that is brethren. "There is," says Dr. Oliver,
" scarcely a point of duty or morality which
good in relation to God and to man, to the
man has been presumed to owe to God, his
state and the individual it is, in short, to
use the emphatic expression of a German neighbor, or himself, under the Patriarchal,
Ethics the Mosaic, or the Christian dispensation,
writer, " the science of the good"
which, in the construction of our symbolibeing thus engaged in the inculcation of
moral duties, there must be a standard of cal system, has been left untouched."
these duties, an authoritative ground-prin- Hence, he says, that these symbols all
" a code of moral and theociple on which they depend, a doctrine unite to form
" the term of which exthat requires their performance, making logical philosophy
certain acts just those that ought to be done, pression would have been better if he had
and which, therefore, are duties, and that called it a "a code of philosophical and
forbid the performance of others which are, theological ethics."
At a very early period of his initiation,
Ethics, then, as a scitherefore, offences.
ence, is divisible into several species, vary- the Mason is instructed that he owes a
to God, his neighbor, and
ing in name and character, according to the threefold duty,
himself,
and the inculcation of these dufoundation on which it is built.
Thus we have the Ethics of Theology, ties constitutes the ethics of Freemasonry.
Now, the Tetragrammaton, the letter G,
which is founded on that science which
and many other symbols of a like characteaches the nature and attributes of God
and, as this forms a part of all religious ter, impressively inculcate the lesson that
systems, every religion, whether it be there is a God in whom " we live, and
Christianity, or Judaism, Brahmanism, or move, and have our being," and of whom
Buddhism, or any other form of recognized the apostle, quoting from the Greek poet,
worship, has within its bosom a science of tells us that " we are his ofispring." To
him, then, as the Universal Father, does
theological ethics which teaches, according to the lights of that religion, the du- the ethics of Freemasonry teach us that
we owe the duty of loving and obedient
ties which are incumbent on man from his
relations to a Supreme Being.
And then children.
And, then, the vast extent of the Lodge,
we have the Ethics of Christianity, which,
being founded on the Scriptures, recog- making the whole world the common home
nized by Christians as the revealed will of of all Masons, and the temple, in which
God, is nothing other than theological we all labor for the building up of our
ethics applied to and limited by Chris- bodies as a spiritual house, are significant
tianity.
symbols, which teach us that we are not
Then, again, we have the Ethics of Phi- only the children of the Father, but fellosophy, which is altogether speculative, low-workers, laboring together in the same
and derived from and founded on man's task and owing a common servitude to God
the
speculations concerning God and himself. as theGrand Architect of the universe
There might be a sect of philosophers who Algabil or Master Builder of the world and
denied the existence of a Superintending all that is therein and thus these symbols
Providence but it would still have a sci- of a joint labor, for a joint purpose, tell us
ence of ethics referring to the relations of that there is a brotherhood of man to that
man to man, although that system would brotherhood does the ethics of Freemasonry
be without strength, because it would have teach us that we owe the duty of fraternal
kindness in all its manifold phases.
no Divine sanction for its enforcement.

liife. The doctrine of etertaught in the Master's degree, as
it was in the Ancient Mysteries of all naSee Immortality of the Soul.
tions.
Eternity. The ancient symbol of
eternity was a serpent in the form of a circle, the tail being placed in the mouth.
The simple circle, the figure which has
neither beginning nor end, but returns

Elternal

nal

life is

;

;

—

—

—

;

;

:

'

:

ETHIOPIA
And

so

masonry

EUCLID

we

is

find that the ethics of Freereally founded on the two great

ideas of the universal fatherhood of God
and the universal brotherhood of man.

A

tract of country to the
^Ethiopia.
south of Egypt, and watered by the upper
Kile.
The reference to Ethiopia, in the
Master's degree of the American Rite, as
a place of attempted escape for certain
criminals, is not to be found in the English

or French rituals, and I

am

inclined to

think that this addition to the Hiramic legend is an American interpolation. The
selection of Ethiopia, by the ritualist, as a
place of refuge, seems to be rather inappropriate

when we consider what must have

been the character of that country in the
age of Solomon.
Etymology. For the etymology of
the word Mason, see Mason, derivation of.
uclid. In the year of the world 3650,
which was 646 years after the building of
King Solomon's Temple, Euclid, the cele-

E

brated geometrician, was born. His name
has been always associated with the history
of Freemasonry, and in the reign of Ptolemy Soter, the Order is said to have greatly
flourished in Egypt, under his auspices.

The

well

known

—

"

:

forty-seventh

problem

of his first book, although not discovered
by him, but long before by Pythagoras, has
_been adopted as a symbol in the third degree.
Euclid, Xiegend of. All the old
manuscript Constitutions contain the well
known " legend of Euclid," whose name is
presented to us as the " Worthy Clerk Euclid " in every conceivable variety of corrupted form. I select, of these Old Records, the so-called Dowland Manuscript,
from which to give the form of this Euclid-

ian legend of the old Masons. The Dowland Manuscript, although apparently written in the seventeenth century, is believed,
on good authority, to be only a copy, in
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generacion. And they had not competent
livehode to find with their children wherefore they made much care.
And then the
King of the land made a great counsell
and a parliament, to witt, how they might
find their children honestly as gentlemen.
And they could find no manner of good
way. And then they did crye through all
the realme, if there were any man that
could enforme them, that he should come
to them, and he should be soe rewarded for
his travail, that he should hold him pleased.
"After that this cry was made, then
came this worthy clarke Ewclyde, and said
to the King and to all his great lords
If
yee will, take me your children to governe,
and to teach them one of the Seaven Sciences, wherewith they may live honestly as
gentlemen should, under a condition that
yee will grant me and them a commission
that I may have power to rule them after
the manner that the science ought to be
ruled.'
And that the King and all his
counsell granted to him anone, and sealed
;

'

:

their commission.
And then this worthy
tooke to him these lords' sonns, and taught
them the science of Geometric in practice,
for to work in stones all manner of worthy
worke that belongeth to buildinge churches,
temples, castells, towres, and mannors, and
all other manner of buildings ; and he gave
them a charge on this manner
Here follow the usual " charges " of a
Freemason as given in all the old Constitutions; and then the legend concludes
with these words
"And thus was the science grounded
:

there;

and that worthy Master Ewclyde

gave

the

it

name of Geometric.

And now

called through all this land Masonrye."
This legend, considered historically, is
certainly very absurd, and the anachronism
it is

which makes Euclid the contemporary of

Abraham

adds, if possible, to the absurdity.

But interpreted as

all Masonic legends
more modern and more intelligible lan- should be interpreted, as merely intended
guage, of an earlier manuscript of the year to convey a Masonic truth in symbolic lan1530.
And it is because of its easier in- guage, it loses its absurdity, and becomes
telligibility by modern readers that I have invested with an importance that we should
selected it, in preference to any of the older not otherwise attach to it.

records, although in each the legend is subThe legend is in the
stantially the same.

following words
" Moreover, when

;

Abraham and Sara

his

wife went into Egipt, there he taught the
Seaven Sciences to the Egiptians and he
had a worthy ScoUer that height Ewclyde,
and he learned right well, and was a master
;

of all the vij Sciences liberall. And in his
dayes it befell that the lord and the estates
of'the realme had soe many sonns that
they had gotten some by their wifes and
some by other ladyes of the realme for
that land is a hott land and a plentious of
;

21

Euclid is here very appropriately used as
a type of geometry, that science of which
he was so eminent a teacher and the myth
or legend then symbolizes the fact that
there was in Egypt a close connection between that science and the great moral and
religious system which was among the
Egyptians, as well as other ancient nations,
what Freemasonry is at the present day
a secret institution, established for the inculcation of the same principles, and inculcating them in the same symbolic manner.
So interpreted, this legend corresponds to all the developments of Egyptian

EULOGY

EXAMINATION

which teach us how close a connection existed in that country between
the religious and scientific systems. Thus
Kenrick {Anc. Eg., i. 383) tells us that
" when we read of foreigners [in Egypt]
being obliged to submit to painful and tedious ceremonies of initiation, it was not
that they might learn the secret meaning
of the rites of Osiris or Isis, but that they
might partake of the knowledge of astronomy, physic, geometry, and theology."
Tbie legend of Euclid belongs to that
class of narrations which, in another work,

Jerusalem and Babylon. In the ritual of
the higher degrees it is referred to as the
stream over which the Knights of the East
won a passage by their arms in returning
from Babylon to Jerusalem.
JBuresis. From the Greek, evpim^, a
discovery.
That part of the initiation in
the Ancient Mysteries which represented
the finding of the body of the god or hero
whose death and resurrection was the subject of the initiation. The euresis has been
adopted in Freemasonry, and forms an es-
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history,

sential portion of the ritual of the third

have ventured to call " The Mythical degree.
Symbols of Freemasonry."
Evangelist. See St. John the EvanEulogy. Masonry delights to do honor gelist.
to the memory of departed brethren by the
Evergreen. An evergreen plant is a
delivery of eulogies of their worth and symbol of the immortality of the soul. The
merit, which are either delivered' at the ancients, therefore, as well as the moderns,
time of their burial, or at some future pe- planted evergreens at the heads of graves.
riod. The eulogy forms the most important Freemasons wear evergreens at the funerals
part of the ceremonies of a Sorrow Lodge. of their brethren, and cast them into the
But the language of the eulogist should be grave. The acacia is the plant which
restrained within certain limits while the should be used on these occasions, but
veil of charity should be thrown over the where it cannot be obtained, some other
I

;

of the deceased, the praise of his
virtues should not be expressed with exaggerated adulation.
king of Eleusis, who
Euinolpus.
frailties

A

founded, about the year 1374 B. c, the Mysteries of Eleusis.
His descendants, the
Eumolpidsa, presided for twelve hundred
years over these Mysteries as Hierophants.
£nnucli. It is usual, in the most correct rituals of the third degree, especially
to name eunuchs as being incapable of initiation.
In none of the old Constitutions
and Charges is this class of persons alluded
to by name, although of course they are
comprehended in the general prohibition
against making persons who have any
blemish or maim. However, in the Charges
which were published by Dr. Anderson,
in his second edition, they are included in
the list of prohibited candidates. It is
probable from this that at that time it was
usual to name them in the point of OB.
referred to and this presumption derives
strength from the fact that Dermott, in
copying his Charges from those of Anderson's second edition, added a note complaining of the " moderns " for having dis;

regarded this ancient law, in at least one
instance. The question is, however, not
worth discussion, except as a matter of
ritual history, since the legal principle is
already determined that eunuchs cannot
be initiated because they are not perfect
men, " having no maim or defect in their
bodies."

Euphrates. One

of the largest and
most celebrated rivers of Asia. Rising in
the mountains of Armenia and flowing into
the Persian gulf, it necessarily lies between

evergreen plant, especially the cedar, is
used as a substitute. See Acacia.
Exalted. A candidate is said to be
exalted, when he receives the degree of
Holy Royal Arch, the seventh in American
Masonry. Exalted means elevated or lifted
up, and is applicable both to a peculiar cere-,
mony of the degree, and to the fact that
this degree, in the Rite in which it is practised, constitutes the summit of ancient

Masonry.

The rising of the sun of spring from his
wintry sleep into the glory of the vernal
equinox was called by the old sun-worshippers his " exaltation; " and the Fathers of
the Church afterwards applied the same
term to the resurrection of Christ. St.
Athanasius says that by the expression,
" God hath exalted him," St. Paul meant
the resurrection.
Exaltation, therefore,
technically means a rising from a lower to
a higher sphere, and in Royal Arch Masonry may be supposed to refer to the being
lifted up out of the first temple of this life
into the second temple of tne future life.
The candidate is raised in the Master's degree, he is exalted in the Royal Arch. In
both the symbolic idea is the same.

Examination of Candidates.
an almost universal rule of the modern
Constitutions of Masonry, that an examination upon the subjects which had been taught
in the preceding degree shall be required
of every brother who is desirous of receiving a higher degree and it is directed that
this examination shall take place in an
open Lodge of the degree upon which the
examination is made, that all the members
present may have an opportunity of judgIt is

;

EXAMINATION

EXCELLENT

ing from actual inspection of the proficiency
and fitness of the candidate for the advance-

the answers, nor in any manner aid the
memory or prompt the forgetfulness of the
party examined, by the slightest hints. If
he has it in him it will come out without
assistance, and if he has it not, he is clearly

ment

to

which he

aspires.

The

necessity

of an adequate comprehension of the mysteries of one degree, before any attempt is
made to acquire a higher one, seems to have
been duly appreciated from the earliest
times ; and hence the Old York Constitutions of 926, or the document usually regarded as such, prescribe, " that if the Master have an Apprentice, he shall thoroughly
teach him, so that he may perfectly understand his Craft." But there is no evidence
that the system of examining candidates as
to their proficiency, before their advancement, is other than a modern improvement,
and first adopted not very early in the present century.

Examination of the BallotBox.

This is always done during the bala candidate, by presenting the box
first to the Junior Warden, then to the
Senior, and lastly to the Master, each of
whom proclaims the result as " clear " or
" foul." This order is adopted so that the
declaration of the inferior officer, as to the
state of the ballots, may be confirmed and
lot for

substantiated by his superior.

Examination of

Visitors.
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entitled to no aid.
The Mason who is so
unmindful of his obligations as to have forgotten the instructions he has received,
must pay the penalty of his carelessness,
and be deprived of his contemplated visit
to that society whose secret modes of recognition he has so little valued as not to have
treasured them in his memory.
Lastly, never should an unjustifiable

weaken the rigor of these rules.
Remember, that for the wisest and most
delicacy

evident reasons, the merciful maxim of the
which says that it is better that ninetynine guilty men should escape than that
one innocent man should be punished, is
with us reversed, and that in Masonry it is
better that ninety and nine true men should
be turned away from the door of a Lodge than
that one cowan should be admitted.
law,

Excavations. Excavations beneath
Jerusalem have for some years past been in
progress, under the direction of the English society,

which controls the " Palestine

The Exploration Fund," and many important

due examination of strangers who claim the
right to visit, should be intrusted only to
the most skilful and prudent brethren of
the Lodge. And the examining committee
should never forget, that no man applying
for admission is to be considered as a Mason, however strong may be his recommendations, until by undeniable evidence he
has proved himself to be such.
All the necessary forms and antecedent
cautions should be observed.
Inquiries
should be made as to the time and place of
a preliminary step the Tiler's
OB, of course, never being omitted. Then
initiation, as

remember the good old rule of " commencing at the beginning." Let everything proceed in regular course, not varying in the
slightest degree from the order in which it
is to be supposed
that the information
sought was originally received. Whatever
be the suspicions of imposture, let no expression of those suspicions be made until
the final decree for rejection is uttered. And
let that decree be uttered in general terms,
such as, " I am not satisfied," or " I do not
recognize you," and not in more specific
language, such as, " You did not answer this
inquiry," or "You are ignorant on that
point." The candidate for examination is
only entitled to know that he has not complied generally with the requisitions of his
examiner. To descend to particulars is always improper and often dangerous. Above
all, never ask what the lawyers call " leading questions," which include in themselves

discoveries, especially interesting to Masons,
have been made. For the results, see Jerusalem.

A

Excellent.

title

conferred on the

Grand Captain of the Host, and Grand
Principal Sojourner of a Grand Chapter,
and on the King and Scribe of a subordinate Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in
America.

Excellent Masons.
[Hist.

Landm.,

i.

420,)

Dr. Oliver
gives a tradition

that at the building of Solomon's Temple
there were nine Lodges of Excellent Masons, having nine in each, which were distributed as follows: Six Lodges, or fiftyfour Excellent Masons in the quarries;
three Lodges, or twenty-seven Excellent
Masons in the forest of Lebanon eight
Lodges, or seventy-two Excellent Masons
engaged in preparing the materials; and
nine Lodges, or eighty-one Excellent Masons subsequently employed in building the
Temple. Of this tradition there is not the
slightest support in authentic history, and
it must have been invented altogether for
a symbolic purpose, in reference perhaps to
the mystical numbers which it details.
degree in
Excellent Master.
the Irish system which, with Super-Excellent Master, is given as preparatory to the
Royal Arch. It is given in a Lodge gov;

A

erned by a Master and two Wardens, and
refers to the legation of Moses.
Excellent, Most. See Most Excellent.
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EXCLUSIVENESS

EXCELLENT

Excellent, Right.

See Right Ex-

cellent.

Excellent, Super.

See Super-Ex-

cellent.

Excellent, Very.

See Very Excel-

lent.

Exclusion. In England the Grand
Lodge only expels from the rights and
privileges of Masonry.
But a subordinate
Lodge may exclude a member after giving
him due notice of the charge preferred
against him, and of the time appointed for
its consideration.
The name of any one
so excluded, and the cause of his exclusion
must be sent to the Grand Secretary. No
Mason excluded is eligible to any other
Lodge until the Lodge to which he applies
has been made acquainted with his exclusion, and the cause, so that the brethren
may exercise their discretion as to his admission. In America, the word used as

synonymous with

exclusion

is

striking

from

the roll, except that the latter punishment
is only inflicted for non-payment of Lodge

dues.

Exclusiveness of Masonry. The
exclusiveness of Masonic benevolence is a
charge that has frequently been made
against the Order and it is said that the
charity of which it boasts is always conferred on its own members in preference
It cannot be denied that
to strangers.
Masons, simply as Masons, have ever been
more constant and more profuse in their
charities to their own brethren than to the
rest of the world that in apportioning the
alms which God has given them to bestow,
they have first looked for the poor in their
own home before they sought those who
were abroad; and that their hearts have
felt more deeply for the destitution of a
brother than a stranger.
The principle that governs the institution
of Freemasonry, in the distribution of its
charities, and the exercise of all the friendly
affections, is that which was laid down by
St. Paul for the government of the infant
church at Galatia " As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household."
This sentiment of preference for one's
own household, thus sanctioned by apostolic authority, is the dictate of human nature, and the words of Scripture find their
echo in every heart. " Blood," says the
Spanish proverb, " is thicker than water,"
and the claims of kindred, of friends and
;

;

:

comrades to our affections, must not be
weighed in the same scale with those of
the stranger, who has no stronger tie to
bind him to our sympathies, than that of a
common origin from the founder of our
All associations of men act on this
race.

the
in
It is acknowledged
church, which follows with strict obedience
the injunction of the apostle; and in the
relief it affords to the distressed, in the
comforts and consolations which it imparts
to the afflicted, and in the rights and
privileges which it bestows upon its own
members, distinguishes between those who
have no community with it of religious
belief, and those who, by worshipping at
the same altar, have established the higher
claim of being of the household.
It is recognized by all other societies,
which, however they may, from time to
time, and under the pressure of peculiar
circumstances, extend temporary aid to
accidental cases of distress, carefully preserve their own peculiar funds for the relief of those who, by their election as members, by their subscription to a written constitution, and by the regular payment of
arrears, have assum ed the relationship which
St. Paul defines as being of the household.
It is recognized by governments, which,
however liberally they may frame their
laws, so that every burden may bear equally
on all, and each may enjoy the same civil
and religious rights, never fail, in the privileges which they bestow, to discriminate
between the alien and foreigner, whose visit
is but temporary or whose allegiance is
elsewhere, and their own citizens, the children of their household.
This principle of preference is universally
It is
diffused, and it is well that it is so.
well that those who are nearer should be
dearer and that a similitude of blood, an
indentity of interest, or a community of
purpose, should give additional strength to
the ordinary ties that bind man to man.
Man, in the weakness of his nature, requires this security. By his own unaided
efforts, he cannot accomplish the objects of
his life nor supply the necessary wants of
his existence.
In this state of utter helplessness, God has wisely and mercifully
provided a remedy by implanting in the
human breast a love of union and an
ardent desire for society. Guided by this
instinct of preservation, man eagerly seeks
the communion of man, and the weakness
of the individual is compensated by the
strength of association. It is to this consciousness of mutual dependence, that nations are indebted for their existence, and

principle.

;

And
governments for their durability.
under the impulse of the same instinct of
society, brotherhoods and associations are
formed, whose members, concentrating
their efforts for the attainment of one common object, bind themselves by voluntary
ties of love and friendship, more powerful
than those which arise from the ordinary
sentiments and feelings of human nature.

:

;

EXCUSE

EXPOSITIONS

Excuse. Many Lodges in the last
century and in the beginning of this inflicted pecuniary fines for non-attendance
at Lodge meetings, and of course excuses
were then required to avoid the penalty.
But this has now grown out of use. Masonry being considered a voluntary institution, fines for absence are not inflicted, and
excuses are therefore not now required.
The infliction of a fine would, it is supposed, detract from the solemnity of the
obligation which makes attendance a duty.
The old Constitutions, however, required
excuses for non-attendance, although no
penalty was prescribed for a violation of
the rule. Thus, in the Matthew Cooke
Manuscript (fifteenth century), it is said,
" that every master of this art should be
warned to come to his congregation that
they come duly, but if {unless) they may be
excused by some manner of cause." And
iu the Halliwell Manuscript, which purports to contain the York Constitutions of
926,

it is

written

2.

The
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Secret History of the Freemason-

London, 1725.

ry.

Masonry

by Samuel PrichThere were several
subsequent editions, and a French translation in 1737, and a German one in 1736
3.

4.

Dissected,

London, 1730.

ard.

The

Secrets of

men, by
London, 1737.
to all
5.

Masonry made known

S. P,

Masonry further

[Samuel Prichard.J
dissected.

London.

The Mystery of Masonry.

London,

1738.
6.

1737.
7. Le Secret des Franc-Masons, par M.
l'Abb6 Perau. Geneva, 1742.
8. Cat§chisme des
Franc-Magons, par
Leonard Gabanon (Louis Travenol). Paris,
He published several editions, vary1745.
ing the titles.
9. L'Ordre de Franc-MaQons trahi et le

des Mopses revile.

Secret
1745.

Many

German and a Dutch
10.

Amsterdam,

subsequent editions, and a

Solomon in

translation.

all his

Glory.

London,

1766.

"That every mayster, that is a Mason,
Must ben at the generale congregacyon,
So that he hyt resonebly y-colde
Where that the semble shall be holde
And to that semble he must nede gon,
But he have a resenabul skwsacyou."

11.
12.

Jachin and Boaz. London, 1750.
The Three Distinct Knocks. Lon-

don, 1767.

13. Hiram
or, The Grand Master Key.
London, 1764.
14. The Freemason Stripped Naked, by
ExecutlTC Powers of a Grand Charles Warren. London, 1769.
15. Shibboleth
or, Every Man a FreeLiOdge. See Grand Lodge.
Exempliflcation of tbe Work. mason. Dublin, 1775.
This term is of frequent use in American
16. Eeceuil precieux de la Maqonnerie
Masonry. When a lecturer or teacher per- Adonhiramite, par Louis Guillemin de St.
forms the ceremonies of a degree for in- Victor. Paris, 1781. This work was not
struction, using generally one of the Ma- written with an unfriendly purpose, and
sons present as a substitute for the candi- many editions of it were published.
17. The Master Key, by I. Browne. Londate, he is said " to exemplify the work."
don, 1794. Scarcely an exposition, since
It is done for instruction, or to enable the
members of the Grand or subordinate the cipher in which it is printed renders it
Lodge to determine on the character of a sealed book to all who do not possess the
the ritual that is taught by the exemplifier. key.
18. A Masonic Treatise, with an EluciExoteric. Public, not secret. See
Esoteric.
dation on the Eeligious and Moral Beauties
Expert. In Lodges of the French of Freemasonry, etc., by W. Finch. LouEite, there are two officers called First and don, 1801.
Second Experts, whose duty it is to assist
19. Manual of Freemasonry, in three
the Master of Ceremonies in the initiation parts, by the late Eichard Carlisle. Now
of a candidate. In Lodges of Perfection first collected in one volume.
London,
;

;

of the Scottish Eite, there are similar
officers who are known as the Senior and
Junior Expert.
Expositions. Very early after the
revival of Masonry, in the beginning of
the eighteenth century, pretended expositions of the ritual of Masonry began to be
published. The following catalogue comprises the most notorious of these pseudorevelations.
The leading titles only are
given.
1.

The Grand Mystery

Discovered.

London, 1724.

of Freemasons

1845.

Masonry, by William
is without date
was probably printed at

20. Illustrations of

Morgan.

The

first

or place, but it
Batavia, in 1828.
21.

edition

Light on Masonry, by David Bernard.

Utica, N. Y., 1829.

A Eitual

of Freemasonry, by Avery
York, 1852.
There have been several other American
expositions, but the compilers have only
been servile copyists of Morgan, Bernard, and Allyn. It has been, and con22.

AUyn.

New

EXPULSION

EXPULSION

tinues to be, simply the pouring out of one
vial into another.
The expositions which abound in the
French, German, and other continental
languages, are not attacks upon Freemasonry, but are written often under authority, for the use of the Fraternity.
The
usages of continental Masonry permit a
freedom of publication that would scarcely
be tolerated by the English or American
Fraternity.
^Expulsion. Expulsion is, of all Masonic penalties, the highest that can be inflicted on a member of the Order, and
hence it has been often called a Masonic
death. It deprives the expelled of all the
rights and privileges that he ever enjoyed,
not only as a member of the particular

All Masons, whether members of Lodges
or not, are subject to the infliction of this
punishment when found to merit it. Eesignation or withdrawal from the Order does
not cancel a Mason's obligations, nor exempt
him from that wholesome control which
the Order exercises over the moral conduct
of its members. The fact that a Mason,
not a member of any particular Lodge, but
who has been guilty of immoral or unmasonic conduct, can be tried and punished
by any Lodge within whose jurisdiction he
may be residing, is a point on which there
is no doubt.
Immoral conduct, such as would subject
a candidate for admission to rejection,
should be the only offence visited withJ
expulsion. As the punishment is general,
affecting the relation of the one expelled
with the whole Fraternity, it should not be
lightly imposed for the violation of any
Masonic act not general in its character.
The commission of a grossly immoral act
is a violation of the contract entered into
between each Mason and his Order. If
sanctioned by silence or impunity, it would
bring discredit on the Institution, and tend
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Lodge from which he has been ejected, but
also of those which were inherent in him

He

as a member of the Fraternity at large.
is at once as completely divested of his Masonic character as though he had never
been admitted, so far as regards his rights,
while his duties and obligations remain as
firm as ever, it being impossible for any
human power to cancel them.
can no
longer demand the aid of his brethren, nor

He

require from them the performance of any
of the duties to which he was formerly entitled, nor visit any Lodge, nor unite in any
of the public or private ceremonies of the
Order. He is considered as being without
the pale, and it would be criminal in any
brother, aware of his expulsion, to hold
communication with him on Masonic subjects.

A

to impair its usefulness.
Mason who is
a bad man is to the Fraternity what a mortified limb is to the body, and should be
treated with the same mode of cure,
he
should be cut off, lest his example spread,
and disease be propagated through the
constitution.
Expulsion from one of what is called the
higher degrees of Masonry, such as a Chapter or an Encampment, does not affect the
relations of the expelled party to Blue

—

The only proper tribunal to impose this
is a Grand Lodge.
A Masonry. A Chapter of Royal Arch Masubordinate Lodge tries its delinquent sons is not and cannot be recognized as a
member, and if guilty declares him ex- Masonic body by a Lodge of Master Masons
pelled. But the sentence is of no force un- by any of the modes of recognition known
til the Grand Lodge, under whose jurisdicto Masonry. The acts, therefore, of a Chaption it is working, has confirmed it. And ter cannot be recognized by a Master Mait is optional with the Grand Lodge to do
son's Lodge any more than the acts of a
heavy punishment

so, or, as is

frequently done, to reverse the de-

literary or charitable society

wholly uncon-

and reinstate the brother. Some of nected" with the Order. Besides, by the
the Lodges in this country claim the right present orgabization of Freemasonry, Grand
to expel independently of the action of the Lodges are the supreme Masonic tribunals.
Grand Lodge, but the claim is not valid. If, therefore, expulsion from a Chapter of
The very fact that an expulsion is a penalty, Eoyal Arch Masons involved expulsion
affecting the general relations of the pun- from a Blue Lodge, the right of the Grand
ished brother with the whole Fraternity, Lodge to hear and determine causes, and
cision

proves that its exercise never could with
propriety be intrusted to a body so circumscribed in its authority as a subordinate
Lodge. Besides, the general practice of
the Fraternity is against it. The English
Constitutions vest the power to expel exclusively in the Grand Lodge. " The subordinate Lodge may suspend and report
the case to the Grand Lodge. If the oifence
and evidence be sufficient, expulsion is de-

another body beyond its control. But the"
converse of this proposition does not hold
good. Expulsion from a Blue Lodge involves expulsion from all the higher degrees; because, as they are composed of
Blue Masons, the members could not of
right sit and hold communications on Masonic subjects with one who was an expelled

creed."

Mason.

to regulate the internal concerns of the
Institution, would be interfered with by

EXTENDED

EZRA

Extended Wings of the Cheru-
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Eye. See All-Seeing Eye.
expression used in the ceremoEzekiel,
of. See Temph
nies of Eoyal Master, the tenth degree of of Ezekiel.
the American Rite, and intended to teach
Ezel. In Hebrew, 7!Xn px, eben hahsymbolically that he who comes to ask and ezel, the stone of the departure, viz., a
to seek Divine Truth symbolized by the mile-stone.
An old testimonial stone in
True Word, should begin by placing him- the neighborhood of Saul's residence, the
self under the protection of that Divine scene of the parting of David and JonaPower who alone is Truth, and from whom than, and the mark beyond which the fallalone Truth can be obtained. Of him the ing of Jonathan's arrow indicated danger.
cherubim with extended wings in the Holy Hence, a word adopted in the honorary
degree called the "Mason's wife and
of Holies were a type.
Extent of the Liodge. The extent daughter."
of a Mason's Lodge is said to be in height
Ezra. There are two persons named
from the earth to the highest heavens in Ezra who are recorded in Scripture. 1.
depth, from the surface to the centre in Ezra, a leading priest among the first cololength, from east to west ; and in breadth, nists who came up to Jerusalem with Zefrom north to south. The expression is a rubbabel, and who is mentioned by Nehesymbolic one, and is intended to teach the miah and, 2. Ezra, the celebrated Jewish
extensive boundaries of Masonry and the scribe and restorer of the law, who visited
coterminal extension of Masonic charity. Jerusalem forty-two years after the second
Temple had been completed.
Calmet,
See Form of the Lodge.
External Qualifications. The however, says that this second Ezra had
external qualifications of candidates for visited Jerusalem previously in company
Some explanation of
initiation are those which refer to their with Zerubbabel.
outward fitness, based upon moral and reli- this kind is necessary to reconcile an othergious character, the frame of body, the wise apparent inconsistency in the English
constitution of the mind, and social posi- system of the Royal Arch, which makes
tion.
Hence they are divided into Moral, two of its oflScers represent Ezra and NeMental, and Polit- hemiah under the title of scribes, while at
Physical,
Seligiotis,
the same time it makes the time of the
ical, for all of which see the respective
words. The expression in the ritual, that ritual refer to the laying of the foundation
"it is the internal and not the external of the second Temple, and yet places in the
qualifications that recommend a man to be scene, as a prominent actor, the later Ezra,
made a Mason," it is evident, from the con- who did not go up to Jerusalem until more
text, refers entirely to "worldly wealth and than forty years after the completion of the
honors," which, of course, are not to be building. It is, I think, more probable
taken " into consideration in inquiring into that the Ezra who is said in the ritual to
have wrought with Joshua, Haggai, and
the qualifications of a candidate."
Extinct liOdge. A Lodge is said to Zerubbabel, was intended by the original
be extinct which has ceased to exist and framer of the ritual to refer to the first
work, which is no longer on the registry of Ezra, who is recorded by Nehemiah as havthe Grand Lodge, and whose Charter has ing been present and that the change was
been revoked for mis-use or forfeited for made in the reference, without due consideration, by some succeeding ritualist, whose
non-use.
The mistake has been carelessly perpetuated by
Extra Communication.
same as fecial Communication, which see. those who followed him. Dr. Oliver (Sigt.
Extraneous. Not regularly made; Landmarks, ii. 428,) attempts to reconcile
clandestine. The word is now obsolete in the difficulty, and to remove the anachronthis signification, but was so used by the ism, by saying that Esdras was the scribe
Grand Lodge of England in a motion under Joshua, Haggai, and Zerubbabel,
adopted March 31, 1735, and reported by and that he was succeeded in this imporAnderson in his 1738 edition of the Consti- tant office by Ezra and Nehemiah. But the
" No extraneous brothers, English ritual makes no allusion to this
tutions, p. 182.
that is, not regularly made, but clandestine, change of succession ; and if it did, it would
shall be ever qualified to par- not enable us to understand how Ezra and
.
Nehemiah could be present as scribes when
take of the Mason's general charity."
Extrusion. Used in the Constitution the foundations of the second Temple were
of the Royal Order of Scotland for expul- laid, and the important secrets of the Royal
"'
If a brother shall be convicted of Arch degree were brought to light, unless
sion.
crime by any Court of Justice, such brother the Ezra meant is the one who came to Jeshall be permanently extruded." (Sect. 29.) rusalem with Nehemiah. There is a confusion in all this which should be rectified.
Not in use elsewhere as a Masonic term.

Temple

bim. An
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;

;

;
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:

FELICITY

P.-.

F.
faisoeau, or fasces, is used to denote a number of speeches or records tied up in a roll
and deposited in the archives.

F.". In French Masonic documents the
abbreviation of Frire, or Brother. FF.'. is
the abbreviation of Fr&res, or Brethren.

Fabre-Palaprat, Bernard Ray-

mond.

The

Favorite Brother of St. Andrew. The ninth degree of the Swedish

speak more
correctly, the organizer of the Order of the
restorer, or, to

Rite.

Temple at Paris, of which he was elected
Favorite Brother of St. Jobn.
Grand Master in 1804. He died at Pau, in The eighth degree of the Swedish Rite.
the lower Pyrenees, February 18, 1838. See
Feast. The convocation of the Craft
together at an annual feast, for the laudaIn the so-called ble purpose of promoting social feelings,
Leland Manuscript, it is said that Masons and cementing the bonds of brotherly love
" conceal the way of wynninge the facultye by the interchange of courtesies, is a timeof Abrac." That is, that they conceal the honored custom, which is unfortunately
method of acquiring the powers bestowed growing into disuse. The " Assembly and
by a knowledge of the magical talisman Feast" are words constantly conjoined in
that is called Abracadabra. See Abraca- the Book of Constitutions. At this meetdabra and Leland Manuscript.
ing, no business of any kind, except the
Faitb. In the theological ladder, the installation of officers, was transacted, and
explanation of which forms a part of the the day was passed in innocent festivity.
ritual of the first degree of Masonry, faith The election of officers always took place
Faith, at a previous meeting, in obedience to a
is said to typify the lowest round.
regulation adopted by the Grand Lodge
here, is synonymous with confidence or trust,
" It was
and hence we find merely a repetition of of England, in 1720, as follows
the lesson which had been previously agreed, in order to avoid disputes on the
taught that the first, the essential qualifi- annual feast-day, that the new Grand
cation of a candidate for initiation, is that Master for the future shall be named and
proposed to the Grand Lodge some time
he should trust in God.
In the lecture of the same degree, it is before the feast."
said that " Faith may be lost in sight
Feasts of the Order. The festiHope ends in fruition but Charity extends vals of St. John the Baptist and St. John
beyond the grave, through the boundless the Evangelist, June 24th and December
realms of eternity." And this is said, be- 27th, are so called.
cause as faith is " the evidence of things
Feeling. One of the five human
not seen," when we see we no longer be- senses, and esteemed by Masons above all
the others. For as Anthony Brewer, an
lieve by faith but through demonstration
and as hope lives only in the expectation old dramatist, says
of possession, it ceases to exist when the
object once hoped for is at length enjoyed, " Though one hear, and see, and smell, and taste,
If he wants touch, he is counted but a block."
but charity, exercised on earth in acts of
mutual kindness and forbearance, is still
found in the world to come, in the sublimer
Fees of Honor. In the Grand
form of mercy from God to his erring crea- Lodge of England every Grand officer, on
tures.
his election or re-election, is required to
Faitbfnl Breast. See Breast, the pay a sum of money, varying from two to
Faithful.
twenty guineas. The sums thus paid for
Fall of Water. See Waterfall.
honors bestowed are technically called
"
Family I^odge. A Lodge held es- fees of honor."
similar custom prepecially for the transaction of private and vails in the Grand Lodges of Ireland and
local business of so delicate a nature that it Scotland; but the usage is unknown in
is found necessary to exclude, during the
this country.
session, the presence of all except members.
Felicity, Order of. An androgyIn France a Lodge when so meeting is said nous secret society, founded in 1743, at
to be en famille, and the meeting is called Paris, by M. Chambonnet.
It was among
a tenue de famille or family session in the first of the pseudo-Masonic associaGermany such Lodges are called, some- tions, or coteries, invented by French Matimes, Familien-Logen, but more generally sons to gratify the curiosity and to secure
See Conference Lodge.
Conferenz-Ijogen.
the support of women. It had a ritual and
Fasces. The bundle of rods borne be- a vocabulary which were nautical in their
fore the Roman magistrates as an ensign character, and there was a rather too free
of their authority. ,In French Masonry, indulgence in the latitude of gallantry.
Temple, Order of

the.

Faculty of Abrac.

;

;

;

A

;

FELD

FENDEUKS

It consisted of four degrees,

Cabin boy,
Master, Commodore, and Vice Admiral.
The chief of the order was called Admiral,
and this position was of course occupied
by M. Chambonnet, the inventor of the
system.
Feld liOge. What is designated in
England and America as a Military or
Travelling Lodge is called- in Germany a
Feld Loge. Sometimes, "ein ambulante
Loge."
Fellow. The Saxon word for fellow
Spelman derives it from two
is felaw.
words, /e and toy, which signifies ftoMndf
mutual trust; a plausible derivation, and
not unsuited to the meaning of the word.
But Hicks gives a better etymology when
he derives it from the Anglo-Saxon /0/5'iare,
" to follow," and thus a fellow would be a
In the
follower, a companion, an associate.
Middle Ages, the Operative Masons were
divided into Masters and Fellows. Thus
in the Harleian MS. it is said: "Now I
will rehearse other charges in singular for
Maisters and Fellowes." Those who were of
greater skill held a higher position and
were designated as Masters, while the
masses of the fraternity, the commonalty,
as we might say, were called Fellows.
In
the Matthew Cooke MS. this principle is
very plainly laid down. There it is written
that Euclid " ordained that they who were
passing of cunning should be passing honored, and commanded to call the cunninger
Master .... and commanded that they
that were less of wit should not be called
servant nor subject, but Fellow, for nobility
of their gentle blood." (Lines 675-688.)
From' this custom has originated the modern title of Fellow Qraft, given to the second
degree of Speculative Masonry although
not long after the revival of 1717 the Fellows ceased to constitute the main body of
the Fraternity, the Masters having taken
and still holding that position.
Fellow Craft. The second degree
of Freemasonry in all the Rites is that of
the Fellow Craft. In French it is called
Oompagnon; in Spanish, Gompanero; in

m

;

Italian,

Compagno; and in German, Oesell;
which the radical meaning of the
a, fellow workman, thus showing the

in all of

word

is

origin of the title from an operative insti-

Like the degree of Apprentice, it
only preparatory to the higher initiation of the Master and yet it differs essentially from it in its symbolism.
For, as
the first degree was typical of youth, the
second is supposed to represent the stage
of manhood, and hence the acquisition of
tution.

is

;

science

is

made its prominent characteristic.

While the former is directed in
bols and allegorical ceremonies

all its

fication of the heart, the latter is

2K

sym-

to the puri-

intended
18

by

its

to cultivate the reasoning

lessons

faculties
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and improve the intellectual pow-

Before the eighteenth century, the
great body of the Fraternity consisted of
Fellow Crafts, who are designated in all the
old manuscripts as " Fellows." After the
revival in 1717, the Fellow Crafts, who then
first began to be called by that name, lost
their prominent position, and the great
body of the brotherhood was, for a long
time, made up altogether of Apprentices,
while the government of the Institution
was committed to the Masters and Fellows,
both of whom were made only in the Grand
Lodge until 1725, when the regulation was
repealed, and subordinate Lodges were permitted to confer these two degrees.
ers.

Fellow Craft Perfect Architect.
(

Compagnon Parfait

Architect.)

The twen-

ty-sixth degree of the Rite of Mizraim.
There are several other degrees which, like
this, are so called, not because they have
any relation to the orignal second degree
of Symbolic Masonry, but to indicate that
they constitute the second in any particular
series of degrees which are preparatory to
the culmination of that series. Thus, in the
Rite of Mizraim, we have che Master Perfect Architect, which is the twenty-seventh
degree, while the twenty-fifth and twentysixth are Apprentice and Fellow Craft Perfect Architect. So we have in other rites and
systems the Fellow Craft Cohen, Hermetic,
and Kabbalistic Fellow Craft, where Master

Cohen and Hermetic and Kabbalistic Mastopmost degrees of the different
Fellow Craft in all these, and many
other instances like them, means only the
second preparation towards perfection.
Fellowship, Five Points of. See
ter are the
series.

Points of Fellowship.

Female Masonry.
Rite

See Adoption,

of.

Female Masons.

The landmarks

of Speculative Masonry peremptorily exclude females from any active participation
But there are a few inin its mysteries.
stances in which the othewise unalterable
rule of female exclusion has been made to
yield to the peculiar exigencies of the occasion and some cases are well authenticatd
where this "Salique law" has been violated from necessity, and females have been
permitted to receive at least the first deSuch, however, have been only the
gree.
exceptions which have given confirmation
See Aldworth, Beaton, and
to the rule.
;

^entrailles.

Fendenrs.

L'Ordre des Fendeurs,
the Order of Wood-cutters, was a secret
society established at Paris, in 1743, by the
Chevalier Beauchain. The Lodge represented a forest, and was generally held in

i. e.

a garden.

It

was androgynous, and had

FERDINAND
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FESSLER

and words, and an allegorical
language borrowed from the profession of
secret signs

wood-cutting.
p. 345,)

Tiie

Abbd Barruel

(torn,

ii.,

thought that the Order originated

in the forests among the actual wood-cutters, and that many intelligent inhabitants
of the city having united with them, the
operative business of felling trees was abandoned, and Philosophic Lodges were established,
a course of conversion from Operative to Speculative i)recisely like that, he
says, which occurred in Masonry, and this
conversion was owing to the number of
Fendeurs who were also Freemasons.

—

Ferdinand IT.

This king of the
on the 12th of September,
1775, issued an edict forbidding the meeting
of Masons in Lodges in his dominions,
under penalty of death. In 1777, at the

two

Sicilies,

solicitation of his
edict was repealed,

more

tolerated

;

queen, Caroline, this

and Masonry was once
but in 1781 the decree was

renewed.

Ferdinand VI.

In 1751, Ferdinand

VI., king of Spain, at the solicitation of
Joseph Ferrubia, Visitor of the Holy Inquisition, enforced in his dominions the
bull of excommunication of Pope Benedict XIV., and forbade the congregation
of Masons under the highest penalties of
law. In the Journal of Freemasonry, Vienna, 1784, (pp. 176-224,) will be found a
translation from Spanish into German of
Ferrubia's " Act of Accusation," which
gave rise to this persecution.
Ferdinand YII. The king of Spain
who bore this title was one of the greatest
bigots of his time. He had no sooner ascended the throne in 1814, than he reestablished the Inquisition, which had been
abolished by his predecessor, proscribed the
exercise of Freemasonry, and ordered the
closing of all the Lodges, under the heaviest
penalties. In September following, twentyfive persons, among whom were several
distinguished noblemen, were arrested as
"suspected of Freemasonry." On March
30, 1818, a still more rigorous edict was
issued, by which those convicted of being
Freemasons were subjected to the most
severe punishments, such as banishment to
India and confiscation of goods, or sometimes death by a cruel form of execution.
But the subsequent revolution of 1820 and
the abolition of the Inquisition removed
these blots from the Spanish records.
Fervency. From the middle of the
last century, ardent devotion to duty, fervor
or fervency, was taught as a Masonic virtue
in the lectures of the first degree, and symbolized by charcoal, because, as later rituals
say, all metals were dissolved by the fervor
of ignited charcoal. Subsequently, in the
higher degrees, fervency and zeal were symbolized by the color scarlet, which is the

appropriate tincture of Eoyal Arch
sonry.

Fessler, Ignaz Aurelius.

A

Madis-

tinguished German writer and Masonic reformer, and was born at Czurendorf, in Hungary, in 1756. He was the son of very poor
parents. His mother, who was a bigoted
Catholic, had devoted him to a monastic
life, and having been educated at the Jesuit
school of Baab, he took holy orders in 1772,
and was removed to the Capuchin monastery in Vienna. In consequence, however,
of his exposure to the Emperor Joseph IL
of monastic abuses, he incurred the persecutions of his superiors. But the emperor,
having taken him under his protection,
nominated him, in 1783, as ex-professor of
the Oriental languages in the University
of Lemberg. But the monks having threatened him with legal proceedings, he fled to
Breslau in 1788, where he subsequently
was appointed the tutor of the son of the
Prince of Corolath. Here he established a
secret Order, called by him the " Evergeten," which bore a resemblance to Free-

masonry in its organization, and was intended to efiect moral reforms, which at
the time he thought Masonry incapable of
producing.
The Order, however, never
really had an active existence, and the attempt of Fessler failed by the dissolution,
in 1793, of the society. In 1791 he adopted
the Lutheran faith, and, having married,
settled in Berlin, where until 1806 he was
employed as a superintendent of schools.
He wrote during this period several historical works, which gave him a high reputation as an author.
But the victprious
progress of the French army in Prussia
caused him to lose his official position.
Having been divorced from his wife in 1802,
he again married, and, retiring in 1803 from
Berlin, betook himself to the quietude of a
country life. Becoming now greatly embarrassed in pecuniary matters, he received
adequate relief from several of the German
Lodges, for which he expressed the most
lively gratitude.
In 1808 he accepted the
position of a professor in the University of

Petersburg, which, however, he was
soon compelled to relinquish in consequence
of the intrigues of the clergy, who were
displeased with his liberal views. Subsequently he was appointed superintendent
of the Evangelical community, over nine
Russian departments, and Ecclesiastical
President of the consistory at Saratow, with
a large salary. In 1827, on the invitation
of the Emperor Alexander, he removed
permanently to St. Petersburg, where, in
1833, he received the appointment of Ecclesiastical Counsellor, and died there December 15, 1839, at the advanced age of
St.

eighty-three years.
Fessler was initiated into

Masonry

at

:

FESSLER

FESSLER

Lemberg, in 1783, and immediately devoted
himself to the study of ita science and history.
In June, 1796, he affiliated with the
Lodge Eoyal York, zur Freundschaft, in
Berlin, and having been made oneof ita Sublime Council, was invested with the charge
of revising and remodelling the entire ritual
of the Lodge, which was based on the high degrees of the French system. To the accom-

distinguished Masons, were members. See
Scientific Masons.
Fessler's contributions to the literature
of Freemasonry were numerous and valuable.
His chief work was. An Attempt to
Furnish a Ontioal History of Freemasonry
and the Masonic Fraternity from the earliest
times to the year 1802. This work was never
printed, but only sold in four folio manuscript volumes, at the price of £30, to persons who pledged themselves eventually to
return it. It was a mistake to circumscribe
the results of his researches within so narrow a field. But he published many other
works. His productions were mostly historical and judicial, and made a great impression on the German Masonic mind.
His collected works were published in Berlin, from 1801 to 1807, but, unfortunately,
they have never been translated into English.
The object of all he wrote was to
elevate Freemasonry to the highest sphere
of intellectual character.

plishment of this laborious task, Fessler at
once, and for a long time afterwards, devoted his great intellect and his indefatigable energies. In a very short period he
succeeded in a reformation of the symbolic
degrees, and finding the brethren unwilling
to reject the high degrees, which were four
in number, then practised by the Lodge, he
remodelled them, retaining a considerable
part of the French ritual, but incorporated
with it a portion of the Swedish system. The
work thus accomplished met with general
approbation. In his next task of forming
a new Constitution he was not so successful, although at length he induced the Eoyal
.

:
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Fessler, Rite of. This Eite, which
York Lodge to assume the character and was prepared by Fessler at the request of
rank of a Grand Lodge, which it did in the Grand Lodge Eoyal York of Berlin,
1798, with seven subordinate Lodges under
obedience. Again Fessler commenced
the work of a revision of the ritual. He

its

had always been opposed

to the high degree
system. He proposed, therefore, the abolition of everything above the degree of
Master. In this, however, he was warmly
opposed, and was compelled to abandon his
project of reducing German Masonry to the
simplicity of the English system. Yet he
was enabled to accomplish something, and
had the satisfaction, in 1800, of metamorphosing the Elu, the Ecossais, and the Eose
Croix, of the old ritual of the Eoyal York
Lodge into the "degrees of knowledge,"
which constitute the Eite known as the
Eite of Fessler.
In 1798, Fessler had been elected Deputy
Grand Master when there were but three
Lodges under the Grand Lodge. In 1801,
by his persevering activity, the number had
been increased to sixteen. Still, notwithstanding his meritorious exertions in behalf of Masonry, he met with that ingratitude, from those whom he sought to serve,
which appears to be the fate of almost all
Masonic reformers. In 1802, wearied with
the opposition of his antagonists, he renounced all the offices that he had filled,
and resigned from the Grand Lodge.

Thenceforth he devoted himself in a more
retired way to the pursuits of Masonry.
Before Fessler resigned, he had conceived and carried out the scheme of establishing a great union of scientific Masons,
who should devote themselves to the investigation of the history of Masonry. Of this
society Moasdorf, Fischer, and many other

consisted of nine degrees, as follows
1. Entered Apprentice.
2. Fellow Craft.

Master Mason.
These but slightly

3.

differ from the same
degrees in all the Eites, and are followed
by six other degrees, which he called the
higher knowledge, namely
4. The Holy of Holies.
This degree is
occupied in a critical exposition of the various hypotheses which have been proposed
as to the origin of Freemasonry ; as, whether
it sprang from the Templars, from the
Cathedral of Strasburg, from the Eose
Croix of the seventeenth century, from
Oliver Cromwell, from the Cathedral of
St. Paul's at London, from that of the
Palace of Kensington, or from the Jesuits.
Critical examination of
5. Justification.
the origin of certain of the high degrees,
such as the Ecossais and the Chapter of

—

—

Clermont.

—

Critical examination of
6. Celebration.
the four following systems: Eose Croix,
Strict Observance, African Architects, and
Initiated Brothers of Asia.
Critical examination of
7. Ihie Light.
the Swedish System, the System of Zinnendorf, the Eoyal Arch of England, of
the succession of the Mysteries, and of all
systems and their ramifications.
Examination of the
8. The Country.
origin of the Mysteries of the Divine Kingdom, introduced by Jesus of Nazareth of
the exoteric doctrines communicated by
him immediately to his disciples, and of
those which sprang up after his death, uy
to the time of the Gnostics.

—

—

;

;:
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—A

complete critical his9. Perfection.
Fides. In the lecture of the first degree,
tory of all Mysteries comprehended in ac- it is said that "our ancient brethren worshipped deity under the name of Fides or
tual Freemasonry.
Both Clavel and Eagon say that the Fidelity, which was sometimes represented
rituals of these degrees were drawn up by two right hands joined, and sometimes
from the rituals of the Golden Rose Croix, by two human figures holding each other
of the Rite of Strict Observance, of the Il- by the right hands." The deity here reluminated Chapter of Sweden, and the An- ferred to was the goddess Fides, to whom
Fessler's Rite Numa first erected temples, and whose
cient Chapter of Clermont.
was, perhaps, the most abstrusely learned priests were covered by a white veil as a
and philosophical of all the Masonic sys- symbol of the purity which should charactems but it did not have a long existence, terize Fidelity. No victims were slain on
as it was abandoned by the Grand Lodge, her altars, and no ofierings made to her
which had at first accepted it, for the pur- except flowers, wine, and incense. Her
pose of adopting the Ancient York Rite statues were represented clothed in a white
under the Constitutions of Englafld.
mantle, with a key in her hand and a dog
FestiTals. In all religions there have at her feet. The virtue of Fidelity is,
been certain days consecrated to festive en- however, frequently symbolized in ancient
joyment, and hence called festivals. Sir medals by a heart in the open hand, but
Isaac Newton (on Daniel, p. 204,) says
more usually by two right hands clasped.
" The heathen were delighted with the Horace calls her "incorrupta fides," and
festivals of their gods, and unwilling to part makes her the sister of Justice while Cicero
with these delights ; and, therefore, Gregory says that that which is religion towards
Thaumaturgus, who died in 265, and was God and piety towards our parents is fidelThere was
Bishop of Neocsesarea, to facilitate their ity towards our fellow-men.
conversion, instituted annual festivals to among the Romans another deity called
the saints and martyrs. Hence it came to Fidius, who presided over oaths and conpass that, for exploding the festivals of the tracts, a very usual form of imprecation
heathens, the principal festivals of the being " Me Dius Fidius adjuvet," that is,
Christians succeeded in their room ; as the so help me the god Fidius. Noel {Diet.
keeping of Christmas with joy, and feast- Fab.) says that there was an ancient marble
ing, and playing, and sports, in the room at Rome consecrated to the god Fidius, on
of the Bacchinalia and Saturnalia; the cele- which was depicted two figures clasping
brating of May day with flowers, in the each other's hands as the representatives of
room of the Floralia ; and the keeping of Honor and Truth, without which there can
festivals to the Virgin Mary, John the be no fidelity nor truth among men.
MaBaptist, and divers of the apostles, in the sonry, borrowing its ideas from the ancient
room of the solemnities at the entrance of Eoets, also makes the right hand the symthe sun into the signs of the Zodiac, in the
ol of Fidelity.
old Julian Calendar." The Masons, borFiducial Sign. That is, the sign of
rowing from and imitating the usage of confiding trust, called also the sign of
the Church, have also always had their Truth and Hope. One of the signs of the
festivals or days of festivity and celebra- English Royal Arch system, which is thus
tion.
The chief festivals of the Operative explained by Dr. Oliver, (IHct. Symb.
" The fiducial sign shows us if we
or Stone Masons of the Middle Ages were Mas.)
those of St. John the Baptist on the 24th prostrate ourselves with our face to the
June, and the Four Crowned Martyrs on earth, we thus throw ourselves on the
the 4th November. The latter were, how- mercy of our Creator and Judge, looking
ever, discarded by the Speculative Masons
forward with humble confidence to his holy
and the festivals now most generally cele- promises, by which alone we hope to pass
brated by the Fraternity are those of St. through the ark of our redemption into
John the Baptist, June 24, and St. John the mansion of eternal bliss and glory
These are to the presence of Him who is the great
the Evangelist, December 27.
the days kept in this country. Such, too, L AM, the Alpha and Omega, the Beginwas formerly the case in England but the ning and the Ending, the First and the
annual festival of the Grand Lodge of Last."
England now falls on the Wednesday folFifteen.
sacred number symbolic
lowing St. George's day, April 23, that of the name of God, because the letters of
For the holy name H', Jah, are equal, in the
saint being the patron of England.
a similar reason, St. Andrew's day, Novem- Hebrew mode of numeration by the letters
ber 30, is kept by the Grand Lodge of of the alphabet, to fifteen ; for ^ is equal
Scotland. In Ireland the festivals kept to ten, and
is equal to five.
Hence,
from veneration for this sacred name, the
are those of the two Saints John.
Hebrews do not, in ordinary computations.
Fidelity. See Fidei.
;

;

;
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FINANCES

FIRE

•when they wish to express the number
fifteen, make use of these two letters, but
of two others, which are equivalent to nine

and

six.

Finances. According to universal
usage in Masonry, the Treasurer of the
Lodge or other body is the banker or depositary of the finances of the Lodge.
They are

first

FOR THE TITLE-PAGE.
apher.

receipts for them, and immediately
pays them over to the Treasurer.
The
Treasurer distributes them under the orders

a, b, c, d, e,

o, p, q, r, s, t, u, V.
Key. b, d, f, h, j,

u,

s,

q, o,

m,

k,

i,

f,

g, h,

w, x, y,

m,

n,

v, x, z, y,

w,

i, j,

k,

1,

z.

1, n, p, r,
g, e, c, a.

t,

FOR THE FIRST PART.

received by the Secretary,

who

277'

Cipher, a, b,

c, d, e, f, g,

0, p, q, r, 8, t, u, V,

Key.
1,

l^J.

h,

i, j,

k,

1,

m,

n,

y, z.

y, x, w, v, u, t, s,
h, g, f, e, d, c, b, a.

z,
i,

w, x,

r,

q, p, o, n,

m,

of the Master and the consent of the Lodge.
This consent can only be known oflncially
In the second part of the work, a totally
to him by the statement of the Secretary. different system is employed.
The words
And hence all orders drawn on the Treas- may be deciphered by taking the last letter,
urer for the disbursement of money should then the first, then the last but one, then
the second, and so on. Two or three words
be countersigned by the Secretary.
Masonic char- are also often run into one for example,
Finch, William.
latan, who flourished at the end of the last ereetemhdrdoh, is he ordered them.
The nine
and the beginning of the present century. digits represent certain words of frequent
Finch was a tailor in Canterbury, who, recurrence, a repetition of the same digit
having been expelled for some misconduct denoting the plural; thus, 1 stands tor
by the Grand Lodge, commenced a system Lodge; 11, for Lodges; 3, Fellow Craft;
of practical Masonry on his own account, 33, Fellow Crafts, etc.
and opened a Lodge in his house, where he
Fines. Fines for non-attendance or
undertook to initiate candidates and to neglect of duty are not now usually imgive instructions in Masonry. He pub- posed in Masonic bodies, because each
lished a great number of pamphlets, many member is bound to the discharge of these
of them in a cipher of his own, which he duties by a motive more powerful than
pretended were for the instruction of the any that could be furnished by a pecuniary
Among the books published penalty. The imposition of such a penalty
Fraternity.
by him are A Masonic Treatise, with an Elu- would be a tacit acknowledgment of the
ddalion on the JSeligious and Moral Beauties inadequacy of that motive, and would hence
of Freemasonry, etc. ; printed at Canterbury detract from its solemnity and its binding
ITie Lectures, Laws, and Ceremonature. It cannot, however, be denied that
in 1802.
nies of the Holy Arch Degree of Freemasonry, the records of old Lodges show that it
The Origin of Free- was formerly a common custom to impose
etc.: Lambeth, 1812.
masons, etc. : London, 1816. Finch found fines for a violation of the rules.
many dupes, and made a great deal of
Fire. The French, in their Table
money. But having on one occasion been Lodges, called the drinking a toast, /cm, or
sued by an engraver named Smith, for fire.
money due for printing his plates. Finch
Fire Pbilosophers. See Theopleaded an offset of money due by Smith
for initiation and instruction in Masonry.
Fire, Pillars of. See Pillars of Fire.
Smith brought the Grand Secretary and
Fire, Purification /by. See Puriother distinguished Masons into court, who fication.
In
testified that Finch was an impostor.
Fire-Worship. Of all the ancient
consequence of this exposure, Finch lost religions, fire-worship was one of the earcredit with the community, and, sinking liest, next to Sabaism; and even of this it
into obscurity, died sometime after, 1816, seems only to have been a development, as
with the Sabaists the sun was deemed the
in abject poverty.
As it is impossible to read Finch's Trea- Universal Fire. "Darius," says Quintus
Curtius, " invoked the sun as Mithras, the
tises without a knowledge of the cipher
employed by him, the following key will sacred and eternal fire." It was the faith
be found useful. We owe it to the re- of the ancient Magi and the old Persians,
searches of Bro. H. C. Levander, {Freem. still retained by their modern descendants
Mag. and Rev., 1859, p. 490.) In the first the Parsees. But with them it was not an
part of the book the cipher used is formed idolatry. The fire was venerated only as a
by reversing the alphabet, writing z for a, y visible symbol of the Supreme Deity, of
The cipher used on the title- the creative energy, from whom all things
for b, etc.
page differs somewhat from this, as will be come, and to whom all things ascend. The
flame darting upwards to meet its divine
seen from the following tables
original, the mundane fire seeking an

A

;

:

:

FISH

FIVE

ascension to and an absorption into the ceor God himself, constituted what
has been called "the flame- secret" of the
fire-worshippers.
This religion was not
only very ancient, but also very universal.
From India it passed over into Egypt, and
thence extended to the Hebrews and to the
Greeks, and has shown its power and prevalence even in modern thought. On the
banks of the Nile, the people did not, indeed, fall down like the old Persians and
worship fire, but they venerated the fireHence
secret and its symbolic teaching.
the Pyramids, [pyr is Greek for fire,) the
representation of ascending flame; and
Jennings Hargrave shrewdly says that

Clement of Alexandria, in writing of the
ornaments that a Christian may constantly
wear, mentions the fish as a proper device
for a ring, as serving to remind the Chris-
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lestial fire,

what has been supposed

to be a tomb, in
the centre of the Great Pyramid, was in
reality a depository of the sacred, ever-

burning

fire.

Monoliths were everywhere

in antiquity erected to fire or to the sun,
as the type of fire. Among the Hebrews,
the sacred idea of fire, as something connected with the Divine Being, was very
prominent. God appeared to Moses in a

tian of the origin of his spiritual life, the
fish referring to the waters of baptism.
The Vesica Fisds, which is an oval figure,
pointed at both ends, and representing the
air bladder of

a

fish,

was adopted, and

is

often used as the form of the seal of
religious houses and confraternities. Margoliouth ( Vest, of Oen. Freem., 45,) says
" In former days, the Grand Master of our
Order used to wear a silver fish on his person but it is to be regretted that, amongst
the many innovations which have been of
late introduced into the society to conciliate the prejudices of some who cannot
consistently be members of it, this beautiful emblem has disappeared."

still

;

Fire.

Among

the Pythagoreans five

was a mystical number, because it was
formed by the union of the first even number and the first odd, rejecting unity and
hence it symbolized the mixed conditions
flame of fire; he descended on Mount of order and disorder, happiness and misSinai in the midst of flames at the Tem- fortune, life and death. The same union
ple the fire descended from heaven to con- of the odd and even, or male and female,
sume the burnt-offering. Everywhere in numbers made it the symbol of marriage.
Scripture, fire is a symbol of the holiness Among the Greeks it was a symbol of the
of God. The lights on the altar are the world, because, says Diodorus, it represymbols of the Christian God. The puri- sented ether and the four elements. It
fying power of fire is naturally deduced was a sacred round number among the
In Egypt, India, and other
from this symbol of the holiness of the ele- Hebrews.
ment. And in the high degrees of Mason- Oriental nations, says Gesenius, the five,
ry, as in the ancient institutions, there is a minor planets and the five elements and
purification by fire, coming down to us elementary powers were accounted sacred.
insensibly and unconsciously from the old It was the pentas of the Gnostics and the
Magian cultus. In the Mefiiseval ages Hermetic Philosophers it was the symbol
of their quintessence, the fifth or highest
there was a sect of " fire-philosophers "
philosophi per ignem
who were a branch essence of power in a natural body. In
or offshoot of fiosicrucianism, with which Masonry, five is a sacred number, inferior
Freemasonry has so much in common. only in importance to three and seven. It
These fire-philosophers kept up the venera- is especially significant in the Fellow
tion for fire, and cultivated the "fire-se- Craft's degree, where five are required to
cret," not as an idolatrous belief, but modi- hold a Lodge, and where, in the winding
fied by their hermetic notions. They were stairs, the five steps are referred to the
also called " theosophists," and through orders of architecture and the human
them, or in reference to them, we find senses. In the third degree, we find the
the theosophic degrees of Masonry, which reference to the five points of fellowship
sprang up in the eighteenth century. As and their symbol, the five-pointed star.
Geometry, too, which is deemed synonyfire and light are identical, so the fire,
which was to the Zoroastrians the symbol mous with Masonry, is called the fifth sciof the Divine Being, is to the Mason, under ence; and, in fact, throughout nearly all the
the equivalent idea of light, the symbol of degrees of Masonry, we find abundant allusions to five as a sacred and mystical
Divine Truth, or of the Grand Architect.
Fish. The Greek word for fish is number.
ixexs. Now these five letters are the iniFive-Pointed Star.
The fivetials of the five words Iriaovf Xpiarog Oeov pointed star, which is not to be conTio; SuTT/p, that is, Jesus Christ the Son of founded with the blazing star, is not found
Ood, the Saviour. Hence the early Chris- among the old symbols of Masonry; intians adopted the/«A as a Christian sym- deed, some writers have denied that it is a
bol and it is to be found on many of their Masonic emblem at all.
It is undoubtedly
tombs, and was often worn aa an ornament. of recent origin, and was probably intro;

;

—

;

—

;

FIVE

FLORIDA

duced by Jeremy Cross, who

placed

it

among the

plates in the emblems of the
third degree prefixed to his Hieroglyphic
Chart.
It is not mentioned in the ritual
or the lecture of the third degree, but the
Masons of this country have, by tacit consent, referred to it as a symbol of the Five
Points of Fellowship. The outlines of the
fivcrpointed star are the same as those of
the pentalpha of Pythagoras, which was'
the symbol of health. M. Jomard, in his
Description de I'Egypte, (tom. viii., p. 423,)
says that the star engraved on the Egyptian

monuments, where

it

is

a very

hieroglyphic, has constantly five

never more nor

common
points,

less.

Five Points of Fellowship.

See

Points of Fellowship.

Five Senses. The five senses of Hearing, Seeing, Feeling, Tasting, and Smelling
are introduced into the lecture of the Fellow Craft as a part of the instructions of

that degree. See each word in its appropriate place. In the earlier lectures of the
eighteenth century, the five senses were
explained in the first degree as referring to
the five who make a Lodge. Their subsequent reference to the winding stairs, and
their introduction into the second degree,
were modern improvements.
As these
senses are the avenues by which the mind
receives its perceptions of things exterior
to it, and thus becomes the storehouse of
ideas, they are most appropriately referred
to that degree of Masonry whose professed
object is the pursuit and acquisition of

knowledge.

Fixed liights. In the old lectures
of the last century, ihe fixed lights weTe the
three windows always supposed to exist in
the East, South, and West. Their uses were,
according to the ritual, " to light the men to,
and from their work." In the modern
lectures they have been omitted, and their
place as symbols supplied by the lesser lights.
Flaming Sword. A sword whose
blade is of a spiral or twisted form is called
by the heralds a flaming sword, from its resemblance to the ascending curvature of a
at,

flame of
this

fire.

Until very recently,

was the form of the

Tiler's

Carelessness or ignorance
has now in many Lodges substituted for it a common sword of any
form. The flaming sword of the
Tiler refers to the flaming sword
which guarded the entrance to
Paradise, as described in Genesis,
(iii. 24:)
"So he drove out the
man ; and he placed at the east of
the garden of Eden cherubim,

sword.

a, fiaming sword which turned
every way, to keep the way of the
;
tree of life " or, as Eaphall has

and
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translated it, " the fiaming award which revolveth, to guard the way to the tree of
life."
In former times, when symbols and
ceremonies were more respected than they
are now ; when collars were worn, and not
ribbons in the button-hole and when the
standing column of the Senior Warden,
and the recumbent one of the Junior during labor, to be reversed during refreshment, were deemed necessary for the complete furniture of the Lodge, the cavalry
sword was unknown as a Masonic implement, and the Tiler always bore a flaming
sword. It were better if we could get back
to the old customs.
Floate. Pieces of timber, made fast
together with rafters, for conveying burdens down a river with the stream. The
use of these floats in the building of the
Temple is thus described in the letter of
King Hiram to Solomon: "And we will,
cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou
shalt need and we will bring it to thee in
floats by sea to Joppa; and thou shalt
carry it up to Jerusalem." 2 Chron. ii. 16.
Floor. The floor of a properly con-,
structed Lodge room should be covered,
with alternate squares of black and white,
to represent the Mosaic pavement which
was the ground floor of King Solomon's
;

;

Temple.

A

frame-work of board
Floor-Clotli.
or canvas, on which the emblems of any
particular degree are inscribed, for the assistance of the Master in giving a lecture.
It is so called because formerly it was the
custom to inscribe these designs on the
floor of the Lodge room in chalk, which

was wiped out when the Lodge was closed.
It is the same as the " Carpet," or "Tracing Board."

Flooring.
which

The same

as fioor-cloth,

see.

Florida. Freemasonry was first introduced into Florida, in 1806, by the organi-^
zation, in the city of St Augustine, of St.

Fernando Lodge by the Grand Lodge of
Georgia. In the year 1811, it was sup-,
pressed by a mandate of the Spanish government. In 1820, the Grand Lodge of,
South Carolina granted a Charter to Floridian Virtue Lodge, No. 28, but, in consequence of the hostility of the political and
religious authorities, it did not long exist.

In 1824, the Grand Lodge of South Carolina granted another Charter for Esperanza
Lodge at St. Augustine, which body, however, became extinct after a year by the
removal of most of its members to Havana.
In 1826, the Grand Lodges of
Tennessee and Georgia granted warrants
for the establishment respectively of Jackson Lodge at Tallahassee, Washington
Lodge at Quincy, and Harmony Lodge at

FLUDD

FOLKES

Mariana. On the 5th July, 1830, delegates
from these three Lodges met at Tallahassee,

Martin Folkes, Esq., Counsellor at Law, and
Dorothy, the daughter of Sir William
Howell, Knt., of the county of Norfolk.
Ho was born in Queen Street, Leicester
Inn Fields, Westminster, October 29, 1690.
In 1707 he was entered at Clare Hall, Cambridge, and in 1713 elected a Fellow of
the Royal Society, of which, in 1728, he
was appointed Vice President. In 1727,
on the death of Sir Isaac Newton, he be-
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and organized the Grand Lodge of Florida.

Fludd, Robert.

Robert Fludd,

or,

as he called himself in his Latin writings,
Robertus de Fluctibus, was in the seventeenth century a prominent member of the
Rosi crucian Fraternity. He was born in
England in 1574, and having taken the de§rees of Bachelor and Master of Arts at
t. John's College, Oxford, he commenced
the study of physic, and in due time took
the degree of Doctor of Medicine. He
died in 1637. In 1616, he commenced the
publication of his works and became a
voluminous writer, whose subject and style
were equally dark and mysterious. The
most important of his publications are
Apologia Compendaria, Fraternitatem de
Rosea Gruee, snspieionis et infamicB maoulis

aaperswm abluena," (Leyden, 1616,) i. e., A
Brief Apohgy, charing the Fraternity of the
Rosy dross from the stigma of suspicion and
infamy with which they have been aspersed ;

and

Tractatus Apohgeticusintegritatem Sociede Rosea Oruce defendens contra Libanium et alios, (Leyden, 1617,) or. An Apologetic Tract defending the purity of the /Society of the Rosy Oross from the attacks of
Libanius and others. And last, and wildest
of all, was his extravagant work on magic,
tafia

the kabbala, alchemy, and Rosicrucianism,
entitled Summum bonum, quod est verum
magice, cabalce, alchymice, fratrum Rosa
Orucis verorum veroB subjectum. Rosicrucianism was perhaps indebted more to Fludd
than to any other person for its introduction from Germany into England, and it may
have had its influence in moulding the form
of Speculative Freemasonry ; but I am not
prepared to go as far as a distinguished writer
the London Freemason's Magazine, (April,
1858, ) who says that " Fludd must be considered as the immediate father of Freemasonry
as Andrea was its remote father." Nicolai
more rationally remarks that Fludd, like
Andrea, exerted a considerable and beneficial influence on the manners of his age.

m

His explanation of the Rose Croix

He

is

worth

symbolically signifies the cross dyed with the blood of the
Saviour; a Christian idea which was in advance of the original Rosicrucians.
Folkes, Martin. From his acquaintance with Sir Christopher Wren, and his
intimacy with Dr. Desaguliers, Martin
Folkes was induced to take an active part
in the reorganization of Freemasonry in
the beginning of the last century, and his
literary attainments and prominent position
in the scientific world enabled him to exercise a favorable influence on the character
He was descended
of the Institution.
from a good family, being the eldest son of
quoting.

says that

it

came a candidate

for the Presidency, in

which he was defeated by Sir Hans Sloane,
who, however, renewed his' appointment as
Vice President, and in 1741, on the resignation of Sloane as President, he was
In 1742, he was
elected his successor.
elected a member of the Royal Academy
of Sciences of Paris, and in 1746 received
the degree of Doctor of Laws from the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge.
In 1750, he was elected President of the
Society of Antiquaries. To this and to the
Royal Society he contributed many essays,
and published a work entitled, A Table of
English Silver Coins, which is still much esOn
teemed as a numismatic authority.
September 26, 1751, he was struck with
paralysis, from which he never completely
recovered. On November 30, 1753, ne resigned the Presidency of the Royal Society,
but retained that of the Society of Anti?uaries until his death. In 1733, he visited
taly, and remained there until 1735, during which time he appears to have ingratiated himself with the Masons of that
country, for in 1742 they struck a medal in
his honor, a copy of which is to be found
in Thory's Emory of the Foundation of the
Crrand Orient of France. On one side is a
pyramid, a sphinx, some Masonic ciphers,
and the two pillars, and on the obverse a
likeness of Folkes.
Of the Masonic life of Folkes \ve have
but few records. In 1725, he was appointed
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of England, and is recorded as having paid
great attention to the duties of his office.
Anderson says that he presided over the
Grand Lodge in May of that year, and
" prompted a most agreeable communication."
But he held no office afterwards;
yet he is spoken of as having taken great interest in the Institution,
Of his literary
contributions to Masonry nothing remains.
The Pocket Companion cites au address
by him, in 1725, before the Grand Lodge,
probably at that very communication to
which Anderson has alluded, but it is unfortunately no longer extant. He died June
28j 1754, and was buried in the Chancel of
Hillington Church near Lynn, Norfolk.
He left a wife and two daughters, an only
son having died before him.
Nichols,

who knew him

personally, says

FOOL
{Lit. Anecd., ii. 591,) of him: "His knowledge was very extensive, his judgment ex-
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low vegetation of the shrubby and thorny
which make it difficult even to apact and accurate, and the precision of his proach the margin of the stream.
The
ideas appeared from the perspicuity and Arabs cross the river at the present day,
conciseness of his expression in his dis- at stages of low water, at a number of
courses and writings on abstruse and diflS- fords, from the one near the point where
cult topics
He had turned his the Jordan leaves the Sea of Galilee down
thoughts to the study of antiquity and the to the Pilgrims' Ford, six miles above the
polite arts with a philosophical spirit, Dead Sea."
which he had contracted by the cultivation
Foreign Country. The lecture of
of the mathematical sciences from his the third degree begins by declaring that
earliest youth."
His valuable library of the recipient was induced to seek that
more than five thousand volumes was sold sublime ttegree " that he might perfect himfor £3,090 at auction after his decease.
self in Masonry, so as to travel into foreign
Fool. A fool, as one not in possession countries, and work and receive wages as a
of sound reason, a natural or idiot, is intel- Master Mason."
lectually unfit for initiation into the mysThousands have often heard this ritualteries of Freemasonry, because he is in- istic expression at the opening and closing
capable of comprehending the principles of of a Master's Lodge, without dreaming for
the Institution, and is without any moral a moment of its hidden and spiritual meanresponsibility for a violation or neglect of ing, or, if they think of any meaning at all,
its duties.
they content themselves by interpreting it

Footstone. The corner - stone. " To
level the footstone "
to lay the cornerstone.
Thus, Oliver: "Solomon was enabled to level the footstoue of the Temple

^

in the fourth year of his reign."
Foot to Foot. The old lectures of
the last century descanted on the symbolism
of foot to foot as teaching us " that indolence should not permit the foot to halt or
wrath to turn our steps out of the way ;
but forgetting injuries and selfish feelings,
and remembering that man was born for
the aid of his fellow-creatures, not for his
own enjoyments only, but to do that which
is good, we should be swift to extend our

mercy and benevolence to all, but more
particularly to a brother Mason."
The
present lecture on the same subject gives the
same lesson more briefly and more emphatically, when it says, " we should never halt
nor grow weary in the service of a brother
Mason."

Fords of the Jordan. The slaughter of the Ephraimitesat the passages orfords
of the river Jordan, which is described in the

twelfth chapter of the Book of Judges, is referred to in the ritual of the Fellow Craft's
Morris, in his Freemasonry in the
degree.
Holy Land, (p. 316,) says "The exact locality of these fords (or ' passages,' as the Bible
terms them,) cannot now be designated,
but most likely they were those nearly due
At
east of Seikoot and opposite Mizpah.
these fords, in summer time, the water is not
more than three or four feet deep, the bottom
being composed of a hard limestone rock.
If, as some think, the fords, thirty miles
higher up, are those referred to, the same deAt cither jjlace, the
scription will apply.
Jordan is about eighty feet wide, its banks
:

sorts,

as referring to the actual travels of the Masons, after the completion of the Temple,
into the surrounding countries in search of

employment, whose wages were to be the
gold and silver which they could earn by the
exercise of their skill in the operative art.
But the true symbolic meaning of the
foreign country into which the Master Mason travels in search of wages is far different.

The symbolism of this life terminates
with the Master's degree. The completion
of that degree is the lesson of death and the
resurrection to a future life, where the tede
WORD, or Divine Truth, not given in this,
is to be received as the reward of a life
worthily spent in its search. Heaven, the
future life, the higher state of existence
after death, is the foreign country in which
the Master Mason is to enter, and there he
is to receive his wages in the reception of
that TRUTH which can be imparted only in

that better land.

Foresters' Degrees. This title has
been given to certain secret associations
which derive their symbols and ceremonies
from trades practised in forests, such as the
Carbonari, or Charcoal-burners; the Fendeurs, or Wood-cutters the Sawyers, etc.
They are all imitative of Freemasonry.
Forest of liCbanon. See Lebanon.
;

Forfeiture of Charter. A Lodge
may forfeit its charter for misconduct, and
when

forfeited, the warrant or charter is
revoked by the Grand Lodge. See Revocation of Charter.
Form. In Masonry, an oflScial act is
said to be done, according to the rank of
the person who does it, either in ample form,
in due form, or simply inform.
Thus, when

encumbered by a dense growth of tanla- the Grand Lodge
and other Master in person,

risks, cane, willows, thorn-bushes,

2L

is

opened by the Grand
said to be opened in

it is

FORM

FORTY

ample form ; when by the Deputy Grand
Master, it is said to be in due form ; when

lelogram the outlines of a double cube, and
meet thereby that definition which says
that "the form of the Lodge ought to be a
double cube, as an expressive emblem of
the powers of light and darkness in the
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by any other qualified officer, it is said to
be in form. The legality of the act is the
same whether it be done in form or in
ample form and the expletive refers only creation."
Formula.
to the dignity of the oificer by whom the
;

A

be referred to the two pillars that stood at
the porch of the Temple. Thus the world
itself would be the true Mason's Lodge, in
which he was to live and labor. Again:

prescribed mode or form
of doing or saying anything. The word is
derived from the technical language of the
Eoman law, where, after the old legal actions had been abolished, suits were practised according to certain prescribed Ibrms
calltA formuloB.
Formulas in Freemasonry are very frequent. They are either oral or monitorial.
Oral formulas are those that are employed
in various parts of the ritual, such as the
opening and closing of a Lodge, the investiture of a candidate, etc. From the fact of
their oral transmission they are frequently
corrupted or altered, which is one of the
most prolific sources of non-conformity so
often complained of by Masonic teachMonitorial formulas are those that are
ers.
committed to writing, and are to be found
in the various monitors and manuals. They
are such as relate to public installations,^
to laying foundation-stones, to dedications of halls, to funerals, etc. Their
monitorial character ought to preserve
them from change but uniformity is not
even here always attained, owing to the
whims of the compilers of manuals or of
monitors, who have often unnecessarily
changed the form of words from the
original standard.
Fortitude. One of the four cardinal virtue„s, whose excellencies are dilated on in the first degree. It not only
instructs the worthy Mason to bear the ills
of life with becoming resignation, " taking
up arms against a sea of trouble," but, by its
intimate connection with a portion of our
ceremonies, it teaches him to let no dangers shake, no pains dissolve the inviolable
fidelity he owes to the trusts reposed in
him. Or, in the words of the old Prestonian lecture, it is " a fence or security
against any attack that might be made
upon him, by force or otherwise, to extort
from him any of our Eoyal Secrets."
Spence, in his Polym^tk, (p. 139,) when
describing the moral virtues, says of Fortitude "
may be easily known by her
erect air and military dress, the spear sh^
rests on with one hand, and the sword which
she holds in the other. She has a globe
under her feet; I suppose to show that the
Romans, by means of this virtue, were to
subdue the whole world."

the solid contents 'of the earth below, ''from
the surface to the centre," and the profound
expanse above, "from the earth to the
highest heavens,'' would give to this paral-

forty-seventh problem of Euclid's first book,
which has been adopted as a symbol in the
Master's degree, is thus enunciated: "In

act is performed.

Form

of the liOdge. The form of
a Mason's Lodge is said to be an oblong
square, having its greatest length from east
to west, and its greatest breadth from north
to south. This oblong form of the Lodge
has, I think, a symbolic allusion that has
not been adverted to by any other writer.
If, on a map of the world, we draw lines
which shall circumscribe just that portion
which was known and inhabited at the
time of the building of Solomon's Temple,
these lines, running a short distance north
and south of the Mediterranean Sea, and
extending from Spain to Asia Minor, will
form an oblong square, whose greatest length
will be from east to west, and whose greatest
breadth will be from north to south, as is
shown in the annexed diagram.

;

There is a peculiar fitness in this theory,
which is really only making the Masonic
Lodge a symbol of the world. It must be
remembered that, at the era of the Temple,
the earth was supposed to have the form of
a parallelogram, or " oblong square." Such
a figure inscribed upon a map of the world,
and including only that part of it which
was known in the days of Solomon, would
present just such a square, embracing the
Mediterranean Sea and the countries lying
immediately on its northern, southern, and
eastern borders.

Beyond,

far in the north,
deserts as a place of
darkness, while the pillars of Hercules in
the west, on each side of the Straits of Ga-

would be Cimmerian

des — now Gibraltar — might appropriately

_

:

^e

Forty -Seventh Problem.

The

:

rOKTY
any right-angled

triangle, the square which
described upon the side subtending the
right angle is equal to the squares described
upon the sides which contain the right
angle." Thus, in a triangle whose perpendicular is 3 feet, the square of which is 9,
and whose base is 4 feet, the square of
which is 16, the hypothenuse, or subtending side, will be 5 feet, the square of which
will be 25, which is the sum of 9 and 16.
This interesting problem, on account of its
great utility in making calculations and
drawing plans for buildings, is sometimes
called the " Carpenter's Theorem."
For the demonstration of this problem
the world is indebted to Pythagoras, who,
it is said, was so elated after making the
discovery, that he made an offering of a
hecatomb, or a sacrifice of a hundred
oxen, to the ^ods. The devotion to learning which this religious act indicated in
the mind of the ancient philosopher has
induced Masons to adopt the. problem as a
memento, instructing them to be lovers of
the arts and sciences.
The triangle, whose base is 4 parts, whose
perpendicular is 3, and whose hypothenuse
is 5, and which would exactly serve for a
demonstration of this problem, was, according to Plutarch, a symbol frequently employed by the Egyptian priests, and hence
it is called by M. Jomard, in his Exposition du Systeme Metrique des Anciens EgypIt was, with
iiens, the Egyptian triangle.
the Egyptians, the symbol of universal nature,
the base representing Osiris, or the
male principle; the perpendicular, Isis, or
the female principle ; and the hypothenuse,
Horus, their son, or the produce of the two
principles.
They added that 3 was the
first perfect odd number, that 4 was the
square of 2, the first even number, and
that 5 was the result of 3 and 2.
But the Egyptians made a still more important use of this triangle. It was the
standard of all their measures of extent,
and was applied by them to the building
of the pyramids.
The researches of M.
Jomard, on the Egyptian system of measures, published in the magnificent work of
the French savans on Egypt, has placed us
completely in possession of the uses made
by the Egyptians of this forty-seventh
problem of Euclid, and of the triangle
which formed the diagram by which it was
demonstrated.
If we inscribe within a circle a triangle,
whose perpendicular shall be 300 parts,
whose base "shall be 400 parts, and whose
hypothenuse shall be 500 parts, which, of
course, bear the same proportion to each
other as 3, 4, and 5 then if we let a perpendicular fall from the angle of the perpendicular and base to the hypothenuse,

is

—

;
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and extend it through the hypothenuse to
the circumference of the circle, this chord
or line will be equal to 480 parts, and the
two segments of the hypothenuse, on each
side of it, will be found equal, respectively,
to 180 and 320.
From the point where
this chord intersects the hypothenuse let
another line fall perpendicularly to the
shortest side of the triangle, and this line
will be equal to 144 parts, while the shorter
segment, formed by its junction with the
perpendicular side of the triangle, will be
equal to 108 parts. Hence, we inay derive
the following measures from the diagram
500, 480, 400, 320, 180, 144, and 108, and
all these without the slightest fraction.
Supposing, then, the 500 to be cubits, we
have the measure of the base of the great
pyramid of Memphis. In the 400 cubits
of the base of the triangle we have the

exact length of the Egyptian stadium.
The 320 gives us the exact number of
Egyptian cubits contained in the Hebrew
and Babylonian stadium. The stadium of
Ptolemy is represented by the 480 cubits,,
or length of the line falling from the right
angle to the circumference of the circle,,
The number
through the hypothenuse.
180, which expresses the smaller segment
of the hypothenuse, being doubled, will
give 360 cubits, which will be the stadium
of Cleomedes. By doubling the 144, the
result will be 288 cubits, or the length of
the stadium of Archimedes and by doubling the 108, we produce 216 cubits, or
the precise value of the lesser Egyptian
stadium. In this manner, we obtain from
this triangle all the measures of length
that were in use among the Egyptians;
;

this triangle, whose sides are
equal to 3, 4, and 5, was the very one that
most naturally would be used in demonstrating the forty-seventh problem of Euclid; and since by these three sides the
Egyptians symbolized Osiris, Isis, and Horus, or the two producers and the product,
the very principle, expressed in symbolic
language, which constitutes the terms of
the problem as enunciated by Pythagoras,,
that the sum of the squares of the two sides
will produce the square of the third, we,
have no reason to doubt that the fortyseventh problem was perfectly known to,
the Egyptian priests, and by them communicated to Pythagoras.
Dr. Lardner, in his edition of Euclid,
" Whether we consider the fortysays
seventh proposition with reference to the
peculiar and beautiful relation established
in it, or to its innumerable uses in every
department of mathematical science, or to
its fertility in the consequences derivable
from it, it must certainly be esteemed the
most celebrated and important in the whole

and since

:

.

:
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of the elements, if not in the whole range,
of mathematical science. It is by the influence of this proposition, and that which
establishes the similitude of equiangular
triangles, (in the sixth book,) that geometry has been brought under the dominion
of algebra and it is upon the same principles that the whole science of trigonometry

Amum

ton or four-lettered name of the Jews. i>ut
in Symbolic Masonry this number has no

founded.

"The XXXIId and XLVIIth

proposi.

tions are said to liave been discovered by
Pythagoras, and extraordinary accounts are
given of his exultation upon his first perception of their truth. It is, however, supposed
by some that Pythagoras acquired a knowledge of them in Egypt, and was the first to
make them known in Greece."
Foul. The ballot-box is said to be
" foul" when, in the ballot for the initiation
or advancement of a candidate, one or more
black balls are found in it.

Foundation-stone. This term has
been repeatedly used by Dr. Oliver, and
after him by some other writers, to designate the chief or corner-stone of the Temple or any other building. Thus, Oliver
says, " the Masonic days proper for laying
the foundation-stone of a Mason's Lodge
are from the 15th of April to the 15th of
May ; " evidently meaning the cornerThe usage is an incorrect one.
stone.
The foundation-stone, more properly the
stone of foundation, is very different from
the corner-atone.
Foundation, Sitone of. See Stone
of Foundation.
Fountain. In some of the high degrees a fountain constitutes a part of the
furniture of the initiation. In the science
of symbology, the fountain, as representing
a stream of continually flowing water, is a
symbol of refreshment to the weary and so
it might be applied in the degrees in which
it is found, although there is no explicit
interpretation of it in the ritual, where it
seems to have been introduced rather as an
exponent of the dampness and darkness of
the place which was a refuge for criminals
and a spot fit for crime. Brother Pike refers to the fountain as " tradition, a slender
stream flowing from the Past Into the Present, which, even in the thickest darkness
of barbarism, keeps alive some memory of
the Old Truth in the human heart." But
tiiis beautiful idea is not found in the symbolism as interpreted in the old rituals.
Four. Four is the tetrad or ^uartemary
of the Pythagoreans, and it is a sacrea
number in the high degrees. The Pythagoreans called it a perfect number, and
hence it has been adopted as a sacred number in the degree of Perfect Master. In
many nations of antiquity the name of God
consists of four letters, as the Adad of the
;

,

mans, and pre-eminently the Tetragramma-

;

IS

the
tne

of the Egyptians,
Syrians, the
eEOS of the Greeks, the Deus of the Ro-

special sigaificauce.

Four Crooned Martyrs.

The

legend of "The Four Crowned Martyrs"
should be interesting to Masonic scholars,
because it is one of the few instances, perhaps the only one, in which the church
has been willing to do honor to those old
workers in stone, whose services it readily
secured in the Mediaeval ages, but with
whom, as with their successors the modern
Freemasons, it has always appeared to be
in a greater or less degree of antagonism.
Besides, these humble but true-hearted confessors of the faith of Christianity were
adopted by the Stone-masons of Germany
as the patron saints of Operative Masonry,
just as the two Saints John have been
since selected as the patrons of the Speculative branch of the Institution.
The late Dr. Christian Ehrmann, of
Strasburg,

who

for thirty years

had

de-

voted his attention to this and to kindred
subjects of Masonic archaeology, has supplied us with the most interesting details
of the life and death of the Four Crowned
Martyrs.
The Roman Church has consecrated the
8th of November to the commemoration of
these martyrs, and yearly, on that day,
" Grant, we beseech
offers up the prayer
thee, O Almighty God, that as we have
been informed of the constancy of the glorious martyrs in the profession of 'Ihy
faith, so we may experience their kindness
in recommending us to Thy mercy." The
Roman Breviary of 1474 is more explicit,
and mentions them particularly by name.
It is, therefore, somewhat remarkable,
that, although thus careful in their commemoration, the missals of the church
give us no information of the deeds of these
holy men. It is only from the breviaries
that we can learn anything of the act on
which the commemoration in the calendar
was founded. Of these breviaries, Ehrmann has given full citations from two
the Breviary of Rome, published in 1474,
and the Breviary of Spire, published in
1478. These, with some few extracts from
other books on the subject, have been made
accessible to us by George Kloss, in his interesting work entitled, Freimaurerei in
ihrer wahren Bedeviung, or Freemasonry in
:

its

true Significance.

The Breviarium Romanum

is

much more

complete in its details than the Breviarium
Spirense; and yet the latter contains a few
incidents that are not related in the former.
Both agree in applying to the Four Crowned

:

:
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title of " quadraiarii."
Now
quadratarius, in the Latia of the lower age,
signified a Stone-squarer or a Mason. This
will remind us of the passage in the Book
of Kings, thus translated in the authorized
version "And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, and the stonesquarers."
It is evident from the use of
this word " quadratarii " in the ecclesiastical legends, as well as from the incidents
of the martyrdom itself, that the four martyrs were not simply sculptors, but stonecutters and builders of temples: in other

Martyrs the

:

words, Operative Masons. Nor can we
deny the probability of the supposition;
that they were members of one of those colleges of architects, which afterwards gave
birth to the gilds of the Middle Ages, the
corporations of builders, and through these
to the modern Lodges of Freemasons. Supposing the legend to be true, or even admitting that it is only symbolical, we must
acknowledge that there has been good reason why the Operative Masons should have
selected these martyrs as the patron saints
of their profession.
And now let ua apply ourselves to the
legend. Taking the Soman Breviary as
the groundwork, and only interpolating it
at the proper points with the additional
incidents related in the Breviary of Spire,
we have the following result as the story
of the Four Crowned Martyrs,
In the last quarter of the third century
Diocletian was emperor of the Roman empire.
In his reign commenced that series
of persecutions of the Christian church,
which threatened at one time to annihilate
the new religion, and gave to the period
among Christian writers the name of the
Mrs, of Martyrs. Thousands of Christians,
who refused to violate their consciences by
sacrificing to the heathen gods, became the
victims of the bigotry and intolerance, the
hatred and the cruelty, of the Pagan priests
and the Platonic philosophers; and the
scourge, the cross, or the watery grave
daily testified to the constancy and firmness of the disciples of the prophet of
•Nazareth.
Diocletian had gone to the province of
Pannonia, that he might by his own presence superintend the bringing of metals
and stones from the neighboring mines of
Noricum, wherewith to construct a temple
consecrated to the sun-god, Apollo. Among
the six hundred and twenty-two artisans
whom he had collected together for this
by name Claudius,
purpose were four
Castorius, Symphorianus, and Nichostrasaid to have been distinguished for
tug
their skill as Stone-masons. They had abandoned the old heathen faith and were in

—

—

secret Christians, doing all their

:

work

as

Masons

in the

name
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of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

The Breviary of Spires relates here an
additional occurrence, which is not contained in the Breviary of Borne, and which,
as giving a miraculous aspect to the legend,
must have made it doubly acceptable to the
pious Christians of the fifteenth century,
upon whose religious credulity one could
safely draw without danger of a protest.
It seems that, in company with our four
blessed martyrs, there worked another Mason, one Simplicius, who was also a Mason,
but a heathen. While he was employed
in labor near them, he wondered to see how
much they surpassed in skill and cunning
all the other artisans.
They succeeded in
all that they attempted, while he was unand always breaking his working
At last he approached Claudius, and
to him

fortunate,
tools.

said

"Strengthen, I beseech thee, my tools,
may no longer break."
Claudius took them in his hands, and

that they
said:

" In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
be these tools henceforth strong and faithful to their work."

From

work

this time, Simplicius did his

well, and succeeded in all that he attempted
to do.
Amazed at the change, Simplicius
was continually asking his fellow-workmen
how it was that the tools had been so

strengthened that now they never broke.
At length Claudius replied
" God, who is our Creator, and the Lord
of all things, has made his creatures
:

strong."

Then Simplicius

inquired
"
not this done by the God Zeus?
To this Claudius replied
"Eepent, O my brother, of what thou
hast said, for thou hast blasphemed God,
our Creator, whom alone we worship that
which our own hands have made we do not
recognize as a God."
With these and such sentences they converted Simplicius to the Christian faith,
who, being baptized by Cyrillus, bishop of
Antioch, soon afterwards sufiered martyrdom for his refusal to sacrifice to the Pagan
"

Was

;

gods.

But to return from this episode to the legend of the Four Martyi-s It happened
that one day Diocletian issued an order,
that out of a piece of marble should be con:

structed a noble statue of Apollo sitting in
his

chariot.

And now

all

the

workmen

and the philosophers began to consult on
the subject, and each one had arrived at a
difierent opinion.
And when at length they
huge block of stone, which had

from the Island of Thasos,

it

had found a
been brought
proved that

:

:

:

:

:

:
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;

stratus,

and Simplicius, and said

Why do

ye not hearken to the com-

mands of our devout emperor,
and obey

Diocletian,

his will."

And

Claudius answered and said
" Because we cannot offend our Creator
:

and commit a

sin,

whereof we should be

found guilty in his sight."

Then

said the philosophers
this it appears that
Christians."
And Claudius replied
" Truly we are Christians."
:

"From

:

—

:
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the marble was not fit for the statue which
Diocletian had commanded and now began a great war of words between the masters of the work and the philosophers. But
one day the whole of the artisans, six hundred and twenty-two in number, with five
philosophers, came together, that they
might examine the defects and the veins
of the stone, and there arose a still more
wonderful contest between the workmen
and the philosophers.
Then began the philosophers to rail
against Claudius, Symphorianus, Nicho"

:

you are

Hereupon the philosophers chose other

As soon as Diocletian had expressed his
admiration of the statue of Esculapius, the
philosopher said

know that these
majesty has praised for
in Masonry, namely, Claudius,

"Most mighty

Csesar,

men whom your
their skill

Symphorianus, Nichostratus, and Castorius,
are Christians, and by magic spells or incantations

make men obedient

to

their

will."

Then

said Diocletian :
" If they have violated the laws, and if
your accusations be true, let them suffer the
punishment of sacrilege."
But Diocletian, in consideration of their
skill, sent for the Tribune Lampadius, and
said to him
" If they refuse to offer sacrifice to the

sun-god Apollo, then let them be scourged
with scorpions. But if they are willing to
do so, then treat them with kindness."
For five days sat Lampadius in the same
place, before the temple of the sun-god,
and called on them by the proclamation of
the herald, and showed them many dreadflil
things, and all sorts of instruments for the
punishment of martyrs, and then he said to

Masons, and caused them to make a statue them
" Hearken to me and avoid the doom of
of Esculapius out of the stone which had
been rejected, which, after thirty-one days, martyrs, and be obedient to the mightythey finished and presented to the philoso- prince, and ofier a sacrifice to the sun-godf,
phers. These then informed the emperor for no longer can I speak to you in gentle
that the statue of Esculapius was finished, words."
when he ordered it to be brought before
But Claudius replied for himself and for
him for inspection. But as soon as he saw his companions with great boldness
" This let the Emperor Diocletian know
it he was greatly astonished, and said
" This is a proof of the skill of these men, that we truly are Christians, and never can
who receive my approval as sculptors."
depart from the worship of our God."
It is very apparent that this, like all
Thereupon the Tribune Lampadius, beother legends of the church, is insufficient coming enraged, caused them to be stripped
in its details, and that it leaves many links and to be scourged with scorpions, while a
in the chain of the narrative to be supplied herald, by proclamation, announced that
by the fancy or the judgment of the read- this was done because they had disobeyed
ers.
It is equally evident from what has the commands of the emperor.
In the
already been said, in connection with what same hour Lampadius, being seized by an
is subsequently told, that the writer of the
evil spirit, died on his seat of judgment.
legend desired to make the impression that
As soon as the wife and the domestics of
it was through the influence of Claudius
Lampadius heard of his death, they ran
and the other Christian Masons that the with great outcries to the palace. Dioclerest of the workmen were persuaded that tian, when he had learned what had hap.the Thasian stone was defective and unfit pened, ordered four leaden coffins to be
for the use of a sculptor that this was done made, and that
Claudius and his tJiree
by them because tney were unwilling to companions being placed therein alive
engage in the construction of the statue of they should be thrown into the river Dana Pagan god that this was the cause of the ube. This order Nicetius, the assistant of
controversy between the workmen and the Lampadius, caused to be obeyed, and thus
philosophers that the latter denied the de- the faithful Masons suffered the penalty
fectiveness of the stone and, lastly, that and gained the crown of martyrdom.
they sought to prove its fitness by causing
There are some legend books which give
other Masons, who were not Christians, to the names of the Four Crowned Martyrs as
make out of it a statue of Esculapius. Severus, Severianus, Carpophorus, and VioThese explanations are necessary to an un- torinus, and others again which speak of
derstanding of the legend, which proceeds five confessors who, a few years afterwards,
aa follows
suffered martyrdom for remsing to sacrifice

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

:
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to tlie Pagan gods, and whose names being
at the time unknown, Pope Melchiades
caused them to be distinguished in the
church calendar as the Four Crowned
Martyrs an error, says Jacob de Voragine,
which, although subsequently discovered,
was never corrected. But the true legend
of the Four Crowned Martyrs is that which
has been given above from the best authority, the Roman Breviary of 1474.
"On the other side of the Esquiline,"
says Mrs. Jameson, (in her Sacred and Legendary Art, vol. ii., p. 624,) "and on the
road leading from the Coliseum to the Lateran, surmounting a heap of sand and
ruins, we come to the church of the 'Quattro Coronati,' the Four Crowned Brothers.
On this spot, sometime in the fourth century, were found the bodies of four men
who had suffered decapitation, whose names

Records, whose date is variously traced
from the end of the fourteenth to the middle
of the fifteenth century, under the title of
"ars quatuor coronatorum," gives a rather
copious detail of the legend, which is here
inserted with only those slight alterations
of its antiquated phraseology which are
necessary to render it intelligible to modern
readers, although in doing so the rhyme of
the original is somewhat destroyed

:

;

;

being then unknown, they were merely distinguished as CoEONATi, crowned ^that is,
with the crown of martyrdom."
There is great obscurity and confusion in
the history of these.
Their church, Mrs. Jameson goes on to
say, is held in particular respect by the
builders and stone-cutters of Rome. She
has found allusion to these martyr Masons
not only in Roman art, but in the old sculpture and stained glass of Germany. Their

—

effigies,

she

by the

fact,

are easily distinguished
that they stand in a row, bearing palms, with crowns upon their heads
and various Masonic implements at their
feet
such as the rule, the square, the maltells us,

—

and the chisel.
They suffered on the 8th of November,
287, and hence in the Roman Catholic mislet,

sal that
oration.

day

is

dedicated to their

From

commem-

their profession as Stone-

masons and from the pious firmness with
which they refused, at the cost of their lives,
to consecrate their skill in their art to the

Pagan temples, they have
been adopted by the Stone-masons of Germany as the Patron Saints of Operative Ma-

construction of

Thus the

oldest regulation of the
Stone-masons of Strasburg, which has the
date of the year 1459, commences with the
following invocation: "In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, and of our gracious Mother Mary,
and also of her Blessed Servants, the Four
Crowned Martyrs of everlasting memory."
Such allusions are common in the German
sonry.

Masonic documents of the Middle Agea.
is true, however, that the English Masons ceased at a later period to refer in
their constitutions to those martyrs, although
they undoubtedly borrowed many of their
usages from Germany. Yet the Halliwell
Manuscript of the Constitutions of Masonry, one of the oldest of the English

It

" Pray

And
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we now
to

to God Almighty,
His Mother, Mary bright.
articles here

That we may keep these

And

these points well altogether,
those holy martyrs four
That were in this Craft of great honor.
They were as good Mason as on earth shall go,

As did

Gravers and image makers they were
For they were workmen of the best,

The emperor had them

also.

in great liking;

He invoked them an

image to make,
That might be worshiped for his sake;
Such idols he had in his day
To turn the people from Christ's law,
But they were steadfast in Christ's religion

And

to their Craft,

without denial

They loved well God and

all his doctrines,

And were in his service evermore.
True men they were, in that day.
And lived well in God's law
They

resolved no idols for to make,
For no good that they might take
;

To believe on that idol for their god.
They would not do so, though he were mad,
For they would not forsake their true faith.

And

believe on his false religion.

The emperor caused to take them at once
And put them in a deep prison.
The sorer he punished them in that place.
The more joy was to them of Christ's grace.
Then when he saw no other way,
To death he caused them to go.

Who so

will of their life more know.
the book he may it learn,
In the legends of the saints.
The names of the four crowned ones.

By

Their feast will be, without denial.
After All Hallows, the eighth day."

The devotion of these saints, which led
to the introduction of their legend into an
ancient Constitution of Masonry, shows
how much they were reverenced by the
Craft.
In fact, the Four Crowned Martyrs
were to the Stone-cutters of Germany and
to the earlier Operative Masons of England
what St. John the Baptist and St. John the
Evangelist became to their successors, the
Speculative Freemasons of the eighteenth
century.
Fourfold Cord. In the ritual of the
Past Master's degree in this country we
twofold
find the following expression : "
cord is strong, a threefold cord is stronger,
but a fourfold cord is not easily broken."
The expression is taken from a Hebrew
proverb which is to be found in the book
of Ecclesiastes, (iv. 12 :) " And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him

A
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and a threefold cord

is

FRANCE

not easily broken."

The form of the Hebrew proverb has been
necessarily changed to suit the symbolism
of the degree.
Fourteen. It is only necessary to

remind the well-informed Mason of the
fourteen days of burial mentioned in the
legend of the third degree. Now, this period of fourteen was not, in the opinion
of Masonic symbologists, an arbitrary selection, but was intended to refer to or
symbolize the fourteeji days Of lunary darkness, or decreasing light, which intervene
between the full moon and its continued
decrease until the end of the lunar month.
In the Egyptian mysteries, the body of
Odiris is said to have been cut into fourteen
pieces by Typhon, and thrown into the
Plutarch, speaking of this in his
Nile.
treatise On Isis and Osiris, thus explains
the symbolism of the number fourteen,
which comprises the Masonic idea " The
body of Osiris was cut," says Plutarch,
" into fourteen pieces that is, into as many
parts as there are days between the full
moon and the new. This circumstance has
reference to the gradual diminution of the
lunary light during the fourteen days that
follow the full moon. The moon, at the
end of fourteen days, enters Taurus, and
becomes united to the sun, from whom she
collects fire upon her disk during the fourteen days which follow. She is then found
every month in conjunction with him in
the superior parts of the signs. The equinoctial year finishes at the moment when
the sun and moon are found united with
Orion, or the star of Orus, a constellation
placed under Taurus, which unites itself
to tlie Neomenia of spring.
The moon
renews herself in Taurus, and a few days
afterwards is seen, in the form of a crescent, in the following sign, that is, Gemini,
the home of Mercury. Then Orion, united
to the sun in the attitude of a formidable
:

"

;

warrior, precipitates Scorpio, his rival, into

the shades of night for he sets every time
Orion appears above the horizon.
The
day becomes lengthened, and the germs of
evil are by degrees destroyed.
It is thus
that the poet Nonnus pictures to us Typhon
conquered at the end of winter, when the
sun arrives in Taurus, and when Orion
mounts into the heavens with him."
France. The early history of Masonry in France is, from the want of authentic documents, in a state of much
uncertainty. Kloss, in his Oeschichte der
Freimaurerei in Frankreich, (vol. !., p. 14,)
says, in reference to the introduction of
Freemasonry into that kingdom, that the
earliest date of any certainty is 1725.
Yet
he copies the statement of the S^au Rompu,
a work published in 1745,
that the ear;

—

—

recognized date of its introduction is
1718; and the Abbe Robin says that nothing of it is to be found farther back than
liest

1720.

Lalande, the great astronomer, was the
author of the article on Freemasonry in the
Encyclopedie Methodique, and his account
has been generally recognized as authentic
by succeeding writers. According to him,
Lord Derwentwater, the Chevalier Maskeleyne, Mr. Heguetty, and some other Englishmen, (the names being corrupted, of
course, according to French usage,) foucded,
in 1725, the first Lodge in Paris. It was
held at the house of an English confectioner named Hure, in the Rue de Boucheries.
In ten years the number of Lodges
in Paris had increased to six, and there
were several also in the provincial towns..

As the first Paris Lodge had been opened
by Lord Derwentwater, he was regarded as
the Grand Master of the French Masons,
without any formal recognition on the part
of the brethren, at least until 1736, wnen
the six Lodges of Paris formally elected
Lord Harnouester as Provincial Grand Master; in 1738, he was succeeded by the Duke
D'Antin; and on the death of the Duke, in
1743, the Count de Clermont was elected to

supply his place.
Organized Freemasonry in France dates
its existence from this latter year.
In
1735, the Lodges of Paris had petitioned
the Grand Lodge of England for the establishment of a Provincial Grand Lodge,
which, on political grounds, had been refused.
In 1743, however, it was granted,
and the Provincial Grand Lodge of France
was constituted under the name of the
"Grand Loge Anglaise de France." The
Grand Master, the Count de Clermont, was,
however, an inefficient officer anarchy and
confusion once more invaded the Fraternity the authority of the Grand Lodge
was prostrated; and the establishment of
Mother Lodges in the provinces, with the
original intention of superintending the
proceedings of the distant provincial Lodges,
instead of restoring harmony, as was vainly
expected, widened still more the breach.
For, assuming the rank and exercising the
functions of Grand Lodges, they ceased aU
correspondence with the metropolitan body,
;

;

and became in fact its rivals.
Under these circumstances, the Grand
Lodge declared itself independent of England in 1756, and assumed the title of the
"National Grand Lodge of France." It
recognized only the three degrees of
prentice, Fellow Craft,

Ap-

and Master Mason,

and was composed of the grand officers to
be elected out of the body of the Fraternity, and of the Masters for life of the Parisian Lodges ; thus formally excluding the

PRANCE
provincial Lodges from

FRANCE

any participation in

the government of the Graft.
But the proceedings of this body were
not less stormy than those of its predecesThe Count de Clermont appointed, in
sor.
succession, two deputies, both of whom had
been displeasing to the Fraternity. The
last, Lacorne, was a man of such low origin
and rude manners, that the Grand Lodge
refused to meet him as their presiding
Irritated at this pointed disrespect,
officer.
he sought in the taverns of Paris those
Masters who had made a traffic of initiations, but who, heretofore, had submitted to
the control, and been checked by the authority of, the Grand Lodge.
From among
them he selected officers devoted to his service, and undertook a complete reorganization of the Grand Lodge.
The retired members, however, protested
against these illegal proceedings; and in
the subsequent year, the Grand Master consented to revoke the authority he had bestowed upon Lacorne, and appointed as his
deputy, M. Chaillou de Jonville. The respectable members now returned to their
seats in the Grand Lodge ; and in the triennial election which took place in June,
1765, the officers who had been elected during the Deputy Grand Mastership of LaThe displaced
corne were all removed.
officers protested, and published a defamatory memoir on the subject, and were iu
consequence expelled from Masonry by the
Grand Lodge. Ill feeling on both sides
was thus engendered, and carried to such a
height, that, at one of the communications
of the Grand. Lodge, the expelled brethren,
attempting to force their way in, were resisted witn violence.
The next day the
lieutenant of police issued an edict, forbidding the future meetings of the Grand
Lodge.
The expelled party, however, still conThe Count de
tinued their meetings.
Clermont died in 1771 and the excluded
brethren having invited the Duke of Chartres (afterwards Duke of Orleans) to the
Grand Mastership, he accepted the appointment. They now offered to unite with the
Grand Lodge, on condition that the latter
would revoke the decree of expulsion. The
proposal was accepted, and the Grand Lodge
went once more into operation.
Another union took place, which has
since considerably influenced the character
of French Masonry. During the troubles
of the preceding years. Masonic bodies
were instituted in various parts of the kingdom, which professed to confer degrees of
a higher nature than those belonging to
;

Craft Masonry,

and which have since been

known by the name of the High Degrees,

These Chapters assumed a right to

2M

19

289

organize and control Symbolic or Blue
Lodges, and this assumption had been a
fertile source of controversy between them
and the Grand Lodge. By the latter body
they had never been recognized, but the

Lodges under their direction had often been
declared irregular, and their members exThey now, however, demanded a
pelled.
recognition, and proposed, if their request
was complied with, to bestow the government of the "hautes grades" upon the
same person who was at the head of the
Grand Lodge. The compromise was made,
the recognition was decreed, and the Duke
of Chartres was elected Grand Master of
all the Councils, Chapters, and Scotch
Lodges of France.
But peace was not yet restored. The
party wno had been expelled, moved by a
of revenge for the disgrace formerly
on them, succeeded in obtaining
the appointment of a committee which was
empowered to prepare a new Constitution.
All the Lodges of Paris and the provinces
were requested to appoint deputies, who
were to form a convention to take the new
Constitution into consideration. This convention, or, as they called it. National Assembly, met at Paris in December, 1771.
The Duke of Luxemburg presided, and on
the twenty-fourth of that month the Ancient Grand Lodge of France was declared
extinct, and in its place another substituted,
with the title of Grand Orient de France.
Notwithstanding the declaration of extinction by the National Assembly, the
Grand Lodge continued to meet and to
exercise its functions. Thus the Fraternity
of France continued to be harassed, by the
bitter contentions of these rival bodies, until
the commencement of the revolution coinpelledboth the Grand Orient and the Grand
spirit

inflicted

Lodge

to

suspend their labors.

On

the restoration of civil order, both
bodies resumed their operations, but the
Grand Lodge had been weakened by the
death of many of the perpetual Masters,
who had originally been attached to it and
a better spirit arising, the Grand Lodge
was, by a solemn and mutual declaration,
united to the Grand Orient on the 28th of
June, 1799.
Dissensions, however, continued to arise
between the Grand Orient and the different
Chapters of the- high degrees. Several of
those bodies had at various periods given in
their adhesion to the Grand Orient, and
again violated the compact of peace. Finally, the Grand Orient, perceiving that
the pretensions of the Scotch Rite Masons
would be a perpetual source of disorder, decreed on the 16th of September, 1805, that
the Supreme Council of the thirty-third degree should thenceforth become an inde~
;

;
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pendent body, with the power to confer
warrants of constitution for all the degrees
superior to the eighteenth, or Rose Croix
while the Chapters of that and the inferior
degrees were placed under the exclusive
control of the Grand Orient.
But the concordat was not faithfully observed by either party, and dissensions continued to exist with intermittent and unsuccessful attempts at reconciliation, which
was, however, at last effected in some sort in
1841. The Masonic obedience of France is
now divided between the two bodies, and
the Grand Orient and the Supreme Council
now both exist as independent powers in
French Masonry. The constant tendency
of the former to interfere in the administration of other countries would fiirnish an
unpleasant history for the succeeding thirty
years, at last terminated by the remsal of
all the Grand Lodges in the United States,
and some in Europe, to hold further Masonic communication with it; a breach
which every good Mason must desire to see
eventually healed. One of the most extraordinary acts of the Grand Orient of France
has been the recent abolition of the office of
Grand Master, the duties being performed by
the President of the Council of the Order.
Francis II., Emperor of Germany,
was a bitter enemy of Freemasonry. In
1789, he ordered all the Lodges in his dominions to be closed, and directed all civil
and military functionaries to take an oath
never to unite with any secret society, under
pain of exemplary punishment and destitution of office. In 1794, he proposed to
the diet of Eatiabon the suppression of
the Freemasons, the lUuminati, and all
other secret societies.

The

diet, controlled

by the influence of Prussia, Brunswick, and
Hanover, refused to accede to the proposition, replying to the emperor that he might
interdict the Lodges in his own states, but
that others claimed Germanic liberty.
In
1801, he renewed his opposition to secret
societies, and especially^ to the Masonic
Lodges, and all civil, military, and ecclesiastical functionaries were restrained from
taking any part in them under the penalty
of forfeiting their

offices.

Franckcn, Henry A.

The

first

Deputy Inspector General appointed by

as the first propagator of the
in the United States.

high degrees

Franc - Hfla^on, Franc - Ma^onThe French names of Freemason
and of Freemasonry. The construction of
these words is not conformable to the genius
or the idiom of the French language, which
would more properly employ the terms
"MaQon libre," and "MaQonnerie libre;"
and hence Laurens, in his Easais hisioriques
nerle.

et critiques sur la Franc-Mago-nnerie, adduces
their incorporation into the language as an
evidence that the Institution in France was
derived directly from England, the words
being a literal and unidiomatic translation
of the English titles. But he blunders in

supposing that Franc-Mason and FrancMasonry are any part of the English language.

Frankfort-on-thc-Main. A Provincial Grand Lodge was established in this
city, in 1766, by the Grand Lodge of England.
In the dissensions which soon after
prevailed among the Masons of Germany,
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Frankfort,
not finding itself supported by its mother

Grand Lodge, declared

itself independent
Since 1825, it has worked under
the title of the " Grand Lodge of the Eclectic Union of Freemasons."
Franklin, Benjamin. This sage
and patriot was born in the city of Boston,
Massachusetts, on tlie 6th of January, 1706.
Of the time and place of his initiation as a

in 1782.

Freemason we have no positive evidence;
was, however, certainly anterior to the
year 1734, and he was probably made a
Mason in England during a temporary visit
which he paid to that country. On the 24th
of June, 1734, a petition was signed by himself and several brethren residing at Philadelphia, and presented to the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, praying for a Constitution
to hold a Lodge in that city.
The prayer
of the petition was granted, and Franklin
was appointed the first Master. " He was,"
says C. W. Moore, " probably invested with
special powers, for we find that in November following he affixes to his name the
title of
Grand Master of Pennsylvania.' "
it

'

[F-eemasoris Magazine, vol. v., 105.)
In
November, 1734, Franklin applied to Henry
Price, who had received from England authority to establish Masonry in this country,
for a confirmation of those powers conferred
by the first deputation or warrant. It is
probable that tne request was granted, although I can find no record of the fact.
In 1734, Franklin edited an edition of Anderson's Constitutions, which was probably the first Masonic work published in

Stephen Morin, under his commission from
the Emperors of the East and West.
Francken received his degrees and his appointment at Kingston, Jamaica.
The
date is not known, but it must have been
between 1762 and 1767. Francken soon
afterwards repaired to the United States,
where he gave the appointment of a Deputy
to Moses M. Hayes, at Boston, and organ- America.
ized a council of Princes of Jerusalem at
While Franklin was in France as the
Albany. He may, I think, be considered Ambassador from this country, he appears

:

:
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to have taken much interest in Masonry.
He affiliated with the celebrated Lodge of
the Nine Sisters, of which Lalande, Court
de Gebelin, and other celebrities of French

Lodges under the obedience of the National
Grand Lodge, he proposed a new system,
to consist of five degrees, namely, the three
symbolic, and two more as complements or
illustrations of the third, which he called
JElect Master and Supreme Elect Master.
Some few Lodges adopted this new system,
but most of them rejected it. The Grand
Chapter, whose existence it had attacked,
denounced it. The Lodges practising it in
Belgium were dissolved in 1830, but a few
of them probably still remain in Holland.
The full rituals of the two supplementary
degrees are printed in the second volume
oi Hermes, and an attentive perusal of them
does not give an exalted idea of the inven-

literature, were members. He took a prominent part in the initiation of Voltaire, and
on his death acted as Senior Warden of the
Lodge of Sorrow held in his memory. The
Lodge of Nine Sisters held Franklin in such
esteem that it struck a medal in his honor,
of which a copy, supposed to be the only
one now in existence, belongs to the Provincial Grand Lodge of Mecklenburg.
term
Frater. Latin, Brother.
borrowed from the monks by the Military
Orders of the Middle Ages, and applied by
the members to each other. It is constantly employed in England by the Masonic
Knights Templars, and is beginning to be
adopted, although not very generally, in
the United States. When speaking of two
or more, it is an error of ignorance, sometimes committed, to call them /raters. The

A

correct plural

is fraires.

Fraternally.

The usual mode of

subscription to letters written by one Mason to another is, " I remain, fraternally,
yours."
Fraternity. The word was originally
used to designate those associations formed
in the Roman Catholic Church for the pursuit of special religious and ecclesiastical
purposes, such as the nursing of the sick,
the support of the poor, the practice of particular devotions, etc.
They do not date
earlier than the thirteenth century.
The
name was subsequently applied to secular
associations, such as the Freemasons. The
word is only a Latin form of the AngloSaxon Brotherhood.
In the earliest lectures of the last century
we find the word fraternity alluded to in
the following formula
" Q. How many particular points pertain to a Freemason?
"A. Three: Fraternity, Fidelity, and
Taciturnity.
" Q. What do they represent?

"A. Brotherly Love,

Relief,

and Truth

among all Right Masons."
Fraternize. To recognize
brother

;

as
to associate with Masonically.

Frederick of IVassau.

a

Prince

Frederick, son of the king of the Netherlands, was for many years the Grand Master
of the National Grand Lodge of that kingdom. He was ambitious of becoming a
Masonic reformer, and in addition to his
connection with the Charter of Cologne, an
account of which has been given under
that head, he attempted, in 1819, to introduce a new Rite. He denounced the high
degrees as being contrary to the true intent
of Masonry and in a circular to all the
;
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tive genius of the Prince.

Frederick the Oreat.

Frederick
king of Prussia, surnamed the Great,
was born on the 24th of January, 1712, and
died on the 17th of August, 1786, at the
age of seventy-four years and a few months.
He was initiated as a Mason, at Brunswick,
on the night of the 14th of August, 1738,
not quite two years before he ascended the
II.,

throne.
In English,
initiation,

we have two accounts

of this

— one by Campbell, in his work on

Frederick the Oreat and his Times, and the
other by Carlyle in his History of Frederick
the Second. Both are substantially the same,
because both are merely translations of the
original account given by Bielfeld in his
Freundschaftliche Briefe, or Familiar Letters.
The Baron von Bielfeld was, at the
time, an intimate companion of the Prince,
and was present at the initiation.
Bielfeld tells us that in a conversation
which took place on the 6th of August at
Loo, (but Carlyle corrects him as to time
and pJace, and says it probably occurred at
Minden, on the 17th of July,) the institution of Freemasonry had been enthusiastically lauded by the Count of Lippe Buckeburg. The Crown Prince soon after privately expressed to the Count his wish to
join the society. Of course, this wish was
The necessary furniture
to be gratified.
and assistance for conferring the degrees
were obtained from the Lodge at Hamburg.
Bielfeld gives an amusing account of the
embarrassments which were encountered in
passing the chest containing the Masonic
implements through the custom-house

without detection.

Campbell, quoting from

Bielfeld, says

"The whole of the 14th (August) was
spent in preparations for the Lodge, and at
twelve at night the Prince Royal arrived,
accompanied by Count Wartenslefen, a
captain in the king's regiment at Potsdam.
The Prince introduced him to us as a candidate whom he very warmly recommended,
and begged that he might be admitted im-

:
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mediately after himself. At the same time, by a festival, the King's birthday, on which
he desired that he might be treated like occasion Frederick wrote the following
any private individual, and that none of letter, which, as it is the only printed decthe usual ceremonies might be altered on laration of his opinion of Freemasonry
his account. Accordingly, he was admitted that is now extant, is well worth copying
in the customary form, and I could not suf"I cannot but be sensible of the new
ficiently admire his fearlessness, his com- homage of the Lodge 'Royal York of
posure, and his address.
After the double Friendship on the occasion of the annireception, a Lodge was held.
All was over versary of my birth, bearing, as it does, the
by four in the morning, and the Prince re- evidence of its zeal and attachment for my
turned to the ducal palace, apparently as person. Its orator has well expressed the
well pleased with us as we were charmed sentiments which animate all its labors;
with nim."
and a society which employs itself only in
Of the truth of this account there never sowing the seed and bringing forth the
has been any doubt. Frederick the Great fruit of every kind of virtue in my dominwas certainly a Mason. But Carlyle, in his ions may always be assured of my protec" The Crown tion. It is the glorious task of every good
us,ual sarcastic vein, adds
Prince prosecuted his Masonry at Reins- sovereign, and I will never cease to filial it.
berg or elsewhere, occasionally, for a year or And so I pray God to take you and your
two, but was never ardent in it, and very Lodge under his holy and deserved prosoon after his accession left oflF altogether. tection. Potsdam, this 14th of February,
'

:

....

A

Royal Lodge was established at
which the new king consented to
be patron but he never once entered the
palace, and only his portrait (a wel comely
good one, still to be found there) presided
Berlin, of

;

over the mysteries of that establishment."
Now how much of truth with the sarcasm, and how much of sarcasm without
the truth, there is in this remark of Carlyle,
is just what the Masonic world is bound to
discover.
Until further light is thrown
upon the subject by documentary evidence
from the Prussian Lodges, the question cannot be definitely answered. But what is
the now known further Masonic history of
Frederick ?
Bielfeld tells us that the zeal of the
Prince for the Fraternity induced him to
invite the Baron Von Oberg and himself
to Reinsberg, where, in 1739, they founded
a Lodge, into which Keyserling, Jordan,
Moolendorf, Queis, and Fredersdorf (Fred-

1777.

— Frederick."

In the circular issued by the Supreme Council of Sovereign Inspectors from Charleston, South Carolina, on the 10th of October,
1802, it is stated that " on the first of May,
1786, the Grand Constitution of the thirtythird degree, called the Supreme Council
of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, was
finally ratified by his Majesty the King of
Prussia, who, as Grand Commander of the
Order of Prince of the Royal Secret, possessed the sovereign Masonic power over all
the Craft. In the new Constitution, this
high power was conferred on a Supreme
Council of nine brethren in each nation,
who possess all the Masonic prerogatives,
in their own district, that his Majesty individually possessed, and are sovereigns of

Masonry."
The "Livre d'Or" of the Supreme Council of France contains a similar statement,
but with more minute details. It says that
on the 1st of May, 1786, Frederick II., King
erick's valet) were admitted.
Bielfeld is again our authority for stating of Prussia, caused the high degrees and
that on the 20th of June, 1740, King Fred- Masonic Constitutions of the Ancient Rite
He added eight degrees to
for he had then ascended the throne to be revived.
erick

— held— a Lodge

at Charlottenburg, and, as

Master in thecnair, initiated Prince William
of Prussia, his brother, the Margrave
Charles of Brandenburg, and Frederick
William, Duke of Holstein. The Duke of
Holstein was seven years afterwards elected
Adjutant Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of the Three Globes at Berlin.
We hear no more of Frederick's Masonry
in the printed records until the 16th of
July, 1774j when he granted his protection
to the National Grand Lodge of (lermany,
and officially approved of the treaty with

the Grand Lodge of England, by which the
National Grand Lodge was established. In
the year 1777, the Mother Lodge " Royal
York of Friendship," at Berlin, celebrated,

the twenty-five already recognized in Prussia, and founded a Supreme Council of
thirty-three degrees, of which he himself
constructed the regulations in eighteen
articles.

It must not be concealed that the truth
of these last statements has been controverted; not, however, by positive evidence,

but simply on grounds of probability. Lenning denies it, because he says that Frederick had, for the last fifteen years of his
life, abandoned all direct and indirect activity in Masonry; and he adds, that he
was said to be decidedly opposed to the
high degrees because, in common with

many of the respectable brethren and
Lodges of Germany, he thought that he
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in them the root of all the corruptions
in Masonry, and the seed of the discord
which existed between different Lodges and
systems. But for this assertion of the King's
antipathy to the high degrees, Lenning
gives no other authority than indefinite re-

his guilt, and to ask forgiveness, on which
conditions, as a Mason, he consented to
Eardon and forget the offence. Wallgrave,
owever, did not avail himself of the fraternal offer; when the monarch, expressing
his regret at the conviction that no Masonic sentiment could prevail even among so
small a number as composed that Lodge,
closed it, and laid down the gavel, which

saw

report.

Beghellini (t. 2, p. 263,) says that the
ojjponents of the Ancient and Accepted
Kite had denied that Frederick could have
had anything to do with the establishment
of the Constitutions of May, 1786, because
the King, although the protector of the
Order, had never been either its Chief or
its

Grand Master and because
;

it

was im-

possible for him to have approved of any
Masonic regulations, since he had not been
able, in consequence
of severe illness,
to attend to the affairs of his kingdom for
eleven months before his death, which took
place in August, 1786.
The idea that Frederick never had been

Grand Master of the Prussian Lodges
seems to be inferred from a passage in Mirabeau's Mistoire de la Monarchie Prussienne,
which is in the following words " It is a
freat pity that Frederick XL never carried
:

become the Grand
Master of the German, or at least of the
Prussian, Lodges. His power would have
been greatly increased, and perhaps many
of his' military enterprises would have
taken another turn, if he had never been
is

zeal so far

a:s

to

embroiled with the superiors of this association." Mirabeau acknowledges himself
to be indebted for this remark to Fischer's
Oesohide Friedericks II.
But I look in
vain in Thory, or any other historians of
Masonry, for an account of those embroil-

ments of which Fischer, and Mirabeau

after

him, have spoken.
That Frederick did not, in his latter days,
take that active interest in Masonry which
had distinguished the beginning of his
reign, although he always continued to be
partial to the Institution, is attempted to
be accounted for by the author of a German
work entitled Erwinia. I am not acquainted with the book but an extract from it
was published several years ago by that
;

distinguished Masonic antiquary, Giles F.
Yates, in the Boston Magazine. It seems,
from the anecdote there related, that Gen.
Wallgrave, an officer of distinction, and
one of the members of a select Lodge in
Berlin over which Frederick had presided
for many years, had been guilty of treasonable practices, which became known to his
Master. While the Lodge was in session,
the King communicated the fact that one
of the brethren, whose name he did not
disclose, had violated the laws of the Order
and of the State. He called upon him to
make a full confession, in open Lodge, of
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he never afterwards resumed, and Wallgrave was subsequently punished.
The
author adds, that from the moment Frederick had been thus forced to break the ties
which bound him to a brother Mason he
ceased to engage in the active work of a
Lodge. But this did not induce him to
dissolve his connection with the Order,
which, to the day of his death, he never
ceased to honor, and to extend to it his
protection and patronage.

The evidence of the connection of Frederick with the Institution in his latter days,
and of his organization of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, are, it must be
confessed, derived only from the assertions
made in the Grand Constitutions of 1786,

and from the statements of the earliest
bodies that have received and recognized
these Constitutions. If the document is
not authentic, and if those who made the
statements here have been mistaken or been
dishonest, then the proof of Frederick's inand labors in Masonry must fall to
the ground. Yet, on the other side, the
oppugners of the theory that in May, 1786,
the King signed the Constitutions, which
fact alone would be sufficient to establish
his Masonic character,
have been able to
bring forward in support of their denial
little more than mere conjecture, and, in
some instances, perversions of acknowledged
history.
Brother Albert Pike, in the edition of the Grand Constitutions which he
prepared for the use of the Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction, and published in 1872, has most thoroughly investigated this subject with the learning of
a scholar and the acumen of a lawyer.
While unable to advance any new facts, he
has collected all the authorities, and has,
by the most irrefragable arguments, shown
that the conclusions of those who deny the
authenticity of the Constitutions of 1786,
and Frederick's connection with them, are
illogical, and are sustained only by false
Brother
statements and wild conjecture.
Pike very candidly says
" There is no doubt that Frederick came
to the conclusion that the great pretensions
of Masonry in the blue degrees were mereHe ridiculed
ly imaginary and deceptive.
the Order, and thought its ceremonies mere
child's play; and some of his sayings to
But htthat efiect have been preserved.
terest

—

—

:

:
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does not at all follow that he might not at
a later day have found it politic to put
himself at the head of an Order that had
become a power; and, adopting such of the
degrees as were not objectionable, to reject
all that were of dangerous tendency, that
had fallen into the hands of the Jesuits, or
been engrafted on the Order by the Illuminati."
It is evident that the question of what
active part Frederick tools; in the aifairs of

Masonry is not yet settled. Those who
claim him as having been, to within a short
period before his death, an active patron
of and worker in the Order, attempt to sustain their position by the production of
certain documents. Those who deny that
position assert that those documents have
been forged. Yet it must be admitted that
the proofs of forgery that have been offered
are not such as in an ordinary criminal
trial

would

satisfy

a jury.

Frederick William III.

King

of Prussia, and, although not a Freemason,
a generous patron of the Order. On December 29, 1797, he wrote to the Lodge
Royal York of Friendship, at Berlin, these
words: "I have never been initiated, as
every one knows, but I am far from conceiving the slightest distrust of the intentions of the members of the Lodge. I believe that its design is noble, and founded
on the cultivation of virtue that its methods
are legitimate, and that every political tendency is banished from its operations.
Hence, I shall take pleasure in manifesting
on all occasions my good-will and my affection to the Lodge Eoyal York of Friendship, as well as to every other Lodge in my
dominions." In a similar tone of kindness
towards Masonry, he wrote three months
afterwards to Fessler. And when he issued,
October 20, 1798, an edict forbidding'secret
societies, he made a special exemption in
favor of the Masonic Lodges. To the time
of his death, he was always the avowed
friend of the Order.
Free. The word " free,'' in connection
with " Mason," originally signified that the
person so called was free of the company or
gild of incorporated Masons.
For those
operative Masons who were not thus made
free of the gild, were not permitted to work
with those who were. A similar regulation
still exists in many parts of Europe, although it is not known to this country.
The term appears to have been first thus
used in the tenth century, when the travelling Freemasons were incorporated by the
Roman Pontiff. See Travelling Freemasons.
In reference to the other sense oi free as
meaning not bound, not in captivity, it is a
rule of Masonry that no one can be initiated
who is at the time restrained of his liberty.
;

The Grand Lodge of England extends
this doctrine, that Masons should be free in
all their thoughts and actions, so far, that
it will not permit the initiation of a candi-

date who is only temporarily in a place of
confinement. In the year 1782, the Master
of the Royal Military Lodge at Woolwich

being confined, most probably for debt, in
the King's Bench prison, at London, the
Lodge, which was itinerant in its character
and allowed to move from place to place
with its regiment, adjourned, with its warrant of Constitution, to the Master in prison,
The
where several Masons were made.
Grand Lodge, being informed of the circumstances, immediately summoned the
Master and Wardens of the Lodge "to
answer for their conduct in making Masons
in the King's Bench prison," and, at the
same time, adopted a resolution, affirming
that " it is inconsistent with the principles
of Freemasonry for any Freemason's Lodge
to be held, for the purpose of making, passing, or raising Masons, in any prison or
place of confinement."
Free and Accepted. The title of
" Free and Accepted Masons " was first used
by Dr. Anderson in the second edition of the
Book of Constitutions, published in 1738,
the title of which is " The History and
Constitutions of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons." In the first edition of 1723, the
title was " The Constitutions of the Freemasons." The newer title continued to be
used by the Grand Lodge of. England, in
which it was followed by those of Scotland
and Ireland and a majority of the Grand
Lodges in this country have adopted the
same style, and call themselves Grand
Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons.
See Accepted.
The old lectures formerly
used in England give the following account
of the origin of the term
" The Masons who were selected to build
the Temple of Solomon were declared Free,
and were exempted, together with their descendants, from imposte, duties, and taxes.
They had also the privilege to bear arms.
At the destruction of the 'Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, the posterity of these Masons
were carried into captivity with the ancient
Jews. But the good-will of Cyrus gave
them permission to erect a second Temple,
having set them at liberty for that purpose.
It is from this epoch that we bear the name
of Free and Accepted Masons."
Free Born. In all the old Constitutions,
free birth is required as a requisite to the reception of Apprentices. Thus the Landsdowne MS. says, " That the prentice be able
of birth, that is, free born." So it is in the
Edinburgh Kilwinning, the York, the Antiquity, and in every other manuscript that
;

,

FREE

FREEMASON

has been so far discovered. And hence,
the modern Constitutions framed in 1721
continue the regulation. After the abolition of slavery in the West Indies by the
British Parliament, the Grand Lodge of
England changed the word " free born " into
"free," but the ancient landmark never
has been removed in this country.
The non-admission of a slave seems to
have been founded upon the best of reasons; because, as Freemasonry involves a
solemn contract, no one can legally bind
himself to its performance who is not a free
agent and the master of his own actions.
That the restriction is extended to those
who were originally in a servile condition,
but who may have since acquired their liberty, Seems to depend on the principle that
birth in a servile condition is accompanied
by a degradation of mind and abasement
of spirit which no subsequent disenthralment can so completely efface as to render
the party qualified to perform his duties, as
a Mason, with that " freedom, fervency, and
zeal "

which are said

to

our ancient brethren.

have distinguished
"Children," says

"cannot inherit a free and noble
spirit except they be born of a free woman."
The same usage existed in the spurious
Freemasonry or the mysteries of the ancient
world. There, no slave, or man born in
slavery, could be initiated; because the
Oliver,

prerequisites imperatively demanded that
the candidate should not only be a man of
irreproachable manners, but also a freeborn
denizen of the country in which the mysteries

were celebrated.

Some Masonic writers have thought

that
in this regulation, in relation to free birth,
some allusion is intended, both in the mysteries and in Freemasonry, to the relative
conditions and characters of Isaac and Ishmael. The former
the accepted one, to
whom the promise was given was the son
of a free woman, and the latter, who was
cast forth to have " his hand against every
man and every man's hand against him,"
was the child of a slave. Wherefore, we
read that Sarah demanded of Abraham,
"Cast out this bondwoman and her son;
for the son of the bondwoman shall not be
heir with my son." Dr. Oliver, in speaking
of the grand festival with which Abraham
celebrated the weaning of Isaac, says that
he " had not paid the same compliment at
the weaning of Ishmael, because he was the
son of a bondwoman, and consequently
could not be admitted to participate in the
Freemasonry of his father, which could only
be conferred on free men born of free women." The ancient Greeks were of the
same opinion; for they used the word
SovTimrpeweia, or " slave manners," to designate any very great impropriety of manners.

—

—

29&

Freedom.
state of

This is defined to be a
exemption from the control or

The doctrine that Masons should enjoy unrestrained liberty, and
be free in all their thoughts and actions,
is carried so far in Masonry, that the Grand
Lodge of England will not permit the initiation of a candidate who is only temporarily deprived of his liberty, or even Ih a
place of confinement. See Free.
It is evident that the word freedom is
used in Masonry in a symbolical or metaphysical sense difiering from its ordinary
signification. While, in the application of
the words free born and freeman, we use
them in their usual legal acceptation, we
combine freedom with fervency and zeal
GUdicke,
as embodying a symbolic idea.
under the word Freiheit, in his FreimaurerLexicon, thus defines the word
"
word that is often heard among us,
but which is restricted to the same limitahave
tion as the freedom of social life.
in our assemblies no freedom to act each
one as he pleases. But we are, or should
be, free from th§ dominion of passion,
pride, prejudice, and all the other follies of
are free from the false
human nature.
delusion that we need not be obedient to
the laws." Thus he makes it equivalent to
integrity ; a sense that I think it bears in
the next article.
power of another.

:

A

We

We

Freedom, FerTency, and Zeal.
The

earliest lectures in the eighteenth century designated freedom, fervency, and zeal
as the qualities which should distinguish
the servitude of Apprentices, and the same
symbolism is found in the ritual of the
present day. The -word, freedom is not here
to be taken in its modern sense oi liberty,
but rather in its primitive Anglo-Saxon
meaning oi frankness, generosity, a generous

work or perform one's
So Chaucer uses it in the Prior's
willingness to
(v.

"

duty.
Tale,

46:)

A knight there was, and that a worthy

man,

That

To

fro the time that he first hegan
riden out, he loved chivalrie,

Trouthe and Honour, Freedom and Chivalrie."
See Fervency and Zeal.

Freeman. The

Grand Lodge of Eng-

some years

ago, erased from their list
of the qualifications of candidates the word
" free born," and substituted for it " freeman." Their rule now reads, "every candidate must be a freeman." This has been
generally considered an unauthorized violation of a landmark.
land,

Freemason. One who

has been

ini-

tiated into the mysteries of the fraternity
of Freemasonry. Freemasons are so called
to distinguish them from the Operative or

:

;

FREEMASON

FREEMASONRY

Stone-masons, who constituted an inferior
class of workmen, and out of whom they
sprang. See Stone-Masons and Travellihg
Freemasons. The meaning of the epithet
free, as applied to Mason, is given under
the word Free. In the old lectures of the
last century a Freemason was described as
being " a freeman, born of a freewoman,
brother to a king, fellow to a prince, or
companion to a beggar, if a Mason," and
by this was meant to indicate the universality of the brotherhood.

" de franche-pere ou de grosse-pere." Thus
it seems evident that the word free-mason
was originally used in contradistinction
to rough-mason.
The old Constitutions
sometimes call these latter masons rough-
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layers.

Freemasonry, History of. It is
the opprobrium of Freemasonry that its
history has never yet been written in a
spirit of critical truth
that credulity, and
not incredulity, has been the foundation on
;

which all Masonic historical investigations
have hitherto been built that imagination
cently divided into two words, sometimes has too often "lent enchantment to the
with and sometimes without a hyphen
view " that the missing links of a chain
and we find in all the old books and manu- of evidence have been frequently supplied
scripts "Free Mason" or " Free - Mason." by gratuitous invention
and that stateBut this usage has been abandoned by all ments of vast importance have been care"
good writers, and
Freemason " is now lessly sustained by the testimony of docualways spelled as one word. The old Con- ments whose authenticity has not been
stitutions constantly used the word Mason. proved.
Freemason appears only in the Harleian
And this leads me to the important quesMS., dated 1670. Yet the word was em- tion How is the history of Freemasonry

The word "Freemason" was

until re-

;

;

;

:

ployed at a very early period in the parish
registers of England, and by some writers.
Thus, in the register of the parish of Astbury we find these items
" 1685. Smallwood, Jos., fils Jos. Henshaw. Freemason, bapt. 3° die Nov.
" 1697. Jos. fil Jos.
son, buried 7 April."

Henshaw, Freema-

But the most singular passage is one
found in Oawdray's Treasurie of Similies,
published in 1609, and which he copied from
Bishop Coverdale's translation of Werdmull.er's A Spiritual and most Precious Perle,
which was published iu 1550. It is as follows
"As the Free - Mason heweth the
hard stones .... even so God the Heav:

enly Free - Mason buildeth a Christian
church." But, in fact, the word was used
at a

much

earlier period,

and

occurs, Stein-

brenner says, ( Orig. and Early Hist of Mas.,
p. 110,) for the first time in a statute passed
in 1350, in the twenty-fifth year of Edward
I., where the wages of a master Freemason
are fixed at 4 pence, and of other masons

The original French text of
at 3 pence.
the statute is "Mestre de franche-peer."
"Here," says Steinbrenner, " the word Freemason evidently signifies a free-stone maone who works in free-stone, {Fr.
son

—

franche-peer,

i. e.,

franche-pierre,) as distin-

guished from the rough mason, who merely
built walls of rough, unhewn stone." This
latter sort of workmen was that class called
by the Scotch Masons cowans, whom the
Freemasons were forbidden to work with,
whence we get the modern use of that
word. Ten years after, in 1360, we have a
statute of Edward III., in which it is ordained that " every mason shall finish his
work, be it of free-stone or of rough-stone,"
where the French text of the statute is

be written, so that the narrative shall
win the respect of its enemies, and secure
the assent and approbation of its friends ?
In the first place, we must begin by a
strict definition of the word Masonry.
If
we make it synonymous with Freemasonry,
then must we confine ourselves closely to
the events that are connected with the Institution in its present form and organization.
We may then say that Masonry received a new organization and a
restoration in the beginning of the eighteenth century. We may trace this very
Institution, with an older but not dissimilar
form, in the Masonic gilds of Europe; in
the corporations of Stone-masons of Germany in the travelling Freemasons of the
Middle Ages, and connect it with the Colleges of Architects of Rome. Such a history will not want authentic memorials to
substantiate its truth, and there will be no
to

;

difiiculty in conferring

upon the

Institution

an enviably antiquity.
But if we confound the term Masonry yiith
Oeometry, with Architecture, or with Moral
Science, we shall beget in the mind, equally
of the writer and the reader, such a confusion of ideas as can never lead to any pracAnd yet this has been the pretical result.
vailing error of all the great English writers on Masonry in the last, and, with a few
exceptions, even in the present century.
At one moment they speak of Masonry as
a mjfstieal institution which, in its then
existing form, was familiar to their readers.
Soon afterwards, perhaps on the same page,
a long paragraph is found to refer, without
any change of name, under the identical
term Masonry, to the rise of Architecture,
to the progress of Geometry, or perhaps to
the condition of the moral virtues.

:

:

FREEMASONRY

FREEMASONS

Thus Preston, in his Illicstrations of Malonry, begins his section on the Origin of
Masonry by stating that, " from the com-

period.
Its connection with these associations can be rationally established by authentic documents, and by other evidence
which no historian would reject. Thus
dispassionately and philosophically treated,
as though it were the history of an empire
that was under investigation,
no claim
being advanced that cannot be substantiated, no assertion made that cannot be
proved,
Freemasonry
the word so used
meaning, without evasion or reservation,
precisely what everybody supposes it to

mencement of the world we may

trace the
foundation of Masonry." And he adds
" Ever since symmetry began and harmony

displayed her charms, our Order has had a
being." But, after we have read through
the entire chapter, we find that it is not to
Freemasonry, such as we know and recognize it, that the author has been referring,
but to some great moral virtue, to the social
feeling, to the love of man for man, which,
as inherent in the human breast, must have
existed from the very creation of the race,
and necessarily have been the precursor of
civilization and the arts.
Oliver, who, notwithstanding the valuable services which he has rendered to Masonry, was unfortunately too much given
to abstract speculations, has "out-heroded
Herod," and, in commenting on this passage of Preston, proclaims " tliat our science
existed before the creation of this globe, and
was diffused amidst the numerous systems
with which the grand empyreum of universal space is furnished."
But on further
reading, we find that by Speculative Masonry the writer means " a system of ethics
founded on the belief of a God," and that
in this grandiloquent sentence he does not
refer to the Freemasonry of whose history
he is professing to treat, but to the existence of such a belief among the sentient
intelligences who, as he supposes, inhabit
the planets and stars of the solar system.

Anderson is more modest in his claims,
and traces Masonry only to Adam in the
garden of Eden but soon we find that he,
too, is treating of different things by the
same name, and that the Masonry of the
primal patriarch is not the Freemasonry of
our day, but Geometry and Architecture.
;

Now,

all this is to

write romance, not his-

Such statements may be said to be
what the French call fagons de parler
rhetorical flourishes, having much sound,
and no meaning. But when the reader
meets with them in books written by men

tory.

—

of eminence, professedly intended to give
the true history of the Order, he either abandons in disgust a study which has been
treated with so much folly, or he is led to
adopt theories which he cannot maintain,
because they are absurd. In the former
case Freemasonry perhaps loses a disciple;
in the latter, he is ensnared by a delusion.
The true history of Freemasonry is much
in its character like the history of a nation.
It

In

has
its

historic and its pre-historic era.
historic era, the Institution can be

its

regularly traced through various antecedent associations, similar in design and
organization, to a comparatively remote

2N
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—

—

—

— can be invested with

mean

sufficient for the pride of the

an antiquity
most exacting

admirer of the Society.

And

then, for the pre-historic era,

— that

which connects it with the mysteries of the
Pagan world, and with the old priests of

—

let
Eleusis, of Samothrace, or of Syria,
us honestly say that we now no longer
treat of Freemasonry under its present organization, which we know did not exist
in those days, but of a science peculiar,
and peculiar only, to the Mysteries and to
Freemasonry,
a science which we may
call Masonic symbolism, and which constituted the very heart-blood of the ancient
and the modern institutions, and gave to
them, while presenting a dissimilarity of
form, an identity of spirit. And then, in
showing the connection and in tracing the
germ of Freemasonry in those pre-historic
days, although we shall be guided by no
documents, and shall have no authentic

—

spoken or written narratives on which to

we shall find fossil thoughts embalmed
in those ancient intellects precisely like
the living ones which crop out in modern
Masonry, and which, like the fossil shells
and fishes of the old physical formations
of the earth, show, by their resemblance to
living specimens, the graduated connection
of the past with the present.
No greater honor could accrue to any
man than that of having been the founder
of a new school of Masonic histoiy, in
which the fictions and loose statements of
former writers would be rejected, and in
which the rule would be adopted that has
been laid down as a vital maxim of all inin words that have been
ductive science,
chosen as his motto by a recent powerful
investigator of historical truth
" Not to exceed and not to fall short of
facts
not to add and not to take away.
To state the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth."
rely,

—

—

Freemasons of tlie Cliurcli. An
architectural college was organized in London, in the year '1842, under the name of
" Freemasons of the Church for the Eecov-

Maintenance, and Furtherance of the
True Principles and Practice of Architecery.

ture."

The

founders of the association

FREE-WILL

FRENCH

their objects to be "the rediscovery of the ancient principles of architecture the sanction of good principles of
building, and the condemnation of bad
ones the exercise of scientific and experienced judgment in the choice and use of
the proper materials; the infusion, maintenance, and advancement of science
throughout architecture; and eventually,
by developing the powers of the college
upon a just and beneficial footing, to reform
the whole practice of architecture, to raise
it from its present vituperated condition,
and to bring around it the same unquestioned honor which is at present enjoyed
by almost every other profession." One of
their members has said that the title assumed was not intended to express any
conformity with the general body of Freemasons, but rather as indicative of the profound views of the college, namely, the
recovery, maintenance, and furtherance of
the free principles and practice of architecture
and that, in addition, they made
it an object of their exertions to preserve
or effect the restoration of architectural
remains of antiquity, threatened unnecessarily with demolition or endangered by decay.
But it is evident, from the close
connection of modern Freemasonry with
the building gilds of the Middle Ages, that
any investigation into the condition of
Mediaeval architecture must throw light on

some parts of our country such phraseology as a " card " for a " demit," or " worthy" for "worshipful," or "brothers" for
" brethren," And there are some men wJio,
coming among us imbued with the principles and accustomed to the usages of these
modern societies, in which the persevering
solicitation of candidates is considered as a
legitimate and even laudable practice,
bring with them these preconceived notions, and consider it their duty to exert
all their influence in persuading their
friends to become members of the Craft.
Men who thus misunderstand the true
policy of our Institution should be instructed by their older and more experienced brethren that it is wholly in opposition to all our laws and principles to ask
any man to become a Mason, or to exercise
any kind of influence upon the minds of
others, except that of a truly Masonic life
and a practical exemplification of its tenets,
by which they may be induced to ask admission into our Lodges. We must not
seek,
we are to be sought.
And if this were not an ancient law,
imbedded in the very cement that upholds
our system, policy alone would dictate an
adherence to the voluntary usage.
need not now fear that our Institution will
suffer from a deficiency of members.
Our
greater dread should be that, in its rapid
extension, less care may be given to the
selection of candidates than the interests
and welfare of the Order demand. There
can, therefore, be no excuse for the practice of persuading candidates, and every
hope of safety in avoiding such a practice.
It should always be borne in mind that the
candidate who comes to us not of his own
"free-will and accord," but induced by the
persuasions of his friends,
no matter how
worthy he otherwise may be,
violates, by
so coming, the requirements of our Institution on the very threshold of its temple,
and, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred,
fails to become imbued with that zealous
attachment to the Order which is absolutely
essential to the formation of a true Masonic character.
Freiniaurer. German for Freemason.
Mauer means " a wall," and mauem, " to
build a wall."
Hence, literally, /remawrer
is a " builder of walls" who is free of his
gild, from the fact that the building of
walls was the first occupation of masons.
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Masonic

history.

and Accord. There is
one peculiar feature in the Masonic Institution that must commend it to the respect
of every generous mind. In other associations it is considered meritorious in a memFree-Will

ber to exert his influence in obtaining
applications for admission but it is wholly
uncongenial with the spirit of our Order
to persuade any one to become a Mason.
Whosoever seeks a knowledge of our mystic rites, must first be prepared for the
ordeal in his heart he must not only be
endowed with the necessary moral qualifications which would fit him for admission
into our ranks, but he must come, too, uninfluenced by friends and unbiassed by
unworthy motives. This is a settled landmark of the Order and, therefore, nothing
can be more painful to a true Mason than
;

;

;

landmark violated by young and
heedless brethren. For it cannot be denied
that it is sometimes violated; and this
habit of violation is one of those unhappy
influences sometimes almost insensibly exerted upon Masonry by the existence of
the many secret societies to which the
present age has given birth, and which resemble Masonry in nothing except in having some sort of a secret ceremony of
These societies are introducing
initiation.
to see this

into

—

We

—

Freiuiaurcrei.

—

German

for Free-

masonry.

French, Benjamin Brown. A
Mason of the United States,
who was born at Chester, in New Hampdistinguished

shire, September 4, 1800, and died at the
city of Washington, where he had long re-

sided,

on August

12, 1870.

He

was

initi-

;

FRENCH

FUND

ated into Masonry in 1825, and during his
whole life took an active interest in the
affairs of the Fraternity.
He served for
many years as General Grand Secretary of
the General Grand Chapter, and Grand Eecorder of the Grand Encampment of the
United States. In 1846, soon after his arrival in Washington, he was elected Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of the District,
a position which he repeatedly occupied.
In 1859 he was elected Grand Master of the
Templars of the United States, a distinguished position which he held for six
years, having been re-elected in 1862. His
administration, during a period of much
excitement in the country, was marked by
great firmness, mingled with a spirit of
conciliation.
He was also a prominent
member of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Bite, and at the time of his death was
the Lieutenant Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States.
Brother French was possessed of much
intellectual ability, and contributed no

small share of his studies to the literature
of Masonry. His writings, which have not
yet been collected, were numerous, and
consisted of Masonic odes, many of them
marked with the true poetic spirit, eloquent
addresses on various public occasions,
learned dissertations on Masonic law, and
didactic essays, which were published at the
time in various periodicals. His decisions
on Templar law have always been esteemed
of great value.
French Rite. {Bite Frangais mi
Moderne.) The French or Modern Kite is
one of the three principal Rites of Freemasonry. It consists of seven degrees, three
symbolic and four higher, viz. 1. Apprentice; 2. Fellow-Craft; 3. Master; 4. Elect;
6. Scotch Master ; 6. Knight of the East
This Eite is practised in
7. Eose Croix.
France, in Brazil, and in Louisiana.
It
was founded, in 1786, by the Grand Orient
of France, who, unwilling to destroy entirely the high degrees which were then practised by the different Eites, and yet anxious
to reduce them to a smaller number and to
greater simplicity, extracted these degrees
out of the Rite of Perfection, making some
few slight modifications. Most of the au-.
thors who have treated of this Eite have
given to its symbolism an entirely astro:

nomical meaning.
Among these writers,
we may refer to Eagon, in his Cours Philosophique, as probably the most scientific.
Eagon, in his Tuileur General, (p. 51,)
says that the four degrees of the French
Rite, which were elaborated to take the
place of the thirty degrees of the Scottish
Eite, have for their basis the four physical
proofs to which the recipiendary submits in
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first degree.
And that the symbolism
further represents the sun in his annual
progress through the four seasons. Thus,
the Elect degree represents the element of
Earth and the season of Spring ; the Scottish Master represents Air and the Summer;
the Knight of the East represents Water
and Autumn; and the Eose Croix represents Fire; but he does claim that it is consecrated to Winter, although that would be
the natural conclusion.
The original Rose Croix was an eminently Christian degree, which, being found inconvenient, was in 1860 substituted by the
Philosophic Eose Croix, which now forms
the summit of the French Eite.

the

Friendly (Societies. Societies first
established towards the end of the last century, in England, for the relief of mechanics,
laborers, and other persons who derived their
support from their daily toil. By the weekly payment of a stipulated sum, the members secured support and assistance from
the society when sick, and payment of the
expenses of burial when they died. These
societies gave origin to the Odd Fellows
and other similar associations, but they
have no relation whatever to Freemasonry.
Friend of St. John. The sixth degree of the system practised by the Grand
Lodge of Sweden. It is comprehended in
the degree of Knight of the East and West.

Friend of Truth. The fifth

degree

of the Eite of African Architects.

Friendship. Leslie, in 1741, delivered the first descant on Friendship as
peculiarly a Masonic virtue. He was followed by Hutchinson, Preston, and other
writers, and now in the modern lectures it
is adopted as one of the precious jewels of
a Master Mason. Of universal friendship,
blue is said to be the symbolic color. " In
regular gradation," says Munkhouse, {Disc,
i. 17,)
"and by an easy descent, brotherly
love extends itself to lesser distinct societies
or to particular individuals, and thus becomes friendship either of convenience or
of personal affection."

Cicero says,

"Ami-

bonos non potest," Friendship can exist only among the good.
of Benevolence. A fund
established many years ago by the Grand
Lodge of England, principally through the
citia nisi inter

Fund

exertions of Dr. Crucefix. The regulations
management are as follows. Its distribution and application is directed by the
Constitution to be monthly, for which purpose a committee or Lodge of Benevolence
is holden on the last Wednesday of every
for its

This Lodge consists of all the
present and past Grand ofiicers, all actual
Masters of Lodges, and twelve Past Masters.
The brother presiding is bound strictly to
enforce all the regulations of the Craft re-

month.

:

FUND

G

specting the distribution of the fund, and
must be satisfied, before any petition is read,
that all the required formalities have been
coniplied with. To every petition must be
added a recommendation, signed in open
Lodge by the Master, Wardens, and a majority of the members then present, to
which the petitioner does or did belong, or
from some other contributing Lodge, certifying that they have known him to have
been in reputable, or at least tolerable, circumstances, and that he has been not less
than two years a subscribing member to a
regular Lodge.
of the liOdse. The funds of
the Lodge are placed in the keeping of the
Treasurer, to whom all moneys received by
the Secretary must be immediately paid.
Hence each of these officers is a check on
the other. And hence, too, the "Thirtynine Regulations" of 1721 say that the
Treasurer should be " a brother of good
worldly substance," lest impecuniosity
should tempt him to make use of the Lodge
funds.
Funeral Rites. See Burial.
word in the high degrees,
Furlac.
whose etymology is uncertain, but probably
Arabic. It is said to signify the angel of
the earth.

divine will by that holy book than by any
The compasses, being the
other means.
chief implement used in the construction
of all architectural plans and designs, are
assigned to the Grand Master in particular
as emblems of his dignity, he being the
chief head and ruler of the Craft. The
square is given to the whole Masonic body,
because we are all obligated within it, and
are consequently bound to act thereon."
But the lecture of the early part of the last
century made the furniture consist of the
Mosaic Pavement, Blazing Star, and the Indented Tarsel, while the Bible, square, and
compass were considered as additional
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A

a

Furniture of liOdge. The Bible,
square, and compasses are technically said
to constitute the furniture of a Lodge.
They are respectfully dedicated to God, the
Master of the Lodge, and the Craft. Our
English brethren differ from us in their explanation of the fiirniture. Oliver gives
their illustration, from the English lectures,
as follows
" The Bible is said to derive from Grod
to man in general, because the Almighty
has been pleased to reveal more of his

furniture.

Fustier. An officer of the Grand
Orient of France in the beginning of this
century. In 1810, he published, and presented to the Grand Orient, a Geographical
Chart of the Lodges in France and its Dependencies.
He was the author of several
memoirs, dissertations, etc., on Masonic
subjects, and of a manuscript entitled Nomenclature Alphabetique des Grades. Oliver
[Landmarks, ii. 95,) says that he promulgated a new system of sixty-four degrees.
I think he has mistaken Fustier's catalogue
of degrees invented by others for a system
established by himself. I can find no record elsewhere of such a system. Lenning
says (Encyc. der Freimaurerei) that Fustier
was a dealer in Masonic decorations and in
the transcript of rituals, of which he had
made a collection of more than four hundred,

which he sold

at established prices.
Lorenzo de Medici
lilfe.
said that all those are dead, even for the
present life, who do not believe in a future
state.
The belief in that future life, it is
the object of Freemasonry, as it was of the
ancient initiations, to teach.

Future

G.
G. As in all Roman Catholic and in
many Protestant churches the cross, engraved or sculptured in some prominent
position, will be found as the expressive
symbol of Christianity, so in every Masonic
Lodge a letter G may be seen in the east,
either painted on the wall or sculptured in
wood or metal, and suspended over the
Master's chair. This is, in fact, if not the
most prominent, certainly the most familiar,
of all the symbols of Freemasonry. It is
the one to which the poet Burns alluded in

those well-known and often-quoted lines,
in which he speaks of
"

that hieroglyphic bright,
ever saw "

Which none but Craftsmea

;

—

that is to say, ever saw underetandingly
ever saw, knowing at the same time what

it

meant.
There is an uncertainty as to the exact
time when this symbol was first introduced
into Speculative Masonry.
It was not derived, in its present form, from the opera_

;

:

;;

;

G
Masons of the Middle Ages, who bestowed upon Freemasonry so much of its
symbolism, for it is not found among the
architectural decorations of the old catheDr. Oliver says it was " in the old
drals.
lectures " but this is an uncertain expres-

tive

;

From

Prichard's Masonry Dissected,
which was published in 1730, it would seem
that the symbol was not in use at that date.
But it may have been omitted.
If Tubal
Cain, which was published in 1768, is, as
it purported to be, identical with Prichard's
work, the question is settled; for it contains
the lecture on the letter G, to which refersion.

;

G
" Eesp.

— By letters four and science
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five,

This G aright doth stand^
In a due art and proportion
You have your answer. Friend."

And now as to the signification of the
symbol.
may say, in the first place,
that the explanation is by no means, and
never has been, esoteric. As the symbol itself has always been exposed to public view,
forming, as it does, a prominent part of the
furniture of a Lodge, to be seen by every
one, so our Masonic authors, from the
earliest times, have not hesitated to write,
openly and in the plainest language, of its
signification.
The fact is, that the secret

We

ence will directly be made.
It is, however, certain that the symbol
was well known and recognized in 1766, and instruction in reference to this symbol resome few years before. The book entitled lates not to the knowledge of the symbol
Solomon in all his Qlory, the first edition itself, but to the mode in which, and the
of which appeared in that year, and is said, object for which, that knowledge has been
on the title-page, to be a translation of a obtained.
Hutchinson, who wrote as early as 1776,
French original, contains the reference to
and the explanation of the symbol. The says, in his Spirii of Masonry, (Lect. viii.,)
work contains abundant internal evidence " It is now incumbent on me to demonstrate
that it is a translation, and hence the sym- to you the great signification of the letter
bol may, like some others of the system G, wherewith Lodges and the medals of
subsequent to 1717, have been first intro- Masons are ornamented.
" To apply it to the name of God only is
duced on the Continent, and then returned
in the translation, all of which would indi- depriving it of part of its Masonic import
cate a date some years anterior to 1776 for although I have already shown that the
symbols used in Lodges are expressive of
the time of its adoption.
In the ritual contained in Tubal Cain, the Divinity's being the great object of Masonry as Architect of the world.
(p. 18,) or, if that be only a reprint, in Ma" This significant letter denotes Geomesonry Dissected, that is to say, in 1768 or
in 1730, there is a test which is called " The try, which, to artificers, is the science by
Repeating the Letter G," and which Dr. which all their labors are calculated and
Oliver gives in his Landmarks (i. 454) as a formed and to Masons contains the deterpart of the " old lectures." It is doggerel mination, definition, and proof of the order,
verse, and in the form of a catechism be- beauty, and wonderful wisdom of the power
tween an examiner and a respondent, a of God in His creation."
Again, Dr. Frederick Dalcho, a distinform greatly afiected in these old lectures,
guished Mason of South Carolina, in one
and is as follows
of his Orations, delivered and published in
"KiBSP.
In the Midst of Solomon's Temple 1801, uses the following language:
" The letter G, which ornaments the Masthere stands a G,
A letter for all to read and see
ter's Lodge, is not only expressive of the
But few there be that understand
name of the Grand Architect of the uniWhat means the letter G.
verse, but also denotes the science of Geometry, so necessary to artists. But the adop" Ex.
My friend, if you pretend to be
tion of it by Masons implies no more than
Of this Fraternity,
You can forthwith and rightly tell their respect for those inventions which
What means that letter G.
demonstrate to the world the power, the
;

—

—

" BiESP.

— By sciences are brought about.
Bodies of various kinds.
Which do appear to perfect sight
But none but males shall know my

mind.

— The Eight shall.
" Eesp. — If Worshipful.
" Ex. — Both Eight and Worshipful I am
" Ex.

you I have command,
To
That you forthwith let me know.
As I you may understand.
hail

wisdom, and beneficence of the Almighty
Builder in the works of the creation."
Lastly, Dr. Oliver has said, in his

QoMen

Remains of the Early Masonic Writers, that
"the term G. A. O. T. U. is used among
Masons for this great and glorious being,
designated by the letter G, that it may be
applied by every brother to the object of
his adoration."

More quotations are unnecessary to show
that from the earliest times, since the adoption of the letter as a symbol, its explana-

;

G

GABAON

tion has not been deemed an esoteric or secret part of the ritual.
No Masonic writer
has hesitated openly to give an explanation
of its meaning. The mode in which, and
the purpose for which, that explanation
was obtained are the only hidden things
about the symbol.
It is to be regretted that the letter G, as
a symbol, was ever admitted into the Masonic system. The use of it, as an initial,
would necessarily confine it to the English
language and to modern times. It wants,
therefore, as a symbol, the necessary characteristics of both universality and antiquity.
The Greek letter gamma is said to
have been venerated by the Pythagoreans
because it was the initial of ysofisTpia, or
Oeometry. But this veneration could not
have been shared by other nations whose

Indeed, the symbol, made sacred by its
reference to the Grand Geometrician of the
universe, was well worthy to be applied to
that science which has, from the remotest
times, been deemed synonymous with Masonry.
significant word in the
high degrees. Oliver says, (Landm., i. 335,)
"in philosophical Masonry, heaven, or,
more correctly speaking, the third heaven, is
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alphabet had no gamma, and where the
word for geometry was entirely different.
There can be no doubt that the letter
is a very modern symbol, not belonging to
any old system anterior to the origin of the
English language. It is, in fact, a corruption of the old Hebrew Kabbalistic symbol,
the letter yod, , by which the sacred name
of God
in fact, the most sacred name, the
Tetragrammaton
This letis expressed.

G

—

—

the initial letter of the word
nirr, or Jehovah, and is constantly to be
met with among Hebrew writers, as the
abbreviation or symbol of that most holy
name, which, indeed, was never written at
length.
Now, as
is in like manner the
initial of God, the English equivalent of
the Hebrew Jehovah, the letter has been
adopted as a symbol intended to supply to
modern Lodges the place of the Hebrew
symbol. First adopted by the English
ritual makers, it has, without remark, been
transferred to the Masonry of the Continent, and it is to be found as a symbol in
all the systems of Germany, France, Spain,
Italy, Portugal, and every other country
where Masonry has been introduced; although in Germany only can it serve, as it
does in England, for an intelligent symbol.
The letter G, then, has in Masonry the
same force and signification that the letter
yod had among the Kabbalists. It is only a
symbol of the Hebrew letter, and, as that
is a symbol of God, the letter
is only a
symbol of a symbol. As for its reference
to geometry, Kloss, the German Masonic
historian, says that the old Operative Masons referred the entire science of geometry
to the art of building, which gave to the
modern English Masons occasion to embrace the whole system of Freemasonry
under the head of Geometry, and hence
the symbol of that science, as well as of
God, was adopted for the purpose of giving
elevation to the Fellow Craft's degree.
ter, yod, is

G

G

Oabaon.

A

denominated Mount Gabaon,

which

is

feigned to be accessible only by the seven
degrees that compass the winding staircase.
These are the degrees terminating in the
Eoyal Arch." Oabaon is defined to signify
" a high place.'' It is the Septuagint and
Vulgate form of IIJ'JJ, Oibeon, which was
the city in which the tabernacle was stationed during the reigns of David and Sol-

omon. The word means a city built on a hill,
and is referred to in 2 Chron. i. 3. "So
Solomon, and all the congregation with him,
went to the high place that was at Gibeon
for there was the tabernacle of the congregation of God."
In a ritual of the middle of the last cenis said that Gabanon is the name
of a Master Mason. This word is a striking
evidence of the changes which Hebrew
words have undergone in their transmission
to Masonic rituals, and of the almost impossibility of tracing them to their proper
root.
It would seem diflScult to find a connection between Oabanon and any known
Hebrew word. But if we refer to Guillemain's Ritual of Adonhiramite Masonry, we
will find the following passage:
" Q. How is a Master called ?
" A. Gabaoc, which is the name of the
place where the Israelites deposited the
ark in the time of trouble.
" Q. What does this signify?
" A. That the heart of a Mason ought to
be pure enough to be a temple suitable for

tury, it

God."
There is abundant internal evidence that
these two rituals came from a common
source, and that Gabaoc is a French distortioti, as Gabanon is an English one, of some
unknown word connected, however, with
the Ark of the Covenant as the place where
that article was deposited.
Now, we learn from the Jewish records

—

that the Philistines, who had captured the
ark, deposited it " in the house of Abinadab
that was in Gibeah " and that David, subsequently recapturing it, carried it to Jerusalem, but left the tabernacle at Gibeon.
The ritualist did not remember that the
tabernacle at Gibeon was without the ark,
but supposed that it was still in that sacred
shrine.
Hence, Gabaoc or Gabanon must
have been corrupted from either Gibeah or
Gibeon, because the ark was considered to
;

;

GABAONNE

GAVEL

be at some time in both places. But Gibeon had already been corrupted by the
Septuagint and the Vulgate versions into
Oabaon ; and this undouDtedly is the word
from which Oabanon is derived, through
either the Septuagint or the Vulgate, or

perhaps from Josephus, who calls it Gabao.
Gabaonne. In French Masonic language, the widow of a Master Mason. Derived from Gabaon.

A

Oabor. Heb., "13J, sirore^".
significant word in the high degrees.
Oabrlel. Heb., Ss'iaj, a man of God.
The name of one of the archangels, referred
to in some of the high degrees.

A

Gaedicke, Johanu Christian.

bookseller of Berlin, born on the 14th
of December, 1763, and initiated into Masonry in 1804. He took much interest in
the Order, and was the author of several
works, the most valuable and best known
of which is the Freimaurer- Lexicon, or
Freemason's Lexicon, published in 1818
which, although far inferior to that of Lenning, which appeared four years afterwards,
is, as a pioneer work, very creditable to its
author.
The Lexicon was translated into
English and published in the London Freemason's Magazine.
Galabad. Also spelled Galaad. Most
probably a corruption of Gilead. Said in
the old rituals to have been the keeper of
the Seals in the Scottish degree of Knights
of the Ninth, Arch or Sacred Vault of
;

James VI.
G.'.
tion of

A,\

O.'. T.'. U.'.

Grand Architect of the

An

abbrevia-

Universe,

which

see.

Garinous. Said in the old ritual of
the degree of Knights of the East and West
to have been the Patriarch of Jerusalem,
between whose hands the first Knights of
that Order took, in 1182, their vows. It is
a corruption, by the French ritualists, of
Garimond or Garimund, Patriarch of Jerusalem, before whom the Hospitallers took
their three vows of obedience, chastity, and
poverty.
Gassiconrt, Cadet de. An apothecary of Paris, who, in the year 1796, published a work entitled Le Tombeau de
Jacques Molai, ou histoire secrite et abregee
des inities andens et modernes. In this book,
which embraced all the errors of Barruel
and Robison, he made the same charges of
atheism and conspiracy against the Fraternity, and loaded the Chevalier Eamsay, the
inventor of some of the high degrees, with
the most vehement indignation as a libertine
and traitor. But De Gassicourt subsequently
acknowledged his folly in writing against
a society of which he really knew nothing.
In fact, in 1805, he solicited admission into
the Order, and was initiated in the Lodge
"I'Abeille," at Paris, where, in the various
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of Orator and Master, which he filled,
taught and recommended that Institution which he had once abused and even
on a public occasion pronounced the eulogy
of that Eamsay whom he had formerly
anathematized.
Gaston, Jobn. Grand Duke of Tuscany; in 1737 he inaugurated a persecuoflSces
lie

;

tion against the Freemasons in his dominions.
See Tuscany.

Gates of tbe Temple.

In the sys-

tem of Freemasonry, the Temple of Solo-

mon

represented as having a gate on the
and south sides, but none on the
north. In reference to the historical Temple of Jerusalem, such a representation is
wholly incorrect. In the walls of the building itself there were no places of entrance
except the door of the porch, which gave
admission to the house. But in the surrounding courts there were gates at every
point of the compass. The Masonic idea
oftheTempleis, however, entirely symbolic.
The Temple is to the Speculati veMason only
a symbol not an historical building, and
the gates are imaginary and symbolic also.
They are, in the first place, symbols of the
progress of the sun in his daily course,
rising in the east, culminating to the meridian in the south, and setting in the west.
They are also, in the allegory of life, which
it is the object of the third degree to illustrate, symbols of the three stages of youth,
manhood, and old age, or, more properly of
birth, life, and death.
Gauge. See Twenty-four-inch Gauge.
Gauntlets. Gloves formerly made of
steel and worn by knights as a protection
is

east, west,

hands in battle. They have been
adopted in the United States, as a part of
the costume of a Knight Templar, under a
regulation of the Grand Encampment,
which directs them to be " of bufi" leather,
the flap to extend four inches upwards from
the wrist, and to have the appropriate cross
embroidered in gold, on the proper colored
to their

velvet,

two inches in length."

The common gavel is one of
the working tools of an Entered Apprentice.
It is made use of by the Operative Mason
to break ofi" the corners of the rough ashlar,
and thus fit it the better for the builder's use,
and is therefore adopted as a symbol in
Speculative Masonry, to admonish us of
the duty of divesting our minds and consciences of all the vices and impurities of
life, thereby fitting our bodies as living
stones for that spiritual building not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.
It borrows its name from its shape, being
that of the gahle or gavel end of a house
and this word again comes from the German gipfel, a summit, top, or peak, the
idea of a pointed extremity being common

Gavel.

—

to all.

:

GEBAL
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The true form

GENERAL

of the gavel

is that of the
two is the one referred to in the ceremonies
stone-mason's of a Council of Super-Excellent Masters?
hammer. It is I think there can be no doubt that the
to be made with founders of the degree intended the second

a cutting edge,
as in the annexed engraving,
that it may be
used " to break

officer

of the Council to represent the former,

—

and not the latter Gedaliah
the son of
Pashur, and not Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the prince of Judah, and not the
;

governor of Judea.

We are forced to this conclusion by various reasons. The Gedaliah represented iu
common hammer or mallet. The gavel the degree must have been a resident of
thus shaped will give, when looked at in Jerusalem during the siege, and at the very
front, the exact representation of the gaiiel time of the assault, which immediately
or gable end of a house, whence, as I have preceded the destruction of the Temple and
the city. Now, we know that Gedaliah the
already said, the name is derived.
The gavel of the Master is also called a son of Pashur was with Hezekiah as one
" Hiram," because, like that architect, it of his advisers.
On the other hand, it is
governs the Craft and keeps order in the most unlikely that Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam could have been a resident of
Lodge, as he did in the Temple.
city of Phoenicia, on the Jerusalem, for it is not at all probable that
Oebal.
Mediterranean, and under Mount Lebanon. Nebuchadnezzar would have selected such
It was the Byblos of the Greeks, where the an one for the important and confidential
should
worship of Adonis, the Syrian Thammuz, office of a satrap or governor.
was celebrated. The inhabitants, who were rather suppose that Gedaliah the son of
Giblites or, in Masonic language, Giblemites, Ahikam had been carried away to Babylon
are said to have been distinguished for the after one of the former sieges; that he had
art of stone-carving, and are called in the there, like Daniel, gained by his good conduct the esteem and respect of the Chalfirst Book of Kings " stone-squarers." See
Oiblim,
dean monarch that he had come back to
CJreda>liaIi. The second officer in a Judea with the army; and that, on the
Council of Super-Excellent Masters repre- taking of the city, he had been appointed
An governor by Nebuchadnezzar. Such being
sents Gedaliah the son of Pashur.
historical error has crept into the ritual of the facts, it is evident that he could not
this degree in reference to the Gedaliah have been in the council of King Zedekiah,
who is represented in it. I have sought advising and directing his attempted escape.
The modern revivers of the* degree of
to elucidate the question in my work
on Cryptic Masonry in the following Super-Excellent Master have, therefore,
been wrong in supposing that Gedaliah the
manner
There are five persons of the name of son of Ahikam, and afterwards governor of
Gedaliah who are mentioned in Scripture, Judea, was the person represented by the
but only two of them were contemporary second officer of the Council. He was Gewith the destruction of the Temple.
daliah the son of Pashur, a wicked man,
Gedaliah the son of Pashur is mentioned one of Zedekiah's princes, and was most
by the prophet Jeremiah (xxxviii. 1) as a probably put to death by Nebuchadnezzar,
prince of the court of Zedekiah. He was with the other princes and nobles whom he
resent at its destruction, and is known to captured in the plains of Jericho.
E
ave been one of the advisers of the king. It
Gemara. See Talmud.
was through his counsels, and those of his
Oeneral Assembly. See Assembly.
colleagues, that Zedekiah was persuaded to
General
Chapter. Until
deliver up the prophet Jeremiah to death, the year 1797, the Royal Arch degree and
from which he was rescued only by the in- the degrees subsidiary to it were conferred
tercession of a eunuch of the palace.
in this country, either in irresponsible bodies
The other Gedaliah was the son of Ahi- calling themselves Chapters, but obedient
kam. He seems to have been greatly in to no superior authority, or in Lodges. workfavor with Nebuchadnezzar, for after the ing under a Grand Lodge Warrant.
On
destruction of Jerusalem, and the deporta- the 24th of October, 1797, a convention of
tion of Zedekiah, he was appointed by the committees from three Chapters, namely,
Chaldean monarch as his satrap or govern- St. Andrew's Chapter of Boston, Temple
or over Judea. He took up his residence Chapter of Albany, and Newburyport
at Mizpah, where he was shortly afterwards Chapter, was held at Boston, which remurdered by Ishmael, one of the descend- commended to the several Chapters withants of the house of David.
in the States of New Hampshire, MassaThe question now arises, which of these chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Verrough stones," an operawhich could never be effected by the

off the corners of

tion

A

We

;

Grand

GENEEAL

GENEEAL

mont, and New York, to hold a convention
at Hartford on the fourth Wednesday of
January ensuing, to form a Grand Chapter

Arch Masons for the United States of
America," and jurisdiction was extended
over the whole country. This year may,
therefore, be considered as the true date of
the establishment of the General Grand

for the said States.

Accordingly, on the 24th of January,
1798, delegates from St. Andrew's Chapter
of Boston, Mass. King Cyrus Chapter of
;
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Chapter.
In 1826, the septennial meetings were
abolished, and the General Grand Chapter
has ever since met triennially.
The General Grand Chapter consists of
the present and past Grand High Priests,

Newburyport, Mass.; Providence Chapter
of Providence, E. I. Solomon Chapter of
Derby, Conn.; Franklin Chapter of Norwich, Conn.
Franklin Chapter of New
Haven, Conn. and Hudson Chapter of Deputy Grand High Priests, Grand Kings
Hudson, N. Y. to which were the next and Scribes of the State Grand Chapters,
day added Temple Chapter of Albany, N. and the Past General Grand officers.
Y., and Horeb Chapter of Whitestown,
The officers are a General Grand High
N. Y., assembled at Hartford in Conven- Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest,
tion, and, having adopted a Constitution, or- General Grand King, General Grand Scribe,
ganized a governing body which they styled. General Grand Treasurer, General Grand
The Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter of the Secretary, General Grand Chaplain, GenNorthern States of America." This body eral Grand Captain of the Host, and Genassumed in its Constitution jurisdiction over eral Grand Royal Arch Captain.
;

;

;

;

only the States of New England and New
It originally possessed large prerogatives,
York, and provided that Deputy Grand extending even to the suspension of Grand
Chapters, suoject to its obedience, should Chapters but by its present Constitution
be organized in those States.
Ephraim it has " no power of discipline, admonition,
Kirby, of Litchfield, Conn., was elected censure, or instruction over the Grand
Grand High Priest; and it was ordered that Chapters, nor any legislative powers whatthe first meeting of the Grand Chapter ever not specially granted " by its Constishould be held at Middletown, Conn., on tution. It may, indeed, be considered as
the third Wednesday of September next scarcely more than a great Masonic Conensuing.
gress meeting triennially for consultation.
On that day the Grand Chapter met, but But even with these restricted powers, it is
the Grand Secretary and Grand Chaplain capable of doing much good.
were the only Grand oflScers present. The
General
High Priest.
Grand King was represented by a proxy. The presiding officer of the General Grand
The Grand Chapter, no wever, proceeded to Chapter of the United States of America.
an election of Grand officers, and the old He is elected every third year by the Genofficers were elected.
The body then ad- eral Grand Chapter. The title was first
journed to meet in January, 1799, at Provi- assumed in 1799, although the General
dence, R. I.
Grand Chapter did not at that time extend
On the 9th of January, 1799, the Grand its jurisdiction beyond six of the Northern
Chapter met at Providence, the Deputy States.
Grand Chapters of Massachusetts, Rhode
General
Ever
liOdge.
Island, and New York being represented. since the Grand Lodges of this country
At this meeting, the Constitution was began, at the commencement of the Revovery considerably modified, and the Grand lutionary war, to abandon their dependence
Chapter assumed the title of " The General on the Grand Lodges of England and ScotGrand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the land,
that is to say, as soon as they
six Northern States enumerated in the pre- emerged from the subordinate position of
amble." The meetings were directed to be Provincial Grand Lodges, and were comheld septennially ; and the Deputy Grand pelled to assume a sovereign and indepenattempts have, from time
Chapters were in future to be called "State dent character,
Grand Chapters." No attempt was, how- to time, been made by members of the
ever, made in words to extend the jurisdic- Craft to destroy this sovereignty of the
tion of the General Grand Chapter beyond State Grand Lodges, and to institute in its
the States already named.
place a superintending power, to be constiOn the 9th of January, 1806, a meeting tuted either as a Grand Master of North
of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter America or as a General Grand Lodge of the
was held at Middletown, representatives United States. Led, perhaps, by the analogy
being present from the States of Rhode of the united Colonies under one federal
Island, Connecticut, Vermont, and New head, or, in the very commencement of the
York. The Constitution was again revised. Revolutionary struggle, controlled by long
The title was for the first time assumed of habits of dependence on the mother Grand
"The General Grand Chapter of Royal. Lodges of Europe, the contest had no;

Orand

Grand

—

—

20

;

GENERAL

GENERAL

sooner begun, and a disseverance of politi-

sylvania had held an emergent meeting,
and in some measure anticipated the proposed action of the convention by electing
General Washington Grand Master of the,

306

cal relations between England and America
taken place, than the attempt was made to
institute the office of Grand Master of thp
United States, the object being
of which
there can hardly be a doubt
to invest
Washington with the distinguished dignity.

—
—

The effort emanated, it appears, with the
military Lodges in the array. For a full
account of it we are indebted to the industrious researches of Bro. E. G. Storer, who
published the entire Minutes of the "American Union Lodge," attached to the Connecticut line, in his work on The Early
Records of Freemasonry in the State of Con-

Unifed States.
From the contemporaneous character of
these events, it would seem probable that
there was some concert of action between
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and the
Masons of Morristown. Perhaps, the initiative having been taken by the latter in
December, the former determined to give
its influence, in January, to the final recommendations which were to be made in the
following February. All this, however,

necticut.

although

On

27th of December, 1779, the
Lodge met to celebrate the day at Morristown, in New Jersey, which, it will be remembered, was then the winter-quarters of
the army.
At that communication
at
which, it may be remarked, by the way,
" Bro. Washington " is recorded among the
visitors
a petition was read, representing the present state of Freemasonry to
the several Deputy Grand Masters in the
United States of America, desiring them to
adopt some measures for appointing a Grand
Master over said States.
The petition purports to emanate from
" Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in
the several lines of the army " and on its
being read, it was resolved that a committee
be appointed from the different Lodges in
the army, and from- the staff, to meet in
convention at Morristown on the 7th of
February next. Accordingly, on the 7th
of February, 1780, a convention, called in
the records " a committee," met at Morristown. This convention adopted an address
to the "Grand Masters of the several
Lodges in the respective United States."
The recommendations of this addtess were
that the said Grand Masters should adopt
and pursue the most necessary measures
the

—

—

;

plausible, is but conjecture.
to have resulted from the
action of either body. The only further
reference which I find to the subject, in
subsequent Masonic documents, is the declaration of a convention held in 1783, to

Nothing appears

Grand Lodge of Maryland,
where it is remarked that " another Grand
Lodge was requisite before an election
could be had of a Grand Master for the
United States."
But the attempt to form a General Grand
Lodge, although, on this occasion, unsuccessful, was soon to be renewed.
In 1790,
the proposition was again made by the
Grand Lodge of Georgia, and here, true to
the Boman axiom, Tempora mutantur et
nos mutamur in illis, the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania became the opponent of the
measure, and declared it to be impractiorganize the

cable.

Again, in 1799, the Grand Lodge of
South Carolina renewed the proposition,
and recommended a convention to be held
at the city of Washington for the purpose
of establishing a " Superintending Grand
Lodge of America." The reasons assigned
by the Grand Lodge of South Carolina for

making

this proposition are set forth in the

which

issued on the subject to
They are "to
draw closer the bonds of union between the
Lodges of whatsoever degree or denomina- different Lodges of the United States, and
tion, licensed or to be licensed, upon the to induce them to join in some systematic
continent; that they should nominate, as plan whereby the drooping spirit of the
Grand Master of said Lodge, a brother Ancient Craft may be revived and become
whose merit and capacity may be adequate more generally useful and beneficial, and
to a station so important and elevated
whereby Ancient Masonry, so excellent and
and that his name should be transmitted beautiful in its primitive institution, may
" to our Grand Mother Lodge in Europe " be placed upon
such a respectable and firm
fur approbation and confirmation.
basis in this western world as to bid defiThis convention contained delegates from ance to the shafts of malice or the feeble
the States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, attempts of any foreign disclaimers to
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, bring it into disrepute." The allusion
Delaware, and Maryland. Between the here is to the Abbe Barruel, who had just
time of its conception, on the 27th of De- published his abusive and anti-Masonic
cember, 1779, and that of its meeting on History of Jacobinism.
the 7th of February, 1780, that is to say in
Several Grand Lodges acceded to the
January, 1780, the Grand Lodge of Penn- proposition for holding a convention, alfor establishing one Grand Lodge in America, to preside over and govern all other

circular

its sister

it

Grand Lodges.

GENERAL

GENERAL

though they believed the scheme of a
" Superintending Grand Lodge " inexpedient and impracticable but tney were willing to send delegates for the purpose of
producing uniformity in the Masonic system.
The convention, however, did not
assemble.
The proposition was again made in 1808,
by the Grand Lodge of North Carolina,
and with a like want of success.
In 1806, the subject of a General Grand
Lodge was again presented to the consideration of the Grand Lodges of the Union,
and propositions were made for conventions
to be held in Philadelphia in 1807, and in
Washington city in 1808, neither of which
was convened. The " Proceedings " of the
various Grand Lodges in the years 1806,
1807, and 1808 contain allusions to this
subject, most of them in favor of a convention to introduce uniformity, but unfavorable to the permanent establishment of a
General Grand Lodge.
North Carolina,
however, in 1807, expressed the opinion
that "a National Grand Lodge should possess controlling and corrective powers over
;
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communication in May, 1845, invited its
Grand Lodges to meet in convention
at Baltimore on the 28d of September, 1847,
sister

purpose of reporting a Constitution
of a General Grand Lodge.
This convention met at the appointed
time and place, but only seven Grand
Lodges were represented by twice that
number of delegates. A Constitution was
formed for a "Supreme Grand Lodge of
the United States," which was submitted
for approval or rejection to the Grand
Lodges of the Union.
The opinion expressed of that Constitution by the Grand
Lodge of Ohio, " that it embraced, in several of its sections, indefinite and unmeaning
powers, to which it was impossible to give
a definite construction, and that it gave a
jurisdiction to the body which that Grand
Lodge would in no event consent to," seems
to have been very generally concurred in
by the other Grand bodies, and the " Supreme Grand Lodge of the United States "
never went into operation. The formation
of its Constitution was its first, its last, and
its only act.
all Grand Lodges under its jurisdiction."
The next action that we find on this
An unsuccessful attempt was again made much discussed subject was by the Grand
to hold a convention at Washington in Lodge of New York, which body recomJanuary, 1811, " for the purpose of forming mended, in 1848, that each of the Grand
a Superintending Grand Lodge of Amer- Lodges should frame the outlines of a Genica."
eral Grand Constitution such as would be
After the failure of this effort, the Grand acceptable to it, and send it with a delegate
Lodge of North Carolina, which seems to to a convention to be holden at Boston in
have been earnest in its endeavors to ac- 1850, at the time of meeting of the Grencomplish its favorite object, again proposed eral Grand Chapter and General Grand Ena convention, to be convoked at Washing- campment. The (tommittee of the Grand
ton in 1812. But the effort, like all which Lodge of New York, who made this recomhad preceded it, proved abortive. No con- mendation, also presented the outlines of a
vention was held.
General Grand Constitution.
The effort seems now, after all these disThis instrument defines the jurisdiccouraging efforts, to have been laid upon tion of the proposed General Grand
the shelf for nearly ten years. At length, Lodge as intended to be " over all controhowever, the effort for a convention which versies and disputes between the different
had so often failed was destined to meet Grand Lodges which may become parties
with partial success, and one rather extem- to the compact, when such controversies
poraneous in its character was held in are referred for decision ; and the decisions
Washington on the 8th of March, 1822. in all cases to be final when concurred in
Over this convention, which the Grand by a majority of the Grand Lodges present;"
Lodge of Maryland rather equivocally de- but itdisclaims all appeals from StateGrand
scribes as " composed of members of Con- Lodges or their subordinates in matters regress and strangers," the renowned orator lating to their own internal affairs. It is
and statesman Henry Clay presided.
evident that the friends of the measure had
strong appeal, most probably n-om the facile abated much of their pretensions since the
pen of its eloquent president, was made to year 1779, when they wanted a Grand
the Grand Lodges of the country to concur Lodge of America, "to preside over and
in the establishment of a General Grand govern all other Lodges of whatsoever deLodge. But the appeal fell upon unwilling gree or denomination, licensed or to be
ears, and the Grand Lodges continued firm licensed, on the continent."
in their opposition to the organization of
The Grand Lodge of Bhode Island also
submitted the draft of a General Grand
such a superintending body.
The subject was again brought to the Constitution, more extensive in its details
attention of the Fraternity by the Grand than that presented by New York, but subThe
Lodge of Maryland, which body, at its stantially the same in principle.

A

for the

:

GENUFLECTION

GENERAL
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Grand Lodge of the

District of Columbia
also concurred in the proposition.
The
convention did not, however, meet for the
;

idea of a

Supreme Grand Lodge was

still

an unpopular one with the Craft. In January, 1850, Texas expressed the general
sentiment of the Fraternity when it said
" The formation of a General Grand Lodge
will not accomplish the desired end.
The

same

feeling

and

spirit that

now

lead to

between the different Grand
Lodges would produce insubordination and
disobedience of the edicts of a General
Grand Lodge."
But another attempt was to be made by
its friends to carry this favorite measure,
and a convention of delegates was held at
Lexington, Ky., in September, 1853, during
the session of the General Grand Chapter
and Encampment at that city. This convention did little more than invite the
meeting of a fuller convention, whose delegates should be clothed with more plenary
powers, to assemble at Washington in Jandifficulties

uary, 1855.

The proposed convention met

at

Wash-

ington, and submitted a series of nine propositions styled "Articles of Confederation."
The gist of these articles is to be found in
the initial one, and is in these words "All
matters of difficulty which may hereafter
arise in any Grand Lodge, or between two
or more Grand Lodges of the United States,
which cannot by their own action be satisfactorily adjusted or disposed of, shall, if
the importance of the case or the common
welfare of the Fraternity demand it, be
submitted, with accompanying evidence and
documents, to the several Grand Lodges in
their individual capacities and the concurrent decision thereon of two-thirds of
the whole number, officially communicated,
shall be held authoritative, binding, and
:

;

final

on

all parties

concerned."

The

provisions of these articles were to
be considered as ratified, and were to take

soon as they were approved by
twenty Grand Lodges of the United States.
It is needless to say that this approbation
was never received, and the proposed confederation failed to assume a permanent
effect as

form.
It will be perceived that the whole question of a General Grand Lodge is here, at

onceandin full, abandoned. Theproposition
was simply for a confederated league, with
scarcely a shadow of power to enforce its
decisions, with no penal jurisdiction whatsoever, and with no other authority than
that which, from time to time, might be
delegated to it by the voluntary consent of
the parties entering into the confederation.
If the plan had been adopted, the body
would, in all probability, have died in a

few years of sheer debility. There was no
principle of vitality to keep it together.
But the friends of a General Grand Lod^e
did not abandon the hope of effecting their
object, and in 1857 the Grand Lodge of
Maine issued a circular, urging the formation of a General Grand Lodge at a convention to be held at Chicago in Septem ber,
1859, during the session of the General

Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment at that city. This call was generally and courteously responded to; the
convention was held, but it resulted in a
failure, and since then all idea of a General Grand Lodge appears to have been
abandoned.
Oeneralissimo. The second officer
in a Commandery of Knights Templars, and
one of its representatives in the Grand
Commandery. His duty is to receive and
all orders, signs, and petito assist the Eminent Commander,
and, in his absence, to preside over the
Commandery. His station is on the right
of the Eminent Commander, and his jewel

communicate
tions

;

a square, surmounted by a paschal
lamb.
The use of the title in Templarism is of
very recent origin, and peculiar to this
country. No such officer was known in
the old Order. It is, besides, inappropriate
to a subordinate officer, being derived from
the French generalissime, and that from the
Italian generalissimo, both signifying a supreme commander. It has the same meaning in English.
is

Gentleman Mason. In some of
the old lectures of the last century this title
is used as equivalent to Speculative Freemason. Thus they had the following catechism

:

" Q.

What do you learn by being a Gentleman Mason?
"A. Secrecy, Morality, and Good- Fellowship.

Q. What do you learn by being an
Operative Mason ?
"A. Hew, Square, Mould stone, lay a
Level, and raise a Perpendicular."

Hence we see that Gentleman Mason
in contrast with Operative Mason.

Genuflection.

was

Bending the knees

has, in all ages of the world, oeen considered as an act of reverence and humility,
and hence Pliny, the Roman naturalist,
observes, that "a certain degree of religious
reverence is attributed to the knees of a
man." Solomon placed himself in this position when he prayed at the consecration

of the Temple ; and Masons use the same
posture in some portions of their ceremonies, as a token of solemn reverence.
In
Ancient Craft Masonry, during prayer, it is
the custom for the members to stand, but in

;

;;

GEOMETRICAL

GERMANY

the higher degrees, kneeling, and generally
on one knee, is the more usual form.

strange that Euclid, the most famous of
geometricians, should be spoken of in all
the Old Records as a founder of Masonry in Egypt, and that a special legend
should have been invented in honor of his

Geometrical Master Mason. A
term in use in Englajid during the

last cen-

By

the primitive regulations of the
Grand Chapter, an applicant for the Eoyal
Arch degree was required to produce a certificate that he was " a Geometrical Master
Mason," and had passed the chair. The
word Geometrical was here synonymous
tury.
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memory.

Georgia. Freemasonry was introduced at a very early period into the province of Georgia. Eoger Lacey is said to
have been the first Provincial Grand Maswith Speculative.
ter, and to him the warrant for Solomon's
Geometric Points. In the lan- Lodge, at Savannah, was directed in 1735.
guage of French Masonry, this name is Rockwell (Ahim. Rez., p. 323,) denies this,
given to the four cardinal points of the and thinks that there was an earlier Lodge
compass, because they must agree with the organized by Lacey, perhaps in 1730. The
four sides of a regular Temple or Lodge. original warrant of Solomon's Lodge has,
They are a symbol of regularity and per- however, been destroyed, and we have no
fection.
authentic evidence on the subject; although
Geometrjr. In the modern rituals, it is very generally conceded that the introgeometry is said to be the basis on which duction of organized Masonry into Georgia
the superstructure of Masonry is erected
does not date later than the year 1735.
and in the old Constitutions of the Medi- There is no evidence, except tradition, of
aeval Freemasons of England the most the existence of an earlier Lodge.
In 1786
prominent place of all the sciences is given
Mitchell, (Msf., i. 570,) with his usual
to geometry, which is made synonymous typographical inaccuracy, says 1776
the
with Masonry. Thus, in the 'Halli well MS., Independent Grand Lodge of Georgia was
which dates not later than the latter part of formed, Samuel Elbert, (again Mitchell
the fourteenth century, the Constitutions blunders and says Elliot,) the last Provinof Masonry are called "the Constitution of cial Grand Master resigning his position to
the art of geometry according to Euclid," William Stephens, who was elected the first
the words geometry and Masonry being Grand Master.
used indifferently throughout the document
German Union of
and
and in the Harleian MS. it is said, " thus Twenty. A secret society founded in
the craft Geometry was governed there, and Germany, in 1786, by Dr. Bahrdt, whose
that worthy Master (Euclid) gave it the only connection with Freemasonry was
name of Geometry, and it is called Masonrie that Bahrdt and the twenty-one others who
in this land long after." In another part founded it were Masons, and that they inof the same MS. it is thus defined " The vited to their co-operation the most disfifth science is called Geometry, and it
tinguished Masons of Germany.
The
teaches a man to mete and measure of the founder professed that the object of the asearth and other things, which science is sociation was to diffuse intellectual light,
Masonrie."
to annihilate superstition, and to perfect
The Egyptians were undoubtedly one of the human race. Its instruction was dithe first nations who cultivated geometry vided into six degrees, as follows 1. The
" It was not less uaefiil and Adolescent 2. The Man 3. The Old Man
as a science.
necessary to them," as Goguet observes, 4. The Mesopolite; 5. The Diocesan; 6.
(Orig. desLois., I., iv. 4,) "in the affairs of The Superior. The first three degrees were
life, than agreeable to their speculatively
considered a preparatory school for the last
philosophical genius." From Egypt, which three, out of which the rules of the society
was the parent both of the sciences and the were chosen. It lasted only four years, and
mysteries of the Pagan world, it passed was dissolved by the imprisonment of its
over into other countries; and geometry founder for a political ubel, most of its
and Operative Masonry have ever been members joining the lUuminati. The pubfound together, the latter carrying into ex- lication of a work in 1789 entitled Mehr
ecution those designs whijh were first Noten als Text, etc., i. e., More Notes than
traced according to the principles of the Text, or The German Union of XXII., which
former.
divulged its secret organization, tended to
Speculative Masonry is, in like manner, hasten its dissolution. See Bahrdt.
intimately connected with geometry. In
Germany. Of all countries Germany
deference to our operative ancestors, and, plays the most important part in the history
in fact, as a necessary result of our close of ancient Masonry, since it was there that
connection with them. Speculative Free- the gilds of Operative Stone-masons first
masonry derives its most important symbols assumed that definite organization which
from this parent science. Hence it is not subsequently led to the establishment of

—

—

Two

:

:

;

;
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GILDS

GHIBLIM

Speculative Freemasonry. But it was not
until a later date that the latter institution
obtaiued a footing on German soil. Findel
{Hut., p. 238,) says that as early as 1730
temporary Lodges, occupied only in the
communication of Masonic knowledge and
in the study of the ritual, were formed at
different points. But the first regular Lodge
was established at Hamburg, in 1733, under
a warrant of Lord Strathmore, Grand Master of England ; which did not, however,
come into active operation until four years
but,
later.
Its progress was at first slow
under the patronage of Frederick the Great,
it assumed a firm footing, which it has never
;

lost,

and nowhere is Freemasonry now more

popular or more deserving of popularity.
Its scholars have brought to the study of
its antiquities and its philosophy all the

a Mason.
firms this

And

Sir

Wm. Drummond

by saying, in

conhis Origines, (vol.

" the Gibalim
b. v., ch. iv., p. 129,) that
were Master Masons who put the finishing
hand to King Solomon's Temple." See
lit.,

Oebal.

eUds. The word

gild, guild, or geld,

from the Saxon gildan, to pay, originally
meant a tax or tribute, and hence those
fraternities which, in the early ages, contributed sums to a common stock, were
called Gilds. Cowell, the old English jurist,
defines a Gild to be " a fraternity or commonality of men gathered together into
one combination, supporting their common
charge by mutual contribution."
Societies of this kind, but not under the
same name, were known to the ancient
Greeks and Romans, and their artificers
and traders were formed into distinct companies which occupied particular streets
named after them. But according to Dr.
Lujo Brentano, who published, in 1870, an
essay on The History and Development of
Gilds, England is the birthplace of the Mediaeval Gilds, from whom he says that the
modern Freemasons emerged. They existed, however, in every country of Europe,
and we identify them in the Compagnons
de la Tour of France, and the Baucorporationen of Germany. The difference, however, was that while they were patronized
by the municipal authorities in England,
they were discouraged by both the Church
and State on the Continent.
The Gilds in England were of three

laborious research that distinguishes the
Teutonic mind, and the most learned works
on these subjects have emanated from the
German press. The detailed history of its
progress would involve the necessity of no
ordinary volume.
Ghiblim. The form in which Dr.
Anderson spells Giblim. In the Book of
Constitutions, ed. 1738, page 70, it is stated
that in 1350 "John de Spoulee, call'd Master of the QMblim," rebuilt St. George's
chapel.
Masonic corruption of
Gibalim.
Oihlira, the Giblites, or men of Gebal. See
Oiblim.
significant
Oiblim. Heb., D73J.
word in Masonry. It is the plural of the
Gentile noun Gibli, (the g pronounced kinds. Religious Gilds, Merchant Gilds,
hard,) and means, according to the idiom and Craft Gilds, specimens of all of which
of the Hebrew, QiUites, or inhabitants of still exist, although greatly modified in
the city of Gebal. The Giblim, or Giblites, their laws and usages. The Religious or
are mentioned in Scripture as assisting Ecclesiastical Gilds are principally found
Solomon's and Hiram's builders to prepare in Roman Catholic countries, where, under
the trees and the stones for building the the patronage of the Church, they often acTemple, and from this passage it is evident complish much good by the direction of
that they were clever artificers. The pas- their benevolence to particular purposes.
sage is in 1 Kings v. 18, and, in our common Merchant Gilds are exemplified in the
" And Solomon's twelve great Livery Companies of London.
version, is as follows
builders and Hiram's builders did hew And the modern Trades Unions are noththem, and the stone-squarers so they pre- ing else but Craft Gilds under another
pared timber and stones to build the house," name. But the most interesting point in
where the word translated in the authorized the history of the Craft Gilds is the fact
version by stone-squarers is, in the original, that from them arose the Brotherhoods of
Oiblim. It is so also in that translation the Freemasons.
known as the Bishop's Bible. The Geneva
Brentano gives the following almost exversion has masons. The French version haustive accwmt of the organization and
of Martin has tailleura de pierres, following customs of the Craft Gilds:
" The Craft Gilds themselves first sprang
but Luther, in his German
the English
J
version, retains the original word Oiblim.
up amongst the free craftsmen, when they
It is probable that the English transla- were excluded from the fraternities which
tion followed the Jewish Targum, which had taken the place of the family unions,
has a word of similar import in this pas- and later among the bondmen, when they
The error has, however, assumed ceased to belong to the familia of their
sage.
importance in the Masonic ritual, where lord. Like those Frith Gilds, the object
Oiblim is supposed to be synonymous with of the early Craft Gilds was to create rela-

A

A

:

;

;

GILDS

GILDS

tions as if among brothers and above all
things, to grant to their members that assistance which the member of a familymight expect from that family. As men's
wants had become diflferent, this assistance
no longer concerned the protection of life,
limbs, and property, for this was provided
for by the Frith Gilds, now recognized as
the legitimate authority
but the principalobject of the Craft Gilds was to secure
their members in the independent, unimpaired, and regular earning of their daily
bread by means of their craft.
"The very soul of the Craft Gild was
its meetings, which brought all the Gild
brothers together every week or quarter.
;

;

These meetings were always held with

cer-

tain ceremonies, tor the sake of greater
solemnity. The box, having several locks
like that of the Trade Unions, and containing the charters of the Gild, the statutes,
the money, and other valuable articles, was
opened on such occasions, and all present
had to uncover their heads. These meetings
possessed all the rights which they themselves had not chosen to delegate. They
elected the presidents (originally called
Aldermen, afterwards Masters and Wardens) and other oflScials, except in those
cases already mentioned, in which the Master was appointed by the king, the bishop,
or the authorities of the town. As a rule,
the Gilds were free to choose their Masters,
either from their own members, or from
men of higher rank, though they were
sometimes limited in their choice to the
former.
"The Wardens summoned and presided
at the meetings, with their consent enacted
ordinances for the regulation of the trade,
saw these ordinances properly executed,

and watched over the maintenance of the
customs of the Craft. They had the right
to examine all manufactures, and a right
of search for all unlawful tools and pro-

They formed, with the assistance
of a quorum of Gild brothers, the highest
authority in all the concerns of the Gild.
No Gild member could be arraigned about
trade matters before any other judge.
We
have still numerous documentary proofs of
the severity and justice with which the
Wardens exercised their judicial duties.
Whenever they held a court, it was under
special forms and solemnities; thus, for
instance, in 1275 the chief Warden of the
masons building Strasburg cathedral held
a court sitting under a canopy.
" Besides being brotherhoods for the care
of the temporal welfare of their members,
the Craft Gilds were, like the rest of the
Gilds, at the same time religious fraternities.
In the account of the origin of the
Company of Grocers, it is mentioned that
ducts.
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at the very first meeting they fixed a stifor the priest, who had to conduct
their religious services and pray for their
dead. In this respect the Craft Gilds of
all countries are alike ; and in reading their
statutes, one might fancy sometimes that
the old craftsmen cared only for the wellbeing of their souls. All had particular
saints for patrons, after whom the society
was frequently called ; and, where it was
possible, they chose one who had some relation to their trade. They founded masses,
altars, and painted windows in cathedrals
and even at the present day their coats of
arms and their gifts range proudly by the
side of those of kings and barons. Sometimes individual Craft Gilds appear to have
stood in special relation to a particular
church, by virtue of which they had to
perform special services, and received in
return a special share in all the prayers of
the clergy of that church. In later times,
the Craft Gilds frequently went in solemn
procession to their churches.
find innumerable ordinances also as to the support
of the sick and poor ; and to afford a settled asylum for distress, the London Companies early built dwellings near their
halls.
The chief care, however, of the
Gildmen was always directed to the welfare of the souls of the dead.
Every year
a requiem was sung for all departed Gild
brothers, when they were all mentioned by

pend

We

name

;

and on the death of any member,

special services were held for his soul, and
distribution of alms was made to the poor,
who, in return, had to offer up prayers for
the dead, as is still the custom in Boman
Catholic countries."
In a Mistwy of the English Guilds, edited

by Toulmin Smith from old documents in
the Becord Office at London, and published
by the Early English Text Society, we find
many facts confirmatory of those given by
Brentano, as to the organization of these
organizations.

The testimony of these old records shows
that a religibus element pervaded the Gilds,
and exercised a very powerful influence
over them. Women were admitted to all
of them, which Herbert {lAv. Comp., i. 83,)
thinks was borrowed from the Ecclesiastical
Gilds of Southern Europe ; and the brethren and sisters were on terms of complete
equality.
There were fees on entrance,
yearly and special payments, and fines for
wax for lights to burn at the altar or in
funeral rites. The Gilds had set days of
meeting, known as " morning speeches," or
"days of spekyngges totiedare for here
comune profyte," and a grand festival on
the patron saint's day, when the members
assembled for worship, almsgiving, feasting, and for nourishing of brotherly love.

GILKES

GLOBE

Mystery plays were often performed. They
had a treasure-chest, the opening of which
was a sign that business had begun. While
it remained open all stood with uncovered
heads, when cursing and swearing and all

returned to Switzerland in 1788, where he
continued to exercise an interest in Freemasonry, and in 1810 was elected Grand
Master for three years, and in 1813, for life
of the Roman Grand Orient of Helvetia,
which body adopted his Rite.
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loose conduct were severely punished. The
Gild property consisted of land, cattle,

Crleason, Benjamin. A lecturer
The expenditure was on the and teacher of the Masonic ritual, accordsick poor and aged, in making good losses ing to the system of Webb, in the Grand
by robbery, etc. Loans were advanced, Lodge of Massachusetts, from 1806 to 1842.
money,

etc.

pilgrims assisted, and, in one city, " any
good girl of the Gild " was to have a dowry
on marriage, if her father could not provide it. Poor travellers were lodged and
fed.
Boads were kept in repair, and
churches were sustained and beautified.
They wore a particular costume, which was
enforced by their statutes, whence come the
liveries of the London Companies of the
present day and the "clothing" of the Free-

masons.

An investigation of the usages of these
Mediaeval Gilds, and a comparison of their
regulations with the old Masonic Constitutions, will furnish a fertile source of interest to the Masonic archaeologist, and will
throw much light on the early history of
Freemasonry.

Oilkes, Peter William.

Born in

and died in 1833. He
knowledge
of the ritual of Ancient Craft Masonry
according to the English ritual, which he
successfully taught for many years.
His
reputation in England as a Masonic teacher
was very great.
Oirdle. In ancient symbology the
girdle was always considered as typical of
chastity and purity.
In the Brahmanical
initiations, the candidate was presented

London

in 1765,

was celebrated

for his perfect

with the Zennar, or sacred cord, as a part
of the sacred garments and Gibbon says
that " at the age of puberty the faithful
Persian was invested with a mysterious
girdle fifteen genuflections were required
after he put on the sacred girdle."
The
old Templars assumed the obligations of
;

;

poverty, obedience, and chastity; and a
girdle was given them, at their initiation,
as a symbol of the last of the three vows.
As a symbol of purity, the girdle is still
used in many chivalric initiations, and
may be properly considered as the analogue
of the Masonic apron.

Giaire, Peter Maurice.

A

dis-

tinguished Mason, who was born in Switzerland in 1743, and died in 1819. In 1764,
he went to Poland, and became the intimate friend of King Stanislaus Poniatowski, who confided to him many important
diplomatic missions. During his residence
in Poland, Glaire greatly patronized the
Freemasons of that kingdom, and established there a Rite of seven degrees. He

Gleason

is

said to have been a

man

of lib-

and a graduate in 1802 of
Brown University. He became soon after
a pupil of Thomas Smith Webb, whose
lectures he taught in Massachusetts and
elsewhere. The assertion of some writers
that Gleason went to England and lectured
before the Grand Lodge of England, which
recognized his or Webb's system as being
the same as that of Preston, is highly improbable and wants confirmation.
eral education,

Globe.

In the second degree,

tlie celes-

and terrestrial globes have been adopted
as symbols of the universal extension of
the Order, and as suggestive of the universal claims of brotherly love.
The symbol
is a very ancient one, and is to be found in
tial

the religious systems of many countries.
the Mexicans the globe was the
symbol of universal power. But the Mar
sonic symbol appears to have been derived
from, or at least to have an allusion to,
the Egyptian symbol of the winged globe.
There is nothing more common among the
Egyptian monuments than the symbol of a
globe supported on each side by a serpent,

Among

and accompanied with wings extended wide
beyond them, occupying nearly the whole
of the entablature above the entrance of
many of their temples.
are thus reminded of the globes on the pillars at the
entrance of the Temple of Solomon. The
winged globe, as the symbol of Cneph, the
Creator Sun, was adopted by the Egyptians
as their national device, as the Lion is that
of England, or the Eagle of the United
States.
In the eighteenth chapter of Isaiah, where the authorized version of King
James's Bible has " Woe to the land shadowing with wings," Lowth, after Bochart,
" Ho
translates,
to the land of the
winged cymbal," supposing the Hebrew
I'Shy to mean the sistrum, which was a
round instrument, consisting of a broad
rim of metal, having rods passing through
it, and some of whicn, extending beyond
tlie sides, would, says Bishop Lowth, have
the appearance of wings, and be expressed
by the same Hebrew word. But Rosellini
translates the passage differently, and says,
" Ho, land of the winged globe."
Dudley, in his Naology, (p. 18,) says
that the knowledge of the spherical figure
of the earth was familiar to the Egyptians

We

1

;

GLORY

GLOVES

in the early ages, in whicTi some of their
temples were constructed. Of the round
figure described above, he says that although it be called a globe, an egg, the
symbol of the world was perhaps intended
and he thinks that if the globes of the
Egyptian entablatures were closely ex-

Masonry, as practised in France, in Germany, and in other countries of Europe, it
is an invariable custom to present the new-

amined, they would perhaps be found of an
oval shape, figurative of the creation, and
not bearing any reference to the form of
the world.
The interpretation of the Masonic globes,
as a symbol of the universality of Masonry,
would very well agree with the idea of the
Egyptian symbol referring to the extent of
creation.
That the globes on the pillars,
placed like the Egyptian symbol before
the temple, were a representation of the
celestial and terrestrial globes, is a very
modern idea. In the passage of the Book
of Kings, whence Masonry has derived its
ritualistic description, it is said, (1 Kings
vii. 16,)
he made two chapiters of
molten brass, to set upon the tops of the
pillars."
In the Masonic ritual it is said

"And

that " the pillars were surmounted by two
pomels or globes." Now pomel, S'Dia, is the
very word employed by Eabbi Solomon in
his commentary on this passage, a word
which signifies a globe or spherical body.
The Masonic globes were really the chapiters described in the Book of Kings. Again
it is said, (1 Kings vii. 22,) " Upon the top
of the pillars was lily work."
now
know that the plant here called the lily
was really the lotus, or the Egyptian waterlily.
But among the Egyptians the lotus
was a symbol of the universe and hence,
although the Masons in their ritual have
changed the expanded flower of the lotus,
which crowned the chapiter and surmounted
each pillar of the porch, into a globe, they
have retained the interpretation of universality.
The Egyptian globe or egg and
lotus or lily and the Masonic globe are all
symbols of something universal, and the
Masonic idea has only restricted by a
natural impulse the idea to the universality
of the Order and its benign influences. But
it is a pity that Masonic ritualists did not
preserve the Egyptian and scriptural symbol of the lotus surrounding a ball or sphere,
and omit the more modern figures of globes

We

;

celestial

and

terrestrial.

Glory, Symbol of. The Blazing Star
in the old lectures was called " the glory
in the centre," because it was placed in the
centre of the floor-cloth, and represented
the glorious name of Deity. Hence Dr.
Oliver gives to one of his most interesting

works, which treats of the symbolism of the
Blazing Star, the title of The symbol of
Qlory.

GloTes.

2P

In the continental Bites of
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ly-initiated candidate not only, as we do,
with a white leather apron, but also with
two pair of white kid gloves,
one a man's
pair for himself, and the other a woman's,
to be presented by him in turn to his wife
or his betrothed, according to the custom
of the German Masons, or, according to the
French, to the female whom he most es-

—

—

teems, which, indeed, amounts, or should
amount, to the same thing.
There is in this, of course, as there is
in everything else which pertains to Freemasonry, a symbolism. The gloves given
to the candidate for himself are intended
to teach him that the acts of a Mason
should be as pure and spotless as the gloves
now given to him. In the German Lodges,
the word used for acts is, of course, handlung, or handlings, " the works of his hands,"
which makes the symbolic idea more impressive.

—

no friend of Masonry,
Dr. Eobert Plot
but still an historian of much research
says, in his Natural History, of Staffordshire,
that the Society of Freemasons in his time
(and he wrote in 1686) presented their candidates with gloves for themselves and their
wives. This shows that the custom, still
preserved on the continent of Europe, once
was practised in England; although there,
as well as in America, it is discontinued,
which is perhaps to be regretted.
But although the presentation of the
gloves to the candidate is no longer practised as a ceremony in England or America,
yet the use of them as a part of the proper
professional clothing of a Mason in the
duties of the Lodge or in processions, is

—

retained and in many well-regulated
Lodges the members are almost as regularly
still

;

clothed in their white gloves as in their
white aprons.
The symbolism of the gloves, it will be
admitted, is in fact but a modification of
that of the apron. They both signify the
same thing, both are allusive to a purifica" Who shall ascend," says the
tion of life.
Psalmist, "into the hill of the Lord? or
who shall stand in his holy place? He
that hath clean hands and a pure heart."
The apron may be said to refer to the " pure

heart;" the gloves, to the "clean hands."
Both are significant of purification of that
purification which was always symbolized
by the ablution which preceded the ancient
But
initiations into the sacred mysteries.
while our American and English Masons
have adhered only to the apron, and rejected
the gloves as a Masonic symbol, the latter
appear to be far more important in symbolic
science, because the allusions to pure or

—

:

GLOVES
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clean hands are abundant in all the ancient
writers.

"Hands," says Wemyss, in

his

Clavis

SymboUca, " are the symbols of human actions
pure hands are pure actions; unjust
hands are deeds of injustice." There are
numerous references in sacred or profane
The washing
writers to this symbolism.
of the hands has the outward sign of an
internal purification. Hence the Psalmist

—

my

hands in innocence,
says, " I will wash
and I will encompass thine altar, Jehovah."
In the Ancient Mysteries, the washing of
the hands was always an introductory ceremony to the initiation, and, of course, it
was used symbolically to indicate the necessity of purity from crime as a qualification of those who sought admission into
the sacred rites ; and hence on a temple in
the island of Crete this inscription was
placed: "Cleanse your feet, wash your
hands, and then enter."
Indeed, the washing of hands, as symbolic of purity, was among the ancients a
peculiarly religious rite. No one dared to
pray to the gods until he had cleansed his
hands. Thus, Homer makes Hector say,

"I dread with unwashed hands

to

bring

My incensed wine to Jove an offering."
The same
Jews

;

practice existed

among the

and a striking instance of the sym-

bolism is exhibited in that well-known action of Pilate, who, when the Jews clamored for Jesus that they might crucify him,
appeared before the people, and, having
taken water, washed his hands, saying at
the same time, "I am innocent of the
blood of this. just man. See ye to it." In
the Christian Church of the Middle Ages,
gloves were always worn by bishops or
priests when in the performance of ecclesiastical functions.
They were made of linen
and were white; and Durandus, a celebrated
ritualist, says that " by the white gloves
were denoted chastity and purity, because
the hands were thus kept clean and free
from all impurity."
There is no necessity to extend examples
any further. There is no doubt that the
use of the gloves in Masonry is a symbolic
idea, borrowed from the ancient and universal language of symbolism, and was intended, like the apron, to denote the necessity of purity of life.

The

who associated in comtraversed Europe and were engaged in the construction of palaces and
cathedrals, have left to us, as their descendants, their name, their technical language, and the apron, that distinctive piece
of clothing by which they protected. their
garments from the pollutions of their labopanies,

builders,

who

rious employment. Did they also bequeath
This is a question
to us their gloves?
which some modern discoveries will at last
enable us to solve.
M. Didron, in his Annates Arckeologiques,
presents us with an engraving copied from
the painted glass of a window in the Cathedral of Chartres, in France. The painting
was executed in the thirteenth century, and
represents a number of operative masons
Three of them are adorned with
at work.
laurel crowns.
May not these be intended
to represent the three officers of a Lodge?
All of the masons wear gloves. M. Didron
remarks that in the old documents which
he has examined mention is often made of
gloves which are intended to be presented
to masons and stone-cutters. In a subsequent number of the Annates, he gives the
following three examples of this fact
In the year 1331, the Chatelan of Villaines, in Duemois, bought a considerable
quantity of gloves to be given to the workmen, in order, as it is said, " to shield their
hands from the stone and lime."
In October, 1383, as he learns from a
document of that period, three dozen pair
of gloves were bought and distributed to

the masons when they commenced the
buildings at the Chartreuse of Dijon.
And, lastly, in 1486 or 1487, twenty-two
pair of gloves were given to the masons
stone-cutters who were engaged in
at the city of Amiens.
It is thus evident that the builders

and

work

—

the
operative masons of the Middle Ages wore
gloves to protect their hands from the
effects of their work.
It is equally evident
that the Speculative Masons have received
from their operative predecessors the gloves
as well as the apron, both of which, oeing
used by the latter for practical uses, have
been, in the spirit of symbolism, appropriated by the former to " a more noble and
glorious purpose."
Onostics. The general name of Gnostics has been employed to designate several
sects that sprung up in the eastern parts
of the Roman empire about the time of the
advent of Christianity ; although it is supposed that their principal doctrines had
been taught centuries before in many of
the cities of Asia Minor. The word Gnosticism is derived from the Greek Gnosis or
knowledge, and was a term used in the earliest days of philosophy to signify the science of divine things, or, as Matter says,
"superior or celestial knowledge." He
thinks the word was first used by the Jewish philosophers of the famous school of
Alexandria.
The favorite opinion of
schola,rs.is that the sect of Gnostics arose
among the philosophers who were the converts of Paul and the other Apostles, and

—

_

GOD

GNOSTICS
wlio sought to mingle the notions of the
Jewish Egyptian school, the speculations
of the Kabbalists, and the Grecian and
Asiatic doctrines with the simpler teachings
of the new religion which they had embraced. They believed that the writings of
the Apostles enunciated only the articles of
the vulgar faith ; but that there were esoteric traditions which had been transmitted
from generation to generation in mysteries,
to which they gave the name of Gnosticism or Gnosis. King says (Onostics, p. 7,)
that they drew the materials out of which
they constructed their system from two religions, viz., the Zendavesta and its modifications in the Kabbala, and the reformed
Brahmanical religion, as taught by the

.

Buddhist missionaries.
Notwithstanding the large area of country over which this system of mystical philosophy extended, and the number of different sects that adopted it, the same fundamental doctrine was everywhere held by
the chiefs of Gnosticism. This was, that
the visible creation was not the woric of the
Supreme Deity, but of the Demiurgus, a
simple emanation, and several degrees removed from the Godhead. To the latter,
indeed, styled by them "the unknown
Father," they attributed the creation of the
intellectual world, the ^ons and Angels,
while they made the creation of the world
of matter the work of the Demiurgus.
Gnosticism abounded in symbols and
legends, in talismans and amulets, many
of which were adopted into the popular superstitions of the Mediaeval ages. It is, too,
interesting to the student of Masonic antiquities because of its remote connection
with that Order, some of whose symbols
have been indirectly traced to a Gnostic
origin.
The Druses of Mount Lebanon
were supposed to be a sect of Gnostics; and
the constant intercourse which was maintained during the Crusades between Europe
and Syria produced an effect upon the
Western nations through the influence of
the pilgrims and warriors.
Towards the Manicheans, the most
?rominent offshoot of Gnosticism, the
'emplars exercised a tolerant spirit very
inconsistent with the professed objects of
their original foundation, which led to the
charge that they were affected by the
dogmas of Manicheism.
The strange ceremonies observed in the
initiation into various secret societies that
existed in the Lower Empire are said to
have been modelled on the Gnostic rites of
the Mithraic Cave.
The architects and stone-masons of the
Middle Ages borrowed many of the principles of ornamentation, by which they decorated the ecclesiastical edifices which they
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constructed, from the abstruse symbols of

the Gnostics.
So, too, we find Gnostic symbols in the Hermetic Philosophy and in the system of Rosicrucianism and lastly, many of the symbols still used by Freemasonry
such, for
instance, as the triangle within a circle, the
letter G, and the pentacle of Solomon
have been traced to a Gnostic source.
Goat, Riding the. The vulgar idea
that "riding the goat" constitutes a part
of the ceremonies of initiation in a Masonic Lodge has its real origin in the superstition of antiquity. The old Greeks
and Romans portrayed their mystical god
Fau in horns and hoof and shaggy hide,
;

—

—

and called him " goat-footed." AVhen the
demonology of the classics was adopted
and modified by the early Christians, Fan
gave way to Satan, who naturally inherited
his attributes so that to the common mind
the Devil was represented by a he-goat,
and his best known marks were the horns,
the beard, and the cloven hoofs. Then
came the witch stories of the Middle Ages,
and the belief in the witch orgies, where,
it was said, the Devil appeared riding on
a goat. These orgies of the witches, where,
amid fearfully blasphemous ceremonies,
they practised initiation into their Satanic
rites, became, to the vulgar and the illiterate, the type of the Masonic inysteries; for,
as Dr. Oliver says, it was in England a
common belief that the Freemasons were
accustomed in their Lodges " to raise the
Devil." So the " riding of the goat," which
was believed to be practised by the witches,
was transferred to the Freemasons ; and the
saying remains to this day, although the
belief has very long since died out.
belief in the existence of God
Ood.
is an essential point of Speculative Masonry
so essential, indeed, that it is a
landmark of the Order that no Atheist can
be made a Mason. Nor is this left to an
inference ; for a specific declaration to that
effect is demanded as an indispensable
preparation for initiation. And hence
Hutchinson says that the worship of God
" was the first and corner-stone on which
our originals thought it expedient to place
the foundation of Masonry." The religion
of Masonry is cosmopolitan, universal but
the required belief in God is not incompatible with this universality for it is the
" Be assured," says
belief of all peoples.
Godfrey Higgins, "that God is equally
present with the pious Hindoo in the temple, the Jew in the synagogue, the Mohammedan in the mosque, and the Christian in
the church." There never has been a time
since the revival of Freemasonry, when
this belief in God as a superintending
power did not form a part of the system.
;^

A

—

;

;
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The very

earliest

rituals that are extant,

going back almost to the beginning of the
eighteenth century, contain precisely the
as to the trust in God which
found in those of the present day; and
the oldest manuscript Constitutions, dating
as far back as the fifteenth century at least,

same question
is

commence

with, or contain, an invocaMighty Father of Heaven."
There never was a time when the dogma
did not form an essential part of the Maall

tion to the "

sonic system.

Oodfatber.

In French Lodges the
introduces a candidate for
called his "parrain," or "god-

member who
initiation
father."

is

Goethe, John Wolfgang Ton.
This illustrious German poet was much attached to Freemasonry. He was initiated
on the eve of the festival of St. John the
Baptist, in 1780 and on the eve of the same
festival, in 1830, the Masons of Weimar
celebrated the serai-centennial anniversary
of his admission into the Order, of which,
in a letter to the musical composer, Zeeter,
who had been, like himself, initiated on the
same day fifty years before, he speaks with
;

great gratification as his " Masonic jubilee." He says, " The gentlemen have treated
this epoch with the greatest courtesy.
I
responded to it in the most friendly manner on the following day." Goethe's writings contain many favorable allusions to
the Institution.

Oolden Candlestick. The golden
candlestick which was made by Moses for
the service of the tabernacle, and was afterwards deposited in the holy place of the
temple, to throw light upon the altar of
incense, and the table of showbread, was
made wholly of pure gold, and had seven
branches that is, three on each side, and
one in the centre. These branches were at
equal distances, and each one was adorned
with flowers like lilies, gold knobs after
the form of an apple, and similar ones resembling an almond. Upon the extremities of the branches were seven golden
lamps, which were fed with pure olive-oil,
and lighted every evening by the priests on
duty. Its seven branches are explained in
the Ineffable degrees as symbolizing the
seven planets. It is also used as a decoration in Chapters of the Eoyal Arch, but
apparently without any positive symbolic
;

signification.

Golden Fleece. In the lecture of
the first degree, it is said of the Mason's
apron, that it is " more ancient than the
Grolden Fleece or Roman Eagle, more honorable than the Star and Garter." The reference is here evidently not to the Argonautic expedition in search of the golden
fleece, nor to the deluge, of which that

GOOD
event is supposed to have been a figure,
as Dr. Oliver incorrectly supposes, {Symb.
Diet.,) but to certain decorations of honor

which the apron is compared. The
eagle was to the Romans the ensign of imperial power; the Order of the Golden
Fleece was of high repute as an Order of
Knighthood. It was established in Flanders, in 1429, by the Duke of Burgundy,
who selected the fleece for its badge because wool was the staple production of the
country. It has ever been considered, says
Clark, one of the most illustrious Orders in
Europe. The Order of the Garter was, and
is still considered, the highest decoration
that can be bestowed upon a subject by a
sovereign of Great Britain. Thus, the apron
is proudly compared with the noblest decorations of ancient Rome and of modern Europe. But the Masons may have been also
influenced in their selection, of a reference
to the Golden Fleece, by the fact that in
the Middle Ages it was one of the most important symbols of the Hermetic philosophers.
witli

Golden Key, Knight of the.
See Knight of the Golden iSy.

Golden

liance.

Knight of the.

See Knight of the Oolden Lance.
Golgotha. Greek, VoXyoSa, from the

Hebrew, nSjSj,

Oulgoleth,

The name given by

"a

skull."

the Jews to Calvary,

the place of Christ's crucifixion and burial.

a significant word in Templar MasonSee Calvary.
Good Samaritan. An androgynous, honorary or side degree conferred in
the United States with rather impressive
ceremonies. It is, of course, as a degree to
be conferred on females, unconnected with
Masonic history or traditions, but draws its
allusions from the fate of Lot's wife, and from
the parable of the Good Samaritan related
It is

ry.

in the Gospels.
The passages of Scripture
which refer to these events are read during
the ceremony of initiation. This degree is
to be conferred only on Royal Arch Masons
and their wives, and in conferring it two

Good Samaritans must always be present,
one of whom must be a Royal Arch Mason.

Much

dignity and importance has been
given to this degree by its possessors and
it is usual in many places for a certain
number of Good Samaritans to organize
themselves into regular, but of course independent, bodies to hold monthly meetings
under the name of Assemblies, to elect
proper officers, and receive applications for
initiation.
In this manner the assemblies
of Good Samaritans, consisting of male and
female members, bear a very near resemblance to the female Lodges, which, under
the name of "Ma9onnerie d' Adoption,"
prevail in France.
;

:

:

GOOD

"

;

GOTHIC

Good

Slieptaerd. Our Saviour called
himself the Good Shepherd.
Thus, in
St. John's Gospel, (x. 14, 15, 16,) he says
" I am the Good Shepherd, and know my
sheep, and am known of mine. As the
Father knoweth me, even so know I the
Father: and I lay down my life for the
sheep. And other sheep I have, which are
not of this fold them also must I bring,
and they shall hear my voice and there
shall be one fold, and one Shepherd."
Hence, in Masonic as well as in Christian
symbolism, Christ is naturally called the
Good Shepherd.
:

;

Good Sbepberd, Sign of

the.

When

Jesus was relating (Luke xv.) the
parable in which one having lost a sheep
goes into the wilderness to search for it, he
said: "And when he hath found it, he
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing." Mr.
Hettner, a German writer on Greek cus" When the Greek carries
toms, says
home his lamb, he slings it round his neck,
holding it by the feet crossed over the
breast.
This is to be seen with us also,
but the sight is especially attractive at
Athens, for it was in this manner that the
ancients represented Hermes as the guardian and multiplier of flocks so. stood the
statue of Hermes at Olyrapia, Occhalia,
and Tanagra. Small marble statues of this
kind have even come down to us, one of
which is to be seen in the Pembroke collection at Wilton House; another, a smaller
one, in the Stoa of Hadrian, at Athens.
This representation, however, appears most
frequently in the oldest works of Christian
art, in which the laden Hermes is turned
into a laden Christ, who often called himself the Good Shepherd, and expressly says
in the Gospel of St. Luke, that when the
shepherd finds the sheep, he lays it joyfully
on his shoulder."
Now, although the idea of the Good
Shepherd may have been of Pagan origin,
yet derived from the parable of our Saviour
in St. Luke and his language in St. John,
it was early adopted by the Christians as a
:

And hence

;
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the Christian degree of Rose

Croix has very naturally appropriated the
" sign of the Good Shepherd " the representation of Christ bearing his once lost
but now recovered sheep upon his shoulders, as one of its most impressive symbols.
Goose
Gridiron. An alehouse
with this sign, in London House- Yard, at
the north end of St. Paul's. In 1717 the
Lodge of Antiquity met at the Goose and
Gridiron, and it was there that the first
quarterly communication of the Grand
Lodge of England, after the revival of 1717,
was held on the 24th of June, 1717.
Gormogons. A secret society established in 1724, in England, in opposition
to Freemasonry.
One of its rules was that

and

no Freemason could be admitted until he
was first degraded, and had then renounced
the Masonic Order. It was absurdly and
intentionally pretentious in its character;
claiming, in ridicule of Freemasonry, a great
antiquity, and pretending that it was descended from an ancient society in China.

There was much antipathy between the
two associations, as will appear from the
following doggerel, published in 1729 by
Henry Carey

;

religious

emblem.

The Good Shepherd

bearing the sheep upon his shoulders, the
two hands of the Shepherd crossed upon
his breast and holding the legs of the sheep,
is a very common subject in the paintings
of the earliest Christian era. It is an expressive symbol of the Saviour's love
of
him who taught us to build the new temple
of eternal life
and, consequently, as
Didron says, " the heart and imagination
of Christians have dwelt fondly upon this
theme; it has been unceasingly repeated
under every possible aspect, and may be
almost said to have been worn threadbare
by Christian art. From the earliest ages,
Christianity completely made it her own.".

—

—

"

The Masons and the Gormogons
Are laughing at one another.
While all mankind are laughing at them
Then why do they make such a bother ?

" They bait their hook for simple gulls.
And truth with bam they smother
But when tliey 've taken in their culls.
Why then 't is Welcome, Brother

—

!

The Gormogons made a great splutter in
and published many squibs against

their day,

Freemasonry yet that is still living, while
the Gormogons were long ago extinguished.
They seemed to have flourished for but a
very few years.
Gotbic Arcbitectnre. Of all the
styles of architecture, the Gothic is that
which is most intimately connected with
the history of Freemasonry, having been
the system peculiarly practised by the
Freemasons of the Middle Ages. To what
country or people it owes its origin has
never been satisfactorily determined; although it has generally been conjectured
that it was of Arabic or Saracenic extraction, and that it was introduced into Europe by persons returning from the Crusades. The Christians who had been in
the Holy Wars received there an idea of
the Saracenic works, which they imitated
on their return to the West, and refined
on them as they proceeded in the building
The Italians, Germans,
of churches.
French, and Flemings, with Greek refugees,
united in a fraternity of architects and
;
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GRAND

GOTHIC

ranged from country to country, and erected
buildings according to the Gothic style,
which they had learned during their
visits to the East, and whose fundamental
principles they improved by the addition
of other details derived from their own
architectural taste and judgment.
Hence
Sir Christopher Wren thinks that this style
of the Mediaeval Freemasons should be
rather called the Saracenic than the Gothic.
This style, which was distinguished, by its
pointed arches, and especially by the perpendicularity of its lines, from the rounded
arch and horizontal lines of previous styles,
was altogether in the hands of those architects who were known, from the tenth to
the sixteenth centuries, as Freemasons, and
who kept their system of building as a
secret, and thus obtained an entire monopoly of both domestic and ecclesiastical

architecture.
At length, when the gilds or
fraternities of Freemasons, "who alone,"
says Mr. Hope, " held the secrets of Gothic
art," were dissolved, the style itself was

and was succeeded by what Paley says
(Man. of Ooth. Arch., p. 15,) was "a worse
than brazen era of architecture." For fur-

lost,

ther details, see Travelling Freemasons.

Gothic Constitutions.

A

14, 1865, at the ripe old

age of eighty-eight,

and being at the time, probably the oldest
possessor of the thirtieth degree in the world.
Brother Gourgas was distinguished for the
purity of his life and the powers of his inHis Masonic library was very valtellect.
uable, and especially rich in manuscripts.

His correspondence with Dr. Moses Holbrook, at one time Grand Commander of
the Southern Council, is in the Archives of
that body, and bears testimony to his large
Masonic attainments.
Grades. Degrees in Masonry are
sometimes so called. It is a French word.
See Degrees.

Grammar.

One of the seven liberal
sciences, which forms, with Logic
and Rhetoric, a triad dedicated to the cul" God," says Sanctivation of language.
and

arts

tius,

" created

man

the participant of rea-

and as he willed him to be a social
being, he bestowed upon him the gift of
language, in the perfecting of which there
The first is Orammar,
are three aids.
which rejects from language all solecisms
and barbarous expressions; the second is
Logic, which is occupied with the truthfulness of language and the third is Rhetoric,
which seeks only the adornment of lanson

;

;

title

sometimes given to the Constitutions which
are supposed to have been adopted by the
Freemasons at the city of York, in the
tenth century, and so called in allusion to
the Gothic architecture which was introduced into England by the Fraternity. A

guage."

more

teenth of the Rite of Elected Cohens ; 3.
The twenty-third of the Rite of Mizraim;
and 4. The twenty-fourth of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.

correct and more usual designation of
these laws is the York Conatitutions, which
see.

Gothic Mysteries.

See Scandina-

Grand

A

Architect.
degree in
several of the Kites modelled upon the
twelfth of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. It is, 1. The sixth degree
of the Reform of St. Martin 2. The four;

Grand Architect of the IJniGourgas, John James Joseph. verse. The title applied in the technical
A merchant of New York, who was born language of Freemasonry to the Deity. It

vian Mysteries.

in France in 1777, and received a member
of the Scottish Kite in 1806. His name is
intimately connected with the rise and progress of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Kite in the Northern Jurisdiction of the

United States. Through his representations and his indefatigable exertions, the
Mother Council at Charleston was induced
to denounce the spurious Consistory of
Joseph Cerneau in the city of New York,
and to establish there a Supreme Council
for the Northern Jurisdiction, of which Bro.
Gourgas was elected the Secretary General!

He

continued to hold this office until 1832
when he was elected Sovereign Grand Commander. In 1851, on the removal of the
Grand East of the Supreme Council to
Boston, he resigned his office in favor of
Brother Giles Fonda Yateg, but continued
to take an active interest, so far as hi's age
would permit, in the Rite until his death,
which occurred at New York on February

appropriate that a society founded on
the principles of architecture, which symbolizes the terms of that science to moral
purposes,-and whose members profess to be
the architects of a spiritual temple, should
view the Divine Being, under whose holy
law they are constructing that edifice, as
their Master Builder or Grand Architect.
is

Grand Chapter. A Grand Chapter

consists of the High Priests, Kings, and
Scribes, for the time being, of the several
Chapters under its jurisdiction, of the Past

Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests,
Kings.and Scribes ofthe said Grand Chapter.
In some Grand Chapters Past High Priests
are admitted to membership, but in others
they are not granted this privilege, unless
they shall have served as Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings, or Scribes.
Grand Chapters have the sole government
and superintendence of the several Royal

Arch Chapters and Lodges of Most Excoi-

GRAND

GRAND

lent Past and Mark Masters within their
several jurisdictions.
Until the year 1797, there was no organization of Grand Chapters in the United
States.
Chapters were held under the authority of a Master's Warrant, although the

the superior jurisdiction of the Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third. The members
of the Grand Consistory are required to be
in possession of the thirty-second degree.
Council. The title given to
the first three officers of a Eoyal Arch
Chapter. Also the name of the superintending body of Cryptic Masonry in any
It is composed of the first
jurisdiction.
three officers of each Council in the jurisdiction.
Its officers are: Most Puissant
Grand Master, Thrice Illustrious Deputy
Grand Master, Illustrious Grand Conductor
of the Works, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand Chaplain, Grand Marshal,
Grand Captain of the Guards, Grand Conductor of the Council, and Grand Steward.
East. The city in which the
Grand Lodge, or other governing Masonic

consent of a

neighboring

Chapter was

generally deemed expedient. But in 1797,
delegates from several of the Chapters in
the Northern States assembled at Boston
for the purpose of deliberating on the expediency of organizing a Grand Chapter
for the government and regulation of the
several Chapters within the said States.
This convention prepared an address to the
Chapters in New York and New England,
disclaiming the power of any Grand Lodge
to exercise authority over Eoyal Arch
Masons, and declaring it expedient to establish a Grand Chapter.
In consequence
of this address, delegates from most of the
States above mentioned met at Hartford
in January, 1798, and organized a Grand
Chapter, formed and adopted a Constitution, and elected and installed their officers.
This example was quickly followed by other
parts of the Union, and Grand Chapters
now exist in nearly all the States.
The officers of a Grand Chapter are usually the same as those of a Chapter, with
the distinguishing prefix of "Grand" to
the titles. The jewels are also the same,
but enclosed within a circle. In England
and Scotland the Grand Chapter bears the
title of Supreme Grand Chapter.
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Grand

Body, is situated, and whence its official
documents emanate, is called the Grand
Thus, a document issued by the
East.
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts would be
dated from the " Grand East of Boston,"
or if from the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
it would be the " Grand East of New Orleans." The place where a Grand Lodge
meets is therefore called a Grand East.
The word is in constant use on the continent of Europe and in America, but seldom
employed in England, Scotland, or Ireland.
Grand Encampment. See Micampment, Orand.

Grand High

Priest. The presidGrand Royal Arch Chapter
Grand Commander. The presid- in the American system. The powers and
ing officer of a Grand Commandery of prerogatives of a Grand High Priest are
far more circumscribed than those of a
Knights Templars.
Grand Commander of tbe East- Grand Master. As the office has been conern Star. (Orand Commandeur de stitutionally created by the Grand Chapter,
A degree in Pyron's and did not precede it as that of Grand
PEtoile d' Orient.)
Masters did the Grand Lodges, he possesses
collection.
Grand ConclaTe. The title of the no inherent prerogatives, but those only
presiding body of Teraplarism in England which are derived from and delegated to
him by the Constitution of the Grand ChapIS the "Grand Conclave of the Religious
and Military Order of Masonic Knights
Templars."

Grand Conservators. On
1814, the

July

1,

ing

officer

of a

and regulations formed under it for the
government of Eoyal Arch Masonry.
ter

Grand Inquiring Commander.

Grand Mastership of the Order in The

France, then held by Prince Cambac6rfes,
was, in consequence of the political troubles
attendant upon the restoration of the monarchy, declared vacant by the Grand Orient.
On August 12, the Grand Orient decreed
that the functions of Grand Master should
be provisionally discharged by a commission consisting of three Grand officers, to
be called Grand Conservators, and Macdonald, Duke of Tarentum, the Count de
Beurnonville, and Timbrune, Count de
Val§nce, were appointed to that office.
Consistory. The governing
body over a State of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite; subject, however, to

Grand

sixty-sixth degree of the Eite of Mizraim.

Grand Inspector, Inquisitor
Commander. The thirty-first degree
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Bite.
It is not an historical degree, but simply a
judicial power of the higher degreesi The
place of meeting is called a Supreme Tribunal. The decorations are white, and the
presiding officer is styled Most Perfect
President. The jewel of the degree is a
Teutonic. cross of silver attached to white

watered ribbon.

Grand liOdge. A Grand Lodge is the
dogmatic and administrative authority of
Ancient Craft Masonry, or the three Sym-

:
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boUcdegrees. Itisdefined in the old Charges
of 1725 as " consisting of and formed by the
Masters and Wardens of all the regular
Lodges upon record, with the Grand Master
at their head, and his Deputy on his left
hand, and the Grand Wardens in their proper places." This definition refers to a very
modern organization, for of Grand Lodges
thus constituted we have no written evidence previous to the year 1717, when Freemasonry was revived in England. Previous to that time the administrative authority of the Craft was exercised by a
General Assembly of the Masons of a jurisdiction which met annually. (See Assembly.)
The true history of Grand Lodges
commences, therefore, from what has been
called the era of the revival.
In 1717, there were only four Lodges
in existence in London, and no others in
the whole south of England. These four
Lodges determimed, if possible, to revive
the Institution from its depressed state, and
accordingly they met in February, 1717, at
the Apple-Tree Tavern, (whose name has
thus been rendered famous for all time;) and
after placing the oldest Master Mason, who
was the Master of a Lodge, in the chair,
they constituted themselves into a Grand
Lodge, and resolved, says Preston, " to revive the quarterly communications of the
Fraternity." On the following St. John
the Baptist's day, the Grand Lodge was
duly organized, and Mr. Anthony Sayre
was elected Grand Master, who " appointed
his Wardens, and commanded the brethren
of the four old Lodges to meet him and
the Wardens quarterly in communication."
From that time Grand Lodges have been
uninterruptedly held receiving, however,
;

at different periods, various modifications.
Grand Lodge is invested with power
and authority over all the Craft- within its
jurisdiction.
It is the Supreme Court of
Appeal in all Masonic cases, and to its
decrees implicit obedience must be paid
by every Lodge and every Mason situated
within its control. The government of
Grand Lodges is, therefore, completely desWhile a Grand Lodge exists, its
potic.
edicts must be respected and obeyed with-

A

out examination by its subordinate Lodges.
This autocratic power of a Grand Lodge
is based upon a principle'of expediency, and
derived from the fundamental law established at the organization of Grand Lodges
in the beginning of the last century.
In
so large a body as the Craft, it is absolutely
necessary that there should be a supreme
controlling body to protect the Institution
from anarchy, and none could be more conveniently selected than one which, by its
representative character, is, or ought to be,
composed of the united wisdom, prudence,

and experience of all the subordinate
Lodges under its obedience so that the
voice of the Grand Lodge is nothing else
than the voice of the Craft expressed by
Hence the twelfth
their representatives.
;

of the General Regulations declares that
" the Grand Lodge consists of, and is formed

by, the Masters and Wardens of all the
regular particular Lodges upon record."
So careful has the Institution been to
preserve the dogmatic and autocratic power
of the Grand Lodge, that all elected Masters
are required, at the time of their installation, to make the following declaration
" You agree to hold in veneration the
original rulers and patrons of the Order of
Freemasonry, and their regular successors,
supreme and subordinate, according to
their stations; and to submit to the awards
and resolutions of your brethren in Grand
Lodge convened, in every case, consistent
with the Constitutions of the Order.
" You promise to pay homage to the
Grand Master for the time being, and to
his officers when duly installed, and strictly
every edict of the Grand
to conform to

Lodge."
organization of new Grand Lodges
America has followed that adopted, in
essential particulars, by the four Lodges
which established the Grand Lodge of Eng-

The

in

land in 1717. When it is desired to organize a Grand Lodge, three or more legally-constituted Lodges, working in any
State, territory, or other independent political division,

where no Grand Lodge

al-

ready exists, may meet in convention,
adopt by-laws, elect officers, and organize
a Grand Lodge. The Lodges within its
jurisdiction then surrender tlieir Warrants
of constitution to the Grand Lodges from
which they respectively had received them,
and accept others from the newly-organized Grand Lodge, which thenceforward
exercises all MaSonic jurisdiction over the
State in which it has been organized.
A Grand Lodge thus organized consists
of the Masters and Wardens of all the
Lodges under its jurisdiction, and such
Past Masters as may enroll themselves or
be elected as members. Past Masters are
not, however, members of the Grand Lodge
by inherent right, but only by courtesy,
and no Past Master can remain a member
of the Grand Lodge unless he is attached
to some subordinate Lodge in its jurisdiction.

All Grand Lodges are governed by the
following officers: Grand Master, Deputy
Grand Master, Senior and Junior Grand
Wardens, Grand Treasurer, and Grand
Secretary. These are usually termed the
Grand officers; in addition to them there
are subordinate officers appointed by the

a
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Grand Master and the Grand Wardens, are unfolded. Its officers are three
sucli as Grand Deacons, Grand Stewards, Master, and two Wardens.
The Chapter
Grand Marshal, Grand Pursuivant, Grand is decorated with white and red hangings,
Sword Bearer, and Grand Tiler but their and furnished with the five orders of archinumber and titles vary in diflferent Grand tecture, and a case of mathematical instruLodges.
ments. The apron is white, lined with
;

Grand

A

I^odge Manuscript.

of parchment, nine inches in length
and five in breadth, containing the Legend
of the Craft and the Old Charges. It is
preserved in the archives of the Grand
Lodge of England, but there is no record
of how it got there. AfiSxed to it is the
date A. D. 1132, which is evidently an error,
and was most probably intended for 1632,
perhaps 1532, for in the sixteenth century
manuscripts there is a very slight difference in the form of the 1 and the 5. This
manuscript was first noticed by Brother W.
J. Hughan, who transcribed it, and published it in his Old Charges of British Freemasons.
Master. The presiding officer of the symbolic degrees in a jurisdiction.
He presides, of course, over the
Grand Lodge, and has the right not only
to be present, but also to preside in every
Lodge, with the Master of the Lodge on
his left hand, and to order his Grand Wardens to attend him, and act as Wardens in
that particular Lodge. He has the right
of visiting the Lodges and inspecting their
books and mode of work as often as he

roll

Grand

pleaSes, or, if unable to do so, he may depute his Grand officers to act for him.

He

has the power of granting dispensations for
the formation of new Lodges ; which dispensations are of force until revoked by
himself or the Grand Lodge. He may also
grant dispensations for several other purposes, for which see the article Dispensation.
Formerly, the Grand Master appointed his Grand officers, but this regulation has been repealed, and the Grand officers are now all elected by the Grand
Lodges.
When the Grand Master visits a Lodge,
he must be received with the greatest respect, and the Master of the Lodge should
always offer him the chair, which the
Grand Master may or may not accept at
his pleasure.

blue; and the jewel is a gold medal, on
which are engraved the orders of architecture.
It is suspended by a stone-colored
ribbon.

Grand Master Mason.

The

title

fiven to the Grand Master in the Grand
lodge of Scotland.

Grand Master of all Symbolic
liOdg^S. [Venerable Maltre de toutes les
Loges.) The twentieth degree in the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Kite. The presiding
officer is styled Venerable Grand Master,
and is assisted by two Wardens in the west.
The decorations of the Lodge are blue and
yellow. The old ritual contains some interesting instructions respecting the first and
second Temple.

Among the traditions preserved by the
possessors of this degree, is one which
states that after the third Temple was destroyed by Titus, the son of Vespasian, the
Christian Freemasons who were then in
the Holy Land, being filled with sorrow,
departed from

home

with the determina-

tion of building a fourth, and that, dividing
themselves into several bodies, they dispersed over the various parts of Europe.
The greater number went to Scotland, and
repaired to the town of Kilwinning, where
they established a Lodge and built an abbey, and where the records of the Order
were deposited. This tradition, preserved
in the original rituals, is a very strong presumptive evidence that the degree owed its
existence to the Templar system of Eamsay.
Master of JLlgtat. One of
the various names bestowed on the degre#

Grand

of Knight of St. Andrew.

Grand Offerings. According to the
English system of lectures, three important
events recorded in Scripture are designated
as the three grand offerings of Masonry,
because they are said to have occurred on
Mount Moriah, which symbolically represents the ground-floor of the Lodge. These
three grand offerings are as follows The
:

Should the Grand Master die, or be absent from the jurisdiction during his term
of office, the Deputy Grand Master assumes
his powers, or, if there be no Deputy, then

first

grand offering was when Abraham

prepared to

offer

up

his son Isaac

;

the sec-

ond was when David built an altar to stay
the pestilence with which his people were
the Grand Wardens according to seniority. afflicted and the third was when Solomon
Grand Master Architect. ( Grand dedicated to Jehovah the Temple which he
MaUre Architect.) The twelfth degree in the had completed. See Orownd- Floor of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite. This Lodge.
is strictly a scientific degree, resembling in
Grand Officers. The elective officers
that respect the degree of Fellow Craft. of a superintending Masonic body, such as
In it the principles of architecture and the Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, etc., are so
connection of the liberal arts with Masonry called. The appointed officers are desig;

2Q
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nated as subordinate officers but this distinction is not always strictly observed.
;

Grand Orient. Most of the Grand
Lodges established by the Latin races,
such as those of France, Spain, Italy, and
the South American States, are called
Grand Orients. The word is thus, in one
sense, synonymous with Grand Lodge but
these Grand Orients have often a more ex;

tensive obedience than Grand Lodges, frequently exercising jurisdiction over the
highest degrees, from which English and

American Grand Lodges refrain. Thus,
the Grand Orient of France exercises jurisdiction not only over the seven degrees of
own Rite, but also over the thirty-three

its

of the Ancient and Accepted, and over

all

the mother Rites which are practised in
France.
Grand Orient is also used in English,
especially in American, Masonry to indicate the seat of the Grand Lodge of
highest Masonic power, and is thus equivalent to Grand East, which see.
Pontiff. ( Grand Pontife ou

and

Grand

Sublime Ecoaaais.) The nineteenth degree
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
The degree is occupied in an examination
of the Apocalyptic mysteries of the New
Jerusalem. Its officers are a Thrice Puissant and one Warden, The Thrice Puissant is seated in the east on a throne
canopied with blue, and wears a white satin
robe. The Warden is in the west, and holds
a staff of gold. The members are clothed
in white, with blue fillets embroidered with
twelve stars of gold, and are called True
and Faithful Brothers. The decorations
of the Lodge are blue sprinkled with gold
stars.

liam Cowper was chosen by the Grand
Lodge. The office was therefore at first an
elective one, but Anderson, in his edition
of 1738, says that "ever since, the new
Grand Master, upon his commencement,
appoints the Secretary, or continues him
by returning him the books." This usage
is still pursued by the modern Grand Lodge
of England ; but in every jurisdiction of
this country the office of Grand Secretary
is an elective one. The jewel of the Grand
Secretary is a circle enclosing two pens
His badge of office was formerly
crossed.
a bag. See Bag.
Grand Stewards. Officers ofa Grand
Lodge, whose duty it is to prepare and serve
at the Grand Feast. This duty was at first
performed by the Grand Wardens, but in
1720 they were authorized " to take some
Stewards to their assistance." This was
sometimes done and sometimes omitted, so
that often there were no Stewards. In 1732,
the Stewards, to the number of twelve,
were made permanent officers ; and it was
resolved that in future, at the annual election, each Steward should nominate his

At present, in the Grand Lodge
of England, eighteen Grand Stewards are
annually appointed from eighteen different
Lodges. Each Lodge recommends one of
its subscribing members, who is nominated
by the former Steward of that Lodge, and
the appointment is made by the Grand
Master. The number of Grand Stewards
in this country seldom exceeds two, and
the appointment is made in some Grand
Lodges by the Grand Master, and in others
by the Junior Grand Warden. The jewel
of a Grand Steward is a cornucopia within
a circle, and his badge of office a white rod.
successor.

Grand Principals.

The first three
Grand Stewards' Iiodge. AcGrand Chapter of England cording to the Constitutions of England,
are so called. They are respectively desig- the past and present Grand Stewards connated as Z., H., and J., meaning Zerubba- stitute a Lodge, which has no number, but
bel, Haggai, and Joshua.
is registered in the Grand Lodge books at
Grand Prior. 1. Each chief or con- the head of all other Lodges. It is repreventual bailiff of the eight languages of sented in the Grand Lodge by its Master,
the Order of Malta was called a Grand Wardens, and Past Masters, but has no
Prior. There were also other Grand Priors, Eower of making Masons.
The institution
officers of

under

the

whom

were several Oommanderies.
Priors of the Order were twentysix in number. .2. The third officer in the
Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States. See Prior.
Secretary. The recording

The Grand

Grand

and corresponding officer of a Grand Lodge,
whose signature must be attached to every
document issued from the Grand Lodge;
where there is no Grand Register or Keeper
of the Seals, he is the custodian of the Seal
of the Grand Lodge. The Regulations of
1722 had provided for the office, but no ap-

pointment was made until 1723, when Wil-

as not been introduced into this country
except in the Grand Lodge of Maryland,
where the Grand Stewards' Lodge acts as a
Committee of Grievances during the recess
of the Grand Lodge.

Grand

Tiler.

An

officer

who

per-

forms in a Grand Lodge the same duties
that a Tiler does in a subordinate Lodge.
The Grand Tiler is prohibited from being a
member of the Grand Lodge, because his
duties outside of the door would prevent
his taking part in the deliberations of the
body.
Treasurer. The office of
Grand Treasurer was provided for by the

Grand
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Eeguktions of 1722, and in 1724, on the if his nomination was not approved, the
organization of the Committee of Charity, Grand Lodge proceeded to an election. By
it was enacted that a Treasurer should be
the present Constitutions of England the
appointed. But it was not until 1727 that power of appointment is vested absolutely
the office appears to have been really filled in the Grand Master. In this country the
by the selection of Nathaniel Blakerly. Grand Wardens are elected by the Grand
But as he was elected Deputy Grand Mas- Lodge.
ter in the same year, and yet continued to
Grasse Tilly, Alexandre Franperform the duties of Treasurer, it does not cois Angnste Comte de.
He was
appear to have been considered as a dis- the son of the Comte de Grasse who comtinct appointment.
In 1738, he demitted manded the French fleet that had been sent
the office, when Revis, the Grand Secretary, to the assistance of the Americans in their
was appointed. But he declined on the revolutionary struggle. De Grasse Tilly
ground that the offices of Secretary and was born at Versailles, in France, about the
Treasurer should not be held by the" same year 1766. He was initiated in the Mother
person,
"the one being a check on the Scottish Lodge du Contrat Social; and subother." So that, in 1739, it was made a sequently, going over to America, resided
permanent office of the Grand Lodge by for some time in the island of St. Domingo,
the appointment of Bro. John Jesse.
It is whence he removed to the city of Charleston,
an elective office and it was provided, by in South Carolina, where, in 1796, he affilithe Old Eegulations, that he should be " a ated with the French Lodge la Candeur.
brother of good worldly substance." The In 1799, he was one of the founders of the
duties are similar to those of the Treasurer Lodge la Eeunion Fran<;aise, of which he
of a subordinate Lodge. The jewel is a was at one time the Venerable or Master.
circle enclosing two keys crossed, or in In 1802, the Comte de" Grasse was a memsaltire.
According to ancient custom, his ber of the Supreme Council of the Ancient
badge of office was a white staff", but this is and Accepted Eite, which had been estabgenerally disused in this country.
lished the year before at Charleston and in
Orand Wardens. The Senior and the same year he received a patent as
Junior Grand Wardens are the third and Grand Commander for life of the French
fourth officers of a Grand Lodge. Their West India islands. In 1802 he returned
duties do not differ very materially from to St. Domingo, and established a Supreme
those of the corresponding officers of a sub- Council of the Scottish Eite at Port au
ordinate LodgBj. but their powers are of Prince. In 1804 he went to Europe, and
course more extensive.
labored with great energy for the extension
The Grand Wardens succeed to the gov- of the Ancient and Accepted Eite. On
ernment of the Craft, in order of rank, September 22, 1804, he founded at Paris a
upon the death or absence from the juris- Supreme Council of the Ancient and Acdiction of the Grand and Deputy Grand cepted Scottish Eite, of which body he was,
On
Masters. See Succession to the Chair.
until 1806, the Grand Commander.
It is also their prerogative to accompany March 5, 1805, he organized a Supreme
the Grand Master in his visitations of the Council at Milan, in Italy, and on July 4,
Lodges, and when there to act as his War- 1811, another at Madrid, in Spain. The
dens.
Comte de Grasse was an officer in the
In the absence of the Senior Grand War- French army, and was taken prisoner by
den, the Junior does not occupy the west, the English and detained in England until
but retains his position in the south. 1815, when he returned to Paris. He imHaving been elected and installed to pre- mediately resumed his functions as Grand
side in the south, and to leave that station Commander of a body which took the unonly for the east, the temporary vacancy authorized pretentious title of the Supreme
For several years
in the west must be supplied by the ap- Council of America.
pointment by the Grand Master of some Scottish Masonry in France was convulsed
other brother. See Wardens.
with dissensions, which De Grasse vainly
On the same principle, the Senior Grand labored to reconcile. Finally, in 1818, he
Warden does not supply the place of the resigned his post as Grand Commander,
absent Deputy Grand Master, but retains and was succeeded by the Comte Decazes.
From that period he appears to have passed
his station in the west.
The old Charges of 1722 required that quietly out of the Masonic history of France,
no one could be a Grand Warden until he and probably died soon after.
had been the Master of a Lodge. The rule
Grave. The grave is, in the Master's
degree, the analogue of the pastos, couch
still continues in force, either by specific
or coffin, in the Ancient Mysteries, and is
regulations or by the force of usage.
By the Eegulations of 1721, the Grand intended scenically to serve the same purMaster nominated the Grand Wardens, but pose. The grave is, therefore, in that de-

—

;

;

GREATER

GREGORIANS

gree, intended, in connection with the sprig
of acacia, to teach symbolically the great

appropriate color of the degree, because
truth is there said to be the palladium of
the Order.
In the degree of Knight of the East, in
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
may
green is also the symbolic color.
very readily suppose, from the close connection of this degree in its ritual with that
of the Red Cross Knight, that the same
symbolic explanation of the color would
apply to both, and I think that such an exElanation might very properly be made;
ut it is generally supposed by its possessors that the green of the Knights of the
East alludes to the waters of the river Euphrates, and hence its symbolism is not
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Masonic doctrine of a future life.
Oreater liigbts. See Lights, Symbolic.

Greece. In 1867, the first steps were
taken to establish a Grand Lodge in Greece
by the Lodges which had been recently
founded there by the Grand Orient of Italy,
but owing to various causes the organization did not succeed, and until 1872 the
Grecian Lodges were presided over by a
Deputy Grand Master, appointed by and
the representative of the Grand Orient of
Italy.

On

July

22, 1872,

the Lodges of Greece

We

met at Athens, and organized the Grand moral but historical.
The evergreen of the third degree is to
Lodge of Greece, electing His Imperial
Highness Prince Ehodocanakis the first the Master Mason an emblem of immortalGrand Master. The Order is now repre- ity. Green was with the Druids a symbol
sented by seven Lodges, at Syra, Athens, of hope, and the virtue of hope with a MaPiraeus, Chalkis, Corfu, Patras, Lamia, and son illustrates hope of immortality.
In all
Argos.
At the same time a Supreme Council of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
was organized. The seat of both bodies is
at Athens.

Greece, Mysteries in. The princiPagan mysteries celebrated in Greece
were Ihe Eleusinian and the Bacchic, both
of which see.
Green. Green, as a Masonic color, is
pal

almost confined to the four degrees of Perfect Master, Knight of the East, Knight of
the Red Cross, and Prince of Mercy. In
the degree of Perfect Master it is a symbol
of the moral resurrection of the candidate,
teaching him that being dead to vice he
should hope to revive in virtue.
In the degree of Knight of the Red Cross,
this color is employed as a symbol of the
immutable nature of truth, which, like the
bay tree, will ever flourish in immortal
green.

This idea of the unchanging immortality
of that which is divine and true, was always connected by the ancients with the
color of green. Among the Egyptians, the
god Phtha, the active spirit, the creator and
regenerator of the world, the goddess
Pascht, the divine preserver, and Thoth, the
instructor of men in the sacred doctrines of
truth, were all painted in the hieroglyphic
system with green flesh.
Portal says, in his essay on Symbolic
Colors, that "green was the symbol of victory " and this reminds us of the motto
of the Red Cross Knights, " magna est Veri-

the Ancient Mysteries, this idea was carried
out, and green symbolized the birth of the
world, and the moral creation or resurrection of the initiate.
If we apply this to the
evergreen of the Master Mason we shall
again find a resemblance, for the acacia is
emblematic of a new creation of the body,
and a moral and physical resurrection.

Greeting.

This word means salutaunder the form of " Thrice Greeting," it is very common at the head of Masonic documents. In the beginning of the
last century it was usual at the meeting of
Masons to say, " God's good greeting be to
tion, and,

happy meeting." Brown gives the
formula as practised in 1800 " The recommendation I bring is from the right worthy
and worshipful brothers and fellows of the
Holy Lodge of St. John, who greet your
worship well." This formula is obsolete,
but the word greeting is still in use among
Freemasons. In Masonic documents it is
sometimes found in the form of S.'. S.'. S.'.,
which three letters are the initials of the
Latin word salutem or health, three times
repeated, and therefore equivalent to
this our

:

"Thrice Greeting."

Gregorians. An association established early in the eighteenth century in
ridicule of and ia opposition to the Free_

There was some feud between the
two Orders, but the Gregorians at last succumbed, and long ago became extinct.
They lasted, however, at least until the end
masons.

and

of the century, for there is extant a Sermon
preached before them in 1797. They must
too, by that time, have changed their char-

mighty above all things; and hence green is
the symbolic color of that degree.
In the degree of Prince of Mercy, or the
twenty-sixth degree of the Scottish Rite,
greea is also symbolic of truth, and is the

acter, for Prince William Frederick of
Gloucester was then their presiding officer ;
and Dr. Munkhouse, the author of that
sermon, who was a very ardent Mason,
speaks in high terms of the Order as an

;

tas

et

prevalebit,"

— great

is

truth

;

GREINEMANN

GUGOMOS

Freemasonry, and distinguished for
" benign tendency and salutary effects."

ally of
its
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was the second grand offering; and lastly, it
was here, that when the Temple was completed. King Solomon dedicated that mag-

Grreinemann, liUdwig. A Dominican monk, who, while preaching a nificent structure to the service of Jehovah,
course of Lent sermons at Aix-la-Chapelle with the offering of pious prayers and many
in 1779, endeavored to prove that the Jews costly presents
and this was the third
who crucified Jesus were Freemasons; that grand offering.
Pilate and Herod were Wardens in a MaThis sacred spot was once the threshingsonic Lodge; and that Judas, before he be- floor of Oman the Jebusite, and from him
trayed his Lord, had been initiated in the David purchased it for fifty shekels of
synagogue, the thirty pieces of silver which silver. The Kabbalists delight to invest it
he returned being the amount of his fee for with still more solemn associations, And deinitiation.
With discourses like these, clare that it was the spot on which Adam
Greinemann, who had threatened, if his was born and Abel slain. See ffoly Ground.
followers would assist him, he would slay
Ground-Floor of King Soloevery Freemason he met with his own hand, mon's Temple. This is said to have
so excited the people, that the magistrates been a Mosaic pavement, consisting of
were compelled to issue an edict forbidding black and white stones laid lozengewise,
the assemblies of the Freemasons. Peter and surrounded by a tesselated border. The
Schuffj a Capuchin, also vied with Greine- tradition of the Order is that Entered Apmann in the labor of persecution, and peace prentices' Lodges were held on the groundwas not restored until the neighboring free floor of King Solomon's Temple; and hence
imperial states threatened that, if the a Mosaic pavement, or a carpet representing
monks did not refrain from stirring up the one, is a very common decoration of Mamob against Freemasonry, they should be sonic Lodges. See Mosaic Pavement, and
prohibited from collecting alms in their Grand Offerings.
territories.
Guard. See JDiie Guard.
Grip. This word is peculiar to Masonic
Guard of the Conclave. See Knight
language. It is not to be found in any of the Christian Mark.
English dictionary except Webster's, where
Guards. Officers used in working the
it is marked as " obsolete or vulgar."
The rituals of the Red Cross and Templar decorrect equivalent English word is " gripe," grees.
They do not constitute regular
which is used also in one or two Masonic officers of a Council or Commandery, but
works of the beginning of the last century
are appointed pro re natd.
but grip was very soon adopted as the techGuerrier de Dumast. A distinnical word of Masonry; and so uninter- guished French Mason, born at Nancy on
rupted has been its use, that at length, not- February 26, 1796. He is the author of a
withstanding the derogatory remark of poem entitled La Magonnerve, in three canWebster, it has passed into the colloquial tos, enriched with historical, etymological,
language of the day to signify a grasp of and critical notes, published in 1820. For
the hand. But in Masonry the meaning of this work he received from the Lodge
the word is somewhat different. German Frferes Artistes, of which he was the orator,
Masons call it der griff, and French ones, a gold medal. He was the author of several
other works both Masonic and secular.
I'attouehement.
Gugomos, iSaron Ton. An imOroton. In the.Leland Manuscript, a
corruption of Crotona, where Pythagoras postor in Masonry, who, in 1775, appeared
in Germany, and, being a member of the
established his school.
Ground-Floor of the liodge. Order of Strict Observance, claimed that
Mount Moriah, on which the Temple of he had been delegated by the Unknown
Solomon was built,. is symbolically called Superiors of the Holy See at Cyprus to
the ground-floor of the Lodge, and hence it establish a new Order of Knights Templars.
Calling himself Dux and High Priest, he
is said that "the Lodge rests on holy
ground." This ground-floor of the Lodge convoked a Masonic Congress at Wiesis remarkable for three great events rebaden, which, notwithstanding the warning
corded in Scripture, and which are called of Dr. Bode, was attended by many influen" the three grand offerings of Masonry." It tial members of the Fraternity. His prewas here that Abraham prepared, as a token tensions were so absurd, that at length his
of his faith, to offer up his beloved son imposture was detected, and he escaped
In 1786, GuIsaac
this was theflrst grand offering ; it secretly out of Wiesbaden.
was here that David, when his people were gomos confessed the imposition, and, it is
afflicted with a pestilence, built an altar, and said, asserted that he had been employed
offered thereon peace-offerings and burnt-of- as a tool by the Jesuits to perform this part,
ferings to appease the wrath of God
this that Freemasonry might be injured.

—

—

—
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HAGGAI

GUIBBS

Onillemaln de St. Tlctor,

Onlbbs. The names given to the Assassins of the third degree by some of the
inventors of the high degrees, are of so
singular a form as to have almost irresistibly led to the conclusion that these names

A distinguished French writer,
published several works on Freemasonry, the most valuable and best known
of which is his Recueil Preeieux de la Magonnerie Adonhiramite, first issued at Paris
in 1782. This work, of which several editions were published, contains the catechisms of the first four degrees of Adoniramite Masonry, and an account of several
other degrees, and is enriched with many
learned notes. Eagon, who speaks highly of the work, erroneously attributes its
authorship to the celebrated Baron de
Tschoudy.
Gustavus IV., King of Sweden. He
was initiated into Masonry, at Stockholm,
on the 10th of March, 1793. Ten years
after, on the 9th of March, 1803, Gustavus
liOuis.

who

were bestowed by the adherents of the
house of Stuart upon some of their enemies as marks of infamy. Such, for instance, is Romvel, the name of one of the
Assassins in certain Scottish degrees, which
is
probably a corruption of Oromwell.
Jubelum Guibbs, another name of one of
these traitors, has much puzzled the Masonic etymologists. I think that I have
found its. origin in the name of the Eev.
Adam Gib, who was an antiburgher clergyman of Edinburgh. When that city was
taken possession of by the young Pretender, Charles Edward, in ITIS, the clergy
generally fled. But Gib removed only three
miles from the city, where, collecting his
loyal congregation, he hurled anathemas
for five successive Sundays against the Pretender, and boldly prayed for the downfall
of the rebellion. He subsequently joined
the loyal army, and at Falkirk took a rebel
prisoner. So active was Gib in his opposition to the cause of the house of Stuart,
and BO obnoxious had he become, that several attempts were made by the rebels to
take his life. On Charles Edward's return
to France, he erected in 1747 his "Primordial Chapter" at Arras; and in the composition of the high degrees there practised,
it is very probable that he bestowed the
name of his old enemy Gib on the most
atrocious of the Assassins who figure in the
legend of third degree. The letter u was
doubtless inserted to prevent the French,
in pronouncing the name, from falling into
the soft sound of the
and calling the
word Jib. The additional b and s were the
natural and customary results of a French
attempt to spell a foreign proper name.

issued an Ordonnance by which he required all the secret societies in his dominions to make known to the stadtholdera of
the cities where they resided, and in the
provinces to his governors, not only the
formula of the oath which they administered to their members, but the duties
which they prescribed, and the object of
their association; and also to submit at any
time to a personal inspection by the officers
of government. But at the end of the Ordonnance the King says: "The Freemasons,
who are under our immediate protection,
are alone excepted from this inspection,
and from this Ordonnance in general."

Guttural Point of Entrance.
From

the Latin guttur, the throat. The
is that avenue of the body which is
most employed in the sins of intemperance,
and hence it suggests to the Mason certain
symbolic instructions in relation to the virtue of temperance. See Perfect Points of
Entrance.
Oymnosophlst. The eighth degree
of the Kabbalistic Kite.
throat

G

|

H.
II.*. A.*. B.*.
Abif.

An

abbreviation

of

Hiram

Hadeeses. An Arabic word, signifying the traditions handed down by Mohammed and preserved by the Mohammedan
doctors.
They are said to amount to 5266
in number.
Many of the traditions of Mohammedan Masonry are said to be borrowed from the Hadeeses, just as much of
the legendary lore of European Masonry is
to be found in the Jewish Talmud.
Bagar. The old lectures taught the

and hence it was the theory of
the Masons of the eighteenth century, that
the landmark which requires all candidates
doctrine,

for initiation to be free born is derived from
the fact that the promise which was given

to Isaac, the free-born son of Abraham and
Sarah, was denied to Ishmael, the slave-

born son of the Egyptian bondwoman Hagar.
This theory is entertained by Oliver
in all his writings, as a part of the old Masonic system. See Free Bom.
Haggal. According to Jewish tradi-

HAGUE

HALL

tion, Ilaggai was born in
captivity, and being a
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Babylon during the people, to cover it and he that covereth an
young man at the house with tile or slate is called a helliar."
time of tlie liberation by Cyrus, he came
Hall Committee. A committee esto Jerusalem in company with Joshua and tablished in all Lodges and Grand Lodges
Zerubbabel, to aid in the rebuilding of the which own the building in which they meet,
Temple. The work being suspended during to which is entrusted the supervision of the
the reigns of the two immediate successors building. The Grand Lodge of England
of Cyrus, on the accession of Darius, Hag- first appointed its Hall Committee in 1772,
;

gai urged the renewal of the undertaking,
and for that purpose obtained the sanction
of the King. Animated by the courage
and patriotism of Haggai and Zechariah,
the people prosecuted the work with vigor,
and the second Temple was completed and
dedicated in the year 516 b. c.
In the Royal Arch system of America,
Haggai represents the scribe, or third officer of a Royal Arch Chapter.
In the English system he represents the second officer, and is called the prophet.
city of the NetherTlie.

A

Hague,

formerly South Holland.
Freemasonry was introduced there iu 1731 by
the Grand Lodge of England, when an
occasional Lodge was opened for the initiation of Francis, Duke of Lorraine, afterlands,

wards Emperor of

Germany.

Between

that year and 1735 an English and a Dutch
Lodge were regularly instituted, Irom which
other Lodges in Holland subsequently proceeded. In 1749, the Lodge at the Hague
assumed the name of " The Mother Lodge
of the Royal Union," whence resulted the
National Grand Lodge, which declared its
independence of the Grand Lodge of England in 1770. See Netherlands.

Hah.
" the."

The Hebrew definite article n>
It forms the second syllable of the

Substitute

Word.

Hail or Hale.

This word

is

among Masons with two very different

When

used
sig-

addressed as an inquiry to a visiting brother, it has the same
import as that in which it is used under
like circumstances by mariners.
Thus:
" Whence do you hail ? " that is, " of what
Lodge are you a member?" Used in this
sense, it comes from the Saxon term of salutation " HJEL," and should be spelled "hail."
2. Its
second use is confined to what
Masons understand by the "tie," and in
this sense it signifies to conceal, being derived from the Saxon word " helan," to
hide, the « being pronounced in AngloSaxon as a in the word /ate. By the rules
of etymology, it should be spelled " hale."
The preservation of this Saxon word in the
Masonic dialect, while it has ceased to exist
in the vernacular, is a striking proof of the
antiquity of the Order and its ceremonies
" In the western parts of
in England.
England," says Lord King, ( Crit. Hist. Ap.
Creed, p. 178,) "at this very day, to hele
over anything signifies, among the common
nifications.

1.

for the purpose of superintending the erecwhich had been projected.

tion of the hall

Hall, Masonic.
after the revival of

For a long time
Masonry in 1717, Ma-

sonic Lodges continued to meet, as they
had done before that period, in taverns.

Thus, the Grand Lodge of England was
organized, and, to use the language of Anderson, " the quarterly communications
were revived," by four Lodges, whose respective places of meeting were the Goose
and Gridiron Ale-House, the Crown AleHouse, the Apple-Trce Tavern, and the
Rummer and Grapes Tavern. For many
years the Grand Lodge held its quarterly
meetings sometimes at the Apple-Tree, but
principally at the Devil Tavern, and kept
the Grand Feast at the hall of one of the
Livery companies.
The first Lodge in
Paris was organized at a tavern kept in the
Rue des Boucheries by one Hure, and the
Lodges subsequently organized in France
continued to meet, like those of England,
•in public houses.
The custom was long
followed in other countries of Europe.
In
America the practice ceased only at a com,

paratively recent period, and it is possible
that in some obscure villages it has not yet

been abandoned.
At as early a period as the beginning of
the fourteenth century, the Gilds, or Livery
Companies, of London had their halls or
places of meeting, and in which they stored
their goods for sale.
At first these were
mean buildings, but gradually they rose
into importance, and the Goldsmith's Hall,
erected in the fifteenth century, is said to
have been an edifice of large dimensions

and of imposing appearance.

These

halls,

probably, as they were very common in the
eighteenth century, were suggestive to the
Freemasons of similar edifices for their
own Fraternity; but undoubtedly the necessity, as the Association grew into importance, of a more respectable, more convenient, and more secure locality than was
aiforded by temporary resort to taverns and
ale-houses must have led to the erection of
isolated edifices for their

The first Masonic Hall

own

special use.

of which we have
any account is the one that was erected by
the Lodge at Marseilles, in France, in the
year 1765. Smith describes it very fully
in his Use and Abiise of Freemasonry, and
calls it "a very magnificent hall."
In
1772, the Grand Ijodge of England made

HALL
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preliminary arrangements for the construction of a hall, a considerable sum having
been already subscribed for that purpose.
On the 1st of May, 1775, the foundationstone of the new edifice was laid in solemn
form, according to a ceremonial which was
then adopted, and which, with a few modifications, continues to be used at the present day on similar occasions.
On the
corner-stone it was designated as Aula Latamorum, " The Freemason's Hall." It was
finished in less than twelve months, and
was dedicated, on the 23d of May, 177(1, to
Masonry, Virtue, and Universal Benevolence;
a formula still adhered to without variation
in the English and American rituals.
In the same year, the Lodge at Newcastle, stimulated by the enterprise of the
London Freemasons, erected a hall an example which was followed, two years afterwards, by the Lodge of Sunderland. And
after this the erection of isolated halls for
Masonic purposes became common not only
in England, Scotland, and Ireland, but all
over the Continent, wherever the fuuds of
a Lodge would permit of the expenditure.
In America, Lodges continued to be held
in taverns up to a very recent period. It
is not now considered reputable; although,
as has been already remarked, the custom
is, perhaps, not entirely discontinued, especially in remote country villages.
It is
impossible to tell at what precise period
and in what locality the first Masonic hall

appearance, and yet creditable to the Institution of which they are
the abiding-places, are to be found scattered
all over the land.
In this country, as well as in Britain, the
construction of Masonic Halls is governed
by no specific rules, and is too often left to
the judgment and taste of the architect, and
hence, if that person be not an experienced
Freemason, the building is often erected
without due reference to the ritual requirements of the Order. But in these particulars,
says Oliver, the Masons of the Continent
are governed by a Ritual of Building, and
he quotes, as a specimen of the Helvetian
Ritual in reference to the laying of the
foundation-stone of a Masonic Hall, the
following directions :
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less pretentious

"A

;

was erected in

this country.

It is true that
find (Moore's

in a Boston paper of 1773 we
Mag., XV. 162,) an advertisement summoning the Masons to celebrate the festival of
St. John the Evangelist at "Freemason's
Hall " but, on examination, we learn that
this was no other tlian a room in the Green
Dragon Tavern. Other buildings, such as
the Exchange Coffee-House, only partially
used for Masonic purposes, were subsequently erected in Boston, and received by
courtesy, but not by right, the name of
" Masonic Halls " but it was not until
1882 that the first independent hall was
built in that city, which received the name
;

;

of the Masonic Temple, a title which has
since been very usually conferred on the
halls in the larger cities. We may suppose
that it was about this time, when a resuscitation of Masonic energy, which had been
paralyzed by the anti-Masonic opposition,
had commenced to develop itself, that the

Lodges and Grand Lodges began

to erect

At present
there is no dearth of these buildings, and
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Washhalls

for their peculiar use.

ington, Cincinnati, and other large cities,
present edifices for Masonic use of imposing
grandeur and architectural beauty to the
eye of the spectators, while buildings of

Mason,

assisted

by two

others, if

there be a dearth of workmen, or distress,
or war, or peril, or threats of danger, may
begin the work of building a Lodge ; but it
better to have seven known and sworn
workmen. The Lodge is, as we know, due
east and west but its chief window or its
chief door must look to the east. On a day
allowed and a place appointed,. the whole
company of builders set out after high noon

is

;

'

to lay the first stone."
Far more practical are the directions of
Dr. Oliver himself for the construction of a
Masonic Hall, given in his Book of the
Lodge, (ch. iii,) which is here condensed.

"A Masonic Hall should be isolated, and,
surrounded with lofty walls, so
to be included in a court, and apart from
any other buildings, to preclude the possibility of being overlooked by cowans or
eavesdroppers. As, however, such a situation in large towns can seldom be obtained,
the Lodge should be formed in an upper
story ; and if there be any contiguous buildings, the windows should be either in the
if possible,
a.s

very high from the floor.
These
to be all on one side
the
south, if practicable
and furnished with
proper ventilation, that the brethren be not
incommoded, when pursuing their accustomed avocations, by the heat of the Lodge.
The room, to preserve a just proportion,
must, of course, be lofty. It should be furnished with a pitched roof, open within,
and relieved with an ornamental framework
of oak, or painted so as to represent that
species of timber.
It should be supported
on corbels running along the cornice, on
which should be engraven Masonic ornaments. The dimensions of the room, in
length and breadth, will depend in a great
measure on the situation ot the Lodge, or
the space which is assigned for its position;
and this will often be extremely circumscribed in a large and populous place,
where building land is scarce and dear.
roof, or

windows ought

—

—
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or the fund inadequate to any extensive
operations. But in all cases a due proportion should be observed in the several members of the fabric wherever it is practicable,
that no unsightly appearance may offend
the eye, by disturbing that general harmony
of parts which constitutes the beauty and
excellence of every architectural produc-

and may be of smaller dimensions, accord-

tion.

grees.

"The

principal entrance to the Lodge
room ought to face the east, because the east
is a place of light both physical and moral ;
and therefore the brethren have access to
the Lodge by that entjrance, as a symbol of
mental illumination. The approaches to
the Lodge must be angular, for a straight

unmasonic and cannot be tolerThe advance from the external
ated.
avenue to the east ought to consist of
three lines and two angles. The firs.t line
passes through a small room or closet for
the accommodation of visitors. At the extremity of this apartment there ought to be

entrance

is

another angular passage leading to the
Tiler's room' adjacent to the Lodge; and
from thence, by another right angle, you
are admitted into the presence of the
brethren with your face to the Light.
" In every convenient place the architect
should contrive secret cryptss or closets.
They are of indispensable utility ; but in
practice are not sufficiently attended to in
On the Continent they are
this country.
numerous, and are dignified with the name
of chapels. Two of these apartments have
a room for visalready been mentioned
added to which
itors and the Tiler's room
there ought to be a vestry, where the ornaments, furniture, jewels, and other regWia
are deposited. This is called the treasury,
or Tiler's conclave, because these things are
under his especial charge, and a communi-

—
;

made

to this apartment
There ought to be
also a chapel for preparations, hung with
black, and having only one small light,
placed high up, near the ceiling a chapel

cation

is

from the

usually

'Tiler's

room.

;

dead furnished with a table, on
which are a lamp and emblems of mortality
the Master's conclave, where the
for the

;

the warrants, the minutes, and
every written document are kept. To this
room the Worshipful Master retires when
the Lodge is called from labor to refreshment, and at other times when his
presence in the Lodge is not essential and
here he examines the visitors, for which
purpose a communication is formed between his conclave and the visitor's chapel.
And here he
It is furnished with blue.
transacts the Lodge business with his Secretary.
The Ark of the Covenant is also
deposited in this apartment. None of these
closets should exceed twelve feet square,
records,

;

2R
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ing to circumstances. In the middle of the
hall there should be a movable trap-door
in the floor, seven feet long and three or
four feet broad, opening into a small crypt,
about three feet in depth, the use of which

known to none but perfect Masons, who
have passed through all the symbolical de-

is

All of these particulars may not be
equally necessary to the construction of a
Masonic Hall but a close attendance to
their general spirit and direction, or to
similar regulations, should be impressed on
every Lodge that undertakes the construction of a building exclusively for Masonic
purposes and such a building only is entitled to be called a Masonic Hall."
The division in the American Rite of the
degrees among different bodies imposes the
necessity, or at least the convenience, when
erecting a Masonic Hall in this country,
of appropriating some of the rooms to the
uses of Ancient Craft Lodges, some to
Royal Arch Chapters, some to Royal and
Select Councils, and some to Commanderies
of Knights Templars. It is neither proper
nor convenient that a Chapter should be
held in a Lodge and it is equally expedient that the Asylum of a Commandery
should be kept separate from both.
All of these rooms should be oblong in
form, lofty in height, with an elevated
dais or platform in the east, and two doors
in the west, the one in the north-west
corner leading into the preparation room,
and the other communicating with the
But in other respects
Tiler's apartment.
they differ. First, as to the color of the
decorations. In a Lodge room the predominating color should be blue, in a
Chapter red, and in a Council and Commandery black.
In a Lodge room the dais should be elevated on three steps, and provided with a
pedestal for the Master, while on each side
are seats for the Past Masters, and digniThe pedtaries who may visit the Lodge.
estal of the Senior Warden in the west
should be elevated on two steps, and that
of the Junior Warden in the south on one.
similar arrangement, either permanent or temporary, should be provided in
the Chapter room for working the intermediate degrees but the eastern dais should
be supplied with three pedestals instead of
one, for the reception of the Grand CounThe tabernacle also forms an essential
cil.
part of the Chapter room. This is sometimes erected in the centre of the room, although the consistency of the symbolism
would require that the whole room, during
the working of the Royal Arch degree,
;

;

;

A

;

should be deemed a tabernacle, and then
the veils would, with propriety, extend

;
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from the ceiling to the
aide of the

room

floor,

HAND
and from one
There are

to the other.

some other arrangements required in the
construction of a Chapter room, of which
unnecessary to speak.
Councils of Royal and Select Masters are
usually held in Chapter rooms, with an entire diaregard of the historical teachings
of the degrees. In a properly-constructed
Council chamber, which, of course, would
be in a distinct apartment, there should be
no veils, but nine curtains of a stone color
and these, except the last, starting from one
side of the room, should stop short of the
other, so as to form a narrow passage between the wall and the extremities of the
curtains, reaching from the door to the
ninth curtain, which alone should reach
across the entire extent of the room. These
are used only in the Select degree, and can
be removed when the Royal Master is to
be CO tiferred. Unl ike a Lodge and Chapter,
in a Council there is no dais or raised platform ; but three tables, of a triangular
form, are placed upon the level of the floor
in the east. It is, however, very seldom
that the funds of a Council will permit of
the indulgence in a separate room, and
those bodies are content to work, although
at a disadvantage, in a Chapter room.
It is impossible, with any convenience,
to work a Commandery in a Lodge, or even
a Chapter room. The officers and their
stations are so different, that what ia suitable for one is unsuitable for the other.
The dais, which has but one station in a
Lodge and three in a Chapter, requires four
in a Commandery, the Prelate taking his
proper place on the right of the Generalissimo. But there are other more important
differences. The principal apartment should
be capable of a division by a curtain,
which should separate the Asylum proper
from the rest of the room, as the mystical
veil in the ancient Church shut off" the
prospect of the altar, during the eucharistic sacrifice, from the view of the catechumens. There are several other rooms required in the Templar ritual which are not
used by a Lodge, a Chapter, or a Council,
and which makes it necessary that the
apartments of a Commandery should be
distinct.
banquet-room in close proximity to the Asylum is essential and convenience requires that there should be an
armory for the deposit of the arms and
costume of the Knights. But it is unnecessary to speak of reflection rooms, and other
places well known to those who are familiar
with the ritual, and which cannot be dis-

it ia

A

;

pensed with.

Malllwell Manuscript. The

ear-

of the old Constitutions.
It is in
poetic form, and was probably transcribed
liest

in 1390 from an earlier copy. The manuscript is in the King's Library of the
British Museum.
It was published in
1840 by James O. Halliwell, and agaifi in

1844.

Hambure. By a deputation of the
Earl of StraSmore, granted in 1733 to
eleven tJerman Masons, a Lodge was established in Hamburg, (Preston, p. 202,) from
which we date the introduction of Freemasonry into Germany. Of the proceedings of this Lodge we have no further information.
In 1740 Brother Luettman
brought from ^England a Warrant for the
establishment of a Lodge, and a patent for
himself, as Provincial Grand Master of
Hamburg and Lower Saxony, (Lenn.) In
October, 1741, it assumed the name of Absalom, and in the same year the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Hamburg and Saxony was
opened, a body which, Findel says, (p. 239,)
was the oldest Mother Lodge in Germany.
About the year 1787 the Provincial Grand
Lodge adopted the newly-invented Rite of
Frederick L. Schroder, consisting of only
three degrees. In 1801 it declared itseK an
independent Grand Lodge, and has so continued. The Grand Lodge of Hamburg
practises Schroder's Rite.
See Schroder.
There is also in Hamburg a sort of Chapter,
which was formed by Schroder, under the
title of Geschichtliche Engbund, or Historical Select Union.
It was intended as a
substitute for Fessler's Degrees of Knowledge, the members of which employ their
time in studying the various systems of
Masonry. The Mutter-Bund of the Confederacy of Hamburg Lodges, which make
up fills system, is independent of the Grand
Lodge. The two authorities are entirely
distinct, and bear much the same relation
to each other as the Grand Lodges and
Grand Chapters of the United States.
Hand. In Freemasonry, the hand as
a symbol_ holds a high place, because it is
the principal seat of the sense of feeling so
necessary to and so highly revered by Masons. The same symbol is found in the
most ancient religions, and some of their
analogies to Masonic symbolism are peculiar.
Thus, Horapollo says that among
the Egyptians the hand was the symbol of
a builder, or one fond of building, because all
labor proceeds from the hand. In many of
the Ancient Mysteries the hand, especially
the left, was deemed the symbol of equity.
In Christian art a hand is the indication
of a holy person or thing. In early Mediaeval art, the Supreme Being was always
represented by a hand extended from a
cloud, and generally in the act of benediction.
The form of this act of benediction,
as adopted by the Roman Church, which

seems to have been borrowed from the sym-

—

:

HAND

HAELEIAN

bols of the Phrygian and Eleusinian priests
or hierophants, who used it in their mystical
processions, presents a singular analogy,
which will he interesting to Mark Master Masons, who will recognize in it a symbol of their own ritual. In the benediction
referred to, as given in the Latin
Church, the thumb, index, and
middle fingers are extended, and
the two others bent against the

The church explains this
of the extended thumb

palm.

position

and two

representing
but the older symbol of the
the Trinity
Pagan priests, which was precisely of the
same form, must have had a different meaning.
writer in the British Magazine (vol.
i., p. 565,) thinks that the hand, which was
used in the Mithraic mysteries in this position, was symbolic of theLightemanatiug not
from the sun, but from the Creator, directly
as a special manifestation ; and he remarks
that chiromancy or divination by the hand
is an art founded upon the notion that the
human hand has some reference to the decrees of the supreme power peculiar to it
above all other parts of the microcosmus
man. Certainly, to the Mason, the hand
is most important as the symbol of that
mystical intelligence by which one Mason
knows another " in the dark as well as in
the light."
liCft. See Left Hand.
fingers

as

;

A

Hand,
Maud,

Biglit.

Hand to Back.
lowship.
Hand to Hand.

See Right Hand.
See Points of FelSee Points of Fel-

lowship.

Hanover. Freemasonry was introduced into Hanover, in the year 1744, by
;"
the organization of the Lodge " Frederick
which did not, however, get into active
operation, in consequence of the opposi-
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more valuable than the Monitors
of Webb and Cross, and deserved a greater
popularity than it seems to have received.
ability, is

Harleian Manuscript. An old
record of the Constitutions of Freemasonry,
so called because it forms No. 2,054 of the
collection of manuscripts in the British Museum, which were originally collected by
Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, the celebrated prime minister of Queen Anne, and known
as the " Bibliotheca Harleian," or Harleian
Library. The MS. consists of four leaves,
containing six and a half pages of close
writing in a cramped hand, said to be that
of Randle Holmes, Chester Herald, who
died in 1659. The MS. was first published
by Bro. William James Hughan, in his
Unpublished Records of the Oraft. The
Manuscript was carefully transcribed for
Bro. Hughan by a faithful copyist, and its
correctness was verified by Mr. Sims, of the
MS. department of the British Museum.
Bro. Hughan places the date of the record
in the middle of the seventeenth century,

and

in this

he

is

probably

correct.

"The two

following folios," says the Rev.
Mr. Woodford, "in the volume (viz., 33 and
34) are of a very important character, inasmuch as the secrets of Freemasonry are
referred to in the 'obligation' taken by
Initiates, and the sums are recorded which
William Wade give to be a Freemason,'
and others who were admitted members of
the Lodge. The amounts varied from five
shillings to a pound, the majority being
ten shillings and upwards. The fragment
on folio 33 is as follows, and was written
about the same time as the MS. Constitu'

tions

"

:

&

signes of a
is severall words
to be reveiled to y" w"" as y° will
terrible
answ' before God at the Great
not to reday of Judgmt y° keep secret
vaile the same in the heares of any person
fellows of the
or to any but to the
said society of free masons so helpe me
God, etc.'"
There is another MS. in the same collection marked No. 1492, the date of which
It was
is conjectured to be about 1670.
copied by Bro. Henry Phillips, and first
published in the Freemason's Quarterly Review in 1836, pp. 228-295. The copy, however, unfortunately, is not an exact one, as
'

free

There

mason

&

&

two years after.
M" &
Grand Lodge was established
in 1755, which in 1828 became an independent GrandXodge. In 1866, in- consequence of the war between Austria and
Prussia, Hanover was annexed to the latter
country. There being three Grand Lodges
at that time in Prussia, the King deemed it
inexpedient to add a fourth, and, by a cabinet order of February 17, 1867, the Grand
Lodge of Hanover was dissolved. Most of
the Hanoverian Lodges united with the Mr. E. A. Bond, of the Museum, who comGrand Lodge Royal York at Berlin, and a pared a part of the transcript with the
few with the Grand Lodge of the Three original, says that " the copyist_ has overtion of the priests, until

A

Provincial

Globes.

Harain, Grand. The seventy-third
degree of the Kite of Mizraim.

Hardie, James. A Mason

of

New

published, in 1818, a work entitled The New Freemason's Monitor and
Masonic Guide. It evinces considerable

York,

who

looked peculiarities in many instances."
It is important in containing the " Oath
of Secrecy," which is in the following

words
" I, A. B. Doe, in the presence of Almighty God, and my fellows and Brethren
here present, promise and declare that I

:

;

HARMONY

HARODIM

will not at any time hereafter, by any Act,
or Circumstance whatsoever, directly or
indirectly publish, discover, reveall, or
make knowne any of the Secrets, priviledges, or Counsels of the Fraternity or fellowship of Freemasonry, which at this
time, or any time hereafter shall be made
known unto me; soe helpe mee God and
the holy contents of this book."
It is a duty especially intrusted to the Senior Warden of a Lodge,
who is figuratively supposed to preside over
the Craft during the hours of labor, so to
act that none shall depart from the Lodge
dissatisfied or discontented, that harmony

They
to signify "Princes in Masonry."
were really overseers of the work, and hence
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Harmony.

may

be thus preserved, because, as the

ritual expresses

and support of

it,

harmony

all

is the strength
well-regulated institu-

tions.

Harmony,

Universal.

See Mes-

meric Masonry.

properly Hamof Harnwester was elected by the four Lodges of Paris, as the second Grand Master of France, in 1732, succeeding the Earl of Derwentwater. He
left France in 1734, and having resigned
his ofiice was succeeded by the Duke d'
Antin. I have sought in vain to find some
account of this nobleman in contemporary
history.
Burke makes no allusion to him
in his Extinct Peerages, and I am inclined
to think that the word has undergone one
of those indecipherable mutations to which
French writers are accustomed to subject

Harnouester. More

wester.

The Earl

all foreign

names.

the Masonic use of the term is not altogether inappropriate. Whoever inspects
the two parallel passages in 1 Kings v. 16
2 Chron. ii. 18, will notice an apparent
discrepancy. In the former it is said that
there were three thousand and three hundred of these overseers, and in the latter
the number is increased to three thousand

and

six hundred.
The commentators have
noted but not explained the incongruity.
Lee, in his Temple of Solomon, attempts to
solve it by supposing that " possibly three
hundred at a second review might be added
to the number of ofiicers for the greater
care of the business." This is not satisfisictory not more so is the explanation ofiered by myself, many years ago, in the Lexicon of Freemasonry. It is much more reasonable to suspect a clerical error of some
old copyist which has been perpetuated.
There is room for such an inadvertence, for
there is no very great difference between
1l'h\S, the Hebrew for three, and k'K' which
is six.
The omission of the central letter
would create the mistake. Masonic writers
have adhered to the three thousand and
six hundred, which is the enumeration in

and

;

Chronicles.

Harodim, Grand Chapter of.
An institution under the title of the " Grand
Chapter of the Ancient and Venerable Order of Harodim " was established in London, in the year 1787, by the celebrated
Masonic lecturer, William Preston. He

We

Harodlm.

owe the Masonic thus defines, in his Illustrations, its nature
use of this word to Anderson, who first and objects
" The mysteries of this Order are peculiar
employed it in the Book of Constitutions,
where he tells us that " there were employed to the institution itself; while the lectures
about the Temple no less than three thou- of the Chapter include every branch of the
sand and six hundred Princes or Master Masonic system, and represent the art of
Masons to conduct the work," and in a note Masonry in a finished and complete form.
" Different classes are established, and
he says that "in 1 Kings v. 16 they are
called Harodim, Kulers or Provosts."
The particular lectures restricted to each class.
passage here alluded to may be translated The lectures are divided into sections, and
somewhat more literally than in the author- the sections into clauses. The sections are
ized version, thus " Besides from the chiefs annually assigned by the Chief Harod to a
or princes appointed by Solomon who were certain number of skilful Companions in
over the work, there were three thousand each class, who are denominated Sectionand three hundred harodim over the people ists and they are empowered to distribute
who labored at the work." Harodim, in the clauses of their respective sections, with
Hebrew D''"l"in, is a grammatically com- the approbation of the Chief Harod and
pounded word of the plural form, and is General Director, among the private comcomposed of the definite article n, hah, panions of the Chapter, who are denomithe or those, and a participle of the verb nated Clauseholders. Such Companions
nT"l, radah, to rule over, and means, there- as by assiduity become possessed oi all the
fore, those who rule over, or overseers.
In sections in the lecture are called Lecturers
the parallel passage of 2 Chronicles ii. 18, and out of these the General Director is
the word used is Menafzchim, which has a always chosen.
"Every Clauseholder, on his appointment,
similar meaning. But from the use of this
word Harodim in 1 Kings, and the com- is presented with a ticket, signed by the
mentary on it by Anderson, it has come to Chief Harod, specifying the clause allotted
pass that Harodim is now technically used to him. This.ticket entitles him to enjoy.
:

;

HAKODIM

HAUTES

the rank and privileges of a Clauseholder
in the Chapter and no Clauseholder can
transfer his ticket to another Companion,
unless the consent of the Council has been
obtained for that purpose, and the General
Director has approved the Companion to
;

whom

it is

to

be transferred as qualified

to

hold it. In case of the death, sickness, or
non-residence in London of any Lecturer,
Sectionist, or Clauseholder, another Companion is appointed to fill up the vacancy
tor the time being, that the lectures may be
always complete
and during the session
a public lecture is usually delivered at
;

more commonly represented as the god of
and secrecy. Thus, Ovid says of
him:

silence

" Quique
suadet."

Grand Chapter

is

John the Evangelist."
The whole system was admirably adapted

the festival of St.

Masonic instruction, and

was intended

for the propagation of the
Prestonian system of lectures. The body
no longer exists, but the Prestonian lectures
are still delivered in London at stated
times by the authority of the Grand Lodge.

Harodim, Prince

digitoque

sileutia

and persuades

of.

In the old

lectures of the Ineffable degrees, it is said
that Tito, the oldest of the Provosts and

Judges, was the Prince of Harodim, that is,
chief of the three hundred architects who
were the Harodim, or additional three hundred added to the thirty-three thousand
Menatzchim mentioned in Chronicles, and
who thus make up the number of three
thousand six hundred recorded in the first
Book of Kings, and who in the old lecture
of the degree of Provost and Judge are
supposed to have been the Harodim or
Rulers in Masonry. The statement is a
myth but it thus attempts to explain the
;

discrepancy alluded to in the article Harodim.
Harpocratcs. The Greek god of
silence and secrecy.
He was, however, a
divinity of the Egyptian mythology his
true name being, according to Bunsen and
Lepsius, Har-pi-chrati, that is, Horus the
child; and he is supposed to have been the
son of Osiris and Isis. He is represented
as a nude figure, sitting sometimes on a
lotus flower, either bareheaded or covered
by an Egyptian mitre, but always with his
finger pressed upon his lips.
Plutarch
thinks that this gesture was an indication
of his childlike and helpless nature but the
Greeks, and after them the Romans, supposed it to be a symbol of silence ; and
hence, while he is sometimes described as
the god of the renewed year, whence peach
blossoms were consecrated to him because
of their early appearance in spring, he is
;

;

to

In this capacity, his statue was often
placed at the entrance of temples and places
where the mysteries were celebrated, as an
indication of the silence and secrecy that
should there be observed. Hence the finger
on the lips is a symbol of secrecy, and has
so been adopted in Masonic symbolism.

Harris, Tliaddeus Mason.

governed by a
Grand Patron, two Vice Patrons, a chief
Euler, and two Assistants, with a Council
of twelve respectable Companions, who are
chosen annually at the Chapter nearest to

to the purposes of

premit vooem

He whd controls the voice
silence with his finger.

stated times.

" The

333

The

Eev. Thaddeus Mason Harris, D.D., an

American Masonic writer of some reputation, was born in Charlestown, Mass., July 7,
1767, and graduated at Harvard University
in 1787.
He was ordained as minister of a
church in Dorchester in 1793, and died at
Boston, April 3, 1842. He held at different
times the offices of Deputy Grand Master,
Grand Chaplain, and Corresponding Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Massa" His first great Masonic work,"
chusetts.
says Huntoon, [Eulogy,] " was the editing of
a collation, revision, and publication of the
Constitutions of the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons,' a quarto volume, printed at Worcester, Mass., 1792
a work which he accomplished with the accustomed diligence
and fidelity with which he performed every
enterprise confided to his care. His various occasional addresses while Grand
Chaplain of the Grand Lodge, Masonic
defences, and his volume of Masonic Discourses, published in 1801, constitute a large
and valuable portion of the Masonic classic
literature of America."
'

;

Hasidim,
The

Sovereign Prince.

and seventy-sixth degrees
of the Rite of Mizraim. It should be
Chasidim, which see.
Hat. To uncover the head in the presence of superiors has been, among all
Christian nations, held as a mark of respect
and reverence. The Eastern nations uncover the feet when they enter a place of
worship; the Western uncover the head.
The converse of this is also true ; and to
keep the head covered while all around are
uncovered is a token of superiority of rank
or office. The king remains covered, the
courtiers standing around him take off their
seventy-fifth

hats.

Haupt-Hutte. Among

the

German

Stone-masons of the Middle Ages, the
original Lodge at Strasburg was considered
head of the Craft, under the
the Haupt-Hutte, or Grand Lodge.
as the

Hautes Grades.
Degrees,

which

see.

French.

title

of

High

;

;

HEAL

HELMET

technical Masonic term
to make valid or legal.
Hence one who has received a degree in an
irregular manner or from incompetent authority is not recognized until he has been
healed. The precise mode of healing depends on circumstances.
If the Lodge
which conferred the degree was clandestine,
the whole ceremony of initiation would
have to be repeated. If the authofity which
conferred the degree was only irregular,
and the question was merely a technical one

The Mediaeval idea has descended to modern times for our present lectures say that
the ashes of Hiram were deposited in an urn.
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Heal.

which

A

signifies

;

H^cart, Oabrlel Antoln^ Jo-

A French Masonic writer, who was
born at Valenciennes in 1755, and died in
1838.
He made a curious collection of
degrees, and invented a system of five,
namely 1. Knight of the Prussian Eagle
2. Knight of the Comet
3. The Scottish
Purifier; 4. Victorious Knight; 5. Scottish
Trinitarian, or Grand Master Commander
of legal competence, it has been supposed of the Temple. This cannot be called a
that it was only necessary to exact an obli- Rite, because it was never accepted and
gation of allegiance, or in other words to Practised by any Masonic authority. It is
renew the covenant.
nown in nomenclatures as H6cart'a system.
Hearing. One of the five senses, and He was the author of many dissertations
an important symbol in Masonry, because and didactic essays on Masonic subjects.
it is through it that we receive instruction
He at one time projjpsed to publish his
when ignorant, admonition when in dan- collection of degrees with a fiill explanation
ger, reproof when in error, and the claim of each, but did not carry his design into
of a brother who is in distress. Without execution. Many of them are cited in this
this sense, the Mason would be crippled in
work.
the performance of all his duties ; ana hence
Height of the liOdge. From the
deafness is deemed a disqualification for ini- earth to the highest heavens. A symbolic
tiation.
expression. See Form of the Lodge.
Heldmann, Dr. Frledrich. He
Heart. Notwithstanding that all the
modern American Masonic Manuals and was a professor of political science in the
Master's Carpets from the time of Jeremy Academy of Bern, in Switzerland, and w^as
L. Cross exhibit the picture of a heart born at Margetshochheim, in Franconia,
among the emblems of the third degree, November 24, 1770. He was one" of the
there is no such symbol in the ritual. But most profound of the German investigators
the theory that every man who becomes a into the history and philosophy of Masonry.
Mason must first be prepared in his heart He was initiated into the Order at Freiwas advanced among the earliest lectures burg, in 1809, and, devoting himself to the
of the last century, and demonstrates, as study of the works of Fessler and other
Krause properly remarks, in Speculative eminent scholars, he resolved to establish a
Masonry, an internal principle which ad- system founded on a collation of all the
dresses itself not simply to the outward rituals, and which should be more in acconduct, but to the inner spirit and con- cordance with the true design of the InstiFor this purpose, in 1816, he orscience of all men who seek its instruc- tution.
ganized the Lodge zur Brudertreite at
tions.
Ablf. There is a Aarau,, in Switzerland, where he then reHeart of
legend in some of the high degrees and in sided as a professor. For this Lodge he
continental Masonry, that me heart of prepared a Manual, which he proposed to
Hiram Abif was deposited in an urn and publish. But the Helvetian Directory delaced upon a monument near the holy of manded that the manuscript should be
E
olies and in some of the tracing boards it given to that body for inspection and coris represented as a symbol.
The myth, for rection, which the Lodge, unwilling to subsuch it is, was probably derived from the mit to such a censorship, refused to do.
very common custom in the Middle Ages Heldmann, being reluctant to involve the
of persona causing their bodies to be (Ss- Lodge in a controversy with its superiors,
membered after death for the purpose of withdrew from it. He subsequently pubhaving parts of them buried in a church, or lished a valuable work entitled IHe drei dtessome place which had been dear to them in ten geschichflichen Denhnale der deutschen
life. Thus Hardynge, in his Metrical ChronFreimaurerbruderschaft; i. e., The three
oldest Memorials of the German Masonic
icle of England, tells us of Richard I. that
Brotherhood, which appeared at Aarau in
" He qneathed hifl corpse then to be buried
1819. In this work, which is chiefly founded
At Fount Everard, there at his father's feete
on the learned researches of Krause, the Constitutions of the Stone-masons of Strasbnrg
His herte invynoyble to Rome he sent full
were published for the first time.
mete
Helmet. A defensive weapon whereFor their great truth and etedfaat great conwith the head and neck are covered. In
stance."

Hiram

;

seph.

:

;

HELMETS
heraldry,
bility.

it is

HEREDOM

a mark of chivalry and no-

It was, of course, a part of the ar-

mor of a knight, and therefore, whatever
may be the head covering adopted by m.odern Knights Templars,
called a helmet.

it is

in the ritual

Helmete, To Deposit.

In Tem-

plar ritualism, to lay aside the covering of
the head.

Xlelmets,

To RecoTer.

la Templar ritualism, to resume the covering of
the head.

Help.

Saiunel, D. I>.

Pre-

vious to the union of the two Grand Lodges
of England in 1813, the Prestonian systefti
of lectures was practised by the Grand
Lodge of Modern Masons, while the Athol
Masons recognized higher degrees, and varied somewhat in their ritual of the lower.
When the union was consummated, and
the United Grand Lodge of England was
organized, a compromise was effected, and
Dr. Hemming, who was the Senior Grand
Warden, and had been distinguished for
his skill as the Master of a Lodge and his
acquaintance with the ritual, was appointed
to frame anew system of lectures. The Prestonian system was abandoned, and the Hemming lectures adopted in its place, not without the regret of many distinguished Masons,
among whom was Dr. Oliver. The tlemming lectures are now the authorized system of the Grand Lodge of England. Some
of the country Lodges, however, still adhere to the system of Preston, and the Prestonian lectures are annually delivered in
London. Among the innovations of Dr.
Hemming, which are to be regretted, are
the abolition of the dedication to the two
Saints John, and the substitution for it of a
dedication to Solomon. Some otherxihanges
that were made were certainly no improvements.
Senrietta Maria. The widow of
Charles I., of England. It is asserted, by
those who support the theory that the Master's degree was invented by the adherents
of the exiled house of Stuart, and that ifei
legend refers to the death of Charles I, and
the restoration of his son, that in the technical Masonic expression of the " widow's
son," the allusion is to the widow of the
decapitated monarch.
Those who look
farther for the foundation of the legend
give, of course, no credence to a statement'
whose plausibility depends only on a coincidence.

Henry

of the Masons, was passed by an intolerant
Parliament, and because of the questions
said to have been proposed to the Masons
by the king, and their answers, which are
contained in what is called the " Leland
Manuscript," a document which, if authentic, is highly important; but of whose authenticity there are as many oppugners as
there are defenders.

Heredom.

In what are called the
" high degrees " of the continental Eites,
there is nothing more puazling than the
etymology of this word.
have the
Koyal Order of Heredom, given as the ne
plus ultra of Masonry in Scotland, and in
almost all the Kites the Rose Croix of Heredom, but the true meaning of the word is
apparently unknown. Ragon, in his Orthodoxie Maqonniqv,e, (p. 91,) asserts that it
has a political signification, and that it was
invented between the years 1740 and 1745,
by the adherents of Charles Edward the
Pretender, at the Court of St. Germain,
which was the residence, during that period,
of the unfortunate prince, and that in their
letters to England, dated from Heredom, they
mean to denote St. Germain. He supposes
it to be derived from the Mediaeval Latin
word " hoeredum," signifying " a heritage,"
and that it alludes to the Castle of St.
Germain, the only heritage left to the dethroned sovereign. But as Eagon's favorite notion was that the hautes grades were
originally instituted for the purpose of aiding the house of Stuart in its restoration to
the throne, a theory not now generally accepted, at least without modification, this
etymology must be taken with some grains
of allowance. The suggestion is, however,
an ingenious one.
In some of the old manuscripts the word
Heroden is found as the name of a mountain
in Scotland and we sometimes find in the
French Cahiers the title of " Rose Croix de
Heroden." There is not a very great difference in the French pronunciation of
Heredom and Heroden, and one might be a
corruption of the other. I was once inclined to this theory but even if it were the
correct one we should gain nothing, for the
same difficulty would recur in tracing the
root and meaning of Heroden.
The most plausible derivation is one given
in 1858,. by a writer in the London Freemason's Magazine. He thinks it should be
M)elled " Heredom," and traces it to the two
Greek words, lepb^, hieros, holy, and i6/iog,
doinos, house.
It would thus refer to Masonry as symbolically the Holy House or
Temple. In this way the title of Rose
Croix of Heredom would signify the Rosy
Cross of the Holy House of Masonry. This
derivation is now very generally recognized
as the true one.

We

See Aid and Assistance.

Hemming,

'

335

VI. King of England from
1422 to 1461. This monarch is closely connected with the history of Masonry because,
in the beginning of his reign and during his
minority, the celebrated "Statute of Laborers," which prohibited the congregations

;

;

HERMAIMES
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HEROINE

Hermaimes. A

corruption of Her- sidered as the inventor of everything known
mes, found in some of the old Constitutions. to the human intellect. It was fabled that
Hermaphrodite. The merest igno- Pythagoras and Plato had derived their
rance has, in a few instances, permitted the knowledge from him, and that he had reThe
introduction of this word into the ritual corded his inventions on pillars.
as one of the classes which the Masons Operative Masons, who wrote the old Conpromise not to initiate. The word is not stitutions, obtained their acquaintance with
mentioned in the old Constitutions nor in him from the Polycronycon of the monk
any of the rituals; but if such monsters did Ranulf Higdeu, which was translated from
actually exist, which naturalists deny, their the Latin by Trevisa, and printed by Wilexclusion would be founded on the general liam Caxton in 1482.
It is repeatedly
law which prohibits the initiation of those quoted in the Cooke MS., whose probable
.who have any physical defect or maim.
date is the latter part of the fifteenth cenHermes. In all the old manuscript tury, and was undoubtedly familiar to the
records which contain the Legend of the writers of the other Constitutions.
Craft, mention is made of Hermes as one
Hermetic Art. The art or science
of the founders of Masonry. Thus, in the of Akhemy, so termed from Hermes Tris" Grand Lodge MS.," whose date is 1632, it megistus, who was looked up to by the
is said
and the statement is substantially alchemists as the founder of their art. The
and almost verbally the same in all the Hermetic philosophers say that all the
others
that " The great Hermarines that sages of antiquity, such as Plato, Socrates,
was Cubys sonne, the which Cubye was Aristotle, and Pythagoras, were initiated,
Semmes sonne, that was Noes sonne. This into the secrets of their science and that
same Hermarines was afterwayds called the hieroglyphics of Egypt and all the fables
Hermes the father of Wisdome he found of mythology were invented to teach the dogone of the two pillars of stone, and found mas of Hermetic philosophy. See Alchemy.
the science written thereon, and he taught
Eite established
Hermetic Rite.
it to other men."
by Pernetty at Avignon, in France, and
There are two persons of the name of more commonly called the lUuminati of
Hermes mentioned in sacred history. The Avignon. See Avignon.
See Heredom.
first is the divine Hermes, called by the
Komans Mercury. Among the Egyptians
Royal Order of. See
he was known as Thoth. Diodorus Siculus Royal Order of Scotland.
describes him as the secretary of Osiris ; he
Heroden. "Heroden,'' says a MS.
of the Ancient Scottish Rite in my possesis commonly supposed to have been the son
of Mizraim, and Cumberland says that he sion, " is a mountain situated in the northwas the same as Osiris. There is, however, west of Scotland, where the first or metromuch confusion among the mythologists politan Lodge of Europe was held." The
word is not now used by Masonic writers,
concerning his attributes.
The second was Hermes Trismegistus or and was, undoubtedly, a corruption of
the Thrice Great, who was a celebrated Heredom.
Egyptian legislator, priest, and philosopher,
Heroine of Jerlclio. An androgywho lived in the reign of Ninus, about the nous degree conferred, in America, on Eoyal
year of the world 2670. He is said to have Arch Masons, their wives, and daughters.
written thirty-six books on theology and phi- It is intended to instruct its feinale recipilosophy, andsixuponmedi cine, all which are ents in the claims which they have upon
lost. There are many traditions of him ; one
the protection of their husbands' and fathers'
of which, related by Eusebius, is that he in- companions, and to communicate to them
troduced hieroglyphics into Egypt. This an efiectual method of proving those claims.
Hermes Trismegistus, although the reality An instance of friendship extended to the
of his existence is doubtful, was claimed by whole family of a benefactress by those
the alchemists as the founder of their art, whom she had benefited, and of the influwhence it is called the Hermetic science, ence of a solemn contract in averting danand whence we get in Masonry, Hermetic ger, is referred to in the case of Rahab, the
Kites and Hermetic degrees. It is to him woman of Jericho, from whom the degree
that the Legend of the Craft refers and, in- derives its name and for this purpose the
deed, the York Constitutions, which are of second chapter of the Book of Joshua is
importance, though not probably of the read to the candidate. When the degree is
date of 926, assigned to them by Krause, received by a male, he is called a Knight
give him that title, and say that he brought of Jericho, and when by a female, she is
the custom of making himself understood termed a Heroine. It is a side or honorary
by signs with him to Egypt. In the first degree, and may be conferred by any Royal
ages of the Christian church, this mythical Arch Mason on a candidate qualified to
Egyptian philosopher was in fact con- receive it.

—
—

;

;

A

Herodem.
Herodem,

;

;

:

HESED

HIGHEST

Hesed. A corruption of

Cheaed,

which

see.

Hexagon. A

figure of six equal sides
constitutes a part of the camp in the Scottish degree of Sublime Princes of the Royal
Stieglitz, in an essay on the symSecret.
bols of Freemasonry, published in 1825, in
the Alten burg ZeiUchrift, says that the hexagon, formed by six triangles, whose apices
converge to a point, making the following
figure,
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Novice, and Knight Templar. These
gave the impulse to the invention of many
other degrees, all above the Master's degree.

sais.

To these the name oihautes grades or high degrees was given. Their number is very great.
Many of them now remain only in the catalogues of Masonic collectors, or are known
merely by their titles while others still
;

exist,

and

constitute the body of the different
Rites. The word is not properly applicable
to the Royal Arch or degrees of the English and American systems, which are intimately connected with the Master's degree, but is confined to the additions made
to Ancient Craft Masonry by continental

These degrees have, from time
met with great opposition as innovations on Ancient Masonry, and some of
the Grand Lodges have not only rejected
them, but forbidden their cultivation by
is a symbol of the universal creation, the
those who are under their obedience. But
six points crossing the central point; thus on the other hand, they have been strenuassimilating the hexagon to the older sym- ously supported by many who have believed
bol of the point within a circle.
the Ancient Craft degrees do not afford a
Hieroglyphics. From two Greek sufficient field for the expansion of Masonic
words which signify the engraving of sa- thought. A writer in the London Freemacred things. Hieroglyphics are properly son's Magazine (1858, i. 1167,) has, I think,
the expressions of ideas by representations expressed the true theory on this subject in
of visible objects, and the word is more the following language
" It is the necessary consequence of an
peculiarly applied to that species of picture-writing which was in use among the exclusive addiction to Craft Masonry that
ancient Egyptians, whose priests by this the intellectual and artistic development
means concealed from the profane that of the minds of the members must suffer,
knowledge which they communicated only the ritual sink to formalism, and the adto their initiates. Browne says {Master Key,
ministration fall into the hands of the lower
members of the Order, by a diminution in
p. 87), "The usages amongst Masons have
ever corresponded with those of the ancient the initiations of men of high intellectual
Egyptians. Their Philosophers, unwilling calibre, and by the inactivity, or practical
ritualists.

to time,

expose their Myst-eries to vulgar Curioscouched the Principles of their Learning and Philosophy under Hieroglyphical
Figures and Allegorical Emblems, and expressed their notions of Government by
^gns and Symbols, which they communicated to the Magi, or wise Men only, who were
solemnly obligated never to reveal them."
Hierogrammatists. The title of
those priests in the Egyptian mysteries to
whom were confided the keeping of the sacred records. Their duty was also to instruct the neophytes in the ritual of initiato

ity,

The
secession, of those within the Order.
suppression of the higher degrees, that is,
of the higher Masonry, may be agreeable to
those who are content to possess the administrative functions of the Order without genuine qualifications for their exercise, but it
is a policy most fatal to the true progress
Masonry has so fallen,
of the Order.
to restore the higher degrees to their full
activity is the measure essential for re-

When

explains
was, in

storing the efficacy of Masonry within and
without. Thus, in the last century, when
Craft Masonry had spread rapidly over the
whole of Europe, a reaction set in, till the
heads of the Order brought the high degrees
into vigor, and they continued to exercise
the most powerfiil influence."

the Ancient Mysteries, what the Master is
in a Masonic Lodge
he who instructed
the neophyte in the doctrines which it was
the object of the mysteries to inculcate.
Degrees. Not long after the
introduction of Freemasonry on the Continent, in the beginning of the eighteenth
century, the Chevalier Eamsay invented
three new degrees, which he called Ecos-

Highest of Hills. In the 01 d York
Lectures was the following passage " Before we had the convenience of such wellformed Lodges, the Brethren used to meet
on the highest of hills and in the lowest of
And if they were asked why they
valleys.
met so high, so low, and so very secret,
the better to see and observe
they replied
and in
all that might ascend or descend

tion,

and

to secure its accurate observance.

Hieropliant.
'tepoipavTei,

which

the sacred things.

From

signifies one

the Greek,

who

The Hierophant

—

High

2S

22

:

—

;

:

HIGH

HIGH
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cowan should appear, the Tiler front of the mitre is inscribed the worfs,
might give timely notice to the Worshipful " Holiness to the Lord." His jewel is
Master, by which means the Lodge might be a mitre.
closed, the jewels put by, thereby preventHigh Priesthood, Order of.
ing any unlawful intrusion." Comment- This order is an honorarium, to be bestowed
upon the High Priest of a Royal Arch Chaping on this, Dr. Oliver [Landm., i. 819, says
"Among other observances which were ter in the United States, and consequently no
common to both the true and spurious one is legally entitled to receive it until he
Freemasonry, we find the practice of per- has been duly elected to preside as High
forming commemorative rites on the highest Priest in a regular Chapter of Koyal Arch
of hills and in the lowest of valleys. This Masons. It should not be conferred when
practice was in high esteem amongst all the a less number than three duly qualified
inhabitants of the ancient world, from a High Priests are present. Whenever the
fixed persuasion that the summit of moun- ceremony is performed in ample form, the
tains made a nearer approach to the celes- assistance of at least nine High Priests,
tial deities, and the valley or holy cavern
who have received it, is requisite. The
to the infernal and submarine gods than General Grand Chapter of the United
the level country and that, therefore, the States has decided that although it is
prayers of mortals were more likely to be highly expedient that every High Priest
heard in such situations." Hutchinson should receive the order; yet its posses" The highest hills and the low- sion is not essentially necessary as a qualalso says
est valleys were from the earliest times es- ification lor the discharge of his official
teemed sacred, and it was supposed that the duties.
Spirit of God was peculiarly diffusive in
those places." The sentiment was expressed
case a

)

;

:

in the language of the earliest lectures of
the eighteenth century, and is still retained, without change of words, in the
lectures of the present day.
But introduced, at first, undoubtedly with special
reference to the ancient worship on " high
places," and the celebration of the mysteries in the caverns of initiation, it is now
retained for the purpose of giving warning
and instruction as to the necessity of security and secrecy in the performance of our
mystical rites, and this is the reason assigned in the modern lectures. And, indeed, the notion of thus expressing the necessity of secrecy seems to have been early
adopted, while that of the sacredness of
these places was beginning to be lost sight
of; for in a lecture of the middle of the last
century, or perhaps earlier, it was said that
" the Lodge stands upon holy ground, or
the highest hill or lowest vale, or in the
Vale of Jehosophat, or any otiier secret
place."
The sacredness of the spot is, it is
true, here adverted to, but there is an emphasis given to its secrecy.

High Grades.
High

Degrees,

which

Sometimes used

for

see.

Higli Priest. The presiding officer
of a Chapter of Koyal Arch Masons according to the American system.
His title
is "Most Excellent," and he represents
Joshua, or Jeshua, who was the son of
Josedech, and the High Priest of the Jews
when they returned from the Babylonian
exile. He is seated in the east, and clothed
in the apparel of the ancient High Priest of
the Jews. He wears a robe of blue, purple,
scarlet, and white linen, and is decorated
with a breastplate and mitre. On the

The jewel of the degree consists of a plate
of gold in the form of a triple triangle, a
breastplate being placed over the point of
union. In front, the face of each triangle
is inscribed
with the Tetragrammaton,
mri'; on the other side, the upper triangle has the following mystical notation,
^333

M«S

'

*'^®

^^^ lower triangles have

Q

the Hebrew letters
and p inserted upon
them. Each side of each triangle should
be one inch in length, and may be ornamented at the fancy of the wearer. The
breastplate may be plainly engraved or set
with stones. It was adopted in 1856, on the
suggestion of the author of this work, at ii
very general but informal meeting of Grand

:

HIGH

HIGH
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and Past Grand High Priests during the ful acquiescence with the charges and regBession of the General Grand Cliapter held ulations just recited, I now declare you duly
It is now in general use.
at Hartford.
installecl and anointed High Priest of this
It is impossible, from the want of au- new Chapter.'
Now do not the words
thentic documents, to throw much light
and anointed' as here used, fully answer
upon the historical origin of this degree. the question as to what those 'other neNo allusion to it can be found in any ritual cessary ceremonies were ? It seems so to
'

'

works out of America, nor even here anterior to about the end of the last and beginning of this century. Webb is the first
who mentions it, and gives it a place in the
series of capitular degrees.

The

question

been exhaustively examined
by Brother William Hacker, Past Grand
has, however,

Priest of Indiana, who has paid much
attention to the subjectof American Masonic
archseology. In a letter to the author in August, 1873, he has sought to investigate the
origin of this Order, and I gladly avail myself of the result of his inquiries.
"Thomas Smith Webb," says Brother
Hacker, " in the first edition of his Monitor,
published in 1797, makes no mention of it.
But in the second edition, published iu
1802, he gives a monitorial ritual for the
Order; or, as he terms it. Observations on

High

the

Order of High Priests.

"Now,

I infer, as we find no mention
of the Order in the edition of 1797, and a
monitorial ritual appearing in the edition
of 1802, that at some time between those
dates we must look for the true origin of
the Order.
"Turning then to the proceedings of the
General Grand Chapter of the United States,
we find that at the Communication held in
the city of Providence, in the State of
Rhode Island, on the 9th day of January,
1799, Benjamin Hurd, Jr., Thomas S. Webb,
and James Harrison were appointed 'a
committee to revise the Constitution, and
report such alterations and amendments

thereto as they shall find necessary to be

made.'

"The next day, January 10, 1799, Webb,
as chairman of the committee, submitted
their report, which was adopted as repoi'ted.
In Article IV. of that Constitution, we find
the forms for constituting new Chapters
and installing High Priests fully laid down
and provided for. In those forms, after
certain ceremonies had been gone through
with, 'All the Companions, except High
Priests and Past High Priests, are requested
to withdraw, while the new High Priest is
solemnly bound to the performance of his
duties ; and after the performance of other
necessary ceremonies, not proper to be
written, they are permitted to return.'
"Now,

right here the question naturally
were those 'other necessary
ceremonies not proper to be written ?
few lines farther on we find this language
laid down
In consequence of your cheerarises,

What

'

:

'

A

me.
" Upon this theory, then, we have Thomas
Webb and his associates on the com-

Smith

mittee,

Benjamin Hurd,

Jr.,

and James

Harrison, as the authors of the Order. It
was adopted by the General Grand Chapter
on the 10th day of January, 1799, when it
became a part of the constitutional requirements of B.oyal Arch Masonry, so far,
at least, as the authority of the General
Grand Chapter extended.
" Following this matter out, we find that
this provision of the Constitution was retained until the Triennial Communication
held in the city of Lexington, Kentucky,
on the 19th day of September, 1853, when,
on motion of Companion Gould, the section was repealed; thus leaving the Order
of High Priesthood the exclusive property
of those who were in possession of it.
" Where these Excellent Companions got
the original thought or germ out of which
the Order was formed will have, perhaps, to
be left to conjecture yet even here I think
we may find some data upon which to found
a conclusion.
"In setting about the formation of an
order suitable for the office of High Priest,
what could be more natural or appropriate
than to take the scriptural history of the
meeting of Abraham with Melchizedek,
Priest of the Most High God ; the circumstances which brought that meeting about;
the bringing forth the bread and wine; the
blessing, etc.
and the anointingTof Aaron
and his sons to the Priesthood under the
Mosaic dispensations. It does seem to me
that these would be the most natural sources
for any one to go to for facts and circumstances to work into an order of this kind.
"
can illustrate this point farther by
reference to a note found in an old ritual
of the 'Mediterranean Pass,' as then
conferred
and perhaps it. may be so now
under the Grand Priory of England and
Wales, preparatory to the Order of Malta.
That note read as follows
" In some Priories the candidate partakes
of bread from the point of a sword, and
wine from a chalice placed upon the blade,
handed to him by the Prelate.'
"Again, in an old manuscript of the ritual
of the Royal Grand Conclave of Scotland,
now also lying before me, I find similar
language used in the ritual of the Templars'
Order. How well the thoughts contained
;

;

We

—

—

'

in these extracts have been

worked into

'

HIGH
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the order of

;

High

HIGH

Priest, every well-in-

formed High Prieat must very well understand.
" But the question now comes up
were
Webb and his associates in possession of
these rituals at the time they originated the
order of High Priesthood? I think they
were, and for these reasons In these rituals
to which I have referred I find these exThat I will not shed the
pressions used
blood of a K. T. unlawfully;' 'the skull
to be laid open, and all the brains to be exposed to the scorching rays of the sun
with several other familiar expressions,
which every Eoyal Arch Mason will readily recognize as appropriately wrought into
Webb's Royal Arch degree.
" From the foregoing facts, as well as
others not stated, I infer that Thomas
Smith Webb, with his co-advisers, Benja:

:

'

:

;

min Hurd, Jr., and James Harrison, were
the true authors of the Order that it dates
from the 10th day of January, 1799, at
which time it was adopted by the General
Grand Chapter, and became a part of the
constitutional regulations and requirements
of Eoyal Arch Masonry so far as the authority of the General Grand Chapter extended, and that it continued as such until
the 19th day of September, 1853, when it
;

was repealed, as before stated.
"A thought or two further, and I will
have done. Webb, in arranging the Order,
evidently intended that it should be conferred as a part of the installation ceremonies of a'High Priest and whether he ever
conferred it at any other time or in any
other manner I have been unable to learn,
as I have never met with any one who
claimed to have received the Order from
;

At what time and by whom it was
conferred as a separate ceremonial is
equally unknown to me. All I have yet
been able to find upon this point is in
Cross's Chart, where, in the edition of 1826,
and it may also be in the earlier editions,
I find it arranged as a separate ceremonial,
and disconnected with the ceremonies of
him.
first

installation.
"The earliest authentic record of the organization of a Council of High Priests I
have yet found is in the proceedings of the

Grand Chapter of Ohio

in 1828,

where

it

appears that a Council was duly formed,
rules adopted for its government, and a full
list of officers elected, with Companion

John Snow as President.
"It is more than probable that the Order
has always been conferred, west of the
mountains, as a separate ceremonial, and
never as a part of the installation ceremonies.
It is well known that John Snow,
who no doubt brought it with him when he
came to the West, always so conferred it,

until the applicant had been
regularly elected and installed as High
I have also met
Priest of his Chapter.
with those who claimed to have received it
from the celebrated Lorenzo Dow, of whom
it is further alleged that he always required
au election and installation as a prerequisite
With these facts before us,
to the Order.
and I have no doubt of the truth of every
word of them, I would ask of those who

and not then

to heap such obloquy and
derision upon the Order, as Dr. Mitchell
and others who have followed him, to
point us to any other single order or degree
of Masonry that can be traced so successfully to the source from whence it came
that has in it more of the elements of sublimity and impressiveness, and that is more
scripturally and Masonically appropriate
for that for which it was intended, than has

have attempted

much-maligned Order of High Priesthood remembering also that it was established upon the constitutional authority of
the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, which is, and ever has been, the
highest authority in Royal Arch Masonry
in the United States.
And again, among
the names of those zealous companions who
this

;

participated in its adoption stands that
of the Honorable De Witt Clinton, for
so many years the zealous and efScient
General Grand High Priest. Then I say,
when we take all these facts together, as
they stand recorded before us, I think the
question as to the origin and authenticity
may be considered as fully settled."

Xligb Priest of the Jews.

The

important office of the High Priesthood
was instituted by Moses after the completion of the directions for erecting the tabernacle,

and was

restricted to

Aaron and

his

descendants, and was so confined until
the time of the Asmonean dynasty, when it
passed into the family of Judas Maccabseus.
The High Priest was at the head not only
of ecclesiastical but of civil afiairs, presiding
in the Sanhedrim and judging the people.
He superintended the Temple, directmg the
mode of worship, and preserving the building from profanation. He was inducted
into his office by anointment and sacrifices,
and was invested with a peculiar dress.
This dress, as the Rabbins d!escribe it, consisted of eight parts, namely, the breastplate, the ephod, with its curious girdle,
the robe of the ephodj the mitre, the oroidered coat, and the girdle. The materials
of which these were composed were gold,
blue, red, purple, and fine white linen. As
these garments are to a certain extent represented in the vestment of a High Priest
of a Royal Arch Chapter, a brief description of them may be expedient:
The High Priest was first clothed in a

—
HIGH

HINDUSTAN

pair of linea drawers. Over this was a coat
or shirt of fine linen reaching to his feet,

the ethnic religions, that of Hindustan is
admitted to be the oldest, for its Vedas or
sacred books claim an antiquity of nearly
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and with sleeves extending to his wrists.
Over this again was a robe of blue, called forty centuries.
However Brahmanism
the coat of ephod. It was without sleeves, may have been corrupted in more modern
but consisted of two pieces, one before and times, in its earliest state it consisted of a
another behind, having a large opening in series of doctrines which embraced a belief
the top for the passage of the head, and an- in a Supreme Being and in the immortality
other on each side to admit the arras. It of the soul. All primitive religions were
extended only to the middle of the legs, more or less mystical, and that of India
and its skirt was adorned with little golden formed no exception to the rule. Oliver,
bells and pomegranates.
Above all these in his History of Initiation, has given a
vestments was placed the ephod, which has very succinct account of the Brahraanical
already been described as a short garment mysteries, collected from the most authencoming down only to the breast before, but tic sources, such as Maurice, Colebrook,
somewhat longer behind, without sleeves, Jones, and Faber. His description refers
and artificially wrought with gold, and almost exclusively to the reception and
blue, and purple, and scarlet, in embroidery advancement of a Brahman in his sacred
of various figures. It was looped on the profession for the initiations of India, like
shoulders with two onyx stones, on each of those of Egypt, were confined to the priestwhich was inscribed the names of six of the hood. All Brahmans, it is true, do not
tribes.
On the front of the ephod he wore necessarily belong to the sacerdotal order,
the breastplate at solemn ministrations a but every Brahman who has been initiated,
mitre of fine linen of a blue color. This was and thus been made acquainted with the
wrapped in several folds, and worn about formulas of worship, may at any time behis head in the manner of a Turkish turban, come an officiating priest. The ceremonies
except that it was without a crown, being of initiation, as they have been described
open on top, and sitting on his head like a by Oliver, were celebrated in spacious cav;

;

garland.

upon

In front of

it

there

hung down

his forehead a square plate of gold,

called the plate of the golden crown,

upon The mysteries were divided into four degrees, and the candidate was permitted to

which were inscribed the words Holiness
TO THE LOED, which were engraved in the
ancient Hebrew or Samaritan characters.
The vestments of a High Priest of a Royal
Arch Chapter are intended to represent
though the representation is imperfect
the gorgeous apparel of the Jewish Pontifi".
They are a mitre, breastplate, and a robe of
four colors.
To these the Masonic ritualists have ascribed a symbolic signification.

The mitre teaches the High Priest the
dignity of his office; the breastplate, his
responsibility to the laws and ordinances
of the Institution, and that the honor and
interest of the Chapter should be always
near his heart ; and the robe, the difierent
graces and virtues w^hich are symbolized
by the various colors of which it is composed.
Twelve. The hour of noon or
twelve o'clock in the day, when the sun is
high in the heavens, in contradistinction
to low twelve, or midnight, when the sun is
low down beneath the earth. The expression is always used, in Masonic language,
to indicate the hour of noon, at which time,
as the tradition tells us, the Craft in the
Temple were called from labor to refreshment. The phrase was used in the earliest
rituals of the last century.
The answer in
the old catechisms to the question, " What's
a clock ? " was always, " High Twelve."

High

Zliadustan, Mysteries

of.

erns, the principal of which were Elephanta
and Salsette, both situated near Bombay.

Of all

perform the probation of the first at the
early age of eight years. It consisted simply in the investiture with the linen gar-

ment and Zennar

or sacred cord; of sacriand of an
explanatory lecture. The aspirant was now
delivered into the care of a Brahman, who
thenceforth became his spiritual guide, and
prepared him by repeated instructions and
a life of austerity for admission into the
second degree. To this, if found qualified,
he was admitted at the requisite age. The
probationary ceremonies of this degree consisted in an incessant occupation in prayers, fastings, ablutions, and the study of
astronomy. Having undergone these austerities for a sufficient period, he was led at
night to the gloomy caverns of initiation,
which had been duly prepared for his reception.
The interior of this cavern was brilliantly
illuminated, and there sat the three chief
hierophants, in the east, west, and south,
representing the gods Brahma, Vishnu, and
Siva, surrounded by the attendant mystagogues, dressed in appropriate vestments.
After an invocation to the sun, the aspirant was called upon to promise that he
would be obedient to his superiors, keep
his body pure, and preserve inviolable
secrecy on the subject of the mysteries. He
was then sprinkled with water, an invocafices

accompanied by ablutions

;

;

HINDUSTAN

HIRAM

tion of the deity was whispered in his ear
he was divested of his shoes, and made to
circumambulate the cavern three times, in
imitation .of the course of the sun, whose
rising was personated by the hierophant
representing Brahma, stationed in the
east, whose meridian height by the representative of Siva in the south, and whose
setting by the representative of Vishnu
He was then conducted
in the west.
through seven ranges of dark and gloomy
caverns, during which period the wailing of Mahadeva for the loss of Siva
was represented by dismal bowlings. The
usual paraphernalia of flashes of light, of
dismal sounds and horrid phantoms, was
practised to intimidate or confuse the aspirant.
After the performance of a variety
of other ceremonies, many of which we can
only conjecture, the candidate reached the
he was
extremity of the seven caverns
now prepared for enlightenment by requisite instruction and the administration of a

them a portion of the divine nature, and
to secure him a residence among the im-
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;

solemn oath.
This part of the ceremonies being concluded, the sacred conch was blown, the
folding-doors were suddenly thrown open,
and the aspirant was admitted into a spacious apartment filled with dazzling light,
ornamented with statues and emblematical
figures, richly decorated with gems, and
scented with the most fragrant perfumes.
This was a representation of Paradise.
The candidate was now supposed to be
regenerated, and he was invested by the
chief Brahman with the white robe and
tiara; a cross was marked upon his forehead, and a tau upon his breast, and he
was instructed in the signs, tokens, and
lectures of the Order.
He was presented
with the sacred belt, the magical black
stone, the talismanic jewel to be worn upon
his breast, and the serpent stone, which, as

name imported, was an antidote against
the bite of serpents. And, lastly, he was
intrusted with the sacred name, known
only to the initiated. This ineffable name
was AUM, which, in its triliteral form, was
significant of the creative, preservative,
and destroying power, that is, of Brahma,
Vishnu, and Siva. It could not be pronounced, but was to be the subject of incessant silent contemplation. The symbols
and the aporrheta, or secret things of the
mysteries, were now explained.
Here ended the second degree. The third
took place when the candidate had grown
old, and his children had all been provided
for.
This consisted in a total exclusion in
the forest, where, as an anchorite, he occupied himself in ablutions, prayers, and sacits

rifices.

In the fourth degree he underwent still
greater austerities, the object of which was
to impart to the happy sage who observed

mortal gods.

The object of the Indian mysteries appears, says Oliver, to have been to teach
the unity of God and the necessity of virtue.
The happiness of our first parents, the subsequent depravity of the human race, and
the universal deluge were described in a
manner which showed that their knowledge
must have been derived from an authentic
source. What was the instruction intended
to be conveyed by these mystical initiations
will be best learned from the Vedas, in
which the true dogma of the ancient Brahmanical faith

Iliraia.

is fully

The

developed.
when wielded by

gavel,

the Master of the Lodge, is sometimes
called the Hiram, because as the workmen
at the Temple were controlled and directed
by Hiram, the chief builder, so the Master
preserves order in the Lodge by the proper
use of the gavel.

Illraia

lEnram.

In Hebrew,
or
or D"nr7> uieanlng noble-bom. The
correct pronunciation, according to

D*Tn
more

Hebrew letters, is
Khuramor Khurura; but universal Masonic
usage renders it now impossible, or, at least,
inexpedient, to make the change. The name
of the king of Tyre is spelled Hiram every-

the true value of the

where in Scripture except in 1 Chronicles
where it occurs as Huram. In 1
Chron. xiv. 1, the original Hebrew text has
Hiram, but the Masorites in the margin
direct it to be read Huram.
In our authorized version, the name is spelled Hiram,
which is also the form used in the Vulgate
and in the Targums; the Septuagiut has
xiv. 1,

or Cheiram.
occur in Chronicles.
Xeipdfi,

Hiram

The same changes

Ablf. There is no character
in the annals of Freemasonry whose life is
so dependent on tradition as the celebrated
architect of King Solomon's Temple. Profane history is entirely silent in respect to
his career, and the sacred records supply us
with only very unimportant items. To fill
up the space between his life and his death,
we are necessarily compelled to resort to
those oral legends which have been handed
down from the ancient Masons to their successors.
Yet, looking to their character, I
should be unwilling to vouch for the authenticity of all
most of them were probably at first symbolical in their character;
the symbol in the lapse of time having been
con verted into a myth, and the myth, by constant repetition, having assumed the formal
appearance of a truthful narrative. Such
has been the case in the history of all nations.
But whatever may have been their true
character, to the Mason, at least, they are
interesting, and cannot be altogether void
of instruction.
;

;

HIRAM
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When King Solomon was about to build
a temple to Jehovah, the difficulty of obtaining skilful workmen to superintend and
to execute the architectural part of the un-

dertaking was such, that he found it necessary to request of his friend and ally, Hiram,
King of 'lyre, the use of some of his most
able builders; for the Tyrians and Sidonians
were celebrated artists, and at that time
were admitted to be the best mechanics in
the world. Hiram willingly complied with
his requestj.and despatched to his assistance
an abundance of men and materials, to be
employed in the construction of the Temple,
and among the former, a distinguished
artist, to whom was given the superintendence of all the workmen, both Jews and
Tyrians, and who was in possession, of all
the skill and learning that were required to
carry out, in the most efficient manner, all
the plans and designs of the king of Israel.
Of this artist, whom Freemasons recog-'
nize sometimes as Hiram the Builder, sometimes as the Widow's Son, but more commonly as Hiram Abif, the earliest account
is found in the first Book of Kings (vii. 13,
14,) where the passage reads as follows:
"And King Solomon sent and fetched
Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widow's
son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father
was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass, and

he was filled with wisdom and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass.
And he came to King Solomon and wrought
all his

work."

He is next mentioned

in the second Book
of Chronicles, (ch. ii. 13, 14,) in the following letter from Hiram of Tyre to King

Solomon.
" And now I have sent a cunning man,
endued with understanding, of Huram my
The son of a woman of the
father's.
daughters of Dan, and his father was a man
of Tyre, skilful to work in gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone and in timber, in purple, in blue and in fine linen and
also to grave any manner of
in crimson
graving, and to find out every device which
shall be put to him, with thy cunning men,
and with the cunning men of my lord
David, thy father."
In reading th&se two descriptions, every
one will be at once struck with an apparent
;

contradiction in them in relation to the
There is no
parentage of their subject.
doubt
for in this both passages agree
that his father was a man of Tyre but the
discrepancy is in reference to the birthplace of his mother, who in one passage is
said to have been " of the tribe of Naphtali," and in the other, " of the daughters
of Dan." Commentators have, however,
met with no difficulty in reconciling the
contradiction, and the suggestion of Bishop

—

—

;
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is now generally adopted on this
subject.
supposes that she herself was
of the tribe of Dan, but that her first husband was of the tribe of Naphtali, by whom

Patrick

He

she had this son and that when she was a
widow, she married a man of Tyre, who is
called Hiram's father because he bred him
up and was the husband of his mother.
Hiram Abif undoubtedly derived much
of his knowledge in mechanical arts from
that man of Tyre who had married his
mother, and we may justly conclude that
;

he increased that knowledge by assiduous
study and constant intercourse with the
artisans of Tyre, who were greatly distinguished for their attainments in architecture.
Tyre was one of the principal seats
of the Dionysiac fraternity of artificers, a
society engaged exclusively in the construction of edifices, and living under a secret
organization, which was subsequently imitated by the Operative Freemasons. Of this
association, it is not unreasonable to sup-

pose that Hirara Abif was a member, and
that on arriving at Jerusalem he introduced among the Jewish workmen the same
exact system of discipline which he had
found of so much advantage in the Dionysiac associations at home, and thus gave,
under the sanction of King Solomon, a peculiar organization to the Masons who were
engaged in building the Temple.
Upon the arrival of this celebrated artist
at Jerusalem, which was in the year B. c.
1012, he was at once received into the intimate confidence of Solomon, and intrusted
with the superintendence of all the workmen, both Tyrians and Jews, who were engaged in the construction of the building.
He received the title of " Principal Conductor of the Works," an office which, previous to his arrival, had been filled by Adoniram, and, according to Masonic tradition,
formed with Solomon and King Hiram of
Tyre, his ancient patron, the Supreme
Council of Grand Masters, in which every
thing was determined in relation to the
construction of the edifice and the government of the workmen.
The Book of Constitutions, as it was edited
by Entick, (p. 19,) speaks of him in the
following language ' This inspired master
was, without question, the most cunning,
skilful, and curious workman that ever
lived whose abilities were not confined to
building only, but extended to all kinds of
work, whether in gold, silver, brass or iron ;
whether in linen, tapestry or embroidery
whether considered as architect, statuary,
founder or designer, separately or together,
he equally excelled. From his designs and
:

;

all the rich and splendid furniture of the Temple and its several
appendages were begun, carried on, and

under his direction,

HIRAM

HIRAM

Solomon appointed him, in his
absence, to fill the Chair as Deputy Grand
Master, and in his presence, Senior Grand
Warden, Master of Work, and general overseer of all artistii, as well those whom
David had formerly procured from Tyre
and Sidon, as those Hiram should now
send."
This statement requires some correction.
According to the most consistent systems
and the general course of the traditions,
there were three Grand Masters at the building of the Temple, of whom Hiram Abif
was one, and hence in our Lodges he always receives the title of a Grand Master.
may, however, reconcile the assertion of
Anderson, that he was sometimes a Deputy
Grand Master, and sometimes a Senior
Grand Warden, by supposing that the three
Grand Masters were, among the Craft, possessed of equal authority, and held in equal
reverence, while among themselves there
was an acknowledged subordination of station and power. But in no way can the assertion be explained that he was at any time
a Senior Grand Warden, which would be
wholly irreconcilable with the symbolism
of the Temple. In the mythical Master's
Lodge, supposed to have been held in the
Temple, and the only one ever held before
its completion, at which the three Grand
Masters alone were present, the office of
Junior Warden is assigned to Hiram Abif.

of this report, and had the good fortune to
discover many precious gems, and among
the rest an abundance of the topaz. They
were subsequently imported by the ships of
Tyre for the service of King Solomon.
In allusion to these labors of taste and
skill displayed by the widow's son, our
lectures say, that while the wisdom of
Solomon contrived the fabric, and the
strength of King Hiram's wealth and power
supported the undertaking, it was adorned
by the beauty of Hiram Abif's curious and

344
finished.

We

According to Masonic tradition, which is
in part supported by scriptural authority,

Hiram was charged with all the architectural decorations and interior embellishments of the building. He cast the various vessels and implements that were to be
used in the religious service of the Temple,
as well as the pillars that adorned the porch,
selecting as the most convenient and appropriate place for the scene of his operations, the clay grounds which extend between Succoth and Zaredatha and the old
lectures state that the whole interior of the
house, its posts and doors, its very floors
;

and

ceilings, which were made of the most
expensive timber, and overlaid with plates
of burnished gold, were, by his exquisite
taste, enchased with magnificent designs
and adorned with the most precious gems.
Even the abundance of these precious
jewels, in the decorations of the Temple,
is attributed to the foresight and prudence
of Hiram Abif; since a Masonic tradition,
quoted by Dr. Oliver, informs us, that about
four years before the Temple was begun, he,
as the agent of the Tyrian king, purchased
some curious stones from an Arabian merchant, who told him, upon inquiry, that
they had been found by accident on an
island in the Eed Sea. By the permission
of King Hiram, he investigated the truth

cunning workmanship.
In the character of the chief architect of
the Temple, one of the peculiarities which
most strongly attract attention, was the
systematic manner in which he conducted
all the extensive operations which were,
placed under his charge. In the classification of the workmen, such arrangements
were made, by his advice, as to avoid any
discord or confusion; and although about
two hundred thousand craftsmen and laborers were employed, so complete were his
arrangements, that the general harmony
was never once disturbed. In the payment
of wages, such means were, at his suggestion,
adopted, that every one's labor was readily
distinguished,

and

his defects ascertained,

every attempt at imposition detected, and
the particular amount of money due to
each workman accurately determined and
easily paid, so that, as Webb remarks, "the
disorder and confusion that might otherwise have attended so immense an undertaking was completely prevented." It was
his custom never to put off' until to-morrow
the work that might have been accomplished
to-day, for he

was as remarkable

for his

punctuality in the discharge of the most
duties, as he was for his skill in
performing the most important. It was his

trifling

constant habit to furnish the craftsmen
every morning with a copy of the plans
which he had, on the previous afternoon,
designed for their labor in the course of the
ensuing day. As new designs were thus furnished by him from day to day, any neglect
to provide the workmen with them on each

morning would necessarily have
ol' the whole body of the
workmen for that day a circumstance that
in so large a number must have produced
the greatest disorder and confusion. Hence
the practice of punctuality was in him a
duty of the highest obligation, and one
which could never for a moment have been
neglected without leading to immediate observation.
Such is the character of this
distinguished personage, whether mythical
or not, that has been transmitted by the
uninterrupted stream of Masonic tradition.
The trestle-board used' by him in drawing
his designs is said to have been made, as
successive

stopped the labors

;

:
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the ancient tablets were, of wood, and
covered with a coating of wax. On this
coating he inscribed his plana with a pen
or stylus of steel, which an old tradition,
preserved by Oliver, says was found upon
him when he was raised, and ordered by
King Solomon to be deposited in the centre
of his monument. The same tradition informs us that the first time he used this
stylus for any of the purposes of the Temple was on the morning that the foundationstone of the building was laid, when he
drew the celebrated diagram known as the
forty-ieventh problem ot" Euclid, and whicli
gained a prize that Solomon had oflfered on
that occasion. But this is so evidently a
mere myth, invented by some myth-maker
of the last century, without even the excuse
of a symbolic meaning, that it has been
rejected or, at least, forgotten by the Craft.
Another and more interesting legend has
been preserved by Oliver, which may be
received as a mythical symbol of the faithful performance of duty.
It runs thus
" It was the duty of Hiram Abif to suEerintend the workmen, and the reports of
is officers were always examined with the
most scrupulous exactness. At the opening of the day, when the sun was rising in
the east, it was his constant custom, before
the commencement of labor, to go into the
Temple, and offer up his prayers to Jehovah tor a blessing on the work and in like
manner when the sun was setting in the
west.
And after the labors of the day were
closed, and the workmen had left the Temple, he returned his thanks to the Great
Architect of the Universe for the harmonious protection of the day. Not content
with this devout expression of his feelings,
he always went into the Temple at the
hour of high twelve, when the men were
called off from labor to refreshment, to
inspect the work, to draw fresh designs
upon the trestle-board, if such were necessary, and to perform other scientific labors,
never forgetting to consecrate the duties
;

—

by solemn prayer. These religious customs
were faithfultj' performed for the first six
years in the secret recesses of his Lodge,
and for the last year in the precincts of the
most holy place."
While assiduously engaged in the discharge of these arduous duties, seven years
passed rapidly away, and the magnificent
Temple at Jerusalem was nearly completed.
The Fraternity were about to celebrate the
cope-stone with the greatest demonstrations
of joy ; but, in the language of the venerable Book of Constitutions, " their joy was
soon interrupted by the sudden death of
their dear and worthy master, Hiram Abif."
On the very day appointed for celebrating
the cope-stone of the building, says one
:i

T
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he repaired to his usual place of
retirement at the meridian hour, and did
not return alive. On this subject we can
say no more. This is neither the time nor
the place to detail the particulars of his
death. It is enough to say that the circumstance filled the Craft with the most profound grief, which was deeply shared by

tradition,

his friend

and patron. King Solomon, who,

according to the Book of Constitutions,
"after some time allowed to the Craft to
vent their sorrow, ordered his obsequies to
be performed with great solemnity and decency, and buried him in the Lodge near
the Temple,
according to the ancient
and long mourned
usages among Masons,

—

—

his loss."

Hiramites. In the degree of Patriarch Noachites, the legend is, that the Masons of that degree are descended from Noah
through Peleg. Distinguishing themselves,
theretbre, as Noachites, they call the Masons
of the other degrees Hiramites, as being
descended from Hiram Abif. The word is
not elsewhere used.

Hiram, King of Tyre. He

was

the son of Abibal, and the contemporary of
both David and Solomon. In the beginning of the former's reign, he sent messengers to him, and Hiram supplied the
Israelitish king with " cedar-trees, and carpenters, and masons : and they built David
a house." (2 Sam. v. 11.) Nearly forty

years afterwards, when Solomon ascended
the throne and began to prepare for building the Temple, he sent to the old friend
of his father for the same kind of assistance. The king of Tyre gave a favorable
response, and sent workmen and materials
to Jerusalem, by the aid of which Solomon
was enabled to carry out his great design.
Historians celebrate the friendly intercourse
of these monarchs, and Josephus says that
the correspondence between them in respect
to the building of the Temple was, in his
days, preserved in the archives of the kingdom of Tyre. The answer of Hiram to the
application of Solomon is given in the first
Book of Kings {v. 8, 9,) in the following
language: "I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar and timber of fir.
My servants shall bring them down from
Lebanon unto the sea; and I will convey
them by sea in floats unto the place that
thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them
to be discharged there, and thou shalt receive them and thou shalt accomplish my
desire in giving food for my household."
In return for this kindness, Solomon gave
Hiram 20,000 measures, or corim, of wheat
and the same quantity of oil, which was
nearly 200,000 bushels of one and 1,500,000
gallons of the other; an almost incredible
amount, but not disproportioned to the
;

;

HIRAM

HO-HI

magnificent expenditure of the Temple in
other respects. After Solomon had finished
his work, he presented the king of Tyre
with twenty towns in Galilee; but when

Hirsctaau, Wilhelm Ton. The
Abbot Wilhelm von Hirschau, Count Pal-
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Hiram viewed

these places, he was so dis-

satisfied with their appearance that he called
which signifies
them the land of Cabul,

barren, desolate,

—
— saying reproachfully to

Solomon, "Are these, my brother,
towns which you have given me?"

the

On

this incident the Scottish Rite Masons have
founded their sixth degree, or Intimate Secretary.

Hiram appears, like Solomon, to have
been disposed to mysticism, for Dius and
Menander, two Greek historians, tell us
that the two kings proposed enigmas to
each other for solution.
Dius says that
Solomon first sent some to Hiram and that
the latter king, being unable to solve them,
paid a large sum of money as a forfeit, but
that afterwards he explained them with the
a.ssistance of one Abdemon; and that he in
turn proposed some to Solomon, who, not
being able to solve them, paid a much
greater sujn to Hiram than he had himself
received on the like occasion.
The connection of the king of Tyre with
king Solomon in the construction of the
Temple has given him a great importance
in the legendary history of Masonry. An;

derson says, "The tradition is that King
Hiram had been Grand Master of all Masons but when the Temple was finished,
Hiram came to survey it before its consecration, and to commune with Solomon
about wisdom and art
and finding that
the Great Architect of the Universe had
inspired Solomon above all mortal men,
Hiram very readily yielded the pre-eminence to Solomon Jedediah, the beloved of
God." He is called in the rituals one of
our " Ancient Grand Masters," and when
the mythical Master's Lodge was held in
the Temple is supposed to have acted as
the Senior Warden. It is said, too, that
in the symbolic supports of Masonry he
represented the pillar of strength, because
" by his power and wealth he assisted the
great undertaking" of constructing the
;

;

He

Temple.
is reported, also, to
have
visited Jerusalem several times (a fact on
which profane history is silent) for the
Eurpose of consultation with Solomon and
is great architect on the symbolism of the
Word, and to have been present at the
time of the death of the latter. Many
other legends are related of him in the
Master's degree and those connected with
it, but he is lost sight of after the completion of the first Temple, and is seldom heard
of in the high degrees.
the Builder. See Hiram

Hiram

Abif.

atine of Scheuren, is said to have been the
founder, at the close of the eleventh century, of the German Bauhutten. Having been
previously the Master of the Bauhutte, or
Lodge of St. Emmerau, in Batisbon, when

he became Abbot of Hirschau, he

col-

lected together in 1080-1091 the Masons
for the purpose of enlarging the convent.
He incorporated the workmen, says Findel,
{Hist, p. 54,) with the monastery, as lay
brethren, and greatly promoted their instruction and general improvement. Their
social life was regulated by special laws
and the one most frequently inculcated by
him was that brotherly concord should pre-

because only by working together and
lovingly uniting all their strength would
it be possible to accomplish such great
works as were these undertakings for the
public benefit.
H.". H..-. T.'. The abbreviation of
Hiram, King of Tyre.
combination of the two HeHo-lii.
vail,

A

brew pronouns "|n, ho, meaning "he," and
n. ^h meaning "she;" thus mystically
representing the twofold sex of the Creator,

and obtained by a Kabbalistic transposition
or inversion of the letters of the Tetragrammaton, niiT or IHOH. HO-HI, therefore,
thus Kabbalistieally obtained, denotes the
male and female principle, the vis genitrix,
the phallus and lingam, the point within the
circle ; the notion of which, in some one
form or another of this double gender, pervades all the ancient systems as the representative of the creative power.

Thus, one of the names given by the my-

Supreme Jupiter
the man-woman. In one
of the Orphic hymns we find the following
thological writers to the

was

a'plievodrj'kvQ,

line:

Jove

is

a male, Jove

is

an immortal

virgin.

And

Plutarch, in his Isis and Osiris, says,
is a male and female intelligence, being both life and light, brought
forth another intelligence, the Creator of
the world." All the Pagan gods and goddesses, however various their appellation,
were but different expressions for the male
" In fact," says
and female principle.
Russel, "they may all be included in the
one great Hermaphrodite, the a/i^svodtilvc,
who combines in his nature all the elements of production, and who continues to
support the vast creation which originally

"God, who

proceeded from his will." And thus, too,
may we learn something of the true meaning of the passage in Genesis, (i. 27,) where
it IS said,

" So

God

created

man

in his

own

"
;

HOLINESS

HOLY

(mage, in the image of Ood created he him
male Aud female created he them."
For the suggestion of this working of
Ho-hi out of Ih-ho, I was many years
ago indebted to my learned and lamented
friend, George R. Gliddon, the great Egyptologist, who had obtained it from the writings of Lanzi, the Italian antiquary.
Holiness to tlieliOrd. In Hebrew,
layehovah. it
nrvh w\p,
was the inscription on the plate of gold
that was placed in front of the high priest's
mitre. Ihe letters were in the ancient Samaritan character.
Holland. See Netherlands.

character, and uses of the Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies in King Solomon's
Temple. Situated in the western end of
the Temple, separated from the rest of the
building by a heavy curtain, and enclosed
on three sides by dead walls without any
aperture or window, it contained the sacred
ark of the covenant, and was secluded and
set apart from all intrusion save of the
high priest, who only entered it on certain
solemn occasions.
As it was the most

kodesh

'

Holy Ghost, Knigbt of the.
knight of

ihe

See

Masonry.

But

Lodge

is

said to be held on holy ground, according
to the Prestonian lecture, because the first
regularly constituted Lodge was held on
that holy, consecrated ground wherein the
first three grand offerings were made, which

afterwards met with Divine approbation.
See Ground-Floor of the Lodge.
Holy liOdge. The old lectures of
the last century taught symbolically that
there were three Lodges opened at three
different periods in

Masonic history

;

these

were the Holy Lodge, the Sacred Lodge,
and the Royal Lodge. The Holy Lodge
was opened in the tabernacle in the wilderness, and over it presided Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel
the Sacred Lodge was
opened on Mount Moriah during the building of the first Temple, and was presided
over by Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram,
King of Tyre, and Hiram the Builder; the
Royal Lodge was opened among the ruins
of the first Temple, at the building of the
second, and was presided over by Joshua,
Though preZerubbabel, and Haggai.
sented as a tradition, it is really only a
symbol intended to illustrate three important events in the progress of Masonic
;

science.

Holy Xame.

Freemasonry teaches,
and rituals, a reverence
for the name of God, which is emphatically
In the prayer
called the " Holy Name."
" Ahabath 01am," first introduced by Derin all its symbols

mott, it is said, " because we trusted in thy
holy, great, mighty, and terrible Name
and in the introductory prayer of the Royal
Arch, according to the American system,
similar phraseology is employed: "Teach
us, we pray thee, the true reverence of thy
;

great,

sacred of the three parts of the Temple, so
has it been made symbolic of a Master's
Lodge, in which are performed the most
sacred rites of initiation in Ancient Craft

Holy Ohost.

Holy Grotind. A Masonic

mighty, and terrible Name."

expression, if not the sentiment,
rowed from the Hebrew mysteries.

Holy of Holies.

is

The
bor-

Every student of

Jewish antiquities knows, and every Mason
who has taken the third degree ought to
know, what was the peculiar construction,
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all

modern hierologists have found in
Hebrew rites and ceremonies the

as

the

of more ancient mysteries, from
which they seem to have been derived, or
on which they have been modified, whence
we trace also to the same mysteries most of
the Masonic forms which, of course, are
more immediately founded on the Jewish
traces

we shall find in the ancient
Gentile temples the type of this same Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies, under
the name of Adyton or Adytum. And what
Scriptures, so

more singular, we shall find a greater resemblance between this Adytum of the
Pagan temples and the Lodge of Master
Masons, than we will discover between the
is

latter

and the Sanctum Sanctorum of the
It will be curious and

Solomonic Temple.

interesting to trace this resemblance, and to
follow up the suggestions that it offers in
reference to the antiquity of Masonic rites.
The Adytum was the most retired and
secret part of the ancient Gentile temple,
into which, as into the Holy of Holies of

the Jewish Temple, the people were not
permitted to enter, but which was accessible only to the priesthood. And hence the
derivation of the word from the Greek
Adoein, "not to enter," "that which it is
Seclusion and
not permitted to enter."
mystery were always characteristic of the
Adytum, and therefore, like the Holy of
Holies, it never admitted of windows.
In the Adytum was to be found a tapho»
or tomb, and some relic or image or statue
of the god to whom the temple w as dedicated.
The tomb reminds us of the characteristic
feature of the third degree of Masonry ; the
image or statue of the god finds its analogue
in the ark of the covenant and the overshadowing cherubim.
It being supposed that temples owed their
first origin to the reverence paid by the
ancients to their deceased friends, and as it
was an accepted theory that the gods were
once men who had been deified on account
of their heroic virtues, temples were, peril aps, in the beginning only stately monu-
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ments erected in honor of the dead. Hence
the interior of the temple was originally
nothing more than a cell or cavity, that is
to say, a grave regarded as a place of deposit for the reception of a person interred,
and, therefore, in it was to be found the

soma or

coffin,

and the taphos or tomb,

or,

among the Scandinavians, the barrow or
mound grave. In time the statue or image
of a god took the place of the coffin but
the reverence for the spot, as one of peculiar
sanctity, remained, and this interior part
of the temple became among the Greeks
the sekos or chapel, among the Romans
the Adytum or forbidden place, and among
the Jews the kodesh kodashim^ or Holy of
Holies.
" The sanctity thus acquired," says Dudley in his Naology, (p. 393,) "by the cell
of interment might readily and with propriety be assigned to any fabric capable of
containing the body of the departed friend,
or relic, or even the symbol of the presence
or existence, of a divine personage." And
thus it happened that there was in every
ancient temple an Adytum or most holy
;

place.

There was in the Holy of Holies of the
Jewish Temple, it is true, no tomb nor coffin
containing the relics of the dead. But there
was an ark of the covenant which was the
recipient of the rod of Aaron, and the pot
of manna, which might well be considered
the relics of the past life of the Jewish
nation in the wilderness. There was an
analogy easily understood according to the
principles of the science of symbolism.
There was no statue or image of a god, but
there were the sacred cherubim, and, above
all, the Shekinah or Divine Presence, and
the bathkol or voice of God.
But when Masonry established its system
partly on the ancient rites and partly on
the Jewish ceremonies, it founded its third
degree as the

Adytum

or holy of holies of
the exclusive place into
which none but the most worthy
the
priesthood of Masonry
the Masters in
Israel
were permitted to enter; and then
going back to the mortuary idea of the ancient temple, it recognized the reverence for
the dead which constitutes the peculiar
characteristic of that degree.
And, therefore, in every Lodge of Master Masons there
should be found, either actually or allegorically, a grave, or tomb, and coffin, because the third degree is the inmost sanctuary, the kodesh kodaahim, the Holy of
Holiesof the Masonic temple.
Place. Called also the sanctuary.
It was that part of the Temple of
Solomon which was situated between the
Porch and the Holy of Holies. It whs appropriated to the purposes of daily worship,
all its mysteries,

—

Holy

—

—

altars and utensils used
It has no symbolic meanMasonry; although really, as it

and contained the
in that service.

ing in
occupied the ground-floor of the Temple,
it might be properly considered as represented by an Entered Apprentice's Lodge,
that is to say, by the Lodge when occupied
in the ceremonies of the first degree.

Holy Sepulchre, Knight of the.
See Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.
Honorable. This was the title formerly given to the degree of Fellow Craft.
Honorarium, when a degree of

Masonry is conferred honoris causa, that is,
as a mark of respect, and without the payment of a fee, it is said to be conferred as an
honorarium. This is seldom done in Anbut it is not unusual
cient Craft Masonry
;

in the high degrees of the Scottish Rite,
which are sometimes bestowed by Inspectors on distinguished Masons as an honora-

rium.

Honorary Degrees.

1.

The Mark

Master's degree in the American system is
called the " Honorary degree of Mark Master," because it is traditionally supposed to
have been conferred in the Temple upon
a portion of the Fellow Crafts as a mark
of honor and of trust. The degrees of Past
Master and of High Priesthood are also
styled honorary, because each is conferred
as an honorarium or reward attendant upon
certain offices that of Past Master upon
the elected Master of a symbolic Lodge,
and that of High Priesthood upon the
elected High Priest of a Chapter of Royal
;

Arch Masons.
2. Those degrees which are outside of
the regular series, and which are more commonly known by the epithet " side degrees,"
are also sometimes called honorary degrees,
because no fee is usually exacted for them.
Masons. A schismatic
body which arose soon after the revival in
the beginning of the eighteenth century,
the members of which rejected the established formula of an obligation, and bound
themselves to secrecy and obedience by a
pledge of honor only. Like the Gregorians
and the Gormogons, who arose about the
same time, they soon died a natural death.
A song of theirs, preserved in Carey's Musical Century, is almost the only record left
of their existence.
It is a custom in some Lodges to invest distinguished
Masons with the rank and title of honorary
membership. This confers upon them, as
the by-laws may prescribe, sometimes all
the rights of active membership and sometimes only the right of speaking, but always without the exaction of annual dues.
Nor does honorary membership subject the
person receiving it to the discij)line of the

Honorary

Honorary Members.

;

:

HONORARY
Lodge further than to
honor bestowed. The
honorary members is a
ern date, and has not

HONORS

a revocation of the

custom of electing
usage of very modthe sanction of the

old Constitutions. It is com mon in France
so, but not altogether unknown, in
America and England. Oliver, in the title
of one of his works, claimed honorary membership in more than nine Lodges. It may
be considered unobjectionable as a method
of paying respect to distinguished merit and
less
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sions, in the presence of the profane as well
as the initiated.
They are used at the lay-

ing of corner-stones of public buildings, or
in other services in which the ministrations of the Fraternity are required, and
especially in funerals.
They are given in
the following manner: IJoth arms are
crossed on the breast, the left uppermost,

and the open palms of the hands sharply
striking the shoulders they are then raised
above the head, the palms striking each
;

services, when it is viewed only
as a local regulation, and does not attempt
to interfere with Masonic discipline.
Mason who is expelled forfeits, of course,
with his active membership in his own
Lodge, his honorary membership in other

other, and then made to fall smartly upon
the thighs. This is repeated three times,
and as there are three blows given each
time, namely, on the breast, on the palms
of the hands, and on the thighs, making

Lodges.

are technically said to be given " by three
times three." On the occasion of funerals,
each one of these honors is accompanied
by the words, " the will of Ood is accom-

Masonic

A

Honorary Thirty - Thirds. The
Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in this country have,
within a few years past, adopted the custom of electing honorary members, who
are sometimes called " Honorary ThirtyThirds." They possess none of the rights
of Inspectors General or Active Members,
except that of being present at the meetings of the Council, and taking part to a
limited extent in its deliberations.

Blonors, Qrand. The Grand Honors
of Masonry are those peculiar acts and gestures by which the Craft have always been
accustomed to express their homage, their
joy, or their grief

on memorable occasions.

In the Symbolic degrees of the American
Eite, they are of two kinds, the private and
public, which are used on different occa-

and

for different purposes.
private Grand Honors of Masonry
are performed in a manner known only to
Master Masons, since they can only be used
in a Master's Lodge. They are practised
by the Craft only on four occasions when
a Masonic hall is to be consecrated, a new
Lodge to be constituted, a Master elect to
be installed, or a Grand Master, or his
Deputy, to be received on an official visitation to a Lodge.
They are used at all these
ceremonies as tokens of congratulation and
homage. And as they can only be given
by Master Masons, it is evident that every
consecration of a hall, or constitution of a
new Lodge, every installation of a Worshipful Master, and every reception of a
Grand Master, must be done in the third
degree.
It is also evident, from what has
been said, that the mode and manner of
giving the private Grand Honors can only
be personally communicated to Master Mathe
sons. They are among the aporrheta
things forbidden to be divulged.
The public Grand Honors, as their name
imports, do not partake of this secret character.
They are given on all public occa-

sions

The

:

—

nine concussions in

all,

the Grand Honors

plished y so mote it be," audibly
by the brethren.

pronounced

These Grand Honors of Masonry have
undoubtedly a classical origin, and are but
an imitation of the plaudits and acclamations practised by the ancient Greeks and

Eomans

in their theatres, their senates,

and their public games. There is abundant evidence in the writings of the ancients, that in the

days of the empire, the

Romans had circumscribed the mode of
doing homage to their emperors and great
men when they made their appearance in
public, and of expressing their approbation
of actors at the theatre, within as explicit
rules and regulations as those that govern
the system of giving the Grand Honors in
Freemasonry. This was not the case in the
earlier ages of Rome, for Ovid, speaking of
the Sabines, says that when they applauded,
they did so without any rules of art
" In medio plausu, plausus tunc arte carebat."

And Propertius speaks, at a later day, of
the ignorance of the country people, who,
at the theatres, destroyed the general harmony by their awkward attempts to join
in the modulated applauses of the more
skilful citizens.

The ancient Romans had carried their
science on this subject to such an extent as
to have divided these honors into three
jkinds, differing from each other in the
mode in which the hands were struck
against each other, and in the sound that
thence resulted. Suetonius, in his life of
Nero, (cap. xx.,) gives the names of these
various kinds of applause, which he says
were called bombi, imbrices, testoi ; and Seneca, in his Naturales Qumstiones, gives a description of the manner in which they were
executed. The "bombi," or hums, were
produced by striking the palms of the

HOODWINK
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hands together, while they were in a hol- fear life would be devoid of joy, and the
low or concave position, and doing this at grave but a scene of desolation. The anfrequent intervals, but with little force, so cients represented Hope by a nymph holdas to imitate the humming sound of a swarm ingin her hand a bouquet of opening flowers,
of bees. Tbe " imbrices," or tiles, were indicative of the coming fruit but in modmade by briskly striking the flattened and ern and Masonic iconology it is representextended palms of the bands against each ed by a virgin leaning, on an anchor, the
other, so as to resemble the sound of hail anchor itself being a symbol of hope.
pattering upon tlie tiles of a roof. The
Hope Manuscript, A manuscript
" testae," or earthen voces, were executed by copy of the old Constitutions, which is in
striking the palm of the left hand, with the the possession of the Lodge of Hope at
The parchment
fingers of the right collected into one point. Bracfford, in England.
By this blow a sound was elicited which roll on which this Constitution is written is
imitated that given out by an earthen vase six feet long and six inches wide, and is
defaced and worn away at the lower edge.
when struck by a stick.
The Romans, and other ancient nations, It is considered a very important manuhaving invested this system of applauding script. Its date is supposed to be about
;

;

the accuracy of a science, used it
various forms, not only for the purpose of testifying their approbation of actors in the theatre, but also bestowed it, as
a mark of respect or a token of adulation,
on their emperors, and other great men, on
the occasion of their making their appearance in public. Huzzas and cheers have,
in this latter case, been generally adopted
by the moderns, while the manual applause
is only appropriated to successful public
speakers and declaimers. The Freemasons,
however, have altogether preserved the
ancient custom of applause, guarding and
regulating its use by as strict, though different rules as did the Romans and thus
showing, as another evidence of the antiquity of their Institution, that the "Grand
Honors " of Freemasonry are legitimately
derived from the "plausus," or applaudings, practised by the ancients on public
occasions.
In the higher degrees, and in other Rites,
the Grand Honors are different from those
of Ancient Craft Masonry in the American

with

in

all

its

;

Rite.

Hoodwink. A
silence,

symbol of the secrecy,
in which the mystesliould be preserved from the

and darkness

our art
unhallowed gaze of the profane. It has
been supposed to have a symbolic reference
to the passage in St. John's Gospel, (i. 5,)
" And the light shineth in darkness and
the darkness comprehended it not." Bat
it is more certain that there is in the hoodwink a representation of the mystical darkness which always preceded the rites of the
ancient initiations.
Hope. 'I'he second round in the theological and Masonic ladder, and symbolic
of a hope in immortality. It is appropriately placed there, for, having attained the
first, or faith in Ood, we are led by a belief
in his wisdom and goodness to the hope of
immortality. This is but a reasonable expectation without it, virtue would lose its
necessary stimulus and vice its salutary
ries of

;

;

1680.
From a transcript in the possession
of Bro A. F. A. Woodford, whose correctness is certified to by the Master of the
Lodge, Bro. Hughan first published it in
his Old Charges of the British Freemasons.
of Plenty. The jewel of the
Steward of a Lodge. See Cornucopia.
of the Altar. In the Jewish
Temple, the altars of
burnt-offering and of
incense had each at
the four corners four
horns of shittim wood.
Among the Jews, as
well as all other ancient peoples, the altar
was considered
peculiarly holy and
privileged and hence,
when a criminal, fleeing, took hold of these horns, he found an
asylum and safety. As the Masonic altar
is a representation of the altar of the Solomonic member, it should be constructed
with these horns and Cross has very properly so represented it in his Hieroglyphic

Horn

Horns

;

;

Chart.

Hoscliea. The word of acclamation
used by the French Masons of the Scottish
Rite.
In some of the Cahiers it is spelled
Ozee.
It is, I think, a corruption of the
word hvzza, which is used by the English
and American Masons of the same Rite.
Hospitality. This virtue has always
been highly esteemed among Masons.
Nothing IS more usual in diplomas or certificates than to recommend the bearer "to
the hospitality of all the brethren wheresoever dispersed over the globe " a recommendation that is seldom disregarded. All
of the old Constitutions detail the practice
of hospitality, as one of the duties of the
Craft, in language like this: "Every Mason
shall receive and cherish strange fellowes
when they come over the countreye."
;

Hospitaller, Knigbt.
Hospitaller.

See Knight

:

HU

HOSPITALLERS
Hospitallers of Jerusalem.

In

the middle of the eleventh century, some
merchants of Amalfi, a rich city of the
kingdom of Naples, while trading in Egypt,
obtained from tlie Caliph Monstaser Billah
permission to establish hospitals in the city
of Jerusalem for the use of poor and sick
Catholic pilgrims.
site was assigned to'
them close to the Holy Sepulchre, on which
they erected a chapel dedicated to the Virgin, giving it the name of St. Mary ad Latinos, to distinguish it from those churches
where the service was performed according
to the Greek ritual.
The building was
completed in the year 1018; and at the

A

same time two
•

hospitals, one for either sex,
were erected in the vicinity of the chapel
for the reception of pilgrims. Subsequently
each of these hospitals had a separate

chapel annexed to it that for the men being dedicated to St. John the Almoner, and
that for the women to St. Mary Magdalen.
Many of the pilgrims, who had experienced
the kindness so liberally bestowed upon all
wayfarers, abandoned all idea of returning
to Europe, and formed themselves into a
band of charitable assistants, and, without
;

assuming any regular, religious profession,
devoted themselves to the service of the
hospital and the care of its sick inmates.
The chief cities of the south of Europe
subscribed liberally for the support of this
institution
and the merchants of Amalfi
who were its original founders acted as the
stewards of their bounty, which was greatly
augmented from the favorable reports of
grateful pilgrims who had returned home,
and the revenues of the hospital were thus
much increased. The associates assumed
the name of Hospitallers of Jerusalem.
Afterwards, taking up arms for the protection of the holy places against the Saracens,
they called themselves Knights Hospitallers, a title which they subsequently changed
to that of Knights of Rhodes, and finally
to that of Knights of Malta.
;

Host, Captain of the. See

Captain

of the Host.

Honr-Qlass. An emblem used in the
third degree, according to the Webb lectures, to remind us by the quick passage of
its sands of the transitory nature of human
life.

As a Masonic symbol

it is

of com-

paratively modern date, but the use of the
hour-glass as an emblem of the passage
of time is older than our oldest rituals.
Thus, in a speech before Parliament, in
may dandle and play
1627, it is saia "
with the hour-glass that is in our power, but
the hour will not stay for us and an opportunity once lost cannot be regained."
are told in Notes and Queries, (1st Ser.,
V. 223,} that in the early part of the last cen.
tury it was a custom to inter an hour-glass
:

We

;

We

:

351

with ihe dead, as an emblem of the sand of
life being run out.
Hours, Masonic. The language of
Masonry, in reference to the hours of labor

and refreshment,

is altogether symbolical.
old lectures contained a tradition that
our ancient brethren wrought six days in
the week and twelve hours in the day,
being called off regularly at the hour of
high twelve from labor to refreshment. In
the French and German systems, the Craft
were said to be called from labor at low
twelve, or midnight, which is therefore the
supposed or fictitious time at which a
French or German Lodge is closed. But
in the English and American systems the
Craft are supposed to be called off at high
twelve, and when called on again the time
for recommencing labor is said to be " one
hour past high twelve '' all this refers to
Ancient Craft Masonry. In some of the
high degrees the hours designated for labor
or rest are different. So, too, in the different
Eites: thus, in the system of Zinnendorf, it
is said that there are in a Mason's Lodge
five hours, namely, twelve struck, noon,

The

:

high noon, midnight and high midnight;
which are thus explained. Twelve struck,
is before the Lodge is opened and after it is
closed; noon is when the Master is aboat to
open the Lodge; high noon, when it is
duly open midnight, when the Master is
about to close it; and high midnight, when
;

closed and the uninitiated are permitted to draw near.
it is

Hours of Initiation. In Masonic
Lodges, as they were in the Ancient Mysteries, initiations are always at night.
No Lodges ever meet in the daytime for
that purpose, if it can be avoided. See
Night.

How go Squares ?

one of the

The questi on was

earliest of the tests

common
Qrand

which were

in the eighteenth century.
Mystery, published in 1724,

In the

we

find
in the following form
"§. How go squares?
"A. Straight."
It is noteworthy, that this phrase has an
earlier date than the eighteenth century,
and did not belong exclusively to the Masons.
In Thomas May's comedy of The
Old Couple, published in 1658, (Act. iv., sc.
i.,) will be found the following passage
"Sir Argent Scrape. Ha Mr. Frightful,
it

I

welcome. How go squares? What do you
think of me to make a bridegroom ? Do I
look young enough ? " See it in Dodsley 's
Collection of Old Flays, Vol. 10.

H.'. R.". D.*. M.\ An abbreviation
Heredom or Herodem.
Hu. The name of the chief god among
the Druids, commonly called Hu Oadarn,
of

or

Hu

the Mighty.

He

is

thus described

HUND
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by one of the Welsh bards: "The smallest
ot'the small, Hu is the mighty in the world's
judgment; yet he is the greatest and Lord
over us and our God of mystery. His
course is light and swift, his car is a particle of bright sunshine.
sea, the greatest

land and

He is great
whom I shall

on
be-

hold, greater than the worlds. Offer not
indignity to him, the Great and Beaiitiful."
Bryant and Davies, in accordance with
their arkite theory, think that he was Noah
deified but the Masonic scholar will be reminded of the Hi-hu eliminated by the
Kabbalista out of the name of Jehovah.
Humility. The Divine Master has
said, " He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted," (Luke xiv. 2,) and the lesson is
emphatically taught by a portion of the
ritual of the Royal Arch degree.
Indeed,
the first step towards the acquisition of
truth is a humility of mind which teaches
us our own ignorance and our necessity for
knowledge, so that thus we may be prepared
for its reception.
Dr. Oliver has greatly
erred in saying [Landmarks, ii. 471,) that
bare feet are a Masonic symbol of humility.
They are properly a symbol of reverence.
The true Masonic symbol of humility is
bodily prostration, and it is so exemplified
in the Royal Arch degree.
Ton. Carl Gotthhelf,
Baron Von Hund, was born in Oberlausitz,
in Germany, on the Hth of September, 1722.
He was a nobleman and hereditary landed
proprietor in the Lausitz. He is said to
have been upright in his conduct, although
beset by vanity and a love of adventure.
But Findel is scarcely correct in characterizing him as a man of moderate understanding, since the position which he took among
his Masonic contemporaries
many of
whom were of acknowledged talent and
the ability with which he defended and
maintained his opinions, would indicate the
possession of very respectable intelligence.
In religious faith he was a Protestant.
That rare work, the Anti-Saint- Nicaise,
contains in its first volume a brief biography of Von Hund, from which some details of his personal appearance and character may be obtained. He was of middling
stature, but well formed; never dressed
;

Hund, Baron

—

—

sumptuously, but always with taste and
and although himself a moderate

neatness

;

was distinguished for his hospitality,
and his table was always well supplied for
the entertainment of friends and visitors.
The record that -his servants were never
changed, but that those who were employed
in his domestic service constantly remained
liver,

with him, is a simple but conclusive testimony to the amiability of his character.
The scanty details of the life of Hund,
which are supplied by Clavel in his Hia-

by Thory, in the Ada
Latamorum ; by Ragon, in his Orthodoxie
toire Pittoresgne ,

Magonnique; by Robison, in his Proofs of
a Conspiracy; by Lenning and Gadicke, in
the Encyclopddie of each; by Oliver, in
his Historical Landmarks ; and by Findel,
in his m8f.ory, vary so much in dates and
in the record of events, that he who should
depend on their conflicting authority for
information would be involved in almost
inextricable confusion in attempting to
follow any connected thread of a narrative.
As Thory, however, writes as an annalist,
in chronological order, it may be presumed
that his dates are more to be depended on
than those of the looser compilers of historical essays.
He, therefore, will furnish
us with at least an outline of the principal
Masonic events in the life of Hund, while
from other writers we may derive the material facts which the brevity of Thory
does not provide. But even Thory must

sometimes be abandoned, where he has
evidently neglected to note a particular
circumstance, and his omission must be
supplied from some other source.
On the 20th of March, 1742, when still
lacking some months of being twenty years
of age, he was initiated into the mysteries
of Freemasonry in the Lodge of the Three
Thistles at Frankfort-on-the-Main.
Findel places the date of his initiation in the
year 1741 but, for the reason already assigned, I prefer the authority of Thory,
with whom Lenning concurs. The first
;

and second degrees were conferred on the
same day, and in due time his initiation
into the symbolic degrees was completed.
Soon after his initiation, the Baron Von
Hund travelled through England and Holland, and paid a visit to Paris. Robison,
who speaks of the Baron as " a gentleman
of honorable character," and whose own
reputation secures him from the imputation
of wilful falsehood, although it could not
preserve him from the effects of prejudice,
says that Hund, while in Paris, became
acquainted with the Earl of Kilmarnock
and some other gentlemen, who were adherents of the Pretender, and received from
them the new degrees, which had been invented, it is said, for political purposes by
the followers of the exiled house of Stuart.
Gadicke states that while there he also
received the Order of the Mopses, which
he afterwards attempted, but without success, to introduce into Germany.
This
must, however, be an error for the Order
of the Mopses, an androgynous institution,
;

which subsequentlj? gave birth to the French
Lodges of Adoption, was not established
until 1776, long after the return of
his native country.

While he resided

in Paris

Hund to

he received,

•

;
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says Findel, some intimations of the existence of the Order of Knights Templars in
Scotland. The legend, which it is necessary
to say has been deemed fabulous, is given
to us by Clavel, (But. Pittor.; 184,) who
tells us that, after the execution of Jacques
de Molay, Pierre d'Aumont, the Provincial
Grand Master of Auvergne, accompanied

on his estates at Kittlitz, near Loban, to
which he gave the name of the " Lodge of
the Three Pillars." At the same time he

by two Commanders and

five Knights, escaped to Scotland, assuming during their
journey, for the purpose of concealment,
the costume of Operative Masons. Having
landed on one of the Scottish Islands, they
met several other companions, Scottish
Knights, with whom they resolved to continue their existence of the Order, whose
abolition had been determined by the Pope
and the King of France. At a Chapter
held on St. John's day, 1313, Aumont was
elected Grand Master, and the Knights, to
avoid in future the persecutions to which
they had been subjected, professed to be
Freemasons, and adopted the symbols of
that Order. In 1361 the Grand Master
transported his see to the city of Aberdeen,
and from that time the Order of the Temple
spread, under the guise of Freemasonry,
throughout the British Islands and the
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built there a Protestant church, the cornerstone of which was laid by the brethren,

with the usual Masonic ceremonies.
I am compelled to suppose, from incidents in his life which subsequently occurred, that Hund must have visited Paris
a second time, and that he was there in the
year 1754. On the 24th of November in
that year, the Chevalier de Bonneville,
supported by some of the most distinguished
Masons of Paris, instituted a Chapter of
the High Degrees, which received the name
of the "Chapter of Clermont," and into
which he introduced the Templar system,
that is, the system which finds the origin
of Freemasonry in Templarism. In this
Chapter Baron Von Hund, who was then
in Paris, received the degrees of the Clermont system, and there, says Thory, he
learned the doctrine upon which he subsequently founded his new Eite of Strict Observance.
This doctrine was, that Freemasonry owes its existence to Knight Tem-

plarism, of which it is the natural successor;
and, therefore, that every Mason is a TemContinent.
plar, although not entitled to all the priviThe question is not now as to the truth leges of the Order until he has attained the
or even the probability of this legend. It highest degree.
is sufficient for our present purpose to say,
Von Hund returned to Germany posthat the Baron Von Hund accepted it as a sessed of powers, or a deputation granted
veritable historical fact.
He was admitted, to him in Paris by which he was authorat Paris, to the Order of Knights Templars, ized to disseminate the high degrees in that
Clavel says, by the Pretender, Charles country. He was not slow to exhibit these
Edward, who was the Grand Master of the documents, and soon collected around him
Order. Of this we have no other evidence a band of adherents. He then attempted
than the rather doubtful authority of Cla- what he termed a reform in primitive Mavel.
Eobison intimates that he was in- sonry or the simple English system of the
ducted by the Earl of Kilmarnock, whose three symbolic degrees, which alone most
signature was attached to his diploma. Ga- of the German Lodges recognized. The
dicke says that he travelled over Brabant result was the establishment of a new systo the French army, and was there made a tem, well known as the Eite of Strict ObTemplar by high chiefs of the Order. And servance.
But here we again encounter the emthis statement might be reconciled with
that of Eobison, for the high chiefs (hohe barrassments of conflicting authorities.
Obere) of Gadicke were possibly the fol- The distinctive feature of the Eite of Strict
lowers of the Pretender, some of whom Observance was, that Freemasonry is the
were likely to have been with the French successor of Templarism; the legend of Auarmy. The point is not, however, worth mont being unhesitatingly accepted as authe trouble of an investigation. Two things thentic. The author of Anti-Saint-Nicaise,
have been well settled, namely: That in the book already referred to, asserted that
1748 Von Hund was initiated as a Knight between the years 1730 and 1740 there was
Templar, and that at the same time he re- already in Lusatia a Chapter of Templars
ceived the appointment of a Provincial that he knew one, at least, who had been
Grand Master, with ample powers to pro- there initiated before the innovation of the
He re- Baron Von Hund ; and that the dignities
pagate the Order in Germany.
turned to his native country, but does not of Prior, Sub-prior, Prefect, and Comappear to have been very active at first as mander, which he professed to introduce
a missionary of Templarism, although he into Germany for the first time, had been
continued to exhibit his strong attachment known there at a long antecedent period.
Eagon also asserts that the Templar sysIn the year
to Ancient Craft Masonry.
1749 he erected, at his own expense, a Lodge tem of Eamsay was known in Germany be-

2U
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;
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Chapter of Clermont, whence Von Hund derived his information and his powers; that it consisted
of six degrees, to which Hund added a
seventh; and that at the time of Von

Hund, who had really selected Johnson as
his agent, to give greater strength to his
Rite.
I am reluctant to admit the truth
of this charge, and am rather disposed to
believe that the enthusiasm and credulity
of Von Hund had made him for a time the
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fore the foundation of the

Hund's arrival in Germany this regime
had Baron Von Marshall as its head, to victim of Johnson's ostentatious pretenwhom Hund's superiors in Paris had re- sions. If this be so, he was soon undeferred him.

This seems to be the correct version of
the affair and so the Rite of Strict Observance was not actually established, but only
reformed and put into more active opera;

tion,

by

One

Von Hund.

of the peculiarities of this Rite was,
that every member was called a Knight, or
JEques ; the classical Latin for a Roman
knight being, by a strange inconsistency,
adopted by these professed Templars, instead of the Mediaeval word Miles, which
had been always appropriated to the military knights of chivalry. To this word was
appended another, and the title thus formed
was called the " characteristic name." Lists
of these characteristic names, and of the
persons whom they represented, are given
in all the registers and lists of the Rite.
Von Hund selected for himself the title of
Equea ab Ense, or Knight of the Sword
and, to show the mixed military and Masonic character of his regime, chose for his
seal a square and sword crossed, or, in
heraldic language, saltierwise.
Von Hund divided Europe into nine
provinces, and called himself the Grand
Master of the seventh province, which embraced Lower Saxony, Prussian Poland,
Livonia, and Courland. He succeeded in
getting the Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick
to 'place himself at the head of the Rite,
and secured its adoption by most of the
Lodges of Berlin and of other parts of
Prussia. After this he retired into comparative inactivity, and left the Lodges of
his Rite to take care of themselves.
But in 1763 he was aroused by the appearance of one Johnson on the Masonic

ceived, and, discovering the true character
as well as the dangerous designs of Johnson, he proclaimed him to be an adven-

He denied that Johnson had been
sent as a delegate from Scotland, and asserted anew that he alone was the Grand
Master of the Order in Germany, with the
power to confer the high degrees. Johnson,
accused of abstracting the papers of a Lord
of Courland, in whose service he had been,
and of the forgery of documents, was arrested at Magdeburg through the influence
of Von Hund, on the further charges of
larceny and counterfeiting money, and died
in 1775 in prison.
Von Hund now renewed his activity as a
Mason, and assembled a Congress of the
Rite at Altenberg, where he was recognized
as Grand Master of the Templars, and augmented his strength by numerous important initiations. His reappearance among
the brethren exerted as much surprise as
joy, and its good effects were speedily seen
in a large increase of Chapters; and the
Rite of Strict Observance soon became the
predominating system in Germany.
But dissatisfaction began to appear as a
consequence of the high claims of the members of the Rite to the jpossession of supeturer.

rior knowledge.

The Knights looked haugh-

upon the Masons who had been invested
only with the primitive degrees, and these
tily

were offended at the superciliousness with

which they were treated. A Mother Lodge
was established at Frankfort, which recognized and worked only the three degrees.
Other systems of high degrees also arose
rivals of the Rite, and Von Hund's
rigime began to feel sensibly the effects of

as

This man, whose real name was this compound antagonism.
Leucht, was a Jew, and had formerly been
Hitherto the Rite of Strict Observance
the secretary of the Prince of Anhalt- had been cosmopolitan in its constitution,
Bernburg, under the assumed name of admitting the believers in all creeds to its
Becker.
But, changing his name again to bosom, and professing to revive only the
that of Johnson, he visited the city of Jena, miliUary and chivalric character of the anand proclaimed himself to the Masons cient Templars, without any reference to
there as possessed of powers far more ex- their religious condition. But in 1767, Von
tensive than those of Von Hund, which Starck, the rector at Wismar, proposed to
he pretended to have received from "un- engraft upon the Rite a new branch, to be
known Superiors " at Aberdeen, Scotland, caUed the clerical system of Knights Temthe supposed seat of the Templar Order, plars. This was to be nominally spiritual
which had been revived by Aumont. Von in character and, while announcing that
Hund at first admitted the claims of John- it was in possession of secrets not known to
son, and recognized him as the Grand Prior the chivalric branch of the Order, demandof the Order. Ragon says that this recog- ed, as preliminary to admission, that every
nition was a fraud on the part of Von candidate should be a Roman Catholic, and
stage.

;

;

HUND

HUTCHINSON

have previously received the degrees of the

devotion to Masonry deceived but enthusiastic
generous and kind in his disposition whose heart was better than his head
we may not entertain the profoundest
veneration but we cannot but feel an emotion of sympathy.
know not how
much the antagonism and contests of years,

Strict Observance.
Starck wrote to

;

;

Von Hund,

proposing a

fusion of the two branches and he, " because," to borrow the language of Findel,
" himself helpless and lacking expedients,
eagerly stretched out his hand to grasp the
offered assistance, and entered into connection with the so-called clergy." He even,
it is said, renounced Protestantism and became a Catholic, so as to qualify himself
for admission.
;

In 1774, a Congress assembled at Kohlo,
the object of which was to reconcile the
difference between these two branches of
the Eite. Here Von Hund appears to have
been divested of some portion of his dignities, for he was appointed only Provincial Superior of

Upper and Lower

Alsace,

of Denmark and of Courland, while the
Grand Mastership of the Eite was conferred on Frederick, Duke of Brunswick.
Another Congress was held in 1775, at
Brunswick, where Hund again appeared.
Here Findel, who seems to have no friendly
disposition towards Von Hund, charges him
witii " indulgence in his love of outward
pomp and show," a charge that is not consistent with the character given him by
other writers, who speak of his modesty of
demeanor. The question of the Superiores
Incogniti, or Unknown Superiors, from whom

Von Hund

professed to derive his powers,
consideration.
His replies
were not satisfactory. He denied that he
was bound to give any explanations at all,
and asserted that his oath precluded him

came under

from saying anything more.

Confidence

—

;

;

We

final defeat and failure, may have embittered his days or destroyed his energy
but we do know that he ceased the warfare
of life while still there ought to have been

and

the promise of

began to lose its influence. The
branch of the Eite seceded, and
formed an independent Order, and the
Lodges of Strict Observance thenceforward
porter,
clerical

the "United

German

With his failure at Brunswick, the functions of Von Hund ceased.
retired
altogether from the field of Masonic labor,
and died, in the fifty-fifth year of his age, on
the 8th of November, 1776, at Meiningen,
in Prussia. The members of the Lodge
Minerva, at Leipsic, struck a medal in com-

He

memoration of him, which contains on the
obverse an urn encircled by a serpent, the
symbol of immortality, and on the reverse
a likeness of him, which is said to be exceedingly accurate. A copy of it may be
found in the Taschenbuche der Preimavrerei,
and in the American Quarterly Review of
Freemasonry.

For

this

tainly

was

amiable enthusiast, as he cerbut untiring in his

— credulous

many

years of strength and

vigor.

Hungary.
into

Msisonry was introduced

Hungary about the middle of the

eighteenth century. In 1760, a Lodge, according to Hund's Templar system, was
Smith says ( Use
instituted at Presburg.
and Abuse, p. 219,) that there were several
Lodges there in 1783, but none working
Most
under the English Constitution.
probably they received their Warrants from
Germany.
In 1870, there were seven
Lodges in Hungary. On the 30th of January in that year these Lodges met in convention at Pesth, and organized the Grand
Lodge of Hungary.
Hutchinson, William. Of all the
Masonic writers of the last century there
was no one who did more to elevate the
spirit and character of the Institution than
William Hutchinson of Barnard Castle, in
the county of Durham, England. To him
are we indebted for the first philosophical
explanation of the symbolism of the Order,

and his Spirit of Masonry still remains a
priceless boon to the Masonic student.
Hutchinson was born in 1732, and died
April 7, 1814, at the ripe age of eighty-two
years.
was by profession a solicitor;

him now declined, and the Eite to which
he was so much attached, and of which he
He
had been the founder and the chief sup- but such was
in

called themselves
Lodges."
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his literary industry, that a
very extensive practice did not preclude
He
his devotion to more liberal studies.
published several works of fiction, which,
His
at the time, were favorably received.
literature was The
first contribution to
Hermitage, a British Story, which was published in 1772. This was followed, in 1773,
by a descriptive work, entitled An Excursion to the Lakes of Westmoreland and Cumberland.
In 1775, he published The Doubtful Marriage, and in 1776 A Week in a Cottage, and A Romance after the Fashion of
In 1778, he comthe Castle of Otranto.
menced as a dramatic writer, and besides
two tragedies, Pygmalion, King of Tyre and
The Tyrant of Onia, which were never acted,
he also wrote The Princess of Zanfara, which
was successfully performed at several of the
provincial theatres.
Hutchinson subsequently devoted himself to archseological studies, and became a
prominent member of the Eoyal Society of
Antiquaries. His labors in this direction

:
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for him from Nichols
of "an industrious antiquary."
published in 1776^ View of Northum-

were such as to win
the

He

title

berland, in two volumes ; in 1785, 1787, and
1794, three consecutive quarto volumes of
The History and Antiquities of the County
Palatinate of Durham and in 1794, in two
;

quarto volumes,

A

— works which are

History of Cumberland,

still referred to by scholars as containing valuable information on
the subjects of which they treat, and are

an evidence of the learning and industry
of the author.

But it is as a Masonic writer that Hutchinson has acquired the most lasting reputation, and his labors as such have made his
name a household word in the Order. He
was for some years the Master of Barnard
Castle Lodge, where he sought to instruct
the members by the composition and delivery of a series of Lectures and Charges,
which were so far superior to those then in
use as to attract crowds of visitors from
neighboring Lodges to hear him and to
profit by his instructions.
Some of these
were from time to time printed, and won so
much admiration from the Craft that he was
requested to make a selection, and publish
them in a permanent form.
Accordingly, he applied in 1774, for permission to publish, to the Grand Lodge,
which then assumed to be a rigid censor of
the Masonic press,
and, having obtained
it, he gave to the Masonic world the first
edition of his now celebrated treatise entitled. The Spirit of Masonry, in Moral and
Elucidatory Lectures; but the latter part of
the title was omitted in all the subsequent

—

—

editions.

The

sanction for

its

publication,

prefixed to the first edition, has an almost
supercilious sound, when we compare the
reputation of the work
which at once
created a revolution in Masonic literature
with that of those who gave the sanction,
and whose names are preserved only by the
official titles which were affixed to them.
The sanction is in these words
" Whereas, Brother William Hutchinson

—

—

has compiled a book, entitled The Spirit of
Masonry, and has requested our sanction
for the publication thereof; we, having
perused the said book and finding it will be
of use to this Society, do recommend the
same." This is signed by the Grand Master and his Deputy, by the Grand Wardens,
and the Grand Treasurer and Secretary.
But their judgment, though tamely expressed, was not amiss.
A century has
since shown that the book of Hutchinson
has really been " of use to the Socity." It
opened new thoughts on the symbolism
and philosophy of Masonry, which, worked
out by subsequent writers, have given to
Masonry the high rank it now holds, and

has elevated it from a convivial association,
such as it was in the beginning of the
eighteenth century, to that school of religious philosophy which it now is. To the
suggestions of Hutchinson, Hemming undoubtedly owed that noble definition, that
" Freemasonry was a science of morality
veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols."
The first edition of The Spirit of Masonry was published in 1775, the second in
1795 the third in 1802, the fourth in 1813,
the fifth in 1814, and the sixth in 1815, all
except the last in the lifetime of the author.
Several subsequent editions have
been published both in this country and in
Great Britain. In 1780 it was translated
into German, and published at Berlin under the title of Der Oeist der Preimaurerei,
in moralischen und erlduternden Vorfragen.
Of this great work the Craft never appear
It was reto have had but one opinion.

ceived on

its first

appearance with enthu-

siasm, and its popularity among Masonic
scholars has never decreased. Dr. Oliver
says of it: " It was the first efficient attempt
to explain, in a rational and scientific
ner, the true philosophy of the Order.

manDr.

Anderson and the writer of the Gloucester
sermon indicated the mine, Calcott opened
it,
and Hutchinson worked it. In this
book he gives to the science its proper value.
After explaining his design, he enters copiously on the rites, ceremonies, and institutions of ancient nations.
Then he dilates
on the Lodge, with its ornaments, furniture,
and jewels; the building of the Temple;
geometry and after explaining the third
degree with a minuteness which is highly
;

he expatiates on secrecy, charand brotherly love and sets at rest all
the vague conjectures of cowans and unbelievers, by a description of the occupations
of Masons and a masterly defence of our
peculiar rites and ceremonies."
The peculiar theory of Hutchinson in
reference to the symbolic design of Masonry is set forth more particularly in his ninth
lecture, entitled " The Master Mason's Order."
His doctrine was that the lost word
was typical of the lost religious purity,
which had been occasioned by the corruptions of the Jewish faith.
The piety which
had planted the Temple at Jerusalem had
been expunged, and the reverence and
adoration due to God had been buried in
the filth and rubbish of the world, so that
it might well be said " that the guide to
heaven was lost, and the master of the
works of righteousness was smitten." In
the same way he extends the symbolism.
" True religion," he says, " was fled. Those
gratifying,
ity,

who sought

;

her through the wisdom of
the ancients were not able to raise her,

HUTCHINSON
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She eluded the grasp, and their polluted contemporaries. Still, in his enlarged and
hands were stretched forth in vain for her elevated views of the symbolism and philoThose who sought her by the sophy of Masonry as a great moral and
restoration.
old law were frustrated, for death had step- religious science, he was immeasurably in
ped between, and corruption defiled the advance of his age.
embrace."
In his private life, Hutchinson was greatly
Hence the Hutchinsonian theory is, that respected for his cultivated mind and extenthe third degree of Masonry symbolizes the sive literary acquirements, while the suavity
new law of Christ, taking the place of of his manners and the generosity of his
the old law of Judaism, which had become disposition secured the admiration of all
dead and corrupt. With him, Hiram or who knew him. He had been long married
Huram is only the Greek huramen, "we to an estimable woman, whose death was
have found it," and Acacia, from the same followed in only two days by his own,
Greek, signifies freedom from sin; and and they were both interred in the same
" thus the Master Mason represents a man, grave.
under the Christian doctrine, saved from
Hntte. A word equivalent among the
the grave of iniquity and raised to the faith Stone-masons of Germany, in the Middle
of salvation."
Ages, to the English word Lodge. Findel

Some of Hutchinson's etymologies are defines it as "a booth made of boards,
unquestionably inadmissible; as, when he erected near the edifice that was being
derives Tubal Cain from a corruption of the built, where the stone-cutters kept their
Greek, tumbon choeo, "I prepare my sepul- tools, carried on their work, assembled, and
chre," and when he translates the substitute most probably occasionally eat and slept."
word as meaning " I ardently wish for life." These hutten accord exactly with the
But fanciful etymologies are the besetting Lodges which Wren describes as having
sin of all antiquaries.
So his theory of been erected by the English Masons around
the exclusive Christian application of the the edifice they were constructing.
third degree will not be received as the
Huzza. The acclamation in the Scotdogma of the present day. But such was tish Rite. In the old French rituals it is
the universally recognized theory of all his generally written Sosehea.

I.
I. A. A. T.
Eeghellini (i. 29,) says
that the Rose Croix Masons of Germany
and Italy always wear a ring of gold or
silver, on which are engraved these letters,
the initials of Ignis, Aer, Aqua, Terra, in
allusion to the Egyptian mystical doctrine
of the generation, destruction, and regeneration of all things by tlie four elements,
fire, air, water, and earth; which doctrine
passed over from the Egyptians to the
Greeks, and was taught in the philosophy
of Empedocles.
But these Rose Croix
Masons, I think, must have borrowed their
doctrine from the Gnostics.

I

Am that

I

Am.

The name which

Grand Architect directed Moses to use,
(Exod. iii. 14,) that he might identify
himself to the Israelites as the messenger
sent to them by God. It is one of the
modifications of the Tetragrammaton, and
as such, in itsHebrew form of "l^X H^nj^
the

the York, American, and several other
Rites. The original Hebrew words are actually in the future tense, and grammatically mean I will be what 1 will be; but all
the versions give a present signification.
Thus, the Vulgate has it, lam who am; the
Septuagint, / am he who exists; and the
Arabic paraphrase, / am the Eternal who
passes not away. The expression seems intended to point out the eternity and selfexistence of God, and such is the sense in

which

it is

used in Masonry.

See Eheyeh

asher eheyeh.

latric

Masonry. From

art of medicine.

Magonnique,

(p.

'mrpiK^, the

Ragon, in his Orthodoxie
450,) says that this system

was instituted in tlie eighteenth century,
and that its adepts were occupied in the
search for the universal medicine. It must
therefore have been a Hermetic Rite. Ragon knew very little of it, and mentions

rrriK, eheyeh asher eheyeh, (the e pro- only one degree, called the " Oracle of Cos."
nounced like a in fate,) has been adopted The island of Cos was the birthplace of
as a significant word in the high degrees of Hippocrates, the father of medicine, and

;

IDIOT

ILLINOIS

him tlie degree is dedicated. The Order
or Eite has, I suppose, no longer an exist-

Lodges met in convention and organized

858
to

ence.

Idiocy is one of the mental disThis does not,
however, include a mere dulness of intellect and indocility of apprehension. These
amount only to stupidity, and " the judgment of the heavy or stupid man," as Dr.
Good has correctly remarked, " is often as
sound in itself as that of the man of more
capacious comprehension." The idiot is
defined by Blackstone as " one that hath
had no understanding from his nativity;
and therefore is by law presumed never
being thus menlikely to attain any."
tally imperfect is incompetent to observe
the obligations or to appreciate the instructions of Freemasonry. It is true that the
word does not occur in any of the old Constitutions, but from their general tenor it is
evident that idiots were excluded, because
" cunning," or knowledge and skill, are

Idiot.

qualifications for initiation.

A

everywhere deemed essential qualifications
of a Mason. But the ritual law is explicit
on the subject.
Idolatry. The worship paid to any
created object. It was in some one of ite
forms the religion of the entire ancient
world except the Jews. The forms of idolatry are generally reckoned as four in number.
1. Fetichism, the lowest form, consisting in the worship of animals, trees,
2. Sabianrivers, mountains, and stones.

ism or Sabaism, the worship of the sun,
moon, and stars. 3. Sintooism, or the worship of deceased ancestors or the leaders
of a nation. 4. Idealism, or the worship
Oliof abstractions or mental qualities.
ver and his school have propounded the
theory that among the idolatrous nations
of antiquity, who were, of course, the descendants, in common with the monotheistic Jews, of Noah, there were the remains
of certain legends and religious truths
which they had received from their common ancestor, but which had been greatly
distorted and perverted in the system which
they practised. This system, taught in the
Ancient Mysteries, he called "the Spurious
Freemasonry " of antiquity.
Iconology. The science which teaches
the doctrine of images and symbolic representations.
It is a science collateral with
Masonry, and is of great importance to the
Masonic student, because it is engaged in
the consideration of the meaning and history of the symbols which constitute so
material a part of the Masonic system.
Idaho. One of the United States very
recently settled. In 1867 there were four
Lodges in what was then the Territory,
three chartered by the Grand Lodge of Oregon, and one by the Grand Lodge of Washington Territory. In tliat year these

Grand Lodge of Idaho._ The Grand
Lodge is migratory, holding its sessions on
the

_

the first Monday in October, at such place
as may be determined at the previous session.

Ignc Watnra Rcnovatur InteBy fire, nature
See I.: N.: R.: I:.
gra.

Ignorance. The
son

is

perfectly renewed.

is

ignorant Freema-

a drone and an incumbrance in the

Order. He who does not study the nature,
the design, the history, and character of the
Institution, but from the hour of his initiation neither gives nor receives any ideas
that could not be shared by a profane, is of

no more advantage to Masonry than Ma-

The true Mason seeks
is to him.
light that darkness may be dispelled, and
sonry

knowledge that ignorance

may be removed.

The ignorant

no matter how

aspirant,

loudly he may have asked for light, is still
a blind groper in the dark.
Ib-IIo. The Kabbalistic mode of reading Ho-hi, one of the forms of the Tetra-

grammaton. See Ho-Hi.
I. H. S. A monogram, to which various meanings have been attached. Thus,
these letters have been supposed to be the
initials of In hoc aigno, words which surrounded the cross seen by Constantine.
But that inscription was in Greek and be;

even in a Latin translation, the letter
V, for vincea, would be required to complete
it.
The Church has generally accepted the
monogram as containing the initials of
lesus Hominum Salvator, Jesus the Saviour
of Men; a sense in which it has been
adopted by the Jesuits, who have taken it
sides,

in this form, I. H. S., as the badge of their
society.
So, too, it is interpreted by the

Masonic Templars, on whose banners
often appears.

it

A later interpretation is

advocated by the Cambridge Camden Society in a work published by them on the
subject.
In this work they contend that

monogram

is of Greek origin, and is
three letters of the Greek name,
IH20T2, Jesus. But the second of these
interpretations is the one most generally

the
the

first

received.

Ijar.

"yiia.

The eighth month of

the Hebrew civil year.
It corresponds to
a part of the months of April and May.

Illinois.

The

first

Grand Lodge

es-

tablished in this State was in the year 1822
but this body yielded in a few years to the
storm of anti-Masonry which swept over
the country, and ceased to exist. Subse2uently, Lodges were chartered by the
irand Lodges of Kentucky and other jurisdictions, and on the 20th January, 1840, a
convention of six Lodges was held in the
city of Jackson,

which organized the Grand

:

:

ILLITERACY

:;
:

:

ILLUMINATI

359

Lodge of Illinois. The seat of the Grand fectibilists but he subsequently gave it the
Lodge is Springfield. A Grand Chapter, name by which it is now universally known.
Grand Council, and Grand Commandery Its professed object was, by the mutual assist;

were subsequently established.

quiry whether illiterate persons are qualified to

be made Masons.

There can be no

doubt, from historic evidence, that at the
period when the Institution was operative
in its character, the members for the most
that is, the great mass of the Frapart
ternity
were unable to read or write. At
a time when even kings made at the foot
of documents the sign of the cross, "^ro
ignorantia lUerarum," because they could
not write their names, it could hardly be
expected that an Operative Mason should
be gifted with a greater share of education
than his sovereign. But the change of the
society from Operative to Speculative gave
to it an intellectual elevation, and the philosophy and science of symbolism which
was then introduced could hardly be understood by one who had no preliminary eduAccordingly, the provision in all
cation.
Lodges, that initiation must be preceded
by a written petition, would seem to indicate that no one is expected or desired to
apply for initiation unless he can comply
with that regulation, by writing, or at
The Grand
least signing, such a petition.
Lodge of England does not leave this principle to be settled by implication, but in
express words requires that a candidate
shall know how to write, by inserting in its
Constitution the provision that a candidate,
" previous to his initiation, must subscribe
his name at full length to a declaration."

—

—

commentary on this, in an accompanying note, is, that " any individual

The

its members, to attain the highest
possible degree of morality and virtue, and
to lay the foundation for the reformation
of the world by the association of good men
to oppose the progress of moral evil.
To
give to the Order a higher influence, Weis-

ance of

The word illiteracy, as
Illiteracy.
signifying an ignorance of letters, an incapability to read and write, suggests the in-

haupt connected it with the Masonic institution, after whose system of degrees, of
esoteric instruction, and of secret modes of
recognition, it was organized. It has thus
become confounded by superficial writers
with Freemasonry, although it never could
be considered as properly a Masonic Rite.
Weishaupt, though a reformer in religion

and a

liberal

in politics,

had

originally

been a Jesuit; and ne employed, therefore,
in the construction of his association, the
shrewdness and subtlety which distinguished the disciples of Loyola and having been
initiated in 1777 in a Lodge at Munich, he
also borrowed for its use the mystical or;

ganization which was peculiar to Freemasonry.
In this latter task he was greatly
assisted by the Baron Von Knigge, a zealous and well- instructed Mason, who joined
the Illuminati in 1780, and soon became a
leader, dividing with Weishaupt the control and direction of the Order.
In its internal organization the Order of
Illuminati was divided into three great

namely, 1. The Nursery 2. SymFreemasonry and 3. The Mysteries
each of which was subdivided into several
classes,

;

bolic

;

degrees, making ten in
ing table
I.

all,

as in the follow-

Nursery.

After a ceremony of preparation

it

began

official

who cannot write

is

consequently ineligible

to be initiated into. the Order,"

and

this is

the very generally accepted law. The
ne varietur in Masonic diplomas, which follows the signature in the margin, indicates
that the holder is required to know how to

2.

Novice.
Minerval.

3.

lUuminatus Minor.

1.

now

sign his

name.

Illuminated Theosojphists.

A

modification of the system of Pernetty instituted at Paris by Benedict Chastanier,
who subsequently succeeded in introducing
it into London.
It consisted of nine degrees, for an account of which see Chastanier.
Illnmlnati. This is a Latin word,
signifying the enlightened, and hence often
applied in Latin diplomas as an epithet of

Freemasons.

Illuminati of Bavaria. A secret
founded on May 1, 1776, by Adam
Weishaupt, who was professor of canon law
society,

at the University of Ingoldstadt. Its founder at first called it the Order of the Per-

II.

The

Symbolic Freemasonry.
three degrees were communi-

first

cated without any exact respect to the diand then the candidate proceeded

visions,
4.

lUuminatus Major, or Scottish Nov-

5.

lUuminatus Dirigens, or Scottish

ice.

Knight.
III.

The Mysteries.

This class was subdivided into the Lesser and the Greater Mysteries.
The Lesser Mysteries were
6. Presbyter, Priest, or Epopt.
7. Prince, or Regent.
The Greater Mysteries were
8.
9.

Magus.
Rex, or King.

ILLUMINATI

IMMANUEL

Any one otherwise qualified could be
received into the degree of Novice at the
age of eighteen and after a probation of
not less than a year he was admitted to the
second and third degrees, and so on to the
higher degrees though but few reached the
ninth and tenth degrees, in which the inmost secret designs of the Order were contained, and, in fact, it is said that these
last degrees were never thoroughly worked
up.

enemies, and waged war so successfully
against it, that on June 22, 1784, the Elector of Bavaria issued an edict for its supMany of its members were fined
pression.
or imprisoned, and some, among whom
was Weishaupt, were compelled to flee the
country. The edicts of the Elector of Bavaria were repeated in March and August,
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;

;

The lUuminati selected for themselves
Order names, which were always of a classical character. Thus, Weishaupt called himself Spartacus, Knigge was Philo, and
Zwack, another leader, was known as Cato.
They gave also fictitious names to countries.
Ingoldstadt, where the Order originated, was called Eleusis; Austria was
Egypt, in reference to the Egyptian darkness
of that kingdom, which excluded all MaMunich was
sonry from its territories
called Athens, and Vienna was Eome. The
Order had also its calendar, and the months
were designated by peculiar names; as,
Dimeh for January, and Bemeh for February. They had also a cipher, in which
;

correspondence of the members
was conducted. The character dl now so
much used by Masons to represent a Lodge,
was invented and first used by the Illumithe

official

,

nati.

The Order was

at first very popular,

and

1785, and the Order began to decline, so
that by the end of the last century it had
ceased to exist. Adopting Masonry only
as a means of its own more successful
propagation, and using it only as incidental to its own organization, it exercised
while in prosperity no favorable influence

on the Masonic institution, nor any unfavorable effect on it by its dissolution.

Illiiminati of ATignon. See Avignon.

Illuminati of Stochliolni.

An

Order but little known mentioned by Eagon in his Catalogue as having been instituted for the propagation of Martinism.
Illuininism. The system or Rite
practised by the German Illuminati is so
;

called.

Illustrious. A title given in the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite to all

who possess
thirty-third degree.

those

the thirty-second or

Illustrious Elect of the Fifteen.
The title now generally given to the Ulect
of Fifteen,

which

see.

Imitative Societies.

A

title sometimes given to those secret societies which,
imitating the general organization of Freemasonry, differ from it entirely in their
character and object. Such, in the last
century, when at one time they abounded,
were the Bucks, the Sawyers, the GormoThe original design of lUuminism was gons, and the Gregorians and, in the presundoubtedly the elevation of the human ent century, the Odd Fellows, the Good
race. Knigge, who was one of its most Templars, and the Knights of Pythias.
prominent working members, and the au- Most of them imitate the Masons in their
thor of several of its degrees, was a religious external appearance, such as the wearing
man, and would never have united with it of aprons, collars, and jewels, and in calling
had its object been, as has been charged, to their places of meeting, by a strange misabolish Christianity. But it cannot be de- nomer, Lodges. But in these points is their
nied, that in process of time abuses had only resemblance to the original Institucrept into the Institution, and that by the tion.
influence of unworthy men the system beImmanuel. A Hebrew word signicame corrupted yet the coarse accusations fying "God with us," from IJJDl^, immanu,
of such writers as Barruel and Eobison '^vith us," and Sx, el, " God." It was the
are known to be exaggerated,- and some of symbolical name given by the prophet Isathem altogether false. The Conversations- iah to the child who was announced to
Lexicon, for instance, declares that the Ahaz and the people of Judah as the sign
society had no influence whatever on the which God would give of their deliveranceFrench Revolution, which is charged upon from their enemies, and afterwards applied
it by these as well as other writers.
by the Apostle Matthew to the Messiah
But lUuminism came directly and pro- born of the Virgin. As one of the appelfessedly in conflict with the Jesuits and lations of Christ, it has been adopted as a
with the Roman Church, whose tendencies significant word in modern Templarism,
were to repress the freedom of thought. where, however, the form of Emanuel is
The priests became, therefore, its active most usually employed.

than two thousand names
upon its registers, among whom were some
of the most distinguished men of Germany.
It extended rapidly into other countries,
and its Lodges were to be found in France,
Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Hungary, and Italy.
enrolled

no

less

;

;

;

:

IMMORTALITY
Immortality of

tlie

Soul.

IMPOSTORS

Very properly suited to the unskilled apprentice.
The square, level, and plumb are employed

wisely has Max Miiller said, (Chips, i. 45,)
that " without a belief in personal immortality, religion is surely like an arch resting

on one pillar, like a bridge ending in an
abyss;" and he cites passages from the
Vedas to show that to the ancient Brahmans the idea was a familiar one. Indeed,
almost all the nations of the earth with
whose religious faith we are acquainted
recognize the dogma, although sometimes
in

vague and, perhaps, materialistic forms.
was the professed teaching of the An-

It

cient Mysteries, where, in the concluding
of their initiation, the restoration of
the hero of their legend was a symbol of
the immortal life. So, too, the same doctrine is taught by a similar legendary and
symbolic method in the third degree of
rites

Masonry.
Archdeacon Mant thus describes the

dif-

ferences, in the teaching of this doctrine of
immortality, between what he calls, after
the school of Oliver, the spurious and the

true Freemasonry
" Whereas the heathens

had taught

this

;

Immovable

—

—

—

2

V

in the still further preparation of these
stones and in adjusting them to their proper
positions.
This is the labor of the craftsmen, and hence to the Fellow Craft are
they presented. But the work is not completed until the stones thus adjusted have
been accurately examined by the master
workman, and permanently secured in their
places by cement. This is accomplished
by the trowel, and hence this implement is
intrusted to the Master Mason.
Thus, the
tools attached to each degree admonish the
Mason, as an Apprentice, to prepare his
mind for the reception of the great truths
which are hereafter to be unfolded to him
as a Fellow Craft, to mark their importance
and adapt them to their proper uses and
as a Master, to adorn their beauty by the
practice of brotherly love and kindness, the
cement that binds all Masons in one com;

mon

its

simplicity, is

fraternity.

There
68,)

doctrine only by the application of a fable
to their purpose, the wisdom of the pious
Grand Master of the Israelitish Masons
took advantage of a real circumstance,
which would more forcibly impress the
sublime truths he intended to inculcate
upon the minds of all brethren."
It will be doubted by some of our modern
sceptics whether the Hiramic myth i^ entitled to more authenticity as an historic
narrative than the Osiric or the Dionysian but it will not be denied that, while
they all taught the same dogma of immortality, the method of teaching by symbolism
was in all the same.
Jewels. See Jewels of
a Lodge.
Implements. The Operative Freemasons of the Middle Ages gave to certain
the most important
of their implements
of which were the square, the compasses,
the stone-hammer, or gavel, and the footrule
a special symbolic meaning. When
the Operative Institution was merged in the
Speculative, the custom of thus spiritualizing, as it was called, these implements
was continued ; but the system of symbolic
instruction has been so greatly enlarged
and improved as to constitute, in fact, the
characteristic feature of modern Freemasonry,
a feature which widely distinguishes
it from all other societies, whether secret or
open. Thus, the twenty-four inch gauge
and gavel are bestowed upon the Entered
Apprentice because these are the implements used in the quarries in hewing the
stones and fitting them for the builder's use,

an occupation which, for

361

first

is no doubt, as Findel says, [Hisl.,
that the stone-masons were not the
who symbolized the implements of

their craft.

But they had

reason, above all

other gilds, for investing them with a far
higher worth, and associating them with a
spiritual meaning, on account of the sacred
calling to which they were devoted. By
the erection of churches, the Master Mason
not only perpetuated his own name, but assisted in giving glory to God, in spreading
the knowledge of Christianity, and in
stimulating to the practice of the Christian
And hence the church-building
virtues.
Masons naturally gave a more sacred signification in their symbolism to the implements employed in such holy purposes.
And thus it was that they transmitted to
their successors, the Speculative Masons,
the same sacred interpretation of their
symbols. Modern Freemasonry has been
derived from an association of church
architects, and this accounts for the religious character of its symbolism. Had it
been the offspring of the Templars, as
Eamsay contends, its symbolism would

have been undoubtedly military, somewhat
like that employed by St. Paul in his
epistle to the Ephesians.

Impostors. Impostors in Masonry
may be either profanes who, never having
initiated, yet endeavor to pass themselves for regular Freemasons, or Masons
who, having been expelled or suspended
from the Order, seek to conceal the fact and
still claim the privileges of members in

been

The false pretensions of
the former class are easily detected, because their real ignorance must after a
proper trial become apparent. The latter
class, having once been invested with the
good standing.

•

;;

IN

INCOKPORATION

proper instructions, can stand the test of an
examination and their true position must
be discovered only by information derived
from the Lodges which have suspended or
expelled them. The Tiler's oath is intended to meet each of these cases, because
it requires every strange visitor to declare
that he has been lawfully initiated, and
that he is in good standing. But perjury
added to imposture will easily escape this
test.
Hence the necessity for the utmost
caution, and therefore the Charges of 1722
say, " You are cautiously to examine a
strange brother in such a method as prudence shall direct you, that you may
not be imposed on by an ignorant, false,
pretender, whom you are to reject with contempt and derision, and beware of giving
him any hints of knowledge." The Masonic rule is, that it is better that ninety
and nine true brethren be rejected than
that one impostor be admitted.
In Activity. When a Lodge is performing all its duties and functions, and is
regularly represented in the Grand Lodge,
it is said to be in activity, in contradistinction to a Lodge which has ceased to work
or hold communications, which is said to
be dormant.

incomplete, because they do not possess all
the rights and prerogatives that belong to
a Lodge working under the Warrant of
constitution of a Grand Lodge. The same
term is applied to Chapters which work
under the dispensation of a Grand High
Priest.
See Lodges under Dispensation.
The TetraIncommunicable.
grammaton, so called because it was not
common to, and could not be bestowed
upon, nor shared by, any other being. It
was proper to the true God alone. Thus
Drusius {Tetragrammaton, sive de Nomine
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A

Inauguration.
word applied by
the ancient Romans to the ceremony by
which, after the augurs had been consulted,
some thing or person was solemnly consecrated.
The consecration of a Master of a
Lodge to his office, which is equivalent to
the ancient inauguration of a priest or
king, is in Masonic language called an /mstallaiion,

which

Incense.

see.

The use of incense

as a
part of the divine worship was common to
all the nations of antiquity.
Among the
Hebrews, the Egyptians, and the Hindus it
seems to have been used for no other purposes ; but the Persians burnt it also before
the king. The Roman Catholic Church has
borrowed the usage from the ancients and
the burning of incense in certain sacred
rites is also practised in Masonry, especially
in the high degrees.
In Scripture, incense
is continually spoken of, both in the Old
and the New Testaments, as a symbol of
prayer. Thus the Psalmist says, (cxli. 2,)
" Let my prayer be set before thee as incense."
It has in Masonry a similar signification
and hence the pot of incense has
been adopted as a symbol in the third degree, typifying the pure heart from which
prayers and aspirations arise, as incense
does from the pot or incensorium, as an
acceptable sacrifice to the Deity.
,
Inchoate liOdees. From the Latin,
inchoatm, unfinished, incomplete. Lodges
working under the dispensation of the
Grand Master are said to be " inchoate " or
;

;

Dei propria,

p. 108,) says,

"Nomen quatuor

literarum proprie et absolute non tribui
Unde doctores catholic! dinisi Deo vero.
cunt incommunicabile [not common] esse
creaturse."

" The name of four letters,
That is
which is not to be attributed, properly and
absolutely, except to the true God. Whence
:

the Catholic doctors say that it is incommunicable, not common to or to be shared
by any creature." Oliver, in his Symbolic
Dictionary, commits a curious blunder in
supposing that the Incommunicable Name
is the Name not to be communicated to or
pronounced by any one; thus incorrectly
confounding the words incommunicable and
Although the two epithets are
ineffable.
applied to the same name, yet the qualities
of incommunicability and ineflability are
very different.
Incorporation. By an act of incorporation, the supreme legislature of a
country creates a corporation or body politic, which is defined by Mr. Kyd ( Corp., i.
13,) to be " a collection of many individuals
united in one body, under a special denomination, having perpetual succession under
an artificial form, and vested by the policy
of the law with a capacity of acting in several
respects as an individual, particularly of
taking and granting property, contracting
obligations, and of suing and being sued
of enjoying privileges and immunities in
common, and of exercising a variety of political rights."

Some Grand Lodges in

this

country are incorporated by act of the Gen-

Assembly of their respective States
others are not, and these generally hold
their property through Trustees. In 1768,
an efibrt was made in the Grand Lodge of
England to petition Parliament for incorporation, and after many discussions the
question was submitted to the Lodges; a
large majority of whom having agreed to
eral

the measure, a bill was introduced in Parliament by the Deputy Grand Master, but,
being approved on its second reading, at
the request of several of the Fraternity,
who had petitioned the House against it,
it was withdrawn by the mover, and thus
the design of an incorporation fell to the

INDEFEASIBLE

INDUCTOK

ground. Perhaps the best system of Masonic incorporation in existence is that of
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. There
the act, by which the Grand Lodge was in-

Hutchinson's List of Lodges we find the
next established at Madras in 1752 a third
at Bombay in 1757
and a fourth at Calcutta in 1761. From that time Masonry
made rapid progress in India, and in 1779
there was scarcely a town of importance
in Hindustan in which there was not a
Lodge. The dissensions of the Ancients
and the Moderns, which commenced in
England in 1738, unhappily spread to India, and an Ancient York Lodge was established on the coast of Coromandel. This
subsequently voluntarily surrendered its
Warrant, and all differences were reconciled
in 1787, by the establishment of a Provincial Grand Lodge, of which Brigadier-General Home was appointed Provincial Grand
Master by the Duke of Cumberland. Templarism and Royal Arch Masonry were subsequently introduced, and Lodges, Chap-

corporated, in 1817, delegates to that body
the power of incorporating its subordinates so that a Lodge, whenever it receives
from the Grand Lodge a Warrant of constitution, acquires thereby at once all the
rights of a corporate body, which it ceases
to exercise whenever the said Warrant is
revoked by the Grand Lodge.
Objections have been made to the incorporation of Lodges in consequence of some
of the legal results which would follow.
An incorporated Lodge becomes subject to
the surveillance of the courts of law, from
which an unincorporated Lodge is exempt.
Thus, a Mason expelled by an unincorporated Lodge must look for his redress to the
Grand Lodge alone. But if the Lodge be
incorporated, he may apply to the courts
for a restoration of his franchise as a member.
Masonic discipline would thus be
;

seriously affected. The objection to incorporation is, I think, founded on good reasons.

Indefeasible.

Unavoidable, that

which cannot be voided or taken away.
The word is thus used in the second of
the Charges of 1722, where, speaking of a
brother who has been guilty of treason or
rebellion, it is said that he cannot for this
cause be expelled from the Lodge, and that
" his relation to it remains indefeasible." It
a law term, which is usually applied to
an estate or right which cannot be defeated.
Indelibility. The indelibility of the
Masonic character, as expressed in the
often repeated maxim, "once a Mason,
always a Mason," is universally admitted.
That is to say, no voluntary or even forced
withdrawal from the Order can cancel ceris

tain obligations which have been contracted,
and place the person withdrawing in precisely the same relative position towards
the Institution that he had occupied before
his initiation.
Indented Tarsel. In the old rituals
these words were used for what is now called
the tessellated border. See Tarsel.

Indented Tessel. The

ornamented

border which surrounds the Mosaic pavement. See Tessellated Border.
India. In 1728, Lord Kingston, Grand
Master of England, granted a Deputation
to George Pomfret, Esq., for Bengal, in the
East Indies, but no action seems to have
been taken, under that authority, until
1740, in which year the Lodge Star in the
East, No. 70 on the English Eegister, was
established at Calcutta; and this may therefore be considered as the era of the introduction of Freemasonry into India. In
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;

;

ters,

and Commanderies are now

in success-

ful operation.

Indiana. Freemasonry was introduced into the State of Indiana in 1807,
by the establishment of Vincennes Lodge,
No. 15, at Vincennes, under a Warrant
granted by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky.
Five other Lodges were subsequently chartered by the same authority. On Dec. 3,
1817, a convention assembled at Corydon,
at which were present the representatives
of six chartered Lodges, and two under dispensation from Kentucky, and one under
dispensation from Ohio. The convention,
having taken the preliminary steps, adjourned to meet at Madison on Jan. 12,
1818, on which day the Grand Lodge was
organized.

The Grand Chapter was established in
the Grand Commandery on May 16,
1854, and the Grand Council of Royal and

1845

;

Select Masters on Dec. 11, 1855.

IndifTerentii.

A

secret society of
established in Paris, in
1738, in imitation of Freemasonry. The
object of the society was to protect its
members from the influence of love, and
hence it wore, as an appropriate device, a
jewel representing an icicle.

men and women

Induction.

1. The Master of a
Lodge, when installed into oflBce, is said to
be inducted into the Oriental Chair of King
Solomon. The same term is applied to
the reception of a candidate into the Past
Master's degree. The word is derived from
the language of the law, where the giving a
clerk or parson possession of his benefice is
called his induction.
2. Induction is also
used to signify initiation into the degree
called Thrice Illustrious Order of the

Cross.

Inductor. The Senior and Junior
Inductors are ofiicers in a Council of the
Thrice Illustrious Order of the Cross, cor-

INDUSTRY

INHERENT

responding to the Senior and Junior Dea-

the information, the one receiving it, and
the one of whom it is given, should all be
present at the same time, for otherwise
there would be no certainty of identity.
The information must be positive, not
founded on belief or opinion, but derived
from a legitimate source. And, lastly, it
must not have been received casually, but
for the very purpose of being used for
Masonic purposes. For one to say to another, in the course of a desultory conversation, " A. B. is a Mason," is not sufficient.
He may not be speaking with due caution,
under the expectation that his words will
be considered of weight. He must say
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cons.

Industry. A

virtue

amongst Masons, because by

inculcated
they are

it

enabled not only to support themselves
and families, but to contribute to the re" All
lief of worthy distressed brethren.
Masons," say the Charges of 1722, "shall
work honestly on working days that they
may live creditably on holy days." The

Masonic symbol of industry is the beehive,
which is used in the third degree.

Ineffable Degrees. From the Latin
word, ineffabilis, that which cannot or ought
not to be spoken or expressed. The degrees from the fourth to the fourteenth
inclusive of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, and are so called because they
are principally engaged in the investigation
and contemplation of the Ineffable name.
Ineffable Tfame. It was forbidden
to the Jews to pronounce the Tetragram maton or sacred name of God ; a reverential
usage which is also observed in Masonry.
Hence the Tetragrammaton is called the
Ineffable Name. As in Masonry, so in all
the secret societies of antiquity, much mystery has been attached to the Divine Name,
which it was considered unlawful to pronounce, and for which some other word
was substituted. Adonai was among the
Hebrews the substitute for the Tetragrammaton.
Ineligible. Who are and who are not
ineligible for initiation into the mysteries
of Freemasonry is treated of under the
head of Qualifications, which see.
Information, liawful. One of the
modes of recognizing a stranger as a true
brother, is from the
lawful information"
of a third party. No Mason can lawfully
give information of another's qualifications
unless he has actually tested him by the
strictest trial and examination, or knows
that it has been done by another. But it
is not every Mason who is competent to give
" lawful information." Ignorant and unskilful brethren cannot do so, because they
are incapable of discovering truth or of detecting error.
"rusty Mason" should
never attempt to examine a stranger, and
certainly, if he docs, his opinion as to the
result is worth nothing.
If the information given is on the ground that the party
who is vouched for has been seen sitting
in a Lodge, care must be taken to inquire
if it, was a "just and legally constituted
Lodge of Master Masons."
person may
forget from the lapse of time, and vouch
for a stranger as a Master Mason, when the
Lodge in which he saw Jiim was only
opened in the first or second degree. Information given by letter, or through a
third party, is irregular. The person giving
'

A

A

something to this effect "I know this man
to be a Master Mason, for such or such
:

reasons, and you may safely recognize him
as such." This alone will ensure the neces-

sary care
dence.

and proper observance of pru-

Inherent Rigbts of a Grand
Master.
tile

This has been a subject of

discussion

among Masonic

fer-

jurists, al-

though only a few have thought proper to
deny the existence of such rights. Upon
the theory which, however recently controverted, has very generally been recognized, that Grand Masters existed before
Grand Lodges were organized, it must be
evident that the rights of a Grand Master
are of two kinds
those, namely, which
he derives from the Constitution of a Grand
Lodge of which he has been made the presiding officer, and those which exist in the
office independent of any Constitution, because they are derived from the landmarks
and ancient usages of the Craft. The rights
and prerogatives which depend on and aro
prescribed by the Constitution may be
modified or rescinded by that instrument.

—

They

differ in different jurisdictions, because one Grand Lodge may confer more
or less power upon its presiding officer than
another ; and they differ at different times,
because the Constitution of every Grand
Lodge is subject, in regard to its internal
regulations, to repeated alteration and
amendment. These may be called the accidental rights of a Grand Master, because they
are derived from the accidental provisions
of a Grand Lodge, and have in them nothing essential to the integrity of the office.

unnecessary to enumerate them, because they may be found in varied modifications in the Constitutions of all Grand
Lodges. But the rights and prerogatives
which Grand Masters are supposed to have
possessed, not as the presiding officers of
an artificial body, but as the rulers of the
Craft in general, before Grand Lodges came
into existence, and which are dependent,
not on any prescribed rules which may be
enacted to-day and repealed to-morrow,
It is

INNOVATIONS

IN
but on the long-continued usages of the
Order and the concessions of the Craft from
time out of mind, inhere in the office, and
cannot be augmented or diminished by
the action of any authority, because they
are landmarks, and therefore unchangeable.
These are called the inherent rights of a
Grand Master. They comprise the right
to preside over the Craft whenever assembled, to grant dispensations, and, as a part
of that power, to make Masons at sight.

In Hoc Signo Vinees. On

the

Grand Standard of a Commandery of
Knights Templars these words are inscribed
over " a blood-red Passion Cross," and they
constitute in part the motto of the American branch of the Order. Their meaning,
" by this sign thou shalt conquer," is a substantial, but not literal, translation of the
original Greek, ev ravra viica.
For the origin of the motto, we must go back to a
well-known legend of the church, which
has, however, found more doubters than

among the learned. Eusebius,
who wrote a life of Constantino, says that

believers

while the emperor was in Gaul, in the year
312, preparing for war with his rival, Maxentius, about the middle hours of the day,
as the sun began to verge towards its setting, he saw in the heavens, with his own
eyes, the sun surmounted with the trophy
of the cross, which was composed of light,
and a legend annexed, which said " by this
conquer." This account Eusebius affirms to
be in the words of Constantine. Lactantius, who places the occurrence at a later
date and on the eve of a battle with Maxentius, in which the latter was defeated,
relates it not as an actual occurrence, but
as a dream or vision and this is now the
generally received opinion of those who do
not deem the whole legend a fabrication.
On the next day Constantine had an image
of this cross made into a banner, called the
laharum, which he ever afterwards used as
the imperial standard. Eusebius describes
it very fully.
It was not a Passion Cross,
such as is now used on the modern Templar standard, but the monogram of Christ.
The shaft was a very long spear. On the
top was a crown composed of gold and precious stones, and containing the sacred
symbol, namely, the Greek letter rho or P,
intersected by the chi or X, which two letters are the first and second of the name
XPIST02, or CHEIST. If, then, the Templars retain the motto on their banner, they
should, for the sake of historical accuracy,
discard the Passion Cross, and replace it
with the Oonstantinian Chronogram, or
Cross of the Labarura. But the truth is,
that the ancient Templars used neither the
Passion Cross, nor that of Constantine, nor
yet the motto in hoc dgno vinees on their
;
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Their only banner was the black
and white Beauseant, and at the bottom of
it was inscribed their motto, " Non nobis
Domine, non nobis, sed nomini tuo da glostandard.

—

riam,"
not unto us,
Lord, not unto us,
but unto thee give the glory.
This was the
song or shout of victory sung by the Templars when triumphant in battle.
In Memoriani. Lat. As a memorial. Words frequently placed at the heads
of pages in the transactions of Grand
Lodges on which are inscribed the names
of brethren who have died during the past
year. The fuller phrase, of which they are
an abbreviated form, is " In perpetuam rei

memoriam," As a perpetual memorial of the
event.
Words often inscribed on pillars
erected in commemoration of some person
or thing.

Initiate.

{Initiatus.)

1.

The fifth and

degree of the Order of the Temple ; 2.
The eleventh degree of the Eite of Philalethes ; 3. The candidate in any of the degrees of Masonry is called an Initiate.
last

Initiated

Knight and Brotber

of Asia. The

thirty-second degree of the

Order of Initiated Brothers of Asia.
Asia, Brothers

See

of.

Initiate in the Egyptian SeThe second degree in the Eite of

crets.

African Architects.

Initiate in the Mysteries.
twenty- first degree
Chapter of France.

in the

The

Metropolitan

Initiate in the Profound MysThe sixty-second degree of the

teries.

collection of the Metropolitan

Chapter of

France.

Initiation. A term used by the Eomans to designate admission into the mysteries of their sacred

and

secret rites.

It

derived from the word initia, which signifies the first principles of a science. Thus
Justin {Lib. xL, c. 7, ) says of Mida, king of
Phrygia, that he was initiated into the
mysteries by Orpheus. " Ab Orpheo sacrorum solemnibus initiatus." The Greeks
used the term MvarayaY'ia, from iivaTr/piov, a
From the Latin, the Masons
mystery.
have adopted the word to signify a reception into their Order. It is sometimes specially applied to a reception into the first
is

degree, but he who has been made an Entered Apprentice is more correctly said to
be Entered. See Mysteries.
Inner Guard. An officer of a Lodge,
according to the English system, whose
functions correspond in some particulars
with those of the Junior Deacon in the
American Eite. His duties are to admit
visitors, to receive candidates, and to obey
the commands of the Junior Warden. This
officer is unknown in the American system.

Innovations. There is a well-known

INNOVATIONS
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maxim

I.-.

of the law which says Omnis inno-

vaiio plus novitate perturbat

prodest, that

is,

quam

utililate

every innovation occasions
its nov-

more harm and disarrangement by
elty

This
its actual utility.
peculiarly applicable to Freema-

than benefit by

maxim

is

sonry, whose system is opposed to all innovations. Thus Dr. Daloho says, in his

Ahiman Rezon, (p. 191,) "Antiquity is
dear to a Mason's heart; innovation is
treason, and saps the venerable fabric of
the Order." In accordance with this sentiment, we find the installation charges of
the Master of a Lodge affirming that "it is
not in the power of any man or body of
men to make innovations in the body of
Masonry."

By the "body of Masonry " is here meant,
undoubtedly, the landmarks, which have
always been declared to be unchangeable.
The non-essentials, such as the local and
general regulations and the lectures, are
not included in this term. The former are
changing every day, accordingly as experience or caprice suggests improvement or
The most important of these
alteration.
changes in this country has been the abolition of the Quarterly Communications of
the Grand Lodge, and the substitution for
them, except, perhaps, in a single State, of

N.-. E.-.

I.-.

healed, in 1813, by a partial sacrifice of
principle on the part of the legitimate

Grand Lodge, and have perpetuated
ences which

differ-

among

the English
and American and the continental Freemastill

exist

sons.

But the most important innovation which
sprang out of this unfortunate schism is
that which is connected with the Koyal
Arch degree. On this subject there have
been two theories: One, that the Royal
Arch degree originally constituted a part
of the Master's degree, and that it was dissevered from it by the Ancients the other,
that it never had any existence until it was
invented by Ramsay, and adopted by Dermott for his Ancient Grand Lodge. If the
first, which is the most probable and the
most generally received opinion, be true,
then the regular or Modern Grand Lodge
committed an innovation in continuing the
disseverance at the union in 1813. If the
second be the true theory, then the Grand
Lodge equally perpetuated an innovation
;

in recognizing it as legal, and declaring, as
it did, that " Ancient Craft Masonry consists of three degrees, including the Holy

Royal Arch." But however the innovation
may have been introduced, the Royal Arch
degree has

now become,

so far as the

York

an Annual Communication.

But, after all,
this is, perhaps, only a recurrence to first
usages; for, although Anderson says that in
1717 the Quarterly Communications " were

and American Rites are concerned, well
settled and recognized as an integral part
of the Masonic system.
About the same time there was another

revived," there is no evidence extant that
before that period the Masons ever met
except once a year in their " General Assembly." If so, the change in 1717 was an
innovation, and not that which has almost
universally prevailed in America.
The lectures, which are but the commentaries on the ritual and the interpretation
of the symbolism, have been subjected, from
the time of Anderson to the present day, to.
repeated modifications.
But notwithstanding the repugnance of
Masons to innovations, a few have occurred
in the Order. Thus, in the schism which
took place in the middle of the eighteenth
century, and which resulted in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Ancients, as
they called themselves in contradistinction
to the regular Grand Lodge of England,
which was styled the Grand Lodge of
Moderns, the former body, to prevent the
intrusion of the latter upon their meetings,
made changes in some of the modes of recognition,
changes which, although Dalcho has said that they amounted to no
more than a dispute " whether the glove
should be placed first upon the right hand
or on the left," (Ahim. Eez., 193,) were
among the causes of continuous acrimony
among the two bodies, which was only

innovation attempted in France. The adherents of the Pretender, Charles Edward,
sought to give to Masonry a political bias
in favor of the exiled house of Stuarts,
and, for this purpose, altered the interpretation of the great legend of the third degree, so as to make it applicable to the execution or, as they called it, the martyrdom
of Charles the First. But this attempted
innovation was not successful, and the system in which this lesson was practised has
ceased to exist, although its workings are
now and then seen in some of the high degrees, without, however, any manifest evil

—

effect.

On

the whole, the spirit of Freemasonry,

so antagonistic to innovation, has been successfully maintained; and an investigator

of the system as

and

it

prevailed in the -year

maintained at the present
day, will not refrain from wonder at the
little change which has been brought about
by the long cycle of one hundred and fifty
1717,

as

it is

years.
I.'. BT.-. R.*. I.\
The initials of the
Latin sentence which was placed upon the
cross Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judmorwm. The
Rosicrucians used them as the initials of
one of their hermetic secrets Igne Natura
Benovaiur Integra, "By fire, nature is per:

:

;

INSIGNIA

INTEGRITY

They also adopted them
to express the names of their three elementary principles salt, sulphur, and merfectly renewed."

cury

— by malving

—

them the

initials

them are found in this document.
The usage then was for the Grand Master,
or some brother for him, to install the Masof the ter, and for the Master to install his War-

sentence, Igne Nitrum Boris Jnvenitur. fiagon finds in the equivalent Hebrew letters
'"1J> the initials of the Hebrew names of
the ancient elements: laminim, water;
ITbur, fire Buach, air and lebschah, earth.
Insignia. See Jewels of Office.
Inspector. See Sovereign Orand Injector General.
Installation. The act by which an
officer is put in possession of the place he
is to fill.
In Masonry it is, therefore, applied to the induction of one who has been
elected into his office. The officers of a
Lodge, before they can proceed to discharge
their functions, must be installed.
The
officers of a new Lodge are installed by the
Orand Master, or by some Past Master
deputed by him to perform the ceremony.
;
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;

install

dens

;

''

a usage which

still exists.

Installed Masters,

Board

of.
expression used in England to desig"
nate a committee of Masters to whom the
Master elect is presented that he may receive from his predecessor the benefit of
installation."
It is the same as the emergent Lodge of Past Masters assembled in
this country for the same purpose.
Installing Officer. The person who
performs the ceremony of installation is
thus* called. He should be of the same
official dignity at least although necessity
has sometimes permitted a Grand Master
to be installed by a Past Deputy, who in
such case acts as locum tenens of a Grand
Master. The Masonic rule is that any one
who has been installed into an office may

An

;

Formerly, the Master was installed by tlie install others into similar or inferior offices.
Orand Master, the Wardens by the Grand In this it agrees with the old Rabbinical
Wardens, and the Secretary and Treasurer law as described by Maimonides, [Stat, de
by the Grand Secretary and Treasurer but Sanhed., c. 4,) who says " Formerly, all
now this custom is not continued. At the Rabbis who liad been installed, hasmocha;

:

chim, could install others; but since the
time of Hillel the faculty can be exercised
only by those who have been invested with
it by the Prince of the Grand Sanhedrim
nor then, unless there be two witnesses
present, for an installation cannot be performed by less than three." So the strict
Masonic rule requires the presence of three
Past Masters in the complete installation
of a Master and his investiture with the
Past Master's degree.
office.
The first Master of a new Lodge can be
The ceremony is an old one, and does not installed only by the Grand Master, or by a
pertain exclusively to Masonry. The an- Past Master especially appointed by him

election of the officers of an old Lodge, the
Master is installed by his predecessor or
some Past Master present, and the Master
elect then installs his subordinate officers.
No officer after his installation can resign.
At his installation, the Master receives the
degree of Past Master. It is a law of Masonry that all officers hold on to their respective offices until their successors are
installed.
It is installation only that gives
the right to exercise the franchises of an

cient Romans installed their priests, their
kings, and their magistrates ; but the ceremony was called inauguration, because performed generally by the augurs. The word
installation is of

comparatively modern

ori-

gin, being Mediaeval Latin, and is compounded of in and stallum, a seat. Priests,
after ordination or reception into the sacerdotal order, were installed into the churches
or parishes to which they were appointed.
The term as well as the custom is still in
use.
Installation as a Masonic ceremony was
early used.
find in the first edition of

We

Anderson's Constitutions, a form of " Constituting a New Lodge," which was practised

and acting as

his proxy.
It is the duty of the
Master of the Lodge to give the necessary
instruction to the candidate on his initiaIn some of the higher and in the
tion.
continental Rites these instructions are
imparted by an officer called the Orator;

Instruction.

but the office is unknown in the English
and American systems of Ancient Craft
Masonry.
Instruction, Iiodge of. See Lodge
of Instruction.

Instructive Tongue.

See Tongue,

the Instructive.

Instrumental Masonry.

Oliver

by this term defines a species of Masonry
which is engaged in the study of mechanical instruments. But I find no authority in
any other writer for the use of the term, nor

by the Duke of Wharton, who was Grand
Master in 1723. It was probably prepared
by Desaguliers, who was Deputy, or by Anderson, who was one of the Wardens, and can I perceive its necessity or relevancy.
Integrity. Integrity of purpose and
perhaps by both. It included the ceremony of installing the new Master and conduct is symbolized by the plumb, which
Wardens. The words " Shall, in due form.

;
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INTEMPERANCE

IONIC

Intemperance.

King of Tyre; and with whose

Intendant of the Building.

tress. Officers in a Lodge of Adoption,
whose functions resemble those of a Master

This is a vice which
wholly incompatible with the Masonic
character, and the habitual indulgence in
which subjects the offender to the penalty of
expulsion from the Order. See Temperance.

is

[In-

tendant du B&timent. ) This degree is sometimes called " Master in Israel." It is the
eighth in the Ancient and Accepted ScotIts emblematic color is red; and
tish Eite.
its principal officers, according to the old
rituals, are

a Thrice IPuissant, representing

Solomon; a Senior Warden, representing
the illustrious Tito, one of the Harodim
and a Junior Warden, representing A(Joniram the son of Abda. But in the present
rituals of the two Supreme Councils of the
United States the three chief officers represent Adoniram, Joabert, and Stolkin but
in the working of the degree the past officer
assumes the character of Solomon. The
legend of the degree is, that it was insti;

tuted to supply the place of the chief architect of the Temple.
Intention. The obligations of Masonry are required to be taken with, an
honest determination to observe them ; and
hence the Mason solemnly affirms that in
assuming those responsibilities he does so
without equivocation, secret evasion, or

mental reservation.

Internal Preparation.

See Pre-

paration of Candidates.

Internal Qualifications.

Those

qualifications of a candidate which, refer
to a condition known only to himself, and
which are not patent to the world, are called
internal qualifications. They are : 1st. That
he comes forward of his own free-will and
accord, and unbiassed by the solicitations
of others. 2d. That he is not influenced
by mercenary motives; and, 3d, That he
has a disposition to conform to the usages

of the Order. The knowledge of these can
only be obtained from his own statements,
and hence they are included in the preliminary questions which are proposed before initiation. See Questions to Candidates.

Intimate Initiate.

[Intimus InitiaLat. The fourth degree of the Order
of the Temple.
tus.)

Intimate Secretary.

(Secretaire in-

The

sixth degree in the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Eite. Its emblematic color is black, strewed with tears; and
its collar and the lining of the apron are
red.
Its officers are only three: Solomon,
King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre and
a Captain of the Guards. Its history records
an instance of unlawful curiosity, the punishment of which was only averted by the
previous fidelity of the ofiender. The legend
jn this degree refers to the cities in Galilee
which were presented by Solomon to Hiram,
time.)

;

character
the latter was so displeased that he called
them the land of Cabul.

Introductor and

Introduc-

of Ceremonies.

Intrusting. That portion of the ceremony of initiation which consists in communicating to the candidate the modes of
recognition.

Investiture. The

presentation of the

apron to a candidate in the ceremony of
initiation.

InTlncible. The degree of Knights
of the Christian Mark, formerly conferred
in this country, was called the Invincible
Order, and the title of the presiding officer
was Invincible Knight.
Inwood, Jethro. The Eev. Jethro
Inwood was curate of St. Paul's at DeptHe was born about the
ford, in England.
year 1767, and initiated into Masonry in
1785 as a lewis, according to Oliver. He
was soon after appointed Chaplain of the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Kent, an office
which he held for more than twenty years,
during which time he delivered a great
number of sermons on festival and other
volume of these sermons was
occasions.
published in 1799, with a portrait of the
author, under the title of Sermons, in which
are explained and enforced the religious,
moral, and political virtues of Freemasonry,

A

preached upon several occasions before the
Provincial Grand Officers and Brethren in
the Counties of Kent and Essex.
An edition
of these sermons was published by Oliver,
in 1849, in the fourth volume of his Golden
Remains. These sermons are written, to
use the author's own expression, " in a language that is plain, homely, and searching;" but, in Masonic character, surpass
the generality of sermons called Masonic,
simply because they have been preached
before the Craft. Dr. Oliver describes him
as " an assiduous Mason, who permitted no
opportunity to pass unimproved of storing
his mind with useful knowledge, or of imparting instruction to those who needed it."
Ionic Order. One of the three Grecian orders, and the one that takes the
highest place in Masonic symbolism. Its
distinguishing characteristic is the volute
of

its

twenty

capital, and the shaft is cut into
flutes separated by fillets.
It is

more delicate and graceful than the Doric,
and more simply majestic than the Corinthian.
The judgment and skill displayed
in its construction, as combining the
strength of the former with the beauty of
the latter, has caused it to be adopted in
Masonry as the symbol of Wisdom, and
being placed in the east of the Lodge it is

:

IOWA
referred to as represented
ful Master.

IRELAND
by the Worship-

Iowa. Freemasonry was

introduced

into Iowa
tion of a

on Nov. 20, 1840, by the formaLodge at Burlington, under a
Warrant from theGrand Lodge of Missouri.
Of this Lodge, Bro. Theodore 8. Parvin,
since a Past Grand Master of the State, was
one of the founders, and James E. Hartsock, another Past Grand Master, was the
first initiate.
A second Lodge was formed
Bloomington, now Muscatine, Feb. 4,
1841; a third at Dubuque, Oct. 20, 1811;
and a fourth in Iowa City, Oct. 10, 1842.
A convention was held on Jan. 2, 1844,
and a Grand Lodge organized Oliver Cock
being elected Grand Master.
The Grand Chapter was organized June
8, 1854; the Grand Council in 1857, and

at

;

the Grand Commandery, June 6, 1864.
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite

has also been introduced into the State, and
there is a Grand Consistory and several
subordinate bodies.
Ireland. The early history of Freemasonry in Ireland is involved in the deepest obscurity.
It is vain to look in Anderson, in Preston, Smith, or any other English writer of the last century, for any account of the organization of Lodges in that
kingdom anterior to the establishment of
a Grand Lodge. In none of the published
registers is there any reference to an Irish
Lodge. The late Bro. Michael Furnel, Provincial Grand Master of Munster, says, in

a Calendar published by him in 1850, that
there are irrefutable records and data which
show the existence of several self-designated
Grand Lodges in past centuries, and that
Lodge No. 1, on the present registry, claims
an uninterrupted descent from an independent Lodge which existed from time immemorial, and retains many quaint documents in her archives. But I fear that the
evidence intended to support these assertions is not such as would now satisfy any
student of Masonic history. The statement
in the Irish Book of Constitutions, (first
edition. Anno 1730,) that "about three
hundred and seventy years before the birth
of Christ, the four sons of Milesius the
Spaniard, subdued the kingdom, settled
themselves in several parts of it, planted
colonies and erected Lodges," is, of course,
The list of
utterly fabulous and mythical.
" curious and stately buildings" erected by
Masons at various periods only proves the
existence of Operative Masons there as in
other countries of Europe.
* Furnel says that the books of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Munster show that
that body was in existence in 1726, and
that the Hon. Col. James O'Brien was
Grand Master. I should be inclined, had
24

2W
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no other authority than conjecture, to
place credence in this statement, notwithstanding the doubt of Findel, " because we
find no official documents to confirm the
report." This might be properly attributed
to the well-known scantiness and inaccuracy of the records of that period. And,
indeed, in 1869, Bro. W. J. Hughan, in a
communication to the London Freemason,
says " Bro. J. G. Findel wrote me sometime since respecting the Grand Lodge of
Munster,' and stated there were some valuable papers, consisting of records of its
transactions, in the possession of a brother
in Ireland, of about 1726 to 1729." So that
the German historian may have seen cause
to modify to some extent his opinion expressed in 1865. This Provincial Grand
Lodge is the only organized body of Masons
in Ireland of which we hear until 1730, and
its existence has now been clearly established as an historical fact by the testimony
of that distinguished Irish Mason, Dr. Ji
F. Townsend, who, in a letter to Bro. Albert Pike, writes as follows
" The earliest records (written) that I am
aware of, are the transactions of what appeared to be then the head or governing
body in Ireland, called the Grand Lodge of
Munster, as it is on the old seal. This
body was established in Cork. The date
of the earliest entry is 1721. It is a record
of a Lodge meeting, and is signed by the
Earl of Kingston, G. M., and, what may be
interesting to you, by Springett Penn, as
Deputy Grand Master. This Penn was the
eldest son of the celebrated William Penn. I
find that William Penn married the daughter of Sir Wm. Springett, an English baronet, hence the name of his son.
Penn got
grants of considerable property in lands in
the county of Cork, which are now vested
in his descendant, a young man, Penn
Gaskell, He is a member of No. 1 Lodge,
Cork ; and was much gratified when I
showed him Springett Penn's signature,
and told him what I now write. In a few
years after, this Lodge or Grand Lodge was,
as was natural, transferred to Dublin, the
metropolis, and then commenced the issuing
of Warrants according to the Grand Lodge
I

:

'

system established in or about 1717. No. 1
Warrant was granted to Cork and it is still
there, a flourishing Blue Lodge, very proud
of its ancient charter. I have been always
a member of it, and am still, as many of
my family had been for a century back.
No. 2 granted to Dublin, No. 8 to Cork,
No. 4 to Dublin, and so on. The Provincial Grand Lodge of Munster seems to be
the successor of that old body. I was Provincial Grand Master for many years beIt holds
fore I came to reside in Dublin.
;

the ancient records

still."

IRELAND
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IRISH

In the year 1730, a Grand Lodge was organized, by whom it is not stated, at Dublin.
The brief account of this event in the
Irish Book of Constitutions is in these
words " At last the ancient Fraternity of
the Free and Accepted Masons in Ireland,

two veils with each a separate obligaBut that system was abolished some
years ago; and a new ritual framed something like the American, except that the
King and not the High Priest is made the
Presiding Officer. The next degrees are
being duly assembled in their Grand Lodge the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth,
at Dublin, choSe a Noble Grand Master, in which are under the jurisdiction of the
imitation of their brethren." The Grand Templar Grand Conclave, and are given to
Master so chosen was Lord Viscount King- the candidate previous to his being created
ston, who the year preceding had been a Knight Templar. Some change will here
Grand Master of England. He introdiiced have now to be made in consequence of the
the English Constitutions and usages, and recent alliance of the Templars of England
in the same year "The Constitutions of and Ireland, and their abolition of connecthe Freemasons, containing the History, tion with all Masonry except the Craft deCharges, Kegulations, etc., of that most grees. Next to the Templar degree in the
Ancient and Eight Worshipful Fraternity. Irish system comes the eighteenth or Rose
For the use of the Lodges," was published Croix, which is under the jurisdiction of
at Dublin. A second edition was published the Grand Chapter of Prince Masons or
in 1744, and a third, in 1751.
Council of Rites, composed of the first
In 1749, the "Grand Master's Lodge" three officers of all the Rose Croix Chapwas instituted, which still exists; a singular ters, the Supreme Council having some
first

tion.

:

institution, possessing several unusual privileges, among which are that its members

members of the Grand Lodge without
payment of dues, that the Lodge takes
precedence of all other Lodges, and that
any- candidates nominated by the Grand

are
the

Master are to be initiated without ballot.
In 1772, the Grand Lodge of Ireland recognized the schismatic Grand Lodge of
Ancient Masons, and entered into an alliance with it, which was also done in the
same year by the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
This does not appear to have given any offence to the regular Grand Lodge of England; for when that body, in 1777, passed a
vote of censure on the Lodges of Ancient
Masons, it specially excepted from the censure the Lodges of Ireland and Scotland.
In 1779, an application was made to the

Mother Kilwinning Lodge of Scotland, by
certain brethren in Dublin, for a charter

empowering them to form a Lodge to be
called the " High Knights Templars," that
they might confer the Templar degree. The
Kilwinning Lodge granted the petition for
the three Craft degrees only, but at a later
period this Lodge became, says Findel, the
source of the Grand Encampment of Ireland.

To Bro. Townsend's interesting letter am
I indebted for an account of the working
system in Ireland. The Grand Lodge holds
jurisdiction over all the Blue Lodges. The
Duke of Leinster, who has been Grand Master for sixty years, having been elected in
1813, is also head of all the degrees worked
in Ireland. The Mark degree is worked
under the Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter.
Next comes the Royal Arch, which formerly
consisted of three degrees, the Excellent,
Super-Excellent, and Royal Arch
the first
two being nothing more than passing the

—

years ago surrendered its authority over
the degree. The twenty-eighth degree or
Knight of the Sun is the next conferred,
and then the thirtieth or Kadosh in a body
over which the Supreme Council has no
control except to grant certificates to its

The Supreme Council confers
the thirty-first, thirty-second, and thirtythird degrees, there being no Grand Conmembers.

sistory.

The Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite for Ireland was
established by a Patent from the Supreme
Council of the United States, at Charleston, dated Aug. 13, 1824, by which the
Duke of Leinster, John Fowler, and Thomas
McGill were constituted a Supreme Council
for Ireland, and under that authority it
continues to work.
Whence the high degrees came into Ireland is not clearly known. Bro. Townsend
says they came "by piecemeal, in a disjointed, irregular way." The Rose Croix
and Kadosh degrees existed in Ireland long
before the establishment of the Supreme
Council, I have in my library a copy of
Dalcho's Orations, republished at Dublin,
in 1808, by "the Illustrious College of
Knights of K. H., and the Original Chapter
of Prince Masons." It is probable that
these degrees were received from Bristol,
England, where are preserved the earliest
English records of the Rose Croix.
The Grand Lodge of Ireland practises
the simplest form of Masonry, that of the
York Rite, which with its Constitutions it
received in 1730 from England.
Irish Chapters.
These Chapters
existed in Paris about the year 1780 to
1740, and were thence disseminated through
France. They consisted of degrees, such
as Irish Master, Perfect Irish Master, and

;

;

IRISH

ITALY

Sublime Irisli Master, which, it is said,
were invented by the adherents of the
house of Stuart when they sought to make
Freemasonry a political means of restoring
the exiled family to the throne of England.
Eamsay, when he assumed his theory of
the establishment of Freemasonry in Scotland by the Templars, who had fled thither
under d'Aumont, took possession of these
degrees, (if he did not, as some suppose, invent them himself,) and changed their name,
in deference to his theory, from Irish to
Scottish, calling, for instance, the degree
of Maitre Irlandais or Irish Master, the
Maxtre Ecossais or Scottish Master.

Irish Colleges.
are also called

The Irish Chapters
by some writers Irish Col-

leges.

Irisb Degrees. See Irish Chapters.
Iron Tools. The lectures teach us
that at the building of King Solomon's
Temple there was not heard the sound of
axe, hammer, or other metallic tool. But
all the stones were hewn, squared, and
numbered in the quarries and the timbers
felled and prepared in the forest of Lebanon, whence they were brought on floats
by sea to Joppa, and thence carried by
land to Jerusalem, where, on being put up,
each part was found to fit with such exact
;

nicety that the whole, when completed,
seemed rather the handiwork of the Grand
Architect of the Universe than of mere human hands. This can hardly be called a
legend, because the same facts are substantially related in the first Book of Kings

but the circumstance has been appropriated in Masonry to symbolize the entire
peace and harmony which should prevail
among Masons when laboring on that
spiritual temple of which the Solomonic
Temple was the archetype.
Isaac
Isbmael. The sons of

and

Abraham by Sarah and Hagar.

They are
recognized, from the conditions of their
mothers, as the free born and the bondman.
According to Oliver, the fact that the inheritance which was bestowed upon Isaac,
the son of his free-born wife, was refused
to Ishmael, the son of a slave woman, gave
rise to the Masonic theory which constitutes
a landmark that none but the free born are
entitled to initiation.
IsU Chotzeb. 3i;n ^^''H- Literally, " men of hewing," i. e., " hewers."
The phrase was

used by Anderson in
the first edition of the " Constitutions," but
is not found in the original Hebrew, 1
Kings V. 18, to which he refers, where it
is said that Solomon had fourscore " hewers
in the mountains," chotzeb bahar.
But ish
chotzeb is properly constructed according
first

to the Hebrew idiom, and is employed by
Anderson to designate the hewers who, with

the "Giblim," or
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stone-cutters,

and the

"Bonai," or builders, amounted to eighty
thousand, all of whom he calls, in his second edition, " bright Fellow Crafts." But
he distinguishes them from the thirty thousand who cut wood on Mount Lebanon
under Adoniram.t

IsbSabal.
JJ^^K- Men of burden. Anderson thus designates the 70,000
laborers who, in the original Hebrew, are
(1 Kings V. 18,) called noshe sabal, bearers of burdens.
Anderson says " they were
of the remains of the old Canaanites, and,
being bondmen, are not to be reckoned
among Masons." But in Webb's system
they constitute the Apprentices at the building of the Temple.
lab Sodl. Corruptly, Ish Soudy. This
expression is composed of the two Hebrew
words, JJ», ISH, and HIQ, SOD. The first
of these words, ISH, means a man, and SOD
signifies primarily a couch on which one

S^D

reclines.

Hence ISH SODI would mean,

of my couch, one who reclines
with
the same seat, an indication
of great familiarity and confidence. Thence
followed the secondary meaning given to
first,

man
me on

a

SOD,

of familiar intercourse, consultation,
or intimacy. Job (xix. 19) applies it in

when, using MATI, a word synonymous with ISH, he speaks of MATI
this sense,

SODI

in the passage which the common
version has translated thus " all my inward friends abhorred me," but which the
marginal interpretation has more correctly
rendered, " all the men of my secret." Ish
Sodi, therefore, in this degree, very clearly
means a man of my intimate counsel, a man
of my choice, one selected to share with me
a secret task or labor. Such was the position of every Select Master to King Solomon, and in this view those are not wrong
who have interpreted Ish tlodi as meaning
a Select Master.
Isis. The sister and the wife of Osiris,
and worshipped by the Egyptians as the
great goddess of nature.
Her mysteries
constituted one of the degrees of the ancient
Egyptian initiation. See Egyptian Mysteries
:

and Osiris.
Italy. In the year 1733, Freemasonry
was introduced into Italy, by the establishment of a Lodge at Florence, by Charles
Sackville, Duke of Dorset. Thory, and after
calls him Duke of Middlesex
but there was at that time no such title in
the peerage of England.
medal was
struck on this occasion. It is not known
under what authority the Duke of Dorset
established this Lodge, but most probably
under that of the Grand Lodge of England.
The initiation of the Grand Duke of Tuscany had a favorable influence on the prospects of the Order, and in 1735 Lodges wero

him Findel,

A

ITALY

JACOBINS

established at Milan, Verona, Padua, Vincenza, Venice, and Naples. In 1737, John
Gaston, the last duke of the house of the
Medicis, prohibited Freemasonry, but dying soon after, the Lodges continued to
meet. His successor, the Grand Duke of
Lorraine, declared himself the protector of

na, Turin, Messina, in the island of Sicily,

who should contravene the Papal order.
Several arrests were made at Florence by
the Inquisition, but, through the intercession of the Grand Duke, the persons who

an existence, nor did it revive until 1860.
But the centralization of Italy, and the
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Genoa, and Modena."
In 1805 a Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite was established at
Milan by Count de Grasse-Tilly, and Prince

Eugene accepted the offices of Grand Commander of the Council and Grand Master
the Order, and many new Lodges were of the Grand Orient.
When, by the defeat of Napoleon in
established under his auspices.
In 1738,
Pope Clement XIV. issued his bill forbid- 1814, the liberal policy of France was withding all congregations of Freemasons, which drawn from Italy, to be again substituted
was followed in January, 1739, by the edict by the ignorance of the Bourbon dynasty
of Cardinal Firrao, which inflicted the pen- and the bigotry of the Roman Church,
alty of death and confiscation of goods on Italian Masonry ceased any longer to have
all

political movements that led to it, restored
Italy to freedom and intelligence, and Free-

had been arrested were set at liberty.
For many years Freemasonry held but a

masonry has again found, even beneath the
shadow of the Vatican, a congenial soil.
precarious existence in Italy, the persecuA Lodge was established at Turin in
tions of the church preventing any healthy 1859, and a Grand Lodge in 1861. A Grand
growth. The Masons continued to meet, Orient was subsequently established by
although generally in secret. The Masons Garibaldi, who adopted the system of the
of Rome struck a medal, in 1746, in honor Scottish Rite. A Supreme Council was also
of Martin P''olkes; and the author oi Anti- formed at Naples. Internal dissensions,
Saint- Nioaise says that there was a Grand however, unfortunately took place. The
Lodge at Naples in 1756, which was in Grand Orient was removed from Turin to
correspondence with the Lodges of Ger- Florence, when many resignations took
many. Naples, indeed, seems to have been place, and a recusant body was formed. But
for a long time the only place where the peace at length prevails, and at a ConstitLodges were in any kind of activity. In uent Assembly held at Rome on April 28,
1776, Queen Caroline exerted her interest 1873, " the fundamental bases of Italian Main behalf of the Order.
Smith, writing in sonic Fraternity" were adopted; and "the
1783, {Use and Abuse, p. 211,) says, "At Grand Lodge of Freemasons of Italy and
present most of the Italian nobles and dig- its Masonic Colonies" is now in successThere is also a Supreme
nified ecclesiastics are Freemasons, who ful operation.
bold their meetings generally in private
houses, though they have established
Lodges at Naples, Leghorn, Venice, Vero-

Council of the Scottish Rite.
A corruption of Zabud,

Izabud.

which

see.

J.
Jacliin. pj'. Hence called by Dudley and some other writers, who reject the
It is the name of the rightpoints, iahin.
hand pillar that stood at the porch of King
Solomon's Temple.

Hebrew

words,

TV,

It is derived from two
jah, "God," and pD',

It signifies, thereiachin, " will establish."
fore, "God will establish," and is often
"
called the pillar of establishment."

Jacliinai.

A

Gallic corruption of
Shekinah, to be found only in the French
Cahiers of the high degrees.
political sect that sprang
Jacobins.
up in the beginning of the French Revolution, and which gave origin to the Jacobin
clubs, so well known as having been the

A

places where the leaders of the Revolution
concocted their plans for the abolition of
the monarchy and the aristocracy. Lieber
says that it is a most surprising phenomenon, that "so large a body of men could be
found uniting rare energy with execrable

madness, and outrageous crucommitted always in the name of vir-

vice, political
elty,

tue." Barruel, in his Histoire de Jacobinisme,
and Robison, in his Proofs of a Conspiracy,
both endeavor to prove that there was a
coalition of the revolutionary conspirators

with the Illuminati and the Freemasons
which formed the Jacobin clubs, those bodies bein^, as they contend, only Masonic
Lodges in disguise. The falsity of these

—

—
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charges will be evident to any one who
reads the history of French Masonry during the Revolution, and more especially
during that part of the period known as
the " Reign of Terror," when the Jacobin
The Grand
clubs were in most vigor.
Orient, in 1788, declared that a politicoMasonic work, entitled Lea Jesuites chassis
de la Magonnerie et leur Poignard brisk par
les Magons, was the production of a perverse
mind, prepared as a poison for the destruction of Masonry, and ordered it to be
burned. During the Revolution, the Grand
Orient suspended its labors, and the Lodges
in France were dissolved; and in 1793, the
Duke of Orleans, the head of the Jacobins,
who was also, unfortunately. Grand Master
of the French Masons, resigned the latter
position, assigning as a reason that he did
not believe that there snould be any mystery nor any secret society in a republic.
It is evident that the Freemasons, as an
Order, held themselves aloof from the political contests of that period.
Jacob's Liadder. The introduction
of Jacob's ladder into the symbolism of
Speculative Masonry is to be traced to the
vision of Jacob, which is thus substantially
recorded in the twenty-eighth chapter of
the Book of Genesis When Jacob, by the
command of his father Isaac, was journeying towards Padan-aram, while sleeping
one night with the bare earth for his couch
and a stone for his pillow, he beheld the
vision of a ladder, whose foot rested on the
earth and whose top reached to heaven.
Angels were continually ascending and descending upon it, and promised him the
blessing of a numerous and happy posterity.
When Jacob awoke, he was filled with pious
gratitude, and consecrated the spot as the
house of God.
This ladder, so remarkable in the history
of the Jewish people, finds its analogue in
all the ancient initiations.
Whether this
is to be attributed simply to a coincidence
a theory which but few scholars would be
willing to accept
or to the fact that these
analogues were all derived from a common
fountain of symbolism, or whether, as suggested by Oliver, the origin of the symbol
was lost among the practices of the Pagan
rites, while the symbol itself was retained,
it is, perhaps, impossible authoritatively to
determine. It is, however, certain that the
ladder as a symbol of moral and intellectual progress existed almost universally in
antiquity, presenting itself either as a succession of steps, of gates, of degrees, or in
some other modified form. The number of
the steps varied; although the favorite one
appears to have been seven, in reference,
apparently, to the mystical character almost
everywhere given to that number.

Thus, in the Persian mysteries of Miwas a ladder of seven rounds,
the passage through them being symbolical
of the soul's approach to perfection. These
rounds were called gates, and, in allusion
to them, the candidate was made to pass
through seven dark and winding caverns,

:

—
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thras, there

which process was called the ascent of the
ladder of perfection.
Each of these caverns was the representative of a world, or
state of existence through which the soul
was supposed to pass in its progress from
the

first world to the last, or the world of
truth.
Each round of the ladder was said
to be of metal of increasing purity, and
was dignified also with the name of its protecting planet.
Some idea of the construction of this symbolic ladder may be
obtained from the following table

7 Gold,
6 Silver,
5 Iron,
4 Tin,
3 Copper,
2 Quicksilver,
1 Lead,

Sun,

Moon,
Mars,
Jupiter,

Venus,
Mercury,
Saturn,

[Blessed.
Truth.
Mansion of the
"World of Births.

Middle World.
Heaven.

World of

[ence.
Pre-exist-

First World.

In the mysteries of Brahma we find the

same reference to the ladder of seven steps.
The names of these were not difiisrent, and
there was the same allusion to the symbol
of the universe. The seven steps were emblematical of the seven worlds which constituted the Indian universe.

The

lowest

was the Earth; the second, the World
of Pre-existence ; the third. Heaven

;

the

fourth, the Middle World, or intermediate region between the lower and upper
worlds ; the fifth, the World of Births, in
which souls are again born ; the sixth, the
Mansion of the Blessed and the seventh,
or topmost round, the Sphere of Truth, and
;

the abode of Brahma. Dr. Oliver thinks
that in the Scandinavian mysteries the tree
Yggrasil was the representative of the mysBut although the ascent of
tical ladder.
the tree, like the ascent of the ladder, was
a change from a lower to a higher sphere

from time to

eternity,

and from death

to

genius of the
— yet the unimaginative
have shorn the symbolism
North seems
life

to

many

of its more salient features.
Among the Kabbalists, the ladder was
represented by the ten Sephiroths, which,
commencing from the bottom, were the
Kingdom, Foundation, Splendor, Firmness,
Beauty, Justice, Mercy, Intelligence, Wisdom, and the Crown, by which we arrive
at the En Soph, or the Infinite.
In the higher Masonry we find the ladder
of Kadosh, which consists of seven steps,
thus commencing from the bottom Justice,
Equity, Kindness, Good Faith, Labor,
Patience, and Intelligence. The arrangeof
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ment of these steps, for which we are in- the Rosicrucian Freemasons in the sevendebted to modern ritualism, does not seem teenth century, a symbol of the knowledge
to be perfect ; but yet the idea of intellec- of nature.
Finally, Krause says_ in his
tual progress to perfection is carried out by drei altestenten Kunsturkunden, (ii. 481,)
making the topmost round represent Wis- that a Brother Keher of Edinburgh, whom
dom or Understanding.
he describes as a skilful and truthful MaThe Masonic ladder which is presented son, had in 1802 assured the members of a
in the symbolism of the first degree ought Lodge at Altenberg that originally only one
really to consist of seven steps, which thus Scottish degree existed, whdse object was
ascend Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, the restoration of James II. to the throne
Justice, Faith, Hope, and Charity ; but the of England, and that of that restoration
earliest examples of it present it only with Jacob's ladder had been adopted by them
three, referring to the three theological as a symbol.
Of this fact he further said
virtues, whence it is called the theological that an authentic narrative was contained
ladder. It seems, therefore, to have been in the archives of the Grand Lodge of Scotsettled by general usage that the Masonic land.
Notwithstanding Lawrie's silence
ladder has but three steps.
on the subject, Krause is inclined to believe
As a symbol of progress, Jacob's ladder the story, nor is it in all its parts altowas early recognized. Picus of Mirandola, gether without probability. It is more than
who wrote in the sixteenth century, in his likely that the Chevalier Eamsay, who
oration, " De Hominis Dignitate," says that was a warm adherent of the Stuarts, transJacob's ladder is a symbol of the progressive ferred the symbol of the mystical ladder
scale of intellectual communication betwixt from the Mithraic mysteries, with which he
earth and heaven and upon the ladder, as was very familiar, into his Scottish degrees,
it were, step by step, man is permitted with
and that thus it became a part of the symthe angels to ascend and descend until the bolism of the Kadosh system. In some of
mind finds blissful and complete repose in the political Lodges instituted under the
the bosom of divinity. The highest step influence of the Stuarts to assist in the reshe defines to be theology, or the study and toration of their house, the philosophical
contemplation of the Deity in his own ab- interpretation of the symbol may have been
stract and exalted nature.
perverted to a political meaning, and to
Other interpretations have, however, been these Lodges it is to be supposed that Kegiven to it. The Jewish writers differ very her alluded; but that the Grand Lodge of
much in their expositions of it. Thus, a Scotland had made any official recognition
writer of one of the Midrashes or Com- of the fact is not to be believed. Lawrie's
mentaries, finding that the Hebrew words silence seems to be conclusive.
for Ladder and Sinai have each the same
In the Ancient Craft degrees of the York
numerical value of letters, expounds the Eite, Jacob's ladder was not an original
ladder as typilying the giving of the law symbol. It is said to have been introduced
on that mount. Aben Ezra thought that by Dunckerley when he reformed the lecit was a symbol of the human mind, and
tures.
This is coufirmed by the fact that
that the angels represented the sublime it is not mentioned in any of the early ritmeditations of man. Maimonides supposed uals of the last century, nor even by
the ladder to symbolize nature in its oper- Hutchinson, who had an excellent opporations and, citing the authority of a Mi- tunity of doing so in his lecture on the
drash which gives to it four steps, says that Nature of the Lodge, where he speaks of
they represent the four elements the two the covering of the Lodge, but says nothing
heavier, earth and water, descending by of the means of reaching it, which he would
their specific gravity, and the two lighter, have done, had he been acquainted with
fire and air, ascending from the same cause.
the ladder as a symbol. Its first appearAbarbanel, assuming the Talmudic theory ance is in a Tracing Board, on which the
that Luz, where Jacob slept, was Mount date of 1776 is inscribed, which very well
Moriah, supposes that the ladder, resting on agrees with the date of Dunckerley's imthe spot which afterwards became the holy provements. In this Tracing Board, the
of holies, was a prophetic symbol of the ladder has but three rounds a change from
building of the Temple. And, lastly, Ea- the old seven-stepped ladder of the mysphael interprets the ladder, and the ascent teries; which, however, Preston corrected
and the descent of the angels, as the prayers when he described it as having many
of man and the answering inspiration of rounds, but three principal ones. DuncGod. Fludd, the hermetic philosopher, in kerley, I think, was indebted for this symhis Philosophia Mosaica, (1638,) calls the bol to Ramsay, from whom he liberally
ladder the symbol of the triple world, moral, borrowed on several other occasions, taking
physical, and intellectual and Nicolai says from him his Royal Arch, and learning from
that the ladder with three steps was, among him to eliminate the Master's Word from the
:

;

;

;

;

;
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third degree, where it had been placed by
his predecessors.
As to the modern Masonic symbolism of
the ladder, it is, as I have already said, a
symbol of progress, such as it is in all the
old initiations. Its three principal rounds,
representing Faith, Hope, and Charity,
present us with the means of advancing
from earth to heaven, from death to life
from the mortal to immortality. Hence
its foot is placed on the ground-floor of the
Lodge, which is typical of the world, and
its top rests on the covering of the Lodge,
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ized version of

the Bible by the word
Lord, being thus considered as synonymous with Jehovah, except in Psalm Ixviii.
4, where the original word is preserved
"Extol him that rideth upon the heavens
by his name JAH," upon which the Targum comment is " Extol him who sitteth
on the throne of glory in the ninth heaven;
:

— YAH

which is symbolic of heaven.
In the Prestonian lecture, which was
elaborated out of Dunckerley's system, the
ladder is said to rest on the Holy Bible,
and to reach to the heavens. This symbolism is thus explained.
" By the doctrines contained in the Holy
Bible we are taught to believe in the divine
dispensation of Providence, which belief
strengthens our Faith, and enables us to ascend the first step.
"That Faith naturally creates in us a
Siape of becoming partakers of some of the
blessed promises therein recorded, which
Mope enables us to ascend the second step.
"But the third and last being Charity
comprehends the whole, and he who is
possessed of this virtue in its ampl^ sense,
IS said to have arrived to the summit of his
profession, or, more metaphorically, into an
ethereal mansion veiled from the mortal
eye by the starry firmament."
In the modern lectures, the language is
materially changed, but the idea and the
symbolism are retained unaltered.
The delineation of the ladder with three
steps only on the Tracing Board of 1776,
which is a small one, may be attributed to
notions of convenience. But the fact that
Dunckerley derived his symbol from Bamsay ; that Ramsay's ladder had seven steps,
being the same as the Kadosh symbol that
in all the old initiations the number seven
was preserved ; and lastly, that Preston describes it as having "many rounds or
staves, which point out as many moral virtues, but three principal ones, namely.
Faith, Hope, and Charity," irresistibly lead
us to the conclusion that the Masonic ladder should properly have seven steps, which
represent the four cardinal and the three
theological virtues.
;

Jacques de Molay.

See Malay.
Maimonides
In Hebrew, ,T.
calls it the " two-lettered name," and derives it from the Tetragrammaton, of which
he says it is an abbreviation. Others have
denied this, and assert that Jah is a name
independent of Jehovah, but expressing
the same idea of the Divine Essence. It
is uniformly
translated in the author-

Jail.

is his name."
It seems, also, to have
been well known to the Gentile nations as
the triliteral name of God for, although
biliteral among the Hebrews, it assumed
among the Greeks the triliteral form, as
lAO. Macrobius, in his Saturnalia, says
that this was the sacred name of the Supreme Deity and the Clarian Oracle being
asked which of the gods was Jao, replied,
;

;

"The

initiated are oound to conceal the
mysterious secrets. Learn thou that lAQ
is the Great God Supreme who ruleth over
all."
See Jehovah.
Jambllchus. It is strange that the
old Masons, when inventing their legend,
which gave so prominent a place to Pythagoras as " an ancient friend and brother,"
should have entirely forgotten his biographer, Jamblichus, whose claims to their esteem and veneration are much greater than
those of the Samiau sage. Jamblichus was
a Neoplatonic philosopher, who was born
at Chalcis, in Calo, Syria,

He

in the fourth century.

and flourished
was a pupil of

Porphyry, and was deeply versed in the
philosophic systems of Plato and Pythagoras, and, like the latter, had studied the
mystical theology of the Egyptians and
Chaldeans, whose divine origin and truth
he attempts to vindicate. He maintained
that man, through theurgic rites and ceremonies, might commune with the Deity;
and hence he attached great importance to
initiation as the means of inculcating truth.
He carried his superstitious veneration for
numbers and numerical formula to a far
greater extent than did the school of Pythagoras ; so that all the principles of his
philosophy can be represented by numbers.
Thus, he taught that one, or the monad,
was the principle of all unity as well as diversity ; the duad, or two, was the intellect;
three, the soul four, the principle of universal harmony eight, the source of motion ; nine, perfection and ten, the result
of all the emanations of the to en. It will
thus be seen that Jamblichus, while adopting the general theory of numbers that
distinguished the Pythagorean school, differed very materially in his explanations.
He wrote many philosophical works on the
basis of these principles, and was the author of a Life of Pythagoras, and a Treatise
of the Mysteries. Of all the ancient philosophers, his system assimilates him most
if not in its details, at least in its spirit
;

;

;

—
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JEHOVAH

—

to the mystical and symbolic character
of the Masonic philosophy.

second degree has only within a few years
past been abandoned. Hutchinson referred
Janitor. A door-keeper. The word to this symbolism, when he said that the
Sentinel, which in a Royal Arch Chapter is Spiritual Lodge was placed in the Valley
the proper equivalent of the Tiler in a of Jehoshaphat to imply that the principles
Lodge, is in some jurisdictions replaced by of Masonry are derived from the knowlthe word Janitor. There is no gbod author- edge ,of God, and are established in the
judgments of the Lord.
ity for the usage.
Jehovah; Jehovah is, of all the sigJapan. Freemasonry was introduced in
Jiipan by the establishment at Yokohama, nificant words of Masonry, by far the most
Eeghellini very properly calls
in 1868, of a Lodge by the Grand Lodge of important.
England. A Masonic hall was built at it the basis of our dogma and of our mysteries."
In Hebrew it consists of four letYokohama, in 1869.
Japhiet. Heb., flfi*- The eldest son ters, nin*, and hence is called the Teirathe grammaton, or four-lettered name; and beof Noah. It is said that the first ark
ark of safety, the archetype of the taberna- cause it was forbidden to a Jew, as it is to

—

—

cle
was constructed by Shem, Ham, and
Japhet under the superintendence of Noah.
Hence these are significant words in the
Eoyal Arch degree.

A

precious
jasper. Heb., "ifitJ"stone of a dullish green color, which was
the last of the twelve inserted in the high
priest's breastplate, according to the authorized version; but the Vulgate translation more correctly makes it the third
stone of the second row.
It represented
the tribe of Zebulun.

Jebuslte. See Oman.
Jedadiali. A special name given to
King Solomon at his birth. It signifies
"beloved of God."

a Mason, to pronounce it, it is also called
the Ineffable or Unpronounceable name.
For its history we must refer to the sixth
chapter of Exodus, (verses 2, 3.) When
Moses returned discouraged from his first
visit to Pharaoh, and complained to the
Lord that the only result of his mission
had been to incense the Egyptian king, and
to excite him to the exaction of greater
burdens from the oppressed Israelites, God
encouraged the patriarch by the promise
of the great wonders which he would perform in behalf of his people, and confirmed
the promise by imparting to him that sublime name by which he had not hitherto
been known "And God," says the sacred
writer, "spake unto Moses, and said unto
him, I am Jehovah and I appeared unto
:

Jeboshaptaat. East of Jerusalem, between Mount Zion and the Mount of Olives,
the Valley of Jehoshaphat. In the most
recent rituals this word has lost its significance, but in the older ones it played an
important part. There was in reality no
such valley in ancient Judea, nor is there
any mention of it in Scripture, except once
by the prophet Joel. The name is altogether modern. But, as the Hebrew means
the Judgment of God, and as the prophecy
of Joel declared that God would there judge
the heathen for their deeds against the
Israelites, it came at last to be believed by
the Jews, which belief is shared by the
Mohammedans, that the Valley of Jehoshaphat is to be the place of the last judgment.
Hence it was invested with a peculiar degree of sanctity as a holy place. The idea
was borrowed by the Masons of the last
century, who considered it as the symbol
of holy ground. Thus, in the earliest rituals we find this language
" Where does the Lodge stand
?
" Upon holy ground, or the highest
hill
or lowest vale, or in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, or any other secret place."
This reference to the Valley of Jehoshaphat as the symbol of the ground-floor of
the Lodge was in this country retained
until a very recent period and the expression which alludes to it in the ritual of the
lies

;

:

Abraham, unto

and unto Jacob as
El Shaddai, but by my name Jehovah
was I not known unto them."
This Ineffable name is derived from the
substantive verb nTl! hayah, to be; and
combining, as it does, in its formation the
Isaac,

present, past, and future significations of
the verb, it is considered as designating
God in his immutable and eternal existence.
This idea is carried by the Rabbins
to such an extent, that Menasseh Ben
Israel says that its fourletters may be so arranged by permutations as to form twelve
words, every one of which is a modification
of the verb to be, and hence it is called the

nomen

substantice vel eiseniice, the name of
his substance or existence.
The first thing that attracts our attention in the investigation of this name is
the ancient regulation, still existing, by
which it was made unlawful to pronounce
it.
This, perhaps, originally arose from a
wish to conceal it from the surrounding
heathen nations, so that they might not
desecrate it by applying it to their idols.
Whatever may have been the reason, the
rule was imperative among the Jews. The
Talmud, in one of its treatises, the " Sanhedrim," which treats of the question.
of the Israelites shall have future life and

Who

;

;
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who

shall not? says: "Even he who thinks he would say "holiness to Adonai."
And
name of God with its true letters for- this same reverential reticence has been
feits hia future life." Abraham Ben David
preserved by our translators in the authorHalevi, when discussing the names of God, ized version, who, wherever Jehovah ocsays: 'But the name HI IT we are not curs, have, with a few exceptions, transallowed to pronounce. In its original mean
lated it by the word " Lord," the very pas-

the

it is conferred upon no other being, and
therefore we abstain from giving any explanation of it."
learn from Jerome,
Origen, and Eusebius that in their time
the Jews wrote the name in their copies of
the Bible in Samaritan instead of Hebrew
letters, in order to veil it from the inspection of the profane. Capellus says that the
rule that the holy name was not to be pro-

ing

We

nounced was derived from a tradition,
based on a passage in Leviticus, (xxiv.
16,) which says that he who blasphemeth
the name of Jehovah shall be put to death
and he translates this passage, " whosoever
shall pronounce the name Jehovah shall
suffer death," because the word nokeb, here
translated " to blaspheme," means also " to
pronounce distinctly, to call by name."
Another reason for the rule is to be found
in a rabbinical misinterpretation of a passage in Exodus.
In the third chapter of that book, when
Moses asks of God what is his name, he replies "I Am that I Am; and he said,
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of
Israel, I
hath sent me unto you," and
he adds, " this is my name forever." Now,

AM

sage just quoted, being rendered " holiness
to the Lord."

Maimonides tells us that the knowledge
of this word was confined to the hachamin
or wise men, who communicated its true
pronunciation and the mysteries connected
with it only on the Sabbath day, to such
of their disciples as were found worthy
but how it was to be sounded, or with what
vocal sounds its four letters were to be
uttered, was utterly unknown to the people.
Once a year, namely, on the day of atonement, the holy name was pronounced with
the sound of its letters and with the utmost
veneration by the high priest in the Sanctuary. The last priest who pronounced it,
says Rabbi Bechai, was Simeon the Just,
and his successors used in blessing only the
twelve- lettered name. After the destruction of the city and Temple by Vesj)asian,
the pronunciation of it ceased, for it was
not lawful to pronounce it anywhere except
in the Temple at Jerusalem, and thus the
true and genuine pronunciation of the
name was entirely lost to the Jewish people.

now known how it was originally
The Greeks called it JAO
JovA the Samaritans always
the Hebrew word I AM is ^T^^C. Ehijeh.
But as Mendelsohn has correctly observed, pronounced it Jahve.
The task is difficult to make one unacthere is no essential difference between

H

n^nNi in the sixth chapter and IPI* in the
third, the former being the first person singular, and the latter the third person of the
same verb, (the future used in the present
sense of the verb to be;) and hence what

Nor

is it

pronounced.
the Romans,

;

;

quainted with the peculiarities of the Hebrew language comprehend how the pronunciation of a word whose letters are preserved can be wholly lost. It may, however, be attempted.

The Hebrew alphabet

was said of the name Ehyeh was applied consists entirely of consonants. The vowel
by the Kabbins to the name Jehovah. But sounds were originally supplied by the
of Ehyeh God had said, "this is my name reader while reading, he being previously
forever."
Now the word forever is repre- made acquainted with the correct pronunand if he did not
sented in the original by d'ti?'?, folam; ciation of each word
but the Rabbins, says Capellus, by the possess this knowledge, the letters t)efore
change of a single letter, made I'olam, for- him could not supply it, and he was, of
ever, read as if it had been written I'alam, course, unable to pronounce the word.
which means " to be concealed," and hence Every Hebrew, however, knew from practhe passage was translated "this is my tice the vocal sounds with which the conname to be concealed," instead of " this is sonants were pronounced in the different
my name forever." And thus Josephus, in words, in the same manner as every Engwriting upon this subject, uses the follow- lish reader knows the different sounds of
ing expressions: "Whereupon God de- a in hat, hate, far, was, and that hit is pro"
clared to Moses his holy name, which had nounced knight. The words God save the
never been discovered to men before con- republic," written in the Hebrew method,
cerning which it is not lawful for me to say would appear thus: "Gd sv th rpblc."
any more." In obedience to this law, when- Now, this incommunicable name of God
ever the word Jehovah occurs to a Jew in consists of four letters, Yod, He, Van,
reading, he abstains from pronouncing it, and He, equivalent in English to the comand substitutes in its place the word 'JlX, bination JHVH. It is evident that these
Thus, instead of saying "holi- four letters cannot, in our language, be
Adonai.
ness to Jehovah," as it is in the original, pronounced, unless at least two vowels be
;

;

2X
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supplied.
Neither can they in Hebrew.
In other words, the vowels were known to
the Jew, because he heard the words continually pronounced, just as we know that
Mr. stands for Mister, because we continually hear this combination so pronounced.
But the name of God, of which these four
letters are symbols, was never pronounced,
but another word, Adonai, substituted for
it; and hence, as the letters themselves
have no vocal power, the Jew, not knowing
the implied vowels, was unable to supply-

them, and thus the pronunciation of the
word was in time entirely lost.
Hence some of the most learned of the
Jewish writers even doubt whether Jehovah
is the true pronunciation, and say that the
recovery of the name is one of the mysteries that will be revealed only at the
coming of the Messiah. They attribute
the loss to the fact that the Masoretic or
vowel points belonging to another word were
applied to the sacred name, whereby in time
a confusion occurred in its vocalization.
In the ineffable degrees of the Scottish
Rite, there is a tradition that the pronunciation varied among the patriarchs in
different ages.
Methuselah, Lamech, and
Noah pronounced it Juha; Shem, Arphaxad,
Selah, Heber, and Peleg pronounced it
Jeva; Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah, Abraham,
Isaac, and Judah, called it Jova; by Hez-

initiation, which candidates were
bound by a solemn oath never to divulge.

their

It is reported to

have been, under a modi-

a password in the Egyptian mysteries, and none, says Schiller, dare enter
the temple of Serapis who did not bear on
his breast or forehead the name Jao or Jeha-ho ; a name almost equivalent in sound
to that of Jehovah, and probably of identical import
and no name was uttered in
Egypt with more reverence.
The Rabbins asserted that it was engraved
on the rod of Moses, and enabled him to
perform all his miracles. Indeed, the Talmud says that it was by the utterance of
this awful name, and not by a club, that he
slew the Egyptian although it fails to tell
us how he got at that time his knowledge
of it.
That scurrilous book of the Jews of the
Middle Ages, called the Toldoth Jeshu, attributes ail the wonderful works of Jesus
Christ to the potency of this incommunicafled form,

;

;

ble name,

which he is said

to

have abstract-

ed from the Temple, and worn about him.
it would be tedious and unprofitable to
relate all the superstitious myths that have
been invented about this name.
And now as to the grammatical signifi-

But

cation of this important word.
(

Thesaur.,

ii.

Gesenius

—and many modwith him — that the

677,) thinks

ern scholars agree

rom and Ram it was pronounced Jevo; by word is the future form of the Hiphil conAminadab and Nasshon, Jevah; by Salmon, jugation of the verb to he, pronounced YaBoaz, and Obed, Johe; by Jesse and David, vah, and therefore that it denotes "He who
Jehovah. And they imply that none of
these was the right pronunciation, which
was only in the possession of Enoch, Jacob,

and Moses, whose names are, therefore, not
mentioned in this list. In all these words
it must be noticed that the J is to be pronounced as Y, the a as in Jather, and the
e as a in fate.
Thus, Je-ho-vah would be
pronounced Yay-ho-vah.
The Jews believed that this holy name,
which they held in the highest veneration,
was possessed of unbounded powers. " He

who pronounces

it,"

said they, " shakes

heaven and earth, and inspires the very
angels with astonishment and terror. There
a sovereign authority in this name: it
governs the world by its power. The other
names and surnames of the Deity are
ranged about it like oflBcers and soldiers
about their sovereigns and generals from
this king-name they receive their orders,
and obey."
It was called the Shem hamphorash, the
explanatory or declaratory name, because it
alone, of all the divine names, distinctly
explains or declares what is the true essence
of the Deity.
Among the Essenes, this sacred name,
which was never uttered aloud, but always
in a whisper, was one of the mysteries of
is

:

made

to exist, called into existence," that

the Creator. The more generally accepted definition of the name is, that it expresses the eternal and unchangeable existence of God in respect to the past, the present, and the future.
The word jniiT '^
derived from the substantive verb n'H,
hayah, to be, and in its four letters combines
those of the past, present, and future of the
verb. The letter » in the beginning, says
Buxtorf, (de Nomine, v,) is a characteristic
of the future ; the 1 in the middle, of the
participle or present time; and the
^t
the end, of the past. Thus, out of (1111' we
get n'H, he was; niH, he is; and H*!!*.
he will be. Hence, among other titles it received that of no»ie»i essentiw, because it shows
the essential nature of God's eternal existence. The other names of God define his
power, wisdom, goodness, and other qualities; but this alone defines his existence.
It has been a controverted point whether
this name was made known for the first
time to Moses, or whether the patriarchs had
been previously acquainted with it. The
generally recognized opinion now is, and
the records of Genesis and Exodus sustain
it, that the name was known to the patriarchs, but not in its essential meaning, into
which Moses was the first to be initiated.
is,

H

'

:
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In the language of Aben Ezra, " Certainly
the name was already known to the patriarchs, but only as an uncoraprehended and
unmeaning noun, not as a descriptive, appellative one, indicative of the attributes
and qualities of the Deity." " It is manifest," says Kallisch, ( Comm. on Ex.,) "that
Moses, in being initiated into the holy and
comprehensive name of the Deity, obtains
a superiority over the patriarchs, who, although perhaps from the beginning more
believing than the long-wavering Moses,
lived more in the sphere of innocent, childlike obedience than of manly, spiritual enlightenment." This, too, is the Masonic
doctrine.
In Freemasonry the Holy Name
is the representative of the Word, which is
itself the symbol of the nature of God.
To
know the Word is to know the true nature
and essence of the Grand Architect.
When the pronunciation of the name
was first interdicted to the people is not
certainly known. Leusden says it was a
rabbinical prohibition, and was probably
made at the second Temple. The statement of the Rabbi Beohai, already cited,
that the word was pronounced for the last
time by Simeon, before the spoliation by
the Roman emperor Vespasian, would
seem to indicate that it was known at the
second Temple, although its utterance was
forbidden, which would coincide with the
Masonic tradition that it was discovered
while the foundations of the second Temple were being laid.
But the general opinion is, that the prohibition commenced in
the time of Moses, the rabbinical writers
tracing it to the law of Leviticus, already
cited.
This, too, is the theory of Masonry,
which also preserves a tradition that the
prohibition would have been removed at
the first Temple, had not a well-known occurrence prevented it. But this is not to
be viewed as an historic statement, but only
as a medium of creating a symbol.
The Jews had four symbols by which
they expressed this Ineffable name of God
the first and most common was two Yods,
with a Sheva and the point Kametz underneath, thus, '^'
the second was three

In Freemasonry, the equilateral triangle,
called the delta, with or without a Yod in
the centre, the Yod alone, and the letter G,
are recognized as symbols of the sacred and
Ineffable name.
The history of the introduction of this
word into the ritualism of Freemasonry
would be highly interesting, were it not so
obscure. Being in almost all respects an
esoteric symbol, nearly all that we know
of its Masonic relations is derived from
tradition and as to written records on the
subject, we are compelled, in general, to
depend on mere intimations or allusions,
which are not always distinct in their meaning.
In Masonry, as in the Hebrew mysteries, it was under the different appellations
of the Word, the Tnie Word, or the Lost

;

points in a radiated form like a diadem,
thus, \j/, to represent, in all probability, the
sovereignty of God the third was a Yod
;

within an equilateral triangle, which the
Kabbalists explained as a ray of light,
whose lustre was too transcendent to be
contemplated by human eyes; and the
fourth was the letter JJ>, which is the initial letter of Shadai, " the Almighty," and
was the symbol usually placed upon their
Buxtorf "mentions a fifth
phylacteries.
method, which was by three Yods, with a
Kametz underneath } , inclosed in a circle.
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;

Word, the symbol of the knowledge of Divine Truth, or the true nature of God.
That this name, in its mystical use, was
not unknown to the Mediseval Freemasons
there can be no doubt. Many of their architectural emblems show that they possessed this knowledge. Nor can there be
any more doubt that through them it
came to their successors, the Freemasons
of the beginning of the eighteenth century.
No one can read Dr. Anderson's
Defence of Masonry, written in 1730, without being convinced that this prominent
actor in the revival was well acquainted
with this name; although he is, of course,
careful to make no very distinct reference
" The occato it, except in one instance.
sion," he says, "of the brethren searching
so diligently for their Master was, it seems,
to receive from him the secret Word of Masonry, which should be delivered down to
their posterity in after ages."
It is now conceded, from indisputable
evidence, that the holy name was, in the
earlier years, and, indeed, up to the middle
of the last century, attached to the third
degree, and then called the Master's Word.
I have now lying before me two tracingboards of that degree, one an Irish one of
the date of 1769, the other a continental
one of 1778; but both, apparently, copies
of some earlier one. Among the emblems
displayed is a coflSn, on which is inscribed,
in capital letters, the word
Hutchinson, who wrote in 1774, makes no
reference whatever to the Royal Arch, although that system had, by that time, been
partially established in England; but in his
lectures to Master Masons and on the third
degree refers to "the mystic word, the Tetragrammaton." Oliver tells us distinctly
that it was the Master's Word until Dunckerley took it out of the degree and transferred it to the Royal Arch. That it was
so on the Continent, we have the unmis-

JEHOVAH.

takable

testimony of Guillemain de

Sc.

:

JEHOVAH

JEHOVAH

Victor, who says, in his Adonhiramite Masonry, that Solomon placed a medal on the
tomb of Hiram, " on which was engraved

annexed to the several degrees of the Craft;
but also theologically, as a term, thereby to
convey to the mind some idea of that Grand
Being who is the sole author of our existence and to carry along with it the most
solemn veneration for his sacred Name and
Word, as well as the most clear and perfect
elucidation of his power and attributes
that the human mind is capable of receiving.
And this is the light in which the
Name and Word hath always been considered, from the remotest ages, amongst us
Christians and the Jews."
And then, after giving the well-known
history from Josephus of the word, which,
to remove all doubt of what it is, he says
is the " Shem Hamphorash, or the Unutterable Name," he adds " Philo, the learned
Jew, tells us not only that the word was lost,
but also the time when, and the reason why.
But, to make an end of these unprofitable
disputes among the learned, be it remembered that they all concur with the Eoyal

380

Word, and which
Supreme Being."

Jehova, the old Master's
signifies the

;

then, these facts appear to be established: that this Ineffable name was
known to the Operative Freemasons of the
Middle Ages; that it was derived from
them by the Speculative Masons, who, in
1717, revived the Order in England; that
they knew it as Master Masons and that
it continued to be the Master's Word until
late in that century, when it was removed
by Dunckerley into the Eoyal Arch.
Although there is, perhaps, no point in
the esoteric system of Masonry more clearly
established than that the Tetragrammaton
is the true omnific word, yet innovations
have been admitted, by which, in some
jurisdictions in this country, that word has
been changed into three others, which simply signify Divine names in other languages, but have none of the sublime sym- Arch Masons in others much more essenbolism that belongs to the true name of tial: first, that the Name or Word is exGod. It is true that the General Grand pressiVe of Self- Existence and EterChapter of the United States adopted a nity and, secondly, that it can be appliregulation disapproving of the innovation cable only to that Great Being who was
of these explanatory words, and restoring and IS and will be."
the Tetragrammaton but this declaration
Notwithstanding this explicit and unof what might almost be considered a tru- mistakable declaration of the founder of
ism in Masonry has been met with open the English Eoyal Arch, that the Tetraopposition or reluctant obedience in some grammaton is the omnific word, the presplaces.
ent system in England has rejected it, and
The Grand Chapter of England has fallen substituted in its place three other words,
into the same error, and abandoned the the second of which is wholy unmeaning."
teachings of Dunckerley, the founder of
In the American system, as revised by
the Royal Arch in that country, as some Thomas Smith Webb, there can be no
of the Grand Chapters in America did those doubt that the Tetragrammaton was recogof Webb, who was the founder of the sys- nized as the omnific word. In the Freetem here. It is well, therefore, to inquire mason's Monitor, prepared by him for monwhat was the omnific word when the Eoyal itorial instruction, he has inserted, among
Arch system was first invented.
the passages of Scripture to be read during
have the authority of Oliver, who an exaltation, the following from Exodus,
had the best opportunity of any man in which is the last in order, and which any
England of knowing the facts, for saying one at all acquainted with the ritual will
that Dunckerley established the Eoyal at once see is appropriated to the time of
Arch for the modern Grand Lodge; that the euresis or discovery of the Word.
he wisely borrowed many things from Earn"And God spake unto Moses, and said
say and Dermott; and that he boldly trans- unto him, I am the Lord, and I appeared
planted the word Jehovah from the Master's unto Abraham, and unto Isaac, and unto
degree and placed it in his new system.
Jacob by the name of God Amighty, but
Now, what was " The Word " of the by my name
was I not known
Eoyal Arch, as understood by Dunckerley? to them."

So

far,

;

:

;

;

We

JEHOVAH

We have no

diflBculty here, for he himself
answers the question. To the first edition
of the Laws and Regulations of the Royal
Arch, published in 1782, there is prefixed
an essay on Freemasonry, which is attributed to Dunckerley. In this he makes the
following remarks
" It must be observed that the expression
The Word is not to be understood as a
watchword only, after the manner of those

From this it will be evident that Webb
recognized the word Jehovah, and not the
three other words that have since been substituted for them by some Grand Chapters
in this country, and which it is probable
were originally used by Webb as merely

explanatory or declaratory of the Divine
nature of the other and principal word.
And this is in accordance with one of the
traditions of the degree, that they were

JEPHTHAH

JERUSALEM

placed on the substitute ark around the
real word, as a key to explain its significa-

1722, and of Anderson in 1738, with the
significant fact that the charges are found
in a manuscript written seven years after,
give some plausibility to the statement that

tion.

To

call

anything

else

but this four-

— an

name an

omnific word
creating and all-performing word

lettered

all-

— either

Masonry or in Hebrew symbolism, whence
Masonry derived it, is to oppose all the
in

doctrines of the Talmudists, the Kabbalists,
and the Gnostics, and to repudiate the
teachings of every Hebrew scholar from
Buxtorf to Gesenius. To fight the battle
against such odds is to secure defeat. It

snows more of boldness than of discretion.
And hence the General Grand Chapter of
the United States has very wisely restored
the word Jehovah to its proper place. It
is only in the York and in the American
Kites that this error has ever existed. In
every other Rite the Tetragrammaton is
recognized as the true word.
Jephtbah. A J udge of Israel, and the
leader of the Gileadites in their war against
the Ephraimites, which terminated in the
slaughter of so many of the latter at the
passes of the river Jordan. See Ephraimites.

Jericho, Heroine

of.

See Heroine

of.

See Knight

of Jericho.

Jericho,

Knight

of Jericho.

Jermyn, Henry.
{Illustrations, p.

Preston

161. ol. ed.,)

that

says

Henry

Jermyn, Earl of St. Albans, was elected
Grand Master at a General Assembly held
on the 27th of December, 1663, and that at
this Assembly " several useful regulations
were made," some of which he gives in a
Roberts, in his edition of the "Old
Constitutions" printed in 1722, the earliest printed Masonic book that we have, refers also to this General Assembly the date
of which he, however, makes the 8th of
December. Roberts gives what he calls
the Additional Orders and Constitutions.
The Harleian MS., in the British Museum,
numbered 1942, which Hughan supposes to
have the date of 1670, and which he has
published in his Old Charges of tlie British Freemasons, (p. 52,) contains also three
"new articles." The articles in Roberts'
and the Harleian MS. are identical. In
Preston, they are modified in language,
as they are also in the 1738 edition of Anderson. But neither of these writers is trustworthy in relation to citations from old
documents. Of these new articles, one of
the most important is that which prescribes
that the society of P'reemasons shall thereafter be governed by a Master and Wardens.
Bro. Hughan thinks that there is no
evidence of the statement that a General Assembly was held in 1663. But I think that
the concurring testimony of Roberts in
note.

;
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a General Assembly was held at that time.
Jekson. This word is found in the
French Cahiera of the high degrees. It is
undoubtedly a corruption of Jacquesson,
and this a mongrel word compounded of
the French Jacques and the English son,
and means the son of James, that is, James
II.
It refers to Charles Edward the Pretender, who was the son of that abdicated

and exiled monarch.

It is a significant
of the system attempted to be introduced by the adherents of the house of
Stuart, and by which they expected to enlist
Masonry as an instrument to effect the restoration of the Pretender to the throne of
England. For this purpose they had altered
the legend of the third degree, making it
applicable to James II., who, being the Son
of Henrietta Maria, the widow of Charles
I., was designated as " the widow's son."
Jena, Congress of. Jena is a city
of Saxe- Weimar, in Thuringia.
A Masonic Congress was convoked there in 1763,
by the Lodge of Strict Observance, under
the presidency of Johnson, a Masonic charlatan, but whose real name was Becker.
In
this Congress the doctrine was announced
that the Freemasons were the successors of
the Knights Templars, a dogma peculiarly
characteristic of the Rite of Strict Observance.
In the year 1764, a second Congress
was convoked by Johnson or Leucht with
the desire of authoritatively establishing his
doctrine of the connection between Templarism and Masonry. The empirical character of Johnson was here discovered by the
Baron Hand, and he was denounced, and
subsequently punished at Magdeburg by
the public authorities.
Jerusalem. The capital of Judea,
and memorable in Masonic history as the
place where was erected the Temple of Solrelic

omon. It is early mentioned in Scripture,
and is supposed to be the Salem of which
Melchizedek was king. At the time that
the Israelites entered the Promised Land,
the city was in possession of the Jebusites,
from whom, after the death of Joshua, it
was conquered, and afterwards inhabited
by the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The
Jebusites were not, however, driven out;
and we learn that David purchased Mount
Moriah from Oman or Araunah the Jebusite as a site for the Temple.
It is only in
reference to this Temple that Jerusalem is
connected with the legends of Ancient
Craft Masonry. In the degrees of chivalry
also important, because it was the
where the holy places were situated,
and for the possession of which the Cru-

it

is

city

JERUSALEM

JEWELS

and so bravely contested. It
there, too, that the Templars and the
Hospitallers were established as Orders of

tributed to those members of the Society
who constituted the College of Clermont.
This theory of a Jesuitical Masonry seems
to have originated with the Illuminati, who
were probably governed in its promulgation
by a desire to depreciate the character of
all other Masonic systems in comparison
with their own, where no such priestly interference was permitted. Barruel scoffs
at the idea of such a connection, and calls
it [Hist, de Ja., iv. 287,) "la fable de la
Franc-Magonnerie Je'suitSque." For once
he is right. Like oil and water, the tolerance of Freemasonry and the intolerance
of the "Society of Jesus" cannot com-
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sadera so long

was

religious

and military knighthood.

Modern Speculative Masonry was
duced into Jerusalem by the

ment of a Lodge

in 1872.

The

introestablishwarrant for

which, on the application of Robert Morris
and others, was granted by the Grand Lodge
of Canada.
Jerusalem, Kaigbt of. See Knight
of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem, Sfew. The symbolic

name

of the Christian Church (Bev. xxi.
iii. 12).
The Apostle John, (Eev.
xxi.,) from the summit of a high mountain,
beheld, in a pictorial symbol or scenic representation, a city resplendent with celes-

2-21

;

mingle.

Yet it cannot be denied that, while the
Jesuits have had no part in the construction of pure Freemasonry, there are reasons
for believing that they took an interest in

which seemed to descend
from the heavens to the earth. It was
stated to be a square of about 400 miles, the invention of some degrees and sysor 12,000 stadia, equal to about 16,000 tems which were intended to advance their
miles in circumference
of course, a mys- own interests. But wherever they touched
tical number, denoting that the city was the Institution they left the trail of the sercapable of holding almost countless myriads pent. They sought to convert its pure
of inhabitants. The New Jerusalem was philanthropy and toleration into political
beheld, like Jacob's ladder, extending from intrigue and religious bigotry. Hence it is
earth to heaven. It plays an important believed that they had something to do
part in the ritual of the nineteenth degree, with the invention of those.degrees, which
or Grand Pontiff of the Ancient' and Ac- were intended to aid the exiled house of
cepted Scottish Eite, where the descent of Stuart in its efforts to regain the English
the New Jerusalem is a symbol of the de- throne, because they believed that would
scent of the empire of Light and Truth secure the restoration in England of the
upon the earth.
Roman Catholic religion. Almost a library
Jerusalem, Prince of. See Prince of books has been written on both sides of
tial brightness,

—

of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem Word.

this subject in

In the

cate-

chism of 1724 occurs the following quesand answer.
" Q. Give me the Jerusalem Word.
" A. Giblin."

tion

The

origin of this phrase may perhaps be
thus traced. The theory that after the completion of the Temple a portion of the workmen travelled abroad to seek employment,
while another portion remained at JTerusalem, was well known to the Fraternity at
the beginning of the last century. It is
amply detailed in that old manuscript
known as the York MS., which is now lost,
but was translated by Krkuse, and inserted
in his Kunsturkunden.
It may be supposed that this " Jerusalem Word " was the

Germany and

in France.

Jewel of an Ancient Grand
Master.

A

Masonic tradition informs us
that the jewel of an ancient Grand Master
at the Temple was the square and compass
with the letter
between. This was the
jewel worn by Hiram Abif on the day
which deprived the Craft of his invaluable

G

and which was subsequently found
upon him.
services,

Jewel, Member's. In many Lodges,
especially among the Germans, where it is
called "Mitgleider Zeichen," a jewel is
provided for every member, and presented
to him on his initiation or affiliation.
It
is to be worn from the button-hole, and

generally contains the name of the Lodge
and some Masonic device.
word which the Masons used at Jerusalem,
Jewels, Immovable. See Jewels
while the " Universal Word," which is
of a Lodge.
given in the next question and answer, was
Jewels, Movable. See Jewels of a
the word common to the Craft everywhere.
Lodge.
The Jerusalem Word, as such, is no longer
Jewels of a IJodge. Every Lodge
in use, but the Universal Word is still
is furnished with six jewels, three of which
found in the first degree.
are movable and three immovable. They
Jesuits. In the last century the Jesuits are termed jewels, says Oliver, because they
were charged with having an intimate con- have a moral tendency which rendera them
nection with Freemasonry, and the inven- jewels of inestimable value. The movable
tion of the degree of Kadosh was even at- jewels, so called because they are not
con-

JEWELS

JEWS

fined to any particular part of the Lodge,
are the rough ashlar, the perfect ashlar,

I.

Hiram

of Tyre

wears a

In Symbolic Lodges.

wears
W.'. Master
"
Senior Warden
Junior Warden "
"
Treasurer
"
Secretary
"
Senior Deacon

Junior Deacon

"

Steward

"
"

Tiler

"

a square.
a level.
a plumb.

"

is

Captain of the Guards "

soldier.

a triangular plate
inscribed with a
pilgrim.

"

a sword.

the Veils.

The other

a symbolic Lodge.
All the jewels are of gold, and suspended
within an equilateral triangle.

T.

I.

officers as in

In Boyal and

Steward

"

Marshal

"

trowel and
sword.
a trowel and
cross swords.
a trowel and
baton.

a

If a Conductor of the Council is used,
he wears a trowel and baton, and then a
scroll is added to the Marshal's baton to
distinguish the two officers.
All the jewels are of silver, and are enclosed within an equilateral triangle.

In Commanderies of Knights Templars.

"

a

trowel
square.

square

"

a

level

mounted

sur-

sur-

by a

cock.

"

Prelate
Senior Warden

"

Junior Warden

"

Treasurer
Recorder

"
"

Standard Bearer

"

a triple triangle.
a hollow square
and sword of
justice.

eagle and flaming
sword.
cross keys.
cross pens.
a
plumb sur-

Warder

"

Three Guards

''

a

banner.
square

plate
inscribed with a

trumpet

and

and

cross swords.
a square plate in-

scribed with

a

battle-axe.

The jewels are of silver.
Jewels, Precious. In

the lectures
of the second and third degrees, allusion is

made

to certain

moral

qualities, which,, as

they are intended to elucidate and impress
the most important moral principles of the
degree, are for their great value called the
Precious Jewels of a Fellow Craft and the
Precious Jewels of a Master Mason. There
are three in each degree, and they are referred to by the Alarm. Their explanation
is esoteric.

Jews, Disqualification

Select Councils.

Grand Master wears a

and

mounted by a

turban.
a triangular plate
inscribed with a

a sword.

trowel

paschal lamb.

wears a mitre.
"
a level surmounted
by a crown.
"
a plumb-rule surmounted by a

Eoyal Arch Captain "
Grand Master of

and

cross pens.

Captain General

square and compass,
sun in the centre.
square and compass,
moon in the centre.
a cornucopia.
cross swords.

Principal Sojourner "

and

mounted by a

cross keys.
cross pens.

Captain of the Host"

trowel

a

In Smjal Arch Chapters.

Scribe

3.

a

Eecorder

Generalissimo

Lodge, and
English Lodges, the jewel of the Deacon
a dove.

Priest

trowel

Em't Commander wears a cross surmounted
by rays of light.

silver in a subordinate
of gold in a Grand Lodge. In

High
King

a

plumb.

The jewels are of

2.

and

cross keys.

4.
1.

trowel
level.

and the trestle-board. The immovable jew- Principal Conductor
els are the square, the level, and the plumb.
of tfie works
They are termed immovable, because they Treasurer
are appropriated to particular parts of the
Lodge, where alone they should be found,
namely, the square to the east, the level to
the west, and the plumb to the south. In
the English system the division is the reverse of this. There, the square, level, and
plumb are called movable jewels, because
they pass from the three officers who wear
them to their successors.
Jewels, Official. Jewels are the
names applied to the emblems worn by the
officers of Masonic bodies as distinctive
badges of their offices. For the purpose
of reference, the jewels worn in symbolic
Lodges, in Chapters, Councils, and Encampments are here appended.
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of.

The

great principles of religious and political
toleration which peculiarly characterize
Freemasonry would legitimately make no

JEZIRAH
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religious faith which recognized a Supreme
Being a disqualilication for initiation. But,
unfortunately, these principles have not
always been regarded, and from an early
period the German Lodges, and especially
the Prussian, were reluctant to accord admission to jews. This action has given
great offence to the Grand Lodges of other
countries which were more liberal in their
views, and were more in accord with the

Masonic spirit, and was productive of dissensions among the Masons of Germany,
many of whom were opposed to this intolerant policy. But a better spirit now prevails
and very recently the Grand Lodge
of the Three Globes at Berlin, the leading
Masonic body of Prussia, has removed the
interdict, and Judaism is there no longer a
;

disqualification for initiation.

Jezirah, or Jctzlrali,
,Tl'y» iSOi

*• *-j

Book

Book

of.

of the Creation.

A

Kabbalistic work, which is claimed by
the Kabbalists as their first and oldest code
of doctrines, although it has no real affinity
with the tenets of the Kabbala. The authorship of it is attributed to the patriarch
Abraham; but the actual date of its first
appearance is supposed to be about the
ninth century. Steiuschneider says that it
opens the literature of the Secret Doctrine.
Its fundamental idea is, that in the ten
digits and the twenty letters of the Hebrew
alphabet we are to find the origin of all
things.
Landauer, a German Hebraist,
thinks that the author of the Jetzirah borrowed his doctrine of numbers from the
School of Pythagoras, which is very prob-

The old Masons, it is probable, desome of their mystical ideas of sacred
numbers from this work.
able.

rived

Joabert.

This, according to the le-

gends of the high degrees, was the name
of the chief favorite of Solomon, who incurred the displeasure of Hiram of Tyre
on a certain occasion, but was subsequently
pardoned, and, on account of the great attachment he had shown to the person of
his master, was appointed the Secretary of
Solomon and Hiram in their most intimate
relations.
He was afterwards still further
promoted by Solomon, and appointed with
Tito and Adoniram a Provost and Judge.
He distinguished himself in his successful
efforts to bring certain traitors to condign
punishment, and although by his rashness
he at first excited the anger of the king, he
was subsequently forgiven, and eventually
received the highest reward that Solomon
could bestow, by being made an Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. The name is evidently not Hebrew, or must at least have
undergone much corruption, for in its present form it cannot be traced to a Hebrew
root.

Lenning says [Miayclopadie) that

it

Johaben, or, more properly, Ihaoben,
which he interprets the Son of God but it
would be difficult to find any such meaning
is

;

according to the recognized rules of the
Hebrew etymology.
secret assoJoachim, Order of.
ciation instituted in Germany towards the
end of the last century. Its recipients swore
that they believed in the Trinity, and
would never waltz. None but nobles, their
wives and children, were admitted. It had
no connection with Masonry.

A

Jotaannlte Masonry.

A

term

in-

troduced by Dr. Oliver to designate the system of Masonry, of which the two Sts. John
are recognized as the patrons, and to whom
the Lodges are dedicated, in contradistinction to the more recent system of Dr. Hemming, in which the dedication is to Moses
and Solomon. Oliver was much opposed
to the change, and wrote an interesting
work on the subject, entitled A Mirror for
the Johannite Mamna, which was published

According to his definition, the
system practised in the United States is
Johannite Masonry.
Jotaannites. A Masonico -religious
sect established in Paris, in 1814, by Fabr^Paliprat, and attached to the Order of the
Temple, of which he was the Grand Master. See Levitieon, and Temp/e, Order of the.
John's Brothers. In the charter
in 1848.

of Cologne, it is said that before the year
1440 the society of Freemasons was known
by no other name than that of "John's
Brothers,"
Joannaeorum fratrum; that
they then began to be called at Valenciennes, Free and Accepted Masons; and
that at that time, in some parts of Flanders,
by the assistance and riches of the brotherhood, the first hospitals were erected for
the relief of such as were afflicted with St.
Anthony's fire.
In another part of the
charter it is said that the authors of the
associations were called "Brothers consecrated to John,"
fratres Joanni Sacroa,
because " they followed the example and
imitation of John the Baptist."
Johnson. Sometimes spelled Johnstone.
An adventurer, and Masonic charlatan, whose real name was Leucht.
He
assumed Masonry as a disguise under which
he could carry on his impositions. He appeared fir.st at Jena, in the beginning of
the year 1763, and proclaimed that he had
been deputed by the chiefs of Templar
Masonry in Scotland to introduce a reform
into the German Lodges.
He established a
Chapter of Strict Observance, (the Rite then
dominating in Germany,) and assumed the
dignity of Grand Prior. He made war upon
Rosa, the founder of the Rosaic Rite, and
upon the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes,
wnich then sustained that enthusiast. Many

—

—

:

;;

JOHN

JONES

of the German Lodges succumbed to his pretensions, and, surrendering their Warrants,
gave in their adhesion to Johnson. Von
Hund himself was at first deceived by him
but in 1764, at Altenberg, having discovered that Johnson had been formerly,
under the name of Becker, the secretary
of the Prince of Bernberg,who3e confidence
he had betrayed ; that during theseven years'
war he had been wandering about, becoming, finally, the servant of a Mason, whose
papers he had stolen, and that by means of
these papers he had been passing himself

tensive builder of his time, must have
brought him into close intimacy with the
associations of Operative Masons, which
were being rapidly influenced by a speculative character.
It will be remembered

as that individual, B. Von Hund denounced
him as an impostor. Johnson fled, but
was subsequently arrested at Magdeburg,
and imprisoned in the fortress of Wartzberg, where in 1773 he died suddenly.
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that five years before Jones's death, Elias
Ashmole was, by his own account, made a
Freemason at Warrington, and Jones the
architect and builder could hardly have
taken less interest in the society than Ashmole the astrologer and antiquary.
have, I think, a right to believe that Jones

We

was a Freemason.

Jones, Stephen.

A

miscellaneous

and Masonic author of some celebrity.
He was born at London in 1764, and
educated at St. Paul's school. He was, on
leaving school, placed under an eminent
John the Baptist. See Saint John sculptor, but, on account of some difference,
the Baptist.
was removed and apprenticed to a printer.
John the Evangelist. See Saint On the expiration of his articles, he was enJohn the Evangelist.
gaged as corrector of the press, by Mr. StraJones, Inigo. One of the most cele- han, the king's printer. Four years afterbrated of English architects, and hence wards, he removed to the office of Mr.
called' the Vitruvius of England.
He was Thomas Wright, where he remained until
born at London on July 15, 1573, and died 1797, when the death of his employer disJune 21, 1652, in the seventy-ninth year of solved his immediate connection with the
his age.
He was successively the archi- printing business. He then became the
James I., Charles editor of the Whitehall Evening Post, and,
tect of three kings,
and during his long on the decline of that paper, of the General
L, and Charles II.,
career superintended the erection of many Evening Post, and afterwards of the Euroof the most magnificent public and private pean Magazine. His contributions to literedifices in England, among which were the ature were very various.
He supervised
Banqueting-House of Whitehall, and the an edition of jBeed's Biographia Dramatiold church of St. Paul's. Jones's ofiicial aa, an abridgment of Burke's Reflections on
position placed him, of course, in close con- the French Revolution, and also abridgments
nection with the Operative Masons. An- of many other popular works.
But he is
derson, seizing on this circumstance, says best known in general literature by his
that James I. "approved of his being Pronouncing and Explanatory Dictionary
chosen Grand Master of England, to pre- of the English Language, published in 1798.
side over the Lodges;" but the Earl of This production, although following WalkPembroke being afterwards chosen Grand er's far superior work, was very favorably
Master, he appointed Jones his Deputy. received by the public.
These statements 'are copied by Entick and
In Masonry, Stephen Jones occupied a
Noorthouck in their respective editions of very high position. He was a Past Master
the Book of Constitutions but it is hardly of the Lodge of Antiquity, of which Wilnecessary to say that they need historical liam Preston was a member, and of whom
Jones was an intimate friend, and one of
confirmation. Preston says
"During his administration, several his executors. Preston had thoroughly
learned men were initiated into the Order, instructed him in his system, and after the
and the society considerably increased in death of that distinguished Mason, he was
Ingenious the first to fill the appointment of Prestoconsequence and reputation.
In 1797 he published Maartists daily resortea to England, where nian lecturer.
sonic Miscellanies in Prose and Poetry, which
they met with great encouragement
Lodges were instituted as seminaries of went through many editions, the last being
instruction in the sciences and polite arts, that of 1811. In a graceful dedication to
after the model of the Italian schools the Preston, he acknowledges his indebtedness
communications of the Fraternity were es- to him for any insight that he may have
tablished, and the annual festivals regu- acquired into the nature and design of Masonry. In 1816, he contributed the article
larly observed."
There may be exaggeration or assump- " Masonry or Freemasonry " to the Encywriter

—
—

;

;

tion in much of this, but it cannot be denied that the office of Jones as "King's
Architect," and his labors as the most ex-

2Y

25

In 1821, after the
death of Preston, he published an edition
of the Illustrations, with Additions and Corclopcedia Londinensis.

:

JOPPA

JOSHUA

Bro. Matthew Cooke (London
Freemason's Magazine, Sept., 1859,) says of
him " In the Masonic Craft, Bro. Jones
was very deeply versed. He was a man of
genial sympathies, and a great promoter
of social gatherings." John Britton the
architect, who knew him well, says of him,
(Auiobiog., p. 302,) that "he was a man of
mild disposition, strict honesty, great in-

At these fords, in summer time,
the water is not more than three or four
feet deep, the bottom being composed of a
hard limestone rock. If, as some think,
the fords thirty miles higher up are those
referred to, the same description will apply.
At either place, the Jordan is about eighty
feet wide its banks encumbered by a dense
growth of tamarisks, cane, willows, thornbushes, and other low vegetation of the
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:

and unblemished character." In his
he was in embarrassed circumstances, and derived pecuniary aid from
He died, on Dec.
the Literary Fund.

dustry,

latter days

20, 1828, of dropsy, in

King

St.,

Holborn,

London.

A

Mizpah.

;

shrubby and thorny sorts, which make it
difiicult even to approach the margin of the
stream. The Arabs cross the river at the
present day, at stages of low water, at a
number of fords, from the one near the
point where the Jordan leaves the sea of

town of Palestine and the
Joppa.
seaport of Jerusalem, from which it is dis- Galilee, down to the Pilgrims' Ford, six
tant about forty miles in a westerly direc- miles above the Dead Sea. Morris: i'Veetion.
It was here that the King of Tyre masonry in the Holy Land, p. 316.
sent ships laden with timber and marble to
Josepll II. This emperor of Gerbe forwarded overland to Solomon for the many, who succeeded his mother Maria
construction of the Temple. Its shore is Theresii, atone time encouraged the Masons
exceedingly rough, and much dreaded by in his dominions, and, notwithstanding the
navigators, who, on account of its exposure, efforts of the priests to prevent it, issued a
and the perpendicularity of its banks, are decree in 1785, written, says Lenning, by
compelled to be perpetually on their guard. his own hand, which permitted the meetThe following extract from the narrative ings of Lodges under Certain restrictions as
of the Baron Geramb, a Trappist, who to number. In this decree he says
" In return for their compliance with this
visited the Holy Land in 1842, will be in" Yesterday ordinance, the government accords to the
teresting to Mark Masters.
morning at daybreak, boats put off and Freemasons welcome, protection, and libsurrounded the vessel to take us to the erty leaving entirely to their own directown (of Joppa), the access to which is diffi- tion the control of their members and their
cult on account of the numerous rocks thai constitutions. The government will not atpresent to view their bare flanks.
The walls tempt to penetrate into their mysteries.
" Following these directions, the Order of
were covered with spectators, attracted by
curiosity.
The boats being much lower Freemasons, in which body are comprised a
than the bridge, upon which one is obliged great number of worthy men who are wellto climb, and having no ladder, the landing
known to me, may become useful to the
is not effected without danger.
More than state."
once it has happened that passengers, in
But the Austrian Masons did not enjoy
springing out, have broken their limbs; and this tolerance long the Emperor at length
we might have met with the like accident, yielded to the counsels and the influence of
if several persons had not hastened to our the bigoted priesthood, and in 1789 the orassistance."
[Pilgrimage to Jerusalem and dinance was rescinded, and the Lodges were
Mount Sinai, vol. i., p. 27.) The place is forbidden to congregate under the severest
;

;

now

called Jaffa.

Jordan. A

penalties.
river of Judea,

on the

banks of which occurred the slaughter of
the Ephraimites, which is alluded to in the
second degree.

Jordan, Charles Stephen.

Seof the King of Prussia,
and Vice President of the Academy of
Sciences in Berlin, was born in the "year
1700, and died in the year 1745.
In the
year 1740, he founded, with the Baron von
Bielfeld, the Lodge of Three Globes at
Berlin, of which he was Secretary until the
time of his death.
cret counsellor

Jordan, Fords

of the. The exact
locality of these fords (or "passages," as
the Bible terms them,) cannot now be designated, but most likely they were those
nearly due east of Seikoot, and opposite

Josephns, Flavlus. A

Jewish aucentury, and
wrote in Greek, among other works, a History of the Jews, to which recourse has been
had in some of the high degrees, such as
the Prince of Jerusalem, and Knight of the
Red Cross, or Red Cross of Babylon, for dethor

who

lived in the

first

framing their rituals.
high priest who, with
Zerubbabel the Prince of Judah, superintended the rebuilding of the Temple after
the Babylonian captivity. He was the high
priest by lineal descent from the pontifical
family, for he was the son of Josadek, who
was the son of Seraiah, who was the high
priest when the Temple was destroyed by
the Chaldeans. He was distinguished for
the zeal with which he prosecuted the work
tails in

Joshua. The

JOURNEY
of rebuilding, and opposed the interference
of the Samaritans.
He is represented by
the High Priest in the Eoyal Arch degree
according to the York and American Rites.
Journey. Journeywork, or work by
the day, in contradistinction to task, or
work by the piece, and so used in all the
old Constitutions. Thus, in the Dowland
MS., there is the charge " that noe maister
nor fellowe, put no lord's work to taske
that was want to goe to jornaye." It was
fairer to the lord and to the craftsman to
work by tlie day than by the piece.
Journeyman. When the Lodges
were altogether operative in their character, a Mason, having served his apprentice-

began to work tor himself, and he was
then called a, journeyman; but he was required, within a reasonable period, (in
Scotland it was two years,) to obtain admission into a Lodge, when he was said to
have passed a Fellow Craft. Hence the
distinction between Fellow Crafts and journeymen was that the former were and the
latter were not members of Lodges.
Thus,
in the minutes of St. Mary's Chapel Lodge
of Edinburgh, on the 27th of December,
1689, it was declared that "No Ma.ster shall
employ a person who has not been passed
a Fellow Craft in two years after the expiring of his apprenticeship " and the names
of several journeymen are given who had
not complied with the law. A similar regulation was repeated by the same Lodge in
1705, coni.plaint having been made " that
there are several Masteris of this house
ship,

;

that tolerate jurnimen to work up and down
this citie contrary to their oath of admission " and such journeymen were forbidden
to seek employment.
The patronage of
the Craft of Freemasons was bestowed only
on those who had become '' free of the gild."
significant word in the high
Jova.
degrees.
It is a corrupted form of the Tet;

A

ragrammaton.

A

corrupted form of the TetraJua.
grammatoii, and a significant word in the
high degrees.
Judah. The whole of Palestine was
sometimes called the land of Judah, because Judah was a distinguished tribe in
obtaining possession of the country. The
tribe of Judah bore a lion in its standard,
and hence the Masonic allusion to the Lion
of the tribe of Judah. See also Genesis
xlix. 9, " Judah is a lion's whelp."
Benjamin. Of the
twelve tribes of Israel who were, at various
times, carried into captivity, only two, those
of Judah and Benjamin, returned under
Zerubbabel to rebuild the second Temple.
Hence, in the high degrees, which are
founded on events that occurred at and
after the building of the second Temple,

Judab and
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made only to the tribes of
Judah and Benjamin.
Jug KiOdges. An opprobrious epithet
the allusions are

bestowed, during the anti-Masonic excitement, upon certain assemblages of worthless
men who pretended to confer the degrees
upon candidates weak enough to confide in
them.
They derived their instructions
from the so-called expositions of Morgan,
and exacted a trifling fee for initiation,
which was generally a jug of whiskey, or

money enough

to buy one.
They were
found in the mountain regions of North
and South Carolina and Georgia.

Junior Adept.
of the degrees of the

{Junior Adepfus.) One
German Eose Croix.

Junior Entered

Apprentice.

of the early part
of the last century, the Junior Entered
Apprentice was placed in the North, and
his duty was to keep out all cowans and
eavesdroppers.
There was also a Senior
Entered Apprentice, and the two seem to
have occupied, in some manner, the positions now occupied by the Senior and
Junior Deacons. See Senior Entered Ap-

According

to the rituals

prentice.

Junior Overseer. The
cer in a

Mark Lodge.

lowest

ofli-

When Royal Arch

Chapters are opened in the Mark degree,
the duties of the Junior Overseer are performed by the Grand Master of the firsjt
Veil.

Warden.

The third officer
Junior
in a symbolic Lodge. He presides over
the Craft during the hours of refreshment,
and, in the absence of the Master and Senior Warden, he performs the duty of presiding officer. Hence, if the Master and
Senior Warden were to die or remove from
the jurisdiction, the Junior Warden would
assume the chair for the remainder of the
term. The jewel of the Junior Warden is
a plumb, emblematic of the rectitude of
conduct which should distinguish the
brethren when, during the hours of refreshment, they are beyond the precincts
of the Lodge. His seat is in the South,
and he represents the Pillar of Beauty.
He has placed before him, and carries in
procession, a column, which is the representative of the left-hand pillar which stood
See Wardens.
at the porch of the Temple.
The sixth officer in a Commandery of
Knights Templars is also styled Junior
Warden. His duties, especially in the reception of candidates, are very important.
His jewel of office is an Eagle holding a
Flaming Sword.
Jupiter, Knight of. See KnigM
of Jupiter.

Jurisdiction of aOrand liOdge.

jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge extends
over every Ledge working within its terri-

The
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JUST

and over all places not already
occupied by a Grand Lodge. The territo-

torial limits,

of a

rial limits

ries

Grand Lodge

are deter-

by the political boundaof the country in which it is placed.

mined

in general

Lodge can extend

a Lodge is
which it exercises
own members wherever they may

that penal jurisdiction

over its
be situated.

its jurisdiction extend beyond
these limits into any of the neighboring

is

territorial limits

New York

are

Nor can

The Grand Lodge of New York
could not, therefore, without an infringement of Masonic usage, grant a Warrant
of Constitution to any Lodge located in
any State where there was already a Grand
Lodge. It might, however, charter a Lodge
in a Territory where there is not in existence a Grand Lodge of that Territory.
Thus the Lodges of France held of the
Grand Lodge of England until the formation of a Grand Lodge of France, and the
Grand Lodges of both England, Scotland,
and France granted Warrants to various
Lodges in America until after the Revolution, when the States began to organize
Grand Lodges for themselves. For the purpose of avoiding collision and unfriendly
feeling, it has become the settled usage,
that when a Grand Lodge has been legally
organized in a Slate, all the Lodges within
its limits must surrender the charters which
they have received from foreign bodies, and
accept new ones from the newly established Grand Lodge. This is the settled
and well-recognized law of American and
English Masonry.
But the continental
Masons, and especially the Germans, have
not so rigidly interpreted this law of unoccupied territory ; and there have been in
France, and still are in Germany, several
Grand Lodges in the same kingdom exercising co-ordinate powers.
States.

Jurisdiction of a liOdge.

The

jurisdiction of a Lodge is geographical or
personal. The geographical jurisdiction of
a Lodge is that which it exercises over the
territory within which it is situated, and

extends to

the Masons, affiliated and
live within that territory.
This jurisdiction extends to a point equally
distant from the adjacent Lodge.
Thus,
if two Lodges are situated within twenty
miles of each other, the geographical jurisdiction of each will extend ten miles from
its seat in the direction of the other Lodge.
But in this case both Lodges must be situated in the same State, and hold their Warrants from the same Grand Lodge; for it
is a settled point of Masonic law that no
unaffiliated,

all

who

geographical juris-

own Grand Lodge.
The personal Jurisdiction of

of the Grand
circumscribed
within the settled bouudaries of that State.

Thus the
Lodge of

its

diction beyond the territorial limits of its

No

may remove from

matter how far a Mason
the Lodge of which he

a member, his allegiance to that Lodge
indefeasible so long as he continues a
member, and it may exercise penal jurisdiction over him.
is

Jurisdiction of a
Council. The Masonic

Supreme

jurisdiction of
the whole territory of the United States
for the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite

was divided between the Southern and
Northern Supreme Councils in accordance
with a special concession made by the former body in 1813, when the latter was organized. By this concession the Northern
Supreme Council has jurisdiction over the
States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana;
all the other States and Territories are under the jurisdiction of the Southern Su-

preme Council.

Justice. One of the

four cardinal viris inculcated in

which

tues, the practice of

the first degree. The Mason who remembers
how emphatically he has been charged to
preserve an upright position in all his dealings with mankind, should never fail to act
justly to himself, to his brethren, and to
the world. This is the corne:-stone on
which alone he can expect " to erect a superstructure alike honorable to himself and
to the Fraternity." In iconology, Justice
is usually represented as a matron with
bandaged eyes, holding in one hand a
sword and in the other a pair of scales at
equipoise. But in Masonry the true symbol of Justice, as illustrated in the first degree, is the feet firmly planted on the ground,
and the body upright.
Justification. The fifth degree in
the Rite of Fessler.
Just liOdge. A Lodge is said to be
Just, Perfect, and Regular under the fol-

lowing circumstances: Just, when it is furnished with the three Great Lights; Per-

when it contains the constitutional
number of members and Regular, when it
is working under a Charter of Warrant
fect,

;

of Constitution emanating from the legal
authority.

KAABA

KABBALA
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K.
ICaaba. The name

of the holy tem-

which is to the Mohammeans what the Temple of Solomon was to
It is certainly older, as Gibbon
the Jews.
admits, than the Christian era, and is gupposed, by the tradition of the Arabians, to
nave been erected in the nineteenth century B. C., by Abraham, who was assisted
by his son Ishmael. It derives its name
of Kaaba from its cubical form, it being
fifteen feet long, wide, and high.
It has
but one aperture for light, which is a door

Sle of Mecca,

in the east end. In the north-east corner is
a black stone, religiously venerated by the
Mussulmans, called " the black stone of the

Kaaba," around which cluster many
ditions.

One of these

that

is

it

tra-

came down

from Paradise, and was originally as white
as milk, but that the sins of mankind turned
it black ; another is, that it is a ruby which
was originally one of the precious stones
of heaven, but that

God

deprived

it

of

its

which would have illuminated
the world from one end to the other. Syed
Ahmed, who, for a Mussulman, has written
a very rational History of the Holy Mecca,

brilliancy,

(London, 1870,) says that the black stone
really a piece of rock from the mountains in the vicinity of Mecca; that it owes
its black color to the effects of fire and that
before the erection of the temple of the
Kaaba, it was no other than one of the
numerous altars erected for the worship of
God, and was, together with other stones,
laid up in one of the corners of the temple at the time of its construction. It is,
in fact, one of the relics of the ancient
stone worship yet it reminds us of the
foundation-stone of the Solomonic Temple,
to which building the temple of the Kaaba
has other resemblances. Thus, Syed Ahmed, who, in opposition to most Christian
writers, devoutly believes in its Abrahamic
origin, says that (p. 6,) "the temple of the
Kaaba was built by Abraham in conformity
with those relisious practices according to
which, after a lapse of time, the descendants of his second son built the Temple of
Jerusalem."
Kabbala. The mystical philosophy
or theosophy of the Jews is called the
Kabbala. The word is derived from the
is

;

;

Hebrew '730, Kabal, signifying to receive,
because it' is, the doctrine received from
the elders. It has sometimes been used in
an enlarged sense, as comprehending all
the explanations, maxims, and ceremonies
which have been traditionally handed down
to the Jews; but in that more limited acceptation, in which it is intimately connected with the symbolic science of Free-

masonry, the Kabbala may be defined to be a
system of philosophy which embraces certain mystical interpretations of Scripture,
and metaphysical speculations concerning
the Deity, man, and spiritual beings. In
these interpretations and speculations, according to the Jewish doctors, were enveloped the most profound truths of religion,
which, to be comprehended by finite beings,
are obliged to be revealed through the me-

dium of symbols and

allegories.

Buxtorf

[Lex. Talm.,) defines the Kabbala to be a
secret science, which treats in a mystical
and enigmatical manner of things divine,
angelical, theological, celestial, and metaphysical ; the subjects being enveloped in
striking symbols and secret modes of teaching.
Much use is made of it in the high
degrees, and entire Eites have been constructed on its principles. Hence it demands a place in any general work on Masonry.
In what estimation the Kabbala is held
by Jewish scholars, we may learn from the
traditions which they teach, and which Dr.
Ginsburg has given in his exhaustive work,
{Kabbalah, p. 84,) in the following words:
" The Kabbalah was first taught by God

himself to a select company of angels, who
formed a theosophic school in Paradise.
After the fall, the angels most graciously
communicated this heavenly doctrine to
the disobedient child of earth, to furnish
the protoplasts with the means of returning to their pristine nobility and felicity.
From Adam it passed over to Noah, and
then to Abraham, the friend of God, who
emigrated with it to Egypt, where the
patriarch allowed a portion of this mysterious doctrine to ooze out. It was in this
way that the Egyptians obtained some
knowledge of it, and the other Eastern nations could introduce it into their philosophical systems. Moses, who was learned in
all the wisdom of Egypt, was first initiated
into it in the land of his b'irth, but became
most proficient in it during his wanderings
in the wilderness, when he not only devoted
to it the leisure hours of the Whole forty
years, but received lessons in it from one of
the angels. By the aid of this mysterious
science, the lawgiver was enabled to solve
the difficulties which' arose during his management of the Israelites, in spite of the
pilgrimages, wars, and the frequent miseries
of the nation. He covertly laid down the
principles of this secret doctrine in the first
tour books of the Pentateuch, but withheld
them from Deuteronomy. This constitutes
the former the man, and the latter the
woman. Moses also initiated the seventy

KABBALA

390

elders into the secrets of this doctrine,

KABBALA
and origin of the Kabbala has been placed by
some scholars at a period posterior to the

they again transmitted them from hand to
hand. Of all who formed the unbroken
line of tradition, David and Solomon were
No one,
first initiated into the Kabbalah.
however, dared to write it down till Simon
ben Jochai, who lived at the time of the
destruction of the second Temple. Having
been condemned to death by Titus, Eabbi
Simon managed to escape with his son, and
concealed himself in a cavern, where he refor twelve years.
Here in this subterranean abode, he occupied himself entirely with the contemplation of the sublime Kabbalah, and was constantly visited
by the prophet Elias, who disclosed to him
some of its secrets, which were still concealed from the theosophical Eabbi. Here,
too, his disciples resorted to be initiated by
their master into tliese divine mysteries;
and here Simon ben Jochai expired with
this heavenly doctrine in his mouth, whilst
discoursing on it to his disciples. Scarcely
had his spirit departed, when a dazzling light
filled the cavern, so that no one could look
at the Eabbi; whilst a burning fire appeared outside, forming as it were a sentinel at the entrance of the cave, and denying
admittance to the neighbors. It was not
till the light inside, and the fire outside,
had disappeared, that the disciples perceived that the lamp of Israel was extinguished. As they were preparing for his
obsequies, a voice was heard from heaven,
saying, 'Come ye to the marriage of Simon
b. Jochai
he is entering into peace, and
shall rest in his chamber
A flame preceded the coffin, which seemed enveloped
by and burning like fire. And when the
remains were deposited in the tomb, another
voice was heard from heaven, saying, 'This
is he who caused the earth to quake and
the kingdoms to shake '
His son, E.

mained

;

!

'

I

filiezer,

and his secretary, E. Abba, as

well as his disciples, then collated E. Simon
and out of these composed the celebrated work called Sohar,
(*inD)) i- e., Splendor, which is the grand
storehouse olf Kabbalism."
The Kabbala is divided into two kinds,
the Practical and the Theoretical. The
Practical Kabbala is occupied in instructions for the construction of talismans a,nd
amulets, and has no connection with Masonic science. The Theoretical Kabbala
is again divided into the Dogmatic and
b. Jochai's treatises,

the Literal. The Dogmatic Kabbala is the
summary of the rabbinical theosophy and
philosophy. The Literal Kabbala ia the
science which teaches a mystical mode of
explaining sacred things by a peculiar use
of the letters of words, and a reference to
their value.
Each of these divisions demands a separate attention.
I.

The Dogmatic Kabbala.

The

advent of Christianity, but it is evident,
from the traces of it which are found in the

Book of Daniel, that

it

arose at a

much

been supposed to be
derived originally from the system of Zoroaster, but whether its inventors were the
It has

earlier day.

contemporaries or the successors of that
philosopher and reformer it is impossible
The doctrine of emanation is,
to say.
says King, [Gnostics, p. 10,) " the soul, the
essential element of the Kabbala; it is likewise the essential element of Zoroastrism."
But as we advance in the study of each we
will find important differences, showing
that, while the idea of the Kabbalistic theosophy was borrowed from the Zendavesta,
the sacred book of the Persian sage, it waa
not a copy, but a development of it.
The Kabbalistic teaching of emanation
is best understood by an examination of
the doctrine of the Sephiroth.
The Supreme Being, say the Kabbalists,
is an absolute and inscrutable unity, haying nothing without him and everything
within him. He is called «inD TX, EN
SOPH, " The Infinite One." In this infinitude he cannot be comprehended by the
intellect, nor described in words intelligible
by human minds, so as to make his existence perceptible. It was necessary, therefore, that, to render himself comprehensible,
the En Soph should make himself active
and creative. But he could not become the
direct creator; because, being infinite, he is
without will, intention, thought, desire, or
action, all of which are qualities of a finite
being only. The En Soph, therefore, waa
compelled to create the world in an indirect

manner, by ten emanations from the infinlight which he was and in which he
dwelt. These ten emanations are the ten
Sephiroth, or Splendors of the Infinite One,
and the way in which they were produced
was thus At first the En Soph sent Ibrth
into space one spiritual emanation. This
first Sephira is called "in3, Kether, "the
Crown," because it occupies the highest
This first Sephira contained
position.
within it the other nine, which sprang forth
in the following order: At first a male, or
active potency, proceeded from it, and this,
the second Sephira, is called nDDHi
Chocmah or " Wisdom." This sent forth
an opposite, female or passive potency,
ite

:

named HJO, £inah or "Intelligence."
These three Sephiroth constitute the first
triad, and out of them proceeded the other
seven.
From the junction of Wisdom and
came

the fourth Sephirah,
Chesed or "Mercy."
This
was a male potency, and from it emanated
the fifth Sephira, named n"<134' Giburah
or "Justice." The union of Mercy and
Intelligence

called

ipn,

:

:
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the
sixth
Sephira, the "Pillar of Mercy;" and the three on
Tiphereth or "Beauty;" and the left, the " Pillar of Justice." They althese three constitute the second triad. lude to these two qualities of God, of which
From the sixth Sephira came forth the the benignity of the one modifies the rigor
seventh Sephira, r?VX Nitzach or " Firm- of the other, so that the Divine Justice is
ness." This was a male potency, and pro- always tempered by the Divine Mercy. C.
duced the female potency named TlHi Hod W. King, in his Gnostics, (p. 12,) refers the
or " Splendor." From these two proceeded right-hand pillar to the Pillar Jachin, and
"7^Q*, liod or "Foundation;" and these the left-hand pillar to the Pillar Boaz,
three constituted the third triad of the which stood at the porch of the Temple;
Sephiroth. Lastly, from the Foundation and "these two pillars," he says, "figure
came the tenth Sephira, called noSn, largely amongst all the secret societies of
Malcuth or " Kingdom," which was at the modern times, and naturally so for these
illuminati have borrowed, without underfoot of all, as the Crown was at the top.
This division of the ten Sephiroth into standing it, the phraseology of the Kabbathree triads was arranged into a form lists and the Valentinians." But an incalled by the Kabbalists the Kabbalistic spection of the arrangement of the. SephiTree, or the Tree of Life, as shown in the roth will show, if he is correct in his general reference, that he has transposed the
following diagram
pillars.
Firmness would more naturally
symbolize Boaz or Strength, as Splendor
would Jachin or Establishment.
These ten Sephiroth are collectively denominated the archetypal man, the Microcosm, as the Greek philosophers called it,
and each of them refers to a particular part
of the body. Thus the Crown is the head/
Wisdom, the brain; and Intelligence, the
heart, which was deemed the seat of understanding. These three represent the inteland the first triad is therefore
lectual
Mercy is the
called the Intellectual World.
right arm, and Justice the left arm, and
Beauty is the chest. These three represent
moral qualities; and hence the second triad
is called the Moral World. Firmness is the
right leg. Splendor the left leg, and Foundation the privates. These three represent
power and stability; and hence the third
Lastly,
triad is called the Material World.
Kingdom is the/ee<, the basis on which all
stand, and represents the harmony of the
whole archetypal man.
Again, each of these Sephiroth was represented by a Divine name and by an Angelic name, which may be thus tabulated

Justice

produced

n"lN£}n>

;

;

Sephiroth.

Divine Names.

Crown,

Eheyeh,

Wisdom,

Jah,

Intelligence,

Jehovah,

Mercy,

El,

Justice,

Eloha,

Beauty,
Firmness,
Splendor,
Foundation,

Elohim,
Jehovah Sahaoth,
Elohim Sabaoth,
El Chai,

Kingdom.

Adonai.

Angelic Names.

Chajoth,
Ophaniln,
Arelim,

Cashmalim,
Seraphim,
Shinanim,
Tarshishim,
Beni Elohim,
Ishim,

Cherubim.

These ten Sephiroth constitute in their
totality the Atzilatic world or the world
In this diagram the vertical arrangement
of the Sephiroth is called " Pillars." Thus
the four Sephiroth in the centre are called
**- " "
the Middle Pillar ;" the three on the right.

of emanations, and from it proceeded three
other worlds, each having also its ten Sephiroth, namely, the Briatic world or the world
of creation; the Jetziratic world or the
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and the Ashiatio
world of formation
world or the world of action each inhab;

:

by a different order of beings. But to
enter fully upon the nature of these worlds
would carry us too far into the obscure
mysticism of the Kabbala.
These ten Sephiroth, represented in their
order of ascent from the lowest to the
highest, from the Foundation to the Crown,
forcibly remind us of the system of Mystical Ladders which pervaded all the ancient
as well as the modern initiations; the
Brahraanical Ladder of the Indian mystethe Ladder of Mithras, used in the
ries
Persian mysteries; the Scandinavian Ladder of the Gothic mysteries, and in the Masonic mysteries the Ladder of Kadosh and
lastly, the Theological Ladder of the Symbolical degrees.

ited

;

;

n. The Literal Kabbala.. This

divi-

sion of the Kabbala, being, as has already
been said, occupied in the explanation of
sacred words by the value of the letters of
which they are composed, has been extensively used by the inventors of the high
degrees in the symbolism of their significant words. It is divided into three species: Gematria, Notaricon,

and Temmra.

Gematria. This word, which is evidently a rabbinical corruption of the
Greek geometria, is defined by Buxtorf to
be "a species of the Kabbala which collects the same sense of different words from
their equal numerical value." The Hebrews, like other ancient nations, having
no figures in their language, made use of
the letters of their alphabet instead of
1.

numbers, each having a numerical value.
Gematria is, therefore, a mode of contemplating words according to the numerical
value of their letters.
Any two words, the letters of which have
the same numerical value, are mutually
convertible, and each is supposed to contain the latent signification of the other.
Thus the words in Genesis xlix. 10, "Shiloh
shall come," are supposed to contain a
prophecy of the Messiah, because the letters
of "Shiloh shall come," nVffXT, and of
"Messiah," n'ti-'O. both have the numerical value of 358, according to the above
table.
By Gematria, applied to the Greek
language, we find the identity oi Abraxas
and Mithras. The letters of each word
having in the Greek alphabet the equal
value of 365. This is by far the most
common mode of applying the literal Kabbala.
2.

Notaricon

is

derived from the Latin

notarius, a short-hand writer or writer in

cipher.

The Roman

the Kabbalists, notaricon i-s a mode of constructing one word out of the initials or
finals of many, or a sentence out of the
letters of a word, each letter being used
Thus of
as the initial of another word.
the sentence in Deuteronomy xxx. 12,
" Who shall go up for us to heaven?" in
Hebrew nD'OtT'n 1 jS n"?;;' 'D, the initial letters
of each word are taken to form the word
nVn, " circumcision," and the finals to form
,-np\' "Jehovah;" hence it is concluded
that Jehovah hath shown circumcision to
be the way to heaven. Again: the six
letters
of the first word in Genesis,
ri'£J'N^3"in the beginning," are made
use of to form the initials of six words
which constitute a sentence signifying that
" In the beginning God saw that Israel
would accept the law," min SxiE/' "hiO'Vf

Notarii were accus-

tomed to use single letters, to signify whole
words with other methods of abbreviation,
by marks called " notae." Hence, among

3.

Temura

is

a rabbinical word which

signifies permutation.

Hence temura

is

a

Kabbalistic result produced by a change
or permutation of the letters of a word.
Sometimes the letters are transposed to
form another word, as in the modern anagram; and sometimes the letters are
changed for others, according to certain
fixed rules of alphabetical permutation,
the 1st letter being placed for the 22d, the
2d for the 21st, the 3d for the 20th, and so
on. It is in this way that Babel, ^12, is
made out of Sheshach, "ISJ'tP, and hence the
Kabbalists say that when Jeremiah used
the word Sheshach (xxv. 26) he referred to
Babel.
secret society
Kadiri, Order of.
existing in Arabia, which so much resem-

A

Freemasonry in its object and forms,
that Lieut. Burton, who succeeded in obtaining initiation into it, calls the members
"Oriental Freemasons." Burton gives a
very interesting account of the Order in his
bles

Pilgrimage

to

Kadosli.

El Medinah and Mecca.
The name of a very im-

many of the Masonic
The word W\p is Hebrew, and sig-

portant degree in
Rites.

and is thus intended to denote the elevated character of
the degree and the sublimity of the truths
which distinguish it and its possessors from
the other degrees. Pluche says that in the
East, a person preferred to honors bore a
sceptre, and sometimes a plate of gold on
the forehead, called a Kadosh, to apprise
the people that the bearer of this mark or
rod was a public person, who possessed the
privilege of entering into hostile camps
without the fear of losing his personal
nifies holy or consecrated,

liberty.

The degree of Kadosh, though found

in
Rites and in various countries,
seems, in all of them, to have been more
or less connected with the Knights Tern-

many of the

:

KELLY

KADOSH
plars.

In some of the Eites

it

was placed

at the head of the list, and was then dignified as the " ne plus ultra " of Masonry.
It was sometimes given as a separate
order or Rite within itseltj and then it was
divided into the three degrees of Illustrious Knight of the Temple, Knight of
the Black Eagle, and Grand Elect.
Oliver enumerates six degrees of Kadosh

the Knight Kadosh Kadosh of the Chapter of Clermont; Philosophical Kadosh;
Kadosh Prince of Death and Kadosh of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Ilite.
The French rituals speak of seven Kadosh of the Hebrews Kadosh of the first
Christians Kadosh of the Crusades Kadosh of the Templars Kadosh of Cromwell or the Puritans; Kadosh of the JesBut I doubt
uits; and the True Kadosh.
the correctness of this enumeration, which
cannot be sustained by documentary evidence. In all of these Kadoshes the doctrine and the modes of recognition are
substantially the same, though in most of
them the ceremonies of initiation differ.
Ragon mentions a Kadosh which is said
to have been established at Jerusalem in
1118; but here he undoubtedly refers to the
Order of Knights Templars. He gives also
in his Tuileur General the nomenclature of
no less than fourteen Kadosh degrees.
The doctrine of the Kadosh system is
that the persecutions of the Knights Templars by Philip the Fair of France, and
Pope Clement V., however cruel and sanguinary in its results, did not extinguish the
Order, but ic continued to exist under the
forms of Freemasonry. That the ancient
Templars are the modern Kadoshes, and
that the builder at the Temple of Solomon
is now replaced by James de Molay, the
martyred Grand Master of the Templars,
the assassins being represented by the king
of France, the Pope, and Naffodei the informer against the Order or, it is sometimes said, by the three informers, Squin
de Florian, Naffodei, and the Prior of Montfauqon.
As to the history of the Kadosh degree, it
is said to have been first invented at Lyons,
in France, in 1743, where it appeared under
the name of the Petit Elu. This degree,
which is said to have been based upon the
Templar doctrine heretofore referred to,
was afterwards developed into the Kadosh,
which we find in 1758 incorporated as the
Grand Elect Kadosh into the system of the
Council of Emperors of the East and West,
which was that year formed at Paris, whence
it descended to the Scottish Rite Masons.
Of all the Kadoshes, two only are now
important, viz. the Philosophic Kadosh,
which has been adopted by the Grand
Orient of France, and the Knight Kadosh,
;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

:
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which

constitutes the thirtieth degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
this latter being the most generally diffused
of the Kadoshes.
Kadosli, called also the Holy Man.
(Kadoschou I' Homme Saint.) The tenth and
last degree of the Rite of Martinism.

Kadosb, Crrand, Elect Knight.
The

sixty-fifth degree of the Rite of

Miz-

raim.

Kadosh, Knight.

The

degree of the Scottish Rite.
Kadosh.

thirtieth

See Knight

Kadosh

of the Jesuits. According to Thory, [Act. Lat., i. 320,) this degree
is said to have been invented by the Jesuits
of the College of Clermont. The statement is not well supported. De Bonneville's Masonic Chapter of Clermont was
probably, either with or without design,
confounded with the Jesuitical College of
Clermont. See Jesuits.

A

Kadosh,

modifiPhilosophic.
cation of the original Kadosh, for which it
has been substituted and adopted by the
Grand Orient of France. The military

character of the Order is abandoned, and
the Philosophic Kadosh wear no swords.
Their only weapon is the Word.
degree of the
Kadosh, Prince.
collection of Pyron.

A

Kadosh Prince of Death.

The

twenty-seventh degree of the Rite of Mizraim.

Kamea.

Hebrew,

]7'Dp,

an amulet.

particularly applied by the Kabbalists to magic squares inscribed on paper
or parchment, and tied around the neck as
a safeguard against evil. See Magic Squares.
Latinized spelling of
Kasideans.
Chasidim, which see.
Katharsis. Greek, Kadapms. The
ceremony of purification in the Ancient
Muller says {Dorians, i. 384,)
Mysteries.
that "one of the important parts of the
Pythagorean worship was the pcean, which
was sung to the lyre in spring-tinie by a
person sitting in the midst of a circle of
listeners: this was called the katharsis or

More

A

purification."

Keeper of the

An

Seals.

officer

Garde des Sceaux in Lodges of the
French Rite. It is also the title of an
called

of the Scottish Rite.
indicates the functions

officer in Consistories

The

title sufficiently

of the

office.

Kelly, Christopher.
plagiarist,

who

A

stole bodily the

Masonic
whole of

the typical part of the celebrated work of
Samuel Lee entitled Orbis Miraculum, or
The Temple of Solomon pourtrayed by Scripture Light, and published it as his own under
the title of Solomon's Temple spiritualized
setting forth the Divine Mysteries of the Tern,-

:
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KEY-STONE

He
pie, with an account of Us Destruction.
prefaced the book with An Address to all
Free and Accepted Masons. The first edition was published at Dublin in 1803, and
on his removal to America he published a
second in 1820, at Philadelphia. Kellywas, unfortunately, a Freemason, but not an
honest one.
Key. "The key," says Dr. Oliver,
[Landm., i. 180,) "is one of the most important symbols of Freemasonry. It bears
the appearance of a common metal instrument, confined to the performance of one
simple act. But the well-instructed brother
beholds in it the symbol which teaches him
to keep a tongue of good report, and to abstain from the debasing vices of slander
and defamation." Among the ancients the
key was a symbol of silence and circumand thus Sophocles alludes to it
spection
in the (Edipus Ooloneus, (1051) where he
makes the chorus speak of "the golden
key which had come upon the tongue of
the ministering hierophant in the mysteries
of Eleusis
(jv nat ^pvaSa kXijc ctt^ yX^acijt
;

—

l^i^ane TrpoaTrdluv ev/ioXindav,"

Callimachua

says that the priestess of Ceres bore a key
as the ensign of her mystic ofiice. The key
was in the mysteries of Isis a hieroglyphic
of the opening or disclosing of theheart
and conscience, in the kingdom of death,

and judgment.
In the old rituals of Masonry the key
was an important symbol, and Dr. Oliver
regrets that it has been abandoned in the
modern system. In the rituals of the first
for trial

degree, in the eighteenth century, allusion
is made to a key by whose help the secrets
of Masonry are to be obtained, which key
" is said to hang and not to lie, because it
is always to hang in a brother's defence
and not to lie to his prejudice." It was said,
too, to hang "by the thread of life at the
entrance," and was closely connected with
the heart, because the tongue "ought to
utter nothing but what the heart dictates."
And, finally, this key is described as being
" composed of no metal, but atongue of good
report."
In the ritual of the Master's degree in the Adonhiramite Eite, we find this

catechism
" Q. What do you conceal?
" A. All the secrets which have been intrusted to me.
" Q. Where do you conceal them ?
" A. In the heart.

" Q.

Have you a

l:ey

to gain entrance

"A. Yes, Right Worshipful.
" Q. Where do you keep it?
" A. In a box of coral which opens and
shuts only with ivory keys.
" Q. Of what metal is it composed
?
"A. Of none. It is a tongue obedient

which knows only how fo speat
well of those of whom it speaks in their
absence as in their presence."
All of this shows that the key as a symbol was formerly equivalent to the modern
symbol of the " instructive tongue," which,
however, with almost the same interpretation, has now been transformed to the second or Fellow Craft's degree. The key,
however, is slill preserved as a symbol of
secrecy in the Eoyal Arch degree; and it is
also presented to us in the same sense in
the ivory key of the Secret Master, or
In
fourth degree of the Scottish Rite.
many of the German Lodges an ivory key
is made a part of the Masonic clothing of
each brother, to remind him that he should
lock up or conceal the secrets of Freemasonry in his heart.
But among the ancients the key was also
a symbol of power; and thus among the
Greeks the title of KXeiSov^og, or key-bearer,
to reason,

was bestowed upon one holding high office;
and with the Romans, the keys are given
to the bride on the day of marriage, as a
token that the authority of the house was
bestowed iipon her and if afterwards divorced, they were taken from her, as a
symbol of the deprivation of her office.
Among the Hebrews the key was used in
the same sense. "As the robe and the
baldric," says Lowth, (Is., p. 2, s. 4,) " were
the ensigns of power and authority, so likewise was the key the mark of office, either
;

sacred or civil." Thus in. Isaiah it is said*
" The key of the house of David will I lay
upon his shoulders ; so he shall open, and
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and
none shall open," (xxii. 22.) Our Saviour
expressed a similar idea when he said to St.
Peter, " I will give unto thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven." It is in reference
to this interpretation of the symbol, and
not that of secrecy, that the key has been
adopted as the official jewel of the treasurer of a Lodge, because he has the purse,
the source of power, under his command.
of Masonry. See Knight of
the Sun.
Key-Stone. The stone placed in the
centre of an arch which preserves the
others in their places, and secures firmness
and stability to the arch. As it was formerly the custom of Operative Masons to
place a peculiar mark on each stone of a
building to designate the workman by
whom it had been adjusted, so the KeyStone was most likely to receive the most
prominent mark, that of the superintendent of the structure. Such is related to
have occurred to that Key -Stone which
plays so important a part in the legend of
the Eoyal Arch degree.
The objection has sometimes been made,

Key

KILWINNING

KILWINNING

that the arch was unknown in the time of
Solomon. But this objection has been completely laid at rest by the researches of antiquaries and travellers within a few years
Wilkinson discovered arches with
past.
regular. key-stones in the doorways of the
tombs of Thebes, the construction of which
he traced to the year 1540 B. c, or 460

lished the institution of Freemasonry in
Scotland.
If such be the fact, we must
place the origin of the first Lodge in that
kingdom at an earlier date, by three centuries, than that claimed for it by Lawrie,
which would bring it much nearer, in point
of time, to the great Masonic Assembly,
which is traditionally said to have been
convened in the year 926, by Prince Edwin,
at York, in England.

years before the building of the Temple of
Solomon. And Dr. Clark asserts that the
Cycoplean gallery of Tyrius exhibits lancetshaped arches almost as old as the time of
Abraham. In fact, at the Solomonic era,
the construction of the arch must have
been known to the Dionysian artificers, of
whom, it is the received theory, many were
present at the building of the Temple.
Kilwinning. As the city of York
claims to be the birthplace of Masonry in
England, the obscure little village of Kilwinning is entitled to the same honor Avith
respect to the origin of the Order in the
sister kingdom of Scotland.
The claim to
the honor, however, in each case, depends
on the bare authority of a legend, the authenticity of which is
Masonic historians.

now doubted by many
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There is some collateral evidence to sustain the probability of this early commencement of Masonry in Scotland. It is very
generally admitted that the Eoyal Order of

Herodem was founded by King Eobert
Bruce, at Kilwinning. Thory, in the Acta
Latamorum, gives the following chronicle:
" Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, under
the title of Eobert I., created the Order of
St. Andrew of Chardon, alter the battle of
Bannockburn, which was fought on the 24th
of June, 1314. To this Order was afterwards united that of Herodem, for the sake
of the Scotch Masons, who formed a part
of the thirty thousand troops with whom
he had fought an army of one hundred

A place, which, in it- thousand Englishmen. King Eobert reand wholly undistinguishable served the title of Grand Master to himself
in the political, the literary, or the com- and his successors forever, and founded the
mercial annals of its country, has become Eoyal Grand Lodge of Herodem at Kil-

self small

of great importance in the estimation of
the Masonic antiquary from its intimate
connection with the history of the Institution.

The abbey of Kilwinning is situated in
the bailiwick of Cunningham, about three
miles north of the royal burgh of Irving,
near the Irish Sea. The abbey was founded
in the year 1140, by Hugh Morville, Constable of Scotland, and dedicated to St.
Winning, being intended for a company of
monks of the Tyronesian Order, who had
been brought from Kelso.
The edifice
must have been constructed at great expense, and with much magnificence, since
it is said to have occupied several acres of
ground in its whole extent.
Lawrie (Hist, of Freemasonry) says that,
by authentic documents as well as by other
collateral

arguments which amount almost

to a demonstration, the existence

of the

Kilwinning Lodge has been traced back as
far as the end of the fifteenth century. But

we know that the body of

architects

who

perambulated the continent of Europe
under the name of "Travelling Freemasons," flourished at a much earlier
period and we learn, also, from Lawrie
;

himself, that several of these Masons
travelled into Scotland, about the beginning

of the twelfth century. Hence, we have
every reason to suppose that these men
were the architects who constructed the
abbey at Kilwinning, and who first estab-

winning."
Dr. Oliver says that " the Eoyal Order
Herodem had formerly its chief seat at
Kilwinning; and there is every reason to
think that it and St. John's Masonry were
then governed by the same Grand Lodge."
In 1820, there was published at Paris a
record which states that in 1286, James,
Lord Stewart, received the Earls of Gloucester and Ulster into his Lodge at Kilwinning; which goes to prove that a Lodge
was then existing and in active operation,

of

at that place.

The modern iconoclasts, however, who
are levelling these old legends with unsparing hands, have here been at work.
Brother D. Murray Lyon has attacked the
Bruce legend, and in the London Freemason's Magazine, (18C8, p. 141,) says:
" Seeing that the fraternity of Kilwinning
never at any period practised or acknowledged other than Craft degrees, and have
not preserved even a shadow of a tradition
that can in the remotest degree be held to
identify Eobert Bruce with the holding of
Masonic Courts, or the Institution of a
Secret Order at Kilwinning, the fraternity
of the Herodim ' must be attributed to
another than the hero of Bannockburn, and
a birthplace must he sought for it in a soil
still more favorable to the growth of the
high grades than Scotland has hitherto
proved." He intimates that the legend
was the invention of the Chevalier Eamsay,
'
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themselves the Lodge of High Knights
Templars. But in 1807 the Mother Lodge
I confess that I look upon the legend and of Kilwinning renounced all right of grantthe documents that contain it with some ing charters, and came once more into the
favor, as at least furnishing the evidence bosom of the Grand i;odge, bringing with
that there has been among the Fraternity a her all her daughter Lodges.
Here terminates the connection of Kilgeneral belief of the antiquity of the KilThose, however, whose winning as a place of any special importwinning Lodge.
As
faith is of a more hesitating character, will ance with the Masonry of Scotland.
find the most satisfactory testimonies of the for the abbey, the stupendous fabric which
existence of that Lodge in the beginning was executed by the Freemasons who first
of the fifteenth century. At that period, migrated into Scotland, its history, like that
when James II. was oti the throne, the of the Lodge which they founded, is one
Barons of Roslin, as hereditary Patrons of of decline and decay. In 1560, it was in a
Scotch Masonry, held their annual meet- great measure demolished by Alexander,
ings at Kilwinning, and the Lodge at that Earl of Glencairne, in obedience to i\n
place granted Warrants of Constitution for Order from the States of Scotland, in the
the formation of subordinate Lodges in exercise of their usurped authority during
other parts of the kingdom. The Lodges the imprisonment of Mary Stuart. A few
thus formed, in token of their respect for, years afterwards, a part of the abbey chapel
and submission to, the mother Lodge was repaired and converted into the parish
whence they derived their existence, affixed church, and was used as such until about
the word Kilwinning to their own dis- the year 1776, when, in consequence of its
many instances of which ruinous and dangerous state, it was pulled
tinctive name
are still to be found on the register of the down and an elegant church erected in the
Grand Lodge of Scotland such as Cannon- modern style. In 1789, so much of the
gate Kilwinning, Greenock Kilwinning, ancient abbey remained as to enable Grose,
Cumberland Kilwinning, etc.
the antiquary, to take a sketch of the ruins;
But, in process of time, this Grand Lodge but now not a vestige of the building is to
at Kilwinning ceased to retain its suprembe found, nor can its exact site be asceracy, and finally its very existence.
Aa tained with any precision.
in the case of the sister kingdom, where
Kilwinning Manuscript. Also
the Grand Lodge was removed from York, called the Edinburgh Kilwinning. This
the birthplace of English Masonry, to manuscript derives its name from its being
London, so in Scotland, the supreme seat written in a small quarto book, belonging
of the Order was at length transferred from to the celebrated "Mother Kilwinning
Kilwinning to the metropolis; and hence, Lodge" of Scotland. For its publication,
in the doubtful document entitled the the Masonic Fraternity is indelited to Bro.
" Charter of Cologne," which purports to William James Hughan, who has inserted
have been written in 1542, we find, in a it in his Vr.publuhed Records of the Oraft,
list of nineteen Grand Lodges in Europe,
from a copy made lor him fi-om the original
that that of Scotland is mentioned as sit- by Bro. D. Murray Lyon, of Ayr, Scotland.
ting at Edinburgh, under the Grand Mas- Bro. Lyon, "whilst glancing at the mintership of John Bruce.
In 1736, when the utes of the Lodge of Edinburgh from DecemGrand Lodge of Scotland was organized, ber 27, 1675, till March 12, 1678, was struck
the Kilwinning Lodge was one of its con- with the similarity which the handwriting
stituent bodies, and continued in its obedi- bore to that in which the Kilwinning copy
ence until 1743. In that year petitioned of the Narrative of the Founding of the Craft
to be recognized as the oldest Lodge in Scot- is written, and upon closer examination he
land; but as the records of the original was convinced that in both cases the calliLodge had been lost, the present Lodge graphy is the same." I agree with him in
could not prove, says Lawrie, that it was believing that this proves the date as well
the identical Lodge which had first prac- as the source of the manuscript, which,
tised Freemasonry in Scotland.
The peti- says Bro. Hughan, "was probably written
tion was therefore rejected, and, in con- earlier than A. D. 1670.'
The Anglican
sequence, the Kilwinning Lodge seceded phraseology, and the fact that one of the
from the Grand Lodge and established it- charges requires that Masons should he
self as an independent body.
It organized " liedgemen to the King of England," conLodges in Scotland and several instances clusively show thatthe mahuscnpt was writare on record of its issuing charters as ten in England and introduced into ScotMother Kilwinning Lodge to Lodges in land. It is so much like the text of the Grand
foreign countries. Thus, it granted one to Lodge MS., published by Bro. Hughan in
a Lodge in Virginia in 1758, and another his Old Charges of British M-eemasons, that,
in 1779 to some brethren in Ireland calling to use the language of Bro, Woodford, " it

whose birthplace was in the vicinity of
Kilwinning.

;

—

;

";

KILWINNING
would pass as an
document."

indifferent

KNIGGE
copy of that

Kilwinning, Mother liOdge. For
Scotland, see Kilwinning.
practised in Scotland, so called because it
supposed to have been instituted at the
Oliver uses the
Abbey of Kilwinning.
term in his Mirror for the Johannite Mason),
See Saint John's Masonry.
(p. 120.)
King. The second officer in a Koyal
Arch Chapter. He is the representative of
Zerubbabel, prince or governor of Judah.
When the Chapter meets as a Lodge of
Mark, Past, or Most Excellent Masters, the
King acts as Senior Warden.

is

After the rebuilding of the second Temthe government of the Jews was administered by the high priests as the vicegerents of the kings of Persia, to whom
they paid tribute. This is the reason that
the High Priest is the presiding officer in a
Chapter, and the King only a subordinate.
But in the Chapters of England and Ireland, the King is made the presiding officer.
The jewel of the King is a level surmounted
by a crown suspended within a triangle.
ple,

The Germans call

der bruder kuss; the French, le baiser fraternal.
It is the kiss given in the French
and German Lodges by each brother to his
right and left hand neighbor when the
labors of the Lodge are closed. It is not
adopted in the English or American sysit

tems of Ancient Craft Masonry, although
practised in some of the high degrees.
Kiss of Peace. In the reception
of an Ancient Knight Templar, it was the
practice for the one who received him to
greet him with a kiss upon the mouth.
This, which was called the osculum pads or
kiss of peace, was borrowed by the Templars from the religious orders, in all of
which it was observed. It is not practised

Masonic Teinplarism.

Kloss, Oeorg Burkta. Franz. A
celebrated German Mason and Doctor of
Medicine, who was born in 1788. Dr.
Kloss was initiated into Masonry early in
He reorganized the Eclectic Grand
Lodge, of which he was several times Grand
Master. He resided at Frankfort-on-theMain, where he enjoyed a high reputation
as a physician.
He was the possessor of
an extensive Masonic library, and devoted
himself to the study of the antiquities and
true character of the Masonic institution,
insomuch that he was styled the "teacher
of the German Freemasons." Kloss's theory was that the present Order of Freemasons found its origin in the stone-cutters
and building corporations of the Middle
life.

many

;

Kilwinning System. The Masonry

Kiss, Fraternal.

He

delivered, in the course of his
valuable historical discourses
before the Lodge Zur Einigheit, several
of which were printed and published. Annals of the Lodge Zur Einigheit, Frankfort,
1840 Freemasonry in its true meaning, from
the ancient and genuine documents of the
Stonemasons, Leipsic, 1846
History of
Freemasonry in England, Scotland, and Ireland, Leipsic, 1848 ;
History of the Freemasons of France, from genuine documents,
life,

an account of this body, which was for
some time the rival of the Grand Lodge of

in the receptions of

Ages.

397

A

;

A

and a Bibliography of
Freemasonry, Frankfort, 1844. This last is a
most valuable contribution to Masonic literature.
It contains a list of more than
Darmstadt, 1852

six thousand

;

Masonic works in

all

lan-

guages, with critical remarks on many of
them. Dr. Kloss died at Frankfort, February 10, 1854. Bro. Meisinger, who delivered
" He had
his funeral eulogy, says of him
a rare amount of learning, and was a distinguished linguist; his reputation asaphysician was deservedly great and he added
to these a friendly, tender, amiable disposition, with great simplicity and uprightness of character."
Kneeling. Bending the knees has, in
all ages of the world, been considered as an
act of reverence and humility, and hence
Pliny, the Roman naturalist, observes, that
"a certain degree of religious reverence is
attributed to the knees of man." Solomon
placed himself in this position when he
prayed at the consecration of the Temple
and Masons use the same posture in some
portions of their ceremonies, as a token of
solemn reverence. In the act of prayer,
Masons in the lower degrees adopt the
standing posture, which was the usage of
the primitive Church, where it was symbut Masons in
bolic of the resurrection
the higher degrees generally kneel on one
knee.
When, in his
to Knee.
devotions to the G. A. 0. T. U., he seeks
forgiveness for the past and strength for
the future, the Mason is taught that he
should, in these offices of devotion, join his
brother's name with his ov/n. The prerogative that Job, in his blindness, thought
was denied to him, when he exclaimed,
" Oh that one might plead for a man with
God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbor
is here not only taught as a right, but inculcated as a duty ; and the knee is directed
to be bent in intercession, not for ourselves
alone, but for the whole household of our
brethren.
:

;

;

Knee

1

Knigge, Adolpli Franz Friederich I^ndwig, Baron Von. He was
at one time among the most distinguished
Masons of Germany for while Weishaupt
;

was the ostensible inventor and leader of
the system of Bavarian Illuminism, it was

;
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;

indebted for its real form and organiza- masons and Rosicrucians " Versuch iiber die
tion to the inventive genius of Knigge. Freimaurerei, i. e., " Essay on Freemasonry,"
He was born at Brendenbeck, near Hano- in 1784; Beytrag zur neuesten Oeschichie
He was initiated, des Freimaurerordens, i. e., " Contribution
ver, October 16, 1752.
January 20, 1772, in a Lodge of Strict Ob- towards the latest History of the Order of
servance at Cassel, but does not appear at Freemasons," in 1786 and, after he had
retired from the lUuminati, a work enfirst to have been much impressed with
the Institution, for, in a letter to Prince titled Philo's endliche Erkldrung, or " PhiCharles of Hesse, he calls its ceremonies lo's final Declaration," 1788, which pro" absurd, juggling tricks."
Subsequently fessed to be his answer to the numerous
his views became changed, at least for a inquiries made of him in reference to his
time. When, in 1780, the Marquis de Cos- connection with the Order.
Among his most popular non-Masonic
tanzo was despatched by Weishaupt to
Northern Germany to propagate the Order works was a treatise on Social Philosophy,
of the lUuminati, he made the acquaint- with the title of Ueber den Umgang mit
ance of Knigge, and succeeded in gaining Menschen,, or, "On Conversation with
him as a disciple. Knigge afterwards en- Men." This work, which was written
tered into a correspondence with Weis- towards the close of his life, was very fahaupt, in consequence of which his enthu- vorably received throughout Germany, and
siasm was greatly increased. After some translated into many languages. Although
abounding in many admirable remarks on
time, in reply to the urgent entreaties of
Knigge for more light, Weishaupt confessed the various relations and duties of life, to
that the Order was as yet in an unfinished the Mason it will be particularly interesting as furnishing a proof of the instability
state, and actually existed only in his own
brain the lower classes alone having been of the author's opinions, for, with aU. his
organized. Recognizing Knigge's abilities, abilities, Knigge evidently wanted a wellhe invited him to Bavaria, and promised to balanced judgment. Commencing life with
surrender to him all the manuscript mate- an enthusiastic admiration for Freemarials in his possession, that Knigge might
sonry, in a few years he became disgusted
out of them, assisted by his own invention, with it no long time elapsed before he was
construct the high degrees of the Rite.
found one of its most zealous apostles and
Knigge accordingly repaired to Bavaria again retiring from the Order, he spent his
in 1781, and when he met Weishaupt, the last days in writing against it.
In his Conlatter consented that Knigge should elabo- versation with Men, is a long chapter on
rate the whole system up to the highest Secret Societies, in which he is scarcely
mysteries.
less denunciatory of them than Barruel or
This task Knigge accomplished, and en- Robison.
tered into correspondence with the Lodges,
Knighthood. The Saxon word cnecht,
exerting all his talents, which were of no from which we get the English knight, sigmean order, for the advancement of the Rite. nified at first a youth, and then a servant,
He brought to its aid the invaluable labors or one who did domestic service, or a solof Bode, whom he prevailed upon to receive dier who did military service, which might
the degrees.
either be on foot or on horseback but the
After Knigge had fully elaborated the French word chevalier and the German ritter
system, and secured for it the approval of the both refer to his equestrian character. AlAreopagites, he introduced it into his dis- though Tacitus says that the German kings
trict, and began to labor with every prospect
and chiefs were attended in war and peace
of success. But Weishaupt now interfered
by. a select body of faithful servants, and
and, notwithstanding his compact with although the Anglo-Saxon kings and thanes
Knigge, he made many alterations and ad- had their military attendants, who served
ditions, which he imperiously ordered the them with a personal fealty, the knight, in
Provincial Directors to insert in the ritual. the modern acceptation of the word, did
Knigge, becoming disgusted with this pro- not appear until the establishment in
ceeding, withdrew from the Order and soon France of the order of chivalry. Thence
afterwards entirely from Freemasonry, de- knighthood rapidly passed into the other
voting the rest of his life to general litera- countries of Christendom for it always was
ture.
He died at Bremen, May 6, 1796.
a Christian institution.
Knigge was a man of considerable talents,
The stages through which a candidate
and the author of many books, both Ma- passed until his full investiture with the
sonic and non-Masonic.
Of these the rank of knighthood were three the Page,
following are the most important. A work the Squire or Esquire, and the Knight.
published anonymously in 1781, entitled
1. 'ITie Page.
The child who was desUeber Jeauiten, M-eimaureren und deutsche tined to knighthood continued until he
Bosenkreuzer, i. e., " On the Jesuits, Free- was seven years old in the charge of women,
;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;
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hitn that care which his tender
age required. He was then taken from
them and placed in the hands of a governor,
who prepared him by a robust and manlyeducation for the labors and dangers of
war.
He was afterwards put into the
household of some noble, where he first assumed the title of a Page. His employments were to perform the service of a domestic about the person of his master and
mistress; to attend them in the chase,

on their journeys, their visits, and their
walks to carry their messages, or even to
wait on them at table. The first lessons
given to him were in the love of God and
attachment and respect to females. His
religious education was not neglected, and
he was taught a veneration for all sacred
things.
His instructions in respect to
manners, conversation, and virtuous habits
were all intended to prepare him for his
future condition as a knight.
2. The Squire.
The youth, on emerging
from the employment of a Page, took on
;

him

French icuyer.
This promotion was not unaccompanied by
an appropriate ceremony. The Page who
was to be made a Squire was presented to
the altar by his father and mother, or by
that of Squire, called in
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case, to give him new arms, or to supply him with another horse ; to raise him
up when he fell, and to ward off the strokes
aimed at him while in the other case, he
seconded the knight by every means that
his skill, his valor, and his zeal could suggest, always, however, within the strict
bounds of the defensive, for the Squire was
not permitted by the laws of chivalry to
engage in offensive combat with a knight.
3. The Knight.
These services merited
and generally received from the knight the
most grateful acknowledgment, and in time
the high honor of the badge of knighthood
bestowed by his own hand, for every knight
Possessed the prerogative of making other

one

;

nights.

The age of twenty-one was that in which
the youthful Squire, after so many proofs
of zeal, fidelity, and valor, might be admitted to the honor of knighthood. The
rule as to age was not, however, always observed.
Sometimes the Squire was not
knighted until he was further advanced in
years, and in the case of princes the time
was often anticipated. There are instances
of infants, the sons of kings, receiving the

dignity of knighthood.
The creation of a knight was accompanied
those who represented them, each holding by solemn ceremonies, which some writers
a lighted taper in his hand. The offlciating- have been pleased to compare to those of
priest took from the altar a sword and belt,
the Church in the administration of its
on which he bestowed several benedictions, sacraments, and there was, if not a close
and then placed them on the youth, who resemblance, a manifest allusion in the one
from that time constantly wore them. The to the other. The white habit and the bath
Squires were divided into various classes, of the knight corresponded to the form of
each of whose employment was different. baptism the stroke on the neck and the emTo some, as to the chamberlains, was com- brace given to the new knight were compared
mitted the care of the gold and silver of
to the ceremony of confirmation and as the
the household; others, as the constable, godfather made a present to the child whom
had the charge of the table utensils others he held at the font, so the lord who conwere carvers, and others butlers. But the ferred knighthood was expected to make a
most honorable and the only one connected gift or grant some peculiar favor to the
immediately with chivalry was the Squire knight whom he had dubbed.
of Honor or the Body Squire.
The preliminary ceremonies which preHe was
immediately attached to some knight, pared the neophyte for the sword of chivwhose standard he carried. He helped to alry were as follows austere fasts whole
dress and undress him, and attended him
nights passed in prayers in a church or
morning and evening in his apartment. chapel the sacraments of confession, penOn a march, he led the war-horse of his ance, and the eucharist; bathings, which
master and carried his sword, his helmet, prefigured purity of manners and life a
and his shield. In the hour of battle, the white habit as a symbol of the same purity,
Squire, although he did not actually take a and in imitation of the custom with new
part in the combat, was not altogether an converts on their admission into the Church
idle spectator of the contest.
In the shock and a serious attention to sermons, were all
of battle, the two lines of knights, with duties of preparation to be devoutly pertheir lances in rest, fell impetuously on formed by the Squire previous to his being
each other; some, who were thrown from armed with the weapons and decorated with
their horses, drew their swords or battle- the honors of knighthood.
An old French chronicler thus succinctly
axes to defend themselves and to make new
attacks, while advantage was sought by their details the ceremony of creation and invesenemies over those who had been thrown. titure. The neophyte bathes after which,
During all this time, the Squire was atten- clothed in white apparel, he is to watch all
In the night in the church, and remain there in
tive to every motion of his master.
;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

:
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:

prayer until after the celebration of high George (or what other saint the King
The communion being then re- pleased to name,) make thee a good knight ;
mass.
dressed in white
ceived, the youth solemnly raises his joined after which seven Ladies
hands and his eyes to heaven, when the came and girt a sword to his side and four
priest who had administered the sacrament knights put on his spurs.
" These ceremonies being over, the Queen
passes the sword over the neck of the youth
and blesses it. The candidate then kneels took him by the right hand, and a Duchess
leading him to a rich seat,
at the feet of the lord or knight who is to by the left, and
arm him. The lord asks him with what placed him on an ascent, where they seated
intent he desires to enter into that sacred him, the King sitting on his right hand,
Order, and if his views tend only to the and the Queen on his left.
"Then the Lords and Ladies also sat
maintenance and honor of religion and of
The lord, having received down upon other seats, three descents
knighthood.
from the candidate a satisfactory reply to under the King and being all thus seated,
these questions, administers the oath of they were entertained with a delicate collareception, and gives him three strokes on tion ; and so the ceremony ended."
The manner of arming a newly-made
the neck with the flat end of the sword,
which he then girds upon him. This scene knight was first to put on the spurs, then
passes sometimes in a hall or in the court of the coat-of-mail, the cuirass, the brasset or
a palace, or, in time of war, in the open field. casque, and the gauntlets. The lord or
The girding on of the sword was accom- knight conferring the honor then girded
panied with these or similar words "In on the sword, which last was considered as
the name of God, of St. Michael, and of the most honorable badge of chivalry, and
a symbol of the labor that the knight was
St. George, I make thee a knight: be brave,
be hardy, and be loyal." And then the in future to encounter. It was in fact
kneeling candidate is struck upon the deemed the real and essential part of the
shoulder or back of the neck, by him who ceremony, and that which actually consticonfers the dignity, with the flat of the tuted the knight. Du Cange, in his Glossword, and directed to rise in words like sarium, defines the Latin word militare, in
" Arise, Sir Damian " a formula
its mediaeval sense, as signifying "to make
these
a knight," which was, he says, "balteo
still followed by the sovereigns of England
when they confer the honor of knighthood. militari accingere," i. e., to gird on him the
And hence the word "Sir," which is equiv- knightly belt ; and it is worthy of remark,
that dngulus, which in pure Latin signifies
alent to the old French "Sire," is accounted, says Ashmole, "parcel of their a belt, came in the later Llitin of Justinian
I need
to denote the military profession.
style."
Sir William Segar, in his treatise on not refer to the common expression, "a
belted knight," as indicating the close conOivil and Military Honor, gives the following account of the ceremonies used in Eng- nection between knighthood and the girdr
land in the sixth century
ing of the belt. It was indeed the belt and
" A stage was erected in some cathedral,
sword that made the knight.
or spacious place near it, to which the genThe oath taken by the knight at his retleman was conducted to receive the honor ception devoted him to the defence of reof knighthood. Being seated on a chair ligion and the Church, and to the protection
decorated with green silk, it was demanded of widows, orphans, and all of either sex
of him if he were of a good constitution, who were powerless, unhappy, or suflering
and able to undergo the fatigue required in under injustice and oppression and to
a soldier also whether he were a man of shrink from the performance of these dufood morals, and what credible witnesses ties whenever called upon, even at the
e could produce to aflirm the same.
sacrifice of his life, was to incur dishonor
" Then the Bishop or Chief Prelate of the for the rest of his days.
Church administered the following oath
Of all the laws of chivalry, none was
Sir, you that desire to receive the honor of
maintained with more rigor than that which
knighthood, swear before God and this holy secured respect for the female sex. " If an
book that you trill not fight against his Ma- honest and virtuous lady," says Brantome,
jesty, that now bestoweth the order of knight"will maintain her firmness and constancy,
hood upon you.
You shall also swear to her servant, that is to say the knight who
maintain and defend all Ladies, Gentlemen, had devoted himself to her service, must
Widows and Orphans; and you shall shun not even spare his life to protect and deno adventure of your person in any war fend her, if she runs the least risk either
wherein you shall happen to be.'
of her fortune, or her honor, or of any cen"The oath being taken, two Lords led sorious word, for we are bound by the laws
him to the King, who drew his sword, and of Chivalry to be the champions of women's
laid it upon his head, saying, God and iSi. af9ictions."
;

:

;

:

;

;

'

;
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Nor did any human law insist with so pendent of those which happened in war,
much force as that of chivalry upon the were at the great feasts of the Church, and
necessity of an

inviolahle attachment to especially at the feast of Pentecost also at
Adherence to his word was esteemed the publications of peace or a truce, the
the most honorable part of a knight's coronations of kings, the birth or baptism
Hence to give the lie was con- of princes, and the days on which those
character.
sidered the most mortal and irreparable princes had themselves received knightaffront, to be expiated only by blood.
hood. But a knight could at any time conAn oath or solemn promise given in the fer the distinction on one whom he deemed
name of a knight was of all oaths the most deserving of it.
Knights taken in battle eninviolable.
There was a distinction between the titles
gaged to come of their own accord to prison as well as the dress of a knight and a
whenever it was required by their captors, squire. The knight was called Don, Sire,
and on their word of honor they were read- Messire, or, in English, Sir
a title not beily allowed liberty for the time for which stowed upon a squire
and while the wife
they asked it for no one ever doubted that of the former was called a Lady, that of
they would fulfil their engagements. Sov- the latter was only a Gentlewoman. The
ereigns considered their oath of knight- wife of a knight was sometimes called
hood as the most solemn that they could Militissa, or female knight.
In their dresses and their harness,
give, and hence the Duke of Bretagne,
having made a treaty of peace with Charles knights were entitled to wear gold and
;

truth.

,

—

:

;

the Sixth of France, swore to its observance " by the faith of his body and the loyalty of his knighthood."
It is scarcely necessary to say that generous courage was an indispensable quality
of a knight. An act of cowardice, of cruelty, or of dishonorable warfare in battle,
would overwhelm the doer with deserved
infamy. In one of the tenzones, or poetical
contests of the Troubadours, it is said that
to form a perfect knight all the tender
offices of humanity should be united to the
greatest valor, and pity and generosity to
the conquered associated with the strictest
justice and integrity.
Whatever was contrary to the laws of war was inconsistent
with the laws of chivalry.
The laws of chivalry also enforced with
peculiar impressiveness sweetness and modesty of temper, with that politeness of demeanor which the word courtesy was meant
perfectly to express. An uncourteous knight

would have been an anomaly.
Almost all of these knightly qualities are
well expressed by Chaucer in the Prologue
to his Knight's Tale
"

:

A knight there was, and that a worthy man,
That from the time that he first began
To rideu out he loved chivalry,
Truth and honor, freedom and courtesy.
Full worthy was he in his lord's war
And thereto had he ridden, no man farre
As well in Christendom as in Heatheness,
And ever honored for his worthiness.

" And ever more he had a sovereign price.
And though that he was worthy, he was wise
And of his port as meek as was a maid.
He never yet no villainy he said
In all his life unto no manner wight.
He was a very perfect, gentle knight."
_

The most common and frequent

sions

occa-

on which knights were created, inde3

A
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golden decorations, while the squires were
confined to the use of silver. Knights
alone had a right to wear, for the lining of
their cloaks and mantles, ermine, sable,
and meniver, which were the most valuable furs ; while those of a less costly kind
were for the squires. The long and training mantle, of a scarlet color, and lined
with ermine or other precious fiirs, which
was called the Mantle of Honor, was especially reserved for the knight.
Such a
mantle was always presented by the kings
of France to knights whom they created.
The mantle was considered the most august
and noble decoration that a knight could
wear, when he was not dressed in his armor.
still worn by many magEurope are derived from the
knightly Mantle of Honor.
It should be remarked that the order
of knighthood, and the ceremonies accompanying the investiture of a knight, were
of a symbolic character, and are well calculated to remind the Freemason of the

The

official

istrates

robes

in

symbolic character of his own Institution.
The sword which the knight received
was called "the arras of mercy," and he
was told to conquer his enemies by mercy
Its blade
rather than by force of arms.
was two-edged, to remind him that he must
maintain chivalry and justice, and contend
only for the support of these two chief pilThe lance replars of the temple of honor.
resented Truth, because truth, like the
lance, is straight.
The coat of mail was
the symbol of a fortress erected against
vice for, as castles are surrounded by walls
and ditches, the coat of mail is closed in all
its parts, and defends the knight against
treason, disloyalty, pride, and every other
The rowels of the spur were
evil passion.
given to urge the possessor on to deeds of
;

honor and

virtue.

The

shield,

which he

KNIGHTHOOD

KNIGHTHOOD

places betwixt himself and his enemy, was
to remind him that the knight is a shield
interposed between the prince and the people, to preserve peace and tranquillity.
In a Latin manuscript of the thirteenth
century, copied by Anstis, ( App., p. 95,) will
be found the following symbolical explanation of the ceremonial of knighthood.
The bath was a symbol of the washing
away of sin by the sacrament of baptism.
The bed into which the novice entered and
reposed after the bath, was a symbol of the
peace of mind which would be acquired by
the virtue of chivalry. The white garments with which he was afterwards
clothed, were a symbol of the purity which
The scarlet
a knight should maintain.
robe put on the newly-made knight was
symbolic of the blood which he should be
ready to shed for Christ and the Church.
The dark boots are a sign of the earth,
whence we all came, and to which we are

But the duty which was owing to the prince
or to the country was preferred to all others,
and hence brothers in arms of different nations were only united together so long as
their respective sovereigns were at peace,
and a declaration of war between two
Erinces dissolved all such confraternities
etween the subjects of each. But except
in this particular case, the bond of brotherhood was indissoluble, and a violation of
the oath which bound two brothers together was deemed an act of the greatest
infamy. They could not challenge each
other.
They even wore in battle the same
habits and armor, as if they desired that
the enemy should mistake one for the
other, and thus that both might incur an
equal risk of the dangers with which each
was threatened.
Knights were divided into two ranks,
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namely. Knights Bachelors and Knights
Bannerets.

The white belt is a symbol
The Knight Bachelor was of the lower
of chastity. The golden spur symbolizes rank, and derived his title most probpromptitude of action. The sword is a ably from the French bcLS chevalier. In the
all to return.

symbol of severity against the attacks of days of chivalry, as well as in later times,
Satan; its two edges are to teach the this dignity was conferred without any referknight that he is to defend the poor ence to a qualification of property. Many
against the rich, and the weak against the Knights Bachelors were in fact mere adpowerful. The white fillet around the head venturers, unconnected by feudal ties of
is a symbol of good works.
The alapa or any sort, who offered their services in war
blow was in memorial of him who made him to any successful leader, and found in their
a knight.
sword a means of subsistence, not only by
There was one usage of knighthood pay and plunder, but in the regularly eswhich is peculiarly worthy of attention. tablished system of i-ansom, which every
The love of glory, whicji was so inspiring knight taken in action paid for his liberty.
to the knights of chivalry, is apt to pro- The Knight Bachelor bore instead of a
duce a spirit.of rivalry and emulation that square banner a pointed or triangular enmight elsewhere prove the fruitful source sign, which was forked by being extended
of division and discord. But this was pre- in two cornets or points, and which was
vented by the fraternities of arms so com- called a pennon. The triangular banner,
mon among the knights. Two knights who not forked, was called a pennoncel, and was
had, perhaps, been engaged in the same ex- carried by a squire.
peditions, and had conceived for each other
The Knight Banneret, a name derived
a mutual esteem and confidence, would en- from banneret, a little banner, was one who
ter into a solemn compact by which they possessed many fiefs, and who was obliged
became and were called " Brothers in to serve in war with a large attendance of
arms." Under this compact, they swore to
share equally the labors and the glory, the
dangers and the profits of all enterprises,
and never, under any circumstances, to
abandon each other. The brother in arms
was to be the enemy of those who were the
enemies of his brother, and the friend of
those who were his friends both of them
were to divide their present and future
wealth, and to employ that and their lives
for the deliverance of each other if taken
prisoner. The claims of a brother in arms
were paramount to all others, except those
of the sovereign. If the services of a
knight were demanded at the same time by
a lady and by a brother in arms, the claim
of the former gave way to that of the latter.
;

_

followers.

If a knight

was rich and powerful enough

to furnish the state or his sovereign with a
certain number of armed men, and to entertain them at his own expense, permission
was accorded to him to add to his simple
designation of Knight or Knight Bachelor,

the more noble and exalted title of Knight
Banneret.
This gave him the right to
carry a square banner on the top of his
lance.
Knights Bachelors were sometimes
made Bannerets on the field of battle, and
as a reward of their prowess, by the simple
ceremony of the sovereign cutting oflf with
his sword the cornets or points of their
pennons, thus transforming them into
square banners. Clark, in his History of

:

:
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i., p. 73,) thus describes
in detail
" The king or his general, at the head
of his army drawn up in order of battle
after a victory, under the royal standard
displayed, attended by all the oificers and
nobility present, receives the knight led between two knights carrying his pennon of
arms in his hand, the heralds walking before him, who proclaim his valiant achievements for which he has deserved to be
made a Knight Banneret, and to display
his banner in the field then the king or
general says to him, Advancez toy banneret,
and causes the point of his pennon to be
rent off; then the new knight, having the
trumpets before him sounding, the nobility

Knighthood, (vol.
this

ceremony
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thus intimates for them a common origin; but these parallels should rather be
considered simply as coincidences.
The
theory first advanced by the Chevalier
Eamsay, and adopted by Hund and the disciples of the Eite of Strict Observance,
that all Freemasons are Templars, and that
Freemasonry is a lineal successor of ancient

knighthood,

is

now

rejected as wholly un-

sides

tenable and unsupported by any authentic
history.
The only connection between
knighthood and Freemasonry is that which
was instituted after the martyrdom of James
de Molay, when the Knights Templars
sought concealment and security in the
bosom of the Masonic fraternity.
When one was made a knight, he was
said to be dubbed. This is a word in constant use in the Mediseval manuscripts. In
the old Patavian statutes, " Miles adobatus,"
a dubbed knight, is defined to be "one who,
by the usual ceremonies, acquires the digThe
nity and profession of chivalry."
ProvenQal writers constantly employ the
term to dub, "adouber," and designate a
knight who has gone through the ceremony
of investiture as " un chevalier adoube'," a
Thus, in the Bomaunt
dubbed knight.
d'Auberi, the Lady d'Auberi says to the

and

King,—

;

and oflScers bearing him company, is sent
back to his tent, where they are all entertained."
But generally the same ceremonial was
used in times of peace at the making of a
Knight Banneret as at the institution of
barons, viscounts, earls, and the other orders of nobility, with whom they claimed
an almost equality of rank.
Not long after the institution of knighthood as an offshot of chivalry, we find, be-

the individual Knights Bachelors
Knights Bannerets, associations of
knights banded together for some common
purpose, of which there were two classes.
possessing property
First: Fraternities
and rights of their own as independent
bodies into which knights were admitted as
monks were into religious foundations. Of
this class may be mentioned, as examples,
the Temthe three great religious Orders

—

the Hospitallers, and the Teutonic
Knights.
The second class consisted of honorary
associations established by sovereigns within their respective dominions, consisting
of members whose only common tie is the
possession of the same titular distinction.
Such are most of the European orders of
knighthood now existing, as the Knights
of the Garter in England, the Knights of
St. Andrew in Eussia, and the Knights of
the Golden Fleece in Spain. The institution of these titular orders of knighthood
dates at a much more recent period than
that of the Fraternities who constitute the
first class, for not one of them can trace
its birth to the time of the Crusades, at
which time the Templars and similar orders sprang into existence.

plars,

Ragon, in his Cows Philosophique,

at-

tempts to draw a parallel between the institution of knighthood and that of Freemasonry, such as that there were three degrees in one as there are in the other, and
that there was a close resemblance in the
ceremonies of initiation into both orders.

"

Sire, dit elle, par Deu de Paradis
Soit ctdouber mes frSres auberis."

is, "Sire, for the love of the God of
Paradise, let my brothers be dubbed."
The meaning of the word then is plain
But
to dub, is to make or create a knight.
its derivation is not so easily settled amid
the conflicting views of writers on the subThe derivation by Menage from duject.
Henplex is not worth consideration.
schell's, from a Provencal word adobare,
"to equip," although better, is scarcely
tenable. The derivation from the AngloSaxon dubban, " to strike or give a blow,"
would be reasonable, were it not presumable that the Anglo-Saxons borrowed their
word from the French and from the usages
of chivalry. It is more likely that dubban
came from adouber, than that adouber came
from dubban. The Anglo-Saxons took their
forms and technicalities of chivalry from
the French. After all, the derivation proposed by Du Cange is the most plausible
and the one most generally adopted, because it is supported by the best authorHe says that it is derived from the
ities.
Latin adoptare, to adopt, "quod qui aliquem armis instruit ac Militem facit, eum
quodammodo adoptat in filium," i. e., " He

That

equips any one with arms, and makes
a knight, adopts him, as it were, as a
son." To dub one as a knight is, then, to

who
him
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adopt him into the order of chivalry. The
idea was evidently taken from the Roman
law of adoptatio, or adoption, where, as iu
conferring knighthood, a blow on the cheek

the accolade, with the embracing and kiss
of peace," as if they were distinct and separate ceremonies but in another part of his
book he calls the accolade "the laying
hands upon the shoulders." I am inclined
to believe, after much research, that both
the blow on the neck and the embrace conThis blow
stituted properly the accolade.
was sometimes given with the hand, but
sometimes with the sword. Anstis says that
" the action which fully and finally impresses the character of knighthood is the
blow given with the hand upon the neck
or shoulder." But he admits that there
has been a controversy among writers
whether the blow was heretofore given
with a sword or by the bare hand upon the
neck, (p. 73.)
The mystical signification which Caseneu ve gives in YdsEtymologies ( voc. Accoll6e)
is ingenious and appropriate, namely, that
the blow was given on the neck to remind
him who received it that he ought never,
by flight from battle, to give an enemy the
opportunity of striking him on the same
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was given.
The word accolade is another term of
chivalry about which there is much misIt is now supposed to
understanding.
mean the blow of the sword, given by the
knight conferring the dignity, on the neck
or shoulder of him who received it. But
The word
this is most probably an error.
is derived, says Brewer, (Diet. Phr. and
Fab.,) from the Latin ad collum, " around

the neck," and signifies the embrace "given
by the Grand Master when he receives a

neophyte or new convert." It was an early
custom to confer an embrace and the kiss
of peace upon the newly-made knight,
which ceremony, Ashmole thinks, was
called the accolade. Thus, in his History
of the Order of the Oarter, (p. 15,) he says:

"The

first Christian kings, at giving the
kissed the new knight on the left
cheek, saying In the honor of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Ohost, I make you
a knight. It was called the osaulum pads,
the kiss of favor or of brotherhood, [more
correctly the kiss of peace,] and is presumed to be the accolade or ceremony of
embracing, which Charles the Great used
when he knighted his son Louis the D6bonnair." In the book of Johan de Vignay,
which was written in the fourteenth century, this kiss of peace is mentioned together with the accolade " Et le Seigneur
leur doit donner une colee en signe de proeste et de hardement, et que 11 leur souveigne
de celui noble homme qui la fait chevalier.
Et done les doit le Seigneur baisier en la
bouche en signe de pais et d'amour " i. e.,
"And the lord ought to give him [the
newly- made knight] an accolade as a
symbol of readiness and boldness, and in
memory of the nobleman who has made
him a knight and then the lord ought to
kiss him on the mouth as a sign of peace
and love."
In an old manuscript in the Cottonian Library, entitled " The manner of makynge
Knyghtes after the customs of Engelande,"
a copy of which is inserted in Anstis's
Historical Essay on the Knighthood of the

belt,

:

:

;

;

Bath, (Append., p. 99,) is this account of
the embrace and kiss, accompanied with
a blow on the neck " Thanne shall the
Squyere lift up his armes on high, and the
Kynge shall put his armes about thenekke
of the Squyer, and lyftynge up his right
hande he shall smyte the Squyer in the
nekke, seyeng thus Be ye a mod Knyhte ;
kissing him." Anstis himself is quite confused in his description of the ceremonial,
and enumerates " the blow upon the neck,
:

:

;

place.

But there was another blow, which was
given in the earliest times of chivalry, and
which has by some writers been confounded
with the accolade, which at length came to
be substituted for it. This was the blow on
the cheek, or, in common language, the box
on the ear, which was given to a knight at
his investiture. This blow is never called
the accolade by the old writers, but generally the alapa, rarely the gautada. Du
Cange says that this blow was sometimes
given on the neck, and that then it waa
called the colaphus, or by the French colie,
from col, the neck. Duchesne says the
blow was always given with the hand, and
not with the sword.
Ashmole says " It was in the time of
Charles the Great the way of knighting by
the colaphum, or blow on the ear, used in
sign of sustaining future hardships, ....
a custom long after retained in Germany
and France. Thus William, Earl of Holland, who waa to be knighted before he
could be emperor, at his being elected king
of the Romans, received knighthood by the
box of the ear, etc., from John, king of Bohemia, A. D. 1247."
Both the word alapa and the ceremony
which it indicated were derived from the
form of manumission among the Romans,
where the slave on being freed received a
blow called alapa on the cheek, characterized by Claudian as "felix injuria," a happy
injury, to remind him that it was the last
:

blow he was compelled to submit to: for
thenceforth he waa to be a freeman, capable
of vindicating his honor from insult. The
alapa, iu conferring knighthood, was em-

'

:
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ployed with a similar symbolism. Thus in
an old register of 1260, which gives an account of the knighting of Hildebrand by
the Lord Eidolfonus, we find this passage,
which I give in the original, for the s^e
of the one word gautata, which is unusual:
" Postea Eidolfonus de more dedit illi gautatam et dixit illi. Tu es miles nobilis militise equestris, et hsec gau(ata est in recordationem, illius qui te armavit militem, et hoec
gautata debet esse ultima injuria, quam

were to be found as the results of an institution founded solely for the public welfare, as in the most enlightened times

patienter

That

acceperis."

is

:

" After-

wards Eidolfonus gave him in the customsaid to him Thou
art a noble Knight of the Equestrian Order
of Chivalry, and this blow is given in memory of him who hath armed thee as a knight,
and it must be the last injury which thou
shalt patiently endure." The first reason
assigned for the blow refers to an old custom of cuffing the witnesses to a transaction, to impress it on their memory. Thus,
by the riparian law, when there was a sale
of land, some twelve witnesses were collected to see the transfer of property and
the payment of the price, and each received
a box on the ear, that he might thus the
better remember the occurrence.
So the
knight received the blow to make him remember the time of his receiving his knighthood and the person who conferred it.
For the commission of crime, more especially for disloyalty to his sovereign, a

ary

way the blow, and

:

knight might be degraded from the Order;
and this act of degradation was accompanied with many ceremonies, the chief of
which was the hacking off his spurs. This
was to be done for greater infamy, not by
a knight, but by the master cook. Thus
Stow says that, at the making of Knights of
the Bath, the king's master cook stood at
the door of the chapel, and said to each
knight as he entered, "Sir Knight, look
that you be true and loyal to the king my
master, or else I must hew these spurs from
your heels." "His shield too was reversed,
and the heralds had certain marks called
abatements, which they placed on it to in-
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have never been surpassed and very seldom
equalled."

Knight. 1. An order of chivalry. See
Knighthood and Knight Masonic.
2. The eleventh and last degree of the
Order of African Architects.
Knigbt, Black. See Black Brothers.

Knight Commander.
Commandeur.)

1.

{Chevalier
of the
distinction

The ninth degree

A

Eite of Elect Cohens.
2.
conferred by the Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States on deserving Honorary Thirty-Thirds
and Sublime Princes of the Eoyal Secret.
It is conferred by a vote of the Supreme
Council, and is unattended with any other
ceremony than the presentation of a decoration and a patent.

Knight
Temple.

Commander

of the

See Sovereign Commander of

the Temple.

Knight Commander of the
White and Black Eagle. {Chevalier Commandeur de I'Aigle blanc et noir. ) The
eightieth degree of the collection of the

Metropolitan Chapter of France.

Knight,
Crois^.)

Crusader.

Thory

says, {Act. Lat.,

this is a chivalric degree,
municated to him by a

which was com-

member

Grand Lodge of Copenhagen.
no further account of

its

Chevalier
303,) that

{

i.

He

of the
gives

character.

Knight Elect of Fifteen.

1.

The

sixteenth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Eite, more commonly called IllusSee Elect of
trious Elect of the Fifteen.
the Fifteen.

The tenth degree of the Chapter

2.

of

Emperors of the East and West.

The eleventh degree of the

3.

Eite of

Mizraim.

Knight Elect of Twelve, Sub-

The eleventh degree of the Anand Accepted Eite, sometimes called
" Twelve Illustrious Knights." After venlearned geance had been taken upon the traitors

dicate his dishonor.

lime.
cient

M. de St. Palaye concludes his
and exhaustive Memoires sur I'ancienne mentioned in the degrees of Elected
Chevakrie with this truthful tribute to Knights of Nine and Illustrious Elected
that spirit of chivalry in which ancient of Fifteen, Solomon, to reward those who
knighthood found its birth, and with it I had exhibited their zeal and fidelity in inmay appropriately close this article
flicting the required punishment, as well as
" It is certain that chivalry, in its earliest
period, tended to promote order and good
morals ; and although it was in some respects
imperfect, yet it produced the most accom-

to make room for the exaltation of others
to the degree of Illustrious Elected of
Fifteen, appointed twelve of these latter,
chosen by ballot, to constitute a new de-

plished models of public valor and of those
pacific and gentle virtues that are the orna-

gree, on which he bestowed the name of
Sublime Knights Elected, and gave them

and it is worthy of
an age of darkness,
most rude and unpolished, such examples

real.

ments of domestic

life

consideration, that in

;

the

command

over the twelve tribes of

Is-

The Sublime Knights rendered an

account each day to Solomon of the work

"

KNIGHT

KNIGHT
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that was done in the

Temple by

their re-

spective tribes, and received their pay.
The Lodge is called a Chapter. In the old
rituals Solomon presides, with the title of
Thrice Puissant, and instead of Wardens,

there are a Grand Inspector and a Master
of Ceremonies. In the modern ritual of
the Southern Jurisdiction, the Master
and Wardens represent Solomon, Hiram
of Tyre, and Adoniram, and the style of
the Master and Senior Warden is Thrice
The room is hung with black,
Illustrious.
sprinkled with white and red tears.
The apron is white, lined and bordered
with black, with black strings on the flap,
a flaming heart.
The sash is black, with a flaming heart
on the breast, suspended from the right
shoulder to the left hip.
The jewel is a sword of justice.
This is the last of the three Elus which
are found in the Ancient Scottish Rite. In
the French Rite they have been condensed
into one, and make the fourth degree of
that ritual, but not, as Ragon admits, with
the happiest effect.
;

Knlgbt Hospitaller.

Ragon

says of this [Tuilew, 171,) that it is
a pretended degree, of which he has four
copies, and that it appears to be a monstrosity invented by an enemy of the Order
for the purposes of calumniation.
The
ritual says that the degree is conferred only
in England and Prussia, which is undoubtedly untrue.

Knight Masonic.

The word

knight,

prefixed to so many of the high degrees as
a part of the title, has no reference whatever to the orders of chivalry, except in
the case of Knights Templars and Knights
of Malta. The word, in such titles as
Knight of the Ninth Arch, Knight of the
Brazen Serpent, etc., has a meaning totally

unconnected with Mediaeval knighthood.
In fact, although the English, German, and
French words Knight, Bitter, and Chevalier, are applied to both, the Latin word
for each is difierent.
A Masonic knight
is, in Latin, eques; while the Mediaeval
writers always called a knight of chivalry
miles.
So constant is this distinction, that
in the two instances of Masonic knighthood derived from the chivalric orders, the

See Knight

Knight Templar and the Knight of Malta,
this word miki is used, instead of eqwei, to

Knight, Illustrious or Illustrious Elect. Ghevalier lUustre or £lu II-

indicate that they are not really degrees of
Masonic knighthood. Thus we say Mil&t
Templarius and Miles MelitoB. If they had
been inventions of a Masonic ritualist, the
titles would have been Eques Templariui

of Malta.
(

lustre.)

The

thirteenth degree of the Rite

of Mizraim.

Knigbt Jupiter.

{Le Ghevalier

The seventy-eighth degree of the and Eques Melitce.
collection of Peuvret.
The eques, or Masonic knight,
Jupiter.)

Knight Kadosh,

formerly called

is therefore not, in the heraldic sense, a knight at
all.
The word is used simply to denote a

Grand Elect Knight Kadosh.
Grand Elu
du Chevalier Kadosah.) The Knight Ka- position higher than that of a mere Master;
dosh is the thirtieth degree of the Ancient a position calling, like the "devoir" of
and Accepted Scottish Rite, called also knighthood, for the performance of especial
Knight of the White and Black Eagle. duties. As the word " prince," in Masonic
While retaining the general Templar doc- language, denotes not one of princely rank,
trine of the Kadosh system, it symbolizes but one invested with a share of Masonic
and humanizes the old lesson of vengeance. sovereignty and command, so " knight
It is the most popular of all the Kadoshes. denotes one who is expected to be distinIn the Knight Kadosh of the Ancient guished with peculiar fidelity to the cause
and Accepted Scottish Rite, the meetings in which he has enlisted. It is simply, as I
are called Councils. The principal officers have said, a point of rank above that of the
are, according to the recent rituals, a Com- Master Mason.
It is, therefore, confined to
mander, two Lieutenant Commanders, called the high degrees.
also Prior and Preceptor; a Chancellor,
Knight Mahadon. ( Chevalier MaOrator, Almoner, Recorder, and Treasurer. hadon.)
A degree in the Archives of the
The jewel, as described in the ritual of the Lodge of Saint Louis des Amis Be'unis at
Southern Supreme Council, is a double- Calais.
headed eagle, displayed resting on a teuKnight of Asia, Initiated. See
(

tonic cross, the eagle silver, the cross gold
enamelled red. The Northern Council uses
instead of the eagle the letters J. B. M.
The Kadoshes, as representatives of the
Templars, adopt the Beause£<nt as their
standard. In this degree, as in all the other
Kadoshes, we find the mystical ladder of

seven steps.

Knight Kadosh of Cromwell.

Asia, Initiated Knights

of.

Knight of Athens.
The

(Chevalier

(T

fifty -second

degree of
the Rite of Mizraim. 2. A degree in the
nomenclature of Fustier. 3.
degree in
the Archives of the Mother Lodge of the
Philosophic Rite in France.
Athines!)

1.

A

Knight of Aurora.
I'Aurore.)

{

Chevalier de

A degree belonging to the Rite

);

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

It is a modification of the
Kadosh, and is cited in the collection of
Fustier.
In the collection of M. Viany, it
is also called Knight of Palestine.

tuted for the recovery of the Holy Land.
It owes its origin to the Hospitallers of Jerusalem, that wholly religious and charitable Order which was established at Jerusalem, in 1048, by pious merchants of Amalfi
for the succor of poor and distressed Latin
pilgrims.
(See Hospitallers of Jerusalem.)

of Palestine.

Knisbt of Beneficence.

(

Cheva-

de la Bienfaisance.)
The forty-ninth
degree of the collection of the Metropolitan
Chapter of France. It is also called Knight
of Perfect Silence.
of Brightness. ( Chevalier
lier

Knight

de la GlartS. ) The seventh and last degree
of the system of the Clerks of Strict Observance, called also Magus.
Knight of Christ. After the dissolution of the Templars in the fourteenth
century, those knights who resided in Portugal retained the possessions of the Order
in that country, and perpetuated it under
the name of the Knights of Christ. Their
badge is a red cross patt^e, charged with a
plain white cross. See Christ, Order of.

Knight of Constantinople. A

side degree ; instituted, doubtless, by some
lecturer; teaching, however, an excellent

moral lesson of humility. Its history has
no connection whatever with Masonry.
The degree is not very extensively diflfiised
but several Masons, especially in the Western States, are in possession of it. It may
be conferred by any Master Mason on
another ; although the proper performance
of the ceremonies requires the assistance of
several.
When the degree is formally conferred, the body is called a Council, and
consists of the following officers
Illustrious Sovereign, Chief" of the Artisans,
Seneschal, Conductor, Prefect of the Palace, and Captain of the Guards.
Knight of Hope. 1. species of
androgynous Masonry, formerly practised
in France.
The female members were
called Dames or Toadies of Hope.
2.
synonym of Knight of the Morning Star,
:

A

A

which

see.

Knight of Iris.

(

Chevalier de

I' Iris.

The fourth degree of the Hermetic Rite of
Montpellier.

Knight

Jerusalem

Chevalier
of
.
(
de Jerusalem.)
The sixty-fifth degree of
the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter
of France.

Knight of Justice.
pitallers of St.

Knights Hos-

John of Jerusalem or Knights

of Malta were called, in the technical language of the Order, Knights of Justice.
Knights of Malta. This Order, which
at various times in the progress of its history received the names of Knights Hospitallers, Knights of /St. John of Jerusalem, Knights of Ehodes, and, lastly.
Knights of Malta, was one of the most important of the religious and military orders
of knighthood which sprang into exist-

ence during the Crusades which were

insti-

407

This society, established when Jerusalem
was in possession of the Mohammedans,
passed through many vicissitudes, but lived
to see the Holy City conquered by the
Christian knights. It then received many
accessions from the Crusaders, who, laying
aside their arms, devoted themselves to the
pious avocation of attending the sick. It
was then that Gerard, the Eector of the
Hospital, induced the brethren to take upon
themselves the vows of poverty, obedience,
and chastity, which they did at the hands
of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, who clothed
them in the habit selected for the Order,
which was a plain, black robe bearing a
white cross of eight points on the left
breast.
This was in the year 1099, and
some writers here date the beginning of the
Order of Knights of Malta. But this is an
error.
It was not until after the death of
Gerard that the Order assumed that military character which it ever afterwards
maintained, or, in other words, that the
peaceful Hospitallers of Jerusalem became
the warlike Knights of St. John.
In 1118, Gerard, the Eector of the Hospital, died, and was succeeded by Raymond
du Puy, whom MaruUi, the old chronicler
of the Order, in his Vite de' Oran Maestri,
(Napoli, 1636,) calls "secondo Eettore e
primo Maestro."
The peaceful habits and monastic seclusion of the Brethren of the Hospital, which
had been fostered by Gerard, no longer
suited the warlike genius of his successor.
He 'therefore proposed a change in the
character of the society, by which it should
become a military Order, devoted to active
labors in the field and the protection of
Palestine from the encroachments of the
This proposition was warmly apinfidels.
proved by Baldwyn II., king of Jerusalem,
who, harassed by a continual warfare, gladly
accepted this addition to his forces. The
Order having thus been organized on a military basis, the members took a new oath,
at the hands of the Patriarch of Jerusalem,
by which they bound themselves to defend
the cause of Christianity against the infidels in the Holy Land to the last drop of
their blood, but on no account to bear arms
for

any other purpose.

This act, done in 1118, is considered as
the beginning of the establishment of the
Order of Knights Hospitallers of St. John,
of which Eaymond du Puy is, by all historians,

deemed the

first

Grand

^Master.

;

;
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Bv the rule established by Du Puy for
*
the government of the Order, it was
divided into three classes, namely, 1.
Knights, who were called Knights of Justice; 2. Chaplains; and 3. Serving Brothers all of whom took the three vows of
There
chastity, obedience, and poverty.
was also attached to the institution a body
•of men called Donats, who, without assuming the vows of the Order, were employed
in the different offices of the hospital, and
who wore what was called the demi-cross,
as a badge of their connection.
The history of the Knights from this
time until the middle of the sixteenth century is but a chronicle of continued warfare with the enemies of the Christian faith.
When Jerusalem was captured by Saladin,
in 1187, the Hospitallers retired to Margat,
a town and fortress of Palestine which still
acknowledged the Christian sway. In 1191,
they made Acre, which in that year had
been recaptured by the Christians, their

approval of Pope Clement and the assistance of several of the European States,
made a descent upon the island, and, after
months of hard fighting, on the 15th of
August, 1310, planted the standard of the
Order on the walls of the city of Rhodes
and the island thenceforth became the home
of the Hospitallers, whence they were often
called the Knights of Ehodes.
The Fraternity continued to reside at
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principal place of residence. For just one
hundred years the knights were engaged,
with varying success, in sanguinary contests
with the Saracens and other infidel hordes,
until Acre, the last stronghold of the Christians in the Holy Land, having fallen beneath the blows of the victorious Moslems,
Syria was abandoned by the Latin race, and
the Hospitallers found refuge in the island
of Cyprus, where they established their convent.

The Order had been much attenuated by
its

frequent losses in the

field,

and

its treas-

ury had been impoverished. But commands
were at once issued by John de Villiers, the

Grand Master,

to the different

Grand Prio-

Europe, and large' reinforcements in
men and money were soon received, so that
the Fraternity were enabled again to open
ries in

their hospital and to recommence the practice of their religious duties.
No longer
able to continue their military exploits on
land, the knights betook themselves to their
galleys, and, while they protected the pilgrims who still flocked in vast numbers to
Palestine, gave security to the Christian

commerce of the Mediterranean.

On

sea,

on land, the Hospitallers still showed
that they were the inexorable and terrible
foes of the infidels, whose captured vessels
as

soon

filled

the harbor of Cyprus.

But in time a residence in Cyprus became
unpleasant. The king, by heavy taxes and
other rigorous exactions, had so disgusted
them, that they determined to seek some
other residence. The neighboring island
of Ehodes had long, under its independent
princes, been the refuge of Turkish corsairs
a name equivalent to the more modern one
of pirates. Fulk de Villaret, the Grand
Master of the Hospital, having obtained the

for two hundred years, acting as
the outpost and defence of Christendom
from the encroachments of the Ottoman
power. Of this long period, but few years
were passed in peace, and the military reputation of the Order was still more firmly
established by the prowess of the knights.

Ehodes

These two centuries were marked by other
events which had an important bearing on
the fortunes of the institution. The rival
brotherhood of the Templars was abolished
by the machinations of a pope and a king
of France, and what of its revenues and
possessions was saved from the spoliation
of its enemies was transferred to the Hospitallers.

There had always existed a bitter rivalry
between the two Orders, marked by unhappy contentions, which on some occasions, while both
were in Palestine,
amounted to actual strife. Towards the
Knights of St. John the Templars had
never felt nor expressed a very kindly feeling; and now this acceptance of an unjust
appropriation of their goods in the hour of
their disaster, keenly added to the sentiment
of ill-will, and the unhappy children of De
Molay, as they passed away from the theatre of knighthood, left behind them the
bitterest imprecations on the disciples of
the Hospital.
The Order, during its residence at Ehodes,
also underwent several changes in its organization, by which the simpler system
observed during its infancy in the Holy

Land was rendered more perfect and more
complicated. The greatest of all these
changes was in the character of the European Commanderies. During the period
that the Order was occupied in the defence
of the holy places, and losing large numbers of its warriors in its almost continual
battles, these Commanderies served as nurseries for the preparation and education of
young knights who might be sent to Palestine to reinforce the exhausted ranks of
their brethren.
But now, secured in their
island home, Jerusalem permanently in
possession of the infidel, and the enthusiasm once Inspired by Peter the Hermit
forever dead, there was no longer need for
new Crusaders. But the knights, engaged
in strengthening and decorating their insular possession by erecting fortifications

:
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and palaces and convents

for defence,

for

residence, now required large additions to
their revenue to defray the expenses thus
incurred. Hence the Cominanderies were
the sources whence this revenue was to

be derived

;

and the Commanders, once the

Principals, as it were, of military schools,
became lords of the manor in their respective provinces.
There, by a judicious and
economical administration of the property
which had been intrusted to them, by the
cultivation of gardens and orchards, by the
rent received from arable and meadowlands, of mills and fisheries appertaining
to their estates, and even by the voluntary
contributions of their neighbors, and by the
raising of stock, they were enabled to add
greatly to their income. Of this one-fifth
was claimed, under the name of responsions, as a tribute to be sent annually to
Rhodes for the recuperation of the always
diminishing revenue of the Order.
Another important change in the organization of the Order was made at a General
Chapter held about 1320 at Montpellier,
under the Grand Mastership of Villanova.
The Order was there divided into languages,
a division unknown during its existence in
Palestine. These languages were at first
seven in number, but afterwards increased to
eight, by the subdivision of that of Aragon.
The principal dignities of the Order were
at the same time divided among these
languages, so that a particular dignity
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Mahomet

II., under the command of Paleologus Pasha. After many contests, the
Turks were repulsed with great slaughter.
But the attack of the Sultan Solyman, fortyfour years afterwards, was attended with a

different result, and Rhodes was surrendered to the Turkish forces on the 20th December, 1522. The terms of the capitulation were liberal to the knights, who were
permitted to retire with all their personal
property ; and thus, in the Grand Master-

ship of L'Isle Adam, Rhodes ceased forever
to be the home of the Order, and six days
afterwards, on New Year's day, 1523, the
fleet, containing the knights and four thousand of the inhabitants, sailed for the island
of Candia.
From Candia, where the Grand Master
remained but a short time, he proceeded
with his knights to Italy.
Seven long
years were passed in negotiations with the
monarchs of Europe, and in the search for
a home. At length, the Emperor Charles
v., of Gerlnany, vested in the Order the
complete and perpetual sovereignty of the
islands of Malta and Gozo, and the city of
Tripoli; and in 1530, the knights took
formal possession of Malta, where, to borrow
the language of Porter, [Hist, ii. 33,) "for
upwards of two centuries and a half, waved
the banner of St. John, an honor to Christianity and a terror to the infidel of the East."
From this time the Order received the designation of " Knights of Malta," a title
should be always enjoyed by the same often bestowed upon it, even in ofiicial doculanguage. These languages, and the digni- ments, in the place of the original one of
ties respectively attached to them, were as
"Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerufollows
salem."
For 268 years the Order retained pos1. Provence
Grand Commander.
But in
2. Auvergne
Grand Marshal.
session of the island of Malta.
3. France
1798 it was surrendered without a strugGrand Hospitaller.
4. Italy
gle by Louis de Hompesch, the imbecile
Grand Admiral.
5. Aragon
and pusillanimous Grand Master, to the
Grand Conservator.
:

:

:

:

:

Germany Grand Bailiff.
Castile: Grand Chancellor.
England Grand Turcopolier.

French army and fleet under Bonaparte;
and this event may be considered as the

But perhaps the greatest of all changes
was that which took place in the personal

Order as an active power.
Hompesch, accompanied by a few knights,
embarked in a few days for Trieste, and
subsequently retired to Montpellier, where
he resided in the strictest seclusion and
poverty until May 12, 1805, when he died,
leaving behind him not enough to remuner-

6.
7.
8.

:

:

character of the Knights. "The Order,"
says Taafe, {Hist., iv. 234,) " had been above
two hundred years old before it managed a
boat, but was altogether equestrian during
its two first, and perhaps most glorious, centuries."
But on settling at Rhodes, the
knights began to attack their old enemies
by sea with the same prowess with which
they had formerly met them on land, and
the victorious contests of the galleys of St.

John with the Turkish

corsairs,

who were

infesting the Mediterranean, proved them
well entitled to the epithet of naval warriors."

In the year 1480, Rhodes was unsuccessfully besieged

8B

by the Ottoman army of

commencement of the

.suppression of the

ate the physicians who had attended him.
The great body of the knights proceeded
to Russia, where the Emperor Paul had a few
years before been proclaimed the protector
of the Order. On the 27th October, 1798,
a Chapter of such of the knights as were
in St. Petersburg was held, and the Emperor Paul I. was elected Grand Master.
This election was made valid, so far as its
irregularities would permit, by the abdication of Hompesch in July, 1799.
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in 1801, his suc- monies of initiation were public and exceedon the throne, Alexander, appointed ingly simple, consisting of little more than
Count Soltikoif as Lieutenant of the the taking of the necessary vow. In this
Mastery, and directed him to convene a the Hospitallers differed from the Templars,
Council at St. Petersburg to deliberate on whose formula of admission was veiled in
Indeed, Porter [Hist., i. 203,) atfuture action. This assembly adopted a secrecy.
new statute for the election of the Grand tributes the escape of the former Order
Master, which provided that each Grand from the accusations that were heaped upon
Priory should in a Provincial Chapter the latter, and which led to its dissolution,
nominate a candidate, and that out of the to the fact that the Knights "abjured all
persons so nominated the Pope should secrecy in their forms and ceremonies."
The Order was dissolved in England by
make a selection. Accordingly, in 1802, the
Pope appointed John de Tommasi, who Henry VIIL, and, although temporarily
was the last knight that bore the title of restored by Mary, was finally abolished in
England.
A decree of the Constituent
Grand Master.
On the death of Tommasi, the Pope de- Assembly abolished it in France in 1792.
clined to assume any longer the responsi- By a decree of Charles IV., of Spain, in
1802, the two languages of Aragon and
bility of nominating a Grand Master, and
appointed the Bailiff Guevarr Luardo Castile became the Koyal Spanish Order of
simply as Lieutenant of the Mastery, a St. John, of which he declared himself the
Grand Master.
title afterwards held by his successors OenNow, only the languages of Germany and
telles, Busca, De Candida and Collavedo.
In 1826 and 1827, the first steps-were taken Italy remain. The Order is, therefore, at
this day in a state of abeyance, if not of
for the revival of the English language, and
Sir Joshua Meredith, Bart., who had been disintegration, although it still maintains
made a knight in 1798 by Hompesch, its vitality, and the functions of Grand
being appointed Lieutenant Prior of Eng- Master are exercised by a Lieutenant of the
land, admitted many English gentlemen Magistery, who resides at Rome. Attempts
into the Order.
have also been made, from time to time, to
But the real history of the Order of St. revive the Order in different places, someJohn of Jerusalem ends with the disgrace- times with and sometimes without the legal
ful capitulation of Malta in 1798.
All sanction of the recognized head of the Orthat has since remained of it all that now der.
For instance, there are now in Engremains,
however imposing may be the land two bodies,
one Catholic, under Sir
titles assumed,
is but the diluted shadow
George Bowyer, and the other Protestant,
of its former existence.
at the head of which is the Duke of ManThe organization of the Order in its chester; but each repudiates the other.
days of prosperity was very complicated, But the relic of the old and valiant Order
partaking both of a monarchial and a re- of Knights Hospitallers claims no connecpublican character. Over all presided a tion with the branch of Masonry which
Grand Master, who, although invested with bears the title of Knights of Malta, and
extensive powers, was still controlled by the hence the investigation of its present conlegislative action of the General Chapter.
dition is no part of the province of this
The Order was divided into eight lan- work.
guages, over each of which presided one of
Knight of Malta, Masonic. The
the Grand dignitaries with the title of Con- degree of Knight of Malta is conferred in
ventual Bailiff. These dignitaries were the the United States as "an appendant Order "
Grand Commander, the Grand Marshal, the in a Commandery of Knights Templars.
Grand Hospitaller, the Grand Conservator, There is a ritual attached to the degree, but
the Grand Turcopolier, the Grand Bailiff, very few are in possession of it, and it is
and the Grand Chancellor. Each of these generally communicated after the candidate
dignitaries resided in the palace or inn at has been created a Knight Templar; the
Malta which was appropriated to his lan- ceremony consisting generally only in the
guage. In every province there were one reading of the passage oi' Scripture preor more Grand Priories presided over by scribed in the Monitors, and the communiGrand Priors, and beneath these were the cation of the modes of recognition.
Commanderies, over each of which was a
How anything so anomalous in history
Commander. There were scattered through as the commingling in one body of Knights
the different countries of Europe 22 Grand Templars and Knights of Malta, and making
Priories and 596 Commanderies.
the same person a representative of both
Those who desired admission into the Orders, first arose, it is now difficult to deOrder as members of the first class, or termine. It was, most probably, a device
Knights of Justice, were required to pro- of Thomas 8. Webb, and was, it may be
duce proofs of noble descent. The cere- supposed, one of the results of a too great

At the death of Paul

cessor

—

;

—

—
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fondness for the accumulation of degrees.
Mitchell, in his History of Freemasonry,
(ii. 83,) says: "The degree, so called, of
Malta, or St. John of Jerusalem, crept in,
we suppose, by means of a bungler, who,
not knowing enough of the ritual to confer
it properly, satisfied
himself by simply
adding a few words in the ceremony of
dubbing and thus, by the addition of a few
signs and words but imperfectly understood,
constituted a Knight Templar also a Knight
of Malta, and so the matter stands to this
day." I am not generally inclined to place
much confidence in Mitchell as an historian;
yet I cannot help thinking that in this instance his guess is not very far from the
truth, although, as usual with him, there
is a tinge of exaggeration in his statement.
There is evidence that the degree was
introduced at a very early period into the
Masonry of this country. In the Constitution of the " United States Grand Encamp-

107,) speaking of the dissensions of the two
Orders, " instead of confining their rivalry
to a friendly emulation, whilst combating
against their common foe, they appeared
more intent upon thwarting and' frustrating
each other, than in opposing the Saracen."
To such an extent liad the quarrels of the
two Orders proceeded, that Pope Alexander III. found it necessary to interfere; and
in 1179 a hollow truce was signed by the
rival houses of the Temple and the Hospital; the terms of which were, however,

;

ment," adopted in 1805, one section enumerates "Encampments of Knights of
Malta, Knights Templars, and Councils of
Knights of the Red Cross."
It will be
observed that the Knight of Malta precedes
the Knight Templar ; whereas, in the present system, the former is made the ultimate
degree of the series. Yet, in this Constitution, no further notice is taken of the
degree for while the fees for the Red Cross
;

and the Templar degrees are prescribed,
there is no reference to any to be paid for
that of Malta. In the revised Constitution
of 1816, the order of the series was changed
to Red Cross, Templar, and Malta, which
arrangement has ever since been maintained.
The Knights of Malta are designated as one of the " Appendant Orders,"
a title and a subordinate position which
the pride of the old Knights of Malta would
hardly have permitted them to accept.
In 1856, the Knights Templars of the
United States had become convinced that
the incorporation of the Order of Malta
with the Knights Templars, and making
the same person the possessor of both
Orders, was so absurd a violation of all historic truth, that at the session of the General Grand Encampment in that year, at
Hartford, Connecticut, on the suggestion
of the author, the degree was unanimously
stricken from the Constitution but at the
session of 1862, in Columbus, Ohio, it was,
I think, without due consideration, restored,
and is now communicated in the Commanderies of Knights Templars.
There is no fact in history better known
than that there existed from their very
birth a rivalry between the two Orders of
the Temple and of St. John of Jerusalem,
which sometimes burst forth into open hostility.
Porter says, [Hist. K. of Malta, i.
;
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never strictly observed by either side. On
the dissolution of the Templars so much
of their possessions as were not confiscated
to public use were given by the sovereigns
of Europe to the Knights of Malta, who
accepted the gift without compunction.
And there is a tradition that the surviving
Templars, indignant at the spoliation and
at the mercenary act of their old rivals in
willingly becoming a party to the robbery,
solemnly registered a vow never thereafter
to recognize them as fi-iends.
The attempt at this day to make a modern Knight Templar accept initiation into
a hated and antagonistic Order is to display a lamentable ignorance of the facts of
history.

Another reason why the degree of
Knight of Malta should be rejected from
the Masonic system is that the ancient
Order never was a secret association. Its
rites of reception were open and public,
wholly unlike anything in Masonry. In
fact, historians have believed that the favor
shown to the Hospitallers, and the persecutions waged against the Templars, are to be
attributed to the fact that the latter Order
had a secret system of initiation which did
not exist in the former. The ritual of reception, the signs and words as modes of

now

practised in the modern
all a mere invention of a very recent date. The old Knights
knew nothing of such a system.

recognition

Masonic ceremonial, are

A

third, and perhaps the best, reason for
rejecting the Knights of Malta as a Masonic
degree is to be found in the fact that the
Order still exists, although in a somewhat

decayed condition and that its members,
claiming an uninterrupted descent from the
Knights who, with Hompesch, left the
island of Malta in 1797, and threw themselves under the protection of Paul of Russia, utterly disclaim any connection with
the Freemasons, and almost contemptuously repudiate the so-called Masonic
branch of the Order. In 1858, a manifesto
;

was issued by the supreme authority of
the Order, dated from "the Magisterial
Palace of the Sacred Order" at Rome,
which, after stating that the Order, as it
then existed, consisted only of the Grand

:
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Langues of Italy and Germany, the knights in Prussia, who trace
descent from the Grand Bailiwick of Brandenburg, and a few other knights who had
been legally received by the Mastership
and Council, declares that
"Beyond and out of the above-mentioned Langues and Priories, and excepting the knights created and constituted as
Priories in the

Knight ofPure Truth.

[Chevalier

de la Pure Verity.) Thory mentions this as
a secret society instituted by the scholars
It could
of the Jesuitical college at Tulle.
scarcely have been Masonic.

Knight of Purity and

liight.

The
[Bitter der Klarheit und des lAchts.)
seventh and last degree of the Rite of the
Clerks of Strict Observance, which see.

Knight of Rhodes. 1. One of the
who may so call or entithemselves are legally ignored by our titles given to the Knights Hospitallers in
consequence of their long residence on the
Sacred Order."
degree formerly
There is no room there provided for the island of Rhodes. 2.
But conferred in the Baldwyn Encampment at
so-called Masonic Knights of Malta.
a writer in Notes and Queries, {3d Ser., iii. Bristol, England. It seems in some way to
413,) who professes to be in possession of have been confounded with the Mediterrathe degree, says, in reply to an inquiry, that nean Pass.
Knight of Rose Croix. See Rose
the Masonic degree " has nothing whatever
Croix.
to do with the Knights Hospitallers of St.
Knight of St. Andrew, Grand
John of Jerusalem." This is most undoubtedly true in reference to the American Scottish. ( Grand Ecossais de Saint An'
"
degree. Neither in its form, its ritual, the dre.) Sometimes called Patriarch of the
objects it professes, its tradition, nor its Crusades." The twenty-ninth degree of the
Its
historical relations, is it in the slightest de- Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite.
gree assimilated to the ancient Order of ritual is founded on a legend, first promulHospitallers, afterwards called Knights of gated by the Chevalier Ramsay, to this
Rhodes, and, finally. Knights of Malta. effect: that the Freemasons were originally
To claim, therefore, to be the modern repre- a society of knights founded in Palestine for
sentatives of that Order, to wear its dress, the purpose of building Christian churches;
to adopt its insignia, to flaunt its banners, that the Saracens, to prevent the execution
and to leave the world to believe that the of this design, sent emissaries among them,
one is but the uninterrupted continuation who disguised themselves as Christians,
of the other, are acts which must be regarded and were continually throwing obstacles in
that on discovering the existas a very ridiculous assumption, if not actu- their way
ally entitled to a less courteous appellation. ence of these spies, the knights instituted
For all these reasons, I think that it is certain modes of recognition to serve as the
much to be regretted that the action of the means of detection that they also adopted
Grand Encampment in repudiating the de- symbolic ceremonies for the purpose of ingree in 1856 was reversed in 1862. The structing the proselytes who had entered
degree has no historical or traditional con- the society in the forms and principles of
nection with Masonry; holds no proper their new religion
and finally, that the
place in a Commandery of Templars, and Saracens, having become too powerful for
ought to be wiped out of the catalogue of the knights any longer to contend with
Masonic degrees.
them, they had accepted the invitation of
Knight of Masonry, Terrible. a king of England, and had removed into
Chevalier Terrible de la Magonnerie. )
de- his dominions, where they thenceforth de(
gree contained in the collection of Le Page. voted themselves to the cultivation of archKnight of Palestine. [Chevalier itecture and the fine arts. On this mythical
de la Palestine.)
1. The sixty-third degree
legend, which in reality was only an appliof the Eite of Mizraim. 2. The ninth de- cation of Ramsay's theory of the origin of
gree of the Eeform of St. Martin. 3. One Freemasonry, the Baron de Tschoudy is
of the series of degrees formerly given in said, about the middle of the last century, to
the Baldwyn Encampment of England, and have formed this degree, which Eagon says
said to have been introduced into Bristol, in [Orthod. Magon., p. 138,) at his death, in
1800, by some French refugees under the 1769, he bequeathed in manuscript to the
authority of the Grand Orient of France.
Council of Emperors of the East and West.
Knight ofPatmos. An apocahrptic On the subsequent extension of the twentydegree mentioned by Oliver in his Landr five degrees of the Eite of Perfection, inmarks. It refers, he says, to the banish- stituted by that body, to the thirty-three dement of St. John.
grees of the Ancient and Accepted Eite,
Knight of Perfumes. [Chevalier this degree was adopted as the twenty-ninth,
des Paijums.)
The eighth degree of the and as an appropriate introduction to the
Rite of the East (Rite d'Orient) according Knights of Kadosh, which it immediateto the nomenclature of Fustier.
ly precedes. Hence the jewel, a St. Anaforesaid, all those

tle

A

;

;

;

A

)

:

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

drew's cross, is said, by Ragon, to be only
a concealed form of the Templar Cross. In
allusion to the time of its supposed invention, it has been called " Patriarch of the
Crusades." On account of the Masonic in-

1. An androgynous deSee Anchor, Order of. 2. The twentyrst degree of the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Knight of the Ape and Lrion.
Gadicke says (Freimaurer-Lex.) that this
Order appeared about the year 1780, but
that its existence was only made known by
its extinction.
It adopted the lion sleeping with open eyes as a symbol of watchfulness, and the ape as a symbol of those
who imitate without due penetration. The
members boasted that they possessed all
the secrets of the Ancient Templars, on
which account they were persecuted by the
modern Order. The lion and ape, as symbols of courage and address, are found in
one of the degrees described in the FranoMagons Ecrassds.

struction

which

it

contains, it also some-

times receives the title of " Grand Master
of Light."
The Lodge is decorated with red hangings supported by white columns. There
are eighty-one lights, arranged as follows
four in each corner before a St. Andrew's
cross, two before the altar, and sixty-three
arranged by nines in seven different parts
of the room. There are three officers, a

\

i

'
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de I'Anore.)

lier

free.

Venerable Grand Master and two Wardens.
The jewel is a St. Andrew's cross, appropriately decorated, and suspended from a green
collar bordered with red.
In the ritual of the Southern Jurisdiction,
Knight of the Arch. ( Clievalier de
the leading idea of a communication be- I'Arche.) A degree found in the nomentween the Christian knights and the Sara- clature of Fustier.
cens has been preserved; but the ceremonies
Knight ofthe Argonauts. ( Chevaand the legendhave been altered. The lesson lier des Argonautes.) The first point of
intended to be taughtis toleration of religion. the sixth degree, or Knight of the Golden
This degree also constitutes the sixty- Fleece of the Hermetic Eite of MontpeUier.
third of the collection of the Metropolitan
of the Banqueting
Chapter of France; the fifth of the Eite Table of the Seven Sages. ( Chevaof Clerks of Strict Observance
and the lier de la Table du Banquet des Sept Sages.
twenty-iirst of the Eite of Mizraim. It is A degree in the Archives of the Mother
also to be found in many other systems.
Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Eite.
Knight of St. Andrew, Free.
Knight of the Black Eagle.

Knight

;

(Chevalier libre de Saint- Andr^.)

A degree

found in the collection of Pyron.
Knigbt of St. Andrew

of the

Chevalier Ecossais de S. Andre
du Chardon.) The seventy-fifth degree of
the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter

Chevalier de I'Aigle noir.) 1. The seventy(
sixth degree of the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter of France called also
Grand Inquisitor, Grand Inspector, Grand
Elu or Elect, in the collection of Le
Eouge. 2. The thirty-eighth degree of the

ofFrance.

Eite of Mizraim.

Thistle.

(

;

Knight of St. John of Jerusalem.

1.

The

original title of the Knights

of Malta, and derived from the church and
monastery built at Jerusalem in 1048 by
the founders of the Order, and dedicated to
St. John the Baptist.
See Knight of Malta.
2.
mystical degree divided into three
sections, which is found in the collection of

A

Leraanceau.

Knight ofSt. John of Palestine.
(Chevalier de Sainte Jean de la Palestine.)
The forty-eighth degree of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
of the Altar. ( Chevalier
de I'Autel.) The twelfth degree of the Eite
of the East according to the nomenclature
of Fustier.

Knight

Knight of the Brazen Serpent.
du Serpent d'Airain.) The twendegree of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Eite. The history of this degree
is founded upon the circumstances related
in Numbers, ch. xxi., ver. 6-9 " And the
Lord sent fiery serpents among the people,
and they bit the people ; and much people
of Israel died. Therefore the people came
to Moses, and said. We have sinned; for
we have spoken against the Lord, and
against thee pray unto the Lord that he
take away the serpents from us. And Moses
prayed for the people. And the Lord said
unto MoseSj Make thee a fiery serpent, and
(

Chevalier

ty-fifth

:

:

upon a pole: and

set it

pass, that every

one that

it

shall

is bitten,

come to
when he

Knight of the American !Ea~ looketh upon it shall live. And Moses
An honorary degree invented many made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a

gle.

some of the Western pole and it came to pass, that if a serpent
was founded on incidents of the had bitten any man, when he beheld the
American Eevolution, and gave an absurd serpent of brass, he lived." In the old
legion of Hiram Abif's boyhood. It is rituals the Lodge was called the Court of
Sinai the presiding officer was styled Most
now, I believe, obsolete.
Knight of the Anchor. ( Cheva- Puissant Grand Master, and represented
years ago in Texas or
States.

;

It

;

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

while the two Wardens, or Minisrepresented Aaron and Joshua. The
Orator was called Pontiff; the Secretary,
Grand Graver ; and the candidate, a Traveller.
In the modern ritual adopted in this
country, the Council represents the camp of
the Israelites. The first three officers represent Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, and are
respectively styled Most Puissant Leader,
Valiant Captain of the Host, and Illustrious Chief of the Ten Tribes. The Orathe Secretary,
tor represents Eleazar;
Ithamar the Treasurer, Phinehas ; and the
candidate an intercessor for the people.
The jewel is a crux ansata, with a serpent
entwined around it. On the upright of the
cross is engraved Thn, khalati, I have auffered, and on the arms jTO'inJ, nakhushtan,

the tau cross or mark on the forehead,
spoken of by the prophet Ezekiel, and
hence the name of the degree. The motto
of the Order is, " Christus regnat, vincit,
triumphat.
Eex regnantium, Dominus
dominantium." Christ reigns, conquers,
and triumphs. King of kings and Lord
of lords.
Knight of the Columns. [ChevaThe seventh degree of
lier des Colonnea.)
the Eite of the East according to the nomenclature of Fustier.
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Moses

;

ters,

;

Knight

of the Comet. ( Chevalier
degree found in the colde la Comete.)
lection of H6cart.
of the Cork. ( Chevalier du
Bouchon. ) An androgynous secret society
established in Italy after the Papal bull

A

Knight

a serpent. The French ritualists would excommunicating the Freemasons, and inhave done better to have substituted for the tended by its founders to take the place of
the Masonic institution.
first word TIXBn, khatati, / have sinned;
the

original

in

Numbers being

IJXOn,

Kathanu, we have sinned. The apron is
white, lined with black, and symbolically
decorated.

an old legend which says that
was founded in the time of the
Crusades, by John Ealph, who established
the Order in the Holy Land as a military
and monastic society, and gave it the name
of the Brazen Serpent, because it was a
part of their obligation to receive and graThere

is

this degree

tuitously nurse sick travellers, to protect
them against the attacks of the Saraoens,
and escort them safely to Palestine ; thus
alluding to the healing and saving virtues
of the Brazen Serpent among the Israelites
in the wilderness.

Knight of the Burning Biisb.

A

du Buisson ardent.)
theodegree of the collection of the
Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish
{Ohevalier

sophic
Eite.

Knight of the Chanuca. ( Ohevor
Her de la Kanuka.) The sixty-ninth degree
of the Eite of Mizraim. The
or
Chanuca, is the feast of the dedication celebrated by the Jews in commemoration of
the dedication of the Temple by Judas MaccabsBus after its pollution by the Syrians.
In the ritual of the degree, the Jewish lighting of seven lamps, one on each day, is imitated, and therefore the ceremony of initiation lasts for seven days.

HDUn.

Knigbt of the Christian Mark.

A

Called also Guard of the Conclave.
defree formerly conferred in the United
tates on Knights Templars in a body
called a Council of the Trinity. The legend
of the Order is that it was organized by
Pope Alexander for the defence of his person, and that its members were selected
from the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.
In the ceremonies there is a reference to

Knight of the Courts.

Chevalier
(
third degree of the Eite
of the East according to the nomenclature
of Fustier.
of the Crown. ( Chevalier
de la Couronne.)
degree in the collection of Pyron.
of the Door. ( Chevalier de
la Porte. ]
The fourth degree of the Eite
of the East according to the nomenclature
of Fustier.
des Parvis.)

Knight

The

A

Knight

Knight of the DoTe. See Dove,
Knights of the. The Knights and Ladies
of the Dove ( Chevaliers et Chevalieres de la
Colombe) was an androgynous secret society
framed on the model of Freemasonry, and
instituted at Versailles in 1784. It had but
an ephemeral existence.

Knight

of the Eagle. {Chevalier
deVAigle.) 1. The first degree of the Chapter of Clermont.
2. The third degree of
the Clerks of Strict Observance. 3. The
fifty-fifth degree of the collection of the
Metropolitan Chapter of France.
4. It
was also one of the degrees of the Chapter
of the Grand Lodge Eoyal York of Berlin.

The

thirty-seventh degree of the Eite of
Thory says it was also one of
the appellations of the degree more commonly called Perfect Master in Architecture,
which is the fourteenth of the Primitive
Scottish Eite; and is found also in some
other systems.
5.

Mizraim.

Knight of the Eagle and Peliean. One of the appellations of the degree
of Eose Croix, because the jewel has on
one side an eagle and on the other a pelican, both at the foot of the cross, in allusion to the symbolism of the degree. See

Pose Croix.

Knight of the Eagle reTersed.
[Chevalier de PAigle renversi.)
Thory records this as a degree to be found in the

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

Archives of tbe Scottish Lodge Saint Louis
des Amis E6unis at Calais. In heraldic
phrase, an eagle reversed is an eagle with
the wings drooping.

Knight of the East.

[Chevalier

This is a degree which has been
extensively diflfused through the most important Eites, and it owes its popularity to
the fact that it commemorates in its legend
and its ceremonies the labors of the Masons
in the construction of the second Temple.
1. It is the fifteenth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, the description of which will apply with slight
modifications to the same degree in all the
other Eites. It is founded upon the history
of the assistance rendered by Cyrus to the
Jews, who permitted them to return to Jerusalem, and to commence the rebuilding of
the house of the Lord. Zerubbabel, therefore, as the Prince of the Jews, and Cyrus
the King of Persia, as his patron, are important personages in the drama of reception which is conducted with great impressiveness even in the old and somewhat imperfect ritual of the last century, but which
has been greatly improved, I think, in the
d' Orient.)

;

modern

rituals adopted by the Supreme
Councils of the United States.
The cordon of a Knight of the East is a
broad green watered ribbon, worn as a
baldric from left to right. The sash or
girdle is of white watered silk, edged above,

and

fi-inged

below with gold.

On

it is

em-

broidered a bridge, with the letters L. D.
P. on the arch, and also on other parts
of the girdle human heads, and mutilated
limbs, and crowns, and swords. The apron
is crimson, edged with green, a bleeding
head and two swords crossed on the flap,
and on the apron three triangles interlaced
formed of triangular links of chains. The
jewel is three triangles interlaced enclosing
two naked swords.
Scripture and the traditions of the Order
furnish us with many interesting facts in
relation to this degree. The Knights of
the East are said to derive their origin from
the captivity of the Israelites in Babylon.
After seventy-two years of servitude, they
were restored to liberty by Cyrus, King of
Persia, through the intercession of Zerubbabel, a prince of the tribe of Judah, and
Nehemias, a holy man of a distinguished
family, and permitted to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple.
2. It is the sixth degree of the French
Eite. It is substantially the same as the
preceding degree.
3. The sixth degree of the old system of
the Eoyal York Lodge of Berlin.
4. The fifteenth degree of the Chapter of
the Emperors of the East and West, and
this was most probably the original degree.

5.

415

The

lection

fifty -second degree of the colof the Metropolitan Chapter of

France.
6.

The

forty-first

degree of the Eite of

Mizraim.
7.

The

sixth degree of the Eite of Phila-

lethes.
8. The eleventh degree of the Adonhiramite Eite.
9. It is also substantially the tenth degree, or Knight of the Eed Cross of the
American Eite. Indeed, it is found in all
the Eites and systems which refer to the
second Temple.

Knight of the East and West.
{Chevalier d' Orient

et

d' Occident.)

1.

The

seventeenth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite. The oldest rituals
of the degree were very imperfect, and did
not connect it with Freemasonry. They
contained a legend that upon the return of
the knights from the Holy Land, in the
time of the Crusaders, they organized the
Order, and that in the year 1118 the first
knights, to the number of eleven, took their
vows between the hands of Garinus, patriarch. The allusion, here, is evidently to the
Knights Templars; and this legend would
most probably indicate that the degree
originated with the Templar system of
Eamsay. This theory is further strengthened by the other legend, that the Knights
of the East represented the Masons who
remained in the East after the building of
the first Temple, while the Knights of the
East and West represented those who travelled West and disseminated the Order
over Europe, but who returned during the
Crusades and reunited with their ancient
brethren, whence we get the name.
The modern ritual as used in the United
States has been greatly enlarged. It still
retains the apocalyptic character of the degree which always attached to it, as is evident from the old tracing-board, which is
the figure described in the first chapter of
the Eevelation of St. John. The jewel is
a heptagon inscribed with symbols derived
from the Apocalypse, among which are the
lamb and the book with seven seals. The
apron is yellow, lined and edged with crimIn the old ritual its device was a twoson.
edged sword. In the new one is a tetractys
of ten dots. This is the first of the philosophical degrees of the Scottish Eite. 2.
The seventeenth degree of the Chapter of
Emperors of the East and West.

Knight of the Eastern

Star.

(Chevalier de V Etoile d' Orient.) The fiftyseventh degree of the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.

Knight of the East, Victorious.

A

de(Chevalier victorieux de V Orient.)
gree found in the collection of H6cart.

KNIGHT

KNIGHT
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Knigbt of the East, White.

was

Cheva-

thirty-third degree of

Jerusalem and discovered the cross, and
that, in 304, it was confirmed by Pope

Knight of the Election, Sub-

Marcellinus, is altogether apocryphal. The
military Order of Knighte of the Holy

The

fortieth

of the Rite of Mizraim.

Knight of the Election.
lier

du

Choix.)

The

(

the Rite of Mizraim.
(Chevalier sublime du Choix.) The
thirty-fourth degree of the Rite of Mizraim.

lime.

Knight of the Golden Eagle.
A degree in

(Chevalier de PAigle d'or.)
the collection of Pyron.

Knight of the Golden Fleece.
The sixth
degree of the Hermetic Rite of Montpellier.
(Chevalier de la Toisson d'or.)

Knight of the Golden Key.
The

third degree of the Hermetic Rite of Montpellier.
(Star.
of the
degree conChevalier de I'Etoile d'or.)
(
tained in the collection of Peuvret.
(

The Masonic legend that it
as obsolete.
instituted by St. Helena, the mother
of Constantine, in 302, after she had visited

degree

(Chevalier d' Orient.)

Chevalier de la Clef d'or.)

Knight

Golden
A

Knight of the Grand Arch.

A degree
(Chevalier de la Orande Arche.)
which Thory says is contained in the Archives of the Lodge of Saint Louis des
Amis Reunis at Calais.
Knight of the Holy City, Beneficent; { Chevalier bienfaiaant de la Cite
The Order of Beneficent Knights
Sainte.)
of the Holy City of Jerusalem was created,
according to Ragon, at Lyons, in France, in
1782, by the brethren of the Lodge of Chevaliers Bienfaisants.

But Thory says

it

was

instituted at the Congress of Wilhelmsbad.
Both are perhaps right. It was probably
first invented at Lyons, at one time a prolific field for the hautes grades, and afterwa,rds adopted at Wilhelmsbad, whence it
began to exercise a great influence over the
Lodges of Strict Observance. The Order
professed the Rite of Martinism ; but the
members attempted to convert Freemasonry
into Templarism, and transferred all the
symbols of the former to the latter system.
Thus, they interpreted the two pillars of the
porch and their names as alluding to Jaco-

bus Burgundus or James the Burgundian,
meaning James de Molay, the last Grand
Master of the Templars; the three gates of
the Temple signified the three vows of the
Knights Templars, obedience, poverty, and

still exists; and Mr. Curzon, in
his Visits to the Monasteries in the Levant,
states that the Order is still conferred in

Sepulchre

Jerusalem, but only on Roman Catholics
of noble birth, by the Reverendissimo or
Superior of the Franciscans, and that the
accolade, or blow of knighthood, is bestowed
with the sword of Godfrey de Bouillon,

which

is

preserved, with his spurs, in the

sacristy of the Church of the Holy SepulMadame Pfeifier, in her Travels in
chre.
Dr.
the Holy Land, confirms this account.
Heylin says that the Order was instituted

when Jerusalem was regained from
the Saracens by Philip of France. Faryn,
in his Theatre d'Honneur, gives a difierent
account of the institution. He says that
while the Saracens possessed the city they
permitted certain canons regular of St.
Augustine to have the custody of the Holy
Sepulchre. Afterwards Baldwyn, King of
Jerusalem, made them Men-of-Arms and
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, and ordained that they should continue to wear
their white habits, and on the breast his
own arms, which were a red cross potent
between four Jerusalem crosses. Their
rule was confirmed by Pope Innocent III.
The Grand Master was the Patriarch of
Jerusalem. They engaged to fight against
infidels, to protect pilgrims, to redeem
Christian captives, hear Mass every day, recite the hours of the cross, and bear the five
red crosses in memory of our Saviour's
wounds. On the loss of the Holy Land,
they retired to Perugia, in Italy, where
they retained their white habit, but assumed
a double red cross. In 1484, they were incorporated with the Knights Hospitallers,
in 1099j

who were then

at Rhodes, but in 1496,
Alexander VI. assumed, for himself and the
Popes his successors, the Grand Mastership,
and empowered the Guardian of the Holy
Sepulchre to bestow Knighthood of the
chastity
and the sprig of acacia referred Order upon pilgrims. Unsuccessful atto that which was planted over the ashes tempts were made by Philip II., of Spain,
of De Molay when they were transferred in 1558, and the Duke of Nevers, in 1625,
to Heredom in Scotland. The Order and to restore the Order.
It is now found only
the doctrine sprang from the Templar sys- in Jerusalem, where it is conferred, as has
tem of Ramsay. The theory of its Jesuitic been already said, by the Superior of the
origin can scarcely be admitted.
Franciscans.
;

Knight of the Holy Sepnlchre.

2.

It is also the fiftieth degree of the

As a Masonic degree, this was formerly Metropolitan Chapter of France.
given in what were called Councils.of the
Knight of the Interior. (ChevaTrinity, next after the Knight of the Chris- lier de I'Intirieur.)
The fifth degree of the
tian Mark but it is no longer conferred in Rite of the East according to the nomenthis country, and may now be considered clature of Fustier.
1.

;

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

Knight of the Kahhala.

(

Cheva-

de la Cabale.)
The eighth degree of
the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter
of France.
lier

Knight of the I^ilies of the Valley. Ihis was a degree conferred by the
Grand Orient of France as an appendage
to Templarism.
The Knights Templars
who received it were constituted Knights
Commanders.

Knight of the Uon.
du Lion.)

(Chevalier
the

The twentieth degree of

Metropolitan Chapter of France.

Knight of the Mediterranean
An honorary degree that was
formerly conferred in Encampments of
Knights Templars, but is now disused.
Its meetings were called Councils; and its
ritual, which was very impressive, supplies
the tradition that it was founded about the
year 1367, in consequence of certain events
which occurred to the Knights of Malta.
In an excursion made by a party of these
knights in search of forage and provisions,
they were attacked while crossing the river
Oifanto, (the ancient Autidio,) by a large
body of Saracens, under the command of
the renowned Amurath I. The Saracens
had concealed themselves in ambush, and
when the knights were on the middle of
the bridge which spanned the river, they
were attacked by a sudden charge of their
enemies upon both extremities of the bridge.
A long and sanguinary contest ensued the
knights fought with their usual valor, and
were at length victorious. The Saracens
were defeated with such immense slaughter, that fifteen hundred of their dead bodies encumbered the bridge, and the river
was literally stained with their blood. In
commemoration of this event, and as a reward for their valor, the victorious knights
had free permission to pass and repass in
all the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea
without danger of molestation, whence the
name of the degree is derived. As the latter part of this legend has not been verified by voyagers in the Mediterranean, the
degree has long been disused.
I had a
ritual of it, which was in the handwriting
of Dr. Moses Holbrook, the Grand Commander of the Southern Supreme Council
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
Pass.

;

Knight of the Moon. A mock
Masonic society, established in the last
century in London. It ceased to exist in
the year 1810.

Knight of the Morning
Called also. Knight of Hope. A

degree
Archives of the Mother Lodge of
the Philosophical Rite, which is said to be a
modification of the Kadosh.

Knight of the IVinth Arch. The
3C

cepted Scottish Rite, called also the " Royal
Arch of Solomon," and sometimes the
" Royal Arch of Enoch." It is one of the
most interesting and impressive of what
are called the Ineffable degrees. Its legend
refers to Enoch and to the method by which,
notwithstanding the destructive influence
of the deluge and the lapse of time, he was
enabled to preserve important secrets to be
afterwards communicated to the Craft. According to the present ritual, its principal
officers are a Thrice Puissant Grand Master,
representing King Solomon, and two Wardens, representing the King of Tyre and the
Inspector Adoniram. Bodies of this degree
are called Chapters. The color is black
strewed with tears. The jewel is a circular
medal of gold, around which is inscribed
the following letters R. S. R. S. T. P. S.
R. I. A. Y. E. 8., with the date Anno Enochi 2995.
On the reverse is a blazing triangle with the Tetragrammaton in the centre
:

in

Samaritan letters.
This degree claims great importance in

the history of Masonic ritualism. It is
found, under various modifications, in almost all the Rites; and, indeed, without it,
or something like it, the symbolism of Freemasonry cannot be considered as complete.
Indebted for its origin to the inventive
genius of the Chevalier Ramsay, it was
adopted by the Council of the Emperors of
the East and West, whence it passed into
the Ancient and Accepted Rite. Brought
by Ramsay into England, where, however,
it subsehe failed to secure its adoption,
quently gave rise to the Royal Arch of Dermott and that of Dunckerley. Though
entirely different in its legend from the
Royal Arch of the York and American
Rites, its symbolic design is the same, for
one common thought of a treasure lost and
found pervades them all. Vassal, who is
exceedingly flippant in much that he has
written of Ecossism, says of this degree,
that, "considered under its moral and religious aspects, it offers nothing either instructive or useful." It is evident that he
understood nothing of its true symbolism.

—

—

Knight of the Worth. Chevalier
A degree in the Archives of the
(

du Nord.)

Lodge of Saint Louis des Amis R6unis at
Thory mentions another degree
Calais.
called Sublime Knight of the North, which
he says is the same as one in the collection
of Peuvret, which has the singular title of

Daybreak of the Rough Ashlar, Point du
Star. Jour de la Pierre Brute.

in the

thirteenth degree of the Ancient

417

and Ac27

Knight of the Phcenix.
lier

du Phenix.)

The

Cheva(
fourth degree of the

Philosophic Scottish Rite.

Knight of the Prussian Eagle.
Chevalier de I'Aigle Prusden.)
the collection of H6cart.
(

A degree in

418

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

Knight of the Puriflcatory-

can Templar system, undoubtedly took it
from the sixteenth degree, or Prince of
Jerusalem of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite.
It has, within a few years, been carKnight of the Pyramid. ( Cheva- ried into England, under the title of the
The seventh degree ," Red Cross of Babylon." In New Brunslier de la Pyramide.)
wick, it has been connected with Cryptic
of the Kabbalistic Rite.
Knight of the Ralnhow. {Cheva- Masonry. It is there as much out of place
The sixty-eighth de- as it is in a Commandery of Knights Temlier de r Arc-en-ciel.)
Its only true connection is with the
plars.
gree of the Rite of Mizraim.
Cross. This Roval Arch degree.
Knight of the
Knight ofthe
Eagle. {Chevdegree, whose legend dates it far anterior
The thirty-ninth
alier de I'Aigle rouge.)
to the Christian era, and in the reign of
Darius, has no analogy with the chivalric degree of the Rite of Mizraim. The red
eagle forms a part of the arms of the House
It is purely Maorders of knighthood.
sonic, and intimately connected with the of Brandenburg, and the Order of Knights
Royal Arch degree, of which, in fact, it of the Red Eagle was instituted, in 1705,
ought rightly to be considered as an ap- by George William, hereditary Prince of
pendage. It is, however, now always con- Bayreuth. In 1792, it was placed among
the Prussian orders. The Masonic degree
ferred in a Commandery of Knights Templars in this country, and is given as a pre- has no connection with the political order.
liminary to reception in that degree. For- The Mizrairaites appropriated all titles that
merly, the degree was sometimes conferred they fancied.
Knight of the Rose. {Chevalier de
in an independent council, which Webb
The Order of the Knights and
la Rose.)
{edit. 1812, p. 123,) defines to be " a counLadies of the Rose {Chevaliers et Chevalieres
cil that derives its authority immediately
from the Grand Encampment unconnected de la Rose) was an order of adoptive or
with an Encampment of Knights Tem- androgynous Masonry, invented in France
plars."
The embassy of Zerubbabel and towards the close of the eighte^th century.
four other Jewish chiefs to the court of M. de Chaumont, the Masonic secretary
Darius to obtain the protection of that of the Due de Chartres, was its author.
monarch from the encroachments of the The principal seat of the order was at
Samaritans, who interrupted the labors in Paris. The hall of meeting was called the
the reconstruction of the Temple, consti- Temple of Love. It was ornamented with
tutes the legend of the Red Cross degree. garlands of flowers, and hung round with
The history of this embassy is found in the escutcheons on which were painted various
eleventh book of the Antiquities of Jose- devices and emblems of gallantry. There
phus, whence the Masonic ritualists have were two presiding officers, a male and feundoubtedly taken it. The only authority male, who were styled the Hierophant and
of Josephus is the apocryphal record of the High Priestess. The former initiated
Esdras, and the authenticity of the whole men, and the latter, women. In the initiatransaction is doubted or denied by modern tions, the Hierophant was assisted by a
historians. The legend is as follows After conductor or deacon called Sentiment, and
the death of Cyrus, the Jews, who had been the High Priestess by a conductress or deareleased by him from their captivity, and coness called Discretion.
The members
permitted to return to Jerusalem, for the pur- received the title of Knights and Nymphs.
pose of rebuilding the Temple, found them- The Knights wore a crown of myrtle, the
selves obstructed in the undertaking by the Nymphs, a crown of roses. The Hierophant
neighboring nations, and especially by the and High Priestess wore, in addition, a roseSamaritans. Hereupon they sent an em- colored scarf, on which were embroidered
bassy, at the head of which was their two doves within a wreath of myrtle. Durprince, Zerubbabel, to Darius, the successor ing the time of initiation, the hall was lit
of Cyrus, to crave his interposition and with a single dull taper, but afterwards it
protection. Zerubbabel, awaiting a favor- was brilliantly illuminated by numerous
able opportunity, succeeded not only in wax candles.
obtaining his request, but also in renewing
When a candidate was to be initiated, he
the friendship wnich formerly existed be- or she was taken in charge. Recording to
tween the king and himself. In commemo- the sex, by the conductor or conductress,
ration of these events, Darius is said to divested of all weapons, jewels, or money,
have instituted a new order, and called it hoodwinked, loaded with chains, and in this
the Knights of the East. They afterwards condition conducted to the door of the Temassumed their present name from the red ple of Love, where admission was demanded
cross borne in their banners.
Webb, or by two knocks. Brother Sentiment then
whoever else introduced it into the Ameri- introduced the candidate by order of the

{Chevalier du Purificatoire.) The sixteenth
degree of the Rite of the East according to
the nomenclature of Fustier.
,

Red

Red

:

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

Hierophant or High Priestess, and lie or she
was asked his or ner name, country, condition of life, and, lastly, what he or she was
seeking. To this the answer was, " Happi-

degree in
the Archives of the Lodge of Saint Louis
des Amis E6unis at Calais.
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Knight of the Ronnd- Table.
(

Chevalier de la Table ronde.)

A

Knight of the Round-Table of

ness."

The next question proposed was, " What King Arthur. {Chevalier de la Table
is your age?"
The candidate, if a male, ronde du Roi Arthur.) 1. Thory says that
replied, " The age to love " if a female, this is a degree of the Primitive Eite but
" The age to please and to be loved."
I can find no such degree in the nomenclaThe candidates were then interrogated ture of the Eite.
;

;

concerning their private opinions and conduct in relation to matters of gallantry.
The chains were then taken from them, and
they were invested with garlands of flowers
which were called "the chains of love."
In this condition they were made to traverse the apartment from one extremity to
another, and then back in a contrary direction, over a path inscribed with love-knots.
The following obligation was then administered :
" I promise and swear by the Grand Master of the Universe never to reveal the secrets of the Order of the Kose and should I
fail in this my vow, may the mysteries I
shall receive add nothing to my pleasures,
aud instead of the roses of happiness may
I find nothing but the thorns of repentance."
;

The candidates were then conducted to
the mysterious groves in the neighborhood
of the Temple of Love, where the Knights
received a crown of myrtle, and the Nymphs
a simple rose. During this time a soft,
melodious march was played by the orchestra.
After this, the candidates were conducted to the altar of mystery, placed at the
foot of the Hierophant's throne, and there
incense was offered up to Venus and her
son.
If it was a Knight who had been initiated, he now exchanged his crown of myrtle for the rose of the last initiated Nymph
and if a Nymph, she exchanged her rose
for the myrtle crown of Brother Sentiment.
The Hierophant now read a copy of verses
in honor of the god of Mystery, and the
bandage was at length taken from the eyes
of the candidate. Delicious music and
brilliant lights now added to the charms
of this enchanting scene, in the midst of
which the Hierophant communicated to the
candidate the modes of recognition peculier to the Order.
The Order had but a brief existence.
In 1784, F. B. von Grossing invented, in
Germany, an Order bearing a similar name,
but its duration was as ephemeral as that
of the French one.
;

Knight of the Rosy and Triple

2.

I

have seen the manuscript of a de-

gree of this

name

written

many

years ago,

which was in the possession of Brother C.W.
Moore, of Boston. It was an honorary degree, and referred, if I recollect aright, to
the poetic legend of King Arthur and his
knights.

Knight ofthe Royal Axe.
lier de la

royale Hache. )

(Cheva-

The twenty-second

degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, called also Prince of Libanus, or
Lebanon. It was instituted to record the
memorable services rendered to Masonry
by the " mighty cedars of Lebanon." The

legend of the degree informs us that the
Sidonians were employed in cutting cedars

on Mount Libanus or Lebanon for the
construction of Noah's ark. Their descendants subsequently cut cedars from the same
place for the ark of the covenant and the
descendants of these were again employed
in the same offices, and in the same place,
;

in obtaining materials for building Solomon's Temple. Lastly, Zerubbabel employed them in cutting the cedars of Lebanon for the use of the second Temple.
This celebrated nation formed colleges on
Mount Lebanon, and in their labors always
adored the Great Architect of the Universe.
I have no doubt that this last sentence refers to the Druses, that secret sect of Theists
who still reside upon Mount Lebanon and
in the adjacent parts of Syria and Palestine,

and whose mysterious ceremonies have

attracted so

much

of the curiosity of East-

ern travellers.

The apron

of the Knights of the Eoyal
white, lined and bordered with purple.
On it is painted a round-table, on
which are laid several architectural plans.
On the flap is a three-headed serpent. The
jewel is a golden axe, having on the handle and blade the initials of several personages illustrious in the history of Masonry. The places of meeting in this degree
are called " Colleges." This degree is especially interesting to the Masonic scholar in
consequence of its evident reference to the
mystical association of the Druses, whose

Axe

is

Chevalier de la Rose et 'IHple
degree in the Archives of the
Lodge of St. Louis des Amis R6unis at Calais.

connection with the Templars at the time
of the Crusades forms a yet to be investigated episode in the history of Freema-

Knight of the Rosy Cross.
Ro^ Cross.

sonry.

Cross.
Croix.)

{

A

See

Knight of the Sa«red Moun-

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

Chevalier de la Montague Sacree.)
in the Archives of the Lodge of
Saint Louis des Amis Keunis at Calais.

ern ritual, for which we are indebted to the
inventive genius of Brother Albert Pike, it
is by far the most learned and philosophical of the Scottish degrees.
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tain.

(

A degree

Knight of

tlie

Sanctuary.

Knight of the Sword. ( Chevalier
de VEpee.) One of the titles of the Scottish Rite degree of Knight of the East. So
Knigbt of the Sepulchre. The called in allusion to the legend that the
sixth degree of the system of the Grand Masons at the second Temple worked with
the trowel in one hand and the sword in
Lodge Royal York at Berlin.
Knight of the South. ( Chevalier the other. Du Cange, on the authority of
du Sud.) The eighth degree of the Swedish Arnoldus Lubeckius, describes an Order, in
of the Sword,
Rite, better known as the Favorite of St. the Middle Ages, of Knights
{Milites Oladii,) who, having vowed to wield
John.
Knight of the Star. ( Chevalier de the sword for God's service, wore a sword
degree in the collection of embroidered on their mantles as a sign of
I'Eioile.)
their profession, whence they took their
Pyron.
Knight of the Sun. ( Chevalier du name. But it was not connected with the
The twenty-eighth degree of the Masonic degree.
Sokil.)
Knight of the Tabernacle. In
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, called
also Prince of the Sun, Prince Adept, and the Minute Book of the "Grand Lodge of
Key of Masonry, or Chaos Disentangled. all England," extracts from which are
It is a Kabbalistic and Hermetic degree, and given by Bro. Hughan in his Unpublished
Records, we find the expression Knight of
its instructions and symbols are full of the
Kabbala and Alchemy. Thus, one of its the Tabernacle, used in the year 1780, as
favorite words is Stibium, which, with the synonymous with Knight Templar.
Knight of the Tabernacle of
Hermetic Philosophers, meant the primal
(Chevalier du
matter of all things. The principal officers the Divine Truths.
degree
are Father Adam and Brother Truth, alle- Tabernacle des Verites divines.)
gorizing in the old rituals the search of cited in the nomenclature of Fustier.
Knight of the Temple. ( Chevalier
Man after Truth. The other officers are
named after the seven chief angels, and the du Temple.) This degree is common to all
brethren are called Sylphs, or, in the Amer- the systems of Masonry founded on the
can ritual, Aralim or Heroes. The jewel is Templar doctrine.
1. It is a synonym of Knight Templar.
a golden sun, having on its reverse a hem2. The eighth degree of the Rite of the
isphere with the six northern signs of the
There is but one light in the Philalethes.
zodiac.
3. The sixty-ninth degree of the collecLodge, which shines through a globe of
tion of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
glass.
This degree is not confined to the Scot4. The sixth degree of the Clerks of Strict
tish Rite, but is found sometimes with a Observance.
different name, but with the same Hermetic
5. The ninth degree of the Rite of the
design, more or less developed in other East according to the nomenclature of
Rites.
Ragon, with whom Delauuay and Fustier.
Chemin - Dupontfes concur, says that it is
6. The thirty-sixth degree of the Rite of
not, like many of the high decrees, a mere Mizraim.
modern invention, but that it is of the
Knight of the Three Kings. An
highest antiquity; and was, in fact, the last' American side degree of but little impordegree of the ancient initiations teaching, tance. Its history connects it with the dediunder an Hermetic appearance, the doc- cation of the first Temple, the conferrer of
trines of natural religion, which formed an the degree representing King Solomon. Its
essential part of the Mysteries.
But Ra- moral tendency appears to be the inculcagon must here evidently refer to the gen- tion of reconciliation of grievances among
eral, philosophic design rather than to the Masons by friendly conference.
It may be
particular organization of the degree. conferred by any Master Mason on another.
Thory, with more plausibility, ascribes its
Knight ofthe Throne. ( Chevalier
invention as a Masonic degree to Pernetty, du TrSne.) The second degree of the Rite
the founder of the Hermetic Rite. Of all of the East according to the nomenclature
the high degrees, it is, perhaps, the most of Fustier.
important and the most interesting to the
Knight of the Triple Cross.
scholar who desires to investigate the true {Chevalier de la Triple Croix.)
The sixtysecret of the Order.
Its old catechisms, sixth degree of the collection of the Metronow unfortunately too much neglected, are politan Chapter of France.
full of suggestive thoughts, and in its modKnight of the Triple Period.

The eleventh
degree of the Rite of the East according
to the collection of Fustier.
{Chevalier

du

Sanetuaire.)

A

A

)

KNIGHT

KNIGHT
A

{Chevalier de la Triple Piriode.)
degree
in the Archives of the Lodge of Saint
Louis des Amis B6unis at Calais.

Knigbt of the Triple Sword.

A degree

{Chevalier de la Triple Epde.)
the collection of Pyron.

in

formerly conferred in the Chapter attached
Grand Orient of Bologne.

to the

Knight, Sacrificing.
A degree found ia

Sacrifiant.)

(

Chevalier des teux Aiglea Cou-

The twenty-second degree of the

ronnees.)

collection of the Metropolitan

Chapter of

France.

Knight of the West.

(

Chevalier d'

Occident.)
1. The sixty-fourth degree of
the collection of the Metropolitan Chapter

of France. 2. The forty-seventh degree of
the Bite of Mizraim.

Knight of the White and Black
Eagle.

{Chevalier de I'Aigle blancetnoir.)
titles of the thirtieth degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, or
Knight Kadosh. In the Rite of Perfection
of the Emperors of the East and West, it
constituted the twenty-fourth degree, under
the title of Knight Commander of the
White and Black Eagle. The white eagle
was the emblem of the eastern empire, and
the black of the western. Hence we have
the Knights of the White Eagle in Russia,
and the Knights of the Black Eagle in
Prussia, as orders of chivalry. The two
combined were, therefore, appropriately
(so far as the title is concerned) adopted

One

.

the

o'f

by the Council which assumed Masonic
jurisdiction over both empires.

Knight of the White Eagle.
The

sixty-fourth degree of the Rite of
Mizraim. As a political order, that of the
Knights of the White Eagle were instituted
by Wladistas, King of Poland, in 1325.
It is still conferred by the Czar of Russia.

Knight of Unction.
Onoiion.j
lection of

The

(

Chevalier d'

degree of the colthe Metropolitan Chapter of
fifty-first

France.

Knight, Perfect.
fait.)

{Chevalier Par-

A degree of the Ancient Chapter of

Clermont, found in the Archives of the
Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Rite.
Knight, Professed. See Bgues
Pro/essus.

Knight, Prussian. See Noaehite.
Also the thirty-fifth degree of the Rite of
Mizraim.

Knigh t Bpwer.

(

Chevalier Rameur.

The Order of the Knights and Ladies
Rowers {Ordre des Chevaliers Rameurs et
Chevaliereg Rameures) was an androgynous
and adoptive Rite, founded at the city of
Rouen, in France, in 1738, and was therefore one of the earliest instances of the
adoptive system. It met with very little
success.

Knight,
[Chevalier

Royal

royal

Tictorious.

Vietorieux.)

A

degree

(

Chevalier

the Archives
of Saint Louis des Amis

of the Lodge
Rfiunis at Calais.

Knight of the Two Crowned
Eagles.
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Knights of the East, Council of.

A

CoHseil des Chevaliers d' Orient.)
Chapter of High Degrees, under this name, was
established at Paris, on July 22, 1762, by
one Pirlet, a tailor, as the rival of the
(

Council of Emperors of the East and West.
Baron de Tschoudy became one of its

members.

Knight Templar. The piety or
the superstition of the age had induced
multitudes of pilgrims in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries to visit Jerusalem for the
purpose of offering their devotions at the
sepulchre of the Lord and the other holy
places in that city. Many of these religious
wanderers were weak or aged, almost all
of them unarmed, and thousands of them
were subjected to insult, to pillage, and
often to death, inflicted by the hordes of
Arabs who, even after the capture of Jerusalem by the Christians, continued to infest the sea-coast of Palestine and the roads
to the capital.
To protect the pious pilgrims thus exposed to plunder and bodily outrage, nine
French knights, the followers of Baldwyn,
united, in the year 1118, in a military confraternity or brotherhood in arms, and entered into a solemn compact to aid each
other in clearing the roads, and in defending the pilgrims in their passage to the
hcuy city.
Two of these knights were Hugh de
Payens and Godfrey de St. Aldemar. Raynouard {Les Templiers) says that the names
of the other seven have not been preserved
in history, but Wilke {Oesehichte des T. U.
Ordens) gives them as Roral, Gundemar,
Godfrey Bisol, Payens de Montidier, Archibald de St.

Aman, Andr6 de Montbar, and

the Count of Provence.
Uniting the monastic with the military
character, they took, in the presence of the
Patriarch of Jerusalem, the usual vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedienpe, and with
great humility assumed the title of " Poor
Fellow Soldiers of Christ." Baldwyn, the
King of Jerusalem, assigned for their residence a part of his palace which stood near
the former site at the Temple; and the
Abbot and Canons of the Temple gave
them, as a place in which to store their
arms and magazines, the street between the
palace and the Temple, whence they derived the name of Templars; a title which
they ever afterwards retained.
Raynouard says that Baldwyn sent Hugh
de Payens to Europe to solicit a new cru-

KNIGHT

KNIGHT
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whoever presented himself for admission
into the Order must prove that he was
sprung from a knightly family, and was
gious military order in imitation of that born in lawful wedlock that he was free
that he was
of the Hospitallers. The pontiff referred from all previous obligations
them to the ecclesiastical council which neither married nor betrothed that he had
was then in session at Troyes, in Cham- not made any vows of reception in another
pagne. Thither De Payens repaired, and Order; that he was not involved in debt;
represented to the fathers the vocation of and finally, that he was of a sound and
himself and his companions as defenders healthy constitution of body.
The Order of the
2. The Chaplains.
of the pilgrim the enterprise was approved,
and St. Bernard was directed to prescribe a Temple, unlike that of the Hospitallers,
consisted at first only of laymen. But the
rule for the infant Order.
This rule, in which the knights of the bull of Pope Alexander III., issued in
Order are called Pauperes commilitis Chriati 1162, gave the Templars permission to receive into their houses spiritual persons
et Templi Salomonis, or " The Poor Fellow
Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of who were not bound by previous vows,
Solomon," is still extant. It consists of the technical name of whom was chapseventy-two chapters, the details of which lains. They were required to serve a noviand that while there he presented his
companions to Pope Honorius II., from
whom he craved permission to form a relisade,

;

;

;

;

are remarkable for their ascetic character.
It enjoined severe devotional exercises, selfIt premortification, fasting, and prayer.
scribed for the professed knights white garments as a symbol of a pure life; esquires
and retainers were to be clothed in black.

To the white dress, Pope Eugenius II. subsequently added a red cross, to be worn on
the left breast as a symbol of martyrdom.
Hugh de Payens, thus provided with a
rule that gave permanence to his Order,and
encouraged by the approval of the Church,
returned to Jerusalem, carrying with him
many recruits from among the noblest families of Europe.
The Templars soon became pre-eminently
distinguished as warriors of the cross. St.
Bernard, who visited them in their Temple retreat, speaks in the warmest terms of
their self-denial, their frugality, their mod" Their
esty, their piety, and their bravery.
arms," he says, " are their only finery, and
they use them with courage, without dreading either the number or the strength of
the barbarians. All their confidence is in
the Lord of Hosts, and in fighting for his
cause they seek a sure victory or a Christian and honorable death."

Their banner was the Beauseant, of divided white and black, indicative of peace
to their friends, but destruction to their
foes. At their reception each Templar swore
never to turn his back on three enemies, but
should he be alone, to fight them if they
were infidels. It was their wont to say
that a Templar ought either to vanquish or
die, since he had nothing to give for his
ransom but his girdle and his knife.
The Order of the Temple, at first exceedingly simple in its organization, became
in a short time very complicated. In the
twelfth century it was divided into three
classes, which were Knights, Chaplains,
and Serving Brethren.
1. The Knights.
It was required that

The reception was, except
in a few points not applicable to the clergy,
the same as that of the knights, and they
were required to take only the three vows
of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Their
duties were to perform all religious offices,
and to oflSciate at all the ceremonies of the
Order, such as the admission of members
tiate of a year.

Their privileges were,
however, unimportant, and consisted principally in sitting next to the Master, and
being first served at table.
The only qual3. The Serving Brethren.
ification required of the serving brethren,
was, that they should be free born and not
slaves yet it is not to be supposed that all
the persons of this class were of mean condition. Many men, not of noble birth, but
of wealth and high position, were found
at installations, etc.

;

among the serving brethren. They fought
in the field under the knights, and performed at home the menial offices of the
household. At first there was but one class
of them, but afterwards they were divided
into two
the Brethren-at-Arms, and the
Handicraft Brethren. The former were the
soldiers of the Order.
The latter, who were
the most esteemed, remained in the Preceptories, and exercised their various trades,
such as those of farriers, armorers, etc.
The reception of the serving brethren did
not differ, except in some necessary parThey
ticulars, from that of the knights.
were, however, by the accident of their
birth, precluded from promotion out of

—

their class.

Besides these three classes there was a
not, however, living in the bosom
of the Order,
who were called Affiliati
or the Affiliated. These were persons of
various ranks and of both sexes, who were
recognized by the Order, though not openly
connected with it, as entitled to its protection, and admitted to a participation in
some of its privileges, such as protection
fourth,

—

—

KNIGHT

KNIGHT

from the interdicts of the Church, which
did not apply to the members of the Order.
There was also a class called Donates or
DonaU. These were either youths whom

their arms, carried him into the chapel
and placed him before the altar, where he
continued kneeling, while the brethren

their parents destined for the service of the

Order when they had attained the proper
age, or adults who had bound themselves to
aid and assist the Order so long as they
lived, solely from their admiration of it,
and a desire to share its honors.
Over these presided the Grand Master,
more usually styled, in the early days of
the Order, simply the Master of the Temple.
In the treaty of peace executed in 1178,
between the Templars and the Hospitallers,
Odo de St. Armand calls himself " Humble
Master of the Order of the Temple." But
in after times this spirit of humility was
lost sight of, and the title of Grand Master
was generally accorded to him. His allowances were suitable to the distinguished
rank he held, for in the best days of the
Order the Grand Master was considered as
the equal of a sovereign.

The Grand Master

resided originally at
afterwards, when that city was
lost, at Acre, and finally at Cyprus.
His
duty always required him to be in the Holy
Land; he consequently never resided in
Europe.
He was elected for life from
among the knights in the following manner.
On the death of the Grand Master, a
Grand Prior was chosen to administer the
affairs of the Order until a successor could
be elected. When the day which had been
appointed for the election arrived, the
Chapter usually assembled at the chief seat
of the Order ; three or more of the most

Jerusalem

;

esteemed knights were then proposed; the
Grand Prior collected the votes, and he who
had received the greatest number was nominated to be the electing Prior. An Assistant was then associated with him, in the
person of another knight. These two remained all night in the chapel, engaged in
prayer. In the morning, they chose two
others, and these four, two more, and so on
until the number of twelve (that of the
The twelve
apostles) had been selected.
then selected a Chaplain. The thirteen
then proceeded to vote for a Grand Master,
who was elected by a majority of the votes.
When the election was completed, it was
announced to the assembled brethren and
when all had promised obedience, the Prior,
if the person was present, said to him, "In
the name of God the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, we have chosen, and do
choose thee. Brother N., to be our Master."
Then, turning to the brethren, he said,
" Beloved Sirs and Brethren, give thanks
unto God; behold here our Master." The
Chaplains then chanted the Te Deum; and
the brethren, taking their new Master in
;

423

prayed, and the Chaplains repeated the
Kyrie Eleison, the Pater Master, and other
devotional exercises.
Next in rank to the Grand Master was
the Seneschal, who was his representative
and lieutenant. Then came the Marshal,
who was the General of the Order. Next
was the Treasurer, an office that was always
united with that of Grand Preceptor of Jerusalem. He was the Admiral of the Order.
The Draper, the next officer in rank, had
charge of the clothing of the Order. He
was a kind of Commissary General. The
Turcopolier was the Commander of the
light-horse.
There was also a class of officers called Visitors,

whose

duties, as their

name

imports, was to visit the different
Provinces, and correct abuses. There were
also some subordinate offices appropriated
to the Serving Brethren, such as Sub-Marshal, Standard- Bearer, Farrier, etc.
These officers, with the Grand Preceptors
•of the Provinces and the most distinguished
knights who could attend, constituted the
General Chapter or great legislative assembly of the Order, where all laws and regulations were made and great officers elected.
This assembly was not often convened, and
in the intervals its powers were exercised
by the Chapter of Jerusalem.
The Order thus organized, as it increased
in prosperity and augmented its possessions
in the East and in Europe, was divided into Provinces, each of which was governed
by a Grand Preceptor or Grand Prior for
the titles were indiscriminately used. That,
however, of Preceptor was peculiar to the
Templars, while that of Prior was common
both to them and to the Knights HospitalThese Provinces were
lers of St. John.
fifteen in number, and were as follows:
Jerusalem, Tripolis, Antioch, Cyprus, Portugal, Castile and Leon, Aragon, France
and Auvergne, Normandy, Aquitaine, Provence, England, including Scotland and Ireland Germany, Upper and Central Italy,
;

;

and Apulia and

Sicily.

Hence

it

will be

seen that there was no part of Europe, except the impoverished kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, where the
Templars had not extended their possessions and their influence.
In all the Provinces there were numerous
temple-houses called Preceptories, presided
over by a Preceptor. In each of the larger
Preceptories there was a Chapter, in which
local regulations were made and members
were received into the Order.
The reception of a knight into the Order

was a very solemn ceremonial. It was secret, none but members of the Order being

"

:
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permitted to be present. In this it differed
from that of the Knights of Malta, whose
form of reception was open and public; and
it is to this difference, between a public reception and a secret initiation, that may,
perhaps, be attributed a portion of the spirit
of persecution exhibited by the Church to
the Order in its latter days.
Of this reception, the best and most authentic account is given by Mlinter in his
Statatenbuch des Ordens der Tempelherren,
(pp. 29^2,) and on that I shall principally

to the good deeds of the Order, as one who
will for all his life long be the servant and
slave of the Order."
The Master replied: "Beloved Brother,
you are desirous of a great matter, for you
see nothing but the outward shell of our
Order. It is only the outward shell when
you see that we have fine horses and rich
caparisons, that we eat and drink well, and
From this you
are splendidly clothed.
conclude that you will be well off with us.
But you know not the rigorous maxims
which are in our interior. For it is a hard
matter for you, who are your own master,
You
to become the servant of another.
will hardly be able to perform, in ftiture,
For when you
what you wish yourself.
wish to be on this side of the sea, you will
be sent to the other side when you will
wish to be in Acre, you will be sent to the
district of Antioch, to Tripolis, or to Armenia; or you will be sent to Apulia, to
Sicily, or to Lombardy, or to Burgundy,
France, England, or any other country
where we have houses and possessions.
When you will wish to sleep, you will be
ordered to watch ; when you will wish to
watch, then you will be ordered to go to
bed when you will wish to eat, then you
will be ordered to do something else. And
as both we and you might suffer great in-
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rely.

On the day of the reception, the Master
and the knights being in the Chapter, the
Master said
" Beloved Knights aad Brethren, ye see
that the majority are willing that this man
If there be
shall be received as a brother.

among you any one who knows anything
concerning him, wherefor he cannot rightfully become a brother, let him say so.
For it is better that this should be made
known beforehand than after he has been
brought before us." All being silent, the
candidate is conducted into an adjoining
chamber. Two or three of the oldest
knights are sent to him to warn him of the
difficulties and hardships that he will have
to encounter; or, as the Benedictine rule
says, all the hard and rough ways that lead
" omnia dura et aspera, per qute
to God
itur ad Deum."
They commenced by saying : " Brother, do
you seek the fellowship of the Order? " If
he replied affirmatively, they warned him
of the rigorous services which would be demanded of him. Should he reply that he
was willing to endure all for the sake of
God and to become the slave of the Order,
they further asked him if he were married

—

or betrothed ; -if he had ever entered any
other Order ; if he owed more than he could
pay if he was of sound body and if he
was of free condition? If his replies were
;

;

satisfactory, his

examiners returned to the

Chapter room and made report; whereupon
the Master again inquired if any one present knew anything against the candidate.
All being silent, he asked: "Are you willing that he should be received in God's
name;" and all the knights answered:
"Let him be received in God's name." His
examiners then returned to him and asked
him if he still persisted in his intention.
If he replied that he did, they gave him the
necessary instructions how he should act,
and led him to the door of the Chapter
room. There entering he cast himself on
his knees before the Master, with folded
hands, and said " Sir, I am come before God,
before you and the brethren, and pray and
beseech you, for God and our dear Lady's
sake, to admit me into your fellowship and
:

;

;

convenience from what you have, mayhap,
concealed from us, look here on the holy
Evangelists and the word of God, and answer the truth to the questions which we
shall put to you for if you lie, you will be
perjured, and may be expelled the Order,
;

from which God keep you

The

questions which

1

had been

before

asked him by his examiners were then repeated more at large, with the additional
one whether he had made any contract with
a Templar or any other person to secure his
admission.

His answers being satisfactory, the Mas"Beloved Brother, take
good heed that you have spoken truth to
us, for should you in any one point have
spoken falsely, you would be put out of the
Order, from which God preserve you. Now,
beloved Brother, heed well what we shall
say to you. Do you promise God and Mary,
our dear Lady, that your life long you will
be obedient to the Master of the Temple
and the Prior who is set over you ? "
"Yes, Sir, God willing."
" Do you promise God and Mary, our
dear Lady, all your life long to live chaste
in your body ? '*
"Yes, Sir, God willing."
" Do you promise God and Mary, our
dear Lady, your life long to observe the
laudable manners and customs of our Order, those which now are and those which
ter proceeded:

.
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and knights may hereafter parts of the

ordain?"
" Yes,

formula

Sir,

God

willing."

"Do you

promise God and Mary, our
dear Lady, that your life long you will,
with the power and strength that God gives
you, help to conquer the holy land of Jerusalem, and with your best power you will
help to keep and guard that which the
Christians possess ? "
" Yes, Sir,

God

willing."

" Do you promise God and Mary, our
dear Lady, never to hold this Order for
stronger or weaker, for worse or for better,
but with the permission of the Master or
the convent which has the authority ? "
Sir, God willing."
" Finally, do you promise God and Mary,
our dear Lady, that you will never be present when a Christian shall be unjustly and
unlawfully despoiled of his heritage, and
that you will never by counsel or act take
part therein?"
" Yes, Sir, God willing."
Then the Master said: "Thus, in the
name of God and Mary our dear Lady,
and in the name of St. Peter of Eome, and
our Father the Pope, and in the name of
all the Brethren of the Temple, we receive
you to all the good works of the Order
which have been done from the beginning,
and shall be done to the end, you, your

"Yes,

father,

your mother, and

who you

all

your lineage,

are willing shall have a share
In like manner do you receive us

therein.
into all the good works which you have
done or shall do.
assure you bread
and water, and the poor clothing of the Order, and toil and labor in abundance."
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ritual are omitted, so that the

here something like what a
Freemason would call the monitorial part
of the instruction. Miinter does not even
give the form of the oath taken by the candidate although Raynouard says that it is
preserved in the Archives of the Abbey of
Alcobaza, in Aragon, and gives it in the
following words, on the authority of Henis

;

riguezinhisiJeg'Mte, etc., OrdiniaOisterniensis.
" I swear to consecrate my discourse, my
arms,
faculties, and my life, to the defence of the sacred mysteries of the faith,
and to that of the unity of God. I also
promise to be submissive and obedient to

my

Grand Master of the Order
At
times that it may be necessary, I will
cross the seas to go to battle ; I will contribute succor against infidel kings and
princes ; I will not turn my back on three
the
all

and even

if I be alone, I will fight
they are infidels."
The fact that the Templars had a secret
initiation is now generally conceded, although a few writers have denied it. But
the circumstantial evidence in its favor is
too great to be overcome by anything except positive proof to the contrary, which
has never been adduced. It is known that
at these receptions none but members of the
Order were admitted ; a prohibition which
would have been unnecessary if the ceremonies had not been secret. In the meetings of the General Chapter of the Order,
even the Pope's Legate was refused admis-

foes

;

them

if

sion.

We

It would not be fair to quote the one
hundred and twenty accusations preferred
against the Templars by Clement, because
The Chaplain then read the 133d Psalm they were undoubtedly malicious falsehoods
and the prayer of the Holy Ghost, Deus invented by an unprincipled PontifiT panqui cordafidelium, and the brethren repeated dering to the cupidity of an avaricious
the Lord's prayer.
The Prior and the monarch but yet some of them are of such
Chaplain gave the recipient the fraternal a nature as to indicate what was the genkiss.
He was then seated before the Mas- eral belief of men at the time. Thus, Art.
ter, who delivered to him a discourse on
32 says " Quod receptiones istius clandeshis duties and obligations as a member of tine faciebant " i. e. that they were wont to
;

:

;

the Order.
These duties

may be thus summed up.
was never to assault a Christian, nor
swear, nor receive any attendance from a
woman without the permission of his superiors; not to kiss a woman, even his
mother or sister to hold no child to the
baptismal font and to abuse no man, but
to be courteous to all.
He was to sleep in
a linen shirt, drawers and hose, and girded

He

;

;

with a small girdle; to attend divine service punctually, and to begin and end his
meals with a prayer.
Such is the formula of reception, which
has been collected by Miinter from the
most authentic sources. It is evident, howThe secret
ever, that it is not complete.

3D

have their receptione in secret. The 100th is
in these words " Quod sic se includunt ad
tenenda capitula ut omnes januas domus et
ecclesise in quibus tenent capitula ferment
adeo firmiter quod nullus sit nee esse possit accessus ad eos nee juxta: ut possit
quicunque videre vel audire de factis vel
:

dictis

eorum

;

"

i.

e.,

that

when

they field

their Chapters, they shut all the doors of the
house or church in which they met so closely

that no one could approach near enough to
hear what they were doing and saying.
And the next article is more particular, for

see or

states that, to secure themselves against
eavesdropperSjthey were accustomed to place
a watch, as we should now say a tiler, upon
the roof of the house, " excubicum super
it

:
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tectum," who could give the necessarywarning.
Of course it is impossible to obtain an
accurate knowledge of all the details of this
secret reception of the ancient Templars,
since it must have been generally oral but
I have always been inclined to think, frcfm
allusions here and there scattered through
the history of their customs, that many of
its features have descended to us, and are
to be found in the ritual of initiation practised by the Masonic Knights Templars.
The dress of the Templars was prescribed
for them by St. Bernard, in the rule which
he composed for the government of the
Order, and is thus described in chapter xx.
" To all the professed knights, both in
winter and summer, we give, if they can be
procured, white garments, that those who
have cast behind them a dark life, may
know that they are to commend themselves
to their Creator by a pure and white life."
The white mantle was
therefore the peculiar
vestment of the Templars, as the black was
of the Hospitallers.
Subsequently, for at
first
they wore no

from the places which its prowess had
conquered, but which it had not strength
to hold, and of a few years of luxurious,
and it may be of licentious indolence, terminated by a cruel martyrdom and dissolu-

426

;

tion.

The fall of Acre in 1292, under the vigorous assault of the Sultan Mansour, led at
once to the evacuation of Palestine by the
The Knights Hospitallers of
Christians.
St. John of Jerusalem, afterwards called
Knights of Ehodes, and then of Malta, betook themselves to Ehodes, where the
former, assuming anaval character, resumed
the warfare in their galleys against the
Mohammedans. The Templars, after a
brief stay in the island of Cyprus, retired
to their diiferent Preceptories in Europe.
Porter (Hist. K. of Malta, i. 174,) has no
panegyric for these recreant knights. After
eulogizing the Hospitallers for the persevering energy with which, from their island
home of Ehodes, they continued the war
with the infidels, he says
" The Templar, on the other hand, after
a brief sojourn in Cyprus, instead of rendering the smallest assistance to his chivalrous and knightly brethren in their new
undertaking, hurried with unseemly haste

Eugegave them a
red cross pattee as a
symbol of martyrdom, which they were directed to wear on the left breast, just over

to his numerous wealthy European Preceptories, where the grossness of^ his licentiousness, the height of his luxury, and
the arrogance of his pride, soon rendered
him an object of the most invincible hatred

the heart.
The general direction of St. Bernard as
to clothing was afterwards expanded, so that
the dress of a Templar consisted of a long,
white tunic, nearly resembling' that of a
priest's in shape, with a red cross on the
front and buck under this was his linen
Over all was the
shirt clasped by a girdle.
white mantle with the red cross pattee.
The head was covered by a cap or hood attached to the mantle. The arms were a
sword, lance, mace, and shield. Although
at first the Order adopted as a seal the representation of two knights riding on one
horse, as a mark of their poverty, subsequently each knight was provided with
tnree horses, and an esquire selected usually from the class of Serving Brethren.
To write the history of the Templar
Order for the two centuries of its existence
would, says Addison, be to write the Latin
history of Palestine, and would occupy a
volume. Its details would be accounts of
glorious struggles with the infidel in defence of the holy land, and of Christian
pilgrimage, sometimes successful and often
disastrous; of arid sands well moistened
with the blood of Christian and Saracen
warriors of disreputable contests with its
rival of St. John ; of final forced departure

among

cross.

^ nius

;

;

Pope

III.

those who possessed ample power to
accomplish his overthrow. During these
last years of their existence little can be
said in defence of the Order; and although
the barbarous cruelty with which their extinction was accomplished has raised a
feeling of compassion in their behalf,
fair to efface the memory of
their crimes, still it cannot be denied that
they had of late years so far deviated from
the original purposes of their Institution
as to render them highly unfit depositaries

which bids

of that wealth which had been bequeathed
to them for purposes so widely different
from those to which they had appropriated
it."

The act of cruelty and of injustice by
which the Templar Order was dissolved in
the fourteenth century, has bequeathed an
inglorious memory on the names of the infamous king, and no less infamous pope
who accomplished it. In the beginning of
the fourteenth century, the throne of France
was filled by Philip the Fair, an ambitious,
a vindictive, and an avaricious prince. In
his celebrated controversy with Pope Boniface, the Templars had, as was usual with
them, sided with the pontiff' and opposed
the king this act excited his hatred the
Order was enormously wealthy ; this aroused
;

:

KNIGHT
avarice their power interfered with his
designs of political aggrandizement; and this

liis

:

alarmedhlsambition. He, therefore, secretly
concerted with Pope Clement V. a plan for
their destruction, and the appropriation of
Clement, by his direction,
their revenues.
wrote in June, 1306, to De Molay, the
Grand Master, who was then at Cyprus, inviting him to come and consult with him
on some matters of great importance to the
Order. De Molay obeyed the summons,
and arrived in the beginning of 1307 at
Paris, with sixty knights and a large
amount of treasure. He was immediately
imprisoned, and, on the thirteenth of October following, every knight in France
was, in consequence of the secret orders of
the king, arrested on the pretended charge
of idolatry, and other enormous crimes, of
which Squin de Flexian, a renegade and
expelled Prior of the Order, was said to
have confessed that the knights were guilty
in their secret Chapters.
What these charges were has not been
left to conjecture.
Pope Clement sent a
list of the articles of accusation, amounting
to one hundred and twenty in number, to all
the archbishops, bishops, and Papal commissaries upon which to examine the knights
who should be brought before them. This
list is still in existence, and in it we find
such charges as these. 1. That they required those who were received into the
Order to abjure Christ, the Blessed Virgin,
7. That they denied
had suffered for man's redemption. 9. That they made their recipient spit
upon the cross or the crucifix. 14. That

and

all

the saints.

that Christ

they worshipped a cat in their assemblies.
16. That they did not believe in the eucharistic sacrifice.
20. That they said that the
Grand Master had the power of absolution.
26. That they practised obscene ceremonies
in their receptions.
32. That their receptions were secret; a charge repeated in articles 97, 98, 99, 100,. and 101, in different
forms. 42. That they had an idol, which
was a head with one or with three faces, and
sometimes a human skull. 52, 53. That
'they exercised magic arts.
On such preposterous charges as these
the knights were tried, and of course, as a

foregone conclusion condemned. On the
12th of May, 1310, fifty-four of the knights
were publicly burnt, and on the 18th of
March, 1313, De Molay, the Gr^nd Master,
and the three principal dignitaries of the
order, suffered the same fate.
They died
faithfully asserting their innocence of all
the crimes imputed to them. The Order was
now, by the energy of the king of France,
assisted by the spiritual authority of the
pope, suppressed throughout Europe. So
much of its vast possessions as were not
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appropriated by the different sovereigns to
own use, or to that of their favorites,
was bestowed upon the Order of the Knights
of Malta, whose acceptance of the donation
did not tend to diminish the ill feeling which
had always existed between the members
of the two Orders.
As to the story of the continuation of the
Order, after the death of James de Molay,
by Johannes Larmenius, under the authority of a charter of transmission given
to him by De Molay a few days before his
death, that subject is more appropriately
treated in the history of the Order of the
Temple, which claims, by virtue of this
charter, to be the regular successor of the
ancient Order.
From the establishment of the Order by
Hugh de Payens, until its dissolution
during the Mastership ofDe Molay, twentytwo Grand Masters presided over the Order,
of whom the following is an accurate list,
compiled on the authority of Addison. The
roll of Grand Masters in the Rite of Strict
Observance, and that in the Order of the
Templar, differ in several names but these
rolls are destitute of authenticity.
elected in 1118.
1. Hugh de Payens,
"
1136.
2. Robert of Burgundy,
"
1146.
3. Everard de Barri,
"
1151.
4. Bernard de Tremellay,
"
1154.
5. Bertrand de Blanquetbrt,
"
1167.
6. Philip of Naplous,
"
1170.
7. Odo de St. Amand,
"
1180.
8. Arnold de Troye,
"
1185.
9. Gerard de Bidefort,
"
1189.
10. Brother Walter,
"
1191.
11. Robert de Sabl6,
"
1195.
12. Gilbert Horal,
"
1201.
13. Philip de Plessis,
"
1217.
14. William de Chartres,
"
1218.
15. Peter de Montaigu,
"
1236.
16. Hermann de Perigord,
"
1245.
Sonnac,
their

;

17.
18.

William de
Reginald de Vichier,

Thomas

Berard,
20. William de Beaujeu,
21. Theobald de Gaudini,
19.

22.

James de Molay,

Knigbt

Templar,

"
"

"
"
"

1252.
1256.
1273.
1291.
1297.

Masonic.

The connection of the Knights Templars
with the Freemasons may much more
plausibly be traced than that of the Knights
of Malta. Yet, unfortunately, the sources
from which information is to be derived
are for the most part traditionary ; authentic dates and documents are wanting.
Tradition has always been inclined to trace
the connection to an early period, and to
give to the Templar system of secret reception a Masonic character, derived from
their association during the Crusades with
the mystical Society of the Assassins in
Syria. Lawrie, {Biat., p, 87,) or Brewster,

:
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The second division of Templars is that
is said by some to have written the
work which bears Lawrie's name, embodies which is founded on the theory that Peter
d'Aumont fled with several knights into
the tradition in this form
" Almost all the secret associations of the Scotland, and there united with the Freemawho

ancients either flourished or originated in
Syria and the adjacent countries. It was
here that the Dionysian artists, the Essenes
and the Kassideans, arose. From this
country also came several members of that
trading association of Masons which appeared in Europe during the dark ages;
and we are assured, that, notwithstanding
the unfavorable condition of that province,
there exists at this day, on Mount Libanus,
one of these Syriac fraternities. As the
Order of the Templars, therefore, was
originally formed in Syria, and existed
there for a considerable time, it would be
no improbable supposition that they received their Masonic knowledge from the
Lodges in that quarter. But we are fortunately, in this case, not left to conjecture,
for we are expressly informed by a foreign
author [Adler, de Druais], who was well
acquainted with the history and customs
of Syria, that the Knights Templars were
actually members of the Syriac fraternities."

Even

hypothesis were true, although it might probably suggest the origin
of the secret reception of the Templars, it
would not explain the connection of the
modern Templars with the Freemasons,
because there is no evidence that these
Syriac fraternities were Masonic.
There are four sources from which the
Masonic Templars are said to have derived
if this

their existence ; making, therefore, as
different divisions of the Order.

many

This legend is intimately connected
with Ramsay's tradition that Freemasonry
sprang from Templarism, and that all Freemasons are Knights Templars. The Chapter of Clermont adopted this theory; and
in establishing their high degrees asserted
that they were derived from these Temsons.

—

plars of Scotland. The Baron Hund carried the theory into Germany, and on it
established his Rite of Strict Observance,
which was a Templar system. Hence the
Templars of Germany must be classed under the head of the followers of Aumont.
See Strict Observance.
The third division is that which asserts
that the Count Beaujeu, a nephew of the

Grand Master, Molay, and a member
of the Order of Knights of Christ,
the
name assumed by the Templars of Portugal,
had received authority from that
Order to disseminate the degree.
He
is said to have carried the degree and its
ritual into Sweden, where he incorporated
last

—

—

it with Freemasonry.
The story is, too,
that Beaujeu collected his uncle's ashes and
interred them in Stockholm, where a
monument was erected to his memory.
Hence the Swedish Templar Masons claim
their descent from Beaujeu, and the Swedish Rite is through this source a Templar
system.
Of the last class, or the Templars who
recognized the authority of neither of the
leaders who have been mentioned, there
were two subdivisions, the Scotch and the
English
for it is only in Scotland and
England that this independent Templarism
found a foothold.
It was only in Scotland that the Templars endured no persecution. Long after
the dissolution of the Order in every other
country of Europe, the Scottish Preceptories
continued to exist, and the knights lived
undisturbed. One portion of the Scottish
Templars entered the army of Robert
Bruce, and, after the battle of Bannockburn, were merged in the " Royal Order

1. The Templars who claim John Mark
Larmenius as the successor of James de
Molay.
2. Those who recognize Peter d'Aumont
as the successor of Molay.
3. Those who derive their Templarism
from the Count Beaujeu, the nephew of
Molay.
4. Those who
claim an independent
origin, and repudiate alike the authority
of Larmenius, of Aumont, and of Beauieu.
From the first class spring the Templars
of France, who professed to have continued of Scotland," then established by him. See
the Order by authority of a charter given Royal Order of Scotland.
by Molay to Larmenius. This body of
Another portion of the Scottish TemTemplars designate themselves as the plars united with the Knights Hospital"Order of the Temple." Its seat is in lers of St.. John. They lived amicably in
Paris.
The Duke of Sussex received from the same houses, and continued to do so
it the degree and the authority to establish
until the Reformation. At this time many
a Grand Conclave in England. He did so; of them embraced Protestantism. Some
and convened that body once, but only of them united with the Freemasons, and
once.
During the remaining years of his established " the Ancient Lodge " at Stirlife, Templarism had no activity'in England,
ling, where they conferred the degrees of
as he discountenanced all Christian and Knight of the Sepulchre, Knight of Malta,
chivalric Masonry. See Temple, Order of the. and Knight Templar, It is to this division
;

:

:
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that we are to trace the Masonic Templars
of Scotland.
The Roman Catholic knights remaining in the Order, placed themselves under
David Seaton. Lord Dundee afterwards
became their Grand Master.
Charles
Edward, the " Young Pretender," was admitted into the Order at Holyrood House,
Edinburgh, on September 24, 1745, and
made the Grand Master. He carried the
degree with him, of course, into France,
after the downfall of his enterprise, and
established the Chapter of Arras and the
high degrees. To this branch, I think,
there can be but little doubt that we are
to attribute the Templar system of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite as developed in its degree of Kadosh.
The English Masonic Templars are most
probably derived from that body called the
" Baldwyn Encampment," or from some
one of the four co-ordinate Encampments
of London, Bath, York, and Salisbury,
which it is claimed were formed by the
members of the Preceptory which had long
existed at Bristol, and who, on the dissolution of their Order, are supposed to have
united with the Masonic fraternity. The
Baldwyn Encampment claims to have ex-

—

from "time immemorial,"
an indefinite period,
but we can trace it back
far enough to givie it a priority over all
other English Encampments. From this
division of the Templars, repudiating all
connection with Larmenius, with Aumont,
or any other of the self-constituted leaders,
but tracing its origin to the independent
action of knights who fled for security and
for perpetuity into the body of Masonry,
isted

—

are we, 1 think, justly entitled to derive
the Templars of the United States.
Of this brief statement, we may make the
following summary
1. From Larmenius came the French
Templars.
2. From Aumont, the German Templars
of Strict Observance.
3. From Beaujeu, the Swedish Templars
of the Rite of Zinnendorf.
4. From the
Protestant Templars of
Scotland and the Ancient Lodge of Stirling, the Scotch Templars.
5.

:

From Prince Charles Edward and

his

the Templars of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite.
6. From the Baldwyn Encampment and
its co-ordinates, the old English and the
adherents,

American Templars.
The Government of Masonic Knights
Templars in the United States is vested,
first, in Commanderiea, which confer the
Red Cross and Templar degrees and instruct
in the secrets of Malta.
The usual expression, that a candidate after being rnade a
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Knight Templar

is also created a Knight
of Malta, involves an absurdity. No man
being a Knight Templar could, by the
original statutes, be a member of any other
Order; and it is to be regretted that the
wise provision of the Grand Encampment
in 1856, which struck the degree of Malta
from the ritualof the Commanderies, should
have been in 1862 unwisely repealed. The
secrets in which the candidate is instructed
are the modern inventions of the Masonic
Knights of Malta. The original Order had

no secrets.
Commanderies are under the control of
Grand Commanderies in States in which
those bodies exist. Where they do not, the
Warrants are derived directly from the

Grand Encampment.
The supreme authority of the Order is
exercised by the Grand Encampment of
the United States, which meets triennially.
The presiding officer is a Grand Master.
The Costume of the Knights Templars
of the United States is of two kinds. First,
the original uniform, which was in general
use until the year 1859, and is still used

by Commanderies which were in existence
before that time. It is thus described
The suit is black, with black gloves.
black velvet sash, trimmed with silver lace,
crosses the body from the left shoulder to
right hip, having at its end a cross-hilted
dagger, a black rose on the left shoulder,
and a Maltese cross at the end. Where the
sash crosses the left breast, is a nine-pointed star in silver, with a cross and serpent
of gold in the centre, within a circle, around
which are the words, " in hoc signo vinoes."
The apron is of black velvet, in triangular
form, to represent the delta, and edged with
silver lace.
On its flap is placed a triangle
of silver, perforated with twelve holes, with
a cross and serpent in the centre ; on the
centre of the apron are a skull and crossbones, between three stars of seven points,
having a red cross in the centre of each.
The belt is black, to which is attached a
cross-hilted sword.
The caps vary in form
and decoration in different Encampments.
The standard is black, bearing a nine-pointed cross of silver, having in its centre a
circle of green, with the cross and serpent
in gold, and the motto around " in hoc signo

A

vinces."

In 1859 the Grand Encampment enacted
a statute providing that all Commanderies
which might be thereafter chartered should
provide a new costume of an entirely different kind, which should also be adopted by
the old Commanderies wheneverthey should
change their uniform. This new costume
was further altered in 1862, and is now of
the following description, as detailed in the
statute

;;

;

—

Black frock coat, black
Mill Dress.
pantaloons, scarf, sword, belt, shoulder
straps, gauntlets,

and chapeau, with appro-

priate trimmings.
Fatigue Dress.

—

Same as full dress, except for chapeau a black cloth cap, navyform, with appropriate cross in front, and
for gauntlets, white gloves.

— Five inches wide in

the whole,
of white, bordered with black one inch on
either side, a strip of navy lace one-fourth
of an inch wide, at the inner edge of the
black.
On the front centre of the scarf a
metal star of nine points, in allusion to the
nine founders of the Temple Order, inclosing the Passion Cross, surrounded by the
Latin motto, "In hoc signo vinces;" the
star to be three and three-quarter inches in
diameter. The scarf to be worn from the
right shoulder to the left hip, with the ends
extending six inches below the point of
Scarf.

intersection.

—

Chapeau.
The military chapeau, trimwith black binding, one white and two
black plumes, and appropriate cross on the

med

left side.

—

Gauntlets.
Of buff leather, the flap to
extend four inches upwards from the wrist,
and to have the appropriate cross embroidered in gold, on the proper colored velvet,

two inches in length.

—

Sword.
Thirty-four to forty inches, inclusive of scabbard; helmet head, cross handle,
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and metal scabbard.

—

The Grand Master's interpretation of
the statute of the Grand Encampment has
been doubted or denied, and the order has
been virtually disobeyed by most, if not by all
of them. Thequestion has assumed great importance in consequence of the feeling that
has been created, and is therefore worthy of
use.

discussion. The author's views were against
the correctness of the Grand Master's interpretation of the law, and so were those of
the living Past Grand Masters of the Order.
It is, however, but fair to say that some

distinguished Templars have been of a
The following views addifferent opinion.
vanced by me in the National Freemason in
December, 1872, express what I am compelled to think is the true condition of the
question.

Previous to the year 1859 the costume of
the Knights Templars of this country was

determined only by a traditional rule, and
consisted of a black dress, with the richly
decorated baldric and apron the latter intended to show the connection which existed between the Order and Ancient Craft
Masonry.
In 1856, at Hartford, a new Constitution
was proposed and adopted, with the excep;

tion of the part that referred to costume.
Sir Knight Mackey, from the committee on
the Constitution, made a report on the subject of dress, as a part of the Constitution
but the consideration of this report was
postponed until the next triennial meeting.
The changes in costume proposed by the
committee were not very great ; the baldric
and the essential apron were preserved, and
a white tunic, not hitherto used, was re-

Ked enamelled or patent leather,
two inches wide, fastened round the body
with buckle or clasp.
From what has been said, it will appear
that there are two modes of dress or costume commended.
in use among the Templars of the United
At the session of 1859, at Chicago, the
States one, the old or " black uniform," subject of dress was alluded to by the
which was adopted at the first organization Grand Master in his address and his reof the Order in this country, and which is marks, together with the report of the
still used by the old Commanderies which
committee made in 1856, were referred to a
were in existence previous to the year 1859
special committee of seven, of which the
and the new or " black uniform," which was Grand Master was chairman, and Sir
adopted by the Grand Encampment in Knights Doyle, Pike, Simons, Mackey,
that year, and which has been prescribed Morris, and French were the members.
for all Commanderies chartered since that
This committee reported a uniform which
Belt.

—

;

year.

made material

This difference of costume has recently
been the occasion of much discussion in
the Order. In 1872, Sir J. Q. A. Fellows,
the Grand Master, thinking that it was his
duty to enforce a uniform dress in the

tofore worn,

Order, issued his decree requiring all the
in the United States which
were then using " the black uniform," to
abandon it, and to adopt " the white uniform," which had been originally ordered
in 1859, and subsequently amended in 1862.
Much opposition has been manifested to this
order in theCommanderies and Grand Commanderies where the black costume was in

Commanderies

diflerences in the dress there-

and especially by the rejection
of the apron and the introduction of a
white tunic and a white cloak. These last
were favorite notions of Grand Master
Hubbard, and they were, I think, adopted
by the committee mainly in deference to
his high authority.
The proposed measure met at first with
serious opposition, partly on account of the
rejection of the apron, which many Templars then held, as they do now, to be an
essential feature of Masonic Templarism,
and a tangible record of the union at a
specific period in history of the

two Orders

:

;

KNIGHT
but mainly, perhaps, on account of the
very heavy expense and inconvenience
which would devolve on the old Oommanderies, if they were required at once to throw
aside their old dress and provide a new
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a certain uniform, to be prescribed for

new

Commanderies, their own old, traditional
costume should never be interfered with.
Might could, it is true, repeal this compromise; but Eight would, for that purone.
pose, have to be sacrificed.
But the fact is,
I have a distinct recollection that this that the sense of right in the Grand Enopposition was only quelled by the agree- campment prevented such an act of disment on a compromise, by which the old courtesy, " not to put too fine a point upon
Commanderies were to be exempted from the it," and no one can find in the proceedings
operation of the law. The regulations for of the Grand Encampment any act which
the new costume were then passed, and the repeals the compromise resolution of 1859;
compromise immediately after adopted in and this has been the opinion and the dethe words of the following resolution, which cision of all the Grand Masters who have
was proposed by Sir Knight Doyle, who wielded the baculus of ofiice, except the
was one of the committee
present one.
"Mmolved, That the costume this day
But, in the second place, the report of
adopted by the Grand Encampment be, 1862 shows clearly that the object of the
and the same is hereby, ordered to be worn committee was to recommend a change in
by all Commanderies chartered at this the uniform that had been adopted for new
Communication, or that shall hereafter be Commanderies in 1859, and which had beestablished in this jurisdiction, and by all come objectionable on account of the tunic
Commanderies heretofore existing, when- and cloak, and that they did not intend to
ever they shall procure a new costume;" refer at all to the old dress of the old Comand all State Grrand Commanderies were manderies.
directed to enforce it in all subordinates
In the report the committee say " The
that may hereafter be chartered in their re- objections advanced to the costume adopted
spective jurisdictions.
at the last Triennial Conclave of this Grand
I say that this was a compromise, noth- Body are want of adaptation to the requireing more or less, and so understood at the ments of our modern Templars, its liability
time. The old Commanderies were then in to injury, and its expensiveness." Now,
the majority, and would not, I think, have who advanced these objections? Clearly,
consented to any change involving so much not the old Commanderies.
They were
expenditure, unless they had been relieved well satisfied with the mode of dress which
from the burden themselves.
they had received from their fathers and
But the white tunic and cloak were never which was dear to them for its solemn
popular with the knights, who had been beauty and its traditional associations and
required by the regulations of 1 859 to wear the right to wear which had been secured
:

;

;

them in 1859, with the understanding
that if they ever desired, of their own accord, to lay it aside, they would then adopt,
in its stead, the regulation dress of the

In consequence of this, at the session in 1862, on motion of Sir Knight
Bailey, " the subject-matter of costume and
the resolution relating thereto were referred
to a Select Committee of Five."
Tbis committee made a report, in which

to

they "proposed" a uniform. The record
says that the report was agreed to, and
the uniform was adopted." But there are
this report that are worthy
of notice. In the first place, not a word is
said about the compromise resolution adopted in 1859, although it was referred to the
committee. That resolution was not repealed by any action taken at the session
of 1862, and still must remain in force. It
secured to the old Commanderies the right
to wear the old black costume; a right
which could not be taken from them, except by a repeal of the resolution conferring the right. I say nothing of the manifest injustice of repealing a resolution
granted by the friends of a measure to its

It was very evident that the old Commanderies had never complained that the
tunics and cloaks were from their material
expensive, and from their color liable to
injury.
The old Commanderies did not
use these expensive and easily -soiled
garments. It was the new Commanderies
that had made the objection, and for them
the legislation of 1862 was undertaken.
I hold, therefore, that the compromise
resolution of 1859 still remains in force;
that even if the Grand Encampment had
the right to repeal it, which I do not believe
it has, it never has enacted any such repeal
that the old Commanderies have the right
to wear the old black uniform, and that the
legislation of 1862 was intended only to

opponents to remove their opposition. In
1859, the promise was made to the old
Commanderies, that if they would agree to

afiect the new Commanderies which had
been established since the year 1859, when
the first dress regulation was adopted.

them.

some points in

Grand Encampment.
for their

own

But

this

was

to be

free action.

':
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Brother Stansbury, in an article on this
would scarcely be proper to close this
on Masonic Templarism witiiout question which he published in Mackey's
some reference to a philological controversy Natiorml Freemason, (i. 191,) has almost
which has recently arisen among the mem- exhausted the subject of authority and
He says " That it
bers of the Order in the United States in grammatical usage.
reference to the question whether the proper is an innovation in violation of historic
truth is proved by reference to all historititle in the plural is "Knights Templars" or
" Knights Templar." This subject was first cal authorities. 1 have made diligent rebrought to the attention of the Order by searches in the Congressional Library, and
the introduction, in the session of the Grand have invoked the aid of all my friends who
Encampment in 1871, of the following reso- were likely to be able to assist me in such
lutions by Sir Knight Charles F. Stansbury, an investigation, and so far from finding
any conflict of authority on the question,
of Washington city.
" Resolved, That the proper title of the I have never been able to discover a single
Templar Order is Knights Templars,' and historical authority in favor of any other
not Knights Templar,' as now commonly title than Knights Templars.'
" I refer to the following list of authorities
used under the sanction of the example of
Encyclopedia Britannica, Encyclopedia
this Grand Encampment.
" Resolved, That the use of the term Americana, Chambers' Encyclopedia, Lon'Knights Templar' is an innovation, in don Encyclopedia, Encyclopedia MetroIt

article

:

'

'

'

violation of historic truth, literary usage,

politana.

Penny Cyclopedia, Cottage

Cyclo-

and the philology and grammar of the pedia, Eees' Cyclopedia, Wade's
English language."
This report was referred to a committee,
who reported "that this Grand Encampment has no authority to determine ques-

British
Chronology, Blair's Chronological Tables,

Chambers' Miscellany (Crusades), ChamBook of Days, Addison's Knights
Templars, Pantalogia, Boutelle's Heraldry,
tions of historic truth, literary usage, and Hallam's Middle Ages, Lingard's History
Glossographia Anglicana
the philology and grammar of the English of England;
language
" and they asked to be dis- Nova, 1707 Blackstone's Commentaries,
charged from the further consideration of vol. i., p. 406
Appleton's Cyclopedia of
the subject. This report is not very credit- Biography, (Molai;) Townsend's Calendar
able to the committee, and puts a very low of Knights, London, 1828 Mosheim's Ecestimate on the character of the Grand clesiastical History, (ed. 1832,) vol. ii., p.
Encampment. Certainly, it is the duty of 481 Dugdale's Monasticon Anglicanum,
every body of men to inquire whether the vol. vi., p. 813; Hayden's Dictionary of
documents issued under their name are in Dates; Beeton's Dictionary of Universal
violation of these principles, and if so to Information Burne's Sketch of the History
correct the error. If a private man habit- of the Knights Templars Laurie's History
ually writes bad English, it shows that he of Freemasonry; Taffe's History of Knights
is illiterate; and the committee should have
of Malta; London Freemasons' Magazine;
sought to preserve the Grand Encampment Sutherland's Achievements of Knights of
from a similar charge. It should have in- Malta; Clark's History of Knighthood;
vestigated the subject, which to scholars is Ashmole's History of the Order of the
of more importance than they seemed to Garter; Turner's England in the Middle
consider it; they should have defended the Ages
Tanner's
Brande's Encyclopedia
bers'

'

; '

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Grand Encampment in the use of the term, Notitia Monastica, 1744, pp. 307-310.
or have recommended its abandonment.
"These will, perhaps, suffice to show
Moreover, the Grand Recorder reports that what, in the opinion of historical authorion examination he finds that the title ties, is the proper title of the Order. In
Knights Templars was always used until
185G, when it was changed to Knights Templar; and the committee should have inquired by whose authority the change was
made. But having failed to grapple with
the question of good English, the Craft
afterwards took the subject up, and a long
discussion ensued in the different Masonic

of them, the term ' Knights Templars
the only one employed.
" They might, perhaps, be sufficient also
on the question of literary usage but on
that point I refer, in addition, to the following
^
"London Quarterly Eeview, 1829, p. 608.
Article
History of the Knights Tem-

journals, resulting at last in the expression,
by the best scholars of the Order, of the
opinion that Knights Templars was correct,
because it was in accordance with the rules

plars.'

of good English, and in unexceptional
agreement with the usage of all literary
men who have written on the subject.

all
is

;

:

:

'

"Edinburgh Review, October, 1806, p.
Review of M. Renouard's work,

196.

Les Templiers.'
"Eclectic Review, 1842, p. 189. Review
of the History of the Knights Templars,
the Temple Church, and the Temple,' by
'

'

"

:
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Chas. G. Addison. The running title is
History of tlie Knights Templars.'
" Eetrospective Review, 1821, vol. iv., p.
Review of the ' History of the
250.
Templars,' by Nicholas Gaulterius, Amsterdam, 1703. The running title is ' History of the Knights Templars.'
" In Dr. Mackey's various Masonic works
both titles are occasionally used ; but that
fact is fully explained in the letter from
that distinguished Masonic authority, with
which I shall conclude this article."
On the philological and grammatical
question, I would observe that it mainly
turns on the inquiry whether the word
Templar is a noun or an adjective. I think
safely asserted that every
it may be
dictionary of the English language in
which the word occurs, gives it as a noun,
and as a noun only. This is certainly the
fact as to Johnson's Dictionary, Webster's
Dictionary, Cole's Dictionary,
Crabb's
Dictionary (Technological), Imperial Dictionary, Craig's Dictionary (Universal), and
Worcester's Dictionary.
If, then, the word " Templar" is a noun,
"Knights
we have in the combination
Templar"
two nouns, referring to the
same person, one of which is in the plural,
and the other in the singular. The wellknown rule of apposition, which prevails
in all the languages with which I am acquainted, requires nouns under these circumstances to agree in number and case.
This is, in fact, a principle of general

Templar." We have Knights Commanders,
Knights Bachelors, Knights Bannerets,
Knights Baronets, and Knights Hospi-

'

—

—
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tallers.

Against all this, the only thing that can be
pleaded is the present usage of the Grand
Encampment of the United States, aud of

some Commanderies which have followed
its wake.
The propriety of this usage
the very question at issue and it would
be curious reasoning, indeed, that would
cite the fact of the usage in proof of its
propriety. If the Templars of to-day are
the successors of De Molay and Hugh de
Payens, the preservation and restoration of
the correct title of the Order cannot be a
matter of indifference to them.
In reference to the varying use of the two
expressions in the author's Lexicon of Freemasonry, I find, on reference to that work,
that in the first part I used the phrase
" Knights Templars," and that in the latter
part I made a change of the expression to
" Knights Templar." I am unable now to

in
is

;

memory what led me to make the
but I suppose that I must have
used the first form in compliance with the
general usage of writers, and that I subsequently made the alteration in deference to
say from

change

;

the action of the

Grand Encampment of the

United States, which body about that time
adopted the expression "Knights Templar;"
and I must have made this alteration without any reference to the philological merits
of the question.

grammar, founded in common sense. The
In coming to the consideration of the
combination " Knights Templar " is there- question, it appears to me that it must be
"
fore false in grammar, if the word
Tem- examined in two ways, grammatically. and
plar" is a noun. But some may say that traditionally in other words, we must init is a noun used as an adjective
a quali- quire, first, which of these two expressions
fying noun
a very common usage in the better accords with the rules of English
and, secondly, which of them
English tongue. If this were so, the com- grammar
bination "Knights Templar" would still has the support and authority of the best
be entirely out of harmony with the usage English writers.
of the language in regard to qualifying
1. If we examine the subject grammati-

—

—

:

;

nouns, the invariable practice being to cally, we shall find that its proper decision
place the adjective noun before the noun depends simply on the question Is " Temwhich it qualifies.
few familiar ex- plar" a noun or an adjective? If it is an
adjective, then "Knights Templar" is
amples will show this. Take the following
mansion house, bird cage, sea fog, dog days, correct, because adjectives in English have
mouse trap, devil iish, ink stand, and beer no plural form. It would, however, be an
cask.
In every case the generic word awkward and unusual phraseology, because
follows the qualifying noun.
it is the almost invariable rule of the EngBut if we even went to the length of admit- lish language that the adjective should preting the word "Templar " to be an adjective, cede and not follow the substantive which
the combination " Knights Templar" would it qualifies.
still be contrary to thegenius ofthe language,
But' if " Templar " is a substantive or
which, except in rare cases, places the ad- noun, then, clearly, " Knights Templar
jective before the noun which it qualifies. is an ungrammatical phrase, because " TemIn poetry, and in some technical terms of plar" would then be in apposition with
foreign origin, the opposite practice prevails. " Knights," and should be in the same regiThe analogy of the usage, in reference to men ; that is to say, two nouns coming tothe designations of other Orders of knight- gether, and referring to the same person or
hood, is also against the use of " Knights thing, being thus said to be in apposition.
:

A

3E

28

;

KONX

KNIGHT
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must agree in number and case. Thus we
say King Oeorge or Duke William, when
King and Oeorge, and Duke and William
are in apposition and in the singular but
speaking of Thackeray's " Four Georges,"
and intending to designate who they were
by an explanatory noun in apposition, we
should put both nouns in the plural, and
say "the four Georges, Kings of England."
So when we wish to designate a simple
;

Knight, who is not only a Knight, but also belongs to that branch of the Order
which is known as Templars, we should
call him a " Knight Templar " and if there
be two or more of these Templars, we
should call them "Knights Templars,"
;

just as we say " Knight Hospitaller "
" Knights Hospitallers."

and

Now there is abundant evidence, in the
best works on the subject, of the use of the
word "Templar" as a substantive, and
none of its use as an adjective.
It would be tedious to cite authorities,
but a reference to our best English writers
will show the constant employment of
" Templar " as a substantive only. The
analogy of the Latin and French languages
supports this view, for " Templarius " is a
in Latin, as " Templier" is in French.
to traditional authority, the usage
of good writers, which is the "jris et norma
loquendi," is altogether in favor of " Knights

noun
2.

As

Templars," and not " Knights Templar."
In addition to the very numerous authorities collected by Brother Stansbury
from the shelves of the Congressional Library, I have collated all the authorities in

my own library.
All the English and American writers.
Masonic and unmasonic, except some recent
American ones, use the plural of Teinplar
to designate more than one Knight. I have
in a few instances found " Knight Templars," but never "Knights Templar."
The very recent American use of this latter phrase is derived from the authority of
the present Constitution of the Grand Encampment of the United States, and is

and the cry of the neophyte

for light is the
natural aspiration of the soul for knowledge.
Knowledge, Degrees of.
See
Degrees of Knowledge.
There is hardly anything that has been more puzzling to the
learned than the meaning and use of these
two apparently barbarous words. Bishop
Warburton says, (Div. Leg., I., ii. 4,) but
without giving his authority, that in the
celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries,
"the assembly was dismissed with these
two barbarous words, KOrg OMIIAE;"
and he thinks that this " shows the Mysteries not to have been originally Greek."
Le Clerc [Bih. Univ., vi. 86,) thinks that
the words seem to be only an incorrect pronunciation of kots and omphets, which, he
says, signify in the Phoenician language,
" watch, and abstain from evil." Potter
also [Or. Ant, 346,) says that the words
were used in the Eleusinian mysteries.
The words occur in none of the old
Greek lexicons,-except that of Hesychius,
where they are thus defined:
" Kdyf ofina^. An acclamation used by
those who have finished anything. It is
also the sound of the judge's ballots and
of the clepsydra. The Athenians used the
word Mops."

Konx Ompax.

.

The words were always deemed

inexpli-

cable until 1797, when Captain Wilford
ofiered, in the Asiatic Researches, (vol. v.,
He
p. 300,) the following explanation.
there says that the real words are Candsha
Om Pacsha ; that they are pure Sanscrit
and are used to this day by the Brahmans
at the conclusion of their religious rites.
Candsha signifies the object of our most
ardent wishes. Om is the famous monosyllable used both at the beginning and conclusion of a prayer or religious rite, like our
word Amen. Pacsha exactly answers to
the obsolete Latin word vix; it signifies
change, course, stead, place, turn of work,
duty, fortune, etc., and is particularly used
in pouring water in honor of the gods.
Uwaroff [&s. sur les Mt/st. d'Eleus.) calls

therefore the very point in controversy.
The former Constitution used the phrase
" Knights Templars." On the whole, I am
satisfied that the expression " Knights Templar" is a violation both of the grammat-

this "the most important of modern discoveries." Creuzer, Schelling, and MUnter
also approve of it.
Not so with Lobeck,who, in his Aglaopha-

ical laws of

words were used in the Eleusinian mysteries, but the very existence of the words

our language and of the usage
of our best writers on both sides of the Atlantic, and it should therefore, I think, be
abandoned.

Knight, Tictorious.

A

(

Chevalier

Victorieux.)
degree contained in the collection of H6cart.

Knowledge.

In the dualism of Masonry, knowledge is symbolized by light, as
ignorance is by darkness. To be initiated,
to receive light is to acquire knowledge;

miis,

(p. 775,)

denies not only that such

themselves. He says that in the title of
the article in Hesychius there is a misprint.
Instead of K6y^ 'o/nva^, it should be
K6y^ 6/i. Trif, where 6/i is the usual abbreviation of dfioiog, like or similar to so that
the true reading would be/coyf 6/wia^ na^, or
konx, XWi^pax; and he confirms this by re;

ferring to jraf to which Hesychius gives the
same meaning as he does to Koyf. This is
,

KORAN
too simple for Godfrey Higgins, who calls
it (Anacal., i. 253,) " a pretended emendaIt is nevertheless very ingenious,
tion."
and is calculated to shake our belief that
these words were ever used in the Eleusinian rites, notwithstanding the learned authority of Meursius, Warburton, Lempriere,
Creuzer, Uwaroff, and others.
The sacred book of the Mohammedans, and believed by them to contain a record of the revelations made by
God to Mohammed, and afterwards dictated by him to an amanuensis, since the
prophet could neither read nor write. In
a Lodge consisting wholly of Mohammedans, the Koran would be esteemed as the
Book of the Law, and take the place on the
altar which is occupied in Christian Lodges
by the Bible. It would thus become the
symbol to them of the Tracing-Board of
the Divine Architect. But, unlike the Old

Koran.

New Testaments, the Koran has no
connection with, and gives no support to,
any of the Masonic legends or symbols, except in those parts which were plagiarized
by the prophet from the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. Finch, however, in one of
his apocryphal works, produced a system
of Mohammedan Masonry, consisting of
twelve degrees, founded on the teachings
of the Koran, and thfe Hadeeses or traditions of the prophet.
This system was a
pure invention of Finch.
and

Krause, Carl Christian Friedericli.

One

of the most learned and

laborious Masons of Germany, and one who
received the smallest reward and the largest
persecution for his learning and his labors.
The record of his life reflects but little
credit on his contemporaries who were
high in office, but it would seem low in in-

KRAUSE
sonic
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work that was

accessible.
It was at
Krause adopted his peculiar
system of philosophy, which was founded
on the theory that the collective life of
man that is to say, of humanity was an
organic and harmonious unity; and he conceived the scheme of a formal union of the
whole race of mankind into one confederacy, embracing all partial unions of
church organizations, of^State government,
and of private, social aggregations, into one
general confederation, which should labor,

this time that

—

—

irrespective of political, ecclesiastical, or
personal influences, for the universal and
uniform culture of mankind. Of such a
confederation he supposed that he cotild
see the germ in the Order of Freemasonry,
which, therefore, it was his object to elevate to that position.
He first submitted these views in a series
of lectures delivered before the Lodge " Zu
den drei Schwertern" in Dresden, of
which he had been appointed the Orator.
They were received with much approbation, and were published in 1811 under the
title of the Spiritualization of the Genuine
Symbols of Freemasonry. In these lectures,
Krause has not confined himself to the received rituals and accustomed interpretations, but has adopted a system of his own.
is the course that was pursued by
in his greater work, the Kunsturhunden ; and it was this which partly gave so
much offence to his Masonic, but not his
In 1810, he pubintellectual, superiors.
lished, as the result of all his labors and researches, his greatest work, the one on
which his reputation principally depends,

This

him

and which, notwithstanding its errors, is
perhaps one of the most learned works that
ever issued from the Masonic press. This
tellect.
Findel calls them " the antiquated is Die drei altesten Kunsturkunden der FreiGerman Masonic world."
Dr. Krause maurerbruderschaft, or "The Three Oldest
was born at Eisenberg, a small city of Al- Professional Documents of the Brotherhood
tenberg. May 6, 1781.
He was educated at of Freemasons."
Jena, where he enjoyed the instructions of
The announcement that this work was
Eeinhold, Fichte, and Schelling. While shortly to appear, produced the greatest exmaking theology his chief study, he de- citement in the Masonic circles of Germany.
voted his attention at the same time to The progressive members of the Craft
philosophy and mathematics. In 1801, he looked with anxious expectation for the
obtained his degree as Doctor of Philos- new discoveries which must result from the
ophy, and established himself at the Uni- investigations of an enlightened mind.
versity of Jenaas an extraordinary professor. The antiquated and unprogressive Masons,
There he remained until 1805, marrying in who were opposed to all discussion of what
the meantime a lady of the name of Fuchs, they deemed esoteric subjects, dreaded the
with whom he passed thirty years, leaving efiects of such a work on the exclusiveness
as the fruit of his union eight sons and of the Order.
Hence attempts were made
five daughters.
by these latter to suppress the publication.
In 1805, Krause removed to Dresden, and So far were these efforts carried, that one
remained there until 1813. In April, 1805, of the German Grand Lodges offered the
he was initiated into Freemasonry in the author a large amount of money for his
Lodge " Archimides." As soon as he had book, which proposal was of course rebeen initiated, he commenced the study of jected. After the publication, the Grand
the Institution by the reading of every Ma- Master of the three Grand Lodges sought

KEAUSE

KUM

every means of excommunicating Krause
and Mossdorf, who had sustained him in
After much angry discussion,
his views.
the Dresden Lodge, " Zu den drei Schwertern," was prevailed upon to act as executioner of this ignorant spirit of fanaticism,
and Krause and Mossdorf, two of the
greatest lights that ever burst upon the
horizon of Masonic literature, were excommunicated. Nor did the persecution here
Krause experienced its effects
cease.
through all the remaining years of his life.
He was prevented on frequent occasions, by
the machinations of his Masonic enemies,

therhood. To the rituals of the present day
he objected as wanting in scientific formula,
and he thought that out of these old records
they might well construct a better and more
practical system.
But with all his learning, while his ideas
of reform, if properly carried out, would
undoubtedly advance and elevate the Masonic institution, he committed grave errors
in his estimation of the documents that he
has made the groundwork of his system.
The three documents which he has- presented as the oldest and most authentic records of the Fraternity are
1. The wellknown Leland Man/usoript, a document of
whose authenticity there are the gravest
doubts 2. The Entered Apprentices Lecture,
a document published early in the eighteenth century, to which, in his second edition, he has added what he calls the New
English Lecture; but it is now known that
Krause's Lecture is by no means the oldest
catechism extant and 3. The York Constitution, which, claiming the date of 926,
has been recently suspected to be not older
than the early part of the eighteenth cen-
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from advancement in his literary and professional pursuits, and failed through their
infliience to obtain professorships to which,
from his learning and services, he was

:

;

justly entitled.
Findel has approvingly
quoted Dr. Schauberg as calling this " the
darkest page in the history of German
Freemasonry."
In 1814, Krause removed to Berlin. In
1821 he travelled through Germany, Italy,
and France, and in 1823 established himself at Gottingen, where he gave lectures on
philosojjhy until 1830. He then removed tury.
to Munich, where he died September 27,
Notwithstanding these assumptions of
1832.
Besides his contributions to Free- authenticity for documents not really aumasonry, Krause was an extensive writer thentic, the vast learning of the author is
on philosophical subjects. His most im- worthy of all admiration. His pages are
portant works are his Lectures on the System filled with important facts and suggestive
of Philosophy, 1828, and his Lectures on the thoughts that cannot fail to exert an influFundamental Truths of Science, 1829 ; both ence on all Masonic investigations. Krause
published at Gottingen.
cannot but be considered as one of the
His great work, however, to which he founders of a new Masonic literature, not
owes his Masonic fame, is his Kwnsturkun- for Germany alone, but for the whole world
den.
He commences this work by a decla- of Masonic students.
ration of his design in writing it, which was
Kuin, KiTl. These two words, protwofold first, to enlighten the brotherhood nounced koom and keevy, are found as cerein reference to the three oldest documents monial words in one of the high degrees.
in possession of the Craft, by a philological They are from the Hebrew, and are interand philosophical examination of these preted as meaning arise I and krieeU They
records ; and secondly, and with a higher are not significant words, having no sympurpose, to call their attention to a clear bolic allusion, and seem to have been introperception of the fundamental idea of a duced merely to mark the Jewish origin of
general union of mankind, to be accom- the degree in which they are employed. In
plished by a reorganization of their own bro- the modern rituals they are disused.
;

:
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L,
liabarnm.

The monogram of the himself and to his brethren, or, at least, it
of Christ, formed by the first two let- must conduce to his own internal satisfacleva..
±h tion.
It
As we build neither a visible Soloters of that name, XPI2T0S, in Greek.
is the celebrated sign which the
monic Temple nor an Egyptian pyramid,
our industry must become visible in works
legend says appeared in the sky at
noonday to the Emperor Constan
that are imperishable, so that when we
tine, and which was afterwards
vanish from the eyes of mortals it may be
placed by him upon his standard.
said of us that our labor was well done."
Hence it is sometimes called the
As Masons, we labor in our Lodge to make
Cross of Constantine. It was adopted as a ourselves a perfect building, without blemsymbol by the early Christians, and frequent ish, working hopefully for the consummainstances of it are to be found in the cata- tion, when the house of our earthly tabercombs. According to Eusebius, the Laba- nacle shall be finished, when the lost
rum was surrounded by the motto EN TOTTQ WORD of divine truth shall at last be disNIKA, or "conquer by this," which has covered, and when we shall be found by
been Latinized into In hoc dgno vinces, the our own efforts at perfection to have done
motto assumed by the Masonic Knights God service.
The derivation of the word
Templars.
liaborare est orare. To labor is to
Labarum is uncertain. 8ee In hoc signo pray; or, in other words, labor is worship.
This was a saying of the Mediaeval monks,
vinces.
Liabor. It is one of the most beautiful which is well worth meditation. This docfeatures of the Masonic institution, that it trine, that labor is worship, has been adteaches not only the necessity, but the no- vanced and maintained, from time imbility of labor.
From the time of opening memorial, as a leading dogma of the Order
to that of closing, a Lodge is said to be at of Freemasonry. There is no other human
labor.
This is but one of the numerous in- institution under the sun which has set
stances in which the terms of Operative forth this great principle in such bold rehear constantly of Freemasonry
Masonry are symbolically applied to Spec- lief
ulative for, as the Operative Masons were as an institution that inculcates morality,
engaged in the building of material edifices, that fosters the social feeling, that teaches
and all this is well, because
so Free and Accepted Masons are supposed brotherly love
to be employed in the erection of a super- it is true; but we must never forget that
structure of virtue and morality upon the from its foundation-stone to its pinnacle,
foundation of the Masonic principles which all over its vast temple, is inscribed, in
they were taught at their admission into the symbols of living light, the great truth that
Order. When the Lodge is engaged in read- labor is worship.
liaborers, Statutes of. Towards the
ing petitions, hearing reports, debating
financial matters, etc., it is said to be occu- middle of the fourteenth century, a plague
pied in business; but when it is engaged in of excessive virulence, known in history
the form and ceremony of initiation into as the Black Death, invaded Europe, and
any of the degrees, it is said to be at work. swept off fully one-half of the inhabitants.
This phrase- The death of so many workmen had the
Initiation is Masonic labor.
ology at once suggests the connection of our effect of advancing the price of all kinds
speculative system with an operative art that of labor to double the former rate. In
preceded it, and upon which it has been England, the Parliament, in 1350, enacted
a slatute, which was soon followed by
founded.
" Labor," says GUdiclce, " is an important others, the object of which was to regulate
word in Masonry; indeed, we might say the rate of wages and the price of the necesthe most important. For this, and this saries of life. Against these enactments,
alone, does a man become a Freemason. which were called the Statutes of Laborers,
Every other object is secondary or inciden- the artisans of all kinds rebelled but the
tal.
Labor is the accustomed design of most active opposition was found among
every Lodge meeting. But does such meet- the Masons, whose organization, being
ings always furnish evidence of industry? better regulated, was more effective. In
The labor of an Operative Mason will be 1360, statutes were passed forbidding their
" congregations, chapters, regulations, and
visible, and he will receive his reward for
oaths," which were from time to time reit, even though the building he has constructed may, in the next hour, be over- peated, until the third year of the reign of
thrown by a tempest. He knows that he Henry VI., A. d. 1425, when the celebrated
has done his labor. And so must the Free- statute entitled " Masons shall not confedmason labor. His labor must be visible to erate themselves in chapters and congre-

name

We

;

;

;

'

:

;

LADDER

LABORERS

438

to give a just judgment concerning
the interests of Masonry.
Lisicorne. The Count of Clermont,
who was Grand Master of France, having
abandoned all care of the French Lodges,
left them to the direction of his Deputies.
In 1761, he appointed one Lacorne, a dancviolated and broken, in subversion of the
ing-master, his Deputy; but the Grand
law, and to the great damage of all the
the appointment, reCommons, our said sovereign lord the Lodge, indignant at
fused to sanction it or to recognize Lacorne
king, willing in this case to provide a
presiding officer. He accordingly conrem'edy, by the advice and assent aforesaid, as a
Grand Lodge, and was supand at thq special request of the Commons, stituted another
adherents of his own character,
hath ordained and established that such ported by
designated by the more respectachapters and congregations shall not be who were
In
as the " Lacorne faction."
hereafter holden and if any such be made, ble Masons
of Clermont, influenced by
Count
the
1762,
congreand
chapters
such
cause
they that
representations that were made to him,
gations to be assembled and holden, if they the
commission of Lacorne, and
thereof be convict, shall be judged for revoked the
Chailous de Joinville his Subfelons, and that the other Masons that appointed M.
come to such chapters and congregations stitute General. In consequence of this,
became reconbe punished by imprisonment of their the two rival Grand Lodges
eft'ected on the 24th
bodies, and make fine and ransom at the ciled, and a union was
of June, 1762. But the reconciliation did
king's will."
Findel {HM-., p. 94,) thus explains the not prove altogether satisfactory. In 1765,
causes which led to the enactment of this at the annual election, neither Lacorne nor
law. Henry VI. being then but four years any of his associates were chosen to office.
old, Gloucester and the Bishop of Winches- They became disgusted, and, retiring from
ter were both contending for the possession the Grand Lodge, issued a scandalous proof the government; the former was a great test, for which they were expelled; and subpatron and encourager of the Masons, who sequently they organized a spurious Grand
But
naturally, therefore, took part with him in Lodge and chartered several Lodges.
from this time Lacorne ceased to have a
tlie political contest, and opposed, with
actual violence, the entrance of the Bishop place in regular Masonry, although the
into the city of London. On the arrival of dissensions first begun by him ultimately
the Duke of Bedford, who was the Regent gave rise to the Grand Orient as the sucof France, and to whom the dispute had cessor of the Grand Lodge.
symbol of progressive adliadder.
been referred, a Parliament was convened,
and which, for the reason already assigned, vancement from a lower to a higher sphere,
(see Bat Parliament,) has been known in which is common to Masonry and to many,
history as the " Bat Parliament." The if not all, of the Ancient Mysteries. In
Bishop, not forgetting the a.ssistance given each, generally, as in Masonry, the number
by the Masons to his opponent, succeeded of steps was seven. See Jacob's Ladder.
in obtaining the passage of this law,
I^adder, Bralinianical. The symwhich was to restrain the meetings of his bolic ladder used in the mysteries of Brahold enemies.
But the influence of the ma. It had seven steps, symbolic of the
Duke of Gloucester prevented its enforce- seven worlds of the Indian universe. The
ment during the king's minority and An- lowest was the Earth; the second, the
derson tells us that the king, when he ar- World of Re-existence the third. Heaven
rived to man's estate, became the encourager the fourth, the Middle World, or intermeand patron of the Masons. So that, accord- diate region between the lower and the
ing to the same authority, the law has upper worlds; the fifth, the World of Births,
always existed as a dead letter on the in which souls are born again the sixth,
statute - book, and the Freemasons have the Mansion of the Blessed; and the
never considered it worth while to use their seventh, or topmost round, the Sphere of
influence for its repeal.
Truth, the abode of Brahma, who was himAll the Statutes of Laborers were repealed self a symbol of the sun.
in the fifth year of Elizabeth
and Lord
liadder, Jacob's. See Jacob's LadCoke gave the opinion that this act of der.
Henry VI. became, in consequence, " of no
liadder, Kabbalistic. The ladder
force or effect " a decision which led An- of the Kabbalists consisted of the ten Sederson, very absurdly, to suppose that pjiiroths or emanations of Deity.
The
" this most learned judge really belonged steps were in an ascending series,
the
to the ancient Lodge, and was a faithful Kingdom, Foundation, Splendor, Firmbrother " as if it required a judge to be a ness, Beauty, Justice, Mercy, Intelligence,

gations/'

was enacted in the following

Mason

words
" Whereas, by yearly congregations and
confederacies, made by the Masons in their
General Assemblies, the good course and
openly
effect of the Statutes for Laborers be
.

;

A

;

;

;

;

;
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Wisdom, and the Grown.

This ladder
formed the exception to the usual number
of seven steps or rounds.

Liadder, Alittaraitic. The symbolic
ladder used in the Persian mysteries of
It had seven steps, symbolic of
Mithras.
the seven planets and the seven metals.
Thus, beginning at the bottom, we have Saturn represented by lead, Venus by tin, Jupiter by brass. Mercury by iron, Mars by a
mixed metal, the Moon by silver, and the
Sun by gold the whole being a symbol of
the sidereal progress of the sun through the
;

univerae.

liadder of Kadosh.

This ladder,

the high degrees of Masonry,
consists of the seven following steps, beginning at the bottom Justice, Equity,
Kindliness, Good Faith, Labor, Patience,
and Intelligence or Wisdom. Its supports
are love of God and love of our neighbor,
and their totality constitute a symbolism
of the devoir of Knighthood and Masonry,
the fulfilment of which is necessary to
make a Perfect Knight and Perfect Mason.

belonging

to

:

Rosicrncian.

liadder,

Among

the symbols of the Rosicrucians is a ladder
of seven steps standing on a globe of the
earth, with an open Bible, square, and comBetween each
passes resting on the top.
of the steps is one of the following letters,
beginning from the bottom I. N. E. I. F.
S. C, being the initials of lesus, Nazarenus,
Eex, ludseorum. Fides, Spes, Caritas. But
a more recondite meaning is sometimes
given to the first four letters.
:

ladder, ScandlnaTian. The symbolic ladder used in the Gothic mysteries.
Dr. Oliver refers it to the Yggrasil, or
But the symbolism is
sacred ash -tree.
It
either very abstruse or very doubtful.

however, the idea of an ascent from
a lower to a higher sphere, which was common to all the mystical ladder systenas.
At its root lies the dragon of death at its
top are the eagle and hawk, the symbols
retains,

;

of

life.

The symMasonic mysteries. It
refers to the ladder seen by Jacob in his
vision, and consists, like all symbolical
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lamb

is the symbol of innocence; thus in
the ritual of the first degree: " In all ages
the lamb has been deemed an emblem of
innocence." Hence it is required that a
Mason's apron should be made of lambskin.
In the high degrees, and in the degrees of chivalry, as in Christian iconography, the lamb is a symbol of Jesus
Christ.
The introduction of this Christian
symbolism of the lamb comes from the expression of St. John the Baptist, who exclaimed, on seeing Jesus, " Behold the
Lamb of God " which was undoubtedly
derived from the prophetic writers, ,who
compare the Messiah sufiering on the cross
to a lamb under the knife of a butcher.
In the vision of St. John, in the Apocalypse,
Christ is seen, under the form of a lamb,
wounded in tlie throat, and opening the
book with the seven seals. Hence, in one
of the degrees of the Scottish Rite, the
seventeenth, or Knight of the East and
West, the lamb lying on the book with the
seven seals is a part of the jewel.
Liainb of God. See Lamb, Paschal.
liamb, Pascbal. The paschal lamb,
sometimes called the Holy Lamb, was the
lamb offered up by the Jews at the paschal
feast.
This has been transferred to Christian symbolism, and naturally to chivalric
Masonry; and hence we find it among the
symbols of modern Templarism. The paschal lamb, as a Christian and Masonic
symbol, called also the Agnus Dei, or the
Lamb of God, first appeared in Christian
It is depicted
art after the sixth century.
as a lamb standing on the ground, holding
by the left forefoot a banner, on which a
cross is inscribed. This paschal lamb, or
Lamb of God, has been adopted as a symbol
by the Knights Templars, being borne in
one of the banners of the Order, and constituting, with the square which it surmounts, the jewel of the Generalissimo of
a Commandery. The lamb is a symbol of
Christ; the cross, of his passion; and the
banner, of his victory over death and hell.
;

ladders, of seven rounds, alluding to the
four cardinal and the three theological

Mr. Barrington states (Arehceologia, ix. 134,)
that in a deed of the English Knights Templars, granting lands in Cambridgeshire,
the seal is a Holy Lamb, and the arms of
the Master of the Temple at London were
argent, a cross gules, and on the nombril

See Jacob's Ladder.
A corruption of Edwin.
It occurs in the Sloane MS., " hee [Athelstane] had a sonne y' was named Ladrian."
liady. In the androgynous Lodges of
Adoption, where the male members are
called Knights, the female members are
called Ladies as, the Knights and Ladies of
the Rose. The French use the word Dame.
lialande. See De la Lnnde.
liamb. In ancient Craft Masonry the

point thereof a Holy Lamb, that is, a paschal or Holy Lamb on the centre of a red
cross in a white field.
liambskin Apron. See Apron.
liandinarks. In ancient times, it
was the custom to mark the boundaries of
lands by means of stone pillars, the removal of which, by malicious persons,
would be the occasion of much confusion,
men having no other guide than these pillars by which to distinguish the limits of

liadder. Theological.

bolic ladder of the

virtues.

liadrian.

;

:
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their property.

To remove them,

there-

considered a heinous crime.
"Thou shalt not," says the Jewish law,
'remove thy neighbor's landmark, which
they of old time have set in thine inherHence those peculiar marks of
itance."
distinction by which we are separated
from the profane world, and by which we
are enabled to designate our inheritance as
the " sons of liglit," are called the landmarks of the Order. The universal language
and the universal laws of Masonry are landmarks, but not so are the local ceremonies,
laws, and usages, which vary in different

fore,

was

;;

of Masonry is, that they are unrepealable.
As the congress to which I have just alluded
would not nave the power to enact a landmark, so neither would it have the prerogative of abolishing one. The landmarks
of the Order, like the laws of the Medes
and the Persians, can suffer no change.
What they were centuries ago, they still
remain, and must so continue in force until

Masonry

itself shall cease to exist.

Until the year 1858, no attempt had been

made by any Masonic writer to distinctly
enumerate the landmarks of Freemasonry,
and to give to them a comprehensible form.
countries. To attempt to alter or remove In October of that year, the author of this
these sacred landmarks, by which we ex- work published in the American Quarterly
amine and prove a brother's claims to share Review of Freemasonry (vol. ii., p. 230,) an
in our privileges, is one of the most heinous article on "The Foundations of Masonic
Law," which contained a distinct enumeraoffences that a Mason can commit.
In the decision of the question what are tion of the landmarks, which was the first
and what are uotthe landmarks of Masonry, time that such a list had been presented to
there has been much diversity of opinion the Fraternity. This enumeration was subamong writers. Dr. Oliver says, (Diet. sequently incorporated by the author in his
Symb. Mas.,) that "some restrict them to Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence. It has
the O. B. signs, tokens, and words. Others since been very generally adopted by the
include the ceremonies of initiation, passing, Fraternity, and republished by many writers
and raising and the form, dimensions, and on Masonic law sometimes without any
support the ground, situation, and cover- acknowledgment of the source whence they
ing the ornaments, furniture, and jewels derived their information. According to
of a Lodge, or their characteristic symbols. this recapitulation, the result of much labor
Some think that the Order has no land- and research, the landmarks are twenty-five
marks beyond its peculiar secrets." But in number, and are as follows
all of these are loose and unsatisfactory
1. The modes of recognition are, of all
definitions, excluding things that are es- the landmarks, the most legitimate and
sential, and admitting others that are un- unquestioned. They admit of no variation
essential.
and if ever they have suffered alteration or
Perhaps the safest method is to restrict addition, the evil of such a violation of the
them to those ancient, and therefore uni- ancient law has always made itself subseversal, customs of the Order, which either quently manifest.
gradually grew into operation as rules of
2. The division of symbolic Masonry
action, or, if at once enacted by any compe- into three degrees is a landmark that has
tent authority, were enacted at a period so been better preserved than almost any other
remote, that no account of their origin is although even here the mischievous spirit
to be found in the records of history.
Both of innovation has left its traces, and, by the
the enactors and the time of the enactment disruption of its concluding portion from
have passed away from the record, and the the third degree, a want of uniformity has
landmarks are therefore " of higher anti- been created in respect to the final teaching
quity than memory or history can reach."
of the Master's Order; and the Eoyal Arch
The first requisite, therefore, of a custom of England, Scotland, Ireland, and Ameror rule of action to constitute it a landmark, ica, and the " high degrees " of France and
is, that it must have existed from " time
Germany, are all made to differ in the
whereof the memory of man runneth not mode in which they lead the neophjrte to
to the contrary."
Its antiquity is its essen- the great consummation of all symbolic
tial element.
Were it possible for all the Masonry. In 1813, the Grand Lodge of
Masonic authorities at the present day to England vindicated the ancient landmark,
unite in a universal congress, and with the by solemnly enacting that ancient Craft
most perfect unanimity to adopt any new Masonry consisted of the three degrees of
regulation, although such regulation would, Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
so long as it remained unrepealed, be ob- Master Mason, including the Holy Eoyal
ligatory on the whole Craft, yet it would Arch.
But the disruption has never been
not be a landmark. It would have the healed, and the landmark, although accharacter of universality, it is true, but it knowledged in its integrity by all, still conwould be wanting in that of antiquity.
tinues to be violated.
Another peculiarity of these landmarks
8. The legend of the third degree is an
;

;

;

;
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important landmark, the integrity of
which has been well preserved. There is
no rite of Masonry, practised in any country or language, in which the essential elements of this legend are not taught. The
lectures may vary, and indeed are constantly
changing, but the legend has ever remained
substantially the same.
And it is necessary
that it should be so, for the legend of the
Temple Builder constitutes the very essence
and identity of Masonry. Any rite which
should exclude it, or materially alter it,

thus established are called " Lodges under
dispensation." See Lodges under Dispensa-

at once, by that exclusion or alteration, cease to be a Masonic rite.

would

4. The government of the Fraternity by
a presiding officer called a Grand Master,
who is elected from the body of the Craft,
Many
is a fourth landmark of the Order.
persons suppose that the election of the
Grand Master is held in consequence of a
law or regulation of the Grand Lodge.
Such, however, is not the case. The office
is indebted for its existence to a landmark
of the Order. Grand Masters, or persons
performing the functions under a different
but equivalent title, are to be found in the
records of the Institution long before Grand
Lodges were established and if the present
system of legislative government by Grand
Lodges were to be abolished, a Grand
Master would still be necessary.
5. The prerogative of the Grand Master
to preside over every assembly of the Graft,
;

wheresoever and whensoever held, is a fifth
landmark.
It is in consequence of this
law, derived from ancient usage, and not
from any special enactment, that the Grand
Master assumes the chair, or as it is called
in England, " the throne," at every communication of the Grand Lodge and that
he is also entitled to preside at the communication of every subordinate Lodge, where
he may happen to be present.
6. The prerogative of the Grand Master
to grant dispensations for' conferring degrees at irregular times, is another and a
very important landmark. The statutory
law of Masonry requires a month, or other
determinate period, to elapse between the
presentation of a petition and the election
of a candidate. But the Grand Master has
the power to set aside or dispense with this
probation, and to allow a candidate to
be initiated at once. This prerogative he
possessed before the enactment of the law
requiring a probation, and as no statute can
impair his prerogative, he still retains the
power.
7. The prerogative of the Grand Master
to give dispensations for opening and holding Lodges is another landmark. He may
grant, in virtue of this, to a sufficient number of Masons, the privilege of meeting to;

gether and conferring degrees.

3F
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tion.

The prerogative
make Masons at

of the Grand Master
sight is a landmark
which is closely connected with the preceding one. There has been much misapprehension in relation to this landmark,
which misapprehension has sometimes led
to a denial of its existence in jurisdictions
where the Grand Master was, perhaps, at
the very time substantially exercising the
prerogative, without the slightest remark
or opposition. See Sight, Making Masons at.
9. The necessity for Masons to congregate in Lodges is another landmark. It
is not to be understood by this that any
ancient landmark has directed that permanent organization of subordinate Lodges
which constitutes one of the features of
the Masonic system as it now prevails.
But the landmarks of the Order always
prescribed that Masons should, from time
to time, congregate together for the purpose of either Operative or Speculative
labor, and that these congregations should
be called Lodges. Formerly, these were extemporary meetings called together for
special purposes, and then dissolved, the
brethren departing to meet again at other
times and other places, according to the
necessity of circumstances. But Warrants
of constitution, by-laws, permanent officers,
and annual arrears are modern innovations
wholly outside the landmarks, and dependent entirely on the special enactments of
a comparatively recent period.
10. The government of the Craft, when
so congregated in a Lodge, by a Master and
contwo Wardens, is also a landmark.
gregation of Masons meeting together
8.

to

A

under any other government, as that, for instance, of a president and vice-president,
or a chairman and sub-chairman, would
not be recognized as a Lodge. The presence of a Master and two Wardens is as
essential to the valid organization of a
Lodge as a Warrant of constitution is at
the present day. The names, of course,

vary in different languages but the
;

officers,

number, prerogatives, and duties are
everywhere identical.
11. The necessity that every Lodge, when
congregated, should be duly tiled, is an important landmark of the Institution which

their

never neglected. The necessity of this
law arises from the esoteric character of
Masonry. The duty of guarding the door,
and keeping off cowans and eavesdroppers,
is an ancient one, which therefore constitutes a landmark.
12. The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the
is

Craft,

and

to instruct his representatives.
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Formerly, these
a twelfth landmark.
general meetings, which were usually held
" General Assemonce a year, were called
the
blies," and all the Fraternity, even to
youngest Entered Apprentice, were permitted to be present. Now they are called
" Grand Lodges," and only the Masters and
Wardens of the subordinate Lodges are
summoned. But this is simply as the repOriginally,
resentatives of their members.
each Mason represented himself; now he

very foundation of our Institution. It has
been repeatedly recognized by subsequent
statutory enactments of all Grand Lodges.
17. It is a laudiuark that every Freemason is amenable to the laws and regulations of the Masonic jurisdiction in which
he resides, and this although he may not
be a member of any Lodge. Non-affiliation, which is, in fact, in itself a Masonic
offence, does not exempt a Mason from
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represented by his officers. See Bepresentativea of Lodges.
13. The right of every Mason to appeal
from the decision of his brethren, in Lodge
convened, to the Grand Lodge or General
Assembly of Masons, is a landmark highly
essential to the preservation of justice, and
few modthe prevention of oppression.
ern Grand Lodges, in adopting a regulation that the decision of subordinate
Lodges, in cases of expulsion, cannot be
wholly set aside upon an appeal, have violated this unquestioned landmark, as well
as the principles of just government.
14. The right of every Mason to visit and
sit in every regular Lodge is an unquesThis
tionable landmark of the Order.
This
is called "the right of visitation."
right of visitation has always been recognized as an inherent right which inures to
every Mason as he travels through the
world. And this is because Lodges are
justly considered as only divisions for convenience of the universal Masonic family.
This right may, of course, be impaired or
forfeited on special occasions by various
circumstances ; but when admission is refused to a Mason in good standing, who
knocks at the door of a Lodge as a visitor,
it is to be expected that some good and sufficient reason shall be furnished for this violation of what is, in general, a Masonic
right, founded on the landmarks of the
Order.
15. It is a landmark of the Order, that
no visitor unknown to the brethren present,
or to some one of them as a Mason, can
enter a Lodge without first passing an examination according to ancient usage. Of
course, if the visitor is known to any
brother present to be a Mason in good
standing, and if that brother will vouch for
his qualifications, the examination may be
dispensed with, as the landmark refers
only to the cases of strangers, who are not
to be recognized unless after strict trial,
due examination, or lawful information.
16. No Lodge can interfere in the business of another Lodge, nor give degrees to
brethren who are members of other Lodges.
This is undoubtedly an ancient landmark,
founded on the great principles of courtesy
and fraternal kindness, which are at the
is

A

Masonic jurisdiction.
Certain qualifications of candidates
derived from a landmark
These qualifications are
of the Order.
unmutilated, free
that he shall be a man
born, and of mature age. That is to say,
a woman, a cripple, or a slave, or one born
,18.

for initiation are

—

in slavery, is disqualified for initiation into
the rites of Masonry. Statutes, it is true,
have from time to time been enacted, enforcing or explaining these principles ; but
the qualifications really arise from the very
nature of the Masonic institution, and from
its symbolic teachings, and have always ex-

landmarks.
in the existence of God as
the Grand Architect of the Universe, is one
of the most important landmarks of the
Order. It has been always admitted that
a denial of the existence of a Supreme and
Superintending Power is an absolute disisted as
19.

A belief

The annals of
qualification for initiation.
the Order never yet have furnished or
could furnish an instance in which an
avowed Atheist was ever made a Mason.
The very initiatory ceremonies of the first
degree forbid and prevent the possibility
of such an occurrence.
20. Subsidiary to this belief in God, as a
landmark of the Order, is the belief in a
resurrection to a future life. This landmark is not so positively impressed on the
candidate by exact words as the preceding;
but the doctrine is taught by very plain
implication, and runs through the whole
symbolism of the Order. To believe in
Masonry, and not to believe in a resurrection, would be an absurd anomaly, which
could only be excused by the reflection,
that he who thus confounded his belief and
his skepticism was so ignorant of the meaning of both theories as to have no rational
foundation for his knowledge of either.
21. It is a landmark that a "Book of
the Law " shall constitute an indispensable
part of the furniture of every Lodge. I
say, advisedly. Booh of the Law, because it
is not absolutely required that everywhere
the Old and New Testaments shall be used.
The " Book of the Law " is that volume
which, by the religion of the country, is
believed to contain the revealed will of the
Grand Architect of the Universe. Hence,
in all Lodges in Christian countries, the

LANDMARKS

LANGUAGE
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" Book of the Law " is composed of the Old cause such change of its character would
and New Testaments in a country where be social suicide, and the death of the
Judaism was the prevailing faith, the Old Order would follow its legalized exposure.
Testament alone would be sufficient and Freemasonry, as a secret association, has
in Mohammedan countries, and among lived unchanged for centuries as an open
Mohammedan Masons, the Koran might be society, it would not last for as many years.
;

;

;

substituted. Masonry does not attempt to
interfere with the peculiar religious faith
of its disciples, except so far as relates to
the belief in the existence of God, and what
necessarily results from that belief.
The
" Book of the Law " is to the Speculative
Mason his spiritual trestle-board ; without
this he cannot la^ior ;, whatever he believes
to be the revealed will of the Grand Architect constitutes for him this spiritual
trestle-board, and must ever be before him
in his hours of speculative labor, to be the
The landrule and guide of his conduct.
mark, therefore, requires that a "Book of the
Law," a religious code of some kind, pur-

porting to be an exemplar of the revealed
will of God, shall form an essential part of
the furniture of every Lodge.
22. The equality of all Masons is another
This equality
landmark of the Order.
has no reference to any subversion ot those
gradations of rank which have been instituted by the usages of society. The monarch, the nobleman, or the gentleman is
entitled to all the iniluence, and receives all
the respect, which rightly belong to his
position.
But the doctrine of Masonic
equality implies that, as children of one
great Father, we meet in the Lodge upon
the level
that on that level we are all
that
travelling to one predestined goal
in the Lodge genuine merit shall receive
more respect than boundless wealth, and
that virtue and knowledge alone should be
the basis of all Masonic honors, and be rewarded with preferment. When the labors
of the Lodge are over, and the brethren
have retired from their peaceful retreat, to
mingle once more with the world, each will
then again resume that social position, and
exercise the privileges of that rank, to
which the customs of society entitle him.
23. The secrecy of the Institution is
another and most important landmark.
The form of secrecy is a form inherent in
it, existing with it from its very foundation, and secured to it by its ancient landmarks. If divested of its secret character,
it would lose its identity, and would cease
Whatever objections
to be Freemasonry.
may, therefore, be made to the Institution
on account of its secrecy, and however
much some unskilful brethren have been
unwilling in times of trial, for the sake of
expediency, to divest it of its secret character, it will be ever impossible to do so,
even were the landmark not standing before us as an insurmountable obstacle ; be-

—

—

The foundation of a

24.

speculative

upon an operative art, and the
symbolic use and explanation of the terms
science

of that art, for the purposes of religious or
moral teaching, constitute another landmark of the Order. The Temple of Solomon was the symbolic cradle of the Institution, and, therefore, the reference to the
Operative Masonry which constructed that
magnificent edifice, to the materials and

implements which were employed in its
construction, and to the artists who were
engaged in the building, are all component
and essential parts of the body of Freemasonry, which could not be subtracted
from it without an entire destruction of
the whole identity of the Order. Hence,
the comparatively modern rites of Mahowever they may differ in other
respects, religiously preserve this Temple
history and these operative elements, as
the substratum of all their modifications
of the Masonic system.
25. The last and crowning landmark of
all is, that these landmarks can never be
changed. Nothing can be subtracted from
them nothing can be added to them not
the slightest modification can be made in
them.
As they were received from our
predecessors, we are bound by the most
solemn obligations of duty to transmit
them to our successors.
all

sonry,

—

—

liandsdowne Manuscript. An

old Constitution, preserved in the British
Museum. The date is supposed to be about
1600. It was first published in the Freemason's Magazine for February 24, 1858.

lianguage. Universal.

The

in-

vention of a universal language, which
men of all nations could understand and
through which they could communicate
their thoughts, has always been one of the
Utopian dreams of certain philologists.
In the seventeenth century, Dalgarno had
written his Ars Signo-rum to prove the possibility of a universal character and a
philosophical language. About the same
time Bishop Wilkins published his Essay
towards a Real Character and a Philosophical Language; and even the mathematical
Leibnitz entertained the project of a universal language for all the world. It is
not, therefore, surprising, that when the socalled Leland Manuscript stated that the
Masons concealed a " universelle longage,''
Mr. Ijocke, or whoever was the commentator on that document, should have been
universal
attracted by the statement. "

A

;

444

;

LATOMIA

LAPICIDA

language," he says, " has been much deIt is a
sired by the learned of many ages.
thing rather to be wished than hoped for.
But it seems the Masons pretend to have
such a thing among them. If it be true,
I guess it must be something like the language of the Pantomimes among the ancient Romans, who are said to be able,
by signs only, to express and deliver any
oration intelligibly to men of all nations

and languages."
The "guess" of the commentator was

A universal language
near the truth.
founded on words is utterly impracticable.
Even if once inaugurated by common consent, a thing itself impossible, the lapse of
but a few years, and the continual innovation of new phrases, would soon destroy its
universality. But there are signs and symbols which, by tacit consent, have always
been recognized as the exponents of certain ideas, and these are everywhere underIt is well known that such a sysstood.
tem exists over the vast territory occupied

by the North American savages, and that
the Indiaus of two tribes, which totally
differ in language, meeting on the prairie
or in the forest, are enabled, by conventual
signs of universal agreement, to hold long
and intelligible intercourse. On such a basis
the '• universal language " of Freemasonry is
founded. It is not universal to the world,
but it is to the Craft ; and a Mason of one

country and language meeting a Mason of
another can make himself understood for
all practical purposes of the Craft, simply
because the system of signs and symbols
has been so perfected that in every language they convey the same meaning and
make the same impression. This, and this
only, is the extent to which the universal
language of Masonry reaches. It would be
an error to suppose that it meets the expectations of Dalgarno or Wilkins, or any
other dreamer, and that it is so perfect as
to supersede the necessity of any other
method of intercommunication.

liarmenins, Johannes Marcus.
According to the tradition of the Order of
the credibility of which is,
the Temple,
however, denied by most Masonic scholars,
John Mark Larmeniua was in 1314 appointed by James de Molay his successor
as Grand Master of the Templars, which
power was transmitted by Larmenius to his

—

—

in a document known as the
" Charter of Transmission." See Temple,
Order of the.
liarndan, Abb^. The author of a

successors,

entitled Les Franc- Magons ecrascs.
du livre intitule I'Ordre des FrancMasons trahi, traduU du Laiin. The first
edition was published at Amsterdam in
In calling it the sequel of Z'Orrfre
1746.
des Franc-Magons trahi, by the Abb6 Peran,
Larudan has sought to attribute the authorship of his own libellous work to Perau,

work
Suite

but without success, as the internal evidence of style and of tone sufiBciently disKloss says
tinguishes the two works.
(Bibliog., No. 1874,) that this work is the
armory from which all subsequent enemies
of Masonry have derived their weapons.
Larudan was the first to broach the theory
that Oliver Cromwell was the inventor of

Freemasonry.

Liatin L>odge. In the year 1784, the
Grand Lodge of Scotland granted a Warrant for the establishment of Roman Eagle
Lodge at Edinburgh the whole of whose
work was conducted in the Latin language.
Of this Lodge, the celebrated and learned
Dr. John Brown was the founder and
Master. He had himself translated the
ritual into the classical language of Rome
but it required his abilities as a linguist to
keep the Lodge alive, which became extinct on his removal to London.
;

Liatomia. This word has sometimes
been used in modern Masonic documents
as the Latin translation of the word Lodge,
with what correctness

we

will see.

The

Greek ?MTo/ie2ov, latomeion, from the roots
laas, a stone, and temno, to cut, meaat a
place where stones were cut, a quarry.

liapicida. A word sometimes used in
Masonic documents to denote a Freemason. From this the Romans got their latomia,
It is derived from lapis, a stone, and cado, more usually spelled lautomia, which also,
to cut, and is employed by Varro and Livy in pure Latinity, meant a stone-quarry.
But in the But as slaves were confined and made to
to signify "a stone-cutter."
low Latin of the Mediaeval age it took work in the quarries by way of punishanother meaning and Du Cange defines it ment, the name was given to any prison
in his Olossariurn as "jiEdeficiorum structor. excavated out of the living rock and below
Gall. Maqon," i. e., " A builder of edifices
the surface of the earth, and was especially
in French, a Mason " and he quotes two so applied to the prison excavated by Serauthorities of 1304 and 1392, where lapiddm vius Tullius under the Capitoline hill at
evidently means builders. In the Vocabu- Rome, and to the state prison at Syracuse.
;

;

larium of Ugutio, Anno 1592, Lapicedius is
defined "a cutter of stones." The Latin

Du Cange gives the same meaning to the
word lautumice in his Olossariurn, and refers
word now more commonly used by Mteonic for an example to the Syracusan prison.
It
writers for Freemason is Latormts; but I think Lathomia, he defines a cutting of stone.
that La/picida is purer Latin. See Laiomus, seems to have lost and never recovered its

;

LATOMUS

LAWRIE

meaning as a stone-quarry, and
therefore, inappropriately applied to a

primitive
is,

Masonic Lodge.

liatomus.

By Masonic

writers used

as a translation of M-eemason into Latin
thus, Thory entitles his valuable work,

Acta Latomorum, i. e., " Transactions of the
Freemasons." This word was not used in
In the low Latin of the
classical Latinity.
Middle Ages it was used as equivalent to
lapieida.
Du Cange defines it, in the form
of lathomus, as a cutter of stones, " Csesor
lapidum." He gives an example from one
of the ecclesiastical Constitutions, where
we find the expression "carpentarii ac
Latomi," which may mean Carpenters and

Masons or Carpenters and Stone-cutters. Du
Cange also gives Latomus as one of the definitions of Magonetus, which he derives from
the French Magon. But Maqonetus and
Latomus could not have had precisely the
same meaning, for in one of the examples
cited by Du Cange, we have " Joanne de
Bareno, Macjoneto, Latonio de Gratianopolis," i. e., " John de Bareno, Mason and
Stone-cutter (?) of Grenoble." Latomus is
here evidently an addition to Magonetus,
showing two diflferent kinds of occupation.
have abundant evidence in Mediaeval
documents that a Magonetus was a builder,

We

and

Latomus was most probably an inwhat the Masonic Constitutions
a " rough Mason." I doubt the proa'

ferior order,
call

The
it to a Freemason.
sometimes found as Lathomus and

priety of applying

word

is

Laionius.

TiShtres. This word has given much
unnecessary trouble to the commentators
In the
on the old Records of Masonry.
legend of the Craft contained in all the
old Constitutions, we are informed that the
children of Lamech "knew well that God
would take vengeance for sinne, either by
fire or water, wherefore they did write these
sciences that they found in twoe pillars of
stone, that they might be found after that
God had taken vengeance ; the one was of
marble and would not burne, the other was
Latres and could not drowne in water."
(Harleian MS.) It is the Latin word later,
a brick.
The legend is derived from
Josephus, lAntig., I., ii.,) where the same
Whiston properly translates
story is told.
the passage, " they made two pillars ; the
one of brick, the other of stone." The
original Greek is kXIvBoq, which has the
same meaning. The word is variously corrupted in the manuscript. Thus the Harleian MS. has la,ter8, which comes nearest
to the correct Latin plural lateres ; the
Cooke MS. has laterus;me Dowland, laierns;
the Landsdowne, latheme ; and the Sloane,
getting furthest from the truth, has letera.
It is strange that Halliwell should have
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been ignorant of the true meaning, and
that Phillips, in commenting on the Harleian MS., should have supposed that it
alluded " to some floating substance." The
Latin word later and the passage in Josephus ought readily to have led to an explication.

A

liaurel Crown.
decoration use<l
in some of the higher degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite.
The
laurel is an emblem of victory
and the
corona triumphalis of the Bomans, which
was given to generals who had gained a
triumph by their conquests, was made of
laurel leaves.
The laurel crown in Masonry is given to him who has made a conquest over his passions.
;

A French Masonic
Ii.
and the author of an Essai historigue

lianrens, J.
writer,

antique sur la Franche-Magonnerie, published at Paris in 1805. In this work he
gives a critical examination of the principal works that have treated of the Institution.
It contains also a refutation of the
et

imputations of anti-Masonic writers. In
1808 he edited an edition of the Vocabulaire des Franc-Magons, the first edition of
which had been issued in 1805. In 1825
he published a Histoire des Initiations de
Pandenne Egypt.
Of the authorship of
this last work I have only the statement
of Kloss, who attributes it to J. L. Laurens.
lianrie. See Lawrie, Alexander.
Iiawfnl Information. See Information, Lawful.
I^aw, Moral. See Moral Law.
I<aw, Oral. See Oral Law.
liaw. Parliamentary. See Parliamentary Law.

Iiawrie, Alexander. He was

ori-

ginally a stocking-weaver, and afterwards
became a bookseller and stationer in Parliament Square, Edinburgh, and printer of

He

was appointed
Grand Lodge
Grand SecIn 1804 he published a book enretary.
"
The History of Freemasonry, drawn
titled
from authentic sources of information;
with an Account of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, from its Institution in 1736 to
the present time, compiled from the Records; and an Appendix of Original PaOf this valuable and interesting
pers."
work, Lawrie has always been deemed the
the Edinburgh Gazette.

bookseller and stationer to the
of Scotland, and afterwards

author, notwithstanding that the learning
exhibited in the first part, and the numerous references to Greek and Latin authorities, furnished abundant internal evidence
of his incapacity, from previous education,
to have written it. The doubt which naturally arises,whether he was really the author,
derives great support from the testimony of
the late Dr. David Irving, Librarian to the

:

LAX

LAW
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Faculty of Advocates, Edinburgh.

and

Queries, (3d Ser.,

A writer

366,)
on May 9, 1863, stated that at the sale
of the library of Dr. Irving, on Saturday,
March 28, 1862, a copy of Lawrie's History
of Freemasonry was sold for £1. In that

in the Notes

iii.

copy there was the following memorandum
in the handwriting of Dr. Irving
"

The

history of this

booli: is

somewhat

and perhaps there are only two individuals now living by whom it could be
The late Alexander Lawrie,
divulged.
'Grand Stationer,' wished to recommend
himself to the Fraternity by the publication
of such a work. Through Dr. Anderson,
he requested me to undertake its compilation, and offered a suitable remuneration.
As I did not relish the task, he made a
similar offer to my old acquaintance David
Brewster, by whom it was readily undertaken, and I can say was executed to the
curious,

The
entire satisfaction of his employers.
title-page does not exhibit the name of the
author, but the dedication bears the signature of Alexander Lawrie, and the volume
is commonly described as Lawrie's History
of Freemasonry."
There can be no doubt of the truth of
this statement.
It has never been unusual
for publishers to avail themselves of the
labors of literary men and affix their own
names to books which they have written by
proxy. Besides, the familiarity with abstruse learning that this work exhibits,
although totally irreconcilable with the
attainments of the stocking- weaver, can
readily be assigned to Sir David Brewster
the philosopher.
Lawrie had a son, William Alexander
Laurie, (he had thus, for some unknown
reason, changed the spelling of his name,)
who was for very many years the Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
and died in office in 1870, highly esteemed.
In 1859 he published a new edition of the
History, with many additions, under the title
of " The History of Freemasonry and the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, with chapters
on the Knights Templar, Knights of St.

John,

Mark Masonry, and

the E. A. De-

gree."

liaw. Sacred. SeeSoicrediauj, Add.
Liaws, General. See Laws of Masonry.

I>aws, liocal.

See Laws of Masonry.
The laws of
Masonry, or those rules of action by which
the Institution is governed, are very prop-

Liaws of Masonry.

erly divided into three classes: 1. Landmarks. 2. General Laws or Eegulations.
8. Local Laws or Regulations.
1. Landmarks.
These are the unwritten
laws of the Order, derived from those ancient and universal customs which date at

so remote a period tbat we have no record
of their origin.
These are all those
2. General Laws.
Eegulations that have been enacted by
such bodies as had at the time universal
jurisdiction. They operate, therefore, over
the Craft wheresoever dispersed; and
as the paramount bodies which enacted
them have long ceased to exist, it would
seem that they are unrepealable. It
is generally agreed that these General or
Universal Laws are to be found in the old
Constitutions and Charges, so far as they
were recognized and accepted by the Grand
Lodge of England at the revival in 1717,
and adopted previous to the year 1721.
These are the Eegula3. Local Laws.
tions which, since 1721, have been and
continue to be enacted by Grand Lodges.
They are of force only in those jurisdictions which have adopted them, and are repealable by the bodies which have enacted
them. They must, to be valid, be not repugnant to the Landmarks or the General
Laws, which are of paramount authority.
Liawsuits. In the Old Charges which
were approved in 1722, and published in
1723, by Anderson, in the Book of Constitutions, the regulations as to lawsuits are
thus laid down " And if any of them do
you injury, you must apply to your own or
his Lodge, and from thence you may appeal
to the Grand Lodge, at the Quarterly Com:

munication, and from thence to the Annual
Grand Lodge, as has been the ancient laudable conduct of our forefathers in every
nation
never taking a legal course but
when the case cannot be otherwise decided,
and patiently listening to the honest and
friendly advice of Master and Fellows,
when they would prevent you going to law
with strangers, or would excite you to put
a speedy period to all lawsuits, that so you
may mind the affair of Masonry with the
more alacrity and success ; but with respect
to Brothers or Fellows at law, the Master
and Brethren should kindly offer their mediation, which ought to be thankfully submitted to by the contending brethren and
if that submission is impracticable, they
must, however, carry on their process or
lawsuit without wrath and rancor, (not in
the common way,) saying or doing nothing
which may hinder brotherly love and good
offices to be renewed and continued
that
all may see the benign influence of Masonry,
as all true Masons have done from the beginning of the world, and will do to the
end of time."
;

;

;

Liax
Lata.)

ObserTanee.
When the Eite of

(

Ohservantia

Strict Observ-

ance was instituted in Germany by Von
Hund, its disciples gave to all the other
German Lodges which refused to submit to

—
LAYER

lECTURE

obedience and adopt its innovations, but
preferred to remain faithful to the English
Kite, the title of " Lodges of Lax Observ-

its

Eagon. in

Orthodoxie Maqonnique, (p. 236.) has committed the unaccountable error of calling it a schism,
established at Vienna in 1767; thus evidently confounding it with Starck's Eite
of the Clerks of Strict Observance.
term used in the old
IJayer.
Eecords to designate a workman inferior
to an Operative Freemason. Thus " Alsoe
that no Mason set noe layer within a Lodge
or without to have mould stones with one
mould of his workeing." In the Harleian
and Kilwinning MSS., it is layer : in the
Sloane, Iyer; and in the Alnwick, rough layer.
In the contract for Fotheringay Church,
we find the word under the form of leye.
The word, I think, means one who builds
in brick, and is familiar to us in the compound term bricklaijer ; a word not unknown
at the time of the writing of those manuscripts.
Thus in The Booke/or a Justice of
Peace, (fol. 17,) published in 1559, we find
this passage: "None artificer nor labourer
hereafter named, take no more nor greater
wages than hereafter is limited .... that
is to say, a free mason, master carpenter,

ance."

his

A

:

rough mason, bricke

Liebanon.

layer," etc.

A

mountain, or rather a
range of mountains in Syria, extending
from beyond Sidon to Tyre, and forming
the northern boundary of Palestine. Lebanon is celebrated for the cedars which it
produces, many of which are from fifty to
eighty feet in height, and cover with their
branches a space of ground the diameter
of which is still greater. Hiram, King of
Tyre, in whose dominions Mount Lebanon
was situated, furnished these trees for the
building of the Temple of Solomon.
In
relation to Lebanon, Kitto, in his Biblical
Cyclopedia, has these remarks: "The forests of the Lebanon mountains only could
supply the timber for the Temple. Such
of these forests as lay nearest the sea were
in the possession of the Phoenicians, among
whom timber was in such constant demand,
that they had acquired great and acknowledged skill in the felling and transportation thereof; and bence it was of such
importance that Hiram consented to employ large bodies of men in Lebanon to
hew timber, as well as others to perform
the service of bringing it down to the seaside, whence it was to be taken along the
coasts in floats to the port of Joppa, from
which place it could be easily taken across
the country to Jerusalem."
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite
has dedicated to this mountain its twentysecond degree, or Prince of Lebanon. The
Druses now inhabit Mount Lebanon, and

still
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preserve there a secret organization.

See Druses.

liCbanon, Prince

of.

See Prince

of Lebanon.

liC

Bauld de Wans, Claude
A distinguished Masonic

Etienne.

Besanqon in 1736. He was
by profession a highly respected actor, and
writer, born at

man

of much learning, which he devoted
the cultivation of Freemasonry. He
was for seven years Master of the Lodge
St. Charles de I'Union, in Mannheim
and

a

to

;

on

his removal to Berlin, in 1771,

became

the Orator of the Lodge Eoyale York de
I'Amitie, and editor of a Masonic journal.
He delivered, while Orator of the Lodge,
a position which he resigned in 1778,
a large number of discourses, a collection
of which was published at Berlin in 1788.
He also composed many Masonic odes and
songs, and published, in 1781, a collection
of his songs for the use of the Lodge Eoyale

—

York, and in 1786, his Lyre Magonniqiie.

He is described by his contemporaries as a
man of great knowledge and talents, and
Fessler has paid a warm tribute to his
learning and to his labors in behalf of
Masonry. He died at Berlin in 1789.
Liecliangeur. An oflicer of one of
the Lodges of Milan, Italy, of whom Kebold {Hist, des Troia O. Loges, p. 573,) gives
the following account.
When, in 1805, a
Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite was established at
Milan, Lechangeur became a candidate for
membership. He received some of the degrees; but subsec[uently the founders of the
Council, for satisfactory reasons, declined
to confer upon him the superior grades.

Incensed at

this,

Lechangeur announced

to

them that he would elevate himself above
them by creating a Eite of ninety degrees,
into which they should not be admitted.

He

carried this project into eifect, and the
was the Eite of Mizraim, of which
he declared himself to be the Superior
Grand Conservator. His energies seem to
have been exhausted in the creation of his
unwieldy Eite, for no Chapters were estabBut
lished except in the city of Naples.
in 1810 a patent was granted by him to
Michel Bedarride, by whom the Eite was
propagated in France. Lechangeur's fame,
as the founder of the Eite, was overshadowed by the greater zeal and impetuosity
of Bedarride, by whom his self-assumed
He died in
prerogatives were usurped.
result

1812.

Each degree of Masonry
liCCture.
contains a course of instruction, in which
the ceremonies, traditions, and moral instruction appertaining to the degree are
This arrangement is called a
set forth.
lecture.
Each lecture, for the sake of con-

—
LECTURE
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LECTURES

venience, and for the purpose of conforming to certain divisions in the ceremonies,
is divided into sections, the number of
which have varied at different periods,
although the substance remains the same.
According to Preston, the lecture of the
that of
first degree contains six sections
the second, four; and that of the third,
twelve.
But according to the arrangement
adopted in this country, commonly known
as the " Webb lectures," there are three
sections in the first degree, two in the
second, and three in the third.
In the Entered Apprentices', the first section is almost entirely devoted to a recapitulation of the ceremonies of initiation.
The initiatory portion, however, supplies
certain modes of recognition. The second
section is occupied with an explanation of
the ceremonies that had been detailed in
the first,
the two together furnishing the
interpretation of ritualistic symbolism.
The third is exclusively occupied in explaining the signification of the symbols
peculiar to the degree.
In the Fellow Craft's degree, the first
section, like the first section of the Entered
Apprentice, is merely a recapitulation of
ceremonies, with a passing commentary on
some of them. The second section introduces the neophyte for the first time to the
;

—

differences between Operative and Speculative Masonry and to the Temple of King
Solomon as a Masonic symbol, while the can-

didate

is

ingeniously deputed as a seeker

after knowledge.

In the Master's degree the first section
again only a detai#of ceremonies. The
second section is the most important and
impressive portion of all the lectures, for it
contains the legend on which the whole
symbolic character of the Institution is
is

founded. The third section is an interpretation of the symbols of the degree, and is,
of all the sections, the one least creditable
to the composer.
In fact, it must be confessed that many
of the interpretations given in these lectures are unsatisfactory to the cultivated

he advances in his

initiation, to

become

acquainted with the symbolic character of
the Institution.
But if he ever expects to
become a learned Mason, he must seek in
other sources for the true development of
Masonic symbolism.
The lectures alone
are but the primer of the science.

lecturer, Orand. An

oflBcer

known

only in the United States. He is appointed by the Grand Master or the Grand
Lodge. His duty is to visit the subordinate Lodges, and instruct them in the ritual
of the Order as practised in his jurisdiction, for which he receives compensation
partly from the Grand Lodge and partly
from the Lodges which he visits.

I^ectures, History

of the.

To

each of the degrees of Symbolic Masonry
a catechetical instruction is appended, in
which the ceremonies, traditions, and other
esoteric instructions of the degree are contained.
knowledge of these lectures
which must, of course, be communicated
by oral teaching constitutes a very important part of a Masonic education
and,
until the great progress made within the
present century in Masonic literature,
many " bright Masons," as they are technically styled, could claim no other foundation than such a knowledge for their high

A

—

;

Masonic reputation.

But some share of
learning more difficult to attain, and more
sublime in its character than anything to
be found in these oral catechisms, is now
considered necessary to form a Masonic
scholar.
Still, as the best commentary on
the ritual observances is to be found in the
lectures, and as they also furnish a large
portion of that secret mode of recognition,
or that universal language, which has always been the boast of the Institution, not
only is a knowledge of them absolutely necessary to every practical Freemason, but a
history of the changes which they have from
time to time undergone constitutes an

in-

teresting part of the literature of the Order.

Comparatively speaking, (comparatively
in respect to the age of the Masonic institution,) the system of Lodge lectures is undoubtedly a modern invention. That is to
say, we can find no traces of any forms of
lectures like the present before the middle,
or perhaps the close, of the seventeenth century.
Examinations, however, of a technical nature, intended to test the claims of
the person examined to the privileges of
the Order, appear to have existed at an
early period.
They were used until at
least the middle of the eighteenth century,
but were perpetuallj; changing, so that the

mind, and seem to have been adopted on
the principle of the old Egyptians, who
made use of symbols to conceal rather than
to express their thoughts. Learned Masons hare been therefore, always disposed
to go beyond the mere technicalities and
stereotyped phrases of the lectures, and to
look in the history and the philosophy of
the ancient religions, and the organization
of the ancient mysteries, for a true explanation of most of the symbols of Masonry
and there they have always been enabled tests of one generation of Masons constito find this true interpretation. The lec- tuted no tests for the
succeeding one. Olitures, however, serve as an introduction
or ver very properly describes them as being
preliminary essay, enabling the student, as "something like the conundrums of the

:

:
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present day

—

difficult
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of comprehension

—

admitting only of one answer, which appeared to have no direct correspondence
with the question, and applicable only in
consonance with the mysteries and symbols of the Institution."
{On the Masonic
Tests of the Eighteenth Century.
Oolden Remains, vol. iv., p. 16.) These tests were
sometimes, at first, distinct from the lectures, and sometimes, at a later period, incorporated with them. A specimen is the
answer to the question, " How blows the
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by no less paine than cutting my tongue
from my throat. Q. Where were you made
a mason? A. In a just and perfect or just
and lawful! lodge. Q. What is a just and
perfect or just and lawfuU lodge? A. A just
and perfect lodge is two Interprintices two
fellow craftes and two Mast'rs, more or fewer
crett

the more the merrier the fewer the better
chear but if need require five will serve that
is, two Interprintices, two fellow craftes and
one Mast'r on th e highest hill or lowest valley
of the world without the crow of a cock or
wind?" which was, " Due east and west."
the bark of a dogg.
Q. From whom do
"
The Examination of a German Stone- you derive your principalis ? A. From a
mason," which is given by Findel in the great'r than you. Q. Who is that on earth
appendix to his History, was most probably that is great'r than a freemason ? A. He
Dr. y't was caryed to y'e highest pinnicall of
in use in the fourteenth century.
Oliver was in possession of what purports the temple of Jerusalem.
Q. Whith'r is
A. It is shut.
to be a formula, which he supposes to have your lodge shut or open?
been used during the Grand Mastership of Q. Where lyes the keys of the lodge doore?
Archbishop Chichely, in the reign of Henry A. They ley in a bound case or under a
VI., and from which [Rev. of a Sq., p. 11,) three cornered pavem't about a foot and
halfe from the lodge door.
he makes the following extracts
Q. What is
" Q. Peace be here? A. I hope there is. the key of your lodge doore made of? A.
Q. What o'clock is it? A. It is going to It is not made of wood stone iron or steel
six, or going to twelve.
Q. Are you very or any sort of mettle but the tongue of
busy? A. No. Q. Will you give or take? good report behind a Broth'rs back as well
A. Both or which you please.
Q. How many jewels
Q. How go as before his face.
squares? A. Straight.
Q. Are you rich or belong to your lodge? A. There are three
poor? A. Neither. Q. Change me that? the square pavem'i the blazing star and the
A. I will. Q. In the name of the King and Danty tassley. Q. How long is the cable
the Holy Church, are you a Mason ? A.l rope of your lodge? A. As long as from
am so taken to be. Q. What is a Mason? the top of the liver to the root of the tongue.
man begot by a man, born of a wo- Q. How many lights are in your lodge?
A.
man, brother to a king. Q. What is a fel- A. Three the sun the mast'r and the square.
low? A.
companion of a prince, etc."
Q. How high is your lodge? A. Without
There are other questions and answers of foots yards or Inches, it reaches to heaven.
a similar nature, conveying no instruction, Q. How stood your lodge? A. East and
and intended apparently to be used only as west as all holly Temples stand. Q. W'ch
tests.
Dr. Oliver attributes, it will be seen, is the mast'rs place in the lodge? A. The
the date of these questions to theheginning of east place is the mast'rs place in the lodge
the fifteenth century but I doubt the oorrect- and the Jewell resteth on him first and he
uess of this assumption. They have no inter- sitteth men to worke w't the m'rs have in
nal evidenceinstyle of having been the iriven- the forenoon the wardens ;-eap in the
tion of so early a period of the English tongue. afternoon.
Q. Where was the word first
A. At the tower of Babylon.
The earliest form of catechism that we given?
have on record is that contained in the Q. Where did they first call their lodge?
Sloane MS., No. 3329, contained in the A. At the holy chapell of St. John.
Q.
British Museum, and for the publication How stood your lodge? A. As the said
of which we are indebted to that laborious holy chapell and all other holy Temples
exhumer of old documents, W. J. Hughan. stand (viz.) east and west. Q. How many
One familiar with the catechisms of the lights are in your lodge? -4. Two one to
eighteenth century will detect the origin of see to go in and another to see to work.
much that they contain in this early speci- Q. What were you sworne by? A. By God
men. It is termed in the manuscript the and the square. Q. Whither above the
Mason's "private discourse by way of ques- cloathes or und'r the cloathes? A. Und'r the
;

A

A

;

and answer," and is in these words
" Q. Are you a mason? A. Yes, I am a
Freemason. Q. How shall I know that ? A.
By perfect signes and tokens and the first
poynts of my Ent'rance.
Q. Which is the
first signe or token, shew me the first and I
will shew you the second?
A. The first is
heal and conceal or conceal and keep setion

3G
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cloathes. Q. Und'r what arme? A. Und'r
the right arme. God is gratfiiU to all WorshipfuU Mast'rs and fellows in that worship-

lodge from whence me last came and to
you good fellow w't is your name. A. I or
B then giving the grip of the hand he will
say Broth'r John greet you well you. A.
Goes good greeting to you dear Broth'r."
full
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But when we speak of the lectures, in the the "Mosaic pavement, blazing star, and
modern sense, as containing an exposition indented tassel," emblems which are now
of the symbolism of the Order, we may con- more properly, I think, designated as
But the present furniture
sider it as an established historical fact, that " ornaments."
the Fraternity were without any such sys- of a Lodge is also added to the pavement,
tem until after the revival in 1717. Pre- star, and tassel, under the name of "other
vious to that time, brief extemporary ad- furniture." The " greater lights " of Madresses and charges in addition to these sonry are entirely omitted, or, if we are to
test catechisms were used by the Masters suppose them to be meant by the expresof Lodges, which, of course, varied in excellence with the varied attainments and
talents of the presiding officer.
know,
however, that a series of charges were in
use about the middle and end of the seventeenth century, which were ordered "to
be read at the making of a Freemason."
These " Charges and Covenants," as they
were called, contained no instructions on
the symbolism and ceremonies of the Order,
but were confined to an explanation of the
duties of Masons to each other. They were
altogether exoteric in their character, and
have accordingly been repeatedly printed
in the authorized publications of the Fra-

We

ternity.
Dr. Oliver,
ties

who had ampler opportunithan any other Masonic writer of in-

vestigating this subject, says that the earliest authorized lectures with which he has
met were those of 1720. They were arranged by Drs. Anderson and Desaguliers,
perhaps, at the same time that they were

compiling the Charges and Regulations
from the ancient Constitutions.
They
were written in a catechetical form, which
form has ever since been retained in all
subsequent Masonic lectures. Oliver says
that " the questions and answers are short
and comprehensive, and contain a brief digest of the general principles of the Craft
as it was understood at that period."
The
"digest" must, indeed, have been brief,
since the lecture of the third degree, or
what was called "the Master's Part," contained only thirty-one questions, many of
which are simply tests of recognition. Dr.
Oliver says the number of questions was
only seven; but I have very carefully collated what purports to be a copy of them,

and can only explain

his statement by the
probable supposition that he refers to the
seven tests which conclude the lecture.
There are, however, twenty-four other questions that precede these.
comparison of these
the primitive
lectures, as they may be called
with those
in use in America at the present day, demonstrate that a great many changes have
taken place. There are not only omissions
of some things, and additions of others,
but sometimes the explanations of the same
points are entirely different in the two systems. Thus the Andersonian lectures describe the "furniture" of a Lodge as being

A

—

—

sion " fixed lights," then these are referred,
difierently from our system, to the three
windows of the Lodge.
In the first degree I notice, among others,
the following points in the Andersonian
lectures which are omitted in the American system the place and duty of the
Senior and Junior Entered Apprentices,
the punishment of cowans, the bone bonebox, and all that refers to it the clothing
of the Master, the age of an Apprentice,
the uses of the day and night, and the direction of the wind. These latter, however,
are, strictly speaking, what the Masons of
that time denominated "tests." In the
same degree, the following, besides many
other important points in the present system, are altogether omitted in the old lectures of Anderson the place where Masons
anciently met, the theological ladder, and
the lines parallel.
Important changes
have been made in several particulars; as,
for instance, in the "points of entrance,"
the ancient lecture giving an entirely different interpretation of the expression, and
designating what are now called " points
of entrance" by the term "principal signs;"
the distinctions between Operative and
Speculative Masonry, which are now referred to the second degree, are there given
in the first ; and the dedication of the Bible,
compass, and square is differently explained.
In the second degree, the variations of
the old from the modern lectures are still
greater. The old lecture is, in the first place,
very brief, and much instruction deemed
important at the present day was then altogether omitted. There is no reference to
the distinctions between Operative and
Speculative Masonry, (but, as I have already observed, this topic is adverted to in
the former lecture ;) the approaches to the
middle chamber are very difierently arranged and not a single word is said of the
fords of the river Jordan.
It must be confessed that the ancient lecture of the Fellow-Craft is immeasurably inferior to that
contained in the modern system, and especially in that of Webb.
The Andersonian lecture of the third
degree is brief, and therefore imperfect.
The legend is, of course, referred to, and its
explanation occupies nearly the whole of
the lecture but the details are meagre, and
many important facts are omitted, while
:

;

:

;

;
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there are in other points striking differences
between the ancient and the present system.
But, after all, there is a general feature of
similarity
a substratum of identity
pervading the two systems of lectures
the ancient and the modern -which shows that
the one derives its parentage from the other.
In fact, some of the answers given in the year
1730 are, word for word, the same as those
used in America at the present time.
Yet it was not long before the developments of Masonic science, and the increasing intelligence of its disciples, made it
necessary to prepare an improved system.

paired by any sectarian references in religion.
But it must be confessed that, from
the time of these lectures to the last arrangement by Hemming, there has always
been in the Grand Lodge of England a
disposition to Christianize Masonry. The

The

the

—

—

——

lectures of Anderson and Desaguliers
were the production of the infantile age of
lecture-making. They were imperfect and
unsatisfactory and it was determined that
a new course should be arranged.
Accordingly, in 1732, Martin Clare, A. M., was
commissioned by the Grand Lodge to prepare a system of lectures, which should be
" adapted to the existing state of the Order,
without infringing on the ancient landmarks."
;

Martin Clare, to whom this important
was confided, appears to have been a
man of learning, or at least of literary
habits, as he is recorded as a Master of
Arts, and a Fellow of the Royal Society.
He is first mentioned in Masonic history as

trust

Grand Stewards, in 1735. In
same year he was appointed Junior
Grand Warden, and delivered an address
before the Quarterly Communication of the
Grand Lodge. In 1741, he received from
the Earl of Morton the appointment of
Deputy Grand Master. Oliver says, that
his version of the lectures was so judiciously
drawn up, that its practice was enjoined on
one of the

the

the Lodges.
lectures were, of course, (for
that was the object of their compilation,)
an amplification and improvement of
those of Anderson. In them the symbol
of the point within the circle was for the
first time
mentioned, and the numbers
Three, Five, and Seven were introduced, and
referred to the Christian Trinity, the human senses, and the institution of the Sabbath. Subsequently, but at what period
we are not informed, these references were
changed to the three divisions of the Temple, the five most sacred treasures of the
Sanctum Sanctorum, and the seven years
occupied in the construction of the Temple.
Dr. Oliver says that this change was made
by the Jewish Masons. I doubt it, for the
Jewish Masons were never in sufficient
preponderance in the Order in England to
efiect so important an alteration.
It was
made, I rather apprehend, by those sensible
brethren who were unwilling to see the cosmopolitan character of the Institution imall

The Clare
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system completed by Anderson was comparatively free from this defect; and we
will find in the lectures in use in 1730
very few allusions that can be tortured into
a religious meaning beyond the universal
religion recognized in the charges of 1722.
Anderson, in speaking of the winding stairs,
had mentioned, as I have already said, only

number

seven,

which he explained by

referring to the fact that "seven or more
made a just and perfect Lodge." As to the

point within the circle, now one of the
most important symbols, he had only alluded to it, almost parenthetically, when, in
describing the Point, Line, Superficies, and
Solid as the " four principles of Masonry,"
he explains the point as being " the centre
round which the Master cannot err." It
will be readily seen how, since his day, this
slight idea has been amplified by modern
lecture- makers, beginning witli Martin
Clare and ending with Thomas Smith

Webb.
But lecture-making seems to have been
a popular fancy at that early period of what
may be called the Masonic renaissance.
The Clare lectures did not very long occupy
their authoritative position in the Order.

Though longer and more

elevated than
those of Anderson, they were, in the course
of a few years, found to be neither long
enough, nor sufficiently elevated, for the increasing demands of Masonic progress.
Accordingly, some time about the year
1770, (I am unable precisely to fix the date,)
the Grand Lodge of England authorized
Thomas Dunckerley, Esq., to prepare a new
course of lectures, which were to take the
place of those of Martin Clare.
Dunckerley was a brother of much distinction in those days. Preston calls him
" that truly Masonic luminary " and Oliver
says that " he was the oracle of the Grand
Lodge, and the accredited interpreter of its
Constitutions."
He held the position of a
Provincial Grand Master, and, for his eminent services to the Craft, had been honored
by the Grand Lodge with the titular rank
of a Past Senior Grand Warden.
Dunckerley's lectures are said to have
been a very considerable amplification of
those of Clare. To him is ascribed the
adoption of the " lines parallel," as symbolic of the two Saints John and he also
introduced the theological ladder, with its
three principal rounds, a beautiful and
instructive symbol, that has been retained
to the present day, but imperfectly ex;

;

—

•

—
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plained. "Webb, it is true, referred to its
" three principal rounds," leaving room, by
implication, for the addition of others.

therefore suppose to be a commentary on
his lectures.
If so, they introduced for the
first time a scientific element into Masonic
lectures
an element unknown to those
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But Cross, who was wholly unacquainted
with ancient symbolism, drew a picture,
(for which, by the by, he takes great credit,
in which he absolutely made the rounds
three in number, and no more; thus fixing an incorrect theory on the Masonic
mind. The Masonic ladder, like its prototype in all the mysteries, consists of
seven rounds.
But by far the

most important change

made by Dunckerley was in respect to the
Master's word. It is known that, in the
pursuit of his Masonic studies, he at one
time frequented the Ancient or Athol
Lodges, whose greatest point of difference
from the Moderns was, that they had dis-

severed the third degree, and established a
portion of it as their fourth, or Eoyal Arch.
Dunckerley was pleased with this arrangement, and, in imitation of it, reconstructed
Dermott's Eoyal Arch, and introduced it
into the legal Grand Lodge. This of course
led to the necessity of transferring the
word formerly used in the third to the
fourth degree, and confining the former to
the substitute. This was undoubtedly an
innovation, and was at first received with
disapprobation by many brethren ; but in
time they became reconciled to the change,
which perhaps no one with less influence
than Dunckerley could have ventured to
propose.
But even Dunckerley, with all the influence of his talents, and his virtues, and his
social position, was at length forced to succumb at the approach of greater lights in
Masonry. At the very time that Dunckerley was establishing his course of lectures
in the London and adjacent Lodges,
William Hutchinson, as the Master of
Bernard Castle Lodge, in the county of
Durham, in the north of England, was
preparing and using a system of his own,
which, on account of its excellence, was
readily adopted by many Lodges in his
vicinity.
What was the precise form of
the Hutchinsonian lectures I am unable to
say, as no ritual of his is perhaps existing;
but their general spirit may well be conjectured from the admirable treatise which
he published in 1775, and which was the
most, if not the first, scientific work on
Masonry that up to that period had appeared in England. From the contents of
this book we may collect the ideas which
were entertained by the author on the subject of the Institution, and which we have
every reason to believe he incorporated
into the lectures with which he instructed
the Lodge over which he presided. The
treatise on the Spirit of Masonry we may

—

compiled by Anderson and Clare and
Dunckerley. Above all, we are indebted
to Hutchinson for restoring the ancient
symbolism of the third degree, and for

showing that, in all past times, its legend
was but typical of a resurrection from the
grave; a thought that does not seem to
have attracted the early lecturers, although
always existing in the Masonic system.
Even Webb, twenty-five years after Hutchinson's book appeared, could only find in
the legend of the third degree " an instance
of virtue, fortitude, and integrity seldom
equalled and never excelled in the history
of man." And to teach this lesson only
was the Institution preserved for centuries.
Alas for such lectures.
Eminently philosophical must have been
the lectures of Hutchinson, and far superior to the meagre details with which the
Craft had been previously content. Their
influence is undoubtedly still felt in the In!

stitution ; if not in its catechetical lectures, at all events in the general notions

of symbolism which are now entertained
by the Craft.
But while Hutchinson was laboring in
the north of England, another light, of almost equal splendor, appeared in the south
and a system of lectures was prepared by
William Preston, which soon superseded
all those that had previously been in use.
It is supposed that Hutchinson and Preston
at length united in this undertaking, and
that the Prestonian lectures, which were
afterwards universally adopted, were the
result of the combined labors of the two.
If such was the case
and Oliver suggests
it, though I know not on what authority
it will rationally account for the fact that
the lectures of Hutchinson no longer exist.
They were merged in those of Preston.

—

The Prestonian lectures, which were arranged by that distinguished writer in
the last quarter of the last century, continued to be used authoritatively in England until the union of the two Grand
Lodges in 1813, nor are they yet entirely
abandoned in that country. Though not
generally accessible to the Craft, they have,
it is said, been preserved in their integrity,
and the " Prestonian lectures " are annually
delivered in London, although now more
as a matter of curiosity than of instruction,
by a competent brother, who is appointed
for that purpose by the Grand Master of

England.
Preston divided the lecture on the first
degree into six sections, the second into
four,

and the third into twelve. But of the
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twelve sections of the third lecture, seven
only strictly appertain to the Master's degree, the remaining five referring to the
ceremonies of the Order, which, in the
American system, are contained in the Past
Master's lecture. Preston has recapitulated
the subjects of these several lectures in his
lUttstrations of Masonry ; and if the book
were not now so readily accessible, it would
be worth while to copy his remarks. It is
suflScient, however, to say that he has presented us with a philosophical system of
Masonry, which, coming immediately after
the unscientific and scanty details which
up to his time had been the subjects of

and then, as the first exercise of this newlycombined authority, it was determined "to

instructions, must have been like
the bursting forth of a sun from the midst
of midnight darkness. There was no twilight or dawn to warn the unexpectant Fraternity of the light that was about to shine
upon them. But at once, without preparation
without any gradual progress or
growth from almost nothing to superfluity
the Prestonian lectures were given to
the Order in all their fulness of illustration and richness of symbolism and science,
as a substitute for the plain and almost unmeaning systems that had previously prevailed. Byron I think it was who said that

Lodge

—

—

he awoke one morning and found himself
famous. Personifying Freemasonry, she
too might have said, on the day that Preston propounded his system, that she had
been awakened from the sleep of half a century to find herself a science. Not that
Freemasonry had not always been a science,
but that for all that time, and longer, her
science

had been dormant

— had

been in

From

1717 the Craft had been
engaged in something less profitable, but
more congenial than the cultivation of
Masonic science. The pleasant suppers,
the modicums of punch, the harmony of
song, the miserable puns, which would have
provoked the ire of Johnson beyond anything that Boswell has recorded, left no
time for inquiry into abstruser matters.
The revelations of Dr. Oliver's square furnish us abundant positive evidence of the
low state of Masonic literature in those
days; and if we need negative proof, we
will find it in the entire absence of any
readable book on Scientific Masonry, until
the appearance of Hutchinson's and Preston's works. Preston's lectures were, therefore, undoubtedly the inauguration of a
new era in the esoteric system of Freemaabeyance.

sonry.

These lectures continued for nearly half
a century to be the authoritative text of the
Order in England. But in 1813 the two
Grand Lodges
the " Moderns " and the
after
"Ancients," as they were called
years of antagonism, were happily united,

—

—
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revise " the system of lectures.
This duty wa,s intrusted to the Eev. Dr.

Hemming, the Senior Grand Warden, and
the result was the Union or Hemming lectures, which are now the authoritative
standard of English Masonry. In these
lectures many alterations of the Prestonian
system were made, and some of the most
cherished symbols of the Fraternity were
abandoned, as, for instance, the twelve grand
points, the initiation of the free born, and the
lines parallel.
Preston's lectures were re-

jected in consequence, it is said, of their
Christian references; and Dr. Hemming,
in attempting to avoid this error, fell into
a greater one, of omitting in his new course

some of the important ritualistic landmarks
of the Order. Hence it is that many
Lodges

still

Hemming

prefer the Prestonian to the
and that the Grand

lectures,

Master

still appoints annually a skilful
brother to deliver the Prestonian lectures,
although the Lodges no longer work under

their directions.
I have thus rapidly run through the history of the changes in the lectures in England from 1717 to 1813. But all this time

there was an undercurrent working with
which it is necessary to
take some notice. In 1739 a schism occurred in England, and the Grand Lodge
of Ancient York Masons was established in
opposition to the old Grand Lodge. The
latter was reproachfully denominated the
" Moderns," while the former assumed the
name of the " Ancients." The assumption made by the latter body (whether correctly or not, this is not the place to inquire)
was, that the Moderns had lost, changed, or
never knew the true work, especially in the
third degree.
Of course, under this conviction, the " Ancients " were compelled,
for the sake of consistency at least, to arrange a set of lectures peculiar to themselves.
Of the history of lecture making
in the schismatic body we have no particulars, as the records of that body were not
published, as were those of the Moderns by
Preston, Smith, Anderson, and his successors. But we know that Laurence Dermott
was the Coryphaeus of that band of schismatics, and to him, as a man of talents
and Masonic intelligence,
a man, too, of
great zeal and energy, (for, say what we will
of him, we cannot deny him that praise,)
it is almost certain that the task of
preparing the Ancient lectures must have
while the
been intrusted.
So, then,
" Moderns " were practising the systems of
Anderson and Clare and Dunckerley, the
"Ancients" were contenting themselves
with that of Dermott, and did so content
silent influence, of

—

—
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themselves, as we have every reason to believe, until the union in 1813, when, perhaps, we are truly to look for the origin of
the Hemming lectures in the fact that they
were a compromise between the two systems of the Ancients and the Moderns.
But there is something more that

tures were generally used in the United
States during the last century ; but there is
every reason for believing that the full
Prestonian lecture was not adopted. In
fact, a number of the Lodges in America
derived their charters from the Athol
Grand Lodge, or from Grand Lodges in
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"hangs" upon

this

history,

which

it

is

important for us to know. It has already
been seen that Dunckerley visited the
Ancient Lodges, and that he derived from
them the idea of dissevering the Eoyal
an innoArch from the Master's degree
vation which he successfully introduced
Now, to
iato the Modern Grand Lodge.
enable him to do this, it was necessary that
he should incorporate something of the
know
Ancient lectures into his own.
our
this only from logical deduction
he could not
proof is ex necessitate rei
have done otherwise. Adopting Dermott's
Royal Arch, he must have adopted Dermott's illustrations of it, if not in exact

—

We

—

—

words, at least substantially and in spirit.
Here was the first influence exerted on the
lectures of the Modern Grand Lodge by
the system of the Ancients.
But again we know that Preston was
initiated in a Dermott or Ancient Lodge,
and was afterwards induced to withdraw
from that body and unite with the Moderns.
But we have every reason to suppose that
the influences of his early Masonic education were not altogether forgotten, and that,
like a wise man, as he was, in arranging
his new system, he " borrowed sweets from
every flower," and incorporated the best
parte of the Aacient system, so far as he
legally could, into his own. Here, then, was
a second instance of the influence exerted
by the one society upon the other, all of
which must have rendered the compromise
in 1813 a matter of still easier accomplish:

ment.
This episode in the history of the lectures of the regular system was necessary
to enable us to lay a conjectural foundation
for the same history in America.
I say a
" conjectural foundation " for in the treatment of an esoteric subject like this, where
the greatest pains have necessarily been
taken to preserve secrecy, and where there
are no books of authority, and few manuscripts to reward our researches, it is absolutely necessary that much must be left to
conjecture.
But this conjecture must be
within the bounds of analogical reason.
When we conjecture a fact, and assign a
reason for the conjecture, we are to be
governed by the rules of circumstantial
evidence. The reason we assign must not
only account in every way for the fact, but
it must be the only reason that will.
I am unable to say definitely what lec;

correspondence and union with it. Dermott's Ahiman Rezon was a more popular
work among the American Masons than
The Eoyal
Anderson's Constitutions.
Arch was dissevered from the Master, and
given as a distinct degree. And hence we
may well suppose that the Dermott lectures
were more in use than the Prestonian.
This is, however, mere conjecture; for
manuscripts anterior to 1800 are rare
perhaps do not exist; and we have no
Prichards, or Finches, or Brownes to give
us an inkling of the Lodge work in those
Neither had we any lecture makers
days.
among us ; and whatever was first received
was retained without other change than
that which might have resulted from the
infirmity of memory in Masters and lec-

—

turers.

But in the last decennium of the eighteenth century, a lecture maker did arise
among the American Masons; and to
Thomas Smith Webb we are indebted for
our present system of Lodge lectures.
Webb was a man of some talent not
equal, it is true, to Hutchinson or Preston
but one who had paid more attention to
Masonry, and knew more about it, than any
man of his times in this country. It is
said, upon what authority I know not, but
I think the fact is credible, that he visited
England, and obtained instructions from
Preston himself. At the same time, such
a man would not have undertaken such a
voyage without making himself acquainted
with the other systems prevailing in England, and his subsequent course shows that
he extended his investigations to the continental science of Masonry as developed
in the "hautes grades."
On his return
home, he availed himself of all these varied advantages to compile and arrange
that system, not only of lectures, but of
degrees, which has ever since been practised in this country.
The lectures of Webb contained much that
was almost a verbal copy of parts of Preston
but the whole system was briefer, and the
paragraphs were framed with an evident

—

view to

memory.

facility

It

is

in committing them
an herculean task to

to
ac-

quire the whole system of Prestonian lectures, while that of Webb may be mastered
in a comparatively short time, and by much
inferior intellects.
There have, in consequence, in former years, been many " bright
Masons " and " skilful lecturers " whose

LEFRANC

LEGATE

brightness and skill consisted only in the
easy repetition from memory of the set
form of phrases established by Webb, and
who were otherwise ignorant of all the
science, the philosophy, and the history of
Masonry. But in the later years, a perfect
verbal knowledge of the lectures has not
been esteemed so highly in this country as

tion contre la religion Catholique et les
souverains, dont le projet, conqu eu France,
doit s'fSxdcuter dans I'univers entier," 1792.
In these scandalous books, and especially
in the former, Lefranc has, to use the language of Thory, " vomited the most unde-

and our most erudite Masons
have devoted themselves to the study of
those illustrations and that symbolism of
the Order which lie outside of the lectures.
that is, the study of the
Book Masonry
principles of the Institution as any other
science is studied, by means of the various
treatises which have been written on these
has been, from year to year, getsubjects
ting more popular with us and the American Masonic public is becoming emphatiin England,

—

—

;

cally a reading people.

way to be regretted.
something upon which we may
congratulate ourselves, that a library is becoming as indispensable to a Masonic student as a tool-chest to a mechanic. But,
This

Nay,

is

not in any

it is

same

at the

time,

it is

desirable that the

which contain, or ought

to
contain, the elements of the science, should
be made the subject of special study. And
it is, above all, to be wished that our lecthat Webb had
tures were more scientific
made them a little more Prestonian in their
character, and that they contained something elevated enough to entice and gratify
lectures, too,

—

intellectual Masons.
The lecture on the third degree is, it is
true, less objectional on this ground than
the others. It is eminently Hutchinsonian
in its character, and contains the bud
from which, by a little cultivation, we

might bring forth a gorgeous blossom of
symbolism. Hence, the third degree has
always been the favorite of American Masons.
But the lectures of the first and
second degrees, the latter particularly, are
meagre and unsatisfactory. The explanations, for instance, of the form and extent
of the Lodge, of its covering, of the theological ladder, and especially of the point
within the circle, will disappoint any intellectual student who is seeking, in a symbolical science, for some rational explanation of its symbols that promises to be
worthy of his investigations.
liC franc. The Abb6 Lefranc, Superior of the House of the Eudistes at Caen,
was a very bitter enemy of Freemasonry,
and the author of two libellous works
against Freemasonry, both published in
Paris the first and best known, entitled
"Le Voile lev6 pour les curieux, ou le
secret des re'volutions, r6v616 k I'aide de la
Franc-Maqonnerie," 1791, (republished at
Liege in 1827,) and the other, "Conjura;
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served abuse of the Order." Of the Veil
Lifted, the two great detractors of Masonry,
Robison and Barruel, entertained different
opinions.
Robison made great use of it in
his Proofs of a Conspiracy; but Barruel,
while speaking highly of the Abbe's virtues, doubts his accuracy and declines to
Lefranc was slain
trust to his authority.
in the massacre of September 2, at the
Convent of the Carmelites, in Paris, with
one hundred and ninety-one other priests.
Thory {Act Lat., i. 192,) says that M. Ledhui, a Freemason, who was present at the
sanguinary scene, attempted to save the life
of Lefranc, and lost his own in the effort.
The Abb^ says that, on the death of a
friend, who was a zealous Mason and Master of a Lodge, he found among his papers
a collection of Masonic writings containing the rituals of a great many degrees,
and from these he obtained the information
on which he has based his attacks upon the
Order. Some idea may be formed of his
accuracy and credibility, from the fact that
he asserts that Faustus Socinus, the Father
of Modern Unitarianism, was the contriver
a
and inventor of the Masonic system
theory so absurd that even Robison and
Barruel both reject it.
Among the ancients the
liCft
left hand was a symbol of equity and justice.
Thus, Apuleius, {Met, 1. xi.,) when
describing the procession in honor of Isis,
says one of the ministers of the sacred rites
" bore the symbol of equity, a left hand,
fashioned with the palm extended which
seems to be more adapted to administering
equity than the right, from its natural inertness, and its being endowed with no

—

Hand.

;

craft

and no subtlety."

liCft Side. In the symbolism of Masonry, the first degree is represented by the

which is to indicate that as the
the weaker part of the body, so is
the Entered Apprentice's degree the weakThis doctrine, that
est part of Masonry.
the left is the weaker side of the body, is
very ancient. Plato says it arises from the
but Arisfact that the right is more used
totle contends that the organs of the right
side are by nature more powerful than
those of the left.
See ConI.esally Constituted.
left side,
left is

;

stituted, Legally.

'

liegate. In the Middle Ages, a legate,
or legatus, was one who was, says Du
Cange, (Olossar.,) "in provincias k Principe ad exercendas judicias mittebalur,"

:

:
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teach the doctrine of the restoration from
death to eternal life.
The legends of Freemasonry constitute
a considerable and a very important part
of its ritual. Without them, its most valuinto unoccupied territory to propagate able portions as a scientific system would
the Eite. Tlie word is, however, of recent cease to exist. It is, in fact, in the tradiorigin, not having been used before 1866. tions and legends of Freemasonry, more,
legate should be in possession of at least even, than in its material symbols, that we
are to find the deep religious instructions
the thirty-second degree.
liegend. Strictly speaking, a legend, which the Institution is intended to inculfrom the Latin, legendus, " to be read," cate. It must be remembered that Freeshould be restricted to a story that has masonry has been defined to be " a system
been committed to writing; but by good of morality, veiled in allegory and illususage the word has been applied more trated by symbols." Symbols, then, alone,
extensively, and now properly means a do not constitute the whole of the system
narrative, whether true or false, that has allegory comes in for its share; and this
been traditionally preserved from the time allegory, which veils the divine truths of
of its first oral communication. Such is Masonry, is presented to the neophyte in
the definition of a Masonic legend. The the various legends which have been tradiauthors of the Oonversaiions- Lexicon, refer- tionally preserved in the Order.
They may be divided into three classes
ring to the monkish lives of the saints
which originated in the twelfth and thir- 1. The Mythical legend. 2. The Philoteenth centuries, say that the title legend sophical legend. 3. The Historical legend.
was given to all fictions which made pre- And these three classes may be defined as
tensions to truth. Such a remark, however follows
1. The myth may be engaged in the transcorrect it may be in reference to these
monkish narratives, which were often in- mission of a narrative of early deeds and
vented as ecclesiastical exercises, is by no events having a foundation in truth, which
means applicable to the legends of Free- truth, however, has been greatly distorted
masonry. These are not necessarily fic- and perverted by the omission or introductitious, but are either based on actual and tion of circumstances and personages, and
historical facts which have been but slightly then it constitutes the mythical legend.
modified, or they are the offspring and ex2. Or it may have been invented and
pansion of some symbolic idea ; in which adopted as the medium of enunciating a
latter respect they differ entirely from the particular thought, or of inculcating a cermonastic legends, which often have only tain doctrine, when it becomes a, philosophithe fertile imagination of some studious cal legend.
monk for the basis of their construction.
3. Or, lastly, the truthful elements of actThe instructions of Freemasonry are ual history may greatly predominate over
given to us in two modes by the symbol the fictitious and invented materials of the
and by the legend. The symbol is a mate- myth; and the narrative may be, in the
rial, and the legend a mental, representamain, made up of facts, with a slight colortion of a truth. The sources of neither can ing of imagination, when it forms a historibe in every case authentically traced. cal legend.
Many of them come to us, undoubtedly,
liegend of Enocb. See Enoch.
from the old Operative Masons of the mediliCgend of £iiclid. See Euclid.
aeval gilds.
But whence they got them is
liCgend of the Craft. The Old
a question that naturally arises, and which Eecords of the Fraternity of Operative
still
remains unanswered. Others have Freemasons, under the general name of
sprung from a far earlier source ; perhaps, " Old Constitutions " or " Constitutions of
as Creuzer has suggested in his Symbolih, Masonry," were written in the fourteenth,
from an effort to engraft higher and purer fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth cenknowledge on an imperfect religious idea. turies. The loss of many of these by the
If so, then the myths of the Ancient Mys- indiscretion of over-zealous brethren was
teries, and the legends or traditions of
deplored by Anderson ; but a few of them
Freemasonry, would have the same remote have been long known to us, and many
and the same final cause. They would dif- more have been recently recovered, by the
fer
construction, but they would agree in labors of such men as Hughan, from the
design. For instance, the myth of Adonis in archives of old Lodges and from manuthe Syrian mysteries, and the legend of script collections in the British Museum.
Hiram Abif in the third degree, would dif- In these is to be found a history of Freefer very widely in their details ; but the ob- masonry full, it is true, of absurdities and
ject of each would be the same, namely, to anachronisms, and yet exceedingly inter-

sent by a prince into the provinces to exn
iudicial functions. The word is now
ercise judicial
applied by the Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite to
designate certain persons who are sent
I

i

A

:

:

m

I

:

LEGEND

LEGEND

esting, as giving

us the belief of our ancient brethren on the subject of the origin
of the Order. This history has been called
by Masonic writers the " Legend op the
Ceaft," because it is really a legendary
narrative, having little or no historic authenticity.
In all these " Old Constitutions," the legend is substantially the same
showing, evidently, a common origin most
probably an oral teaching which prevailed
in the earliest ages of the confraternity. In
giving it, I have selected that contained in
what 13 called the Dowland Manuscript, because it is believed to be a copy of an older
one of the beginning of the sixteenth century, and because its rather modernized
spelling makes it more intelligible to the
general reader.
;

;

" Before Noyes floode there was a man
called Lameche as it is written in the Byble,
in the iiij'" chapter of Genesis ; and this

Lameche had two wives, and the one height
Ada and the other height Sella by his first
;

wife Ada he gott two sonns, and that one
Jabell, and thother Tuball.
And by that
other wife Sella he gott a son and a daughter.
All these four children founden the
begining of all the sciences in the world.
And this elder son Jabell found the science
of Geometric, and he departed flocks of
sheepe and lambs in the field, and first
wrought house of stone and tree, as is
noted in the chapter above said. And his
brother Tuball found the science of Musicke, songe of tonge, harpe, and orgaine.
And the third brother Tuoall Cain found
Smithcraft of gold, silver, copper, iron, and
;

and the daughter found the

Weavinge.

And

these children

craft of

knew

well
take vengeance for synn,
either by fire or by water ; wherefore they
writt their science that they had found in
two pillars of stone, that they might be
found after Noyes flood. And that one
stone was marble, for that would not bren
with fire. And that other stone was clepped laterns, and would not drown in noe

that

and

it

is

And when
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said with masters of histories.
the City of Nyneve, and other

of the East should be made, NemKing of Babylon, sent thither
threescore Masons at the rogation of the
King of Nyneve his cosen. And when he
sent them forth, he gave them a charge on
this manner: That they should be true
each of them to other, and that they should
love truly together, and that they should
serve their lord truly for their pay; soe
that the master may have worshipp, and
that long to him. And other moe charges
he gave them. And this was the first tyme
that ever Mason had any charge of his
cities

rothe, the

science.

" Moreover,

when Abraham and Sara

his

wife went into Egipt, there he taught the
Seaven Sciences to the Egiptians and he
had a worthy Scoller that height Ewclyde,
and he leai-ned right well, and was a master
of all the vy Sciences libejrall. And in his
dayes it befell that the lord and the estates
of the realme had soe many sonns that
they had gotten some by their wifes and
some by other laydes of the realme; for
that land is a hott land and a plentious of
generacion. And they had not competent
livehode to find with their children; wherefor they made much care.
And then the
King of the land made a great counsell and
a parliament, to witt, how they might find
their children honestly as gentlemen. And
they could find no manner of good way. And
then they did crye through all the realme,
if there were any man that could enforme
them, that he should come to them, and
he should be soe rewarded for his travail,
that he should hold him pleased.
" After that this cry was made, then came
this worthy clarke Ewclyde, and said to the
King and to all his great lords
If yee
will, take me your children to governe,
and to teache them one of the Seaven Sciences, wherewith they may live honestly as
gentlemen should, under a condicion that
yee will grant me and them a commission
that I may have power to rule them after
the manner that the science ought to be
And that the King and all his
ruled.'
counsell granted to him anone, and sealed
their commission.
And then this worthy
tooke to him these lords' sonns, and taught
them the science of Geometric in practice,
for to work in stones all manner of worthy
worke that belongeth to buildinge churches,
temples, castells, towres, and manners, and
all other manner of buildings and he gave
;

the legend of the craft.

Steele

'

God would

water.

" Our intent is to tell you trulie how and
in what manner these stones were found,
that thise science were written in. The
great Hermarynes that was Cubys son, the
which Cub was Sem's sonn, that was Noy's
son.
This Hermarynes, afterwards was
called Harmes the father of wise men he
found one of the two pillars of stone, and
found the science written there, and he
taught it to other men. And at the making
:

:

'

;

them a charge on this manner
" The first was, that they should he true
of the Tower of Babylon there was Ma- to the Kinge, and to the lord that they owe.
sonrye first made much of. And the Kinge And that they should love well together,
of Babylon that height Nemrothe, was a and be true each one to other. And that
mason himselfe; and loved well the science, they should call each other his felloe, or
3 11
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and not by servant, nor his
knave, nor none other foule name. And
that truly they should deserve their paie of
the lord, or of the master that they serve.
And that they should ordaine the wisest of
them to be master of the worke; and
neither for love nor great lynneadge, ne
riches ne for no favour to lett another that
hath little conning for to be master of the
lord's worke, wherethrough the lord should
be evill served and they ashamed. And
also that they should call the governors of
the worke, Master, in the time that they
worke with him. And other many moe
charges that longe to tell. And to all these
charges he made them to sweare a great oath
that men used in that time ; and ordayned
them for reasonable wages, that they might
And also that they should
live honestly by.
come and semble together every yeare once,
how they might worke best to serve the
lord for his profitt, and to their owne worshipp; and to correct within themselves
him that had trespassed against the science. And thus was the science grounded

ence of Masonrye confirmed in the country
of Jerusalem, and in many other kingdomes.
" Curious craftsmen walked about full
wide into divers countryes, some because
of learning more craft and cunninge, and
some to teach them that had but little
cunynge. And soe it befell that there was
one curious Mason that teight Maymus
Grecus, that had beene at the making of
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else brother,

there;

and that worthy Master Ewclyde

gave

the

it is

it

name of Geometrie.

And now

called through all this land Masonrye.

" Sythen longe after, when the Children
of Israeli were coming into the Land of
Beheast, that is now called amongst us the
Country of Jhrlm, Kinge David began the
Temple that they called Templum D'ni and
it is named with us the Temple of Jerusalem. And the same King David loved
Masons well and cherished them much, and
gave them good paie. And he gave the
charges and the manners he had learned of
Egipt given by Ewclyde, and other moe
charges, that ye shall heare afterward.
And after the decease of Kinge David, Salamon, that was David's sonn, performed
out the Temple that his father begonne;
and sent after Masons into divers countries and of divers lands; and gathered

Solomon's Temple, and he came into
Fraunce, and there he taught the science
of Masonrye to men of Fraunce. And
there was one of the Regal lyne of Fraunce,
that height Charles Martell and he was a
man that loved well such a science, and
drew to this Maymus Grecus that is abovesaid, and learned of him the science, and
tooke upon him the charges and manners;
and afterwards, by the grace of God, he
was elect to be Kinge of Fraunce. And
when he was in his estate he tooke Masons, and did helpe to make men Masons
that were none; and set them to worke,
and gave them both the charge and the
manners and good paie, as he had learned
of other Masons; and confirmed them a
Charter from yeare to yeare, to hold their
cemble wher they would; and cherished
them right much And thus came the
science into Fraunce.
" England in all this season stood voyd as
for any charge of Masonrye unto St. Albones tyme. And in his days the King of
England that was a Pagan, he did wall the
towne about that is called Sainct Albones.
And Sainct Albones was a worthy knight,
and steward with the Kinge of his Household, and had governance of the realme,
;

;

and also of the making of the town walls;
and loved well Masons and cherished them
much. And he made their paie right good,
standinge as the realm did, for he gave
them ij«. vjrf. a weeke, and iijd. to their
nonesynches.

through

And

before that time,
land, a Mason took but
and his meate, till Sainct

all this

them

a penny a day

gravings and carvinge, and of all other
manner of Masonrye that longed to the
Temple; and this" is witnessed by the
Bible, in libra Begum the third chapter.
And this Solomon confirmed boCh charges
and the manners that his father had given
to Masons. And thus was that worthy sci-

Albones amanded it, and gave them a
chartour of the Kinge and his counsell for
to hold a general councell, and gave it the
name of Assemble; and thereat he was
himselfe, and helped to make Masons, and
gave them charges as yee shall heare afterward.
" Eight soone after the decease of Sainct
Albone, there came divers wars into the
realme of England of divers Nations, soe
that the good rule of Masonrye was destroyed unto the tyme of Kinge Athelstone's days that was a worthy Kinge of
England and brought this land into good
rest and peace; and builded many great
works of Abbyes and Towres, and other
many divers buildings; and loved well
Masons. And he had a son that height

together, so that he had fourscore
thousand workers of stone, and were all
named Masons. And he chose out of them
three thousand that were ordayned to be
Maisters and governors of his worke. And
furthermore, there was a Kinge of another
region that men called Iram, and he loved
well Kinge Solomon, and he gave him
tymber to his worke. And he had a son
that height Anyon, and he was a Master
of Geometric, and was chief Master of all
his Masons, and was Master of all his

:
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Edwinne, and he loved Masons much more
than hia father did. And he was a great
practiser in Geometry and he drew much
to talke and to commune with Masona,
;

and to learn of them science and afterwards, for love that he had to Masons, and
to the science, he was made a Mason, and
he gatt of the Kinge his father a chartour
and commission to hold every yeare once
an Assemble, wher they ever would within
the realme of England; and to correct
within themselves defaults and trespasses
that were done within the science. And he
held himself an Assemble at Yorke, and
;
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from the

fact that it has given a complexion
to all subsequent Masonic history.
In dis-

it with critical hands, we shall be
enabled to dissever its historical from its
mythical portions, and assign to it its true
value as an exponent of the Masonic sentiment of the Middle Ages.

secting

liegend of the GUd.

A

which the Legend of the Craft

title

by

sometimes designated in reference to the Gild
of Operative Masons.
is

liCgend of the Royal Arch DeMuch of this legend is a myth,

gree.

having very

little

foundation, and some of

made Masons, and gave them it none, in historical accuracy. But underand taught them the manners, neath it all there lies a profound stratum of
and commanded that rule to be kept philosophical symbolism. The destruction
ever after, and tooke then the chartour and and the rebuilding of the Temple by the
commission to keepe, and made ordinance efforts of Zerubbabel and his compatriots,
there he
charges,

that it should be renewed from kinge to
kinge.
" And when the assemble was gathered

he made a cry that all old Masons and
young that had any writeinge or understanding of the charges and the manners
that were made before in this land or in
any other, that they should show them
forth.
And when it was proved, there were
founden some in Frenche, and some in
Greek, and some in English, and some in
other languages and the intent of them
And he did make
all was founden all one.
a booke thereof, and how the science was
founded. And he himaelfe had and commanded that it should be readd or tould,
when that any Mason should be made, for
And fro that day
to give him his charge.
unto this tyme manners of Masons have
been kept in that form as well as men
might governe it. And furthermore divers
Assembles have beene put and ordayned
certaine charges by the best advice of Mas;

and fellowes."
If any one careftilly examines this legend, he will find that it is really a history
of the rise and progress of architecture, with
which is mixed allusions to the ancient
Geometry
gilds of the Operative Masons.
also, as a science essentially necessary to
the proper cultivation of architecture, reIn thus
ceives a due share of attention.
confounding architecture, geometry, and
Freemasonry, the workmen of the Middle
Ages were but obeying a natural instinct
which leads every man to seek to elevate
the character of his profession, and to give
to it an authentic claim to antiquity. It is
this instinct which has given rise to so
much of the mythical element in the modern history of Masonry. Anderson has
thus written his records in the very spirit
of the legend of the Craft, and Preston and
Oliver have followed his example. Hence
this legend derives its great importance
ters

the captivity and the return of the captives,
are matters of sacred history ; but many of
the details have been invented and introduced for the purpose of giving form to a
symbolic idea. And this idea, expressed
in the symbolism of the Eoyal Arch, is the
very highest form of that which the ancient
Mystagogues called the euresis, or the diacovery.
There are some portions of the
legend which do not bear directly on
the symbolism of the second Temple as
a type of the second life, but which still
have an indirect bearing on the general
idea.
Thus the particular legend of the
three weary sojourners is undoubtedly a mere
myth, there being no known historical testimony for its support; but it is evidently
the enunciation symbolically of the religious and philosophical idea that divine
truth may be sought and won only by successful perseverance through all the dangers, trials, and tribulations of life, and that
it is not in this, but in the next life, that it
is

fully attained.

The legend of the English and the
American systems

is identical ; that of the
Irish is very different as to the time and

events and the legend of the Eoyal Arch
of the Scottish Eite is more usually called
the legend of Enoch.
;

£iegend of the Third Degree.
The most important and

significant of the
legendary symbols of Freemasonry is, undoubtedly, that which relates to the fate of
Hiram Abif, commonly called, " by way of
excellence," the Legend of the Third Degree.

The first written record that I have been
able to find of this legend is contained in
the second edition of Anderson's Constitutions, published in 1738, and is in these
words
"It (the Temple) was finished in the
short space of seven years and six months,
when
to the amazement of all the world
;

—
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the capestone was celebrated by the FraBut their joy was
ternity with great joy.
soon interrupted by the sudden death of
their dear master, Hiram Abif, whom they
decently interred in the Lodge near the
Temple, according to ancient usage."
In the next edition of the same work,
published in 1754, a few additional circumstances are related, such as the participation of King Solomon in the general grief,
and the fact that the King of Israel " ordered his obsequies to be conducted with
great solemnity and decency." With these
exceptions, and the citations of the same
passages, made by subsequent authors, the
narrative has always remained unwritten,
and descended, from age to age, through
the means of oral tradition.
The legend has been considered of so
much importance that it has been preserved
in the symbolism of every Masonic rite. No
matter what modifications or alterations
the general system may have undergone
no matter how much the ingenuity or the
imagination of the founders of rites may
have perverted or corrupted other symbols,
abolishing the old and substituting new
ones
the legend of the Temple Builder
has ever been left untouched, to present
itself in all the integrity of its ancient
mythical form.
What, then, is the signification of this
symbol so important and so extensively
diffused ? What interpretation can we give
to it that will account for its universal
adoption? How is it that it has thus become so intimately interwoven with Freemasonry as to make, to all appearances, a
part of its very essence, and to have been
always deemed inseparable from it?

—

—

To answer

these questions satisfactorily,
it is necessary to trace, in a brief investigation, the remote origin of the institution of

Freemasonry and its connection with the
ancient systems of initiation.
It was, then, the object of all the rites
and mysteries of antiquity to teach the doctrine of the immortality of the soul.
This
dogma, shining as an almost solitary beaconlight in the surrounding gloom of Pagan
darkness, had undoubtedly been received
from that ancient people or priesthood,
among whom it probably existed only in
the form of an abstract proposition or a

ting, caused this rising

in the

sun to be adopted
as a symbol

more ancient mysteries

of the regeneration of the soul.
Thus, in the Egyptian mysteries we find
a representation of the death and subsequent regeneration of Osiris ; in the Phoenician, of Adonis ; in the Syrian, of Dionysus ; in all of which the scenic apparatus
of initiation was intended to indoctrinate
the candidate into the dogma of a future life.
It will be suflScient here to refer to the
theory of Oliver, that through the instrumentality of the Tyrian workmen at the
Temple of King Solomon, what he calls the
spurious and pure branches of the Masonic
system were united at Jerusalem, and that
the same method of scenic representation
was adopted by the latter from the former,
and the narrative of the Temple Builder
substituted for that of Dionysus, which
was the myth peculiar to the mysteries
practised by the Tyrian workmen.

The idea, therefore, proposed to be communicated in the myth of the ancient mysteries was the same as that which is now
conveyed in the Masonic legend of the
third degree.
Hence, then, Hiram Abif is, in the Masonic system, the symbol of human nature,
as developed in the life here and the life to
come; and so, while the Temple was the
visible symbol of the world, its builder became the mythical symbol of man, the
dweller and worker in that world.
Man, setting forth on the voyage of life,

with faculties and powers

fitting

him

for

the due exercise of the high duties to
whose performance he has been called,
holds, if he be "a curious and cunning

workman,"

skilled in all moral and intellectual purposes, (and it is only of such

men that the Temple Builder can be the
symbol,) within the grasp of his attainment,
the knowledge of all that divine truth imparted to him as the heir-loom of his race
that race to whom it has been granted to look,
with exalted countenance, on high; which
divine truth is symbolized by the word.
Thus provided with the word of life, he
occupies his time in the construction of a
spiritual temple, and travels onward in the
faithful discharge of all his duties, laying
down his designs upon the trestle-board of
the future, and invoking the assistance and
direction of God.
But is his path always over flowery
meads and through pleasant groves? Is
there no hidden foe to obstruct his progress?
Is all before him clear and calm, with joyous sunshine and refreshing zephyrs? Alas
" Man is born to trouble, as the
riot so.

simple and unembellished tradition. But
in the more sensual minds of the Pagan
philosophers and mystics, the idea, when
presented to the initiates in their mysteries
was always conveyed in the form of a scenic
representation. The influence, too, of
the
early Sabian worship of the sun and
heavenly bodies, in which the solar orb
was sparks fly upward." At every "gate of
adored on its resurrection, each morning life"
as the Orientalists have beautifully
from the apparent death of its evening set- called the different ages
he is beset by
I

—

—

LEGEND

LEGEND

peril.
Temptations allure his youth misfortunes darken the pathway of his manhood, and his old age is encumbered with
infirmity and disease. But clothed in the
armor of virtue he may resist the temptation; he may cast misfortunes aside and

.

have said that this mythical history of the

I

;
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Temple Builder was universal in all nations
and all rites, and that in no place and at
no time had it, by alteration, diminution,
or addition, acquired any essentially new or
the myth has always redifferent form
rise triumphantly above them
but to the mained the same.
last
the direst, the most inexorable foe
But it is not so with its interpretation.
he must eventually yield, and, That which I have just given, and which I
of his race
stricken down by death, he sinks prostrate conceive to be the correct one, has been
into the grave, and is buried in the rubbish very generally adopted by the Masons of
But elsewhere, and by vaof his sin and human frailty.
this country.
Here then, in Masonry, is what was rious writers, other interpretations have
called the apharmm, concealment or disap- been made, very different in their charac:

;

—

—

Eearance in the Ancient Mysteries. The
itter, but necessary lesson of death has
been imparted. The living soul, with the
lifeless body which encased it, has disappeared, and can nowhere be found. All is
confusion
darkness
despair.
Divine
truth
the word
for a time is lost, and
the Master Mason may now say, in the
language of Hutchinson "I prepare my
sepulchre. I make my grave in the pollution of the earth.
I am under the shadow

—

—

—

—

of death."
But if the mythic symbolism ended here,
with this lesson of death, then were the
lesson incomplete. That teaching would
be vain and idle
nay more, it would be
corrupt and pernicious
which should
stop short of the conscious and innate in-

—

stinct for

—

another existence.

And

hence

the succeeding portions of the legend are
intended to convey the sublime symbolism
of a resurrection from the grave and a new
birth into a future life. The discovery of
the body, which, in the initiations of the
ancient mysteries, was called the euresis ;
and its removal, from the polluted grave

which it had been cast, to an honored
and sacred place within the precincts of the
temple, are all profoundly and beautifully
into

symbolic of that great truth, the discovery
of which was the object of all the ancient
initiations, as it is almost the whole design
of Freemasonry, namely, that when man
shall have passed the gates of life and have
yielded to the inexorable fiat of death, he
shall then (not in the pictured ritual of
an earthly Lodge, but in the realities of
that eternal one, of which the former is
but an antitype,) be raised, at the omnific
word of the Grand Master of the Universe,
from time to eternity
from the tomb of
from
corruption to the chambers of hope
the darkness of death to the celestial beams
of life
and that his disembodied spirit
shall be conveyed aa near to the holy of
holies of the divine presence as humanity
can ever approach to deity.
Such I conceive to be the true interpretation of the symbolism of the legend of
the third degree.

—

—

—

although always agreeing in retaining
the general idea of a resurrection or regeneration, or a restoration of something from
an inferior to a higher sphere or function.
Thus, some of the earlier continental
writers have supposed the myth to have
been a symbol of the destruction of the
Order of the Templars, looking upon its
ter,

restoration to its original wealth and dignities as being prophetically symbolized.
In some of the high philosophical degrees it is taught that the whole legend refers to the sufferings and death, with the
subsequent resurrection of Christ.

Hutchinson, who has the honor of being
the earliest philosophical writer on Freemasonry in England, supposes it to have
been intended to embody the idea of the
decadence of the Jewish religion and the
substitution of the Christian in its place"

and on

its

ruins.

Dr. Oliver thinks that it is typical of the
murder of Abel and Cain, and that it symbolically refers to the universal death of
our race through Adam and its restoration
to life in the Redeemer, according to the
expression of the Apostle, " as in Adam we
all died, so in Christ we all live."
Bagon makes Hiram a symbol of the sun
shorn of its vivifying rays and fructifying
power by the three winter months, and its
restoration to prolific heat by the season of
spring.

And,

finally,

Des Etangs, adopting, in

Eagon, adds to
another which he calls the moral symbolism of the legend, and supposes that
Hiram is no other than eternal reason,
whose enemies are the vices that deprave
and destroy humanity.
To each of these interpretations it seems
to me that there are important objections,
though perhaps to some less so than to

part, the interpretation of
It

others.
As to those

who

seek for an astronomical

interpretation of the legend, in which the
annual changes of the sun are symbolized,
while the ingenuity with which they press

argument cannot but be admired, it
evident that, by such an interpretation,

their
is

"

;

LEGISLATION

LELAND

all that Masonry has gained of
development in past ages, and fall
back upon that corruption and perversion
of Sabaism from which it was tne object,
even of the Spurious Freemasonry of anti-

formerly Grand Master of Florida, has
wisely said " Too much legislation is the
vice of the pr&sent day, as well in Masonic
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they yield
religious

:

as in civil government.

The same

thirst

change and innovation which has
prompted tyros and demagogues to legislate
quity, to rescue its disciples.
The Templar interpretation of the myth upon constitutional law, and write exposimust at once be discarded if we would tions of the common law, has prompted unavoid the difficulties of anachronism, unless informed and unscrupulous Masons to legwe deny that the legend existed before the islate upon the landmarks of Masonry."
liehrling. German for an Entered
abolition of the Order of Knights Templars,
and such denial would be fatal to the anti- Apprentice.
Iceland, Jobn. An eminent Engquity of E'reemasonry.
And as to the adoption of the Christian lish antiquary, the chaplain of King
reference, Hutchinson and, after him, Oli- Henry VIII., who appointed him "King's
Antiquary," a title which he was the first
ver, profoundly philosophical as are the Masonic speculations of both, have, I am con- and last to bear. The king also directed
strained to believe, fallen into a great error him to search after the antiquities of Engin calling the Master Mason's degree a land, " and peruse the libraries of all catheChristian institution.

It

is

true that

it

for

drals, abbies, priories, colleges, etc., as also

scheme the great all places wherein records, writings, and
truths of Christianity upon the subject of secrets of antiquity were deposited." Lethe immortality of the soul and the resur- land, accordingly, travelled over England
rection of the body but this was to be pre- for several years, and made many collections
sumed, because Freemasonry is truth, and of manuscripts, which were afterwards deChristianity is truth, and all truth must be posited in the Bodleian Library. He was a
identical.
But the origin of each is differ- man of great learning and industry. He
ent; their histories are dissimilar. The was born in London in the beginning of
creed of Freemasonry is the primitive one the sixteenth century, (the exact year is
of Noah and his immediate descendants. uncertain,) and died on the 18th of April,
If Masonry were simply a Christian insti- 1552.
Anthony Wood says that he was
tution, the Jew and the Moslem, the Brah- by far the most eminent historian and antiman and the Buddhist, could not conscien- quary ever born in England. His connectiously partake of its illumination
but its tion with Freemasonry arises from the
embraces

within

its

;

;

In

language,
citizens of every nation may converse; at
its altar men of all religions may kneel
to its creed, disciples of every faith may
universality

is

its

boast.

its

subscribe.
But the true ancient interpretation of
the legend
the universal. Masonic one
for all countries and all ages undoubtedly
was that the fate of the Temple Builder is
but figurative of the pilgrimage of man
on earth, through trials and temptations,
through sin and sorrow, until his eventual
fall beneath the blow of death and his final
and glorious resurrection to another and
an eternal life.
And now, in conclusion, a word of historical criticism may not be misplaced. It is
not at all essential to the value of the symbolism that the legend shall be proved to be

—

—

Whether considered as a truthnarrative of an event that actually
transpired during the building of the Temple, or simply as a myth embodying the
utterance of a religious sentiment, the
symbolic lesson of life and death and immortality is still contained in its teachings,
and commands our earnest attention.
liegislation. On the subject of that
crying sin of the Order,
over-legislation
historical.

ful

by Grand Lodges,

—
— Gov. Thomas

Brown,

manuscript containing the questions of
is said to have
copied from the original. See Leland Man-

King Henry VI., which he
uscript.

Lieland Manuscript. There is no
one of the old Records of Freemasonry, except, perhaps, the Charter of Cologne, that
has given rise to more controversy among
the critics than the one generally known as
the " Leland Manuscript." It derives this

name from the statement made
which

in

its title,

"Certayne questyons with answeres to the same, concernynge the mystery of maconrye; wryttene by the hande
is:

Kynge Henry

the Sixthe of the name,
by me, Johan Leylande Xntiquarius, by the commaunde of
His Highnesse." It first appeared in the
Gentleman's Magazine for 1753, (p. 417,)
where it purports to be a reprint of a pamphlet published five years before at Frankfort.
The title of the paper in the Gentleman's Magazine is " Copy of a small pamphlet, consisting of twelve pages in 8vo,
printed in Germany in 1748, entitled ' Ein
Brief von dem bertihmten Heren Heren
of

and

fay th fully e copied

:

Johann Locke betreffend die Frey-MaureSo auf einem Schreib-Tisch eines

rein.

verstorbnen Bruders ist gefunden worden.'
That is, " A Letter of the famous Mr. John

:

LELAND

LELAND

As found
a deceased brother."

Locke relating to Freemasonry.
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Rezon, and

Preston in his Illustrations.
Noorthouck, in 1784, embodied it in his
Hearne copied it in his lAfe of Leland, (p. edition of the Constitutions; and it has
67,) prefacing it with the remark that "it since been repeatedly published in England
also appears that an ancient manuscript of and America, so that the Craft have had
Leland's has long remained in the Bod- every opportunity of becoming familiar
Translations of it have
leian Library, unnoticed in any account of with its contents.
our author yet published." Hearne speaks also been given in French by Thory, in his
Acta Latomorum ; in German by Lenning,
of it thus:
"The original is said to be in the hand- in his Encyclopddie ; by Krause, in his
writing of King Henry VI., and copied by Kunsturkunden, and also by Fessler and
Leland by order of His Highness (King several other French and German writers.
This document
so important, if true, as
Henry VIII.). If the authenticity of this
ancient monument of literature remains a record of the condition of Freemasonry
unquestioned, it demands particular notice in the beginning of the fifteenth century
has been from an early period attacked
in the present publication, on account of
the singularity of the subject, and no less and defended with equal vehemence by
from a due regard to the royal writer, and those who have denied and those who have
our author, his transcriber, indefatigable maintained its authenticity. As early as
in every part of literature it will also be 1787, the Baron de Chefdebien, in a disadmitted acknowledgment is due to the course entitled Recherches Magonniques a
learned Mr. Locke, who, amidst the closest I' usage des Frires de Regime primif de Narstudies and the most strict attention to hu- bonne, read before the Congress of the
in the writing-desk of

—

—

:

man understanding, could unbend his mind
in search of this ancient treatise, which he
first brought from obscurity in the year
1696."
The Manuscript purports to be a series of
questions proposed by Henry VI. and answers given by the Masons.
It is accompanied by an introductory letter and a
commentary by Mr. Locke, together with
a glossary of the archaic words. The best
account of the Manuscript is contained in
the letter of Locke to a nobleman, said to
be the Earl of Pembroke, dated May 6th,
1696, in which, after stating that he had
procured a copy of it from the Bodleian
Library, he adds
" The Manuscript of which this is a copy
appears to be about one hundred and sixty
years old yet (as your Lordship will observe by the title) it is itself a copy of one
yet more ancient by about one hundred
years.
For the original is said to have
been in the handwriting of King Henry
the VI.
Where that prince had it is an
uncertainty; but it seems to me to be an
examination (taken, perhaps, before the
King) of some one of the Brotherhood of
Masons, among whom he entered Himself,
;

as 'tis said, when he came out of his minority, and thenceforth put a stop to a per-

secution

that

had been raised

against

them?"
After its appearance in the Gentleman's
Magazine, which first introduced the knowledge of it to the world, and in Huddesford's
L. of Leland, who evidently copied it from
the Magazine, it next appeared, in 1764, in
the Pocket Companion, and in 1769 in Calcott's Candid Duquidtion.
In 1775, Hutchinson introducea it into his Spirit of Masonry. Dermott published it in his Ahiman

Philalethans, attacked the authenticity of
the document. Thory also, although acknowledging that he wished that the Manuscript was true, presented his objections
to its authenticity in a memoir read in
1806 before the Tribunal of the Philosophic Rite. His objections are eight in
number, and are to this efiect. 1. That it
was not published in any of the early editions of the works of Locke. 2. That it was
printed for the first time at Frankfort, in
1748. 3. That it was not known in Eng-

That Anderson makes
That it is not in any
of the editions of Leland's works printed
6. That Dr. Plot contends
before 1772.
that Henry VI. was never made a Mason.
7. That the Manuscript says that Masonry
was brought from the East by the Venetians.
8. That the troubles in the reign of Henry
VI., and his incapacity, render it improbable that he would have occupied his mind
land until 1753.

no mention of

4.

6.

it.

with the subject of Freemasonry.

The

sixth and eighth of these objections merelybeg the question and the seventh is puerile, founded on ignorance of the meaning
of the word "Venetian." But the other
objections have much weight. Soane, in
;

his

New

Curiosities of Literature, (1849, vol.

the document with the
which he usually displays wherever Freemasonry is concerned.

ii.,

p. 80,) attacks

bitterness

Halliwell, in his Early History of Freein England, (p. 40,) has advanced
the following arguments against its authen-

masonry
ticity

:

" It

singular that the circumstances atits publication should have led no
one to suspect its authenticity. I was at
the pains of making a long search in the
Bodleian Library last summer, in the hopes
is

tending

!

;

:

LELAND

LENOIR

of finding the original, but witliout success.
In fact, there can be but little doubt that
this celebrated and well-known document
is a forgery

But no attempt was ever made to invalidate
its claim to be a genuine document."
After enumerating the several books in
which it had been published, he resumes
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"In

.the

first

place,

why should such

a document have been printed abroad?
Was it likely that it should have found its
way to Frankfort, nearly half a century
afterwards, and been published without
any explanation of the source whence it
was obtained? Again, the orthography is
rao3t grotesque, and too gross ever to have
been penned either by Henry VI. or LeFor instance, we
land, or both combined.
have Peter Gower, a Grecian, explained
for who else
in a note by the fabricator
to be Pythagoras!
could have solved it?
As a whole, it is but a clumsy attempt at
deception, and is quite a parallel to the recently discovered one of ihe first Englishe
Mercurie."
Among the German opponents of the
Manuscript are Lessing, Keller, and Findel and more recently, the iconoclasts of
England, who have been attacking so many
of the ancient records of the Craft, have
not left this one unspared.
On the other hand, it has ranked among
its advocates some of the most learned
Masons of England, Germany, and France,
of whom may be named Krause, Fessler,
Lenning, Reghellini, Preston, Hutchinson, Calcott, (these three, perhaps, without
critical examination,) and Oliver. Of these
the language of the last may be cited as a
specimen of the arguments adduced in its

—

—

;

favor.
" This

famous Manuscript," says Dr. Oliver, [Freemason's Quart. Rev., 1840, p. 10,)
" possesses the reputation of having converted the learned Locke, who was initiated after carefully perusing and analyzing
it.
Before any faith can be placed on this
invaluable document, it will be necessary
to say a word respecting its authenticity. I
admit that there is some degree of mystery
about it, and doubts have been entertained
whether it be not a forgery.
have the
strongest presumptive proofs that it was
in existence about the middle of the last
century, because the utmost publicity was
given to it; and as at that time Freemasonry was beginning to excite a considerable share of public attention, the deception,
had it been such, would have been publicly
exposed by its opponents, who appear to
have used the lash of ridicule very freely,
as witness Hogarth's picture of Night,
where the principal figures represent some
brethren, decorated with aprons and jewels,
returning from the Lodge in a state of intoxication; the broad sheet of the Scald
Miserables, and other prints and publications in which Freemasonry is burlesqued.

We

his argument, as follows
" Being thus universally diffused,

had it
been a suspected document, its exposure
would certainly have been attempted; particularly about the close of the last century,
when the progress of Masonry was sensibly
checked by the publication of works which
charged it with being the depository of
principles fatal equally to the peace and
religion of civil society and if a forgery,
it would have been unable to have endured
the test of a critical examination. Byit no
such attempt was made and the presump;

;

tion therefore is that the document is authentic.
" I should be inclined to pronounce, from
internal evidence only, that the 'Letter
and Annotations ' were written by Locke
but there are corroborating facts which
appear conclusive ; for this great philosopher was actually residing at Oates, the
country-seat of Sir Francis Masham, at the
time when the paper is dated and shortly
afterwards he went up to town, where he
was initiated into Masonry. These facts
are ftilly proved by Locke's Letters to Mr.
;

Molyneaux, dated March 30 and July 2,
1696.
For these reasons I entertain no
doubt of the genuineness and authenticity
of this valuable Manuscript."
If my own opinion is worth giving on this
subject, I should say with much reluctance,
and against ray own wishes, that there is
neither internal nor external evidence of
the authenticity of this document to make
it a sufiScient foundation for historical evidence.
zealous French Maliemanceau.
son, and the possessor of a fine collection
of degrees, the nomenclature of which is
preserved by Thory in his Acta Latomorum.

A

The most important

are referred to in the

present work.

liCngth of the liOdge.
of

the-

See Extent

Lodge.

liCnoir,

Alexandre. A

celebrated
at Paris in 1761.
Having studied at the Mazarin College, he
entered the studio of Doyeu, and successfully
archeelogist,

who was born

cultivated painting.

In 1790, the National

Assembly having decreed that the
ures of

art

in

the

treas-

suppressed churches

and convents should be collected at the
Petits-Augustins, he was appointed the
Conservator of the depot, which was subsequently called the MTuseum, of which he
was then made the Director. He there collected more than five hundred monuments
rescued from destruction, and classified them
with great care.

On

the conversion of the

;
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garden of Moasseaux into a Museum of of much learning, and is said to have supMonuments, he was appointed one of the plied several of his Masonic contemporaries
administrators, and subsequently the ad- with assistance in the preparation of their
ministrator of the monuments of the Church
of St. Denis. In all these appointments,
Lenoir exhibited his taste and judgment as
an archaeologist. He was a member of the
Society of Antiquaries of France, to whose
Transactions he contributed several memoirs.
The Metropolitan Chapter of France
had, from the year 1777, annually held
philosophical conventions, at which lectures on Masonic subjects were delivered
by such men as Court de Gebelin. In
1789 these conventions were discontinued
in consequence of the political troubles of
the times, but they were renewed in 1812
by M. Lenoir, who delivered before the
Chapter a course of eight lectures on the
relations which exist between the ancient
mysteries of the Egyptians and the Greeks
and those of Freemasonry. In 1814, he
published the substance of these lectures in

a work entitled La Franche-Maqonnerie rendue cL sa veritable origine, ou I'Antiquitede la
Franche- Magonnerie prouv^e par I' Explication des Myst&res Andens et Modernes, (Paris,
The theory of the author
4to, pp. 304.)
being that the mysteries of Freemasonry
are only a repetition of those of antiquity,
he attempts to support it by investigations
into the ancient initiations that are marked
with profound learning, although the work
was severely criticised in the Journal de
DSats. He had previously published, in
1809, a work in three volumes, entitled
Nouvelle Explication des Hisroglyphes ou

Andens

He

Allegories sacr^es des Egipiiennes.
June 12, 1839.

died at Paris,

Liepage. One of those French Masons who in the latter part of the last century occupied themselves in the accumulation of cahiers or rituals of Masonic degrees.
Most of the degrees in his collection, which is said to have been a valuable
one, are referred to by Thory in the nomenclature contained in his Ada Lato-

works.

Liesser L<lghts.

In the lecture of the
degree we are told that a Lodge has
three symbolic lesser lights; one of these is
in the East, one in the West, and one in the
South. There is no light in the North, because King Solomon's Temple, of which
every Lodge is a representation, was placed
so far north of the ecliptic that the sun
and moon, at their meridian height, could
dart no rays into the northern part thereof.
The north we therefore Masonically call a
place of darkness.
This symbolic use of the three lesser
lights is very old, being found in the earliest lectures of the last century.
The three lights, like the three principal
oflSicers and the three principal supports, refer, undoubtedly, to the three stations of
the sun
its rising in the east, its meridian
in the south, and its setting in the west
and thus the symbolism of the Lodge, as
typical of the world, continues to be prefirst

—

served.

The use of lights

in all religious ceremoan ancient custom. There was a
seven-branched candlestick in the tabernacle, and in the Temple " were the golden
candlesticks, five on the right hand and
five on the left."
They were always typical
nies

is

of moral, spiritual, or intellectual light.

Kiessing, Gottfried Epbraim.

A

learned litterateur of Germany, who was
born at Kaumitz, in the Neiderlausetz, 22d
January, 1729, and died on the 15th February, 1781, at Woefenbutal, where he was
librarian to the Duke of Brunswick.
Lessing was initiated in a Lodge at Hamburg,
and took great interest in the Institution.
His theory, that it sprang out of a secret association of Templars who had long existed
in London, and was modified in form by Sir

Christopher Wren, has long been rejected, if
was ever admitted by any; but in his two
works Ernst und Falh and Nathan der Weise,
morum.
licronge, Andre Joseph Gti- he has given profound and comprehensive
man of letters and zealous Ma- views on the genius and spirit of Freeenne.
son of Paris, born at Commert^^, April 25, masonry. Lessing was the most eminent
1766.
He made a large and valuable col- litterateur of his age, and has been styled
lection of manuscript and printed degrees. " the man who was the forerunner of the
He died in 1834, and on the 7th of January, philosophers, and whose criticisms supplied
See Ernest and Falh
1835, his collection was sold at public auc- the place of poetry."
tion.
liessons. The passages of Scripture
Thory has made use of it in his
Nomenclature des Grades. Lerouge was recited by the Prelate in the ceremony of
the author of several didactic writings on inducting a candidate into the Masonic
Masonic subjects, all bf which, however, Order of Knights Templars. It is an ecclehave had but an ephemeral existence. He siastical term, and is used by the Templars
was one of the editors of the French Ma- because these passages are intended to insonicjournal Hermes, published in 1819, and struct the candidate in reference to the inof the Melanges de Philosophic, d'Histoire cidents of our Saviour's life which are reHe was a man ferred to in the ritual.
et de lAteraiure Magonnique.

A

31

30

it
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liCtter

LEWIS

LETTER
of Application.

More

IJeTites.

Those descendants of Levi

who were employed

properly called a Petition, which see.

in the lowest minis-

terial duties of the Temple, aud were thus
Ijetters Patent. See Patents.
Liettuce. A sacred plant used in the subordinate to the priests, who were the
mysteries of Adonis, and therefore the lineal descendants of Aaron. They are
analogue of the Acacia in the mysteries of represented in some of the high degrees.
liCTite, Sacriflcer. A degree in the
Freemasonry.
lieuctat. A Masonic charlatan of the collection of the Mother Lodge of the
eighteenth century, better known by his Philosophic Scottish Rite.
Lievitikon. There is a spurious Gosassumed name of Johnson, which see.
LiCTel. In Freemasonry, the level is pel of St. John, supposed to have been
a symbol of equality; not of that social forged in the fifteenth century, which
equality which would destroy all distinc- contradicts the genuine Gospel in many
It contains an introduction
tions of rank and position, and beget con- particulars.
fusion, insubordination, and anarchy but and a commentary, said to have been
of that fraternal equality which, recog- written by Nicephorus, a Greek monk of
This commentary is called the
nizing the fatherhooa of God, admits as a Athens.
necessary corollary the brotherhood of " Levitikon." Out of this gospel and its
man. It, therefore, teaches us that, in the commentary, Fabr6-Palaprat, about the
sight of the Grand Architect of the Uni- year 1814, composed a liturgy for the sect
of Johannites, which he had established and
verse, his creatures, who are at an immeasurable distance from him, move upon attached to the Order of the Temple at Paris.
the same plane
as the far-moving stars,
Iievy. A collection of men raised for
which though millions of miles apart, yet a particular purpose. The lectures tell ua
seem to shine upon the same canopy of the that the timbers for building the Temple
In this view, the level teaches us at Jerusalem were felled in the forests of
sky.
that all men are equal, subject to the same Lebanon, where a levy of thirty thousand
infirmities, hastening to the same goal, men of Jerusalem were employed by
and preparing to be judged by the same monthly courses of ten thousand. Adoniimmutable law.
ram was placed over this levy. The facts
The level is deemed, like the square and are derived from the statement in 1 Kings
the plumb, of so much importance as a V. 13, 14: "And King Solomon raised a
symbol, that it is repeated in many dif- levy out of all Israel; and the levy was
ferent relations.
First, it is one of the thirty thousand men.
And he sent them
jewels of the Lodge; in the English system to Lebanon ten thousand a month by
a movable, in the American an immovable courses; a month they were in Lebanon
one. This leads to its being adopted as the and two months at home and Adoniram
proper official ensign of the Senior Warden, was over the levy."
These wood-cutters
because the Craft when at labor, at which were not Tyrians, but all Israelites.
time he presides over them, are on a
lie wis. 1. An instrument in Operacommon level of subordination. And then tive Masonry. It is an iron cramp which
it is one of the working-tools of a Fellow
is inserted in a cavity prepared for that
Craft, still retaining its symbolism of purpose in any large stone, so as to give
equality.
attachment to a pulley and hook whereby
liCvi, Elipbas. The pseudonym of the stone may be conveniently raised to
Louis Alphonse Constance, a prolific writer any height and deposited in its proper
on Magical Masonry, or of works in which position. It is well described by Mr. Gibhe seeks to connect the symbols of Masonry son, in the British Archoeologia, (vol. x., p.
with the dogmas of the High Magic. His 127;) but he is in error in attributing its
principal works, which abound in dreamy invention to a French architect in the
speculations, are Dogme et Rituel de la Haute time of Lpuis XIV., and its name to that
Magie, Paris, 1860 Histoire de la Magie, monarch. The contrivance was known to
same place and year; and Le Olef des Orand the Eomans, and several taken from old
Mystires, published a year afterwards.
ruins are now in the Vatican.
In the
tevite. Knight. The Knight Le- ruins of Whitby Abbey, in England, which
vite was the fourth section of the seventh was founded by Oswy, king of Northumdegree of the Eite of Clerks of Strict Ob- berland, in 658, large stones were dis;

;

:

.

;

servance.

leTite of the External Ouard.

The lowest

of the nine Orders of the
Priesthood, or highest of the Masonic degrees in the Order of the Temple as modified by Fabre-Palaprat.
It was equivalent
to Kadosh.

covered, with the necessary excavation for
the insertion of a lewis. The word is most
probably derived from the old French levii,
any contrivance for lifting. The modern
French call the instrument a louve.
2. In the English system, the lewis is
found on the tracing-board of the Entered

:

;

LEWIS

LIBAVIUS

Apprentice, where it is used as a symbol
of strength, because, by its assistance, the
Operative Mason is enabled to lift the
heaviest stones with a comparatively trifling exertion of physical power.
It has
not been adopted as a symbol by the
American Masons, except in Pennsylvania,
where, of course, it receives the English

" What is the duty of a lewis, the son
of a Mason, to his aged parents ?
" To bear the heavy burden in the heat
of the day and help them in time of need,
which, by reason of their great age, they
ought to be exempted from, so as to render
the close of their days happy and comfort-

interpretation.

" His privilege for so doing?
" To be made a Mason before any other
person, however dignified by birth, rank,
or riches, unless he, through complaisance,

The son of

Mason

in England,
called a lewis, because it is his duty to support the sinking powers and aid the failing
strength of his father ; or, as Oliver has expressed it, " to bear the burden and heat
of the day, that his parents may rest in
their old age ; thus rendering the evening
of their lives peaceful and happy." In the
rituals of the middle of the last century
he was called a louffton. From this the
French derived their word lufton, which
they apply in the same way. They also
employ the word louveteau, and call the
daughter of a Mason louvetine. Louveteau
is probably derived directly from the louve,
the French name of the implement; but it
is a singular coincidence that louveteau
also means a young wolf, and that in the
Egyptian mysteries of Isis the candidate
was made to wear the mask of a wolfs
head. Hence, a wolf and a candidate in
these mysteries were often used as synonymous terms. Macrobius, in his Saturnalia, says, in reference to this custom,
that the ancients perceived a relationship
between the sun, the great symbol in these
mysteries, and a wolf, which the candidate
represented at his initiation. For, he remarks, as the flocks of sheep and cattle fly
and disperse at the sight of the wolf, so the
flocks of stars disappear at the approach
of the sun's light.
The learned reader will
also recollect that in the Greek language
lukos signifies both the sun and a wolf.
Hence some etymologists have sought to
derive louveteau, the son of a Mason, from
louveteau, a young wolf.
But I prefer the
more direct derivation from louve, the
operative instrument.
In Browne's Master Key, which is supposed to represent the Prestonian lecture,
we find the following definition
" What do we call the son of a Freema3.

a

is,

son?

A

"
lewis.
" What does that denote ?
"Strength.
" How is a lewis depicted in a Mason's

Lodge?

"As a cramp

of metal, by which, when
fixed into a stone, great and ponderous
weights are raised to a certain height and
fixed upon their proper basis, without
which Operative Masons could not so conveniently do.
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able.

waves

The

this privilege."
lecture does not

state, in exact
terms, the whole nature of the privileges
of a lewis. Not only has he, in an initiation, the precedence of all other candidates,
but in England and France the right to be
initiated at an earlier age.
For while the
general law in both these countries requires
a candidate to have reached the age of
twenty-one, a lewis can be received when
only eighteen. No such regulation is, it is
true, to be found in the English Constitution
but, as Oliver says, it is "a traditional custom " and a provision seems to have been
made for it by allowing the prerogative of
dispensing with the usual requirement of
age in certain cases. In this country,
where the symbolism of the lewis is unknown, no such right is now recognized.
It is, however, probable that the custom
formerly existed, derived from England;
and it has been thus attempted, I think
reasonably enough, to explain the fact that
;

Washington was initiatea when he was only
twenty years and eight months old.

liexington, €ongress of. This
Congress was convoked in 1853, at Lexington, Kentucky, for the purpose of attempting to form a General Grand. Lodge. A
plan of constitution was proposed, but a
sufficient number of Grand Lodges did not
accede to the proposition to give it efficacy.
liibanus. The Latin name of Lebanon, which see.

Among the Greeks and
the libation was a religious ceremony, consisting of the pouring of wine or
other liquid upon the ground, or, in a sacrifice, upon the head of the victim after it
had been first tasted by the priest and by
those who stood next to him. The libations were usually of unmixed wine, but
were sometimes of mingled wine and water.
Libations are used in some of the chivalric
and the high degrees of Masonry.
learned
lilbaTius, Andreas.
German physician, who was born at Halle,
in Saxony, and died at Coburg, where he
was rector of the Gymnasium in 1616. He
was a vehement opponent of Paracelsus and
of the Eosicrucians. In 1613 he published
Eiibation.

Eomans

A

at Frankfort his

Syntagma seleetorum

al-

LIBERAL

LIBERTINE

chimia arcanorum, in two folio volumes, and
after, an Appendix, in which he
attacks the Society of the Rosicrucians, and
analyzes the Confessio of Valentine Andrea."
De Quincey has used the works of Libavius
in his article on Secret Societies.

Craft of Masonry is one." And then the
writer proceeds to define them in the order
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two years

liiberal Arts

and Sciences. We

are indebted to the Scholastic philosophers of the Middle Ages for the nomenclature by which they distinguished the
seven sciences then best known to them.
With the metaphorical spirit of the age in
which they lived, they called the two classes
into which they divided themthefrmMm,or
meeting of three roads, and the quadrivium,
or meeting of four roads calling graminar,
logic, and rhetoric the trivium, and arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy the
quadrivium. These they styled the seven
Eberal arts and sciences, to separate them
from the mechanical arts which were pracThe liberal
tised by the handicraftsmen.
man, liberalis homo, meant, in the Middle
Ages, the man who was his own master
free, independent, and often a nobleman.
Mosheim, speaking of the state of literature in the eleventh century, uses the following language " The seven liberal arts,
as they were now styled, were taught in
the greatest part of the schools that were
erected in this century for the education
of youth. The first stage of these sciences
was grammar, which was followed successively by rhetoric and logic. When the
disciple, having learned these branches,
which were generally known by the
name of trivium, extended his ambition
further, and was desirous of new improvement in the sciences, he was conducted
slowly through the quadrivium (arithmetic,
music, geometry, and astronomy) to the
very summit of literary fame."
The Freemasons of the Middle Ages, always anxious to elevate their profession
above the position of a mere operative art,
;

—

:

readily assumed these liberal arts and sciences as a part of their course of knowledge,
thus seeking to assimilate themselves rather
to the scholars who were above them than to

the workmen who were below them. Hence
in all the Old Constitutions we find these
liberal arts and sciences introduced at the
beginning as forming an essential part of
the body of Masonry, Thus, in the Landsdowne MS., whose date is about 1560, (and
it may be taken as a fair specimen of all
the others,) these sciences are thus referred
to:

"We minde to shew you the charge that
belongs to every treu Mason to keep, for in
good Faith if you take good heed it is well
worthy to be kept for
worthy Craft and
curious science,
Sirs, there be Seaven
Liberall Sciences of the which the Noble

—

A

which they still retain. It is noteworthy,
however, that that order must have been
changed; for in what is probablythe earliest
the one edited by Mr.
of the manuscripts
geometry appears as the last,
Halliwell
instead of the fifth of the sciences, and
arithmetic as the sixth.
It is not therefore surprising that, on the
revival of Masonry in 1717, these seven
liberal arts and sciences were made a part
of the system of instruction. At first, of
course, they were placed in the Entered
Apprentice's degree, that being the most
importa-nt degree of the period, and they
were made to refer to the seven Masons who
composed a Lodge. Afterwards, on the
more methodical division of the degrees,
they were transferred to the Fellow Craft,
because that was the degree symbolic of
science, and were made to refer to seven of
the steps of the winding stairs, that being
itself, when properly interpreted, a symbol
of the progress of knowledge. And there
they still remain.

—

—

Liibertas. Latin. Liberty.

A signifi-

cant word in the Red Cross degree. It
refers to the " liberty of passage" gained by
the returning Jews over their opponents at
the river Euphrates, as described in the
Scottish Rite degree of Knight of the East,
where the old French rituals have '' Ubert6

du passer."
Ijibertine. The Charges of 1722 commence by saying that " a Mason is obliged
by his tenure to obey the moral law and
;

he rightly understands the art, he will
never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irreliif

gicms libertine."

The word " libertine " there

used conveyed a meaning different from
that which it now bears. In the present
usage of language it signifies a profligate
and licentious person, but originally it
meant a freethinker, or Deist. Derived
from the Latin " libertinus," a man that
was once a bondsman but who has been
made free, it was metaphorically used to
designate one who had been released, or
who had released himself from the bonds
of religious belief, and become in matters
of faith a doubter or denier. Hence "a
stupid Atheist" denoted, to use the language of the Psalmist, " the fool who has
said in his heart there is no God," while an
" irreligious libertine " designated the man
less of unbelief, denies
the distinctive doctrines of revealed religion.
And this meaning of the expression connects itself very appropriately with the
succeeding paragraph of the Charge. " But
though in ancient times. Masons were
charged in every country to be of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it

who, with a degree

LIBERTY

LIGHT

was, yet it is now thougtt more expedient only to oblige them to that religion
in which all men agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves."
The expression "irreligious libertine,"
alluding, as it does, to a scoffer at religious
truths, is eminently suggestive of the religious character of our Institution, which,
founded as it is on the great doctrines of
religion, cannot be properly appreciated by
any one who doubts or denies their truth.

]Liberty of Passage.

A significant

children which
to do.

its
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obligation requires

—

it

Of two Lodges the one without and
the other with a library
the difference is
this, that the one will have more ignorance in it than the other.
If a Lodge
takes delight in an ignorant membership,
let it forego a library.
If it thinks there
is honor and reputation and pleasure in
having its members well informed, it will
give them means of instruction.

—

liieutenant Orand Com-

phrase in the high degrees. See Libertas. mander. The title of the second and
The French rituals designate it by the letters third officers of a Grand Consistory in the
L.". D.'. P.". as the initials of liberie de Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite, and
passer, or liberty of passage.
But Brother the second officer in a Supreme Council.
Pike proposes to interpret these letters as
Liife. The three stages of human life
liberie depenser, liberty of thought the preare said in the lectures to be symbolized
rogative of a freeman and a Freemason.
by the three degrees of Ancient Craft Malilbrary. It is the duty as well as the sonry, and the doctrine is illustrated in the
interest of Lodges to facilitate the efforts of third degree by the emblem of the Three
the members in the acquisition of Masonic Steps on the Master's Carpet, which see.
knowledge, and I know of no method more
Life, Eternal. See Eternal Life.
appropriate than the formation of Masonic
liife Member. It is the custom in
libraries.
The establishment of a Grand some Lodges to permit a member to become
Lodge library is of course not objection- a life member by the immediate payment
able, but it is of far less value and impor- of a sum of money, after which he is released
tance than a Lodge library. The original from any subsequent payment of quarterly
outlay of a few dollars in the beginning for dues. Such a system is of advantage in a
its establishment, and of a few more anpecuniary sense to the Lodge, if the money
nually for its maintenance and increase, paid for life membership is invested in
would secure to every Lodge in the land a profitable stock, because the interest conrich treasury of Masonic reading for the in- tinues to accrue to the Lodge even after
formation and improvement of its mem- the death of a member. A Lodge consistbers.
The very fact that Masonic books ing entirely of life members would be a
were within their reach, showing them- Lodge the number of whose members
selves on the well-filled shelves at every might increase, but could never decrease.
meeting, and ready at their hands for the Life members are subject to all the discimere asking or the trouble of taking them pline of the Lodge, such as suspension or
down, would induce many brethren to read expulsion, just as the other members.
who never yet have read a page or even a
Iiigtat. Light is an important word in
It conveys a far more
line upon the subject of Masonic history the Masonic system.
recondite meaning than it is believed to
and science.
Considering the immense number of possess by the generality of readers. It is
books that have been published on the in fact the first of all the symbols presented
subject of Speculative Masonry, many of to the neophyte, and continues to be prewhich would be rendered accessible to sented to him in various modifications
every one by the establishment of Lodge throughout all his future progress in his
It does not simply mean,
libraries, the Mason who would then be Masonic career.
ignorant of the true genius of his art as might be supposed, truth or wisdom, but
would be worthy of all shame and reproach. it contains within itself a far more abAs thoughtful municipalities place pub- struse allusion to the very essence of Speculative Masonry, and embraces within its
lic fountains in their parks and at the corners of streets, that the famished wayfarer capacious signification all the other symmay allay his thirst and receive physical bols of the Order. Freemasons are emrefreshment, so should Masonic Lodges phatically called the " sons of light," beplace such intellectual fountains in reach cause they are, or at least are entitled to
of their members, that they might enjoy be, in possession of the true meaning of
mental refreshment. Such fountains are the symbol while the profane or uninitiated
libraries ; and the Lodge which spends fifty who have not received this knowledge are,
in
dollars, more or less, upon a banquet, and by a parity of expression, said to be
;

;

yet does without a library, commits a grave
Masonic offence; for it refuses, or at least
neglects, to diffuse that light among its

darkness.

The connection of
this

material light with

emblematic and mental illumination.

:

LIGHT

LIGHT
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was prominently exhibited in

all

the an-

prevailed

among the

ancients, that there

mys-

were two antagonistic principles continually contending for the government of the

Among the Egyptians, the hare was the
hieroglyphic of eyes that are open, because
that animal was supposed to have his eyes
always open. The priests afterwards adopted the hare as the symbol of the moral illumination revealed to the neophytes in the
contemplation of the divine truth, and
hence, according to Champolliou, it was
also the symbol of Osiris, their principal
divinity, and the chief object of their mysthus showing the intimate contic rites,
nection that they maintained in their synibolic language between the process of initiation and the contemplation of divinity.
On this subject a remarkable coincidence
has been pointed out by M. Portal {Symh.
des Egypt, 69,) in the Hebrew languajge.
There the word for "hare" is arnebet, which
seems to be compounded of aur, " light,"
and nabat, " to see; " so that the word which
among the Egyptians was used to designate
an initiation, among the Hebrews meant
to see the light.
If we proceed to an examination of the
other systems of religion which were practised by the nations of antiquity, we shall
fiiid that light always constituted a principal object of adoration, as the primordial
source of knowledge and goodness, and that
darkness was with them synonymous with
Dr. Beard [Eneyo.
ignorance and evil.
Bib. Lit.) attributes this view of the divine
origin of light among the Eastern nations,
to the fact that " light in the East has a

world.
" Light," says Duncan, {Belig. of Prof.
Ant, 187, ) " is a source of positive happiness
without it man could barely exist. And
since all religious opinion is based on the
ideas of pleasure and pain, and the corresponding sensations of hope and fear, it is

cient systems of religion

and

esoteric

teries.

—

clearness and brilliancy, is accompanied by
an intensity of heat, and is followed in its
influence by a largeness of good, of which
the inhabitants of less genial climates have
no conception. Light easily and naturally
became, in consequence, with Orientals, a
representative of the highest human good.
All the more joyous emotions of the mind,
all the pleasing sensations of the frame, all
the happy hours of domestic intercourse,
were described under imagery derived from
The transition was natural,
light.
from
earthly to heavenly, from corporeal to
spiritual things; and so light came to
typify true religion and the felicity which
it imparts.
But as light not only came
from God, but also makes man's way clear
before him, so it was employed to signify
moral truth, and pre-eminently that divine
system of truth which is set forth in the
Bible, from its earliest gleamings onward to
the perfect day of the Great Sun of Righteousness."
As light was thus adored as the source

—

of goodness, darkness, which
evil,

is

the nega-

was abhorred as the cause of
and hence arose that doctrine which

tion of light,

not to be wondered if the heathen reverenced light. Darkness, on the contrary, by
replunging nature, as it were, into a state
of nothingness, and depriving man of the
pleasurable emotions conveyed through the
organ of sight, was ever held in abhorrence, as a source of misery and fear. The
two opposite conditions in which man thus
found himself placed, occasioned by the enjoyment or the banishment of light, induced him to imagine the existence of two
antagonistic principles in nature, to whose
dominion he was alternately subjected."
Such was the dogma of Zoroaster, the
great Persian philosopher, who, under the
names of Ormuzd and Ahriman, symbolized these two principles of light and darkness.

Such was also the doctrine, though somewhat modified, of Manes, the founder of
the sect of Manichees, who describes God
the Father as ruling over the kingdom of
light and contending with the powers of
darkness.

Pythagoras also maintained this doctrine
of two antagonistic principles. He called
the one, unity, light, the right hand, equality, stability, and a straight line ; the other
he named binary, darkness, the left hand,
inequality, instability, and a curved line.
Of the colors, he attributed white to the
good principle, and black to the evil one.
The Jewish Kabbalists believed that, before the creation of the world, all space
was filled with the Infinite Intellectual
Light, which afterwards withdrew itself t-o
an equal distance from a central point iu
space, and afterwards by its emanation produced future worlds. The first emanation
of this surrounding light into the abyss
of darkness produced what they called the
"Adam Kadmon," the first man, or the
first production of the divine energy.
In the Bhagvat Geeta, (one of the religious books of the Brahmans,) it is said:
" Light and darkness are esteemed the
world's eternal ways ; he who walketh in
the former path returneth not, that is, he
goeth immediately to bliss ; whilst he who
walketh in the latter cometh back again
upon the earth."
In fact, in all the ancient systems, this
reverence for light, as an emblematic representation of the Eternal Principle of

—

;;

;

LIGHTS

LINGAM

Good, is predominant. In the mysteries,
the candidate passed, during his initiation,
through scenes of utter darkness, and at
length terminated his trials by an admission to the splendidly illuminated sacellum, where he was said to have attained

the decorations of art, was a different flower ;
probably a species of lilium. This is also
represented in all pictures of the salutation
of Gabriel to the Virgin Mary; and, in
fact, has been held in mysterious veneration by people of all nations and times.
'It is the symbol of divinity, of purity,
and abundance, and of a love most complete in perfection, charity, and benediction
as in Holy Scripture, that mirror of purity,
Susanna is defined Susa, which signified
the lily flower, the chief city of the Persians, bearing that name for excellency.
Hence, the lily's three leaves in the arms
of France meaneth Piety, Justice, and
Charity.' So far, the general impression
of a peculiar regard to this beautiful and
flagrant flower ; but the early Persians attached to it a peculiar sanctity.?'
must
not, however, forget the difierence between
the lotus of the Old Testament and the lily
of the New. The former is a Masonic plant
the latter is scarcely referred to. Nevertheless, through the ignorance of the early
translators as to sacred plants, the lotus is
constantly used for the lily ; and hence the
same error has crept into the Masonic

pure and perfect

light,

and where he

re-

ceived the necessary instructions which
were to invest him with that knowledge of
the divine truth which had been the object of all his labors.
Liigbts, Fixed. According to the old
rituals of the last century, every Lodge
room was furnished, or supposed to be furnished, with three windows, situated in the
east, west, and south. They were called the
Fixed lAgkts, and their uses were said to
be " to light the men to, at, and from their

The symbolic lights of modern
Masonry were not substituted for them, because both were used at the same time; but
work."

the explanation now given as to the absence
of a light in the north, which is now applied
to the symbolic lights, was formerly referred
to the fixed lights.
Liight, to Bring to.
technical
expression in Masonry meaning to initiate
as, "He was brought to light in such a
Lodge," that is, he was initiated in it.
Liigure. Dtt'S- The first stone in the
third row of the high priest's breastplate.
Commentators have been divided in opinion
as to the nature of this stone but it is now
supposed by the best authorities to have
been the rubellite, which is a red variety of
the tourmaline. The ligure in the breastplate was referred to the tribe of Dan.
liily. The plant so frequently mentioned in the Old Testament under the
name of lily, as an emblem of purity and
peace, was the lotus lily of Egypt and India.
It occupied a conspicuous place among the
ornaments of the Temple furniture. The
brim of the molten sea was wrought with
flowers of the lotus ; the chapiters on the
tops of the pillars at the porch, and the
tops of the pillars themselves, were adorned
with the same plant.
Sir Robert Ker
Porter, describing a piece of sculpture
which he found at Persepolis, says, " Almost every one in this procession holds in
This
his hand a figure like the lotus.
flower was fiill of meaning among the
ancients, and occurs all over the East.
Egypt, Persia, Palestine, and India present it everywhere over their architecture,
in the hands and on the heads of their
sculptured figures, whether in statue or in
bass-relief.
We also find it in the sacred
vestments and architecture of the tabernacle and Temple of the Israelites. The
lily which is mentioned by our Saviour, as
an image of peculiar beauty and glory,
when comparing the works of nature with

A

;
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We

rituals.

lilly

See Lotus.

Work.

The

lily

work which

is

described as a part of the ornamentation
of the two pillars in the porch of Solomon's
Temple is said to be, from the whiteness of
the plant, symbolic of purity and peace.
Properly, it is lotus work. See Lily, Lotus,
and Pillars of the Porch.

Iiimfes.

See Qualifications, Physical.

liindner, Friederich Wllbelin.
A professor of philosophy in Leipsic, who
published in 1818-1819 an attack on Freemasonry under the title of Mac Benac; Er
lebet im Sohne ; oder dots Positive der Freimaurerei. This work contains some good
ideas, although taken from an adverse
point of view; but, as Lenning has observed,
these bear little fruit because of the fanatical spirit of knight errantry with which he
attacks the Institution.
Liine. One of the working-tools of a
Past Master, and presented to the Master
of a Lodge at his installation. See Plumb
Line.

liinear Triad.

Oliver says that the
a figure which appears in
some old Koyal Arch floor-cloths. It bore
a reference to the sojourners, who represented the three stones on which prayers
and thanksgivings were offered on the discovery of the lost Word thereby affording
an example that it is our duty in every
undertaking to offer up our prayers and
thanksgivings to the God of our salvation.
liines. Parallel. See Parallel Lines.
Liingain. The lingam and the youi
of the Indian mysteries were the same as

Linear Triad

is

;

;

LODGE

LINK
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the phallus and cteis of the Grecian.

See

.Phallus.

lilnk.

A degree formerly conferred in

England, in connection with the Mark de"
gree, under the title of the Mark and Link
It is now obsolete.
lilnnecar, Richard. The author

or Wrestle."

of the celebrated Masonic anthem beginning
' Let there be Light th' Almighty spoke
Refulgent beams from chaos broke,
T' illume the rising earth."
!

Little is known of his personal history except that he was the Coroner of Wakefield,
England, and for many years the Master
of the Lodge of Unanimity, No. 238, in that
town. He was a zealous and studious MaIn 1789 he published, at Leeds, a
son.
volume of plays, poems, and miscellaneous
writings, among which was an essay entitled Strictures on Freemasonry, and the anthem already referred to. He appears to
have been a man of respectable abilities.
mode of recognition
liion's
so called because of the rude resemblance
made by the hand and fingers to a lion's
paw. It refers to the " Lion of the tribe of

Paw. A

Judah."

literature of Masonry. Freemasonry has its literature, which has been
rapidly developed in the last few decades
of the present century, far more than in
any preceding ones. This literature is
not to be found in the working of its degrees, in the institution of its Lodges, in
the diffusion of its charities, or in the extension of its fraternal ties. Of all these,
although necessary and important ingredients of the Order, its literature is wholly
independent. This is connected with its
ethics as a science of moral, social, and religious philosophy; with its history and
archaeology, as springing up out of the past
times; with its biography as the field in
which men of intellect have delighted to
labor; and with its bibliography as the
record of the results of that labor. It is
connected, too, incidentally, with many
other arts and sciences. Mythology affords
an ample field for discussion in the effort
to collate the analogies of classic myths
and symbols with its own. Philology submits its laws for application to the origin
of its mystic words, all of which are connected with its history. It has, in fine, its
science and its philosophy, its poetry and
romance. No one who has not studied the
literature of Masonry can even dream of
its beauty and extent; no one who has
studied it can have failed to receive the re-

ward that it bestows.
liitigation. See Lawsuits.
LiiTery. The word livery is supposed
to

be derived from the clothing delivered

by masters to their servants. The trading
companies or gilds of England began about
the time of Edward I. to wear a suit of clothing of a form, color, and material peculiar
to each company, which was called its
To be adlivery, and also its clothing.
mitted into the membership and privileges
of the company was called " to have the
clothing." The Grocers' Company, for instance, were ordered " to be clothed once a
;
year in a suit of livery " and there is an
order in the reign of Henry V. to purchase
cloth " for the clothing of the brethren of

the brewers' craft." There can be no doubt
that the usage of speaking of a Mason's
clothing, or of his being clothed, is derived from the custom of the gilds.
Mason's clothing, " black dress and white
gloves and apron," is, in fact, his livery.

A

See Clothing.

liiTre d'Or. French. The Booi of
Odd, which see.
liOCal Ijaws. See Laws of Masonry.
liocke's liCtter. The letter of John
Locke which is said to have accompanied
the Leland MS., and which contains his
comments on it. See Leland ManuscHpt.
LiOdge. There are three definitions
which, in the technical language of Masonry, apply to the word Lodge.
1. It is a place in which Freemasons meet.
In this sense the words more generally used
are Lodge Boom, which see.
2. It is the assembly or organized body
of Freemasons duly congregated for labor

or for business. These two distinctions are
precisely the same as those to be found in
the word "church," which is expressive
both of the building in which a congregation meets to worship and the congregation

of worshippers themselves.
definition is

This second

what distinguishes a meeting

of symbolic Masons, who constitute a Lodge,
from one of Royal Arch Masons, whose
meeting would be called a Chapter, or of
Cryptic Masons, whose assembly would be
a Council.
The word appears in French as loge;
German, loge ; Spanish, logia ; Portuguese,
loja; and Italian, loggia. This is irrefragible evidence that the word was, with the
Institution, derived by the continent of

Europe from England.

The

derivation of the word is, I think,
Bagon says that it comes from the
Sanscrit loga, signifying the world. There
would, at first sight, seem to be a connection between this etymology and the symbolic meaning of a Lodge, which represents the world
but yet it is evidently
far-fetched, since we have a much simpler
root immediately at hand. Mr. Hope says,
speaking of the Freemasons of the Middle
Ages, (and Wren had previously said the
plain.

;
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thing,) that wherever they were engaged to work, they "set themselves to
building temporary huts, for their habitation, around the spot where the work was to
be carried on." These huts the German

right of assembling was voluntarily surrendered by the brethren and the Lodges,
and vested in the Grand Lodge. And from
this time Warrants of Constitution date
their existence. The first Warrant granted
by the Grand Lodge of England, after its
reorganization, is dated 1718.
The mode of bringing a Lodge into existence under the present system in America is as follows
Seven Master Masons,
being desirous of establishing a Lodge,
apply by petition to the Grand Master,
who will, if he thinks proper, issue his dispensation authorizing them to congregate
as Masons in a Lodge, and therein to confer the three degrees of Ancient Craft
Masonry. This instrument is of force during the pleasure of the Grand Master. At
the next meeting of the Grand Lodge it expires, andis surrendered to the Grand Lodge,
which, if there be no objection, will issue
a Charter, technically called a Warrant of
Constitution, whereby the body is permanently established as a Lodge, and as one
of the constituents of the Grand Lodge.
The power of granting Warrants of Constitution is vested in the Grand Lodges of
Scotland, Ireland, Germany, and France,
as it is in America; but in England the
rule is different, and there the prerogative
is vested in the Grand Master.
A Lodge thus constituted consists, in the
American system, of the following ofiicers.
Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Senior and
Junior Deacons, two Stewards, and a Tiler.
In the York Rite, as practised in England, the officers are, in addition to these, a
Director of Ceremonies, a Chaplain, and an
Inner Guard.
In a Lodge of the French Eite, the
They are
officers are still more numerous.
Le Venerable or Worshipful Master, Premier and Second Surveillants or Senior
and Junior Wardens, Orator, Treasurer,
Secretary, Hospitaller or collector of alms,
the Expert, combining the duties of the
Senior Deacon and an examining committee. Master of Ceremonies, .Architecte,
who attends to the decoration of the Lodge,
and superintends the financial department,
Archiviste or Librarian, Keeper of the
Seal, Master of the Banquets or Steward,
and Guardian of the Temple or Tiler.
The officers in a Lodge of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Eite are a Master,

same

Masons called hutten ; the English, lodges,
which is from the Anglo-Saxon, logian, to
Lodge, therefore, meant the dwelldwell.
ing-place or lodging of the Masons and
this is undoubtedly the origin of the mod;

ern use of the word.

To

corroborate this,
we find Du Cange (Gloss.) defining the
Mediseval Latin, logia or logium, as "a
house or habitation."
He refers to the
Italian, loggia, and quotes Lambertus Ardensis as saying that " logia is a place next
to the house, where persons were accustomed
to hold pleasant conversation."
Hence
Lambertus thinks that it comes from the
Greek, logos, a discourse. Du Cange asserts
that there is no doubt that in the Middle
Ages logia or logium was commonly used
for an apartment or dwelling connected
with the main building. Thus, the smallest apartments occupied by the cardinals
when meeting in conclave were called logim
or Lodges. All of which sustains the idea
that the Lodges of the old Operative Masons were small dwellings attached, or at
least contiguous, to the main edifice on

which they were at work.
In the Old Constitutions, the word is not
generally met with. The meeting of the
Craft is there usually called the Assembly.
But there are instances of its employment
in those documents.
Thus in the Lodge of
Antiquity MS. whose date is 1786, and still
earlier in the York MS. No. 1, dated about
1600, it is said, "no Fellow within the
Lodge or without shall misanswer," etc.

There is also abundant documentary evidence to show that the word Lodge was,
long before the eighteenth century, applied
to their meeting by the Freemasons of
England and Scotland.
Before the restoration of the Grand
Lodge of England in 1717, Preston tells
us that any number of brethren might assemble at any place for the performance
of work, and, when so assembled, were authorized to receive into the Order brothers
and fellows, and to practise the rites of
Masonry. The ancient charges were the
only standard for the regulation of their
conduct. The Master of the Lodge was
elected pro tempore, and his authority terminated with the dissolution of the meeting over which he had presided, unless the
Lodge was permanently established at any
particular place. To the general assembly
of the Craft, held once or twice a year, all
the brethren indiscriminately were amenBut on the
able, and to that power alone.
formation of Grand Lodges, this inherent

3K
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two Wardens, Orator, Treasurer, Secretary,
Almoner, Expert, Assistant Expert, Master
of Ceremonies, Almoner Steward, Tiler,
and sometimes a few others as Pursuivant,
and Keeper of the Seals.
In other Eites and countries the officers
vary to a slight extent, but everywhere
there are four officers who always are

;
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found, and who may therefore be considered
as indispensable, namely, the Master, two

Wardens, and Tiler.
A Lodge thus constituted is a Lodge of
Master Masons. Strictly and legally speaking, such a body as a Lodge of Entered
Apprentices or of Fellow Crafts is not
known under the present Masonic system.
No Warrant is ever granted for an Apprentices' or Fellow Crafts' Lodge, and without a Warrant a Lodge cannot exist. The
Warrant granted is always for a Masters'
Lodge, and the members composing it are
all Master Masons. The Lodges mentioned
by Wren and Hope, to which allusion
has been made, and which were congrefated, in the Middle Ages, around the edices which the Masons were constructing,
were properly Fellow Crafts' Lodge, because all the members were Fellow Crafts
even the Master being merely a gradation of
rank, not a degree of knowledge. So at the
revival of Masonry in 1717, the Lodges were
Entered Apprentices' Lodges, because in

them nothing but the first degree was conferred, and nearly all the members were
Entered Apprentices. But when the Grand
Lodge, where only at first the Fellow Craft
and Master's degree were conferred, permitted them to be conferred in the subordinate Lodges, then the degree of Master
for by all the Craft, and
became the object of every Mason's ambition.
From that time the Craft became
Master Masons, and the first and second

Mason was sought

degrees were considered only as preliminary

So it has remained to this day and
modern Lodges, wherever Masonry has
extended, are Masters' Lodge, and nothing
steps.

;

all

less.

Sometimes

secretaries, ignorant of these
record in their minutes that " the
of Master Masons was closed and a

facts, will

Lodge
Lodge of Entered Apprentices was opened."

Neither written nor unwritten law sancany such phraseology. If the Lodge
of Master Masons is closed, there is an end

tions

of the Masonic congregation. Where is
the Warrant under which a Lodge of Entered Apijrentices is opened, and how can
a Lodge, in which there is not, probably, a
single Apprentice, but where all the officers
and all the members are Master Masons, be
called a Lodge of Apprentices ? The ritual
has wisely provided for the avoidance of
such an anomaly, and, seeing that the Warrant says that the Lodge of Master Masons
is empowered to make Apprentices and
Fellow Crafts, it says "the Lodge was
opened on the first degree." That is to say,
the Lodge of Masters still retaining its
character as a Masters' Lodge, without

which it would lose its legality, and not
venturing to open a kind of Lodge for

which

its

members had no Warrant nor

authority, simply placed itself on the
points of a degree in which it was about to
give instruction.
Some of the rituals speak, it is true, of
Lodges composed in ancient times of Masters and Fellow Crafts or Masters and A.pprentices; and the Webb lectures tell us
that at the Temple of Solomon the Lodges
of Entered Apprentices consisted of one
Master and six Apprentices, and the
Lodges of Fellow Crafts of two Masters
and three Fellow Crafts. But all this is
purely symbolic, and has no real existence
in the practical working of the Order. No
one in these days has seen a Lodge of one
Master Mason and six Apprentices. The
Masons working in the first degree are as
much Master Masons as the same Masons
are when they are working in the third.
The Lodge legally is the same, though it
may vary the subjects of its instruction so
as to have them in the first, second, or third
degree.
So important a feature in Masonry as a
Lodge, the congregations of Masons for
work or worship, cannot be without its apHence a Lodge
propriate symbolism.
when duly opened becomes a symbol of
the world. Its covering is like the world's,
a sky or clouded canopy, to reach which, as
the abode of those who do the will of the
Grand Architect, it is furnished with the
theological ladder, which reaches from
earth to heaven and it is illuminated as is
the world, by the reftilgent rays of the sun,
symbolically represented in his rising in
the east, his meridian height in the south,
and his setting in the west ; and lastly, its
very form, a long quadrangle or oblong
square, is in reference to the early tradition
that such was the shape of the inhabited
world.
3. The Lodge, technically speaking, is a
piece of furniture made in imitation of the
Ark of the Covenant, which was constructed
by Bazaleel, according to the form prescribed by God himself, and which, after
the erection of the Temple, was kept in the
Holy of Holies. As that contained the table of the laws, the Lodge contains the
Book of Constitutions and the Warrant of
Constitution granted by the Grand Lodge.
It is used only in certain ceremonies, such
as the constitution and consecration of new
;

Lodges.

Iiodge, Chartered.

See Chartered

Lodge.

liOdse, Clandestine.
tine

See Clandes-

Lodge.

liOdge, Constituted. ^e&ComtUuted
Legally.

iiOdge,
Lodge.

Dormant.

See

Dormant

:

;

LODGE
liOdge,

Emergent.

LODGE
See Emergent

Lodge.

liOdge, Extinct. See Extinct Lodge.
liOdge, Holy. See Holy Lodge.
LiOdge Hours. Dermot't says Ahim.
Eez.,p. xxiii.,) "that Lodge hours, that is,
the time in which it is lawful for a Lodge
to work or do business, are from March
(
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another local and distinctive one. In all
Masonic documents the words ran formerly
" From the Lodge of the holy
as follows
St. John of Jerusalem, under the distinctive appellation- of Solomon's Lodge, No. 1,"
or whatever might be the local name.
In this style foreign documents still run
and it is but a few years since it has been
:

25th to September 25th, between the hours
of seven and ten and from September 25th
to March 25th, between the hours of six
and nine." I know not whence he derived
the law ; but it is certain that it has never
been rigidly observed even by the " ancient
Lodges," for whom his Ahiman Eezon was

at all disused in this country.
Hence we
say that every Mason hails from such a
Lodge, that is to say, from a just and legally constituted Lodge. In the earliest
catechisms of the eighteenth century we
find this formula.
"Q. What Lodge are
you of?
The Lodge of St. John." And
written.
another question is, How many angles in
liOdge, Just. See Just Lodge.
St. John's Lodge ? "
In one of the high
Liodge Master, Engllsb. [Maltre degrees it is stated that Lodges receive this
"
de Lodge Anglais.)
degree in the nomen- title because, in the time of the Crusades,
clature of Thory, inserted on the authority the Perfect Masons communicated a knowlof Lemanceau.
edge of their Mysteries to the Knights of
liOdge Master, French. (Maiire St. John of Jerusalem," and as both were
de Loge Francis.)
The twenty-sixth de- thus under the same law, the Lodges were
gree of the collection of the Metropolitan called St. John's Lodges. But this was
Chapter of France.
only one of the attempts to connect Freeliodge. Occasional. See Occasional masonry with the Templar system.
Lodge.
liOdge, Perfect. See Perfect Lodge.
I.odge of Instruction. These are
See Regular
Liodge,
assemblies of brethren congregated with- Lodge.
out a Warrant of Constitution, under the
The Masons on the
liOdge
direction of a lecturer or skilful brother, for continent of Europe have a prescribed form
the purpose of improvement in Masonry, or ritual of building, according to whose
which is accomplished by the frequent re- directions it is absolutely necessary that
hearsal of the work and lectures of each every hall for Masonic purposes shall be
degree. These bodies should consist exclu- erected. No such regulation exists among
sively of Master Masons ; and though they the Fraternity of this country or Great
possess no Masonic power, it is evident to Britain. Still, the usages of the Craft, and
every Mason that they are extremely use- the objects of convenience in the adminisful as schools of preparation for the duties tration of our rites, require that certain
that are afterwards to be performed in the general rules should be followed in the
regular Lodge.
In England, these Lodges construction of a Lodge room. These rules,
of Instruction are attached to regularly as generally observed in this country, are as
Warranted Lodges, or are specially licensed follows
Lodge room should always, if possible,
by the Grand Master. But they have an
independent set of officers, who are elected be situated due east and west. This posisometimes for a year, tion is not absolutely necessary and yet it
at no stated periods
sometimes for six or three months, and is so far so as to demand that some sacrisometimes changed at every night of meet- fices should be made, if possible, to obtain
ing.
They of course have no power of so desirable a position. It should also be
isolated, where it is practicable, from all
initiation, but simply meet for purposes of
They are, however, surrounding buildings, and should always
practice in the ritual.
bound to keep a record of their transac- be placed in an upper story. No Lodge
ever be held on the ground
tions, subject to the inspection of the su- should
floor.
perior powers.
The form of a Lodge room should be
Iiodge of St. Jobn. The Masonic
tradition is that the primitive or mother that of a parallelogram or oblong square,
Lodge was held at Jerusalem, and dedi- at least one-third larger from east to west
cated to St. John, first the Baptist, then than it is from north to south. The ceiling
the Evangelist, and finally to both. Hence should be lofty, to give dignity to the apthis Lodge was called " The Lodge of the pearance of the hall, as well as for the purHoly St. John of Jerusalem." From this poses of health, by compensating, in some
Lodge all other Lodges are supposed figura- degree, for the inconvenience of closed
;

X

A

Regular.

Room.

A

—

tively to descend, and they therefore receive
the same general name, accompanied by

;

windows, which necessarily will deteriorate
the quality of the air in a very short time

'
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LOST
liOdge, Royal. See Iloyal Lodge.
liOdge, Sacred. See Sacred Lodge.
LiOdge, Symbol of tbe. The mod-

The approaches to the
Lodge room from without should be angu-

in a low room.
lar, for,

as Oliver says,

"A

straight en-

unmasonic, and cannot be tolerated." There should be two entrances to
the room, "which should be situated in the
west, and on each side of the Senior Warden's station. The one on his right hand
is for the introduction of visitors and members, and leading from the Tiler's room, is

ern symbol or hieroglyphic of the word
Lodge is the figure CD, which undoubtedly
refers to the form of the Lodge as an " oblong- square."
But in the old rituals of
the early part of the last century we

called the Tiler's, or the outer door; the
other, on his left, leading from the preparation room, is known as the " inner door,"
and sometimes called the " north-west door."
The situation of these two doors, as well as
the rooms with which they are connected,
and which are essentially necessary in a

^[^
^j^
^^

well-constructed Lodge room, may be seen
from the diagram annexed to this article,
which also exhibits the seats of the oflScers
and the arrangement of the altar and lights.
For further observations, see Halls, Ma-

come

trance

is

sonic.

East.

A
^^

find this symbol:
The cross here,
as Krause (Kunsturh, i. 37,) suggests, refers to the " four angles" of
the Lodge, as in the question;

"

How many

angles in St. John's

Lodge? A. Four, bordering on squares;"
and the delta is the Pythagorean symbol
of Divine Providence watching over the
Lodge. This symbol has long since beobsolete.

liOge. The French word for Lodge.
LiOglc. The art of reasoning, and one
of the seven liberal arts and sciences,
whose uses are inculcated in the second degree. The power of right reasoning, which

man of sane mind from
madman and the idiot, is deemed essential to the Mason, that he may comprehend
both his rights and his duties. And hence
distinguishes the

the
Platform

or Dais
Past Masters.

for

*
Senior Deacon.
* Treasurer.

Secretary. *

Light.
Altar,

;

Light.

the unfortunate beings just named, who are
without this necessary mental quality, are
denied admission into the Order. The Old
Constitutions define logic to be the art
" that teacheth to discern truth from falsehood."
liOmbardy. At the close of the dark
ages, Lombardy and the adjacent Italian
states were the first which awakened to industry.
New cities arose, and the kings,
lords, and municipalities began to encourage the artificers of different professions.
Among the arts exercised and improved in
Lombardy, the art of building held a preeminent rank, and from that kingdom, as
from a centre, Masons were dispersed over
all

Light.

*
Steward.
Junior Warden. *
Steward.
«

c 2

Inner

CC

l-s

Outer

door.

door.

Europe.

A

timately connected.
congress of Masons,
as it may properly be called, was convened
there by the four old Lodges, at the Apple-

Tree Tavern, in February, 1717. Its results
were the formation of the Grand Lodge
of England, and a modification of the Masonic system, whence the Freemasonry of
the present day has descended. Anderson,
in his second edition of the Book of Constitutions, (1738,) gives the account of this,
as

it

which
Preparation

Boom.

Door.

Tiler's

Room.

See Travelling FreeTnasons.

L.ondoii. With the city of London,
the modern history of Freemasonry is in-

is

now

called, Revival of Masonry,

see.

liOst Word. The mythical history of
Freemasonry informs us that there once
existed a
of surpassing value, and
claiming a profound veneration that this
Word was known to but few that it was
at length lost and that a temporary sub-

WOED

;

DoorWest.

;

;

;

LOTUS

LOWEN

was adopted. But as th.e very
philosophy of Masonry teaches us that
there can be no death without a resurrecno decay without a subsequent restion,
toration,
on the same principle it follows
that the loss of the Word must suppose its
eventual recovery.

of the mountain Meru, the residence of the
Among the Egyptians, the lotus was
the symbol of Osiris and Isis.
It was
esteemed a sacred ornament by the priests,
and was placed as a coronet upon the heads
of many of the gods. It was also much
used in the sacred architecture of the Egyptians, being placed as an ei ablature upon
the columns of their tempi i. Thence it
was introduced by Solomon into Jewish
architecture, being found, under the name
of " lily work," as a part of the ornaments
of the two pillars at the porch of the Temple.
See Lily and Pillars of the Porch.
Liouisiana. Masonry was introduced
into Louisiana in 1793 by the organization
of Perfect Union Lodge, under a Charter
issued by the Grand Lodge of South Carolina.
second Lodge was established by
the Mother Lodge of Marseilles, in France
and three others were subsequently chartered by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.
These five Lodges instituted a Grand Lodge
on July 11, 1812, and Francis du Bourg
was elected the first Grand Master.
difference of nationality and of Masonic rites
have been a fertile source of controversy in
Louisiana, the results of which it would be
tedious to follow in detail. In 1848, there
were two Grand Lodges, which were united
in 1850 to constitute the present Grand

Btitute for it

—

—

Now, this it is, precisely, that constitutes
myth of the Lost Word and the search
for it.
No matter what was the word, no

the

how it was lost, nor why a substiwas provided, nor when nor where it
was recovered. These are all points of submatter

tute

sidiary importance, necessary, it is true, for
knowing the legendary history, but not
necessary for understanding the symbolism.
The only term of the myth that is to be
regarded in the study of its interpretation,
is the abstract idea of a word lost and after-

wards recovered.

The WORD, therefore, I conceive to be
the symbol of Divine Truth ; and all its
modifications
the loss, the substitution,
and the recovery
are but component
parts of the mythical symbol which represents a search after truth.
In a general
sense, the Ward itself being then the symbol of Divine Truth, the narrative of its
loss and the search for its recovery becomes
a mythical symbol of the decay and loss of
the true religion among the ancient nations,
at and after the dispersion on the plains of
Shinar, and of the attempts of the wise
men, the philosophers, and priests, to find
and retain it in their secret mysteries and

—

initiations,

—

which have hence been

desig-

nated as the Spurious Freemasonry of
Antiquity.
But there is a special or individual, as
well as a general interpretation, and in this
special or individual interpretation the
Word, with its accompanying myth of a
loss, a substitute, and a recovery, becomes
a symbol of the personal progress of a candidate from his first initiation to the completion of his course, when he receives a
full development of the mysteries.
liOtus. The lotus plant, so celebrated
in the religions of Egypt and Asia, is a species of Nymphsea, or water-lily, which grows
abundantly on the banks of streams in warm
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gods.

A

A

Lodge.

The Grand Chapter of Louisiana was inon 6th March, 1813 a Grand Coun-

stituted

;

of Eoyal and Select Masters on 16th
February, 1856 and a Grand Commandery
of Knights Templars on 4th February, 1864.
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
has always held a prominent position in
the Masonry of Louisiana, and it has a
Grand Consistory and many subordinate
bodies of the Rite in active and successful
operation. The obedience of the Grand
Consistory is to the Supreme Council for
the Southern Jurisdiction.
liOUTeteau. See Lewis.
liOwen. In the Landsdowne Manuscript we meet with this charge " that a
Master or Fellow make not a mouldstone
cil

;

:

no
Lowen worke within the Lodge." The Lonclimates. Although more familiarly known don Freemason's Magazine, and Brother
as the lotus of the Nile, it was not indigenous Hughan, also, say, " this no doubt is a misI was at one time into Egypt, but was probably introduced into take for 'Cowan.' "
that country from the East, among whose clined to think so myself. But subsequent
people it was everywhere consecrated as a investigations have led me to change my
sacred symbol. The Brahmanical deities opinion. I can find Cowan only in one
were almost always represented as either
decorated with its flowers, or holding it as a
sceptre, orseated on it as a throne. Coleman
says, [Mythol. Hindus, p. 388,) that to the
Hindu poets the lotus was what the rose was
Floating on the water it is
to the Persians.
the emblem of the world, and the type also

square, nor rule to no Lowen, nor sett

manuscript, namely, the Scottish one of
William Schaw. In the MS. Constitutions
from the York Archives, first published by
Brother Hughan, we have in the parallel
passage "Bough Mason." This gives us the
idea intended to be conveyed by the word,
whatever it was. It pointed to a handi-

:

LUX

LOW
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craftsman of an inferior cliaracter and
Standing. For " Rough Mason," we have
" Layer" and " Rough
in- the Alnwick MS.
Layer." In the Harleian and EdinburghKilwinning MSS. we find " Layer; " in the
Sloane MS. it is "Lyer;" and in the Dowland MS., which I have already said seems
almost identical in origin with the Landsdowne, in the exactly parallel passage we
have "Layer" twice, justas "Lowen" is twice
used here. Layer is as easily, corrupted
into Lowen as Cowan would be, in copying
the abbreviated writing of these Old Records, and indeed more easily, since it is
more likely that small letters should be
mistaken and changed than capitals.
liOW Twelve. In Masonic language

midnight

is

so called.

The

reference

is

to

the sun, which is then below the earth.
Low twelve in Masonic symbolism is an
unpropitious hour.
liOyalty. Notwithstanding the calumnies of Barruel, Robison, and a host of other
anti-Masonic writers who assert that Masonry is ever engaged in efforts to uproot
the governments within which it may
exist, there is nothing more evident than
that Freemasonry is a loyal institution,
and that it inculcates, in all its public instructions, obedience to government. Thus,
in the Prestonian charge given in the last
century to the Entered Apprentice, and
continued to this day in the same words in
English Lodges, we find the following

perious duties of the Mason, and he is forall times from engaging, in plots
and conspiracies."
Hence it is evident that the true Mason
must be a true patriot.

bidden at

Liuchet, Jean Pierre
Marquis de. A French

Liouis,
historical

writer/born at Saintes in 1740, and died in
1791.
He was the writer of many works
of but little reputation, but is principally
distinguished in Masonic literature as the
author of an attack upon Illuminism under
the title of LJssai sur la Secte des Illuminta.

appeared anonymously in 1789.
it were published.
The
third and fourth with augmentations and
revisions, which were attributed to Mirabeau, were printed with the outer title of
Histoire secret de la Gourde Berlin [parMiraThis work was published, it is
beau.)
known, without his consent, and was
burned by the common executioner in consequence of its libellous character. Luchet's essay has become very scarce, and is
now valued rather on account of its rarity
than for its intrinsic excellence.
It

first

Four

editions of

liUminarles.

The

/first

five officers

French Lodge, namely, the Master, two
Wardens, Orator, and Secretary, are called
luminaires or luminaries, because it is by
in a

them that light is dispensed to the Lodge.
liUStration. A religious rite practised by the ancients, and which was performed before any act of devotion. It conwashing the hands, and sometimes
the whole body, in lustral or consecrated
water. It was intended as a symbol of the
internal purification of the heart. It was
a ceremony preparatory to initiation in all
the Ancient Mysteries. The ceremony is
practised with the same symbolic import in
some of the high degrees of Masonry. So
strong was the idea of a connection between
lustration and initiation, that in the low
Latin of the Middle Ages lustrare meant to
sisted in

words
" In the State, you are

to be a quiet and
peaceable subject, true to your sovereign,
and just to your country; you are not

to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but
patiently submit to legal authority, and
conform with cheerfulness to the govern-

ment under which you

live, yielding obedience to the laws which afford you protection, but never forgetting the attachment
you owe to the place of your nativity, or
the allegiance due to the sovereign or protectors of that spot."
The charge given in American Lodges is
of the same import, and varies but slightly
in its language.
" In the State, you are to be a quiet and
peaceful subject, true to your government,
and just to your country you are not to
countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the government
of the country in which you live."
The charge given in French Lodges,

though somewhat differing in form from
both of these, is couched in the same spirit
and teaches the same lesson. It is to this

initiate. Thus Du Cange ( Olossariwn) cites
the expression " lustrare religione Christianorum " as signifying " to initiate into the
Christian religion."
liUX. Latin for light, which see. Freemasonry anciently received, among other
names, that of " Lux," because it is that
sublime doctrine of truth by which the
pathway of him who has attained it is to
be illumined in the pilgrimage of life.
Among the Eosicrucians, light was the
knowledge of the philosopher's stone ; and
Mosheim says that in chemical language
the cross was an emblem of light, because
it contains within its figure the forms of
the three figures of which LVX, or light,

effect

is

;

:

" Obedience to the laws and submission
to the authorities are among the most im-

composed.
Liiix e tenebris. Light out of darkness.
A motto very commonly used in the

LUX

MAC

caption of Masonic documents as expressive of tlie object of Masonry, and of what
the true Mason supposes himself to have
attained.
It has a. recondite meaning.
In the primeval ages and in the early mythology, darkness preceded light. " In the
thought," says Cox, " of these early ages,
the sun was the child of night or darkness," (Aryan Myth., i. 43.)
So lux being
truth or Masonry, and tenebrcB, or darkness,
the symbol of initiation, lux e tenebris is
Masonic truth proceeding from initiation.
liUx Fiat et liUX Fit. Latin. " Let
there be light, and there was light. " A motto
sometimes prefixed to Masonic documents.
Letters inscribed on the rings
Li. V.
of profession, worn by the Knights of Baron von Hund's Templar system. They
are the initials of the sentence Labor Viris
Convenit.
Labor is suitable for men. It

C

was also engraved on their

seals.

liyons. Congress of.
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A

Masonic

congress was convoked in 1778, at the city
of Lyons, France, by the Lodge of Chevaliers Bienfaisants.
It was opened on the
26th November, and continued in session until the 27th December, under the presidency
of M. Villermoz. Its ostensible object was
to procure a reformation in Masonry by
the abjuration of the Templar theory; but
it wasted its time in the correction of rituals
and in Masonic intrigues, and does not appear to have been either sagacious in its
methods, or successful in its results. Even
its abjuration of the Strict Observance doctrine that Templarism was the true origin
of Freemasonry, is said to have been insincere, and forced upon it by the injunctions of the political authorities, who were
opposed to the propagation of any system
which might tend to restore the Order of
Knights Templars.

M.
Haacba.
Scottish Eite

In the tenth degree of the

we are informed that

traitors fled to

"Maachaking

certain

of Cheth,"

by whom they were delivered up to King
Solomon on his sending for them. In 1
Kings ii. 39, we find it recorded that two
of the servants of Shimei fled from Jerusalem to " Achish, son of Maacha king of
Gath." There can be little doubt that the
carelessness of the early copyists of the
ritual led to the double error of putting
Oheth for Gath and of supposing that Maacha was its king instead of its king's
father.
The manuscripts of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Eite, too often
copied by unlearned persons, show many
such corruptions of Hebrew names, which

modern researches must eventually correct.
Delaunay, in his Thuileur, makes him King
of Tyre, and calls him Mahakah.
Mac. Masonic writers have generally
given to this word the meaning of "is
it probably from the
nacha, to smite. Others,
again, think it is the word pD, mak, rottenness, and suppose that it means " he is
rotten."
Both derivations are, I think, in-

smitten," deriving

Hebrew verb 113^7

correct.

Mac is a constituent part of the word
macbenac, which is the substitute Master's
word in the French Eite, and which is interpreted by the Freneh ritualists as meaning "he lives in the son." But such a

derivation

can find

known Hebrew

root.

no support in any
Another interpreta-

tion must be sought.
I think there is
evidence, circumstantial at least, to show
that the word was, if not an invention of
the Ancient or Dermott Masons, at least
adopted by them in distinction from the

one used by the Moderns, and which

latter

the word now in use in this country. I
am disposed to attribute the introduction
of the word into Masonry to the adherents
of the house of Stuart, who sought in
every way to make the institution of Freemasonry a political instrument in their
schemes for the restoration of their exiled
monarch.
Thus the old phrase, "the
widow's son," was applied by them to
James the Second, who was the son of
Henrietta Maria, the widow of Charles the
First.
So, instead of the old Master's word
which had hitherto been used, they invented macbenac out of the Gaelic, which
to them was, on account of their Highland
supporters, almost a sacred language in the
place of Hebrew. Now, in Gaslic, Mac isjsore,
and benach is blessed, from the active verb
beannaich, to bless. The latest dictionary
published by the Highland Society gives
" Benach De Eigh Albane,
this example
Alexander, Mac Alexander," etc., i. e., Bless
the King of Scotland, Alexander, son of
Alexander, etc. Therefore we find, without any of those distortions to which etyis

:

;
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mologists so often

recur,

that macbenao

the Freimaurerzeitung, issued for a short

means in Gaelic "the blessed son.'' This time at Berlin, in 1783. But the Journal
word the Stuart Masons api)lied to their fur Freimaurer, which appeared the next
year at Vienna, had a more protracted exidol, the Pretender, the son of Charles I.
Ma«benae. 1. A significant word in istence. In England, the first work of this
Magazine or Genthe third degree according to the French kind was The Freemason's
eral and Complete Library, begun in 1793,
Rite and some other rituals. See Mac.
and continued for several years. In France,
2. In the Order of Beneficent Knights
of the Holy City, the recipiendary, or nov- the earliest Masonic magazine of which I
can find any notice was Hermes, the first
ice, is called Macbenao.
Maccabees. A heroic family, whose number of which appeared in 1808. Of
patriotism and valor form bright pictures American Masonic magazines the earliest
in the Jewish annals. The name is gen- is the Freemason's Magazine and General
be derived from the letwhich were
. 2- D- 0-. ^- C- B. I.,
being the
inscribed upon their banners,
erally supposed to

ters

Jnitials of the

Hebrew

—
—

sentence, "

mocha, Baalim, lehovah," Who

Mi

is like

Caunto

Jehovah. The Heamong the gods,
brew sentence has been appropriated in
some of the high Scottish degrees as a sigthee

nificant word.

Macerio. Du Cange gives this as one
of the Middle Age Latin words for mason,
deriving it from maceria, a wall but maceria was a corruption of materia, materials
The word is now never emfor building.
ployed.
;

Macio. Du Cange (Gloss.)

defines MaMattio, or Machio, on the authority of
Isidore, as Magon, latomus, a mason, a constructor of walls, from machinis, the machines on which they stood to work on
account of the height of the walls. He
gives Mago also.
Ma^on. The French for Mason, supposed to be derived from maison, a house.
Ma^onetns. Low Latin, signifying a
mason, and found in documents of the
fourteenth century.
Maconne. French word signifying
a female Mason, that is to say, the degrees
of the Eite of Adoption. It is a very convenient word. The formation of the English language would permit the use of the
equivalent word Masoness, if custom would
sanction it.
Egyptlenne. The third
degree in Cagliostro's Eite of Adoption.
Ma^onner. Du Cange gives citations
from documents of the fourteenth century,
where this word is used as signifying to
cio,

Miscellany, published at Philadelphia in
1811. Since then more than sixty Masonic
journals have been established in the United
States, of

The

which about twenty

still exist.

oldest living periodical devoted to

Ma-

sonry is the Freemason's Monthly Magazine,
published by Charles W. Moore, at Boston.
It was established in the year 1842.
Magi. The ancient Greek historians
so term the hereditary priests among the
Persians and Medians. The word is derived from mog or mag, signifying priest in
the Pehlevi language. The Illuminati first
introduced the word into Masonry, and employed it in the nomenclature of their degrees to signify men of superior wisdom.
Magic. The idea that any connection
exists between Freemasonry and magic is
to be attributed to the French writers, especially to Eagon, who gives many pages
of his Masonic Orthodoxy to the subject
of Masonic magic and still more to Louis
Constance, who has written three large volumes on the History of Magic, on the
;

Mitual and Dogma of the Higher Magic,
and on the Key of the Grand Mysteries, in
all of which he seeks to trace an intimate
A
connection between the Masonic mysteries
and the science of magic. Eagon designates this sort of Masonry by the name of
" Occult Masonry." But he loosely confounds magic with the magism of the ancient Persians, the mediaeval philosophy
and modern magnetism, all of which, as
identical sciences, were engaged in the investigation of the nature of man, the mechanism of his thoughts, the faculties of
his soul, his power over nature, and the essence of the occult virtues of all things.
build.
Magism, he says, is to be found in the senMaczo. Latin of the Middle Ages for tences of Zoroaster, in the hymns of Ora mason. Du Cange quotes a Computum pheus, in the invocations of the Hieroof the year 1324, in which it is said that phants, and in the symbols of Pythagoras
the work was done "per manum Petri, and it is reproduced" in the philosophy of
maczonis de Lagnicio."
Agrippa and of Cardan, and is recognized
Made. A technical word signifying under the name of Magic in the marvellous
initiated into Masonry.
See Make.
results of magnetism.
Cagliostro, it is
Madmen are specially des- well known, mingled with his Spurious
ignated in the oral law as disqualified for Freemasonry the Superstitions of Magic
initiation.
See Qualifications.
and the Operations qf Animal Magnetism.
Magazine. The earliest Masonic mag- But the writers who have sought to estabazine was published in Germany.
It was lish a scheme of Magical Masonry refer

'

Maconne

Madman.

d-

:

;

MAGNANIMOUS

MAGICIANS
almost altogether to the supposed power of
mystical names or words, which they say is
common to both Masonry and magic. It
is certain that onomatology, or the science
of names, forms a very interesting part of
the investigations of the higher Masonry,
and it is only in this way that any connection can be created between the two sciences.
Much light, it must be confessed, is thrown
on many of the mystical names in the
higher degrees by the dogmas of magic
and hence magic furnishes a curious and
interesting study for the Freemason.

Magicians, Society of the.

A

society founded at Florence, which became
a division of the Brothers of Eose Croix.
They wore in their Chapters the habit of
members of the Inquisition.

Magic Squares. A magic square is
a series of numbers arranged in an equal
number of cells constituting a square figure, the enumeration of all of whose columns, vertically, horizontally, and diagonally, will give the same sum. The Oriental
philosophers, and especially the Jewish
Talmudists, have indulged in many fanciful
speculations in reference to these magic
squares, many of which were considered
The following figure of nine
as talismans.
squares, containing the nine digits so arranged as to make fifteen when counted in
every way, was of peculiar import

4
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Magnetic Masom-y.

This

is

a form

of Freemasonry which, although long ago
practised by Cagliostro as a sjpecies of charlatanism, was first introduced to notice as a
philosophic system by Ragon in his treatise
on Migonnerie OccuUe. "The occult sciences,"' says this writer, " reveal to man the
mysteries of his nature, the secrets of his
organization, the means of attaining perfection and happiness ; and, in short, the
decree of his destiny. Their study was
that of the high initiations of the Egyptians it is time that they should become
the study of modern Masons." And again
he says " A Masonic society which should
establish in its bosom a magnetic academy
would soin find the reward of its labors in
the good that it would do, and the happiness which it would create." There can oe
no doubt that the Masonic investigator
has a right to search everywhere for the
means of moral, intellectual, and religious
perfection and if he can find anything in
magnetism which would aid him in the
search, it is his duty and wisest policy to
avail himself of it. But, nevertheless, ilfo^rnetic Masonry, as a special regime,viiU. hardly
ever be adopted by the Fraternity.
Magus. 1. The fourteenth degree, and
the first of the Greater Mysteries of the
system of llluminism. 2. The ninth and
last degree of the German Rose Croix.
It
is the singular of Magi, which see.
Mall. The Hebrew interrogative pronoun no, signifying what? It is a coiiiponent part of a significant word in Ma;

:

;

sonry.

The combination mahhah,

"what!

the,"

the

Hebrew

literally

equivalent, according to
method of ellipsis, to the quesis

"
What is this the
?
Maber-Shalal-IIash-lSaz. He-

tion, "

brew,

I

fa

HlVJ

\sr\

^na.

Four Hebrew

words whicli the prophet Isaiah was ordered to write upon a tablet, and which
were afterwards to be the name of his son.

They signify,
fall upon the

"

make

spoil,"

haste to the prey,

and were prognostic

of the sudden attack of the Assyrians.
They may be said, in their Masonic use, to
be symbolic of the readiness for action
which should distinguish a warrior, and
are therefore of significant use in the system of Masonic Templariam.
Maier, Micliael.
celebrated Rosicrucian and interpreter and defender of
Rosicrucianism. He was born at Resinsburg, in Holstein, in 1568, and died at

A

Magdeburg in 1620. He is said to have
been the first to introduce Rosicrucianism
into England.
He wrote many works on
the system, among which the most noted
are Atlanta Fugiens, 1618 Septimana Philosophica, 1620 De Fratemitate Bosce Orudis, 1618; and Lusus Serine, 1617.
Some
;

;

of his contemporaries having denied the
existence of the Rosicrucian Order, Maier
in his writings has refuted the calumny
and warmly defended the society, of which,
in One of his works, he speaks thus " Like
the Pythagoreans and Egyptians, the Rosicrucians exact vows of silence and se:

Ignorant men have treated the
crecy.
whole as a fiction; but this has arisen
from the five years' probation to which
they subject even well -qualified novices
before they are admitted to the higher
mysteries, and within this period they are
to learn how to govern their own tongues."
Maine. Until the year 1820, the District of Maine composed a part of the
political territory of the State of Massachusetts, and its Lodges were under the obedience of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
In that year, a political division having
taken place, and Maine having been
erected into an independent State, the
Masons of Maine took the preliminary
steps towards an independent Masonic organization, in obedience to the universally
recognized law that political territory
makes Masonic territory, and that changes
of political jurisdiction are followed by
corresponding changes of Masonic jurisdiction.
A memorial was addressed to the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts praying for
its consent to the organization of an independent Grand Lodge and a just division
of the charity and other funds. A favorable response having been received, a convention was held at Portland on June 1,
1820, consisting of delegates from twentyfour Lodges, when the Grand Lodge of

Maine was organized, and William King
elected Grand Master.
The Grand Royal Arch Chapter was organized in 1821, the Grand Council of
Royal Arch Masons in 1855, and the
Grand Commandery in 1852.
Maitre Ma^on. The name of the
third degree in French.

Maitresse Agissante.

Acting Misof the presiding officer of
a female Lodge in the Egyptian Rite of Cagtress.

The

title

liostro.

Maitresse Ma;;on. The

third de-

gree of the French Rite of Adoption. We
have no equivalent word in English. It
signifies a Mistress in Masonry.
Maitrise. This expressive word wants
an equivalent in English. The French use
la Maltrise to designate the third or Master's degree.
Major. The sixth degree of the German Rose Croix.
Major Illnminate. {Illuminatus Ma-_
jor.)
The eighth degree of the lUuminati
of Bavaria.
Majority. Elections in Masonic

MAKE

MANNINGHAM

bodies are as a general rule decided by a
majority of the votes cast.
plurality
vote is not admissible unless it has been
provided for by a special by-law.

A

Make. "To

make Masons"

is

A

it

tween the

different parts and qualities of
and those of the universe. But
in Masonic symbolism the idea is borrowed
from Christ and the Apostles, who repeata very edly refer to man as a symbol of the Tem-

ancient term; used in the oldest charges
extant as synonymous witli the verb to initiate or receive into the Fraternity.
It is
found in the Landsdowne M8., whose date
" These be all the charges ....
is 1560.
read at the making of a Mason."
Malacli. 1JOD. An angel.
significant word in the high degrees. Lenning
gives
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improperly as Meleac.

Malachi

or Malachias. The last of
the prophets. A significant word in the
thirty-second degree of the Scottish Kite.
Mallet. One of the working-tools of
a Mark Master, having the same emblematic meaning as the common gavel in the
Entered Apprentice's degree. It teaches
us to correct the irregularities of temper,
and, like enlightened reason, to curb the
aspirations of unbridled ambition, to depress
the malignity of envy, and to moderate the
ebullition of anger. It removes from the
mind all the excrescences of vice, and fits it,
as a well-wrought stone, for that exalted
station in the great temple of nature to
which, as an emanation of the Deity, it is
entitled.

his nature

ple.
2. A man was inscribed on the standard
of the tribe of Reuben, and is borne on the
Royal Arch banners as appropriate to the
Grand Master of the second veil. It was
also the charge in the third quarter of the
arms of the Athol Grand Lodge.
3. Der Mann, or the man, is the second
degree of the German Union.
4. To be " a man, not a woman," is one
of the qualifications for Masonic initiation.
It is the first, and therefore the most important, qualification mentioned in the

ritual.

Mandate.

That which

is

commanded.

The Benedictine editors of Du Cange define
mandatum as " breve aut edictum regium,"
i. e., a royal briefer edict, and mandamentum
as " literse quibus magistratus aliquid maudat,"

i.

e.,

letters

in

which a magistrate

commands anything. Hence the orders
and decrees of a Grand Master or a Grand
Lodge are

called

obedience to them

mandates, and implicit

of Masonic obligation.
There is an appeal, yet not a suspensive
one, from the mandate of a Grand Master
to the Grand Lodge, but there is none from
is

The mallet or setting maul is also an emblem of the third degree, and is said to have the latter.
been the implement by which the stones
Mangourlt, Micbel Ange Berwere set up at the Temple. It is often nard de. A distinguished member of
improperly confounded with the common the Grand Orient of France. He founded
gavel.
in 1776, at Rennes, the Rite ot Sublimes Eltis
The French- Masons, to whom the word de la Verite, or Sublime Elects of Truth,
gavel is unknown, uniformly use maillet, or and at Paris the androgynous society of
mallet, in its stead, and confound its sym- Dames of Mount Thabor. He also created
bolic use, as the implement of the presiding the Masonic Literary Society of Free
Thinkers, which existed for three years.
officer, with the mallet of the English and
He delivered lectures which were subseAmerican Mark Master.
Malta. Anciently, Melita. A small quently published under the title of Coursde
island in the Mediterranean Sea, which, Philosophie MaQonniqtie, in 500 pp., 4to. He
although occupying only about 170 sq. also delivered a great many lectures and
miles, possessed for several centuries a discourses before different Lodges, several
greater degree of celebrity than was at- of which were published. He died, after a
tached to any other territory of so little ex- long and severe illness, February 17, 1829.
It is now a possession of the British
government, but was occupied from 1630
to 1798 by the Knights Hospitallers, then
called Knights of Malta, upon whom it was
conferred in the former year by Charles the
tent.

Fifth.

Malta, Cross of. Be&
Malta, Knight of.

Cross of Malta.

See

Knight

of Malta.

Maltese Cross. See Gross of Malta.
Man. 1. Man has been called the
microcosm, or

little world, in contradistinction to the macrocosm, or great world, by
some fanciful writers on metaphysics, by
reason of a supposed correspondence be-

Manna, Pot of.

Among.the

articles

up

in the ark of the covenant by Aaron
was a pot of manna. In the substitute ark,
commemorated in the Royal Arch degree,
there was, of course, a representation of it.
Manna has been considered as a symbol of
life; not the transitory, but the enduring
one of a future world. Hence the Pot of
Manna, Aaron's rod that budded anew, and

laid

the Book of the Law, which teaches Divine
Truth, all found together, are appropriately
considered as the symbols of that eternal life
which it is the design of the Royal Arch
degree to teach.
Dr.
Tbomas.

Manningbam,

;

MANTLE
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Thomas Manningham was a physician, cially reserved as an insignia of knightof London, of much repute in the last cen- hood, and was worn by the knight as the

He took an active interest in the
concerns of Freemasonry, having been appointed Deputy Grand Master, in the year
He was the au1762, by Lord Carysfort.
thor of the prayer now so well Icnown to
the Fraternity, which was presented by him
to the Grand Lodge, and adopted as a form
of prayer to be used at the initiation of a candidate.
Before that period, no prayer was
uaed on such occasions, and the one composed by Manningham (Oliver says with
the assistance of Anderson, which I doubt,
as Anderson died in 1746,) is here given as
a document of the time. It will be seen
that in our day it has been somewhat modified, Preston making the first change and
that, originally used as one prayer, it has
since been divided, in this country at least,
into two, the first part being used as a
prayer at the opening of a Lodge, and the
latter at the initiation of a candidate.
"Most Holy and Glorious Lord God,
thou Architect of heaven and earth, who
art the giver of all good gifts and graces
and hath promised that where two or three
are gathered together in thy name, thou
wilt be in the midst of them in thy Name
we assemble and meet together, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all our
undertakings to give us thy Holy Spirit,
to enlighten our minds with wisdom and
understanding; that we may know and
serve thee aright, that all our doings may
tend to thy glory and the salvation of our
souls.
And we beseech thee, O Lord God,
to bless this our present undertaking, and
to grant that this our Brother may dedicate
his life to thy service, and be a true and
faithful Brother amongst us.
Endue him
with Divine wisdom, that he may, with the
secrets of Masonry, be able to unfold the
mysteries of godliness and Christianity.
This we humbly beg, in the name and for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Saviour, Amen."
Dr. Manningham rendered other important services to Masonry by his advocacy of healthy reforms and his determined
opposition to the schismatic efforts of the
" Ancient Masons." He died Februarys,
1794. The fourth edition of the Book of
Constitutions speaks of him in exalted
terms as "distinguished for his affection
tury.

;

;

:

»nd

zeal for

Masonry."

Mantle. A
.others.

dress placed over all the

It is of very ancient date,

being a

most august and noble decoration that he
could have, when he was not dressed in his
armor. The general color of the mantle,
in imitation of that of the Eoman soldiers,
was scarlet, which was lined with ermine
or other precious furs. But some of the
Orders wore mantles of other colors. Thus
the Knights Templars were clothed with a
white mantle having a red cross on the
breast, and the Knights Hospitallers a black
mantle with a white cross. The mantle is
still worn in England and other countries
of Europe as a mark of rank on state occasions by peers, and by some magistrates
as a token of ofiicial rank.

Mantle of Honor. The mantle worn
by a knight was called the Mantle of
Honor. This mantle was presented to a
knight whenever he was made by the king.

Manual. Relating to the hand, from
the Latin manus, a hand. See the Masonic
use of the word in the next two articles.

Manual Point of Entrance.
Masons

are, in a peculiar manner, reminded, by the hand, of the necessity of a
prudent and careful observance of all their
pledges and duties, and hence this organ
suggests certain symbolic instructions in
relation to the virtue of prudence.
Manual Sign. In the early English
lectures this term is applied to what is now
called the Manual Point of Entrance.

Manuscripts. Anderson

tells us, in

the second edition of his Constitutions,
that in the year 1717 Grand Master Payne
"desired any brethren to- bring to the
Grand Lodge any old writings and records
concerning Masons and Masonry, in order
to show the usages of ancient times, and
several old copies of the Gothic Constitutions were produced and collated;" but
in consequence of a jealous supposition
that it would be wrong to commit anything
to print which related to Masonry, an act
of Masonic vandalism was perpetrated.
For Anderson further informs us that in
1720, "at some private Lodges, several
very valuable manuscripts (for they had
nothing yet in print), concerning the Fraternity, their Lodges, Regulations, Charges,
Secrets, and Usages, (particularly one written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the Warden of
Inigo Jones,) were too hastily burnt by
some scrupulous Brothers, that those papers might not fall into strange hands."
The recent labors of Masonic scholars

part of the costume of the Hebrews, Greeks, in England, among whom William James
and Eomans. Among the Anglo-Saxons it Hughan, of Truro, Cornwall, deserves espewas the decisive mark of military rank, cial notice, have succeeded in rescuing
being confined to the cavalry.
In the many of the old Masonic manuscripts from
Mediaeval ages, and on the institution of oblivion, and we are now actually in poschivalry, the long, trailing mantle was espe- session of more of these heretofore unpub«
|

:
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lished treasures of the Craft than were
probably accessible to Anderson and his
contemporaries. See Mecords, Old.
MarcbeshTaii. ptyhin. The second
month of the Jewish civil year. It begins
with the new moon in November, and corresponds, therefore, to a part of that month

a positive law of the Order, that no Mark
Master shall " pledge his mark a second
time until he has redeemed it from its previous pledge." By this wise provision, the
unworthy are prevented from making an
improper use of this valuable token, or
from levying contributions on their hospitable brethren. Marks or pledges of this
kind were of frequent use among the ancients, under the name of tessera hospitalis
and "arrhabo." The nature of the tessera hospitalis, or, as the Greeks called it,
cvfijSoAov, cannot be better described than
in the words of the Scholiast on the Media
of Euripides, v. 613, where Jason promises
Medea, on her parting from him, to send
her the symbols of hospitality which should
procure her a kind reception in foreign
countries.
It was the custom, says the
Scholiast, when a guest had been entertained, to break a die in two parts, one of
which parts was retained by the guest, so
that if, at any future period he required
assistance, on exhibiting the broken pieces
of the die to each other, the friendship was
renewed. Plautus, in one of his comedies,
gives us an exemplification of the manner
in which these tesserm or pledges of friendship were used at Kome, whence it appears
that the privileges of this friendship were
extended to the descendants of the contracting parties. Poenulus is introduced,
inquiring for Agorastocles, with whose
family he had formerly exchanged the

and of December.

Mark.

The appropriate jewel of a
Master. It is made of gold or silver,
usually of the former metal, and must be
On the obverse
in the form of a keystone.
or front surface, the device or " mark " selected by the owner must be engraved
witnin a circle composed of the following
On the
letters: H. T. W. S. S. T. K. S.
reverse or posterior surface, the name of
the owner, the name of his chapter, and
the date of his advancement, may be inscribed, although this is not absolutely
necessary. The "mark" consists of the
device and surrounding inscription on the
obverse. The Mark jewel, as prescribed by
the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland,
The circle on one
is of mother-of-pearl.
side is inscribed with the Hebrew letters
U>0X^X3Vn, and the circle on the
other side with letters containing the same
meaning in the vernacular tongue of the
country in which the chapter is situated,
and the wearer's mark in the centre. The
Hebrew letters are the initials of a Hebrew
sentence equivalent to the English one
It is but a
familiar to Mark Masons.
translation into Hebrew of the English
mystical sentence.
It is not requisite that the device or
mark should be of a strictly Masonic character, although Masonic emblems are frequently selected in preference to other
subjects.
As soon as adopted it should be
drawn or described in a book kept by the
Chapter for that purpose, and it is then
said to be "recorded in the Book of
Marks," after which time it can never be
changed by the possessor for any other, or
altered in the slightest degree, but remains
as his " mark "to the day of his death.
This mark is not a mere ornamental appendage of the degree, but is a sacred
token of the rites of friendship and
brotherly love, and its presentation at any
time by the owner to another Mark Master,
would claim, from the latter, certain acts
of friendship which are of solemn obligamark thus
tion among the Fraternity.
presented, for the purpose of obtaining a
favor, is said to be pledged; though remaining in the possession of the owner, it
ceases, for any actual purposes of advantage, to be his property; nor can it be
again used by him until, either by the return of the favor, or the consent of the
benefactor, it has been redeemed for it is

Mark
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tessera.

Ag.

Siquidem Antidimarchi

quseris adopta-

titlum.

Ego sum

ipsus

Hem

quem

tu quseris.

quid ego audio ?
Ag. Antidamse me gnatum esse.
Poen. Si ita est, tesseram
Conferre si vis hospitalem, eecam, attuli.
Ag. Agedum hue ostende; est par probe;
nam habeo domum.
Poen. O mi hospes, salve multum ; nam mihi
tuus pater,
Pater tuus ergo hospes, Antidamas fuit
Hsee mihi hospitalis tessera cum illo fuit.
Pffire.

!

PcenvZ., act.

v., s. c. 2, ver. 85.

Antidimarchus' adopted son.
If you do seek, I am the very man.
Pcen. How! do 1 hear aright?
Ag. I am the son
Of old Antidamus.
P(en. If so, I pray you
Compare with me the hospitable die
I' ve brought this with me.
Ag. Prithee, let me see it.
It is, indeed, the very counterpart

Ag.

Of mine

at home.
Pcen. All hail, my welcome guest.
Your father was my guest, Antidamus.
Your father was my honored guest, and then
This hospitable die with me he parted.

These tesserce, thus used, like the Mark
Master's mark, for the purposes of perpetuating friendship and rendering its union

—

;
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more sacred, were constructed in the fol- been incorporated into the Mark Master of
lowing manner they took a small piece of the American System.
Master. The fourth degree
bone, ivory, or stone, generally of a square
or cubical form, and dividing it into equal of the American Bite. The traditions of
parts, each wrote his own name, or some the degree make it of great historical importance, since by them we are informed
other inscription, upon one of the pieces
they then made a mutual exchange, and, that by its influence each Operative Mason
lest falling into other hands it should give at the building of the Temple was known
occasion to imposture, the pledge was pre- and distinguished, and the disorder and
served with the greatest secrecy, and no confusion which might otherwise have atone knew the name inscribed upon it ex- tended so immense an undertaking was
:

Mark

cept the possessor.
The primitive Christians seem to have
adopted a similar practice, and the tessera

was carried by them in their travels, as a
means of introduction to their fellow Christiana.
A favorite inscription with them
n. T. A. n., being the iniFather,
Son, and Holy Ghost. The use of these
fesserce, in the place of written certificates,
continued, says Dr. Harris, (Diss, on the
Tess. Hosp.,) until the eleventh century,
at which time they are mentioned by Burchardus, Archbishop of Worms, in a visita-

were the

tials

letters

of IlaTtip,

Ttog, A-yiov Hvev/ia, or

tion charge.

The "arrhabo" was a similar keepsake,
formed by breaking a piece of money in
two. The etymology of this word shows
distinctly that the Eomans borrowed the
custom of these pledges from the ancient
Israelites.
For it is derived from the Hebrew arahnn, a pledge.
With this detail of the customs of the
ancients before us, we can easily explain
the well-known passage in Revelation ii.
" To him that overcometh will I give
17.
a white stone, and in it a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it." That is, to borrow the interpretation of Harris, "To him that overcometh will I give a pledge of my affection,
which shall constitute him my friend, and
entitle him to privileges and honors of
which none else can know the value or the
extent."

Mark Man.

According to Masonic
tradition, the Mark Men were the Wardens, as the Mark Masters were the Masters of the Fellow Craft Lodges, at the
building of the Temple. They distributed
the marks to the workmen, and made the
first inspection of the work, which was
afterwards to be approved by the overseers.
As a degree, the Mark Man is not recognized in the United States. In England
it is sometimes, but not generally, worked
as preparatory to the degree of Mark Master.
In Scotland, in 1778, it was given to Fellow Crafts, while the Mark Master was restricted to Master Masons.
It is not recognized in the present regulations of the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland. Much
of the esoteric ritual of the Mark Man has

completely prevented. Not less useful is it
As illustraits symbolic signification.
tive of the Fellow Craft, the fourth degree
is particularly directed to the inculcation
of order, regularity, and discipline.
It
teaches us that we should discharge all the
duties of our several stations with precithat the work of
sion and punctuality
our hands and the thoughts of our hearts
not unfinished
should be good and true
and imperfect, not sinfiil and defective
but such as the Great Overseer and Judge
of heaven and earth, will see fit to approve
as a worthy oblation from his creatures.
If the Fellow Craft's degree is devoted to
the inculcation of learning, that of the
Mark Master is intended to instruct us how
that learning can most usefully and judiciously be employed for our own honor and
the profit of others. And it holds forth to
the desponding the encouraging thought,
that although our motives may sometimes
be misinterpreted by our erring fellow mortals, our attainments be underrated, and
our reputations be traduced by the envious
in

;

—

and malicious, there

is

sees not with the eyes of

one, at least,

who

man, but may yet

make that stone which the builders rejected,
the head of the corner. The intimate connection then, between the second and fourth
degrees of Masonry, is this, that while one
inculcates the necessary exercise of all the
duties of life, the other teaches the importance of performing them with systematic
regularity.
The true Mark Master is a
type of that man mentioned in the sacred
parable who received from his master this
approving language
" Well done, good
and faithful servant thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler
over many things enter thou into the joys
of thy Lord."
In this country, the Mark Master's is the
first degree given in a Royal Arch Chapter.
Its officers are a Right Worshipful Master,
Senior and Junior Wardens, Secretary,
Treasurer, Senior and Junior Deacons,
Master, Senior and Junior Overseers. The
degree cannot be conferred when less than
six are present, who, in that case, must be
the first and last three officers above named.
The working-tools are the Mallet and Indenting Chisel, (which see.) The symbolic

—

;
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is purple.
The Mark Master's degree confined to Germany, and are to be found
now given in England under the author- only since the twelfth or thirteenth cenity of the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters, turies. More recent researches have shown

color
is

which was established

in June, 1856, and
a jurisdiction independent of the Grand
Lodge. The oflBcers are the same as in
America, with the addition of a Chaplain,
Director of Ceremonies, Assistant Director,
Eegistrar of Marks, Inner Guard or Time
Keeper, and two Stewards. Master Masons are eligible for initiation. Bro. Hughan says that the degree is virtually the
jSame in England, Scotland, and Ireland.
It diflfers, however, in some respects from
the American degree.
of the €raft. Regular. In
the Mark degree there is a certain stone
which is said, in the ritual, not to have
upon it the regular mark of the Craft. This
expression is derived from the following
tradition of the degree. At the building
of the Temple, each workman placed his
is

iz

A X+

+

ffl

Mark

own mark upon

his

own

materials, so that

the workmanship of every

mason might be

readily distinguished, and praise or blame
be justly awarded. These marks, according to the lectures, consisted of mathematical figures, squares, angles, lines, and perpendiculars, and lience any iigure of a
different kind, such as a circle, would not
be deemed " the regular mark of the Craft."
Of the three stones used in the Mark degree, one is inscribed with a square and
another with a plumb or perpendicular,
because these were marks familiar to the
Craft; but the third, which is inscribed
with a circle and certain hieroglyphics, was
not known, and was not, therefore, called
" regular."

Marks of the

Craft.

In former

times, Operative Masons, the "Steinmetzen"
of Germany, were accustomed to place some
mark or sign of their own invention,
which, like the monogram of the painters,
would seem to identify the work of each.
They are to be found upon the cathedrals,
churches, castles, and other stately buildings erected since the twelfth century, or a
little earlier, in Germany, France, EngAs Mr. Godwin has
land, and Scotland.
observed in his History in Ruins, it is
curious to see that these marks are of the
same character, in form, in all these different countries. They were principally

and other mathematical
and many of them were religious
symbols. Specimens taken from different
crosses, triangles,

figures,

buildings supply such forms as follow.
I'he last of these is the well-known
vesica piseis, the symbol of Christ among the
primitive Christians, and the last but one
writer
IS the Pythagorean pentalpha.
in the London Times (August 13th, 1835,)
is incorrect in stating that these marks are

A

H

i4^

^>^

that they existed in many other countries,
especially in Scotland, and that they were
practised by the builders of ancient times.
Thus Ainsworth, in his Traveh, (ii. 167,)
tells us, in his description of the ruins of
Al-Hadhv in Mesopotamia, that " every
stone, not only in the chief building, but
in the walls and bastions and other public
monuments, when not defaced by time, is
marked with a character which is for the
most part either a Chaldean letter or numeral." M. Didron, who reported a series
of observations on the subject of these Masons' marks to the Comite Historique des
Arts et Monument, of Paris, believes that he
can discover in them references to distinct
schools or Lodges of Masons. He divides
them into two classes those of the over^
seers, and those of the men who worked the
stones.
The marks of the first class consist of monogrammatic characters
those of
the second, are of the nature of symbols,
:

;

such as shoes, trowels, mallets, etc.
A correspondent of the Freemason's
Quarterly Review states that similar marks
are to be found on the stones which compose the walls of the fortress of Allahabad,
which was erected in 1542, in the East Indies.

"

The

walls," says this writer, " are

composed of large oblong blocks of red
granite, and are almost everywhere covered
by Masonic emblems, which evince something more than mere ornament. They
are not confined to one particular spot, but
are scattered over the walls of the fortress,
in many places as high as thirty or forty
feet from the ground.
It is quite certain
that thousands of stones on the walls, bearing these Masonic symbols, were carved,
marked, and numbered in the quarry previous to the erection of the building."
In the ancient buildings of England and
France, these marks are to be found in
great abundance.
In a communication,
on this subject, to the London Society of

;
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Antiquaries, Mr. Godwin states, " that, in his
opinion, these marks, if collected and compared, might assist in connecting the various bands of operatives, who, under the promystically united
tection of the Church
spread themselves over Europe during
the Middle Ages, and are known as FreeMr. Godwin describes these
masons."

—

—

as varying in length from two to
seven inches, and as formed by a single

marks

slightly indented, consisting chiefly
of crosses, known Masonic symbols, emblems of the Trinity and of eternity, the
double triangle, trowel, square, etc.
The same writer observes that, in a con-

line,

who died in
actually king, reigned
over France under the title of Mayor of the
Palace. Eebold (Hist. Oen., p. 69,) says
that " at the request of the Anglo-Saxon
kings, he sent workmen and Masters into
England." The Operative Masons of the
Middle Ages considered him as one of their
patrons, and give the following account of
him in their Legend of the Craft. " There
was one of the Royal line of France called
Charles Marshall, and he was a man that
loved well the said Craft and took upon
him the Rules and Manners, and after that

Martel.

Charles Martel,

741, although not

By the Grace of God he was

elect to be

when he was in his
Estate, he helped to make those Masons
who that were now, and sett them on Work and

versation, in September, 1844, with a Mason at work on the Canterbury Cathedral,

he "found that many Masons (all
were Freemasons) had their mystic marks
handed down from generation to generation; this man had his mark from his
father, and he received it from his grandfather."

Marrow in the Bone. An

absurd

corruption of a Jewish word, and still more
absurdly said to be its translation. It has
no appropriate signification in the place to

which it is applied, but was once religiously
believed in by many Masons, who, being ignorant of the Hebrew language, accepted it
as a true interpretation. It is now universally rejected by the intelligent portion of
the Craft.

Marseilles, Mother liOdge of.

A

Lodge was established in 1748, atMarseilles,
in France, Thory says, by a travelling Mason, under the name of St. Jean d'Ecosse.
It afterwards assumed the name of Mother
Lodge of Marseilles, and still later the

name

of Scottish Mother Lodge of France.

It granted Warrants of its own authority
for Lodges in France and in the colonies
Orleans, in
among others for one at

New

gave them Charges and Manners and good
pay as he had learned of other Masons, and
confirmed them a Charter from yeare to
yeare to hold their Assembly when they
would, and Cherished them right well, and
thus came this Noble Craft into France."
Martha. The fourth degree of the
Eastern Star ; a Rite of American Adoptive Masonry.
Martinism. The Rite of Martinism,
called also the Rectified Rite, was instituted
at Lyons, by the Marquis de St. Martin, a
disciple of Martinez Paschalis, of whose Rite
Martinit was pretended to be a reform.
ism was divided into twoclasses, calledTemples, in which were the following degrees.
Temple.
2. Fellow
/.
1. Apprentice.
4. Past Master.
Craft.
3. Master Mason.
7. Mason
5. Elect.
6. Grand Architect.
of the Secret.
8. Prince of Jerusalem.
9.
II. Temple.
Knight of Palestine. 10. Kadosh.
The degrees of Martinism abounded in
the reveries of the Mystics.
See iSaint

Martin.

Martin, liOnis Clande de

Louisiana.

Marshal.

An

officer

common

to

several Masonic bodies, whose duty is to
regulate processions and other public solemIn Grand bodies he is called a
nities.

Grand Marshal. In the American Royal
Arch System, the Captain of the Host acts
on public occasions as the Marshal. The
is a baton or
of Marshal in State
afiairs is very ancient.
It was found in the
court of the Byzantine emperors, and was
introduced into England from France at the
period of the conquest. His badge of office
was at first a rod or verge, which wap afterwards abbreviated to the baton, for, as an
old writer has observed, (Thinne,) "the
verge or rod was the ensign of him who
had authority to reform evil in warre and in
peace, and to see quiet and order observed
among the people."

Marshal's ensign of
short rod.

the King of France, and

The

office

office

See

Saint.

St.

Martin.

Martyr. A title bestowed by the
Templars on their last Grand Master, James
If, as
Du Cange says, the
de Molay.
Church sometimes gives the title of martyr
to men of illustrious sanctity, who have
suffered death not for the conlession of the
name of Christ, but for some other cause,
being slain by impious men, then De Molay,
as the innocent victiiti of the malignant
schemes of an atrocious pope and King,
was clearly entitled to the appellation.

Martyrs, Four Crowned.

See

Four Crowned Martyrs.
Maryland. Freemasonry was introduced into Maryland, in 1750, by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
which issued a Charter for the establishment of a Lodge at Annapolis. Five other
Lodges were subsequently chartered by the
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Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, May, 1844, deriving Mason from AiOoto/ioc,
and one in 1765, at Joppa, by the Grand Lithotomos, " a Stone-cutter." But although
Lodge of England. On the 31st of July, fully aware of the elasticity of etymologiProvincial

1783, these five Lodges held a convention
at Talbot Court-House, and informally organized a Grand Lodge. But as the Lodge
at Annapolis had taken no part in this
movement, another convention of all the

Lodges was held at Baltimore on the 17th
of April, 1787, and the Grand Lodge of
Maryland was duly organized, John Coates
being elected the Grand Master.
The
Grand Chapter was established in 1812.

A

Mason Crowned.
degree in the

(Magon Couronne.)
nomenclature of Fus-

tier.

Mason, DerlTatlon of the

Word.

The search for the etymology
or derivation of the word Mason has given
rise to numerous theories, some of them
ingenious, but many of them very absurd.
Thus, a writer in the European Magazine,
for February, 1792, who signs his name as
"George Drake," lieutenant of marines,
attempts to trace the Masons to the Druids,
and derives Mason from May's on, May's
being in reference to May-day, the great festival of the Druids, and on meaning men, as
in the' French on dit, for homme dit.
According to this, May's on therefore means
the Men of May. But this idea is not
original with Drake, since the same derivation was urged in 1766 by Cleland, in his
essays on The Way to Things in Words, and
on 7%e Heal Secret of Freemasons.
Hutchinson, in his search for a deriva-

seems to have been perplexed with
the variety of roots that presented themselves, and, being inclined to believe that
the name of Mason " has its derivation from
a language in which it implies some strong
indication or distinction of the nature of
the society, and that it has no relation to
architects," looks for the root in the Greek
tongue. Thus he thinks that Mason may
come from Mow Soov, Mao Soon, "I seek
salvation," or from Mwrw, Mysies, " an initiate ; " and that Masonry is only a corruption of Meaovpavea, Mesouraneo, " I am in
tion,

the midst of heaven " or from Ma^opovd,
Mazourouth, a constellation mentioned by
Job, or from Uvar^pcov, Mysterion, " a mys;

tery."

Lessing says, in his Ernst und Falk, that
in the Anglo-Saxon signifies a table,
and that Masonry, consequently, is a society
of the table.
Nicolai thinks he finds the root in the
Low Latin word of the Middle Ages Massonya, or Masonia, which signifies an exclusive society or club, such as that of the

Masa

.

round-table.
to later times, we find Bro.
in his Boston Magazine, of

Coming down
C,

W. Moore,

3M

cal rules, it surpasses our ingenuity to get

Mason etymologically out of

Lithotomos.
Bro. Giles F. Yates sought for the derivation of Mason in the Greek word Mafovcf,
Mazones, a festival of Dionysus, and he
thought that this was another proof of the
lineal descent of the Masonic order from
the Dionysiac Artificers.

The late William S. Rockwell, who was
accustomed to find all his Masonry in the
Egyptian mysteries, and who was a thorough student of the Egyptian hieroglyphic
system, derives the word Mason from a combination of two phonetic signs, the one
being MAI, and signifying " to love," and
the other being SON, which means "a
brother." Hence, he says, " this combination, MAISON, expresses exactly in sound
our word MASON, and signifies literally
loving brot/ier, that is, philadelphns, brother
of an association, and thus corresponds also
in sense."

But all of these fanciful etymologies,
which would have terrified Bopp, Grimm,
or Miiller, or any other student of linguistic relations, forcibly remind us of the
French epigrammatist, who admitted that
alphina came from equus, but that, in so
coming, it had very considerably changed
•

its

route.

What, then, is the true derivation of the
word Mason f Let us see what the orthoepists, who had no Masonic theories, have
upon the subject.
Webster, seeing that in Spanish maaa
means mortar, is inclined to derive Mason,
as denoting one that works in mortar, from
the root of mass, which of course gave
birth to the Spanish word.
In Low or Mediaeval Latin, Mason was
machio or macio, and this Du Cange derives
from the Latin maceria, "a long wall."
Others find a derivation in machince, because the builders stood upon machines to
But Richardson takes a
raise their walls.
common sense view of the subject. He
says, " It appears to be obviously the same
word as maison, a house or mansion, applied to the person who builds, instead of
the thing built. The French Maissoner is
Masonner, to build of
to build houses
The word Mason is applied by usage
stone.
to a builder in stone, and Masonry to work
said

;

in stone."

Carpenter gives Massom, used in 1225,
a building of stone, and Massonus, used
in 1304, for a Mason and the Benedictine
editors of Du Cange define Massoneria " a
building, the French Magonnerie, and Massonerius," as Latomus or a Mason, both
words in manuscripts of 1385.
for

;

MASONEY

MASSACHUSETTS

As a practical question, we are compelled to reject all those fanciful derivations which connect the Masons etymologically and historically with the Greeks, the
Egyptians, or the Druids, and to take the
•wordMason in its ordinary signification of a
worker in stone, and thus indicate the origin of the Order from a society or association of practical and operative builders.
need no better root than the Mediaeval
Latin Mapnner, to build, or Magonetus, a

was " admitted into the fellowship of Free-

We

(Magons, Empereur de tous les. )
degree
cited in the nomenclature of Fustier.

builder.

live
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Masoney.
Falk, gives this

Lessing, in his Urmt und
as signifying in EngHe is in error. There is no

word

lish Masonry.
such English word.

masons."

Mason, Scottish Master.

(Magon

Ecossais Maitre.) Also called Perfect Elect,
Elu parfait.
degree in the Archives of
the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Eite.

A

Masons, Emperor of

all the.

A

Mason, Speculative.

See ^ecida-

Mason.

Mason, Stone.

A

See Stonemasons.
(Magon sublime.)
degree in the manuscript collection of

Mason Sublime.

Peuvret.

Mason Hermetic.
tique.)
A degree in the

[Magon Herm4-

Archives of the
Mother Lodge of the Eclectic Philosophic

Mason^ Sublime Operative.

(Magon Svhlvme Pratique.) A degree in the
manuscript collection of Peuvret.

Mason's TVife and Daughter.
Masonic Hall. See Hall, Masonic. A degree frequently conferred in the United
Mason, Illustrious and Sub- States on the wives, daughters, sisters, and
lime Grand Master. (Magon Illustre mothers of Masons, to secure to them, by
Eite.

et

A degree

Sublime Orand Maltre.)

in the

manuscript collection of Peiivret.

Mason of the
Secret.)

1.

The

Secret.

(Magon du

sixth degree of the Eite of

2. The seventh degree of the
Eite of Saint Martin.
Mason, OiperatiTe. See Operative
Mason.

Tschoudy.

Mason, Perfect. (Magon Parfait.)
The twenty-seventh degree of the collection
of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Philosopber. [Magon Philosophe.)
A degree in the manuscript collection of Peuvret.

Mason

Mason, Practical. The
call

French so

an Operative Mason,Jlfafo/i de Pratique.

Masonry.

Although Masonry is of
two kinds, Operative and Speculative, yet
Masonic writers frequently employ the word
Masonry as synonymous with Freemasonry.

Masonry, Operative.
tive

See Opera-

Masonry.

Mason, True.

Masonry, Origin

of.

See

Origin

Masonry, Speculative.

See Spec-

Masonry.

Company

Masons,
of. One of the
ninety-one livery coinpanies of London, but
not one of the twelve greater ones. Their
arms are azure, on a chevron, between three
castles argent, a pair of compasses somewhat extended of the 1st crest, a castle of
the 2d; and motto, "The Lord is all our
trust." These were granted by Clarencieux,
King of arms, in 1477, but they were not
incorporated until Charles II. gave them a
charter in 1677.
They are not to be confounded with the Fraternity of Freemasons,
but originally there was some connection
between the two. At their hall in Basinghall Street, Ashmole says that in 1682 he
;

(Magon

Vrai.)

A

de-

gree composed by Pernetty. It is the only
one of the high hermetic degrees of the
Eite of Avignon, and it became the first
degree of the same system after it was
transplanted to Montpellier. See Academy
of True Masons.

Masoretic Points.
alphabet

of Masonry.
ulative

investing them with a peculiar mode of
recognition,the aid and assistance of th e Fraternity.
It may be conferred by any Master
Mason, and the requirement is that the recipient shall be the wifie, unmarried daughter,
unmarried sister, or .widowed mother of a
Master Mason. It is sometimes called the
Holy Virgin, and has been by some deemed
of so much importance that a Manual of it,
with the title of 7%e Ladies' Masonry, or
Hieroglyphic Monitor, was published at
Louisville, Kentucky, in 1851, by Past
Grand Master William Leigh, of Alabama.

The Hebrew

without vowels, which were traditionally supplied by the reader from oral
instruction, and hence the true ancient
sounds ofthewords have been lost. Butabout
the eighth and ninth centuries a school of
Eabbins, called Masorites, invented vowel
points, to be placed above or below the consonants, so as to give them a determined
is

pronunciation. These Masoretic points are
never used by the Jews in their rolls of the
law, and in all investigations into the derivation and meaning of Hebrew names.
Masonic scholars and other etymologists

always reject them.

Massachusetts.

Freemasonry was

introduced into Massachusetts, in 1733, by
a Deputation granted to Henry Price as
Grand Master of North America, dated
April 30th, 1733. Price, on July 80th of
the same year, organized the "St. John's

)
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Grand Lodge," which immediately granted
Master Architect, Prussian.
a Warrant to " St. John's Lodge" in Boston. [Maitre Architecte Prussien.) A degree in
On Nov. 30th, 1752, the Grand Lodge of the Archives of the Mother Lodge of the
Scotland granted a Warrant to "St. An- Philosophic Scottish Rite.
drew's Lodge " and thus the dissensions
Master, Blue. A name sometimes
of the Ancients and Moderns began in Mas- given, in the Scottish Rite, to Master Masachusetts.
On Dec. 27th, 1769, St. An- sons of the third degree, in contradistincdrew's Lodge, with the assistance of three tion to some of the higher degrees, and in
;

travelling Lodges in the British army, or-

reference to the color of their collar.

ganized the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
and elected Joseph Warren Grand Master.
In 1792, the two Grand Lodges united and
formed the " Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and

Master Builder. Taking the word
master in the sense of one possessed of the
highest degree of skill and knowledge, the
epithet " Master Builder " is sometimes
used by Masons as an epithet of the Grand
Architect of the Universe. Urquhart (Pillars of Hercules, ii. 67,) derives it from the
ancient Hebrews, who, he says, "used algabil, the Master Builder, as an epithet of

for the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts," and elected John Cutler
Grand Master.
The Grand Chapter of Massachusetts was
organized June 12th, 1798, and the Grand
Council of Royal and Select Masters in

Accepted Masons

The Grand Oommandery, which
1826.
exercises jurisdiction over both Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was established
May 6th, 1805. In 1807 it extended its
jurisdiction, and called itself "The United
States Grand Encampment." In 1816, it
united with other Encampments at a convention in Philadelphia, where a General
Grand Encampment of the United States
was formed and in 1819, at the meeting
of that body, the representatives of the
;

"Grand Encampment of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island " are recorded as being

And

from that time
tained that title, only changing
present.

it

has re-

it,

in 1859,

"Grand Oommandery," in compliance
with the new Constitution of the Grand
Encampment of the United States.
to

God."

A

Master, Cohen. [Maitre Coen.)
degree in the collection of the Mother
Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Rite.
Master, Crowned. [Maitre Couronne.)
degree in the collection of the
Lodge of Saint Louis des Amis-R£unis at
^

A

Calais.

Master, Egyptian.

[Maitre Egypdegree in the Archives of the
Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish

A

tien.)

Rite.

Master, Elect. See
Master, English.
The eighth degree

(

Elect Master.
Maitre Anglais.

of the Rite of Mizraim.
[Maitre
degree in the collec-

Master, English Perfect.
Parfait Anglaii.)
tion of Le Rouge.

A

Master, Four Times Venerable.

A

Grand.

degree
[Maitre quatre fats Venerable.)
introduced into Berlin by the Marquis de
Bernez.
Master, Grand. See Orand Master.
Master Hermetic. [Maitre Menmiique.)
degree in the collection of Le-

The

manceau.

Massonus. Used

in the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries, according to Carpenter, (Oloss.,) for Mason.

Master, Absolute SoTereign
[Souverain Orand Maitre absolu.)
ninetieth and last degree of the Rite

A

[Maitre nimdegree in the collection of Leman-

Master, Illustrious.

of Mizraim.

Master ad Titam.

In the French

Masonry of the earlier part of the last century, the Masters of Lodges were not elected
annually, but held their office for life.
Hence they were called Masters ad Vitam,
or Masters for life.
Master, Ancient. [Maitre Aneien.)

tre.)

A

ceau.

Master, Illustrious Symbolic.
[Maitre Symbolique lllustre. )
the nomenclature of Fustier.

Master in Israel.

A

degree in

See Intendant of

the Building.

Master in Perfect Architecture.
The fourth degree of the Rite of Martinism.
This would more properly be translated [MaUre en la Parfaite Architecture.) A dePast Master, for it has the same position in gree in the nomenclature of Fustier.
the rigime of St. Martin that the Past Master has in the English system.

Master Architect, Grand.
Grand Master

See

Architect.

Master Architect, Perfect.

[Maidegree in the
Archives of the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Rite, and in some other
tre Architeote Far/ait.)

collections.

A

Master in the Chair.

Stuhl.)

The name given

in

[Meisterim

Germany

to

the presiding officer of a Lodge. It is the
same as the Worshipful Master in English.

Master, Irish. [Maitre Irlandais.)
The seventh degree of the Rite of Mizraim. Ramsay gave this name at first to
the degree which he subsequently called

;
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Maltre Ecossais or Scottish Master. It is still
the seventh degree of the Rite of Mizraim.
(Maltre
degree in the collection
of the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic

Kabtoalistic.

Master,

Gabaiistique.)

A

tution, and to labor diligentljr in the tasks it
prescribes, just as the man is required to
enlarge his mind by the acquisition of new
ideas, and to extend his usefulness to his
fellow-creatures; but, as a Master Mason,

Maifre
degree in the Archives of the
^lu.)
Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish

he is taught the last, the most important,
and the most necessary of truths, that having been faithful to all his trusts, he is at
last to die, and to receive the reward of his

Rite.

fidelity.

Scottish Rite.

Master, Mttle Elect.

(Petit

A

Master Mason.

the Rites of
Masonry, no matter how variant may be
their organization in the high degrees, the
Master Mason constitutes the third degree.
In form this degree is also everywhere substantially the same, because its legend is an
essential part of it and, as on that legend
the degree must be founded, there can nowhere be any important variation, because
the tradition has at all times been the same.
The Master Mason's degree was originally
called the summit of Ancient Craft Masonry and so it must have been before the
disseverance from it of the Royal Arch, by
which I mean not the ritual, but the symbolism of Arch Masonry. But under its
present organization the degree is actually
incomplete, because it needs a complement
that is only to be supplied in a higher one.

In

all

;

;

Hence

symbolism

necessarily restricted, in ita mutilated form, to the first
Temple and the present life, although it
gives the assurance of a future one.
its

is

As the whole system of Craft Masonry is
intended to present the symbolic idea of
man passing through the pilgrimage of life,
each degree is appropriated to a certain
portion of that pilgrimage. If, then, the
first degree is a representation of youth, the
time to learn, and the second of manhood
or the time to work, the third is symbolic
of old age, with its trials, its sufferings, and
its final termination in death.
The time
for toiling is now over
the opportunity
to learn has passed away
the spiritual

—

—

temple that we all have been striving to
erect in our hearts, is now nearly completed,
and the wearied workman awaits only the
word of the Grand Master of the Universe,
to call him from the labors of earth to the
eternal refreshments of heaven. Hence,
this is, by far, the most solemn and sacred of
the degrees of Masonry and it has, in consequence of the profound truths which it
inculcates, been distinguished by the Craft
as the sublime degree.
As an Entered Apprentice, the Mason was taught those elementary instructions which were to fit him
;

for further

advancement

just as the youth

in his profession,

supplied with that rudimentary education which is to prepare
him for entering on the active duties of life
as a Fellow Craft, he is directed to continue
his investigations in the science of the Instiis

was the single object of all the ancient
and mysteries practised in the very
bosom of Pagan darkness, shining as a solitary beacon in all that surrounding gloom,
and cheering the philosopher in his weary
It

rites

pilgrimage of life, to teach the immortality
of the soul. This is still the great design of
the third degree of Masonry. This is the
scope and aim of its ritual. The Master Mason represents man, when youth, manhood,
old age, and life itself, have passed away as
fleeting shadows, yet raised from the grave
of iniquity, and quickened into another and
a better existence. By its legend and all its
ritual, it is implied tllat we have been redeemed from the death of sin and the sepulchre of pollution. " The ceremonies and
the lecture," says Dr. Crucefix, "beautifully illustrate this all-engrossing subject;
and the conclusion we arrive at is, that
youth, properly directed, leads us to honor-

able and virtuous maturity, and that the
life of man, regulated by morality, faith,
and justice, will be rewarded at its closing
hour, by the prospect of eternal bliss."
Masonic historians have found much difficulty in settling the question as to the
time of the invention and composition of
the degree. The theory that at the building of the Temple of Jerusalem the Craft
were divided into three or even more degrees, being only a symbolic myth, must be
discarded in any historical discussion of
the subject. The real question at issue is
whether the Master Mason's degree, as a
degree, was in existence among the Operative Freemasons before the eighteenth century, or whether we owe it to the Revivalists
of 1717. Bro. Wm, J. Hughan, in a very
able article on this subject, published in
1873, in the Voice of Masonry, says that " so
far the evidence respecting its history goes
no farther back than the early part of the
last century."
The evidence, however, is
all of a negative character.
There is none
that the degree existed in the seventeenth
century or earlier, and there is none that
it did not.
All the old manuscripts speak
of Masters and Fellows, but these might
have been and probably were only titles of
rank. The Sloane MS., No. 3329, speaks,
it is true, of modes of recognition peculiar
to Masters and Fellows, and also of a Lodge
consisting of Masters, Fellows, and Appren-

)

)
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But even if we give to this MS. its
earliest date, that wliich is assigned to it

Master, Mystic.

tices.

by Findel, near the end of the seventeenth
century, it will not necessarily follow that
these Masters, Fellows, and Apprentices
had each a separate and distinct degree.
Indeed, it refers only to one Lodge, wnich
was, however, constituted by three different
ranks; and it records but one oath, so that
it is possible that there was only one common form of initiation.
The first positive historical evidence that
we have of the existence of a Master's degree is to be found in the General Kegulations compiled by Payne in 1720. It is
there declared that Apprentices must be
admitted Masters and Fellow Crafts only
in the Grand Lodge. The degree was then
in existence. But this record would not
militate against the theory advanced by
some that Desaguliers was its author in
Dermott asserts that the degree, as
1717.
we now have it, was the work of Desaguliers
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(Maitre Mystique.)
of Pyron.

A degree in the collection

Master of all Symbolic liOdges,
Grand. See Grand Master of all Symbolio Lodges.

Master of a liOdge.

See Worship-

ful Master.

Master of Cavalry. An
a Council of Knights of the

officer

in

Eed

Cross,
whose duties are, in some respects, similar
to those of a Junior Deacon in a symbolic

Lodge.

The two

offices

of Master of Cav-

and Master of Infantry were first appointed by Constantino the Great.
alry

Master of Ceremonies. An officer

found in many of the Lodges of England
and the Continent. In English Lodges the
office is almost a nominal one, without any
duties, but in the continental Lodges he
acts as the conductor of the candidate.
Oliver says that the title should be properly. Director of Ceremonies, and he objects
to Master of Ceremonies as " unmasonic."
and seven others, who, being Fellow Crafts,
Master of I^ispatclies. The Secbut not knowing the Master's part, boldly retary of a Council of Knights of the Eed
invented it, that they might organize a Cross. The Magister JEpistolarum was the
Grand Lodge. He intimates that the true officer under the Empire who conducted the
Master's degree existed before that time, correspondence of the Emperor.
and was in possession of the Ancients. But
Master of Finances. The TreasDermott's testimony is absolutely worth urer of a Council of Knights of the Eed
nothing, because he was a violent partisan, Cross.

Master of Hamburg, Perfect.

and because

his statements are irreconcilable with other facts. If the Ancients were
in possession of the degree which had
existed before 1717, and the Moderns were
not, where did the former get it, since they

sprang out of the latter ?
Documentary evidence is yet wanting to
settle the precise time of the composition of
the third degree as we now have it. But it
would not be prudent to oppose too positively the theory that it must be traced to
the second decade of the eighteenth century.
The proofs, as they arise day by day, from
the resurrection of old manuscripts, seem
to incline that way.
But the legend, I think, is of much older
date.
It may have made a part of the
generalinitiation ; but I have no doubt that,
like the similar one of the Compagnons de
la Tour in France, it existed among the
Operative Gilds of the Middle Ages as an
Such a legend all the
esoteric narrative.
histories of the Ancient Mysteries prove to
us belongs to the spirit of initiation.
There would have been no initiation worth
preservation without it.

Master, Most Hlgli

and Puis-

sant. (Maitre tr&s haut et treg puissant.
The sixty-second degree of the Eite of

Master, Most Wise. The

title of
of a Chapter of Eose
Croix, usually abbreviated as Most Wise.

officer

A degree in

the nomenclature of Fustier.

Master of Infantry. The Treasurer of a Council of Knights of the Eed
Cross. See Master of Cavalry.
Master of LiOdges. [MaUre des Loges.
The

sixty-first degree of the Eite of

Miz-

raim.

Master
(

of Masters,

Grand.

Grand MaUre des Maitres.) The fifty-ninth

degree of the Metropolitan Chapter
France.

Master of Paracelsus.
de Paracelse.)
of Pyron.

A

of

{MaUre

degree in the collection

Master of Secrets, Perfect.

[Maidegree in the
manuscript collection of Peuvret.
Master oS St. Andrew. The fifth
degree of the Swedish Eite; the same as
the Grand Elu Ecossais of the Clermont
system.
tre parfait des Secrets.)

A

Master of tbe Cbivalry of
Cbrist.

So

St.

Bernard addresses

Hugh

de Payens, Grand Master of the Templars.
"Hugoni Militi Christi et Magistro Militiae Christi, Bernardus Clercevallus," etc.

Master of tbe Hermetic SeGrand. [MaWe des Secrets Her-

crets,

Mizraim.

a presiding

[MaUre parfait de Hamburg.)

nuitique.

Grand.)

A

degree in the manu-

script collection of Peuvret.

Master of tbe Hospital.

" Sacri
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Hospitalis Sancto Joannis Hierosolymitani Magister," or Master of the Sacred House of the Hospital of St. John of
Jerusalem, was the official title of the
chief of the Order of Knights of Maltu;
more briefly, "Magister Hospitalis," or

Domus

Master, Past. See Past Master.
Master, Perfect. See Perfect Master.

Master, Perfect Architect.

The

twenty-seventh degree of the Eite of Mizraim.

Master, Perfect Irish. See PerMaster of the Hospital. Late in their his" Magnus fect Irish Master.
tory, the more imposing title of
Master Philosopher by the
Magister," or Grand Master, was some3. (Maitre philosophe par le
times assumed; but the humbler designaOn the tomb Nombre 3.) A degree in the manuscript
tion was still maintained.

Number

of Zacosta, who died in 1467, we find
"Magnus Magister;" but twenty-three
years after, D'Aubusson signs himself
" Masrister Hospitalis Hierosolymitani."

Master of the Key to Masonry,
Grand MaUre de la Clef de la
Grand.
(

Magonnerie.) The twenty-first degree of
the Chapter of the Emperors of the East

and West.

Master oftbe liegitimate I^odges,
Grand. (Maltre des Loges legitimes.) A
degree in the Archives of the Mother Lodge
of the Eclectic Philosophic Eite.

Master of the Palaee. An

officer

in a Council of Knights of the Eed Cross,
whose duties are peculiar to the degree.

Master of the Sages. The fourth
degree of the Initiated Knights and Brothers
of Asia.
Master of the Seven Kabbalistic Secrets, Illustrious.

collection of Peuvret.

Master Philosopher by the
Wumber 9. {Maitre philosophe par

le

A

degree in the manuscript
collection of Peuvret.

Nombre

9.)

Master Philosopher Hermetic.

A

degree
{Maltre philosophe Hermetique.)
in the collection of Peuvret.
Master, Private. {Maitre ParticuThe nineteenth degree of the Metrolier.)
politan Chapter of France.

Master

Provost and Judge.

{Maltre PrevSt et Jvge.) The eighth degree
of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Puissant Irish. See
Puissant Irish Master.
Master, Pythagorean. (Maitre
Thory says that this is the
Pythagorieien.)
third and last degree of the Masonic system
instituted according to the doctrine of Py-

Master,

{Maltre II- thagoras.
degree
Master, Royal. See Royal Master.
Master, Secret. See Secret. Master.
in the manuscript collection of Peuvret.
Master, Select. See Select Master.
Master of the Temple. OrigiElect. {Maltre
nally the official title of the Grand Master
Master,
degree in the Archives of
of the Templars. After the dissolution of supreme Elu.)
the Order in England, the same title was the Philosophic Scottish Eite.
incorrectly given to the custos or guardian
Master Theosophist. {Maltre Thiof the Temple Church at London, and the osophie.) The third degree of the Eite of
error is continued to the present day.
Swedenborg.
The chief
Master of the
Master through Curiosity. {Matbuilder or architect of a cathedral or other ire par Curiosite.)
1. The sixth degree of
important edifice in the Middle Ages was the Eite of Mizraim 2. The sixth degree
called the Master of the work; thus, Jost of the collection of the Metropolitan ChapDotzinger was, in the fifteenth century, ter of France. It is a modification of the
called the Master of the work at the cathe- Intimate Secretary of the Scottish Eite,
dral of Strasburg.
In the Middle Ages
15. {MalMaster to the ?f
the " Magister operis " was one to whom tre au Nombre 15.)
degree in the manulastre des sept Secrets Gabalistiques. )

A

Supreme
A

Work.

;

A

the public works was intrusted. Such an
officer existed in the monasteries.
He was
also called operarius and magister operarum.
Du Cange says that kings had their operarii,
magistri operarum or masters of the works.
It is these Masters of the works whom
Anderson has constantly called Grand
Masters. Thus, when he says (second edit.
69,) that "King John made Peter de ColeChurch Grand Master of the Masons in rebuilding London bridge," he should have
said that he was appointed operarius or
Master of the works. The use of the cor-

would have made Anderson's
tory more valuable.

rect title

his-

umber

script collection of Peuvret.

Master, True. ( Vrai MaUre.) A
degree of the Chapter of Clermont.
Master, Worshipful. See Worshipful Master.

Materials of the Temple. Masonic tradition tells us that the trees out of

which the timbers were made for the Temple were felled and prepared in the forest
of Lebanon, and that the stones were hewn,
cut, and squared in the quarries of Tyre.
But both the Book of Kings and Josephus
concur in the statement that Hiram of Tyre
furnished only cedar and fir-trees for the
Temple. The stones were most probably
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(and the explorations of modern travellers
confirm the opinion) taken from the quarries which abound in and around Jerusa-

which was struck at Brunswick in 1748.
The number have since so greatly increased,
that it would be impossible to give even a

The tradition, therefore, which derives these stones from the quarries of Tyre,
is incorrect.

catalogue of them. They are struck every
year by Lodges to commemorate some distinguished member or some remarkable
event in the annals of the Lodge. Many
Lodges in Europe have cabinets of medals,
of which the Lodge Minerva of the Three
Palms at Leipsic is especially valuable.
In America no Lodge has made such a collection, except Pythagoras Lodge at New
York.

lem.

Mater». In

the Cooke MS., (line 825,)
the only Old Constitution in
which it occurs,
we find the word maters :
" Hit is seyd in y' art of Masonry y' no
man scholde make ende so well of worke
begonne bi another to y' profite of his lorde
as he began hit for to end hit bi his maters
or to whom he scheweth his maters," where,
evidently, maters is a corruption of the Latin
matrix, a mould ; this latter being the word
used in all the other Old Constitutions in
the same connection. See Mould.
Matricnlation Book. In the Bite
of Strict Observance, the register which
contained the lists of the Provinces, Lodges,
and members of the Eite was called the
Matriculation Book. The term was borrowed from the usage of the Middle Ages,
where mairieula meant " a catalogue." It
was applied by the ecclesiastical writers of
that period to lists of the clergy, and also
of the poor, who were to be provided for
by the churches, whence we have mairieula
clerieorum and mairieula pauperum.
Mature Age. The Charges of 1722
prescribe that a candidate for initiation
must be of " mature and discreet age " but
the usage of the Craft has differed in various
countries as to the time when maturity of
age is supposed to have arrived. In the -Regulations of 1663, it is set down at twenty-one
years and this continues to be the construction of maturity in all English Lodges both
in Great Britain and this country. France
and Switzerland have adopted the same
At Frankfort-on-the-Main it is
Eeriod.
xed at twenty, and in Prussia and Hanover at twenty-five. The Grand Lodge of
Hamburg has decreed that the age of Masonic maturity shall be that which is determined by the laws of the land to be the
age of legal majority
Maul. See Setting Maul.
medal is defined to be a
Medals.
piece of metal in the shape of a coin, bearing figures or devices and mottoes, struck
and distributed in memory of some person

— and

it is

—

;

;

A

Mediterranean Pass. A
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side de-

gree sometimes conferred in this country
on Eoyal Arch Masons. It has no lecture
or legend, and should not be confounded,
as it sometimes is, with the very different
degree of Knight of the Mediterranean
Pass.
It is, however, now nearly obsolete.
Meeting of a Chapter. See Convocation.

Meeting of a liOdge. SeeCommunieation.

Meet on the leTeli In the Prestonian lectures as practised in the beginning
of this century, it was said that Masons
met on the square and hoped to part on the
level.
In the American system of Webb
a change was made, and we were instructed
that they meet on the level and part on tlie
square.
And in 1842 the Baltimore Convention made a still further change, by
adding that they act by the plumb; and this
formula is now, although quite modern,
generally adopted by the Lodges in this
country.
Meister. The German for Master.
Meister
Stulil. [Master in the
Chair.)
The Germans so call the Master
of a Lodge.

im

Melancttaon, Philip. The name
of this celebrated reformer is signed to the
Charter of Cologne as the representative
of Dantzic. The evidence of his connection with Freemasonry depends entirely on
the authenticity of that document,
Melchizedek. King of Salem, and
a priest of the Most High God, of whom
all that we know is to be found in the passages of Scripture read at the conferring of
the degreeof High Priesthood. Some theo-

or event. When Freemasonry was in its
operative stage, no medals were issued.
The medals of the Operati!ve Masons were
the monuments which they erected in the
form of massive buildings, adorned with
But
all the beauties of architectural art.
it was not long after its transformation into
a Speculative Order before it began to issue

logians have supposed him to have been
Shem, the son of Noah. The sacrifice of
offering bread and wine is first attributed
to Melchizedek; and hence, looking to the
similar Mithraic sacrifice, Higgins is inclined to believe that he professed the religion of Mithras.
He abandoned the
sacrifice of slaughtered animals, and, to
quote the words of St. Jerome, " offered

The earliest Masonic medal of
which we have an authentic account is
that known as. the " Freemason's ducat,"

bread and wine as a type of Christ."
Hence, in the New Testament, Christ is
represented as a priest after the order of

medals.

:

MELCHIZEDEK

MEMPHIS

Melchizedek. In Masonry, Melchizedek is
connected with the order or degree of High
Priesthood, and some of the high degrees.
Melcblzedek, Degree of. The
sixth degree of the Order of Brothers of

permanent Lodges became a part of the
Masonic organization, it seems to have been
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Asia.

Melecli. Properly, Malach, a messenger, and hence an angel, because the
angels were supposed to be the messengers
of God. In the ritual of one of the high
degrees we meet with the sentence hamekch
Gebalim, which has been variously translated.

The French

ritualists

handle He-

brew words with but little attention to Hebrew grammar, and hence they translate
this sentence as "Jabulum est un bon
Maqon." The former American ritualists
gave it as meaning " Guibulum is a good
man." Guibulum is undoubtedly used as
a proper name, and is a corrupt derivation from the Hebrew Masonic Oiblim,
which means stone-squarers or masons, and
melach for malach means a messenger, one
sent to accomplish a certain task.

Bros.

Pike and Rockwell make the first word
If the words
hamalek, the king or chief.
were reversed, we should have the Hebrew

Gibulum the messenger." As
vocative, "
Bro. Pike makes it vocative, and interprets it, " Oh 1 thou glory of the Builders."
!

it is,

I am inclined to think that the inventor of
the degree meant simply to say that Gibulum was a messenger, or one who had been
sent to make a discovery, but that he did
not perfectly express the idea according to
the Hebrew idiom, or that his expression
hag since been corrupted by the copyists.
Melesino, Bite of. This is a Bite
scarcely known out of Russia, where it was
founded about the year 1765, by Melesino,
a very learned man and Mason, a Greek by
birth, but high in the milital-y service of
Russia.
It consisted of seven degrees, viz.
1. Apprentice.
2. Fellow Craft.
3. Master
Mason. 4. The Mystic Arch. 5. Scottish
Master and Knight. 6. The Philosopher.
7. The Priest or High Priest of the Templars.
The four higher degrees abounded
in novel traditions and myths unknown to
any of the other Rites, and undoubtedly invented by the founder. The whole Bite was
a mixture of Kabbalism, magic, gnosticism,
and the hermetic philosophy mixed in almost inextricable confusion. The seventh
or final degree was distinctly Rosicrucian,
and the religion of the Rite was Christian,
recognizing and teaching the belief in the
Messiah and the dogma of the Trinity.
Melita. The ancient name of the
island of Malta.

Member, Honorary.

See Hono-

rary Member.

Member,

Life. See Life Member.
liOdge. As soon

Meuuber of a

as

required that every

Mason should belong

and

this is explicitly stated in the
charges approved in 1722. See Affiliation.

to one,

Membership, Rigbt of. The first
right which a Mason acquires, after the reception of the third degree, is that of claiming membership in the Lodge in which he
has been initiated. The very fact of his
having received that degree makes him at
once an inchoate member of the Lodge
that is to say, no further application is necessary, and no new ballot is required ; but
the candidate, having now become a Master
Mason, upon signifying his submission to
the regulations of the Society, by aflixing
his signature to the book of by-laws, is
constituted, by virtue of that act, a full
member of the Lodge, and entitled to all
the rights and prerogatives accruing to that

—

position.

Memphis, Rite of. In 1839, two
French Masons, named respectively Marconis and Moullet, but of whom the former
was undoubtedly the leader, instituted, first
at Paris, then at Marseilles, and afterwards
at Brussels, a new Bite which they called
the " Bite of Memphis," and which consisted of ninety-one degrees.

Subsequently,

another degree was added to this already
too long list. The Rite, however, has repeatedly undergone modifications.
The
Rite of Memphis was undoubtedly founded
on the extinct Bite of Mizraim for, as Bagon says, the Egyptian Bite seems to have
inspired Marconis and Moullet in the organization of their new Rite. It is said by
Bagon, who has written copiously on the
Bite, that the first series of degrees, extending to the thirty-fifth degree, is an assumption of the thirty-three degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Bite, with scarcely a
change of name. The remaining degrees
of the Rite are borrowed, according to the
;

same authority, from other well-known
systems, and some, perhaps, the invention
of their founders.
The Rite of Memphis was not at first recognized by the Grand Orient of France,
and consequently formed no part of legal

French Masonry. So about 1852 its Lodges
were closed by the civil authority, and the
Rite, to use a French Masonic phrase,
" went to sleep."
In the year 1*862, Marconis, still faithful
system which he had invented, applied to the Grand Master of France to
give to it a new life. The Grand College
of Rites was consulted on the subject, and
the Council of the Order having made a
favorable decree, the Rite of Memphis was
to the

admitted, in November, 1862, among those
Masonic systems which acknowledge obe-

;

MEMPHIS
ilience to the

MEMPHIS

Grand Orient of France, and Secretary of the Grand Orient

perform their functions within

its

bosom.

To

obtain this position, however, the onlyone which, in France, preserves a Masonic
system from the reputation of being clandestine, it was necessary that Marconis,
who was then the Grand Hierophant,
should, as a step preliminary to any favorable action on the part of the Grand Orient,
take an obligation by which he forever
after divested himself of all authority, of

any kind whatsoever, over the Eite. It
passed entirely out of his hands, and, going into "obedience" to the Grand Orient,
that body has taken complete and undivided possession of it, and laid its high degrees upon the shelf, as Masonic curiosities,
since the Grand Orient only recognizes, in
practice, the thirty- three degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
This, then, is the present position of the
Eite of Memphis in France. Its original
possessors have disclaimed all further control or direction of it.
It has been ad-

mitted by the Grand Orient among the
eight systems of Eites which are placed
"under its obedience; " that is to say, it admits its existence, but it does not suffer it
Like all Masonic Eites that
to be worked.
have ever been invented, the organization
of the Eite of Memphis is founded on the
first three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry.
These three degrees, of course, are
given in symbolic Lodges. In 1862, when
Marconis surrendered the Rite into the
hands of the ruling powers of French Masonry, many of these Lodges existed in
various parts of France, although in a dor-
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these titles

were then to be visi or approved and regularized, but only as far as the degree of
Master Mason no Mason of the Rite of
Memphis was to be permitted to claim any
higher degree, and if he attempted to assume any such title of a higher degree
which was not approved by the Grand
Master, he was to be considered as irregular, and was not to be affiliated with by the
members of any of the regular Lodges.
Such is now the condition of the Eite
of Memphis in France. It has been absorbed into the Grand Orient; Marconis,
its founder and head, has surrendered all
claim to any jurisdiction over it; there are
Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Orient which originally belonged to the
Eite of Memphis, and they practise its
ritual, but only so far as to give the degrees of Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
Master Mason. Its " Sages of the Pyra;

mids,"

its

"

Grand Architects of the Mys-

its "Sovereign Princes of
the Magi of the Sanctuary of Memphis,"
with its " Sanctuary," its " Mystical Temple," its " Liturgical College," its " Grand
Consistory," and its "Supreme Tribunal,"
exist no longer except in the diplomas and

terious City,"

charters which have been quietly laid away
on the shelves of the Secretariat of the
Grand Orient. To attempt to propagate
the Eite is now in France a high Masonic
offence.

The Grand Orient alone has the

power, and there
will ever exercise

is
it.

no likelihood that

it

Some circumstances
occurred in the Grand

which have recently
Orient of France very clearly show the
mant condition, because, as we have al- true condition of the Rite of Memphis. A
ready seen, ten years before they had been meeting was holden in Paris on the 26th
closed by the civil authority.
Had they of August last, by the Council of the
been in active operation, they would not Order, a body which, something like the
have been recognized by the French Ma- Committee of General Purposes of the
sons they would have been looked upon Grand Lodge of England, does all the preas clandestine, and there would have been liminary business for the Grand Orient,
no affiliation with them, because the Grand but which is possessed of rather extensive
Orient recognizes no Masonic bodies as legislative and administrative powers, as it
legal which do not in return recognize it as directs the Order during the recess of the
the head of French Masonry.
Grand Orient. At that meeting, a comBut when Marconis surrendered his munication was received from a Lodge in
powers as Grand Hierophant of the Eite Moldavia, called "The Disciples of Truth,"
of Memphis to the Grand Orient, that which Lodge is under the jurisdiction of
body permitted these Lodges to be resusci- the Grand Orient of France, having been
tated and reopened only on the conditions chartered by that body. This communicathat they would acknowledge their subor- tion stated that certain brethren of that
dination to the Grand Orient; that they Lodge had been invested by one Carence
would work only in the first three degrees with the degree of Eose Croix in the Eite
and never confer any degree higher than of Memphis, and that the diplomas had
that of Master Mason the members of been dated at the "Grand Orient of
these Lodges, however high might be their Egypt," and signed by Bro. Marconis as
The commission of
dignities in the Eite of Memphis, were to Grand Hierophant.
be recognized only as Master Masons every the Council of the Order, to whom the subMason of the Rite of Memphis was to de- ject was referred, reported that the conposit his Masonic titles with the Grand ferring of these degrees was null and void
;

;

;

3N
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that neither Carence nor Marconis had
any commission, authority, or power to
confer degrees of the Memphis Rite or to
organize hodies; and that Marconis had,
by oath, solemnly divested himself of aU
right to claim the title of Grand Hiero-

pretended he had ceded his Eite to the
Grand Orient of France for France alone,
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Bro. Harry J. Seymour assumed the title
of Grand Master of the Eite of Memphis
in America, and founded in New York a
corSovereign Sanctuary of this Eite.

A

phantof theEite; which oath, originally respondence ensued between this new power
taken in May, 1862, had at several subse- and the Grand Orient of France, and even
quent times, namely, in September, 1863,
March, 1864, September, 1865, and March,
1866, been renewed. As a matter of clemency, the Council determined not, for the
present at least, to prefer charges against
Marconis and Carence before the Grand
Orient, but to warn them of the error they
committed in making a trafiBc of Masonic
degrees. It also ordered the report to be
published and widely diflfused, so that the
Fraternity might be apprised that there
was no power outside of the Grand Orient
which could confer the high degrees of any

the name of this Sovereign Sanctuary appeared in our Calendar for 1867. But when
the Grand Orient of France learned that
this power went beyond the three symbolic
degrees, and that its confidence had been
deceived, the Grand Orient broke oflF all
connection with this power, and personally
with Bro. Harry J. Seymour; and, in fact,
since that period, neither the name of Bro.
Harry J. Seymour, as Grand Master, nor
the Masonic power which he founded, have
any longer appeared in the Masonic Calendar of the Grand Orient.

"Your

Eite.

An

attempt having been made, in 1872,
to establish the Rite in England, Bro. Montague, the Secretary General of the Supreme
Council, wrote to Bro. Thevenot, the Grand
Secretary of the Grand Orient of France,
for information as to its validity.
From
him he received a letter containing the following statements, from which official authority we gather the fact that the Eite of
Memphis is a dead Eite, and that no one
has authority in any country to propagate it.
" Neither in 1866, nor at any other period, has the Grand Orient of France recognized 'the Ancient and Primitive Eite of
Masonry,' concerning which you inquire,
and which has been recently introduced in
Lancashire.
" At a particular time, and with the intention of causing the plurality of Eites to
disappear, the Grand Orient of France annexed and absorbed the Eite of Memphis,
under the express condition that the Lodges
of that Eite, which were received under its
jurisdiction, should confer only the three
symbolic degrees of Apprentice, Fellow
Craft, and Master, according to its special
rituals, and refused to recognize any other
degree, or any other title, belonging to such

letter

leads

me

to believe that

Seymour is endeavoring, I
do not know with what object, to introduce
a new Eite into England, in that country
of the primitive and only true Masonry,
one of the most respectable that I know of.
Bro.

Harry

J.

a misfortune.
of France has made
the strongest efforts to destroy the Eite of
Memphis; it has succeeded. The Lodges
of the Eite, which it at first received
within its jurisdiction, have all abandoned
the Eite of Memphis to work according to
the French Eite. I sincerely desire that
it may be the same in the United Kingdom,
and you will ever find me ready to second
I consider this event as

"The Grand Orient

your

efforts.

" Referring to this letter, I have, very
illustrious brother, but one word to add,

and that

is,

that the Constitution of the

Grand Orient of France interdicts its founding Lodges in countries where a regular
Masonic power already exists; and if it
cannot found Lodges d fortiori, it cannot
grant charters to establish Grand Masonic
Powers in other terms, the Grand Orient
of France never has given to Bro. Harry
J. Seymour, nor to any other person, powera to constitute a Lodge, or to create a
:

make Masons.

Harry J.
have the signatures of the Grand Master and of the
Chief of the Secretary's office of the Grand
Orient of France on a diploma, as a fraEite, or to

Bro.

Rite.

Seymour may

"At the period when this treaty was
negotiated with the Supreme Chief of this
Eite by Bro. Marconis de Negre, Bro. H. J.
Seymour was at Paris, and seen by us, but no
power was conferred on him by the Grand
Orient of France concerning this Eite and,
what is more, the Grand Orient of France
does not give, and has never given, to any
single person the right to make Masons or
to create Lodges.
" Afterwards, and in consequence of the
had faith of Bro. Marconis de Nfegre, who

ternal via^; but certainly he has neither a
charter nor a power. I also beg you to make
every effort to obtain the textual copy of
the documents of which Bro. Harry J. Seymour takes advantage. It is by the inspection of this document it will be necessary
to judge the question, and I await new
communications on this subject from your
fraternal kindness."

;

perfectly well

;

:

MENATZCHIM

METAL

Menatzcliim. In

2 Chron. ii. 18, it
said that at the building of the Temple
there were " three thousand and six hundred
overseers to set the people awork." The
word translated "overseers" is, in the oriIs
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Therefore no Ma.=iter or
chosen by seniority, but for his
See Preferment.

Craft despised.

Warden

is

merit."

Mesuier, Friedrich Anton.
German physician who was born

A

in Suabia,

D'nVJ/2, MeNaTZCHIM. Ander- 1734, and, after a life a part of which was
workmen at the passed in notoriety and the closing years in
Temple, calls these Menatzchim "expert obscurity, died in 1815. He was thefounder
Master Masons " and so they have been of the doctrine of animal magnetism, called
considered in all subsequent rituals.
after him Mesmerism.
He visited Paris,
Mental Qualifications. See Qual- and became there in some degree intermixed with the Masonic charlatanism of
ificatio?is.
ginal,

son, in his catalogue of
;

Menu.

In the Indian mythology, Menu
the son of Brahma, and the founder of
the Hindu religion.
Thirteen other Menus
are said to exist, seven of whom have already reigned on earth. But it is the first
one whose instructions constitute the whole
civil and religious polity of the Hindus.
The code attributed to him by the Brahmans has been translated by Sir William
Jones, with the title of The Institutes of

Cagliostro, who used the magnetic operations of Mesmer's new science in his initia-

Menu,

fied

is

Mercy. The

point of a Knight Templar's sword is said to be characterized by
"
the quality of mercy unrestrained ;" which
reminds us of the Shakspearian expression
" the quality of mercy is not strained."
In the days of chivalry, mercy to the conquered foe was an indispensable quality of
a knight. An act of cruelty in oattle was
considered infamous, for whatever was contrary to the laws of generous warfare was
also contrary to the laws of chivalry.
Mercy, Prince of. See Prince of
Mercy.
Mercy-Seat. The lid or cover of the
ark of the covenant was called the Mercyseat or the Propitiatory, because on the day
of the atonement the High Priest poured
on it the blood of the sacrifice for the sins
of the people.
Meridian Sun. The sun in the
south is represented in Masonry by the
Junior Warden, for this reason when the
sun has arrived at the zenith, at which
time he is in the south, the splendor of his
beams entitle him to the appellation which
he receives in the ritual as the beauty and
glory of the day." Hence, as the Pillar of
Beauty which supports the Lodge is referred to the Junior Warden, that ofiicer is
said to represent " the sun in the south at
High Twelve," at which hour the Craft are
called by him to refreshment, and therefore
is he also placed in the South that he may
the better observe the time and mark the
progress of the shadow over the dial-plate
as it crosses the meridian line.
Merit. The Old Charges say, "all
preferment among Masons is grounded
upon real worth and personal merit only
that so the Lords may be well served, the
Brethren not put to shame, nor the Koyal

—

;

See Mesmeric Masonry.

tions.

Mesmeric Masonry.

In the year

Mesmer

established in Paris a society
which he called " the Order of Universal
Harmony." It was based on the principles
of animal magnetism or mesmerism, and
had a form of initiation by which the
founder claimed that its adepts were puri1782,

and rendered more fit to propagate the
doctrines of his science. French writers
have, I scarcely known why, dignified this
Order by the title of " Mesmeric Masonry."
Mesopolyte. The fourth degree of
the German Union of XXII.

Mesouraneo. A

Greek word, fiemvpaveu, signifying,
in the centre of heaven.
Hutchinson fancifully derives from it the

lam

word Masonry, which he says is a corruption of the Greek, and refers to the constellation Magaroth mentioned by Job; but he
fails to give a satisfactory reason for his
etymology. Nevertheless, Oliver favors it.
Metals. In the divestiture of metals as
a preliminary to initiation, we are symbolically taught that Masonry regards no man
on account of his wealth. The Talmudical
treatise " Beracoth," with a like spirit of
symbolism, directs in the Temple service
that no man shall go into the mountain of
the house, that is, into the Holy Temple,
"with money tied up in his purse."
are told in ScripMetal Tools.
ture that the Temple was " built of stone
made ready before it was brought thither
so that there was neither hammer, nor axe,
nor any tool of iron heard in the house
while it was in building." (1 Kings vi. 7.)
Masonry has adopted this as a symbol of
the peace and harmony which should reign
But
in a Lodge, itself a type of the world.
Clarke, in his commentary on the place,
suggests that it was intended to teach us
that the Temple was a type of the kingdom
of God, and that the souls of men are to
be prepared here for that place of blessed-

We

is no repentance, tears, nor
the stones must be all squared, and
fitted here for their place in the New Jerusalem and, being living stones, must be built
up a holy temple for the habitation of God.

ness.

prayers
;

ITiere
:

MIDDLE

METROPOLITAN
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Metropolitan Chapter

of

France.

Tdere existed inFrauce, towards
the end of the last century, a body calling itself the Grand Chapter General of France.
It was formed out of the debris of the
Council of Emperors of the East and West,
and the Council of Knights of the East,
which had been founded by Pirlet. In
1786, it united with the schismatic Grand
Orient, and then received the title of the
Metropolitan Chapter of France. It possessed in its archives a large collection of
manuscript cahigrs of degrees, most of them

being mere Masonic curiosities.

Mexico. The precise date of the first
appearance of organized Masonry in Mexico is unknown, but there is evidence that
it existed there prior to the establishment
of the Republic in 1824. It was introduced by the civil and military officers of
the monarchy, and was principally confined
to Europeans and their immediate descendants.
The working was in the Scottish
Rite, which was propagated with much circumspection and reserve. In 1825, Joel R.
Poinsett, who had been sent to Mexico as
resident Minister by the United States,
disseminated among the Mexicans who were
his friends an attachment for York Masonry so that in the same year authority was
obtained from the Grand Lodge of New
;

Michigan. On

September 7th, 1794.
Deputy Grand Master or
the Athol Grand Lodge of Canada, granted
a Warrant for the organization of Zion
Lodge, No. 10, at Detroit and this appears

Thomas

Ainslie,

;

have been the date of the introduction
of Masonry into that province.
This
Lodge probably ceased to exist about 1805,
and a dispensation for its revival was
issued in 1807 by De Witt Clinton, Grand
Master of New York. Other Lodges were
subsequently established, and on July 31st,
1826, a Grand Lodge was organized by
them and Lewis Cass elected Grand Master.
In consequence of the political pressure of
the anti-Masonic party at that time, the
Grand Lodge suspended its labors in 1829,
and remained in a dormant condition until
1840, when, at a general meeting of the
Masons of the State, it was resolved that
the old Grand officers who were still alive
should, on the principle that their prerogatives had never ceased but only been in
to

abeyance, grant dispensations for the revival of the Lodges and the renewal of labor.
But this course having been objected to as
irregular by most of the Grand Lodges of
the United States, a constitutional number
of Lodges met in June, 1841, and organized
the Grand Lodge, electing Gen. Lewis Cass

Grand Master.
The Grand Chapter was organized in
in the city of Mexico.
The Grand Lodge 1848, the Grand Council in 1858, and the
was organized, and Jose Ignacio Esteva Grand Commandery in 1857.
elected the first Grand Master.
Microcosm. See Man.
Soon afterwards a Grand Chapter was
Middle Ages. These are supposed
established, and Masonry extended with by the best historians to extend from the
such rapidity that, by the end of the year year 400 B. C. to the end of the fifteenth
1826, there were more than twenty-five century, the last important event being the
Lodges in the country, there being one at doubling of the Cape of Good Hope in 1497.

York

for the establishment of three

Lodges

least in the capital of each of the States
which composed the federation. Politics

seem, however, from the first, to have intruded into the Masonic temples, and this
at length excited the suspicions of the
government, by whom all secret societies
were prescribed. Masonry continued to
be practised for a few years in secret, but
gradually disappeared.
But Masonry is again in a prosperous
condition, and between twenty and thirty
Lodges are now in opera.tion under the

obedience of the Supreme Council of Mexico, which was established in 1860, by authority of the Supreme Council at Charleston, S. C.

This period of twelve centuries is one of
great importance to the Masonic student,
because it embraces within its scope events
intimately connected with the history of
the Order, such as the diffusion throughout
Europe of the Roman Colleges of Artificei-s,
the establishment of the architectural
school of Como, the rise of the gilds, the
organizations of the building corporations
of Germany, and the company of Freemasons of England, as well as many customs and usages which have descended
with more or less modification to the

modern

Institution.

Middle Chamber.
stories of side

There were three
chambers built around the

Micliael. SsD'D- Who is like unto Temple on three sides; what, therefore, is
God. The chief of the seven archangels. called in the authorized version a middle
_

He

the leader of the celestial host, as
Lucifer is of the infernal spirits, and the
especial protector of Israel.
He is prominently referred to in the twenty-eighth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, or Knight of the Sun.
is

chamber was really the middle story of those
three.

They

The Hebrew word

is VJ,*»,

yatiang.

are thus described in I Kings vi. 5,
" And against the wall of the house
6, 8.
he built chambers round about, against the
walls of the house round about, both of the

MILES

MINUTES

temple and of the oracle: and he made
chambers round about. The nethermost

sions of the Grand Lodge Constitution.
They are strictly limited to the purposes for
which the Warrants were granted, and no
new Lodge can be established in a regiment

chamber was

five

cubits broad,

and the

middle was six cubits broad, and the third
was seven cubits broad for without in the
wall of the house he made narrowed rests
round about, that the beams should not be
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without the concurrence of the commanding officer. They cannot make Masons of
any but military men who have attained
fastened in the walls of the house. The some rank in the army above that of a pridoor for the middle chamber was in the right vate soldier, although the latter may by
side of the house : and they went up with dispensation be admitted as Serving Brethwinding stairs into the middle chamber, and ren; and they are strictly enjoined not to
out of the middle into the third."
interfere with the Masonic jurisdiction of
These chambers, after the Temple was any country in which they may be stationed.
completed, served for the accommodation Military Lodges also exist on the continent
of the priests when upon duty in them of Europe.
find one at Berlin, in
they deposited their vestments and the sa- Prussia, as far back as 1775, under the
cred vessels. But the knowledge of the name of the " Military Lodge of the Blazpurpose to which the middle chamber was ing Star," of which Wadzeck, the Masonic
appropriated while the Temple was in the writer, was the orator.
course of construction, is only preserved in
Militia. In Mediseval Latin, this ivord
Masonic tradition. This tradition is, how- signifies chivalry or the body of knightever, altogether mythical and symbolical in hood.
Hence Militia Templi, a title someits character, and belongs to the symbolism
times given to Knights Templars, does not
of the Winding Stairs, which see.
signify, as it has sometimes been improperly
Miles. 1. In pure Latin, miles means translated, the army of the Temple, but the
a soldier; but in Mediaeval Latin the chivalry of the Temple.
word was used to designate the military
Miner Tal. The third degree of the
knights whose institution began at that lUuminati of Bavaria.
period. Thus a Knight Templar was called
Minister of State. An officer in the
Miles Templarius, and a Knight Banneret, Supreme Councils, Grand Consistories, and
Miles Bannerettus. The pure Latin word some of the high degrees of the Ancient
egues, which signified a knight in Rome, was and Accepted Scottish Rite.
never used in that sense in the Middle
Minnesota. Masonry was introduced
Ages. See Knighthood.
into this State in 1849 by the constitution in
2. The seventh degree of the Rite of Afthe city of St. Paul of a Lodge under a
rican Architects.
Warrant issued by the Grand Lodge of
Military I<odges. Lodges estab- Ohio. Two other Lodges were subselished in an army. They are of an early quently constituted by the Grand Lodges
date, having long existed in the British of Wisconsin and Illinois.
convention
army. In America, the first Lodge of this of delegates from these Lodges was held at
kind of which we have any record was one St. Paul, and a Grand Lodge organthe Warrant for which was granted by the ized on Feb. 12, 1853. A. E. Ames was
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 1738, to elected Grand Master. The Grand ChapAbraham Savage, to be used in the expedi- ter was organized Dec. 17, 1859, and the
tion against Canada.
similar one was Grand Commandery was organized in
granted by the same authority, in 1756, to 1866.
Richard Gridley, for the expedition against
Minor. The fifth degree of the GerCrown Point. In both of these instances man Rose Croix.
the Warrants were of a general character,
Minor, Illnminate. [lUuminatus
and might rather be considered as deputa- Minor.) The fourth degree of the Illumitions, as they authorized Savage and Grid- nati of Bavaria.
ley to congregate Masons into one or more
Minute Book. The records of a
Lodges.
In 1779, the Grand Lodge of Lodge are kept by the Secretary in a
Pennsylvania granted a Warrant to Col. journal, which is called the Minute Book.
Proctor, of the artillery, to open a Military The French call it Blanche trade, and the
Lodge, which in the Warrant is called a Minutes a Morceau d' Architecture.
"Movable Lodge." In the civil war in
Minutes. The records of a Lodge are
the United States between 1861 and 1865, called its minutes. The minutes of the promany Military Lodges were established on ceedings of the Lodge should always be
both sides; but it is questionable whether read just before closing, that any alterathey had a good eflfect. They met, cer- tions or amendments may be proposed by
tainly, with much opposition in many ju- the brethren
and again immediately after
risdictions. In England, the system of Mil- opening at the next communication, that
itary Lodges is rejgulated by special provi- they may be confirmed.
But the minutes
:

We

;

_

A

A

;
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of a regular communication are not to be read
at a succeeding extra one, because, as the
proceedings of a regular communication
canaot be discussed at an extra, it would
be unnecessary to read them, for, if incorrect, they could not be amended until the

next regular communication.

Misconduct. The Constitution of
the Grand Lodge of England provides that
" if any brother behave in such a manner
as to disturb the harmony of the Lodge, he
shall be thrice formally admonished by the
and if he persist in his irregular
conduct, he shall be punished according to
Master

;

the by-laws of that particular Lodge, or
the case may be reported to higher Masimilar rule prevails
sonic authority."

A

wherever Masonry

exists.

Every Lodge

exercise instant discipline over any
member or visitor who violates the rules
of order and propriety, or disturbs the

may

harmony of the Lodge, by extrusion from
the room.

Miserable Scald Masons.

See

Soald Miserables.
Mislina. See Talmud.

Mississippi. Masonry

was

intro-

Mistletoe.

A sacred plant among the

was to them a symbol of immortality, and hence an analogue of the
Masonic Acacia. "The mistletoe," says
Druids.

It

Vallancey, in his Grammar of the Irish
Language, " was sacred to the Druids, because not only its berries but its leaves also
grow in clusters of three united to one
The Christian Irish hold the shamstock.
rock (clover, trefoil) sacred, in like manner, because of the three leaves united to

one stalk."

Mithras, Mysteries of. There are
none of the Ancient Mysteries which afford
a more interesting subject of investigation
to the Masonic scholar than those of the
Persian god Mithras. Instituted, as it is
supposed, by Zeradusht or Zoroaster, as an
initiation into the principles of the religion

which he had founded among the ancient
they in time extended into
Europe, and lasted so long that traces of
them have been found in the fourth century.
"With their penances," says Mr. King,
Persians,

(Gnostics, p. 47,) "and tests of the courage
of the candidate for admission, they have
been maintained by a constant tradition
through the secret societies of the Middle
Ages and the Rosicrucians down to the
modern faint reflex of the latter the Free-

back
which year the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky chartered a Lodge at Natchez,
which became extinct in 1814. The Grand masons."
Of the identity of Mithras with other
Lodge of Kentucky subsequently granted
charters to two other Lodges in 1812 and deities there have been various opinions.
1815. Two Lodges were also constituted Herodotus says he was the Assyrian Venus
by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. The and the Arabian Alitta Porphyry calls
delegates of three of these Lodges met in him the Deraiurgos, and Lord of Generaconvention at the city of Natchez in July tion; the Greeks identified him with Phoeand August, 1818, and on the 25th of the bus and Higgins supposed that he was

duced into

this State at least as far

as 1801, in

—

;

;

month organized the Grand Lodge generally considered the same as Osiris.
of Mississippi, Henry Tooley being elected But to the Persians, who first practised his
Grand Master. The Grand Chapter was mysteries, he was a sun god, and worshipped
organized at Vickaburg, May 18, 1846 the as the god of Light. He was represented
Grand Council of R. and S. Master Jan. as a young man covered with a Phrygian
19, 1856; and the Grand Commandery Jan. turban, and clothed in a mantle and tunic.
22, 1857. Scottish Masonry was introduced He presses with his knee upon a bull, one
into the State in 1815 by the establishment of wnose horns he holds in his right hand,
of a Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem while with the right he plunges a dagger

latter

;

under the obedience of the Southern Su-

preme Council.

Missouri.

Masonry was introduced

into this State in 1807 by the constitution
of a Lodge in the town of St. Genevieve,
under a charter granted by the Grand Lodge

of Pennsylvania, which body granted a
charter for another Lodge in 1809. Several charters were subsequently granted by
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. In 1821
there appear to have been but three
Lodges in the State. Delegates from these
organized, April 23, 1821, a Grand Lodge
at St. Louis and elected Thomas F. Riddick Grand Master. The Grand Chapter
was organized May 18, 1846. and the

Grand Commandery May

22, 1860.

into his neck, while a dog standing near
laps up the dripping blood.

This symbol has been thus interpreted.
His piercing the throat with bis dagger
signifies the penetration of the solar rays

into the bosom of the earth, by which
action all nature is nourished the last idea
being expressed by the dog licking up the
blood as it flows from the wound. But it
will be seen hereafter that this last symbol
admits of another interpretation.
;

The mysteries of Mithras were always
celebrated in caves. They were divided
into seven stages or degrees, (Suidas says
twelve,) and consisted of the most rigorous
proofs of fortitude and courage. Nonnus
the Greek poet says, in his Dionysiaca, that

;

MITHRAS

MITHRAS

these proofs were eighty in number, gradually increasing in severity.
No one, says
Gregory Nazianzen, could be initiated into
the mysteries of Mithras unless he had

pastoral stafi" or crozier, alluding to the influence of the sun in the labors of agriculture, and the golden serpent, which was
placed in his bosom as an emblem of his
having been regenerated and made a disciple of Mithras, because the serpent, by
casting its skin annually, was considered in
these mysteries as a symbol of regeneration.
He was instructed in the secret doctrines
of the rites of Mithras, of which the history of the creation, already recited, formed
a part. The mysteries of Mithras passed
from Persia into Europe, and were introduced into Rome in the time of Pompey.
Here they flourished, with various success,
until the year 378, when they were proscribed by a decree of the Senate, and the
sacred cave, in which they had been celebrated, was destroyed by the Praetorian

passed through all the trials, and proved
himself passionless and pure. The aspirant at first underwent the purifications by
fire, and by fasting
after which
he was introduced into a cavern representing the world, on whose walls and roof
were inscribed the celestial signs. Here
he submitted to a species of baptism, and
received a mark on his forehead.
He was
presented with a crown on the point of a
sword, which he was to refuse, declaring
at the same time, "Mithras alone is my
crown." He was prepared, by anointing
him with oil, crowning him with olive, and
clothing him in enchanted armor, for the
seven stages of initiation through which
he was about to pass. These commenced

water, by

;
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prefect.

The Mithraic monuments that are still
manner In the first cavern extant in the museums of Europe evidently
he heard the howling of wild beasts, and show that the immortality of the soul was
in the following

:

was enveloped in total darkness, except
when the cave was illuminated by the fitful

one of the doctrines taught in the Mithraic
initiation.
The candidate was at one time

glare of terrific flashes of lightning. He
was hurried to the spot whence the sounds
proceeded, and was suddenly thrust by his
silent guide through a door into a den of
wild beasts, where he was attacked by the
initiated in the disguise of lions, tigers,
hyenas, and other ravenous beasts. Hurried
through this apartment, in the second
cavern he was again shrouded in darkness,
and for a time in fearful silence, until it
was broken by awful peals of thunder,
whose repeated reverberations shook the
very walls of the cavern, and could not
fail to inspire the aspirant with terror. He
was conducted through four other caverns,
in which the methods of exciting astonish-

made

ment and fear were ingeniously varied.
He was made to swim over a raging flood
was subjected to a rigorous fast exposed
to all the horrors of a dreary desert and
;

;

finally, if

we may

trust the authority of

Nicaetas, after being severely beaten with
rods, was buried for many days up to the
neck in snow. In the seventh cavern or
Sacellum, the darkness was changed to
light,

and the candidate was introduced

into the presence of the Archimagus, or
chief priest, seated on ii splendid throne,
and surrounded by the assistant dispensers
of the mysteries.
Here the obligation
of secrecy was administered, and he was

made acquainted with the sacred words.

He

received also the appropriate investiMaurice, (Ind. Aniiq., V.,
ch. i.,) consisted of the Kara or conical cap,
and candys or loose tunic of Mithras, on
which was depicted the celestial constellations, the zone, or belt, containing a representation of the figures of the zodiac, the
ture, which, says

to personate a corpse, whose restoration to life dramatically represented the
Figures of this corpse are
resurrection.
found in several of the monuments and
There is circumstantial evitalismans.
dence that there was a Mithraic death in
the initiation, just as there was a Carbiric
death in the mysteries of Samothrace, and
a Dionysiac in those of Eleusis. Commodus, the Eoman emperor, had been initiated
into the Mithraic mysteries at Rome, and
is said to have taken great pleasure in the
ceremonies. Lampridius, in his Lives of
the Emperors, records, as one of the mad
freaks of Commodus, that during the Mithraic ceremonies, where " a certain thing
was to be done for the sake of inspiring
terror, he polluted the rites by a real murder;" an expression which evidently shows
that a scenic representation of a fictitious
murder formed a part of the ceremony of

The dog swallowing the blood
of the bull was also considered as a symbol
of the resurrection.
It is in the still existing talismans and
gems that we find the most interesting memorials of the old Mithraic initiation. One
of these is thus described by Mr. C. W.
King, in his valuable work on the Gnostics
and their Remains, (London, 1864 :)
" There is a talisman which, from its frequent repetition, would seem to be a badge
of some particular degree amongst the initiated, perhaps of the first admission.
man blindfolded, with hands tied behind
his back, is bound to a pillar, on which
stands a gryphon holding a wheel; the latter a most ancient emblem of the sun.
Probably it was in this manner that the
initiation.

A

—
MIZRAIM

MITRE
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candidate was tested by the appearance of
imminent death when the bandage was suddenly removed from his eyes."
As Mithras was considered as synonymous with the sun, a great deal of solar
clustered around his
his doctrines, and his initiation.

symbolism

name,
Thus,

MEiePA2 was

found, by the numerical
value of the letters in the Greek alphabet,
to be equal to 365, the number of days in a
solar year; and the decrease of the solar
influence in the winter, and its revivification in the summer, was made a symbol of
the resurrection from death to life.
Mitre. The head 'ceistering of the high
priest of the Jews was icalled XlflJVH,
metznephet, which, coming ifrom the verb
NAPHAT, to roll around, signiiSeiS tsomething rolled around the head, a turban and
this was really the form of the Jewish mitre.
It is described by
;

Leusden, in his Philologus HebrcBO-Mixtus, as being made of dark linen
twisted in many folds
around the head. Many
writers contend that the
mitre was peculiar to the high priest; but
Josephus and the Mishna assert that it was
worn by all the priests, that of the high
priest being distinguished from the rest by
the golden band, or holy crown, which was
attached to its lower rim and fastened
around the forehead, and on which was
inscribed the words niri''? tyiP,
L'YEHOVAH, Holiness to Jehovah, or, as

KADOSH

it is

Lord.

;;

commonly translated. Holiness to the
The mitre is worn by the High

Priest of a Royal Arch Chapter, because he
represents the Jewish high priest but the
form is inaccurate. The vestment, as usually made, is a representation rather of the
modem Episcopal than of the Jewish mitre.
The modern mitre which is but an imitation of the Phrygian cap, and peculiar to
bishops of the Christian Church, and which
«hou Id therefore be worn by the
Prelate of a Commandery of
Knights Templars, who is sup;

—

posed to hold Episcopal rank
form from the Jewish
vestment. It is a conical cap,
divided in the middle so as to
come to two points or horns,
one in front and one behind,
which, Durandus says, are
symbolic of the two laws of the Old and
New Testament.
Mizraim. Often by Masonic writers
improperly spelled Misraim. It is the ancient Hebrew name of Egypt, and was
adopted as the name of a Rite to indicate
the hypothesis that it was derived from
the old Egyptian initiation.
difFers in

Miasraim, Rite of.

This Rite

origi-

nated, says Cflavel, at Milan, in the year
1805, in consequence of several brethren
having been refused admission into the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, which had just been established in
that city. One Lechangeur has the credit
of organizing the Rite and selecting the
statutes by which it was to be governed.
It consisted at first of only eighty-seven degrees, to which three others were subsequently added. Sixty-six of the ninety degrees thus formed are said to have been

taken from the Ancient and Accepted Rite,
while the remaining twenty-four were either
borrowed from other systems or were the
invention of Lechangeur and his colleagues,
Joly and Bedarride. The system of Mizraim spread over Italy, and in 1814 was introduced into France. Dissensions in the
Rite soon took place, and an attempt was
unsuccessfully made to obtain the recognition of the Grand Orient of France. This
having been refused, the Supreme Council
was dissolved in 1817 but the Lodges of the
Rite still continued to confer the degrees,
although, according to the constitution of
French Masonry, tneir non-recognition by
the Grand Orient had the effect of making
them illegal. But- eventually the Rite
ceased altogether to exist as an active and
independent system, and its place in Masoniq history seems only to be preserved by
two massive volumes on the subject, written by Mark Bedarride, the most intelligent and indefatigable of its founders, who
published at Paris, in 1835, a history of the
Rite, under the title of "De I'Ordre de
Misraim."
The Rite of Mizraim consisted of 90 degrees, divided into 4 series and 17 classes.
Some of these degrees are entirely original,
but many of them are borrowed from the
;

Scottish Rite.

For the gratification of the curious inspector, the following list of these degrees
is

The

subjoined.

literally as possible
I.

Seeies

are translated as

titles

from the French.

— Symbolic.

Apprentice 2, Fellow Craft
2d Class; 4, Secret Master; 5,
3, Master.
Perfect Master; 6, Master through Curiosity 7, Provost and Judge or Irish Master
Sd Class : 9, Elect of
8, English Master.
Nine; 10, Elect of the Unknown; 11, Elect
1st Class

.-

1,

;

;

of Fifteen 12, Perfect Elect; 13, Illustrious
Elect.
4th Class : 14, Scottish Trinitarian
15, Scottish Fellow Craft 16, Scottish Master; 17, Scottish panisifere; 18, Master
Ecossais 19, Ecossais of the three J. J. J.
20, Ecossais of the Sacred Vault of James
VI. 21, Ecossais of St. Andrew. 5th Class ;
22, Little Architect; 23, Grand Architect;
;

;

;

;

:;;
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Architecture; 25, Apprentice Perfect
Architect 26, Fellow Craft Perfect Architect 27, Master Perfect Architect 28, Perfect Architect; 29, Sublime Ecossais; 30,
Sublime Ecossais of Heroden. 6th Class:

The chiefs of this Rite demanded the
privilege
which, of course, was never conceded to them of directing and controlling

24,

;

;

;

Grand Royal Arch; 32, Grand Axe; 33,
Sublime Knight of Election, chief of the
first symbolic series.
31,

II.

Series

—Philosophic.

7th Class.- 34, Knight of the Sublime
Election 35, Prussian Knight 36, Knight
of tlie Temple; 37, Knight of the Eagle;
38, Knight of the Black Eagle; 39, Knight
of the Red Eagle 40, White Knight of the
East; 41, Knight of the East. Sfh Class:
42, Commander of the East; 43, Grand
Commander of the East 44, Architecture
of the Sovereign Commanders of the Temple 45, Prince of Jerusalem.
9th Class
46, Sovereign Prince Rose Croix of Kilwinning and Heroden ; 47, Knight of the West
48, Sublime Philosopher; 49, Chaos the
first, discreet
50, Chaos the second, wise
51, Knight of the Sun.
lOth Class : 62, Supreme Commander of the Stars 53, Sublime Philosopher 54, First degree of the
Key of Masonry, Minor ; 55, Second degree,
Washer; 56, Third degree, Bellows-blower;
57, Fourth degree, Caster ; 58, True Mason
Adept; 69, Sovereign Elect; 60, Sovereign
of Sovereigns; 61, Grand Master of Sym;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

bolic

Lodges

Powerful

;

62,

Most High and Most

Grand

Priest Sacrificer; 63,
of Palestine; 64, Grand Knight of

Knight
the White and Black Eagle; 65, Grand
Elect Knight Kadosh 66, Grand Inquiring
Commander, Chief of the Second Series.
;

III.

Semes — Mystical.

;

;

IV. Series ^Kabbalistic.

and Idth

Classes

:

78, 79, 80, 81, 82,

degrees whose names are concealed from all but the possessors.
17th
Class: 87, Sovereign Grand Princes, constituted Grand Masters, and legitimate
representatives of the order for the First
Series 88, Ditto for the Second Series 89,
Ditto for the Third Series; 90, Absolute
Sovereign Grand Master, Supreme Power
of the Order, and Chief of the Fourth
83, 84, 85, 86,

;

;

Series.

30

—

the other Rites of Freemasonry, as
their common source.
Its friends claimed
for it an eminently philosophical character.
The organization of the Rite is, however,
too complicated and diffuse to have ever
been practically convenient. Many of its
degrees were founded upon, or borrowed
from, the Egyptian rites, and its ritual is
a very close imitation of the ancient system
of initiation.
The legend of the third degree in this
Rite is abolished.
is said to have returned to his family, after the completion
of the Temple, and to have passed the remainder of his days in peace and opulence.
The legend, substituted by the Ilite of Mizraim for that admitted by all the other
rites, is carried back to the days of Lamech, whose son Jubal, under the name of
Hario-Jubal-Abi, is reported to have been
slain by three traitors Hagava, Hakina,
and Harerada.
Lenning calls the Rite of Mizraim " one
of the latest of the monstrous visionary
schemes introduced into Freemasonry "and
Ragon characterizes it as a "fantastical connection of various rites and degrees."
all

HAB

;

Moabon.

This word

is

found in some

of the high degrees according to the French
ritual, where it is explained as expressing
" the satisfaction we feel in seeing the crime
and the criminal punished." There is no
such word in Hebrew, and the explanation
is a fanciful one. The word is undoubtedly
a Gallic corruption, first in sound and then
in letters, of the Master's Word.
name given, says
Mock. Masons.
Noorthouck, to the unfaithful brethren and
profanes who, in 1747, got up a procession
in ridicule of that made at the Grand Feast.
See Scald Miserable.

A

\lth Class: 67, Benevolent Knight; 68,
Knight of the Rainbow; 69, Knight Chanuka, called Hynaroth ; 70, Most Wise Israelitish Prince. 12th Class : 71, Sovereign
Princes Talmudim ; 72, Sovereign Prince
Zadkim 73, Grand Haram. V6th Class
74, Sovereign Princes Haram 75, Sovereign
Princes Hasidim; 77, Grand Inspector Intendant. Regulator General of the Order,
Chief of the Third Series.

15th

—
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Modern
French

Rite.

(Site

Mbdeme.)

See

Rite.

Moderns. The

Masons who seceded

from the legal Grand Lodge of
England, which had been organized in
1717, called the Masons who remained
in 1738

faithful in their allegiance to that body
Moderns, while for themselves they assumed
the title of Ancients. See Ancients.

Molart, William.

In Preston's

Il-

lustrations (p. 151) is the following state-

ment: "The Latin Register of William
Molart, prior of Canterbury, in manuscript,
p. 88, entitled Liberatio generalis
Gulielmi Prioris JScclesicB Christi

Domini

Cantuerga Festum Natalis Domini 1429,
informs us that in the year 1429, during
the minority of this prince, [Henry VI.,]
a respectable Lodge was held at Canterbury,
under the patronage of Henry Chicheley,
ariensis,

MONTANA

MOLAY

606

the archbishop; at which were present
Thomas Stapylton, the Master John Morris, with fifteen fellow-crafts, and three entered apprentices all of whom are partic;

;

ularly named."
The fact of the existence of such a Register rests entirely upon the testimony of
Preston. If authentic, it supplies an important point of Masonic history in reference to the organization of the Craft at

that period.

Molay, James de. The twenty-second and

last

Grand Master of the Templars

at the destruction of the Order in the fourteenth century. He was born about the
year 1240, at Besanqon, in Burgundy, being
descended from a noble family. He was
received into the Order of Knights Templars in 1265, by Imbert de Peraudo, Preceptor of France, in the Chapel of the Temple at Beaune. He immediately proceeded
to Palestine, and greatly distinguished himself in the wars against the infidels, under

the Grand Mastership of William de Beauieu.
In 1298, while absent from the Holy

Land, he was unanimously elected Grand
Master upon the death of Theobald GaudiIn 1305, he was summoned to France
nius.
by Pope Clement V., upon the pretence
of a desire, on the part of the Pontiff, to
effect a coalition between the Templars and
the Hospitallers.
He was received by
Philip the Fair, the treacherous King of
France, with the most distinguished honors,
and even selected by him as the god-father
of one of his children. In April, 1307, he
repaired, accompanied by three of his
knights, to Poitiers, where the Pope was
then residing, and as he supposed satisfactorily exculpated the Order from the charges
which had been preferred against it. But
both pope and king were guilty of the most

infamous

deceit.

On

the 12th of September, 1307, the
order was issued for the arrest of the Templars, and De Molay endured an imprisonment for five years and a half, during which
period 'he was subjected to the utmost indignities and suiTerings for the purpose of
extorting from him a confession of the
guilt of his Order.
But he was firm and
loyal, and on the 11th of March, 1334, he
was publicly burnt in front of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, in Paris.
When
about to die, he solemnly affirmed the innocence of the Order, and, it is said, summoned Pope Clement to appear before the
judgment-seat of God in forty days and
the King of France within a year, and
both, it is well known, died within the
periods specified.
The monad in the Pythagorean system of numbers was unity or the
number one. See Numbers and One.

Monad.

Monitor. Those manuals

published
convenience of Lodges, and containing the charges, general regulations,
emblems, and account of the public ceremonies of the Order, are called Monitors.
The amount of ritualistic information contained in these works has gradually increased: thus the monitorial instructions
in Preston's Illustrations, the earliest Monitor in the English language, are far more
scanty than those contained in Monitors of
the present day. Asa general rule, it may
be said that American works of this class
give more instruction than English ones,
but that the French and German manuals
are more communicative than either.
Of the English and American manuals
published for monitorial instruction, the
This has
first was by Preston, in 1772.
been succeeded by the following authors:
Webb, 1797; Dalcho, 1807; Cole, 1817;
Hardie, 1818; Cross, 1819; Tannehill,
1824; Parmele, 1825; Charles W. Moore,
1846; Cornelius Moore, 1846; Dove, 1847;
Davis, 1849; Stewart, 1851; Mackey, 1852;
Macoy, 1858 Sickels, 1866.
for the

;

Monitorial Instruction. The instruction contained in Monitors is called
monitorial, to distinguish it from esoteric
instruction, which is not permitted to be
written, and can be obtained only in the
precincts of the Lodge.
Monitorial Sign.
sign given in
the English system, but not recognized in
this country.
Oliver says of it that it "reminds us of the weakness of human nature,

A

unable of itself to resist the power of Darkness, unless aided by that Light which is
from above."
Monitor, Secret. See Secret Monitor.
Monogram. An abbreviation of a
name by means of a cipher composed of

_^
U
^J^

two or more
with

letters

each other.

monogram of

tinian

intertwined

The ConstanChrist

is

used by Knichts Templars.
^1^ often
The Triple Tau,
Eoyal Arch
^1^
o"r

also a, monogram; althere is a difference of opinion as
its real meaning, some suppos-

badge,

though

is

Rto

is a monogram of
Hierosolymse or the
Temple of Jerusalem, others of

ing that

it

Templum

Hiram
bestowing on

it

of Tyre, and others, again,
different significations.

Montana. April 27, 1863, the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska granted a Warrant for
a Lodge at Bannack, in Montana but in
;

consequence of the removal of the petitioners, the Lodge was never organized.
Three
other Lodges were subsequently established
by Warrants from the Grand Lodges of

Kansas and Colorado. On January 24,
1866, three Lodges met in convention at

MONTPAUgON

MOON

Virginia City, and organized the Grand
Lodge of Montana, John J. Hull being
elected Grand Master.

French Masonic documents such dates as
" Le lOme jour du Bme mois Mathis
gonnique," that is, the 10th day of the 3d
Masonic month, or the 10th of May.

Eoyal Arch Masonry and Templarism
were introduced, the one by the General
Grand Chapter, and the other by the Grand
Encampment of the United States.

Montfau^on, Prior of. One of
the two traitors on wliose false accusations
was based the persecution of the Templars.
See Squin de Fleoiian.
Months, Hebrew. Masons of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite use in
their documents the Hebrew months of the
civil year. Hebrew months commence with
the fiill moon ; and as the civil year began
about the time of the autumnal equinox,
the first Hebrew month must have begun
with the new moon in September, which is
also used by Scottish Masons as the beginning of their year. Annexed is a table of
the Hebrew months, and their correspondence with our own calendar.

Sept. and Oct.
Khesvan, Oct. and Nov.

Tisri,

Kislev,

Tebeth,
Schebet,

JD'J

Adar,
Nisan,
Si van,

April and May.
May and June.

Tamuz,

June and July.

Ab,

July and Aug.

Ijar,

nan

Nov. and Dec.
Dec. and Jan.
Jan. and Feb.
Feb. and March.
March and April.
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:

Montpellier, Hermetic Rite

of.

The Hermetic Eite of Pernetty, which had
been established at Avignon in 1770, was
1778 transported to Montpellier, in
France, by a Past Master, and some of the
members of the Lodge of Persecuted Virtue
in the former place, who laid the foundations of the Academy of True Masons,
(which see.) Hence the degrees given in
that Academy constituted what is known
as the Hermetic Eite of Montpellier.
It is impossible to say
exactly at what period the idea of a monument in the third degree was first introduced into the symbolism of Freemasonry.
The early expositions of the eighteenth
century, although they refer to a funeral,
make no allusion to a monument. The
monument adopted in the American system, and for which we are indebted, it is
said, to the inventive genius of Cross, consists of a weeping virgin, holding in one
hand a sprig of acacia and in the other an
urn; before her is a broken column, on
which rests a copy of the Book of Constitutions, while Time behind her is attempting to disentangle the ringlets of her hair.
The explanation of these symbols will be
found in their proper places in this work.
in

Monument.

Oliver, in his Landmarks, (ii. 146,) cites
this monument without any reference to
its American origin.
Early in the last
century the Master's monument was intro-

duced into the French system, but its form
was entirely different from the one adopted
in this country. It is described as an obelisk,
As the Jews computed time by the ap- on which is inscribed a golden triangle, in
pearance of the moon, it is evident that the centre of which the Tetragrammaton is
On the top of the obelisk is
there soon would be a confusion as to the engraved.
keeping of these feasts, if some method sometimes seen an urn pierced by a sword.
had not been taken to correct it since the In the Scottish Eite an entire degree has
lunar year is only 354 days, 8 hours, and 48 been consecrated to the subject of the Himinutes, and the solar year is 365 days, 6 ramic monument. Altogether, the monuhours, 15 minutes, and 20 seconds. Ac- ment is simply the symbolic expression of
cordingly, they intercalated a month after the idea that veneration should always be
their 12th month, Adar, whenever they paid to the memory of departed worth.
Moon. The adoption of the moon in
found that the 15th day of the following
month, Abib, would fall before the vernal the Masonic system as a symbol is analoThis intercalated month was gous to, but could hardly be derived from,
equinox.
named ^"^^{^, Ve-adar, or "the second the employment of the same symbol in the
Adar," and was inserted every second or ancient religions. In Egypt, Osiris was
in Syria,
third year, as they saw occasion; so that the sun, and Isis the moon
the diiference between the lunar and solar Adonis was the sun, and Ashtoroth the
year could never, in this way, be more moon; the Greeks adored her as Diana,
and Hecate; in the mysteries of Ceres,
than a month.
Months, Masonic. In the French while the hierophant or chief priest repreEite the old calendar is retained, and the sented the Creator, and the torch-bearer
year begins with the month of March, the the sun, the ho epi bomos, or officer nearest
months being designated numerically and the altar, represented the moon. In short,
not by their usual names. Thus we find in moon-worship was as widely disseminated
Elul,

August and

Sept.

;

;

•

MOORE

MORIAH

as sun-worship. Masons retain her image
in their Kites, because the Lodge is a
representation of the universe, wliere, as
the sun rules over the day, the moon presides over the night; as the one regulates
the year, so does the other the months, and
as the former is the king of the starry hosts
of heaven, so is the latter their queen but
both deriving their heat, and light, and
power from him, who, as the third and the

one who reads our ancient Charges can fail
to see that Freemasonry is a strictly moral
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greatest light, the master of heaven and
earth, controls them both.
He was, in 1808,
Moore,

James.

the Senior Grand Warden of the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky, and in conjunction
with Carey L. Clarke compiled, by order
of that body, the Masonic Constitutions or
Ilbistralions of Masonry, Lexington, 1808,
pp. 191, 12mo. This was the first Masonic
work published in the Western States.
With the exception of the Constitution of
the Grand Lodge, it is little more than a
compilation taken from Anderson, Preston,
and Webb. It was adopted by the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky as its official Book of
Constitutions.

Mopses.

In 1736 Pope Clement XII.

issued a bull, condemning and forbidding
the practice of the rites of Freemasonry.
Several brethren in the Catholic States of

Germany, unwilling to renounce the Order, and yet fearful of offending the eccleformed at Vienna, September 22, 1738, under the name of Mopses,
what was pretended to be a new association, but which was in truth nothing else
than an imitation of Freemasonry under a
It was patronless oflfensive appellation.
ized by the most illustrious persons of Gersiastical authority,

many, and many Princes of the Empire
were its Grand Masters the Duke of Bavaria especially took it under his protection.
The title is derived from the German word
mops, signifying a young mastiff, and was
indicative of the mutual fidelity and attachment of the brethren, these virtues
;

being characteristic of that noble animal.
The alarm made for entrance was to imitate the barking of a dog.
In 1776, the Mopses oecame an androgynous Order, and admitted females to all
the offices, except that of Grand Master,
which was held for life. There was, how-

Grand Mistress, and the male and
female heads of the Order alternately assumed, for six months each, the supreme
authority.
With the revival of the spirit
of Masonry, which had been in some degree paralyzed by the attacks of the church,
the society of Mopses ceased to exist.
Morality. In the American system it
is one of the three precious jewels of a
Master Mason.
ever, a

Morality of Freemasonry.

No

and that the principles which
inculcates inevitably tend to make the
brother who obeys their dictates a more
virtuous man. Hence the English lectures
very properly define Freemasonry to be "a
science of morality."
Institution,

it

Moral I<aw. "A Mason," say the
old Charges of 1722, " is obliged by his
tenure to obey the moral law." Now, this
moral law is not to be considered as confined to the decalogue of Moses, within
narrow limits the ecclesiastical
writers technically restrain it, but rather as
alluding to what is called the lex naturcB,
or the law of nature. This law of nature
has been defined, by an able but not recent
writer on this subject, to be "the will of
God, relating to human actions, grounded
on the moral differences of things ; and be-

which

cause discoverable by natural light, obli(Grove: Sysgatory upon all mankind."
tem of Moral Philosophy, vol. ii., p. 122.
London, 1749.) This is the "moral law,"
to which the old Charge already cited refers,
and which it declares to be the law of
Masonry. And this was wisely done, for
it is evident that no law less universal
could have been appropriately selected for
the government of an Institution whose

prominent characteristic

is its

Moravian Brethren.

universality.

The

reli-

gious sect of Moravian Brethren, which was
founded in Upper Lusatia, about 1722, by
Count Zinzendorf, is said at one time to
have formed a society of religious Freemasons. For an account of which, see

Mustard

Seed, Order of.

Morgan, William. Bom

in Cul-

pepper County, in Virginia, in 1775. He
published in 1826 a pretended Exposition
of Masonry, which attracted at the time
more attention than it deserved. Morgan
soon after disappeared, and the Masons
were charged by some enemies of the Order
with having removed him by foul means.
What was the real fate of Morgan has
never been ascertained. There are various
myths of his disappearance, and subsequent
residence in other countries. They may or
may not be true, but it is certain that there
is no evidence of his death that would be
admitted in a Court of Probate. He was
a man of questionable character and dissolute habits, and his enmity to Masonry is
said to have originated from the refusal of

the Masons of

membership

Le Koy

in their

to

admit him to

Lodge and Chapter.

Moriah, Mount. An

eminence

sit-

uated in the south-eastern part of Jerusalem. In the time of David it must have
been cultivated, for it is called " the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite," from whom

MORIN

MORTALITY

that monarch purchased it for the purpose
of placing there an altar. Solomon subsequently erected there his magniticent Temple. Mount Moriah was always profoundly
venerated by the Jews, among whom there
is an early tradition that on it Abraham

was a Jew ; but as these writers have judaized all the founders of the Scottish Rite in

was directed

to

oflFer

up

his sou.

The

truth

of this tradition has, it is true, been recently denied by some Biblical writers, but it
has been as strenuously maintained by
others. The Masons, however, have always
accepted it, and to them, as the site of the
Temple, it is especially sacred, and, combining with this the Abrahamic legend,
they have given to Mount Moriah the appellation of the ground-floor of the Lodge,
and assign it as the place where what are
called
the three grand offerings were

made."

Morin, Stepben. The founder of
the Scottish Rite in America. On the 27th
of August, 1761, the " Deputies General of
the Royal Art, Grand Wardens, and officers
of the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of St.
John of Jerusalem established at Paris,"
(so reads the document itself) granted a
Patent to Stephen Morin, by which he was
to multiply the sublime degrees of High Perfection, and to create Inspectors in all places where the sublime
degrees are not established." This Patent
was granted, Thofy, Ragon, Clavel, and
Lenning say, by the Grand Council of Emperors of the East and West. Others say by
the Grand Lodge. Dalcho says by the
Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal
Secret at Paris. Brother Albert Pike, who
has very elaborately investigated the question says that the authority of Morin was
" a joint authority " of the two then contending Grand Lodges of France and the

empowered "

Grand Council, which is, I suppose, what
Dalcho and the Supreme Council of Charleston call the Grand Consistory. From the
Grand Lodge he received the power to
establish a symbolic Lodge, and from the
Grand Council or Consistory the power to
confer the higher degrees.
Not long after receiving these powers,
Morin sailed for America, and established
Bodies of the Scottish Rite in St. Do-
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America, we have no right to place any
confidence in their statements. The name
of Morin has been borne by many French
Christians of literary reputation, from
Peter MoriTi, a learned ecclesiastical writer
of the sixteenth century, to Stephen Morin,
an antiquary and Protestant clergyman,
who died in 1700, and his son Henry, who
became a Catholic, and died in 1728.

Moritz, Carl Pbllipp.

A

Privy

Councillor, Professor, and Member of the
Academy of Sciences in Berlin, was born
at Hameln on the 15th of September, 1757,
and died 26th of June, 1793. Gadicke says
that he was one of the most celebrated authors of his age, and distinguished by his
works on the German language. He was
the author of several Masonic works, among
which are his Contributions to the Philosophy
of Life and the Diary of a Freemason, Berlin,
1793, and a Booh of Masonic Songs.
Morphey. The name of one of the
twelve Inspectors in the eleventh degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
This name, like the others in the same catalogue, bids defiance to any Hebraic derivation.
They are all either French corruptions, worse even than JaMnai for Shehinah,
or they have some allusion to names or
events connected with the political intrigues
of the exiled house of Stuart, which had,
it is known, a connection with some of the
higher degrees sprung up at Arras, and
other places where Masonry was patronized by the Pretender. This word Morphey may, for instance, be a corruption of
Murray. James Murray, the second son
of Lord Stormont, escaped to the court of
the Stuarts in 1715. He was a devoted adherent of the exiled family, and became the
governor of the young prince and the chief
minister of his father, who conferred upon
him the empty title of Earl of Dunbar.
Ue died at Avignon in 1770. But almost
every etymology of this kind must be entirely conjectural.

Mortality, Symbol of. The ancient
Egyptians introduced a skeleton at their
feasts, to impress the idea of the evanescence of all earthly enjoyments; but the
skeletons or deaths' heads did not make
their appearance in Grecian art, as symbols

mingo and Jamaica. He also appointed
M. M. Hayes a Deputy Inspector General
Hayes, subsequently,
for North America.
appointed Isaac da Costa a Deputy for of mortality, until later times, and on
South Carolina, and through him the Sub- monuments of no artistic importance. In
lime degrees were disseminated among the
Masons of the United States. (See Scottish
Bite.)
After appointing several Deputies
and establishing some Bodies in the West
India Islands, Morin is lost sight of. We
know not anything of his subsequent history, or of the time or place of his death,
iaagon, Thory, and Clavel say that Morin

the earliest periods of ancient

art,

the

Greeks and Romans employed more pleasing representations, such as the flower
plucked from its stem, or the inverted
torch. The moderns have, however, had
recourse to more offensive symbolization.
In their hatchments or funeral achievements the heralds employ a death's head and

MORTAR

MOSAIC

crossed bones, to denote that the deceased
person is the last of his family. The Ma-

gion of Moses, more than in any other
which preceded or followed it, is symbolism
the predominating idea. From the tabernacle, which may be considered as the central point of the whole system, down to the
vestments which clothed the servants at
the altar, there will be found an underlying
principle of symbolism. Long before the
days of Pythagoras the mystical nature of
numbers had been inculcated by the Jewish lawgiver, and the very name of God
was constructed in a symbolical form, to
indicate his eternal nature. Much of the
Jewish ritual of worship, delineated in the
Pentateuch with so much precision as to
its minutest details, would almost seem
puerile were it not for the symbolic idea
that is conveyed. So the fringes of the
garments are patiently described, not as
decorations, but that by them the people,
in looking upon the fringe, might " remember all the commandments of the Lord and
do them." Well, therefore, has a modern
writer remarked, that in the symbolism of
the Mosaic worship it is only ignorance
that can find the details trifling or the prescriptions minute; for if we recognize the
worth and beauty of symbolism, we shall
in vain seek in the Mosaic symbols for one
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sons have adopted the same symbol, and in
all the degrees where it is necessary to impress the idea of mortality, a skull, or a
skull and crossed bones, are used for that
purpose.

Mortar, Untempered.

See

Un-

iempered Mortar.

Mosaic Pavement.

Mosaic work

consists properly of many little stones of
different colors united together in patterns
It was much practo imitate a painting.
tised among the Romans, who called it
mudvum opus, whence the Italians get their

musaico, the French their mosaique, and
we our mosaic. The idea that the work is
derived from the fact that Moses used a
pavement of colored stones in the tabernacle has been long since exploded by etymologists. The Masonic tradition is that
the floor of the Temple of Solomon was
decorated with a Mosaic pavement of

black and white stones. There is no historical evidence to substantiate this statement. Samuel Lee, however, in his diagram of the Temple, represents not only
the floors of the Duilding, but of all the
outer courts, as covered with such a pavement. The Masonic idea was perhaps first superflnous enactment or one superstitious
suggested by this passage in the Gospel of idea. To the Mason the Mosaic symbolism
St. John, (xix. 13,) " when Pilate, there- is very significant, because from it Freemafore, heard that saying, he brought Jesus sonry has derived and transmitted for its
forth, and sat him down in the judgment- own uses many of the most precious treasseat in a place that is called the Pavement, ures of its own symbolical art.
Indeed,
but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha." The word except in some of the higher, and therefore
here translated Pavement is in the original more modern degrees, the symbolism of
IMhostroton, the very word used by Pliny Freemasonry is almost entirely deduced
to denote a Mosaic pavement.
The Greek from the symbolism of Mosaism. Thus the
word, as well aS its Latin equivalent, is symbol of the Temple, which persistently
used to denote a pavement formed of orna- pervades the whole of the ancient Masonic
mental stones of various colors, precisely system, comes to us directly from the symwhat is meant by a Mosaic pavement.
bolism of the Jewish tabernacle. If SoloThere was, therefore, a part of the Tem- mon is revered by the Masons as their traple which was decorated with a Mosaic ditional Grand Master, it is because the
pavement. The Talmud informs us that Temple constructed by him was the symbol
there was such a pavement in the conclave of the divine life to be cultivated in every
where the Graod Sanhedri m held its sessions. heart. And this symbol was borrowed from
By a little torsion of historical accuracy, the Mosaic tabernacle and the Jewish
the Masons have asserted that the ground- thought, that every Hebrew was to be a
floor of the Temple was a Mosaic pavement, tabernacle of the Lord, has been transand hence, as the Lodge is a representation mitted to the Masonic system, which teaches
of the Temple, that the floor of the Lodge that every Mason is to be a temple of the
should also be of the same pattern.
Grand Architect. The Papal Church, from
The Mosaic pavement is an old symbol which we get all ecclesiastical symbolism,
of the Order. It is met with in the earliest borrowed its symbology from the ancient
rituals of the last century.
It is classed Romans.
Hence most of the high degrees
among the ornaments of the Lodge in com- of Masonry which partake of a Christian
bination with the indented tessel and the character are marked by Roman symbolblazing star. Its party-colored stones of ism transmuted into Christian. But Craft
black and white have been readily and ap- Masonry, more ancient and more universal,
propriately interpreted as. symbols of the finds its symbolic teachings almost excluevil and good of human life.
sively in the Mosaic symbolism instituted
Mosaic Symbolism. In the reli- in the wilderness.
;

;

MOTHER

MOSES
If we inquire whence the Jewish lawgiver derived the symbolic system which
he introduced into his religion, the history
of his life will readily answer the question.
Philo-Judseus says that "Moses was instructed by the Egyptian priests in the
philosophy of symbols and hieroglyphics
as well as in the mysteries of the sacred
animals." The sacred historian tells us
that he was " learned in all the wisdom of
the Egyptians;" and Manetho and other
traditionary writers tell us that he was
educated at Heliopolis as a priest, under
his Egyptian name of Osarsiph, and that
there he was taught the whole range of
literature and science, which it was customary to impart to the priesthood of
Egypt. When, then, at the head of his
people, he passed away from the servitude
of Egyptian taskmasters, and began in the
wilderness to establish his new religion, it
is not strange that he should have given a
holy use to the symbols whose meaning he
had learned ia his ecclesiastical education
on the banks of the Nile.
Thus is it that we find in the Mosaic
symbolism so many identities with the
Egyptian ritual. Thus the Ark of the
Covenant, the Breast-plate of the High
Priest, the Mitre, and many other of the
Jewish symbols, will find their analogies
in the ritualistic ceremonies of the Egyptians.
Eeghellini, who has written an
elaborate work on " Masonry considered as
the result of the Egyptian, Jewish, and
Christian Religions," says on the subject
"Moses, in his mysteries, and after him
Solomon, adopted a great part of the Egyptian symbols, which, after them, we Masons have preserved in our own."

Moses,

ntJ'D) which means drawn

out; but the true derivation is from two
Egyptian words, fto, mo, and ovkc, oushes, signifying saved from the water. The lawgiver
of the Jews, and referred to in some of the
higher degrees, especially in the twentyfifth degree, or Knight of the Brazen Serpent in the Scottish Rite, where he is represented as the presiding officer. He plays
also an important part in the Royal Arch
of the York and American Rites, all of

whose ritual
boMsm.

is

framed on the Mosaic sym-

Mossdorf, Friedricb. An eminent
German Mason, who was born March

2,

1757, at Eckartsberge, and died about
1830. He resided in Dresden, and took
an active part in the affairs of Masonry.
He was a warm supporter of Fessler's Masonic reforms, and made several contributions to the Freyberg Freimaurerischen
Taaohenbuche in defence of Fessler's sys-

tem. He became intimately connected with
the learned Krause, the author of The
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Three Most Ancient Records of the Masonic
and wrote and published in
1809 a critical review of the work, in consequence of which the Grand Lodge commanded him to absent himself for an indefinite period from the Lodge.
Mossdorf
then withdrew from any further connection with the Fraternity. His most valuable contributions to Masonic literature are
his additions and emendations to Lenning's
Eneyclopddie der Freimaurerei. He is the
author also of several other works of great

Fraternity,

value.

Most Excellent. The title given
a Royal Arch Chapter, and to

to

presiding
officer, the High Priest; also to the presiding officer of a Lodge of Most Excellent
Masters.

Most

its

Excellent Master.

The

sixth degree in the York Rite. Its history
refers to the dedication of the Temple by
King Solomon, who is represented by its

presiding officer under the title of Most
Excellent. Its officers are the same as those
in a symbolic Lodge.
I have, however,
seen some rituals in which the Junior
Warden is omitted. This degree is peculiarly American, it being practised in no
other country. It was the invention of
Webb, who organized the capitular system
of Masonry as it exists in this country, and
established the system of lectures which
is the foundation of all subsequent sys-

tems taught in America.

Most Puissant. The title of the
presiding officer of a Grand Council of
Royal and Select Masters.
Most Worsbipful. The title given
to a Grand Lodge and to its presiding
officer the Grand Master.
de S^mestre. Half yearly
word. Every six months the Grand Orient
of France sends to each of the Lodges of
its obedience a password, to be used by its
members as an additional means of gaining admission into a Lodge. Each Mason
obtains this word only from the Venerable
of his own Lodge, It was instituted October 28th, 1773, when the Duke of Chartres was elected Grand Master.

Mot

Motber Council.

The Supreme

Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction of
the United States of America, which was
organized in 1801, at Charleston, is called
the "Mother Council of the World," because from it have issued directly or indirectly all the other Supreme Councils of
the Rite which are now in existence, or

have existed since

its

Mother Iiodge.

organization.
In the last century

certain Lodges in France and Germany assumed an independent position, and issued
Charters for the constitution of Daughter

:
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MUNKHOUSE

MOTION

Lodges claiming the prerogatives of Grand workmen, especially by Masons, as a guide
Lodges. Thus we find the Mother Lodge in working mouldings and ornaments. It
of Marseilles, in France, which constituted consists of a thin board or plate of metal,
many Lodges. In Scotland the Lodge of cut to represent the exact section of the
Kilwinning took the title of Mother Lodge, mouldings to be worked from it," In the
and issued Charters until it was merged in Cooke MS. the word maters is used, which
the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The system is evidently a corruption of the liaXinmatrix.
Mould Stone. In the quotation from
ia altogether irregular, and has no sanction
the Harleian MS. in the preceding article,
in the present laws of the Fraternity.
Motion. A motion when made by a the expression mould stones occurs, as it
member cannot be brought before the does in other Constitutions and in many
Lodge for deliberation unless it is seconded old contracts. It means, probably, large
by another member. Motions are of two and peaked stones for those parts of the
kinds, principal and subsidiary; a principal building which were to have mouldings cut
motion is one that presents an indepen- upon them, as window and door-jambs.
dent proposition for discussion. Subsidiary
Mount Calvary. See Calvary.
motions are those which are intended to afMount Moriali. See Moriah,
fect the principal motion
such as to amend
Mount Sinai. See Sinai.
Mourning. The mourning color has
it, to lay it on the 'table, to postpone it definitely or indefinitely, or to reconsider it, all been various in difierent times and counof which are governed by the parliament- tries. Thus, the Chinese mourn in white
ary law under certain modifications to suit the Turks in blue or in violet; the Egyptians
the spirit and genius of the Masonic or- in yellow the Ethiopians in gray. In all
fanization. See the author's Treatise on the degrees and rites of Masonry, with a
Parliamentary Law as applied to Masonic single exception, black is the symbol of
Bodies.
grief, and therefore the mourning color.
Motto. In imitation of the sentences But in the highest degrees of the Scottish
appended to the coats of arms and seals of Eite the mourning color, like that used by
the gilds and other societies, the Masons the former kings of France, is violet.
have for the different branches of their.
Moutb to £ar. The Mason is taught,
Order mottoes, which are placed on their by an expressive symbol, to whisper good
banners or put at the head of their docu- counsel in his brother's ear, and to warn
ments, which are expressive of the character him of approaching danger. " It is a rare
and design, either of the whole Order or thing," says Bacon, " except it be from a
of the particular branch to which the perfect and entire friend, to have counsel
motto belongs. Thus, in Ancient Craft given that is not bowed and crooked to
Masonry we have as mottoes the sentences, some ends which he hath that giveth it."
Ordo ah- Chao, and Lux e tenebris/ in Capit- And hence it is an admirable lesson, which
ular Masonry, Holiness to the Lord; in Masonry here teaches us, to use the lips
Templar Masonry, In hoc signo vinces; in and the tongue only in the service of a
Scottish Masonry, Ne plus ultra is the brother.
motto of the thirtieth degree, and ^es meo
Movable Jewels. See Jewels of a

—

;

in deo est of the thirty-second ; while the
thirty-third has for its motto Deus meumque jus. All of these will be found with
their signification and origin in their appropriate places.

Mould. This word is very common in
the Old Constitutions, where it is forbidden
that a Freemason should give a mould to
a rough Mason, whereby, of course, he would
be imparting to him the secrets of the Craft.
Thus, in the Harleian MS. " Alsoe that no
Mason shall make any mould, square, or
:

Lodge.

Muenter, Friederich.
and died in 1830. He was

Born in
Professor
of Theology in the University of Copenhagen, and afterwards Bishop of Seeland.
He was the author of a treatise On the ^jmbols and Art Representations of the Early
1761,

Christians.
In 1794 he published his Statute Booh of the Order of Knights Templars,

"Statutenbuch des Ordens der Templeherren " a work which is one of the most
valuable contributions that we have to the
history of Templarism.
;

any Rough Mason; alsoe that no
Mason, within the Lodge or without, sett
Munkhouse, D. S., Rev. Richor lay any mould stones without moulds of ard. The author of A Discourse in Praise
his own making." We find the word in of Freemmonry, 8vo, Lond., 1805 AnExhorrule to

;

Piers Ploughman's Vision

" If eny Mason there do makede a molde
With alle here wyse castes."

Parker
fines it:

{Gloss. Architect., p. 313,) thus de-

"The model

or pattern used by

tation to the Practice of those &)ecific Virtues
which ought to prevail in the Masonic Character, with Historical Notes, 8 vo, Lond., 1805

and Occasional Discourses on Various Subwith Copious Annotations, 3 vols., 8vo,
Lond., 1805. This last work contains many
jects,

MURR

MYSTERIES
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on Masonic subjects. Dr. Munk- ber, i. e., " No one of us lives for himself."
house was an ardent admirer and defender The jewel of the Order was a cross of gold
of Freemasonry, into which he was initi- surmounted by a mustard plant in full
ated in the Phoenix Lodge of Sunderland. bloom, with the motto, Quod fuit ante
On his removal to Wakefield, where he was nihil, i. e., "What was before nothing."
rector of St. John the Baptist's Church, he It was suspended from a green ribbon.
united with the Lodge of Unanimity, under The professed object of the association
the Mastership of Richard Linnecar, to was, through the instrumentality of Freewhose virtues and Masonic knowledge he masonry, to extend the kingdom of Christ
has ^aid a high tribute. Dr. Munkhouse over the world. It has long been obsolete.
discourses

died in the early part of this century.

Mnrr,

€taristopIi Gottlieb Ton.
A distinguished historical and archaeological writer, who was born at Nuremberg, in
In 1760 he
1733, and died April 8, 1811.
published an Essay on the History of the
Qreek Tragic Poets ; in 1777-82, six volumes
ot Antiquities of Hercularuzum, and several
other historical works. In 1803 he published an essay On the True Origin of the
Orders of Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry,
with an Appendix on the History of the Order of Templars. In this work, Murr attempts to trace Freemasonry to the times
of Oliver Cromwell, and maintains that it
and Rosicrucianism had an identical origin,
and the same history until the year 1633,
when they separated.
Muscus Domus. In the early rituals of the last century, the tradition is
given, that certain Fellow Crafts, while
pursuing their search, discovered a grave
covered with green moss and turf, when
they exclaimed, Musous Domus, Deo gratias,
which was interpreted, " Thanks be to
God, our Master has a mossy house."
Whence a Mason's grave came to be called
Muscus Domvs.
But both the tradition

and

its

in the

application have become obsolete

modern

rituals.

which is Greek, signifies literally one who
makes or conducts an initiate.

Mysteries, Ancient.

of the seven liberal arts
and sciences, whose beauties are inculcated
in the Fellow Craft's degree.
Music is
recommended to the attention of Masons,
"
because as the " concord of sweet sounds
elevates the generous sentiments of the
soul, so should the concord of good feeling
reign among the brethren, that by the
union of friendship and brotherly love the
boisterous passions may be lulled, and
harmony exist throughout the Craft.

gods, says Warburton, (Biv. Leg.,
I., li. 4,) had, besides the public and open, a
secret worship paid to him, to which none

were admitted but those who had been
selected by preparatory ceremonies called
Initiation.
This secret worship was termed
the Mysteries. And this is supported by
Strabo,

of.

(Der

(lib. x.,

cap. 3,)

who

the Order of Religious Freemasons," was
one of the first innovations introduced into

German Freemasonry.

It was instituted in
the year 1739.
Its mysteries were founded
on that passage in the fourth chapter of
St. Mark's Gospel in which Christ compares the kingdom of heaven to a mustard

The brethren wore a ring, on which
was inscribed Keiner von uns lebt ihm sel-

seed.

8P
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says that

it

was common, both to the Greeks and the
Barbarians, to perform their religious ceremonies with the observance of a festival,
and that they are sometimes celebrated
publicly and sometimes in mysterious privacy. Noel (Diet, de la Fable) thus defines
them : Secret ceremonies which were practised in honor of certain gods, and whose
secret was known to the initiates alone,

who were admitted only
painful

trials,

which

it

after long and
was more than their

was worth to

reveal.
to their origin, Warburton is probably not wrong in his statement that the
first of which we have any account are
those of Isis and Osiris in Egypt; for
although those of Mithras came into Europe from Persia, they were, it is supposed,
carried from Egypt by Zoroaster.

As

The most important of these mysteries
were the Osiric in Egypt, the Mithraic in
Persia, the Cabiric in Thrace, the Adonisian in Syria, the Dionysiac and Eleusinian in Greece, the Scandinavian among
the Gothic nations, and the Druidical

vom Senfkorn.) This association,
whose members also called themselves among the Celts.
" The Fraternity of Moravian Brothers of
In all these mysteries we
Orden

Each of the

Pagan

life

Music. One

Mustard Seed, Order

Myrtle. The sacred plant of the Eleusinian mysteries, and analogous in its symbolism to the acacia of the Masons.
Mystagogue. The one who presided
at the Ancient Mysteries, and explained
the sacred things to the candidate.
He
was also called the hierophant. The word,

find a singular
unity of design, clearly indicating a common origin, and a purity of doctrine as
evidently proving that this common origin
was not to be sought for in the popular
theology of the Pagan world. The ceremonies of initiation were all funereal in
their character. They celebrated the death
and the resurrection of some cherished being, either the object of esteem as a hero,

MYSTERIES
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or of devotion as a god. Subordination of
degrees was instituted, aud tlie candidate
was subjected to probations varying in
their character and severity; the rites
were practised in the darkness of night,

solitude to avoid the contagion of growing
corruption, devoted themselves to a life
of contemplation and the cultivation of
several of the useful sciences. The periodical return of the seasons, the revolution
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and often amid the gloom of impenetrable of the stars, the productions of the earth,
caverns; and the and the various phenomena of nature,
full fruition of knowledge, for which so studied with attention, rendered them usemuch labor was endured, and so much ful guides to men, both in their pursuits of
danger incurred, was not attained until the industry and in their social duties. These
aspirant, well tried and thoroughly puri- recluse students invented certain signs to
recall to the remembrance of the people
fied, had reached the place of wisdom and
the times of their festivals and of their
of light.
These mysteries undoubtedly owed their rural labors, and hence the origin of the
origin to the desire to establish esoteric symbols and hieroglyphics that were in use
philosophy, in which should be withheld among the priests of all nations. Having
from popular approach those sublime truths now become guides and leaders of the peowhich it was supposed could only be intrusted ple, these sages, in order to select as assoto those who had been previously prepared ciates of their learned labors and sacred
Whence these doc- functions only such as had sufficient merit
for their reception.
trines were originally derived it would be and capacity, appointed strict courses of
impossible to say but I am disposed to ac- trial and examination, and this, our author
cept Creuzer's hypothesis of an ancient and thinks, must have been the source of the
highly instructed body of priests, having initiations of antiquity. The Magi, Brahtheir origin either in Egypt or in the East, mans, Gymnosophists, Druids, and priests
from whom was derived religious, physical, of Egypt, lived thus in sequestered habitaand historical knowledge, under the veil of tions and subterranean caves, and obtained
great reputation by their discoveries in assymbols.
By this confinement of these doctrines to tronomy, chemistry, and mechanics, by
a system of secret knowledge, guarded by their purity of morals, and by their knowlthe most rigid rites, could they only expect edge of the science of legislation. It was
to preserve them from the superstitions, in- in these schools, says M. Robin, that the
novations, and corruptions of the world as first sages and legislators of antiquity were
" The distinguished few," formed, and in them he supposes the docit then existed.
says Oliver, [Hist. Init., p. 2,) " who re- trines taught to have been the unity of God
tained their fidelity, uncontaminated by and the immortality of the soul and it
the contagion of evil example, would soon was from these mysteries, and their symbols
be able to estimate the superior benefits of and hieroglyphics, that the exuberant fancy
an isolated institution, which afforded the of the Greeks drew much of their myadvantage of a select society, and kept at thology.
Warburton deduces from the ancient
an unapproachable distance the profane
from Cicero and Porphyry, from
scoffer, whose presence might pollute their writers
what
pure devotions and social converse, by con- Origen and Celsus, and from others
tumelious language or unholy mirth." And was the true object of the mysteries. They
forests or subterranean

;

;

—

doubtless the prevention of this intrusion,
and the preservation of these subli m e truths,
was the original object of the institution
of the ceremonies of initiation, and the
adoption of other means by which the initiated could be recognized, and the uninitiated excluded. Such was the opinion of
Warburton, who says that " the mysteries
were at first the retreats of sense and virtue,
till time corrupted them in most of the
gods."
The Abbfi Robin in a learned work on
this subject entitled Richerches sur les Initiations Anoiens et Modemcs, (Paris, 1870,)
places the origin of the initiations at that
remote period when crimes first began to

appear upon earth. The vicious, he remarks, were urged by the terror of guilt to
seek among the virtuous for intercessors
with the deity. The latter, retiring into

—

taught the dogma of the unity of God in
opposition to the polytheistic notions of the
people, and in connection with this the
doctrine of a future life, and that the initiated should be happier in that state than
all other mortals ; that while the souls of
the profane, at their leaving the body,
stuck fast in mire and filth and remained
in darkness, the souls of the initiated winged
their flight directly to the happy islands
and the nabitations of the gods. " Thrice
happy they," says Sophocles, "who descended to the shades below after having
beheld these rites for they alone have life
in Hades, while all others suffer there every
kind of evil." And Isocrates declares that
" those who have been initiated in the mysteries, entertain better hopes both as to the
end of life and the whole of ftiturity."
Others of tho ancients have given us the
;
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same testimony as to

their esoteric char" All the mysteries," says Pluacter."
tarch, "refer to a future life and to the
In another
state of the soul after death."
place, addressing his wife, he says, "
have been instructed, in the religious rites

We
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strong bearing upon susceptibilities and
capacities of individuals, according as their
several dispositions inclined them more to
reflection and observation, or to a resigned
credulity."
Bunsen ( God in History, II., B. iv., ch. 6,)
gives the most recent and the most philosophic idea of the character of the mysteries.
They did, he says, " indeed exhibit to the initiated coarse physical symbols of the generative powers of Nature, and of the universal Nature herself, eternally, self-sustaining

of Dionysus, that the soul is immortal, and
that there is a future state of existence."
Cicero tells us that, in the mysteries of
Ceres at Eleusis, the initiated were taught
to live happily and to die in the hope of a
blessed futurity. And, finally, Plato informs us that the hymns of Musseus, which through all transformations but the reliwere sung in the mysteries, celebrated the gious element of the mysteries consisted in
rewards and pleasures of the virtuous in the relations of the universe to the soul,
another life, and the punishments which more especially after death. Thus, even
without philosophic proof, we are justified
awaited the wicked.
These sentiments, so different from the in assuming that the Nature symbolism redebased polytheism which prevailed among ferring to the Zodiac formed a mere framethe uninitiated, are the most certain evi- work for the doctrines relating to the soul
dence that the mysteries arose from a purer and to the ethical theory of the universe.
source than that which gave birth to the So, likewise, in the Samothracian worship
of the Kabiri, the contest waged by the
religion of the vulgar.
I must not pass unnoticed Faber's notion orb of day was represented by the story
of their arkite origin. Finding, as he did, of the three brothers (the seasons of the
a prototype for every ancient cultus in the year), one of whom is continually slain by
ark of Noah, it is not surprising that he the other two, but ever and anon arises to
should apply his theory to the mysteries. life again. But here, too, the beginning
"The initiations," he says, [Orig. Pag. and end of the worship were ethical.
sort of confession was demanded of the
Idol., II., iv. 5,) "into the mysteries scenically represented the mythic descent into candidates before admission, and at the
Hades and the return from thence to the close of the service the victorious God
light of day, by which was meant the en- (Dionysus) was displayed as the Lord of
trance into the ark and the subsequent lib- the spirit. Still less, however, did theoeration from its dark enclosure. They all rems of natural philosophy form the subequally related to the allegorical disappear- ject-matter of the Eleusinian mysteries, of
ance, or death, or descent of the great which, on the contrary, psychical concepand his tions were the beginning and the end. The
father, at their commencement
invention, or revival, or return from Hades, predominating idea of these conceptions
was that of the soul as a divine, vital force,
at their conclusion."
Dbllinger { Gent, and Jew., i. 126,) says, held captive here on earth and sorely tired;
speaking of the mysteries, " the whole was but the initiated were further taught to
a drama, the prelude to which consisted in look forward to a final redemption and
purifications, sacrifices, and injunctions blessedness for the good and pious, and
with regard to the behavior to be observed. eternal torments after death for the wicked
The adventures of certain deities, their and unjust."
The esoteric character of the mysteries was
sufferings and joys, their appearance on
earth, and relations to mankind, their preserved by the most powerful sanctions.
death, or descent to the nether world, their An oath of secrecy was administered in the
all these, as most solemn form to the initiate, and to
return, or their rising again
symbolizing the life of nature, were repre- violate it was considered a sacrilegious
sented in a connected series of theatrical crime, the prescribed punishment for which
scenes.
These representations, tacked on was immediate death, and we have at least
to a nocturnal solemnity, brilliantly got up, one instance in Livy of the infliction of
particularly at Athens, with all the re- the penalty. The ancient writers were theresources of art and sensual beauty, and ac- fore extremely reluctant to approach the
companied with dancing and song, were subject, and Lobeck gives in 'bAsAgJaophamus
eminently calculated to take a powerful (vol, i., app. 131, 151 ii. 12, 87,) several
hold on the imagination and the heart, examples of the cautious manner in which
and to excite in the spectators alter- they shrunk from divulging or discussing
nately conflicting sentiments of terror, any explanation of a symbol which had
and calm, sorrow, and fear, and hope. been interpreted to them in the course of
They worked upon them, now by agitating, initiation. I would forbid, says Horace,
now by soothing, and meanwhile had a (L. iii., Od. 2,) that man who would divulge
;

A

;

—

;
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the sacred rites of mysterious Ceres from
being under the same roof with me, or
from setting sail with me in the same precarious bark.
On the subject of their relation to the
rites of Freemasonry, to which they bear
in many respects so remarkable a resemblance, that some connection seems necessarily implied, there are five principal theories.
The first is that embraced and
taught by Dr. Oliver, namely, that they are
but deviations from that common source,
both of them and of Freemasonry, the
patriarchal mode of worship established
by God himself. With this pure system of
truth, he supposes the science of Freemasonry to have been coeval and identified.
But the truths thus revealed by divinity
came at length to be doubted or rejected
through the imperfection of human reason,
and though the visible symbols were retained in the mysteries of the Pagan world,
their true interpretation was lost.
There is a second theory which, leaving
the origin of the mysteries to be sought in
the patriarchal doctrines, where Oliver has
placed it, finds the connection between
them and Freemasonry commencing at the
building of King Solomon's Temple. Over
the construction of this building, Hiram,
the Architect of Tyre, presided. At Tyre
the mysteries of Bacchus had been introduced by the Dionysian Artificers, and into

links in a supposed chain of descent from
the mysteries to Freemasonry, and would
attribute their close resemblance to a natural coincidence of human thought. The
legend of the third degree, and the legends
of the Eleuslnian, the Cabiric, the Dionysian, the Adonic, and all the other mys-
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their fraternity Hiram, in all probability,
had, it is necessarily suggested, been admitted.
Freemasonry, whose tenets had
always existed in purity among the immediate descendants of the patriarchs, added
now to its doctrines the guard of secrecy,
which, as Dr. Oliver himself remarks, was
necessary to preserve them from perversion
or pollution.
third theory has been advanced by the
Abb6 Kobin, in which he connects Freemasonry indirectly with the mysteries,

A

through the intervention of the Crusaders.
In the work already cited, he attempts to
deduce, from the ancient initiations, the
orders of chivalry, whose branches, he
says, produced the institution of Freemasonry.
fourth theory, and this has been recently advanced by the Rev. Mr. King in
his treatise On the Onostica, is that as some
of them, especially those of Mithras, were

A

extended beyond the advent of Christianity,
and even to the very commencement of the
Middle Ages, they were seized upon by the
secret societies of that period as a model
for their organization, and that through
these latter they are to be traced to Freemasonry.
But perhaps, after all, the truest theory
is

that which would discard all successive

teries,

are identical in their object to teach

the reality of a fiiture life; and this lesson
is taught in all by the use of the same symbolism, and, substantially, the same scenic
representation. And this is not because
the Masonic rites are a lineal succession
from the Ancient Mysteries, but because
there has been at all times a proneness of
the human heart to nourish this belief in a
future life, and the proneness of the human
mind to clothe this belief in a symbolic
And if there is any other more
dress.
direct connection between them it must be
sought for in the Roman Colleges of Artificers, who did, most probably, exercise some
influence over the rising Freemasons of
the early ages, and who, as the contemporaries of the mysteries, were, we may well
suppose, imbued with something of their
organization.
I conclude with a notice of their ultimate
fate.
They continued to flourish until long
after the Christian era but they at length
degenerated. In the fourth century, Christianity had begun to triumph. The Pagans,
desirous of making converts, threw open
the hitherto inaccessible portals of their
mysterious rites. The strict scrutiny of
the candidate's past life, and the demand
for proofs of irreproachable conduct, were
no longer deemed indispensable. The vile
and the vicious were indiscriminately, and
;

even with avidity, admitted to participate
in privileges which were once granted only
to the noble and the virtuous. The sun of
Paganism was setting, and its rites had become contemptible and corrupt. Their
character was entirely changed, and the
initiations were indiscriminately sold by
peddling priests, who wandered through
the country, to every applicant who was
willing to pay a trifling fee for that which
had once been refused to the entreaties of
a monarch. At length these abominations
attracted the attention of the emperors, and
Constantino and Gratian forbade their celebration by night, excepting, however, from
these edicte, the initiations at Eleusis. But
finally Theodosius, by a general edict of
proscription, ordered the whole of the Pagan
mysteries to be abolished, in the four hundred and thirty-eighth year of the Christian era, and eighteen hundred years after
their first establishment in Greece.
Clavel, however, says that they did not
entirely cease until the era of the restoration of learning, and that during' a part of

:
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the Middle Ages the mysteries of Diana,
under the name of the "Courses of Diana,"
and those of Pan, under that of the " Sabbats," were practised in country places.
But these were really only certain superstitious rites connected with the belief in
witchcraft.
The mysteries of Mithras,
which, continually attacked by the Fathers
of the Church, lived until the beginning of
the fifth century, were, I think, the last of
the old mysteries which had once exercised
so much influence over the Pagan world
and the Pagan religions.
Mystery. From the Greek fivariipiov,
a secret, something to be concealed. The
gilds or companies of the Middle Ages, out
of which we trace the Masonic organization, were called mysteries, because they had
trade-secrets, the preservation of which was
a primary ordination of these fraternities.
"Mystery" and "Craft" came thus to be
synonymous words. In this secondary sense
we speak of the " Mystery of the Stonemasons " as equivalent to the " Craft of the
Stonemasons." But the Mystery of Freemasonry refers rather to the primary meaning of the word as immediately derived
from the Greek.
Mystes. (From the Greek /ilia, to shut

nation, as opposed to that reasonable belief
in which the intellect and the heart, the
inward witness and the outward, are alike
engaged." The Pantheism of some of the
ancient philosophers and of the modern
Spinozaists, the Speculations of the Neoplatonists, the Anabaptism of Munster, the
system of Jacob Behmen, the Quietism of
Madame Guyon, the doctrines of the Bavarian Illuminati, and the reveries of Swedenborg, all partake more or less of the

the eyes. )
One who had been initiated into
the Lesser Mysteries of Paganism. He was
now blind ; but when he was initiated into
the Greater Mysteries, he was called an
Epopt, or one who saw.
The Mystes was permitted to proceed no
farther than the vestibule or porch of the
temple. To the Epopts only was accorded
the privilege of admission to the adytum or
sanctuary.
female initiate was called a
Mystis.
word applied to any lanMystical.
guage, symbol, or ritual which is understood only by the initiated. The word was
first used by the priests to describe their
mysterious rites, and then borrowed by the
philosophers to be applied to the inner,
esoteric doctrines of their schools.
In this
sense we speak of the mystical doctrines
of Speculative Masonry. Suidas derives
the word, from the Greek fiva, to close, and
especially to close the lips.
Hence the mystical is that about which the mouth should
be closed.
word applied in reliMysticism.
gious phraseology to any views or tendencies which aspire to more direct communication between God and man by the inward perception of the mind than can be
obtained through revelation. " Mysticism,"
says Vaughan, (Hours with the Mystics, i.
19,) "presents itself in all its phases as
more or less the religion of internal as opposed to external revelation
of heated
feeling, sickly sentiment, or lawless imagi-

A

A

_

A

—
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The Germans have
the
two words, mystik and mysticismus,
former of which they use in a favorable, the
latter in an unfavorable sense.
Mysticism
is with them only another word for Pantheism, between which and Atheism there
is but little difference.
Hence a belief in
mysticism is with the German Freemasons

spirit of mysticism.

a

disqualification

Masonic

—

for initiation into the
article of

Thus the second
of the Grand Lodge

rites.

of Hanothe Statutes
ver prescribes that " ein Freimaurer muss
vom Mysticismus und Atheismus gleich
weit entfernt stehen," i. e., "a Freemason
must be equally distant from Mysticism
and Atheism." Gadicke [Freimaurer- Lexicon) thus expresses the German sentiment
" Etwas mystisch sollte wohl jeder Mensch
seyn, aber man hiite sich vor grobem Mysticismus," i. e., " Every man ought to be
somewhat mystical, but should guard against
coarse mysticism."
Mystic Tie. That sacred and inviolable bond which unites men of the most
discordant opinions into one band of
brothers, which gives but one language to
men of all nations and one altar to men
of all religions, is properly, from the mysterious influence it exerts, denominated the
mystic tie and Freemasons, because they
alone are under its influence, or enjoy its
benefits, are called " Brethren of the mystic
;

tie."

My tli.
a

The word myth, from the Greek

story, in its

original acceptation,
signified simply a statement or narrative
of an event, without any necessary implication of truth or falsehood; but, as the word
is now used, it conveys the idea of a personal narrative of remote date, which, although not necessarily untrue, is certified
only by the internal evidence of the tradition itself. This definition, which is substantially derived from Mr. Grote, (Hist, of
Oreece, vol. i., ch. xvi., p. 479,) may be applied without modification to the myths of
/ivdog,

Freemasonry, although intended by the
author only for the myths of the ancient

Greek

religion.

The myth,

then,

is

a narrative of remote

date, not necessarily true or false, but whose
truth can only be certified by internal evidence. The word was first applied to those

MYTH

MYTH
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the legend, like the myths of the ancient
poets, becomes a symbol, which is to enunciate some sublime philosophical or religious truth. Bead in this way, and in this
way only, the myths or legends and traditions of Freemasonry will become interesting and instructive. See Legend.
synonymous.
A historical
til. Historical.
From this definition it will appear that
the myth is really only the interpretation myth is a myth that has a known and reof an idea. But how we are to read these cognized foundation in historical truth, but
myths will best appear from these noble with the admixture of a preponderating
words of Max Mailer, [Science of Lang., 26. amount of fiction in the introduction of
Between
personages and circumstances.
Ser., p. 578 :) "Everything is true, natural,
significant, if we enter with a reverent the historical myth and the mythical hisspirit into the meaning of ancient art and tory, the distinction cannot always be preancient language. Everything becomes served, because we are not always able to
false, miraculous, and unmeaning, if we determine whether there is a preponderance
interpret the deep and mighty words of of truth or of fiction in the legend or narthe seers of old in the shallow and feeble rative under examination.
myth or leMytbical History.
sense of modern chroniclers."
A fertile source of instruction in Masonry gend, in which the historical and truthful
greatly preponderate over the inventions
is to be found in its traditions and mythical legends ; not only those which are in- of fiction, maybe called a mythical history.
corporated into its ritual and are exempli- Certain portions of the legend of the third
fied in its ceremonies, but those also which, degree have such a foundation in fact that
although forming no part of the Lodge lec- they constitute a mythical history, while
tures, have been orally transmitted as por- other portions, added evidently for the purtions of its history, and which, only within poses of symbolism, are simply a historical
a comparatively recent period, have been myth.
committed to writing. But for the proper
Mythology. Literally, the science of
appreciation of these traditions some pre- myths and this is a very appropriate defiparatory knowledge of the general charac- nition, for mythology is the science which
ter of Masonic myths is necessary.
If all treats of the religion of the ancient Pagans,
the details of these traditions be considered which was almost altogether founded on
aa asserted historical facts, seeking to con- myths, or popular traditions and legendary
vey nothing more nor less than historical tales ; and hence Keightly (Mythol. of Aninformation, then the improbabilities and cient Greece and Italy, p. 2,) says that "myanachronisms, and other violations of his- thology may be regarded as the repository
torical truth which distinguish many of of the early religion of the people."
Ite
them, must cause them to be rejected by interest to a Masonic student arises from
the scholar as absurd impostures. But the constant antagonism that existed bethere is another and a more advantageous tween its doctrines and those of the Primiview in which these traditions are to be tive Freemasonry of antiquity and the light
considered. Freemasonry is a symbolic in- that the mythological mysteries throw upon
stitution
everything in and about it is the ancient organization of Speculative
symbolic
and nothing more eminently so Masonry.
than its traditions. Although some of
PhilosopUcal. This is a
them
as, for instance, the legend of the
myth or legend that is almost wholly unthird degree
have in all probability a historical, and which has been invented
deep substratum of truth lying beneath, only for the purpose of enunciating and ilover this there is superposed a beautiful lustrating a particular thought or dogma.
structure of symbolism. History has, per- The legend of Euclid is clearly a philohaps, first suggested the tradition ; but then sophical myth.

Pagan gods which have descended from the remotest antiquity, and
in all of which there prevails a symbolic
idea, not always, however, capable of a
positive interpretation. As applied to Freemasonry, the words myth and legend are
fables of the
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;

—
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N.
STaainali. The daughter of Laraech. give him false names." The MohammeTo her the "Legend of the Craft" attri- dans believe that God has ninety -nine
butes the invention of the art of weaving, names, which, with that of Allah, make
and she is united with her three brothers,
by the same legend, in the task of inscribing the several sciences on two pillars, that
the knowledge of them might be preserved
after the flood.

l^abaim.
iNTaked.

See Schools of the Prophets.
In Scriptural symbology,
nakedness denoted sin, and clothing, protection.
But the symbolism of Masonry on
this subject is diflferent.
There, to be
" neither naked nor clothed " is to make no
claim through worldly wealth or honors to
preferment in Masonry, where nothing but
internal merit, which is unaffected by the
outward appearance of the body, is received

recommendation for admission.
of GrOd. A reverential allusion to the name of God, in some especial
and peculiar form, is to be found in the
doctrines and ceremonies of almost all nations.
This unutterable name was respected
by the Jews under the sacred form of the word
as a

Xame

Jehovah. Among the Druids, the three letters I. O. W. constituted the name of Deity.
They were never pronounced, says Giraldus
Cambrensis, but another and less sacred
name was substituted for them. Each
The first is
letter was a name in itself.
the Word, at the utterance of which in the
beginning the world burst into existence
the second is the Word, whose sound still
continues, and by which all things remain
; the third is the Word, by the
utterance of which all things will be consummated in happiness, forever approaching to the immediate presence of the
Deity. The analogy between this and the
past, present, and niture significations contained in the Jewish Tetragrammaton, will

in existence

one hundred and, therefore, their chaplets
or rosaries are composed of one hundred
beads, at each of which they invoke one of
these names and there is a tradition, that
whoever frequently makes this invocation
will find the gates of Paradise open to
him. With them ALLAH is the Ism al
adhem, the Great Name, and they bestow
upon it all the miraculous virtues which
the Jews give to the Tetragrammaton.
This, they say, is the name that was engraven on the stone which Japheth gave to
his children to bring down rain from
heaven and it was by virtue of this name
that Noah made the ark float on the waters,
and governed it at will, without the aid of
;

;

;

oars or rudder.

Among the Hindus there was the same
veneration of the name of God, as is evinced
in their treatment of the mystical name
AUM. The " Institutes of Menu " continually refer to the peculiar efficacy of
this word, of which it is said, " All rites
ordained in the Veda, oblations to fire, and
solemn sacrifices pass away; but that which
passes not away is the syllable
thence
called aishara, since it is a symbol of God,

AUM,

the Lord of created beings."
There was in every ancient nation a
sacred name given to the highest god of its
religious faith, besides the epithets of the
other and subordinate deities.
The old
Aryans, the founders of our race, called
their chief god DYAU8, and in the Vedas
we have the invocation to Dyaus Pilar,
which is the same as the Greek Zsv irarjip,
and the Latin, Jupiter, all meaning the

Heaven-Father, and at once remindingus
of the Christian invocation to " Our Father which art in heaven."
be evident.
There is one incident in the Hindu myAmong the Mohammedans there is a
science called ISM ALLAH, or the science thology which shows how much the old
of the name of God. " They pretend," Indian heart yearned after this expression
says Niebuhr, " that God is the lock of this of the nature of Deity by a name. There
science, and Mohammed the key; that, was a nameless god, to whom, as the " source
consequently, none but Mohammedans can of golden light," there was a worship.
attain it that it discovers what parses in This is expressed in one of the Veda
;

different countries

;

that

it

possessors with the genii,

familiarizes the
who are at the

of the initiated, and who instruct them that it places the winds and
the seasons at their disposal, and heals the
bites of serpents, the lame, the maimed,
and the blind."
In the chapter of the Koran entitled
Araaf, it is written " God has many excellent names. Invoke him by these names,
and separate yourselves from them who

command

;

:

hymns, where the invocation in every
stanza closes with the exclamation, " Who
is the god to whom we shall offer our sacrifice?" Now, says Bunsen, {God in History, i. 302,) "the Brahmanic expositors
must needs find in every hymn the name
of a god who is invoked in it, and so, in this
case, they have actually invented a grammatical divinity, the god Who." What
more pregnant testimony could we have of
the tendency of man to seek a knowledge

:
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of the Divine nature in the expression of a

The Jews had, besides the Tetragrammaton or four-lettered name, two others one
consisting of twelve and the other of forty-
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name?
The Assyrians worshipped
roc,

as their ciiief god.

:

Assur, or Aach

On an

ohelisk,

taken from the palace of Nimrod, we find
the inscription, "to Asarac, the Great
Lord, the King of all the great gods."
Of the veneration of the Egyptians for
the name of their supreme god, we have a
striking evidence in the writings of Herodotus, the Father of History, as he has
been called, who during a visit to Egypt

was initiated into the Osirian mysteries.
Speaking of these initiations, he says, (B.
ii., c. 171,) "the Egyptians represent by
night his sufferings, whose name I refrain
from mentioning." It was no more lawful
among the Egyptians than it was among

two

letters.

But Maimonides, in

his

More

Nevochim, (p. i., clxii.,) remarks that it is
impossible to suppose that either of these
constituted a single name, but that each
must have been composed of several words,
which must, however, have been significant
in making man approximate to a knowledge of the true essence of God. The Kabbalistical book called the Sohar confirms
this when it tells us that there are ten
names of God mentioned in the Bible, and

that when these ten names are combined
into one word, the number of the letters
amounts to forty-two. But the Talmudists,
although they did not throw around the
the Jews, to give utterance aloud to that forty-two-lettered name the sanctity of the
Tetragrammaton, prescribed that it should
Holy Name.
At Byblos the Phoenicians worshipped be communicated only to men of middle
Eliun, the Most High God.
From him age and of virtuous habits, and that its
was descended El, whom Philo identifies knowledge would confirm them as heirs of
with Saturn, and to whom he traces the the future as well as the present life. The
Hebrew Elohim. Of this EL, Max MuUer twelve-lettered name, although once comsays that there was undeniably a primitive mon, became afterwards occult; and when,
religion of the whole Semitic race, and that on the death of Simon the First, the priests
the Strong One in Heaven was invoked ceased to use the Tetragrammaton, they
under this name by the ancestors of the were accustomed to bless the people with
Semitic races, before there were Babyloni- the name of twelve letters. Maimonides
ans in Babylonia, Phoenicians in Sidon and very wisely rejects the idea, that any power
Tyre, or Jews in Mesopotamia and Jeru- was derived from these letters or their prosalem. If so, then the Mosaic adoption nunciation, and claims that the only virtue
of Jehovah, with its more precise teaching of the names consisted in the holy ideas
of the Divine essence, was a step in the expressed by the words of which they were
progress to the knowledge of the Divine composed.
Truth.
The following are the ten Kabbalistic
In China there is an infinite variety of names of God, corresponding to the ten
names of elemental powers, and even of Sephiroth 1. Eheyeh 2. Jah ; 3. Jehoancestral spirits, who are worshipped as vah; 4. El; 5. Eloah; 6. Elohim; 7. Jesubordinate deities; but the ineffable name hovah Sabaoth; 8. Elohim Sabaoth; 9.
is TIEN, compounded of the two signs for Elhi; 10. Adonai.
great and one, and which the Imperial DicLanzi extends his list of divine names to
tionary tells us signifies "the Great One
twenty-six, which, with their signification,
He that dwells on high, and regulates all are as follows
below."
1. At.
The Aleph and Tan, that is.
Drunimond ( Origines) says that
Alpha and Omega.
name figurative of
was the name of the Supreme Deity among the Tetragrammaton.
the ancient Chaldeans. It is evidently
2. Ihoh.
The eternal, absolute principle
the Hebrew -^K DN. and signifies " The of creation, and
Father of Light."
8. JJohi,
destruction, the male and feThe Scandinavians had twelve subordin- male principle, the author and regulator
ate gods, but their chief or supreme deity of time and motion.
was Al-Fathr, or the All Father.
4. Jah.
The Lord and Remunerator.
Even among the red men of America
5. Oh.
The severe and punisher.
we find the idea of an invisible deity,
6. Jao.
The author of life.
whose name was to be venerated. Garoil7. Azazel.
The author of death.
asso de la Vega tells us that while the
8. Jao-Sabaoih.
God of the co-ordinaPeruvians paid public worship to the sun, tions of loves and hatreds. Lord of the
it was but as a symbol of the Supreme
solstices and the equinoxes.
Being, whom they called Paehacamac, a
9. Mie.
The Being; the Ens.
word meaning " the soul of the world," and
10. El.
The first cause. The principle
which was so sacred that it was spoken or beginning of all things.
only with extreme dread.
11. Elo-hi.
The good principle.
;

:

—

ABAUE

A

_

;

NAMES

NAMES

521

The evil principle.
their numbers.
Thus, in the first edition
The succoring principle. of the Book of Constitutions, published in
El-cannum. The abhorring principle. 1723, we find a list of twenty Lodges, regThe most luminous.
Ell.
istered by their numbers, from " No. 1 " to
II.
The omnipotent.
"No. 20," inclusive. Subsequently, they
Ellohim. The omnipotent and benefi- were further designated by the name

12. Elo-ho.

13. El-racoum.

14.
15.
16.

17.
cent.
18. Elohim.
The most beneficent.
19. Elo,
The Sovereign, the Excelsus.
The Lord, the dominator.
20. Adon.
21. Eloi.
The illuminator, the most effulgent.
22.

of the tavern at which they held their
meetings. Thus, in the second edition of
the same work, published in 1738, we meet
with a list of one hundred and six Lodges,
designated sometimes, singularly enough,
as Lodge No. 6, at the Bummer Tavern, in

The most firm, the strongest. Queen Street JVb. 84, at the Black Bog, in
The most high.
Castle Street or No. 98, at the Bacchus
Shaddai. The most victorious.
With such
Tavern, in Little Bush Lane.
Yeshurun. The most generous.
names and localities, we are not to wonder
Noil. The most sublime.
that the " three small glasses of punch," of
Adonai.

;

23. Elion.
24.

25.
26.

Like the Mohammedan Ism Allah, Freemasonry presents us as its most important
feature with this science of the names of
God. But here it elevates itself above Talmudical and Rabbinical reveries, and becomes a symbol of Divine Truth. The
names of God were undoubtedly intended
originally to be a means of communicating
the knowledge of God himself. The name
was, from its construction and its literal
powers, used to give some idea, however

;

which Dr. Oliver so feelingly speaks in his
Booh of the Lodge, were duly appreciated
nor, as he admits, that " there were some
brethren who displayed an anxiety to have

the allowance increased."
In 1766 we read of four Lodges that were
erased from the Register, under the similar
designations of the Globe, Fleet Street;
the lied Gross Inn, Southwark No. 85, at
the George, Ironmongers' Lane; and the
Mercers^ Arras, Mercers' Street. To only
scanty, in early times, of the tru^ nature one of these, it will be perceived, was a
and essence of the Deity. The ineffable number annexed. The name and locality
name was the symbol of the unutterable of the tavern was presumed to be a suffisublimity and perfection of truth which cient distinction. It was not until about
emanate from the Supreme God, while the the close of the eighteenth century, as has
subordinate names were symbols of the been already observed, that we find dissubordinate manifestations of truth. Free- tinctive names beginning to be given to the
masonry has availed itself of this system, Lodges for in 1793 we hear of the Shakthe
and, in its reverence for the Divine Name, speare Lodge, at Stratford-on-Avon
and the
indicates its desire to attain to that truth Royal Brunswick, at Sheffield
The Lodge of Apollo, at Alcester. From that
as the ultimate object of all its labor.
significant words of the Masonic system, time it became a usage among our English
which describe the names of God wherever brethren, from which they have never since
they are found, are not intended merely as departed.
But a better taste began to prevail at a
words of recognition, but as indices, pointing
like the symbolic ladder of Jacob of much earlier period in Scotland, as well as
the first degree, or the winding stairs of in the continental and colonial Lodges. In
the second, or the three gates of the third Scotland, especially, distinctive names apthe way of progress from darkness to pear to have been used from a very early
light, from ignorance to knowledge, from period, for in the very old charter granting
the lowest to the highest conceptions of Di- the office of Hereditary Grand Masters to
vine Truth. And this is, after all, the real the Barons of Eosslyn, and whose date cannot be more recent than 1600, we find
object of all Masonic science.
STames of liOdges. The precedency among the signatures the names of the
and the
of Lodges does not depend on their names, officers of the Lodge of Dunfermline
names
but on their numbers. The rule declaring Lodge of St. Andrew's. Among the
the Scotch Lodges in 1736
that " the precedency of Lodges is grounded in the list of
Kilwinning,
on the seniority of their Constitution " was are. those of St. Mary's Chapel,
undoubtadopted on the 27th of December, 1727. Aberdeen, etc. These names were
The number of the Lodge, therefore, by edly borrowed from localities but in 1763,
while the English Lodges were still content
is established, is al;

;

;

;

—

—

;

which its precedency
with their numerical arrangement only,
ways to be given by the Grand Lodge.
such designations
In England, Lodges do not appear to have we find in Edinburgh
Imk^s, Saint Giles's, and St. David's
received distinctive names before the latter as St.
part of the last century. Up to that period
the Lodges were distinguished simply by

3Q

Lodges.

The Lodges on the

continent,

it is true.

;
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at first adopted the English method of
borrowing a tavern sign for their appellawhence we find the Lodge at the
tion
Oolden Lion, in Holland, in 1734, and before that the Lodge at Hure'a Tavern, in
;

But they soon abandoned
and inelegant mode of nomenclature; and accordingly, in 1739, a
Lodge was organized in Switzerland under

Paris, in 1725.
this inefficient

the appropriate name of Stranger's Perfect
Union. Tasteful names, more or less significant, began thenceforth to be adopted
by the continental Lodges. Among them
we may meet with the Lodge of the Three
0/obes, at Berlin, in 1740; the Minerva
Lodge, at Leipsic, in 1741 Absalom Lodge,
at Hamburg, in 1742 St. George's Lodge,
the Lodge of
at the same place, in 1743
the Orowned Column, at Brunswick, in
1745 ; and an abundance of others, all with
distinctive names, selected sometimes with
much and sometimes with but little taste.
But the worst of them was undoubtedly
better than the Lodge at the Ooose and Grid;

;

;

which met in London in 1717.
In America, from the very introduction

iron,

of Masonry into the continent, significant
names were selected for the Lodges ; and
hence we have, in 1734, St. John's Lodge, at
Boston a Solomon's Lodge, in 1735, at both
Charleston and Savannah and a Union Kilwinning, in 1754, at the former place.
This brief historical digression will serve
as an examination of the rules which should
govern all founders in the choice of Lodge
names. The first and most important rule
is that the name of a Lodge should be
technically significant that is, it must allude to some Masonic fact or characteristic
in other words, there must be something
Masonic about it. Under this rule, all
names derived from obscure or unmasonic
localities should be rejected as unmeaning
and inappropriate. Dr. Oliver, it is true,
thinks otherwise, and says that " the name
of a hundred, or wahpentake, in which the
Lodge is situated, or of a navigable river,
which confers wealth and dignity on the
town, are proper titles for a Lodge." But
a name should always convey an idea, and
there can be conceived no idea worth treasuring in a Mason's mind to be deduced
from bestowing such names as New York,
Philadelphia, or Baltimore, on a Lodge.
The selection of such a name shows but
little originality in the chooser; and, besides, if there be two Lodges in a town,
each is equally entitled to the appellation
and if there be but one, the appropriation
of it would seem to indicate an intention
to have no competition in the fiiture.
Yet, barren of Masonic meaning as are
such geographical names, the adoption of
them is one of the most common faults in
;

;

;

;

American Masonic nomenclature.

The ex-

amination of a very few Registers, taken at
random, will readily evince this fact. Thus,
eighty-eight, out of one hundred and sixty
Lodges in Wisconsin, are named after towns
or counties; of four hundred and thirtyseven Lodges in Indiana, two hundred and
fifty-one have names derived from the
same source geographical names are found
in one hundred and eighty-one out of four
hundred and three Lodges in Ohio, and in
twenty out of thirty-eight in Oregon. But,
to compensate for this, we have seventy-one
Lodges in New Hampshire, and only two
local geographical appellations in the list.
There are, however, some geographical
;

names which are admissible, and, indeed,
highly appropriate. These are the names
of places celebrated in Masonic history
Such titles for Lodges as Jerusalem, Tyre,
Lebanon, and Joppa are unexceptionable.
Patmos, which is the name of a Lodge in
Maryland, seems, as the long residence of
one of the patrons of the Order, to be unobjectionable.

So, too. Bethel, because

it

signifies " the house of God ; " Mount Moriah, the site of the ancient Temple ; Calvary, the small hill on which the sprig of

acacia was found ; Mount Ararat, where the
ark of our father Noah rested; Ophir,
whence Solomon brought the gold and precious stones with which he adorned the
Temple; Tadmor, because it was a city
built by King Solomon; and Salem and
Jebus, because they are synonyms of Jerusalem, and because the latter is especially
concerned with Oman the Jebusite, on

whose " threshing-floor " the Temple was
subsequently built,
are all excellent and
appropriate names for Lodges.
But all
Scriptural names are not equally admissible.
Cabul, for instance, must be rejected,
because it was the subject of contention
between Solomon and Hiram of Tyre ; and
Babylon, because it was the place where
" language was confounded and Masonry
lost," and the scene of the subsequent captivity of our ancient brethren Jericho, because it was under a curse; and Misgab and
Tophet, because they were places of idol
worship. In short, it may be adopted as a
rule, tliat no name should be adopted whose
antecedents are in opposition to the prin-

—

;

ciples of

The

Masonry.

ancient patrons and worthies of
Freemasonry furnish a very fertile source
of Masonic nomenclature, and have been
very liberally used in the selection of
names of Lodges. Among the most important may be mentioned St. John, Solomon, Hiram, King David, Adoniram, Enoch,
Archimedes, and Pythagoras.
The Widow's
Son Lodge, of which there are several instances in the United States, is an afiectiug

;
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too often used.

title,
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Truth,
Union, and Virtue. Frequently, by a transposition of the word
"Lodge "and the distinctive appellation,
with the interposition of the preposition
" of," a more sonorous and emphatic name
Relief,

Kecourse is also to be had to the names
of modern distinguished men who have
honored the Institution by their adherence
to it, or who, by their learning in Masonry, is given by our English and European
and by their services to the Order, have brethren, although the custom is but rarely
merited some marks of approbation. And followed in this country. Thus we have
hence we meet, in England, as the names by this method the Lodge of Regularity, the
of Lodges, with Sussex, Moira, Frederick, Lodge of Fidelity, the Lodge of Industry, and
Zetland, and Robert Burns; and in this the Lodge of Prudent Brethren, in England
country with Washington, Lafayette, Clin- and in France, the Lodge of Benevolent
ton, Franklin, and Ulay.
Care must, how- Friends, the Lodge of Perfect Union, the
ever, be taken that no name be selected Lodge of the Friends of Peace, and the celeexcept of one who was both a Mason and brated Lodge of the Nine Sisters.
had distinguished himself, either by serAs the names of illustrious men will
vices to his country, to the world, or to the sometimes stimulate the members of the
Order.
Oliver says that "the most appro- Lodges which bear them to an emulation
priate titles are those which are assumed of their characters, so the names of the Mafrom the name of some ancient benefactor sonic virtues may serve to incite the brethor meritorious individual who was a native ren to their practice, lest the inconsistency
of the place where the Lodge is held ; as, in of their names and their conduct should
a city, the builder of the cathedral church." excite the ridicule of the world.
In this country we are, it is true, precluded
Another fertile and appropriate source
from a selection from such a source but of names for Lodges is to be found in the
there are to be found some of those old ben- symbols and implements of the Order.
efactors of Freemasonry, who, like Shak- Hence, we frequently meet with such titles
speare and Milton, or Homer and Virgil, as Level, Trowel, Rising Star, Rising Sun,
have ceased to belong to any particular Olive Branch, Evergreen, Doric, Corinthian,
country, and have now become the common Delta, and Comer-Stone Lodges. Acacia is
property of the world-wide Craft. There one of the most common, and at the same
are, for instance, Caraunus, the first royal time one of the mostbeautiful, of these sympatron of Masonry in England
and St. bolic names; but, unfortunately, through
Alban, the first Grand Master and Athel- gross ignorance, it is often corrupted into
stan and Prince Edwin, both active encour- Cassia
an insignificant plant, which has
agers of the art in the same kingdom. no Masonic or symbolic meaning.
There are Wykeham, Oundulph, Oiffard,
An important rule in the nomenclature
Langham, Yevele, (called, in the old records, of Lodges, and one which must at once
the King's Freemason,) and Chicheley, Jer- recommend itself to every person of taste,
myn, and Wren, all illustrious Grand Mas- is that the name should be euphonious.
ters of England, each of whom would be This principle of euphony has been too litwell entitled to the honor of giving name tle attended to in the selection of even geoto a Lodge, and any one of whom would be graphical names in this country, where
better, more euphonious, and more spirit- names with impracticable sounds, or with
stirring than the unmeaning, and often- ludicrous associations, are often affixed to
times crabbed, name of some obscure vil- our towns and rivers. Speaking of a cerlage or post-office, from which too many tain island, with the unpronounceable name
of " Srh," Lieber says, " If Homer himself
of our Lodges derive their titles.
And then, again, among the great bene- were born on such an island, it could not
factors to Masonic literature and laborers become immortal, for the best -disposed
in Masonic science there are such names as scholar would be unable to remember the
Anderson, Dunckerley, Preston, Hutchinson, name " and he thinks that it was no triTovm, Webb, and a host of others, who, fling obstacle to the fame of many Polish
though dead, still live by their writings in heroes in the revolution of that country,
that they had names which left upon the
our memories.
The virtues and tenets
the inculcation mind of foreigners no effect but that of utand practice of which constitute an import- ter confusion. An error like this must alant part of the Masonic system
form ways be avoided in bestowing a name upon
very excellent and appropriate names for a Lodge. The word selected should he soft,
and,
not too long nor too short
Lodges, and have always been popular vocal
among correct Masonic nomenclators. above all, be accompanied in its sound or
Thus we everywhere find such names as meaning by no low, indecorous, or ludiFor this reason such
Charity, Concord, Equality, Faith, Fellow- crous association.
thip, Harmony, Hope, Humility, Mystic Tie, names of Lodges should be rejected as She;

;

;

—

;

—

—

—

—
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boygan and Oconomowoc from the registry
of Wisconsin, because of the uncouthness
of the sound and Sough and Ready and
Indian Diggings from that of California, on
account of the ludicrous associations which
these names convey. Again, Pythagoras
Lodge is preferable to Pythagorean, and
Archimedes is better than Archimedean, because the noun is more euphonious and
more easily pronounced than the adjective.

the Gulf, receiving in its stately progress
mighty children to its bosom ; but
the same name has no significance whatever when applied to a Lodge. Mississippi,
as the name of a river, has a meaning, and
an appropriate one, too as the name of a
Lodge it has none, or a wholly inappropri-

But this rule is difficult to illustrate or enforce; for, after all, this thing of euphony

should be rejected, because, if they have an
appropriate meaning, scarcely any one

is a mere matter of taste, and we all know
the adage, " de gustibus."
few negative rules, which are, however,
easily deduced from the affirmative ones
already given, will complete the topic.
No name of a Lodge should be adopted
which is not, in some reputable way, connected with Masonry. Everybody will acknowledge that Morgan Lodge would be an
anomaly, and that Cowan Lodge would, if
But there are some
possible, be worse.
names which, although not quite as bad as
these, are on principle equally as objectionable.
Why should any of our Lodges, for
instance, assume, as many of them have,
the names of Madison, Jefferson, or Taylor,
since none of these distinguished men were
Masons or patrons of the Craft?
The indiscriminate use of the names of
saints unconnected with Masonry is for a
similar reason objectionable. Besides our
patrons St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist, but three other saints can
lay any claims to Masonic honors, and these
are St. Alban, who introduced,- or is said to
have introduced, the Order into England,
and has been liberally complimented in the
nomenclature of Lodges and St. Swithin,
who was at the head of the Craft in the
reign of Ethelwolf and St. Benedict, who
was the founder of the Masonic fraternity
of Bridge Builders. But St. Mark, St.
Luke, St. Andrew, all of whom have given
names to numerous Lodges, can have no
pretensions to assist as sponsors in these
Masonic baptisms, since they were not at
all connected with the Craft.
To the Indian names of Lodges there is
a radical objection. It is true that their
names are often very euphonious and always significant, for the red men of our
continent are tasteful and ingenious in their
selection of names
much more so, indeed,
than the whites, who borrow from them
but their significance has nothing to do
with Masonry.
"The Father of the
Waters" is a profoundly poetic name in
the original Indian tongue, now represented
by the word "Mississippi," and beautifully
expresses the name of that majestic river,
which pursues its long course of three
thousand miles from beyond the lakes to

knows what
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Such names, therefore, as litlaate one.
homa, Tohepeka, Tuscarawas, or Keozanqua,
mellifluous as some of them are in sound,

it

is;

and

it

is

much more

probable that they have no appropriate
meaning at all. The Indian names of
rivers, mountains, and towns should be
preserved, because they are the memorials
of the original owners of the soil but the
Indianshave no such claims upon Masonry.
There is, in the jurisdiction of New York,
a Manhattan Lodge; now it is said that,
in the aboriginal language, Manhattan
means " the place where we all got drunk,"
and the island was so called because it was
there that the savages first met the white
;

men, and tasted

to excess their " fire water.''

not difl[icult to decide whether a name
with such a meaning is appropriate for a
Lodge, one of whose cardinal principles is
temperance
a principle which I have not
the least doubt that the worthy members
of Manhattan Lodge duly observe. There
is, besides all this, an incongruity in borrowing the appellations of a great religious
and scientific association from the language
of savage and idolatrous tribes.
The same incongruity forbids the name
of the heathen deities. The authors of the
"Helvetian Code" condemn the use of
such names as the Apollo, the Minerva, or
the Vesta., " as being heathen, and furnishing ideas of idolatry and superstition."
From this rule should, however, be excepted
a few names of Pagan divinities, which
have in philosophical language become the
symbols of ideas appropriate to the Masonic system. Thus Hermes, as the syinbol
of science, or Vesta, as denoting the fire of
Masonry, which burns undimmed upon its
altars, may be tolerated
but such titles as
Venus and Mars, both of which are to be
found in old lists of Bussian Lodges, are
It is

—

;

clearly inadmissible.
These rules and the principles on which
they are founded are by no means unimportant. If the old Latin adage be true

"bonum nomen, bonum omen"

—

—

in
every circumstance of life, a good name is
found to be more propitious than a bad
one, then it is essential that a new Lodge,
making choice of a name by which it shall
forever thereafter be known, should rather
select one that is appropriate, euphonious,
and expressive, than one that is unfitting,
if,

NAMUR
uncouth, and meaningless. And it ia useful that some rules should be established
by which the members may bo enabled
without difficulty to make this selection.
It is not meant to exaggerate the importance of names but, while it is admitted
that a good Lodge with a bad name is
better than a bad Lodge with a good one,
it is certain that a good Lodge with a good
name is better than either.
What has been said of Lodges may with
equal propriety be said, mutatis mutandis,
of Chapters, Councils, and Commanderies.
l^amur. A city of Belgium, where the
Primitive Scottish Rite was first established ;
hence sometimes called the Rite of Namur.
Xapbtali. The territory of the tribe
of Naphtali adjoined, on its western border,
to Phoenicia, and there must, therefore,
have been frequent and easy communication
between the Phcenicians and the Naphtal;

NAYMUS
in 18i5,
bons.
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on the accession of the Bour-

Napoleonic Masonry. An Order
under this name, called also the French
Order of Noachites, was established at
Paris, in 1816, by some of the adherents of
the Emperor Napoleon. It was divided
into three degrees: 1. Knight; 2. Commander

;

3.

Grand

Elect.

The

last

degree

was subdivided into three points i. Secret
Judge ii. Perfect Initiate iii. Knight of
the Crown of Oak. The mystical ladder
:

;

in this Rite consisted

;

of eight steps or

whose names were Adam, Eve,
Noah, Lamech, Naamah, Peleg, Oubal,
and Orient. The initials of these words,
properly transposed, compose the word Napoleon, and this is enough to show the
stages,

character of the system.
General Bertrand was elected Grand Master, but, as he
was then in the island of St. Helena, the
Order was directed by a Supreme Commander and two Lieutenants. It was Masonic in form only, and lasted but for a few

resulting sometimes in intermarriage.
This will explain the fact that Hiram the
Builder was the sou of a widow of Naphtali
and a man of Tyre.
years.
National Orand liOdge of OerNaples. Freemasonry must have been
practised in Naples before 1751, for in that many. The Royal Mother Lodge of the
year King Charles issued an edict forbid- Three Globes, which had been established
The author of at Berlin in 1740, and recognized as a
ding it in his dominions.
Anti-Saint Nicaise says that there was a Grand Lodge by Frederick the Great in
Grand Lodge at Naples, in 1766, which was 1744, renounced the Rite of Strict Observin correspondence with the Lodges of Ger- ance in 1771, and, declaring itself free and
many. But its meetings were suspended independent, assumed the title of "The
by a royal edict in Sept., 1775. In 1777 Grand National Mother Lodge of the Three
this edict was repealed at the instigation Globes," by which appellation it is still
of the Queen, and Masonry was again toler- known.
The Grand Orient of France, among its
ated. This toleration lasted, however, only
In 1781 Ferdinand IV. first acts, established, as an integral part
for a brief period.
renewed the edict of suppression, and from of itself, a National Grand Lodge of France,
that time until the end of the century which was to take the place of the old Grand
Freemasonry was subjected in Italy to the Lodge, which, it declared, had ceased to
combined persecutions of the Church and exist. But the year after, in 1773, the NaState, and the Masons of Naples met only tional Grand Lodge was suppressed by the
in secret. In 1793, after the French Revo- power which had given it birth ; and no such
lution, many Lodges were openly organized. power is now recognized in French Masonry.
Grecus. The Sloane MS.
A Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite
was established on the 11th of June, 1809, contains the following passage " Y' befell
of which King Joachim was elected Grand that their was a curious Masson that height
Master, and the Grand Orient of Naples on [was called] Naymus Grecus that had byn
the 24th of the same month. The fact that at the making of Sallomon's Temple, and
the Grand Orient worked according to the he came into France, and there he taught
French Rite, and the Supreme Council ac- the science of Massonrey to men of France."
cording to the Scottish, caused dissensions Who was this "Naymus Grecus"? The
between the two bodies, which, however, writers of these old records of Masonry are
were finally healed. And on the 23d of notiyious for the way in which they mangle
May, 1811, a Concordat was established all names and words that are in a foreign
between the Supreme Council and the tongue. Hence it is impossible to say who
Grand Orient, by which the latter took the or what is meant by this word. It is difsupervision of the degrees up to the eigh- ferently spelled in the various manuscripts :
teenth, and the former of those from the Namots Grecious in the Landsdowne, Naymus
eighteenth to the thirty-third. In October, Groeaus in the Sloane, Grecus alone in the
1812, King Joachim accepted the presi- Edinburgh-Kilwinning, and Maynua Grecus
dency of the Supreme Council aa its Grand in the Dowland. Anderson, in the second
Commander. Both bodies became extinct edition of his Constitutions, (1738,) calls
ites,

Naymus

:

NAZARETH

NEGRO

Oreeus.
Now, it would not be
an altogether wild conjecture to suppose
that some confused idea of Magna Grseoia
was floating in the minds of these unlettered
Masons, especially since the Leland Manuscript records that in Magna Grsecia Pythagoras established his school, and then sent
Masons into France. Between Magna OrcBcia and Mayrms Oreous the bridge is a short
one, not greater than between Tubal -caire
and Wackaa, which we find in a German
Middle Age document. The one being the
name of a place and the other of a person
would be no obstacle to these accommodating record writers; nor must we flinch
at the anachronism of placing one of the

a siege of eighteen months, reduced it.
The city was levelled with the ground, the
Temple pillaged and burned, and the inhabitants carried captive to Babylon. These
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him Mimus

disciples of Pythagoras at the building of

the Solomonic Temple, when we remember
that the same writers make Euclid and
Abraham contemporaries.
Nazareth. A city of Galilee, in which
our Saviour spent his childhood and much
of his life, and whence he is often called,
in the New Testament, the Nazarene, or
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus Nazarerms was a
portion of the inscription on the cross.
(See /. N. R. I.) In the Rose Croix, Nazareth is a significant word, and Jesus is
designated as " our Master of Nazareth,"
to indicate the origin and nature of the new
dogmas on which the Order of the Kosy
Cross was instituted.
Nebraska. Masonry was introduced
into Nebraska in Oct., 1855, by a Charter
from the Grand Lodge of Illinois to Nebraska Lodge. Two other Lodges were subsequently chartered by the Grand Lodges
of Missouri and Iowa. In Sept., 1857, the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska was organized
by a convention of delegates from these
three Lodges, and R. C. Jordan was elected
Grand Master. The Grand Chapter was
organized March 19, 1867.
The Grand
Commandery of Nebraska was instituted
at

Omaha, December

28, 1871.

ATebncbadnezKar. About 630 years
empire and city of Babylon were
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
the Chaldeans, a nomadic race, who, descending from their homes in the Caucasian mountains, had overwhelmed the
countries of Southern Asia.
Nebuchadnezzar was engaged during his whole reign
in wars of conquest.
Among other nations
who fell beneath his victorious arms was
Judea, whose king, Jehoiakim, was slain
by Nebuchadnezzar, and his son, Jehoiachin, ascended the Jewish throne.
After
a reign of three years, he was deposed by
Nebuchadnezzar, and his kingdom given
to his uncle, Zedekiah, a monarch distinguished for his vices. Having repeatedly
rebelled against the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar repaired to Jerusalem, and, after
B. c. the

events are commemorated in the first section
of the English and American Royal Arch
system.
captain, or, as we
IVebnzaradan.
would now call him, a general of Nebuchadnezzar, who commanded the Chaldean
array at the siege of Jerusalem, and who
executed the orders of his sovereign by
the destruction of the city and Temple, and
by carrying the inhabitants, except a few
husbandmen, as captives to Babylon.
The subject of
IVegiro liOdges.
Lodges of colored persons, commonly called
" Negro Lodges," was for many years a
source of agitation in the United States,
not on account, generally, of the color of
the members of these Lodges, but on account of the supposed illegality of their
charters.
The history of their organization
was thoroughly investigated, many years
ago, by Bro. Philip S. Tucker, of Vermont,
and Charles W. Moore, of Massachusetts,
and the result is here given, with the addition of certain facts derived from a statement made by the oflBcers of the Lodge in

A

1827.

On the 20th of Sept., 1784, a Charter for
a Master's Lodge was granted, although not
received until 1787, to Prince Hall and
others, all colored men, under the authority
of the Grand Lodge of England. The
Lodge bore the name of " African Lodge,
No. 429," and was situated in the city of
Boston. This Lodge ceased its connection
with the Grand Lodge of England for many
years, and about the beginning of the present century its registration was stricken
from the rolls of that Grand Lodge, its legal
existence, in the meantime, never having
been recognized by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, to which body it had always
refused to acknowledge allegiance.
After the death of Hall and his colleagues, to whom the Charter had been
granted, the Lodge, for want of some one
to conduct its affairs, fell into abeyance, or,
to use the technical phrase, became dormant. After some years it was revived, but
by whom, or under what process of Masonic law, is not stated, and information of
the revival given to the Grand Lodge of
England, but no reply or recognition was
received from that body. After some hesitation as to what would be the proper
course to pursue, they came to the conclusion, as they have themselves stated, " that,

with what knowledge they possessed of Masonry, and as people of color by themselves,
they were, and ought by rights to be, free
and independent of other Lodges." Ac-

NEIGHBOR

NETHERLANDS

cordingly, on the 18th of June, 1827, they
issued a protocol, in which they said "
publicly declare ourselves free and independent of any Lodge from this day, and
we will not be tributary or governed by any
Lodge but that of our own." They soon
after assumed the name of the "Prince
Hall Grand Lodge," and issued charters
for the constitution of subordinates, and
from it have proceeded all the Lodges of
colored persons now existing in the United
:

We

States.

Admitting even the legality of the English charter of 1784,

— which,

however, is
questionable, as there was already a Masonic authority in Massachusetts upon
whose prerogatives of jurisdiction such
charter was an invasion, it cannot be denied that thq unrecognized self-revival of
1827, and the subsequent assumption of
Grand Lodge powers, were illegal, and rendered both the Prince Hall Grand Lodge
and all the Lodges which emanated from'
it clandestine.
And this has been the
unanimous opinion of all Masonic jurists in

—
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from the East. The principal disciples of
this school were Philo, Judseus, Plotinus,
Porphyry, Jambliclms, Proclus, and Julian
the Apostate. Much of the symbolic teaching of the higher degrees of Masonry has
been derived from the school of the Neoplatonists, especially from the writings of
Jamblichus and Philo Judeeus.

IVe plus ultra. Latin. Nothing more
beyond.
The motto adopted for the degree
of Kadosh by its founders, when it was
supposed to be the summit of Masonry, be-

yond which there was nothing more to be
sought.
And, although higher degrees
have been since added, the motto

is

still

retained.

IVetherlands. Speculative Masonry
was first introduced in the Netherlands by
theopeningat the Hague, in 1731, of an occasional Lodge under a Deputation granted by
Lord Lovel, G. M. of England, of which Dr.
Desaguliers was Master, for the purpose of
conferring the first and second degrees on the

Duke

of Lorraine, afterwards the Emperor
Francis I. He received the third degree
this country.
subsequently in England. But it was not
IVeiglibor. All the Old Constitutions until September HOth, 1734, that a regular
have the charge that " every Mason shall Lodge was opened by Brother Vincent de
keep true counsel of Lodge and Chamber," la Chapelle, as Grand Master of the United
[Sloane MS.)
This is enlarged in the An- Provinces, who may therefore be regarded
dersonian Charges of 1722 thus : " You are as the originator of Masonry in the Nethernot to let your family, friends, a.ndneighbora lands.
In 1735, this Lodge received a
know the concerns of the Lodge." How- Patent or Deputation from the Grand Lodge
ever loquacious a Mason may be in the of England, John Cornelius Eademaker,
natural confidence of neighborhood inter- being appointed Provincial Grand Master,
course, he must be reserved in all that re- and several daughter Lodges were eslates to the esoteric concerns of Masonry.
tablished by it. In the same year the
Dpi.
But properly, accord- States General prohibited all Masonic
ing to the Masoretic pointing, NAKAM.
meetings by an edict issued Nov. 30th, 1735.
Hebrew word signifying Vengeance, and a The Eoman clergy actively persecuted the
significant word in the high degrees. See Masons, which seems to have produced a reaction, for in 1737 the magistrates repealed
Vengeance.
STekamab. nnpJ. Hebrew, signify- the edict of suppression, and forbade the
ing Vengeance, and, like Naham, a signifi- clergy from any interference with the
cant word in the high degrees.
Order, after which Masonry flourished in
corruption of Nimrod, the United Provinces. The Masonic innoXembroth.
vations and controversies that had affected
frequently used in the Old Records.
Xeoptayte. Greek, vio^vToi;, newly the rest of the continent never successfully
•planted.
In the primitive church, it signi- obtruded on the Dutch Masons, who pracfied one who had recently abandoned Juda- tised with great fidelity the simple rite of
ism or Paganism and embraced Christian- the Grand Lodge of England, although
ity; and in the Eoman Church those re- an attempt had been made in 1757 to incently admitted into its communion are troduce them. In 1798, the Grand Lodge
still so called.
Hence it has also been ap- adopted a Book of Statutes, by which it acplied to the young disciple of any art or cepted the three symbolic degrees, and reThus Ben Jonson calls a young ferred the four high degrees of the French
science.
In 1816, Prince
actor, at his first entrance " on the boards," Eiteto a Grand Chapter.
a neophyte player. In Freemasonry the Frederick attempted a reform in the denewly initiated and uninstructed candidate grees, which was, however, only partially
successful.
The Grand Lodge of the
is sometimes so designated.
;philosophical Netherlands, whose Orient is at the Hague,
Ifeoplatonism.
school, founded at Alexandria in Egypt, tolerates the high degrees without actually
which added to the theosophic theories of recognizing them. Most of the Lodges
Plato many mystical doctrines borrowed confine themselves to the symbolic degrees

Nekam.

A

A

A

'

,

NET-WOKK

NICOLAI

of St. John's Masonry, while a few practhe reformed system of Prince i red-

prerogative by the establishment of Lodges
in that province, but presume that he did.
On Dec. 18, 1786, a convention was held
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tise

erick.

Work.

One of the decorations
Netof the pillars at the porch of the Temple.
See Pillars of the Porch.

TfeTada.

Nevada was

originally

Jiew Brnnswick. Freemasonry was
introduced into this province about the
middle of the last century by both the
Grand Lodges of Scotland and England,
and afterwards by that of Ireland. The
former two bodies appointed, at a later
period. Provincial Grand Masters, and in
1844 the Provincial Grand Lodge of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick was organized
on the registry of Scotland. The province
of New Brunswick becoming an independent portion of the Dominion of Canada, a
established in Septem-

ber, 1867, by a majority of the Lodges of
the territory, and B. Lester Peters was

Grand Master. Capitular, Cryptic,
and Templar Masonry each have bodies in
elected

the province.

Wew

New

Brunswick, and a Grand Lodge or-

ganized, the Hon. David Brearley, Chief
Justice of the State, being elected Grand
Master. The Grand Chapter was organized at Burlington, Dec. 30, 1856; the
Grand Council, Nov. 26, I860; and the
Grand Commandery, Feb. 14, 1860.
York. If we exclude the Deputation of David Coxe for New Jersey,
which included New York and several
other provinces, the first Deputation for
New York was that granted in 1737, during the Grand Mastership of the Earl of
Darnley, to Richard Eiggs as Provincial
Grand Master; but there is no record of
In
his having established any Lodges.

a

part of California, and when separated
from it in 1865, there were eight Lodges
in it working under Charters from the
Grand Lodge of California. These Lodges
in that year held a convention at Virginia,
and organized the Grand Lodge of Nevada.
BTe "Varietur. Latin. Lest it should
These words refer to the Mabe changed.
sonic usage of requiring a hrother, when he
receives a certificate from a Lodge, to affix
his name, in his own handwriting, in the
margin, as a precautionary measure, which
enables distant brethren, by a comparison
of the handwriting, to recognize the true
and original owner of the certificate, and
to detect any impostor who may surreptitiously have obtained one.

Grand Lodge was

at

New

'

1747 another Deputation was issued, during
the Grand Mastership of Lord Byron, to
Francis Goulet. In 1753, Lord Carysfort
being Grand Master of England, a Deputation was issued to George Harrison. As
Provincial Grand Master, he organized
several Lodges. In 1760, Sir John Johnson was appointed Provincial Grand Master, and he held the office until the commencement of the Revolutionary War.
During that war most, if not all, of the
Lodges suspended labor. On Sept. 5, 1781
a Warrant was obtained from the Athol
Grand Lodge, and a Provincial Grand
Lodge was opened in the city of New
York,
After the close of the war, this
body abandoned its provincial character, and
assumed the title of the " Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of
New York," and under that title it continues to exist. Dissensions and schisms
have, from time to time, arisen, but for
many years past there has been uninterrupted harmony and union. The Grand
Chapter was organized March 4, 1798 ; the
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters in 1807
and the Grand Commandery,
June 18, 1814. The Scottish Eite was first
legally introduced as a governing body in
1813, by the formation, in the city of New
York, of a Supreme Council for the Northern Jurisdiction by the Mother Council at
Charleston.
Lodge of Perfection had,
however, long before existed at Albany.

Hampshire. Freemasonry
was introduced into New Hampshire in
June, 1734, by the constitution of St.
John's Lodge at Portsmouth, under a
Charter from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Several other Lodges were subsequently constituted by the same authority.
In 1789 a convention of these
Lodges was held at Dartmouth, and the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire organA
ized, and John Sullivan, the President of
the State, was elected Grand Master. A
Nicolal, Christoph Friedrich.
Grand Chapter was organized in 1819, and a Christopher Frederick Nicolai, author of
Grand Commandery in 1860.
a very interesting essay on the origin of
Wew Jersej^. We do not know at the Society of Freemasons, was a bookwhat precise period Freemasonry was in- seller of Berlin, and one of the most dis,'

New Jersey. Preston says
that in 1729, during the Grand Mastership
of the Duke of Norfolk, Mr. Daniel Coxe
was appointed Provincial Grand Master
I have not been able to
for New Jersey.
obtain any evidence that he exercised his
troduced into

tinguished of the German savans of that
Augustan age of German literature in which
he lived. He was born at Berlin on the
18th of March, 1783, and died in the same
city on the 8th of January, 1811. He was the
editor of, and an industrious contributor to,

"

:

:

NIGHT

NICOLAI
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two German periodicals of higt literary character, a learned writer on various subjects
of science and philosophy, and the intimate
friend of Lessing, whose works he edited,
and of the illustrious Mendelssohn.
In 1782-3, he published a work with the

naturally adopted the Masonic implements
Although this association, like
as symbols.
the Eoyal Society, sought, but by a different
method, to inculcate the principles of natural science and philosophy, it subsequently
Most of its
took a political direction.
following title Versuch iiber die Bessehuldi- members were strongly opposed to the
gungen vielche dem Tempelherrnorden gemacht Puritanism of the dominant party and were
warden und iiber dessen Oeheimniss; nebst in favor of the royal cause, and hence their
einem Anhange Uber das JSnsiehen der Frei- meetings, ostensibly held for the purpose
maurergesellschaft/ i. e., "An Essay on the of scientific investigation, were really used
accusations made against the Order of to conceal their secret political efforts to
Knights Templars and their mystery; with restore the exiled house of Stuart. From
an Appendix on the origin of the Frater- this society, which subsequently underwent
nity of Freemasons." In this work Nicolai a decadence, sprang out the revival in
advanced his peculiar theory on the origin 1717, ^hich culminated in the establishof Freemasonry, which is substantially as ment of the Grand Lodge of England.
follows
Such was the theory of Nicolai. Few
Lord Bacon, taking certain hints from will be found at the present day to concur
the writings of Andrea, the founder of in all his views, yet none can refuse to
Bosicrucianism and his English disciple, award to him the praise of independence of
Fludd, on the subject of the regeneration opinion, originality of thought, and an enof the world, proposed to accomplish the tire avoidance of the beaten paths of hearsame object, but by a different and entirely say testimony and unsupported tradition.
opposite method. For, whereas, they ex- His results may be rejected, but his method
plained everything esoterically. Bacon's of attaining them must be commended.
plan was to abolish all distinction between
Lodges, all over the world,,
Sflglit.
the esoteric and the exoteric, and to de- meet, except on special occasions, at night.
monstrate everything by proofs from na- In this selection of the hours of night and
ture.
This idea he first promulgated in his darkness for initiation, the usual coinciInstauratio Magna, but afterwards more dence will be found between the ceremonies
fully developed in his New Atlantis.
In of Freemasonry and those of the Ancient
this latter work, he introduced his beauti- Mysteries, showing their evident derivation
ful apologue, abounding in Masonic ideas, from a common origin.
Justin says that
in which he described the unknown island at Eleusis, Triptolemus invented the art of
of Bensalem, where a king had built a sowing corn, and that, in honor of this inlarge edifice, called after himself, Solomon's vention, the nights were consecrated to
House. Charles I., it is said, had been initiation. The application is, however,
much attracted by this idea, and had in- rather abstruse.
In the Bacchw of Euripides, that autended to found something of the kind
upon the plan of Solomon's Temple, but thor introduces the god Bacchus, the supthe occurrence of the civil war prevented posed inventor of the Dionysian mysteries,
as replying to the question of King Penthe execution of the project.
The idea lay for some time dormant, but theus in the following words
was subsequently revived, in 1646, by WalIIEN. Ta i'Upa viKTup, J) ficB' iplpav kXiij;
lis, Wilkins, and several other learned men,
who established the Eoyal Society for the
Ewrip. Bacch. Act II., I. 485.
purpose of carrying out Bacon's plan of
:

communicating to the world

scientific

and

philosophical truths. About the same time
another society was formed by other learned
men, who sought to arrive at truth by the investigations of alchemy and astrology. To
this society such men as Ashmole and
Lily were attached, and they resolved to
construct a, House of Solomon in the island
of Bensalem, where they might communicate their instructions by means of secret
symbols. To cover their mysterious designs, they got themselves admitted into
the Mason's Company, and held their meetings at Masons' Hall, in Masons' Alley,
Basinghall Street. As freemen of London,
they took the name of Freemasons, and

SB

84

" Pentheus.

—By, night or day, these sacred
perform'st thou
—Mostly by night, for venerable

rites

?

Bacchus.

is

darkness ;

and in all the other mysteries the same reason
was assigned for nocturnal celebrations, since
night and darkness have something solemn
and august in them which is disposed to fill
the mind with sacred awe. And hence
black, as an emblem of darkness and night,
was considered as the color appropriate to
the mysteries.
In the mysteries of Hindustan, the candidate for initiation, having been duly prepared by previous purifications, was led at

:

NINE

NILE
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the dead of night to the gloomy cavern, in
which the mystic rites were performed.
The same period of darkness was adopted
for the celebration of the mysteries of MiAmong the Druids of
thras, in. Persia.
Britain and Gaul, the principal annual initiation commenced at "low twelve," or
midnight of the eve of May- day. In short,
it is indisputable that the initiations in all
the Ancient Mysteries were nocturnal in
their character.

The reason given by the ancients for this
selection of night as the time for initiation,
is equally applicable to the system of Freemasonry. '' Darkness," says Oliver, " was
an emblem of death, and death was a preIt will be at once
lude to resurrection.
seen, therefore, in what manner the doctrine
of the resurrection was iuculcated and exemplified in these remarkable institutions."
Death and the resurrection were the doctrines taught in the Ancient Mysteries ; and
night and darkness were necessary to add to
the sacred awe and reverence which these
doctrines ought always to inspire in the rational and contemplative mind.
The same
doctrines form the very groundwork of
Freemasonry and as the Master Mason, to
use the language of Hutchinson, " represents a man saved from the grave of iniquity
and raised to the faith of salvation," darkness and night are the appropriate accompaniments to the solemn ceremonies which
;

demonstrate this profession.
IVile. There is a tradition in the old
Masonic Records that the inundations of
the river Nile, in Egypt, continually destroying the perishable landmarks by which one
man could distinguish his possessions from
those of another, Euclid instructed the
people in the art of geometry, by which
they might measure their lands and then
taught them to bound them with walls and
ditches, so that after an inundation each
man could identify his own boundaries.
The tradition is given in the Cooke MS.
thus " Eu Clyde was one of the first founders
of Geometry, and he gave hit name, for in
his tyme there was a water in that lond of
;

:

Egypt that

is

called Nilo,

and hit flowid so

men myght not
dwelle therein.
Then this worthi clerke
Enclide taught hem to make grete wallys
and diches to holde owt the watyr, and he
by Gemetria mesured the londe and departyd hit in divers partys, and made every
man to close his owne parte with walles
and diches." This legend of the origin of
the art of geometry was borrowed by the
old Operative Masons from the Origines of
St. Isidore of Seville, where a similar story
ferre into the londe that

tau.

]yiiiirod. The legend of the Craft in
the Old Constitutions refers to Nimrod as
one of the founders of Masonry. Thus in
the York Manuscript we read: "At y*
makeing of y" Toure of Babell there was
Masonrie first much esteemed of, and the
King of Babilon y' was called Nimrod was
mason himselfe and loved well Masons."
And the Cooke Manuscript thus repeats the

A

story:

"And

Latin.

A

Nothing
motto or device

this

same Nembroth began

the towre of babilon and he taught to his
werkemen the craft of Masonrie, and he
had with him many Masons more than
forty thousand. And he loved and cherished
them well." The idea no doubt sprang out
of the Scriptural teaching that Nimrod
was the architect of many cities ; a statement not so well expressed in the authorized version, as it is in the improved one
of Bochart, which says " From that land
Nimrod went forth to Asshur, and builded
Nineveh, and Rehoboth city, and Calah,
and Resen between Nineveh and Calah, that
:

the great city."
!IVine. If the number three was celebrated among the ancient sages, that of
three times three had no less celebrity ; because, according to them, each of the three
elements which constitute our bodies is
ternary: the water containing earth and
fire the earth containing igneous and aqueis

;

ous particles and the fire being-tempered
by globules of water and terrestrial corpuscles which serve to feed it.
No one of the
three elements being entirely separated
from the others, all material beings composed of these three elements, whereof each
is triple, may be designated by the figurative number of three times three, which has
become the symbol of all formations of
bodies.
Hence the name of ninth envelop
given to matter. Every material extension,
every circular line, has for its representative
sign the number nine among the Pythagoreans, who had observed the property
which this number possesses of reproducing
itself incessantly and entire in every multiplication ; thus oflering to the mind a very
striking emblem of matter, which is incessantly composed before our eyes, after having undergone a thousand decompositions.
The number nine was consecrated to the
Spheres and the Muses. It is the sign of
every circumference; because a circle or
360 degrees is equal to 9, that is to say, 3
6
9.
Nevertheless, the ancients regarded this number with a sort of terror
they considered it a bad presage; as the
;

+ =

is told.

]Vil nisi claTls.
but the hey is wanting.

attached to the double triangle of
Royal Arch Masonry. It is inscribed on
the Royal Arch badge or jewel of the
Grand Chapter of Scotland, the other devices being a double triangle and a triple
often

+

;

NINEVEH

NOACHITE

symbol of

emblem

versatility, of change, and the
of the frailty of human affairs.

Wherefore they avoided all numbers where
nine appears, and chiefly 81, the produce
of 9 multiplied by itself, and the addition
whereof, 8+1, again presents the number 9.
As the figure of tne number 6 was the
symbol of the terrestrial globe, animated
by a divine spirit, the figure of the number
9 symbolized the earth, under the influence
of the Evil Principle; and thence the
terror it inspired. Nevertheless, according
to the Kabbalists, the cipher 9 symbolizes
the generative egg, or the image of a little
globular being, from whose lower side seems
to flow its spirit of life.
The Ennead, signifying an aggregate of
nine things or persons, is the first square of
unequal numbers.
Every one is aware of the singular properties of the number 9, which, multiplied
by itself or any other number whatever,
gives a result whose final sum is always 9,
or always divisible by 9.
9, multiplied by each of the ordinary
numbers, produces an arithmetical progression, each member whereof, composed
of two figures, presents a remarkable fact
for

example:

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
9

.

18

The

.

27

first

.

36

.

45

.

54

.

7.8.
63

.

72

.

9. 10
81

.

90

line of figures gives the regular

from 1 to 10.
The second reproduces this line doubly;
first ascending from the first figure of 18,
and then returning from the second figure
series,

of 81.

In Freemasonry, 9 derives its value from
being the product of 3 multiplied into
itself, and consequently in Masonic language the number 9 is always denoted by
the expression 3 times 3. For a similar
reason, 27, which is 3 times 9, and 81, which
is 9 times 9, are esteemed as sacred numbers
in the higher degrees.
Brineveli. The capital of the ancient
kingdom of Assyria, and built by Nimrod.
The traditions of its greatness and the magnificence of its buildings were familiar to
the Arabs, the Greeks, and the Romans.
The modern discoveries of Rich, of Botta,
and other explorers, have thrown ipuch
light upon its ancient condition, and have
shown that it was the seat of much architectural splendor and of a profoundly symits

bolical religion, which had something of
the characteristics of the Mithraic worship.
In the mythical relations of the Old Constitutions, which make up the legend of
the Craft, it is spoken of as the ancient
birthplace of Masonry, where Nimrod, who
was its builder, and "was a Mason and
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loved well the Craft," employed 60,000 Masons to build it, and gave them a charge
" that they should be true," and this, says
the Harleian Manuscript, was the first time
that any Mason had any charge of Craft.
IVisan. jD^J. The seventh month of
the Hebrew civil year, and corresponding
to the months of March and April, commencing with the new moon of the former.
Xoactaldee. The descendants of Noah.
term applied to Freemasons on the theory, derived from the " legend of the Craft,"
that Noah was the father and founder of
the Masonic system of theology.
And
hence the Freemasons claim to be his descendants, because in times past they preserved 'the pure principles of his religion
amid the corruptions of surrounding faiths.
Dr. Anderson first used the word in this
sense in the second edition of the Book of
Constitutions : "
Mason is obliged by his
tenure to observe the moral law as a true
Noachida." But he was not the inventor
of the term, which, as indicating a Mason,
was derived by Anderson, most probably,
from the Chevalier Ramsay.

A

A

IVoachite, or Prussian Knight.
(Koachite ou Chevalier Prussien.)
1. The
twenty-first degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. The history as well
as the character of this degree is a very singular one. It is totally unconnected with
the series of Masonic degrees which are
founded upon the Temple of Solomon, and
Hence the
is traced to the tower of Babel.
Prussian Knights call themselves Noachites,
or Disciples of Noah, while they designate
all other Masons as Hiramites, or Disciples
of Hiram. The early French rituals state
that the degree was translated in 1757 from
the German by M. de Beraye, Knight of
Eloquence in the Lodge of the Count St.
Gelaire, Inspector General of Prussian
Lodges in France. Lenning gives no credit
to this statement, but admits that the origin of the degree must be attributed to the
year above named. The destruction of the
tower of Babel constitutes the legend of the
degree, whose mythical founder is said to
have been Peleg, the chief builder of that
edifice. A singular regulation is that there
shall be no artificial light in the Lodge
room, and that the meetings shall be held
on the night of the full moon of each month.
The degree was adopted by the Council
of Emperors of the East and West, and in
that way became subsequently a part of the
system of the Scottish Rite. But it is misplaced in any series of degrees supposed to

emanate from the Solomonic Temple. It
is, as an unfitting link, an unsightly interruption of the chain of legendary symbolism substituting Noah for Solomon, and
Peleg for Hiram Abif. The Supremo

;

NOACHITES

NOAH

Council for the Southern Jurisdiction has
abandoned the original ritual and made
the degree a representation of the Vehmgericht or Westphaliau Franc Judges. But
this by no means relieves the degree of the

script Constitutions that are extant, Noah
and the flood play an important part of
the "Legend of the Craft." Hence, as the
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lUfoah.

In

all

the old Masonic

manu-

Masonic system became developed, the
Patriarch was looked upon as what was
And this concalled a patron of Masonry.
nection of Noah with the mythic history
of the Order was rendered still closer by
the influence of many symbols borrowed
from the Arkite worship, one of the most
predominant of the ancient faiths. So inLieutenant Commander, two Wardens, au timately were incorporated the legends of
Orator, Treasurer, Secretary, Master of Noah with the legends of Masonry that
Ceremonies, Warder, and Standard Bearer. Freemasons began, at length, to be called,
The apron is yellow, inscribed with an arm and are still called, "Noachidse," or the
holding a sword and the Egyptian figure descendants of Noah, a term first applied
of silence. The order is black, and the by Anderson, and very frequently used at

objection of Masonic incompatibility. That
it was ever adopted into the Masonic system is only to be attributed to the passion
for high degrees which prevailed in France
in the middle of the last century.
In the modern ritual the meetings are
called Grand Chapters. The officers are a

jewel a full

moon

or a triangle traversed

by an arrow. In the original ritual there
is a coat of arms belonging to the degree,
which is thus emblazoned: Party per fess
in chief, azure, sem6 of stars, or a full moon,
argent ; in base, sable, an equilateral triangle, having an arrow suspended from its
upper point, barb downwards, or.

The legend of the degree

describes the
travels of Peleg from Babel to the north

of Europe, and ends with the following
narrative : " In trenching the rubbish of the
salt-mines of Prussia was found in A. d.
553, at a depth of fifteen cubits, the appearance of a triangular building in which was
a column of white marble, on which was
written in Hebrew the whole history of
the Noachites. At the side of this column
was a tomb of freestone on which was a
piece of agate inscribed with the following
epitaph Here rest the ashes of Peleg, our
Grand Architect of the tower of Babel.
The Almighty had pity on him because he
:

became humble."
This legend, although wholly untenable
on historic grounds, is not absolutely pue-

The dispersion of the human race
in the time of Peleg had always been a
topic of discussion among the learned.
Long dissertations had been written to
show that all the nations of the world,
rile.

even America, had been peopled by the
three sons of Noah and their descendants.
The object of the legend seems, then, to have
been to impress the idea of the thorough
dispersion.
The fundamental idea of the
degree is, under the symbol of Peleg, to
teach the crime of assumption and the virtue of humility.
2. The degree was also adopted into the
Eite of Mizraim, where it is the thirty-fifth.
Tfoacbltes. The same as Noachidm,

which see.
TToactaite, SoTereign.
Souverain.)

A

[Noachite
degree contained in the no-

menclature of Fustier.

the present day.
It

is

scholar

necessary, therefore, that every
desires to investigate the le-

who

gendary symbolism of Freemasonry should
make himself acquainted with the Noachic
myths upon which much of it is founded.
Dr. Oliver, it is true, accepted them all with
a child-like faith but it is not likely that
the sceptical inquirers of the present day
will attribute to them any character of authenticity.
Yet they are interesting, because they show us the growth of legends
out of symbols, and they are instructive
because they are for the most part sym;

bolic.

The " Legend of the Craft" tells us that
the three sons of Lamech and his daughter,
Naamah, " did know that God would take
vengeance for sin, either by fire or water
wherefore they wrote these sciences which
they had found in two pillars of stone, that
they might be found after the flood." Subsequently, this legend took a different form,
and to Enoch was attributed the precaution
of burying the stone of foundation in the
bosom of Mount Moriah, and of erecting
the two pillars above it.
;

The

Masonic myth referring to Noah
is one which tells us
while he was piously engaged in the
first

that presents itself
that,

task of exhorting his contemporaries to
repentance, his attention had often been
directed to the pillars which Enoch had
erected on Mount Moriah. By diligent
search he at length detected the entrance
to the subterranean vault, and, on pursuing
his inquiries, discovered the stone of foundation, although he was unable to comprehend the mystical characters there depos-

Leaving these, therefore, where he
had found them, he simply took away the
stone of foundation on which they had
been deposited, and placed it in the ark as
ited.

a convenient altar.
Another myth, preserved in one of the
ineflable degrees, informs us that the ark

KOAH

NOAH
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was

built of cedars which grew upon quently, we shall find some allusion to it
Mount Lebanon, and that Noah employed in the annals of every people and some
the Sidonians to cut them down, under the memorial of the principal circumstances
superintendence of Japheth. The succes- connected with it, in their religious observsors of these Sidonians, in after times, ances.
At first, it is to be supposed that a

according to the same tradition, were employed by King Solomon to fell and prepare cedars on the same mountain for his
stupendous Temple.
The record of Genesis lays the foundation for another series of symbolic myths
connected with the dove, which has thus
been introduced into Masonry.
After forty days, when Noah opened the
window of the ark that he might learn if
the waters had subsided, he despatched a
raven, which, returning, gave him no satisfactory information.
He then sent forth
a dove three several times, at an interval
of seven days between each excursion. The
first time, the dove, finding no resting-place,
quickly returned the second time she came
back in the evening, bringing in her mouth
an olive-leaf, which showed that the waters
must have sufficiently abated to have exposed the tops of the trees; but on the
third departure, the dry land being entirely
uncovered, she returned no more.
In the Arkite rites, which arose after
the dispersion of Babel, the dove was always considered as a sacred bird, in commemoration of its having been the first
discoverer of land. Its name, which in
Hebrew is ionah, was given to one of the
earliest nations of the earth ; and, as the
emblem of peace and good fortune, it became the bird of Venus. Modern Masons
have commemorated the messenger of
Noah in the honorary degree of " Ark and
Dove," which is sometimes conferred on
Eoyal Arch Masons.
On the 27th day of the second month,
equivalent to the 12th of November, in the
year of the world 1657, Noah, with his
It was exactly one
family, left the ark.
year of 365 days, or just one revolution of
the sun, that the patriarch was enclosed in
the ark. This was not unobserved by the
descendants of Noah, and hence, in consequence of Enoch's life of 365 days, and
Noah's residence in the ark for the same
apparently mystic period, the Noachites
confounded the worship of the solar orb
with the idolatrous adoration which they
paid to the patriarchs who were saved
from the deluge. They were led to this,
too, from an additional reason, that Noah,
as the restorer of the human race, seemed,
in some sort, to be a type of the regenerating powers of the sun.
So important an event as the deluge,
must have produced a most impressive
eflfect upon the religious dogmas and rites
of the nations which succeeded it. Conse;

veneration for the character of the second
parent of the human race must have been
long preserved by his descendants.
Nor
wouM they have been unmindful of the
proper reverence due to that sacred vessel
sacred in their eyes
which had preserved their great progenitor from the fury
of the waters. "They would long cherish," says Alwood, {Lit. Antiq. of Oreece, p.
182,) " the memory of those worthies who
were rescued from the common lot of utter
ruin; they would call to mind, with an
extravagance of admiration, the means
adopted for their preservation they would
adore the wisdom which contrived, and the
goodness which prompted to, the execution
of such a plan." So pious a feeling would
exist, and be circumscribed within its
proper limits of reverential gratitude, while
the legends of the deluge continued to be
preserved in their purity, and while the
divine preserver of Noah was remembered
as the one god of his posterity. But when,
by the confusion and dispersion at Babel,
the true teachings of Enoch and Noah
were lost, and idolatry or polytheism was
substituted for the ancient faith, then

—

—

;

Noah became a

god, worshipped

under

names in difierent countries, and
the ark was transformed into the temple
of the Deity. Hence arose those peculiar
diiferent

systems of initiations which, known under
the name of the " Arkite rites," formed a
part of the worship of the ancient world,
and traces of which are to be found in
almost all the old systems of religion.
It was in the six hundredth year of his
age, that Noah, with his family, was reGrateful for his
leased from the ark.
preservation, he erected an altar and presacrifice of thank-offerings to the
Masonic tradition says, that for
Deity.
this purpose he made use of that stone of
foundation which he had discovered in the
subterranean vault of Enoch, and which
he had carried with him into the ark. It
was at this time that God made his covenant with Noah, and promised him that
the earth should never again be destroyed
by a flood. Here, too, he received those

pared a

A

commandments
himself and

for the government of
his
posterity which have

been called "the seven precepts of the
Noachidae."
It is to be supposed that Noah and his
immediate descendants continued to live
for many years in the neighborhood of the
mountain upon which the ark had been
thrown by the subsidence of the waters.

:
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There

is indeed no evidence that the patriarch ever removed from it. In the nine
hundred and fiftieth year of his age he
died, and, according to the tradition of the
Orientalists, was buried in the land of
Mesopotamia. During that period of his
life which was subsequent to the deluge,
he continued to instruct his children in the
great truths of religion. Hence, Masons
are sometimes called Noachidse, or the sons
of Noah, to designate them, in a peculiar
manner, as the preservers of the sacred
deposit of Masonic truth bequeathed to

them by

great ancestor; and circumstances intimately connected with the
transactions of the immediate descendants
of the patriarch are recorded in a decree
their

which has been adopted by the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite under the

name of " Patriarch Noachite."
The primitive teachings of the

patriarch,

which were simple but comprehensive, continued to be preserved in the line of the
patriarchs and the prophets to the days of
Solomon, but were soon lost to the other
descendants of Noah, by a circumstance to
which we must now refer. After the death of
Noah, his sons removed from the region of
Mount Ararat, where, until then, they had
resided, and "travelling from the East,
found a plain in the land of Shinar, and
dwelt there." Here they commenced the
building of a lofty tower. This act seems
to have been displeasing to God, for in
consequence of it, he confounded their
language, so that one could not understand
what another said ; the result of which was
that they separated and dispersed over the
face of the earth in search of different
dwelling-places.
With the loss of the
original language, the great truths which
that language had conveyed, disappeared
from their minds. The worship of the one
true God was abandoned.
multitude of
deities began to be adored.
Idolatry took
the place of pure theism. And then arose
the Arkite rites, or the worship of Noah
and the Ark, Sabaism, or the adoration of
the stars, and other superstitious observances, in all of which, however, the priesthood, by their_ mysteries or initiations into
a kind of Spurious Freemasonry, preserved,
among a multitude of errors, some faint
allusions to the truth, and retained just so

A

much

light
visible."

as to

make

their "darkness

Such are the Noachic traditions of
sonry, which, though if considered as

Mama-

of history, would be worth but litlie,
yet have furnished valuable sources of symbolism, and in that way are full of wise
terials

instruction.

IVoata, Precepte of. The precepts
of the patriarch Noah, which were pre-

served as the Constitutions of our ancient
brethren, are seven in number, and are as
follows

4.

Renounce all idols.
Worship the only true God.
Commit no murder.
Be not defiled by incest.

5.

Do

not

6.

Be

just.

7.

Eat no

1.

2.

3.

steal.

flesh

with blood in

it.

The "proselytes of the gate," as the
Jews termed those who lived among them
without undergoing circumcision or observing the ceremonial law, were bound to
obey the seven precepts of Noah. The
Talmud says that the first six of these precepts

were

given originally by

God

to

Adam, and the seventh

afterwards to Noah.
These precepts were designed to be obligatory on all the Noachidse, or descendants of
Noah, and consequently, from the time of
Moses, the Jews would not sufler a stranger
to live among them unless he observed
these precepts, and never gave quarter in
battle to an enemy who was ignorant of

them.

SToffodei. The name of this person is
differently spelled by different writers. Villani, and after him Burnes, call him Noffo
Dei, Reghellini Neffodd, and Addison Nosso
de Florentin; but the more usual spelling is

He and Squin de Flexian were
the first to make those false accusations
against the Knights Templars which led to
the downfall of the Order. Nafibdei, who
was a Florentine, is asserted by some writers
to have been an apostate Templar, who
had been condemnea by the Preceptor and
Chapter of France to perpetual imprisonment for impiety and crime. But Dupui
denies this, and says that he never was a
Noffodei.

Templar, but that, having been banished
from his native country, he had been con-

demned to rigorous penalties by the Prevost of Paris for his crimes. For a history
of his treachery to the Templars, see Sqmn
de Flexian.
SToinencIatiire. There are several
Masonic works, printed or in manuscript,
which contain lists of the names of degrees
in Masonry.
Such a list is called by the
French writers a nomenclature. The most
important of these nomenclatures are those
of Peuvret, Fustier, Pyron, and Lemanceau.
Ra^on has a nomenclature of degrees in his
Tuileur O^n&ale. And Thory has an exhaustive and descriptive one in his Acta
Latomorum. Oliver also gives a nomenclature, but an imperfect one, of one hundred

and

fifty

degrees in his Historical Land-

marks.

IVoinlnatloii. It is the custom in
some Grand Lodges and Lodges to nominate candidates for election to office, and in

NON-AFFILIATION

NORTH

others this ctistom is not adopted. But the
practice of nomination has tne sanction of
ancient usage.
Thus the records of the
Grand Lodge of England, under date of
June 24, 1717, tell us that " before dinner
the oldest Master Mason ... in the chair
proposed a list of candidates, and the brethren, by a majority of hands, elected Mr.
Anthony Sayre, Gent., Grand Master of
Masons." And the present Constitution
of the Grand Lodge of England requires
that the Grand Master shall be nominated
in December, but that the election shall not
take place until the following March.
Nominations appear, therefore, to be the
correct Masonic practice yet, if a member
be elected to any office to which he had not
previously been nominated, the election will

Noorthoiick, John. The editor of
the fifth, and by far the best, edition of
the Book of Constitutions, which waa published in 1784. He was the son of Herman Noorthouck, a bookseller, and was
born in London in 1745. Oliver describes
him as " a clever and intelligent man, and
an expert Mason." His literary pretensions
were, however, greater than this modest

;

be

valid, for a

nomination

is

not essential.

IVon-Afflllation. The state of being
unconnected by membership with a Lodge.
See Unaffiliated Masons.
Sfonesynches. In the Old Constitutions known as the Dowland MS. is found
the following passage " St. Albann loved
:

well

Masons and cherished them much.

paie right good, ....
a weeke, and iijd. to
.their nonesynches.
This word, which cannot, in this precise form, be found in any
archaic dictionary, evidently means food or
refreshment, for in the parallel passage in
other Constitutions the wprd Used is cheer,
which has the same meaning. The old
English word from which we get our
luncheon is noonshun, which is defined to be
the refreshment taken at noon, when laborOf
ers desist from work to shun the heat.
this nonesynches is a corrupt form.
word in the high degrees,
Nonis.
for which see Salix and Terigu.
JWon nobis. It is prescribed that the
motto beneath the Passion Cross on the
Grand Standard of a Commandery of
Knights Templars shall be "Non nobis
Dominel non nobis, sed nomini tuo da
Lord!
Gloriam." That is. Not unto us,
not unto us, but unto Thy name give Glory.
It is the commencement of the 115th Psalm,
which is sung in the Christian Church on
occasions of thanksgiving. It was the an-

And he made their
for

he gave them

ijs.

A

cient Templar's shout of victory.

Xon-resident.

reside in the locality of
a Lodge, but live at a great distance from
it in another State, or, perhaps, country,
still

continue members of

it,

and con-

tribute to its support by the payment of
Lodge dues, are called " non-resident members." Many Lodges, in view of the fact
that such members enjoy none of the local
privileges of their Lodges, require from
them a less amount of annual arrears than
they do from their resident members.

He

indicate.

was pat-

ronized by the celebrated printer, Wm.
Strahan, and passed nearly the whole of
his life in the occupations of an author,
an index maker, and a corrector of the
press.
He was, besides his edition of the
Book of Constitutions, the writer of a History of London, 4to, published in 1775, and
a Jlistorical and Classical Dictionary, 2 vols.,
8vo, published in 1776. To him also, as
well as to some others, has been attributed
the authorship of a once popular book enIn
titled, 7%e Man after God's own Heart.
1852, J. E. Smith, a bookseller of London,
advertised for sale " the original autograph
manuscript of the life of John Noorthouck."
He calls this " a very interesting piece of
autobiography, containing many curious
literary anecdotes of the last century, and
deserving to be printed." I think it never
has been. Noorthouck died in 1816, aged

70 years.

North.

The north

is

Masonically

called a place of darkness. The sun in his
progress through the ecliptic never reaches
farther than 23° 28' north of the equator.
wall being erected on any part of the earth
farther north than that, will therefore, at
meridian, receive the rays of the sun only
on its south side, while the north will be
entirely in shadow at the hour of meridian.
The use of the north as a symbol of darkness is found, with the present interpretation, in the early rituals of the last century.

A

It is a portion of the old sun worship, of
which we find so many relics in Gnosticism, in Hermetic philosophy, and in Freemasonry. The east was the place of the
sun's daily birth, and hence highly revered;
the north the place of his annual death, to
which he approached only to lose his vivific heat, and to clothe the earth in the
darkness of long nights and the dreariness

The members of a of

Lodge who do not

but

encomium would
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winter.

North Carolina. The

early history

of Masonry in no State is more uncertain
than in that of North Carolina, in consequence of the carelessness of the authorities
who have attempted to write its early annals.
Thus, Robert Williams, the Grand
Secretary, in a letter written to the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky in 1808, said that " the
Grand Lodge of North Carolina was constituted by Charter issued from the Grand
Lodge of Scotland in the year 1761, signed

—
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by Henry Somerset, Duke of Beaufort
as Grand Master
and attested by George
as Grand
JohnSpencer, Earl of Spencer
.

.

.

;

.

.

.

Secretary." Now this statement contains
on its face the evidences of flagrant error.
1. The Duke of Beaufort never was Grand
Master of Scotland. 2. The Grand Master
of Scotland in 1761 was the Earl of Elgin.
3. The Earl of Spencer never was Grand

Secretary either of England or Scotland,
but Samuel Spencer was Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge of England from 1757
to 1767, and died in 1768.
4. The Duke of
Beaufort was not Grand Master of England
in 1761, but held that office from 1767 to
1771. There is no mention in the printed
records of the Grand Lodge of England of
a Charter at any time granted for a Provincial Grand Lodge in North Carolina.
But in two lists of Lodges chartered by
that body, I find that on August 21st, 1767,
a Warrant was granted for the establishment of " Royal White Hart Lodge," at
Halifax in North Carolina. I am inclined
to believe that this is the true date of the
introduction of Masonry into that State.
record in the transactions of the St.
John's Grand Lodge of Massachusetts says
that on October 2a, 1767, that body granted a deputation to Thomas Cooper, Master
of Pitt County Lodge, as Deputy Grand
Master of the province; but there is no evidence that he ever exercised the prerogatives of the office. Judge Martin, in a discourse delivered on June 24th, 1789, says
that Joseph Montford was appointed, towards the year 1769, as Provincial Grand
Master by the Duke of Beaufort, and that
in 1771 he constituted St, John's Lodge at
Newbern. This was probably the true date
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of North
Carolina, for in 1787 we find nine Lodges
in the territory, five of which, at least,
had the proviacial numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, and
8, while the Royal Hart Lodge retained its
number on the English Register as 403, a
number which agrees with that of the English lists in my possession.
On December
9th, 1787, a convention of Lodges met at
Tarboroiigh and organized the " Grand
LodgeofftieStateof North Carolina," electing Hon. Samuel Johnston Grand Master.
There was a Grand Chapter in North
Carolina at an early period in the present
century, which ceased to exist about the
year 1827 but Royal Arch Masonry was
cultivated by four Chapters instituted by
the General Grand Chapter. On June 28,
1847, the Grand Chapter was reorganized.
The Grand Council was organized in
June, 1860, by Councils which had been established bjr the author of this work, under
the authority of the Supreme Council of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

A

;

]Vorth-east Corner. In the "InstiMenu," the sacred book of the

tutes of

" If any one has an
it is said
incurable disease, let him advance in a
straight path towards the invincible northeast point, feeding on water and air till his
mortal frame totally decays, and his soul
becomes united with the supreme."
It is at the same north-east point that
those first instructions begin in Masonry
which enable the true Mason to commence
the erection of that spiritual temple in
which, after the decay of his mortal frame,
"his soul becomes united with the su-

Brahmans,

:

preme."
In the important ceremony which refers
to the north-east corner of the Lodge, the
candidate becomes as one who is, to all
outward appearance, a perfect and upright
man and Alason, the representative of a
spiritual corner-stone, on which he is to
erect his future moral and Masonic edifice.
This symbolic reference of the cornerstone of a material edifice to a Mason
when, at his first initiation, he commences
the moral and intellectual task of erecting
a spiritual temple in his heart, is beautifully sustained when we look at all the
qualities that are required to constitute a
" well-tried, true, and trusty " corner-stone.
The squareness of its surface, emblematic
of morality
its cubical form, emblematic

—

—

of firmness and stability of character
and
the peculiar finish and fineness of the material, emblematic of virtue and holiness
show that the ceremony of the north-east
corner of the Lodge was undoubtedly intended to portray, in the consecrated language of symbolism, the necessity of integrity and stability of conduct, of truthfulness
and uprightness of character, and of purity
and holiness of life, which, just at that
time and in that place, the candidate is
most impressively cnarged to maintain.

Notuma. A

significant

word

in

some

of the high degrees of the Templar system.
It is the anagram of Atjmont, who is said
to have been tlie first Grand Master of the
Templars in Scotland, and the restorer of
the Order after the death of De Molay.

BfoTa Scotia.

Freemasonry was

in-

troduced into Nova Scotia, at the middle
of the last century, by the constitution of a
Lodge at Halifax, in 1749, under the registry of England.
For the next hundred'
years. Lodges were instituted and Provincial Masters appointed by England and
Scotland, and Lodges alone without superior provincial authority by Ireland.
In
June, 1866, an independent Grand Lodge
was instituted and recognized by most of
the Masonic powers of the United States.
But as none of the Lodges holding Warrants from the Grand Lodge of Scotland
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would recognize it, a subsequent and more We know that the symbolism of numbers
satisfactory arrangement took place, and was the basis of what is called the PythagJune 24, 1869, a Grand Lodge was organ- orean philosophy. But it would be wrong
ized by the union of all the subordinate to suppose that from it the Masons derived
Lodges, and Alexander Keith was elected their system, since the two are in some

Grand Master.

points

The second degree of the
of Bavaria. 2. The fifth degree

Novice.

1.

Illuminati
of the Eite of Strict Observance.

IVoTice

Ma^onne.

That

is

to say,

a female Mason who is a Novice. It is
the first degree of the Moral Order of the
Dames of Mount Tabor.

Novice,

Mythological. {Novice
Mythologique.)
The first degree of the
Historical Order of the Dames of Mount
Tabor.

Novice, Scottish.

[Novice Ecos-

antagonistic;

the Masons, for in-

stance, revere the nine as a sacred number
of peculiar significance, while the Pythagoreans looked upon it with detestation. In

the system of the Pythagoreans, ten was, of

numbers, the most perfect, because it
symbolizes the completion of things but in
Masonic symbolism the number ten is unknown. Four is not, in Masonry, a number of much representative importance; but
it was sacredly revered by the Pythagoreans as the tetractys, or figure derived
from the Jewish Tetragrammaton, by which
they swore.
Plato also indulged in a theory of symall

;

The first degree of initiation in the
Order of Mount Tabor.
Numbers. The symbolism which is bolic numbers, and calls him happy who
derived from numbers was common to the understands spiritual numbers and per-

saise.)

Pythagoreans, the Kabbalists, the Gnostics,
and all mystical associations. Of all superstitions, it is the oldest and the most
Allusions are to be
generally diffused.
found to it in all systems of religion ; the
Jewish Scriptures, for instance, abound in
it, and the Christian show a share of its
It is not, therefore, surprising
that the most predominant of all symbolism in Freemasonry is that of numbers.
The doctrine of numbers as symbols is
most familiar to us because it formed the
fundamental idea of the philosophy of
Pythagoras. Yet it was not original with
him, since he brought his theories from
Egypt and the East, where this numerical
symbolism had always prevailed. Jamblichus tells us ( VU. Pyth., c. 28,) that Pythagoras himself admitted that he had received
the doctrine of numbers from Orpheus,
who taught that numbers were the most
provident beginning of all things in heaven, earth, and the intermediate space, and
the root of the perpetuity of divine beings,
of the gods and of demons. From the
disciples of Pythagoras we learn (for he

influence.

himself taught only orally, and left no
writings,) that his theory was that numbers contain the elements of all things, and
even .of the sciences. Numbers are the invisible covering of beings as the body is the
They are the primary causes
visible one.
upon which the whole system of the universe rests ; and he who knows these numbers knows at the same time the laws

through which nature

exists.

The Pythag-

oreans, said Aristotle, (Metapk, xii. 8,)
make all things proceed from numbers.
Dacier, ( Vie de Pyth.,) it is true, denies that
this was the doctrine of Pythagoras, and
contends that it was only a corruption^ of
It is an immaterial point.
his disciples.

3S

ceives their mighty influences. Numbers,
according to him, are the cause of univer-

harmony, and of the production of all
The Neoplatonists extended and
developed this theory, and from them it
passed over to the Gnostics; from them
probably to the Rosicrucians, to the Hermetic philosophers, and to the Freemasons.
Cornelius Agrippa has descanted at great
length, in his Occult Philosophy, on Xhe^ subject of numbers.
"That there lies," he
says, "wonderful efficacy and virtue in
numbers, as well for good as for evil, not
only the most eminent philosophers teach,
but also the Catholic Doctors." And he
sal

things.

quotes St. Hilary as saying that the seventy
Elders brought the Psalms into order by the
efficacy of numbers.
Of the prevalence of what are called
representative numbers in the Old and
New Testament, there is abundant evidence. " However we may explain it," says
Dr. Mahan, [Palmoni, p. 67,) " certain numerals in the Scriptures occur so often in
connection with certain classes of ideas, that
we are naturally led to associate the one
with the other. This is more or less admitted with regard to the numbers Seven,
Twelve, Forty, Seventy, and it may be a few
more. The Fathers were disposed to admit
it with regard to many others, and to see in
it the marks of a supernatural design."
Among the Greeks and the Romans there
was a superstitious veneration for certain

numbers. The same practiceisfoundamong
all the Eastern nations it entered more or
less into all the ancient systems of philosophy constituted a part of all the old religions was accepted to a great extent by
the early Christian Fathers constituted an
important part of the Kabbala was adopted
by the Gnostics, the Eosicrucians, and all
;

;

;

;

;
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and

the mystical societies of the Middle Ages
finally has carried its influence into

sum

Freemasonry.

is

The respect paid by Freemasons to certain
numbers, all of which are odd, is founded
not on the belief of any magical virtue,
but because they are assumed to be the
types or representatives of certain ideas.
That is to say, a number is in Masonry a
symbol, and no more. It is venerated, not
because it has any supernatural efficacy, as
thought the Pythagoreans and others, but
because it has concealed within some allusion to a sacred object or holy thought,
_

which

it

symbolizes.

The number

three,

for instance, like the triangle, is a symbol
the number nine, like the triple triangle,

another.

The Masonic

numbers must

doctrine of sacred

confounded
with the doctrine of numbers which prenot, therefore, be

vailed in other systems.

The most important symbolic or sacred
numbers in Masonry are three, five, seven,
nine, twenty-seven, and eighty-one.
Their
interpretation will
respective titles,

STunieratioii

be found under their

by

Lietters.

There

a Kabbalistical process especially used in
the Hebrew language, but sometimes applied to other languages, for instance, to the
Greek, by which a mystical meaning of a
word is deduced from the numerical value
of the words of which it is composed, each
letter of the alphabet being equivalent to a
number. Thus in Hebrew the name of
God, n*. JAH, is equivalent to 15, because
10 and
5, and 15 thus becomes a
sacred number. In Greek, the Kabbalistic
word Abraxas, or a/3pafaf, is made to symis

=

n^

bolize the solar year of 365 days, because the

f

of the value of the letters of the word
l, /3= 2, p
365; thus, o
100, a
1,

=
= 60, a =1, and = 200.
f

=

To

=

facilitate these

Kabbalistic operations, which are sometimes
used in the high and especially the hermetical Masonry, the numerical value of the
Hebrew and Greek letters is here given.
H£DR£W.

N

Gbeee.

:
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assign the reasons for tbeir objections to smile. The purposes of such an oath would
and for their ecclesiastical censure be completely frustrated, by revealing the
of all who contract it. These reasons are
thing to be concealed before the promise
" That there were very strong presumptions, of concealment was made. In that case, it
thatj among Masons, an oath of secrecy would be optional with the candidate to
is administered to entrants into their sogive the obligation, or to withhold it, as
ciety, even under a capital penalty, and best suited his inclinations.
If it be conbefore any of those things, which they ceded that the exaction of a solemn promise
swear to keep secret, be revealed to them
of secrecy is not, in itself, improper, then
and that they pretend to take some of these certainly the time of exacting it is before
secrets from the Bible besides other things and not after the revelation.
which are ground of scruple in the manner
Dr. Harris (Masonic Discourses, Disc.
of swearing the said oath."
IX., p. 184,) has met this objection in the
These have, from that day to this, consti- following language
" What the ignorant call ' the oath,' is
tuted the sum and substance of the objections to the obligation of Masonic secrecy, simply an obligation, covenant, and promand, for the purpose of brief examination, ise, exacted previously to the divulging of
they may be classed under the following the specialties of the Order, and our means
heads
of recognizing each other that they shall
First.
It is an oath.
be kept from the knowledge of the world,
Secondly. It is administered before the lest their original intent should be thwarted,
and their benevolent purport prevented.
secrets are communicated.
Thirdly. It is accompanied by certain Now, pray, what harm is there in this ? Do
superstitious ceremonies.
you not all, when you have anything of a
Fourthly. It is attended by a penalty.
private nature which you are willing to
Fifthly. It is considered, by Masons, as confide in a particular friend, before you tell
paramount to the obligations of the laws him what it is, demand a solemn promise of
secrecy. And is there not the utmost proof the land.
In replying to these statements, it is evi- priety in knowing whether your friend is dedent that the conscientious Freemason termined to conceal your secret, before you
labors under great disadvantage. He is at presume to reveal it? Your answer conevery step restrained by his honor from futes your cavil."
Thirdly. The objection that the oath is
either the denial or admission of his adversaries in relation to the mysteries of the accompanied by certain superstitious cereCraft.
But it may be granted, for the sake monies does not seem to be entitled to much
of argument, that every one of the first weight. Oaths, in all countries and at all
four charges is true, and then the inquiry times, have been accompanied by peculiar
will be in what respect they are offensive of rites, intended to increase the solemnity
and reverence of the act. The ancient
immoral.
First.
The oath or promise cannot, in Hebrews, when they took an oath, placed
the hand beneath the thigh of the person
itself, be sinful, unless there is something
immoral in the obligation it imposes. Sim- to whom they swore. Sometimes the anply to promise secrecy, or the performance cients took hold of the horns of the altar,
of any good action, and to strengthen this and touched the sacrificial fire, as in the
promise by the solemnity of an oath, is league between Latinus and .ffineas, where
not, in itself, forbidden by any divine or the ceremony is thus described by Virgil
human law. Indeed, the infirmity of hu"Tango aras; mediosque ignes, et numina,
man- nature demands, in many instances,
testor."
the sacred sanction of such an attestation
and it is continually exacted in the transac- Sometimes they extended the right hand to
tions of man with man, without any notion heaven, and swore by earth, sea, and stars.
of sinfulness. Where the time, and place, Sometimes, as among the Romans in priand circumstances are unconnected with vate contracts, the person swearing laid his
levity, or profanity, or crime, the adminis- hand upon the hand of the paj-ty to whom
tration of an obligation binding to secrecy, he swore. In all solemn covenants the oath
or obedience, or veracity, or any other vir- was accompanied by a sacrifice ; and some
tue, and the invocation of Deity to wit- of the hair being cut from the victim's
ness, and to strengthen that obligation, or head, a part of it was given to all present,
to punish its violation, is incapable, by any that each one might take a share in the
perversion of Scripture, of being considered oath, and be subject to the imputation.
Other ceremonies were practised at various
a criminal act.
Secondly. The objection that the oath times and in different countries, for the
is administered before the secrets are made
purpose of throwing around the act of atknown, is sufficiently absurd to provoke a testation an increased amount of awe and

this oath,

;

;

:
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The

respect.

without them

oath,

is

equally obligatory

but they have their signiiicanee, and there can be no reason why the
Freemasons should not be allowed to adopt
the mode most pleasing to themselves of
exacting their promises or confirming their
;

covenants.
Fourthly. It is objected that the oath is
attended with a penalty of a serious or
capital nature. If this be the case, it does
not appear that the expression of a penalty
of any nature whatever can affect the purport or augment the solemnity of an oath,
which is, in fact, an attestation of God to
the truth of a declaration, as a witness and
avenger and hence every oath includes in
itself, and as its very essence, the covenant
of God's wrath, the heaviest of all penalties, as the necessary consequence of its viowriter, in reply to the Synod of
lation.
Scotland, {Sco^s Mag., Oct. 1757,) quotes the
opinion of an eminent jurist to this effect:
" It seems to be certain that every promissory oath, in whatever form it may be
conceived, whether explicitly or implicitly,
virtually contains both an attestation and
an obsecration for in an oath the execration supposes an attestation as a precedent,
and the attestation infers an execration as
a necessary consequence.
" Hence, then, to the believer in a superintending Providence, every oath is an
affirmation, negation, or promise, corroborated by the attestation of the Divine Being." This attestation includes an obsecration of divine punishment in case of a
violation, and it is, therefore, a matter of
no moment whether this obsecration or
penalty be expressed in words or only implied ; its presence or absence does not, in
any degree, alter the nature of the obligation.
If in any promise or vow made oy
Masons, such a penalty is inserted, it may
probably be supposed that it is used only
with a metaphorical and paraphrastical
signification, and for the purpose of symbolic or historical allusion. Any other interpretation but this would be entirely at
variance with the opinions of the most in;

A

;

telligent Masons, who,

it is

be presumed,

to

know

untiring pertinacity, and believed with a
credulity that owes its birth to rancorous
prejudice alone. To repeat the denial is
l3ut to provoke a repetition of the charge.
is, however, made by one who,
once a Mason, was afterwards an opponent
and an avowed enemy of the Institution,
W. L. Stone (Letters on Masonry and AntiMasonry, Let. VII., p. 69,) uses the following language
" Is it, then, to be believed that men of
acknowledged talents and worth in public
stations, and of virtuous and, frequently,
religious habits, in the walks of private
life, with the Holy Bible in their hands,
which they are solemnly pledged to receive as the rule and guide of their faith
and under the grave and
and practice,
positive charge from the officer administering the obligation, that it is to be taken in
can
strict subordination to the civil laws,
understand that obligation, whatever may
be the peculiarities of its phraseology, as
requiring them to countenance vice and
criminality even by silence ? Can it for a
moment be supposed that the hundreds of
eminent men, whose patriotism is unquestioned, and the exercise of whose talents
and virtues has shed a lustre upon the
church history of our country, and who, by
their walk and conversation, have, in their
own lives, illustrated the beauty of holiness? Is it to be credited that the tens of
thousands of those persons, ranking among
the most intelligent and virtuous citizens
of the most moral and enlightened people

The answer

—

—

—

—

earth,
is it, I ask, possible that any
portion of this community can, on calm
reflection, believe that such men have oaths
upon their consciences binding them to
eternal silence in regard to the guilt of any
man because he happens to be a Freemason, no matter what oe the grade of ofience,
whether it be the picking of a pocket or
the shedding of blood ? It does really seem
to me impossible that such an opinion
could, at any moment, have prevailed, to
any considerable extent, amongst reflecting

on

and intelligent citizens."
Oatli, Corporal. The modern form
of taking an oath is by placing the hands
on the Gospels or on the Bible. The cor-

the intent and meaning of their
ceremonies.
Fifthly. The last, and, indeed, the most porale, or corporal cloth, is the name of the
important objection urged is, that these linen cloth on which, in the Roman Cathoatns are construed by Masons as being of olic Church, the sacred elements consehigher obligation than the law of the land. crated as "the body of our Lord" are
It is vain that this charge has been repeat- placed. Hence the expression corporal oath
edly and indignantly denied it is in vain originated in the ancient custom of swearthat Masons point to the integrity of char- ing while touching the corporal cloth.
acter of thousands of eminent men who Relics were sometimes made use of.
The
have been members of the Fraternity it laws of the Allemanni (cap. 657) direct
is in vain that they recapitulate the orderthat he who swears shall place his hand
loving and law-fearing regulations of the upon the coffer containing the relics. The
Institution; the charge is renewed with idea being that something sacred must be

best

own

;

;

:

:

:

;
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touched by the hand of the jurator to give
validity to the oath, in time the custom was
adopted of substituting the holy Gospels for
the corporal cloth or the relics, though the
same title was retained. Haydn (Diet, of
Dates) says that the practice of swearing
on the Gospels prevailed in England so
early as A. d. 628. The laws of the Lom-

"I, A. B., do hereby and hersou solemnand sincerely swear that I have been
regularly initiated, passed, and raised to
the sublime degree of a Master Mason in
a just and legally constituted Lodge of such
that I do not now stand suspended or expelled; and know of no reason why I

bards repeatedly mention the custom of
swearing on the Gospels. The sanction of
the church was given at an early period to
the usage. Thus, in the history of the
Council of Constantinople, (Anno 381,) it
is stated that "George, the well-beloved
of God, a deacon and keeper of the records,
having touched the Holy Gospels of God,
swore in this manner," etc. And a similar
practice was adopted at the Council of
Nice, fifty-six years before.
The custom
of swearing on the book, thereby meaning
the Gospels, was adopted by the mediaeval
gild of Freemasons, and allusions to it are
found in all the Old Constitutions. Thus
in the York Manuscript, about the year
1600, it is said, "These charges
you
.
.
shall well and truly keep to your power so
help you God and the contents of that
book." And in the Grand Lodge Manuscript in 1682 we find this " These charges
.

;

:
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ly

should not hold Masonic communication
with my brethren."
It is called the " Tiler's oath," because it
is usually taken in the Tiler's room, and
was formerly administered by that officer, whose duty it is to protect the Lodge
from the approach of unauthorized visitors.
It is now administered by the committee
of examination, and not only he to whom
it is administered, but he who administers

and all who are present, must take it at
same time. It is a process of purgation, and each one present, the visitor as
well as the members of the Lodge, is entiit,

the

tled to know that all the others are legally
qualified to be present at the esoteric examination which is about to take place.

OB. A
word

Masonic abbreviation of the
sometimes written O. B.

Obligation,

Obedience. The doctrine of obedience to constituted authority is strongly
inculcated in all the Old Constitutions as
necessary to the preservation of the association. In them it is directed that " every

ye shall keepe, so healpe you God, and your
haly dome and by this booke in your hands."
The form of the ceremony required that the Mason shall prefer his elder and put him
corporal oath should be taken with both to worship." Thus the Master Mason obeys
hands on the book, or with one hand, and the order of his Lo(^e, the Lodge obeys
then always the right hand.
the mandates of the Grand Lodge, and the
Oath of the Oild. The oath that was Grand Lodge submits to the landmarks and
administered in the English Freemasons' the old regulations. The doctrine of pasgild of the Middle Ages is first met with sive obedience and non-resistance in poliin the Harleian Manuscript, written about tics, however much it may be supposed to
the year 1676. The 31st article prescribes
be inimical to the progress of free institu" That noe person shall bee accepted a Free tions, constitutes undoubtedly the great
Mason, or know the secrets of the said principle of Masonic government. Such a
Society, until hee hath first taken the oath principle would undoubtedly lead to an unof secrecy hereafter following
bearable despotism, were it not admirably
" I, A. B. Doe, in the presence of Al- modified and controlled by the compensamighty God and my Fellowes and Brethren ting principle of appeal. The first duty of
here present, promise and declare that I every Mason is to obey the mandate of the
will not at any time hereafter, by any act Master. But if that mandate should have
or circumstance whatsoever, directly or in- been unlawful or oppressive, he will find
directly, publish, discover, reveale, or make his redress in the Grand Lodge, which will
knowne any of the secrets, priviledges or review the case and render justice. This
counsells of the Fraternity or fellowship of spirit of instant obedience and submission
Free Masonry, which at this time, or any to authority constitutes the great safetime hereafter, shall be made knowne unto guard of the Institution.
Freemasonry
mee; soe helpe mee God and the holy con- more resembles a military than a political
tents of this Dooke." In the Roberts' Con- organization. The order must at once be
stitutions, published in 1722, this oath, obeyed; its character and its consequences
substantially in the same words, is for the may be matters of subsequent inquiry. The
Masonic rule of obedience is like the naufirst time printed with the amendment of
" Obey orders, even if
tical, imperative
"privities" for "priviledges."
Oath, Tiler's. Before any strange you break owners."
and unknown visitor can gain admission
Obedience of a Grand Body.
into a Masonic Lodge, he is required to Obedience, used in the sense of being under
the jurisdiction, is a technicality borrowed
take the following oath
:

OBELISK

OBVERSE

only recently by Masonic authorities from
the French, where it has always been

to do some act, the doing of which thus
becomes his duty. By his obligation, a

regularly used. Thus "the Grand Lodge
has addressed a letter to all the Lodges of
its obedience " means " to all the Lodges
under its jurisdiction.'' In French, " Jl

Mason is bound or
Hence the Eomans
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toutes les Loges de sou obedience." It
comes originally from the usage of the Middle Ages, in the low Latin of which obedientia meant the homage which a vassal
owed to his lord. In the ecclesiastical lanfiiage of the same period, the word signied the duty or office of a monk towards
his superior.
Obelisk. The obelisk is a quadrangu-

tied to his Order.
called the military
oath which was taken by the soldier his
obligation, and hence, too, it is said that it is
the obligation that makes the Mason. Before that ceremony, there is no tie that
binds the candidate to the Order so as to
make him a part of it after the ceremony,
;

the tie has been completed, and the candidate becomes at once a Mason, entitled to
all the rights and privileges and subject to
all the duties and responsibilities that enure in that character. The jurists have
divided obligations into imperfect and perfect, or natural and civil.
In Masonry
The Mathere is no such distinction.
sonic obligation is that moral one which,
although it cannot be enforced by the
courts of law, is binding on the party who
makes it, in conscience and according to
moral justice. It varies in each degree,

monolithic column, diminishing upwards, with the sides gently inclined, but
not so as to terminate in a pointed apex,
but to form at the top a flattish, pyramidal
figure, by which the whole is finished off
and brought to a point. It was the most common species of monument in ancient Egypt,
where they are still to be found in great
numbers, the sides being covered with hiero- but in each is perfect. Its different clauses,
glyphic inscriptions. Obelisks were, it is in which different duties are prescribed,
supposed, originally erected in honor of the are called its points, which are either afsun god. Pliny says (Holland's trans.), firmative or negative, a division like that
" The kings of Egypt in times past made of the precepts of the Jewish law. The
of this stone certain long beams, which they affirmative points are those which require
called obelisks, and consecrated them unto certain acts to be performed the negative
the sun, whom they honored as a god and, points are those which forbid certain other
indeed, some resemblance they carry of sun- acts to be done. The whole of them is
beams." In continental Masonry the mon- preceded by a general point of secrecy,
ument in the Master's degree is often made common to all the degrees, and this point
in the form of an obelisk, with the letters is called the tie.
M. B. inscribed upon it. And this form
parallelogram,
Oblong Sqnare.
is appropriate, because in Masonic, as in
or four-sided figure, all of whose angles are
Christian, iconography the obelisk is a equal, but two of whose sides are longer
symbol of the resurrection.
than the others.
Objections to Freemasonry. The
This is the symbolic form of a Masonic
principal objections that have been urged Lodge, and it finds its prototype in many
by its opponents to the institution of Free- of the structures of our ancient brethren.
masonry may be arranged under six heads. The ark of Noah, the camp of the Israel1. Its secrecy; 2. The exclwiveness of its charites, the ark of the Covenant, the Taberity; 3. Its admission of unworthy members ; nacle, and, lastly, the Temple of Solomon,
4. Its claim to be a religion ; 5. Its adminwere all oblong squares.
See Groundistration of unlawful oaihs; and 6. Its Moor of the Lodge.
puerility as a system of instruction.
Each
ObserTance, Clerks of Strict.
of these objections is replied to in this See Clerks of Strict Observance.
work under the respective heads of the
ObserTance, Liax. See Lax Observance.
words which are italicized above.
Obligated. To be obligated, in MaObserTance, Relaxed. {Observsonic language, is to be admitted into the ance Eelaohde.) This is the terra by which
covenant of Masonry. " An obligated Ma- Eagon translates the lata observantia or
son " is tautological, because there can be lax observance applied by the disciples
no Mason who is not an obligated one.
of Von Hund to the other Lodges of GerObligation. The solemn promise many. Eagon (Orth. Magon., p. 236,) calls
made by a Mason on his admission into it incorrectly a Kite, and confounds it with
any degree is technically called his obliga- the Clerks of Strict Observance. See Lax
In a legal sense, obligation is sy- Observance.
tion.
nonymous with duty. Its derivation shows
ObserTance, Strict. See Strict Obits true meaning, for the Latin word obli- servance.
aatio literally signifies a tying or binding.
ObTerse. In numismatics that side
The obligation is that which binds a man of a coin or medal which contains the
lar,

•

;

;

A

OCCASIONAL
principal figure, generally a face in profile
or a full or half-length, figure, is called the
obverse.

Occasional IJodge. A temporary
Lodge convoked hy a Grand Master for
the purpose of making Masons, after which
the Lodge is dissolved. The phrase was
first used by Anderson in the second edition
of the Book of Constitutions, and is repeated
by subsequeat editors. To make a Mason
in an Occasional Lodge is equivalent to
making him "at sight." But any Lodge,
called temporarily by the Grand Master
for a specific purpose and immediately afterwards dissolved,

is

an Occasional Lodge.

Its organization as to officers, and its regulations as to ritual, must be the same as in

a permanent and properly warranted Lodge.
See Sight, Making Masons at.
Occult Masonry. Bagon, in his Orthodoxie Magonnique,

proposes the establishment of a Masonic system, which he
calls " Occult Masonry."
It consists of
three degrees, which are the same as those
of Ancient Craft Masonry, only that all the
symbols are interpreted after alchemical
principles.
It is, in fact, the application
of Masonic symbolism to hermetic symbolism two things that never did, according
to Hitchcock, materially differ.
Occult Sciences. This name is given
to the sciences of alchemy, magic, and astrology, which existed in the Middle Ages.
Many of the speculations of these so-called
sciences were in the eighteenth century
made use of in the construction of the high
degrees.
have even a " Hermetic Rite"
which is based on the dogmas of alchemy.
Occupied Territory. A state or
kingdom where there is a Grand Lodge organization and subordinate Lodges working under it is said to be occupied territory,
and, by the American and English law, all
other Grand Lodges are precluded from entering in it and exercising jurisdiction.
See Jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge.
Octagon. The regular octagon is a
geometrical figure of eight equal sides and
angles.
It is a favorite form in Christian
ecclesiology, and most of the ChapterHouses of the cathedrals in England are
eight sided. It is sometimes used in rituals
of Knights of Malta, and then, like the
eight-pointed cross of the same Order, is
referred symbolically to the eight beatitudes
of our Saviour.
Xumbers. In the numerical
philosophy of the Pythagoreans, odd num-

—

We

OHIO

543

was the most

perfect.
Hence, in the Pythagorean system, 4, made by the combination of 1 and 3, and 10, by the combination
of 3 and 7, are the most perfect of all
numbers. Herein the Pythagorean diflfers
from the Masonic system of numerals. In

this latter all the sacred numbers are odd,
such as 3, 5, 7, 9, 27, and 81. Thus it is

evident that the Masonic theory of sacred
numbers was derived, not, as it has been
supposed, from the school of Pythagoras,
but from a much older system.

Offences, Masonic.

See

Crimes,

Masonic.

Offerings,

The Three Grand.

See Ground-Floor of the Lodge.
Officers.
The officers of a Grand
Lodge, Grand Chapter, or other Supreme
body in Masonry, are divided into Grand
and Subordinate the former, who are the
Grand and Deputy Grand Master, the
;

Grand Wardens and Grand Treasurer, Secretary, and Chaplain, are also sometimes
called the Dignitaries. The officers of a
Lodge or Chapter are divided into the
Elected and the Appointed, the former in
this

country being the Master, Wardens,

and Secretary.
Officers' Jewels. See

Treasurer,

Jewels,

Offi-

cial.

Office, Tenure of. In Masonry the
tenure of every office is not only for the
time for which the incumbent was elected
or appointed, but extends to the day on
which his successor is installed. During
the period which elapses from the election
of that successor until his installation, the
old officer is technically said to " hold
over."

Oheb Eloah.

niSx anx- Love of God.
Love of our
Neighbor, are the names of the two supports
of the Ladder of Kadosh. Collectively, they

This

and

Oheb Kakobo,

allude to that divine passage,
love the Lord thy God with

"Thou

shalt

thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets." Hence the Ladder
of Kadosh is supported by these two Christian

all

commandments.

Oheb Karobo.

See Oheb Eloah.

Ohio. Freemasonry was

introduced

Ohio early in the present century.
On January 4, 1808, a convention of deleOdd
gates from the five Lodges then in the
bers were male and even numbers female. State met at Chillicothe, and on January
It is wrong, however, to say, as Oliver and 7 organized a Grand Lodge, electing Eusome others after him have, that odd num- fus Putnam first Grand Master. The
bers were perfect and even numbers imper- Grand Chapter of Ohio was organized in
fect.
The combination of two odd num- 1816, the Grand Council in 1829, and the
bers would make an even number, which Grand Commandery in 1843.
into
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received with much
enthusiasm by the most distinguished Masons of India, but it did not secure a per-

Oil. The Hebrews anointed their kings,
prophets, and high priests with oil mingled
with the richest spices. They also anointed

Tbe new Order was

themselves with oil on all festive occasions,
whence the expression in Psalm xlv. 7,
" God hath anointed thee with the oil of
gladness." See Com.
Old Man. Old men in their dotage
are by the laws of Masonry disqualified for
initiation.
For the reason of this law, see
Dotage.

manent

Old Regulations. The

regulations

government of the Craft, which were
first compiled by Grand Master Payne in
1720, and approved by the Grand Lodge in
1721, were published by Anderson in 1723,
for the

in the first edition of the

Book of Constitu-

under the name of General RegulaIn 1738 Anderson published a second
edition of the Book of Constitutions, and
inserted these regulations under the name
of Old Eegulations, placing in an opposite
column the alterations which had been made
tions,
tions.

them by the Grand Lodge at different
times between 1723 and 1737, and called
these New Eegulations. When Dermott published his Ahiman Rezon, or Book of Constitutions of the schismatic Grand Lodge,
he adopted Anderson's plan, publishing in
two columns the Old and the New Regulain

tions.

But he madesome importantchanges

in the latter to accommodate the policy of
his own Grand Lodge. The Old Regulations, more properly known as the " General
Regulations of 1722," are recognized as the
better authority in questions of Masonic
law.
Olive. In a secondary sense, the olive
plant is a symbol of peace and victory but
in its primary sense, like all the other sacred plants of antiquity, it was a symbol of
resurrection and immortality. Hence in
;

the Ancient Mysteries it was the analogue
of the Acacia of Freemasonry.

OliTe-Branch in tbe £ast, Brotherbood of the. A new Order, which

existence.

The Rev. George
one of the most distinguished
and learned of English Masons, was descended from an ancient Scottish family of
that name, some of whom came into England in the time of James I.,' and settled
He
at Clipstone Park, Nottinghamshire.
was the eldest son of the Rev. Samuel
Oliver, rector of Lambley, Nottinghamshire, and Elizabeth, daughter of George
Whitehead, Esq. He was born at PeppleOliTcr. George.

Oliver, D.D.,

wick,

November

5th, 1782,

and received a

Nottingham. In 1803,
when but twenty-one years of age, he was
elected second master of the grammarschool at Caiston, Lincoln. In 1809 he
was appointed to the head-mastership of
King Edward's Grammar-School at Great
Grimsby. In 1813 he entered holy orders
in the Church of England, and was ordained
The suDsequent year he was
a deacon.
made a priest. In the spring of 1815,
Bishop Tomline collated him to the living
of Clee, his name being at the time placed
on the boards of Trinity College, Cambridge, as a ten-year man by Dr. Bayley,
Sub-dean of Lincoln and examining Chaplain to the Bishop. In the same year he
was admitted as Surrogate and a Steward
of the Clerical Fund. In 1831, Bishop
Kajfe gave him the living of Scopwick,
which he held to the time of his death.
He graduated as Doctor of Divinity in
1836, being then rector of Wolverhampton,
and a prebendary of the collegiate church
at that place, both of which positions had
been presented to him by Dr. Hobart, Dean
of Westminster. In 1846, the Lord Chancellor conferred on him the rectory of
South Hykeham, which vacated the incumbency of Wolverhampton. At the age of
seventy- two Dr. Oliver's physical powers
began to fail, and he was obliged to confine
liberal education at

was proposed at Bombay, in 1845, by Dr.
James Burnes, the author of a History of the the charge of his parishes to the care of
Knights Templars, who was then the Pro- curates, and he passed the remaining years
vincial Grand Master of England for Scot- of his life in retirement at Lincoln. In
land.
It was intended to provide a sub- 1805 he had married Mary Ann, the
stitute to native Masons for the chivalric youngest daughter of Thomas Beverley,
degrees, from which, on account of their Esq.,I)y whom he left five children. He
religious faith, they were excluded. It died March 3d, 1867, at Eastgate, Lincoln.
To the literary world Dr. Oliver was
consisted of three classes, Novice, Companion, and Officer. For the first, it was well known as a laborious antiquary, and
requisite that the candidate should have
been initiated into Masonry ; for the second,

that he should be a Master Mason and for
the third it was recommended, but not imperatively required, that he should have
attained the Royal Arch degree. The
badge of the Order was a dove descending
with a green olive-branch in its mouth.
;

his works on ecclesiastical antiquities during fifty .years of his life, from 1811 to 1866,
earned for him a high reputation. Of
these works the most important were

" History and Antiquities of the Collegiate
Church of Beverley," "History and Antiquities of the Collegiate Church of Wolverhampton," " History of the Conventual
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Church of Grimsby," " Monumental Antiquities of

Grimsby," " History of the Gild

of the Holy Trinity, Sleaford," " Letters
on the Druidical Eemains near Lincoln,"
" Guide to the Druidical Temple at Nottingham," and " Eemains of Ancient Britons between Lincoln and Sleaford."
But it is as the most learned Mason and
the most indefatigable and copious Masonic
author of his age that Dr. Oliver principally claims our attention. He had inherited a love of Freemasonry from his
father, the Rev. Samuel Oliver, who was an
expert Master of the work, the Chaplain of
his Lodge, and contributed during a whole
year, from 1797 to 1798, an original Masonic
song to be sung on every Lodge night. His
son has repeatedly acknowledged his indebtedness to him for valuable information
in relation to

Masonic usages.

Dr. Oliver was initiated by his father, in
the year 1801, in St. Peter's Lodge, in the
city of Peterborough.
He was at that time
but nineteen years of age, and was admitted
by dispensation during his minority, according to the practice then prevailing, as
a lewis, or the son of a Mason.
Under the tuition of his father, he made
much progress in the rites and ceremonies
then in use among the Lodges. He read
with great attention every Masonic book
within his reach, and began to collect that
store of knowledge which he afterwards
used with so much advantage to the Craft.

Soon
ter of

after his

appointment as head mas-

King Edward's Grammar-School

at

Grimsby, he established a Lodge in the
borough, the chair of which he occupied
for fourteen years.
So strenuous were his
exertions for the advancement of Masonry,
that in 1812 he was enabled to lay the first
stone of a Masonic hall in the town, where,
three years before, there had been scarcely
a Mason residing.
About this time he was exalted as a
Eoyal Arch Mason in the Chapter attached
to the Kodney Lodge at Kingstou-on-HuU.
In Chapters and Consistories connected
with the same Lodge he also received the
high degrees and those of Masonic Knighthood.
In 1813, he was appointed a
Provincial Grand Steward in 1816, Proand in 1832,
vincial Grand Chaplain
Provincial Deputy Grand Master of the
Province of Lincolnshire. These are all
the official honors that he received, except
that of Past Deputy Grand Master, conferred, as an honorary title, by the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts. In the year 1840,
Dr. Cruceflx had undeservedly incurred
;

;

the displeasure of the Grand Master, the
Duke of Sussex. Dr; Oliver, between whom
and Dr. Crucefix there had always been a
warm personal friendship, assisted in a pub35
3 T
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demonstration of the Fraternity in honor
of his friend and brother. This involved
him in the odium, and caused the Provincial Grand Master of Lincolnshire, Brother
Charles Tennyson D'Eyncourt, to request
the resignation of Dr. Oliver as his Deputy.
He complied with the resignation, and
after that time withdrew from all active
participation in the labors of the Lodge.
The transaction was not considered by any
means as creditable to the independence
of character or sense of justice of the Provincial Grand Master, and the Craft very
generally expressed their indignation of
the course which he had pursued, and their
warm appreciation of the Masonic services
of Dr. Oliver. In 1844, this appreciation
was marked by the presentation of an offering of plate, which had been very generally
subscribed for by the Craft throughout the

lie

kingdom.
Dr. Oliver's first contribution to the literature of Freemasonry, except a few Masonic sermons, was a work entitled " The
Antiquities of Freemasonry, comprising
illustrations of the five Grand Periods of
Masonry, from the Creation of the World
to the Dedication of King Solomon's Temple," which was published in 1823.
His

next production was a
"

The

little

work

entitled

Star in the East," intended to show,
from the testimony of Masonic writers, the
connection between Freemasonry and religion. In 1841 he published twelve lectures
on the "Signs and Symbols" of Freemasonry, in which he went into a learned detail
of the history and signification of all the
recognized symbols of the Order. His next
important contribution to Freemasonry was
" The History of Initiation, in twelve lectures
comprising a detailed account of
the Bites and Ceremonies, Doctrines and
Discipline, of all the Secret and Mysterious
Institutions of the Ancient World," published in 1840. The professed object of the
author was to show the resemblances between these ancient systems of initiation
and the Masonic, and to trace them to a
common origin a theory which, under
some modification, has been very generally
accepted by Masonic scholars.
Following this was "The Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry," a highly interesting work, in which he discusses the speculative character of the Institution. "A History
of Freemasonry from 1829 to 1840 " has
proved a valuable appendix to the work of
Preston, an edition of which he had edited
in the former year.
His next and his
most important, most interesting, and most
learned production was his "Historical
Landmarks and other Evidences of Freemasonry Explained." No work with such an
amount of facts in reference to the Masonic
;

;
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system had ever before been published by
auy author. It will forever remain as a
monument of his vast research and his extensive reading. But it would be no brief
task to enumerate merely the titles of the
many works which he produced for the instruction of the Craft. A few of them must
These are the "Revelations of a
suffice.
Square,'' a sort of Masonic romance, detailing, in a fictitious form, many of the usages
of the last centuries, with anecdotes of the

Masons of that period; "The
Remains of the Early Masonic
Writers," in 5 volumes, each of which contaias an interesting introduction by the
editor; "The Book of the Lodge," a useful
principal

Golden

manual, intended as a guide to the ceremonies of the Order " The Symbol of Glory,"
intended to show the object and end of
Freemasonry "A Mirror for the Johannite
Masons," in which he discusses the question of the dedication of Lodges to the
two Saints John " The Origin and Insignia of the Royal Arch Degree," a title
which explains itself; "A Dictionary of
Symbolic Masonry," by no means the best
;

;

;

Almost his last contribution
Masonry was his " Institutes of Masonic
Jurisprudence," a book in which he expressed views of law that did not meet with
of his works.

to

the universal concurrence of his English
readers. Besides these elaborate works, Dr.
Oliver was a constant contributor to the
early volumes of the London Freemasons'
Quarterly JReview, and published a valuable article, "On the Gothic Constitutions,"
in the American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry.
The great error of Dr. Oliver, as a Masonic teacher, was a too easy credulity or a
too great warmth of imagination, which
led him to accept without hesitation the
crude theories of previous writers, and to
recognize documents and legends as unquestionably authentic whose truthfulness
subsequent researches have led most Masonic scholars to doubt or to deny. His
statements, therefore, as to the origin or
the history of the Order, have to be received
with many grains of allowance. Yet it must
be acknowledged that no writer in the English language has ever done so much to elevate the scientific character of Freemasonry.
Dr. Oliver was in fact the founder of
what may be called the literary school of
Masonry. Bringing to the study of the
Institution an amount of archaeological
learning but seldom surpassed, an inexhaustible fund of multifarious reading,
and all the laborious researches of a genuine scholar, he gave to Freemasonry a literary and philosophic character which has
induced many succeeding scholars to devote themselves to those studies which he

had made

While his erroneso attractive.
ous theories and his fanciful speculations
will be rejected, the form and direction that
he has given to Masonic speculations will
remain, and to him must be accredited the
enviable title of the Father of Anglo-Saxon
Masonic literature.
In reference to the personal character
of Dr. Oliver, a contemporary journalist
[Stanford Mercury) has said that he was
of a kind and genial disposition, charitable in the highest sense of the word, courteous, affable, self-denying, and beneficent;
humble, unassuming, and unaflfected ; ever
ready to oblige, easy of approach, and
amiable, yet firm in the right.
Dr. Oliver's theory of the system of'
Freemasonry may be briefly stated in these
believed that the Order was to
words.
be found in the earliest periods of recorded
history.
It was taught by Seth to his de-

,

He

scendants, and practised by them under the
name of Primitive or Pure Freemasonry.
It passed over to Noah, and at the dispersion of mankind suffered a division into
Pure Freemasonry
Pure and Spurious.
descended through the Patriarchs to Solomon, and thence on to the present day.

The Pagans, although they had

slight

glimmerings of the Masonic truths which
had been taught by Noah, greatly corrupted
them, and presented in their mysteries a
system of initiation to which he gave the
name of the Spurious Freemasonry of Antiquity.
These views he had developed
and enlarged and adorned out of the similar but less definitely expressed teachings
of Hutchinson.
Like that writer also,
while freely admitting the principle of religious tolerance, he contended for the strictly
Christian character of the Institution, and
that, too, in the narrowest sectarian view,
since he believed that the earliest symbols

taught the dogma of the Trinity, and that
Christ was meant by the Masonic reference to the Deity under the title of Grand
Architect of the Universe.
Omega. See Alpha and Omega.

Omniflc Word. The Tetragrammaton

is so
called because of the omnific
powers attributed by the Kabbalists to its

possession

and true pronunciation.

Tetragrammaton.)

The term

most significant word
Arch system.
to the

On.

(See
applied
in the Eoyal

is also

/

This is a significant word in
Royal Arch Masonry, and has been generally explained as being the name by which
Jehovah was worshipped among the Egyptians.
As this has been recently denied,
and the word asserted to be only the name
of a city in Egypt, it is proper that some
inquiry should be made into the authorities
on the subject. The first mention of On in

ON

OPENING

in the history of Joseph, to
gave " to wife Asenath, the
daughter of Poti-pherah, priest of On."
The city of On was in Lower Egypt, between the Nile and the Red Sea, and
" adorned," says Philippson, " by a gorgeous
temple of the sun, in which a numerous

the Bible

is

whom Pharaoh

priesthood officiated."

The
gists

investigations of

modern Egyptolo-

this is an error.
On
of a city where the sun-god

have shown that

was the name
was worshipped, but

On was

not the

name

of that god.

ChampoUion, in

his Dieiionnaire Egypgives the phonetic char—' y,
acters,with the figurative sy m^^
bols of a serpent and disk, and *-**
a seated figure, as the name of the sun-god.
Now, of these two characters, the upper one
has the power of R, and the lower of A,
and hence the name of the god is Ha. And
this is the concurrent testimony of Bunsen,
Lepsius, Gliddon, and all recent authorities.
But although On was really the name of
a city, the founders of the Royal Arch had,
with the lights then before them, assumed
that it was the name of a god, and had so
incorporated it with their system. With
better light than theirs, we can no longer
accept their definition yet the word may
still be retained as a symbol of the Egyptian god.
I know not who has power to
reject it; and if scholars preserve, outside
of the symbolism, the true interpretation,
no harm will be done. It is not the only
significant word in Masonry whose old
and received meaning has been shown to
be incorrect, and sometimes even absurd.
And yet the word is still retained as the
expression of an old idea.
Wilkinson says of it " This city was in
all ages a sort of ecclesiastical metropolis
the prime seat of the
of Lower Egypt
sacred mysteries and higher science of the
country, and was, as such, the fountain
iien,

^-—

;

:

—

from which the Greek philosophers and
historians were allowed to draw the scanty
information which they have transmitted
to us." The sun, which was there worshipped, was in the Egyptian, as in other
idolatrous systems, one of the chief deities.
In another place in the Bible, (Jer. xliii.
13,) the city of On is called Bethshemesh,
the city of the sun and the Greeks called
it Heliopolis, which had precisely the same
meaning.
Now, what was actually the
In the lansignification of the word
?
guage of the hieroglyphics, the sun, it is
true, is called
but St. Cyril, who, as
Bishop of Alexandria, should have known
something of this subject, says that On signified, among the Egyptians, the sun, ('iQv (5^
;

ON

EA

ioTi

icar'

avTolg

6

;

^Xioc.)

Higgins

{Celt.

Druids, 171,) quotes an Irish commentator
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showing that the name AIN or
was
the name of a triad of gods in the Irish
language.
''All etymologists," Higgins
continues, " have supposed the word On to
mean the sun but how the name arose has
not before been explained." In another
as

;

work, (Anacalypsis,

vol.

i.,

p. 109,)

Higgins

makes the following important remarks:
" Various definitions are given of the word

ON

; but they are all unsatisfactory.
It is
written in the Old Testament in two ways,
It is usually
JTX, aun, and JJi{, an.
rendered in English by the word On. This
word is supposed to mean the sun, and the
Greeks translated it by the word ^Xiog, or
Sol.
But I think it only stood for the sun,j
as the emblem of the procreative power of
nature." Bryan says, (Ant. MythoL, i. 19,)
when speaking of this word " On, Eon or
Aon, was another title of the sun among
the Amonians. The Seventy, where the
word occurs in the Scriptures, interpret it the
sun, and call the city of On, Heliopolis ; and
the Coptic Pentateuch renders the city On
by the city of the sun." Plato, in his
Timaeua, says: "Tell me of the god' ON,
which is, and never knew beginning."
And although Plato may have been here
thinking of the Greek word i2N, which
means Being, it is not improbable that he
may have referred to the god worshipped
at On, or Heliopolis, as it was thence that
the Greeks derived so much of their learn:

It would be vain to attempt to make
an analogy between the Hindu sacred word
and the Egyptian ON. The fact
that the
in the former word is the initial
of some secret word, renders the convering.

AUM

sion of

M
it

N

into
impossible, because
lose its signification.

it

would thereby

The old Masons, misled by the authority
of St. Cyril, and by the translation of the
name of the city into " City of the Sun "
by the Hebrews and the Greeks, very
naturally supposed that On was the Egyptian sun-god, their supreme deity, as the
sun always was, wherever he was worshipped. Hence, they appropriated that
name as a sacred word explanatory of the
Jewish Tetragrammaton.
Onyx, DntJ*- {Shohem.)

The second

stone in the fourth row of the high priest's
breastplate.
It is of a bluish-black color,
and represented the tribe of Joseph.
Opening of the liOdge. The necessity of some preparatory ceremonies, of
a more or less formal character, before proceeding to the despatch of the ordinary
business of any association, has always
been recognized. Decorum and the dignity of the meeting alike suggest, even in
popular assemblies called only for a temporary purpose, that a presiding officer
shall, with some formality, be inducted

OPENING

OPENING

into the chair, and he then, to use the ordinary phrase, " opens " the meeting with
the appointment of his necessary assistants,
and with the announcement, in an address
to the audience, explanatory of the objects
that have called them together.
If secular associations have found it expedient, by the adoption of some preparatory forms, to avoid the appearance of an
unseeming abruptness in proceeding to
business, it may well be supposed that religious societies have been still more observant of the custom, and that, as their
pursuits are more elevated, the ceremonies
of their preparation for the object of their
meeting should be still more impressive.
In the Ancient Mysteries, (those sacred
rites which have furnished so many models
for Masonic symbolism,) the opening ceremonies were of the most solemn character.
The sacred herald commenced the ceremonies of opening the greater initiations
by the solemn formula of " Depart hence,
ye profane " to which was added a proc-

proceed, than he directs his attention to an
inquiry into the knowledge possessed by
his officers of the duties that they will be
respectively called upon to perform.
5. Satisfied upon this point, the Master
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lamation which forbade the use of any
language which might be deemed of unfavorable augury to the approaching rites.
In like manner a Lodge of Masons is
opened with the employment of certain
ceremonies in which, that attention may
be given to their symbolic as well as practical importance, every member present is
expected to take a part.
in

These ceremonies, which slightly differ
each of the degrees
but differ so

—

slightly as not to affect their general character
may be considered, in reference to
the several purposes which they are designed to effect, to be divided into eight
successive steps or parts.
1. The Master having signified his intention to proceed to the labors of the
Lodge, every brother is expected to assume
his necessary Masonic clothing and, if an
oflBcer, the insignia of his office, and silently and decorously to repair to his ap-

—

propriate station.
2. The next step in the ceremony is,
with the usual precautions, to ascertain
the right of each one to be present. It is

scarcely necessary to say that, in the per-

formance of this duty, the officers who are
charged with it should allow no one to
remain who is not either well known to
themselves or properly vouched for by

some

discreet and experienced brother.
Attention is next directed to the external avenues of the Lodge, and the officers
within and without who are intrusted with
the performance of this important duty, are
expected to execute it with care and fidel3.

ity.
4.

.

By a wise

provision,

it is

no sooner

timated to the Master that he

may

insafely

then announces, by formal proclamation,
his intention to proceed to business; and,
mindful of the peaceful character of our

he strictly forbids all immoral
or unmasonic conduct whereby the harmony of the Lodge may be impeded,
Institution,

under no

less a penalty than the by-laws
impose, or a majority of the brethren
present may see fit to inflict. Nor, after
this, is any brother permitted to leave the
Lodge during Lodge hours (liiat is, from
the time of opening to that of closing,)
without having first obtained the Worshipful Master's permission.
6. Certain mystic rites, which can here,
be only alluded to, are then employed, by
which each brother present signifies his
concurrence in the ceremonies which have
been performed, and his knowledge of the
degree in which the Lodge is about to be
opened.
7. It is a lesson which every Mason is
taught, as one of the earliest points of his
initiation, that he should commence no important undertaking without first invoking
the blessing of Deity. Hence the next step
in the progress of the opening ceremonies,
is to address a prayer to the Supreme Architect of the Universe.
This prayer, although offered by the Master, is to be participated in by every brother, and, at its
conclusion, the audible response of "So
mote it be Amen," should be made by all

may

:

present.
8. The Lodge is then declared, in the
name of God and the Holy Saints John, to

be opened in due form on the first, second,
or third degree of Masonry, as the case

may

be.

A Lodge is said to be opened in the name
of Qod and the Holy Saints John, as a declaration of the sacred and religious purposes of the meeting, of profound reverence
for that Divine Being whose name and
attributes should be the constant themes
of contemplation, and of respect for those
ancient patrons whom the traditions of
Masonry have so intimately connected with
the history of the Institution.
It is said to be opened in due form, to intimate that all that is necessary, appropriate, and usual in the ceremonies, all that
the law requires or ancient usage renders
indispensable, have been observed.
And it is said to be opened on, and not in,
a certain degree (which latter expression is
often incorrectly used), in reference rather
to the speculative than to the legal character of the meeting, to indicate, not that

"

OPEKATIVE

ORAL

the members are to be circumscribed in the
limits of a particular degree, but that they
are met together to unite in contemplation
on the symbolic teachings and divine les-

option to perform or omit any part of it, it is
not to be supposed that such option is to
be only his arbitrary will or unreasonable
choice.
On the contrary, in exercising it,
he must be governed and restrained by the
principles of right and duty, and be controlled by the circumstances which surround the case, so that this option, which
at first would seem to be a favor, really involves a great and responsible duty, that
of exercising a just judgment in the premises.
That which at one time would be
proper to perform, at another time and in
different circumstances it would be equally
proper to omit.
Oral Instruction. Much of the

sons, to inculcate which
ject of that degree.

is

the peculiar ob-

The manner

of opening in each degree
In the English system, the
opened in the first degree " in the

slightljr varies.

Lodge

is

of God and Universal Benevolence ;"
in the second, " on the square, in the name
of the Great Geometrician of the Universe
and in the third, " on the centre, in the
name of the Most High."
It is prescribed as a ritual regulation that
the Master shall never open or close his
Lodge without a lecture or part of a
lecture.
Hence, in each of the degrees a
portion of a part of the lecture of that degree is incorporated into the opening and
closing ceremonies.
There is in every degree of Masonry,
from the lowest to the highest, an opening
ceremony peculiar to the degree.
This
ceremony has always more or less reference
to the symbolic lesson which it is the
design of the degree to teach, and hence
"the varieties of openings are as many as the
•degrees themselves.
Operative Art. Masonry is divided
by Masonic writers into two branches, an
operative art and a speculative science.
The operative art is that which was practised by the Free Stonemasons of the Middle Ages. The speculative science is that
which is practised by the Freemasons of
the present day. The technicalities and
usages of the former have been incorporated into and modified by the latter.
Hence, Freemasonry is sometimes defined
as a speculative science founded on an
operative art.

name

;

Operative Masonry.
ry, in its character as

familiar to every one.

Freemasonan operative art, is

As

such,

it is

en-

gaged in the application of the rules and
principles of architecture to the construction of edifices for private and public use,
houses for the dwelling-place of man, and
temples for the worship of the Deity. It
abounds, like every other art, in the use of
technical terms, and employs, in practice,
an abundance of implements and materials
which are peculiar to itself.
This operative art has been the foundation on which has been built the speculaSee Specutive science of Freemasonry.
lative

Masonry.

Operative Masons.

Workers in
construct material edifices, in
contradistinction to Speculative Masons,
-who construct only spiritual edifices.
Option. When a Masonic obligation
leaves to the person who assumes it the
stone,

who

_

instruction

which

is
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communicated

in

Freemasonry, and, indeed, all that is esoteric, is given orally
and there is a law of
the Institution that forbids such instruction
There is in this usage and
to be written.
regulation a striking analogy to what pre;

same subject in all the secret
institutions of antiquity.
vailed on the

In all the ancient mysteries, the same
reluctance to commit the esoteric instructions of the hierophants to writing is apparent; and hence the secret knowledge
taught in their initiations was preserved in
symbols, the true meaning of which was
closely concealed from the profane.
The Druids had a similar regulation;
and Csesar informs us that, although they
made use of the letters of the Greek alphabet to record their ordinary or public transactions, yet it was not considered lawful to
intrust their sacred verses to writing, but
these were always committed to memory by
their disciples.
The secret doctrine of the Kabbala, or
the mystical philosophy of the Hebrews,
was also communicated in an oral form,
and could be revealed only through the
medium of allegory and similitude. The
Kabbalistic knowledge, traditionally received, was, says Maurice, [Ind. Aniig., iv.
548,) "transmitted verbally down to all the
great characters celebrated in Jewish an-

among whom both David and Solomon were deeply conversant in its most

tiquity,

hidden mysteries. Nobody, however, had
ventured to commit anything of this kind
to paper."

The Christian Church also, in the age
immediately succeeding the apostolic, observed the same custom of oral instruction.
The early Fathers were eminently cautious
not to commit certain of the mysterious
dogmas of their religion to writing, lest
the surrounding Pagans should be made
acquainted with what they could neither
understand nor appreciate. St. Basil, {De
Spiritu Sancto,) treating of this subject in
receive the
the fourth century, says "
:

We

:

ORAL
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dogmas transmitted to us by writing, and of perversion, because the truth conld only
those which have descended to us from the be ascertained by those persons who were
apostles, beneath the mystery of oral tradition; for several things have been handed
to us without writing, lest the vulgar, too
familiar with our dogmas, should lose a
due respect for them." And he further
asks, "
should it ever be becoming to
write and circulate among the people an
account of those things which the uninitiated are not permitted to contemplate?
custom, so ancient as this, of keeping
the landmarks unwritten, and one so invariably observed by the Masonic fraternity,

How

"

A

may very naturally be presumed, must
have been originally established with the
wisest intentions; and, as the usage was
adopted by many other institutions whose
organization was similar to that of Free-

it

masonry,

it

may

also be supposed that

it

was connected, in some way, with the character of an esoteric instruction.

Two

reasons,

it

seems to me,

may be

as-

signed for the adoption of the usage among
Freemasons.
In the first place, by confining our secret
doctrines and landmarks to the care of
tradition, all danger of controversies and
schisms among Masons and in Lodges is
effectually avoided.
Of these traditions,
the Grand Lodge in each jurisdiction is the

and

to its authoritative interin
the jurisdiction is bound to submit. There
is no book, to which every brother may
refer, whose language each one may interpret according to his own views, and whose
interpreter,

pretation every

expressions

Mason and every Lodge

— sometimes,

perhaps, equivo-

—

and sometimes obscure
might afford
ample sources of wordy contest and verbal
cal,

criticism.
The doctrines themselves, as
well as their interpretation, are contained

in the memories of the Craft; and the
Grand Lodges, as the lawful representatives
of the Fraternity, are alone competent to
decide whether the tradition has been correctly preserved, and what is its true interpretation. And hence it is that there is no
institution in which there have been so few
and such unimportant controversies with respect to essential and fundamental doctrines.
In illustration of this argument, Dr. Oliver, while speaking of what he calls the
antediluvian system of Freemasonry,
a
part of which must necessarily have been
traditional, and transmitted from father to
son, and a part intrusted to symbols,
makes the following observations
" Such of the legends as were communicated orally would be entitled to the greatest degree of credence, while those that
were committed to the custody of symbols,
which, it is probable, many of the collateral legends would be, were in great danger

—

—

intrusted with the secret of their interpretation.
if the symbols were of doubtful character, and carried a double meaning, as many of the Egyptian hieroglyphics
of a subsequent age actually did, the legends

And

which they embodied might sustain very
considerable alteration in sixteen or sevpassing

enteen hundred years, although
through very few hands."

Maimonides {More Nevoehhn c. Ixxi.) assigns a similar reason for the unwritten
preservation of the Oral Law. "This," he
says, "was the perfection of wisdom in our
law, that by this means those evils were
avoided into which it fell in succeeding
times, namely, the variety and perplexity
of sentiments and opinions, and the doubts
which so commonly arise from written doctrines contained in books, besides the errors
which are easily committed by writers and
copyists, whence, afterwards, spring up controversies, schisms, and confusion of parties."

A

second reason that may be assigned for
the unwritten ritual of Masonry is, that by
compelling the craftsman who desires to
make any progress in his profession, to
commit its doctrines to memory, there is a
greater probability of their being thoroughly
studied and understood. In confirmation
of this opinion, it will, I think, be readily
acknowledged by any one whose experience is at all extensive, that, as a general
rule, those skilful brethren who are technically called "bright Masons," are better
acquainted with the esoteric and unwritten
portion of the lectures, which they were
compelled to acquire under a competent
instructor, and by oral information, than
with that which is published in the Monitors, and, therefore, always at hand to be read.
Csesar {Bell. Gall., vi. 14,) thought that
this was the cause of the custom among
the Druids, for, after mentioning that they
did not suffer their doctrines to be committed to writing, he adds " They seem to
:

me

to

have adopted

this

method

for

two

that their mysteries might be
hidden from the common people, and to
exercise the memory of their disciples,
which would be neglected if they had
books on which they might rely, as, we
find, is often the case."
third reason for this unwritten doctrine of Masonry, and one, perhaps, most
familiar to the Craft, is also alluded to by
Csesar in the case of the Druids, " because
they did not wish their doctrines to be divulged to the common people." Maimonides, in the conclusion of the passage
which we have already quoted, makes a
similar remark with respect to the oral law
reasons:

A

—
ORAL

ORDER
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" But if," says he, " so much
was exercised that the oral law should
not be written in a book and laid open to

of the Jews.

cited the law and its explanation, as he
had received it from God. Aaron then
rose and seated himself on the right hand
all persons, lest, peradventure, it should of Moses.
Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons
become corrupted and depraved, how much of Aaron, now entered the tent, and Moses
more caution was required that the secret repeated to them all that he had communi-

care

interpretations of that law should not be
divulged to every person, and pearls be
thus thrown to swine." " Wherefore," he
adds, " they were intrusted to certain prijVate persons, and by them were transmitted
"to other educated men of excellent and extraordinary gifts." And for this regulation he quotes the Rabbins, who say that
the secrets of the law are not delivered to
any person except a man of prudence and

cated to their father
after which, they
seated themselves, one on the left hand of
Moses and the other on the right hand of
Aaron. Then went in the seventy elders,
and Moses taught them, in the same
manner as he had taught Aaron and his
sons.
Afterwards, all of the congregation
who desired to know the Divine will came
;

in

;

and

law and

to them, also, Moses recited the
its interpretation, in the same
as before. The law, thus orally

wisdom.

manner

then, for these excellent reasons,
to avoid idle controversies and endless disputes to preserve the secrets of our Order
from decay and, by increasing the dilEculties by which they are to be obtained,
to diminish the probability of their being
forgotten ; and, finally, to secure them from
the unhallowed gaze of the profane,
that
the oral instruction of Masonry was first

delivered by Moses, had now been heard
four times by Aaron, three times by his
sons, twice by the seventy elders, and once
After this,.
by the rest of the people.
Moses withdrawing, Aaron repeated all
that he had heard from Moses, and retired;
then Eleazar and Ithamar repeated it, and
also withdrew and, finally, the same thing
was done by the seventy elders so that each
of them having heard the law repeated
four times, it was thus, finally, fixed in

It

is,

;

;

—

instituted,

and

still

continues to be

reli-

giously observed. Its secret doctrines are
the precious jewels of the Order, and the
memories of Masons are the well-guarded
caskets in which those jewels are to be preserved with unsullied purity. And hence
it is appropriately said in our ritual, that
" the attentive ear receives the sound from
the instructive tongue, and the secrets of
Freemasonry are safely lodged in the depositary of faithful breasts."
Oral Iiaw. The Oral Law is the name
given by the Jews to the interpretation of
the written code, and which is said to have
been delivered to Moses at the same time,
accompanied by the Divine command:
"Thou shalt not divulge the words which
I have said to thee out of my mouth." The
Oral Law was, therefore, never intrusted to
books but, being preserved in the memories of the judges, prophets, priests, and
other wise men, was handed down, from
one to the other, through a long succession
of ages.
;

Maimonides has described, according

to

the Rabbinical traditions, the mode adopted
by Moses to impress the principles of this
Oral Law upon the people. As an example
of perseverance in the acquirement of information by oral instruction, it may be
worthy of the consideration and imitation
of all those Masons who wish to perfect
themselves in the esoteric lessons of their
Institution.

When

Moses had descended from Mount

Sinai, and had spoken to the people, he retired to his tent.
Here he was visited by
Aaron, to whom, sitting at his feet, he re-

;

;

their memories.
The written law, divided
lawgivers into 613 precepts,

by the Jewish

contained in
the Pentateuch.
But the Oral law, transmitted by Moses to Joshua, by him to the
elders,

is

and from them copveyed by

tradi-

tionary relation to the time of Judah .the
Holy, was by him, to preserve it from being
forgotten and lost, committed to writing
in the work known as the Mishna. And
now, no longer an Oral Law, its precepts are to be found in that book, with
the subsidiary aid of the Constitutions of
the prophets and wise men, the Decrees of
the Sanhedrim, the decisions of the Judges,
and the Expositions of the Doctors.

Orator.

An

ofiBcer in a Lodge whose
to explain to a candidate after
his initiation the mysteries of the degree

duty
into

it

is

which he has just been admitted. The

office is therefore,

lar to that of

in

many

a lecturer.

respects, simi-

The

office

was

created in the French Lodges early in the
eighteenth century, soon after the introduction of Masonry into France.
writer
in the London Freemasons' Magazine for
1859 attributes its origin to the constitutional deficiency of the French in readiness of public speaking. From the French
it passed to the other continental Lodges,
and was adopted by the Scottish Rite. The
office is not recognized in the English and
American system, where its duties are performed by the Worshipful Master.
Order. An Order may be defined to
be a brotherhood, fellowship, or assocj^-

A

:

;

:

ORDER

ORDER

tion of certain persons, united by laws and
statutes peculiar to the society, engaged in a
•common object or design, and distmguislied
by particular habits, ensigns, badges or
^symbols.
Johnson's definition is that an Order is
""
a regular government, a society of dignified persons distinguished by marks of
ionor, and a religious fraternity." In all
of these senses Freemasonry may be styled
an Order. Its government is of the most
jegular and systematic character men the
most eminent for dignity and reputation
have been its members; and if it does not
constitute a religion in itself, it is at least

Name in each was diflferent. Thus
Bode, as an Illuminatus, was, we have seen,
called " Amelius," but as a Strict Observant, he was known as " Eques k lilio con-
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Order

vallium," or Knight of tne Lily of the
Valleys.
The following examples may
suffice.
full list will be found in Thory's

A

Acta Latomorum.

Hund was Eques
Sword.
Jacobi was Eques

ab ense
h,

stellS.

= Knight
= Knight

Star.

of the
of the

=

Count Bruhl was Eques k gladio ancipiti
Knight of the Double-edged Sword.
Bode was Eques d, lilio convallium
Knight

=

religion's handmaid.
The ecclesiastical writers define an Order
to be a congregation or society of religious

of the Lily of the Valleys.
Beyerle was Eques k fascia
Knight of the

persons, governed by particular rules, living under the same superior, in the same
manner, and wearing the same habit; a
definition equally applicable to the society

Berend was Eques k septem stellis
Knight
of the Seven Stars.
Decker was Eques k plagula
Knight of

of Freemasons. These ecclesiastical Orders
are divided into three classes 1. Monastic,
such as the Benedictines and the Augustinians. 2. The Mendicant, as the Dominicans and the Franciscans.
3. The Military, as the Hospitallers, the Templars,
and the Teutonic Knights. Only the first
and the third have any connection with Freemasonry the first because it was by them
that architecture was fostered, and the Masoiiic gilds patronized in the Middle Ages
and the third because it was in the bosom
of Freemasonry that the Templars found a
refuge after the dissolution of their Order.
Order JTame. The name or designation assumed by the lUuminati, the members of the Rite of Strict Observance, and
of the Royal Order of Scotland, was called
the Order Name, or the Characteristic
Name. See Eques.
The Illuminati selected classical names,
of which the following are specimens

Lavaterwas Eques ab i&culapio

:

;

Weishaupt
Knigge
Bode

i

Spartacus.
Plilo.

Amelius.
Lucian.
Pythagoras.
Diomedes.

Nicolai

Westenreider
Constanza

Zwack

Cato.
Brutus.

Count Savioli
Busche
Ecker

Bayard.
Saladin.

=

Girdle.

=

the Curtain.

^

=

minutes.

Reports on petitions.
Balloting for candidates.
5. Reports of special committees.
6. Reports of standing committees.
7. Consideration of motions made at a
former meeting, if called up by a memlior.
3.

4.

Strict Observance
Names in a difierent

formed their Order
Following the custom of the combatants in the old tournaments, each called
himself an eques, or knight of some particular object; as. Knight of the Sword, Knight
of the Star, etc. Where one belonged both
to this Rite and to that of Illuminiam, his

^ Knight
=

of Esculapius.
Seckendorf was Eques k capricorno
Knight of Capricorn.
Prince Charles Edward was Eques k sole
aureo
Knight of the Golden Sun.
Zinnendorf was Eques k lapide nigro
Knight of the Black Stone.
Order of Business. In every Masonic body, the by-laws should prescribe
an " Order of Business," and in proportion
as that order is rigorously observed will be
the harmony and celerity with which the
business of the Lodge will be despatched.
In Lodges whose by-laws have prescribed
no settled order, the arrangement of business
is left to the discretion of the presiding
officer, who, however, must be governed,
to some extent, by certain general rules
founded on the principles of parliamentary
law, or on the suggestions of common sense.
The order of business may, for convenience of reference, be placed in the following
tabular form
1. Opening of the Lodge.
2. Reading
and confirmation of the

The members of the
-way.

=

8.

New

9.

Initiations.

business.

Reading of the minutes
and correction.

10.

tion

11.

for informa-

Closing of the Lodge.

Order of Christ.

See

C/irht,

Order

of.

Order of the Temple.
ple,

Order of

the.

See Tem-

ORDER
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Order, Rules
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of. Every permanent posite
the first three being of Greek and
body adopts a code of rules of the last two of Italian origin. See each

order to suit itself; but there are certain
rules derived from what may be called the
common law of Parliament, the wisdom of
which having been proven by long experience, that have been deemed of force at all
times and places, and are, with a few necessary exceptions, as applicable to Lodges as
to other societies.
The rules of order, sanctioned by uninterrupted usage and approved by all authorities, may be enumerated under the
following distinct heads, as applied to a

under

its

respective

title.

Considering that the orders of architecture must have constituted one of the most
important subjects of contemplation to the
Operative Masons of the Middle Ages, and
that they afforded a fertile source for their
symbolism, it is strange that so little allusion is made to them in the primitive lectures and in the earliest catechisms of the
last century.
In the earliest catechism extant, they are simply enumerated, and said
to answer " to the base, perpendicular, diMasonic body:
ameter, circumference, and square;" but no
1. Two independent original propositions
explanation is given of this reference. Nor
cannot be presented at the same time to are they referred to in the " Legend of the
the meeting.
Craft," or in any of the Old Constitutions.
2. A subsidiary motion cannot be offered Preston, however, introduced them into his
out of its rank of precedence.
system of lectures, and designated the three
3. When a brother intends to speak, he
most ancient orders
the Ionic, Doric, and
is required to stand up in his place, and
Corinthian as symbols ofwisdom, strength,
to address himself always to the presiding and beauty, and referred them to the three
officer.
original Grand Masters.
This symbolism
4. When two
or more brethren rise has ever since been retained and, notwithnearly at the same time, the presiding standing the reticence of the earlier ritualofficer will indicate, by mentioning his ists, there is abundant evidence, in the
name, the one who, in his opinion, is en- architectural remains of the Middle Ages,
titled to the floor.
that it was known to the old Operative Free5. A brother is not to be interrupted by
masons.
any other member, except for the purpose
Orders of Architecture, Egypof calling him to order.
The Egyptians had a system of
tian.
6. No brother can speak oftener than the architecture peculiar to themselves, which,
rules permit; but this rule may be dis- says Barlow, {Essays on Symbolism, p. 30,)
pensed with by the Master.
"would indicate a people of grand ideas,
7. No one is to disturb the speaker by
and of confirmed religious convictions." It
hissing, unnecessary coughing, loud whis- was massive, and without the airy proporpering, or other unseemly noise, nor should tions of the Greek orders. It was, too, emihe pass between the speaker and the pre- nently symbolic, and among its ornaments
siding officer.
the lotus leaf and plant predominated as a
8. No personality, abusive remarks, or symbol of regeneration.
Among the pecuother improper language should be used by liar forms of the Egyptian architecture
any brother in debate.
were the fluted column, which suggested the
9. If the presiding officer rises to speak Ionic order to the Greeks, and the basket
while a brother is on the floor, that brother capital adorned with the lotus, which aftershould immediately sit down, that the pre- wards became the Corinthian. To the Masiding officer may be heard.
sonic student, the Egyptian stylo of archi10. Every one who speaks should speak tecture becomes interesting, because it was
undoubtedly followed by King Solomon in
to the question.
The great
11. As a sequence to this, it follows that his construction of the Temple.
there can be no speaking unless there be similarity between the pillars of the porch
a question before the Lodge. There must and the columns in front of Egyptian
always be a motion of some kind to au- temples is very apparent. Our translators
thorize a debate.
have, however, unfortunately substituted
Orders of Architectsire. An order the lily for the lotus in their version.
in architecture is a system or assemblage
Orders of Knighthood. An order
of parts subject to certain uniform estab- of knighthood is a confraternity of knights
lished proportions regulated by the office bound by the same rules. Of these there
which such part has to perform, so that the are many in every kingdom of Europe, bedisposition, in a peculiar form, of the mem- stowed by sovereigns on their subjects as
bers and ornaments, and the proportion of marks of honor and rewards of merit. Such,
the columns and pilasters, is called an order. for instance, are in England the Knights
There are five orders of architecture, the of the Garter; in Scotland the Knights of
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan, and Com- Saint Andrew and in Ireland the Knights

—

—

;

;

3

U

;
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But the only Orders of A motto of the 33d degree, and having the
Knighthood that have had any historical same allusion as lux e tenebris, which see.
of Saint Patrick.

relation to Masonry, except the Order of
Charles XII. in Sweden, are the three great
religious and military Orders which were
established in the Middle Ages. These are

the Knights Templars, the Knights Hospitallers or Knights of Malta, and the Teutonic Knights, each of which may be seen
under its respective title. Of these three,
the Masons can really claim a connection
only with the Templars.
They alone

had a
there

is

secret initiation, and with them
at least traditional evidence of a

fusion.
The Knights of Malta and the
Teutonic Knights have always held themselves aloof from the Masonic Order.
They never had a secret form of initiation
their reception was open and public; and
the former Order, indeed, during the latter

The invention of this motto is to be attributed to the Supreme Council of the
and Accepted Scottish Rite at
Charleston, and it is first met with in the
Patent of Count de Grasse, dated February
1, 1802. When De Grasse afterwards carried
the Rite over to France and established a
Ancient

there, he changed the
motto, and, according to Lenning, Ordo ab
hoc was used by him and his Council in all
the documents issued by them. If so, it
was simply a blunder.

Supreme Council

Oregon. The

first Lodges instituted
Oregon were under Warrants from the

in

Grand Lodge of California, in the year
1849. On August 16th, 1851, a convention
of three Lodges was held in Oregon City,
and the Grand Lodge of Oregon was there
part of the eighteenth century, Became the organized, Berryman Jennings being elected
willing instruments of the Church in the Grand Master. The Grand Chapter was
persecution of the Masons who were at organized at Salem, September 18th, 1860.
that time in the island of Malta. There Templarism was introduced by the organis, indeed, a Masonic degree called Knight
ization of Oregon Commandery, No. 1, at

of Malta, but the existing remnant of the
historical order has always repudiated it.
With the Teutonic Knights, the Freemasons have no other connection than this,
that in some of the high degrees their
peculiar cross has been adopted. An attempt has been made, but I think without
reason, to identify the Teutonic Knights
with the Prussian Knights, or Noachites.
Orders of the Day. In parliamentary law, propositions which are appointed
for consideration at a particular hour and
day are called the orders of the day.

When the day arrives for their discussion,
they take precedence of all other matters,
unless passed over by mutual consent or
postponed to another day. The same rules
in reference to these orders prevail in Masonic as in other assemblies. The parlia-

mentary law is here applicable without
modification to Masonic bodies.
Ordiiiacio. The Old Constitutions
known as the Halliwell MS. {14th cent.)
speak of an ordinacio in the sense of a law.
" Alia ordinacio artes geometrice." It is borrowed from the Roman law, where ordinatio
signified an imperial edict.
In the Middle
Ages, the word was used in the sense of a
statute, or the decision of a judge.
Ordination. At the close of the reception of a neophyte into the order of
Elect Cohens, the Master, while communicating to him the mysterious words, touched
him with the thumb, index, iiiul middle
fingers (the other two being closed) on the
forehead, heart, and side of the head, thus
making the figure of a triangle.
This
ceremony was called the ordinati/m,.

Ordo ab

Cliao.

Order out of Chaos.

Oregon City, on July 24th, 1860.

Orsanist, Grand.

An

ofiicer in

the

Grand Lodge of England, Scotland, and
Ireland whose duty it is to superintend the
musical exercises on private and public
occasions.
He must be a Master Mason,
and is required to attend the Quarterly
and other communications of the Grand
Lodge. His jewel is an antique lyre.
Grand Lodges in this country do not recognize such an officer.
But an organist has
been recently employed since the introduction of musical services into Lodge ceremonies by some Lodges.

Organization of Grand liOdges.
See Grand Lodije.

Orient.

The East. The place where
situated is sometimes called its
but more properly its " East."
The seat of a Grand Lodge has also sometimes been called its " Grand Orient;" but
here "Grand East" would, I think, be
better. The term " Grand Orient " has been
used to designate certain of the Supreme
Bodies on the continent of Europe, and
also in South America as, the Grand Orient
of France, the Grand Orient of Portugal,
the Grand Orient of Brazil, the Grand
a Lodge

is

" Orient,"

;

Orient of New Grenada, etc. The title
always has reference to the East as the
place of honor in Masonry.
See East,
Grand.
Orient, Grand. See Grand Orient.

Orient,
the.
The

Grand Couiuiander of

(Grand

forty-third
Mizraira.

Commandeur

Orient, Interior.
in Germany

times used

d' Orient.)

degree of the

Rite

A name
to

of

some-

designate a

—

;

ORIENT

ORIGINAL
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Grand Chapter or superintending body of
the higher degrees.

old lectures of the last century, that it
was " because all chapels and churches are,
Orient of France, Grand. See or ought to be so," has become obsolete,
France.
and other symbolic reasons are assigned.
Order of tlie. {Ordre Yet there can be no doubt that such was
d' Orient.)
An Order founded, says Thory, really the origin of the usage. The orien(Act. Lat, i. 330,) at Paris, in 1806, ou the tation of churches was a principle of ecsystem of the Templars, to whom it traced clesiastical architecture very generally obits origin.
served by builders, in accordance with
Oriental Cbair of Solomon. The ecclesiastical law from the earliest times
seat of the Master in a symbolic Lodge, after the apostolic age. Thus in the Aposand so called because the Master is sup- tolic Constitutions, which, although falsely
posed symbolically to fill the place over the attributed to St. Clement, are yet of great
Craft once occupied by King Solomon. For antiquity, we find the express direction,
the same reason, the seat of the Grand " sit aedes oblonga ad orientem versus,"
Master in the Grand Lodge receives the let the church be of an oblong form, directed
same appellation. In England it is called to the east,
a direction which would be
the throne.
strictly applicable in the building of a
peculiar Lodge room. St. Charles Borromeo, in his
Oriental Pbllosopliy.
system of doctrines concerning the Divine Instructiones Fdbricoe Eoelesiasticce, is still
Nature which is said to have originated in more precise, and directs that the rear or
Persia, its founder being Zoroaster, whence altar part of the church shall look directly
it passed through Syria, Asia Minor, and
to the east, " in orientem versus recta specEgypt, and was finally introduced among tat," and that it shall be not " ad solstitithe Greeks, whose philosophical systems alem sed ad aequinoctialem orientem,"
it at times modified.
Pliny calls it "a not to the solstitial east, which varies by
magical philosophy," and says that Democ- the deflection of the sun's rising, but to the
ritus, having travelled into the East for equinoctial east, where the sun rises at the
the purpose of learning it, and returning equinoxes, that is to say, due east. But, as
home, taught it in his mysteries. It gave Bingham (Antiq., B. viii., c. iii.,) admits,
birth to the sect of Gnostics, and most of although the usage was very general to
erect churches towards the east, yet " it
it being adopted by the school of Alexanadmitted of exceptions, as necessity or exdria, it was taught by Philo, Jamblichus,
and other disciples of that school. Its es- pediency;" and the same exception presential feature was the theory of emana- vails in the construction of Lodges, which,
It is evident from his although always erected due east and west,
tions, (which see.)
Travels of Oyrns, that the Chevalier Ram- where circumstances will permit, are somesay was not only well acquainted with times from necessity built in a diflerent
direction.
But whatever may be externally
this philosophy, but held it in high esteem
and it is not wonderful, therefore, that it the situation of the Lodge with reference
influenced him in the high degrees of Ma- to the points of the compass, it is always
sonry which he established, and from which considered internally that the Master's
all the other higher Masonry has been di- seat is in the east, and therefore that the
And so it Lodge is " situated due east and west."
rectly or indirectly derived.
As to the original interpretation of the
happens that the Oriental Philosophy permeates, sometimes to a very palpable ex- usage, there is no doubt that the Masonic
tent, Inefiable, Philosophic, and Hermetic was derived from the ecclesiastical, that is,
Masonry, being mixed up and intertwined that Lodges were at first built east and
with the Jewish and Kabbalistic Philoso- west because churches were; nor can we
phy.
knowledge of the Oriental Philos- help believing that the church borrowed
ophy is therefore essential to the proper and Christianized its symbol from the Pagan reverence for the place of sunrising.
understanding of these high degrees.
Oriental Rite. The title first as- The admitted reverence in Masonry for the
east as the place of light, gives to the usage
sumed by the Rite of Memphis.
Orientation. The orientation of a the modern Masonic interpretation of the
Lodge is its situation due east and west. symbol of orientation.
Original Points. The old lectures
The word is derived from the technical
language of architecture, where it is ap- of the last century, which are now obsolete,
" There
plied, in the expression "orientation of contained the following instruction

Orient,

—

A

A

:

churches," to designate a similar direction

Although Masonic
in building.
are still, when circumstances will
built in an east and west direction,
planation of the usage, contained

Lodges
permit,
the exin the

Freemasonry twelve original points,
which form the basis of the system and
comprehend the whole ceremony of initiation. Without the existence of these points,
no man ever was, or can be, legally and
are in

;

ORPHAN

ORIGIN
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essentially received into the Order.

person wlio

is

Every

Origin of Freemasonry.

The

origin and source whence first sprang the
institution of Freemasonry, sucn as we
now have it, has given rise to more difierence of opinion and discussion among Masonic scholars than any other topic in the
Writers on
literature of the Institution.
the history of Freemasonry have, at different times, attributed its origin to the following sources.
1. To
the Patriarchal

To the Ancient Pagan MysTo the Temple of King Solomon. 4. To the Crusaders. 5. To the
Knights Templars. 6. To the Roman Colleges of Artificers. 7. To the Operative
Masons of the Middle Ages. 8. To the
religion.

nal de Paris, and which contains the
passages

fol-

made a Mason must go lowing

through, all these twelve forms and ceremonies, not only in the first degree, but in
every subsequent one."

teries.

"

2.

3.

Eosicrucians of the sixteenth century. 9.
Oliver Cromwell, for the advancement
of his political schemes. 10. To the Pretender, for the restoration of the House of
Stuart to the British throne. 11. To Sir
Christopher Wren at the building of St.
Paul's Cathedral. 12. To Dr. Desaguliers
and his associates in the year 1717. Each
of these twelve theories has been from
time to time, and the twelfth within a recent period, sustained with much zeal, if
not always with much judgment, by their
advocates.
few of them, however, have
long since been abandoned, but the others

To

A

"This is my Masonic history. At one
time, when certainly no one could have
foreseen our revolution, I was in favor of
Freemasonry, which presented to me a sort
of image of equality, as I was in favor of
the parliament, which presented a sort of
image of liberty. I have since quitted the phanIn the month of Dethe secretary of the Grand
Orient having addressed himself to the
person who discharged the functions, near
me, of secretary of the Grand Master, to
obtain my opinion on a question relating to the affairs of that society, I replied to him on the 5th of January as
follows
'As I do not know how the
Grand Orient is composed, and as, besides,
I think that there should be no mystery
nor secret assembly in a republic, especially
at the commencement of its establishment,
I desire no longer to mingle in the affairs
of the Grand Orient, nor in the meetings
of the Freemasons.'
In consequence of the publication of
this letter, the Grand Orient on May 13th,
1793, declared the Grand Mastership vacant, thus virtually deposing their recreant
chief.
He soon reaped the reward of his
treachery and political debasement. On
the 6th of November in the same year he
suffered death on the guillotine.
tom for

the reality.

cember

last,

:

Ornius or Ormesius.

See Rose

Oroix, Golden.

find defenders.

Orniuzd and Abriman. Ormuzd

the subject are expressed
in the article Antiquity of Freemasonry, to
which the reader is referred.
Orleans,
of. Louis Philippe
Joseph, Duke of Orleans, better known in
history by his revolutionary name of Egalit6, was the fifth Grand Master of the Masonic Order in France. As Duke of Chartres, the title which he held during the life
of his father, he was elected Grand Master
in the year 1771, upon the death of the
Count de Clermont. Having appointed
the Duke of Luxemburg his Substitute,
he did not attend a meeting of the Grand
Lodge until 1777, but had in the meantime
paid much attention to the interests of Masonry, visiting many of the Lodges, and
laying the foundation-stone of a Masonic

was the principle of good and the symbol
of light, and Ahriman the principle of evil
and the symbol of darkness, in the old Per-

still

My

attract attention

and

own views on

Duke

Hall at Bordeaux.
His abandonment of his family and his
adhesion to the Jacobins during the revolution, when he repudiated his hereditary
title of Duke of Orleans and assumed the
republican one of Egalit4, forms a part of
the history of the times. On the 22d February, 1793, he wrote a letter to Milsent,
the editor, over the signature of " Citoyen
Egalit6," which was published in the Jour-

sian religion.

See Zoroaster.

Ornaments of a !Lodge.

The

lec-

tures describe the ornaments of a Lodge as
consisting of the Mosaic Pavement, the Indented Tessel, and the Blazing Star. They
are called ornaments because they are really

the decorations with which a properly furnished Lodge is adorned. See these respective words.
tlie Jebnsite. He was an inhabitant of Jerusalem, at the time that that
city was called Jebus, from the son of Canaan, whose descendants peopled it. He
was the owner of the threshing-floor situated on Mount Moriah, in the same spot
on which the Temple was afterwards built.
This threshing-floor David bought to erect
on it an altar to God. (2 Chron. xxi. 18On the same spot Solomon afterwards
25.)
built the Temple.
Hence, in Masonic language, the Temple of Solomon is sometimes
"
spoken of as the threshing-floor of Ornan
the Jebusite." See Threshing-Floor.
Orpban. The obligation that Masons
should care for the children of their de-

Ornan

;

;

ORPHEUS

OSIRIS

ceased brethren has been well observed in
the Institution by many Grand Lodges,
independent associations of Masons, and
of asylums for the support and education of Masonic orphans. Among these,
perhaps one of the most noteworthy, is
the orphan asylum founded at Stockholm, in 1753, by the contributions of
the Swedish Masons, and which, by subsequent bequests and endowments, has become one of the richest private institutions
of the kind in the world.
Orpheus. There are no less than four
persons to whom the ancients gave the
name of Orpheus, but of these only one is
worthy of notice as the inventor of the
mysteries, or, at least, as the introducer of
them into Greece. The genuine Orpheus
is said to have been a Thracian, and a disciple of Linus, who flourished when the
kingdom of the Athenians was dissolved.
From him the Thracian or Orphic mysteries derived their name, because he first introduced the sacred rites of initiation and
mystical doctrines into Greece. He was,
according to fabulous tradition, torn to
pieces by Oiconian women, and after his
death he was deified by the Greeks. The
story, that by the power of his harmony he
drew wild beasts and trees to him, has
been symbolically interpreted, that by his
sacred doctrines he tamed men of rustic and
savage disposition. An abundance of fables has clustered around the name of Orpheus ; but it is at least generally admitted
by the learned, that he was the founder of
the system of initiation into the sacred
The
mysteries as practised in Greece.
Grecian theology, says Thomas Taylor,
himself the most Grecian of all moderns,
originated from Orpheus, and was promulgated by him, by Pythagoras, and by Plato
by the first, mystically and symbolically ;
by the second, enigmatically and through
images; and by the last, scientifically. The
mysticism of Orpheus should certainly have
given him as high a place in the esteem of
the founders of the present system of Speculative Masonry as has been bestowed upon
Pythagoras. But it is strange that, while
they delighted to call Pythagoras an " ancient friend and brother," they have been
utterly silent as to Orpheus.

of the school of Pythagoras, formed, after
the destruction of that school, by some of
its disciples, who, seeking to establish a religious association, devoted themselves to
the worship of Bacchus, with which they

—
—
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mingled certain Egyptian practices, and
out of this mixture made up a species of
life which they called the Orphic life, and
the origin of which, to secure greater consideration, they attributed to Orpheus, publishing under his name many apocryphal

works.

The Orphic rites differed from the other
Pagan rites, in not being connected with
the priesthood, but in being practised by a
fraternity who did not possess the sacerdotal functions. The initiated commemorated in their ceremonies, which were performed at night, the murder of Bacchus by
the Titans, and his final restoration to the
supreme government of the universe, under

name of Phanes.
Demosthenes, while reproaching Eschines for having engaged with his mother

the

in these mysteries, gives us
their nature.

some notion of

In the day, the initiates were crowned
with fennel and poplar, and carried serpents in their hands, or twined them
around their heads, crying with a loud
voice, enos, sabos, and danced to the sound
of the mystic words, hyes, attes, attes, hyes.
At night the mystes was bathed in the lustral water, and having been rubbed over
with clay and bran, he was clothed in the
skin of a fawn, and having risen from the
bath, he exclaimed, " I have departed from
evil and have found the good."
The Orphic poems made Bacchus identical with Osiris, and celebrated the mutilation and palingenesis of that deity as a
symbol teaching the resurrection to eternal
so that their design was similar to that
of the other Pagan mysteries.
The Orphic initiation, because it was not
sacerdotal in its character, was not so celebrated among the ancients as the other
life,

mysteries. Plato, even, calls its disciples
charlatans.
It nevertheless existed until
the first ages of the Christian religion, being at that time adopted by the philosophers as a means of opposing the progress
of the new revelation. It fell, however, at

Orphic Mysteries. These rites last, with the other rites of paganism, a
were practised in Greece, and were a modi- victim to the rapid and triumphant profication of the mysteries of Bacchus or gress of the gospel.
Osiris. He was the chief god of the
Dionysus, and they were so called because
their institution was falsely attributed to old Egyptian mythology, the husband of
Orpheus. They were, however, established Isis, and the father of Horus. Jabloniski
at a much later period than his era. In- says that Osiris represented the sun only
deed, M. Freret, who has investigated this but Plutarch, whose opportunity of knowsubject with much learning in the Memoires ing was better, asserts that, while generally
de I'Academie des Inscriptions, (torn, xxiii.,) considered as a symbol of the solar orb,
regards the Orphics as a degenerate branch some of the Egyptian philosophers regarded

;

:

OZEE

OSIRIS
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him as a river god, and called him Nilus. derivation of this word, which
Bat the truth is, that Osiris represented the probably an anagram of a name.
male, active or generative, powers of nature
while Isis represented its female, passive
or prolific, powers. Thus, when Osiris was
the sun, Isis was the earth, to be vivified
by his rays when he was the Nile, Isis was
the land of Egypt, fertilized by his overflow.
Such is the mythological or mystical
sense in which Osiris was received.
Historically, he is said to have been a
great and powerful king, who, leaving
Egypt, traversed the world, leading a host
of fauns or satyrs, and other fabulous beings in his train, actually an army of followers. He civilized the whole earth, and
taught mankind to fertilize the soil and to
perform the works of agriculture. We see
here the idea which was subsequently expressed by the Greeks in their travels of
Dionysus, and the wanderings of Ceres; and
it is not improbable that the old Masons
had some dim perception of this story,
which they have incorporated, under the
figure of Euclid, in their "Legend of the
;

is

most

It was,

by the Stuart Masons, and
some person who was inimical to

I think, invented
refers to

that party.

Otreb. The pseudonyme of the celebrated Kosicrucian Michel Mayer, under
his book on Death and the
See Mayer.

which he wrote
Resurrection.

Out of the liOdge. The charges of
a Freemason, compiled by Anderson fromi
the Ancient Eecords, contain the regula-'
tions for the behavior of Masons out of the
Lodge under several heads; as, behavior
after the Lodge is over, when brethren
meet without strangers, in the presence of
strangers, at home, and towards a strange
brother. GUdicke gives the same directions
in the following

words

"A

brother Freemason shall not only
conduct himself in the Lodge, but also out
of the Lodge, as a brother towards his
brethren ; and happy are they who are
convinced that they have in this respect
ever obeyed the laws of the Order."
OTal Temples. The temple in the
Craft."
Osiris, Mysteries of. The Osirian Druidical mysteries was often of an oval
mysteries consisted in a scenic representa- form. As the oblong temple was a represention of the murder of Osiris by Typhon, tation of the inhabited world, whence is dethe subsequent recovery of his mutilated rived the form of the Lodge; so the oval
body by Isis, and his deification, or resto- temple was a representation of the munration to immortal life. Julius Firmicus, dane egg, which was also a symbol of the
in his treatise On the Falsity of the Pagan world. The symbolic idea in both was the
Meligions, thus describes the object of the same.
Osirian mysteries " But in those funerals
Overseer. The title of three officers
and lamentations which are annually cele- in a Mark Lodge, who are distinguished as
brated in honor of Osiris, the defenders the Master, Senior, and Junior Overseer.
of the Pagan rites pretend a physical The jewel of their office is a square. In
reason. They call the seeds of fruit, Osi- Mark Lodges attached to Chapters, the
ris ; the earth, Isis
the natural heat, Ty- duties of these officers are performed by
phon; and because the fruits are ripened the three Grand Masters of the "Veils.
by the natural heat and collected for the
Ox. The ox was the device on the
life of man, and are separated from their
banner of the tribe of Ephraim. The ox
natural tie to the earth, and are sown again on a scarlet field is one of the Royal Arch
when winter approaches, this they consider banners, and is borne by the Grand Masis the death of Osiris but when the fruits,
ter of the Third Veil.
by the genial fostering of the earth, beOyres de Ornellas, Pra^ao.
gin again to be generated by a new procre- Portuguese gentleman, who was arrested
ation, this is the finding of Osiris."
This as a Freemason, at Lisbon, in 1776, and
explanation does not essentially differ from thrown into a dungeon, where he remained
that already given in the article Egyptian fourteen months.
See Alincourt.
Mysteries. The symbolism is i ndeed precisely
Ozee. Sometimes Osee. The acclathe same
that of a restoration or resur- mation of the Scottish Rite is so spelled in
rection from death to life. See Egyptian many French Cahiers.
Properly Hoschea,
_

:

;

;

A

—

which Delaunay {Thuileur,

Mysteries.

Oterfnt.

The name of the

assassin at
the west gate in the legend of the third defree, according to some of the high degrees,
have vainly sought the true meaning or

p. 141,) derives

from the Hebrew J^JJ'in, hossheah, deliverance, safety, or, as he says, a saviour.
But
see Hoschea, where another derivation is
suggested.

PAGANIS

PALLADIUM
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P.
Paganis,

Hugo de.

The Latinized

form of the name of Hugh de Payens, the
first Grand Master of the Templars.
See
Payens.

Paganism.

A

general

appellation

religious worship of the whole
human race, except of that portion which
has embraced Christianity, Judaism, or
Mohammedanism. Its interest to the Masonic student arises from the fact that its
principal development was the ancient mythology, in whose traditions and mysteries
are to be found many interesting analogies
for

the

with the Masonic system.
tions of Religion

See Dispensa-

and Mythology.

Paine, Thomas. A

political writer

of eminence during the Eevolutionary
War in America. He greatly injured his
reputation by his attacks on the Christian
religion.
He was not a Mason, but wrote
An JEssay on the Origin of Freemasonry,
with no other knowledge of the Institution
than that derived from the writings of Smith
and Dodd, and the very questionable authority of Prichard's Masonry Dissected. He
sought to trace Freemasonry to the Celtic
Druids. For one so little acquainted with
his subject, he has treated it with considerable ingenuity. Paine was born in England, 1737, and died in New York, in 1809.
Palestine, called also the Holy
Land on account of the sacred character of
the events that have occurred there, is situated on the coast of the Mediterranean,
stretching from Lebanon south to the
borders of Egypt, and from the thirtyfourth to the thirty-ninth degrees of longitude. It was conquered from the Canaanites by the Hebrews under Joshua 1450
years b. c.
They divided it into twelve
•confederate states according to the tribes.
Saul united it into one kingdom, and
David enlarged its territories. In 975 b. c.
kingdoms
it was divided into the two
of Israel and Judea, the latter consisting
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and
the former of the rest of the tribes. About

740 B. C, both kingdoms were subdued by
the Persians and Babylonians, and after
the captivity only the two tribes of Judah
and Benjamin returned to rebuild the
Temple.
With Palestine, or the Holy
Land, the mythical, if not the authentic,
history of Freemasonry has been closely
•connected. There stood, at one time, the
Temple of Solomon, to which some writers
lave traced the origin of the Masonic
Order ; there fought the Crusaders, among
whom other writers have sought, with
equal boldness, to find the cradle of the
Fraternity there certainly the Order of
;

the Templars was instituted, whose subsequent history has been closely mingled
with that of Freemasonry and there oc;

curred nearly all the events of sacred history that, with the places where they were
enacted, have been adopted as important
Masonic symbols.

Palestine, Explorations in. The
an accurate knowledge of
the archaeology of Palestine, gave rise in
1866 to an association, which was permanently organized in London, as the " Palestine Exploration Fund," with the Queen
as the chief patron, and a long list of the
nobility and the most distinguished gentlemen in the kingdom, added to which followed the Grand Lodge of England and
forty-two subordinate and provincial Grand
Lodges and Chapters. Early in the year
1867 the committee began the work of examination, by mining in and about the various points which had been determined
upon by a former survey as essential to a
proper understanding of the ancient city,
which had been covered up by debris from
age to age, so that the present profiles of
the ground, in every direction, were totally
difierent from what they were in the days
of David and Solomon, or even the time
of Christ.
Lieiitenant Charles Warren, E. E., was
sent out with authority to act as circumstances might demand, and as the delicacy
and the importance of the enterprise required. He arrived in Jerusalem February
17th, 1867, and continued his labors in excavating in many parts of the city, with
desire to obtain

interruptions, until 1871, when he returned to England. During his operations,
he kept the society in London constantly
informed of the progress of the work in
which he and his associates were so zealously engaged, in a majority of cases at the
imminent risk of their lives and always
that of their health. The result of these
labors has been a vast accumulation of facts
in relation to the topography of the holy
city which throw much light on its archseA branch of the society has been
ology.

some

established in this country,
in successful operation.

and

it

is still

Palestine, Kniglit of. See Knight
of Palestine.

Palestine,
of.

Knigbt of

See Knight of

St.

John of

St.

Jobn

Palestine.

Palladic Masonry. The title given
Order of the Seven Sages and the
Order of the Palladium. See Palladium,
to the

Order of

the.

Palladium, Order of the. An

androgynous society of Masonic adoption.
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PARIS

PALMER

established, says Eagon, at Paris in 1737.
It made great pretensions to higli antiquity,
claiming that it had its origin in the instructions brought by Pythagoras from
Egypt into Greece, and having fallen into
decay after the decline of the Roman Emperor, it was revived in 1637 by Fenelon,

ArchlDishop of Canbray; all of which is altogether mythical. Fenelon was not born
until 1651.
It was a very moral society,
consisting of two degrees
2.
1. Adelph;
Companion of Ulysses. When a female
took the second degree, she was called a
Companion of Penelope.
Palmer. From the Latin, oatei/is?", a
palm-bearer.
name given in the time of
the Crusades to a pilgrim, who, coming back
from the holy war after having accomplished his vow of pilgrimage, exhibited
upon his return home a branch of palm
bound round his staff in token of it.
Pantacle. The pentalpha of Pythagoras is so called in the symbolism of High
Magic and the Hermetic Philosophy. See
Pentalpha.
:

A

Papwortli Manuscript. A manuscript in the possession of Mr.

devoted his youth to the study and pracmagic and
tice of astrology, alchemy, and
passed many years of his life in travelling
over Europe and' acquiring information in
medicine, of which he proclaimed himself
He was, perhaps, the
to be the monarch.
most distinguished charlatan whoever made
a figure in the world. The followers of his
school were called Paracelsists, and they
continued for more than a century after the
death of their master to influence the
schools of Germany. Much of the Kabbalistic and mystical science of Paracelsus
was incorporated into Hermetic Masonry
by the founders of the high degrees.
degree to
Paracelsus, Sublime.
be found in the manuscript collectiona of
Peuvret.
Parallel liincs. In every wellregulated Lodge there is found a point
within a circle, which circle is imbordered
by two perpendicular parallel lines. These
lines are representatives of St. John the
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, the
two great patrons of Masonry to whom our

A

Lodges are dedicated, and who are

Wyatt have been "perfect

Papworth, of London, who purchased it
from a bookseller of that city in 1860. As
some of the water-marks of the paper on
which it is written bear the initials G. R.,
with a crown as a water-mark, it is evident
that the manuscript cannot be older than
1714, that being the year in which the first
of the Georges ascended the throne. It is
most probably of a still more recent date,
perhaps 1715 or 1716. The Rev. A. F. A.

said to
parallels in Christianity

Masonry." In those English
Lodges which have adopted the "Union
System " established by the Grand Lodge of
England in 1813, and where the dedication
is "to God and his service," the lines
parallel represent Moses and Solomon. As

as well as

a symbol, the parallel lines are not to be
found in the earlier rituals of Masonry.
Although Oliver defines the symbol on the
authority of what he calls the " Old Lectures," I have been unable to find it in any
anterior to Preston, and even he only refers to the parallelism of the two Sts. John.
The fact is, that the symbol of the parallel
lines, with that of the point within a circle,
was first introduced by Dunckerley in the
last quarter of the eighteenth century. See

Woodford has thus described its appearance: "The scroll was written originally
on pages of foolscap size, which were then
joined into a continuous roll, and afterwards, probably for greater convenience,
the pages were again separated by cutting
them, and it now forms a book, containing
twenty-four folios, sewed together in a Dedication.
Paris, Congresses of. Three imlight-brown paper cover. The text is of a
bold character, but written so irregularly portant JVlasonic Congresses have been held
that there are few consecutive pages which in the city of Paris. The first was conhave the same number of lines, the aver- vened by the Rite of Philalethes in 1785,
age being about seventeen to the page.'' that by a concourse of intelligent Masons
The manuscript is not complete, three or of all rites and countries, and by a comfour of the concluding charges being omit- parison of oral and written traditions, light
ted, although some one has written, in a might be educed on the most essential subhand different from that of the text, the jects of Masonic science, and on the nature,
word Finis at the bottom of the last page. origin, and historic application as well as
The manuscript appears to have been simply the actual state of the Institution. Savaa copy, in alittle less antiquated language, of lette de Lauges was elected President. It
some older Constitution. It has been pub- closed after a protracted session of three
lished by Bro. Hughan in his Old Charges months, without producing any practical
result.
The second was called in 1787, as
of the British Freemasons.
Philippus Aureolus a continuation of the former, and closed
Paracelsus.
Theophrastus Bombastus Paracelsus de with precisely the same negative result.
Hohenheim, as he styled himself, was born The third was assembled in 1855, by Prince
in Germany in 1493, and died in 1541. He Murat, for the purpose of efiecting various

PARLIAMENTARY

PASCHALIS

reforms in the Masonic system. At this
Congress, ten propositions, some of them
highly important, were introduced, and
their adoption recommended to the Grand
Lodges of the world. But the influence of
this Congress has not been more successful
than that of its predecessors.

Parliamentary [Law.

Parliamen-

Law, or the Lex Parliamentaria, is that
code originally framed for the government

tary

of the Parliament of Great Britain in the
transaction of its business, and subsequently adopted, with necessary modifications, by the Congress of the United States.
But what was found requisite for the
regulation of public bodies, that order
might be secured and the rights of all be
respected, has been found equally necessary
in private societies. Indeed, no association of men could meet together for the
discussion of any subject, with the slightest
probability of ever coming to a conclusion,
unless its debates were regulated by certain

and acknowledged

rules.

The rules thus adopted for its government arQ called its parliamentary law,
and they are selected from the parliamentary law of the national a-ssembly, because
that code has been instituted by the wisdom of past ages, and modified and perfected by the experience of subsequent
ones, so that it is now universally acknowledged that there is no better system of
government for deliberative societies than
the code which has so long been in operation under the name of parliamentary law.
Not only, then, is a thorough knowledge
of parliamentary law necessary for the
presiding officer of a Masonic body, if he
would discharge the duties of the chair
with credit to himself and comfort to the
members, but he must be possessed of the
additional information as to what parts of
that law are applicable to Masonry, and
what parts are not ; as to where and when
he must refer to it for the decision of a
question, and where and when he must lay
it aside, and rely for his government upon
the organic law and the ancient usages of
the Institution.

Parrot Masons. One who

commits

memory

the questions and answers of
the catechetical lectures, and the formulas
of the ritual, but pays no attention to the
history and philosophy of the Institution,
is commonly called a Parrot Mason, because he is supposed to repeat what he has
learned without any conception of its true
meaning.
In former times, such superficial Masons were held by many in high
repute, because of the facility with which
they passed through the ceremonies of a
reception, and they were generally designated as " Bright Masons." But the proto

3V
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Masonry as a science now requires
something more than a mere knowledge
of the lectures to constitute a Masonie
gress of

scholar.

Parsees.

The descendants of the

ori-

ginal fire-worshippers of Persia, or the disciples of Zoroaster, who emigrated to India
about the end of the eighth century. There
they now constitute a body very little short
of a million of industrious and moral citizens, adhering with great tenacity to the
principles and practices of their ancient religion.
Many of the higher classes have
become worthy members of the Masonic
fraternity, and it was for their sake principally that Dr. Burnes attempted some
years ago to institute his new Order, entitled the Brotherhood of the Olive-Branch,
as a substitute for the Christian degrees of
Knighthood, from which, by reason of their
religion, they were excluded.
Particular Liodges. In the Eegulations of 1721, it is said that the Grand
Lodge consists of the representatives of all
the particular Lodges on record. In the
modern Constitutions of England, the term
used is private Lodges. In America, they
are called subordinate Lodges.
Parts. In the old obligations, which
may be still used in some portions of the
country, there was a provision which forbade the revelation of any of the arts, parts,
Oliver explains the
or points of Masonry.
meaning of the word parts by telling us
"
an old word for degrees or
that it was

See Points.
In the French system, the
immediately preceding a Masonic

lectures."

Parvis.
room
Lodge

It is equivalent to the
is so called.
Preparation Room of the American and
English systems.
Pasctaal Feast. Celebrated by the
Jews in commemoration of the Passover,
by the Christians in commemoration of the
The Paschal
resurrection of our Lord.
Feast, called also the Mystic Banquet, is kept
by all Princes of the Rose Croix. Where
two are together on Maundy Thursday, it is
of obligation that they should partake of a
portion of roasted lamb. This banquet is
symbolic of the doctrine of the resurrection.
Pasclialis, Martinez. The founder
of a new Rite or modification of Masonry,
called by him the Rite of Elected Cohens or
It was divided into two classes, in
Priests.
the first of which was represented the fall
of man from virtue and happiness, and in
the second, his final restoration. It con1. Apprensisted of nine degrees, namely
2. Fellow Craft
3. Master
4. Grand
tice
Elect
5. Apprentice Cohen
6. Fellow
:

;

;

;

;

;

7. Master Cohen
8. Grand
Craft Cohen
Architect; 9. Knight Commander. Paschalis first introduced this Rite into some.
;

;

PAST

PASCHAL
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Past. An epithet applied in Masonry
of the Lodges of Marseilles, Toulouse, and
Bordeaux, and afterwards, in 1767, he ex- to an officer who has held an office fur the
tended it to Paris, where, for a short time, prescribed period for which he was elected,
Thus, a Past Master
it was rather popular, ranking some of the and has then retired.
It is one who has presided for twelve months
Parisian literati among its disciples.
over a Lodge, and the Past High Priest
has now ceased to exist.
Pasehalis was a German, born about the one who, for the same period, has presided
year 1700, of poor but respectable parentage. over a Chapter. The French use the word
At the age of sixteen he acquired a knowl- passe in the same sense, but they have also
edge of Greek and Latin. He then trav- the word ancien, with a similar meaning.
elled through Turkey, Arabia, and Palestine, Thus, while they would employ Maitre
where he made himself acquainted with the pass6 to designate the degree of Past MasKabbalistic learning of the Jews. He sub- ter, they would call the official Past Master,
sequently repaired to Paris, where he es- who had retired from the chair at the expiration of his term of service, an Ancien
tablished his Bite.
Valuable, or Ancien Maitre.
Pasehalis was the Master of St. Martin,
Past Master. An honorary degree
who afterwards reformed his Rite. After
living for some years at Paris, he went to conferred on the blaster of a Lodge at his
In this degree the
installation into office.
St. Domingo, where he died in 1779.
Thory, in his Histoire de la Foncl<iiion du necessary instructions are conferred reGrand Orient de France, (pp. 239-253,) has specting the various ceremonies of the
given very fiill details of this Rite and of Order, such as installations, processions,
the laying of corner-stones, etc.
its receptions.
When a brother, who has never before
Pascbal IJAmb. See Lamb, Paschal.
Pas perdus. The French call the presided, has been elected the Master of
room appropriated to visitors the Salle des a Lodge, an emergent Lodge of Past Maspas perdus. It is the same as the Tiler's ters, consisting of not less than three, is
Room in the English and American Lodges. convened, and all but Past IMasters retirPassages of tbe Jordan, bee ing, the degree is conferred upon the newly
elected officer.
Fords of the Jordan.
Some form of ceremony at the installaPassed. A candidate, on receiving
the second degree, is said to be '' passed as tion of a new Master seems to have been
a Fellow Craft." It alludes to his having adopted at an early period after the repassed through the porch to the middle vival. In the "manner of constituting a
chamber of the Temple, the place in which new Lodge," as practised by the Duke of
Fellow Crafts received their wages. In Wharton, who was Grand Master in 1723,
this country " crafted" is often improperly the language used by the Grand Master
when placing the candidate in the chair is
used in its stead.
Passine of Conyng. That is, si«r- given, and he is said to use " some other
passing in skill. The expression occurs in expressions that are proper and usual on
the Cooke MS., (line 676,) "The forsayde that occasion, but not proper to be written."
Maister Euglet ordeynet thei were passing Whence we conclude that there was an esoof conyng schold be passing honoured;" teric ceremony. Often the rituals tell us
i. e., The aforesaid Master, Euclid, ordained
that this ceremony consisted only in the
that they that were surpassing in skill outgoing Master communicating certain
should be exceedingly honored. It is a modes of recognition to his successor. And
fundamental principle of Masonry to pay this actually, even at this day, constitutes
all honor to knowledge.
the essential ingredient of the Past Mas-

Password.

A

word intended, like
military countersign, to prove the
friendly nature of him who gives it, and is
a test of his right to pass or be admitted
into a certain place. Between a Word and
a Password there seems to me to be this
difference the former is given for instruction, as it always contains a symbolic
meaning the latter, for recognition only.
Thus, the author of the life of the celebrated Elias Ashmole says, " Freemasons are
known to one another all over the world by
certain passwords known to them alone;
they have Lodges in different countries,
where they are relieved by the brotherhood
if they are in distress."
See Sign.
the

:

;

ter's degree.

The degree

is

also conferred in

Royal

succeeds the Mark
Master's degree. The conferring of this
degree, which has no historical connection
with the rest of the degrees, in a Chapter,
arises from the following circumstance.
Originally, when Chaptejs of Royal Arch
Masonry were under the government of
Lodges in which the degree was then always conferred, it was a part of the regulations that no one could receive the Royal
Arch degree unless he had previously presided in tbe Lodge as Master. When the
Chapters became independent, the regulation could not be abolished, for that would

Arch Chapters, wherg

it

PASTOPHORI
have been an innovation

;

the

PATRIARCHAL
difficulty-

has, therefore, been obviated, by making
every candidate for the degree of Eoyai
Arch a Past Master before his exaltation.

Some

extraneous ceremonies, by no
creditable to their inventor, were
at an early period introduced into this
country.
In 1856, the General Grand
Chapter, by a unanimous vote, ordered these
ceremonies to be discontinued, and the
simpler mode of investiture to be used but
the order has only been partially obeyed,

means

;

and many Chapters

still continue what one
can scarcely help calling the indecorous
form of initiation into the degree.
For several years past the question has
been agitated in some of the Grand Lodges
of the United States, whether this degree
is within the jurisdiction of Symbolic or of
Royal Arch Masonry. The explanation of

introduction into Chapters, just given,
manifestly demonstrates that the jurisdiction over it by Chapters is altogether an
assumed one. The Past Master of a Chapter is only a quasi Past Master; the true
and legitimate Past Master is the one who
has presided over a symbolic Lodge.
Past Masters are admitted to membership
in many Grand Lodges, and by some the
inherent right has been claimed to sit in
those bodies. But the most eminent Masonic authorities have made a contrary decision, and the general, and, indeed, almost
universal opinion now is that Past Masters
obtain their seats in Grand Lodges by
courtesy, and in consequence of local regulations, and not by inherent right.
The jewel of a Past Master in the United
States is a pair of compasses extended to
sixty degrees on the fourth part of a circle,
with a sun in the centre. In England it
was formerly the square on a quadrant, but
is at present the square with the fortyseventh problem of Euclid engraved on
a silver plate suspended within it.
The French have two titles to express
this degree.
They apply Maltre passe to
the Past Master of the English and American system, and they call in their own
system one who has formerly presided over
a Lodge an Ancien Maitre. The indiscriminate use of these titles sometimes leads to
confusion in the translation of their rituals
its

•

and
ers.

Pastos. (Greek, TTacrrof, a coMcA.) The
pastos was a chest or close cell, in the
Pagan mysteries, (among tne Druids, an
excavated stone,) in which the aspirant
was for some time placed, to commemorate
the mystical death of the god. This constituted the symbolic death which was
common to all the mysteries. In the Arkite rites, the pastos represented the ark in
which Noah was confined. It is represented
among Masonic symbols by the coffin.
Patents. Diplomas or certificates of
the higher degrees in the Scottish Eite are
called Patents. The term is also sometimes
applied to commissions granted for the exercise of high Masonic authority. Lifercepatentes or apertm, that is, letters patent or open
letters, was a term used in the Middle Ages
in contradistinction to Uteres clausas, or closed
letters, to designate those documents which

were spread out on the whole length of the
parchment, and sealed with the public seal
of the sovereign while the secret or private seal only was attached to the closed
patents. The former were sealed with green
wax, the latter with white. There was also
a difference in their heading letters patent
were directed " universis tum prsesentibus
quam futuris," i. e., to all presentor to come;
while closed letters were directed " univer;

;

praesentibus literas inspecturis," i. e., to
who shall inspect these letters.
Masonic diplomas are therefore properly
called letters patent, or, more briefly, patents.
Patience. In the ritual of the third
degree according to the American Eite, it
is said that " time, patience, and perseverance will enable us to accomplish all things,
and perhaps at last to find the true Master's
Word." The idea is similar to one expressed by the Hermetic philosophers. Thus
Pernetty tells us (Diet. Mythol. Herm.) that
the alchemists said " The work of the philosopher's stone is a work of patience, on
account of the length of time and of labor
that is required to conduct it to perfection
and Geber says that many adepts have
abandoned it in weariness, and others, wishing to precipitate it, have never succeeded."
With the alchemists, in their esoteric teaching, the philosopher's stone had the same
symbolism as the
has in Freesis

all present

:

;

WOED

masonry.

Patriarcbal Masonry. The

treatises.

Pastophorl.

Couch or shrine bear- ory of Dr. Oliver on

The company of Pastophori

consti-

tuted a sacred college of priests in Egypt,
whose duty it was to carry in processions
the image of the god. Their chief, according to Apuleius, {Met. xi.,) was called a
Scribe.
Besides acting as mendicants in
soliciting charitable donations from the
populace, they took an important part in
the mysteries.
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the-

this subject has, I

He does not
maintain, as has been falsely supposed, that
the Freemasonry of the present day is but
a continuation of that which was practised
by the patriarchs, but simply that, in the
simplicity of the patriarchal worship, unthink, been misinterpreted.

incumbered

we may find

as

it

was with dogmatic creeds,

the true model after which the
religious system of Speculative Masonry

PATKIARCH

PEACE

Thus he
constructed.
does it (Freemasonry) exclude a survey of the patriarchal moae of devotion,
which indeed forms the primitive model
of Freemasonry. The events that occurred
in these ages of simplicity of manners and
purity of faith, when it pleased God to
communicate with his favored creatures,
necessarily, therefore, form subjects of interesting illustration in our Lodges, and
constitute legitimate topics on which the
Master in the chair may expatiate and exemplify, for the edification of the brethren
and their improvement in morality and the
love and fear of God."
[Hist. Landm., i.
I see here no attempt to trace a his207.)
torical connection, but simply to claim an
identity of purpose and character in the
two religious systems, the Patriarchal and
the Masonic.
Patriarch, Orand. The twentieth
degree of the Council of Emperors of the
East and West. The same as the twentieth
degree, or Noachite, of the Ancient and

profession of which he was appointed the
patron. Thus St. Crispin, because he was
a shoemaker, is the patron saint of the
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has

been

"Nor

"gentle craft," and St. Dunstan,

Paul, Confraternity of Saint.
In the time of the Emperor Charles V.
there was a secret community at Trnpani,
in Sicily, which called itself io Coii/raternitd di San Paolo.
These people, when
assembled, passed sentence on their fellowcitizens; and if any one was condemned,

and putting him to death
was allotted to one of the members, which
office he was obliged, without murmuring,
the waylaying

to execute, [Stolberg's IVavels, vol. iii., p.
In the travels of Brocquire to and
472.)
from Palestine in 1432, (p. 328,) an instance is given of the power of the association over its members.
In the German

romance of Hermann of Unna, of which
there are an English and French translation, this tribunal plays an important part.
I. This emperor of Russia was
induced by the machinations of the Jesuits,
whom he had recalled from banishment, to
prohibit in his domains all secret societies, and especially the Freemasons.
This
prohibition lasted from 1797 to 1803, wlien
it was repealed by his successor.
Paul had
always expressed himself an enthusiastic
admirer of the Knights of Malta; in 1797,
had assumed the title of Protector of the
Order, and in 1798 accepted the Grand
Mastership. This is another evidence, if
one was needed, that there was no svmpa-

Accepted Rite.

Patriarch of the Crnsades. One
of the names formerly given to the degree of Grand Scottish Knight of St. Andrew, the twenty-ninth of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite. The legend of
that degree connects it with the Crusades,
and hence the name; which, however, is
never used oflicially, and is retained by regular Supreme Councils only as a synonym.

Paul

Patriarch of the Orand liumlnary. A degree contained in the nomenclature of

who was

a blacksmith, is the patron of blacksmiths.
The reason why the two Saints John were
selected as the patron saints of Freemasonry will be seen under the head oi Dedication of Lodges.

Le Eage.

Patron.

In the year 1812, the Prince
of Wales, becoming Regent of the kingdom, was constrained by reasons of state
to resign the Grand Mastership of Eng- thy between the Order of Malta and the
land, but immediately afterwards accepted Freemasons.
the title of Grand Patron of the Order in
PaTcnient, Mosaic. See Mosaic
England, and this was the first time that Pavement.
the title was oflScially recognized. George
de. In Latin,
IV. held it during his life, and on his Hugo de Paganis. The founder and the

Payens,

death, William IV., in 1830, officially accepted the title of " Patron of the United
Grand Lodge." On the accession of Victoria, the title fell into abeyance, because it
was understood that it could only be assumed by a sovereign who was a member
of the Craft. The office is not known in
other countries.

first

Hugh

Grand Master of the Order of Knights

Templars.

He

was born at Troyes, in the
Having, with eight
others, established the Order at Jerusalem,
in 1118 he visited Europe, where, through his

kingdom of Naples.

representations, its reputation and wealth
and the number of its followers were greatly
increased. In 1129 he returned to JerusaPatrons of Masonry. St. John lem, where he was received with great disthe Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. tinction, but shortly afterwards
died, and
At an early period we find that the Chris- was succeeded in the Grand Mastership by
tian church adopted the usage of selecting Robert de Craon,
surnamed the Burgunaian.
for every trade and occupation its own
P. D. E. P. Letters placed on the
patron saint, who is supposed to have taken ring of profession of the Order
of the Temit under his especial charge.
And the se- ple, being the initials of the Latin senlection was generally made in reference to tence. Pro Deo et Patria,
i. e., For God and
some circumstance in the life of the saint, my country.
which traditionally connected him with the
Peace. The spirit of Freemasonry is
.

|

PECTORAL

PELICAN

antagonistic to war.
Its tendency is to
unite all men in one brotherhood, whose
ties must necessarily be weakened by all

and hence sometimes used in ecclesiology

dissension. Hence, as Brother Albert Pike
says, " Masonry is the great peace society
of the world. Wherever it exists, it struggles to prevent international difficulties
and disputes, and to bind republics, king-

doms, and empires together in one great
band of peace and amity."
Pectoral._ Belonging to the breast;
from the Latin pectus, the breast. The
heart has always been considered the seat
of fortitude and courage, and hence by this
word is suggested to the Mason certain
symbolic instructions in relation to the
virtue of fortitude. In the earliest lectures
of the last century it was called one of the
" principal signs," and had this hieroglyphic, X ; but in the modern rituals the
hieroglyphic has become obsolete, and the
word is appropriated to one of the perfect
points of entrance.

Pectoral of the

Sigb

Priest.

The

breastplate worn by the high priest of
the Jews was so called from pectus, the breast,

upon which

See Breastplate.
Belonging to the feet, ftora
the Latin pedes, the feet. The just man is
he who, firmly planting his feet on the
principles of right, is as immovable as a
rock, and can be thrust from his upright
position neither by the allurements of
flattery, nor the frowns of arbitrary power.
And hence by this word is suggested to the
Mason certain symbolic instructions in reLike " Peclation to the virtue of justice.
it rested.

Pedal.

word was assigned, in the oldest
the principal signs of a Mason,
having < for its hieroglyphic but in the
modern lectures it is one of the perfect
points of entrance, and the hieroglyphic is
no longer used.
Pedestal. The pedestal is the lowest
part or base of a column on which the
shaft is placed.
In a Lodge, there are supposed to be three columns, the column of
Wisdom in the east, the column of Strength
in the west, and the column of Beauty
in the south. These columns are not generally erected in the Lodge, but their pedestal always are, and at each pedestal sits
one of the three superior officers of the
Lodge. Hence we often hear such expressions as these, advancing to the pedestal, or

toral,". this
rituals, to

;

standing before the pedestal, to signify advancing to or standing before the seat of
the Worshipfiil Master.
The custom in
some Lodges of placing tables or desks before the three principal officers is, of course,
incorrect.
They should, for the reason
above assigned, be representations of the
pedestals of columns, and should be painted
to represent marble or stone.

Pedum.
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Literally, a shepherd's crook,

for the bishop's crozier. In thestatutes of the
Order of the Temple at Paris, it is prescribed
that the Grand Master shall carry a "pedum

magistrale sen patriarchale." But the better
word for the staff of the Grand Master of
the Templars is ba/yuhis, which see.
Pelasgian Religion. The Pelasgians were the oldest, if not the aboriginal,
inhabitants of Greece. Their religion differed from that of the Hellenes, who succeeded them, in being less poetical, less
mythical, and more abstract. We know
little of their religious worship except by
conjecture; but we may suppose it resembled in some respects the doctrines of
what Dr. Oliver calfc the Primitive Freemasonry. Creuzer thinks that the Pelasgians were either a nation of priests or a
nation ruled by priests.
Peleg. i^s. Division. AsonofEber.
In his day the world was divided.
sigIn the
nificant word in the high degrees.
Noachite, or twentieth degree of the Scottish Eite, there is a singular legend of Peleg,
which of course is altogether mythical, in
which he is represented as the architect of
the Tower of Babel.
Pelican. The pelican feeding her
young with her blood is a prominent symbol
of the eighteenth or Bose Croix degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite,
and was adopted as such from the fact that
the pelican, in ancient Christian art, was
considered as an emblem of the Saviour.
Now this symbolism of the pelican, as a
representative of the Saviour, is almost
universally supposed to be derived from the
common belief that the pelican feeds her
young with her blood, as the Saviour shed
his blood for mankind ; and hence the bird
is always represented as sitting on her nest,
and surrounded by her brood of young ones,
who are dipping their bills into a wound in
their mother's breast. But this is not the
exact idea of the symbolism, which really
refers to the resurrection, and is, in this
point of view, more applicable to our Lord,
as well as to the Masonic degree of which
the resurrection is a doctrine.
In an ancient Bestiarium, or Natural
History, in the Eoyal Library- at Brussels,
cited by Larwood and Hotten in a recent
work on The History of Sign- Boards, this
statement is made: "The pelican is very
fond of his young ones, and when they are
born and begin to grow, they rebel in their
nest against their parent, and strike him
with their wings, flying about him, and
beat him so much till they wound him in
his eyes.
Then the father strikes and kills
them. And the mother is of such a nature
that she comes back to the nest on the third

A

;

:
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But I think the true theory of the peliand sits down upon her dead young
to
and opens her side with her bill and can is, that by restoring her young ones
the resurpours her blood over them, and so resusci- life by her blood, she symbolizes
The old symbologists said, after
for the young ones, rection.
tates them from death
the male pelican, who dethat
Jerome,
soon
blood
as
the
instinct,
receive
their
by
represents the serpent, or
young,
his
stroyed
it."
drink
and
mother,
of
the
comes
out
as it
into
The Ortus Vocabiilomm, compiled early evil principle, which brought death
day,

ones,

;

in the fifteenth century, gives the fable
more briefly: "It is said, if it be true, that
the pelican kills its young, and grieves for
them for three days. Then she wounds
herself, and with the aspersione of her blood
And the writer
resuscitates her children."
cites, in explanation, the verses,
" Ut pelicanus
Sie Sanoti

fit

matris sanguine sanus,

sumus nos omnes sanguine

nati."

i. e., " As the Pelican is restored by the blood
of its mother, so are we all born by the blood of
the Holy One," that is, of Christ.

story, as an
illustration of the destruction of man by the
old serpent, and his salvation by the blood
of Christ. And Shelton, in an old work entitled the Armorie of Birds, expresses the
same sentiment in the following words
St.

Jerome gives the same

"Then

said the pelican.

When my

birds be slain.
I them revive
Scripture doth record

With my blood

The same

And rose

did our Lord,

from death to me."

This romantic story was religiously believed as a fact of natural history in the

the world ; while the mother, who resuscitates them, is the representative of tbat
Son of Man of whom it is declared, " except ye drink of his blood, ye have no life
in you."

And hence

the pelican

is

very appropri-

assumed as a symbol in Masonry,
whose great object is to teach by symbolism the doctrine of the resurrection, and
ately

especially in that sublime degree of the
Scottish Kite wherein, the old Temple being destroyed and the old Word being lost,
a new temple and a new word spring forth
all of which is but the great allegory of
the destruction by death and the resurrec-

—

tion to eternal

life.

Marquis of. One of
the pseudonyms assumed by Josfph BalPellegrini,

samo, better known as Count Cagliostro.

Peual Sigu.

That which

refers to a

penalty.

Penalty.

The

adversaries of Free-

masonry have found, or rather invented,
abundant reasons for denouncing the Institution; but on nothing have they more
strenuously and fondly lingered than on
the accusation tbat it makes, by horrid and
impious ceremonies, all its membera the

the church.
Hence the willing or unwilling executioners of those
pelicau was very naturally adopted as a who prove recreant to their vows and viosymbol of the resurrection and, by conse- late the laws which they are stringently
quence, of him whose resurrection is, as bound to observe. Even a few timid and
Oruden terms it, "the cause, pattern, and uninstructed Masons have been found who
argument of ours."
were disposed to believe that there was
But in the course of time the original some weight in this objection. The fate of
legend was, to some extent, corrupted, and Morgan, apocryphal as it undoubtedly was,
a simpler one was adopted, namely, that has been quoted as an instance of Masonic
the pelican fed her young with her own punishment inflicted by tlie regulations of
blood merely as a means of sustenance, and the Order; and, notwithstanding the solemn
the act of maternal love was then referred asseverations of the most intelligent Mato Christ as shedding his blood for the sins
sons to the contrary, men have been found,
of the world. In this view of the symbol- and still are to be found, who seriously enism, Pugin has said that the pelican is tertain the opinion that every member of
"an emblem of our Blessed Lord shedding the Fraternity becomes, by the ceremonies
his blood for mankind, and therefore a of his initiation and by the nature of the
most appropriate symbol to be introduced vows which he has taken, an active Nemeon all vessels or ornaments connected with sis of the Order, bound by some unholy
the Blessed Sacrament." And in the An- promise to avenge the Institution upon
tiguUies of Durham Abbey, we learn that any treacherous or unfaithful brother. All
"over the high altar of Durham Abbey of this arises from a total misapprehension,
hung a rich and most sumptuous canopy in the minds of those who are thus led
for the Blessed Sacrament to hang within astray, of the true character and design of
it, whereon stood a pelican, all of silver,
vows or oaths which are accompanied by
upon the height of the said canopy, very an imprecation. It is well, therefore, for
finely gilt, giving her blood to her young the information both of our adversaries
ones, in token that Christ gave his blood who may thus be deprived of any further
for the sins of the world."
excuse for slander, ana of our friends
who
earliest ages of

—

—
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will be relieved of any continued burden
on their consciences, that we should show

was accompanied by a sacrifice, or upon
some other sacred thing. In the military

that, however solemn may
of secrecy, of obedience,

oath, for instance, the soldiers placed their
hands upon the signa, or standards.
The obsecration, with an accompanying
form of solemnity, was indeed essential to
the oath among the ancients, because the

be the promises

and of charity
which are required from our initiates, and
however they may be guarded by the sanctions of punishment upon their offenders,
they never were intended to impose upon
any brother the painful and
so far as the

—

—

laws of the country are concerned
the
illegal task of vindicating the outrage committed by the violator. The only Masonic
penalty inflicted by the Order upon a
traitor, is the scorn and detestation of the
Craft whom he has sought to betray.
But that this subject may be thoroughly
understood, it is necessary that some consideration should be given to oaths generally, and to the character of the imprecations by which they are accompanied.
The obsecration, or imprecation, is that
part of every oath which constitutes its
sanction, and which consists in calling
some superior power to witness the declaration or promise made, and invoking his
protection for or anger against the person
inaking it, according as the said declaration
or promise is observed or violated. This
obsecration has, from the earliest times,
constituted a part of the oath
and an
important part, too
among every people,
varying, of course, according to the varieties of religious beliefs and modes of adoration.
Thus, among the Jews, we find such
obsecrations as these Co yagnasheh li Elohim, "So may God do to me." A very
common obsecration among the Greeks
was, isto Zem or theon marUvromai, " May
Jove stand by me," or " I call God to wit-

—

—

:

And the Romans, among an abundance of other obsecrations, often said, dii
me perdant, "May the gods destroy me," or
ne vivam, " May I die."
These modes of obsecration were accompanied, to make them more solemn and
sacred, by certain symbolic forms. Thus the
Jews caused the person who swore to hold
up his right hand towards heaven, by which
action he was supposed to signify that he
appealed to God to witness the truth of
what he had averred or the sincerity of his
intention to fulfil the promise that he had
made.
So Abraham said to the king of
Sodom, " I have lift up my hand unto the
Lord,
that I will not take anything
that is thine." Sometimes, in taking an
oath of fealty, the inferior placed his hand
under the thigh of his lord, as in the case
ness."

.

.

.

of Eliezer and Abraham, related in the
Among the
24th chapter of Genesis.
Greeks and Romans, the person swearing
placed his hands, or sometimes only the
right hand, upon the altar, or upon the
victims when, as was not unusual, the oath
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crime of perjury was not generally looked

upon by them
is

in the

same

light in

viewed by the moderns.

which

It was,

true, considered as a heinous crime,

Crime not so

it

it
is

but a

much against society as against

the gods, and its punishment was supposed
to be left to the deity whose sanctity had
been violated by the adjuration of his name
to a false oath or broken vow.
Hence,
Cicero says that "death was the divine
punishment of perjury, but only dishonor
was its human penalty." And therefore
the crime of giving false testimony under
oath was not punished in any higher degree than it would have been had it been
given without the solemnity of an oath.
Swearing was entirely a matter of conscience, and the person who was guilty of
false swearing, where his testimony did not
affect the rights or interests of others, was
considered as responsible to the deity alone
for his perjury.

The explicit invocation of God as a witness to the truth of the thing said, or, in
promissory oaths, to the faithful observance
of the act promised, the obsecration of divine punishment upon the jurator if what
he swore to be true should prove to be false,
or if the vow made should be thereafter
violated, and the solemn form of lifting up
the hand to heaven or placing it upon the
altar or the sacred victims, must necessarily
have given confidence to the truth of the
attestation, and must have been required
by the hearers as some sort of safeguard
or security for the confidence they were
called upon to exercise.
This seems to
have been the true reason for the ancient
practice of solemn obsecration in the ad-

ministration of oaths.

Among modern nations, the practice has
been continued, and from the ancient usage
of invoking the names of the gods and of
placing the hands of the person swearing
upon their altars, we derive the present
method of sanctifying every oath by the
attestation contained in the phrase " So
help me God," and the concluding form of
kissing the Holy Scriptures.

And now

the question naturally occurs

as to what is the true intent of this obsecration, and what practical operation is expected to result from it. In other words,
what is the nature of a penalty attached to
an oath, and how is it to be enforced ?
When the ancient Roman, in attesting with
the solemnity of an oath to the truth of
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what he had

just said or was about to say,
concluded with the formula, "May the
gods destroy me," it is evident that he
simply meant to say that he was so convinced of the truth of what he had said
that he was entirely willing that his destruction by the gods whom he had invoked
should be the condition consec[uent upon
his falsehood. He had no notion that he
was to become outlawed among his fellowcreatures, and that it should be not only the
right, but the duty, of any man to destroy
him.
His crime would have been one
against the divine law, and subject only to
a divine punishment.
In modern times, perjury is made a pe-

nal offence against

punishment is

human laws, and its
by human tribunals.

inflicted

But here the punishment of the crime
entirely different from that inferred

is

by the

obsecration which terminates the oath.
The words " So help me God," refer exclusively to the withdrawal of divine aid
and assistance from the jurator in the case
of his proving false, and not to the human
punishment which society would inflict.
In like manner, we may say of what are
called Masonic penalties, that they refer in
no case to any kind of human punishment;
that is to say, to any kind of punishment
which is to be inflicted by human hand or
instrumentality. The true punishments of
Masonry affect neither life nor limb. They
are expulsion and suspension only. But
those persons are wrong, be they mistaken
friends or malignant enemies, who suppose
or assert that there is any other sort of
penalty which a Mason recreant to his
vows is subjected to by the laws of the
Order, or that it is either the right or duty
of any Mason to inflict such penalty on an
offending brother. The obsecration of a
Mason simply means that if he violates his
vows or betrays his trust he is worthy of
such penalty, and that if such penalty were
inflicted on him it would be but just and
" May I die," said the ancient,
proper.
"if this be not true, or if I keep not this
vow." Not may any man put me to death,
nor is any man required to put me to death,
but only, if I so act, then would I be
worthy of death. The ritual penalties of
Masonry, supposing such to be, are in the
hands not of man, but of God, and are to

be

inflicted

Pencil.

by God, and not by man.

In the English system this is
one of the working-tools of a Master Mason, and is intended svmbolically to remind us that our wor^s and actions are
observed and recorded by the Almighty
Architect, to whom we must give an account of our conduct through life. In the
American system the pencil is not specifically recognized. The other English work-

ing-tools of a Master

Mason

are the skirrit

and compasses.
In the French Kite " to hold the pencil,"
tena- le crayon, is to discharge the functions

of a secretary during the communication
of a Lodge.
Penitential Sign. Called also the
Supplicatory Sign. It is the third sign in
the English Royal Arch system. It denotes that frame of heart and mind without
which our prayers and oblations will not
obtain acceptance in other words, it is a
symbol of humility.
;

Penns3[lTanla.

The

first

Lodge

in

Pennsylvania was established in Philadelphia in 1734, by a Warrant from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and
of this Lodge Benjamin Franklin was the
first Master.
A second was established in
1758, by the Athol Grand Lodge of England, which also granted a Warrant for a
Provincial Grand Lodge in 1766, under the
Provincial Grand Mastership of William
Ball.
This Grand Lodge continued in
operation until the commencement of the
Eevolutionary War, when it was temporarily
suspended, but was revived in 1779. On
September 26, 1786, the Provincial Grand
Lodge was abolished, and the present
Grand Lodge organized by the delegates
of thirteen Lodges in a Convention held at
Philadelphia.

The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania was
established in 1796, being the first Grand
Chapter instituted in the United States,
and two years before the organization or
the Grand Chapter of the six New England
States, which afterwards became the General

Grand Chapter.

The Grand Chapter

was at first only an integral part of the
Grand Lodge, but in 1824 it became an
independent body, except so

far

as that

members of the Grand Lodge, who were
Royal Arch Masons, were declared to be
members of the Grand Chapter.
The Royal and Select degrees were formerly conferred in Pennsylvania by the
Chapters, but on October 16, 1847, a Grand
Council was organized.

A

Grand Encampment, independent of
Grand Encampment of the
United States, was organizea on February
On April 14, 1854, a Grand
16, 1814.
Commandery was organized under the authority of the Grand Encampment of the
United States, and in February, 1857, both
the General

of these bodies united to form the present
Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania Work. The method
of Entering, Passing, and Raising candidates in the Lodges of Pennsylvania differs so materially from that practised in the
other States of the Union, that it cannot be
considered as a part of the American Rite

"

"

PENNY

PENTALPHA

as first taught by Webb, but rather as an
independent, Pennsylvania modification of
the Yorls: Rite of England. Indeed, the
Pennsjlvania system of work much more
resembles the English than the American.
Its ritual is simple and didactic, like the
former, and is almost entirely without the
impressive dramatization of the latter. Bro.
Vaux, a Past Grand Master of Pennsylvania, thus speaks of the Masonic work of
his State with pardonable, although not

cation of the parable, where the " penny
is, as has already been said, only a symbol,
meaning any reward or compensation.
geometrical figure of
Pentagon.
five sides and five angles.
It is the third
figure from the exterior, in the camp of the
Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, or
thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite.
In the Egyptian Rite of Cagliostro, he
constructed, with much formality, an implement called the " sacred pentagon," and
which, being dfstributed to his disciples,
gave, as he afiSrmed, to each one the power
of holding spiritual intercourse.

with impartial, commendations:
Pennsylvania work is sublime from

"The
its

sim-
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A

That it is the ancient work is
best shown conclusively, however, from
Pentagram. From the Greek ^ewfe,
In the science
this single fact, it is so simple, so free from five, and gramma, a letter.
those displays of modern inventions to at- of magic the pentalpha is called the holy
Eliphas Levi
tract the attention, without enlightening, and mysterious pentagram.
improving, or cultivating the mind. In says (Dog. et Riiuel de la Saute Magie, ii.
this work every word has its significance. 55,) that the pentagram is the star of the
it is the sign of the word made
Its types and symbols are but the language Magians
in which truth is conveyed. These are to flesh and according to the direction of its
be studied to be understood. In the spoken rays, that is, as it points upwards with one
language no synonyms are permitted. In point or with two, it represents the good or
the ceremonial no innovations are toler- the evil principle, order or disorder; the
In the ritual no modern verbiage blessed lamb of Ormuzd and of St. John,
ated.
or the accursed god of Mendes initiation
is allowed.
Penny. In the parable read in the or profanation; Lucifer or Vesper; the
Mark degree a penny is the amount given morning or the evening star; Mary or
plicity.

;

;

;

to each of the laborers in the vineyard for
Hence, in the ritual, a
his day's labor.
penny a day is said to be the wages of a
Mark Master. In several passages of the
authorized version of the New Testament,
penny occurs as a translation of the Greek,
6r]vapiov, which was intended as the equivalent of the Roman denarius. This was the

chief silver coin of the Romans from the
beginning of the coinage of the city to the
early part of the third century. Indeed,
the name continued to be employed in the
coinage of the continental States, who
imitated that of the Byzantine empire, and
was adopted by the Anglo-Saxons. The
specific value of each of so many coins,
going under the same name, cannot be ascertained with any precision. In its Masonic use, the penny is simply a symbol of
the reward of faithful labor. The sniallness of the sum, whatever may have been
its exact value, to our modern impressions
is apt to give a false idea of the liberality
of the owner. Dr. Lightfoot, in his essay
on a Fresh .Revision of the New Testament,
remarks " It is unnecessary to ask what
impression the mention of this sum will
leave on the minds of an uneducated peasant or shopkeeper of the present day.
Even at the time when our version was
made, and when wages were lower, it must
have seemed wliolly inadequate." However improper the translation is, it can
have no importance in the Masonic appli:

3W

Lilith

;

victory or death

;

light or darkness.

See Pentalpha.

Pentalpba. The

triple triangle, or

the pentalpha of Pythagoras, is so called
from the Greek wevTe,pente, five, and a?jpa,
alpha, the letter A, because in its configuration it presents the form
of that letter in five difierent
positions.
It was a doctrine of
Pythagoras, that all things proceeded from numbers, and the
number five, as being formed by the union
of the first odd and the first even, was deemed
of peculiar value; and hence Cornelius
Agrippa says [Philos. Occult.) of this figure,
that,
by virtue of the number five, it has
great command over evil spirits because of
its five double triangles and its five acute
angles within and its five obtuse angles
without, so that this interior pentangle
contains in it many great mysteries." The
disciples of Pythagoras, who were indeed
its real inventors, placed within each of its
interior angles one of the letters of the
Greek word TrBIA, or the Latin one
SALUS, both of which signiiy health; and
thus it was made the talisman of health.
They placed it at the beginning of their
epistles as a greeting to invoke a secure
health to their correspondent. But its use
was not confined to the disciples of Pythagoras.
As a talisman, it was employed all
over the East as a charm to resist evil
spirits.
Mon6 says that it has been found

;
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in Egypt on the statue of the god Anubis.
Lord Brougham says, in his Maly, that it
was used by Antiochus Epiphanes, and a
writer in Notes and Queries (3 Sen, ix., 511,)
says that he has found it on the coins of
Lysimmachus. On old British and Gaulish coins it is often seen beneath the feet
of the sacred aud mythical horse, which
was the ensign of the ancient Saxons. The
Druids wore it on their sandals as a symbol of Deity, and hence the Grermans call
the figure " Druttenfuss," 9. word originally
signifying Driiid^s foot, but which, in the
gradual corruptions of language, is now

PERFECTIOIT
literature, he was distinguished
continuator of d'Avrigny's Vies des
Hommes illustres de la Prance; which, however, a loss of sight prevented him from
completing. In 1742, he published at Geneva a work entitled Les Secret des I^aneMaqons. This work at its first appearance
attracted much attention and went through
many editions, the title being sometimes
changed to a more attractive one by book-

In general
as

me

The Abb6 Larudan attempted to
and malignant work
on the Abb6 Perau, but without success
for while the work of Larudan is marked
sellers.

palm

off his libellous

made to mean Wifjihe's foot Even at the with the bitterest malignity to the Order
present day it retains its hold upon the of Freemasonry, that ot Perau is simply a
minds of the common people of Germany, detail of the ceremonies and ritual of Maand is drawn on or afSxed to cradles, sonry as then practised, under the guise,
thresholds of houses, and stable-doors, to which, I think, was not simulated, of Mendship.
keep off witches and elves.
The early Christians referred it to the
Perfect Asblar. See Ashlar.
five wounds of the Saviour, because, when
Perfect Initiates, Rite of.
properly inscribed upon the representation name given to the Egyptian Rite when
of a human body, the five points will re- first established at Lyons by Cagliostro.
spectively extend to and touch the side,
Perfection. The ninth and last degree of Fessler's Rite. See Fessler's Rite.
the two hands, and the two feet.
The MedisBval Masons considered it a
Perfectionists. The name by which
symbol of deep wisdom, and it is found Weishaupt first designated the Order which
among the architectural ornaments of most he founded in Bavaria, and which he subof the ecclesiastical edifices of the Middle sequently changed for that of the Illuminati.
Ages.
But as a Masonic symbol it peculiarly
Perfection, Liodge of. The Lodge
claims attention from the fact that it forms in which the fourteenth degree of the
the outlines of the five-pointed star, which Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite is conIn England and America this deis typical of the bond of brotherly love ferred.
that unites the whole Fraternity. It is in gree is called Grand Elect Perfect and Subthis view that the pentalpha or triple tri- lime Mason, but the French designate it
angle is referred to in Masonic symbolism Grand Scottish Mason of the Sacred Vault
as representing the intimate union which of James VI., or Or and icossais de la VbiUe
existed between our three ancient Grand Sacree du Jacques VI. This is one of the
Masters, and which is commemorated by evidences
and a very pregnant one
of
the living pentalpha at the closing of every the influence exercised by the exiled Stuarts
Eoyal Arch Chapter.
and their adherents on the Masonry of that
Many writers have confounded the pen- time in making it an instrument for the
talpha with the seal of Solomon, or shield restoration of James II., and then of his
of David. This error is almost inexcusa- son, to the throne of England.
ble in Oliver, who constantly commits it,
This degree, as concluding all reference
because his Masonic and archaeological re- to the first Temple, has been called the ulsearches should have taught him the differ- timate degree of ancient Masonry. It is
ence, Solomon's seal being a double, inter- the last of what is technically styled the Inlaced triangle, whose form gives the outline effable degrees, because their instructions
of a star of six points.
relate to the Ineffable word.
Perau, Gabriel IJouls Calabre.
Its place of meeting is called the Sacred
man of letters, an Abbe, and a member Vault. Its principal ofiScers are a Thrice
of the Society of the Sorbonne. He was Puissant Grand Master, two Grand Warborn at Semur, in Auxois, in 1700, and died dens, a Grand Treasurer, and Grand Secreat Paris, March 31st, 1767.
De Feller tary. In the first organization of the Rite
(Biog. Univ.) speaks of his uprightness in this country the Lodges of Perfection
and probity, his frankness, and sweetness were called " Sublime Grand Lodges," aud,
of disposition which endeared many friends hence, the word " Grand " is still affixed to
Certainly, the only work which the title of the officers.
to him.
gives him a place in Masonic history inThe following mythical history is condicates a gentleness and moderation of nected with and related in this degree.
character with which we can find no fault.
When the Temple was finished,the Masons

A

—

A

—

:
;

PERFECTION
who had been employed

in constructing it
acquired immortal honor. Their Order became more uniformly established and regulated than it had been before. Their caution and reserve in admitting new members
produced respect, and merit alone was required of the candidate.
With these
principles instilled into their minds, many
of the Grand Elect left the Temple after
its dedication, and, dispersing themselves
among the neighboring nations, instructed
all who applied and were found worthy in
the sublime degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry.

The Temple was completed in the year
of the world 3000.
Thus far, the wise
King of Israel had behaved worthy of himself, and gained universal admiration ; but
in process of time, when he had advanced
in years, his understanding became impaired; he grew deaf to the voice of the
Lord, and was strangely irregular in his
conduct. Proud of having erected an edifice to his Maker, and intoxicated with his
great power, he plunged into all manner
of licentiousness and debauchery, and profaned the Temple, by offering to the idol
Moloch that incense which should have
been offered only to the living God.
The Grand Elect and Perfect Masons
saw this, and were sorely grieved, afraid
that his apostasy would end in some dreadful consequences, and bring upon them
those enemies whom Solomon had vaingloriously and wantonly defied. The people,
copying the vices and follies of their king,
became proud and idolatrous, and neglected
the worship of the true God for that of
•

idols.

As an adequate punishment for this deGod inspired the heart of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, to take venfection,

geance on the kingdom of Israel. This
prince sent an army with Nebuzaradan,
Captain of the Guards, who entered Judah
with fire and sword, took and sacked the
city of Jerusalem, razed its walls, and destroyed the Temple. The people were carried captive to Babylon, and the conquerors
took with themi all the vessels of silver and
This happened four hundred and
gold.
seventy years, six months, and ten days
after its dedication.
When, in after times,

the princes of
Christendom entered into a league to free
the Holy Land from the oppression of the
infidels, the good and virtuous Masons,
anxious for the success of so pious an undertaking, voluntarily offered their services
to the confederates, on condition that they
should be permitted a chief of their own
election, which was granted ; they accordingly rallied under their standard and departed.
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The valor and fortitude of these elected
knights was such, that they were admired by,
and took the lead of, all the princes of Jerusalem, who, believing that their mysteries
inspired them with courage and fidelity in
the cause of virtue and religion, became
desirous of being initiated. Upon being
found worthy, their desires were compiled
with ; and thus the royal art, meeting the
approbation of great and good men, became popular and honorable, was diffused
through their various dominions, and has
continued to spread through a succession
of ages to the present day.
The symbolic color of this degree is red
emblematic of fervor, constancy, and assiduity.
Hence, the Masonry of this degree
was formerly called red Masonry on the
continent of Europe.
The jewel of the degree is a pair of compasses extended on an arc of ninety degrees,
surmounted by a crown, and with a sun in
the centre. In the Southern Jurisdiction
the sun is on one side and a five-pointed
star on the other.
The apron is white with red flames,
bordered with blue, and having the jewel
painted on the centre and the stone of
foundation on the flap.
Perfection, Rite of. In 1754, the
Chevalier de Bonneville established a Chapter of the high degrees at Paris, in the College of Jesuits of Clermont, hence called
the Chapter of Clermont. The system of
Masonry he there practised received the
name of the Eite of Perfection, or Rite of
Heredom. The College of Clermont was,
says Eebold, {Hist, de 3 O. L., 46,) the
asylum of the adherents of. the house of
Stuart, and hence the Rite is to some extent tinctured with Stuart Masonry. It
consisted of twenty-five degrees, as follows
1. Apprentice ; 2. Fellow Craft; 3. Master;

—

Secret Master ; 5. Perfect Master 6. Intimate Secretary; 7. Intendant of the
Building ; 8. Provost and Judge 9. Elect
of nine; 10. Elect of fifteen 11. Illustrious
elect, Chief of the twelve tribes ; 12. Grand
Master Architect ; 18. Royal Arch 14.
Grand, Elect, Ancient, Perfect Master 16.
Knight of the Sword 16. Prince of Jerusalem 17. Knight of the East and West
4.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

18.

Rose Croix Knight;

Grand Patriarch
the Key of Masonry
20.

Grand Pontiff;
Grand Master of

19.

21.

;

22. Prince of LibaSovereign Prince Adept Chief
of the Grand Consistory; 24. Illustrious
Knight, Commander of the Black and
White Eagle; 25. Most Illustrious Sovereign Prince of Masonry, Grand Knight,
Sublime Commander of the Royal Secret.
It will be seen that the degrees of this Rite
are the same as those of the Council of
Emperors of the East and West, which was

nus

;

23.

;
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established four years later,

and to which were first invented, the legend referred to
an unknown person, a tiller of the soil, to
whom King Solomon was indebted for the
information which led to the discovery of
the craftsmen who had committed the

the Chapter of Clermont gave way. Of
course, they are therefore the same, so far
as they go, as those of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, which succeeded the
Council of Emperors.
The distinguishing principle of this Rite
is, that
Freemasonry was derived from
Templarism, and that consequently every
Freemason was a Knight Templar. It was
there that the Baron von Huud was initiated, and from it, through him, proceeded
the Rite of Stript Observance; although he
discarded the degrees and retained only the

Templar theory.

Perfect Irisb Master.

{Far/ait

Maitre Irlandais.) One of the degrees given
in the Irish Colleges instituted by Ramsay.
Perfect I^odge. See Just Lodge.

Perfect Master.
The

[Madre

Far/ait.)

degree in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. The ceremonies of
this degree were originally established as
a grateful tribute of respect to a worthy
departed brother. The officers of the Lodge
are a Master, who represents Adoniram,
the Inspector of the works at Mount Lebanon, and one Warden. The symbolic color
of the degree is green, to remind the
Perfect Master that, being dead in vice, he
must hope to revive in virtue. His jewel
is a compass extended sixty degrees, to
teach him that he should act within measure, and ever pay due regard to justice and
fifth

equity.

The apron

is

white, with a green flap

;

and in the middle of the apron must be embroidered or painted, within three circles, a
cubical stone, in the centre of which the
letter J is inscribed, according to the old
rituals
but the Samaritan yod and he,
according to the ritual of the Southern
;

Jurisdiction.

Delaunay, in his Tliuikur de P Ecosdsme,
gives the Tetragrammaton in this degree,
and says the degree should more properly
be called Past Master, Ancien Ma'Ure, because the Tetragrammaton makes it in some
sort the complement of the Master's degree.
But the Tetragrammaton is not found in
any of the approved rituals, and Delaunay's
theory falls therefore to the ground. But
besides, to complete the Master's with this
degree would be to confuse all the symbolism of the Ineffable degrees, which really
conclude with the fourteenth.
Perfect Prussian. {Par/ait Pntssien. )
degree invented at Geneva, in 1770,
as a second part of the Order of Noachites.

A

Perfect Union, Iiodge

of.

A

Lodge at Rennes,in France, where the Rite
of Elect of Truth was instituted.
See
Elect of Truth.

Periguan.

When

the Elu degrees

crime recorded in the third degree. This
person, at first designated as
" I'inconnu," afterwards received the name
of Perignan, and a degree between the elu

unknown

of nine and the elu of fifteen was instituted,
which was called the " Elu of Perignan,"
and which became the sixth degree of the
I am utterly at a loss
the derivation or radical meaning
of the word, but am inclined to the theory
which gives to this, as well as to many
other words in the high degrees, a reference to the adherents, or to the enemies, of
the exiled house of Stuart, for whose sake
several of these degrees were established.
See Elect of Ferignan.
ArchiPeriods of tlie
tect. See SLv Feriods.
Perjury. In the municipal law perjury is defined to be a wilful false swearing to a material matter, when an oath has
been administered by lawful authority.
The violation of vows or promissory oaths
taken before one who is not legally authorized to administer them, that is to say, one
who is not a magistrate, does not in law
involve the crime of perjury. Such is the
technical definition of the law; but the
moral sense of mankind does not assent to
such a doctrine, and considers perjury, as
the root of the word indicates, the doing
of that which one has sworn not to do, or
the omitting to do that which he has sworn
to do.
The old Romans seem to have
taken a sensible view of the crime of perjury. Among them oaths were not often
administered, and, in general, a promise
made under oath had no more binding
power in a court of justice than it would
have had without the oath. False swearing was with them a matter of conscience,
and the person who was guilty of it was
responsible to the Deity alone. The violation of a promise under oath and of one
not under such a form was considered
alike, and neither was more liable to human punishment than the other. But
perjury was not deemed to be without any
kind of punishment. Cicero expressed the
Roman_ sentiment when he said " perjurii
pcena divina exitium ; huniana dedecus
the divine punishment of perjury is destruction; the human, infamy." Hence every
oath was accompanied by an execration, or
an appeal to God to punish the swearer
should he falsify his oath. " In the case
of other sins," says Archbishop Sharp,
" there may be an appeal made to GocTs
mercy, yet in the case of perjury there is

Adonhiramite Rite.
as to

Grand

—
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none; for he that is perjured hath precluded himself of this benefit, because he
hath braved God Almighty, and hath in
effect told him to his face that if he was
foresworn he should desire no mercy."
It is not right thus to seek to restrict
God's mercy, but there can be no doubt
that the settlement of the crime lies more
with him than with man.
Freemasons

Persecutions.

Freemasonry,

like

every other good and true thing, has been
subjected at times to suspicion, to misinterpretation, and to actual persecution.
Like the church, it has had its martyrs,
who, by their devotion and their sufferings, have vindicated its truth and its
purity.

With the exception of the United States,
where the attacks on the Institution can
hardly be called persecutions,
not because
there was not the will, but because the
power to persecute was wanting,
all the
persecutions of Freemasonry have, for the
most part, originated with the Roman
Born Church. " Notwithstanding," says a writer

look in this light on what is called the
penalty ; it is an invocation of God's vengeance on him who takes the vow, should
he ever violate it ; men's vengeance is confined to the contempt and infamy which
the foreswearer incurs.

Pernetty, Antoine Joseph.
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Roanne, in France, in 1716. At an early
age he joined the Benedictines, but in 1766
applied, with twenty-eight others, for a
dispensation of his vows. A short time
after, becoming disgusted with the Order,
he repaired to Berlin, where Frederick the
Great made him his librarian. In a short
time he returned to Paris, where the archbishop strove in vain to induce him to reenter his monastery. The parliament supported him in his refusal, and Pernetty
continued in the world. Not long after, Pernetty became infected with the mystical
theories of Swedenborg, and published a
translation of his Wonders of Heaven and
Hell. He then repaired to Avignon, where,
under the influence of his Swedenborgian
views, he established an academy of Illuminati, based on the three primitive grades
of Masonry, to which he added a mystical
one, which her called the True Mason. This
Rite was subsequently transferred to Montpellier by some of his disciples, and modified in form under the name of the " Acadat

emy of True Masons." Pernetty, besides
his Masonic labors at Avignon, invented
several other Masonic degrees, and to him
is attributed the authorship of the degree
of Knight of the Sun, now occupying the
twenty-eighth place in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. He was a very learned
man and a voluminous writer of versatile
talents, and published numerous works on
mythology, the fine arts' theology, geography, philosophy, and the mathematical sciences, besides some translations from the
Latin. He died at Valence, in Dauphiny,
in the year 1800.
Perpendicular. In a geometrical
sense, that which is upright and erect,
leaning neither one way nor another. In
a figurative and symbolic sense, it conveys
the signification of Justice, Fortitude,
Prudence, and Temperance. Justice, that
leans to no side but that of Truth ; Fortitude, that yields to no adverse attack;
Prudence, that ever pursues the straight
path of integrity; and Temperance, that
swerves not for appetite nor passion.

—

—

in

the

Freemasons'

Quarterly

Magazine,

"the greatest architectural
monuments of antiquity were reared by the
labors of Masonic gilds, and the Church of
Rome owes the structure of her magnificent
cathedrals, her exquisite shrines, and her
most splendid palaces, to the skill of the
(1851, p. 141,)

wise master-builders of former ages, she
has been for four centuries in antagonism to the principles inculcated by the
Craft."

Leaving unnoticed the struggles of the
corporations of Freemasons in the fifteenth,
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, we
may begin the record with the persecutions
to which the Order has been subjected since
the revival in 1717.
One of the first persecutions to which
Masonry, in its present organization, was
subjected, occurred in the year 1735, in
Holland. On the 16th of October of that
year, a crowd of ignorant fanatics, whose
zeal had been enkindled by the denunciations of some of the clergy, broke into a
house in Amsterdam, where a Lodge was
accustomed to be held, and destroyed all
the furniture and ornaments of the Lodge.
The States General, yielding to the popular
excitement, or rather desirous of giving no
occasion for its action, prohibited the future
meetings of the Lodges. One, however,
continuing, regardless of the edict, to meet
at a private house, the members were arrested and brought before the Court of Justice.
Here, in the presence of the whole
city, the Masters and Wardens defended
themselves with great dexterity; and while
acknowledging their inability to prove the
innocence of their Institution by a public
exposure of their secret doctrines, they
freely offered to receive

and

initiate

any

person in the confidence of the magistrates,
and who could then give them information
upon which they might depend, relative to
the true designs of the Institution. The
proposal was acceded to, and the town
clerk was chosen. He was immediately initiated, and his report so pleased his superiors, that all the magistrates and principal

;

PERSECUTIONS

PERSECUTIONS

persons of the city became members and
zealous patrons of the Order.
In France, the fear of the authorities
that the Freemasons concealed, within the
recesses of their Lodges, designs hostile to
the government, gave occasion to an attempt,
in 1737, on the part of the police, to proBut this
hibit the meeting of the Lodges.
unfavorable disposition did not long continue, and the last instance of the interference of the government with the proceedings of the Masonic body was in June,
1745, when the members of a Lodge, meeting at the Hotel de Soissons, were dispersed,
their furniture and jewels seized, and the
landlord amerced in a penalty of three thou-

we are at no loss to discover, from
the interpretation given to the bull by Cardinal Firrao in his edict of publication in
the beginning of the following year, namely, " that no person shall dare to assemble
at any Lodge of the said society, nor be
present at aiiy of their meetings, under />am
o/ death and confiscation of goods, the said
penalty to be without hope of pardon,"
The bull of Clement met in France with
no congenial spirits to obey it. On the
contrary, it was the subject of universal
condemnation as arbitrary and unjust, and
the parliament of Paris positively refused
But in other Catholic counto enroll it.

sand

man
the persecutions were unremitting.
named Crudeli was arrested at Florence,
thrown into the dungeons of the Inquisition, subjected to torture, and finally sentenced to a long imprisonment, on the
charge of having furnished an asylum to a

574

livres.

The persecutions in Germany were owing
to a singular cause. The malice of a few
females had been excited by their disappointed curiosity. A portion of this disposition they succeeded in communicating
to the Empress, Maria Theresa, who issued
an order for apprehending all the Masons
in Vienna, when assembled in their Lodges.
The measure was, however, frustrated by
the good sense of the Emperor, Joseph I.,
who was himself a Mason, and exerted his
power in protecting his brethren.
The persecutions of the church in Italy,
and other Catholic countries, have been
the most extensive and most permanent.
On the 28th of April, 1738, Pope Clement
XII. issued the famous bull against Freemasons whose authority is still in existence. In this bull, the Roman Pontiff' says,
"
have learned, and public rumor does
not permit us to doubt the truth of the report, that a certain society has been formed,
under the name of Freemasons, into which
persons of all religions and ail sects are indiscriminately admitted, and whose members have established certain laws which
bind themselves to each other, and which,

We

in particular, compel their members, under
the severest penalties, by virtue of an oath
taken on the Holy Scriptures, to preserve
an inviolable secrecy in relation to every
thing that passes in their meetings." The
bull goes on to declare, that these societies
have become suspected by the faithful, and
that they are hurtful to the tranquillity of
the state and to the safety of the soul and
;

after

making use of the now threadbare

argument, that if the actions of Freemasons were irreproachable, they would
not so carefully conceal them from the
light, it proceeds to enjoin all bishops, superiors, and ordinaries to punish the Freemasons " with the penalties which they deserve, as people greatly suspected of heresy,
having recourse, if necessary, to the secular
arm."

What

this

means,

tries it

was better respected.

In Tuscany

A

The Grand Lodge of
Masonic Lodge.
England, upon learning the circumstances,
obtained his enlargement, and sent him pecuniary assistance. Francis de Lorraine,
who had been initiated at the Hague in
1731, soon after ascended the grand ducal
throne, and one of the first acts of his
reign was to liberate all the Masons who
had been incarcerated by the Inquisition
and still further to evince his respect for
the Order, he personally assisted in the constitution of several Lodges at Florence, and
in other cities of his dominions.
The other sovereigns of Italy were, however, more obedient to the behests of the
holy father, and persecutions continued to
rage throughout tne peninsula. Nevertheless, Masonry continued to flourish, and in
1751, thirteen years after the emission of
the bull of prohibition. Lodges were openly in existence in Tuscany, at Naples, and
even in the " eternal city " itself.

The priesthood, whose vigilance had
abated under the influence of time, became
once more alarmed, and an edict was issued
in 1751 by Benedict XIV., who then occupied the papal chair, renewing and enforcing the bull which' had been fulminated by
Clement.
This, of course, renewed the spirit of
persecution.
In Spain, one Tournon, a
Frenchman, was convicted of practising
the rites of Masonry, and after a tedious
confinement in the dungeons of the Inquisition, he was finally banished from the

kingdom.
In Portugal, at Lisbon, John Coustoa,
a native of Switzerland, was still more
severely treated. He was subjected to the
torture, and suffered so much that he was
unable to move his limbs for three months,
delivery to the secular arm Coustos, with two companions of his re-

:

PERSEVERANCE

PERSIA

puted crime, was sentenced to the galleys,
but was finally released by the interposition of the English ambassador.
In 1745, the Council of Berne, in Switzerland, issued a decree prohibiting, under

Persia. Neither the Grand Lodge of
England, nor any other of the European
Powers, seem ever to have organized
Lodges in the kingdom of Persia; yet very
strange and somewhat incomprehensible
stories are told by credible authorities of
the existence either of the Masonic institution, or something very much like it, in
that country. In 1808, on November 24,
Askeri Khan, the Ambassador of Persia
near the court of France, was received into
the Order at Paris by the Mother Lodge of
the Philosophic Scottish Rite, on which
occasion the distinguished neophyte presented his sword, a pure Damascus blade,
to the Lodge, with these remarks: "I
promise you, gentlemen, friendship, fidelity, and esteem.
I have been told, and I
cannot doubt it, that Freemasons were virtuous, charitable, and full of love and attachment for their sovereigns. Permit me
to make you a present worthy of true
Frenchmen. Receive this sabre, which has
served me in twenty-seven battles. May
this act of homage convince you of the sentiments with which you have inspired me,

the severest penalties, the assemblages of
Freemasons.
In 1757, in Scotland, the
Synod of Sterling adopted a resolution debarring all adhering Freemasons from the
ordinances of religion. And, as if to prove
that fanaticism is everywhere the same, in
1748 the Divan at Constantinople caused a
Masonic Lodge to be demolished, its jewels

and furniture seized, and its members arThey were discharged upon the

rested.

interposition of the English minister; but
the government prohibited the introduction
of the Order into Turkey.

Our own country has not been free from
the blighting influence of this demon of
fanaticism.
But the exciting scenes of
anti-Masonry are too recent to be treated
historian with coolness or imparti-

by the

The political party to which this
of persecution gave birth was the
most abject in its principles, and the most
unsuccessful in its efforts, of any that our
times have seen. It has passed away the
clouds of anti-Masonry have been, we trust,
forever dispersed, and the bright sun of
Masonry, once more emerging from its
temporary eclipse, is beginning to bless
our land with the invigorating heat and
light of its meridian rays.
ality.

spirit

;

Perseverance. A virtue

inculcated,

by a peculiar symbol in the third degree,
in reference to the acquisition of knowledge,
and especially the knowledge of the True

Word.

See Patience.

PerscTcrance, Order

of.
An
Adoptive Order established at Paris, in
It had
1771, by several nobles and ladies.
but little of the Masonic character about it;
and, although at the time of its creation it
excited considerable sensation,

it

existed

but for a brief period. It was instituted
for the purpose of rendering services to
humanity, fiagon says [Tuileur Oen., p.
92,) that there was kept in the archives of
the Order a quarto volume of four hundred
leaves, in which was registered all the good
deeds of the brethren and sisters. This
volume is entitled lAvred'Honneurdel' Ordre

Eagon intimates that
in existence.
Thory

de la Perseverance.
this

document

[Fondation O.

is still

0., p. 383,)

says that there

was much mystification about the establish-

ment of the Order

in Paris.

Its institutors

contended that it originated from time imin Poland, a pretension to which
the King of Pbland lent his sanction.

memorial

Many persons of distinction, and among
them Madame de Genlis, were deceived and
became

its

members.

and of the
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gratification that I feel in be-

longing to your Order." The Ambassador
subsequently seems to have taken a great
interest in Freemasonry while he remained
in France, and consulted with the Venerable of the Lodge on the subject of establishing a Lodge at Ispahan. This is the
first account that we have of the connection
of any inhabitant of Persia with the Order.
Thory, who gives this account, {Act. Lot.,
i. 237,) does not tell us whether the project
of an Ispahan Lodge was ever executed.
But it is probable that on his return home
the Ambassador introduced among his
friends some knowledge of the Institution,
and impressed them with a favorable opinion of it. At all events, the Persians in
later times do not seem to have been ignorant of its existence.
Mr. Holmes, in his Sketches on the Shores
of the Caspian, gives the following as the
Persian idea of Freemasonry
" In the morning we received a visit
from the Governor, who seemed rather a
dull person, though very polite and civil.
He asked a great many questions regarding
the Feramoosh Khoneh, as they called the
Freemasons' Hall in London which is a
complete mystery to all the Persians who
have heard of it. Very often, the first
question we have been asked is, What do
they do at the Feramoosh Khoneh ? What
is it?'
They generally believe it to be a
most wonderml place, where a man may
acquire in one day the wisdom of a thousand
years of study but every one has his own
peculiar conjectures concerning it.
Some
of the Persians who went to England be;

'

;

:

;

PERSIAN
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came Freemasons

;

and their

PETITION
friends

com-

plain that they will not tell what they saw
at the Hall, and cannot conceive why they

should

all

be so uncommunicative."

And now we have, from the London Freemason, (June 28, 1873,) this further account
but the conjecture as to the time of the introduction of the Order unfortunately wants
confirmation
" Of the Persian officers who are present
in Berlin pursuing military studies and
making themselves acquainted with Prussian military organization and arrangements, one belongs to the Masonic Order.
He is a Mussulman. He seems to have
spontaneously sought recognition as a
member of the Craft at a Berlin Lodge, and
his claim was allowed only after such an
examination as satisfied the brethren that
he was one of the brethren. From the
statement of this Persian Mason it appears
that nearly all the members of the Persian
Court belong to the mystic Order, even as
German Masonry enjoys the honor of
counting the emperor and crown prince
among its adherents. The appearance of
this Mohammedan Mason in Berlin seems
to have excited a little surprise among
some of the brethren there, and the surprise would be natural enough to persons
not aware of the extent to which Masonry
has been diffused over the earth. Account

worth and personal merit only, that so the
Lords may be well served, the Brethren not
put to shame, nor theEoyal Craft despised.
Therefore no Master or Warden is chosen
by seniority, but for his merit. Cliarges of
1723.

Peru. Freemasonry was first introduced into Peru about the year 1807, during the French invasion, and several
Lodges worked until the resumption of the
Spanish authority and the Papal influence,
in 1813, when their existence terminated.
In 1825, when the independence of the republic, declared some years before, was
completely achieved, several Scottish Eite
Lodges were established, firet at Lima and
then at other points, by the Grand Orient

of Colombia.

A

Supreme Council of the

Ancient and Accepted Eite was instituted
in 1830.
In 1831 an independent Grand
Lodge, afterwards styled the Grand Orient
of Peru, was organized by the symbolic
Lodges in the republic. Political agitations have, from time to time, occasioned
a cessation of Masonic labor, but both the
Supreme Council and the Grand Orient are
now in successful operation. The Eoyal
Arch degree was introduced in 1852 by the
establishment of a Eoyal Arch Chapter at
Callao, under a Warrant granted by the
Supreme Chapter of Scotland.
Petition for a Charter. The next
for it as one may, the truth is certain that step in the process of organizing a Lodge,
the mysterious Order was established in after the Dispensation has been granted by
the Orient many ages ago. Nearly all of the Grand Master, is an application for a
the old

Mohammedan

buildings in India,

such as tombs, mosques, etc., are marked
with the Masonic symbols, and many of
these structures, still perfect, were built in
the time of the Mogul Emperor Akbar,
died in 1605. Thus Masonry must
have been introduced into India from Middle Asia by the Mohammedans hundreds

who

of years ago."
Since then there was an initiation of a
Persian in the Lodge C16mente Amiti6 at
There is a Lodge at Teheran, of
Paris.
which many native Persians are members.

A

Persian Philosophical
Eite which

Rite.

founders asserted was

its

established in 1818, at Erzerum, in Persia,
into France in
the year 1819. It consisted of seven degrees, as follows: 1. Listening Apprentice;

and which was introduced

2. Fellow Craft, Adept, Esquire of Benevolence 3. Master, Knight of the Sun 4.
Architect of all Eites, Knight of the Philosophy of the Heart 5. Knight of Eclecticism and of Truth 6. Master Good Shep;

;

;

;

This
herd
7. Venerable Grand Elect.
Eite never contained many members, and
has been long extinct.
Personal Merit. All preferment
among Masons is grounded upon real
;

Charter or Warrant of Constitution. The
application may be, but not necessarily,
in the form of a petition.
On the report
of the Grand Master, that he had granted
a Dispensation, the Grand Lodge, if the

new Lodge

is

recommended by some

other,

generally the nearest Lodge, will confirm
the Grand Master's action and grant a
Charter; although it may refuse to do so,
and then the Lodge will cease to exist.
Charters or Warrants for Lodges are
granted onlv by the Grand Lodge in
America, Ireland, and Scotland. In England this great power is vested in the
Grand Master. The Constitutions of the
Grand Lodge of England say that " every
application for a Warrant to hold a new
Lodge must be, by petition to the Grand
Master, signed by at least seven regularly
registered Masons."
Although, in the
United States, it is the general usage that
a Warrant must be preceded by a Dispensation.
I know of no general law which
would forbid the Grand Lodge to issue a
Charter in the first place, no Dispensation
having been previously granted.
The rule for issuing Charters to Lodges
prevails, with no modification in relation to
granting them by Grand Chapters, Grand

;

PETITIOK

PHALLIC

Councils, or Grand Commanderies for the
bodies subordinate to them.

the society of the explainers of the mysteries of initiation.
Pballic Worship. The Phallus was
a sculptured representation of the membrum virile, or male organ of generation ;
and the worship of it is said to have originated in Egypt, where, after the murder of
Osiris by Typhon, which is symbolically to
be explained as the destruction or deprivation of the sun's light by night, Isis, his
wife, or the symbol of nature, in the search
for his mutilated body, is said to have found
all the parts except the organs of generation, which myth is simply symbolic of the
fact that the sun having set, its fecundating and invigorating power had ceased.
The Phallus, therefore, as the symbol of
the male generative principle, was very
universally venerated among the ancienta,
and that too as a religious rite, without the

Petition for a Dispensation.

When

it is desired to establish a new
Lodge, application by petition must be
made to the Grand Master. This petition
ought to be signed by at least seven Master
Masons, and be recommended by the nearest Lodge and it should contain the proposed name of the Lodge and the names of
the three principal officers. This is the
usage of this country but it must be re;

;

membered

that the

Grand Master's

pre-

rogative of granting Dispensations cannot
be rightfully restricted by any law. Only,
should the Grand Master grant a Dispensation for a Lodge which, in its petition,
had not complied with these prerequisites,
it is

not probable that, on subsequent appliWarrant of

cation to the Grand Lodge, a
Constitution would be issued.

Petition for Initiation. Any person who is desirous of initiation into the
mysteries of Masonry must apply to the
Lodge nearest to his place of residence, by
means of a petition signed by himself, and
recommended by at least two members of
the Lodge to which he applies. The application of a Mason to a Chapter, Council,
or Commandery for advancement to higher
degrees, or of an unaffiliated Mason for
membership in a Lodge, is also called a peFor the rules that govern the distition.
position of these petitions, see the author's
Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence, Book
L, oh. ii.

slightest reference to
ious application.
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any impure or

lasciv-

As a symbol of the generative principle
of nature, the worship of the Phallus appears to have been very nearly universal.
In the mysteries it was carried in solemn
procession. The Jews, in their numerous

deflections into idolatry, fell readily into
that of this symbol. And they did this at
a very early period of their history, for we
are told that even in the time of the Judges
[Jud. iii. 7,) they "served Baalim and the
groves."
Now the word translated, here
and elsewhere, as groves, is in the original
Asherah, and is by all modern interpreters
supposed to mean a species of Phallus.
Enstaetae. An Thus Movers [PhOniz., p. 56,) says that
PeuTret,
usher of the parliament of Paris, and Past Asherah is a sort of Phallus erected to the
Master of the Lodge of St. Pierre in Mar- telluric goddess Baaltes, and the learned
tinico, and afterwards a dignitary of the Holloway {Originals, i. 18,) had long beGrand Orient at France. Peuvret was de- fore come to the same conclusion.
But the Phallus, or, as it was called
voted to Hermetic Masonry, and acquired
some reputation by numerous compila- among the Orientalists, the Lingam, was a
tions on Masonic subjects. During his life representation of the male principle only.
he amassed a valuable library of mystical, To perfect the circle of generation, it is necalchemical, and Masonic books, and a man- essary to advance one step farther. Acuscript collection of eighty-one degrees of cordingly we find in the Cteis of the Greeks,
Hermetic Masonry in six quarto volumes. and the Yoni of the Indians, a symbol of
He asserts in this work that the degrees the female generative principle of co-extensive prevalence with the Phallus. The
were brought from England and Scotland

Jean

but this Thory (Act. Lat., i. 205,) denies, and
says that they were manufactured in Paris.
Peuvret's exceeding zeal without knowledge made him the victim of every charlatan who approached him. He died at
Paris in 1800.

Phainoteletian Society.

[Soei-

A

society founded at
Phdinotel&te.)
Paris, in 1840, by Louis Theodore Juge, the
editor of the Olobe, composed of members
of all rites and degrees, for the investigation of all non-political secret associations
of ancient and modern times. The title is
taken from the Greek, and signifies literally

eU

8X

87

Cteis

was a

circular

and concave

pedestal,

or receptacle, on which the Phallus or column rested, and from the centre of which
it sprang.
The union of these two, as the generative
and the producing principles of nature, in
one compound figure, was the most usual
mode of representation. And here, Ithink,
we undoubtedly find the remote origin of
the point within a circle, an ancient symbol
which was first adopted by the old sun
worshippers, and then by the ancient astronomers, as a symbol of the sun surrounded by the earth or the universe, the

—

PHALLUS
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PHILALETHES

which Tyre and Sidon were the principal
cities.
The researches of Gesenius and
signification and incorporated into the sym- other modern philologers have confirmed
bolism of Freemasonry. See Poitd within the assertions of Jerome and Augustine,
a Circle.
that the language spoken by the Jews and
Phallus. Donegan says from an Egyp- the Phenicians was almost identical a
statement interesting to the Masonic stutian or Indian root. See Phallic Worship.
Pliaraxal. A significant word in the dent as giving another reason for the bond
high degrees, and there said, in the old which existed between Solomon and Hirituals, to signify " we shall all be united."
ram, and between the Jewish workmen and
Delaunay gives it as pharos kol, and says their fellow-laborers of Tyre, in the conit means "all is explained."
If it is de- struction of the Temple. See Tyre.
rived from JJ'~1|Q, and the adverbial 7p, kol,
Philadelphia. Placed on the im"altogether," it certainly means not to be print of some Masonic works of the last
united, but to be separated, and has the century as a pseudonym of Paris.
same meaning as its cognate polkal. This
Philadelphians, Rite of the.
incongruity in the words and their accepted See Primitive Eite.
explanation has led Bro. Pike to reject
Philadelphe£i,IiOdgeofthe. The
them both from the degree in which they name of a Lodge at Narbonne, in France,
are originally found. And it is certain in which the Primitive Bite was first instithat the radical pal and phar both have tuted; whence it is sometimes called the
sun as the generator and the earth as the
producer,
and afterwards modified in its

—

;

everywhere in Hebrew the idea of separa-

But

" Rite of the Philadelphians."

See Primi-

my

reading of the old rituals
compels me to believe that the degree in
which these words are found always contained an idea of separation and subsequent
reunion. It is evident that there was either
a blunder in the original adoption of the
•word pharaxal, or more probably a corruption by subsequent copyists. I am satisfied that the ideas of division, disunion, or
separation, and of subsequent reunion, are
correct; but I am equally satisfied that the
Hebrew form of this word is wrong.
school among the
Pharisees.
Jews at the time of Christ, so called from
the Aramaic Perushim, Separated, because
they held themselves apart from the rest of
the nation. They claimed to have a mysterious knowledge unknown to the mass of
the people, and pretended to the exclusive
possession of the true meaning of the
Scriptures, by virtue of the oral law and
the secret traditions which, having been
received by Moses on Mount Sinai, had
been transmitted to successive generations
of initiates. They are supposed to have
been essentially the same as the Assideans
or Chasidim. The character of their organization is interesting to the Masonic student.
They held a secret doctrine, of
which the dogma of the resurrection was
an important feature; they met in sodalities or societies, the members of which
called themselves chabirim, fellows or assoiates; and they styled all who were outside of their mystical association, yom haharetz, or people of the land.
Phenicia. The Latinized form of the
Greek Phoinikia, from folvi^, a palm, because of the number of palms anciently,
but not now, found in the country. A
tract of country on the north of Palestine,
along the shores of the Meditenraiaesun, of
tion.

A

Philalethes, Rife of the.

Called

Truth, although the
word literally means Friends of Truth. It
was a Eite founded in 1773 at Paris, in the
also the Seekers of

Lodge of Amis R6unis, by Savalette de
Langes, keeper of the Eoyal Treasury,
with whom were associated the Vicomte
de Tavannes, Court de Gebelin, M. de
Sainte-Jamos, the President d' Hericourt,
and the Prince of Hesse. The Eite, which
was principally founded on the system of
Martinism, did not confine itself to any
particular mode of instruction, but in its reunions, called " convents," the members devoted themselves to the study of all kinds
of knowledge that were connected with the
occult sciences, and thus they welcomed to
their association all who had made themselves remarkable by the singularity or the
novelty of their opinions, such as Cagliostro, Mesmer, and Saint Martin.
It was
divided into twelve classes or chambers of
instruction.
The names of these classes or
degrees were as follows: 1. Apprentice;
2. Fellow Craft; 3. Master; 4. Elect; 5.
Scottish Master; 6. Knight of the East; 7.
Rose Croix; 8. Knight of the Temple; 9.
Unknown Philosopher; 10. Sublime Philosopher; 11. Initiate; 12. Philalethes, or
Searcher after Truth.
The first six degrees were called Petty, and the last six

High Masonry.

The Eite did not

in-

crease very rapidly;

nine years after its
counted only twenty Lodges

institution, it
in France and in foreign countries

which
were of its obedience. In 1785 it attempted
a radical reform in Masonry, and for this
purpose invited the most distinguished
Masons of all countries to a congress at
Paris. But the project failed, and Savalette
de Langes dying in 1788, the Eite, of which

PHILIP
he alone was the
the Lodge of

Philip

PHILOSOPHIC

soul, ceased to exist,

and manuscript

579
Twelve

collection of Peuvret.

Amis R6unis was dissolved.
other degrees of Philosopher were conIV. Surnamed " le Bel," or tained in the same collection, namely, Grand
who ascended the throne of Neapolitan Philosopher, Grand Practical

" the Fair,"
France in 1286. He is principally distinguished in history on account of his
persecution of the Knights Templars. With
the aid of his willing instrument, Pope
Clement V., he succeeded in accomplishing
the overthrow of the Order. He died in
1314, execrated by his subjects, whose
hearts he had alienated by the cruelty,
avarice, and despotism of his administra-

Philosopher, Kabbalistic Philosopher, Kabbalistic Philosopher to the Number 5, Perfect Mason Philosopher, Perfect Master
Philosopher, Petty Neapolitan Philosopher, Petty Practical Philosopher, Sublime Philosopher, Sublime Philosopher to
the Number 9, and Sublime Practical Philosopher.
They are probably all Kabbalistic

or Hermetic degrees.

Philosopher of Hermes.

tion.

[Phi-

Finch gives losophe d' Hermes.) A degree contained in
this as the name of a secret Order insti- the Archives of the Lodge of Saint Louis
tuted by King Philip " for the use only of des Amis Il6unis at Calais.
his first nobility and principal officers, who
Philosopher, Sublime. [Sublime
thus formed a select and secret council in Philosophe.) 1. The fifty-third degree of
which he could implicitly confide." It has the Rite of Mizraim. 2. The tenth class
attracted the attention of no other Masonic of the Rite of the Philalethes.
writer, and was probably no more than a
Philosopher, Sublime Un-

Philippian Order.

known.

coinage of a charlatan's brain.
Philocoreites, Order of.

An

androgynous secret society established in the
French army in Spain, in 1808. The members were called Knights and Ladies Philocoreites, or Lovers of Pleasure. It was not
Masonic in character. But Thory has thought
it worth a long description in his History of
the Foundation of the Grand Orient of Fi-ance.

Philo Judseus. A Jewish philosopher of the school of Alexandria, who was
born about thirty years before Christ.
Philo adopted to their full extent the mystical doctrines of his school, and taught

that the Hebrew Scriptures contained, in a
system of allegories, the real source of all
religious and philosophical knowledge, the
true meaning of which was to be excluded
from the vulgar, to whom the literal signification alone was to be made known. Whoever, says he, has meditated on philosophy,
has purified himself by virtue, and elevated

himself by a contemplative

life to

God and

the intellectual world, receiving their inspiration, thus pierces the gross envelop
of the letter, and is initiated into mysteries
of which the literal instruction is but a
fact, a figure, a word, a
faint image.
rite or custom, veils the profoundest truths,
to be interpreted only by him who has the
true key of science. Such symbolic views
were eagerly seized by the early inventors
of the high, philosophical degrees of Masonry, who have made frequent use of the
esoteric philosophy of Philo in the construction of their Masonic system.

A

Philosopher, Christian.
losophe Chrdien.)

(,Phi-

The fourth degree of the

Order of African Architects.

Philosopher, Orand and Sublime Hermetic. (Grand et Sublime
Philosophe Hermetique.)

A

degree in the

(^Sublime Philosophe

Inconnu.)

The seventy-ninth degree of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.

Philosopher, the
tit

Philosophe.)

Iiittle. [Le pethe collection

A degree in

of Pyron.

Philosopher, Unknown.

[Philo^

sophe Inconnu.) The ninth class of the Rite
of the Philalethes. It was so called in
reference to St. Martin, who had adopted
that title as his pseudonym, and was universally

known by

it

among

his disciples.

Philosopher's Stone.

It was the
doctrine of the alchemists, that there was a
certain mineral, the discovery of which was
the object of their art, because, being mixed
with the baser metals, it would transmute
these into gold. This mineral, known only
to the adepts, they called to^iapAi^osopAoj-MOT,
or the philosopher's stone. Hitchcock, whO'
wrote a book in 1857, [Alchemy and the Alchemists,) to maintain the proposition that
alchemy was a symbolic science, that ita
subject was Man, and its object the perfection of men, asserts that the philosopher's stone was a symbol of man. He
quotes the old Hermetic philosopher, Isaac
Holland, as saying that " though a man be
fioor, yet may he very well attain unto it
the work of perfection,] and may be employed in making the philosopher's stone."

And
this,

Hitchcock, (p. 76,) in commenting on
" That is, every man, no matter

says

:

how humble

his vocation,

he can in his place

may do

the best

— may 'love mercy, do

justly, and walk humbly with God
and
what more doth God require of any man?"
;

'

If this interpretation be correct, then the
philosopher's stone of the alchemists, and
the spiritual temple of the Freemasons are
identical symbols.
Philosophic Degrees. All the de-

—

;:
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greea of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite above the eighteenth and below the
thirty-third, are called philosophical degrees, because, abandoning the symbolism
based on the Temple, they seek to develop a
system of pure tneosophy. Some writers
have contended that the seventeenth and
eighteenth degrees should be classed with
the philosophic degrees. But I cannot agree
with them, since both of those degrees have
preserved the idea of the Temple system.
They ought rather to be called apocalyptic
degrees, the seventeenth especially, because
they do not teach the ancient philosophies,
but are connected in their symbolism with
the spiritual temple of the New Jerusalem.

It was resuscitated at the termination of the Revolution, and in 1805 the
Lodge of the Social Contract, and that of
St. Alexander of Scotland, assumed the
title of the " Mother Lodge of the PhilThis
osophic Scottish Rite in France."
body was eminently literary in its character, and in 1811 and 1812 possessed a
mass of valuable archives, among which
were a number of old charters, manuscript
rituals, and Masonic worksof great interest,
in all languages.

labors.

Phllosopliy Sublime.

(Philoao-

The forty-eighth degree of
phie Sublime.
the Rite of Mizraim.
Pbcenlx. The old mythological lePliilosopliic Scottish Rite. This gend of the phcenix is a familiar one. The
bird was described as of the size of an eagle,
Rite consists of twelve degrees, as follows
with a head finely crested, a body covered
1. 2. 3. Knight of the Black Eagle or
Rose Croix of Heredom, divided into three with beautiful plumage, and eyes sparkling
parts ; 4. Knight of the Phoenix ; 5. Knight like stars. She was said to live six hundred
of the Sun ; 6. Knight of the Rainbow
years in the wilderness, when she built for
herself a funereal pile of aromatic woods,
7. True Mason; 8. Knight of the Argonaut; 9. Knight of the Golden Fleece; 10. which she ignited with the fanning of her
Perfectly Initiated Grand Inspector; 11. wings, and emerged from the flames with a
Grand Scottish Inspector; 12. Sublime new life. Hence the phoenix has been
Master of the Luminous Ring.
adopted universally as a symbol of imThe three degrees of Ancient Craft Ma- mortality. Higgins {Jnaealypsis, ii. 441,)
sonry form the necessary basis of this sys- says that the phoenix is the symbol of an
tem, although they do not constitute a part ever-revolving solar cycle of six hundred
of the Rite. In its formation it expressly and eight years, and refers to the Phenirenounced the power to constitute symbolic cian word phen, which signifies a cycle.
Lodges, but reserved the faculty of affiliat- Aumont, the first Grand Master of the
ing regularly constituted Lodges into its Templars after the martyrdom of De Mohigh degrees. Thory {Fond, du O. 0., p. lay, and called the " Restorer of the Order,"
162,) seems desirous of tracing the origin took, it is said, for his seal, a phoenix broodof the Rite to the Rosicrucians of the ing on the flames, with the motto, " Ardet
fourteen th century. But the reasons wh ich ut vivat" She burns that she may live.
he assigns for this belief are by no means The phoenix was adopted at a very early
satisfactory. The truth is, that the Rite was period as a Christian symbol, and several
founded in 1775, in the celebrated Lodge representations of it have been found in the
of the Social Contract, ( Contrat Social,) and catacombs. Its ancient legend, doubtless,
that its principal founder was M. Boileau, caused it to be accepted as a symbol of the
a physician of Paris, and who had been resurrection.
Pliysioal Qnalifleations. The
a disciple of Pernetty, the originator of the
Hermetic Rite at Avignon, whose Hermetic physical qualifications of a candidate for
principles he introduced into the Philo- initiation into Masonry may be considered
sophic Scottish Rite. Some notion may be under the three heads of Sex, Age, and
formed of the nature of the system which Bodily Conformation. 1. As to Sex. It
was taught in this Rite, from the name of is a landmark that the candidate shall be
the degree which is at its summit. The a man. This, of course, prohibits the iniLuminous Ring is a Pythagorean degree. tiation of a woman. 2. As to Age. The
In 1780, an Academy of the Sublime Blas- candidate must, say the Old Regulations, be
The ritual
ters of the Luminous Ring was established of "mature and discreet age."
in France, in which the doctrine was forbids the initiation of an " old man in his
taught that Freemasonry was originally dotage, or a young man under age." The
founded by Pythagoras, and in which the man who has lost his faculties by an accumost important portion of the lectures was mulation of years, or not yet acquired them
engaged in an explanation of the peculiar in their full extent by immaturity of age,
is equally incapable of initiation.
dogmas of the sage of Samos.
(See
The chief seat of the Rite had always Dotage and Mature Age.) 8. As to Bodily
been in the Lodge of Social Contract until Conformation. The Gothic Constitutions
1792, when, in common with all the other of 926, or what is accepted as that docuMasonic bodies of France, it suspended its ment, prescribe that the candidate " must
]
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be without blemish, and have the full and made the journey to any shrine only once;
proper use of his limbs;" and the Charges and this is the more usually accepted disof 1722 say " that he must have no maim tinction of the two classes.
or defect in his body that may render him
In the Middle Ages, Europe was filled
incapable of learning the art, of serving his with pilgrims repairing to Palestine to pay
Master's lord, and being made a brother." their veneration to the numerous spots conAnd although a few jurists have been dis- secrated in the annals of Holy Writ, more
posed to interpret this law with unauthor- especially to the sepulchre of our Lord.
ized laxity, the general spirit of the Institution, and of all its authorities, is to observe it rigidly. See the subject fully discussed in the author's Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence, pp. 100-113.

Picart's Ceremonies.

Bernard

Picart was a celebrated engraver of Amsterdam, and the author of a voluminous
work, which was begun in 1723, and continued after his death, until 1737, by J. F.
Bernard, entitled Ceremonies Rellgieuses de
second edition
tous les peuple du monde.
was published at Paris, in 1741, by the
Abb6s Banier and Le Mascrier, who entire-

A

ly remodelled the work; and a third in
1783 by a set of free-thinkers, who disfigured, and still further altered the text
Editions, professto suit their own views.
ing to be reprints of the original one, have
been subsequently published in 1807-9 and
1816.
The book has been recently deemed
of some importance by the investigators
of the Masonic history of the last century,
because it contains an engraved list in two
pages of the English Lodges which were in
existence in 1735. The plate is, however,
of no value as an original authority, since
it is merely a copy of the Engraved List of
Lodges, published by J. Pine in 1735.
Pickaxe. An instrument used to
loosen the soil and prepare it for digging.
It

is

one of the working-tools of a Royal

Arch Mason, and symbolically teaches him
to loosen from his heart the hold of evil
habits.

Piece of Arcliitectiire.
d' Architecture.)

The French

{Morgeau

so call a dis-

course, poem, or other production on the
The definition
subject of Freemasonry.
previously given in this work under the
title Architecture, in being confined to the

" It is natural," says Eobertson, [Hist.
ch. v., i. 19,) " to the human mind, to view
those places which have been distinguished
by being the residence of any illustrious
personage, or the scene of any great trans-

some degree of delight and
veneration. From this principle flowed the
superstitious devotion with which Christians, from the earliest ages of the church,
were accustomed to visit that country
which the Almighty had selected as the inheritance of his favorite people, and in
which the Son of God had accomplished
the redemption of mankind. As this distant pilgrimage could not be performed
without considerable expense, fatigue, and
danger, it appeared the more meritorious,
and came to be considered as an expiation
for almost every crime."
action, with

Hence, by a pilgrimage to the Holy
or to the shrine of some blessed
martyr, the thunders of the church, and
the more quiet, but not less alarming, reproaches of conscience were often averted.
And as this was an act of penance, sometimes voluntarily assumed, but oftener imposed by the command of a religious superior, the person performing it was called a

Land

" Pilgrim Penitent."
While the Caliphs of the East, a race of
monarchs equally tolerant and sagacious,
retained the sovereignty of Palestine, the
penitents were undisturbed in the performance of their pious pilgrimages. In fact,
their visits to Jerusalem were rather encouraged by these sovereigns as a commerce
which, in the language of the author already quoted, "brought into their dominions gold and silver, and carried nothing
out of them but relics and consecrated trinkets."

But in the eleventh century, the Turks,
whose bigoted devotion to their own creed
Pilgrim. A pilgrim (from the Italian was only equalled by their hatred of every
pelegrino, and that from the Latin peregri- other form of faith, but more especially of
minutes of the Lodge,
comprehensive.

is

not sufficiently

signifying a traveller,) denotes one
visits holy places from a principle
of devotion. Dante ( Vita Nuova) distinguishes pilgrims from palmers thus palmers were those who went beyond the sea to
the East, and often brought back staves of
palm-wood; while pilgrims went only to
the shrine of St. Jago, in Spain. But Sir
Walter Scott says that the palmers were
in the habit of passing from shrine to
shrine, living on charity; but pilgrims
nus,

who

:

Christianity, having obtained possession of
Syria, the pilgrim no longer found safety
or protection in his pious journey.
who would then visit the sepulchre of his
Lord must be prepared to encounter the
hostile attacks of ferocious Saracens, and
the " Pilgrim Penitent," laying aside his
peaceflil garb, his staff and russet cloak,

He

was compelled to assume the sword and
coat of mail and become a " Pilgrim War-

;
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Having at length, through all the perils
of a distant journey, accomplished the
great object of his pilgrimage, and partly
Begged his way amid poor or inhospitable
regions, where a crust of breadand a draught
of wafer were often the only alms that he
received, and partly fought it amid the
gleaming scimitars of warlike Turks, the
Pilgrim Penitent and Pilgrim Warrior
was enabled to kneel at the sepulchre of
Christ, and offer up his devotions on that
sacred spot consecrated in his pious mind

the Middle Ages. Spenser's description,
in the Fairie Queen, (B. I., c. vi., st. 35,) of a
pilgrim's weeds, does not much differ from
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by so many religious associations.
But the experience which he had

so

dearly bought was productive of a noble
and agenerous result. The Order of Knights
Templars was established by some of those

devoted heroes, who were determined to
protect the pilgrims who followed them
from the dangers and difficulties through
which they themselves had passed, at times
with such remote prospects of success.
Many of the pilgrims having performed
their vow of visiting the holy shrine, returned home, to live upon the capital of
liety which their penitential pilgrimage
tlad gained for them but others, imitating
the example of the defenders of the sepulchre, doffed their pilgrim's garb and united
themselves with the knights who were
;

contending with their infidel foes, and thus
the Pilgrim Penitent, having by force of
necessity become a Pilgrim Warrior, ended
his warlike pilgrimage by assuming the
vows of a Knight Templar.
In this brief synopsis, the modern and
Masonic Knight Templar will find a
rational explanation of the ceremonies of
that degree.

Pilgrim Penitent. A

term in the
Masonic Templarism. It refers to
the pilgrimage, made as a penance for sin,
to the sepulchre of the Lord for the church
promised the remission of sins and various
spiritual advantages as the reward of the
pious and faithful pilgrim. See Pilgrim.

ritual of

;

Pilgrim's Shell. See Scallop Shell.
Pilgrim's Weeds. The costume of
a pilgrim was thus called. It may be deIn the first place, he
scribed as follows
solavina, or long gown, made of the
darkest colors and the coarsest materials,
bound by a leathern girdle, as an emblem
:

wore a

of his humility and an evidence of his
poverty a bourdon, or staff, in the form of
a long walking stick, with two knobs at the
top, supported his weary steps
the rosary
and cross, suspended from his neck, denoted
the religious character he had assumed a
scrip, or bag, held his scanty supply of proa pair of sandals on his feet, and
visions
a coarse round hat turned before, in the
front of which was fastened a scallop shell,
completed the rude toilet of the pilgrim of
;

;

;

;

:

this:

"

A silly man in

simple weeds forewom,

soiled with dust of the long dried way;
sandals were with toilsome travel torne.

And
His

And

face all tann'd with scorching

sunny

ray;

As he had
Through

travell'd

many a summer's

day.

boiling sands of Araby and Inde
hand a Jacob's staff to stay_
His weary limbs upon and eke behind
His scrip did hang, in which his needments
he did bind."

And

in his

;

Pilgrim Templar. The part of the
pilgrim represented in the ritual of the
Masonic Knights Templars' degree iaa
symbolic reference to the career of the pilgrim of the Middle Ages in his journey to
the sepulchre in the Holy Land. See Pilgrim.
Pilgrim Warrior. A term in the
It refers
ritual of Masonic Templarism.
to the pilgrimage of the knights to secure
possession of the holy places. This was
considered a pious duty. " Whoever goes
to Jerusalem," says one of the canons of
the Council of Clermont, " for the liberation of the Church of God, in a spirit of
devotion only, and not for the sake of glory
or of gain, that journey shall be esteemed
a substitute for eveiy kind of penance."
The difference between the pilgrim penitent and the pilgrim warrior was this
that the former bore only his staff, but the
latter wielded his sword.
Plller. The title given to each of the
conventual bailiffs orlieads of the eight
languages of the Order of Malta, and by
which they were designated in all official
It signifies a pillar or support of
records.
an edifice, and was metaphorically applied
to these dignitaries as if they were the
supports of the Order.
Pillar. In the earliesttimesitwas customary to perpetuate remarkable events, or
exhibit gratitude for providential favors,
by the erection of pillars, which by the
idolatrous races were dedicated to their
spurious gods. Thus Sanconiatho tells us
that Hypsourianos and Ousous, who lived
before the flood, dedicated two pillars to
the elements fire and air.
Among the
Egyptians the pillars were, in general, in
the form of obelisks from fifty to one hundred feet high, and exceedingly slender in
proportion. Upon their four sides hieroglyphics were often engraved. According
to Herodotus, they were first raised in
honor of the sun, and their pointed form
was intended to represent his rays. Many
of these monuments still remain.
In the antediluvian ages, the posterity of

PILLAR
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Seth erected pillars " for," says the Jewish
historian, "that their inventions might not
be lost before they were sufficiently known,
upon Adam's prediction, that the world
was to be destroyed at one time by the force
of fire, and at another time by the violence
of water, they made two pillars, the one of
brick, the other of stone; they inscribed
their discoveries on them both, that in case
the pillar of brick should be destroyed by

of the creative and generative energy of
Deity, and it is in these Phallic pillars
that we are to find the true origin of pillar
worship, which was only one form of
Phallic worship, the most predominant of
all the cults to which the ancients were

;
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addicted.

Pillars of Cloud
pillar of cloud that

and Fire.

The

went before the

Israelthe pillar of fire that prenight, in their journey

ites by day, and
the flood, the pillar of stone might remain, ceded them by
and exhibit those discoveries to mankind, through the wilderness, are supposed to be
and also inform them that there was another alluded to by the pillars of Jachin and
pillar of brick erected by them."
Jacob Boaz at the porch of Solomon's Temple.
erected a pillar at Bethel, to commemorate
find this symbolism at a very early
his remarkable vision of the ladder, and period in the last century, having been inafterwards another one at Galeed as a me- corporated into the lecture of the second
morial of his alliance with Laban. Joshua degree, where it still remains. " The pillar
erected one at Gilgal to perpetuate the re- on the right hand," says Calcott, [Cand.
membrance of his miraculous crossing of Disq., 66,) " represented the pillar of the
the Jordan. Samuel set up a pillar be- cloud, and that on the left the pillar of fire."
tween Mizpeh and Shen, on account of a If this symbolism be correct, the pillars
defeat of the Philistines, and Absalom
of the porch, like those of the wilderness,
erected another in honor of himself
would refer to the superintending and proThe doctrine of gravitation was unknown tecting power of Deity.
to the people of the primitive ages, and
Pillars of Enoch. Two pillars
they were unable to refer the support of erected by Enoch, for the preservation of
the earth in its place to this principle. the antediluvian inventions, and which are
Hence they looked to some other cause, repeatedly referred to in the " Legend of the
and none appeared to their simple and un- Craft," contained in the Old Constitutions,
philosophic minds more plausible than that and in the high degrees of modern times.
The Old Tes- See Enoch.
it was sustained by pillars.
tament abounds with reference to this idea.
Pillars of tbe Porch. The pillars
Hannah, in her song of thanksgiving, ex- most remarkable in Scripture history were
claims: "The pillars of the earth are the the two erected by Solomon at the porch of
Lord's, and he hath set the world upon the Temple, and which Josephus (Antiq.,
them." (ISam. ii. 8.) The Psalmist sig- lib. i., cap. ii.,) thus describes "Moreover,
this Hiram made two hollow pillars, whose
nifies the same doctrine in the following
outsides were of brass, and the thickness
text: "The earth and all the inhabitants
thereof are dissolved; I bear up the of the brass was four fingers' breadth, and
And Job the height of the pillars was eighteen
pillars of it."
(Ps. Ixxv. 3.)
" He shaketh the earth out of her cubits, (27 feet,) and the circumference
says
twelve cubits, (18 feet;) but there was cast
places, and the pillars thereof tremble."
All the old religions taught the with each of their chapiters lily-work, that
(xxvi. 7.)
same doctrine and hence pillars being re- stood upon the pillar, and it was elevated
garded as the supporters of the earth, they five cubits, (7J feet,) round about which
were adopted as the symbol of strength and there was net-work interwoven with small
To this, Dudley [Naology, 123,) palms made of brass, and covered the lilyfirmness.
To this also were hung two hundred
attributes the origin of pillar worship, work.
which prevailed so extensively among the pomegranates, in two rows. The one of
" The rev- these pillars he set at the entrance of the
idolatrous nations of antiquity.
erence," says he, "shown to columns, as porch on the right hand, (or sovth,) and
symbols of the power of the Deity, was called it Jachin, and the other at the left
readily converted into worship paid to hand, {or north,) and called it Boaz."
It has been supposed that Solomon, in
them as idols of the real presence." But
here I think he has fallen into a mistake. erecting these pillars, had reference to the
The double pillars or columns, acting as pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire which
an architectural support, were, it is true. went before the Israelites in the wilderness,
Symbols derived from a natural cause of and that the right hand or south pillar repBut resented the pillar of cloud, and the left
strength and permanent firmness.
there was another more prevailing sym- hand or north pillar represented that of
The monolith, or circular pillar, fire. Solomon did not simply erect them
bology.
standing alone, was, to the ancient mind, a as ornaments to the Temple, but as merepresentation of the Phallus, the symbol morials of God's repeated promises of sup-

We

:

:

;

—

;
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port to his people of Israel. For the pillar
yy (Jacldn), derived from the words ,"!
(Jah), "Jehovah," and J'Jn (achin), "to establish," signifies that "God will establish
his house of Israel " while the pillar fy^
"in" and
(Boaz), compounded of 3
strength," signifies that "in
IJ^ [oas), "
strength shall it be established." And thus
were the Jews, in passing through the
porch to the Temple, daily reminded of
the abundant promises of God, and inspired with confidence in his protection
and gratitude for his many acts of kindness to his chosen people.
There
The construction of these pillars.
is no part of the architecture of the ancient
;

Wj

—

Temple which

is

so difficult to be under-

stood in its details as the scriptural account of these memorable pillars. Freemasons, in general, intimately as their
symbolical signification is connected with
some of the most beautiful portions of their
ritual, appear to have but a confused notion of their construction and of the true
disposition of the various parts of which
they are composed. Mr. Ferguson says
(Smith, Diet. JBib.,) that there are no features connected with the Temple which
have given rise to so much controversy, or
been so difficult to explain, as the form of
these two pillars.
Their situation, according to Lightfoot,
was within the porch, at its very entrance,
and on each side of the gate. They were
therefore seen, one on the right and the
other on the left, as soon as the visitor
stepped within the porch. And this, it
will be remembered, in confirmation, is the
very spot in which Ezekiel (xi. 49,) places
the pillars that he saw in his vision of the
Temple. " The length of the porch was
twenty cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits
and he brought me by the steps whereby
they went up to it, and there were pillars
by the posts, one on this side, and another
on that side."
The assertion made by
some writers, that they were not columns
intended to support the roof, but simply
obelisks for ornament, is not sustained by
sufficient authority; and as Ferguson very
justly says, not only would the high roof
look painfully weak, but it would have
been impossible to construct it, with the
imperfect science of those days, without
some such support.
These pillars, we are told, were of brass,
as well as the chapiters that surmounted
them, and were cast hollow. The thickness
of the brass of each pillar was " four fingers,
or a hand's breadth," which is equal to
three inches. According to the accounts
in 1 Kings viii. 15, and in Jeremiah lii. 21,
the circumference of each pillar was twelve
cubits.
Now, according to the Jewish

computation, the cubit used in the meas-

urement of the Temple buildings was six
hands' breadth, or eighteen inches. According to the tables of Bishop Cumberland,
the cubit was rather more, he making it
about twenty-two inches but I adhere to
the measure laid down by the Jewish writers as probably more correct, and certain;

more simple for calculation. The circumference of each pillar, reduced by this
scale to English measure, would be eighteen
feet, and ila diameter about six.
ly

The reader of the scriptural accounts of
these pillars will be not a little puzzled
with the apparent discrepancies that are
found in the estimates of their height as
given in the Books of Kings and Chronicles.
In the former book, it is said that
their height was eighteen cubits, and in
the latter

it

was

thirty-five,

which

latter

height Whiston observes would be contrary
But the
to all the rules of architecture.
discrepancy is easily reconciled by supposing which, indeed, must have been the
case that in the Book of Kings the pillars
are spoken of separately, and that in
Chronicles their aggregate height is calculated and the reason why, in this latter
book, their united height is placed at thirtyfive cubits instead of thirty-six, which
would be the double of eighteen, is because
they are there measured as they appeared
with the chapiters upon them. Now half
a cubit of each pillar was concealed in
what Lightfoot calls "the whole of the
chapiter," that is, half a cubit's depth of
the lower edge of the chapiter covered the
top of the pillar, making each pillar, apparently, only seventeen and a half cubits'
high, or the two thirty-five cubits as laid
down in the Book of Chronicles.
This is a much better method of reconciling the discrepancy than that adopted
by Calcott, who supposes that the pedestals
of the pillars were seventeen cubits high
a violation of every rule of architectural
proportion with which we would be reluctant to charge the memory of so " cunning
a workman " as Hiram the Builder. The
account in Jeremiah agrees with that in the
Book of Kings. The height, therefore, of
each of these pillars was, in English measure, twenty-seven feet.
The diapiter or
pomel was five cubits, or seven and a half
i'eet more; but as half a cubit, or nine

—

—

;

common to both pillar and
whole height from flie ground
to tne top of the chapiter was twenty-two
cubits and a half, or thirty-three feet and

inches, was
chapiter, the

nine inches.

Mr. Ferguson has come to a difierent
conclusion. He says in the article Temple,
in Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, that "according to 1 Kings

vii. 15,

the pillars were

:

PILLARS
eighteen cubits high, and twelve in circumference, with capitals five cubits in height.
Above this was (ver. 19) another member,
called also chapiter of lily-work, four cubits
in height, but which, from the second mention of it in ver. 22, seems more probably
to have been an entablature, which is necessary to complete the order. As these
members make out twenty-seven cubits,
leaving three cubits, or 4J feet, for the slope
of the roof, the whole design seems reasonHe calculates, of course,
able and proper."
on the authority of the Book of Kings,
that the height of the roof of the porch
was thirty cubits, and assumes that these
pillars were columns by which it was supported, and connected with it by an entablature.

PILLARS
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" And upon the top of the pillars was
so was the work of the pillars

lily-work

;

finished."

Let us endeavor to render this description,

and

which appears somewhat confused
and more com-

unintelligible, plainer

prehensible.
The " nets of checker-work"

ornament mentioned.
translated

are

in

is

the

first

The words thus

the original '33LJ'
Lightfoot prefers

HDDtJ' ntl'J^D. which

rendering " thickets of branch work " and
he thinks that the true meaning of the
passage is, that " the chapiters were curiously wrought with branch work, seven
goodly branches standing up from the
belly of the oval, and their boughs and
;

and lovelily inte.rmingled
and interwoven one with another." He
derives his reason for this version from
the fact that the same word, HDDtJ') is

leaves curiously

pillars was surmounted by
a chapiter, which was five cubits, or seven
and a half feet in heiglit. The shape and
construction of this chapiter require some

Each of these

translated, "thicket" in the

passage in
Genesis (xxii. 13,) where the ram is described as being " caught in a thicket by
his horns ;" and in various other passages
the word is to be similarly translated.
so used in Esther vi. 8, to designate the But, on the other hand, we find it used in
royal diadem of the king of Persia. The the Book of Job, where it evidently signiOhaldaic version expressly calls the chapi- fies a net made of meshes: " For he is cast
ter "a crown ;" but Rabbi Solomon, in his into a net by his own feet and he walketh
commentary, uses the word VdiS, {pomel,) upon a snare." (Job xvii. 8.) In 2 Kings
signifying "a globe or spherical body," i. 2, the same word is used, where our
and Rabbi Gershom describes it as "like translators have rendered it a lattice;
two crowns joined together." Lightfoot " Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in
says, " it was a huge, great oval, five cubits his upper chamber."
I am, therefore, not
high, and did not only sit upon the head inclined to adopt the emendation of Lightof the pillars, but also flowered or spread foot, but rather coincide with the received
them, being larger about, a great deal, than version, as well as the Masonic tradition,
the pillars themselves." The Jewi-sh com- that this ornament was a simple net-work
mentators say that the two lower cubits of or fabric consisting of reticulated lines
its surface were entirely plain, but that in other words, a lattice-work.
the three upper were richly ornamented.
The "wreaths of chain-work" that are
To this ornamental part we now come.
next spoken of are less difiicult to be
In the First Book of Kings, ch. vii., verses understood.
The word here translated
17, 20, 22, the ornaments of the chapiters " wreath " is Q'''71J, and is to be found in
are thus described
Deuteronomy xxii. 12, where it distinctly
" And nets of checker-work and wreaths means fringes : " Thou shalt make thee
of chain-work, for the chapiters which fringes upon the four quarters of thy veswere upon the tops of the pillars ; seven ture." Fringes it should also be translated
" The fringes of chain-work," I supfor the one chapiter, and seven for the here.
other chapiter.
pose, were therefore attached to, and hung
" And he made the pillars, and two rows down from, the net-work spoken of above,
round about upon the one net-work, to and were probably in this case, as when
cover the chapiters that were upon the top, used upon the garments of the Jewish high
with pomegranates ; and so did he for the priest, intended as a "memorial of the
other chapiter.
law."
" And the chapiters that were upon the
The "lily-work" is the last brnament
top of the pillars were of lily-work in the that demands our attention. And here the
porch, four cubits.
description of Lightfoot is so clear and evi" And the chapiters upon the two pillars dently correct, that I shall not hesitate to
had pomegranates also above, over against quote it at length. " At the head of the
the belly, which was by the net-work ; and pillar, even at the setting on of the chapithe pomegranates were two hundred in ter, there was a curious and a large border
rows, round about upon the other chapiter. or circle of lily-work, which stood out four
consideration. The Hebrew word which
is used in this place is ri~ini3, (koteret.)
Its root is to be found in the word "IHDj
{keter,) which signified " a crown," and is

—

3Y
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cubits under the chapiter, and then turned
down, every lily or long tongue of brass,
with a neat bending, and so seemed as a
flowered crown to tlie head of the pillar,
and as a curious garland whereon the
chapiter had its seat."
There is a very common error among
Masons, which has been fostered by the
plates in our Monitors, that there were
on the pillars chapiters, and that these
chapiters were again surmounted by globes.
The truth, however, is that the chapiters
themselves were " the pomels or globes,"
to which our lecture, in the Fellow Craft's
degree, alludes. This is evident from what
has already been said in the first part of
the preceding description. The lily here
spoken of is not at all related, as might be
that one
supposed, to tlie common lily
spoken of in the New Testament. It was
a species of the lotus, the Nymphsea lotos,
or lotus of the Nile. This was among the
Egyptians a sacred plant, found everywhere on their monuments, and used in
It is evitheir architectural decorations.
dent, from their description in Kings, that
the pillars of the porch of King Solomon's
Temple were copied from the pillars of the
Egyptian temples. The maps of the earth
and the charts of the celestial constellations which are sometimes said to have
been engraved upon these globes, must be
referred to the pillars, where, according to
Oliver, a Masonic tradition places them
an ancient custom, instances of which we
find in profane history.
This is, however,
by no means of any importance, as the
symbolic allusion is perfectly well preserved in the shapes of the chapiters, without the necessity of any such geographical
or astronomical engraving upon them.
For being globidar, or nearly so, they may
be justly said to have represented the celestial and terrestrial spheres.
The true description, then, of these

net-work was carved, which extended over
whole upper surface. To the bottom of
this net-work was suspended a series of
fringes, and on these again were carved two
rows of pomegranates, one hundred being
in each row.
This description, it seems to me, is the
only one that can be reconciled with the
various passages in the Books of Kings,
Chronicles, and Josephus, which relate to
these pillars, and the only one that can
give the Masonic student a correct conception of the architecture of these important
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memorable

pillars, is

simply

this.

Imme-

diately within the porch of the Temple,
and on each side of the door, were placed

two hollow brazen pillars. The height of
each was twenty-seven feet, the diameter
about six feet, and the thickness of the
brass three inches. Above the pillar, and
covering its upper part to the depth of
nine inches, was an oval body or chapiter
seven feet and a half in height. Springing
out from the pillar, at the junction of the
chapiter with it, was a row of lotus petals,
which, first spreading around the chapiter,
afterwards gently curved downwards towards the pillar, something like the Acanthus leaves on the capital of a Corinthian
column. About two-fifths of the distance
from the bottom of the chapiter, or just
below its most bulging part, a tissue of

its

symbols.

And now as to the Masonic symbolism
of these two pillars. As symbols they
have been very universally diffused and are
Nor are they of a
to be found in all rites.
very recent date, for they are depicted on
the earliest tracing-boards, and are alluded
to in the catechisms before the middle of
the last century. Nor is this surprising;
for as the symbolism of Freemasonry is
founded on the Temple of Solomon, it was
to be expected that these important parts
of the Temple would be naturally included
in the system. But at first the pillars appear to have been introduced into the lectures rather as parts of a historical detail
an idea which
than as significant symbols
seems gradually to have grown up. Tlie
catechism of 1731 describes their name,
their size, and their material, but says
nothing of their symbolic import. Yet
this had been alluded to in the scriptural
account of them, which says that the names

—

bestowed upon them were significant.

What was the original or scriptural symbolism of the pillara has been very well explained by Dudley, in his Naology. He
says, (p. 121,) that " the pillars represented
the sustaining power of the great God.
The flower of the lotus or water-lily rises
from a root growing at the bottom of the
water, and maintains its position on the
surface by

its

comes more or
quires

columnar

stalk,

which be-

less straight as occasion re-

it is therefore aptly symbolical of
tne power of the Almighty constantly employed to secure the safety of all the world.
The chapiter is the body or mass of the
earth
the pomegranates, fruits remarkable for the number of their seeds, are
symbols of fertility; the wreaths, drawn
variously over the surface of the chapiter
or globe, indicate the courses of the heavenly bodies in the heavens around the
earth, and the variety of the seasons.
The
pillars were properly placed in the porch
or portico of the Temple, for they suggested
just ideas of the power of the Almighty, of
the entire dependence of man upon "him,
the Creator; and doing this, they exhorted
;

;

all to fear, to love,

and obey him."

PINCEAU

PLOT

It was, however, Hutchinson who first
Introduced the symbolic idea of the pillars
" The
into the Masonic system. He says
pillars erected at the porch of the Temple
were not only ornamental, but also carried
with them an emblematical import in their

other officers, places. This distinction is
not observed in the higher degrees. See

:

names Boaz

being, in its literal translation,
in thee is strength; and Jachin, it shall be esiablished, which, by a very natural transposition, may be put thus
Lord, thou art
mighty, and thy power is established from
everlasting to everlasting."
Preston subsequently introduced the
symbolism, considerably enlarged, into his
system of lectures. He adopted the reference to the pillars of fire and cloud, which
is still retained.
The Masonic symbolism of the two pillars may be considered, without going into
minute details, as being twofold. First,
in reference to the names of the pillars,
they are symbols of the strength and stabUtty of the Institution
and then in reference to the ancient pillars of fire and cloud,
they are symbolic of our dependence on the
:

:

O

;

superintending guidance of the Grand
Architect of the Universe, by which alone
that strength and stability are secured.
Pinceau. French, a pencil ; but in
the technical language of French Masonry
Hence, in the minutes of
it is a pen.
French Lodges, tenir le pinceau means to act
as Secretary.

Pine Cone. The tops or points of the
rods of deacons are often surmounted by a
pine cone or pineapple. This is in imitation of the Thyrsus, or sacred staff of Bacchus, which was a lance or rod enveloped
in leaves of ivy, and having on the top
a cone or apple of the pine. To it surprising virtues were attributed, and it was
introduced into the Dionysiac mysteries as
a sacred symbol.
Pirlet. The name of a tailor of Paris,
who, in 1762, organized a body called
" Council of Knights of the East," in opposition to the Council of Emperors of the
East and West.

Pins VII. On the 13th

August, 1814,
issued an edict forbidding
the meetings of all secret societies, and especially the Freemasons and Carbonari,
under heavy corporal penalties, to which

Pope Pius VII.
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Stations.

Planclie Trac^e.

The name by

which the minutes are designated in French
Lodges. LiiersiWy planche is a board, and
,

delineated. The planche tracee is
therefore the board on which the plans of
the Lodge have been delineated.
tracee,

Plans and Designs.

The plans

and designs on the Trestle-Board of the
Master, by which the building is erected,
are, in Speculative Masonry, symbolically
referred to the moral plans and designs of
life by which we are to construct our spiritual temple, and in the direction of which
we are to be instructed by some recognized
Divine authority.

See Trestle-Board.
See Academy,

Platonic Academy.
Platonic.

Plenty. The ear of corn, or sheaf of
wheat, is, in the Masonic system, the symbol of plenty. In ancient iconography,
the goddess Plenty was represented by a
young nymph crowned with flowers, and
holding in the right hand the horn of
Amalthea, the goat that suckled Jupiter,
and in her left a bundle of sheaves of
wheat, from which the ripe grain is falling
profusely to the ground. There have been
some differences in the representation of
the goddess on various medals
but, as
Montfaucon shows, the ears of corn are an
indispensable part of the symbolism. See
;

Shibboleth.

Plot Mannscript. Dr. Plot, in his
History of Staffordshire, speaks of " a scrole
or parchment volume," in the possession
of the Masons of the seventeenth century,
in which it is stated that the " charges and
manners were after perused and approved
by King Henry VI." Dr. Oliver ( Golden
Remains, iii. 35,) thinks that Plot here referred to what is known as the Leland MS.,
which, if true, would be a proof of the authenticity of that document. Bui Oliver
gives no evidence of the correctness of his
assumption. It is more probable that the
manuscript which Dr. Plot loosely quotes
has not yet been recovered.

Plot, M.D., Robert. Born in 1651,
and died in 1696. He was a Professor of
Chemistry at Oxford, and Keeper of the
were to be added, according to the malig- Ashmolean Museum, to which position he
nity of the cases, partial or entire_ confisca- had been appointed by Elias Ashmole, to
tion of goods, or a pecuniary fine. The whom, however, he showed but little gratDr. Plot published, in 1686, The
edict also renewed the bull of Clement XII., itude.
by which the punishment of death was Natural History of Staffordshire, a work
incurred by those who obstinately per- in which he went out of his way to attack
An able defence
sisted in attending the meetings of Free- the Masonic institution.
masons.

In strict Masonic ritualism
the positions occupied by the Master and

Place.

Wardens

are called stations ; those of the

against this attack will be found in the
third volume of Oliver's Golden Remains

of the Early Masonic Writers. The work
of Dr. Plot is both interesting and valu-
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able to tlie Masonic student, as it exhibits can show any of these signs to a fellow of
the condition of Freemasonry in the latter the Society, whom they otherwise call an
part of the seventeenth century, certainly, Accepted Mason, he is obliged presently to
if not at a somewhat earlier period, and come to him, from what company or place
is an anticipated answer to the assertions
soever he be in nay, though from the top
of the iconoclasts who would give Freema- of a steeple, what hazard or inconvenience
sonry its birth in 1717. For this purpose, soever he run, to know his pleasure and
I insert so much of his account as refers to assist him ; viz., if he want work, he is
bound to find him some; or if he cannot
the customs of the society in 1686.
" They have a custom in Staffordshire, do that, to give him money, or otherwise
of admitting men into the Society of Free- support him till work can be had, which is
masons, that in the Morelands of this one of their articles ; and it is another, that
country seems to be of greater request they advise the masters they work for acthan anywhere else, though I find that the cording to the best of their skill, acquaintcustom spread more or less all over the ing them with the goodness or badness of
nation; for here I found persons of the their materials, and if they be any way
most eminent quality that did not disdain out in the contrivance of the buildings,
to be of this fellowship nor, indeed, need modestly rectify them in it, that Masonry
they, were it of that antiquity and honor, be not dishonored; and many such like
that is pretended in a large parchment that are commonly known but some others
volume they have amongst them, contain- they have (to which they are sworn after
ing the history and rules of the Craft of their fashion) that none know but themMasonry, which is there deduced not only selves." (MU. Mist, of Staffordshire, ch. viii.,
from sacred writ, but profane story par- p. 316.)
ticularly that it was brought into England
An instrument used by Operby St. Amphibalus, and first communi- ative Masons to erect perpendicular lines,
cated to St. Alban, who set down the and adopted in Speculative Masonry as
charges of Masonry, and was made pay- one of the working-tools of a Fellow Craft.
master and governor of the king's works, It is a symbol of rectitude of conduct, and
and gave them charges and manners as St. inculcates that integrity of life and undeAmphibalus had taught him, which were viating course of moral uprightness which
after confirmed by King Athelstan, whose can alone distinguish the good and just
youngest son Edwyn loved well Masonry, man. As the operative workman erects hia
took upon him the charges, and learned the temporal building with strict observance
manners, and obtained for them of his of that plumb-line, which will not permit
father a free charter.
Whereupon he him to deviate a hair's breadth to the right
caused them to assemble at York, and to or to the left, so the speculative Mason,
bring all the old books of tlieir Craft, and guided by the unerring principles of right
out of them ordained such charges and and truth inculcated in tne symbolic teachmanners as they then thought fit ; which ings of the same implement, is steadfast in
charges in the said scrole, or parchment the pursuit of truth, neither bending bevolume, are in part declared and thus was neath the frowns of adversity nor yielding
the Craft of Masonry grounded and con- to the seductions of prosperity.
firmed in England. It is also there deTo the man thus just and upright, the
clared that these charges and manners Scriptures attribute, as necessary parts of
were after perused and approved by King his character, kindness and liberality, temHenry VI. and his council, both as to perance and moderation, truth and wisdom;
Masters and fellows of this Right Wor- and the Pagan poet Horace (lib. iii., od. 3,)
shipful Craft.
pays, in one of his most admired odes, an
" Into which Society, when they are ad- eloquent tribute to the stern immutability
mitted, they call a meeting (or Lodge, as of the man who is upright and tenacious
they term it in some places), which must of purpose.
consist at least of five or six of the ancients
It is worthy of notice that, in most lanof the Order, whom the candidates present guages, the word which is used in a direct
with gloves, and so likewise to their wives, sense to indicate straightness of course or
and entertain with a collation, according perpendicularity of position, is also emto the custom of the place this ended, they ployed in a figurative sense to express upproceed to the admission of them, which rightness of conduct. Such are the Lacm
chiefly consists in the communication of "rectum," which signifies at the same time
certain secret signs, whereby they are a right line and honesty or integrity; the
known to one another all over the nation, Greek bp&6c, which means straight, standing
by which means they have maintenance upright, and also equitable, just, true ; and
whither ever they travel, for if any man the Hebrew tsedek, which in a physical
appear, though altogether unknown, that sense denotes rightness, straightness, and in
;

;

;

;

Plumb.

;

:

;

PLUMB-LINE
a moral, what

and
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a convenient method of assisting the
memory. But the imagination, which might
ity,
have been occupied in the higher walks of
crooked.
poetry, seems in Freemasonry to have been
As to the name, it may be remarked that expended in the construction of its symplumb is the word used in Speculative bolism, which may, however, be considered
Masonry. Webster says that as a noun often as the results of true poetic genius.
the word is seldom used except in compo- There are, besides the songs, of which the
sition.
Its constant use, therefore, in Ma- number in all languages is very great, an
sonry, is a peculiarity.
abundance of prologues and epilogues,
Plumb-Ivine. A line to which a of odes and anthems, some of which are not

word

is

RIGHT

right

Just.

as

partakes of this peculiarright being not wrong, as well as not

_

_

piece of lead is attached so as to make
it hang perpendicularly,
The plumb-line,
sometimes called simply the line, is one of
the working-tools of the Past Master.
According to Preston, it was
one of the instruments of Masonry
which was presented to the Master

of a Lodge at his installation, and
he defines its symbolism as follows:
" The line teaches the criterion of
rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in
conversation and action, and to direct our steps in the path which
leads to immortality." This idea

discreditable to their authors or to the In-

But I know of very few poems
on Masonic subjects of any length. The
French have indulged more than any other
nation in this sort of composition, and the
earliest Masonic poem with which I am acquainted is one published at Frankfort,
1756, with the title of Noblesse des FrancMa(pns ov Institution de leur Soditi avant le

stitution.

deluge universel
le Deluge.

et

de son renouvellement apria

It was printed anonymously, but the authorship of it is attributed to M. Jartigue.
It is a transfer to verse of all the Masonic
myths contained in the " Legend of the
Craft" and the traditional history of Anderson. Neither the material nor the execution
exempt the author from Horace's denunciation of poetic mediocrity.
In the Old Constitutions
known as the Halliwell MS., there are fifteen regulations which are called points.
The fifteen articles which precede are said
to have been in existence before the meeting at York, and then only collected after
search, while the fifteen points were then
enacted. Thus we are told

of the immortal life was always A
connected in symbology with that of the
perpendicular
something that rose directly upwards.
Thus in the primitive
church, the worshipping Christians stood up
at prayer on Sunday, as a reference to the
Points.
Lord's resurrection on that day. This symbolism is not, however, preserved in the
yerse of the prophet Amos, (vii. 7,) which
is read in this country as the Scripture
passage of the second degree, where it
seems rather to refer to the strict justice
which God will apply to the people of Israel.
It there coincides with the first
Fifteen artyculus they there sougton, (sought,
Masonic definition that the line
fownd ont,)
teaches the criterion of moral rectiAnd fifteen poyntys there they wrogton,

—

—

tude.

Plumb-Rllle. A n arrow board,
having a plumb-line suspended from
its top and a perpendicular mark
through its middle. It is one of the
working-tools of a Fellow Craft, but
in Masonic language is called the
Plumb, which see.
Plurality of Votes. See Majority.
Poetry of Masonry. Although
Freemasonry has been distinguished more
than any other single institution for the
number of verses to which it has given
birth, it has not produced any poetry of a
very high order, except a few lyrical efiiisions.
Ehyme, although not always of
transcendent merit, has been a favorite
form of conveying its instructions. The

(wrought, enacted.)

The points referred to in the ritualistic
phrase, " arts, parts, and points of the hidden mysteries of Masonry," are the rules
and regulations of th e Institution Phill ips'
New World of Words (edit. 1706) defines
point as " an head or chief matter." It is
in this sense that we speak of the " points
of Masonry."
.

Points of Entrance, Perfect.
In the earliest lectures of the last century
these were called " Principal Points." The
designation of

them

Entrance" was of a

as " Perfect Points of
later date.
They are

both in the English and the
American systems. Their specific names,
and their allusion to the four cardinal viroldest of the Constitutions, that known tues, are the same in both
but the verbal
explanations differ, although not substanas the Halliwell MS., is written in verse
and almost all the early catechisms of the tially. They are so called because they refer
degrees were in the form of rhyme, which, to four important points of the initiation.
although often doggerel in character, served The Guttural refers to the entrance upon
described

;

:

;

POINTS

POINT

the penal responsibilities ; the Pectoral, to
the entrance into the Lodge; the Manual,
to the entrance on the covenant ; and the
Pedal, to the entrance on the instructions
ia the north-east.

aside;
footsteps to halt, or wrath turn them
but with eager alacrity and swiftness oi
exerfoot, we should press forward in the
cise of charity and kindness to a distressed

590

Points of Fellowsbip, Five.
There are duties owing by every Mason to
his brethren, and which, from their sym-

fellow-creature.
" Secondly. In our devotions to Almighty
God, we should remember a brother's wel-

fare as our own
for the prayers of a ferbolic allusion to certain points of the body, vent and sincere heart will find no less
and from the lesson of brotherly love which favor in the sight of Heaven, because the
they teach, are called the " Five Points of petition for self is mingled with aspirations
Fellowship." They are symbolically illus- of benevolence for a friend.
trated in the third degree, and have been
"Thirdly. When a brother intrusts to
summed up by Oliver as " assisting a our keeping the secret thoughts of his
brother in his distress, supporting him in bosom, prudence and fidelity should place
his virtuous undertakings, praying for his a sacred seal upon our lips, lest, in an unwelfare, keeping inviolate his secrets, and guarded moment, we betray the solemn
vindicating his reputation as well in his ab- trust confided to our honor.
sence as in his presence." (Landm., i. 185.)
"Fourthly. When adversity has visited
Cole, in the Freemasons' Library, (p. our brother, and his calamities call for our
190,) gives the same ideas in diffuser lan- aid, we should cheerfully and liberally
guage, as follows
stretch forth the hand of kindness, to save
" First. When
the necessities of a him from sinking, and to relieve his necesbrother call for my aid and support, I will sities.
" Fifthly. While with candor and kindbe ever ready to lend him such assistance,
to save him from sinking, as may not be ness we should admonish a brother of his
detrimental to myself or connections, if I faults, we should never revile his character
find him worthy thereof.
behind his back, but rather, when attacked
" Second. Indolence shall not cause my by others, support and defend it."
footsteps to halt, nor wrath turn them aside
I have said that the difference here is apbut forgetting every selfish consideration, I parently only in the order of enumeration,
will be ever swift of foot to serve, help, and but really there is an important difference
execute benevolence to a fellow-creature in in the symbols on which the instructions
In the old system, the symdistress, and more particularly to a brother are founded.
Mason.
bols are the hand, the foot, the knee, the
" Third. When I offer up my ejaculations breast, and the back. In the new system,
to Almighty God, a brother's welfare I will tlie first symbol or the hand is omitted, and
remember as my own for as the voices of the mouth and the ear substituted. I have
;

;

babes and sucklings ascend to the Throne of
Grace, so most assuredly will the breathings of a fervent heart arise to the mansions of bliss, as our prayers are certainly
required of each other.
" Fourth. A brother's secrets, delivered
to me as such, I will keep as I would my
own; as betraying that trust might be
doing him the greatest injury he could sustain in this mortal life nay, it would be
like the villany of an assassin, who lurks
in darkness to stab his adversary, when
unarmed and least prepared to meet an
;

enemy.

A

" Fifth.
brother's character I will support in his absence as I would in his presI will not wrongfully revile him
ence
:

myself, nor will I suffer it to be done by
others, if in my power to prevent it."
The enumeration of these Points by some
other more recent authorities differs from
Cole's, apparently, only in the order in
which the Points are placed. The latter
order is given as follows in Mackey's Lexicon of Freemasonry
.-

" First. Indolence should not cause our

no doubt that this omission of the first and
insertion of the last are innovations, which
sprung up in 1842 at the Baltimore Convention, and the enumeration given by
Cole is the old and genuine one, which was
originally taught in England by Preston,
and

in this country

by Webb.

Points, Twelve Grand. See Twelve
Orand

Points.

Point within a Circle.

This is a
symbol of great interest and importance,
and brings us into close connection with
the early symbolism of the solar orb and
the universe, which was predominant in
the ancient sun-worship. The lectures of
Freemasonry give what modern Monitors
have made an exoteric explanation of the
symbol, in telling us that the point represents an individual brother, the circle the
boundary line of his duty to Gnd and man,
and the two perpendicular parallel lines
the patron saints of the Order
St. John
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist.
But that this was not always its symbolic

—

we may collect from the true
history of its connection with the phallus

signification,

POINT

POLAND

of the Ancient Mysteries.
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The phallus, as one stone in the centre of greater altihave already shown under the word, was tude.
among the Egyptians the symbol of fecunAmong the Scandinavians, the hall of
dity, expressed by the male generative Odin contained twelve seats, disposed in
principle.
It was communicated from the the form of a circle, for the principal gods,
rites of Osiris to the religious festivals with an elevated seat in the centre for Odin.
of Greece. Among the Asiatics the same Scandinavian monuments of this form are
emblem, under the name of lingam, was, in still to be found in Scania, Zealand, and
connection with the female principle, wor- Jutland.
shipped as the symbols of the Great Father
But it is useless to multiply examples of
and Mother, or producing causes of the hu- the prevalence of this symbol among the
man race, after their destruction by the ancients. And now let us apply this knowldeluge. On this subject. Captain Wilford edge to the Masonic symbol.
(Asiat.Bes.,) remarks " that it was believed
We have seen that the phallus and the
in India, that, at the general deluge, every- point within a circle come from the same
thing was involved in the common destruc- source, and must have been identical in
tion except the male and female principles, signification. "But the phallus was the
or organs of generation, which were des- symbol of fecundity, or the male generative
tined to produce a new race, and to repeo- principle, which by the ancients was supple the earth when the waters had subsided posed to be the sun, (they looking to the
from its surface. The female principle, creature and not to the Creator,) because by
symbolized by the moon, assumed the form the sun's heat and light the earth is made
of a lunette or crescent; while the male prolific, and its productions are brought to
principle, symbolized by the sun, assuming maturity. The point within the circle was
the form of the lingam, placed himself erect then originally the symbol of the sun; and
in the centre of the lunette, like the mast as the lingam of India stood in the centre
of a ship. The two principles, in this of the lunette, so it stands within the centre
united form, floated on the surface of the of the Universe, typified by the circle, imwaters during the period of their prevalence pregnating and vivifying it with its heat.
on the earth; and thus became the pro- And thus the astronomers have been led to
genitors of a new race of men." Here, then, adopt the same figure
as their symbol
was the first outline of the point within a of the sun.
circle, representing the principle of fecunNow it is admitted that the Lodge repredity, and doubtless the symbol, connected sents the world or the universe, and the
with a different history, that, namely, of Master and Wardens within it represent
Osiris, was transmitted by the Indian phil- the sun in three positions.
Thus we arrive
osophers to Egypt, and to the other na- at the true interpretation of the Masonic
tions, who derived, as I have elsewhere symbolism of the point within the circle.
shown, all their rites from the East.
It is the same thing, but under a different
It wa.s in deference to this symbolism form, as the Master and Wardens of a
that, as Higgins remarks {Anacal., ii. 306,) Lodge.
The Master and Wardens are symcircular t«mples were in the very earliest bols of the sun, the Lodge of the universe,
ages universally erected in cyclar numbers or world, just as the point is the symbol of
the same sun, and the surrounding circle
to do honor to the Deity.
In India, stone circles, or rather their of the universeruins, are everywhere found; among the
Poland. Freemasonry was introduced
oldest of which, according to Moore, [Panth. into Poland, in 1736, by the Grand Lodge of
242,) is that of Dipaldiana, and whose exe- England; but in 1739 theLodges were closed
cution will compete with that of the Greeks. in consequence of the edict of King AugusIn the oldest monuments of the Druids we tus II., who enforced the bull of Pope
find, as at Stonehenge and Abury, the cir- Clement XII. From 1742 to 1749 Masonry
cle of stones.
In fact, all the temples of was revived and several Lodges erected,
the Druids were circular, with a single which flourished for a time, but afterwards
stone erected in the centre. A Druidical fell into decay. In 1766 Count Mosrynski
monument in Pembrokeshire, called Y sought to put it on a better footing, and in
Cromlech, is described as consisting of 1769 a Grand Lodge was formed, of which
several rude stones pitched on end in a cir- he was chosen Grand Master. The Grand
cular order, and in the midst of the circle a Lodge of England recognized this body as
vast stone placed on several pillars. Near a Provincial Grand Lodge. On the first
Keswick, in Cumberland, says Oliver, {Signs division of Poland, the labors of the Grand
and /Symbols, 174,) is another specimen of Lodge were suspended but they were reOn a hill stands a vived in 1773 by Count Bruhl, who introthis Druidical symbol.
circle of forty stones placed perpendicularly, duced the ritual of the Strict Observance,
of about five feet and a half in height, and established several new Lodges, and ac1

O
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knowledged the supremacy of the United Gesenius says, everywhere implies separaLodges of Germany. There was a Lodge tion, and the adverbial hj, kot, wholly,
in Warsaw, working in the French Rite, altogether.
Polycronlcoo. Ranulf Higden, a
under the authority of the Grand Orient
of France, and another under the English monk of Chester, who died in 1500, wrote
system. These diftereuces of Rites created under this title a Latin chronicle, which
many dissensions, but in August, 1781, the was afterwards translated into Enriish by
Lodge Catherine of the Xortli Star received John Trevisa, and published by William
a Warrant as a Provincial Grand Lodge, Caxton, in 1482, as The Polycranicon ;
and on December 27 of tbe same year the "conteynyng the Berynges and Dedes of
body was organized, and Ignatius Pococki many Tynies." Another edition was pubelected Grand Master of all Polish and lished (though, perhaps, it was the same
Lithuanian Ijodges, the English system book with a new title) by Wynkyn de
being provisionally adopted. In 1794, with Woorde, in 1486, as Policronicon, in which
the dissolution of the kingdom, the Lodges booke ben comprysed bryefiy many xnonderj'ul
in the Russian and Austrian portions of hystoryes, Englished by one li-erisa, virarye
the partition were suppressed, and those of Barkley, etc., a copy of which sold in
only in Prussian Poland continued their 1857 for £37. There was another transexistence. Upon the creation, by Napoleon, lation in the same century by an unknown
of tbe Grand Duchy of Warsaw, a Grand author. The two translations made the
Orient of Poland was immediately estab- book fitmiliar to the English public, with
This body continued in operation whom it was at one time a favorite work.
lished.
until 1823, with more than forty Lodges It was much used by the compiler or comunder its obedience. In November of that pilers of the Old Constitutions now known
year the Order was interdicted in conse- as the Cooke Manuscript. Indeed, I have
quence of the ukase of the Emperor Alexander prohibiting all secret societies, and
Durall the Lodges were thereon closed.
ing the revolt of 1 830 a few Lodges arose,
but they lasted only until the iusurrection
was suppressed.
Politics. There is no charge more
fi:equently made against Freemasonry than
that of its tendency to revolution, and
conspiracy,

and

which may

affect

to political organizations

the peace of society or
interfere with the rights of governments.
It was the substance of all Barruel's and
Robison's accusations, that the Jacobinism
of France and Germany was nurtured in
the Lodges of those countries it was the
theme of all the denunciations of the antiMasons of our own land, that the Order
was seeking a political ascendancy and an
undue influence over the government it
has been the unjust accusation of every
enemy of the Institution in all times past,
that its object and aim is the possession of
power and control in the affairs of state.
It is in vain that history records no instance of this unlawful connection between
Freemasonry and politics; it is in vain
that the libeller is directed to the Ancient
Constitutions of the Order, which expressly
forbid such connection
the libel is still
written, and Jlasoiiry is again and again
condemned as a political club.
A significant word in the
;

;

;

Polkal.

high degrees, which means altogether «<yaraferf,

in allusion to the disunited condition

of the Masonic Order at the time, divided

was into various and conflicting rites.
is corrupted from pa/col, and is
derived from the radical '?fl, pal, which, as
as

it

The word

little doubt that the writers of the old
Masonic records borrowed from the Poly-

very

cronicon

many

of their early legends of

Masonry. In 1865 there was published at
London, under the authority of the Master
of the Rolls, an edition of the original Latin
chronicle, with both the English translations, that of Treyisa and that of the un-

known

writer.

Pomegranate.

The pomegranate,

as a symbol,

was known

vii. 15,) it is

said that the artificer "made
to set upon

to and highly esteemed by the nations of antiquity. In
the description of the pillars which stood
at the porch of the Temple, (see 1 Kings

two chapiters of molten brass
the tops of the pillars."

Now

the

Hebrew

word caphtorim, which has been translated
" chapiters," and for which, in Amos ix. 1,
the word " lintel " has been incorrectly substituted, (though the marginal reading corrects the error,) signifies an artificial large
pome^anate, or globe. The original meaning_ IS not preserved in the Septuagint,
which has ai^atpu-nip, nor in the Vulgate,
which uses "sphserula," both meaning
simply " a round ball." But Josephus, in
his Antiqvities, has kept to the literal Hebrew. It was customary to place such
ornaments upon the tops or heads of
columns, ana in other situations.
The
skirt of Aaron's robe was ordered to be
decorated with golden bells and pomegranates, and they were among the ornaments fixed upon the golden candelabra.
There seems, therefore, to have been attached to this fruit some mystic signification, to which it is indebted for the veneration thus paid to it. If so, this mystic

POMEGKANATE
meaning should be traced

PONTIFF

into spurious

Freemasonry; for there, after all, if there
be any antiquity in our Order, we shall iind
the parallel of all its rites and ceremonies.
The Syrians at Damascus worshipped an
idol which they called Bimmon.
This was
the same idol that was worshipped by Naa-

man

before his conversion, as recorded in
the Second Book of Kings. The learned
have not been able to agree as to the nature
of this idol, whether he was a representation of Helios or the Sun, the god of the
Phenicians, or of Venus, or according to
Grotius, in his commentary on the passage
in Kings, of Saturn, or what, according to
Statins, seems more probable, of Jupiter
Cassius. But it is sufficient for the present
purpose to know that Bimmon is the Hebrew and Syriac for pomegranate.
Cumberland, the learned Bishop of
Peterborough, [Orig. Gent. Ant, p. 60,)
quotes Achilles Statins, a converted Pagan,
and Bishop of Alexandria, as saying that
on Mount Cassius (which Bochart places
between Canaan and Egypt) there was a
temple wherein Jupiter's image held a
pomegranate in his hand, which Statins
goes on to say, " had a mystical meaning."
Sanconiathon thinks this temple was built
by the descendants of the Cabiri. Cumberland attempts to explain this mystery
thus: "Agreeably hereunto I guess that
the pomegranate in the hand of Jupiter or
Juno, (because, when it is opened, it discloses a great number of seeds,) signified
only, that those deities were, being longlived, the parents of a great many children,
and families that soon grew into nations,
which they planted in large possessions,
when the world was newly begun to be
peopled, by giving them laws and other useful inventions to make their lives comfortable."

Pausanias [Corinthiaca, p. 59,) says he
saw, not far from the ruins of Mycenae, an
image of Juno holding in one hand a scepbut
tre, and in the other a pomegranate
he likewise declines assigning any explanation of the emblem, merely declaring that
"a forbidden
it was anopprfrorepoq Tioyog
mystery." That is, one which was forbidden by the Cabiri to be divulged.
In the festival of the Thesmophoria, observed in honor of the goddess Ceres, it was
held unlawful for the celebrants (who were
women) to eat the pomegranate. Clemens
Alexandrinus assigns as a reason, that it
was supposed that this fruit sprang from
the blood of Bacchus.
Bryant (Anc. Myth., iii. 237,) says that
the Ark was looked upon as the mother
of mankind, and on this account it was
figured under the semblance of a pomegranate; for as this fruit abounds with seeds,
;

—

8Z
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was thought no improper emblem of the
Ark, which contained the rudiments of the
future world. In fact, f6w plants had among
the ancients a more mythical history than
the pomegranate.
From the Hebrews, who used it mystically at the Temple, it passed over to the
Masons, who adopted it as the symbol of
plenty, for which it is well adapted by its
swelling and seed-abounding fruit.
Pommel. A round knob a term applied to the globes or balls on the top of
the pillars which stood at the porch of Solomon's Temple. It was introduced into the
Masonic lectures from scriptural language.
7%e two pommels of the chapiters is in 2
Chron. iv. 13. It is, however, an architectural term, thus defined by Parker, ( Oloss.
Arch., p. 365 :)
"Pommel denotes generally any ornament of a globular form."
Pontifes Frferes. See Bridge Buildit

;

ers.

Pontlfex.

See Bridge Builders.
In addition to what has been
said of this word in the article on the
" Bridge Builders of the Middle Ages," the
following from Athanase Coquerel, fils, in
a recent essay entitled The Rise and Decline
of the Eoraish Church, will be interest-

Pontiff.

ing.

"What is the meaning of 'pontiff'?
'Pontiff' means bridge maker, bridge
builder.
are they called in that way ?
Here is the explanation of the fact In the
very first years of the existence of Rome,
at a time of which we have a very fabulous
history and but few existing monuments,
the little town of Rome, not built on seven
hills, as is generally supposed
there are
eleven of them now then there were within the town less than seven, even
that
little town had a great deal to fear from an
enemy which should take one of the hills
that were out of town
the Janiculum
because the Janiculum is higher than the
others, and from that hill an enemy could
very easily throw stones, fire, or any means
of destruction into the town. The Janiculum was separated from the town by the
Tiber. Then the first necessity for the defence of that little town of Rome was to
have a bridge. They had built a wooden
bridge over the Tiber, and a great point of
interest to the town was, that this bridge
should be kept always in good order, so
that at any moment troops could pass over.
Then, with the special genius of the Romans, of which we have other instances,
they ordained, curiously enough, that the
men, who were a corporation, to take care
of that bridge should be sacred that their
function, necessary to the defence of the
town, should be considered holy that they
should be priests ; and the highest of theic

Why

:

—

;

—

—

—

;

;
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was called the high bridge maker.' So
it happened that there was in Home a corporation of bridge makers
pontijices
of whom the head was the most sacred of

arrested should suffer death, and his property be confiscated to the State ; and this law
was extended to foreigners residing in PorThis bigoted
tugal, as well as to natives.
sovereign, on his restoration to the throne,
promulgated in 1823 another decree against
the Order, and Freemasonry fell into abey-
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Romans

because in those days his life
of his companions was deemed
necessary to the safety of the town."
And thus it is that the title of Pontifex
Maximus, assumed by the Pope of Rome,
literally means the Grand Bridge Builder.
Pontifi', Grand. See Oi-and Pontiff.
all

and the

;

life

Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Jesus
Christ.

{Fauperes

commilitones

Jew,

This was the title first assumed
by the Knights Templars.
Poppy. In the mysteries of the ancients, the poppy was the symbol of regeneration.
The somniferous qualities of the
plant expressed the idea of quiescence;
but the seeds of a new existence which it
contained were thought to show that nature,
though her powers were suspended, yet
possessed the capability of being called
into a renewed existence. Thus the poppy
planted near a grave symbolized the idea
of a resurrection. Hence, it conveyed the
Christi.)

same symbolism

as the evergreen or sprig

of acacia does in the Masonic mysteries.
Porch of the Temple. See Temple
of Solomon.

Porta, Oambattista.
of Naples,
in 1615.
greti, or

who was born

He

A

physicist

and died
was the founder of the Sein 1546

"

Academy of Secrets," (which
devoted himself to the study of
the occult sciences, was the inventor of the
camera obscura, and the author of several
treatises on Magic, Physiognomy, and
Secret Writing. De Feller (Biog. Univ.)
classes him with Cornelius Agrippa, Carsee.)

He

dan, Paracelsus, and other disciples of occult philosophy.

ance; but in 1834 the Lodges were again
revived.
But dissensions in reference to
Masonic authority unfortunately arose
among the Fraternity of Portugal, which
involved the history of the Order in that
country in much confusion. There were
in a few years no less tlian four bodies
claiming Masonic jurisdiction, namely, a
Grande Oriente Lusitano, which had existed
for more than a quarter of a century, and
which, in 1846, received Letters-Patent
from the Supreme Council of Brazil for
the establishment of a Supreme Council; a
Provincial Grand Lodge, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
with a Chapter of Rose Croix working
under the authority of the Grand Council
of Rites of Ireland; and two Grand Orients
working under contending Grand Masters.
Many attempts were made to reconcile these
opposing bodies, but without success; and,
to add to the difficulty, we find, about 1862,
another body calling itself the Orient of
the Masonic Confederation. But all embarrassments were at length removed by
the alliance, in 1871, of the United Grand
Orient with the Supreme Council, and the
Masonic interests of Portugal are now prosperously conducted by the " Grande Oriente
Lusitano Unido, Supremo Conselho de
Maqonaria Portugueza."
Postulant. The title given to the
candidate in the degree of Knight Kadosh.
From the lu&im posiulans, asking for, wishing to have.
Pot of Incense. As a symbol of
the sacrifice which should be offered up to
Deity, it has been adopted in the third

Portugal. Freemasonry was introduced into Portugal in 1736, when a Lodge
was instituted at Lisbon, under a Deputation to George Gordon from Lord Wey- degree.
See Incense.
mouth, Grand Master of England. An atPot of Manna. See Manna, Pot of.
tempt was made by John Coustos to estabPoursuivant. More correctly, Purlish a second in 1743, but he and his com- suivant, which see.
panions were arrested by the Inquisition,
Practicus. The third degree of the
and the Lodge suppressed. Freemasonry German Rose Croix.
must, however, have continued to exist,
Prayer. Freemasonry is a religious
although secretly practised, for in 1776 institution, and hence its regulations inculother arrests of Freemasons were made by cate the use of prayer "as a proper tribute
the Holy Office. But through the whole of gratitude," to borrow the language of
of the eighteenth century the history of Preston, " to the beneficent Author of Life."
Masonry in Portugal was the history of an Hence it is of indispensable obligation
uninterrupted persecution by the Church that a Lodge, a Chapter, or any other Maand the State. In 1805 a Grand Lodge sonic body, should be both opened and
was established at Lisbon, and E^az-Moritz closed with prayer; and in the Lodges
was elected Grand Master.
John VI., working in the English and American sysduring his exile, issued from Santa Cruz, tems the obligation is strictly observed.
in 1818, a decree against the Masons, which The prayers used at opening and closing
declared that every Mason who should be in this country differ in language from the

:

:

;
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early formulas found in the second edition
of Preston, and for the alterations we are
probably indebted to Webb. The prayers
used in the middle and perhaps the begining of the eighteenth century are to be
found in Preston (ed. 1775,) and are as

than their English brethren, must have ob-

follows
At Opening.

— " May

Heaven be upon

may

it

be

the

favor

this our happy
begun, carried on, and

order, harmony,
At Closing.

of

meeting
ended in

and brotherly love Amen."

— " May

:

the blessing of
Heaven be with us and all regular Masons,
to beautify and cement us with every

moral and social virtue Amen."
There is also a prayer at the initiation of
a candidate, which has, at the present day,
been very slightly varied from the original
:

This prayer, but in a very different
much older than Preston, who
changed and altered the much longer formula which had been used previous to his
day. It was asserted by Dermott that the
prayer at initiation was a ceremony only
in use among the "Ancients" or Athol
Masons, and that it was omitted by the
" Moderns." But this cannot be so, as is
proved by the insertion of it in the earliest
editions of Preston. We have moreover a
form of prayer " to be used at the admission of a brother," contained in the
Pocket Companion, published in 1754, by
John Scott, an adherent of the " Moderns," which proves that they as well as
the "Ancients" observed the usage of
prayer at an initiation. There is a still
more ancient formula of " Prayer to be
used of Christian Masons at the empointing of a brother," said to have been used
in the reign of Edward IV., from 1461 to
form.
form,

is

and which is as follows
"The might of God, the Father of
Heaven, with the wisdom of his glorious
Son through the goodness of the Holy
1483,

Ghost, that hath been three persons in one
Godhead, be with us at our beginning, give
us grace to govern in our living here, that
we may only come to his bliss that shall
never have an end."
The custom of commencing and ending
labor with prayer was adopted at an early
period by the Operative Freemasons of England. Findel says ( Hist. , p. 78, ) that " their
Lodges were opened at sunrise, the Master
taking his station in the East and the
brethren forming a half circle around him.
After prayer, each craftsman had his daily
work pointed out to him, and received his
At sunset they again asinstructions.
sembled after labor, prayer was offered, and
We cannot
their wages paid to them."
doubt that the German Stonemasons, who
were even more religiously demonstrative
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served the same custom.
As to the posture to be observed in Masonic prayer, it may be remarked that in
the lower degrees the usual posture is
standing. At an initiation the candidate
kneels, but the brethren stand.
In the
higher degrees the usual posture is to kneel
on the right knee. These are at least the
usages which are generally practised in
this country.
degree contained
Preadamite.
in the Archives of the Mother Lodge of
the Philosophic Scottish Rite.
Precaution. In opening and closing
the Lodge, in the admission of visitors, in
conversation with or in the presence of
strangers, the Mason is charged to use the
necessary precaution, lest that should be
communicated to the profane which should
only be known to the initiated.

A

Precedency of Liodges. The precedency of Lodges is always derived from
the date of their Warrants of Constitution,
the oldest Lodge ranking as No. 1. As
this precedency confers certain privileges,
the number of the Lodge is always determined by the Grand Lodge, while the name
is left to the selection of the members.

Preceptor.

Grand

Preceptor, or

Grand

Prior, or Preceptor, or Prior, was
the title indifferently given by the Knights
Templars to the officer who presided over
a province or kingdom, as the Grand Prior
or Grand Preceptor of England, who was
called in the East the Prior or Preceptor
of England. The principal of these Grand

Preceptors were those of Jerusalem, Tripolis, and Antioch.
The houses or residences of the Knights Templars were called
Preceptories, and the superior of such a
residence was called the Preceptor. Some
of the residences were also called Command-

Preceptory.

The latter name has been adopted
by the Masonic Templars of this country.
An attempt was made in 1856, at the adoption of a new Constitution by the Grand
Encampment of the United States, which
eries.

at Hartford, to abolish the title " Commanderies," and adopt that of " Preceptories," for the Templar organizations; a

met

change which would undoubtedly have
been more in accordance with history, but
unfortunately the effort to effect the change

was not

successful.

Precious Jewels.

See Jewels, Pre-

cious.

Preferment.

In

all

the Old Consti-

we

find a reference made to ability
and skill as the only claims for preferment
or promotion. Thus in one of them, the

tutions

Laudsdowne Manuscript, whose date

is

—

;

:
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about 1560, it is said that Nimrod gave a
charge to the Masons that " they should
ordaine the most wise and cunninge man
to be Master of the King or Lord's worke
that was amongs them, and neither for love,
riches, nor favor, to sett another that had
little cunninge to be Master of that worke,
whereby the Lord should bee ill served and
the science ill defamed." And again, in
another part. of the same Manuscript, it is
ordered, " that noe Mason take on him noe
Lord's worke nor other man's but if he
know himselfe well able to performe the
worke, so that the Craft have noe slander."
Charges to the same effect, almost, indeed,
in the same words, are to be found in all
the Old Constitutions. So Anderson, when
he compiled The Oharges of a Freemason,
which he says were "extracted from the
ancient records," and which he published

part of the chapel of Koslyn Castle, in
Scotland, is the celebrated column which
goes by this name, and with which a Masonic legend is connected. The pillar is a
plain fluted shaft, having a floral garland
twined around it, all carved out of the
solid stone.
The legend is, that when the
plans of the chapel were sent from Rome,
the master builder did not clearly understand about this pillar, or, as another account states, had lost this particular portion
of the plans, and, in consequence, had to go
to Rome for further instructions or to procure
a fresh copy. During his absence, a clever
apprentice, the only son of a widow, either
from memory or from his own invention,
carved and completed the beautiful pillar.
When the master returned and found the
work completed, furious with jealous rage,
he killed the apprentice, by striking him a
frightful blow on the forehead with a
heavy setting-maul. In testimony of the
truth of the legend, the visitor is shown
three heads in the west part of the chapel
the master's, the apprentice's, (with the
gash on his forehead,) and the widow's.
There can be but little doubt that this legend referred to that of the third degree,
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in 1723, in the first edition of the Book of
Constitutions, lays down the rule of preferment in the same spirit, and in these

words
"All preferment among Masons is
grounded upon real worth and personal
merit only; that so the Lords may be well
served, the brethren not put to shame, nor
the royal Craft despised therefore no Master or" Warden is chosen by seniority, but
;

Preparation of the Candidate.

for his merit."

And

then he goes on to show how the
skilful and qualified Apprentice may in due
time become a Fellow Craft, and, "when
otherwise qualified, arrive to the honor of
being the Warden, and then the Master of
the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length
the Grand Master of all the Lodges, according
to his merit." This ought to be now, as it
has always been, the true law of Masonry
and when ambitious men are seen grasping
for offices, and seeking for positions whose
duties they are not qualified to discharge,
one is inclined to regret that the Old
Charges are not more strictly obeyed.

Prelate. The fourth officer in a Commandery of Knights Templars and in a
Council of Red Cross Knights. His duties
are to conduct the religious ceremonies of
the organization. His jewel is a triple triangle, the symbol of Deity, and within each
of the triangles is suspended a cross, in allusion to the Christian character of the chivalric institution of which he is an officer.
The corresponding officer in a Grand Commandery and in the Grand Encampment
is called a Grand Prelate.

Prelate of liebanon.

which is thus shown to have existed, at
least substantially, at that early period.

(Prelat

du

A mystical degree in the collection

Liban.)
of Pyron.

Prentice. An archaism, or rather a
vulgarism for Apprentice, constantly found
It is now never used.
in the Old Kecoras.
Prentice Pillar. In the southeast

Great care was taken of the personal condition of every Israelite

Temple

who entered the
The Talmudic

for divine worship.

treatise entitled Baracoth, which contains
instructions as to the ritual worship among
the Jews, lays down the following rules for

the preparation of all who visit the Temple " No man shall go into the Temple
with his stafi", nor with shoes on his feet,
nor with his outer garment, nor with
money tied up in his purse." There are
certain ceremonial usages in Freemasonry
which furnish what may be called at least
very remarkable coincidences with this old
Jewish custom.
The preparation of the candidate for initiation in Masonry is entirely symbolic.
It varies in the different degrees, and therefore the symbolism varies with it.
Not
being arbitrary and unmeaning, but, on the
contrary, conventional and full of signification, it cannot be altered, abridged, or
added to in any of its details, without af:

fecting

its

esoteric design.

To

it,

in its

fullest extent, every

candidate must, without exception, submit.
Preparing Brother. The brother
who prepares the candidate for initiation.
In English, he has no distinctive title. In

French Lodges he is called " Frfere terrible,"
and in German he is called " Vorbereitender Bruder," or "Farchterlicher Bruder."
His duties require him to have a compe-

;

PRESIDENT

PEESTON

tent knowledge of the ritual of reception,
and therefore an experienced member of
the Lodge is generally selected to discharge
the functions of this office.
President. The presiding officer in
a convention of High Priests, according to
the American system, is so called.
The
second officer is styled Vice President. On
September 6th, 1871, the Grand Orient
of France, in violation of the landmarks,
abolished the office of Grand Master, and
conferred his powers on a Council of the
Order. The President of the Council is
now the official representative of the Grand
Orient and the Craft, and exercises several
of the prerogatives hitherto administered
by the Grand Master.

with various modifications, since the revival of 1717, and were intended to confer
a higher literary character on the Masonic
ritual.
Preston had devoted much time
and labor to the compilation of these lectures, a syllabus of which will be found in
his Illustrations. They were adopted eagerly
by the English Fraternity, and continued to
be the authoritative system of the Grand
Lodge of England until the union in 1813,
when, for the sake of securing uniformity,
the new and inferior system of Dr. Hemming was adopted. But the Prestonian
lectures and ritual are still used by many
In America they
Lodges in England.
were greatly altered by Webb, and are no
longer practised here.

Presiding Officer.

Whoever

acts,

although temporarily and pro hoc viae, as
the presiding officer of a Masonic body, assumes for the time all the powers and functions of the officer whom he represents.
Thus, in the absence of the Worshipful
Master, the Senior Warden presides over
the Lodge, and for the time is invested with
all the prerogatives that pertain to the
Master of a Lodge, and can, while he is
in the chair, perform any act that it would
be competent for the Master to perform
were he present.

Prestonian liectnre. In 1819,
Bro. Preston, the author of the Illustrations
of Masonry, bequeathed £300 in the consols, the interest of which was to provide
for the annual delivery of a lecture according to the system which he bad elaborated.
The appointment of the Lecturer was left
to the Grand Master for the time being.
Stephen Jones, a Past Master of the Lodge
of Antiquity, and an intimate friend of
Preston, received the first appointment
and it was subsequently given to Bro. Laurence Thompson, the only surviving pupil
of Preston. He held it until his death,
after which no appointment of a Lecturer
was made until 1857. Since that time the
lecture has been regularly delivered in
London before some one of the Lodges.
In the delivery of this lecture, which is intended to keep in remembrance the system which was taught by Preston, great
care has been taken to observe not only
the Prestonian arrangement, but the very
words, so far as they can be ascertained.
The original form of question and answer
is not, however, maintained; but the lecture
being uninterrupted by interrogations, the
prescribed answers are turned into a continuous course.
Prestonian liCCtnres. About the
year 1772, Preston submitted his course of
lectures on the first three degrees to the
Craft of England. These lectures were a
revision of those which had been practised,
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Preston, William. This distinguished Mason was born at Edinburgh on
the 7th August, 1742. The usual statement,, that he was born on the 28th July,
and requires therefore to
was the son of William
Preston, Esq., a writer of the Signet, and
Helena Cumming. The elder Preston was
a man of much intellectual culture and
abilities, and in easy circumstances, and
refers to

Old

Style,

be amended.

He

took therefore pains to bestow upon his son
an adequate education. He was sent to
school at a very early age, and having
completed his preliminary education in
English under the tuition of Mr. Stirling,
a celebrated teacher in Edinburgh, he entered the High School before he was six
years old, and
the Latin

made

in

considerable progress
tongue. From the High

School he went to college, where he acquired a knowledge of the rudiments of
Greek.
After the death of his father he retired
fi-om college, and became the amanuensis
of that celebrated linguist, Thomas Euddi-

man,

to

whose

fi'iendship his father

had

Mr. Buddiman having
consigned him.
greatly impaired and finally lost his sight
by his intense application to his classical
studies, Preston remained with him as his
secretary until his decease. His patron
had, however, previously bound young
Preston to his brother, Walter Euddiman,
a printer, but on the increasing failure of
his sight,

Mr. Thomas Euddiman withdrew

Preston from the printing-office, and occupied him in reading to him and translating
such of his works as were not completed,
and in correcting the proofs of those that
were in the press. Subsequently Preston
compiled a catalogue of Euddiman's books,
under the title of Bibliotheca Enddimana,
which is said to have exhibited much literary ability.
After the death of Mr. Euddiman, Preston returned to the printing-office, where he
remained for about a year; but his inclina-

;

tions leading

him

to literary pursuits, he,

with the consent of his master, repaired to
Londou in 1760, having been furnished with
several letters of introduction by his friends
Among them was one to Wilin Scotland.
liam Strahan, the king's printer, in whose
service, and that of his son and successor,
he remained for the best years of his life
as a corrector of the press, devoting himself, at the same time, to other literary
vocations, editing for many years the London Chronicle, and furnishing materials for
various periodical publications.
Mr. Preston's critical skill as a corrector
of the press led the literary men of that
day to submit to his suggestions as to style
and language and many of the most dis;

who were contemporary
with him honored him with their friendship. As an evidence of this, there were
found in his library, at his death, presentation copies of their works, with their autographs, from Gibbon, Hume, Robertson,
tinguished authors

Blair, and many others.
It is, however, as a distinguished teacher
of the Masonic ritual, and as the founder
of a system of lectures which still retain
their influence, that William Preston more
especially claims our attention.
Stephen Jones, the disciple and intimate
friend of Preston, published in 1795, in the

Preemaaona' Magazine, a sketch of Preston's life and labors and as there can be
no doubt, from the relations of the author
and the subject, of the authenticity of the
facts related, I shall not hesitate to use the
language of this contemporary sketch, interpolating such explanatory remarks as I
may deem necessary.
Soon after Preston's arrival in London,
a number of brethren from Edinburgh resolved to institute a Freemason's Lodge in
that city, under the sanction of a Constitution from Scotland; but not having suc;

ceeded in their application, they were recommended by the Grand Lodge of Scotland to the ancient Lodge in London, who
immediately granted them a Dispensation
to form a Lodge and to make MasOns.
They accordingly met at the White Hart in
the Strand, and Mr. Preston was the second
person initiated under that Dispensation,
This was in 1762. Lawrie records the application as having been in that year to the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. It thus appears
that Preston was made a Mason under the
Dermott system. It will be seen, however,
that he subsequently went over to the legitimate Grand Lodge.
The Lodge was soon after regularly constituted by the officers of the ancient Grand

Having increased conin person.
siderably in numbers, it was found necessary to remove to the Horn Tavern in Fleet
Lodge
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where it continued some time, till,
that house being unable to furnish proper
accommodations, it was removed to Scots'
Hall, Blackfriars. Here it continued to
flourish about two years, when the decayed
state of that building obliged it to remove
to the Half Moon Tavern, Cheapside,
where it continued to meet for a considerable time.
At length Mr. Preston and some others
of the members having joined the Lodge,
under the regular English Constitution, at
the Talbot Inn, in the Strand, they prevailed on the rest of the Lodge at the Half
Moon Tavern to petition for a Constitution.
Lord Blaney, at that time Grand Master,
readily acquiesced with the desire of the
brethren, and the Lodge was soon after
constituted a second time, in ample form,
by the name of "The Caledonian Lodge."
The ceremonies observed, and the numerous assembly of respectable brethren who
attended the Grand officers on that occasion, were long remembered to the honor
of the Lodge.
This circumstance, added to the absence
of a very skilful Mason, to whom Mr. Preston was attached, and who had departed for
Scotland on account of his health, induced
him to turn his attention to the Masonic
lectures and to arrive at the depths of the
science, short of which he did not mean to
stop, he spared neither pains nor expense.
Preston's own remarks on this subject, in
the introduction to his Illustration!: of Masonry, are well worth the perusal of every
brother who intends to take office. "When,"
says he, "I first had the honor to be elected
Master of a Lodge, I thought it proper to
inform myself fully, of the general rules of
the society, that I might be able to fulfil
my own duty, and officially enforce obedience in others.
The methods which I
adopted, with this view, excited in some of
superficial knowledge an absolute dislike
of what they considered as innovations
and in othei-s, who were better informed, a
jealousy of pre-eminence, which the principles of Masonry ought to have checked.
Notwithstanding these discouragements,
however, I persevered in my intention of
supporting tne dignitv of the society, and
of discharging with fidelity the trust reStreet,

;

posed in me."

We

Masonry has not changed.

too often find the same mistaking
of research for innovation, and the same
still

ungenerous jealousy of pre-eminence of
which Preston complains.
Wherever instruction could be acquired,
thither Preston

directed his coui-se

;

and

with the advantage of a retentive memory,
and an extensive Masonic connection, added
to a diligent literary research, he so far succeeded in his purpose as to become a com-

;;

PKESTON

PRESTON

petent master of the subject. To increase
the knowledge he had acquired, he solicited
the company and conversation of the most
experienced Masons from foreign countries
and, in the course of a literary correspondence with the Fraternity at home andabroad,
made such progress in the mysteries of the
art as to become very useful in the connections he had formed. He was frequently
heard to say, that in the ardor of his
inquiries he had explored the abodes of
poverty and wretchedness, and, where it
might have been least expected, acquired
very valuable scraps of information. The
poor brother in return, we are assured, had
no cause to think his time or talents ill bestowed. He was also accustomed to convene his friends once or twice a week, in
order to illustrate the lectures on which
occasion objections were started, and explanations given, for the purpose of mutual
improvement. At last, with the assistance
of some zealous friends, he was enabled to
arrange and digest the whole of the first
;

lecture.

To

establish

its

validity,

he

re-

solved to submit to the society at large the
progress he had made ; and for that purpose he instituted, at a very considerable expense, a grand gala at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, on Thursday,
May 21, 1772, which was honored with the
presence of the then Grand officers, and
many other eminent and respectable brethOn this occasion he delivered an oraren.
tion on the Institution, which, having met
with general approbation, was afterwards
printed in the first edition of the lllustrations of Masonry, published by him the

same year.
Having thus far succeeded in his design,
Mr. Preston determined to prosecute the
plan he had formed, and to complete the
lectures.
He employed, therefore, a number of skilful brethren, at his own expense,
to visit different town and country Lodges,
for the purpose of gaining information
and these brethren communicated the result of their visits at a weekly meeting.
When by study and application he had
arranged his system, he issued proposals
for a regular course of lectures on all the
degrees of Masonry, and these were publicly
delivered by him at the Mitre Tavern, in
Fleet Street, in 1774.
For some years afterwards, Mr. Preston
indulged his friends by attending several
schools of instruction, and other stated
meetings, to propagate the knowledge of
the science, which had spread far beyond
his expectations, and considerably enhanced
the reputation of the society. Having obtained the sanction of the Grand Lodge,
he continued to be a zealous encourager
and supporter of all the measures of that
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assembly which tended to add dignity to
all the Lodges in which
his name was enrolled, which were very
numerous, he enforced a due obedience to
the laws and regulations of that body. By
the Craft, and in

these means the subscriptions to the charity
became much more considerable and daily
acquisitions to the society were made of
some of the most eminent and distinguished
characters. At last he was invited by his
friends to visit the Lodge of Antiquity,
No. 1, then held at the Mitre Tavern, in
Fleet Street, when the brethren of that
Lodge were pleased to admit him a member, and, what was very unusual, elected
him at the same meeting.
He had been Master of the Philanthropic
Lodge at the Queen's Head, Gray's-inngate, Holborn, above six years, and of
several other Lodges before that time. But
he was now taught to consider the importance of the first Master under the English
Constitution and he seemed to regret that
some eminent character in the walks of
life had not been selected to support so
distinguished a station. Indeed, this too
small consideration of his own importance
pervaded his conduct on all occasions;
and he was frequently seen voluntarily
to assume the subordinate ofiices of an assembly, over which he had long presided,
on occasions where, from the absence of the
proper persons, he had conceived that his
services would promote the purposes of the
meeting.
To the Lodge of Antiquity he now began
chiefly to confine his attention, and during
his Mastership, which continued for some
years, the Lodge increased in numbers and
;

;

improved in its finances.
That he might obtain a complete knowledge of the state of the society under the
English Constitution, he became an active
member of the Grand Lodge, was admitted a member of the hall committee, and
during the secretaryship of Mr. Thomas
French, under the auspices of the Duke of
Beaufort, then Grand Master, had become
a useful assistant in arranging the general
regulations of the society, and reviving the
foreign and country correspondence. Having been appointed to the ofiice of Deputy
Grand Secretary under James Heseltine,
Esq., he compiled, for the benefit of the
charity, the History of Remarkable Occurrences, inserted in the first two publications
of the Freemason^ Calendar; prepared for
the press an Appendix to the Book of Constitutions, and attended so much to the correspondence with the different Lodges as to
merit the approbation of his patron. This
enabled him, from the various memoranda
he had made, to form the History of Masonry, which was afterwards printed in hia
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The office of Deputy Grand
Secretary he afterwards resigned.
An unfortunate dispute having arisen in
the society in 1779, between the Grand
Lodge and the Lodge of Antiquity, in which
Mr. Preston took the part of the Lodge and
his private friends, his name was ordered
to be erased from tlie hall committee ; and
he was afterwards, with a number of gentlemen, members of that Lodge, expelled.
The treatment he and his friends received
at that time was circumstantially narrated
in a well-written pamphlet, printed by
Mr. Preston at his own expense, and circulated among his friends, but never published, and tlie leading circumstances were
recorded in some of the later editions of
the Hhistrations of Masonry.
Ten years
afterwards, however, on a reinvestigation
of the subject in dispute, the Grand Lodge
was pleased to reinstate Mr. Preston, with
all the other members of the Lodge of Antiquity, and that in the most handsome
manner, at the grand feast in 1790, to the
general satisfaction of the Fraternity.
During Mr. Preston's exclusion, he seldom or never attended any of the Lodges,
though he was actually an enrolled member of a great many Lodges at home and
abroad, all of which he politely resigned
at the time of his suspension, and directed his attention to his other literary
lUtMtrat'ums.

which may fairly be supposed to
ave contributed more to the advantage of

Eursuits,

his fortune.

it,

Mr. Preston asserted the inherent privi-

Lodge of Antiquitjr, which, not
working under a Warrant of the Grand
Lodge, was, in his opinion, not subject in

leges of the

the matter of processions to the regulations
of the Grand Lodge. It was for maintaining this opinion, which, whether right or
wrong, was after all only an opinion, Preston was, under circumstances which exhibited neither magnanimity nor dignity on
the part of the Grand Lodge, expelled from
the Order.
One of the unhappy results of
this act of oppression was that the Lodge
of Antiquity severed itself Irom the Grand
Lodge, and united with the Grand Lodge
at York, and Preston withdrew from all
share in the concerns of Masonry.
But ten years afterwards, in 1787, the
Grand Lodge saw the error it had committed, and Preston was restored with all
And now, while
his honors and dignities.
the name of Preston is known and revered
by all who value Masonic learning, the
names of all his bitter enemies, with the
exception of Noorthouck, have sunk into a
well-deserved oblivion.
Preston had no sooner been restored to
his

Masonic rights than he resumed

his la-

bors for the advancement of the Order. In
1787 he organized the Order of Harodim, a
society in which it was intended to thoroughly teach the lectures which he had prepared. Of this Order some of the most distinguished Masons of the day became members, and it is said to have produced great
benefits by its well-devised plan of Masonic

So much of the life of Preston we get
from the interesting sketch of Stephen instruction.
Jones. To other sources we must look for
But William Preston is best known to
a further elucidation ofsome of the circum- us by his invaluable work entitled Itlmtrastances which he has so concisely related.
tions of Masonry.
The first edition of this
The expulsion of such a man as Preston work was published in 1772. Although it
from the Order was a disgrace to the Grand is spoken of in some resolutions of a Lodge,
Lodge which inflicted it. It was, to use published in the second edition, as " a very
the language of Oliver, who himself, in ingenious and elegant pamphlet," it was
aftertimes, had undergone a similar act really a work of some size, consisting, in its
of injustice, " a very ungrateful and inadequate return for his services."
The story was briefly this It had been
determined by the brethren of the Lodge of
Antiquity, held on December 17, 1777, that
at the annual festival on St. John's day, a
procession should be formed to St. Dunstan's Church, a few steps only from the
tavern where the Lodge was held a protest
of a few of the members was entered against

introduction and text, of 288 pages. It contained an account of the " grand gala," or
banquet, given by the author to the Fraternity in May, 1772, when he first proposed
his system of lectures.
This account was
omitted in the second and all subsequent
editions " to make room for more useful
matter." The second edition, enlarged to
324 pages, was published in 1775, and this
was followed by others 1776, 1781, 1788, 1792,

on the day of the festival. In consequence of this only ten members attended,
who, having clothed themselves as Masons
in the vestry room, sat in the same pew and
heard a sermon, after which they crossed
the street in their gloves and aprons to return to the Lodge room. At the next meeting of the Lodge, a motion was made to repudiate this act; and while speaking against

1799, 1801, and 1812. There must have been
three other editions, of which I can find no
account in the bibliographies, for Wilkie
calls his 1801 edition the tenth, and the
edition of 1812, the last published by the
author, is called the twelfth. The thirteenth
and fourteenth editions were published after
the author's death, with additions
the
former by Stephen Jones in 1821, and the

:

;

it

—

PRETENDER

PRICE

latter by Dr. Oliver in 1829.
Other English editions have been subsequently published.
The work was translated into Ger-

tary motion intended to suppress debate.
It is utterly unknown in the parliamentary
law of Masonry, and it would be always
out of order to move it in a Masonic body.

man, and two editions published, one in
1776 and the other in 1780. In America,
two editions were published in 1804, one at
Alexandria, in Virginia, and the other,
with numerous important additions, by
George Richards, at Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. Both claim, on the title-page,
to be the "first American edition;" and it
is probable that both works were published by their respective editors about
the same time, and while neither had any
knowledge of the existence of a rival copy.
Preston died, after a long illness, in Dean
Street, Fetter Lane, London, on April 1st,
1818, at the age of seventy-six, and was
buried in St. Paul's Cathedral. In the
latter years of his life he seems to have taken
no active public part in Masonry, for in
the very full account of the proceedings at
the union in 1813 of the two Grand Lodges,
his name does not appear as one of the
actors, and his system was then ruthlessly
surrendered to the newer but not better
one of Dr. Hemming. But he had not lost
his interest in the Institution which he had
served so well and so long, and by which

he had been so illy requited. For he bequeathed at his death £300 in the consols,
the interest of which was to provide for
the annual delivery of a lecture according
to his system. He also left £500 to the
Royal Freemasons' Charity, for female
children, and a like sum to the General
Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge. He
was never married, and left behind him
only his name as a great Masonic teacher
and the memory of his services to the
Jones' edition of his lUuetrations
contains an excellently engraved likeness
of him by Ridley, from an original portrait
Craft.

said to be by S.

Drummond, Royal Acade-

mician. There is an earlier engraved likeness of him in the Freemasons' Magazine
for 1795, from a painting known to be by

Drummond, and taken

in 179i. They present the differences of features which may
naturally be ascribed to a lapse of twentysix years. The latter print is said, by
those who personally knew him, to be an
excellent likeness.
Pretender. James Stuart, the son
of James II., who abdicated the throne of
Great Britain, and Charles Edward, his
son, are known in history as the Old and the
Young Pretender. Their intrigues with
Masonry, which they are accused of attempting to use as an instrument to aid in
a restoration to the throne, constitute a
very interesting episode in the history of
the Order. See Sfuart Masonry.

Previous Question.
4A

Aparliamen-
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Prichard, Samuel.

"An

unprin-

and needy brother," as Oliver calls
him, who published at London, in 1780, a
book with the foUlowing title " Masonry
Dissected; being a Universal and Genuine
Description of all its Branches, from the
cipled

:

Original to this Present Time as it is delivered in the constituted, regular Lodges,
both in City and Country, according to the
several Degrees of Admission giving an
impartial account of their regular Proceedings in initiating tlieir New Members in
the whole Three Degrees of Masonry, viz.,
I. Entered Prentice; II. Fellow Craft; III.
Master. To which is added, The Author's
Vindication ofHimself, by Samuel Prichard,
Late Member of a constituted Lodge." This
work, which contained a great deal of plausible matter, mingled with some truth as
well as falsehood, passed through a great
many editions, was translated into the
French, German, and Dutch languages, and
became the basis or model on which all the
:

;

subsequent so-called expositions, such as
Tubal-Cain, Jachin and Boaz, etc., were
framed. In the same year of the appearance of Prichard's book. Dr. Anderson published a Defence of Masonry, as a reply
to the Masonry Dissected.
This pamphlet
was the first work of any value that had appeared from the Masonic press, and does
infinitely more credit to Anderson's genius
and learning than the Constitutions, which
he had published seven years before. It
is not, however, a reply to Prichard, hut
rather an attempt to interpret the ceremonies which are described in the Masonry Dissected in their symbolic import, and this it
is that gives to the Defence a value which
ought to have made it a more popular work
among the Fraternity than it is. Prichard
died, as I suppose he had lived, in obscurity; buttheAbb6 Larudan,in hi^FrancMaqons ecrases, (p. 135), has manufactured
a wild tale about his death stating that he
was carried by force at night into the
Grand Lodge at London, put to death, his
body burned to ashes, and all the Lodges
in the world informed of the execution.
The Abb6 is satisfied of the truth of this
wondrous narrative because he had heard
it told in Holland and in Germany, all of
which only proves that the French calumniator of Masonry abounded either in an
;

inventive faculty or in a trusting faith.
Price, Henry. He received a Deputation as Provincial Grand Master of New
England, which was issued on April 30,
1733, by Viscount Montague,

of England.

On

Grand Master

the 30th of the following

PRIEST

PRIMITIVE

July, Price organized a Provincial Grand
Lodge and he may thus be considered as
the founder of Masonry in New England.
He was born in England about the year
1697, and died in Massachusetts in 1780.
very able memoir of Price, by Bro. William Sewell Gardner, will be found in the
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the year 1871.
Priest. In the primitive ages of the
world every father was the priest of his
family, and offered prayer and sacrifice for
his household. So, too, the patriarchs exMelchizedek
ercised the same function.
is called "the priest of the most high
God;" and everywhere in Scripture we find
the patriarchs performing the duties of

Order which could tolerate such an incongruous exhibition to contempt and ridi-
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;

A

sacrifice.
But when political
was organized, a necessity was

prayer and
society

found, in the religious wants of the people,
for a separate class, who should become, as
they have been described, the mediators
between men and God, and the interpreters
of the will of the gods to men. Hence
arose the sacerdotal class the cohen among
the Hebrews, the hiereus among the Greeks,
and the sacerrfos among the Romans. Thereafter prayer and sacrifice were intrusted to
these, and the people paid them reverence
for the sake of the deities whom they
served. Ever since, in all countries, the
distinction has existed between the priest
and the layman, as representatives of two

—

cule.

Priest, Orand High. See Grand
Sigh Priest.
Priest, Higb. See Sigh Priest.

Priesthood, Order of High.
Sigh

Priesthood, Order

See

of.

Priestly Order. A Eite which Bro.
John Yarker, of Manchester, says (Myst. of
Antiq., p. 126,) was formerly practised in
Ireland, and formed the system of the York
Grand Lodge. It consisted of seven deSymbolic degrees;
Eoyal Arch 6. Knight
Templar; 7. Knight Templar Priest, or
Holy Wisdom. The last degree was called
a Tabernacle, and was governed by seven
grees, as follows
4.

:

Past Master;

" Pillars."

Bro.

1. 2. 3.

6.

;

Hughan

(Sist. of

Freem.

in York, p. 32,) doubts the York origin of
the Priestly Order, as well as the claim it
made to have been revived in 1786. It is
now obsolete.

Priest, Royal.

The

fifth

degree of

the Initiated Brothers of Asia.

Priest Theosophist.
that

it is

Thory says
the sixth degree of the Kabbalistic

Rite.

Priuiitire Freemasonry.

The

Primitive Freemasonry of the antediluvians is a term for which we are indebted
to Oliver, although the theory was broached
by earlier writers, and among them by the
distinct classes.
Chevalier Ramsay.
The theory is, that
But Masonry has preserved in its reli- the principles and doctrines of Freemagious ceremonies, as in many of its other sonry existed in the earliest ages of the
usages, the patriarchal spirit. Hence the world, and were believed and practised by
Master of the Lodge, like the father of a a primitive people, or priesthood, under
primitive family, on all occasions offers the name of Pure or Primitive Freemaup prayer and serves at the altar.
chap- sonry and that this Freemasonry, that is to
lain is sometimes, through courtesy, invited say, the religious doctrine inculcated by it,
to perform the former duty, but the Master was, after the flood, corrupted by the Pagan
is really the priest of the Lodge.
philosophers and priests, and, receiving the
Having then such solemn duties to dis- title of furious li-eeniasonry, was exhibited
charge, and sometimes, as on fiinereal occa- in the Ancient Mysteries. The Noachidae,
sions, in public, it becomes every Master however, preserved the principles of the
so to conduct his life and conversation as Primitive Freemasonry, and transmitted
not, by contrast, to make his ministration them to succeeding ages, when at length
of a sacred office repulsive to those who see they assumed the name of iSpiCulative Maand hear him, and especially to profanes. sonry.
The Primitive Freemasonry was
It is not absolutely required that he should probably without ritual or symbolism, and
be a religious man, resembling the clergy- consisted only of a seri es of abstract proposiman in seriousness of deportment but in tions derived from antediluvian traditions.
his behavior he should be an example of Its dogmas were the unity of God and the
respect for religion. He who at one time immortality of the soul.
Dr. Oliver, who
drinks to intoxication, or indulges in pro- gave this system its name, describes it
fane swearing, or obscene and vulgar lan- (Sist. Landm., i., p. 61,) in the following
guage, is unfit at any other time to conduct language. " It included a code of simple
the religious services of a society. Such a morals.
It assured men that they wno
Master could inspire the members of his did well would be approved of God and
Lodge with no respect for the ceremonies if they followed evil courses, sin would be
he was conducting; and if the occasion imputed to them, and they would thus bewas a public one, as at the burial of a come subject to punishment. It detailed
brother, the circumstance would subject the the reasons why the seventh day was con-

A

;

;

;

;
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secrated and set apart as a Sabbath, or day
of rest and showed why the bitter consequences of sin were visited upon our first
parents, as a practical lesson that it ought
to be avoided.
But the great object of this
Primitive Freemasonry was to preserve
and cherish the promise of a Redeemer,
who should provide a remedy for the evil
that their transgression had introduced
into the world, when the appointed time

age to age, in a direct and uninterrupted
line, to the Freemasons of the present day.
The theory is an attractive one, and may
be qualifiedly adopted, if we may accept
what appears to have been the doctrine of
Anderson, of Hutchinson, of Preston, and
of Oliver, that the purer theosophic tenets
of "the chosen people of God" were similar to those subsequently inculcated in Masonry, and distinguished from the corrupted
should come."
teaching of the Pagan religions as develIn his History of Initiation he makes the oped in the mysteries. But if we attempt
supposition that the ceremonies of this to contend that there was among the PaPrimitive Freemasonry would be few and triarchs any esoteric organization at all reunostentatious, and consist, perhaps, like sembling the modern system of Freemathat of admission into Christianity, of a sonry, we shall find no historical data on
simple lustration, conferred alike on all, in which we may rely for support.
the hope that they would practise the
PrimitiTe Rite. This Rite was
social duties of benevolence and good-will founded at Narbonne, in France, on April
to man, and unsophisticated devotion to 19, 1780, by the pretended " Superiors of
God.
the Order of Free and Accepted Masons."
He does not, however, admit that the It was attached to the Lodge of the Philasystem of Primifive Freemasonry consisted delphes, under the title of the " First Lodge
only of those tenets which are to be found of St. John united to the Primitive Rite
in the first chapters of Genesis, or that he for the country of France." Hence it is
intends, in his definition of this science, to sometimes called the Primitive Rite of Narembrace so general and indefinite a scope bonne, and sometimes the Rite of the Philaof all the principles of truth and light, as delphes. It was divided into three classes,
Preston has done in his declaration, that which comprised ten degrees of instruction.
" from the commencement of the world, we These were not, in the usual sense, degrees,
may trace the foundation of Masonry." but rather collections of grades, out of
On the contrary, Oliver supposes that this which it was sought to develop all the inPrimitive Freemasonry included a partic- structions of which they were capable.
ular and definite system, made up of le- These classes and degrees were as follows
Mrst Class. 1. Apprentice. 2. Fellow
gends and symbols, and confined to those
who were initiated into its mysteries. The Craft. 3. Master Mason. These were conknowledge of these mysteries was of course formable to the same degrees in all the
communicated by God himself to Adam, other Rites. •
and from him traditionally received by his
Second Class. 4th degree, comprising
descendants, throughout the patriarchal line. Perfect Master, Elu, and Architect. 5th
This view of Oliver is substantiated by degree, comprising the Sublime Ecossais.
the remarks of Rosenberg, a learned French 6th degree, comprising the Knight of the
Mason, in an article in the Freemasons^ Sword, Knight of the East, and Prince of
Quarterly Review, on the Book of Eaziel, an Jerusalem.
Third Class. 7. The First Chapter of
ancient Kabbalistic work, whose subject is
these divine .mysteries. " This book," says Rose Croix, comprising ritual instructions.
Rosenberg, " informs us that Adam was the 8. The Second Chapter of Rose Croix. It
is the depository of historical documents
first to receive these mysteries. Afterwards,
when driven out of Paradise, he communi- of rare value. 9. The Third Chapter of
cated them to his son Seth Seth communi- Rose Croix, comprising physical and philosophical instructions. 10. The Fourth and
cated them to Enoch Enoch to Methuselah
last Chapter of Rose Croix, or Rose Croix
Methuselah to Lamech Lamech to Noah
Noah to Shem Shem to Abraham Abra- Brethren of the Grand Rosary, engaged in
ham to Isaac Isaac to Jacob Jacob to researches into the occult sciences, the obLevi ; Levi to Kelhoth Kelhoth to Amram
ject being the rehabilitation and reintegraAmram to Moses Moses to Joshua Joshua tion of man in his primitive rank and prerogatives. The Primitive Rite was united
to the Elders the Elders to the Prophets
the Prophets to the Wise Men ; and then to the Grand Orient in 1786, although some
from one to another down to Solomon."
of its Lodges, objecting to the union, mainSuch, then, was the Pure or Primitive tained their independence. It secured, at
Freemasonry, the first system of mysteries one time, a high consideration among
which, according to modern Masonic writ- French Masons, not only on account of the
ers of the school of Oliver, has descended, objects in which it was engaged, but on acof course with various modifications, from count also of the talents and position of
;
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;
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many

of

its

But

members.

no longer

it is

practised.

Primitive

Scottisli Rite. This
Rite claims to have been established in
1770, at Namur, in Belgium, by a body
called the Metropolitan Grand Lodge of
Edinburgh. But the truth, according to
Clavel, (HiM. Pitt., p. 220,) is that it was

the invention of one Marchot, an advocate
of Nivelles, who organized it in 1818, at
Namur, beyond which city, and the Lodge
of " Bonne Amiti6," it scarcely ever extended. It consists of thirty-three degrees,
as follows: 1. Apprentice; 2. Fellow Craft;
3. Master 4. Perfect Master 5. Irish Master; 6. Elect of Nine; 7. Elect of the Unknown; 8. Elect of Fifteen; 9. Illustrious
Master; 10. Perfect Elect; 11. Minor Architect; 12. Grand Architect; 13. Sublime
Architect; 14. Master in Perfect Architecture 15. Royal Arch 16. Prussian Knight
17. Knight of the East; 18. Prince of Jerusalem 19. Master of All Lodges 20. Knight
of the West; 21. Knight of Palestine 22.
Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix 23. Sublime Scottish Mason 24. Knight of the
Sun 25. Grand Scottish Mason of St. Andrew 28. Master of the Secret 27. Knight
of the Black Eagle 28. Knight of
29. Grand Elect of Truth 30. Novice of the
Interior 31. Knight of the Interior
32.
Prefect of the Interior 33. Commander of
the Interior. The Primitive Scottish Rite
appears to have been founded upon the
Rite of Perfection, with an intermixture
of the Strict Observance of Hund, the
Adonhiramite, and some other Rites.
Prince. The word Prince is not at;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

H

K

;

;

;

;

;

tached as a

title to

any Masonic

ofiSce,

but

prefixed as a part of the name to several
degrees, as Prince of the Royal Secret,
Prince of Rose Croix, and Prince of Jerusalem. In all of these instances it seems
to convey some idea of sovereignty inherent in the character of the degree. Thus
the Prince of the Royal Secret was the ultimate, and, of course, controlling degree
of the Rite of Perfection, whence, shorn,
however, of its sovereignty, it has been
transferred to the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. The Prince of Rose Croix, although holding in some Rites a subordinate
position, was originally an independent degree, and the representative of Rosicrucian
Masonry. It is still at the head of the
is

Rite.
The Princes of Jerusalem,
according to the Old Constitutions of the
Rite of Perfection, were invested with
power of jurisdiction over all degrees below
the sixteenth, a prerogative which they exercised long after the promulgation of the

term borrowed from the Constitutions of
1762.
But there are several other Prince
degrees which do not seem, at least now, to
such
claim any character of sovereignty
are the Prince of Lebanon, Prince of the
Tabernacle, and Prince of Mercy, all of
which are now subordinate degrees in th*
Scottish Rite,
Prince Adept. See Adept, Prince.

—

Prince Depositor, Grand.
{Grand Prince

Depositaire.)

A

degree in

the collection of Pyron.

Prince Mason. A term applied in
the Old Scottish Rite Constitutions to the
possessors of the high degrees above the
It was first assumed by the
fourteenth.
Council of the Emperors of the East and
West.
Prince of Jerusalem. {Prince de
Jerusalem.) This was the sixteenth degree
of the Rite of Perfection, whence it was
transferred to the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, where it occupies the same
numerical position. Its legend is founded
on certain incidents which took place during the rebuilding of the second Temple,
when the Jews were so much incommoded
by the attacks of the Samaritans and other
neighboring nations, that an embassy was
sent to King Darius to implore his favor
and protection, which was accordingly obtained.
This legend, as developed in the
degree, is contained neither in Ezra nor in
the apocryphal books of Esdras.
It is
found only in the Antiquities of Josephus,
(lib. xi., cap. iv., sec. 9,) and thence there
the strongest internal evidence to show
that it was derived by the inventor of the
degree.
Who that inventor was we can
only conjecture. But a.s we have the statements of both Ragon and Kloss that the
Baron de Tschoudy composed the degree
of Knight of the East, and as that degree
is the first section of the system of which
the Prince of Jerusalem is the second, we
may reasonably suppose that the latter was
is

composed by him. The degree being
one of those adopted by the Emperors of
the East and West in their system, which
Stephen Morin was authorized to propagate in America, it was introduced into
also

America long before the establishment of
the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite.
A Council was established by Henry A.
Francken, about 1767, at Albany, in the
New York, and a Grand Council
organized by Myers, in 1788, in Charleston,
South Carolina. This body exercised sovereign powers even after the establishment

French

State of

Constitutions of 1786 and even now they
are called, in the ritual of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, " Chiefs in Masonry," a

of the Supreme Council, which was May
31, 1801, for, in 1802, it granted a Warrant
for the establishment of a Mark Lodge in
Charleston, and another in the same year,
for a Lodge of Perfection, in Savannah,

;

;
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(Georgia.
But under the present regulations of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, this prerogative has been abolished,
and Grand Councils of Princes of Jerusalem no longer exist. The old regulation,
that the Master of a Lodge of Perfection
must be at least a Prince of Jerusalem,
which was contained in the Constitution
of the Grand Council, has also been repealed, together with most of the privileges
which formerly appertained to the degree.
decision of the Supreme Council, in 1870,
has even obliterated Councils of the Princes
of Jerusalem as a separate organization,
authorized to confer the preliminary degree
of Knights of the East, and placed such
Councils within the bosom of Rose Croix
Chapters, a provision of which, as a manifest innovation on the ancient system, the
expediency, or at least the propriety, may
be greatly doubted.
Bodies of this degree are called Councils.
According to the old rituals, the officers
were a Most Equitable, a Senior and Junior
Most Enlightened, a Grand Treasurer, and
Grand Secretary. The more recent ritual
of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States has substituted for these a Most
Illustrious Tarshatha, a Most Venerable
High Priest, a Most Excellent Scribe, two
Most Enlightened Wardens, and other
Yellow is the symbolic color of
officers.
the degree, and the apron is crimson, (formerly white,) lined and bordered with yellow. The jewel is a medal of gold, on one
side of which is inscribed a hand holding
an equally poised balance, and on the other
a double-edged, cross-hilted sword erect,
between three stars around the point, and

these three acts of mercy, that the degree derives its two names of Scottish Trinitarian
and Prince of Mercy, and not, as Ragon
supposes, from any reference to the Fathers
of Mercy, a religious society formerly engaged in the ransoming of Christian captives at Algiers.
Chemin Dupontfes [Mem.
8ur I'Ecots, p. 373,) says that the Scottish
rituals of the degree are too full of the
Hermetic philosophy, an error from which
the French Cahiers are exempt and he condemns much of its doctrines as " hyperbolique plaisanterie."
But the modern
rituals as now practised are obnoxious to
no such objection. The symbolic development of the number three of course constitutes a large part of its lecture; but the real
dogma of the degree is the importance of
Truth, and to this all its ceremonies are

A

the

letters

D

and Z on each

The Prince of Jerusalem is also the fiftythird degree of the Metropolitan Chapter
of France, and the forty-fifth of the Rite
of Mizraim.

Prince of liebanon.

See Knight

of the Royal Axe.

Prince of liibanus.

Another

title

for Prince of Lebanon.

Prince of Mercy.
The

;

directed.

Bodies of the degree are called Chapters.
officer is called Most Excellent Chief Prince, the Wardens are styled
Excellent. In the old rituals these officers
represented Moses, Aaron, and Eleazar;
but the abandonment of these personations
in the modern rituals is, I think, an improvement. The apron is red bordered
with white, and the jewel, an equilateral
triangle, within which is a heart.
This
was formerly inscribed with the Hebrew
letter tau, now with the letters I. H. S.
and, to add to the Christianization which

The presiding

these letters give to the degree, the American Councils have adopted a tessera in the
form of a small fish of ivory or mother of
pearl, in allusion to the well-known usage
of the primitive Christians.

Prince of Rose Croix.
Oroix, Prince

side.

{Pdnce du Merei.)

twenty-sixth degree of the Ancient

and Accepted Scottish

Rite, called also
Scottish Trinitarian or Ecosaaia Trinitaire. It

one of the eight degrees which were
added on the organization of the Scottish
is

Rite to the original twenty-five of the Rite
of Perfection.
It is a Christian degree in its construction, and treats of the triple covenant of
mercy which God made with man; first
next,
with Abraham by circumcision
with the Israelites in the wilderness, by
the intermediation of Moses; and lastly,
with all mankind, by the death and sufierings of Jesus Christ. It is in allusion to
;
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See Rose

of.

Prince of

the €aptiTity. Ac-

cording to the Talmudists, the Jews, while
in captivity at Babylon, kept a genealogical table of the line of their kings, and he
who was the rightful heir of the throne of
Israel was called the Head or Prince of the
Captivity. At the time of the restoration,
Zerubbabel, being the lineal descendant of
Solomon, was the Prince of the Captivity.

Prince of
{Grand Prince
collection of

Le

Grand.

tlie £ast.

d' Orient.)

A degree in the

Page.

Prince of the

IiCTites.

{Prince

A

degree in the collection of
the Lodge of Saint Louis des Amis Rfeunis
dea L'evitea.)

at Calais.

Prince of

the Royal Secret.

See Sublime Prince of

the

Royal

Secret,

Prince of the Seven Planets,
Illustrious Grand. [Illustre Grand

A

Prince dea sept Planitea.)
degree in the
manuscript collection of Peuvret.

Prince of the Tabernacle.
(IVincedu Tabernacle.)

The twenty-fourth

PRINCESS

PRINTED

degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
In tlie old rituals the degree
was intended to illustrate the directions
given for the building of the tabernacle,
the particulars of which are recorded in
the twenty-fifth chapter of Exodus. The
Lodge is called a Hierarchy, and its oflBcers
are a Most Powerful Chief Prince, representing Moses, and three Wardens, whose
style is Powerful, and who respectively represent Aaron, Bezaleel, and Aholiab. In
the modern rituals of the United States,
the three principal officers are called the
Leader, the High Priest, and the Priest,
and respectively represent Moses, Aaron,
and Ithamar, his son. The ritual is greatly
enlarged ; and while the main idea of the
degree is retained, the ceremonies represent
the initiation into the mysteries of the

resemblance between any of these degrees
and the order of High Priesthood ^vhich
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Mosaic tabernacle.

conferred in this country.
presiding officers of the Grand Chapter are called Grand Principals, and represent the same personages.
The official jewel of Z is a crown ; of H,
an All-seeing eye and of J, a book, each
surrounded by a nimbus, or rays of glory,
and placed within an equilateral triangle.
is

The

;

Principal Sojourner.
brew word

~|J, ger,

The He-

which we translate " a

sojourner," signifies a man living out of his
own country, and is used in this sejise
throughout the Old Testament The children of Israel were, therefore, during the
captivity, sojourners in Babylon, and the
person who is represented by this officer,
performed, as the incidents of the degree
relate, an important part in the restoration

The jewel is the letter A, in gold, sus- of the Israelites to Jerusalem. He was
pended from a broad crimson ribbon. The the spokesman and leader of a party of
apron is white, lined with scarlet and bor- three sojourners, and is, therefore, emphatdered with green. The flap is sky-blue.
On the apron is depicted a representation
of the tabernacle.
This degree appears to be peculiar to the
I
Scottish Rite and its modifications.
have not met with it in any of the other
Rites.

Princess of the Crown.

(Printenth and last
degree of the Masonry of Adoption according to the Freach riSgime. The degree,
which is said to have been composed in
StLsony, in 1770, represents the reception
of the Queen of Sheba by King Solomon.
The Grand Master and Grand Mistress personate Solomon and his wife, (which one,
the Cahier does not say,) and the recipiendary plays the part of the Queen of Sheba.
The degree, says Ragon, ( Tuil. Gen., p. 78,)
is not initiatory, but aimply honorary.

cesse de la Couronne.)

The

Principal Officers. The number
three, as

system,

a sacred number in the Masonic
among many other ways, devel-

is,

oped in the fact that in all Masonic bodies
there are three principal officers.
Principals. The three presiding officers in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,
according to the system practised in England, are called the Three Principals, or
King, Prophet, and Priest, and, under the
titles of Z., H., and J., represent Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Joshua.
No person is
eligible to the Firet Principal's chair unless
he has served twelve months in each of
the others; and he must also be the Master
or Past Master of a Lodge, and have served
in the Chapter the office of Scribe, Sojourner, or Assistant Sojourner.
At his
installation, each of the Principals receives
an installing degree like that of the Master
of a Blue Lodge.

There

is,

however, no

called the chief,
journer.

ically

or principal so-

In the English Royal Arch system there
are three officers called Sojourners. But in
tlie American system the three historical
sojourners are represented by the candidates, while only the supposed chief of
them is represented by an officer called the
Principal Sojourner. His duties are those
of a conductor, and resemble, in some respects, those of a Senior Deacon in a Symbolic Lodge ; which office, indeed, he occupies when the Chapter is open on any of
the preliminary degrees.
Printed Proceedings. In 1741,
the Grand Lodge of England adopted a
regulation, which Entick (Caiisf., p. 236,)
is careful to tell us, "was unanimously
agreed to," forbidding any brother "to
print, or cause to be printed, the proceedings of any Lodge or any part thereof^ or
the names of the persons present at such
Lodge, but by the direction of the Grand
Master or his deputy, uniler pain of being
disowned for a brother, and not to be admitted into any Quarterly Communication
or Grand Lodge, or any Lodge whatsoever,
and of being rendered incapable of bearing
any office in the Cratt." The law has
never been repealed, but, on the contrary,
its unfortunate spirit of unnecessary reticence has been extended, so that the Grand
Lodge of England never publishes any record of its transactions and the Craft would
be left in ignorance of everything in which
it is so much interested, as the legislation
of the Order, and the discussions in its
parliament, were it not for the enterprise
;

of unofficial reporters. The Grand Lodges
of Scotland and Ireland have followed uie

same

course.

A

different

one

is

pursued

PRIOR

PROCESSIONS

by most of the Grand Lodges of the world.
Bulletint) are published at stated intervals
by the Grand Orients of France, Italy, and

Portugal, and by nearly all those of South
America.
In the United States, every
Grand Lodge publishes annually the journal of its proceedings, and many subordinate Lodges print tne account of any
special meeting held on an important or
interesting occasion.

Prior. 1. The superiors of the different nations or provinces into which the
Order of the Templar was divided, were
at first called Priors or Grand Priors, and
afterwards Preceptors or Grand Preceptors.
2. Each of the languages of the Order
of Malta was divided into Grand Priories,
of which there were twenty-six, over which
a Grand Prior presided. Under him were

several Oommanderies.
3. The second officer in a Council of Kadosh, under the Supreme Council for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States.
4. The Grand Prior is the third officer
in the Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States.

Prior, Grand. See Grand Prior.
Priory. The jurisdiction of a Grand
Prior in the Order of Malta or St.
Jerusalem.

A

Prison.

John of

Lodge having been held

in 1782, in the King's Bench prison, London, the Grand Lodge of England passed
a resolution declaring that " it is inconsistent with the principles of Masonry
for any Freemason's Lodge to be held for
the purposes of making, passing, or raising
Masons in any prison or place of confinement." The resolution is founded on the
principle that there must be perfect freedom
of action in all that relates to the admission of candidates, and that this freedom
is not consistent with the necessary restraints of a prison.

Private Committee.
tee,

See Commit-

Private.

Privileged Questions.

In parliamentary law, privileged questions are defined to be those to which precedence is
given over all other questions. They are
of four kinds 1. Those which relate to the
rights and privileges of the assembly or any
of its members. 2. Motions for adjournment. 3. Motions for reconsideration. 4.
Special orders of the day. The first, third,
and fourth only are applicable to Masonic
parliamentary law.
Privilege, Questions of. In all
parliamentary or legislative bodies, there
occur certain questions which relate to
matters affecting the dignity of the assembly or the rights and privileges of some of
:

its

members, and these are hence called
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" questions of privilege " such, for instance,
are motions arising out of or having relation to a quarrel between two of the members, an assault upon any member, charges
affiecting the integrity of the assembly or
any of its members, or any other matters
of a similar character. Questions referring
to any of these matters take precedence of
all other business, and hence are always in
These questions of privilege are
order.
not to be confounded with privileged questions for, although all questions of privilege are privileged questions, all privileged
questions are not questions of privilege.
Strictly speaking, questions of privilege prelate to tne house or its members, and
privileged questions relate to matters of
business.
See the author's Parliamentary
La/w, as applied to the Government of Masonic Bodies, ch. xxiv., XXV.
Probation. The interval between the
reception of one degree and the succeeding one is called the probation of the candidate, because it is during this period that
;

;

he

is to prove his qualification for advancement. In England and in this country the
time of probation between the reception of
degrees is four weeks, to which is generally
added the further safeguard of an open
examination in the preceding degree. In
France and Germany the probation is extended to one year. The time is greatly
extended in the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Eite. The statutes of the Southern
Supreme Council require an interval of two
years to be passed between the reception of
the fourteenth and the thirty-second degrees.
An extraordinary rule prevailed
the Constitutions of 1762, by which the
Eite of Perfection was governed. According to this rule, a candidate was required
to pass a probation, from the time of his
application as an Entered Apprentice until

m

his reception of the twenty-fiflh or ultimate degree of the Eite, of no less than six
years and nine months. But as all the

separate times of probation depended on
symbolic numbers, it is not to be presumed
that this
enforced.

regulation was ever practically

Problem, Forty - Seventh.

See

Forty-Seventh Problem.

Processions. Public processions of
the Order, although not as popular as they
were some years ago, still have the warrant
of early and long usage. The first procession, after the revival, of which we have a
record, took place June 24, 1721, when, as
Anderson tells us, {2d ed., p. 112,) " Payne,
the Grand Master, with his Wardens, the
former Grand officers, and the Masters and
Wardens of twelve Lodges, met the Grand
Master elect in a Grand Lodge at the
King's Arms Tavern, St. Paul's Church-

608

PROCLAMATION

PROCESSIONS

In the morning, .... and from the same custom as prevailing in the cele'
thence they marched on foot to the Hall in bration of the Mysteries of Isis. Among
proper clothing and due form." Andereou the early Romans, it was the custom, in
and Entick continue to record the annual times of public triumph or distress, to have
processions of the Grand Lodge and the .solemn processions to the temples, either to
Craft on the feast day, with a few excep- thank the gods for their favor or to invoke
tions, for the next twenty-five years
but their protection. The Jews also went in
after this first pedestrian procession all the procession to the Temple to offer up their
subsequent ones were made in carriages, the prayers. So, too, the primitive Christians
unvaried record being, "a procession of walked in procession to the tombs of the
march was made in coaches and carriages." martyrs. Ecclesiastical processions were
But ridicule being thrown by the enemies first introduced in the fourth century.
of the Order upon these processions, by a They are now used in the Catholic Church
mock one in 1747, (see iscald Miserables,) on various occasions, and the Pontificate
in that year the Grand Lodge unanimously Romanum supplies the necessary ritual for
resolved to discontinue them, nor have they their observance. In the Middle Ages
since been renewed.
these processions were often carried to an
In this country, public processions of the absurd extent. Polydore describes them as
Craft were some years ago very common, consisting of" ridiculous contrivances, of a
nor have they yet been altogether aban- figure with a great gaping mouth, and other
doned; although now practised with greater pieces of merriment." But these displays
discretion and less frequently, being in were abandoned with the increasing refinegeneral restricted to special occasions of ment of the age. At this day, processions
importance, such as funerals, the laying of are common in all countries, not only of
corner-stones, or the dedication of public religious confraternities, but of political
yard,

;

edifices.

The

question has been often mooted,
whether public processions, with the open
exhibition of its regalia and furniture, are
or are not of advantage to the Order. In
1747 it was thought not to be so, at least in
London, but the custom was continued, to
a great extent, in the provinces. Dr. Oliver was in favor of what he calls {Symb. of
Olory,) " the good old custom, so strongly
recommended and assiduously practised by
the Masonic worthies of the last century,
and imitated by many other public bodies
of men, of assembling the brethren of a
province annually under their own banner,
and marching in solemn procession to the
house of God, to offer up their thanksgiving
in the public congregation for the blessings
of the preceding year to pray for mercies
in prospect, and to hear from the pulpit a
disquisition on the moral and religious purposes of the Order."
I confess that I should share the regrets
of the venerated Oliver, were public processions of the Order in this country to be
discontinued. I have heard no arguments
against them which outweigh the advantages to be derived from the impression
made on the minds of the spectators, and the
wholesome influence exerted on the members of the brotherhood who thus assemble
to pay honor to their Order.
Processions are not peculiar to the Masonic fraternity. The custom comes to us
from remote antiquity. In the initiations
at Eleusia, the celebration of the Mysteries
;

was accompanied each day by a solemn
procession of the initiates from Athens to
the temple of initiation. Apuleius describes

and social societies.
There are processions also in Masonry
which are confined to the internal concerns
of the Order, and are not therefore of a
public nature. The procession " round the
Hall," at the installation of the Grand
Master, is first mentioned in 1721. Previous to that year there is no allusion to
any such ceremony. From 1717 to 1720
we are simply told that the new Grand
Master " was saluted," and that he was
" homaged," or that " his health was drunk
in due form."
But in 1721 a processional
ceremony seems to have been composed, for
in that year we are informed Const. 1738,
(
p. 113,) that "Brother Payne, the old
Grand Master, made the first procession
round the Hall, and when returned, he proclaimed aloud the most noble prince and
our brother." This procession was not
abolished with the public processions in
1747, but continued for many years afterwards although I think not now used in
the Grand Lod^e of England. In this
country it gave rise to the procession at the
installation of Masters, which, although
provided for by the ritual, and practised by
most Lodges until very recently, has been
too often neglected by many. The form
of the procession, as adopted in 1724, is
given by Anderson, (second edition, p.
117,) and is almost precisely the same as
that used in all Masonic processions at the
present day, except funeral ones. The rule
was then adopted, which has ever since prevailed, that in all processions the juniors
in degree and in office shall go first, so that
the place of honor shall be the rear.
Proclamation. At the installation
;

—

:

PEOCLAMATION

PROFICIENCY

of the officers of a Lodge, or any other Masonic body, and especially a Grand Lodge
or Grand Chapter, proclamation is made in
a Lodge or Chapter by the installing officer,
and in a Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter
bv the Grand Marshal.
Proclamation is
also made on some other occasions, and on
such occasions the Grand Marshal performs the duty.

Proclamation of Cyrns. A ceremony

We

in the American Eoyal Arch.
learn from Scripture that in the first year
of Cyrus, the king of Persia, the captivity
of the Jews was terminated. Cyrus, from
his conversations with Daniel and the
other Jewish captives of learning and piety,
as well as from his perusal of their sacred
books, more especially the prophecies of
Isaiah, had become imbued with a knowledge of true religion, and hence had even
mblicly announced to his subjects his beHief in the God " which the nation of the
Israelites worshipped."
He was consequently impressed with an earnest desire
to fulfil the prophetic declarations of
which he was the subject, and to rebuild
the Temple of Jerusalem. Accordingly, he
issued a proclamation, which we find in
Ezra, as follows
"Thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia, The
Lord God of heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of theearth; andhehath charged
me to build him a house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judea.
is there among
you of all his people ? his God be with him,

the celebrated

hymn

609

of Orpheus, which

it

said was sung at the Mysteries of Eleusis,
we meet with this phrase, Meyf o/<aj olg Qe/iic
carl Qvpar d'^m Oeade Befi^loig, " I speak to
those to whom it is lawful, but let the doors
be closed against the profane." When the
mysteries were about to begin, the Greeks
used the solemn formula, iicdg, img, iari Be^rj)iol
and the Romans, " Procul, O procul
este profani," both meaning, " Depart, depart, ye profane "
Hence the original
and inoffensive signification of profane is
that of being uninitiated and it is in this
sense that it is used in Masonry, simply to
designate one who has not been initiated
as a Mason.
The word profane is not recognized as a noun substantive in the genis

;

I

;

usage of the language, but it has been
adopted as a technical term in the dialect
of Freemasonry, in the same relative sense
in which the word layman is used in the
professions of law and divinity.
eral

Proficiency.

The necessity that any

one who devotes himself to the acquisition
of a science should become a proficient in
its elementary instructions before he can
expect to grasp and comprehend its higher
branches, is so almost self-evident as to
need no argument. But as Speculative

Masonry is a science, it is equally necessary
that a requisite qualification for admission
to a higher degree should be a suitable proIt is true,
ficiency in the preceding one.
that we do not find in express words in the
Who
Old Constitutions any regulations requirand let him go up to Jerusalem, which is ing proficiency as preliminary to advancein Judea, and build the house of the Lord ment, but their whole spirit is evidently to
God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in that effect; and hence we find it prescribed
Jerusalem."
in the Old Constitution?, that no Master
With the publication of this proclama- shall take an apprentice for less than seven
tion of Cyrus commences what may be years, because it was expected that he
called the second part of the Eoyal Arch should acquire a competent knowledge of
degree.
the mystery before he could be admitted as
Profh.ne. There is no word whose a Fellow. The modern Constitution of the
technical and proper meaning differs more Grand Lodge of England provides that no
than this. In its ordinary use profane sig- Lodge shall confer a higher degree on any
nifies one who is irreligious and irreverent,
brother until he has passed an examination
but in its technical adaptation it is applied in open Lodge on the preceding degrees,
to one who is ignorant of sacred rites. The and many, perhaps most, of the Grand
word is compounded of the two Latin words Lodges of this country have adopted a simpro and fanum, and literally means before ilar regulation. The ritual of all the symor outside of the temple; and hence a pro- bolic degrees, and, indeed, of the higher
ftmus among the ancients was one who was degrees, and that too in all rites, makes
not allowed to enter the temple and be- the imperative demand of every candidate
hold the mysteries. " Those," says Vos- whether he has made suitable proficiency
sius, " were called profane who were not in the preceding degree, an affirmative aninitiated in the sacred rites, but to whom swer to which is required before the rites
it was allowed only to stand before the
of initiation can be proceeded with. This
temple
not to enter it and answer is, according to the ritual, that " he
profano

—

take part in the solemnities." The Greek
equivalent, BiptiXog, had a similar reference;
for its root is found in Bj/Mf, a threshold,
as if it denoted one who was not permitted
In
to pass the threshold of the temple.
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has ; " but some Masons have sought to
evade the consequence of an acknowledgment of ignorance and want of proficiency
by a change of the language of the ritual
into "such as time and circumstances

;
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PROGRESSIVE

would permit." But this is an innovation, the election of the Duke of Cambridge to
unsanctioned by any authority, and should the office of Grand Master, a regulation
be repudiated. If the candidate has not was adopted by the Grand Lodge of Engmade proper proficiency, the ritual, outside land, that whenever a prince of the blood
of all statutory regulations, refuses him accepted the office of Grand Master, he
advancement.
should be at liberty to nominate any peer
Anderson, in the second edition of his of the realm to be the Acting Grand MasConstitutions, (p. 71,) cites what he calls ter, and to this officer is given the title of
"an old record," which says that in the Pro Grand Master. He must be a noblereign of Edward the Third of England it man and a Past Master. His collar, jewel,
was ordained " that such as were to be ad- and authority are the same as those of a
mitted Master Masons, or Masters of work, Grand Master, and in the case of a vacancy
should be examined whether they be able he actually assumes the office until the
of cunning to serve their respective Liords, next annual election. There has been no
as well the lowest as the highest, to the Pro Grand Master in England since the
honor and worship of the aforesaid art, and death of the Duke of Sussex, in 1843, when
the Earl of Zetland, who was then the
to the profit of their Lords."
Here, then, we may see the origin of that Pro Grand Master, assumed the chair, and
usage, which is still practised in every well at the next annual election was chosen
governed Lodge, not only of demanding a Grand Master.
proper degree of proficiency in the candiProgresslTC Masonry. Freemaundoubtedly a progressive science,

date, but also of testing that proficiency by

sonry

an examination.
This cautious and honest fear of the Fraternity lest any brother should assume the
duties of a position which he could not
faithfully discharge, and which is, in our
time, tantamount to a candidate's advancing to a degree for which he is not prepared, is again exhibited in all the Old

and yet the fundamental principles of Freemasonry are the same now as they were at

is

the very beginning of the Institution. Its
In these
landmarks are unchangeable.
there can be no alteration, no diminution,
nor addition.
When, therefore, we say
that Freemasonry is progressive in its
character, we of course do not mean to
allude to this unalterable part of its constitution.
But there is a progress which
every science must undergo, and which
many of them have already undergone, to
which the science of Freemasonry is subject.
Thus we say of chemistry that it is
a progressive science. Two hundred years
ago, all its principles, so far as they were

Constitutions. Thus in the Landsdowne
Manuscript, whose date is referred to the
middle of the sixteenth century, it is
charged "that no Mason take on him.no
Lord's work, nor other man's, but if [unless] he know himself well able to perform
the work, so that the Craft have no slander."
The same regulation, and almost in the
same .language, is to be found in all the known, were directed to such flitile insubsequent manuscripts.
quiries as the philosopher's stone and the
In the Charges of 1722, it is directed elixir of immortality. Now these princithat " a younger brother shall be instructed ples have become more thoroughly underin working, to prevent spoiling the mate- stood, and more definitely established, and
rials for want of judgment, and for improv- the object of their application is more
ing and continuing of brotherly love." It noble and philosophic.
The writings
was, with the same view, that all of the of the chemists of the former and the
Old Constitutions made it imperative that present period sufficiently indicate this
no Master should take an apprentice for progress of the science. And yet the eleless than seven years, because it was ex- mentary principles of chemistry are unpected that he should acquire a competent changeable. Its truths were the same then
knowledge of the mystery of the Craft be- as they are now. Some of them were at
fore he could be admitted as a Fellow.
that time unknown, because no mind of
Notwithstanding these charges had a sufficient research had discovered them
more particular reference to the operative but they existed as truths, from the very
part of the art, they clearly show the great creation of matter; and now they have
stress that was placed by our ancient breth- only been developed, not invented.
ren upon the necessity of skill and proSo it is with Freemasonry. It too has
ficiency and they have furnished the pre- had its progress. Masons are now expected
cedents upon which are based all the simi- to be more learned than formerly in all
lar regulations that have been subsequently that relates to the science of the Order.
applied to Speculative Masonry.
Its origin, its history, its objects, are now
Pro Orand Master. An officer considered worthy of the attentive conknown only to the English system, and sideration of its disciples. The rational
adopted for the first time in 1782, when, on explanation of its ceremonies and symbols,
;

PROMISE

PROOFS

and their connection with ancient systems
of religion and philosophy, are now considered as necessary topics of inquiry for all
who desire to distinguish themselves as proMasonic science.
In all these things we see a great difference between the Masons of the present
and of former days. In Europe, a century
ago, such inquiries were considered as
legitimate subjects of Masonic study.
Hutchinson published in 1760, in England,
his admirable work entitled The Spirit of
Freemasonry, in which the deep philosophy
of the Institution was fairly developed with

ficients in

much

learning and ingenuity.

Preston's

Illustrations of Masonry, printed at a not
much later period, also exhibit the system
treated, in many places, in a philosophical

manner.

Lawrie's History of Freemasonry,
published in Scotland about the end of
the last century, is a work containing much
profound historical and antiquarian research. And in the present century, the
works of Oliver alone would be sufficient
to demonstrate to the most cursory observer that Freemasonry has a claim to be
ranked among the learned institutions of
the day. In Germany and France, the
press has been borne down with the weight
of abstruse works on our Order, written by
men of the highest literary pretensions.
In this country, notwithstanding the
really excellent work of Salem Town on
Specuhtive Masonry, published in 1818,
and the learned Discourses of Dr. T. M.
Harris, published in 1801, it is only within
a few years that Masonry has begun to assume the exalted position of a literary institution, in which the labors of our transatlantic brethren had long ago placed it.
Promise. In entering into the covenant of Masonry, the candidate makes a
promise to the Order ; for his covenant is
simply a promise where he voluntarily
places himself under a moral obligation to
act within certain conditions in a particular way.
The law of promise is, therefore,
strictly applicable to this covenant, and by
that law the validity and obligation of the
promises of every candidate must be determined. In every promise there are two
things to be considered: the intention and
the obligation. As to the intention: of all
casuists, the Jesuits alone have contended
that the intention may be concealed within
the bosom of the promiser. Every Christian and Pagan writer agree on the principle that the words expressed must convey
their ordinary meaning to the promisee.
If I promise to do a certain thing to-morrow, I cannot, when the morrow comes,
refuse to do it on the ground that I only
promised to do it if it suited me when the
The
time of performance had arrived.
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obligation of every promiser is, then, to
fulfil the promise that he has made, not in
any way that he may have secretly intended, but in the way in which lie supposes that the one to whom he made it
understood it at the time that it was made.
Hence all Masonic promises are accompanied by the declaration that they are given
without equivocation or mental reservation

of any kind whatsoever.
All voluntary promises are binding, unless there be some paramount consideration
which will release the obligation of performance. It is worth while, then, to inquire if there be any such considerations
which can impair the validity of Masonic
promises. Dr. Way land (Elem. of Mor. Science, p. 285,) lays down five conditions in
which promises are not binding: 1. Where
the performance is impossible; 2. Where
the promise is unlawful 3. Where no expectation is voluntarily excited by the
promiser; 4. Where they proceed upon a
condition which the promiser subsequently
finds does not exist and, 5. Where either
of the parties is not a moral agent.
It is evident that no one of these conditions will apply to Masonic promises, for,
1.
Every promise made at the altar of
;

;

Masonry

No

is

possible to be performed

;

2.

exacted that is unlawful in
its nature; for the candidate is expressly
told that no promise exacted from him will
interfere with the duty which he owes to
God and to his country 3. An expectation
is voluntarily excited by the promiser, and
that expectation is that he will faithfully
fulfil his part of the covenant ; 4. No false
condition of things is placed before the
candidate, either as to the character of the
Institution or the nature of the duties
which would be required of him and, 5.
Both parties to the promise, the candidate
who makes it and the Craft to whom it is
made, are moral agents, fully capable of
entering into a contract or covenant.
This, then, is the proper answer to those
adversaries of Freemasonry who contend
for the invalidity of Masonic promises on
the very grounds of Wayland and other
moralists. Their conclusions would be correct, were it not that every one of their
premises is false.

promise

is

;

;

Promotion.

Promotion

in

Masonry

should not be governed, as in other socieThe fact that
ties, by succession of office.
one has filled a lower office gives him no
claim to a higher, unless he is fitted, by
skill and capacity, to discharge its duties
faithfully.
This alone should be the true
basis of promotion. See Preferment.
Proofs. What the German Masons call

"proben und prilfungen," trials and proofs,
and the French, " 6preuves Ma9onniques,"

PROSELYTISM

PROPERTY
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or Masonic proofs, are defined by Bazot
[Manuel, p. 141,) to be " mysterious methods
of discovering the character and disposition of a recipiendary." They are, in fact,
those ritualistic ceremonies of initiation
which are intended to test the fortitude and
fidelity of the candidate.
They seem to be
confined to continental Masonry, for they
are not known to any extent in the English
or American systems, where all the ceremonies are purely symbolic.
Krause (Kunsturhind., i. 152, n. 37,) admits that no trace
of them, at least in the perilous and fearful
forms which they assume in the continental rituals, are to be found in the oldest
English catechisms and he admits that, as
appealing to the sentiments of fear and
hope, and adopting a dramatic form, they
are contrary to the spirit of Masonry, and
greatly interfere with its symbolism and
with the pure and peaceful sentiments
which it is intended to impress upon the
mind of the neophyte.
;

Property of a Liodse. As a Lodge
owes

its

existence,

prerogatives that

it

and

all the rights and
exercises, to the Grand

Lodge from which it derives its Charter or
Warrant of Constitution, it has been decided, as a principle of Masonic law, that
when such Lodge ceases to exist, either by
a withdrawal or a surrender of its Warrant,
all

the property which

it

possessed at the

time of its dissolution reverts to the Grand
Lodge. But should the Lodge be restored
by a revival of its Warrant, its property
should be restored, because the Grand
Lodge held it only as the general trustee
or guardian of the Craft.
Prophet. Haggai, who in the American system of the Royal Arch is called
the scribe, in the English system receives
the title of prophet, and hence in the order
of precedence ne is placed above the high
priest.

Prophets, Schools of the.

See

Schools of the Prophets.

Proponenda. The matters contained
in the " notices of motions," which are required by the Grand Lodge of England to
be submitted to the members previous to

the Quarterly Communication when they
are to be discussed, are sometimes called
the proponenda, or subjects to be proposed.
Proposing Candidates. The only
method recognized in this country of proposing candidates for initiation or membership is by the written petition of the applicant, who must at the same time be recommended by two members of the Lodge.
In England, the applicant for initiation
must previously sign the declaration, which
in America is only made after his election.
He is then proposed by one brother, and,
the proposition being seconded by another,

he is ballotted for at the next regular
Applicants for membership are
Lodge.
also proposed without petition, but the certificate of the former Lodge must be produced, as in the United States the demit
Nor can any candidate for
is required.
be ballotted for unless previous
notice of the application be given to all
the members of the Lodge.
affiliation

Proscription. The German Masons
employ this word in the same sense in
which we do expulsion, as the highest Masonic punishment that can be inflicted.
They also use the word verbannung, banishment, for the same purpose.

Proselyte of Jerusalem.

{Prosede Jerusalem.) The sixty-eighth degree of the Metropolitan Chapter of France.
Proselytisni. Brahmanism is, perhaps, the only religion which is opposed to
proselytism. The Brahman seeks no convert to his faith, but is content with that
extension of his worship which is derived
from the natural increase only of its memlyte

The Jewish Church, perhaps one of
the most exclusive, and which has always
seemed indifferent to progress, yet provided
a special form of baptism for the initiation
of its proselytes into the Mosaic rites.
Buddhism, the great religion of the Eastern world, which, notwithstanding the opposition of the leading Brahmans, spread
with amazing rapidity over the Oriental
nations, so that now it seems the most
popular religion of the world, owes its extraordinary growth to the energetic propagandism of Sakya-muni, its founder, and
to the same proselyting spirit which he inculcated upon his disciples.
The Christian Church, mindful of the
precepts of its divine founder, "Go ye into
all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature," has always considered the
work of missions as one of the most important duties of the Church, and owes its
rapid increase, in its earlier years, to the
proselyting spirit of Paul, and Thomas,
and the other apostles.
Mohammedanism, springing up and lingering for a long time in a single family,
at length acquired rapid growth among the
Oriental nations, through the energetic
proselytism of the Prophet and his adherents.
But the proselytism of the religion
of the New Testament and that of the Koran differed much iu character. The Christian made his converts by persuasive accents
and eloquent appeals ; the Mussulman converted his penitents by the sharp power of
the sword, Christianity was a religion of
peace, Mohammedanism of war; yet each,
though pursuing a difierent method, was
equally energetic in securing converts.
In respect to this doctrine of proselytism,
bers.

;
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vantage of his own wrong;
The knot
which binds him to the Fraternity has
been tied by himself, and is indissoluble.
hammed.
The renouncing Mason may, indeed, withIn plain words, Freemasonry is rigor- draw from his connection with a Lodge,
ously opposed to all proselytism. While but he cannot release himself from his obits members do not hesitate, at all proper ligations to the regulation, which requires
times and on all fitting occasions, to defend every Mason to be a member of one. He
the Institution from all attacks of its en- may abstain from all communication with
emies, it never seeks, by voluntary lauda- his brethren, and cease to take any interest
tion of its virtues, to make new accessions in the concerns of the Fraternity but he
of friends, or to add to the number of its is not thus absolved from the performance
disciples.
of any of the duties imposed upon him by
Nay, it tioasts, as a peculiar beauty of its his original admission into the brothersystem, that it is a voluntary Institution. hood. A proselyte, persuaded against his
Not only does it forbid its members to use will, might claim his right to withdraw
any efforts to obtain initiates, but actually but the voluntary seeker must take and
requires every candidate for admission into hold what he finds.
its sacred rites to seriously declare, as a preAnother result of this anti-proselyting

IFreemasonry "resembles more the exclusive
faith of Brahma thau the inviting one of
Moses, of Buddha, of Christ, or of Mo-

;

paratory step, that in this voluntary offer of
himself he has been unbiased by the improper
solicitations of friends. Without this declaration, the candidate would be unsuccessful
in his application. Although it is required
that he should be prompted to solicit the
privilege by the favorable opinion which
he had conceived of the Institution, yet no
provision is made by which that opinion
can be inculcated in the minds of the profane for were a Mason, by any praises of
the Order, or any exhibitions of its advantages, to induce any one under such representations to seek admission, he would not
only himself commit a grievous fault, but
would subject the candidate to serious embarrassment at the very entrance of the
;

Lodge.
This Brahmanical spirit of anti-proselytism, in which Masonry differs from every
other association, has imprinted upon the
Institution certain peculiar features. In
the first place, Freemasonry thus becomes,
in the most positive form, a voluntary association.
Whoever comes within its mystic circle, comes there of his "own free will
and accord, and unbiased by the influence
of friends." These are the terms on which
he is received, and to all the legitimate
consequences of this voluntary connection
he must submit. Hence comes the axiom,
" once a Mason, always a Mason " that is
to say, no man, having once been initiated
;

into its sacred rites, can, at his own pleasure or caprice, divest himself of the obligations and duties which, as a Mason, he
has assumed. Coming to us freely and willingly, he can urge no claim for retirement
on the plea that he was unduly persuaded,
or that the character of the Institution had

been falsely represented. To do so, would
be to convict himself of fraud and falsehood, in the declarations made by him
preliminary to his admission. And if these
declarations were indeed false, he at least
cannot, under the legal maxim, take ad-

the Institution

spirit of

members from
crease

its

all

to relieve its
to inIt is not to be supis,

undue anxiety

members.

Masons have not the very
natural desire to see the growth of their
Order. Towards this end, they are ever
ready to defend its character when attacked, to extol its virtues, and to maintain its claims to the confidence and approval of the wise and good.
But the
growth they wish is not that abnormal one,
derived from sudden revivals or ephemeral
enthusiasm, where passion too often takes
the place of judgment; but that slow and
steady, and therefore healthy, growth
which comes from the adhesion of wise
and virtuous and thoughtful men, who are
willing to join the brotherhood, that they
may the better labor for the good of their
fellow-men.
Thus it is that we find the addresses of
our Grand Masters, the reports of our committees on foreign correspondence, and the
speeches of our anniversary orators, annually denouncing the too rapid increase of
the Order, as something calculated to affect
posed

that

its stability

and

usefulness.

And

hence, too, the black ball, that antagonist of proselytism, has been long and
familiarly called the bulwark of Masonry.
Its faithflil use is ever being inculcated by
the fathers of the Order upon its younger
members; and the unanimous ballot is
universally admitted to be the most effectual means of preserving the purity of the
Institution.

And

so, this spirit

impressed

of anti-prosclytism,

upon every Mason from

his

although not itself a
landmark, has come to be invested with all
the sacredness of such a law, and Freemasonry stands out alone, distinct from every
other human association, and proudly proclaims, " Our portals are open to all the
good and true, but we ask no man to
earliest

enter."

initiation,
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Protector of Innocence.

(Prodegree in the
P Innocence.)
nomenclature of Fustier, cited by him from
the collection of Viany.
Protocol. In French, the formulae
or technical words of legal instruments ; in
Germany, the rough draught of an instrument or transaction in diplomacy, the
Gadicke says
original copy of a treaty.
that, in Masonic language, the protocol is
the rough minutes of a Lodge. The word
is used in this sense in Germany only.

A

tecteur de

;

Prototype. The same
which

as archetype,

see.

ProTinclal Grand liodge.

In

each of the counties of England is a Grand
Lodge composed of the various Lodges
within that district, with the Provincial
Grand Master at their head, and this hody
is called a Provincial Grand Lodge.
It
derives its existence, not from a Warrant,
but from the Patent granted to the Provincial Grand Master by the Grand Master,
and at his death, resignation, or removal, it
becomes extinct, unless the Provincial
Grand Registrar keeps up its existence by
presiding over the province until the appointment of another Provincial Grand
Master. Its authority is confined to the
framing of by-laws, making regulations,
hearing disputes, etc., but no absolute sentence can be promulgated by its authority
without a reference to the Grand Lodge.
Hence Oliver {Jurisprud., 272,) says that a
Provincial Grand Lodge " has a shadow of
power, but very little substance. It may
talk, but it cannot act."
The system does
not exist in the United States. In England and Ireland the Provincial Grand
Master is appointed by the Grand Master,
but in Scotland his commission emanates
from the Grand Lodge.

Provincial Grand Master. The
presiding oflScer of a Provincial Grand
Lodge. He is appointed by the Grand
Master, during whose pleasure he holds his
oflBce.
An appeal lies from his decisions to
the Grand Lodge.

ProTincial Grand Officers. The
officers of a Provincial Grand Lodge correspond in title to those of the Grand
Lodge. The Provincial Grand Treasurer is
elected, but the other officers are nominated

by the Provincial Grand Master. They
are not by such appointment members of
the Grand Lodge, nor do they take any rank
out of their province. They must all be
residents of the province and subscribing
members t« some Lodge therein. Provincial Grand Wardens must be Masters or
Past Masters of a Lodge, and Provincial
Grand Deacons, Wardens, or Past Wardens.

ProTincial Master of the
Cross.

The

Red

sixth degree of the Eite of

Clerks of Strict Observance.

ProTost and Judge.

(PrivSt

et

The seventh degree of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Kite. The history
Juge.\

of the degree relates that it was founded
by Solomon, King of Israel, for the purpose
of strengthening his means of preserving
order among the vast number of craftsmen
engaged in the construction of the Temple.
Tito, Prince Harodim, Adoniram, and Abda
his father, were first created Provosts and

who were afterwards directed by
Solomon to initiate his favorite and intimate secretary, Joabert, and to give him
Judges,

the keys of all the building. In the old
rituals, the Master of a Lodge of Pro.yos,ts
and Judges represents Tito, Prince Harodim, the first Grand Warden and Inspector
of the three hundred architects. The number of lights is six, and the symbolic color
In the more recent ritual of the
is red.
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States
there has been a slight change. The legend
is substantially pre.served, but the presiding
officer represents Azarias, the son of Nathan.
The jewel is a golden key, having the
within a triangle engraved on the
letter
ward. The collar is red. The apron is
white, lined with red, and is furnished with
a pocket.
This was one of Ramsay's degrees, and
was originally called Maitre Irlcmdais, or
Irish Master.

A

Proxy

The Regulanew Grand
Master be absent from the Grand Feast, he
Installation.

tions of 1721 provide that, if the

may

be proclaimed if proper assurance be
given that he will serve, in which case the
old Grand Master shall act as his proxy
and receive the usual homage. This has
led to a custom, once very common in this

now getting into disuse, of
installing an absent officer by proxy. Such
installations are called proxy installations.
Their propriety is very questionable.
country, but

Proxy Master.
of Scotland, a Lodge

In the Grand Lodge
is

permitted to elect

any Master Mason who holds a diploma of
the Grand Lodge, although he may not be
a member of the Lodge, as its Proxy Master.
He nominates two Proxy Wardens,
and the three then become members of the
Grand Lodge and representatives of the
Lodge. Great opposition has recently been
made to this system, because by it a Lodge
is often represented by brethren who are in
no way connected with it, who never were
present at any of its meetings, and who are
personally unknown to any of its members.
A similar system prevailed in the Grand
Lodge of South Carolina, but was, after a
hard struggle, abolished in 1860, at the
adoption of a new Constitution.
Prudence. This is one of the four
cardinal virtues, the practice of which is

PRUSSIA
inculcated

Preston
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upon the Entered Apprentice.
introduced

into the degree
as referring to what was then, and long before had been called the four principal
signs, but which are now known as the perfect points of entrance.
Preston's eulogium on prudence differs from that used in
the lectures of this country, which was composed by Webb. It is in these words:
" Prudence is the true guide to human understanding, and consists in judging and
determining with propriety what is to be
said or done upon all our occasions, what
dangers we should endeavor to avoid, and
how to act in all our difficulties." Webb's
first

it

is much better, may be
the Monitors. The Masonic
reference of prudence to the manual point
reminds us of the classic method of representing her statues with a rule or measure
in her hand.
Prussia. Frederick William I. of
Prussia was so great an enemy of the Masonic institution, that until his death it was
scarcely known in his dominions, and the
initiation, in 1738, of his son, the Crown
Prince, was necessarily kept a secret from his
father. But in 1740 Frederick II. ascended
the throne, and Masonry soon felt the advantages of a royal patron. The Baron de
Bielefeld says (Lettres, i. 157,) that in that
year the king himself opened a Lodge at
Charlottenburg, and initiated his brother,
Prince William, the Margrave of Brandenburg, and the Duke of Holstein-Beck.
Bielefeld and the Counsellor Jordan, in
1740, established the Lodge of the Tiiree
Globes at Berlin, which soon afterwards
assumed the rank of a Grand Lodge.
There are now in Prussia three Grand
Lodges, the seats of all of them being at
Berlin.
These are the Grand Lodge of the
Three Globes, established in 1740; the
Grand Lodge Royal York of Friendship,
established in 1752; and the National
Grand Lodge of Germany, established in
1770. There is no country in the world
where Freemasonry is more profoundly
studied as a science than in Prussia, and
muchof the abstruse learning of the Order,
for which Germany has been distinguished,
is to be found among the members of the
Prussian Lodges. Unfortunately, they have,
for a long time, been marked with an intolerant spirit towards the Jews, whose initiation was strictly forbidden until very recently, when that stain was removed, and
the tolerant principles of the Order were
recognized by the abrogation of the offen-

definition,

found in

which

all

sive laws.

Prussian Knlglit.

Pseudonym. A

See Noaohite.

or fictitious
Continental writers on Freemasonry in the last century often assumed

name.

4C

false
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names, sometimes from affectation,
and sometimes because the subjects they
treated were unpopular with the government or the church. Thus, Carl Rcissler
wrote under the pseudonym of Acerrellas,
Arthuseus under that of Irenaeus Agnostus, Guillemain de St. Victor under that
fictitious

of De Gaminville or Querard, Louis Travenol under that of Leonard Gabanon, etc.
The Illuminati also introduced the custom of giving pseudonyms to the kingdoms
and cities of Europe thus, with them, Aus;

Munich, Athens; Vienna,
Rome Ingolstadt, Eleusis, etc. But this
practice was not confined to the Illuminati,
tria

was Achaia

;

;

we find many books published at Paris,
Berlin, etc., with the fictitious imprint of

for

Jerusalem, Cosmopolis, Latomopolis, Philadelphia, Edessa, etc.
This practice has
long since been abandoned.

Publications, Masonic. The fact
witbin the past few years, Freemasonry has taken its place
and an imposing
one, too
in the literature of the times;
that men of genius and learning have devoted themselves to its investigation that
its principles and its system have become
matters of study and research and that the
results of this labor of inquiry have been
given, and still continue to be given, to the
world at large, in the form of treatises on
Masonic science, have at length introduced
the new question among the Fraternity,
whether Masonic books are of good or of
evil tendency to the Institution.
Many
well-meaning but timid members of the
Fraternity object to the freedom with which
that,

—

—

;

;

Masonic topics are discussed in printed
works.

They think

much withdrawn

that the veil

by

modern

is

too

Masonic

writers, and tihat all doctrine and instruction should be confined to oral teaching,
within the limits of the Lodge room.
Hence, to them, the art of printing becomes useless for the diffusion of Masonic
knowledge ; and thus, whatever may be the
attainments of a Masonic scholar, the fruits
of his study and experience would be confined to the narrow limits of his personal
presence. Such objectors draw no distinction between the ritual and the philosophy

of Masonry.
Like the old priests of
Egypt, they would have everything concealed under hieroglyphics, and would as
soon think of opening a Lodge in public as
they would of discussing, in a printed book,
the principles and design of the Institution.
The Grand Lodge of England, some
years ago, adopted a regulation which declared it penal to print or publish any part
of the proceedings of a Lodge, or the names
of the persons present at such a Lodge,
without the permission of the Grand Master.
The rule, however, evidently referred

—

:
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to local proceedings only, and had no relation whatever to the publication of Masonic
authors and editors ; for the English Masonic press, since the days of Hutchinson,
in the middle of the last century, has been
distinguished for the freedom, as well as
learning, with which the most abstruse
principles of our Order have been discussed.

Fourteen years ago the Committee of
Foreign Correspondence of a prominent
Grand Lodge affirmed that Masonic literature was doing more " harm than good to
the Institution." About the same time the
committee of another equally prominent
Grand Lodge were not ashamed to express
their regret that so much prominence of
" in several

Grand Lodge proceedMasonic publications. Masonry existed and flourished, was harmonious and happy, in their absence."
When one reads such diatribes against
Masonic literature and Masonic progress
such blind effisrts to hide under the bushel
the light that should be on the hill-top
he is incontinently reminded of a similar
iconoclast, who, more than four centuries
age, made a like onslaught on the perninotice

is,

ings, given to

—

cious

eflfects

of learning.

The immortal Jack Cade, in condemning
Lord Say to death as a patron of learning,
gave vent to words of which the language
of these enemies of Masonic literature
seems to be but the echo
" Thou hast most traitorously corrupted
the youth of the realm, in erecting a grammar-school and whereas, before, our forefathers had no other books but the score
and the tally, thou hast caused printing to
be used and contrary to the king, his
crown, and dignity, thou hast built a papermill.
It will be proved to thy face that
thou hast men about thee that usually talk
of a noun and a verb, and such abominable
words as no Christian ear can endure to
;

;

hear."
I belong to no such school.
On the
contrary, I believe that too much cannot
be written and printed and read about the
philosophy and history, the science and
symbolism, of Freemasonry provided always the writing is confided to those who
rightly understand their art. In Masonry,
as in astronomy, in geology, or in any other
;

of the arts and sciences, a new book by an
expert must always be esteemed a valuable
contribution. The productions of silly and
untutored minds will fall of themselves
into oblivion without the aid of official
persecution but that which is really valuable
which presents new facts, or furnishes suggestive thoughts
will, in spite
of the denunciations of the Jack Cades of

—

;

—

live to instruct the brethren, and
to elevate the tone and standing of the Institution.
Dr. Oliver, who has written more on Masonry than any other author, says on this
subject : " I conceive it to be an error in
judgment to discountenance the publication of philosophical disquisitions on the

Masonry,

subject of Freemasonry, because such a
proceeding would not only induce the
world to think that our pretensions are incapable of enduring the test of inquiry, but
would also have a tendency to restore the
dark ages of superstition, when even the
sacred writings were prohibited, under an
apprehension that their contents might
be misunderstood or perverted to the propagation of unsound doctrines and pernicious practices ; and thus would ignorance be transmitted, as a legacy, from one
generation to another."
Still further pursuing this theme, and
passing from the unfavorable influence
which must be exerted upon the world by
our silence, to the injury that must accrue
to the Craft, the same learned writer goes
on to say, that " no hypothesis can be more
untenable than that which forebodes evil to
the Masonic institution from the publication of Masonic treatises illustrative of its
philosophical and moral tendency." And
in view of the meagre and unsatisfactory
nature of the lectures, in the form in which
they are delivered in the Lodges, he wisely
suggests that " if strictures on the science
and philosophy of the Order were placed
within every brother's reach, a system of
examination and research would soon be
substituted for the dull and uninteresting
routine which, in so many instances, characterizes our private meetings.
The brethren would become excited by the inquiry,
and a rich series of new beauties and excellences would be their reward,"
Of such a result I have no doubt. In
consequence of the increase of Masonic
publications in this country within a few
years. Masonry has already been elevated
to a high position.
If there be any who
still deem it a merely social institution,
without a philosophy or literature ; if there
be any who speak of it with less admiration than it justly deserves, we may be assured that such men have read as little as
they have thought on the subject of its
science and its history.
few moments of
conversation with a Mason will show
whether he is one of those contracted craftsmen who suppose that Masonic "6npA<»te««"
consists merely in a knowledge of the correct mode of working one's way into a
Lodge, or whether he is one who has read

A

and properly appreciated the various

trea-
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tises on the " royal art," in which men of
genius and learning have developed the
true spirit and design of the Order.
Such is the effect of Masonic publications
upon the Fraternity and the result of all my
experience is, that enough has not been published.
Cheap books on all Masonic subjectSj easily accessible to the masses of the
Order, are necessaries essential to the elevation and extension of the Institution.
Too many of them confine their acquirements to a knowledge of the signs and the
ceremonies of initiation. There they cease
their researches.
They make no stu-dy of
the philosophy and the antiquities of the
Order. They do not seem to know that
the modes of recognition are simply intended as means of security against imposition, and that the ceremonial rites are
worth nothing without the symbolism of
which they are only the external expo-

no Mason can now take a position of any
distinction in the ranks of the Fraternity.
Without extending his studies beyond
what is taught in the brief lectures of the

;

—

nents. Masonry for them is nerveless
senseless
lifeless; it is an empty voice

—

—

without meaning
a tree of splendid
age, but without a single fruit.

foli-

The monitorial
as

instructions of the Order,
are technically called, contain
things which probably, at one time,

they

many
it

would have been deemed improper

to

print and there are some Masons, even at
this day, who think that Webb and Cross
were too free in their publications. And
yet we have never heard of any evil effects
arising from the reading of our Monitors,
even upon those who have not been initiated.
On the contrary, meagre as are the
explanations given in those works, and unsatisfactory as they must be to one seeking
for the full light of Masonry, they have
been the means, in many instances, of inducing the profane, who have read them,
;

to admire our Institution,

and

to

knock

—at

the "door of Masonry " for admission
while we regret to say that they sometimes
comprise the whole instruction that a candidate gets Irom an ignorant Master.
Without these published Monitors, even
that little beam of light would be wanting
to illuminate his path.
But if the publication and general diffusion of our .elementary text-boioks have
been of acknowledged advantage to the
character of the Institution, and have, by
the information, little as it is, which they
communicate, been of essential benefit to
the Fraternity, we cannot see why a more
extensive system of instruction on the
legends, traditions, and symbols of the
Order should not be productive of still
greater good.

Years ago, we uttered on
sentiments which we

now take

this subject
occasion to

repeat.

Without an adequate course of reading,
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Lodge, he can never properly appreciate
the end and nature of Freemasonry as a
speculative science. The lectures constitute but the skeleton of Masonic science.
The muscles and nerves and blood-vessels,
which are to give vitality, and beauty, and
health, and vigor to that lifeless skeleton,
must be found in the commentaries on
them which the learning and research of
Masonic writers have given to the Masonic
student.
The objections to treatises and disquisitions on Masonic subjects, that there is
danger, through them, of giving too much
light to the world without, has not the
slightest support from experience.
In
England, in France, and in Germany,
scarcely any restriction has been observed
by Masonic writers, except as to what is
emphatically esoteric; and yet we do not
believe that the profane world is wiser in
those countries than in our own in respect
In the face
to the secrets of Freemasonry.
of these publications, the world without
has remained as ignorant of the aporrheta
of our art, as if no work had ever been
written on the subject; while the world
within
the Craft themselves
have been
enlightened and instructed, and their views
of Masonry (not as a social or charitable
society, but as a philosophy, a science, a
religion) have been elevated and enlarged.
The truth is, that men whoare not Masons
never read authentic Masonic works. They

—

—

have no interest in the topics discussed,
and could not understand them, from a
want of the preparatory education which
the Lodge alone can supply. Therefore,
were a writer even to trench a little on
what may be considered as being really the
arcana of Masonry, there is no danger of
his thus making an improper revelation to
improper persons.

Public Ceremonies. Most

of the

ceremonies of Masonry are strictly private,
and can be conducted only in the presence
of the initiated. But some of them, from
their nature, are necessarily performed in
Eublic. Such are the burials of deceased
rethren, the laying of corner-stones of
public edifices, and the dedications of Masonic halls. The installation of the officers
of a Lodge, or Grand Lodge, are also sometimes conducted in public in this country.
But the ceremonies in this case differ
slightly from those of a private installation
in the Lodge room, portions of the ceremony having to be omitted. The reputation of the Order requires that these ceremonies should be conducted with the ut-

:
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most propriety, and the Manuals and Moni-

only by madmen and knaves, when the researches of those who haVe investigated the
subject without prejudice, but with patient
learning, have shown, without any possibility of doubt, that these old alchemists, so
long the objects of derision to the ignorant,
were religious philosophers, and that their
science had really nomin^ to do with the
discovery of an elixir of life or the transmutation of the baser metals into gold, but
that they, like the Freemasons, with whom
they have a strong affinity, concealed under
profound symbols, intelligible only to themselves, the search after Divine Truth and
the doctrine of immortal life. Truth was
the gold which they eliminated from all
mundane things, and the immortality of the
soul was the elixir of everlasting life which
perpetually renewed youth, and took away
the power of death.
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tors furnish the fullest details of the order
of exercises. Preston, in his lUustratums,
was the first writer who gave a printed ac-

count of the mode of conducting these pubceremonies, and to him we are most
probably indebted for their ritual. Anderson, however, gave in the first edition of
the Constitutions the prescribed form for
constituting new Lodges, and installing
lic

which is the model upon
which Preston, and other writers, have
subsequently framed their more enlarged

their officers,

formulse.

Puerility of Freemasonry. "The
absurdities and puerilities of Freemasonry
are fit only for children, and are unworthy
of the time or attention of wise men."
Such is the language of its adversaries, and
the apothegm is delivered with all that selfsufficiency which shows that the speaker is
well satisfied with his own wisdom, and is
very ready to place himself in the category
of those wise men whose opinion he invokes.
This charge of a puerility of design and
object of Freemasonry is worth examination.

So it is with Freemasonry. Those who
abuse it know nothing of its inner spirit,
of its profound philosophy, of the pure religious life that

inculcates.
at all acquainted with its
organization. Freemasonry presents itself
under two different aspects.
First, as a secret society distinguished by
a peculiar ritual
And secondly, as a society having a phi-

To one who

it

is

Is it then possible, that those scholars of
unquestioned strength of intellect and depth
of science, who have devoted themselves to
the study of Masonry, and who have in losophy on which it is founded, and which
thousands of volumes given the result of it proposes to teach to its disciples.
These by way of distinction may be called
their researches, have been altogether mistaken in the direction of their labors, and the ritualisiic and the philosophical elements
have been seeking to develop, not the prin- of Freemasonry.
The ritualistic element of Freemasonry is
ciples of a philosophy, but the mechanism
of a toy ? Or is the assertion that such is that which relates to the due performance
the fact a mere sophism, such as ignorance of the rites and ceremonies of the Order.
Like the rubrics of the church, which indiis every day uttering, and a conclusion to
which men are most likely to arrive when cate when the priest and congregation shall
they talk of that of which they know noth- kneel and when they shall stand, it refers
ing, like the critic who reviews a book that to questions such as these: What words
he has never read, or the sceptic who at- shall be used iu such a place, and what
tacks a creed that he does not comprehend ? ceremony shall be observed on such an ocSuch claims to an inspired infallibility are casion? It belongs entirely to the inner
not uncommon among men of unsound organization of the Institution, or to the
judgment. Thus, when Gall and Spurz- manner in which its services shall be conheim first gave to the world their wonder- ducted, and is interesting or invpprtaut only
ful discoveries in reference to the organiza- to its own members.
The language of its
tion and the functions of the brain
dis- ritual or the form of its ceremonies has
coveries which have since wrought a nothing more to do with the philosophic
marked revolution in the sciences of anat- designs of Freemasonry than the rubrics of
omy, physiology, and ethics
the Edin- a church have to do with the religious
burgh reviewers attempted to demolish these creed professed by that church. It might
philosophers and their new system, but suc- at any time be changed in its most material
ceeded only in exposing their own igno- points, without in the slightest degree afrance of the science they were discussing. fecting the essential character of the InstiTime, which is continually evolving trutli tution.
Of coui-se, this ritualistic element is in
out of every intellectual conflict, has long
since shown that the German philosophers one sense important to the members of the
were right and tlvat their Scottish critics society, because, by a due observance of the
were wrong. How common is it, even at ritual, a general uniformity is preserved.
this day, to hear men deriding Alchemy as But beyond this, the Masonic ritual makes
a system of folly and imposture, cultivated no claim to the consideratiou of scholar^

—

—

PUERILITY
and never has been made, and, indeed,
from the very nature of its secret character,
never can be made, a topic of discussion
with those who are outside of the Fraternity.

But the other, the philosophical element
of Freemasonry, is one of much importance.
For it, and through it, I do make the
plea that the Institution is entitled to the
respect, and even veneration, of all good
men, and is well worth the careful consideration of scholars.
great many theories have been advanced by Masonic writers as to the real
origin of the Institution, as to the time
when and the place where it first took its
birth.
It has been traced to the mysteries
of the ancient Pagan world, to the Temple
of King Solomon, to the Roman Colleges of
Artificers, to the Crusades for the recovery
of the Holy Land, to the Gilds of the Middle Ages, to the Stonemasons of Strasburg
and Cologne, and even to the revolutionary
struggle in England in the time of the
commonwealth, and to the secret efforts of
the adherents of the house of Stuart to recover the throne. But whatever theory
may be selected, and wheresoever and
whensoever it may be supposed to have
received its birth, one thing is certain,
namely, that for generations past, and yet
within the records of history, it has, unlike
other mundane things, presented to the
world an unchanged organization. Take,
for instance, the theory which traces it
back to one of the most recent periods,
that, namely, which places the organization of the Order of Freemasons at the
building of the Cathedral of Strasburg, in
the year 1275. During all the time that

A

has since elapsed, full six hundred years, how
has Freemasonry presented itself? Why,
as a brotherhood organized and controlled
by a secret discipline, engaged in important architectural labors, and combining
with its operative tasks speculations of
great religious import. If weseeany change.
It is simply this, that when- the necessity
no longer existed, the operative element
was laid aside, and the speculative only
was retained, but with a scrupulous preservation (as if it were for purposes of identification) of the technical language, the

and regulations, the working-tools,
and the discipline of the operative art. The
material only on which they wrought was
changed. The disciples and followers of
Erwin of Steinbach, the Master Builder of
Strasburg, were engaged, under the influence of a profoundly religious sentiment,
rules

in the construction of a material edifice to

The more modern workFreemasonry are under the same religious influence, engaged in the constructhe glory of God.
ers in
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tion of a spiritual temple. Does not this
long continuance of a brotherhood employed in the same pursuit, or changing
it only from a material to a spiritual character, but retaining its identity of organization, demand for itself some respect, and,
if for nothing else, at least for its antiquity,

some share of veneration ?
But this is not all.
This

society or
brotherhood, or confraternity as it might
more appropriately be called, is distinguished from all other associations by the
possession of certain symbols, myths, and,
above all else, a Oolden Legend, all of
which are directed to the purification of
the heart, to the elevation of the mind, to
the development of the great doctrine of
immortality.
Now the question where and when these
symbols, myths, and legends arose is one
that is well worth the investigation of
scholars, because it is intimately connected
with the history of the human intellect.
Did the Stonemasons and building corporations of the Middle Ages invent them?
Certainly not, for they are found in organizations that existed ages previously.
The
Greeks at Eleusis taught the same dogma
of immortal life in the same symbolic

mode, and their legend,

if it differed from
accidents, was precisely
identical in its substance.
For Hiram
there was Dionysus, for the acacia the
myrtle, but there were the same mourning,
the same discovery, the same rejoicing, be-

the Masonic in

its

cause what had been lost was found, and
then the same ineffable light, and the same
sacred teaching of the name of God and
the soul's immortality.
And so an ancient
orator, who had passed through one of
these old Greek Lodges,
for such, without
much violence of language, they may well
be called, declared that those who have endured the initiation into the mysteries entertain better hopes both of the end of life
and of the eternal future. Is not this the
very, object and design of the legend of the
Master's, degree? And this same peculiar
form of symbolic initiation is to be found
among the old Egyptians and in the island
of Samothracia, thousands of years before
the light of Christianity dawned upon the
world to give the seal of its Master and
Founder to the divine truth of the resur-

—

—

rection.

This will not, it is true, prove the descent of Freemasonry, as now organized,
from the religious mysteries of antiquity;
although this is one of the theories of its
origin entertained and defended by scholars
of no mean pretension. But it will prove
an identity of design in the moral and intellectual organization of all these institutions, and it will give the Masonic student
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phers and poets of Greece and Eome that
they may know what were the speculations
Who of those old thinkers, and they strive to measinvented them ? How and why have they ure the intellect of man as it was then and
been preserved? Looking back into the as it is now, because the study of the
remotest days of recorded history, we find a growth of intellectual philosophy and the
priesthood in an island of Greece and an- investigation of the mental and moral
other on the banks of the Nile, teaching powers come home to us all as subjects of
the existence in a future life by symbols common interest.
Looking, then, upon Freemasonry as one
and legends, which convey the lesson in a
peculiar mode. And now, after thousands of those associations which furnish the eviof years have elapsed, we find the same dence and the example of the progress of
symbolic and legendary method of instruc- man in intellectual, moral, and religious
tion, for the same purpose, preserved in development, it may be well claimed for it
the depository of what is comparatively a that its design, its history, and its philosomodern institution. And between these phy, so far from being puerile, are well entwo extremes of the long past and the titled to the respect of the world, and are
present now, we find the intervening period worth the careful research of scholars.
occupied by similar associations, succeeding
Puissant. A title given to the presideach other from time to time, and spreading ing officer in several of the high degrees.
Puissant Irish Master. The
over different countries, but all engaged in
the same symbolic instruction, with sub- eighth degree of Ramsay's Irish Colleges.
stantially the same symbols and the same
Pulsanti Operietur. Latin. To
him who knocks it shall be opened. An
mythical history.
Does not all this present a problem in inscription sometimes placed over the
moral and intellectual philosophy, and in front door of Masonic temples or Lodge
the archseology of ethics, which is well rooms.
worthy of an attempted solution? How
Punisbments, Masonic. Punishunutterably puerile seem the objections and ment in Masonry is inflicted that the charthe objurgations of a few contracted minds, acter of the Institution may remain unsulguided only by prejudice, when we con- lied, and that the unpunished crimes of its
sider the vast questions of deep interest members may not injuriously reflect upon
that are connected with Freemasonry as a the reputation of the whole society. The
part of those great brotherhoods that have nature of the punishment to be inflicted is
^lled the world for so many ages, so far restricted by the peculiar character of the
back, indeed, that some philosophic his- Institution, which is averse to some forms
torians have supposed that they must of penalty, and by the laws of the land,
have derived their knowledge of the doc- which do not give to private corporations
trines which they taught in their mystic the right to impose certain species of punassemblies from direct revelation through ishment.
an ancient priesthood that gives no other
The infliction of fines or pecuniary penevidence of its former existence but the re- alties has, in modern times at least, been
sults which it produced.
considerea as contrary to the genius of MaMan needs something more than the sonry, because the sanctions of Masonic
gratification of his animal wants.
The law are of a higher nature than any that
mind requires food as well as the body, could be furnished by a pecuniary penalty.
and nothing can better give that mental
Imprisonment and corporal punishment
nutriment than the investigation of sub- are equally adverse to the spirit of the Injects which relate to the progress of the stitution, and are also prohibited by the
intellect and the growth of the religious laws of the land, which reserve the inflicsentiment.
tion of such pentdties for their own tribuAgain, man was not made for himself nals.
alone. The old Stoic lived only for and
Masonic punishments are therefore rewithin himself. But modern philosophy stricted to an expression of disapprobation
and modern religion teach no such selfish or the deprivation of Masonic rights, and are
Man is but part of the great 1. Censure; 2. Reprimand; 3. Exclusion;
doctrine.
brotherhood of man, and each one must be 4. Suspension, Definite or Indefinite ; and
ready to exclaim with the old poet, " Homo 5. Expulsion
all of which see under their
sum; humani nihil k me alienum puto," respective titles.
lam a man, and I deem nothing relating to
Purchase. lu the Cooke MS. (line
mankind to be foreign to my feelings. Men 630) it is said that the son of Athelstan
study ancient history simply that they may "purchased a free patent of the kyng that
learn what their brother men have done in thejr [the Masons] shulde make a sembly."
former times, and they read the philoso- This does not mean that he bought the pat-

subjects for profound study when he asks
the interesting questions
Whence came
these symbols, myths, and legends?

—

—

PYRON

PURE
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but that he obtained or procured it. tions of the Masonic system. It may be
Such was the use of purchase in old Eng- observed that this allusion to the union and
lish.
The booty of a thief was called his harmony between blue and red Masonry is
purchase, because he had acquired it. singularly carried out in the Hebrew word
This word, which
Colloquially, the word is still used to desig- which signifies purple.
is ]DJ1X, argaman, is derived from C3J"1,
nate the getting a hold on anything.
Pure Freemasonry. See Primitive ragam or regem, one of whose significations
But Portal {Coul. Symb.,
is "a friend."
Freemasonry.
ent,

Pnrlllcation.

As

the aspirant in

the Ancient Mysteries was not permitted to
pass through any of the forms of initiation,
or to enter the sacred vestibule of the temple, until, by water or fire, he had been
symbolically purified from the corruptions
of the world which he was about to leave
behind, so in Masonry there is in the
first degree a symbolical purification by the
presentation to the candidate of the com-

230,) says that purple, in the profane lansignifies constancy in spirit-

guage of colors,

See White.
Purity, Brothers of. An association of Arabic philosophers, founded at

ual combats, because blue denotes fidelity,
red, war.
In the religious services of the Jews we
find purple employed on various occasions.
It was one of the colors of the curtains of
the tabernacle, where, Josephus says, it was
symbolic of the element of water, of the
veils, and of the curtain over the great entrance ; it was also used in the construction
of the ephod and girdle of the high priest,
and the cloths for divine service.
Among the Gentile nations of antiquity
purple was considered rather as a color of
dignity than of veneration, and was deemed
an emblem of exalted office. Hence Homer
mentions it as peculiarly appropriated to
royalty, and Virgil speaks of purpura regum, or "the purple of kings." Pliny says
it was the color of the vestments worn by
the early kings of Kome; and it has ever
since, even to the present time, been considered as the becoming insignia of regal
or supreme authority.
In American Masonry, the purple color
seems to be confined to the intermediate
degrees between the Master and the Royal
Arch, except that it is sometimes employed
in the vestments of officers representing
either kings or men of eminent authority,
such, for instance, as the Scribe in a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.
In the Grand Lodge of England, Grand
Officers and Provincial Grand Officers wear
purple collars and aprons. As the symbolic
color of the Past Master's degree, to which

Bosra, in Syria, in the tenth century. Many
of their writing.s, which were much studied
by the Jews of Spain in the twelfth century, were mystical. Steinschneider [Jew.
lAt., 174, 295,) calls them " the Freemasons
of Bosra," and says that they were "a celebrated society of a kind of Freemasons."
Purple. Purple is the appropriate
color of those degrees which, in the American Rite, have been interpolated between
the Eoyal Arch and Ancient Craft Masonry, namely, the Mark, Past, and Most
Excellent Masters. It is in Masonrj; a
symbol of fraternal union, because, being
compounded of blue, the color of the Ancient Craft, and red, which is that of the
Koyal Arch, it is intended to signify the

Officers should have attained, it
considered in this country as the
appropriate color for the collars of officers
of a Grand Lodge.
Purple Bretbren. In English Masonry, the Grand Officers of the Grand
Lodge and the Past Grand and Deputy
Grand Masters and Past and Present Provincial Grand Masters are called " purple
brethren," because of the color of their
decorations, and at meetings of the Grand
Lodge are privileged to sit on the dais.
Purple liOdges. Grand and Provincial Grand Lodges are thus designated
by Dr. Oliver in his Institutes of Masonic
Jurisprudence. The term is not used in this
country.

connection and harmony which
should ever exist between those two por-

Julien.

mon
tic

gavel,

an implement whose emblema-

use teaches a purification of the heart,

See Imstration.

Purity. In the Ancient Mysteries
purity of heart and life was an essential
prerequisite to initiation, because by initiation the aspirant was brought to a knowledge of God, to know whom was not permitted to the impure. For, says Origen,
Cont. del., vi.,) '' a defiled heart cannot see
(
God, hut he must be pure who desires to
obtain a proper view of a pure Being."
And in the same spirit the Divine Master
says " Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God." But " to see God" is
a Hebraism, signifying to possess him, to be
spiritually in communion with him, to
:

know

his true character.

Now

to acquire

knowledge of God, symbolized by the
knowledge of his Name, is the great object
Qf Masonic, as it was of all ancient initiation and hence the candidate in Masonry
is required to be pure, for " he only can
this

;

^

stand in the holy place

who hath

clean

hands and a pure heart."

close

and

—

all
is

Grand

also

Pyron, Jean Baptiste Pierre

A

distinguished French

Mason
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PYTHAGORAS

of the latter part of the last and beginning
of the present century, who died at Paris
in September, 1821. He was the author
of many Masonic discourses, but his most

PYTHAGORAS
word philosopher, or lover of msdom, as the
only title which he would assume. After
the lawless destruction of his school at Cro-

tona, he fled to the Locrians, who refused to
important work was a profound and ex- receive him, when he repaired to Metaponhaustive History of the Organisatwn of ike tum,aud soughtan asylum from his enemies
Ancient and Accepted Bite in France, pub- in the temple of the Muses, where tradition
lished in 1814. He was one of the founders says that lie died of starvation 506 years
of the Grand Orient, and having received B. c, when eighty years old.
School of. The
the thirty-third degree from the Count de
Grasse Tilly, he afterwards assisted in the schools established by Pythagoras at Croorganization of the Supreme Council of tona, and other cities, have been considered
Italy, at Milan, and the Supreme Council by many writers as the models after which
of France, In 1805, his name was struck Masonic Lodges were subsequently conThey undoubtedly served the
from the register of the Grand Orient in structed.
consequence of his opposition to that body, Christian ascetics of the first century as a
but he remained the Secretary-General of pattern for their monastic institutions, with
the Supreme Council until his death. Ra- which institutions the Freemasonry of the
gon calls him an intriguer and bold inno- Middle Ages, in its operative character, was
A brief description
vator, but Thory speaks more highly of his intimately connected.
Masonic character. He was undoubtedly of the school of Crotona will not therefore
a man of talent, learning, and Masonic re- be inappropriate. The disciples of this
search.
He made a manuscript collection school wore the simplest kind of clothing,
of many curious degrees, whicn Thory has and having on their entrance surrendered
liberally used in his Nomenclature of Mites all their possessions to the common fund,
and Degrees.
they submitted for three years to voluntary
Pythagoras. One of the most cele- poverty, during which time they were also
brated of the Grecian philosophers, and the compelled to arigorous silence. The doctrines
founder of what has been called the Italic of Pythagoras were always delivered as inschool, was born at Samos about 586 years fallible propositions which admitted of no
B. c.
Educated as an athlete, he subse- argument, and hence the expression avtdg
quently abandoned that profession and de- S(pri, he said it, was considered as a sufficient
voted himself to the study of philosophy. answer to any one who demanded a reason.
He travelled through Egypt, Chaldea, and The scholars were divided into Kroterics
Asia Minor, and is said to have submitted and Esoterics. This distinction was borto the initiations in those countries for the rowed by Pythagoras from the Egyptian
purpose of acquiring knowledge. On his priests, who practised a similar mode of
return to Europe, he established his cele- instruction. The exoteric scholars were
brated school at Crotona, much resembling those who attended the public assemblies,
that subsequently adopted by the Freema- where general ethical instructions were desons. His school soon acquired such a repu- livered by the sage.
But only the esoterics
tation that disciples flocked to him from all constituted the true school, and these alone
parts of Greece and Italy. Pythagoras taught Pythagoras called, says Jamblichus, his
as the principal dogma of his philosophy the companions and friends. Before admission
system of metempsychosis, or the transmi- to the privileges of this school, the previous
gration of souls. He taught the mystical life and character of the candidate were
power of numbers, and much of the symbol- rigidly scrutinized, and in the preparatory
ism on that subject which we now possess initiation secrecy was enjoined by an oath,
is derived from what has been left to us by
and he was made to submit to the severest
his disciples for of his own writings there trials of his fortitude and self-command.
is nothing extant.
He was also a geome- He who after his admission was alarmed
trician, and is regarded as having been the at the obstacles he had to encounter, was
inventor of several problems, the most im- permitted to return to the world, ana the
portant of which is that now known as the disciples, considering him as dead, perforty-seventh problem of Euclid. He was formed his funeral obsequies, and erected a
also a proficient in music, and is said to monument to his memory.
have demonstrated the mathematical relaThe mode of living in the school of Crotions of musical intervals, and to have in- tona was like that of the modern commuvented a number of musical instruments. nists. The brethren, about six hundred in
Disdaining the vanity and dogmatism of number, with their wives and children, rethe ancient sages, he contented himself with sided in one large building. Every mornproclaiming that he was simply a seeker ing the business and duties of the day were
after knowledge, not its possessor, and to arranged, and at night an account was renhim is attributed the introduction of the dered of the day's transactions. They

Pythagoras,

;

PYTHAGORAS

QUALIFICATIONS

arose before day to pay their devotions to
the sun, and recited verses from Homer,
Hesiod, or some other poet. Several hours
were spent in study, after which there was
an interval before dinner, which was occupied in walking and in gymnastic exercises.
The meals consisted principally of bread,
honey, and water, for though the table was
often covered with delicacies, no one was
permitted to partake of them. It was in
this secret school that Pythagoras gave his
instructions on his interior doctrine, and
explained the hidden mea,ning of his symbols.
There were three degrees the first,
or Mathematici, being engaged in the study
of the exact sciences and the second, or
Theoretici, in the knowledge of God, and
the future state of man but the third, or
highest degree, was communicated only to
a few whose intellects were capable of
grasping the full fruition of the Pythagorean philosophy. This school, after existing for thirty years, was finally dissolved

school, the Mason will find no difficulty in
understanding that part of the so-called
Leland Manuscript which is said so much
to have puzzled the great metaphysician
John Locke.
This manuscript
the question of its
authenticity is not here entered upon
has the following paragraphs
"How comede ytt [Freemasonry] jm

Engelonde ?
" Peter Gower, a Grecian, journeyeded
for kunnynge yn Egypte and in Syria, and
yn everyche londe whereat the Venetians
hadde plauntedde Maconrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn al Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned muche, and retournedde
and worked yn Grecia Magna wachsynge
and becommynge a myghtye wysacre and
gratelyche renowned, and here he framed
a grate Lodge at Groton, and maked many
Maconnes, some whereoffe dyd journeye yn
Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes
wherefromme, yn process of tyme, the arte

through the machinations of Kylo, a
wealthy inhabitant of Crotona, who, having
been refused admission, in revenge excited
the citizens against it, when a lawless mob
attacked the scholars while assembled in
the house of Milo, set fire to the building

passed yn Engelonde."
Locke confesses that he was at first puzzled with those strange names, Feter Qower,
Groton, and the Venetians; but a little
thinking taught him that they were only
corruptions of Pythagoras, Crotona, and the

:

;

;
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:

and dispersed the disciples, forty of them Phcenmans.
It is not singular that the old Masons
being burned to death. The school was
never resumed, but after the death of the should have called Pythagoras their " anphilosopher summaries of his doctrines cient friend and brother," and should have
were made by some of his disciples. Still dedicated to him one of their geometrical
many of his symbols and his esoteric teach- symbols, the forty-seventh problem of Euings have to this day remained uninter- clid; an epithet and a custom that have,
by the force of habit, been retained in all
preted and unexplained.
After this account of the Pythagorean the modern rituals.

Q.
2. That he must not be influenced by
Qualifications of Candidates.
Every candidate for initiation into the mercenary motives.
3. That he must be prompted to make
mysteries of Freemasonry must be qualified
These the application in consequence of a favoraby certain essential conditions.
qualifications are of two kinds. Internal and ble opinion that he entertains of the In-

External.

The

internal qualifications are

those which lie within his own bosom, the
external are those which refer to his outward and apparent fitness. The external
qualifications are again divided into Moral,
£eligious, Physical, Mental, and Political.
I.
1.

own

The Internal Qualifications are:
That the applicant must come of his

His application
must be purely voluntary, to whicn he has
not been induced by persuasion of friends.
free will

and accord.

stitution.
4. That he must be resolved to conform
with cheerfulness to the established usages
and customs of the Fraternity.
II.

The External Qualifications

as has already
kinds.
1.

been

The Moral,

are,

said, divided into four

That candidate only

is

qualified for initiation who faithfully observes the precepts of the moral law, and
leads a virtuous life, so conducting himself

QUADRIVIUM

QUAERIES

as to receive the reward of his own conscience as well as the respect and approbation of the world.
Freemasonry is ex2. The Religioxis.
ceedingly tolerant in respect to creeds, but
it does require that every candidate for initiation shaQ believe in the existence of God as
a superintending and protecting power, and
in a future life. No inquiry will be made
into modifications of religious belief provided it includes these two tenets.
These refer to sex,
3. The Physical.
The candiage, and bodily conformation.
date must be a man, not a woman of mature age, that is, having arrived at his
majority, and not so old as to have sunk
into dotage and he must be in possession
of all his limbs, not maimed or dismembered, but, to use the language of one of
the old Charges, " have his right limbs as a
man ought to have."
This division excludes
4. The Mental.
all men who are not intellectually qualified
to comprehend the character of the Insti-

Contention or quarrelling
the Lodge, as well as without, is discountenanced by the spirit of all the Old
Constitutions of Masonry. In the Charges
compiled from them, approved by the
Grand Lodge of England in 1722, and published by Dr. Anderson, it is said, "No
private piques or quarrels must be brought
within the door of the Lodge, far less any
quarrels about religion, or nations, or State
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;

;

and to partake of its responsibiliHence fools or idiots and madmen

tution,
ties.

Although the landmarks do
not make illiteracy a disqualification, and

are excluded.

although it is undeniable that a large portion of the Craft in olden time was uneducated yet there seems to be a general opinion that an incapacity to read and write
will, in this day, disqualify a candidate.
5. The Political.
These relate to the
condition of the candidate in society. The
old rule required that none but those who
;

were free born could be initiated, which,
of course, excluded slaves and those born
in servitude
and although the Grand
Lodge of England substituted /ree man for
free bom, it is undeniable that that action
was a violation of a landmarfc;- and-the-old
;

rule

still exists,

at least in this country.
In classical Latin the

CtuadTiTlum.

word quadrivium meant a place where four
roads met, and triviiim, a place where three
roads met. The scholastics of the Middle
Ages, looking to the metaphorical meaning
of the phrase, the paths of learning, divided what were called the seven liberal
arts and sciences, but which comprised the
whole cycle of instruction in those days,
into

and

two

classes, calling grammar, rhetoric,
logic the trivium, and arithmetic, ge-

ometry, music, and astronomy the quadrivium. These two roads to the temple of
wisdom, including seven distinct sciences,
were, in the Middle Ages, supposed to include universal knowledge.
See Liberal
Arts and Sciences.
Quakers. The question of the admissibility of a Quaker's affirmation in Masonry
is discussed under the word Affirmation,

which

see.

Quarrels.

in

policy."

(vi. 2.)

Quarries.

It is an error to speak, as
Oliver does, misguided by some Masonic
traditions, of the quarries of Tyre in connection with the Temple of Solomon.
Modern researches have shown without
question that the stones used in the construction of the Temple were taken out of
quarries in the immediate vicinity; and the
best traditions, as well as Scripture, claim
only that the wood from the forests of
Lebanon was supplied by King Hiram.
The great quarries of Jerusalem are situated in the north-east portion of the city,
near the Damascus gate. The entrance to
them was first discovered by Barclay.
writer, quoted by Barclay, thus describes
them, {City of the Great King, p. 466:)
" Here were blocks of stones but half quarried, and still attached by one side to the
The work of quarrying was apparock.
rently effected by an instrument resembling
a pickaxe, with a broad chisel-shaped end,
as the spaces between the blocks were not
more than four inches wide, in which it
would be impossible for a man to work
with a chisel and mallet. The spaces were,
many of them, four feet deep and ten feet in
height, and the distance between them was
about four feet. After being cut away at
each side and at the bottom, a lever was in-,
-«erted, and the combined force of three or
four men could easily pry the block away
from the rock behind. The stone was extremely soft and friable, nearly white, and
very easily worked, but, like the stone of
Malta and Paris, hardening by exposure.
The marks of the cutting instrument were
as plain and well-defined as if the workman
had just ceased from his labor. The heaps
of chippings which were found in these
quarries showed that the stone had been
dressed there, and confirm the Bible statement that the stone of which the Temple was built was made ready before it
was brought thither."
Barclay remarks,
[lb., p. 118,) that "those extra cyclopean
stones in the south-east and south-west
corners of the Temple wall were doubtless
taken from this great quarry, and carried
to their present position down the gently
inclined plain on rollers
a conjecture
which at once solves the mystery that has
greatly puzzled travellers in relation to the

A

—

;

:

QUARTERLY
difficulty of transporting

immense masses of

rock,

QUORUM

and handling such viously existed but as no mention is made
and enables us to of them in the Regulations of 1663, which,
;

why they were called 'stones
of rolling' by Ezra."
Mr. Prime also
visited these quarries, and in his Tent Life
in the Holy Land, (p. 114,) speaks of them
thus " One thing to me is very manifest
there has been solid stone taken from the
excavation sufficient to build the walls of
Jerusalem and the Temple of Solomon.
The size of many of the stones taken from
here appears to be very great. I know of
no place to which the stone can have been
carried but to these works, and I know no
other quarries in the neighborhood from
which the great stone of the walls would
understand

:

seem

to

have come.
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These two connected

ideas compelled me strongly toward the belief that this was the ancient quarry whence
the city was built and when. the magnitude
of the excavation between the two opposing hills and of this cavern is considered,
it is, to say the least of it, a difficult question to answer, what has become of the
stone once here, on any other theory than
that I have suggested." And he adds:
"
can say that the cavern which we
;

Who

explored was not the place where the hammers rang on the stone which were forbidden to sound in the silent growth of the

Temple of Solomon?"
The researches of subsequent

great

on the contrary, speak expressly only of an
"Annual General Assembly," I feel authorized to infer that quarterly communications
must have been first introduced into the
Masonic system after the middle of the seventeenth century. They have not the authority of antiquity, and have been very
wisely discarded

by nearly

all

the Grand

Lodges in this country. They are still retained by the Grand Lodges of England and
Scotland, but in the United States only by
those of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania.

Quaternion. From the Latin quater,
the number Four, which see. Oliver calls
it the quaternary, but quaternion is the better usage.

Quebec. The Grand Lodge of Quebec
was established in 1869, by a withdrawal of
most of the Lodges of the Province from
the Grand Lodge of Canada, on the American principle of Masonic law, that the
jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge was coterminous with the geographical limits of the
political State.
The Grand Lodge of Canada has opposed the act as infringing on its
territorial rights but the validity and legal;

Grand Lodge
Quebec have been recognized by nearly
all the Grand Lodges of America.
ity of the Constitution of the

of

Questions of EEenry TI.

in these quarries, which
event he describes in his Freemasonry in
the Holy Land, a work of great interest to

Queshave been proposed by King
Henry VI. of England to the Masons of
the kingdom, which, with their answers,
are contained in the manuscript known as
the Leland Manuscript, which see.
Quorum. The parliamentary law provides that a deliberative body shall not proceed to business until a quorum of its members is present. And this law is applicable
to Masonry, except that, in constituting a
quorum for opening and working a Lodge,

Masonic

it is

travellers,

especially the labors of the "Palestine
Exploration Fund," have substantiated

and

these statements, and confirmed the fact that
the quarries where the workmen labored at

the buildingof the Solomonic Temple were
not in the dominions of the King of Tyre, but
in the immediate vicinity of the Temple.
In 1868, Rob. Morris held what he calls a

"Moot Lodge"

scholars.

tions said to

not necessary that the quorum shall be
of actual members of the Lodge
for the proper officers of the Lodge being
present, the quorum may be completed by
any brethren of the Craft. As to the number of brethren necessary to make a quorum for the transaction of business, the Old
Constitutions and Regulations are silent,
and the authorities consequently differ. In
reply to an inquiry directed to him in 1857,
the editor of the London Freemasons' Maga-

Quarterly Commnnication. The made up
Old Records of the Institution state that the
Fraternity met annually in their General
The Halliwell Manuscript,
Assembly.
commonly known as the York Constitutions, says it is true that the Assembly may
be held triennially, "Eche year or third
year it should be hold;" but wherever
spoken of in subsequent records, it is always as an Annual Meeting. It is not until
1717 that we find anything said of quarterly communications; and the first allusion to these subordinate meetings in any
printed work to which we now have access
is in 1738, in the edition of the Constitutions published in that year. The expression there used is that the quarterly communications were "forthwith revived."
This of course implies that they had pre40
4D

zine affirmed that five Masons are sufficient
to open a Lodge and carry on business other
than initiation ; for which latter purpose
seven are necessary.
This opinion appears

be the general English one, and is acquiesced in by Dr. Oliver ; but there is no authority of law for it. And when, in the
year 1818, the suggestion was made that
some regulation was necessary relative to

)

QUORUM

RAGON

the number of brettren requisite to constitute a legal Lodge, with competent powers
to perform the rite of initiation, and transact all other business, the Board of General
Purposes of the Grand Lodge of England,
to whom the suggestion had been referred,
replied, with something like Dogberrian
astuteness, " that it is a matter of so much
delicacy and difficulty, that it is thought
advisable not to depart from the silence on
the subject which had been observed in all
the Books of Constitutions."
In the absence, then, of all written laws
upon the subject, and without any constitutional provision to guide us, we are compelled to recur to the ritual for authority.
There the answer to the question in each
degree, "How many compose a Lodge?"
will supply us with the rule by which we
are to establish the quorum in that degree.
For whatever number composes a Lodge,
that is the number which wiU authorize

the Lodge to proceed to business. The
ritual has thus established the number
which constitutes a " perfect Lodge," and
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without which number a Lodge could not
be legally opened, and therefore, necessarily, could not proceed to work or business"; for there is no distinction, in respect
to a quorum, between a Lodge when at
work or when engaged in business.
According to the ritualistic rule referred
to, seven constitute a quorum, for work or
business, in an Entered Apprentice's Lodge,
five in a Fellow Craft's, and three in a Master Mason's.

Without

this requisite

num-

ber no Lodge can be opened in either of
these degrees. In a Chapter of Eoyal Arch
Masons nine Companions constitute a
quorum, and in a Commandery of Knights
Templars eleven Knights ; although, under
certain circumstances well known to the
Order, three Knights are competent to
transact business.

R.
Rabbanaim.

p'}<J3"!3'1, Rabbini- preceptor of St. Paul, was one of these. They
Hebrew, and signifying " the chief of styled themselves the children of wisdom,
the architects." A significant word in the which is an expression very nearly corresponding to the Greek ^ikoao^oi._ The word
high degrees.
cal

Rabbinlsm. The

system of philos-

ophy taught by the Jewish Rabbis subsequent to the dispersion, and which is engaged in mystical explanations of the oral
With the reveries of the Jewish
law.
teachers was mingled the Egyptian, the
Arabic, and the Grecian doctrines. From
the Egyptians, especially, Rabbinism derived its allegorical and symbolic mode of
instruction.
Out of it sprung the Therapeutists and the Esseniaus; and it gave rise
to the composition of the Talmud, many
of whose legends have been incorporated
into the mythical philosophy of Speculative
Masonry. And this it is that makes Rabbinism an interesting subject of research to
the Masonic student.
Rabboni. ^Jl^"!- literally, my Master,
equivalent to the pure Hebrew, Adoni. As
a significant word in the higher degrees, it
has been translated " a most excellent Master,"
and its usage by the later Jews will justify
that interpretation. Buxtorf (Zea;. Talmud.
tells us that about the time of Christ this
title arose in the school of Hillel, and was
given to only seven of their wise men who
were pre-eminent for their learning. Jahn
{Arch. Bib., ? 106,) says that Gamaliel, the

occurs once, as applied to Christ, in the New
Testament, (Johnxx. 16.) " Jesus said unto
her, Mary.
She turned herself, and saith
unto him, Rabboni, which is to say, Master."
The Masonic myth in the " Most Excellent
Master's degree," that it was the title addressed by the Queen of Sheba to King
Solomon on beholding the magnificence
and splendor of the Temple, wants the
element of plausibility, inasmuch as the
word was not in use in the time of Solomon.
Ragon, J. M. One of the most distinguished Masonic writers of France. His
contemporaries did not hesitate to call him
" the most learned Mason of the nineteenth
century." He was born in the last quarter
of the eighteenth century, most probably
at Bruges, in Belgium, where in 1803 he
was initiated in the Loge Reunion des
Amis du Nord, and subsequently assisted
in the foundation of the Lodge and Chapter
of Vrais Amis in the same city. On his
removal to Paris he continued his devotion
to Freemasonry, and was the founder in
1805 of the celebrated Lodge of Les Trinosophes. In that Lodge he delivered, in
1818, a course of lectures on ancient and
modern initiations, which twenty years

RAMSAY

RAGOTZKY
afterwards were repeated at the request of
the Lodge, and published in 1841., under
the title of Cours Philosophique et Interpratif des Initiations Anciennes et Modernes.
This work was printed with the express permission of the Grand Orient of France, but
three years after that body denounced its
second edition for containing some additional matter. Eebold charges this act to
the petty passions of the day, and twentyfive years after the Grand Orient made
ample reparation in the honor that it paid
to the memory of Eagon.
In 1818 and
1819, he was editor in chief of the periodical published during those years under the
title of Hermes, ou Archives Mctgonnigues.
In 1853, he published Orthodoxie Maqonnique, a work abounding in historical information, although some of his statements
are inaccurate. In 1861, he published the
Tuileur OinAral de la M-anc-Magonnerie, ou
Manuel de I' Initio; a book not merely confined to the details of degrees, but which
is enriched with many valuable and interesting notes. Ragon died at Paris about
the year 1866. In the preface to his Orthodoxie, he had announced his intention to
crown his Masonic labors by writing a
work to be entitled Les Mtstes Initiatiques,
in which he proposed to give an exhaustive
view of the Ancient Mysteries, of the Roman Colleges of Architects and their successors, the building corporations of the
Middle Ages, and of the institution of
Modern or Philosophic Masonry at the beginning of the eighteenth century. This
was to constitute the first volume. The
three following volumes were to embrace a
history of the Order and of all its Rites in
every country. The fifth volume was to be
appropriated to the investigation of other
secret associations, more or less connected
with Freemasonry; and the sixth and last
volume was to contain a General Tiler or
manual of all the known rites and degrees.
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man who was

distinguished for his labors
in Masonry, and for the production of several works of high character, the principal
of which were Der Freidenker in der Maurerei oder Freimuthige Briefe iiber vnchtige
Oegenstdnde in der Frei-Maurerei, i. e.,
The Freethinker in Masonry, or Candid
Letters on important subjects in Freemasonry, published at Berlin, in 1793, in
an octavo volume of three hundred and
eleven pages, of which a second edition appeared in 1811 ; and a smaller work entitled Ueber Maurerische Freiheit,fur eingei-

und undngeweihte, i. e., An Essay on
Masonic Liberty, for initiated and unini-

veihte

tiated readers, published in 1792.

Jan.

5,

He died

1823.

Rains.

It

was a custom among the

English Masons of the middle of the last
century, when conversing together on Masonry, to announce the appearance of a
profane by the warning expression " it
rains."
The custom was adopted by tlie
German and French Masons, with the
equivalent expression, es regnet and ilpluie.
Baron Tschoudy, who condemns the usage,
says that the latter refined upon it by designating the approach of a female by U

Dr. Oliver says (.Rev. Sq.,
the phrase "it rains," to indicate
that a cowan is present and the proceedings must be suspended, is derived from the
ancient punishment of an eavesdropper,
which was to place him under the eaves of a
house in rainy weather, and to retain him
there till the droppings of water ran in at
the collar of his coat and out at his shoes.
Raised. When a candidate has received the third degree, he is said to have
been "raised" to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason.
The expression refers,
materially, to a portion of the ceremony of
initiation, but symbolically, to the resurrection, which it is the object of the degree to
exemplify.
neige, it snows.
97,) that

Such a work would have been an inestiRamsay, Andrew Micbael.
mable boon to the Masonic student, but Commonly called the Chevalier Ramsay.
Eagon unfortunately began it too late in He was born at Ayr, in Scotland, June 9,
life.
He did not live to complete it, and 1668. His father was a baker, but being a
in 1868 the unfinished manuscript was pur- possessor of considerable property was enchased, by the Grand Orient of France, abled to give his son a liberal education.
from his heirs for a thousand francs. It He was accordingly sent to school in his
was destined to be quietly deposited in the native burgh, and afterwards to the Uniarchives of that body, because, as it was versity of Edinburgh, where he was distinconfessed, no Mason could be found in guished for his abilities and diligence. In
France who had ability enough to supply 1709 he was intrusted with the education
of the two sons of the Earl of Wemyss.
its lacunae and prepare it for the press.
Ragon's theory of the origin of Masonry Subsequently, becoming unsettled in his
was that its primitive idea is to be found religious opinions, he resigned that emin the initiations of the Ancient Mysteries, ployment and went to Holland, residing for
but that for its jpresent form it is indebted some time at Leyden. There he became
to Elias Ashmole, who fabricated it in the acquainted with Pierre Poiret, one of the
most celebrated teachers of the mystic
BBventeenth century.
Ragotzky, Carl August. A Ger- theology which then prevailed on the con-

628

RAMSAY

RAMSAY

tinent.
From him Bamsay learned the place in Palestine, among those kings and
principal tenets of that system ; and it is knights who had gone forth to battle as
not unreasonable to suppose that he was Crusaders for the conquest of Jerusalem.
thus indoctrinated with that love of mysti- In 1740, Ramsay, as Grand Orator, procal speculation which he subsequently de- nounced a discourse before the Grand
veloped as the inventor of Masonic degrees, Lodge of France, in which he set forth his
and as the founder of a Masonic Eite. In theory in explicit terms. That the reader
1710 he visited the celebrated Fenelon, may be put in possession of that tlieory in
Archbishop of Cambray, of whose mystical Ramsay's own words, I have translated
tendencies he had heard, and met with a from the discourse the following passage:
" During the time of the holy wars in
cordial reception. The archbishop invited
Ramsay to become his guest, and in six Palestine, several principal lords and citimonths he was converted to the Catholic zens associated themselves together, and
faith.
Fenelon procured for him the pre- entered into a vow to re-establish the temceptorship of the Due de Chateau-Thierry ples of the Christians in the Holy Land ; and
and the Prince de Turenne. As a reward engaged themselves by an oath to employ
for his services in that capacity, he was their talents and their fortunes in restoring
made a knight of the Order of St. Lazarus, architecture to its primitive institution.
whence he received the title of " Chevalier "
several ancient signs and

They adopted

by which he was usually known.
subsequently selected by James

He

was symbolic words drawn from religion, by
III., the which they might distinguish themselves
Pretender, as the tutor of his two sons, firom the infidels and recognize each other
Charles Edward and Henry, the former of in the midst of the Saracens. They comwhom became afterwards the Young Pre- municated these signs and words only to
tender, and the latter the Cardinal York. those who had solemnly sworn, often at
For this purpose he repaired, in 1724, to the foot of the altar, never to reveal them.
Home. But the political and religious in- This was not an oath of execration, but a
trigues of that court became distasteful to bond uniting men of all nations into the
him, and in a short time he obtained per- same confraternity. Some time after our
mission to return to France. In 1728 he Order was united with the Knights of St.
visited England, and became an inmate of John of Jerusalem.
Hence our Lodges
the family of the Duke of Argyle. Cham- are in all countries called Lodges of St.
bers says (Biog. Bid.) that while there he John. This union was made in imitation
wrote his Principles of Natural and Revealed of the Israelites when they rebuilt the secReligion, and his Travels of Qyrus.
This ond Temple, during which time with one
statement is evidently incorrect. The for- hand they managed the trowel and mormer did not appear until after his death, tar, and in the other held the sword and
and was probably one of the last produc- buckler.
tions of his pen.
" Our Order must not, therefore, be reThe latter had already
been published at Paris in 1727. But he garded as a renewal of the Bacchanals and
had already acquired so great a literary a source of senseless dissipation, of unreputation, that the University of Oxford bridled libertinism and of scandalous inconferred on him the degree of Doctor of temperance, but as a moral Order, instiLaws. He then returned to France, and tuted by our ancestors in the Holy Land
resided for many years at Pointoise, a seat to recall the recollection of the most subof the Prince of Turenne, where he wrote lime truths in the midst of the innocent
his Life of Fenelon, and a History of the pleasures of society.
Viscount Turenne.
During the remainder
"The kings, princes, and nobles, when
of his life he resided as Inteudant in the they returned from Palestine into their
Prince's family, and died May 6, 1743, in native dominions, established Lodges there.
the fifty-seventh year of his age.
At the time of the last Crusade several
No one played a more important part in Lodges had already been erected in Gerthe history of Freemasonry in the eigh- many, Italy, Spain, France, and, from the
teenth century than the Chevalier Ramsay, last, in Scotland, on account of the intimate
and the influence of his opinions and teach- alliance which then existed between those
ings is still felt in the high degrees which two nations.
have been adopted by the various Rites
" James, Lord Steward of Scotland, was
into which Masonry is now divided.
the Grand Master of a Lodge established
Ramsay, although born of humble pa- at Kilwinning, in the west of Scotland, in
rentage, was by subsequent association an the year
1236, a short time after the death
aristocrat in disposition.
Hence, in pro- of Alexander III., king of Scotland, and
posing his theory of the origin of Freema- a year before John Baliol ascended the
sonry, he repudiated its connection with an throne. This
Scottish lord received the
operative art, and sought to find its birth- Earls of Gloucester and Ulster, English

EAMSAY
and

Irish

noblemen, as

RAMSAY
Masons

in

his

Lodge.
"

By

degrees our Lodges, our festivals,

and our solemnities were neglected in most
of the countries where they had been established.
Hence the silence of the historians
of all nations, except Great Britain, on the
subject of the Order. It was preserved,
however, in all its splendor by the Scotch,
to whom for several centuries the kings of
France had intrusted the guardianship of
their sacred persons.
" After the lamentable reverses of the
Crusades, the destruction of the Christian
armies, and the triumph of Bendocdar,
Sultan of Egypt, in 1263, during the eighth
and ninth Crusades, the great Prince Edward, son of Henry III., King of England,
seeing that there would be no security for
the brethren in the Holy Land when the
Christian troops should retire, led them
away, and thus this colony of the Fraternity was established in England. As this
prince was endowed with all the qualities
of mind and heart which constitute the
hero, he loved the fine arts, and declared
himself the protector of our Order. He
granted it several privileges and franchises,
and ever since the members of the confraternity have assumed the name of Freemasons. From this time Great Britain
became the seat of our sciences, the conservatrix of our laws, and the depository
of our secrets. The religious dissensions
which so fatally pervaded and rent all Europe during the sixteenth century, caused
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already admitted facts. The theory was,
however, readily accepted by the rich, the
fashionable, and the noble, because it elevated the origin and the social position of
the Order, and to it we are to attribute the
sudden rise of so many high degrees, which
speedily overshadowed the humbler pretensions of primitive Craft Masonry. The
Kadosh, one of the most important and
most extensively diffused of all the high
degrees, owes its invention or its composition to Eamsay.
But this was not the only influence that

he exerted on the Masonic system. Ardently attached to the exiled house of
Stuart, of two of whose princes he had been
the tutor, he eagerly met the advances of
those who had already begun to give a
political importance to the Order and to
enlist it in the Pretender's cause, making it
an instrument for effecting his restoration

to the throne of England. (See Stuart Masonry.)
Eamsay incorporated these views
into his system, and hence, in many of the
high degrees which remain at this day, although all that political feeling has long
been dead, we still find traces of a Stuart

Masonry.

To Eamsay is also attributed the invention of that system now known as the Eoyal
Arch. This, too, exerted its influence, for

from the degree of Eamsay both Dermott
and Dunckerley derived many of their ideas
used in constructing the two Eoyal Arch
systems which were respectively adopted
by the Ancient and the Modern Masons.
our Order to degenerate from the grandeur Oliver, although in his essay on the Origin
and nobility of its origin. Several of our of the English Royal Arch (p. 24) he adrites and usages, which were opposed to the mits the influence of Eamsay's degree,
prejudices of the times, were changed, dis- speaks in his Historical Landmarks (p. 34,
guised, or retrenched. Thus it is that several of our brethren have, like the ancient
Jews, forgotten the spirit of our laws, and
preserved only the letter and the outer covBut from the British isles the anering.
cient science is now beginning to pass again

note,) in more doubtful language.
"It is
said that Eamsay invented the Eoyal Arch "
is the equivocal phrase that he uses.
He
adds that " it cannot have been any of the

into France."

Whatever it might be, it is now obsolete."
But this is an error the Eoyal Arch of
Enoch is precisely the degree which was invented by Eamsay and it is not obsolete,

Such was the peculiar theory of Eamsay,
which, long before the delivery of this discourse, he had developed in his Eite of six
degrees. Eejecting all reference to the
Travelling Architects from Como, to the
Stonemasons of Germany, and the Operative Freemasons of England, he had
sought a noble and chivalric origin for
Freemasonry, which with him was not a
confraternity founded on a system of architecture, but solely on the military prowess
and religious enthusiasm of knighthood.
The theory was as clearly the result of his
own inventive genius as was his fable of
the travels of Cyrus. He offered no documentary or historical authority to support
his assertions, but gave them as if they were

three which are usually so styled, viz., the
E. A. of Enoch, of Josiah, or of Zerubbabel.
•

;

found in almost all the continental
Eites under various names. It was adopted
from Eamsay by the Council of Emperors
of the East and West, when that body was
organized in 1754, and subsequently passed
over to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Eite, where it still remains as the thirteenth
for it is

degree. That it was a Stuart degree is evident, among other reasons, from the fact
that the fourteenth degree, which is its

complement, and without which

it is in-

complete, originally received the title of
" Grand Scottish Knight of the Sacred
Vault of James VI."

;
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When the Chevalier Eamsay went to Eng- basis, he erected a superstructure of high
land in 1728, he carried with him his Ma- degrees, in which he sought to develop a
sonic system, and sought to secure its adop- system of mystical philosophy which nas
tion hy the English Lodges. But in this added much to the attractions of Masonic
he was altogether unsuccessful. Yet he left study. That his high degrees were aftera latent influence behind him when he re- wards expanded to a disproportionate exturned to the continent, which was subse- tent, and often by inferior minds, was not
quently felt by those who organized the his fault. And although, if we look at his
Grand Lodge of Ancients. To that influ- system in a historical point of view, we
ence, presented in the example of his high may feel bound to reject it as the mere redegrees, are we, I think, to attribute the sult of a fertile invention, yet, viewed symdisseverance of the Master's Word from bolically, it becomes of vast importance.
the third degree, and the consequent inven- For in that system he had planted the
tion of the Royal Ai'ch. Both Dermott and germs of a science of Masonic symbolism
Dunckerley, as I have already said, derived which had been previously unknown, but
some fruit from Bamsay's superior intellect. which has grown, and budded, and blosAll writers concur in giving the most somed, and given the ripeness of its fruit
favorable opinions of Ramsay's character. to succeeding generations. The mine of
Chambers asserts that he was generous and symbolism which he first opened has been
kind to his relatives, and that on his tem- effectively worked by those who have sucporary return to Great Britain, although he ceeded him.
did not visit them in Scotland, he sent them
Ramsay, Rite of. This Rite, long
liberal ofiers of money, which, however, in- since exploded, was attempted to be introcensed at his apostasy from the national duced in London, in 1728, by the Chevareligion, they indignantly refused to accept. lier Ramsay, who sought to found it on his
Clavel (Hist. PiUor., p. 165,) describes him peculiar system of the Templar origin of
as " a man endowed with an ardent imagi- Freemasonry. It consisted of six degrees,
nation, and a large amount of learning, wit, as follows 1. Apprentice ; 2. Fellow Craft;
and urbanity." And Robison (Proofs of a 3. Master 4. Scottish Master ; 5. Novice
Oonsp., p. 39,) says he was " as eminent for 6. Knight of the Temple, or Templar.
It
his piety as he was for his enthusiasm," and was rejected by the Grand Lodge of Engspeaks of his " eminent learning, his elegant land, but was received in France, where its
talents, and his amiable character."
degrees were afterwards incorporated into
His general literary reputation is secured other Rites. See Ramsay.
by his Life of Fenehn, his Travels of Gyrus,
city of Bavaria, in
Ratisbon.
and the elaborate work, published after his which two Masonic Congresses have been
death, entitled The Philosophical Principles held. The first was convoked in 1459, by
of Natural and Revealed Religion, Unfolded Jost Dotzinger, the master of the works of
in a Oeometrical Order.
In Masonry he the Strasburg cathedral. It established
wrote but little save the rituals of the some new laws for the government of the
degrees which he had invented. He was, Fraternity in Germany, The second was
however, the author of an Apologetic and called in 1464, by the Grand Lodge of
Historical Relation of the Society of Freema- Strasburg, principally to define the relative
sonry, which was published in 1738, and rights of, and to settle existing difficulties
had the honor to be burnt the next year between, the Grand Lodges of Strasburg,
at Rome by the public executioner, on the Cologne, Vienna, and Bern.
sentence of the Sacred Congregation of the
Manuscript. In 1855,
Inquisition.
the Rev. J. S. Sidebotham, of New ColAs to the efiect of Ramsay's labors on lege, Oxford, published in the Freemason!^
Freemasonry, I think there can hardly be Monthly Magazine a series of interesting
two opinions in candid minds. He came extracts from a manuscript volume which
to the study of the Masonic science with all he stated was in the Bodleian Library, and
the advantages of a thoroughly classical which he described as seeming "to be a
education. He was indeed by far the most kind of Masonic album, or commonplace
learned man who, up to that time, had book, belonging to Brother Richard Eawtaken any interest in the Order. Thus his linson, LL.D. and F. E. S., of the followinfluence was directed to elevate the tone of ing Lodges: Sash and Cocoa-tree, Moorthe Institution, and to show to the world fields, 87 St. Paul's Head, Ludgate Street,
that it was worthy of the investigation of 40; Rose Tavern, Cheapside and Oxford
cultivated minds. With Ancient Craft Ma- Arms, Ludgate Street, 94; in which he insonry he scarcely interfered, save to assign serted anything that struck him either as
to it an origin and a history different from useful or particularly amusing. It is partly
those which had been commonly received. in manuscript, partly in print, and comBut on that fundamental system, as his prises some ancient Masonic Charges, Con:

;

A

RawUnson

;
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forms of summons, a list of all
the Lodges of his time under the Grand
Lodge of England, whether in London, the
country, or abroad ; together with some extracts from the Orab Street Journal, the
General Evening Post, and other journals
of the day. The date ranges from 1724 to
1740."
Among the materials thus collected is
one which bears the following title: The
Preemaaom? Constitutions, Copied from an
Old MS. in the possession of Dr. Rawlinson.
This copy of the Old Constitutions
does not differ materially in its contents
from the other old manuscripts, but its
more modern spelling and phraseology
would seem to give it a later date, which
Hughan thinks is about 1700. In a note
to the statement that King Athelstan
" caused a roll or book to be made, which
declared how this science was first invented,
afterwards preserved and augmented, with
the utility and true intent thereof, which
roll or book he commanded to be read and
plainly recited when a man was to be made
a Freemason," Dr. Eawlinson says " One
of these rolls I have seen in the possession
of Mr. Baker, a carpenter in Moorfields."
The title of the manuscript in the scrapbook of Eawlinson is The Freemason^ Constitution, Copied from an Old MS. in the possession of Dr. Rawlinson. Recent researches
in the Bodleian Library have not, however,
discovered the original manuscript from
which the copy was made. It has most
probably been mislaid, for its existence
cannot be doubted.
Richard Eawlinson, LL.D., was a celebrated antiquary, who was born in London
about 1690, and died April 6, 1755. He
was the author of a Life of Anthony Wood,
published in 1711, and of The English Topographer, published in 1720. Dr. Eawlinson was consecrated a bishop of the
non-juring communion of the Church of
England, March 25, 1728. He was an assiduous collector of old manuscripts, invariably purchasing, sometimes at high prices,
In his
all that were ofiered him for sale.
will, dated June 2, 1752, he bequeathed the
whole collection to the University of Oxford.
The manuscripts were placed in the
Bodleian Library, and still remain there;
but unfortunately no adequate catalogue
of them has ever been made.

candidate in any degree of Masonry the
Redpiendaire, or Recipient.
Smith
Recognition,
of.
says ( Use and Abuse, p. 46,) that at the institution of the Order, in each of the degrees, " a particular distinguishing test was
adopted, which test, together with the explication, was accordingly settled and communicated to the Fraternity previous to
their dispersion, under a necessary and
solemn injunction to secrecy; and they
have been most cautiously preserved and
transmitted down to posterity by faithful
brethren ever since their emigration."
Hence, of all the landmarks, the modes
of recognition are the most legitimate and
unquestioned. They should admit of no

stitutions,

:

ReceiTed and Acknowledged.
A term applied to the initiation of a candidate into the sixth or Most Excellent Masdegree of the American Rite. See

Modes

variation, for in their universality consist
their excellence and advantage. And yet
such variations have unfortunately been

admitted, the principal of which originated about the middle of the last century,
and were intimately connected with the
schism which at that time took place in
the Grand Lodge of England, and which
divided the Fraternity in that country into
the two conflicting societies of the " Ancients" and the "Moderns;" and although
by the reconciliation in 1813 uniformity
was restored in the United Grand Lodge
which was then formed, that uniformity did
not extend to the subordinate bodies in
other countries which had derived their
existence and their different modes of
recognition from the two separated Grand
Lodges; and this was, of course, equally
applicable to the high degrees which
sprang out of them.
Thus, while the
modes of recognition in the York and
Scottish Rites are substantially the same,
those of the French or Modern Rite differ
in almost everything. In this there is a
P. W. in the first degree unrecognized by
the two other Rites, and all afterwards are
difierent.

Again, there are important differences in
the York and American Rites, although
there is sufficient similarity to relieve
American and English Masons from any
embarrassment in mutual recognition. Although nearly all the Lodges in the United
States, before the Revolution of 1776,
derived their existence from the Grand
Lodges of England, the American Masons
do not use the multitude of signs that prevail in the English system, while they
have introduced, I think, through the
teachings of Webb, the D. G., which is

unknown

ter's

totally

Ac&nov>ledged.

Looking to these

Reception. The ceremony
tion into
reception.

a degree of Masonry

Recipient.

is

The French

of initiacalled a
call

the
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Congress

to

English

Masonry.

differences, the Masonic
of Paris, held in 1856, recom-

mended, in the seventh proposition, that
" Masters of Lodges, in conferring the degree of Master Mason, should invest the
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candidate with the words, signs, aud grips ates had then, it seems, like the Freemaof the Scottish and Modern Eites." This sons, mystical steps.
That the Gnostics had modes of recogniproposition, if it had been adopted, would
have mitigated, if it did not abolish, the tion we learn from St. Epiphanius, himself
evil
but, unfortunately, it did not receive at one time in early life a Gnostic, who
says in his Panarium, written against the
the general concurrence of the Craft.
As to the anticjuity of modes of recogni- Gnostics and other heretics, that " on the
tion in general, it may be said that, from arrival of any stranger belonging to the
the very nature of things, there was always same belief, they have a sign given by one
In holding out the hand,
a necessity for the members of every secret to another.
society to have some means for recognizing under pretence of saluting each other, they
a brother that should escape the detec- feel aud tickle it in a peculiar manner
tion of the uninitiated. We find evidence underneath the palm, and so discover if
in several of the classic writings showing the new-comer belongs to the same sect.
that such a custom prevailed among the Thereupon, however poor they may be,
Livy they sei-ve up to him a sumptuous feast,
initiated in the Pagan mysteries.
tells us
(xxxi. 14) of two Acarnanian with abundance of meats and wine."
I do not refer to the fanciful theories of
youths who accidentally entered the temthe first one most probably a
ple of Ceres during the celebration of the Dr. Oliver,
mysteries, and, not having been initiated, joke, and therefore out of place in his Symfounded on passages
were speedily detected as intruders, and bolical Dictionary,
put to death by the managers of the tem- of Homer and Quintus Curtius, that Achilple.
They must, of course, have owed les and Alexander of Macedon recognized
their detection to the fact that they were the one Priam and the other the High
not in possession of those modes of recog- Priest by a sign. But there are abundant
nition which were known only to the initi- evidences of an authentic nature that a sysated.
tem of recognition by signs, and words,
That they existed in the Dionysiac rites and grips has existed in the earliest times,
of' Bacchus we learn from Plautus, who, in and, therefore, that they were not invented
his Miles Oloriosus, (Act IV., So. ii.,) makes by the Masons, who borrowed them, as
Misphidippa say to Pyrgopolonices, " Cedo they did much more of their mystical syssignum si harunc Baccharum es," Oive tem, from antiquity.
the sign, if you are one of these Baoohm.
Becoinuiendation. The petition
Jamblichus ( Vit. Pyth.) tells the story of a candidate for initiation must be recomof a disciple of Pythagoras, who, having mended by at least two members of the
been taken sick, on a long journey, at an Lodge. Preston requires the signature to
inn, and having exhausted his funds, gave, be witnessed by one person, (he does not
before he died, to the landlord, who had say whether he must oe a member of the
been very kind to him, a paper, on which Lodge or not,) and that the candidate must
he had written the account of his distress, be proposed in open Lodge by a member.
and signed it with a symbol of Pythagoras. Webb says that the candidate must be
This the landlord affixed to the gate of a proposed in form, by a member of the
neighboring temple.
Months afterwards Lodge, and the proposition seconded by
another Pythagorean, passing that way, another member."
Cross says that the
recognized the secret symbol, and, inquir- recommendation " is to be signed by two
ing into the tale, reimbursed the landlord members of the Lodge," and he dispenses
for all his trouble and expenses.
with the formal proposition. These gradApuleius, who was initiated into the ual changes, none of them, however, subOsirian and Islac mysteries, says, in his stantially affecting the principle, have at
Defensio, " if any one is present" who has last resulted in the present simpler usage,
been initiated into the same secret rites as which is, for two members of the Lodge to
myself, if he will give me the sign, he affix their names to the petition, as recomshall then be at liberty to hear what it is menders of the applicant.
that I keep with such care." But in anThe petition for a Dispensation for a new
other place he is less cautious, and even Lodge, as preliminary to the application for
gives an inkling of what was one of the a Warrant of Constitution, must be recomsigns of the Osirian initiation.
For in his mended by the nearest Lodge. Preston
Golden Ass (lib. xi.) he says that in a dream says that it must be recommended " by the
he beheld one of the disciples of Osiris, Masters of three regular Lodges adjacent to
"who walked gently, with a hesitating the place where the new Lodge is to be
step, the ankle of his left foot being ^"^^
held?'
This is also the language of the
slightly bent, in order, no doubt, that he Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Iremight afford me some sign by which I land. The Grand Lodge of Scotland recould recognize him." The Osirian initi- quires the recommendation to be signed
;

—

—

KECONCIHATION

EECOEDS

"by the Masters and officers of two of the
nearest Lodges." The modern Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England requires a recommendation " by the officers
of some regular Lodge," without saying
anything of its vicinity to the new Lodge.
The rule now universally adopted is, that
it must be recommended by the nearest

cannot be taken up out of its order, and no
second motion for reconsideration can be
offered while it lies upon the table, hence
to lay a motion for reconsideration on the

Lodge.

Reconciliation, Iiodge of. When
the two contending Grand Lodges of England, known as the "Ancients" and the
" Moderns," resolved, in 1813, under the
respective Grand Masterships of the Dukes
of Kent and Sussex, to put an end to all
differences, and to form a United Grand
Lodge, it was provided, in the fifth article
of union, that each of the two Grand
Masters should appoint nine Master Masons to meet at some convenient place and
each party having opened a just and perfect Lodge in a separate apartment, they
should give and receive mutually and reciprocally the obligations of both Fraternities; and being thus duly and equally enlightened in both forms, they should be
empowered and directed to hold a Lodge,
under the Warrant or Dispensation to be
intrusted to them, and to be entitled " The
Lodge of Reconciliation." The duty of
this Lodge was to visit the several Lodges
under both Grand Lodges, and to instruct
the officers and members of the same in
the forms of initiation, obligation, etc., in
both, so that uniformity of working might
be established. The Lodge of Reconciliation
was constituted on the 27th December,
1813, the day on which the union was perfected.
This Lodge was only a temporary
one, and the duties for which it had been
organized having been performed, it ceased
;

to exist

by

ita

own

limitation.

Reconsideration, Motion

for.
can only be
made in a Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, or
other Grand Body, on the same day or the
day after the adoption of the motion which
it is proposed to reconsider.
In a Lodge
or other subordinate body, it can only be
made at the same meeting. It cannot be
moved by one who has voted in the minority.
It cannot be made when the matter
to be reconsidered has passed out of the
control of the body, as when the original
motion was for an appropriation which
has been expended since the motion for it

A

motion

for reconsideration

was passed.
is

A

not debatable

motion
if

for reconsideration
the question proposed

be reconsidered is not. It cannot always
be adopted by a simple majority vote. It
may be postponed or laid upon the table.
If postponed to a time definite, and when
that time arrives is not acted upon, it cannot be renewed. If laid upon the table, it
to

4E

633

table is considered as equivalent to rejecting it. When a motion for reconsideration
is adopted, the original motion comes up
immediately for consideration, as if it had
been for the first time brought before the
body, in the form which it presented when
it

was adopted.

Reconsideration of tbe Ballot.
When the petition of a candidate for initiation has been rejected, it is not permissible for any member to move for a reconsideration of the ballot.
The following

four principles set forth in a summary way
the doctrine of Masonic parliamentary law
on this subject:
1. It is never in order for a member to
move for the reconsideration of a ballot on
the petition of a candidate, nor for a presiding officer to entertain such a motion. 2.
The Master or presiding officer alone can,
for reasons satisfactory to himself, order
such a reconsideration. 3. The presiding
officer cannot order a reconsideration on
any subsequent night, nor on the same
night, after any member who was present
and voted has departed. 4. The Grand
Master cannot grant a Dispensation for a
reconsideration, nor in any other way interfere with the ballot.
The same restriction applies to the Grand Lodge.

Recorder.

In some of the high de-

grees, as in a Council of Select Masters and
a Commandery of Knights Templars, the
title of Recorder is given to the Secretary.

The recording officer of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the United
States, of State Grand Commanderies, and
of Grand Councils of Royal and Select Masters, is styled a Grand Recorder.
Records, Old. The early history of
Masonry, as written by Anderson, Preston,
Smith, Calcott, and writers of that generation, was little more than a collection of
absurd as to excite the smile of
every reader, or bare statements of incidents, without any authority to substantiate
their genuineness.
The recent writers on the same subject
have treated it in a very different manner,
and one that gives to the investigation of
the early annals of Freemasonry a respectable position in the circle of historic studies.
Much of the increased value that is given
in the present day to Masonic history is
derivable from the fact that, ceasing to repeat the gratuitous statements of the older
writers, some of whom have not hesitated
to make Adam a Grand Master, and Eden
the site of a Lodge, our students of this day
are drawing their conclusions from, and esfables, so

RED
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tablishing their theories on, the old records,
which Masonic archffiology is in this generation bringing to light. Hence, one of
these students (Bro. Woodford, of England,)
has said that, when we begin to investigate
the real facts of Masonic history, " not only
have we to discard at once much that we
have held tenaciously and taught habitually, simply resting on the reiterated assertions ot others, hut we shall also find
that we have to get rid of what, I fear, we
must call ' accumulated rubbish,' before we
can see clearly how the great edifice of Masonic history, raised at last on sure and
good foundations, stands out clearer to the
sight, and even more honorable to the
builders, from those needful, if preparatory,
labors."
Anderson tells us that in the year 1719,
at some of the private Lodges, " several
very valuable manuscripts concerning^ the
Fraternity, their Lodges, Regulations,
Charges, Secrets, and Usages, were too
hastily burnt by some scrupulous brothers,
that those papers might not fall into strange

hands."
In the last quarter of a century the archaeologists of Masonry have labored very
diligently

and

successfully to disinter from

the old Lodges, libraries, and museums
many of these ancient manuscripts, and
much light has thus been thrown upon the
early history of Freemasonry.
The following is a list of the most important of these old records which the
industry of Masonic antiquaries has brought
to light. They are generally called " Manuscripts," because their originals, for the
most part, exist in manuscript rolls, or
there is competent evidence that the origi-

how lost, once
There are, however, a few instances in which this evidence is wanting,
and the authenticity of the manusci'ipt rests
only on probability. Each of them is noted
in this work under its respective title.
1. Halliwell Manuscript.
Add.
2. Book of the Fraternity of Stonemanal manuscripts, although
existed.

sons.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

Paris Regulations.
Strasburg Constitutions.
Cooke's Manuscript.

Landsdowne Manuscript.
Schaw Manuscript.

8. St.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

Clair Charters.

Eglinton Manuscript.
York Manuscripts, (six in number.)
Grand Lodge Manuscript.
Sloane Manuscripts, (two in number.)
Aitcheson-Haven Manuscript.
Kilwinning Manuscript.
Harleian Manuscript.
Hope Manuscript.
Alnwick Manuscript.

18.

Papworth Manuscript.

Manuscript.
Manuscript.
21. St. Albans' Regulations.
22. Anderson Manuscript.
23. Stone Manuscripts.
24. Constitutions of Strasburg.
25. Constitutions of Torgan.
/
26. Dowland Manuscript.
27. Wilson Manuscript.
28. Spencer Manuscript.
29. Cole Manuscript.
30. Plott Manuscript.
Add.
31. Inigo Jones Manuscript.
32. Rawlinson Manuscript.
33. Woodford Manuscript.
34. Krause Manuscript.
35. Antiquity Manuscript
36. Leland Manuscript, sometimes called
the Locke Manuscript.
37. Charter of Cologne.
There may be some other manuscript
19. Roberts'
20.

Edward

III.

records, especially in France and Germany,
not here noticed, but the list above contains
the most important of those now known to

the Fraternity. Many of them have never
yet been published, and the collection
forms a mass of material absolutely necessary for theproper investigation of Masonic

Every Mason who desires to
the true condition of the Fraternity
during the last three or four centuries, and
who would learn the connection between
the Stonemasons of the Middle Ages and
the Free and Accepted Masons of the present day, so as perfectly to understand the
process by which the Institution became
changed from an operative art to a snecnlative science, should attentively read and
thoroughly digest these ancient records of
the Brotherhood.

history.

know

Rectifloation.

The German Masons

use this word to designate that process
of removing an irregularity of initiation
which, in English Masonry, is called hea(ing,

which

see.

Rectified Rite. {EiUReMfii.) See
Martinism.

Rectified Rose Croix, Rite of.
See Rose OroLx, Redified.
Recnsaiit. A term applied in English history to one who refused to acknowledge the supremacy of the king as head of
the church. In Masonic law, the word is
sometimes used to designate a Lodge or
a Mason that refuses to obey an edict of the
Grand Lodge. The arrest of the Charter,
or the suspension or expulsion of the offender, would be the necessary punishment
of such an offence.
Red. Red, scarlet, or crimson, for it is
indifferently called by each of these names,
is the appropriate color of the Royal Arch
degree, and is said symbolically to repre-

'

;

:

RED

RED

sent the ardor and zeal which should actuate all who are in possession of that sublime portion of Masonry. Portal (Cotdeurs
Symb., p. 116,) refers the color red to fire,
which was the symbol of the regeneration
and purification of souls. Hence there
seems to be a congruity in adopting it as
the color of the Royal Arch, which refers
historically to the regeneration or rebuilding of the Temple, and symbolically to the
regeneration of life.
In the religious services of the Hebrews,
red, or scarlet, was used as one of the colors
of the veils of the tabernacle, in which, according to Josephus, it was an emblem of
the element of fire; it was also used in the
ephod of the high priest, in the girdle, and
in the breastplate. Bed was, among the
Jews, a color of dignity, appropriated to the
most opulent or honorable, a,nd hence the
prophet Jeremiah, in describing the rich
men of his country, speaks of them as those
who " were brought up in scarlet."
In the Middle Ages, those knights who
engaged in the wars of the Crusades, and
especially the Templars, wore a red cross,
as a symbol of their willingness to undergo
martyrdom for the sake of religion ; and the
priests of the Roman Church still wear red
vestments when they officiate on the festivals of those saints who were martyred.
Red is in the higher degrees of Masonry
as predominating a color as blue is in the
lower.
Its symbolic significations diflfer,
but they may generally be considered as
alluding either to the virtue of fervency
when the symbolism is moral, or to the
shedding of blood when it is historical.
Thus in the degree of Provost and Judge,
it is historically emblematic of the violent
death of one of the founders of the Institution while in the degree of Perfection it is
said to be a moral symbol of zeal for the
glory of God, and for our own advancement
towards perfection in Masonry and virtue.
In the degree of Rose Croix, red is the
predominating color, and symbolizes the
ardent zeal which should inspire all who
are in search of that which is lost.
Where red is not used historically, and
adopted as a memento of certain tragical
circumstances in the history of Masonry,
it is always, under some modification, a
symbol of zeal and fervency.
These three colors, blue, purple, and red,
were called in the former English lectures
" the old colors of Masonry," and were said
to have been selected "because they are
royal, and such as the ancient kings and
princes used to wear and sacred history
informs us that the veil of the Temple was
composed of these colors."
Cross Knight. When, in the
tenth century. Pope Urban II., won by the

enthusiasm of Peter the Hermit, addressed
the people who had assembled at the city
of Clermont during the sitting of the
Council, and exhorted them to join in the
expedition to conquer the Holy Land, he
said, in reply to their cry that God wills it,
Dieux el volt, " it is indeed the will of God
let this memorable word, the inspiration,
surely, of our Holy Spirit, be forever adopted as your cry of battle, to animate the devotion and courage of the champions of
Christ.
His cross is the symbol of your
salvation ; wear it, a red, a bloody cross, as
an external mark on your breasts or shoulders, as a pledge of your sacred and irrevocable engagement."
The proposal was
eagerly accepted, and the Bishop of Puy
was the first who solicited the Pope to affix
the cross in red cloth on his shoulder. The
example was at once followed, and thenceforth the red cross on the breast was recognized as the sign of him who was engaged
in the Holy Wars, and Crusader and Red
Cross Knight became convertible terms.
Spenser, in the Fairie Queen, (Cant. I.,) thus
describes one of these knights

;

;

Red

"

And on

his breast a bloody cross
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he bore.

The dear remembrance of his dying Lord,
For whose sweet sake that glorious badge he
wore,

And dead, as living, ever him ador'd
Upon his shield the Uke was also scor'd."
:

The application of this title, as is sometimes done in the ritual of the degree, to a
Masonic degree of Knight of the Red Cross,
is altogether wrong.
Red Cross Knight
and a Knight of the Red Cross are two en-

A

tirely diiferent things.

Red Cross, Knigbt of the. See
Orosa.
Red Cross L.egend. The embassy

Knight of the Red

^

of Zerubbabel to the court of Darius constitutes what has been called the Legend of
the Red Cross degree. See Embassy,

Red Cross of Babylon. See BabyRed Cross of Rome and Constantine. A degree founded on the cirlonish Pass.

cumstance of the vision of a cross, with the
inscription EN Til NIKA, which appeared
in the heavens to the Emperor Constantine.
It formed originally a part of the Bosaic
Rite, and is now practised in England,
Ireland, Scotland, and some of the English
colonies, as a distinct Order ; the meetings
being called " Conclaves," and the presiding
officer of the Grand Imperial Council of
the whole Order, " Grand Sovereign." Its
existence in England as a Masonic degree
has been traced, according to Bro. R. W.
Little, {Freemas. Mag.,) to the year 1780,
when it was given by Bro. Charles ShirrefF.
It was reorganized in 1804 by Walter Bod-

:

:

REFRESHMENT
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as Grand Maswas at this Convention that the
Reformed Rite was first established, its
the following legend
"After the memorable battle fought at members assuming the title of the " BenefiSaxa Rubra, on the 28th October, A. D. cent Knights of the Holy City," because
312, the emperor sent for the chiefs of the they derived their system from the French
Christian legion, and
we now quote the Rite of that name. It was called the Rein presence of his formed Rite, because it professed to be a
words of an old ritual
other officers constituted them into an reformation of a Rite which had been esOrder of Knighthood, and appointed them tablished in Germany about a quarter of
to wear the form of the Cross he had seen a century before under the name of the
" Rite of Strict Observance."
This latter
in the heavens upon their shields, with
the motto In hoe signo vinces round it, sur- Rite had advanced an hypothesis in relarounded with clouds and peace being soon tion to the connection between Freemasonry
after made, he became the Sovereign Patron and the Order of Knights Templars, tracing
of the Christian Order of the Red Cross.' the origin of our Institution to those
This hypothesis
It is also said that this Cross, together with Knights at the Crusades.
a device called the Labarum, was ordered the Convention at Wilhelmsbad rejected
to be embroidered upon all the imperial as unfounded in history or correct tradi-

well Wright,

The

ritual.

who

supplied

ritual of the

—
—

its

Duke of Brunswick, presided

present

Order contains

ter.

It

'

;

By the adoption of this Rite, the
Congress gave a death-blow to the Rite of
Strict Observance.
The Reformed Rite is exceedingly simple in its organization, consisting only of

standards. The Christian warriors were
selected to compose the body-guard of Constantine, and the command of these privileged soldiers was confided to Eusebius,
Bishop of Nicomedia, who was thus considered the second officer of the Order."

Bed

tion.

five degrees,

Cross Sword of Babylon.

A degree worked in the Royal Arch Chap-

3.

Red

Bed

Lietters. In the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, edicts, summonses
or other documents, written or printed in
red letters, are supposed to be of more
binding obligation, and to require more
implicit obedience, than any others. Hence,

same

Rite, to publish the

name

Befresbment.

of

;

time resumed.

of.

it is

only tem-

again resuming labor, the intermediate
period is called a time of refreshment, and
the Lodge is said not to be closed, but to
be called from labor to refreshment. The
phrase is an old one, and is found in the
earliest rituals of the last century.
Calling

letters.

Chamber

But where

porarily closed, with the intention of soon

;

Beflectlon,

In Masoniclanguage,

refreshment is opposed in a peculiar sense
to labor. While a Lodge is in activity it
must be either at labor or at refreshment.
If a Lodge is permanently closed until its
next communication, the intervening period is one of abeyance, its activity for Masonic duty having for the time been suspended although its powers and privileges
as a Lodge still exist, and may be at any

one who has been expelled in red letters is
considered an especial mark of disgrace.
It i% derived from the custom of the Middle Ages, when, as Muratori shows, [Antiq.
Ital. Med.^ red letters were used to give
greater weight to documents and he quotes
an old Charter of 1020, which is said to be
confirmed " per literas rubeas," or by red

Chamber of

City.

The last degree is, however, divided into
three sections, those of Novice, Professed
Brother, and Knight, which really gives
seven degrees to the Rite

Cross conferred in the United

States.

in the

;

;

Knight of the Holy

ters of Scotland, and also in some parts of
England. It is very similar to the Knight

of the

namely

Entered Apprentice; 2. Fellow Craft;
Master Mason 4. Scottish Master 5.

1.

See

Beflecfion.

Beformed EEelretic Bite. The
Reformed Rite of Wilhelrasbad was intro- from labor to refreshment differs from
duced into Poland, in 1784, by Brother closing in this, that the ceremony is a very
Glayre, of Lausanne, the minister of King brief one, and that the Junior Warden
Stanislaus, and who was also the Provin- then assumes the control of the Craft, in
cial Grand Master of this Rite in the token of which he erects his column on his
French part of Switzerland. But, in intro- stand or pedestal, while the Senior Warducing it into Poland, he subjected it to den lays nis down. This is reversed in
several modifications, and called it the Re- calling on, in which the ceremony is equally
formed Helvetic Rite. The system was brief.
adopted by the Grand Orient of Poland.
The word refreshment no longer bears the
Beformed Bite. This Rite was meaning among Masons that it formerly
established, in 1872, by a Congress of Free- did.
It signifies not necessarily eating and
masons assembled at Wilhelmsbad, in Ger- drinking, but simply cessation from labor.
many, over whose deliberations Ferdinand, A Lodge at refreshment may thus be com>

a

REGALIA
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the collar and jewel, and sometimes even
the apron, are called by many Masons the
regalia.
The word has the early authority
of Preston. In the second edition of his
now obsolete usage, which Dr. Oliyer Illustrations, (1775,) when on the subject
{Mas. Juris., p. 210,) thus describes:
of funerals, he uses the expression, "the
" The Lodges in ancient times were not body, with the regalia placed thereon, aud
arranged according to the practice in use two swords crossed." And at the end of
amongst ourselves at the present day. The the service he directs that "the regalia
Worshipful Master, indeed, stood in the and ornaments of the deceased, if an officer
east, but both the Wardens were placed in of a Lodge, are returned to the Master in
the west. The south was occupied by the due form, and with the usual ceremonies."
senior Entered Apprentice, whose business Begalia cannot here mean the Bible and
it was to obey the instructions of the MasBook of Constitutions, for there is a place
ter, and to welcome the visiting brethren,
in another part of the procession approafter having duly ascertained that they priated to them.
I should have supposed
were Masons. The junior Entered Ap- that, by regalia, Preston referred to some
prentice was placed in the north, to pre- particular decorations of the Lodge, had
vent the intrusion of cowans and eaves- nothis subsequent editors, Jones and Oliver,
droppers and a long table, and sometimes both interpolated the word " other " before
two, where the Lodge was numerous, were ornaments, so as to make the sentence
extended in parallel lines from the pedes- read " regalia and other ornaments," thus
tal to the place where the Wardens sat, on clearly indicating that they deemed the
which appeared not only the emblems of regalia a part of the ornaments of the deMasonry, but also materials for refresh- ceased. The word is thus used in one of
ment
for in those days every section of the chapters of the modern Constitutions
the lecture had its peculiar toast or senti- of the Grand Lodge of England. But in
ment; and at its conclusion the Lodge was the text the more correct words " clothing
called from labor to refreshment by certain and jewels " are employed. There is, howceremonies, and a toast, technically called ever, so great an error in the use of the
'
the charge,' was drunk in a bumper, with word regalia to denote Masonic clothing,
the honors, and not unfrequently accom- that it would be better to avoid it.
panied by an appropriate song.
After
Regeneration. In the Ancient Myswhich the Lodge was called from refresh- teries the doctrine of regeneration was
ment to labor, and another section was de- taught by symbols not the theological
livered with the like result."
dogma of regeneration peculiar to the
At the present day, the banquets of Christian church, but the philosophical
Lodges, when they take place, are always dogma as a change from death to life
held after the Lodge is closed; although new birth to immortal existence. Hence
they are still supposed to be under the the last day of the Eleusinian mysteries,
charge of the Junior Warden.
When when the initiation was completed, was
modern Lodges are called to refreshment, called, says Court de GebeUn, (M. P., iv.
it is either as a part of the ceremony of 322,) the day of regeneration.
This is the
the third degree, or for a brief period some- doctrine in the Masonic mysteries, and
times extending to more than a day, when more especially in the symbolism of the
labor, which had not been finished, is to be third degree.
must not say that the
resumed and concluded.
Mason is regenerated when he is initiated,
The mythical history of Masonry tells us but that he has been indoctrinated into the
that high twelve or noon was the hour at philosophy of the regeneration, or the new
Solomon's Temple when the Craft were birth of all things
of light out of darkpermitted to suspend their labor, which ness, or life out of death, of eternal life out
was resumed an hour after. In reference of temporal death.
to this myth, a Lodge is at all times supRegent. The fourth degree of the
posed to be called from labor to refresh- Lesser Mysteries of the Illuminati.
ment at " high twelve," and to be called on
learned Masonic
Reghellini, M.
writer, who was born of Venetian parents
again " one hour after high twelve."
Regalia. Strictly speaking, the word on the island of Scio, whence he was usually
regalia, from the Latin, regalia, royal styled Reghellini de Scio.
The date of
things, signifies the ornaments of a king or 1750, at which his birth has been placed, is
queen, and is applied to the apparatus used certainly an error. Michaud supposes that it
at a coronation, such as the crown, scep- is twenty or thirty years too soon. The date of
tre, cross, mound, etc.
But it has in the publication of his earliest works would
niodern times been loosely employed to sig- indicate that he could not have been born
nify almost any kind of ornaments. Hence much before 1780. After receiving a good

pared to any other society when in a recess.
During the whole of the last century,
and a part of the present, a different meaning was given to the word, arising from a

;

—
—

;

:

—

;

We

—

A
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REGULAR

REGIMENTAL

education, and becoming especially a proficient in mathematics and chemistry, he settled at Brussels, where he appears to have
spent the remaining years of his life, and
wrote various works, which indicate extensive research and a lively and, perhaps, a
rather ill-directed imagination. In 1834 he
published a worli entitled Examen du Mosaisme et du Christianisme, whose bold opinions were not considered as very orthodox.
He had previously become attached to the
study of Masonic antiquities, and in 1826
published a work in one volume, entitled
Esprit du dogme de la Franc- Ma^onnerie :
recherches sur son origine et eelle de ses differents rites. He subsequently still further developed his ideas on this subject, and published at Paris, in 1833, a much larger
work, in three volumes, entitled. La Magonnerie, consideree comme le resuUat des Religions Egyptienne, Juive et ChrHienne. In
this work he seeks to trace both Freemasonry and the Mosaic religion to the worship
that was practised on the banks of the Nile

in the time of the Pharaohs. Whatever
thought of his theory, it must be
confessed that he has collected a mass of
learned and interesting facts that must be
attractive to the Masonic scholar.
From
1822 to 1829 EegheUini devoted his labors
to editing the Annates Chrmiologigues, lAtteraires et Sistoriques de la Magonnerie des
Pays-Bos, a work that contains much valuable information.
Outside of Masonry, the life of Reghellini is not well known.
It is said that in
1848 he became complicated with the political troubles which broke out that year in
Vienna, and, in consequence, experienced
some trouble. His great age at the time
precluded the likelihood that the statement

may be

In his latter days he was reduced
to great penury, and in August, 1855, was
compelled to take refuge in the House of
Mendicity at Brussels, where he shortly
afterwards died.
is true.

Regimental liOdge. An expression used by Dr. Oliver, in his Jurisprudence, to designate a Lodge attached to
a regiment in the British army. The title
is not recognized in the English Constitutions, where such a Lodge is always styled
a Milifary Lodge, which see.
list of the officers and
Register.
members of a Grand or subordinate
Lodge.
The registers of Grand Lodges
are generally published in this country annually attached to their Proceedings. The
custom of publishing annual registers of
subordinate Lodges is almost exclusively
confined to the Masonry of the continent
of Europe. Sometimes it is called a Begis-

A

try.

Registrar, Grand.

1.

An officer

of

the

Grand Lodge of England, whose prin-

cipal duty it is to take charge of the seal,
and attach it, or cause it to be attached by
the Grand Secretary, to documents issued

by the Grand Lodge or Grand Master. 2.
An officer in a Grand Consistory of the
Scottish Rite, whose duties are those of
Grand Secretary.
Registration. The modern Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England require that every Lodge must be particularly careful in registering the names of
the brethren initiated therein, and also in
making the returns of its members; as no
person is entitled to partake of the general
charity, unless his name be duly registered,
and he shall have been at least two years a
contributing

member of

a

Lodge, except

which the limitameant to extend,
shipwreck, or capture at sea, loss by

in the following cases, to
tion of two years is not
viz.,

or breaking or dislocating a limb, fully
attested and proved. To prevent injury to
individuals, by their being excluded the
privileges of Masonry through the neglect
of their Lodges in not registering their
names, any brother so circumstanced, on
fire,

producing sufficient proof that he has paid
the full fees to his Lodge, including the
register fee, shall be capable of enjoying
the privileges of the Craft. But the ofiending Lodge shall be reported to the Board
of General Purposes, and rigorously proceeded against for detaining moneys which
are the property of the Grand Lodge.
An unregistered member in England is
therefore equivalent, so far as the exercise
of his rights is concerned, to an unaffiliated
Mason. In this country the same rule exists of registration in the Lodge books and
an annual return of the same to the Grand
Lodge, but the penalties for neglect or disobedience are neither so severe nor so well
defined.

Registry. The roll or list of Lodges
and their members under the obedience of
a Grand Lodge.
Such registries are in
general published annually by the Grand
Lodges of the United States at the end of
their printed Proceedings.

Regular.

A

Lodge working under

the legal authority of a Warrant of Constitution is said to be regular. The word was
first used in 1723, in the first edition of
Anderson's Constitutions. In the eighth
General Regulation published in that work
it is said: "If any set or number of Masons shall take upon themselves to form a
Lodge without the Grand Master's Warrant, the regular Lodges are not to countenance them." Ragon says ( Orthod. Mag.,
72,) that the word was first heard of in
French Masonry in 1773, when an edict
of the Grand Orient thus defined it:

"A

;
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is a Lodge attached to the cient Mysteries, like that of the third deGrand Orient, and a regular Mason is a gree of Masonry, began in sorrow and termember of a regular Lodge."
minated in rejoicing. The sorrow was for

regular I^odge

Regulations.

See Old Regulations.

Behum.

Called by Ezra the chancellor.
He was probably a lieutenant-governor of the province of Judea, who, with
Shimshai the scribe, wrote to Artaxerxes
to prevail upon him to stop the building
of the second Temple. His name is introduced into some of the high degrees that
are connected in their ritual with the sec-

ond Temple.

Reinhold, Karl lieonhard. A
philosopher, who was born at Vienna in 1758, and died in 1823. He was
associated with Wieland, whose daughter
he married, in the editorship of the Deutchichen Mercur. He afterwards became a
professor of philosophy at Kiel, and published Letters on the Philosophy of Kant.
He was much interested in the study of
Freemasonry, and published, under the
pseudonym of Decius, at Leipsic, in 1788,
two lectures entitled Die Hebrdischen
Mysterien oder die alteste religiose Freimaurerei, i. e.. The Hebrew Mysteries, or the
Oldest religious Freemasonry. The fundamental idea of this work is, that Moses derived his system from the Egyptian priesthood. Eichhorn attacked his theory in his
Universal Repository of Biblical Literature.
Eeinhold delivered and published, in 1809,
An Address on the Design of Freemasonry,
and another in 1820, on the occasion of the

German

the death of the hero-god, which was represented in the sacred rites, and the rejoicing

was for his resuscitation to eternal life.
"Thrice happy," says Sophocles, "are
those who descend to the shades below
when they have beheld these rites of initia-

The lesson there taught was, says
Pindar, the divine origin of life, and hence
the rejoicing at the discovery of this eternal
tion."

truth.

Relief. One of the three principal
tenets of a Mason's profession, and thus
defined in the lecture of the first degree.
To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, but particularly on Masons, who are linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection.
To
soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with
their misfortunes, to compassionate their
miseries, and to restore peace to their
troubled minds, is the great aim we have
in view. On this basis we form our friendships and establish our connections.
Of the three tenets of a Mason's profession, which are Brotherly Love, Relief, and
Truth, it may be said that Truth is the column
of wisdom, whose rays penetrate and enlighten the inmost recesses of our Lodge
Brotherly Love, the, column of strength,
which binds us as one family in the indissoluble bond of fraternal affection; and
Relief, the column of beauty, whose ornaments, more precious than the lilies and
pomegranates that adorned the pillars of
the porch, are the widow's tear of joy and
the orphan's prayer of gratitude.

reopening of a Lodge at Kiel. This was
probably his last Masonic labor, as he died
In
in 1823, at the age of sixty-five years.
1828 a Life of him was published by his
son, a professor of philosophy at Jena.
Reinstatement. See Restoration.
Rejection. One black ball will reIf a candiject a candidate for initiation.
date be rejected, he can apply in no other
Lodge for admission. If admitted at all, it
must be in the Lodge where he first apBut the time when a new applicaplied.
tion may be made never having been determined by the general or common law of
Masonry, the rule has been left to the special enactment of Grand Lodges, some of
which have placed it at six months, and
some at from one to two years. Where the
Constitution of a Grand Lodge is silent on
the subject, it is held that a new application has never been specified, so that it is
held that a rejected candidate may apply
for a reconsideration of his case at any
time. The unfavorable report of the committee to whom the letter was referred, or
the withdrawal of the letter by the candi-

imposition on the charity of the Order, by
the applications of impostors, has led to the
establishment in our larger cities of Boards
of Relief.
These consist of representatives
of all the Lodges, to whom all applications
for temporary relief are referred.
The
members of the Board, by frequent consultations, are better enabled to distinguish the
worthy from the unworthy, and to detect
attempts at imposition.
similar organization, but under a different name, was
long ago established by the Grand Lodge
of England, for the distribution of the fund
of benevolence.
(See Fund of Benevolence.)
In New Orleans, Louisiana, the Board of
Relief, after twenty-five years of successful
operation, was chartered in July, 1854, by
the Grand Lodge as " Relief Lodge No. 1,"
to be composed of the Masters and Wardens
of all the Lodges who were united in the
objects of the Board.

date or his friends, is considered equivalent
See Unanimity.
to a rejection.
Rejoicing. The initiation of the An-

Religion of Masonry. There has
been a needless expenditure of ingenuity
and talent, by a large number of Masonic

Relief,

Board of.

The

liability to

A

:
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RELIGION

KELIGION

and essayists, in the endeavor to
prove that Masonry is not religion. This
has undoubtedly arisen from a well intended but erroneous view that has been
taken of the connection between religion
and Masonry, and from a fear that if
the complete disseverance of the two was
not made manifest, the opponents of Masonry would be enabled successfully to establish a theory which they have been fond
of advancing, that the Masons were disposed to substitute the teachings of their
Order for the truths of Christianity. Now
I have never for a moment believed that
any such unwarrantable assumption, as
that Masonry is intended to be a substitute
orators

for Christianity, could ever obtain admis-

sion into

any well regulated mind, and,

am

therefore, I
not disposed to yield, on
the subject of the religious character of
Masonry, quite so much as has been yielded
by more timid brethren. On the contrary,
I contend, without any sort of hesitation,
that Masonry is, in every sense of the word,
except one, and that its least philosophical,
that it
an eminently religious institution
is indebted solely to the religious element
which it contains for its origin and for its
continued existence, and that without this
religious element it would scarcely be
worthy of cultivation by the wise and good.
But, that I may be ,truly understood, it
will be well first to agree upon the true definition of religion.
There is nothing more
illogical than to reason upon undefined
terms. Webster has given four distinct
definitions of religion
1. Religion, in a comprehensive sense,
includes, he says, a belief in the being and
in the revelation of
Eerfections of Grod
is will to man
in man's obligation to
in a state of reward
obey his commands
and punishment, aud in man's accouutableness to God ; and also true godliness or piety
of life, with the practice of all moral duties.
2. His second definition is, that religion,
as distinct from theology, is godliness or
real piety in practice, consisting in the performance of all known duties to God and
our fellow-men, in obedience to divine command, or from love to God and his law.
3. Again, he says that religion, as distinct from virtue or morality, consists in
the performance of the duties we owe directly to God, from a principle of obedience to his will.

—

—

—

—

4. And lastly, he defines religion to be
any system of faith or worship and in this
sense, he says, religion comprehends the
belief and worship of Pagans and Mohammedans as well as of Christians
any re;

And

it is in this sense that we speak of the
Turkish religion, or the Jewish religion, as

well as of the Christian.
Now, it is plain that, in either of the first
three senses iu which we may take the word
religion {and they do not very materially
difierfrom each other). Masonry may rightfiilly claim to be called a religious instituClosely and accurately examined, it
tion.
will be found to answer to any one of the
requirements of either of these three definitions.
So much does it " include a belief
in the being and perfections of God," that
the public profession of such a faith is essentially necessary to gain admission into
the Order. No disbeliever in the existence
of a God can be made a Mason. The "revelation of his will to man" is technically
called the "spiritual, moral, and Masonic
trestle-board " of every Mason, according
to the rules and designs of which he is to
erect the spiritual edifice of his eternal life.
"state of reward and punishment" is
necessarily included in the very idea of an
obligation, which, without the belief in
such a state, could be of no binding force
or efficacy. And " true godliness or piety of
life " is inculcated as the invariable duty
of every Mason, from the inception of the
first to the end of the very last degree that
he takes. So, again, in reference to the
second and third definitions, all this practical piety and performance of the duties

A

to God and to our fellow-men arise
from and are founded on a principle of

we owe

obedience to the divine will. Whence else,
or from what other will, could they have
arisen ? It is the voice of the G. A. O. T.
U. symbolized to us in every ceremony of
our ritual and from every portion of the
furniture of our Lodge, that speaks to the
true Mason, commanding him to fear God
and to love the brethren. It is idle to say
that the Mason does good simply in obedience to the statutes of the Order. These
very statutes owe their sanction to the Masonic idea of the nature and perfections of
God, which idea has come down to us
from the earliest history of the Institution,
and the promulgation of which idea was
the very object and design of its origin.
But it must be confessed that the fourth
definition does not appear to be strictly applicable to Masonry,
It has no pretension
to assume a place among the rdigions of
the world as a sectarian " system of faith
and worship," in the sense in which we distinguish Christianity from Judaism, or Ju-

Mohammedanism. In this
meaning of the word we do not and cannot speak of the Masonic religion, nor say
ligion consisting in the belief of a superior of a man that he is not a Christian, but
power, or powers, governing the world, and a Mason. Here it is that the opponents
in the worship of such power or powers. of Freemasonry have assumed mistaken

—

daism from

.

KELIGIOUS

KENOUNCING

ground, in confounding the idea of a religious institution witli that of the Christian
religion as a peculiar form of worship, and
in supposing, because Masonry teaches religious truth, that it is offered as a substi-

the path of righteousness, but it does not
claim to be " the way, the truth, and the
life."
In so far, therefore, it cannot become
a substitute for Christianity, but its tendency is thitherward; and, as the handmaid of religion, it may, and often does,
act as the porch that introduces its votaries
into the temple of divine truth.
Masonry, then, is, indeed, a religious
institution
and on this ground mainly, if
not alone, should the religious Mason defend it.

tute for Christian truth and Christian obligation. Its warmest and most enlightened
friends have never advanced nor supported
such a claim. Freemasonry is not Christianity, nor a substitute for it.
It is not intended to supersede it nor any other form
of worship or system of faith. It does not
meddle with sectarian creeds or doctrines,
but teaches fundamental religious truth
not enough to do away with the necessity
of the Christian scheme of salvation, but

—

more than enough

to show, to demonstrain every philosophical sense
of the word, a religious institution, and
one, too, in which the true Christian Mason
will find, if he earnestly seeks for them,
abundant types and shadows of his own
exalted and divinely inspired faith.
The tendency of all true Masonry is towards religion. If it make any progress, its
progress is to that holy end. Look at its

tion, that

it is,

its sublime ceremonies,
profound symbols and allegories,
all

ancient landmarks,
its

—

inculcating religious doctrine, commanding
religious observance, and teaching religious
truth, and who can deny that it is eminently a religious institution?
But, besides. Masonry is, in all its forms,
thoroughly tinctured with a true devotional

We open

and

close our Lodges with
the blessing of the Most
High upon all our labors we demand of
our neophytes a profession of trusting belief in the existence and the superintending
care of God; and we teach them to bow
with humility and reverence at his awful
name, while his holy law is widely opened
upon our altars. Freemasonry is thus identified with religion; and although a man
may be eminently religious without being
a Mason, it is impossible that a Mason can
be " true and trusty " to his Order unless
he is a respecter of religion and an observer of religious principle.
But the religion of Masonry is not sectarian. It admits men of every creed within
its hospitable bosom, rejecting none and
spirit.

prayer

;

we invoke

;
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Religions Qualifications.

See

Qualifications.

BemoTal of

Liodges. On JanuGrand Lodge of England
adopted a regulation that no Lodge should
be removed without the Master's knowlary, 25, 1738, the

edge; that no motion for removing it should
be made in his absence and that if he was
opposed to the removal, it should not be
removed unless two-thirds of the members
present voted in the affirmative. But as
this rule was adopted subsequent to the
General Kegulations of 1722, it is not obligatory as a law of Masonry at present.
The Grand Lodges of England and of New
York have substantially the same rule.
But unless there be a local regulation in
the Constitution of any particular Grand
Lodge to that effect, I know of no principle of Masonic law set forth in the Ancient
Landmarks or Regulations which forbids a
Lodge, upon the mere vote of the majority,
from removing from one house to another
in the same town or city; and unless the
Grand Lodge of any particular jurisdiction
has adopted a regulation forbidding the
removal of a Lodge from one house to another without its consent, I know of no law
in Masonry of universal force which would
prohibit such a removal at the mere option
of the Lodge.
This refers, of course, only to the removal
from one house to another; but as the town
or village in which the Lodge is situated is
designated in its Warrant of Constitution,
no such removal can be made except with
the consent of the Grand Lodge, or, during
the recess of that body, by the Dispensation
of the Grand Master, to be subsequently
confirmed by the Grand Lodge.
Renouncing Masons. During the
anti-Masonic excitement in the United
;

approving none for his peculiar faith. It
is not Judaism, though there is nothing in
States, which began in 1828, and lasted for
it to ofiend a Jew
it is not Christianity,
but there is nothing in it repugnant to the a few years, many Masons left the Order,
Its religion is that actuated by various motives, (seldom good
faith of a Christian.
general one of nature and primitive reve- ones,) and attached themselves to the antilation,
handed down to us from some Masonic party. It is not singular that these
ancient and patriarchal priesthood,
in deserters, who called themselves "Eenouncwhich all men may agree and in which no ing Masons," were the bitterest in their
men can difler. It inculcates the practice hatred and the loudest in their vituperaof virtue, but it supplies no scheme of re- tions of the Order. But, as may be seen
demption for siu. It points its disciples to in the article Indelibility, a renunciation of
;

—

4F

—

41
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name cannot absolve
obligations of a Mason.

the

Repeal. As a Lodge cannot enact a
new by-law without the consent of the
Grand Lodge, neither can it repeal an old
one without tlie same consent; nor can anything done at a stated meeting be repealed
at a subsequent extra or emergent one.

Report of a Committee. When
a committee, to which a subject had been
referred, has completed its investigation
and come to an opinion, it directs its chairman, or some other member, to prepare an
expression of its views, to be submitted to
the Lodge. The paper containing this expression of views is called its report, which
may be framed in three different forms It
may contain only an expression of opinion
on the subject which had been referred; or
it may contain, in addition to this, an express resolution or series of resolutions, the
adoption of which by the assembly is recommended or, lastly, it may contain one
or more resolutions, without any preliminary expression of opinion.
The report, when prepared, is read to
the members of the committee, and, if it
meets with their final sanction, the chairman, or one of the members, is directed to
present it to the Lodge.
The reading of the report is its reception, and the next question will be on its
adoption. If it contains a recommendation of resolutions, the adoption of the report will be equivalent to an adoption of
the resolutions, but the report may, on the
question of adoption, be otherwise disposed
of by being laid on the table, postponed, or
recommitted.
See the subject fully discussed in the author's treatise on Parlia:

;

mentary Law as applied to
Masonic Bodies, ch. xxxi.

receives his appointment on its nomination, but he wears the clothing of the
He
Grand Lodge which he represents.
is required to attend the meetings of the
Grand Lodge to which he is accredited,
and to communicate to his constituents an
abstract of the proceedings, and other matBut it is doubtters of Masonic interest.
ful whether these duties are generally performed. The office of representative appears to be rather one of honor than of
In the French system, a represervice.
sentative is called a "gage d'amiti6."

any one from the and

the

Oovemment of

Reportorial Corps. A name

re-

cently given in the United States to that
useful and intelligent body of Masons who
write, in their respective Grand Lodges,
the reports on Foreign Correspondence.
Through the exertions of Dr. Corson, the
chairman of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence of New Jersey, a convention
of this body was held at Baltimore in 1871,
during the session of the General Grand

Chapter, and measures were then taken to
establish a triennial convention.
Such a
convention would assume no legislative
powers, but would simply meet for the intercommunication of ideas and the inter-

change of fraternal greetings.

Representative of a Grand

Representatives of liOdges. The
landmark prescribes

that every
a right to be present at the
General Assembly of the Craft, which was
twelfth

Mason has

annually held.

And

even as late as 1717,

on the reorganization of the Grand Lodge
of England, we are informed by Preston
that the Grand Master summoned all the
brethren to meet him and his Wardens in
the quarterly communications. But soon
it being found, I presume, that a
continuance of such attendance would render the Grand Lodge an unwieldy body
and the rights of the Fraternity having
been securely guarded by the adoption of
the thirty-nine Regulations, it was determined to limit the appearance of the brethren of each Lodge, at the quarterly communications, to its Master and Wardens

after,

so that the Grand Lodge became thenceforth a strictly representative body, com-

posed of the first three officers of the
subordinate Lodges. The inherent right
and the positive duty of every Mason to be
present at the General Assembly or Grand
Lodge was relinquished, and a representation by Masters and Wardens was substituted in its place. A few modern Grand
Lodges have disfranchised the Wardens
also, and confined the representation to the
Masters only. But this is evidently an innovation, having no color of authority in
the Old Regulations.

Representative System.

The

system of appointing representatives of
Grand Lodges originated some years ago
with the Grand Lodge of New York. It at
first met with much opposition, but has gradually gained favor, and there are now but
few Grand Lodges in Europe or America
that have not adopted it. Although the original plan intended by the founders of the
system does not appear to have been effectually carried out in all its details, it has at
least been successful as a means of more
closely cementing the bonds of union between the bodies mutually represented.
Reprimand. A reproof formally

iLodge. A brother appointed by one
Grand Lodge to represent its interests in
another. The representative is generally, communicated to the offender for some fault
although not necessarily, a member of the committed, and the lowest grade, above
Grand Lodge to whom he is accredited, censure, of Masonic punishment. It can be

;

EEPUTATION

RESTORATION

only on charges made, and by a
majority vote of the Lodge. It may be
private or public. Private reprimand is
generally communicated to the ofTender
by a letter from the Master. Public reprimand is given orally in the Lodge and in
the presence of the brethren. A reprimand
does not affect the Masonic standing of the
person reprimanded.
Reputation. In the technical language of Masonry, a man of good reputation
is said to be one who is " under the tongue
of good report " and this constitutes one of
the indispensable qualifications of a candidate for initiation.
Residence. It is the general usage
in this country, and may be considered as
the Masonic law of custom, that the application of a candidate for initiation must be
made to the Lodge nearest his place of
residence. There is, however, no express
law upon this subject either in the ancient
landmarks or the Old Constitutions, and
its positive sanction as a law in any jurisdiction must be found in the local enactments of the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction.
Still there can be no doubt that expediency and justice to the Order make
such a regulation necessary, and accordingly
many Grand Lodges have incorporated
such a regulation in their Constitutions
and of course, whenever this has been done,
it becomes a positive law in that jurisdic-

Lodge. This mode of resignation is called
a demission. See Demit.
Resignation of Office. Every officer of a Lodge, or rather Masonic organization, being required at the time of his installation into office to enter into an obligation that he will perform the duties of that
office for a specified time and until his successor is installed, it has been repeatedly
held by the Masonic jurists of this country
that an officer once elected and installed
cannot resign his office and this may be
considered as a well-established law of
American Masonry.
Resolution. In parliamentary law,
a proposition, when first presented, is called
a motion ; if adopted, it becomes a resolution.
Many Grand Lodges adopt, from
time to time, in addition to the provisions

inflicted

;

tion.
It has

contended by some
a non-resident of a State is not entitled, on a temporary visit to that State, to apply for initiation.
There is, however, no landmark nor
written law in the ancient Constitutions
also

been

American Masonic

jurists that

which forbids the

initiation of non-resithere can be no question
that the conferring of the degrees of Masonry on a stranger is always inexpedient,
and frequently productive of injury and injustice, by foisting on the Lodges near the
candidate's residence unworthy and unacceptable persons, there has been a very
general disposition among the Grand

dents.

Still, as

Lodges of

this

country to discountenance

the initiation of non-residents. Many of
them have adopted a speciiic regulation to
this effect, and in all jurisdictions where
this has been done, the law becomes imperative ; for, as the landmarks are entirely
silent on the subject, the local regulation is
left to the discretion of each jurisdiction.

But no such rule has ever existed among
European Lodges.

Resl^ation of Membership.
spirit of the law of Masonry does not
recognize the right of any member of a
Lodge to resign his membership, unless it
be for the purpose of uniting with another

The
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;

of their Constitution, certain resolutions on
important subjects, which, giving them an
apparently greater weight of authority
than ordinary enactments, are frequently
appended to their Constitution, or their
transaction, under the imposing title of
"Standing Regulations." But this weight
of authority is only apparent. These standing resolutions having been adopted, like
all other resolutions, by a mere majority
vote, are subject, like them, to be repealed
or rescinded by the same vote.
title given by the
Respectable.
French, as Worshipful is by the English, to
a Lodge. Thus, La Respectable Loge de la
Candeur is equivalent to "The Worshipful Lodge of Candor."
It is generally abbreviated as K.'. L.'. or E.'.
I.'.
Response. In the liturgical services
of the church an answer made by the people speaking alternately with the clergyman. In the ceremonial observances of
Freemasonry there are many responses,
the Master and the brethren taking alternate parts, especially in the funeral service
as laid down first by Preston, and now very
generally adopted. In all Masonic prayers
the proper response, never to be omitted, is,
" So mote it be."
Restoration. The restoration, or, as
it is also called, the reinstatement of a Mason who had been excluded, suspended, or
expelled, may be the voluntary act of the
Lodge, or that of the Grand Lodge on appeal, when the sentence of the Lodge has
been reversed on account of illegality in the
trial, or injustice, or undue severity in the
sentence. It may also, as in the instance
of definite suspension, be the result of the
termination of the period of suspension,
when the suspended member is, ipso facto,
restored without any further action of the

A

(

Lodge.

The restoration from
must be equivalent

sion

indefinite suspento

a reinstatement

RESURRECTION

REVEREND

in membership, because the suspension being removed, the offender is at once invested with the rights and privileges of
which he had never been divested, but only
temporarily deprived.
But restoration from expulsion may be
either to membership in the Lodge or simply to the privileges of the Order.
It may also be ex gratia, or an act of
mercy, the past offence being condoned ; or
ex debito jusfitix, by a reversal of the sentence for illegality of trial or injustice in

South, and the Druids and the Scandinavian
Skalds of the West, nursed the faith of a
resurrection to future life. The Greeks and
the Eomans subscribed to it; and it was
one of the great objects of their mysteries
It is, as we all know, an esto teach it.
sential part of the Christian faith, and was
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the verdict.

The

restoration ex gratia

may be

either

by the Lodge or the Grand Lodge on apIf by the Lodge, it may be to membership, or only to good standing in the
peal.

by the Grand Lodge, the
restoration can only be to the rights and
Order.

But

if

privileges of the Order. The Mason having been justly and legally expelled from
the Lodge, the Grand Lodge possesses no
prerogative by which it could enforce a
Lodge to admit one legally expelled any
it could a profane who had
never been initiated.
But if the restoration be ex debito j'usiitice,
as an act of justice, because the trial or
verdict had been illegal, then the brother,
never having been lawfully expelled from
the Lodge or the Order, but being at the
very time of his appeal a member of the
Lodge, unjustly or illegally deprived of his
rights, the restoration in this case by the
Grand Lodge must be to membership in the
Lodge. Any other course, such as to restore
him to the Order but not to membership,

more than

would be manifestly unjust. The Grand
Lodge having reversed the trial and sentence of the subordinate Lodge, that trial
and sentence become null and void, and the
Mason who had been unjustly expelled is
at once restored to his original status. See
this subject flilly discussed in the author's
Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence, Book
VI., chap. iii.
Resurrection. The doctrine of a
resurrection to a future and eternal life
constitutes an indispensable portion of the
religious faith of Masonry.
It is not authoritatively inculcated as a point of dogmatic creed, but is impressively taught by
the symbolism of the third degree. This
dogma has existed among almost all nations from a very early period. The Egyptians, in their mysteries, taught a final
resurrection of the soul.
Although the
Jews, in escaping from their Egyptian
thraldom, did not carry this doctrine with
them into the desert, for it formed no part
of the Mosaic theology,
yet they subsequently, after the captivity, borrowed it
from the Zoroastrians. The Brahmans and
Buddhists of the East, the Etruscans of the

—

—

exemplified, in his own resurrection, by
Christ to his followers. In Freemasonry, a
particular degree, the Master's, has been
appropriated to teach it by an impressive
"Thus," says Hutchinson,
symbolism.
(p. 101,) "our Order is a positive contradiction to Judaic blindness and infidelity,
and testifies our faith concerning the resurrection of the body."
may deny that there has been a regular descent of Freemasonry, as a secret organization, from the mystical association of
the Eleusinians, the Samothracians, or the
Dionysians. No one, however, who carefully examines the mode in which the
resurrection or restoration to life was
taught by a symbol and a ceremony in the
Ancient Mysteries, and how the same
dogma is now taught in the Masonic initiation, can, without absolutely rejecting the
evident concatenation of circumstances
which lies patent before him, refuse his assent to the proposition that the latter was
derived from the former. The resemblance
between the Dionysiac legend, for instance,
and the Hiramic, cannot have been purely
accidental. The chain that connects them
is easily found in the fact that the Pagan
mysteries lasted until the fourth century of
the Christian era, and, as the fathers of the
church lamented, exercised an influence
over the secret societies of the Middle Ages.
Returns of liOdges. Every subordinate Lodge is required to make annually to the Grand Lodge a statement of
the names of its members, and the number
of admissions, demissions, and expulsions
or rejections that have taken place within
the year. This statement is called a return.
neglect to make the annual return
causes a forfeiture of the right of representation in the Grand Lodge. The sum
due by the Lodge is based on the return,
as a tax is levied for each member and each

We

A

initiation.

The Grand Lodge

is also,

by

means, made acquainted with thestate
of its subordinates and the condition of the
Order in its jurisdiction.
Reuben. The eldest son of Jacob.
Among the Eoyal Arch banners, that of
Reuben is purple, and bears a man as the
device.
It is appropriated to the Grand
Master of the Second Veil.
Revelations of Masonry. See
this

Expositions.

Reverend. A
to the chaplain of a

title sometimes given
Masonic body.

:

REVERENTIAL

REVIVAL

ReTerential Sign. The second sign
in the English Royal Arch system, and
thus, explained.
are taught by the
reverential sign to bend with submission
and resignation beneath the chastening
hand of the Almighty, and at the same
time to engraft his law in our hearts. This
expressive form, in which the Father of
the human race first presented himself before the face of the Most High, to receive

the purpose of electing a Grand Master
till they should have the
honor of a noble brother at their head. Accordingly, on St. John the Baptist's day,
1717, in the third year of the reign of King
George I., the assembly and feast were held
at the said house when the oldest Master
Mason and the Master of a Lodge having
taken the chair, a list of proper candidates
for the office of Grand Master was produced; and the names being separately
proposed, the brethren, by a great majority
of hands, elected Mr. Anthony Sayer
Grand Master of Masons for the ensuing
year who was forthwith invested by the
said oldest Master, installed by the Master
of the oldest Lodge, and duly congratulated
by the assembly, who paid him homage.
The Grand Master then entered on the duties of his office, appointed his Wardens, and
commanded the brethren of the four Lodges

We

the denunciation and terrible judgment,
was adopted by our Grand Master Moses,
who, when the Lord appeared to him in
the burning bush on Mount Horeb, covered
his face from the brightness of the divine
presence.

Revival. The occurrences which took
place in the city of London, in the year
1717, when that important body, which
has since been known as the Grand Lodge
of England, was organized, have been always known in Masonic history as the
" Revival of Masonry." Anderson, in the
first edition of the " Constitutions," published in 1723, speaks of the brethren having revived the drooping Lodges of London but he makes no other reference to
the transaction.
In his second edition,
published in 1738, he is more diffuse, and
the account there given is the only authority we possess of the organization made
in 1717 Preston and all subsequent writers
have of course derived their authority
from Anderson. The transactions are thus
detailed by Preston, (Ulust., p. 191,) whose
account is preferred, as containing in a
more succinct form all that Anderson has
;

:

more profusely

detailed.

"On

the accession of George I., the Masons in London and its environs, finding
themselves deprived of Sir Christopher
Wren and their annual meetings discontinued, resolved to cement themselves
under a new Grand Master, and to revive

the communications and annual festivals
of the Society. With this view, the Lodges
at the Goose and Gridiroil, in St. Paul's
Church-Yard the Crown, in Parker's Lane,
near Drury Lane ; the Apple-Tree Tavern,
in Charles Street, Covent Garden and the
Eummer and Grapes Tavern, in Channel
Row, Westminster, the only four Lodges
in being in the South of England at that
time, with some other old brethren, met
at the Apple-Tree Tavern, above mentioned,
in February, 1717 and, having voted the
oldest Master Mason then present into
the chair, constituted themselves a Grand
Lodge, pro tempore, in due form. At this
meeting it was resolved to hold Quarterly
Communications of the Fraternity, and to
hold the next annual assembly and feast on
the 24th of June at the Goose and Gridiron,
in St. Paul's Church- Yard, (in compliment
to the oldest Lodge, which then met there,)
;

;

;
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for

among themselves,

;

;

meet him and his Wardens quarterly in
communication; enjoiningthem atthesame
time to recommend to all the Fraternity a
punctual attendance on the next annual
assembly and feast."
Recently, this claim, that Masonry was
not for the first time organized, but only
revived in 1717, has been attacked by some
to

of those modern iconoclasts who refuse
credence to anything traditional, or even
to any record which is not supported by
other contemporary authority. Chief among
these is Bro. W. P. Buchan, of England,
who, in his numerous articles in the London Freemason, {1871 and 1872,) has attacked the antiquity of Freemasonry, and
refuses to give it an existence anterior to
the year 1717. His exact theory is that
" our system of degrees, words, grips, signs,
etc., was not in existence until about A. d.
1717." He admits, however, that certain
of the " elements or groundwork " of the
degrees existed before that year, but not
confined to the Masons, being common to
all the gilds.
He thinks that the present system was indebted to the inventive
genius of Anderson and Desaguliers. And
he supposes that it was simply " a reconstruction of an ancient society, viz., of some
form of old Pagan philosophy." Hence, he
contends that it was not a " revival," but
only a " renaissance," and he explains his

meaning

in the following language
"Before the eighteenth century we had

a renaissance of Pagan architecture then,
to follow suit, in the eighteenth century we
had a renaissance in a new dress of Pagan
;

mysticism ; but for neither are we indebted
the Operative Masons, although the
Operative Masons were made use of in
both cases." (London Freemason, Septemto

ber 23, 1871.)
Buchan's theory has been attacked by
Bros. William J. Hughan and Chalmers I

REVOKE

RIGHT

Patton. That he is right in his theory,
that the three degrees of Master, Fellow

Jan. 18, 1757. On April 6, 1791, these two
Lodges organized a Grand Lodge at Providence, Christopher Champlin being elected
the first Grand Master. This is the first
instance known in Masonic history of the
organization of a Grand Lodge by only two
subordinates. The act was irregular, and
the precedent has never subsequently been
followed. It was not until 1799 that the
new Grand Lodge granted its first Charter
for the establishment of a third Lodge at
Warren. The Grand Chapter was organized in March, 1798, and the Grand Coun-
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Craft, and Apprentice were unknown to
the Masons of the seventeenth centnry, and
that these classes existed only as gradations of rank, will be very generally admitted. But there is unquestionable evideuce that the modes of recognition, the
method of government, the legends, and
much of the ceremonial of initiation, were
in existence among the Operative Masons
of the Middle Ages, and were transmitted
to the Speculative Masons of the eighteenth century. The work of Anderson,
of Desaguliers, and their contemporaries,
was to improve and to enlarge, but not to
invent. The Masonic system of the present day has been the result of a slow but
steady growth. Just as the lectures of
Anderson, known to us from their publication in 1725, were subsequently modified
and enlarged by the successive labors of
Clare, of Dunckerley, of Preston, and of
Hemming, did he and Desaguliers submit
the simple ceremonial, which they found
at the reorganization of the Grand Lodge
in 1717, to a similar modification and enlargement.
Revoke. When a Dispensation is issued by a Grand Master for the organization of a Lodge, it is granted "to continue
of force until the Grand Lodge shall grant
a Warrant, or until the Dispensation is revoked by the Grand Master or the Grand
A Dispensation may therefore
Lodge."
be revoked at any time by the authority
which issued it, or by a higher authority.
Charters are arrested, forfeited, or declared
null and void; Dispensations are revoked.
Rlietoric. The art of embellishing
language with the ornaments of construction, so as to enable the speaker to persuade
or affect his hearers. It supposes and requires a proper acquaintance with the rest
of the liberal arts ; for the first step towards
adorning a discourse is for the speaker to
become thoroughly acquainted with its subject, and hence the ancient rule that the
orator should be acquainted with all the
arts and sciences.
Its importance as a
branch of liberal education is recommended
to the Mason in the Fellow Craft's degree.
It is one of the seven liberal arts and sciences, the second in order, and is described
in the ancient Constitutions as "retoricke
that teacheth a man to speake fine and in
subtill terme."
Harleian MS.

—

Rbode Island.

Masonry was introduced into Rhode Island in 1750 by the
establishment of a Lodge at Newport, the
Charter for which had been granted by the
St. John's Grand Lodge of Boston on Dec.
The same Grand Lodge estab27, 1749.
lished a second Lodge at Providence on

The Grand Commandery
common body known as
the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island. It was formed in 1805,
and the celebrated Thomas Smith Webb
cil

in Oct., 1860.

forms a part of a

was

presiding officer.
island in the Mediterranean Sea, which, although, nominally
under the government of the Emperor of
Constantinople, was in 1308 in the posIn that year,
session of Saracen pirates.
Fulke de Villaret, Grand Master of the
Knights Hospitallers, having landed with
a large force, drove out the Saracens and
took possession of the island, which became
the seat of the Order, who removed to it
its first

Rhodes. An

from Cyprus and continued to occupy it
until it was retaken by the Saracens in 1522,
when the knights were transferred to the
island of Malta. Their residence for over
two hundred years at Rhodes caused them
sometimes to receive the title of the Knights
of Rhodes.
Rhodes, Knight or. See Knight
of Hhodes.

Ribbon. The use of a ribbon, with
the official jewel suspended and attached to
a button-hole instead of the collar, recently
adopted by a few American Lodges, is a
violation of the ancient customs of the
Order. The collar cut in a triangular shape,
with the jewel suspended from the apex,
dates from the earliest time of the revival,
and is perhap6 as old as the apron itself.
See

Collar.

Ridel, Cornelius Johann Rudolph. Born at Hamburg, May 25, 1759,
and died at Weimar, January 16, 1821. He
was an active and learned Mason, and for
many years the Master of the Lodge Amalia at Weimar.
In 1817, he published in
four volumes an elaborate and valuable
work entitled Vermeh eines Alphabeiischen
Verzeichnissea, u.

s.

w.,

i. e.,

"An

essay to-

wards an Alphabetical Catalogue of important events, for the knowledge and history of Freemasonry, and especially for a
critical examination of the origin and
growth of the various rituals and systems
from 1717 to 1817."

Right Angle. A

right angle

is

the

RIGHT

RIGHT

meeting of two lines in an angle of ninety

of the altar, and sometimes upon the hand
of the person administering the obligation.

the fourth part of a circle.
Each of its lines ia perpendicular to the
other
and as the perpendicular line is
a symbol of uprightness of conduct, the
right angle has been adopted by Masons as
an emblem of virtue. Such was also its
signification among the Pythagoreans. The
right angle is represented in the Lodges by
the square, as the horizontal is by the level,
and the perpendicular by the plumb.
Right imminent. An epithet prefixed to the title of the Deputy Grand
Master of the Grand Encampment of
Knights Templars of the United States,
and to that of the Grand Commander of a
State Grand Commandery.

degrees,

or

;

Right Excellent. The
fixed to

the

title

of

all

epithet presuperior officers

of a Grand Chapter of Eoyal Arch Masonry below the dignity of a Grand High
Priest.

Hand.

The right hand has
Right
in all ages been deemed an important symbol to represent the virtue of fidelity.
Among the ancients, the right hand and
fidelity to an obligation were almost deemed
synonymous terms. Thus, among the Romans, the expression " fallere dextram,"
to betray the right hand, also signified to violate faith; and "jungere dextras," to join
right hands, meant to give a mutual pledge.
Among the Hebrews, I'D', iamin, the right
hand, was derived from }DX, aman, to be
faithful.

The practice of the ancients was conformable to these peculiarities of idiom.
Among the Jews, to give the right hand
was considered as a mark of friendship and
Thus St. Paul says, " when James,
fidelity.
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars,
perceived the grace that was given unto
me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right
hand of fellowship, that we should go unto
the heathen, and they unto the circumcision."

(Gal.

ii.

6.)

The same

expression,

Maccabees. We meet, indeed, continually in the Scriptures with
allusions to the right hand as an emblem of
also, occurs in

truth and fidelity. Thus in Psalm cxliv.
it is said, " their right hand is a right hand
of falsehood," that is to say, they lift up
their right hand to swear to what is not
This lifting up of the right hand
true.
was, in fact, the universal mode adopted

among both Jews and Pagans in taking an
The custom is certainly as old as the
oath.
days of Abraham, who said to the King of
Salem, " I have lifted up my hand unto
the Lord, the most high God, the possessor
of heaven and earth, that I will not take
Sometimes
any thing that is thine."
among the Gentile nations, the right hand,
in taking an oath, was laid upon the horns

But

in all cases it
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was deemed necessary,

to

the validity and solemnity of the attestation, that the right hand should be employed.
Since the introduction of Christianity,
the use of the right hand in contracting
an oath has been continued, but instead of
extending it to heaven, or seizing with it a
horn of the altar, it is now directed to be
placed upon the Holy Scriptures, which is
the universal mode at this day in all ChrisThe antiquity of this usage
tian countries.
may be learned from the fact, that in the
code of the Emperor Theodosius, adopted
about the year 438, the placing of the right
hand on the Gospels is alluded to and in
the code of Justinian, (lib. ii., tit. 53, lex.
i.,) whose date is the year 529, the ceremony is distinctly laid down as a necessary
part of the formality of the oath, in the
words " tactis sacrosanctis Evangeliis,"
the Holy Gospels being touched.
This constant use of the right hand in
the most sacred attestations and solemn
compacts, was either the cause or the consequence of its being deemed an emblem
of fidelity. Dr. Potter {Arch. Grcec, p.
229,) thinks it was the cause, and he supposes that the right hand was naturally
used instead of the left, because it was
more honorable, as being the instrument
by which superiors give commands to those
below them. Be this as it may, it is well
known that the custom existed universally,
and that there are abundant allusions in
the most ancient writers to the junction of
right hands in making compacts.
The Romans had a goddess whose name
was Fides, or Fidelity, whose temple was
Her symbol
first consecrated by Numa.
;

—

was two right hands joined, or sometimes
two human figures holding each other
by the right hands, whence, in all agreements among the Greeks and Romans, it
was usual for the parties to take each other
by the right hand, in token of their intenadhere to the compact.
a strange error for so learned a man,
Oliver mistakes the name of this goddess,
and calls her Faith. " The spurious Freemasonry," he remarks, "had a goddess
called Faith." No such thing. Mdes, or,
as Horace calls her, " incorrupta Fides,"
incorruptible Fidelity, is very difierent
from the theological virtue of faith.
The joining of the right hands was esteemed among the Persians and Parthians
as conveying a most inviolable obligation
of fidelity. Hence, when King Artabanus
desired to hold a conference with his revolted subject, Asineus, who was in arms
against him, he despatched a messenger to
tion to

By

RIGHT

RING

the request, who said to Asineus,
" the king hath sent me to give you his
right hand and security," that is, a promise of safety in going and coming.
And
when Asineus sent his brother Asileus to
the proposed conference, the king met him
and gave him his right hand, upon which

of his right hand, and Bathsheba, as the
king's mother, was placed at the right hand
of Solomon. See Left Side.
Ri^Iit Worshipftil. An epithet applied in most jurisdictions of the United
States to all Grand oflicers below the dignity of a Grand Master.
Ring, LiUiuinous. See Academy of
Sublime Masters of the Luminous Iii7ig.
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him with

Josepbus (Anf. Jud., lib. xviii., cap. ix.,)
remarks " This is of the greatest force there
with all these barbarians, and affords a firm
:

Ring, Masonic. The ring,

as a

sym-

security to those who hold intercourse with
them; tor none of them will deceive, when
once they have given you their right hands,
nor will any one doubt of their fidelity,
when that is once given, even though they
were before suspected of injustice."
Stephens Travels in Yucatan, vol. ii., p.
474,) gives the following account of the use
of the right hand as a symbol among the

bol of the covenant entered into with the
Order, as the wedding ring is the symbol
of the covenant of marriage, is worn in
some of the high degrees of Alasonry. It is
not used in Ancient Craft Masonry. In
the Order of the Temple the " ring of profession," as it is called, is of gold, having on
it the cross of the Order and the letters P.
D. E. P., being the initials of " JPro Deo et

Indian tribes.
" In the course of

Patria." It is worn on the index finger
of the right hand. The Inspectors-General
of the thirty-third degree of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite wear a ring on the little
Inside is the
finger of the right hand.
motto of the Order, "Deus meum QUE
JUS." In the fourteenth degree of the
same Rite a ring is worn, which is described as "a plain gold ring," having inside the motto, " Virtual junxit, mors non separabit." It is worn in the Northern Jurisdiction on the fourth or ring finger of the
left hand.
In the Southern Jurisdiction
it is worn on the same finger of the right

(

many

years' residence

on the

frontiers, including various journeyings among the tribes, I have had frequent
occasion to remark the use of the right
hand as a symbol and it is frequently applied to the naked body after its preparation and decoration for sacred or festive
dances.
And the fact deserves further consideration from these preparations being
generally made in the arcanum of the secret Lodge, or some other private place, and
with all the skill of the adept's art. The
mode of applying it in these cases is by
smearing the hand of the operator with
white or colored clay, and impressing it on
the breast, the shoulder, or other part of the
body. The idea is thus conveyed that a
secret influence, a charm, a mystical power
is given, arising from his sanctity, or his
proficiency in the occult arts. This use of
the hand is not confined to a single tribe or
people. I have noticed it alike among the
Dacotahs, the Winnebagoes, and other
Western tribes, as among the numerous
branches of the red race still located east
of the Mississippi Eiver, above the latitude
of 42 degrees, who speak dialects of the Algonquin language."
It is thus apparent that the use of the
right hand as a token of sincerity and a
pledge of fidelity, is as ancient as it is universal a fact which will account for the important station which it occupies among
the symbols, of Freemasonry.
Bight Side. Among the Hebrews,
as well as the Greeks and Romans, the
right side was considered superior to the
left; and as the right was the side of good,
so was the left of bad omen. Dexter, or
;

;

right, signified also propitious,

and

sinister,

or left, unlucky. In the Scriptures we find
frequent allusions to this superiority of the
right. Jacob, forinstance, called his youngest and favorite childj Ben-jamin, the son

hand.

The use of the

ring as a symbol of a covbe traced very far back into antiquity.
The Romans had a marriage ring,
but according to Swinburne, the great canonist, it was of iron, with a jewel of adamant, " to signify the durance and perpetuity of the contract."
In reference to the rings worn in the high
degrees of Masonry, it may be said that
they partake of the double symbolism of
power and affection. The ring, as a symbol of power and dignity, was worn in ancient times by kings and men of elevated

enant

may

rank and

oflice.

Thus Pharaoh bestowed

a ring upon Joseph as a mark or token of
the power he liad conferred upon him, for
which reason the people bowed the knee to
him. It is in this light that the ring is
worn by the Inspectors of Scottish Masonry as representing tlie sovereigns of the
Rite. But those who receive only the fourteenth degree, in the same Rite, wear the
ring as a symbol of the covenant of afiieotion and fidelity into which .they have entered.

While on the subject of the ring as a symbol of Masonic meaning, it will not be irrelevant to refer to the magic ring of King
Solomon, of which both the Jews and the

Mohammedans have abundant

traditions.

EISING

RITE

have a book on magic
in which they
trace the ring of Solomon from Jared, the
father of Enoch. It was by means of this
ring, as a talisman of wisdom and power,

Rite as to the higher degrees peculiar to it,
the three symbolic degrees being common
to all the Rites, a Master Mason, in any
one of the Rites, may visit and labor in a
Master's Lodge of every other Rite. It is
only after that degree is passed that the
exclusiveness of each Rite begins to ope-

The

latter, indeed,

rings, entitled

that

Scalcuthal,

Solomon was, they

say, enabled to per-

form those wonderful acts and accomplish
those vast enterprises that have made his

name

so celebrated as the wisest monarch
of the earth.
Rising Sun. The rising sun is represented by the Master, because as the sun
by his rising opens and governs the day, so
the Master is taught to open and govern
kis Lodge with equal regularity and precision.

Rite.

The Latin word ritus, whence we

get the English rife, signifies an approved
usage or custom, or an external observance.
Vossius derives it by metathesis from the

Greek

rpi&eiv, whence literally it signifies a
trodden path, and, metaphorically, a longfollowed custom. As a Masonic term its
application is therefore apparent. It signifies a method of conferring Masonic light
by a collection and distribution of degrees.
It is, in other words, the method and order
observed in the government of a Masonic

system.

The

original system of Speculative Masonry consisted of only the three symbolic
degrees, called, therefore, Ancient Craft
Masonry. Such was the condition of Freemasonry at the time of what is called the
revival in 1717. Hence, this was the original Rite or approved usage, and so it continued in England until the year 1813, when
at the union of the two Grand Lodges the
" Holy Eoyal Arch " was declared to be a
part of the system and thus the English,
;

or, as it is

more commonly called, the York

Rite was

made

legitimately to consist of
four degrees.
But on the continent of Europe, the
organization of new systems began at a
much earlier period, and by the invention
of what are known as the high degrees a
multitude of Eites was established. All of
these agreed in one important essential.
They were built upon the three symbolic
degrees, which, in every instance, constituted the fundamental basis upon which
they were erected. They were intended as
an expansion and development of the Masonic ideas contained in these degrees.
The Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master's
degrees were the porch through which
every initiate was required to pass before
he could gain entrance into the inner temple which had been erected by the founders
of the Rite. They were the text, and the
high degrees the commentary.
Hence arises the law, that whatever may
be the constitution and teachings of any

4G
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rate.

I have said that there has been a multitude of these Rites. Some of them have
lived only with their authors, and died
when their parental energy in fostering
them ceased to exert itself. Others have
had a more permanent existence, and still
continue to divide the Masonic family,
furnishing, however, only diverse methods
of attaining to the same great end, the acquisition of Divine Truth by Masonic light.
Eagon, in his Tuilier General, supplies us
with the names of a hundred and eight,
under the different titles of Rites, Orders,
and Academies. But many of these are
unmasonic, being merely of a political, soThe following
cial, or literary character.
catalogue embraces the most important of
those which have hitherto or still continue
to arrest the attention of the Masonic stu-

dent.
1.

York

2.

Rite.

3.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
French or Modern Rite.

4.

American

5.

Philosophic Scottish Eite.
Primitive Scottish Eite.

6.
7.
8.

Eite.

Eeformed Eite.
Eeformed Helvetic

Eite.

Fessler's Eite.
10. Schroder's Eite.
9.

11. Eite of the Grand Lodge of the Three
Globes.
12. Eite ofthe Elect of Truth.
13. Eite ofthe Vielle Bru.
14. Eite of the Chapter of Clermont.
15. Pernetty's Eite.
16. Eite ofthe Blazing Star.
17. Chastanier's Eite.
18. Eite of the Philalethes.
19. Primitive Eite of the Philadelphians.
20. Eite of Martinism.
21. Rite of Brother Henoch.
22. Eite of Mizraim.
23. Eite of Memphis.
24. Eite of Strict Observance.
25. Eite of Lax Observance.
26. Eite of African Architects.
27. Eite of Brothers of Asia.
28. Eite of Perfection.
29. Eite of Elected Cohens.
30. Eite of the Emperors of the East and

"West.
81. Primitive Eite of Narbonne.
32. Eite ofthe Order of the Temple.
33.

Swedish Eite.
Swedenborg.

34. Eite of

;

;

35. Rite

36.
37.

Holy

EGBERTS

EITTER
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Robert

of Zinnendorf.

Egyptian Eite of Cagliostro.
Eite of the Beneficent Knights of the
City.

These Eites are not here given in either
the order of date or of importance. The
distinct history of each will be foand under
its appropriate title.
Bitter. German for knight, as " Der
Preussische Eitter," the Prussian Knight.
The word is not, however, applied to a
Knight Templar, who is more usually
called " Tempelherr ;"
although, when
spoken of as a Knight of tite Temple, he
would be styled Ritfei- vom Tempel.
Kltiial. The mode of opening and
closing a Lodge, of conferring the degrees,
of installation, and other duties, constitute
a system of ceremonies which are called
the Eitual. Much of this ritual is esoteric, and, not being permitted to be committed to writing, is communicated only
by oral instruction. In each Masonic jurisdiction it is required, by the superintending
authority, that the ritual shall be the same
but it more or less differs in the different
Eites and jurisdictions. But this does not
affect the universality of Masonry.
The
ritual is only the external and extrinsic
form.
The doctrine of Freemasonry is
everywhere the same.
It is the body
which is unchangeable remaining always
and everywhere the same. The ritual is
but the outer garment which covers this
body, which is subject to continual variation.
It is right and desirable that the
ritual should be made perfect, and everywhere alike. But if this be impossible, as
it is, this at least will console us, that
while the ceremonies, or ritual, have varied
at different periods, and still vary in different countries, the science and philosophy,
the symbolism and the religion, of Freemasonry continue, and will continue, to be the

—

same wherever

true

Masonry

is practised.

Bobelot.

Formerly an advocate of
the parliament of Dijon, a distinguished
French Mason, and the author of several
Masonic discourses, especially of one delivered before the Mother Lodge of the
Philosophic Scottish Rite, of which he was

Grand

Orator, December 8, 1808, at the reception of Askeri Klian, the Persian Ambassador, as a Master Mason. This address
gave so much satisfaction to the Lodge,
that it decreed a medal to M, Eobelot, on
one side of which was a bust of the Grand
Master, and on the other an inscription
which recounted the valuable services rendered to the society by M. Eobelot as its
Orator, and as a Masonic author. Eobelot
held the theory that Freemasonry owed its
origin to the East, and was the invention of
Zoroaster.

I.

Commonly

called Kobert

Bruce. He was crowned King of Scotland
After the turin 1306, and died in 1329.
bulence of the early years of his reign had
ceased, and peace had been restored, he devoted himself to the encouragement of
His conarchitecture in his kingdom.
nection with Masonry, and especially
with the high degrees, is thus given by
"The only
Dr. Oliver, (Landm., ii. 12.)
high degree to which an early date can be
safely assigned is the Eoyal Order of H. E.
D. M., founded by Eobert Bruce in 1314.
Its history in brief refers to the dissolution
of the Order of the Temple. Some of those
persecuted individuals took refuge in Scotland, and placed themselves under the protection of Eobert Bruce, and assisted him
at the battle of Bannockburn. which was
After
fought on St. John's day, 1314.
this battle the Eoyal Order was founded
and from the fact of the Templars having
contributed to the victory, and the subsequent grants to their Order by King Eobert,
for which they were formally excommunicated by the church, it has, by some persons,
been identified with that ancient military
But there are sound reasons for
Order.
believing that the two systems were unconnected with each other." Thory, (Act. Lat.,
i. 6,) quoting from a manuscript ritual in
the library of the Mother Lod^e of the Philosophic Eite, gives the following statement:
" Eobert Bruce, King of Scotland, under
the name of Eobert 1., created on the 24th
June, after the battle of Bannockburn, the
Order of St. Andrew of the Thistle, to
which he afterwards united that of H. E.
D., for the sake of the Scottish Masons who
made a part of the thirty thousand men
with whom he had fought an army of one
hundred thousand English. He reserved
forever to himself and his successora the
title of Grand Master.
He founded the
Grand Lodge of the Eoyal Order of H. E.
D. at Kilwinning, and died, covered with
glory and honor, on the 9th July, 1329."
Both of these statements or legends require
for all their details authentication.
See
Royal Order of /Scotland.
Roberts Alauuscrlpt. This is the
first of those manuscripts the originals of
which have not yet been recovered, and
which are known to us only in a printed
copy. The Roberts Manuscript,so called from
the name of the printer, J. Roberts, was published by him at London, in 1722, under
the title of " The Old Constitutions belonging to the Ancient and Honorable Society
of Free and Accepted Masons. Taken from
a Manuscript wrote above five hundred
years since.
Of this work, which had
passed out of the notice and knowledge of
the Masonic world, Richard Spencer, of

ROBES

EOBISON

London, being in possession of a copy, pub-

EuTcme, carried on in the Secret Meetings of
the Freemasons, Illuminati, and Reading

lished a second edition in 1870. On a collation of this work with the Harleian MS.,
it is evident that either both were derived
from one and the same older manuscript,
or that one of them has been copied from
the other although, if this be the case, there
has been much carelessness on the part of
the transcriber. If the one was transcribed
from the other, there is internal evidence
that the Harleian is the older examplar.
The statement on the title-page of Roberts'
book, that it was "taken from a manuscript
wrote over five hundred years since," is
contradicted by the simple fact that, like
the Harleian MS., it contains the regulations adopted at the General Assembly held
in 1663.
proposition was made in
Bobes.
;

A

the Grand Lodge of England, on April 8,
1778, that the Grand Master and his officers should be distinguished in future at
all public meetings by robes.
This measure, Preston says, was at first favorably
received ; but it was, on investigation, found
to be so diametrically opposed to the original plan of the Institution, that it was very
properly laid aside.
In no jurisdiction are
robes used in Symbolic Masonry. In many
of the high degrees, however, they are employed. In the United States they constitute an important part of the paraphernalia
of a Royal Arch Chapter. See Moyal Arch
notes.

Robin, Abbe Claude. A

French
and curate of St. Pierre d' Angers.
In 1776 he advanced his views on the origin of Freemasonry in a lecture before the
Lodge of Nine Sisters at Paris. This he
subsequently enlarged, and his interesting
work was published at Paris and Amsterdam, in 1779, under the title of Recherches
A
stir les Initiations Andennes et Modernes.

litterateur,

Societies,

collected
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from Good

Authorities.

In consequence of the anti-Jacobin sentiment of the people of Great Britain at that
time, the work on its first appearance produced a great sensation. It was not, however, popular with all readers.
A contemporary critic (Month. Rev., xxv. 315,) said
of it, in a very unlavorable review " On
the present occasion, we acknowledge that
we have felt something like regret that a
:

lecturer on natural philosophy, of whom
his country is so justly proud, should produce any work of literature by which his
high character for knowledge and for judgment is liable to be at all depreciated." It
was intended for a heavy blow against Ma-

sonry the more heavy because the author
himself was a Mason, having been initiated
at Liege in early life, and for some time a
working Mason. The work is chiefly devoted to a history of the introduction of
Masonry on the continent, and of its cor;

ruptions, and chiefly to a violent attack on
the Illuminati. But while recommending
that the Lodges in England should be sus-

pended, he makes no charge of corruption
against them, but admits the charities of the
Order, and its respectability of character.
There is much in the work on the history of
Masonry on the continent that is interesting, but many of his statements are untrue
and his arguments illogical, nor was his
crusade against the Institution followed by

any practical

results.

The

Briiannica, to which Robison

Encyclopccdia
had contrib-

many valuable articles on science,
says of his Proofs of a Conspiracy that "it
betrays a degree of credulity extremely remarkable in a person used to calm reasoning and philosophical demonstration," giving as an example his belief in the story
German translation of it appeared in 1782, of an anonymous German writer, that the
and an exhaustive review, or, rather, an minister Turgot was the protector of a soextensive synopsis of it, was made by Che- ciety that met at Baron d'Holbach's for the
min des Pontfes in the first volume of his purpose of examining living children in
Encyclopedie Magonnigue. In this work the order to discover the principle of vitality.
Abb^ deduces from the ancient initiations AVhat Robison has said of Masonry in the
in the Pagan Mysteries the orders of 531 pages of his book may be summed up in
chivalry, whose branches, he says, pro- the following lines (p. 522) near its close.
"While the Freemasonry of the continent
duced the initiation of Freemasonry.
Bobison, Jobn. He was Professor was tricked up with all the frippery of stars
of Natural Philosophy in the University and ribands, or was perverted to the most
of Edinburgh, and Secretary of the Royal profligate and impious purposes, and the
Society in that city. He was born at Bog- Lodges became seminaries of foppery, of sehall, in Scotland, in 1739, and died in 1805. dition, and impiety, it has retained in Britain
He was the author of a Treatise on Me- its original form, simple and unadorned, and
chanical Philosophy, which possessed some the Lodges have remained the scenes of inmerit; but he is better known in Masonic nocent merriment or meetings of charity
He and beneficence." So that, after all, his
literature by his anti-Masonic labors.
published in 1797, at Edinburgh and Lon- charges are not against Freemasonry in ita
don, a work entitled Proofs of a Conspiracy original constitution, but against its corrupagainst all the Religions and Oovemments of tion in a time of great political excitement.
uted

652

ROD

ROCKWELL

Rockwell, William Spencer. A

ii. 113,) that the rod "did in
and yet doth amongst all nations
and amongst all officers, signify correction
and peace for by correction follows peace,
wherefore the verge or rod was the ensign
of him which had authority to reform evil
death was Lieutenant Grand Commander in war and in peace, and to see quiet and
of the Supreme Council of tlie Ancient and order observed amongst the people; for
Accepted Rite for the Southern Jurisdic- therefore beareth the king his sceptre.
tion of the United States.
He was a man The church hath her pastoral staff; and
of great learning, having a familiar ac- other magistrates which have the adminisquaintance with many languages, both an- tration of justice or correction, as have the
cient and modern, and was well versed in judges of the law and ihe great officers of
the sciences. He was an able lawyer, and the prince's house, have also a verge or

(Antiq. Disc,

distinguished SlasoQ of the United States,
who was born at Albany, in New York, in
1804, and died in Maryland in 1865. He
had been Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Georgia, and at the time of his

all ages,

occupied a high position at the bar of
Georgia, his adopted State. Archaeology
was his favorite study. In 1848 he was induced by the great Egyptologist, George R.
Gliddon, to direct his attention particularly
to the study of Egyptian antiquities. Already well acquainted with the philosophy
and science of Masonry, he applied his
Egyptian studies to the interpretation of
the Masonic symbols to an extent that led
him to the formation of erroneous views.
His investigations, however, and their results, were often interesting, if not always
correct.
Mr. Rockwell was the author of
an Akiman Rezon for the Grand Lodge of
Georgia, published in 1859, which displays
abundant evidences of his learning and
research.
He also contributed many valu-

staff assigned to

able articles to various Masonic periodicals,
and was one of the colaborators of Mackey's

Quarterly Review of Freemasotm). Before his
death he had translated Portal's TreaMse on
Hebrew and Egyptian Symbols, and had writ-

ten an Exposition of the Pillars of t/ie Porch,
and an Essay on the Fellow draft's Degree.
The manuscripts of these works, in a completed form, are in the hands of his friends,
but have never been published.
Rod. The rod or staff is an emblem of
power either inherent, as with a king, where
it is called a sceptre, or with an inferior
officer, where it becomes a rod, verge, or
staff.
The Deacons, Stewards, and Marshal of a Lodge carry rods. The rods of
the Deacons, who are the messengers of the

Master and Wardens, as Mercury was of
the gods, may be supposed to be derived
fr()m the caduceus, which was the insignia
of that deity, and hence the Deacon's rod
is often surmounted by a pine cone.
The
Steward's rod is in imitation of the white
staff borne by the Lord High Steward of
the king's household. The Grand Treasurer also formerly bnre a white staff like
that of the Lord High Treasurer. The
Marshal's baton is only an abbreviated or
short rod. It is in matters of state the ensign of a Marshal of the army. The Duke
of Norfolk, as hereditary Earl Marshal of
England, bears two batons crossed in his
arms.
Mr. Thynne, the antiquary, says

;

We

thus readily
them."
see the origin of the official rods or staves
used in Masonry.

Rod, Deacon's. The

proper badge

or ensign of office of a Deacon, which he
should always carry when in the discharge
of the duties of his office, is a blue rod
surmounted by a pine cone, in imitation
of the caduceus, or rod of Mercury, who
was the messenger of the gods as is the
Deacon of the superior officers of the Lodge.
In the beginning of this century columns
were prescribed as the proper badges of
these officers, and we find the fact so stated
in Webb's Monitor, which was published
in 1797, and in an edition of Preston's Illustrations, published at Portsmouth, N. H.,
In the installation of
in the year 1804.
the Deacons, it is said " these columns, as
badges of your office, I intrust to your care."
short time afterwards, however, the columns were transferred to the Wardens as
their appropriate badges, and then we find
that in the hands of the Iieacon they were
replaced by the rods. Thus in Dalcho's
A/iiman Rezon, the first edition of which
was printed in 1807, the words of the
charge are altered to "those staves the
badges of your office." In the Mason's
Manual, published in 1822, by the Lodge
at Easton, Pennsylvania, the badges are
said to be " wands," and in Cole's Library
they are said to carry " rods." All the
subsequent Monitors agree in assigning the
rods to the Deacons as insignia of their
office, while the columns are appropriated
to the Wardens.
In Pennsylvania, however, as far back
as 1778, " the proper pillars " were carried
in procession by the Wardens, and " wands
tipped with gold " were borne by the Deacons. This appears from the account of a
procession in that year, which is appended
to Smith's edition of the Akiman Rezon of
Pennsylvania. The rod is now universally
recognized in this country as the Deacon's
badge of office. It does not appear to have
been adopted in the English system.

A

Rod, Marshal's.

Rod of Iron.

in the ritual not to

See Baton.

The Master is charged
rule his Lodge with " a

ROD

ROMAN
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ia to say, not with cruelty
mann, and some others of less repute, who
or oppression. The expression is scriptural. first discovered, or at least first announced
Thus in Psalm ii. 9, "Thou shalt break to the world, the connection that existed
them with a rod of iron," and in Eevela- between the Roman Colleges of Architects
tion ii. 27, " He shall rule them with a and the Society of Freemasons.
The theory of Krause on this subject is
rod of iron."
Steward's. The badge or en- to be found principally in his well-known
sign of office of the Stewards of a Lodge, or work entitled Die drei altesten Kunsterkunof the Grand Stewards of a Grand Lodge, den. He there advances the doctrine that
is a white rod or staff.
It is an old custom. Freemasonry as it now exists is indebted
In the first formal account of a procession for all its characteristics, religious and
in the Book of Constitutions, on June 24, social, political and professional, its interior
1724, the Stewards are described as walking organization, its modes of thought and
" two and two abreast with white rods." action, and its very design and object, to
This use of a white rod comes from the po- the Collegia Artificum of the Romans, passlitical usages of England, where the Stewing with but little characteristic changes
ard of the king's household was appointed through theCorporationen von Baukunsllern,
by the delivery of a staff, the breaking of or "Architectural Gilds," of the Middle
which dissolved the oflSce. Thus an old Ages up to the English organization of the
book quoted by Thynne says that in the year 1717; so that he claims an almost abreign of Edward IV., the creation of the solute identity between the Roman Colleges
Steward of the household " only consisteth of Numa, seven hundred years before Christ,
by the king's delivering to him the house- and the Lodges of the nineteenth century.
need not, according to his view, go
hold staffe, with these words, Seneschall, tenez
When the any farther back in history, nor look to
le basione de notre Maison."
Lord High Steward presides over the any other series of events, nor trouble ourHouse of Lords at the trial of a Peer, at selves with any other influences for the
the conclusion of the trial he breaks the origin and the character of Freemasonry.
This theory, which is perhaps the most
white staff, which thus terminates his
popular one on the subject, requires careful
office.
Treasurer's. See Staff, Treas- examination; and in the prosecution of
such an inquiry the first thing to be done
urer's.
German Masonic will be to investigate, so far as authentic
Roessler, Carl.
writer, who translated from French into history affords us the means, the true charGerman the work of Eeghellini on Ma- acter and condition of these Roman Colsonry in its relations to the Egyptian, JewIt is to Numa, the second king of Rome,
ish, and Christian religions, and published
that historians, following after Plutarch,
it at Leipsic in 1834 and 1835, under the
assumed name of R. S. Acerroiles. He ascribe the first organization of the Roman
was the author of some other less impor- Colleges; although, as Newman reasonably
conjectures, it is probable that similar ortant Masonic works.
Roll. In the Prestonian ritual of ganizations previously existed among the
the funeral service, it is directed that the Alban population, and embraced the resiMaster, while the brethren are standing dent Tuscan artificers. But it is admitted
around the cofiin, shall take "the sacred that Numa gave to them that form which
roll" in his hand, and, after an invocation, they always subsequently maintained.
Numa, on ascending the throne, found
shall " put the ROLL into the coffin." In
the subsequent part of the ceremony, a the citizens divided into various nationaliprocession being formed, consisting of the ties, derived from the Romans, the Sabines
members of visiting Lodges and of the and the inhabitants of neighboring smaller
Lodge to which the deceased belonged, it and weaker towns, who, by choice or by
compulsion, had removed their residence to
ia stated that all the Secretaries of the
former Lodges carry rolls, while the Secre- the banks of the Tiber. Hence resulted a
tary of the latter has none, because, of disseverance of sentiment and feeling, and
course, it had been deposited by the Master a constant tendency to disunion. Now the
in the coffin. From the use of the words object of Numa was to obliterate these
"sacred roll," we presume that the rolls contending elements and to establish a perborne by the Secretaries in funeral proces- fect identity of national feeling, so that, to
sions are intended to represent the roll of use the language of Plutarch, " the distrithe law, that being the form still used by the bution of the people might become a harmonious mingling of all with all."
Jews for inscribing the Sacred Books.
For this purpose he established one
Colleges of Artificers.
It was the German writers on the history common religion, and divided the citizens
of the Institution, such as Krause, Held- into curias and tribes, each curia and tribe

rod of iron," that

Rod,

We

Rod,

A

Roman
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being composed of an admixture

indiffer-

Romans, Sabines, and the otlier
denizens of Rome.
Directed by the same political sagacity,
he distributed the artisans into various
gilds or corporations, under the name of
ently of

Collegia, or " Colleges."

To each collegium

was assigned the artisans of a particular
profession, and each had its own regulations, both secular and religious.
These
colleges grew with the growth of the republic and although Numa had originally
;

established but nine, namely, the College
of Musicians, of Goldsmiths, of Carpenters,
of Dyers, of Shoemakers, of Tanners, of
Smiths, of Potters, and a ninth composed
of all artisans not embraced under either
of the preceding heads, they were subsequently greatly increased in number.
Eighty years before the Christian era they
were, it is true, abolished, or sought to be
abolished, by a decree of the Senate, who
looked with jealousy on their political influence, but twenty years afterwards they
were revived, and new ones established by a
law of the tribune Clodius, which repealed

the Senatus Consultum. They continued
to exist under the empire, were extended
into the provinces, and even outlasted the
decline and fall of the Roman power.
And now let us inquire into the form
and organization of these Colleges, and, in
so doing, trace the analogy between them
and the Masonic Lodges, if any such anal-

ogy

exists.

The

first

regulation,

which was an

indis-

pensable one, was that no College could
consist of less than three members. So indispensable was this rule that the expression ires faciunt collegium, " three make a
college," became a maxim of the civil law.
So rigid too was the application of this
rule, that the body of Consuls, although
calling each other "colleagues," and possessing and exercising .^ll collegiate rights,
were, Tjecause they consisted only of two

members, never legally recognized as a College.
The reader will very readily be
struck with the identity of this regulation
of the Colleges and that of Freemasonry,
which with equal rigor requires three
Masons to constitute a Lodge. TheCollege
and the Lodge each demanded three members to make it legal. A greater number
might give it more efficiency, but it could
not render it more legitimate.
This, then,
is the first analogy between the Lodges of
Freemasons and the Roman Colleges.
These Colleges had their appropriate
oflBcers, who very singularly were assimilated in stations and duties to the officers
of a Masonic Lodge. Each College was
presided over by a chief or president,
whose litle of Maguter is exactly translated

by the English word " Master."

The next
were the Becuriones. They were
analogous to the Masonic " Wardens," for
each Decwrio presided over a section or division of the College, just as in the most
ancient English and in the present contiofficers

nental ritual we find the Lodge divided
into two sections or " columns," over each
of which one of the Wardens presided,

through whom the commands of the Master
were extended to " the brethren of his column." There was also in the Colleges
a Scriba, or "secretary," who recorded its
proceedings; a Thesavrensis, or "treasurer,"
who had charge of the common chest; a
Tabularius, or keeper of the archives, equivalent to the modern "Archivist;" and
lastly, as these Colleges combined a peculiar
religious worship with their operative labors, there was in each of them a sacerdos,
or priest, who conducted the religious ceremonies, and was thus exactly equivalent to
In
the " chaplain " of a Masonic Lodge.
all this we find another analogy between
these ancient institutions and our Masonic
bodies.

Another analogy will be found in the
distribution or division of classes in the
Roman Colleges. As the Masonic Lodges
have their Master Masons, their Fellow
Crafts, and their Apprentices, so the Colleges had their Seniores, " Elders," or chief
men of the trade, and their journeymen
and apprentices. The members did not, it
is true, like the Freemasons, call themselves
" Brothers," because this term, first adopted
in the gilds or corporations of the Middle
Ages, is the offspring of a Christian sentiment; but, as Krause remarks, these Colleges were, in general, conducted after the
pattern or model of a family and hence
the appellation of brother would now and
then be found among the family appella;

tions.

The

partly religious character of the
Colleges of Artificers constitutes a
very peculiar analogy between them and
the Masonic Lodges. The history of these
Colleges shows that an ecclesiastical character was bestowed upon them at the very
time of their organization by Numa. Many
of the workshops of these artificers were
erected in the vicinity of temples, and their
curia, or place of meeting, was generally
in some way connected with a temple. The
deity to whom such temple was consecrated
was peculiarly worshipped by the members
of the adjacent College, and became the
patron god of their trade or art. In time,
when the Pagan religion was abolished and
the religious character of these Colleges
was changed, the Pagan gods gave way,
through the influences of the new religion,
to Christian saints, one of whom was always

Roman

KOMAN

KOMAN

adopted as the patron of the modern gilds,
which, in the Middle Ages, took the place
of the Bomau Colleges; and hence the

initiated into a College."
This is, at least,
singular.
But the more general interpretation oi coopiatus is "admitted or accepted
in a fraternity," and so " made free of all
the privileges of the gild or corporation."
Ana hence the idea is the same as that

Freemasons derive the dedication of their
Lodges to Saint John from a similar custom

among

the Corporations of Builders.
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These Colleges held secret meetings, in conveyed among the Masons by the title
which the business transacted consisted of " Free and Accepted."
Finally, it is said by Krause that these
the initiations of neophytes into their fraternity, and of mystical and esoteric in- Colleges of workmen made a symbolic use
structions to their apprentices and journey- of the implements of their art or profesmen. They were, in this respect, secret sion, in other words, that they cultivated
societies like the Masonic Lodges.
the science of symbolism and in this reThere were monthly or other periodical spect, therefore, more than in any other,
contributions by the members for the sup- is there a striking analogy between the
port of the College, by which means a Collegiate and the Masonic institutions.
common fund was accumulated for the The statement cannot be doubted for as
maintenance of indigent members or the the organization of the Colleges partook,
relief of destitute strangers belonging to as has already been shown, of a religious
the same society.
character, and, as it is admitted, that all
They were permitted by the government the religion of Paganism was eminently
to frame a constitution and to enact laws and almost entirely symbolic, it must foland regulations for their own government. low that any association which was based
These privileges were gradually enlarged upon or cultivated the religious or mythoand their provisions extended, so that in logical sentiment, must cultivate also the
the latter days of the empire the Colleges principle of symbolism.
of Architects especially were invested with
I have thus briefly but succinctly shown
extraordinary powers in reference to the that in the form, the organization, the mode
control of builders. Even the distinction of government, and the usages of the Eoso well known in Masonic jurisprudence man Colleges, there is an analogy between
between " legally constituted " and " clan- them and the modern Masonic Lodges
destine Lodges," seems to find a similitude which is evidently more than accidental.
or analogy here; for the Colleges which It may be that long after the dissolution
had been established by lawful authority, of the Colleges, Freemasonry, in the estaband were, therefore, entitled to the enjoy- lishment of its Lodges, designedly adopted
ment of the privileges accorded to those the collegiate organization as a model after
institutions, were said to be collegia licita, which to frame its own system, or it may be
or "lawful colleges," while those whicn that the resemblance has been the result of a
were voluntary associations, not authorized slow but inevitable growth of a succession of
;

;

by the express decree of the senate

or the
emperor, were called collegia illicita, or "unlawful colleges."
The terms licita and
illicita were exactly equivalent in their
import to the legally constituted and the
clandestine Lodges of Freemasonry.
In the Colleges the candidates for admission were elected, as in the Masonic Lodges,
by the voice of the members. In connection
with this subject, the Latin word which
was used to express the art of admission

or reception is worthy of consideration.
When a person was admitted into the fraternity of a College, he was said to be
cooptatus in collegium.
Now, the verb cooptare, almost exclusively employed by the
Romans to signify an election into a College, comes from the Greek optomai, "to
see, to behold."
This same word gives
origin, in Greek, to epopies, a spectator or
beholder, one who has attained to the last
degree in the Eleusinian mysteries; in other
words, an initiate. So that, without much
stretch of etymological ingenuity, we might
Bay that cooptatus in collegium meant " to be

associations arising out of each other, at
the head of which stands the Eoman Colleges.

This problem can only be determined by
an investigation of the history of these
Colleges, and of the other similar institutions which finally succeeded them in the

We

progress of architecture in Europe.
shall then be prepared to investigate with
understanding the theory of Krause, and
to determine whether the Lodges are indebted to the Colleges for their form alone,
or for both form and substance.
have already seen that in the time
of Numa the Roman Colleges amounted to
only nine. In the subsequent years of the
Republic the number was gradually augmented, so that almost every trade or proWith the
fession had its peculiar College.
advance of the empire, their numbers were
still further increased and their privileges
greatly extended, so that they became an
important element in the body politic.
Leaving untouched the other Colleges, I
shall confine myself to the Collegii Artifi-

We
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cum, " the Colleges of Architects," as the
only one whose condition and history are
relevant to the subject under consideration.

The Eomans were

early distinguished

for a spirit of colonization.
Their victorious arms had scarcely subdued a people, before a portion of the army was deputed to form a colony. Here the bar-

barism and ignorance of the native population were replaced by the civilization
and the refinement of their Roman con-

monious admixture of the reIi,dous ideas
Roman builders with those of the
Druid priests.
Long anterior to this
Christianity had dawned upon the British
islands; for, to use the emphatic language
of the

of TertuUian, "Britain, inaccessible to the

Romans, was subdued by Christ."

The

influences of the new faith were not long
in being felt by the Colleges, and the next
phase in their history is the record of their

assumption of the Christian

life

and doc-

trine.

querors.
The Colleges of Architects, occupied in
the construction of secular and religious
edifices, spread from the great city to municipalities and the provinces.
Whenever
a new city, a temple, or a palace was to be
built, the members of these corporations
were convoked by the Emperor from the
mo^t distant points, that with a community
of labor they might engage in the construc-

But the incursions of the northern barbarians into Italy demanded the entire force
of the Roman armies to defend the integrity of the Empire at home.
Britain was
abandoned, ana the natives, with the Ro-

Laborers might be employed, like
the "bearers of burdens" of the Jewish
Temple, in the humbler and coarser tasks,
but the conduct and the direction of the
works were intrusted only to the " accepted members"
the cooptaU
of the Col-

tiously

tion.

man

colonists who had settled among them,
were left to defend themselves. These
were soon driven, first by the Picts, their
savage neighbors, and then by the Saxon
sea robbers, whom the English had incau-

summoned

to their aid, into the

mountains of Wales and the islands of the
Irish Sea.
The architects who were converted to Christianity, and who had re-

mained when the legions left the country,
went with them, and having lost their connection with the mother institution, they
leges.
The colonizations of the Roman Empire became thenceforth simply corporations or
were conducted through the legionary societies of builders, the organization which
soldiers of the army.
Now, to each le- had always worked so well being still region there was attached a College or cor- tained.
poration of artificers, which was organized
Subsequently, when the whole of Engwith the legion at Rome, and passed with land was taken possession of by tlie Saxon
it through all its campaigns, encamped
invaders, the Bntons, headed by the monks
with it where it encamped, marched with and priests, and accompanied by their archiit where it marched, and when it coloniztects, fled into Ireland and Scotland, which
ed, remained in the colony to plant the countries they civilized and converted, and
seeds of Roman civilization, and to teach whose inhabitants were instructed in the
the principles of Roman art. The mem- art of building by the corporations of arclii-

—

—

bers of the College erected fortifications
for the legion in times of war, and in times
of peace, or when the legion became stationary, constructed temples and dwellinghouses.

When England was

subdued by the Roarms, the legions which went there to
secure and to extend the conquest, carried
with them, of course, their Colleges of
Architects. One of these legions, for instance, under Julius Ceesar, advancing into
the northern limits of the country, established a colony, which, under the name of
Eboracum, gave birth to the city of York,
afterwards so celebrated in the history of
Masonry. Existing inscriptions and archi-

man

tectural remains attest how much was done
in the island of Britain by these associations of builders.
Druidism was at that time the prevailing
religion of the ancient Britons.
But the
toleration of Paganism soon led to an har-

tects.

Whenever we read of the extension in
barbarous or Pagan countries of Christianity, and the conversion of their inhabitants to the true faith, we also hear of the
propagation of the art of building in the
same places by the corporations of architects,
the immediate successoi-s of the
legionary Colleges, for the new religion required churches, and in time cathedrals and
monasteries, and the ecclesiastical architecture speedily suggested improvements in
the civil.
In time all the religious knowledge and
all the architectural skill of the northern
part of Europe were concentrated in the
remote regions of Ireland and Scotland,
whence missionaries were sent back to
England to convert the Pagan Saxons.
Thus the venerable Bede tells us {Eccl.
ffist., lib. iii., cap. 4, 7,) that West Saxony
was converted by Agilbert, an Irish

;
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and East Anglia, by Fursey, a
Scotch missionary. From England these

bishop,

energetic missionaries, accompanied by their
pious architects, passed over into Europe,
and eflFectually labored for the conversion
of the Scandinavian nations, introducing
into Germany, Sweden, Norway, and even
Ireland, the blessings of Christianity and
the refinements of civilized life.
It is worthy of note that in all the early
records the word Scotland is very generally used as a generic term to indicate both
Scotland and Ireland.
This error arose
most probably from the very intimate geographical and social connections of the
Scotch and the northern Irish, and perhaps, also, from the general inaccuracy of
the historians of that period. Thus has
arisen the very common opinion, that Scotland was the germ whence sprang all the
Christianity of the nortiiern nations, and
that the same country was the cradle of
ecclesiastical architecture and Operative

Masonry.
This historical error, by which the glory
of Ireland has been merged in that of her
sister country, Scotland, has been preserved
in much of the language and many of the
traditions of modern Freemasonry. Hence
the story of the Abbey of Kilwinning as
the birthplace of Masonry, a story which is
still the favorite of the Freemasons of Scot-

Hence the

tradition of the apocryphal mountain of Heroden, situated in the
north-west of Scotland, where the first or

land.

metropolitan Lodge of Europe was held
hence the high degrees of Ecossais, or Scottish Master, which play so important a part
in modern philosophical Masonry; and
hence the title of " Scottish Masonry," applied to one of the leading Rites of Freemasonry, which has, however, no other connection with Scotland than that historical
one, through the corporations of builders,
which is common to the whole Institution.
It is not worth while to trace the religious contests between the original Christians of Britain and the Papal power,
which after years of controversy terminated
in the submission of the British Bishops to
the Pope. As soon as the Papal authority
was firmly established over Europe, the Eoman Catholic hierarchy secured the services of the builders' corporations, and
these, under the patronage of the Pope and
the Bishops, were everywhere engaged as
" travelling freemasons," in the construction of ecclesiastical and regal edifices.
Henceforth we find these corporations of
builders exercising their art in all countries, everywhere proving, as Mr. Hope
says, by the identity of their designs, that
they were controlled by universally accepted principles, and showing in every

4H

42

657

way the characteristics of a corporaor gild.
So far the chain of connection between them and the Collegia Artificum at Home has not been broken.
In the year 926 a general assembly of
these builders was held at the city of York,

other
tion

in England.

Four years after, in 930, according to EeHenry the Fowler brought these builders, now called Masons, from England into
Germany, and employed them in the con-

bold,

struction of various edifices, such as the
cathedrals of Magdeburg, Meissen, and
Merseburg.
But Krause, who is better
and more accurate as a historian than Eebold, says that, as respects Germany, the
first account that we find of these corporations of builders is at the epoch when,
under the direction of Edwin of Steinbach,
the most distinguished architects had congregated from all parts at Strasburg for the
construction of the cathedral of that city.
There they held their general assembly,
like that of their English brethren at York,
enacted Constitutions, and established, at
length, a Grand Lodge, to whose decisions
numerous Lodges or hutten, subsequently
organized in Germany, Bohemia, Hungary,
France, and other countries, yielded obedience.
George Kloss, in his exhaustive
work entitled Die Freimaurerei in ihrer

wahren Bedeutung, has supplied us with a
full collation of the statutes and regulations adopted by these Strasburg Masons.
We have now reached recent historical
ground, and can readily trace these associations of builders to the establishment of
the Grand Lodge of England at London,
in 1717, when the Lodges abandoned their
operative charters and became exclusively
speculative.
The record of the continued

existence of Lodges of Free and Accepted
Masons from that day to this, in every
civilized country of the world, is in the
hands of every Masonic student. To repeat
it would be a tedious work of supererogation.

Such is the history, and now what is
the necessary deduction.
It cannot be
doubted that Krause is correct in his
theory that the incunabula
the cradle
or birthplace
of the modern Masonic
Lodges is to be found in the Eoman ColIfiges of Architects.
That theory is correct, if we look only to the outward form
and mode of working of the Lodges. To
the Colleges are they indebted for everything that distinguished them as a gild or
corporation, and especially are they indebted to the architectural character of
these Colleges for the fact, so singular in
Freemasonry, that its religious symbolism
that by which it is distinguished from
all other institutions
is founded on the

—

—

—
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elements, the working-tools, and the technical lausuage of the stonemasons' art.
But when we view Freemasonry in a
higher aspect, when we look at it as a
science of symbolism, the whole of which
symbolism is directed to but one point,
namely, the elucidation of the great doctrine of the immortality of the soul, and
the teaching of the two lives, the present

and the

we must go beyond the
Rome, which were only opera-

future,

Colleges of

tive associations, to that older type to be

found in the Ancient Mysteries, where precisely the same doctrine was taught precisely in the same manner.
Krause does
not, it is true, altogether omit a reference to
the priests of Greece, who, he thinks, were
in some way the original whence the Roman Colleges derived their existence ; but

he has not pressed the point with the pertinacity which its importance requires.

He gives in his theory a pre-eminence to
the Colleges to which they are not in truth

attractive manners, to which indeed may
be ascribed his popularity as a Masonic
While residing at Halle, he, in
leader.
1765, issued a protestation against the pro-

ceedings of the Congress of Jena, which
had been convoked in that year by the impostor Johnson. But it met with no success, and thenceforth Rosa faded away from
the knowledge of the Masonic world.
can learn nothing of his subsequent life,
nor of the time or place of his death.
Rose. The symbolism of the rose
among the ancients was twofold. First, as
it was dedicated to Venus as the goddess
of love, it became the symbol of secrecy,
and hence came the expression " under the
rose," to indicate that which was spoken in
confidence. Again, as it was dedicated to
Venus as the personification of the generative energy of nature, it became the symbol
of immortality. In this latter and more
recondite sense it was, in Christian symbology, transferred to Christ, through whom
"life and immortality were brought to
light."
The "rose of Sharon" of the
Book of Canticles is always applied to
Christ, and hence Fuller [Piigah Sigitt of
Palestine) calls him " that prime rose and
lily."
Thus we see the significance of the
rose on the cross as a part of the jewel of
the Rose Croix degree. Reghellini, (vol. i.,
p. 358,) after showing that anciently the
rose was the symbol of secrecy, and the
cross of immortality, says that the two
united symbols of a rose resting on a cross
always indicate the secret of immortality.
Ragon agrees with him in opinion, and says
that it is the simplest mode of writing that
dogma. But he subsequently gives a different explanation, namely, that as the
rose was the emblem of the female principle, and the cross or triple phallus of the
male, the two together, like the Indian
lingam, symbolized universal generation.
But Ragon, who has adopted the theory
of the astronomical origin of Freemasonry,
like all theorists, often carries his specula-

We

entitled.

Romvel.

In the Hiramic legend of
some of the high degrees, this is the name
given to one of the assassins of the third
degree. This is, I think, clearly an instance of the working of Stuart Masonry,
in giving names of infamy in the legends
of the Order to the enemies of the house
of Stuart. For I cannot doubt the correctness of Bro. Albert Pike's suggestion, that
this is a manifest corruption of Oromwell.
If with them Hiram was but a symbol of
Charles I., then the assassin of Hiram was
properly symbolized by Cromwell.
Rosalc System. The system of Masonry taught by Bosa in the Lodges which
he established in Germany and Holland,
and which were hence sometimes called
" Kosaic Lodges." Although he professed
that it was the system of the Clermont
Chapter, forthe propagation of which he had
been appointed by the Baron Von Printzen,
he had mixed with that system many alchemical and theosophic notions of his
own. The system was at first popular, but
finally succumbed to the greater attractions of the Rite of Strict Observance,
which had been introduced into Germany
it

by the Baron

In Denmark and Sweden, although well
received personally on account of his pleasing manners, he made no progress in the
establishment of the Bite; but his success
was far better in Germany and Holland,
where he organized many Lodges of the
high degrees, engrafting them on the English system, which alone had been theretofore known in those countries. Bosa was
a mystic and a pretended alchemist, and as
a Masonic charlatan accumulated large
sums of money by the sale of degrees and
decorations. Lenning does not speak well
of his moral conduct, but some contemporary writers describe him as a man of very

Von Hand.

Rosa, Plilllpp Samnel. Born

at

Ysenberg; at one time a Lutheran clergyman, and in 1757 rector of the Cathedral
of St. James at Berlin. He was initiated
into Masonry in the Lodge of the i'hree
Globes, and Von Printzen having established a Chapter of the high degrees at
Berlin on the system of the French Chapter of Clermont, Rosa was appointed his
deputy, and sent by him to propagate the
system. He visited various places in Ger-

many, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden.

tions

A

on

this subject to

an extreme

simpler allusion will

point.
better suit the

;
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character and teachings of the degree in
modern organization. The rose is the
symbol of Christ, and the cro8% the symbol
of his death,
the two united, the rose suspended on the cross,
signify his death on
the cross, whereby the secret of immortality
was taught to the world. In a word, the
rose on the cross is Christ crucified.

that they are the legitimate authors and
superiors of Freemasonry, to all of whose
symbols they give a hermetical interpretation.
The Masons, they say, came into
England under King Arthur. Raymond

its

—

—

Rose and Triple Cross. A

de-

gree contained in the Archives of the Lodge
of Saint Louis des Amis Reunis at Calais.
Rose Croix. French. Literally,
Rose Cross. 1. The seventh degree of the
French Rite; 2. The seventh degree of
the Philalethes 3. The eighth degree of
the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Rite; 4. The twelfth degree of the
Elect of Truth ; 5. The eighteenth degree
of the Mother Scottish Lodge of Marseilles
6. The eighteenth degree of the Rite of
Heredom, or of Perfection.
;

Rose Croix, Rretliren of tbe.
Thory says [Fondat. du O. Or., p. 163,)
that the Archives of the Mother Lodge of
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Lully initiated Henry IV.
The Grand
Masters were formerly designated, as now,
by the titles of John I., II., III., IV., etc.
" Their jewel is a golden compass attached to a blue ribbon, the symbol of
purity and wisdom. The principal emblems on the ancient tracing-board were
the sun, the moon, and the double triangle,
havipg in its centre the first letter of the
Hebrew alphabet. The brethren wore a
silver ring, on which were the letters I. A.
A. T., the initials of Ignis, Aer, Aqua, Terra.
"The Ancient Rose Croix recognized
only three degrees the third degree, as we
now know it, has been substituted for
another more significant one."
The Baron de Westerode, in a letter
dated 1784, and quoted by Thory, [Act.
Lat, i. 336,) gives another mythical ac;

the Philosophic Scottish Rite at Paris con- count. He says :
" The disciples of the Eose Croix came,
tain the manuscripts and books of a secret
society which existed at the Hague in 1622, in 1188, from the East into Europe, for
where it was known under the title of the the propagation of Christianity after the
Three of them
Frires de la Rose Oroix, which pretended troubles in Palestine.
to have emanated from the original Rosi- founded in Scotland the Order of the
crucian organization of Christian Rosen- Masons of the East, (Knights of the East,)
kruz. Hence Thory thinks that the Philo- to serve as a seminary for instruction in
sophic Rite was only a continuation of the most sublime sciences. This Order was
Edward, the son of
this society of the Brethren of the Rose in existence in 1196.
Henry III., was received into the society
Croix.
Rose Croix, Jacobite. The origi- of the Rose Croix by Raymond Lully. At
nal Rose Croix conferred in the Chapter that time only learned men and persons of
of Arras, whose Charter was granted by high rank were admitted.
"Their founder was a seraphic priest of
the Pretender, was so called with a political allusion to King James III., whose ad- Alexandria, a magus of Egypt named Ormesius, or Ormua, who with six of his comherents were known as Jacobites.
Rose Croix, Knight. {Ohevalier panions was converted in the year 96 by St.
Rose Croix.) The eighteenth degree of the Mark. He purified the doctrine of the
Rite of Perfection. It is the same as the Egyptians according to the precepts of
Prince of Rose Croix of the Ancient and Christianity, and founded the society of
Ormus, that is to say, the Sages of Light,
Accepted Rite.
Rose Croix, Manietlc. The to the members of which he gave a red
thirty-eighth degree of the Rite of Mizraim. cross as a decoration. About the same
Rose Croix of Germany. A time the Essenes and other Jews founded a
hermetic degree, which Ragon says belongs school of Solomonic wisdom, to which the
rather to the class of Elus than to that of disciples of Ormus united themselves.
Then the society was divided into various
Rose Croix.
Rose Croix of Gold, Brethren Orders known as the Conservators of Moof the. (Frires de la Rose Croix d' Or.) An saic Secrets, of Hermetic Secrets, etc.
" Several members of the association
alchemical and hermetic society, which was
founded in Germany in 1777. It promised having yielded to the temptations of pride,
to its disciples the secret of the transmuta- seven Masters united, effected a reform,
tion of metals, and the panacea or art of adopted a modern constitution, and colprolonging life. The Baron Gleichen, who lected together on their tracing-board all
was Secretary for the German language of the allegories of the hermetic work."
In this almost altogether fabulous narrathe Philalethan' Congress ait Paris in 1785,
gives the following history of the organiza- tive we find an inextricable confusion of
the Rose Croix Masons and the Rosicrution of this society
" The members of the Rose Croix affirm cian philosophers.

:
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Rose Croix of Heredom.

The " Brothers of the Rosy Cross," among whose

adepts the names of such men as Roger
Bacon, Paracelsus, and Elias Ashmole the
celebrated antiquarjr, are to be found. Notwithstanding the invidious attempja of
Barruel and other foes of Masonry to confound the two Orders, there is a great distinction between them. Even their names,
although somewhat similar in sound, are
totiilly different in signification. The Rosicrucians, who were alchemists, did not
derive their name, like the Rose Croix
M.isons, from the emblems of the rose and
for they had nothing to do with the
cross,
but, from the Latin ros, signifying
rose,
dew, which was supposed to be of all natural bodies the most powerful solvent of
Rose Croix of tbe Oraud Ro- gold, and crux, the cross, a chemical hierosary. (JRose Oroix du Orand Bosaire.) The glyphic of light.
Baron Westerode, who wrote in 1784, in
fourth and highest Rose Croix Chapter of
the Acta Latomorum gives the earliest orithe Primitive Rite.
Rose Croix, Philosopliic. A Ger- gin of any Masonic writer to the degree of
man hermetic degree found in the collec- Rose Croix. He supposes that it was instition of M. Pyron, and in the Archives of tuted among the Knights Templars in Palthe Philosophic Scottish Rite. It is prob- estine, in the year 1188, and he adds that
ably the same as the Brethren of the Rose Prince Edward, the son of Henry III. of
Croix, of whom Thory thinks that that Rite England, was admitted into the Order by
Raymond LuUy in 1196. Westerode names
is only a continuation.
Rose Croix, Prince of. French, Ormesius, an Egyptian priest, who had been
German, converted to Christianity, as its founder.
Souverain Prince Rose Oroix.
Some have sought to find its origin in
Prinz vom Rosenkruz. This important degree is, of all the high grades, the most the labors of Valentine Andrea, the reputed
widely diffused, being found in numerous founder of the Rosicrucian fraternity. But
Rites. It is the eighteenth of the Ancient the Rose Croix of Masonry and the herand Accepted Scottish Rite, the seventh metic Rosicrucianism of Andrea were two
of the French or Modern, the eighteenth entirely different things and it would be
of the Council of Emperors of the East difficult to trace any connection between
and West, the third of the Royal Order of them, at least any such connection as would
Scotland, the twelfth of the Elect of Truth, make one the legitimate successor of the
and the seventh of the Philalethes. It was other. J. G. Buhle, in a work, published
also given, formerly, in some Encampments in GiJttingen in 1804, under the title of
of Knights Templars, and was the sixth of Ueber den Ursprung und die vomehmsfen
the degrees conferred by the Encampment Schicksode der Orden der RosenkreuUer und
of Baldwyn at Bristol, in England. It Freimaurer, reveraes this theory, and supmust not, however, be confounded with the poses the Rosicrucians to be a branch of
Rosicrucians, who, however, similar in the Freemasons and Higgins, in his Ananame, were only a hermetic and mystical calypsis, (ii. 388,) thinks- that the "modern
Order.
Templars, the Rosicrucians, and the Masons
The degree is known by various names are httle more than different Lodges of one
sometimes its possessors are called " Sov- Order," all of which is only a confusion of
ereign Princes of Rose Croix," sometimes history in consequence of a confounding
" Princes of Rose Croix de Heroden," and of names. It is thus that Inge has written
sometimes " Knights of the Eagle and Pel- an elaborate essay on the Origine de la Rose
In relation to its origin, Masonic Oroix; ( Olobe, vol. iii., ) but as he lias, with
ican."
writers have made many conflicting state- true Gallic insousiance of names, spoken
ments, some giving it a much higher an- indiflferently of the Rose Croix Masons and
tiquity than others; but all agreeing in the Rosicrucians Adepts, his statements
supposing it to be one of the earliest of the supply no facts available for history.
higher degrees. The name has, undoubtThe Baron de Gleichen, who was, in
edly, been the cause of much of this confu- 1785, the German secretary of the Philalesion in relation to its history; and the than Congress at Paris, says that the Rose
Masonic degree of Rose Croix has, perhaps, Croix and the Masons were united in Engoften been confounded with the kabbalistical land under King Arthur. But he has, unand alchemical sect of " Bosicruciaas," or doubtedly, mixed up Bosicruciauism with

degree of the Royal Order of Scotland,
the eighteenth of the Ancient and Accepted
Eite, the eighteenth of the Rite of Perfection, the ninetieth of the Rite of Mizraim,
and some others affix to the title of Rose
Croix that of Heredom, for the signification
of which see the word.
Rose Croix of the Dames. {Bose
Oroix des Dames.) This degree, called also
the Ladies of Beneficence, ( Ohevalieres de la
Bienfaisance,) is the sixth capitular or ninth
degree of the French Rite of Adoption. It
is not only Christian, but Roman Catholic
in its character, and is derived from the
ancient Jesuitical system as first promulgated in the Rose Croix Chapter ot Arras.

first

—
—

;

;
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the Masonic legends of the Knights of the

ticity I shall not stop to inquire, that after
the dissolution of the Order, many of the
knights repaired to Scotland and placed
themselves under the protection of Eobert
Bruce andthat after the battle of Bannockburn, which took place on St. John the
Baptist's day, in the year 1314, this monarch instituted the Boyal Order of Heredom and Knight of the Eosy Cross, and
established the chief seat of the Order at
Kilwinning. From that Order, it seems to
us by no means improbable that the present degree of Eose Croix de Heroden may
have taken its origin. In two respects, at
least, there seems to be a very close connection between the two systems: they
both claim the kingdom of Scotland and
the Abbey of Kilwinning as having been
at one time their chief seat of government,
and they both seem to have been instituted
to give a Christian explanation to Ancient
Craft Masonry. There is, besides, a similarity in the names of the degrees of "Eose
Croix de Heroden," and " Heredom and
Eosy Cross," amounting almost to an identity, which appears to indicate a very intimate relation of one to the other.
The subject, however, is in a state of in-

Bound

Table, and his assertions must go
for nothing.
Others, again, have looked for the origin
of the Eose Croix degree, or, at least, of
its embleihs, in the Symbola divina et humana pontiflcum, imperatorum, regum of
James Typot, or Typotius, the historiographer of the Emperor Budolph II., a work
which was published in 1601 and it is
particularly in that part of it which is devoted to the " symbol of the holy cross
that the allusions are supposed to be found
which would seem to indicate the author's
knowledge of this degree. But Bagon refutes the idea of any connection between
the symbols of Typotius and those of the
Eose Croix. Bobison [Proofs, p. 72,) also
;

Von Hund with borrowing his
symbols from the same work, in which,
however, he declares " there is not the least
trace of Masonry or Templars."
charges

Clavel, with his usual boldness of asserwhich is too often independent of
facts, declares that the degree was invented
by the Jesuits for the purpose of countermining the insidious attacks of the freetion,

thinkers upon the Boman Catholic religion,
but that the philosophers parried the attempt by seizing upon the degree and giving
to all its symbols an astronomical signification.
Clavel's opinion is probably derived
from one of those sweeping charges of Professor Bobison, in which that systematic
enemy of our Institution declares that,
about the beginning of the eighteenth century, the Jesuits interfered considerably
with Masonry, "insinuating themselves
into the Lodges, and contributing^ to increase that religious mysticism that is to be
observed in all the ceremonies of the Order."
But there is no better evidence than these
mere vague assertions of the connection
of the Jesuits with the Eose Croix degree.
Oliver (Landm., ii. 81,) says that the earliest notice that he finds of this degree is
in a publication of 1613, entitled La lieformation universelle du monde entier avec la
farna fraternitatis de I' Ordre respectable de
But he adds, that " it was
la Rose Croix.
known much sooner, although not probably
as a degree in Masonry for it existed as a
kabbalistic science from the earliest times
in Egypt, Greece, and Eome, as well as
amongst the Jews and Moors in times more
;

recent."
Oliver, however, undoubtedly, in the latter part of this paragraph, confounds the

Masonic Eose Croix with the alchemical
Bosicrucians and the former is singularly
inconsistent with the details that he gives
in reference to the Eosy Cross of the Boyal
Order of Scotland.
There is a tradition, into whose authen;
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extricable confusion, and I confess that,
after all my researches, I am still unable
distinctly to point to the period when, and
to the place where, the present degree of
Eose Croix received its organization as a
Masonic grade.
have this much of history to guide
us.
In the year 1747, the Pretender,
Prince Charles Edward, established a Chapter in the town of Arras, in France, with
the title of the " Chapitre Primordial de

We

The Charter of this body is
extant in an authenticated copy deposited in the departmental archives of
Arras. In it the Pretender styles himself
" King of England, France, Scotland, and
Ireland, and, by virtue of this, Sovereign
Grand Master of the Chapter of H. known
under the title of the Eagle and Pelican,
and, since our sorrows and misfortunes,
under that of Eose Croix." From this we
may infer that the titleof " BoseCroix" was
Eose Croix."

now

first

known

in 1747

;

that the degree had

been formerly known as " Knight of the
Eagle and Pelican," a title which it still
retains that it was at that date introduced
into France by the Pretender, who borrowed it from the Eosy Cross of the Boyal
Order of Scotland, of which, because as
the King of Scotland is the Hereditary
Grand Master, he, by virtue of his claim to
the throne, assumed the Grand Mastership.
Hence it is probable that the Eose Croix
degree has been borrowed from the Eosy
Cross of the Scottish Eoyal Order of Heredom, but in passing from Scotland to
;

;
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it greatly changed its form and
organization, as it resembles in no respect
its archetype, except that both are eminently Christian in their design. But in its

usual application duly recommended; and
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adoptiod by the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, its organization has been so changed
that, by a more liberal interpretation of its
symbolism, it has been rendered less sec-

and more tolerant in its design.
For while the Christian reference is preserved, no peculiar theological dogma is
retained, and the degree is made cosmopolite
tarian

in its character.
It was, indeed, on its first inception, an
attempt to Christianize Freemasonry; to
apply the rites, and symbols, and traditions
of Ancient Craft Masonry to the last and
greatest dispensation to add to the first
Temple of Solomon and the second of Zerubbabel a third, that to which Christ alluded when he said, " Destroy this temple,
and in three days will I raise it up." The
great discovery which was made in the
Royal Arch ceases to be of value in this
degree; for it another is substituted of
more Christian application the Wisdom,
Strength, and Beauty which supported the
ancient Temple are replaced by the Christian pillars of Faith, Hope and Charity
the great lights, of course, remain, because
they are of the very essence of Masonry
but the three lesser give way to the thirtythree, which allude to the years of the
Messiah's sojourning on earth. Everything,
in short, about the degree, is Christian but,
as I have already said, the Christian teachings of the degree have been applied to the
sublime principles of a universal system,
and an interpretation and illustration of
the doctrines of the "Master of Nazareth,"
so adapted to the Masonic dogma of tolerance, that men of every faith may embrace
It thus performs a
and respect them.
noble mission. It obliterates, alike, the
intolerance of those Christians who sought
to erect an impassable barrier around the
sheepfold, and the equal intolerance of
those of other religions who would be
ready to exclaim "Can any good thing
Nazareth "
;

;

;

;

come out of

?

In the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
whence the Rose Croix Masons of the
United States have received the degree, it is
placed as the eighteenth on the list. It is
conferred in a Dody called a " Chapter,"
which derives its authority immediately
from the Supreme Council of the Thirtythird, and which confers with it only one
other and inferior degree, that of " Knights
of the East and West." Its principal officers are a Most Wise Master and two
AVardens. Maundy Thursday and Easter
Sunday are two obligatory days of meeting.
Rite,

The

aspirant for the degree

if accepted, is required, before initiation, to

make certain declarations which shall show
his competency for the honor which he
seeks, and at tlie same time prove the high

estimation entertained of the degree by
those who already possess it.
The jewel of the Rose Croix is a golden
compass, extended on an arc to the sixteenth part of a circle, or twenty-two and a
half degrees. The head of the compass is
surmounted by a triple crown, consisting
of three series of points arranged by three,
Between the legs of the
.five, and seven.
compass is a cross resting on the arc its
centre is occupied by a full-blown rose,
whose stem twines around the lower limb
of the cross at the foot of the cross, on
the same side on which the rose is exhibited, is the figure of a pelican wounding its
breast to feed its young which are in a nest
surrounding it, while on the other side of
the jewel is the figure of an eagle with
wings displayed. On the arc of the circle,
the P.". W.\ of the degree is engraved in
the cipher of the Order.
In tnis jewel are included the most important symbols of the degree. The Oroaa,
the Eose, the Pelican, and the Eagle are all
important symbols, the explanations of
which will go far to a comprehension of
what is the true design of the Rose Croix
Order. They may be seen in this work
under their respective titles.
;

;

Rose Croix, Rectified.

The name

given by F. J. W. Schroder to his Rite of
seven magical, theosophical, and alchemical degrees. See Schroeder, Friederich Joseph
Wilhelm.

Rose Croix, SoTereign Prince
Because of its great importance in the
Masonic system, and of the many privileges
possessed by its possessors, the epithet of
"Sovereign" has been almost universally
bestowed upon the degree of Prince of Rose
Croix.
Recently, however, the Mother
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scotof.

tish Rite at Charleston has discarded this
title, and directed that the word " Sovereign"
shall only be applied to the thirty-third
degree of the Rite; and this is now the
usage in the Southern Jurisdiction of the
United States,

Rose, Knlglits and liOdies of
tlie.

See Knight of the Hose.

Rose, Order of

tlie.

A

Masonic

Rudolph Van Grossing,
but whose proper name, Wadzeck says,
was Franz Matthaus Grossinger, estabadventurer, Franz

lished, as a financial speculation, at Berlin,
in 1778, an androgynous society, which he
called JRosen- Order, or the Order of the
Rose. It consisted of two degrees : 1 Fe-

makes the male Friends, and

.

2.

Confidants ; and the

ROSENKREUZ

ROSICRUCIANISM

meetings of the society were designated as
" holding the rose," The society had but
a brief duration, and the life and adventures of the founder and the secrets of the
Order were published in 1789, by Friederich
Wadzeck, in a work entitled Leben und
Schickmle des beruchtigten F. R. Von Gross-

tinued his studies; and, having traversed
the Mediterranean, he at length arrived at
Fez, in Morocco, as he had been directed
by his masters of Damascus. He passed
two years in acquiring further information
from the philosophers of Africa, and then
crossed over into Spain. There, however,
he met with an unfavorable reception, and
then determined to return to Germany, and
give to his own countrymen the benefit of

ing.

Rosenkreuz, Christian. An

as-

sumed name, invented, it is supposed, by
John Valentine Andrea, and by which he
designated a fictitious person, to whom he
has attributed the invention of Bosicrucianism.
See this word.

Rosicriicianism.

Many

writers

have sought to discover a close connection
between the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons, an(^ some, indeed, have advanced the
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his studies and researches, and to establish
there a society for the cultivation of the
sciences which he had acquired during his
travels.
Accordingly, he selected three of
the monks of the old convent in which he
was educated. To them he imparted his
knowledge, under a solemn vow of secrecy.

He imposed on them the duty of committheory that the latter are only the succes- ting his instructions to writing, and formsors of the former.
Whether this opiuion ing a magic vocabulary for the benefit of
be correct or not, there are sufficient coin- future students. They were also taught
cidences of character between the two to the science of medicine, and prescribed
render the history of Rosicrucianism highly gratuitously for all the sick who applied to
interesting to the Masonic student.
them. But the number of their patients
There appeared at Cassel, in the year soon materially interfering with their
1614, a work bearing the title of Allg^- other labors, and the new edifice, the
meine und General- Beformation der ganzen House of the Holy Spirit, being now
weiten Welt. Beneben der Fauna Fraternita- finished, Father Christian, as he was called,
tis des Loblichen Ordens des Bosenzreuzes an
resolved to enlarge his society by the inialle OelehrteundHaupter Europdgeschrieben. tiation of four new members.
second edition appeared in 1615, and
The eight brethren being now thoroughly
several subsequent ones ; and in 1652 it was instructed in the mysteries, they agreed to
introduced to the English public in a trans- separate
two to reniain with Father
lation by the celebrated adept, Thomas Christian, and the others to travel, but to.
Vaughan, under the title oiFame and Con- return at the end of each year, and mutually to communicate the results of their
fession of Bosie- Cross.
This work has been attributed, although experience. The two who had remained
not without question, to the philosopher at home were then relieved by two of the
and theologian, John Valentine Andrea, others, and they again separated for another
who is reported, on the authority of the year.
The society thus formed was governed
preacher, M. 0. Hirschen, to have confessed
that he, with thirty others in Wurtemberg, by a code of laws, by which they agreed
had sent forth the Fama Fraternitatis ; that that they would devote themselves to no
under this veil they might discover who occupation except that of physic, which
were the true lovers of wisdom, and induce they were to practise without pecuniary
reward; that they would not distinguish
them to come forward.
In this work Andrea gives an account of themselves from the rest of the world by
the life and adventures of Christian Rosen- any peculiar costume that each one should
kreuz, a fictitious personage, whom he annually present himself at the House of
makes the founder of the pretended Society the Holy Spirit, or send an excuse for his
absence; that each one should, during his
of Rosicrucians.
According to Andreii's tale, Rosenkreuz life, appoint somebody to succeed him at
was of good birth, but, being poor, was his death that the letters R. C. were to be
compelled to enter a monastery at a very their title and watchword; and that the
early period of his life. At the age of six- brotherhood should be kept a secret for one
teen, he started with one of the monks on a hundred years.
At the age of one hundred years Father
pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre. On
their arrival at the island of Cyprus, the Christian Rosenkreuz died, and was buried
monk was taken sick and died, but Rosen- by the two brethren who had remained
kreuz proceeded on his journey. At Da- with him; but the place of his burial remascus he remained for three years, de- mained a secret to all of the rest the two
voting himself to the study of the occult carrying the mystery with them to the
The society, however, continued,
sciences, taught by the sages of that city. grave.
He then sailed for Egypt, where he con- notwithstanding the death of the founder.

A

—

;

;

—

—
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to exist, but unknown to the world, always
consisting of eight members. There was a
tradition among them, ttiat at the end of

But the fiction was readily accepted as a
truth by most people, and the invisible
society of Rosenkreuz was sought for with
avidity by many who wished to unite with
The sensation produced in Germany
it.
by the appearance of Andreil's book was
great ; letters poured in all sides from those
who desired to become members of the
Order, and who, as proofs of their qualifications, presented their claims to skill in
Alchemy and Kabbalism. No answers, of
course, having been received to these petitions for initiation, most of the applicants
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one hundred and twenty years the grave of
Father Roseakreuz was to be discovered,
and the brotherhood no longer remain a
secret. About that time the bretliren began

make some alterations in their building,
and attempted to remove to a more fitting
situation the memorial table on which
was inscribed the names of those who had
been members of the fraternity. The plate
was of brass, and was affixed to the wall
by a nail driven through its centre but so were discouraged and retired; but some
firmly was it attached, that In tearing it were bold, became impostors, and proaway, a portion of the plaster came oflFand claimed that they had been admitted into
exposed a secret door. Upon removing the the society, and exercised their fraud upon
incrustation on the door, there appeared those who were credulous enough to bewritten in large letters, " Post cxx, Ax- lieve them. There are records that some
NOS Patebo " after one hundred and twenty of these charlatans, who extorted money
to

;

years

I mill

appear.

Returning the next

from their dupes, were punished for their

morning to renew their researches, they oflence by the magistrates of Nuremberg,
opened the door and discovered a heptag- Augsburg, and some other German cities.
onal vault, each of its seven sides being There was, too, in Holland, in the year
five feet wide, and in height eight feet. 1722, a Society of Alchemists, who called
The light was received from an artificial themselves Rosicrueians, and who claimed
sun in the roof, and in the middle of the that Christian Rosenkreuz was their
floor there stood, instead of a tomb, a circu- founder, and that they had affiliated socilar altar, on which was an inscription, im- eties in many of the German cities.
But
porting that this apartment, as a compen- it is not to be doubted that this was a selfdium of the universe, had been erected by created society, and that it had nothing in
Christian Bosenkreuz.
Other later in- common, except the name, with the imagscriptions about the apartment
such as inary brotherhood invented by Andrea.
Jesiis mihi omnia ; Liyis jugum ; Libertas Des Cartes, indeed, says that he sought in
EvangelU : Jesus is my all the yoke of the vain for a Bosicrucian Lodge in Germany.
law; the liberty of the Grospel
indicated
But although the brotherhood of Rosenthe Christian character of the builder. In kreuz, as described by Andrea in his Fhana
each of the sides was a door opening into Fratemitatis, his Chemical Kuptuals, and
a closet, and in these closets they found other works, never had a real tangible exmany rare and valuable articles, such as istence as an organized society, the opinions
the life of the founder, the vocabulary of advanced by Andrea took root, and gave
Paracelsus, and the secrets of the Order, rise to the philosophic sect of the Rosicrutogether with bells, mirrors, burning lamps, eians, many of whom were to be found,
and other curious articles. On removing during the seventeentli century, in Gerthe altar and a brass plate beneath it, they many, in France, and in England. Among
came upon the body of Rosenkreuz in a these were such men as Michael Maier,
perfect state of preservation.
Richard Fliidd, and Elias Ashmole. NicoSuch is the sketch of the history of the l.ai even thinks that he has found some
Rosicrueians given by AndreU in his Fama evidence that the Fxma Frateriutaiis sugFratemitatis.
It is evidently a romance; gested to Lord Bacon the notion of his
and scholars now generally assent to the Imtauraiio Magna. But, as Vaughan says,'
theory advanced by Nicolai, that AndreS, (Hours toith the Mystics, ii. 104,)"the name
who, at the time of the appearance of his Rosicrucian became by degrees a generic
book, was a young man full of excitement, term, embracing every species of doubt,

—

;

—

seeing the defects of the sciences, the theology, and the manners of his time, sought
to purify them; and, to accomplish this
design, imagined the union into one body
of all those who, like himself, were the
admirers of true virtue; in other words,
that he wrote this account of the rise and
progress of Rosicnicianism for the purpose
of advancing, by a poetical fiction, his peculiar views of morals and religion.

pretension, arcana, elexirs, the philosopher's stone, theurgio ritual, symbols, or
initiations.

Higgins, Sloane, Vaughan, and several
other writers have asserted that Freemasonry sprang out of Rosicrucianism, But
this is a great error.
Between the two
there is no similarity of origin, of design,
or of organization.
The symbolism of
Rosicrucianism is derived from a hermetic

:

:
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that of Freemasonry from an
The latter had its cradle in
the Stonemasons of Strasburg and the
Masters of Como long before the former
had its birth in the inventive brain of John
Valentine Andreii.
It is true, that about the middle of the
eighteenth century, a period fertile in the
invention of high degrees, a Masonic Kite
was established which assumed the name
of Rose Croix Masonry, and adopted the
symbol of the Rose and Cross. But this
was a coincidence, and not a consequence.
There was nothing in common between
them and the Rosicrucians, except the
name, the symbol, and the Christian chara.cter.
Doubtless the symbol was suggested
to the Masonic Order from the use of it by
the philosophic sect but the Majons modified the interpretation, and the symbol, of
course, gave rise to the name.
But here
the connection ends.
Rose Croix Mason and a Rosicrucian are two entirely dif-

Peter Gassendi {Exam. Phil. Fludd, sect.
16,) first, and then Mosheim, [Hist. Fades.,
iv., i.,) deduce it from the two words ros,
dew, and crux, a cross, and thus define it
Dew, according to the Alchemists, was the
most powerful of all substances to dissolve
gold and the cross, in the language of the
same philosophers, was identical with light,
or LVX, because the figure of a cross exhibits the three letters of that word.
But
the word lux was referred to the seed or
menstruum of the Red Dragon, which was
that crude and material light which, being
properly concocted and digested, produces
gold.
Hence, says Mosheim, a Rosicrucian is a philosopher, who by means of dew
seeks for light, that is, for the substance
of the philosopher's stone. But notwithstanding the high authority for this etymology, I think it untenable, and altogether at variance with the history of the
origin of the Order, as will be presently

philosophy
operative

;

art.

;

A

;

seen.

ferent persons.

The Rosicrucians had a

large

number of

symbols, some of which were in common
with those of the Freemasons, and some
peculiar to themselves. The principal of
these were the globe, the circle, the compasses, the square, (both the working-tool
and the geometrical figure,) the triangle,
the level, and the plummet. These are,
however, interpreted, not lilje the Masonic,
as symbols of the moral virtues, but of
the properties of the philosopher's stone.
Thus, the twenty-first emblem of Michael
Maier's Atlanta Fugiens gives the following collection of the most important
symbols:
philosopher is measuring with
a pair of compasses a circle which surmounts a triangle. The triangle encloses
a square, within which is another circle, and
inside of the circle a nude man and woman,
representing, it may be supposed, the first
step of the experiment. Over all is this epigraph " Fac ex mare et femina circulum,

A

:

indequadrangulum,hinctriangulum,faccirculum et habebis lapidem PhiTosophorum."
of man and woman a circle; thence a square; thence a triangle;
form a circle, and you will have the Philosopher's stone." But it must be remembered that Hitchcock, and some other
recent writers, have very satisfactorily
proved that the labors of the real hermetic
philosophers (outside of the charlatans)
were rather of a spiritual than a material
character; and that their "great work"
symbolized not the acquisition of inexhaustible wealth and the infinite prolongation of life, but the regeneration of man
and the immortality of the soul.
As to the etymology of the word Rosicrucian, several derivations have been given.

That

is,

"

4 I

Make

665

is

Another and more reasonable derivation
from rose and cross. This was undoubt-

edly in accordance with the notions of Andrea, who was the founder of the Order,
and gave it its name, for in his writings
he constantly calls it the "Fraternitas
Rosese Crucis," or "the Fraternity of the
Rosy Cross." If the idea of dew had been
in the mind of Andrea in giving a name to
the society, he would have called it the
" Fraternity of the Dewy Cross," not that
of the " Rosy Cross." "Fraternitas Roscidae
Crucis," not " Rose* Crucis." This ought
to settle the question.
The man who invents a thing has the best right to give it a

name.

The

origin and interpretation of the symhave been variously given. Some have
supposed that it was derived from the
Christian symbolism of the rose and the
bol

This is the interpretation that has
been assumed by the Rose Croix Order of
the Masonic system but it does not thence
cross.

;

follow that the

same interpretation was

adopted by the Rosicrucians. Others say
that the rose meant the generative principle of nature, a symbolism borrowed from
the Pagan mythologers, and not likely to
have been appropriated by Andrea. Others,
again, contend that he derived the symbol
from his own arms, which were a St. Andrew's cross between four roses, and that he
alluded to Luther's well-known lines

"Des Christen Herz auf Eosen geht,
Wenn's mitteu uuter'n Kreutze steht,"
"

The

heart of the Christian goes upon
it
stands close beneath thei
whatever may have been the
effect of Luther's lines in begetting an idea,

i.

€.,

roses when
cross."
But

ROYAIi
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the suggestion of Andre&'s arms must be
rejected.
The symbol of the Rosicrucians
was a single rose upon a passion cross, very
different from four roses surrounding a St.

and to separate the true from the fabulous in his his-

lish the feet of his existence,

The legend has been used by some
of the fabricators of irregular degrees in
tory.

Masonry.
Andrew's cross.
Round Towers of Ireland. EdiAnother derivation may be suggested,
namely: That, the rose being a symbol of fices, sixty-two in number, varying in
secrecy, and the cross of light, the rose and height from 80 to 120 feet, which are found
They are
cross were intended to syrnbolize the secret in various parts of Ireland.
of the true light, or the true knowledge, cylindrical in shape, with a single door
which the Rosicrucian brotherhood were to eight or ten feet from the ground, and a
give to the world at the end of the hundred small aperture near the top. The question
years of their silence, and for which pur- of their origin and design has been a source
pose of moral aud religious reform Andrea of much perplexity to antiquaries. They
wrote his books and sought to establish his have been supposed by Montmorency to
sect.
But the whole subject of Rosicrucian have been intended as beacons; by Valetymology is involved in confusion.
lancey, as receptacles of the sacred fire;
Rosicrucian Societjr of Eng- by O'Brien, as temples for the worship of
land. A society whose objects are of a the sun and moon and more recently, by
purely literary character, and connected Petrie, simply as bell-towers, and of very
with the sect of the Rosicrucians of the modern date. This last theory has been
Middle Ages. It is secret, but not Masonic, adopted by many; while the more probable
in its organization although many of the supposition is still maintained by others,
most distinguished Masons of England take that, whatever was their later appropriagreat interest in it, and are active members tion, they were, in their origin, of a, phallic
of the society.
character, in common with the towers of
;

;

Rosy

Cross.

ferred in the

One of the

degrees con-

Royal Order of Scotland, which

see.

Rough Ashlar. See Ashlar.
Round Table, King Arthur's.
The

old English legends, derived from the
celebrated chronicle of the twelfth century
known as the Brvi of England, say that the
mythical King Arthur, who died in 542, of
a wound received in battle, instituted a
company of twenty-four (or, according to
some, twelve,) of his principal knights,
bound to appear at his court on certain solemn days, aud meet around a circular table, whence they were called " Knights of

Round Table." Arthur is said to have
been the institutor of those military and religious orders of chivalry which afterwards
became so common in the Middle Ages.
Into the Order which he established none
were admitted but those who had given
proofs of their valor and the knights were
bound to defend widows, maidens, and
children to relieve the distressed, maintain
the

;

similar construction in the East.

O'Brien's

work On the Bound Towers of Ireland, which
was somewhat extravagant in its arguments
and hypotheses, led some Masons to adopt,
forty years ago, the opinion that they were
originally the places of a primitive Masonic initiation.
But this theory is no
longer maintained as tenable.

Rowers.

See Knight Rower.

Ro^al and Select Masters.
Council of Royal

and

See

Select Masters.

Royal Arch, Ancient.

See Knight

of the Ninth Arch.

Royal Arch Apron.

At the triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter of the United States at Chicago, in
1859, a Royal Arch apron was prescribed,
consisting of a lamb-skin, (silk or satin
being strictly prohibited,) to be lined and
bound with scarlet, on the flap of which
should be placed a triple tau cross within a
triangle, and all within a circle.

;

the Christian religion, contribute to the
support of the church, protect pilgrims,
advance honor, and suppress vice. They
were to administer to the care of soldiers
wounded in the service of their country,
and bury those who died, to ransom captives, deliver prisoners, and record all noble enterprises for the honor and renown
of the noble Order. King Arthur and his
knights have been very generally considered by scholars as mythical notwithstanding that, many years ago Whittaker, in his
History of Manchester, attempted to estab;

Royal Arch Badge.

The triple
tau, consisting of three tau crosses conjoined at their feet, constitutes the Royal
Arch badge.

The English Masons

call it

;
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the " emblem of all emblems," and the
" grand emblem of Royal Arch Masonry."
The English Royal Arch lecture
thus defines it: "The triple tau
I
'
I
furms two right angles on each I
of the exterior lines, and another I
|
at the centre, by their union for
the three angles of each triangle are equal
This, being triplified,
to two right angles^
illustrates the jewel worn by the companions of the Royal Arch, which, by its intersection, forms a given number of angles
that niay be taken in five several combinations."
It is used in the Royal Arch Masonry of Scotland, and has, for the last ten
or fifteen years, been adopted officially in
the United States.

that it is "indescribably more august,
sublime, and important than any which
precede it, and is, in fact, the summit and
perfection of ancient Masonry." It is
found, in fact, in every Rite, in some modified form, and sometimes under a difierent
name, but always preserving those same
symbolic relations to the Lost Word which

_^

;
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essential character.
carefully studies the Master's
degree in its symbolic signification will be
convinced that it is in a mutilated condition, that is, that it is imperfect and unfinished in its history, and that, terminating
abruptly in its symbolism, it leaves the
mind still waiting for something that is

constitute

its

Whoever

necessary to its completeness. This deficiency is supplied by the Royal Arch denera, Royal Arch.
gree.
Hence, when the union took place
Bo^al Arch Captain. The sixth in England, in 1813, between the two rival
officer in a Royal Arch Chapter according Grand Lodges, while there was a strong
to the American system.
He represents and hereditary disposition on the part of
the sar hatabahim, or Captain of the King's the English Masons to preserve the simGuards. He sits in front of the Council plicity of the Old York Rite by confining
and at the entrance to the fourth veil, to Freemasonry to the three symbolical deguard the approaches to which is his duty. grees, it was found necessary to define AnHe wears a white robe and cap, is armed cient Craft Masonry as consisting of three
with a sword, and bears a white banner on degrees, " including the Holy Royal Arch."
which is inscribed a lion, the emblem of
There was a time, undoubtedly, when the
the tribeof Judah. His jewel is a triangu- Royal Arch did not exist as an independent
lar plate of gold inscribed with a sword. degree, but was a complementary part of
In the preliminary Lodges of the Chapter the Master's degree, to which it gave a
he acts as Junior Deacon.
necessary completion. Ramsay introduced
Royal Arch Clothing. The cloth- it into the high degrees on the continent
ing or regalia of a Royal Arch Mason in Dermott fabricated it for the use of his
the American system consists of an apron, Grand Lodge; and Dunckerley is said to
(already described,) a scarf of scarlet vel- have dissevered it from the third degree in
vet or silk, on which is embroidered or the legal Grand Lodge of England. The
painted, on a blue ground, the words, precise method and time of its disseverance
" Holiness to the Lord " and if an officer, from the third establishment, as an indea scarlet collar, to which is attached the pendent degree in England and America,
jewel of his office. The scarf, once uni- constitutes an important and interesting
versally used, has, within a few years past, part of the history of Masonry.
been very much abandoned. Every Royal
It is evident that the existence of the
Arch Mason should also wear at his button- Royal Arch as an independent and distinct
hole, attached by a scarlet ribbon, the jewel degree dates at a comparatively modern
of the Order.
period. In none of the old manuscript
Royal Arch Colors. The peculiar records of Masonry is there the slightest
color of the Royal Arch degree is red or allusion to it, and Anderson does not make
scarlet, which is symbolic of fervency and any reference to it in his history of the
zeal, the characteristics of the degree. The Order.
The true word, which constitutes
colors also used symbolically in the deco- the essential character of the Royal Arch
rations of a Chapter are blue, purple, scar- degree, was found by Dr. Oliver in an old
Master Mason's tracing- board of the date
let, and white, each of which has a symbolic
meaning. See Veils of the Tabernacle.
of about 1725; and hence he concludes
Royal Arch Degree. If we except {Or. of the Eng. R. A., p. 20,) "that the
the Master's, there is no other degree in word, at that time, had not been severed
Masonry that has been so extensively dif- from the third degree and transferred to
fused, or is as important in its historical another,"
in other words, that the Royal
and symbolical import, as the Royal Arch, Arch degree had not then been fabricated.
or, as it has been called, on account of its The earliest mention of it in England that
sublime significance, the " Holy Royal he could find was in the year 1740, just two
Arch." Dermott calls it " the root, heart, years after the schism which separated the
and marrow of Masonry," and Oliver says Ancient from the Modem Grand Lodge,

Royal Arch Banners.

See £an-

;

—

—

;
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I use the usually accepted titles, without
and he
to their propriety,
attributes its fabrication to the former
body. Stone, [Letters on Masonry, p. 60,)

—

any reference

the newly raised Master in the latter ceremonies of the third degree, which would
preclude the necessity for a Royal Arch
degree.

But about the year 1766, Thomas Dunckhad beeu authorized by the ConGrand Lodge, or the "Moderns,"

with a very imperfect knowledge of Masonic history, attributes its origin to the
Primordial Chapter of Arras. But that body
was established by the young Pretender
in 1747, and Oliver, as is seen, recognized
the existence of the degree in England
seven years before. The truth, however,
is, that Ramsay had long before incorporated a Royal Arch degree under a different
title in his high degrees, and there is no
doubt that Dermott, who was really the
inventor of the English system, was indebted to him for many of his ideas, as

Dunckerley subsequently was when he
composed the Royal Arch for the legal

Grand Lodge but the system of Ramsay
was very different in its main details from
that of either. Ramsay, about the time of
Dermott's innovation, had visited England,
and attempted to introduce his high de;

grees,

which were

Grand Lodge; and

rejected by the legal
there is every reason to

believe that he communicated to seceding
Masons a portion of the inventions which
he had engrafted upon the Masonry of the
continent.
Oliver says of the Royal Arch that was
invented by the seceders that, " although it

contained elements of the greatest sublimity, it was imperfect in its construction

and

unsatisfactory in

its result

;

which

will

tend to show, from the crude and imperfect
state in which it then appeared, that the
degree was in its infancy. The anachronisms with which it abounded, and the
loose manner in which its parts were fitted
into each other, betrayed its recent origin.
In fact, it was evidently an attempt to combine several of the continental degrees of
sublime Masonry into one, without regard
to the order of time, propriety of arrangement, or any other consistent principle
and therefore we find in the degree, as it

was originally constructed, jumbled together
in a state of inextricable confusion, the
events commemorated in Ramsay's Royal
Arch, the Knights of the Ninth Arch, of
the Burning Bush, of the East or Sword,
of the Red Cross, the Scotch Fellow Craft,
the Select Master, the Red Cross Sword of
Babylon, the Rose Croix, etc."
As late as the year 1758, the Constitutional Grand Lodge had no Royal Arch
degree, for in that year the Grand Secretary
declared that " our society is neither Arch,
Royal Arch, norAncient " and in the lecture
of the third degree prepared by Anderson and
Desaguliers it is said " that which was lost
is now found," meaning, says Oliver, that
the Master Mason's word was delivered to
;

erley, who
stitutional

new system of lectures,
modifications of the old
system, which had been hitherto practised
by dissevering the Master's word from the
third degree. This involved the necessity
of anew degree; and Dunckerley, borrowing
to

inaugurate a

commenced

his

from Ramsay, from Dermott, and from his

own

invention, fabricated the degree of
for the Modern Masons a violent innovation, for the success of which he
was indebted only to his own great popularity among the Craft and the influence of
the Grand Master. Oliver thinks, for good
reasons, that the introduction of the Royal
Arch degree into the Modern system could
not have been earlier than the dedication
of Freemasons' Hall in 1776. Ten years
after the regulations of the degree were first
established, and at the union of the two
Grand Lodges in 1813, the Holy Royal
Arch was formally and ofiicially recognized
as a part of Ancient Craft Masonry, and
so it has ever since remained.
The result of our investigations, in which
we have mainly relied on the authority of
the learned Oliver, is that, until the year
1740, the essential element of the Royal
Arch constituted a component part of the
Master's degree, and was of course its concluding portion that as a degree it was
not at all recognized, being but the complement of one that about that time it
was dissevered from its original connection
and elevated to the position and invested
with the form of a distinct degree by the
body which called itself " the Grand Lodge
of England according to the Old Constitutions," but which is more familiarly known
as the Dermott or the Athol Grand Lodge,
and frec^uently as " the Ancients ;" that in
1776 a similar degree, fabricated by Dunckerley, was adopted by the Constitutional
Grand Lodge, or the " Moderns," and
that in 1813 it was formally recognized as
a part of the York Rite "by the United
Grand Lodge of England.
In America, the history of the degree
followed that of the English system. As
most of the American Lodges derived their
Warrants from the Athol Grand Lodge,
the Royal Arch must have been introduced
at the time of their constitution.
The
government of the degree was for a long
time under the Master's Lodges, and many
years elapsed before it was taken thence
and placed under the control of distinct
bodies called Grand Chapters. In America,

Royal Arch

;

;

;

:
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was not until 1798 that a Grand Chapter
was formed, and many Lodges persisted for
some years after in conferring the Royal
Arch degree under the authority of their
Warrants from Grand Lodges.
Maintaining everywhere an identity in
its symbolic signification, the Royal Arch

prominent a symbol in the English and
American systems, and so entirely unknown
in the continental, cannot be considered as
an essential point in the symbolism of the
degree. It is important in the systems in
which it occurs, but it is not essential.
The true symbolism of the Royal Arch
system is founded on the discovery of the

it

varies in diflferent countries in its historical
details.
_

Ramsay's degree, from which

all

the con-

tinental systems originated, is entirely different from that practised in Great Britain,
in Ireland, and in the United States. Its
type may be found in the thirteenth degree,
or Knight of the Ninth Arch of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
In England, Scotland, and the United
States, the circumstance on which the degree is founded, or, in technical language,
the legend, is the same; but the preliminary
organization is different in each country.
In England, in 1834, considerable changes
were made in the ceremonies of exaltation,
but the general outline of the system was
preserved. The degree is the fourth in the
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Loat Word.
It can never be too often repeated that
the
is, in Masonry, the symbol of
TRUTH. This truth is the great object
of pursuit in Masonry
the scope and tendency of all its investigations
the promised reward of all Masonic labor.
Sought
for diligently in every degree, and constantly approached, but never thoroughly
and intimately embraced, at length, in the
Royal Arch, the veils which concealed the
object of search from our view are withdrawn, and the inestimable prize is re-

WORD

—

—

vealed.

This truth, which Masonry makes the
great object of its investigations, is not the
mere truth of science, or the truth of history, but is the more important truth which
is synonymous with the knowledge of the
nature of God,
that truth which is embraced in the sacred Tetragrammaton, or
omnific name, including in its signification
his eternal, present, past, and future existence, and to which he himself alluded when
he declared to Moses, " I appeared unto

Masonic series, and a Master Mason who
has been so for twelve months is eligible
for exaltation.
The principal officers of
an English Chapter are three Principals,
Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Joshua; three
Sojourners and two Scribes, Ezra and Nehemiah a Treasurer and a Janitor.
In Scotland, the preliminary degrees are
Mark, Past, Excellent, and Super-Excel- Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob by
lent Master, and the principal officers are the name of God Almighty; but by my
the same as in England.
name Jehovah was I not known unto
In Ireland, the legend was formerly dif- them."
ferent from that of England, and founded
The discovery of this truth is, then, the
on events recorded in the Second Book of essential symbolism of the Royal Arch
Chronicles, (xxxiv. 14,) where Hilkiah is degree. Wherever it is practised,
and
said to have " found a book of the law of under some peculiar name the degree is
the Lord given by Moses." The date of found in every Rite of Masonry,
this
However the lethis degree was, therefore, 624 B. c, or ninety symbolism is preserved.
years after ours. The preliminary or qual- gend may vary, however the ceremonies
ifying degrees were: Past, Excellent, and of reception and the preliminary steps of
Super- Excellent. But the Irish system was initiation may differ, the consummation
the great discovery
changed some years ago, and a new ritual, is always the same
somewhat resembling the American, was which represents the attainment of Teuth.
adopted. The officers do not materially
Royal Arch, Grand. The thirtyfirst degree of the Rite of Mizraim.
diflfer from those of English and Scottish
It
is nearly the same as the thirteenth deChapters.
In America, the legend is the same as the gree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
English, but varying in some of its details. Rite.
Arcli Jewel. The jewel
The preliminary degrees are Mark, Past,
and Most Excellent Master and the prin- which every Royal Arch Mason is percipal officers are High Priest, King, Scribe, mitted to wear as a token of his connection
Captain of the Host, Principal Sojourner, with the Order. It is usually suspended
Royal Arch Captain, and three Grand by a scarlet ribbon to the button. It is of
gold, and consists of a triple tan cross
Masters of the Veils.
within a triangle, the whole circumscribed
I have said that, however the legend or
This jewel is eminently symhistorical basis might vary in the diffijrent by a circle.
The tau being the mark mentioned
Rites, in all of them the symbolical signifi- bolic.
cation of the Royal Arch was identical, by Ezekiel (ix. 4,) by which those were disHence, the building of a second Temple, so tinguished who were to be saved from the

—

:

;

—

—

—

:

;

:
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wicked who were to be slain the friple (au can Rites is so called to distinguish it from
symbolic of the peculiar and more emi- the Royal Arch of Solomon in the Ancient
nent separation of Royal Arch Masons and Accepted Scottish Rite.
Royal Arch Robes. In the workfrom the profane the triangle, or detta, is a
symbol of the sacred name of Grod, known ing of a Royal Arch Chapter in the United
;

is

;

States great attention is paid to the robes
of the several oflBcers. The High Priest
wears, in imitation of the high priest of
the Jews, a robe of blue, purple, scarlet,

and white

only to those who are thus separated and
the circle is a symbol of the eternal life,
which is the great dogma taught by Royal
Arch Masonry. Hence, by this jewel, the
;

Royal Arch Mason makes the profession
of his separation from the unholy and profane, his reverence for God, and his belief
in the future and eternal life.

Royal Arch Masonry.

That

di-

vision of Speculative Masonry which is engaged in the investigation of the mysteries
connected with the Royal Arch, no matter
under what name or in what Rite. Thus

the mysteries of the Knight of the Ninth
Arch constitute the Royal Arch Masonry
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
just as much as those of the Royal Arch of
Zerubbabel do the Royal Arch of the York

and American

Rites.

Royal Arcb of Enoch. The Royal
Arch system which is founded upon the legend of Enoch. It is said to have been
the basis of Ramsay's Royal Arch.
Enoch.

See

Royal Arch of Ramsay.

The

linen,

and

is

decorated with the

breastplate and mitre. The King wears a
scarlet robe, and has a crown and sceptre.
The Scribe wears a purple robe and turban.
The Captain of the Host wears a white
robe and cap, and is armed with a sword.
The Principal Sojourner wears a dark robe,
with tessellated border, a slouched hat, and
pilgrim's staff. The Royal Arch Captain
wears a white robe and cap, and is armed
with a sword. The three Grand Masters
of the Veils wear, respectively, the Grand
Master of the third veil a scarlet robe and
cap, of the second veil a purple robe and
cap, of the first veil a blue robe and cap.
Each is armed with a sword. The Treasurer, Secretary, and Sentinel wear no robes
nor peculiar dress.
All of these robes
have either a historical or symbolical allusion.

Royal
The

Arch Tracing-Board.

Royal Arch tracing-board extant is one which was formerly the property of a Chapter in the city of Chester, and
which Dr. Oliver thinks was "used only a
very few years after the degree was admitoldest

ted into the system of constitutional Masonry." He has given a copy of it in his
work On the Origin of the Engluh Royal
Arch. The symbols which it displays are,
in the centre of the top an arch scroll, with
the words in Greek, EN APXH HN AOroS,
i. e., In the beginning was the Word; beneath,
the word
written in kabbalistic letters
on the right side an arch and
keystone, a rope falling in it, and a sun
darting its rays obliquely; on the left a
pot of incense beneatli a rainbow in the
centre of the tracing-board, two interlaced
triangles and a sun in the centre, all surrounded by a circle; on the right and left
of this the seven-branched candlestick and
the table of show- bread. Beneath all, on
three scrolls, are the words, "Solomon,
King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre;
Hiram, the Widow's Son^" in Hebrew and
Latin. Dr. Oliver finds
these emblems
a proof that the Royal Arch was originally
taken from the Master's degree, because
they properly belong to that degree, according to the English lecture, and were afterwards restored to it. But the American
Mason will find in this board how little his
system has varied from the primitive one
practised at Chester, since all the emblems,

JEHOVAH
;

system of Royal Arch Masonry invented
early in the last century by the Chevalier
Raraaay. It was the first fabrication of the
Royal Arch degree in an independent form,
and, although rejected by the English Masons, has been adopted as the basis of the
system in many of the continental Rites.
The thirteenth degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite is probably a very
representation of it, at least substantiIt exercised some influence also
upon Dermott and Dunckerley in their
composition of their Royal Arch systems.
Royal Arch of Solomon. One of
the names of the degree of Knight of the
Ninth Arch, or thirteenth degree of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
fair

ally.

Royal Arch of Zerubbabel. The
Boyal Arch degree of the York and Ameri-

;

m

:

;

:

"

:
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with the exception of the last three, are
recognized as Eoyal Arch symbols according to the American system.
Royal Arch Word. See Tetragrammaton.

But Heaven shut the door and the ark was
afloat,

still

Royal Arcb

Working-Tools.

See Working- Tooh.

Royal Ark Mariners. A

side de-

gree in England and Scotland which is
conferred on Royal Arch Masons, and
worked under the authority of the Supreme
Grand Chapter of Scotland, which body
recognizes its Lodges in its General Regulations, (p. 20.)
The language of the Order
The Supreme body is called a
is peculiar.
"Grand Ark;" subordinate Lodges are
"vessels;" organizing a Lodge is "launching a vessel " to open a Lodge is " to float
an ark " to close the Lodge is " to moor."
;

;

All its references are nautical, and allude
to the deluge and the ark of Noah.
The
degree is useless for any light that it sheds on
Masonry. The degree seems to have been
invented in England about the end of the
last century.
correspondent of the London Monthly Magazine for December, 1798,
vol. vi., p. 424,) calls it "one of the new
J egrees in Freemasonry," and thus describes the organization
" They profess to be followers of Noah,
and therefore calls themselves Noachidse, or
Hence their President,
Sons of Noah.
who at present is Thomas Boothby Parkins, Lord RanclifTe, is dignified with the

A

venerable

title

of

Grand Noah, and

Lodge where they assemble

is

the

called the

Eoyal Ark Vessel,
"These brother mariners wear in Lodge
time a broad sash ribbon, representing a
rainbow, with an apron fancifully embellished with an ark, dove, etc.
"

Among

other rules of this society

is

one that no brother shall be permitted to
enter as a mariner on board a Royal Ark
vessel for any less sum than ten shillings
and sixpence, of which sum sixpence shall
be paid to the Grand and Royal Ark vessel
forhis registry, and the residue be disposed of
at the discretion of the officers of the vessel."
Their principal place of meeting in London was at the Surry Tavern, Surry Street,
in the Strand.
The writer gives the following verse from
one of their songs written by Dr. Ebenezer
Sibley, which does not speak much for
the poetical taste of the Mariners or their
laureate
" They entered safe
lo the deluge came
And none were protected but Masons and
wives
The crafty and knavish came floating along.
The rich and the beggar of profligate lives
It was now in woe,
For mercy they call
To old Father Noah,
And loudly did bawl,

—

I
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perish they must, for they were found out."

Royal Art. The earliest writers speak
of Freemasonry as a " Royal Art." Anderson used the expression in 1723, and in
such a way as to show that it was even
then no new epithet. The terra has become common in all languages as an appellative of the Institution, and yet but
few perhaps have taken occasion to ex-

amine into its real signification or have
asked what would seem to be questions
readily suggested, "Why is Freemasonry
called an art?" and next, " Why is it said
to be a Royal Art?
The answer which is generally supposed
to be a suflicient one for the latter inquiry,
is that it is so called because many monarchs have been its disciples and its patrons, and some writers have gone so far
as to particularize, and to say that Freemasonry was first called a " Royal Art" in
1693, when William IIL, of England, was
initiated into its rites and G'adicke, in his
Frelmaurer Lexicon, states that some have
;

derived the title from the fact that in the
times of the English Commonwealth, the
members of the English Lodges had joined
the party of the exiled Stuarts, and labored
for the restoration of Charles II. to the
throne.
He himself, however, seems to
think that Freemasonry is called a Eoyal
Art because its object is to erect stately
edifices, and especially palaces, the residences of kings.
Such an answer may serve for the profane, who can have no appreciation of a
better reason, but it will hardly meet the
demands of the intelligent initiate, who
wants some more philosophic explanation
something more consistent with the
moral and intellectual character of the In-

—

stitution.

Let us endeavor to solve the problem,
and to determine why Freemasonry is
called an art at all
and why, above all
;

dignified with the appellation
of a Royal Art. Our first business will be
to find a reply to the former question.
An art is distinguished from a handicraft in this, that the former consists of
and supplies the principles which govern
and direct the latter.
The stonemason,
for instance, is guided in his construction
others, it

is

of the building on which he is engaged by
the principles which are furnished to him
by the architect. Hence stonemasonry is
a trade, a handicraft, or, as the German
significantly expresses it, a handwerh, something which only requires the skill and
labor of the hands to accomplish.
But
architecture is an art, because it is engaged
in the establishment of principles and
scientific tenets which the "handwork"

EOYAL
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of the

Mason

is

to carry into practical

effect.

The handicraftsman, the handworker, of
course is employed in manual labor. It
is the work of his hand? that accomplishes
the purpose of his trade. But the artist
uses no such means. He deals only in
principles, and his work is of the head. He
prepares his designs according to the principles of his art, and the workman obeys
and executes them, often without understanding their ulterior object.
Now, let us apply this distinction to Freemasonry.
Eighteen hundred years ago
many thousand men were engaged in the
construction of a Temple in the city of
Jerusalem. They felled and prepared the
timbers in the forests of Lebanon, and they
hewed and cut and squared the stones in
the quarries of Judea and then they put
them together under the direction of a
;

skilful architect,

and formed a goodly

edi-

to be called, as the Rabbins
named it, " the chosen house of the Lord."
For there, according to the Jewish ritual,
in preference to all other places, was the
GoQ of Hosts to be worshipped in oriental
splendor. Something like this has been
fice,

worthy

done thousands of times since. But the
men who wrought with the stone-hammer
and trowel at the Temple of Solomon, and
the men who afterwards wrought at the
temples and cathedrals of Europe and
Asia, were no artists. They were simply
handicraftsmen,
men raising an edifice
by the labor of their hands,
men who, in
doing their work, were instructed by others
skilful in art, but which art looked only
to the totality, and had nothing to do with

—

—

The Giblemites, or
stone-squarers, gave form to the stones and
laid them in their proper places.
But in
what form they should be cut, and in what
spots they should be laid so that the buildthe operative details.

ing might assume a proposed appearance,
were matters left entirely to the superintending architect, the artist, who, in giving
his instructions, was guided by the principles of his art.

Hence Operative Masonry is not an art,
But after these handicraftsmen came other
men, who, simulating, or, rather, symbolizing, their labors, converted the operative

pursuit into a speculative system, and thus
made of a handicraft an art. And it was
in_ this wise that the change was accomplished.

The

building of a temple is the result of
a religious sentiment. Now, the Freemasons intended to organize a religious institution.
I am not going into any discussion, at this time, of its history.
When
Freemasonry was founded is immaterial to
the theory, provided that the foundation is

made posterior to the time of the building
of King Solomon's Temple. It is suflBcient
that it be admitted that in its foundation
as an esoteric institution the religious idea
prevailed, and that the development of this
idea was the predominating object of its
first

organizers.

Borrowing, then, the name of their Institution from the operative masons who constructed the Temple at Jerusalem, by a very
natural process they borrowed also the
technical language and implements of the
same handicraftsmen. But these they did
not use for any manual purpose. They
did not erect with them temples of stone,
but were occupied solely in developing the
religious idea which the construction of
the material temple had first suggested;
they symbolized this language and these
implements, and thus established an art
whose province and object it was to elicit
religious thought, and to teach religious
truth by a system of symbolism. And this

symbolism

— just

as peculiar

to

Freema-

sonry as the doctrine of lines and surfaces
is to geometry, or of numbers is to arithmetic
constitutes the art of Freemasonry.
If I were to define Freemasonry as an
art, I should say that it was an art which
taught the construction of a spiritual temple, just as the art of architecture teaches
the construction of a material temple. And
I should illustrate the train of ideas by
which the Freemasons were led to symbolize the Temple of Solomon as a spiritual
temple of man's nature, by borrowing the
language of St. Peter, who says to his

—

Christian initiates: "Ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house."
And with greater emphasis, and as still
more illustrative, would I cite the language
of the Apostle of the Gentiles,
that Apostle who, of all others, most delighted in
symbolism, and who says: "Know ye not
that ye are the temple of God, and that
the spirit of God dwelleth in vou?"
And this is the reason why Freemasonry

—

is

called

an

art.

Having thus determined the conditions
under which Freemasonry becomes an art,
the next inauiry will be why it has been
distinguished from all other arts in being
designated, par excellence, the Boyal Art.
And here we must abandon all thought
that this title comes in any way from the
connection of Freemasonry with earthly
monarchs
from the patronage or the
membership of kings. Freemasonry obtains no addition to its intrinsic value from
a connection with the political heads of

—

Kings, when they enter within its
sacred portals, are no longer kings, but
brethren. In the Lodge all men are on an
equality, and there can be no distinction.
states.

:

:
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or preference, except that which is derived
from virtue and intelligence. Although a
great king once said that Freemasons made
the best and truest subjects, yet in the
Lodge is there no subjection save to the
law of love,
that law which, for its excellence above all other laws, has been called
by an Apostle the "royal law," just as
Freemasonry, for its excellence above all
other arts, has been called the "Koyal
Art."
St. James says, in his general Epistle;
" If ye fulfil the royal law according to the
Scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself, ye do well."
Dr. Adam Clarke,
in his commentary on this passage,
which
is so appropriate to the subject we are investigating, and so thoroughly explanatory
of this expression in its application to
Freemasonry, that it is well worth a citation,
uses the following language
Speaking of the expression of St. James,
nomon basilioon, " the royal law," he says
"This epithet, of all the New Testament
writers, is peculiar to James but it is frequent among the Greek writers in the sense
in which it appears St. James uses it. Basilikos, royal, is used to signify anything that
is of general concern, is suitable to all, and
necessary for all, as brotherly love is. This
commandment, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself, is a royal law ; not only because
it is ordained of God, proceeds from his
kingly authority over men, but because it is
so useful, suitable, and necessary to the
present state of man ; and as it was given
us particularly by Christ himself, who is
our king, as well as prophet and priest, it
should ever put us in mind of his authority
over us, and our subjection to him. As the regal state is the most excellent for secular
dignity and civil utility that exists among
men, hence we give the epithet royal to
whatever is excellent, noble, grand, or
useful." How beautifully and appropriately does
all this definition apply to Freemasonry as
a Royal Art. It has already been shown
how the art of Freemasonry consisted in
a symbolization of the technical language
and implements and labors of an operative
society to a moral and spiritual purpose.
The Temple which was constructed by the
builders at Jerusalem was taken as the

ed them are occupied in the construction
of a moral and spiritual temple, man being
considered, through the process of the act
of symbolism, that holy house. And in
this symbolism the Freemasons have only
developed the same idea that was present
to St. Paul when he said to the Corinthians
that they were " God's building," of which
building he, " as a wise master-builder, had
laid the foundation; " and when, still further extending the metaphor, he told the
Ephesians that they were " built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom all the building fitly framed
together, groweth unto a holy temple in
the Lord in whom also ye are builded
together for a habitation of God through
the spirit."
This, then, is the true art of Freemasonry.
It is an art which teaches the right
method of symbolizing the technical language and the material labors of a handicraft, so as to build up in man a holy house
for the habitation of God's spirit
to give
perfection to man's nature; to give purity
to humanity, and to unite mankind in one
common bond.
It is singular, and well worthy of notice,
how this symbolism of building up man's
body into a b-oly temple, so common with
the New Testament writers, and even with
for he speaks of man as a
Christ himselt;
temple which, being destroyed, he could
raise up in three days; in which, as St.
John says, " he spake of the temple of his
body," gave rise to a new word or to a word
with a new meaning in all the languages
over which Christianity exercises any influence. The old Greeks had from the two
words oikos, " a house," and domein, " to

—

—

—

;
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;

—
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build," constructed the word oikodomein,
which of course signified "to build a
house." In this plain and exclusive sense
it is used by the Attic writers. In like manner, the Romans, out of the two words
cedes, "a house," and /acere, "to make,"
constructed their word wdificare, which always meant simply " to build a house,"
and in this plain sense it is used by Horace,
But when
Cicero, and all the old writers.
the New Testament writers began to symbolize man as a temple or holy house for
the habitation of the Lord, and when they
spoke of building up this symbolic house,

groundwork. Out of this the Freemasons
nave developed an admirable science of although it was a moral and spiritual
symbolism, w^hich on account of its design, growth to which they alluded, they used
and on account of the means by which that the Greek word oikodomein, and their first
design is accomplished, is well entitled, for translators, the Latin word cedificare in a
its " excellence, nobility, grandeur, and utilnew sense, meaning "to build up morally,"
that is, to educate, to instruct. And as
ity," to be called the " Royal Art."
The stonemasons at Jerusalem were en- modern nations learned the faith of Chrisgaged in the construction of a material tianity, they imbibed this symbolic idea of
temple. But the Freemasons who succeed- a moral building, and adapted for its ex-

4K
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pression a new word or gave to an old word
a new meaning, so that it has come to pass
that in French edifier, in Italian edificare,
in Spanish edificar, in German erbduen, and
in English edify, each of wiiich literally
and etymologically means "to build a
house," has afio the other signification, " to
And
instruct, to improve, to educate."
thus we speak of a marble building as a
magnificent edifice, and of a wholesome
doctrine as something that will edify its
hearers.
But there are but few who, when
using the word in this latter sense, think
of that grand science of symbolism which
gave birth to this new meaning, and which
constitutes the very essence of the Royal
Art of Freemasonry.
For when this temple is built up, it is to
be held together only by the cement of love.
Brotherly love, tlie love of our neighbor as
ourself
that love which suffereth long and
is kind, which is not easily provoked, and
that love pervades the
thinketh no evil
whole system of Freemasonry, not only
binding all the moral parts of man's nature into one harmonious whole, the building being thus, in the language of St. Paul,
"fitly framed together," but binding man

man, a love which is long-suffering and
kind, which beareth all things, believeth

674

all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things."

And

this is

why Freemasonry

is

an

art,

being the most noble, is well
called the "Royal Art."
Royal Axe. See Knight of the Royal
Axe.

and of all

arts,

Royal

liOdge.

The Royal Arch

lec-

tures in the English system say that the
Royal Lodge was held in the city of Jeru-

salem,

on the return of the Babylonish

captives, in the first year in the reign of

Cyrus; over it presided Zerubbabel the
prince of the Jews, Hiram the prophet,
and Joshua the high priest.
Royal Master. The eighth degree
of the American Rite, and the first of the
degrees conferred in a Council of Royal
and Select Masters. Its officers are a
Thrice Illustrious Grand Master, representing King Solomon Illustrious Hiram of
Tyre, Principal Conductor of the Works,
representing Hiram Abif; Master of the
Exchequer, Master of Finances, Captain
of the Guards, Conductor of the Council
and Steward. The place of meeting is called
the " Council Chamber," and represents
to man, and man to God.
And hence Freemasonry is called a the private apartment of King Solomon,
" Royal Art," because it is of all arts the in which he is said to have met for consulmost noble the art which teaches man how tation with his two colleagues during the
to perfect his temple of virtue by pursuing construction of the Temple.
Candidates
the " royal law " of universal love, and not who receive this degree are said to be
because kings have been its patrons and " honored with the degree of Royal Master."
encouragers.
Its symbolic colors are black and red
the
A similar idea is advanced in a Catechism former significant of grief, and the latter
published by the celebrated Lodge " Wah- of martyrdom, and both referring to the
reit und Einigkeit," at Prague, in the year chief builder of the Temple.
The events recorded in this degree, look1800, where the following questions and
answers occur
ing at them in a legendary point of view,
"
What do Freemasons build ?
must have occurred at the building of the
Q.
A. "An invisible temple, of which King first Temple, and during that brief period
Solomon's Temple is the symbol.
of time after the death of the builder which
Q. " By what name is the instruction is embraced between the discovery of his
how to erect this mystic building called?
body and its " Masonic interment." In all
A. " 7%e Royal Art; because it teaches the initiations into the mysteries of the
man how to govern himself."
ancient world, there \\ as, as it is well known
Appositely may these thoughts be closed to scholars, a legend of the violent death
with a fine expression of Ludwig Bech- of some distinguished personage, to whose
stein, a German writer, in the Astrasa.
memory the particular mystery was conse" Every king will be a Freemason, even crated, of the concealment of the body, and
though he wears no Mason's apron, if he of its subsequent discovery. That part of
shall be God-fearing, sincere, good, and the initiation which referred to the conkind if he shall be true and fearless, obe- cealment of the body was called the Aphadient to the law, his heart abounding in nism, from a Greek verb which signifies " to

—

—

;

;

—

;

reverence for religion and full of love for

conceal," and that part

which

referred to

mankind if he shall be a ruler of himself, the subsequent finding was called the eureand if his kingdom be founded on justice. sis, from another Greek verb which signi;

And

every Freemason is a king, in whatsoever condition God may have placed him
here, with rank equal to that of a king and
with sentiments that become a king, for his
kingdom is love, the love of his fellow-

" to discover." It is impossible to avoid
seeing the coincidences between the system
of initiation and that practised in the Masonry of the third degree. But the ancient
initiation was not terminated by the euresis
fies

ROYAL
Up

ROYAL

675

have been merely Fellow Craft Masons.
In compliance with this tradition, therefore,
a Eoyal Master is, at this day, supposed to
represent a Fellow Craft in the search, and
making his demand for that reward which
was to elevate him to the rank of a Master
Mason.
represented, and then came the autopsy or
If from the legendary history we proillumination of the neophyte, when he was ceed to the symbolism of the degree, we
invested with a full knowledge of all the shall find that, brief and simple as are the
religious doctrines which it was the object ceremonies, they present the great Masonic
of the ancient mysteries to teach
when, idea of the laborer seeking for his reward.
in a word, he was instructed in divine Throughout all the symbolism of Masonry,
truth.
from the first to the last degree, the search
Now, a similar course is pursued in Ma- for the
has been considered but as
sonry. Here also there is an illumination, a symbolic expression for the search after

or discovery.

to that point, the cere-

monies had been funereal and lugubrious
in their character.
But now they were
changed from wailing to rejoicing. Other
ceremonies were performed by which the
restoration of the personage to life, or his
apotheosis or change to immortality, was

—

WOED

a symbolic teaching, or, as we call it, an investiture with that which is the representative of divine truth.
The communication
to the candidate, in the Master's degree, of
that which is admitted to be merely a representation of or a substitution for that symbol of divine truth, (the search for which,
under the name of the true word, makes
so important a part of the degree,) how imperfect it may be in comparison with that
more thorough knowledge which only future
researches can enable the Master Mason to
attain, constitutes the autopsy of the third
degree. Now, the principal event recorded
in the legend of the Eoyal Master, the interview between Adoniram and his two
Eoyal Masters, is to be placed precisely at
that juncture of time which is between the
euresis or discovery in the Master Mason's
degree and the autopsy, or investiture with
the great secret. It occurred between the
discovery by means of the sprig of acacia
and the final interment. It was at the
time when Solomon and his colleague, Hiram of Tyre, were in profound consultation
as to the mode of repairing the loss which
they then supposed had befallen them.

We

must come to this conclusion, because there is abundant reference, both in
the organized form of the Council and in
the ritual of the degree, to the death as
an event that had already occurred and,
on the other hand, while it is evident that
Solomon had been made acquainted with
the failure to recover, on the person of the
builder, that which had been lost, there is
no reference whatever to the well-known
substitution which was made at the time of
the interment.
;

If,

therefore, as

is

admitted by

all

Ma-

sonic ritualists, the substitution was precedent and preliminary to the establishment
of the Master Mason's degree, it is evident
that at the time that the degree of Eoyal
Master is said to have been founded in the
ancient Temple, by our " first Most Excellent

Grand Master," all persons present,
first and second officers, must

except the

TEUTH. The

attainment of this truth
has always been acknowledged to be the
great object and design of all Masonic labor.
the knowledge of God
Divine truth
concealed in the old Kabbalistic doctrine,
under the symbol of his inefiable name
and typified in the Masonic system under
the mystical expression of the True Word,
is the reward proposed to every Mason who
has faithfully wrought his task. It is, in
short, the " Master's wages."
Now, all this is beautifully symbolized
The rein the degree of Eoyal Master.
ward had been promised, and the time had
now come, as Adoniram thought, when the
promise was to be redeemed, and the true
word
divine truth
was to be imparted.
Hence, in the person of Adoniram, or the
Eoyal Master, we see symbolized the Speculative Mason, who, having labored to complete his spiritual temple, comes to the

—
—

—

—

—

Divine Master that he

may

receive his re-

ward, and that his labor may be consummated by the acquisition of truth. But the
temple that he had been building is the temple of this life that first temple which must
be destroyed by death that the second temple of the future life maybe built on its
foundations. And in this first temple the
truth cannot be found. We must be contented with its substitute.
Royal Order of Scotland. This
is an Order of Freemasonry confined exclusively to the kingdom of Scotland, and
which, formerly conferred on Master Masons, is now restricted to those who have
been exalted to the Eoyal Arch degree.
It consists of two degrees, namelv,
that of H. E. D. M. and E. S. Y. C. S., or,
;

in full,

may

Heredom and Rosy

Cross.

The

first

be briefly described as a Christianized
form of the third degree, purified from
the dross of Paganism, and even of Judaism, by the Culdees, who introduced
Christianity into Scotland in the early centuries of the church.
The second degree
is an Order of civil knighthood, supposed
to have been founded by Eobert Bruce

;

EOYAL

ROYAL

after the battle of Bannockburn, and conferred by him upon certain Masons who had
assisted him on that memorable occasion.
He, so the tradition goes, gave power to
the Grand Master of the Order for the
time being to confer this honor, which is
not inherent in the general body itself, but
is specially given by the Grand Master and
his Deputy, and can be conferred only by

kings of England are de Jure, if not de facto,
Grand Masters; each member has a name
given him, denoting some moral attribute.
In the initiation the sacrifice of the Messiah
is had in remembrance, who shed his blood
for the sins of the world, and the neophyte is in a figure sent forth to seek the
The ritual states that the
lost word.
Order was first established at Icomkill, and
afterwards at Kilwinning, where the King
of Scotland, Robert Bruce, took the chair
in person
and oral tradition affirms that,
in 1314, this monarch again reinstated the
Order, admitting into it the Knights Templars
who were still left. The Royal
Order, according to this ritual, which is
written in Anglo-Saxon verse, boasts of
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them, or Provincial Grand Masters appointed by them. The number of knights
is limited, and formerly only sixty-three
could be appointed, and they Scotchmen
now, however, that number has been much
increased, and distinguished Masons of
all countries are admitted to its ranks.
In
1747 Prince Charles Edward Stuart, in his
celebrated Charter to Arras, claimed to be

the Sovereign Grand Master of the Royal
Order, "Nous Charles Edouard Stewart,
Eoi d'Angleterre, de France, de I'Ecosse,
et d'lrlande, et en cette quality, S. G. M.
du Chapitre de H." Prince Charles goes
on to say that H. O. or H. R. M. is known
" Gonnu
as the " Pelican and Eagle."
sous le titre de Chevalier de I'Aigle et de
Pelican, et depuis nos malheurs et nos infortunes, sous celui de Rose Croix." Now,
there is not the shadow of a proof that the
Rose Croix, says Bro. Reitam, was ever
known in England till twenty years after
1747 and in Ireland it was introduced by
a French chevalier, M. L'Aurent, about
;

1782 or 1783. The Chapter at Arras was
" Chapitre
the first constituted in France
primordial de Rose Croix " and from
other circumstances (the very name Rose
Croix being a translation of R. S. Y. C. S.)
some writers have been led to the conclusion that the degree chartered by Prince
Charles Edward Stuart was, if not the actual Royal Order in both points, a Masonic
ceremony founded on and pirated from that
most ancient and venerable Order.
This, however, is an error because, except in name, there does not appear to be
the slightest connection between the Rose
Croix and the Royal Order of Scotland. In
the first place, the whole ceremonial is dif-

—

;

;

ferent,

and

dififerent

in essentials.

Most

of the language used in the Royal Order
is couched in quaint old rhyme, modernized,
no doubt, to make it " understanded of the
vulgar," but still retaining sufl5cient about
it to stamp its genuine antiquity.
The
Rose Croix degree is moat probably the
genuine descendant of the old Rosicrucians, and no doubt it has always had a
more or leas close connection with the
Templars.
Clavel says that the Royal Order of
Heredom of Kilwinning is a Rosicrucian
degree, having many difierent gradations
in the ceremony of conaecration. The

;

great antiquity.
Findel disbelieves in the Royal Order,
as he does in all the Christian degrees. He
remarks that the Grand Lodge of Scot-

land formerly knew nothing at all about
the existence of this Order of Heredom, as
a proof of which he adduces the fact that
Laurie, in the first edition of his History
of the Orand Lodge of Scotland, has not

mentioned it. Oliver, however, as it will
be seen, had a high opinion of the Order,
and expressed no doubt of its antiquity.
As to the origin of the Order, we have
abundant authority both mythical and historical.

Thoiy

[Act. Lat.) thus traces its estab-

lishment.

"On the 24th of June, 1314, Robert
Bruce, king of Scotland, instituted, after
the battle of Bannockburn, the Order of
St. Andrew of the Thistle, to which was
afterward united that of H. D. M., for the
sake of the Scottish Masons who had composed a part of the thirty thousand men
with whom he had fought the English
army, consisting of one hundred thousand.
He formed the Royal Grand Lodge of the
Order of H. D. M. at Kilwinning, reserving to himself and his successor forever
the title of Grand Masters."
Oliver, in his Historical Landmarks, deOrder more precisely, thus:

fines the

"The Royal Order of H. R. D. M. had
formerly its chief seat at Kilwinning, and
there is every reason to think that it and
St. John's Masonry were then governed by
the same Grand Lodge. But during the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Masonrjr was at a very low ebb in Scotland,
and it was with the greatest difiiculty that
St. John's Masonry was preserved.
The
Grand Chapter of H. R. D. M. resumed its
functions about the middle of the last century at Edinburgh and, in order to preserve a marked distinction between the
Royal Order and Craft Masonry,
which
had formed a Grand Lodge there in 1736,
;

—

—

:

:
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— the former confined
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itself solely to

the

two degreesof H. R. D. M. and E. S. Y. C. S."
Again, in the history of the Royal Order,
officially

printed in Scotland, the following

details are found
" It is composed of two parts, H. R. M.
and R. 8. Y. 0. S. The former took its
rise in the reigu of David I., king of Scotland, and the latter in that of King Robert

The last is believed to have
been originally the same as the most ancient Order of the Thistle, and to contain
the Bruce.

the ceremonial of admission formerly practised in

it.

"The Order

H. R. M. had formerly
and there is reason
to suppose that it and the Grand Lodge of
St. John's Masonry were governed by the
same Grand Master. The introduction of

its

of

seat at Kilwinning,

Order into Kilwinning appears to have
taken place about the same time, or nearly
the same period, as the introduction of
Freemasonry into Scotland. The Chaldees, as is well known, introduced Christianity into Scotland; and, from their
known habits, there are good grounds for
believing that they preserved among them
a knowledge of the ceremonies and precautions adopted for their protection in Judea.
In establishing the degree in Scotland, it
is more than probable that it was done with
the view to explain, in a correct Christian
manner, the symbols and rites employed by
this

the Christian architects and builders; and
this will also explain how the Royal Order
is purely catholic,
not Roman Catholic,
but adapted to all who acknowledge the
great truths of Christianity, in the same
way that Craft or Symbolic Masonry is
intended for all, whether Jew or Gentile,
who acknowledge a supreme God. The

—

second part, or R. S. Y. C. S., is an Order
of Knighthood, and, perhaps, the only genuine one in connection with Masonry, there
being in it an intimate connection between
the trowel and the sword, which others try
The lecture consists of a figurato show.
tive description of the ceremonial, both of
H. R. M. and E. S. Y. C. S., in simple
rhyme, modernized, of course, by oral tradition, and breathing the purest spirit of
Christianity.

Those two degrees

consti-

been said, the Royal
Order of Scotland, the Grand Lodge of
Scotland. Lodges or Chapters cannot letute, as has already

meet elsewhere, unless possessed of a
Charter from it or the Grand Master, or his
The office of Grand Master is
deputy.
vested in the person of the king of Scotland, (now of Great Britain,) and one seat
is invariably kept vacant for him in whatever country a Chapter is opened, and cannot be occupied by any other member.
Those who are in possession of this degree,
gally

and the
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80-called higher degrees, cannot

perceive that the greater part of
them have been concocted from the Royal
Order, to satisfy the morbid craving for
distinction which was so characteristic of
the continent during the latter half of the
last centuiy.
" There is a tradition among the Masons
of Scotland that, after the dissolution of
the Templars, many of the Knights repaired to Scotland and placed themselves
under the protection of Robert Bruce, and
that, after the battle of Bannockburn,
which took place on St. John the Baptist's
day, 1314, this monarch instituted the
Royal Order of H. R. M. and Knights of
the R. S. Y. C. S., and established the
chief seat at Kilwinning. From that Order it seems by no means improbable that
the present degree of Rose Croix de Herefail to

dom may have

taken

its

origin.

In two

respects, at least, there seems to be a very
close connection between the two systems.

They both claim the kingdom of Scotland
and the Abbey of Kilwinning as having
been at one time the chief seat of government, and they both seem to have been instituted to give a Christian explanation to

Ancient Craft Masonry. There is, besides,
a similarity in the name of the degrees of
Rose Croix de Heredom and H. R. M. and
R. S. Y. C. S. amounting almost to an
identity, which appears to indicate a very
intimate relation of one to the other."
And now recently there comes Bro. Randolph Hay, of Glasgow, who, in a late

number of the London Freemason,

gives us

this legend, which he is pleased to call " the
real history of the Royal Order," and which
he, at least, religiously believes to be true

" Among the many precious things which
were caremlly preserved in a sacred vault
of King Solomon's Temple was a portrait
of the monarch, painted by Adoniram, the
son of Elkanah, priest of the second court.
This vault remained undiscovered till the
time of Herod, although the secret of its
existence and a description of its locality
were retained by the descendants of Elkanah. During the war of the Maccabees,
certain Jews, fleeing from their native
country, took refuge, first in Spain and
afterwards in Britain, and amongst them
was one Aholiab, the then possessor of the
document necessary to find the hidden
treasure.

As

is

well

known, buildings

were then in progress in Edinburgh, or
Dun Edwin, as the city was then called,
and thither Aholiab wended his way to
find employment.
His skill in architecture speedily raised him to a prominent
position in the Craft, but his premature
death prevented his realizing the dream of
his life, which was to fetch the portrait
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from Jerusalem and bestow it in the custody of the Craft. However, prior to his
dissolution, he confided the secret to certain of the Fraternity under the bond of
secrecy, and these formed a class known as
The Order of the King,' or The Royal

Spain, the Netherlands, Calcutta, Bombay,
China, and New Brunswick. The provincial Grand Lodge of London was established in July, 1872, and there the membership is confined to those who have previously taken the Rose Croix, or eighteenth
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-
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'

'

Order.'

Time sped on; the Romans

in-

and, previous to the cruci- tish Rite.
fixion, certain members of the old town
Royal Priest. The fifth degree of
guard of Edinburgh, among whom were the Initiated Brothers of Asia, also called
several of the Royal Order, proceeded to the True Rose Croix.
Rome to enter into negotiations with the
Royal Secret, Sublime Prince
sovereign. From thence they proceeded to of tbe. See Sublime Prince of the Royal
Jerusalem, and were present at the dread- Secret.
They suciiil scene of the crucifixion.
R. S. Y. C. S. An abbreviation, of
ceeded in obtaining the portrait, and also Boay Gross in the Royal Order of Scotland.
the blue veil of the Temple rent upon the
Rnfflans. The traitors of the third
I may dismiss these two degree are called Assassins in continental
terrible occasion.
The
venerable relics in a few words. Wilson, Masonry and in the high degrees.
in his Memoriah of Edinburgh, (2 vols., English and American Masons have adoptpublished by Hugh Patton,) in a note to ed in their ritual the more homely appelMasonic Lodges, writes that this portrait lation of Buffians. The fabricators of the
was then in the possession of the brethren high degrees adopted a variety of names for
of the Lodge St. David. This is an error, these Assassins, (see Assassins of the Third
and arose from the fact of the Royal Order Degree,) but the original names are prethen meeting in the Lodge St. David's served in the rituals of the York and Amerroom in Hindford's Close. The blue veil ican Rites. There is no question that has
was converted into a standard for the so much perplexed Masonic antiquaries as
trades of Edinburgh, and became cele- the true derivation and meaning of these
brated on many a battle-field, notably in three names. In their present form, they
the First Crusade as The Blue Blanket.' are confessedly uncouth and without appaFrom the presence of certain of their num-. rent signification. Yet it is certain that
ber in Jerusalem on the occasion in ques- we can trace them in that form to the eartion, the Edinburgh City Guard were often liest appearance of the legend of the third
called Pontius Pilate's Praetorians. Now, degree, and it is equally certain that at the
these are facts well known to many Edin- time of their adoption some meaning must
burghers still alive. Let X. Y. Z.' go to have been attached to them. I am conEdinburgh and inquire for himself.
vinced that this must have been a very
" The brethren, in addition, brought with simple one, and one that would have been
them the teachings of the Christians, and easily comprehended by the whole of the
in their meetings they celebrated the death Craft, who were in the constant use of them.
of the Captain and Builder of our Salva- Attempts, it is true, have been made to find
tion,
The oath of the Order seals my lips the root of these three names in some reconfurther as to the peculiar mysteries of the dite reference to the Hebrew names of God.
brethren. I may, however, state that the But there is, I think, no valid authority for
Ritual, in verse, as in present use, was any such derivation. In the first place, the
composed, by the venerable Abbot of In- character and conduct of the supposed poschaffray, the same who, with a crucifix in sessors of these names preclude the idea of
his hand, passed along the Scots' line, bless- any congruity and appropriateness between
ing the soldiers and the cause in which them and any of the divine names. And
they were engaged, previous to the battle again, the literary condition of the Craft at
of Bannockburn. Thus the Order states the time of the invention of the names
justly that it was revived, that is, a pro- equally preclude the probability that any
founder spirit of devotion infused into it, names would have been fabricated of a reby King Robert, by whose directions the condite signification, and which could not
Abbot reorganized it."
have been readily understood and appreIn this account, it is scarcely necessary ciated by the ordinary class of Masons who
to say that there is far more of myth than were to use them. The names must natuof legitimate history.
rally have been of a construction that would
The King of Scotland is hereditary Grand convey a familiar idea, would be suitable
Master of the Order, and at all assemblies to the incidents in which they were to be
a chair is kept vacant for him.
employed, and would be congruous with
Provincial Grand Lodges are held at the character of the individuals upon whom
Glasgow, Rouen in France, in Sardinia, they were to be bestowed. Now all these

vaded Britain

;

'

'
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meet in a word whicti was entirely
familiar to the Craft at the time wlien
these names were probably invented. The
Ohiblim are spoken of by Anderson, meaning Oiblim, as stone-cutters or Masons and
the early rituals show us very clearly that
the Fraternity in that day considered Oiblim as the name of a Mason ; not only of a
Mason generally, but especially of that
class of Masons who, as Drummond says,
"put the finishing hand to King Solomon's Temple,"
that is to say, the Fellow
Crafts.
Anderson also places the Ghiblim
among the Fellow Crafts and so, very naturally, the early Freemasons, not imbued
with any amount of Hebrew learning, and
not making a distinction between the singular and plural forms of that language,
soon got to calling a Fellow Craft a Oiblim.
The steps of corruption between Oiblim and

the old rituals said that they were brothers
who had come together out of Tyre. This
derivation seems to me to be easy, natural,
and comprehensible.
The change from
Oiblim, or rather from Oibalim to Jubelum,
is one that is far less extraordinary than
that which one-half of the Masonic words
have undergone in their transformation
from their original to their present form.

requisites

;

—

;

Jubelum were not very gradual nor can any
one doubt that such corruptions of spelling
and pronunciations were common among
these illiterate Masons, when he reads the
Old Manuscripts, and finds such verbal distortions as Nembroch for Nimrod, Euglet for
Euclid, and Aymon for Hiram. Thus, the
first corruption was from Oiblim to Oibalim,
which brought the word to three syllables,
;

making

The

thus

to its eventual
find in the early rituals
transformation into Chibbelum.
French Masons also took the work of

change.
another

it

nearer

Then we

corruption in hand, and from Oiblim they
manufactured Jiblime and Jibulum and
Jabulum. Some of these French corruptions

came back

to English

Masonry about

the time of the fabrication of the high degrees, and even the French words were distorted.
Thus in the Leland Manuscript,
the English Masons made out of Pytagore,
the French for Pythagoras, the unknown
name Peter Oower, which is said so much
to have puzzled Mr. Locke.
And so we
may through these mingled English and
French corruptions trace the genealogy of
the word Jubelum; thus, Ghiblim, Giblim, Gibalim, Chibbelum, Jiblime, Jibelum, Jabelum, and, finally, Jubelum. It
meant simply a Fellow Craft, and was appropriately given as a common name to
a particular Fellow Craft who was distinguished for his treachery. In other words,
he was designated, not by a special and distinctive name, but by the title of his condition and rank at the Temple.
He was the
Fellow Craft, who was at the head of a conspiracy.
As for the names of the other two
Euffians, they were readily constructed out
of that of the greatest one by a simple
change of the termination of the word from
um to a in one, and from um to o in the
other, thus preserving, by a similarity of
names, the idea of their relationship, for

An
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which
and therefore used
in the Past Master's degree as an emblem admonishing the Master punctually
instrument with

straight lines are drawn,

to observe bis duty, to press forward in the
path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the
right nor the left, in all his actions to have
eternity in view.
The twenty-four inch
gauge is often used in giving the instruction as a substitute for this working-tool.
But they are entirely different the twentyfour inch gauge is one of the working-tools
of an Entered Apprentice, and requires to
;

have the twenty-four inches marked upon
its surface
the rule is one of the workingtools of a Past Master, and is without the
;

twenty-four divisions.
The rule is appropriated to the Past or Present Master, because, by its assistance, he is enabled to lay
down on the trestle-board the designs for
the Craft to work by.

Rnle of the Templars. The code
of regulations for the government of the
Knights Templars, called their "Rule,"
was drawn up by St. Bernard, and by him
submitted to Pope Honorius II. and the
Council of Troyes, by both of whom it was
approved. It is still in existence, and consists of seventy-two articles, partly monastic and partly military in character, the
former being formed upon the Rule of the
Benedictines. The first articles of the Rule
are ecclesiastical in design, and require
from the Knights a strict adherence to their
Article twenty defines the
religious duties.
costume to be worn by the brotherhood.
The professed soldiers were to wear a white

costume, and the serving brethren were
prohibited from wearing anything but a
black or brown cassock. The Rule is very
particular in reference to the fit and shape
of the dress of the Knights, so as to secure
uniformity. The brethren are forbidden to

and open

letters from their friends
submitting them to the inspection of their superiors. The pastime
of hawking is prohibited, but the nobler
sport of lion-hunting is permitted, because
the lion, like the devil, goes about continually roaring, seeking whom he may devour.
Article fifty-five relates to the reception of
married members, who are required to bequeath the greater portion of their property
to the Order. The fifty-eighth article regulates the reception of aspirants, or secular

receive

without

first

SABBATH
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persons, who are not to be received immediately on their application into the society,
but are required first to submit to an examination as to sincerity and fitness. The

other Lodges.
In 1783 twelve of these
Lodges united and formed the National
Grand Lodge, which, rejecting the other
For a
Rites, adopted the Swedish system.

seventy-second and concluding article refers to the intercourse of the Knights with
females. No brother was allowed to kiss
a woman, though she were his mother or
" Let the soldier of the cross," says
sister.
St. Bernard, " shun all ladies' lips."
At

time Masonry flourished with unalloyed
prosperity and popularity. But about the
year 1794, the Empress, becoming alarmed
at the political condition of France, and
being persuaded that the members of some
of the Lodges were in opposition to the
government, withdrew her protection from
the Order. She did not, nowever, direct
the Lodges to be closed, but most of them,
in deference to the wishes of the sovereign,
ceased to meet. The few that continued to
work were placed under the surveillance
of the police, and soon languished, holding
their communications only at distant intervals.
In 1797, Paul I., instigated by the
Jesuits, whom he had recalled, interdicted
the meetings of all secret societies, and especially the Masonic Lodges.
Alexander
succeeded Paul in 1801, and renewed the
interdict of his predecessor.
In 1803, M.
Boeber, counsellor of state and director
of the school of cadets at St. Petersburg,
obtained an audience of the Emperor,
and succeeded in removing his prejudices
against Freemasonry. In that year the
edict was revoked, the Emperor himself was
initiated in one of the revived Lodges, and
the Grand Orient of all the Russias was
established, of which M. Boeber was deservedly elected Grand Master. Freemasonry now again flourished, although in
1817 there were two Grand Lodges, that of
Astrea, which worked on the system of
tolerating all Rites, and a Provincial Lodge,
which practised the Swedish system.
But suddenly, on the 12th August, 1822,
the Emperor Alexander, instigated, it is
said, by the political condition of Poland,
issued a decree ordering all the Lodges to
be closed, and forbidding the erection of

rule was rigidly enforced, but in
time it was greatly relaxed, and the picture
of the interior of a house of the Temple, as
portrayed by the Abbot of Clairvaulx, would
scarcely have been appropriate a century
first this

or

two

later.

Rulers.

Obedience to constituted authority has always been inculcated by the
laws of Masonry. Thus, in the installation charges as printed by Preston, the
incoming Master is required to promise " to
hold in veneration the original rulers and
patrons of the Order of Masonry, and their
regular successors, supreme and subordinate."

Russia. Freemasonry was introduced
into Russia, in 1731, by the

Grand Lodge

of England, Lord Level having appointed
Captain John Philips Provincial Grand
Master of Russia. It is said that there
w.as a Lodge in St. Petersburg as early as
1732; but its meetings must have been
private, as the first notice that we have of
a Lodge openly assembling in the empire
is that of
Silence," established at St. Petersburg, and the "North Star" at Riga,
both in the year 1750. Thory says that
Masonry made but little progress in Russia until 1763, when the Empress Catherine II. declared herself the Protectress of
the Order.
In 1765 the Rite of Melesino, a Rite unknown in any other country, was introduced by a Greek of that name; and there
were at the same time the York, Swedish,
and Strict Observance Rites practised by

any new ones. The order was quietly
obeyed by the Freemasons of Russia.

s.
Sabaism. The

worship of the sun,
and stars, the Q'OJJTt NDVi
"
TsABA Hashmaim, the host of heaven."
It was practised in Persia, Chaldea, India,
and other Oriental countries, at an early

moon,

period of the world's history,
Star and Sun Worship.

Sabaotta.

See Blazing

JilKiV T^TW

Jehovah

Tsabaoth, Jehovah of Hosts, a very usual
appellation for the Most High in the prophetical books, especially in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zechariah, and Malachi, but not
found in the Pentateuch.
Sabbath. In the lecture of the second
or Fellow Craft's degree, it is said. In six
days Gt)d created the heavens and the

:

:
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;
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earth, and rested upon the seventh day;
Saint Adhabell. Introduced into
the seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren the Cooke MS., where the allusion eviconsecrated as a day of rest from their dently is to St. Amphibalus, which see.
labors, thereby enjoying frequent opportuSaint Alban. St. Alban, or Albanus,
nities to contemplate the glorious works of the proto-martyr of England, was born in
creation, and to adore their great Creator.
the third century, at verulam, now St.
Fabianism. See Sabaism.
Albans, in Hertfordshire. In his youth he
ISaekdoth. In the Bose Croix ritual, visited Bome, and served seven years as a
sackcloth is a symbol of grief and humilia- soldier under the Emperor Diocletian.
tion for the loss of that which it is the ob- On his return to Britain he embraced
ject of the degree to recover.
Christianity, and was the first who suffered
Sacred Asylum of
Ma- martyrdom in the great persecution which
sonry. In the Institutes, Statutes, and raged during the reign of that emperor;
Regulations, signed by Adington, Chancel- The Freemasons of England have claimed
.lor, and which are given in the Becueil des
St. Alban as being intimately connected
Actes du Supreme Conseil du Prance, as a with the early history of the Fraternity in
sequence to the Constitutions of 1762, this that island. Preston, in his Illustrations,
title is given to anv subordinate body of
quotes the following statement from an old
the Scottish Rite. Thus in Article XVI.
manuscript which, he says, had been in
" At the time of the installation of a Sa- the possession of Nicholas Stone, a curious
cred Asylum of High Masonry, the mem- sculptor under the celebrated architect,
bers composing it shall all make and sign Inigo Jones
" St. Alban loved Masons well and chertheir pledge of obedience to the Institutes,
Statutes, and General Eegulations of High ished them much, and made their pay
Masonry." In this document the Bite is right good ; for he gave them two shillings
always called " High Masonry," and any per week and four pence to their cheer
body, whether a Lodge of Perfection, a whereas before that time, in all the land, a
Chapter of Eose Croix, or a Council of Mason had but a penny a day and his
Kadosh, is styled a " Sacred Asylum."
meat, until St. Alban mended it. And he
Sacred l40dge. In the lectures ac- got them a charter from the king and his
cording to the English system, we find this council for to hold a general council, and
definition of the "Sacred Lodge."
The gave it to name Assembly. Thereat he
symbol has not been preserved in the was himself, and did help to make Masons
American ritual. Over the Sacred Lodge and gave them good charges."
presided Solomon, the greatest of kings,
We have another tradition on the same
and the wisest of men ; Hiram, the great subject; for in a little work published in
and learned king of Tyre; and Hiram 1760-5, at London, under the title oi Mulia
Abif, the widow's son, of the tribe of Naph- Faucis for the Lovers of Secrets, we find the
tali.
It was held in the bowels of the following statement in reference to the
sacred Mount Moriah, under the part Masonic character and position of St. Alwhereon was erected the Holy of Holies. ban:
"In the following (the third) century,
On this mount it was where Abraham confirmed his faith by his readiness to offer up Gordian sent many architects over [into
his only son, Isaac. Here it was where England], who constituted themselves into
David offered that acceptable sacrifice on Lodges, and instructed the Craftsmen in
the threshing-floor of Araunah by which the true principles of Freemasonry and a
the anger of the Lord was appeased, and few years later, Carausius was made empethe plague stayed from his people. Here ror of the British Isles, and, being a great
it was where the Lord delivered to David,
lover of art and science, appointed Albanus
in a dream, the plan of the glorious Tem- Grand Master of Masons, who employed
ple, afterwards erected by our noble Grand the Fraternity in building the palace of
Master, King Solomon. And lastly, here Verulam, or St. Albans."
Both of these statements are simply
it was where he declared he would establish
his sacred name and word, which should legends, or traditions of the not unusual
never pass away and for these reasons character, in which historical facts are
destroyed by legendary additions.
The
this was justly styled the Sacred Lodge.
degree fact that St. Alban lived at Verulam may
Sacrificant. (Sacriflant.)
most probably is so. It is another
in the Archives of the Lodge of Saint Louis be true
fact that a splendid Episcopal palace was
des Amis B6unis at Calais.
built there, whether in the time of St. AlSacrifice, Altar of. See Altar.
Sacriflcer. {Sacrificateur.) 1. A de- ban or not is not so certain ; but the afiirmgree in the Archives of the Lodge of Saint ative has been assumed; and hence it easily
de- followed that, if built in his time, he must
Louis des Amis Eeunis at Calais. 2.
have superintended the building of the
gree in the collection of Pyron.

High

;

;

A

—

A
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He would, of course, employ the
workmen, give them his patronage, and, to
some extent, by his superior abilities, direct
their labors.
Nothing was easier, then,
than to make him, after all this, a Grand
Master. The assumption that St. Alban
built the palace at Verulam was very nat-

Seynt Adhabell into Englond, and he convertyd Seynt Albon to Cristendome
where, evidently, St. Adhabell is meant
But amphibolits is the
for St. Amphibalus.
Latin name of a cloak worn by priests over
their other garments; and Higgins (Celtio
Dncids, p. 201,) has shown that there was
ural, because when the true builder's name no such saint, but that the " Sanctus Amsupposing it to have been so,
was lost,
phibolus" was merely the holy cloak
St. Alban was there ready to take his place, brought by St. Augustine to England.
Verulam having been his birthplace.
His connection with the history of the
The increase of pay for labor, and the origin of Masonry in England is, thereannual congregation of the Masons in a fore, altogether apocryphal.
General Assembly, having been subsequent
Saint Andrew, Kniglit of. See
events, the exact date of whose first occur- knight of St. Andrew.
rence had been lost, by a process common
Saint Andrew's ©ay. The 30th
in the development of traditions, they were of November, adopted by the Grand Lodge
readily transferred to the same era as the of Scotland as the day of its Annual Combuilding of the palace at Verulam. It is munication.
not even necessary to suppose, by way of
Saint Angnstine. St. Augustine, or
explanation, as Preston does, that St. Alban St. Austin, was sent with forty monks into
was a celebrated architect, and a real encour- England, about the end of the sixth cenager of able workmen. The whole of the tury, to evangelize the country. Lenning
tradition is worked out of these simple says that, according to a tradition, he placed
facts that architecture began to be encour- himself at the head of the corporations of
builders, and was recognized as their Grand
aged in England about the third century
that St. Alban lived at that time at Veru- Master. I can find no such tradition, nor,
lam that a palace was erected then, or at indeed, even the name of St. Augustine, in
edifice.

;

—

:

;

some subsequent period, in the same place any of the Old Constitutions which conand in the lapse of time, Verulam, St. tain the "Legend of the Craft."
Alban, and the Freemasons became minSaint Bernard. Saint Bernard of
gled together in one tradition. The in- Clairvaulx was one of the most eminent
quiring student of history will neither assert names of the church in the Middle Ages.
nor deny that St. Alban built the palace of In 1128, he was present at the Council of

He will be content with taking
as the representative of that builder,
if he was not the builder himself; and he
will thus recognize the proto-martyr as the
type of what is supposed to have been the
Masonry of his age, or, perhaps, only of
the age in which the tradition received its
Verulam.

him

form.

Saint Albans, Earl

of.

Anderson

(2d edition, 101,) says, and, after him,
Preston, that a General Assembly of the
Craft was held on Dec. 27, 1663, at which
Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Albans, was
elected Grand Master, who appointed Sir

Troyes, where, through his influence, the
Order of Knights Templars was confirmed
and he himself is said to have composed
the Rule or constitution by which they
were afterwards governed.
Throughout
his life he was distinguished for his warm
attachment to the Templars, and " rarely,"
says Bninea, {Sketch of K. T.,p. 12), "wrote
a letter to the Holy Land, in which he did
not praise them, and recommend them to
the favor and protection of the great." To
his influence, untiringly exerted in their
behalf, has always been attributed the rapid
increase of the Order in wealth and popu;

John Denham his Deputy, and Christopher larity.
Wren and John Webb his Wardens. SevSaint Domingo. One of the prineral useful regulations were made at this cipal islands of the West Indies.
Freeassembly, known as the "Regulations of masonry was introduced there at an early
1663."
These regulations are given by period in the last century. Rflbold says in
Anderson and by Preston, and also in the 1746. It must certainly have been in an
Eoberts MS., with the addition of the oath
of secrecy. The Eoberts MS. says that the
assembly was held on the 8th of December.

Saint Anipliibalus.

The

ecclesias-

legend is that St. Amphibalus came
to England, and converted St. Alban, who
was the great patron of Masonry. The
tical

active condition there at a time not lone
after, for in 1761 Stephen Morin, who had

been deputed by the Council of Emperors
of the East and West to propagate the
high degrees, selected St. Domingo for the
seat of his Grand East, and thence dissem-

inated the system, which resulted in the esOld Constitutions do not speak of him, ex- tablishment of the Supreme Council of the
cept the Cooke MS., which has the follow- Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite at
ing passage: "And sone after that came Charleston, South Carolina. The French

:
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revolution, and the insurrection of the slaves
at about the same period, was for a time
fatal to the progress of Masonry in St. Domingo. Subsequently, the island was divided into two independent governments
that of Dominica, inhabited by whites,
and that of Hayti, inhabited by blacks. In
each of these a Masonic obedience has been
organized. The Grand Lodge of Hayti has
been charged with irregularity in its for-

—
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masonry into France, and

laid the foundation of that system of innovation which
subsequently threw the Order into confusion by the establishment of a new degree,
which they called the Chevalier Ma^on
Ecossais, and which they worked in the
Lodge of St. Germain. But Oliver, has
here antedated history. James II. died in
1701, and Freemasonry was not introduced
into France from England until 1725. The
exiled house of Stuart undoubtedly made
use of Masonry as an instrument to aid in
their attempted restoration but their connection with the Institution must have been
after the time of James II., and most probably under the auspices of his grandson, the

mation, and has not been recognized by the
Grand Lodges of the United States. It has
been, however, by those of Europe generally,
and a representative from it was accredited
at the Congress of Paris, held in 1855.
Masonry was revived in Dominica, Eebold
says, in 1822 other authorities say in 1855. Young Pretender, Charles Edward.
Grand Lodge was organized at the city
Saint John, Favorite Brother
of St. Domingo, December 11, 1858. At of. The eighth degree of the Swedish
the present time Dominican Masonry is Eite.
established under the Ancient and Accepted
Saint John, liOdge of. See Lodge
Scottish Rite, and the National Grand of St. John.
Orient of the Dominican Eepublic is diof Jerusalem, Knight
St.
vided into four sections, namely, a Grand of. See Knight of St. John of Jerusalem.
Saint John's Masonry. The ConLodge, Grand Chapter General, Grand
Consistory General and Supreme Council. stitution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland
The last body has not been recognized by (chap, ii.) declares that that body "practhe Mother Council at Charleston, since its tises and recognizes no degrees of Masonry
establishment is in violation of the Scot- but those of Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
tish Constitutions, which prescribe one Su- Master Mason, denominated St. John's Maprenie Council only for all the West India sonry."
Saint John's Order. In a system
Islands.
Sainte Croix, !Eiuannel Joseph of Masonry which Oliver says [Mirror for
;

;

A

John

Cruillieim de Clermont • ILod&Te
de. A French antiquary, and member of
the Institute, who was born at Mormoiron,
His work pubin 1746, and died in 1809.
lished in two volumes in 1784, and entitled,
R^ckerches Historiques et Critiques awr les
Myatires du Paganiame, is one of the most
valuable and instructive essays that we
have in any language on the ancient mysteries,
those religious associations whose
history and design so closely connect them
with Freemasonry. The later editions were
enriched by the valuable notes of Silvestre
de Tracy.

—

Saint George's Day. The

twenty-

third of April. Being the patron saint of
England, his festival is celebrated by the
Grand. Lodge. The Constitution requires
that " there shall be a Masonic festival next
following St. George's Day, which shall be
dedicated to brotherly love and refreshment."
It is the occasion of the " Grand
Feast."
town in France,
Saint
about ten miles from Paris, where James
II. established his court after his expulsion
from England, and where he died. Oliver
says, (Landm., ii. 28,) and the statement has
been repeatedly made by others, that the
followers of the dethroned monarch who
accompanied him in his exile, carried Free-

Germain. A

was " used, as it is
confidently affirmed, in the fourteenth century," (but I doubt if it could be traced
farther back than the early part of the
seventeenth,) this appellation occurs in the
obligation
the Johannites, p. 58,)

" That you will always keep, guard, and conceal.
And from this time you never will reveal.
Either to M. M., F. C, or Apprentice,
Of St. John's OBDEE,what our grand intent is."

The same title of "Joannis Ordo" is
given in the document of uncertain date
known as the " Charter of Cologne."
the Almoner. The son of
St.
the King of Cyprus, and born in that island
in the sixth century. He was elected Patriarch of Alexandria, and has been canonized by both the Greek and Eomaii
Churches, his festival among the former
occurring on the 11th of November, and
among the latter on the 23d of January.
Bazot (Man.duFrane-Magon.,p. 144,) thinks
that it is this saint, and not St. John the
Evangelist or St. John the Baptist, who is
meant as the true patron of our Order.
" He quitted his country and the hope of a
throne," says this author, " to go to Jerusalem, that he might generously aid and
pilgrims. He
the knights and
assist
founded a hospital, and organized a frater-

John
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nity to attend upon sick and wounded
Christians, and to bestow pecuniary aid
upon the pilgrims who visited the Holy
Sepulchre. St. John, who was worthy to
become the patron of a society whose only
object is charity, exposed his life a thousand times in the cause of virtue. Neither
war, nor pestilence, nor the fury of the infidels, could deter him from pursuits of
benevolence. But death, at length, arrested
him in the midst of his labors. Yet he left
the example of his virtues to the brethren,

who have made

it

their duty to endeavor

Rome

canonized him under the name of St. John the Almoner,
or St. John of Jerusalem and the Masons
whose temples, overthrown by the barbarians, he had caused to be rebuilt
selected
him with one accord as their patron." Oliver, however, {Mirror for the Johannite Masons, p. 39,) very properly shows the error
of appropriating the patronage of Masonry
to this saint, since the festivals of the Order
are June 24 and December 27, while those
of St. John the Almoner are January 23
and November 11. He has, however, been
selected as the patron of the Masonic Order
of the Templars, and their Commanderies
are dedicated to his honor on account of
his charity to the poor, whom he called his
" Masters," because he owed them all service, and on account of his establishment
of hospitals for the succor of pilgrims in
the East.
Saint Jolin tbe Baptist. One of
the patron saints of Freemasonry, and at
one time, indeed, the only one, the name
of St. John the Evangelist having been introduced subsequent to the sixteenth cenHis festival occurs on the 24th of
tury.
June, and is very generally celebrated by the
to imitate them.

—

;

—

Masonic

fraternity.
Dalcho (Ahim Eez.,
p. 150,) says that "the stern integrity of
St. John the Baptist, which induced him

to forego every minor consideration in discharging the obligations he owed to God
the unshaken firmness with which he met
martyrdom rather than betray his duty to
his Master his steady reproval of vice, and
;

;

contiuued preaching
virtue, make him a
sonic institution."

The Charter

of repentance and
patron of the Ma-

fit

We

of Cologne says "
celmemory of St. John,
the Forerunner of Christ and the Patron
of our Community." The Knights Hospitallers also dedicated their Order to him
and the ancient expression of our ritual,
which speaks of a " Lodge of the Holy St.
John of Jerusalem," probably refers to the
:

ebrate, annually, the

;

same

saint.

Krause,

i.a

his Kunaiurkunden, (p. 295-

305,) gives abundant historical proofs that
the earliest Masons adopted St. John the

Baptist, and not St.
It
as their patron.

John the

Evangelist,

worthy of note that
the Grand Lodge of England was revived
on St. John the Baptist's day, 1717, and
that the annual feast was kept on that day
until 1727, when it was held for the first
time on the festival of the Evangelist.
Lawrie says that the Scottish Masons always kept the festival of the Baptist until
1737, when the Grand Lodge changed the
time of the annual election to St. Andrew's
is

day.

Saiut Jolin the ETangelist. One
of the patron saints of Freemasonry, whose
festival is celebrated on the 27th of December. His constant admonition, in his Epistles, to the cultivation of brotherly love,
and the mystical nature of his Apocalyptic
visions, have been, perhaps, the principal
reasons for the veneration paid to him by
the Craft. Notwithstanding a well-known
tradition, all documentary evidence shows
that the connection of the name of the
Evangelist with the Masonic Order is to be
dated long after the sixteenth century, before which time St John the Baptist was
exclusively the patron saint of Masonry.
are, however, now always united,
for reasons set forth in the article on the

The two

Dedication of Lodges, which see.

Saint liCger. See A Idworth, Mrs.
Saint Martin, liOuls Claude.

A

mvstical writer and Masonic leader of considerable reputation in the last century,
and the founder of the Rite of Martinism.
He was born at Amboise, in France, on
January 18, 1743, being descended from a
family distinguished in the military service of the kingdom. Saint Martin when
a youth made great progress in his studies,
and became the master of several ancient
and modern languages.
After leaving
school, he entered the army, in accordance
with the custom of his family, becoming a
member of the regiment of Foix. But after
six years of service, he retired from a profession which he found uncongenial with
his fondness for metaphysical pursuits.
He then travelled in Switzerland, Germany,

England, and Italy, and finally retired to
Lyons, where he remained for three years
in a state of almost absolute seclusion,
known to but few persons, and pursuing
his philosophic studies.
He then repaired
to Paris, where, notwithstanding the tumultuous scenes of the revolution which
was working around, he remained unmoved
by the terrible events of the day, and intent
only on the prosecution of his theosophic
studies. Attracted by the mystical systems
of Boehme and Swedenborg, he became
himself a mystic of no mean pretensions,
and attracted around him a crowd of disciples, who were content, as they said, to
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hear, without understanding, the teachings and was to be traced to the very beginning
In 1775 appeared his first of the world.
of their leader.
and most important work, entitled Des
Saint Sficaise.
considerable senErreurs et de la Verite, ou les Hommes rap- sation was produced in Masonic circles by
peUg au principe universal de la Science. the appearance at Frankfort, in 1755, of a
This work, which contained an exposition of work entitled Saint Nieaise, oder eine Sammthe ideology of Saint Martin, acquired for its lung merkwUrdiger Maurerischer Briefe, fur
author, by its unintelligible transcendental- FreimaUrer und die es nicht.
second
ism, the title of the " Kant of Grermany." edition was issued in 1786.
Its title-page
SaintMartin had published this work under asserts it to be a translation from the
the pseudouym of the " Unknown Philoso- French, but it was really written by Dr.
pher," [le Philosophe inconnu;) whence he Starck. It professes to contain the letters
was subsequently known by this name, which of a French Freemason who was travelling
was also assumed by some of his Masonic on account of Freemasonry, and having
adherents; and even a degree bearing that learned the mode of work in England and
title was invented and inserted in the Rite Grermany, had become dissatisfied with
of Philalethes. The treatise Des Erreurs both, and had retired into a cloister in
et de la Verili was in fact made a sort of
France. It was really intended, although
text-book by the Philalethans, and highly Starck had abandoned Masonry, to defend
recommended by the Order of the Initiated his system of Spiritual Templarism, in
Knights and Brothers of Asia, whose sys- opposition to that of the Baron Von
tem was in fact a compound of theosophy Hund. Accordingly, it was answered in
and mysticism. It was so popular, that 1786 by Von Sprengseisen, who was an
between 1775 and 1784 it had been through ardent friend and admirer of Von Hund, in
a work entitled Anti Saint Nieaise, which was
five editions.
Saint Martin, in the commencement of immediately followed by two other essays
his Masonic career, attached himself to by the same author, entitled Archimedes,
Martinez Paschalis, of whom he was one and Seala Algtbraica (Economiea. These
of the most prominent disciples. But he three works have become exceedingly rare.

A

A

subsequently attempted a reform of the system of Paschalis, and established what he
called a Rectified Rite, but which is better
known as the Rite or system of Martinism,
which consisted of ten degrees. It was itself
subsequently reformed, and, being reduced
to seven degrees, was introduced into some
of the Lodges of Germany under the name
of the Reformed Eccossism of Saint Martin.
The theosophic doctrines of Saint Martin
were introduced into the Masonic Lodges
of Russia by Count Gabrianko and Admiral Pleshcheyeff, and soon became popular.
Under them the Martinist Lodges of Russia became distinguished not only for their
Masonic and religious spirit, although too
much tinged with the mysticism of Jacob
but for an
Boehme and their founder,
active zeal in practical works of charity of
both a private and public character.
The character of Saint Martin has, I
think, been much mistaken, especially by

—
—

Masonic writers. Those who, like Voltaire,
have derided his metaphysical theories,
seem to have forgotten the excellence of
his private character, his kindness of heart,
his amiable manners, and his varied and
extensive erudition. Nor should it be forgotten that the true object of all his Masonic labors was to introduce into the

Saint

Paul's Cbnrch.

As

St.

Paul's, the Cathedral Church of London,
was rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren, who
is called, in the Book of Constitutions, the
Grand Master of Masons,
some writers
have advanced the theory that Freemasonry took its origin at the construction of

—

—

that edifice.

In the fourth degree of Fess-

—-which

is occupied in the critexamination of the various theories on
among the
the origin of Freemasonry,

ler's Rite,

ical

—

seven sources that are considered, the building of St. Paul's Church is one. Nicolai
does not positively assert the theory; but
he thinks it not an improbable one, and
believes that a new system of symbols was
It is said that there
at that time invented.
was, before the revival in 1717, an old
Lodge of St. Paul's and it is reasonable
to suppose that the Operative Masons engaged upon the building were united with
the architects and men of other professions
in the formation of a Lodge, under the
regulation which no longer restricted the
Institution to Operative Masonry.
But
there is no authentic historical evidence
that Freemasonry first took its rise at the
building of St. Paul's Church.
Saints Jobn. The "Holy Saints
John," so frequently mentioned in the
ritual of Symbolic Masonry, are St. John
;

Lodges of France a spirit of pure religion.
His theory of the origin of Freemasonry the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist,
was not, however, based on any historical {which see.) The original dedication of
"
research, and is of no value, for he believed Lodges was to the Holy St. John," meanthat it was an emanation of the Divinity, ing the Baptist.
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Saints John, Festivals of. See been

equal to that of erecting the Pyramids,
to the initiations in the Ancient Mysteries of India.
In the Helvetian ritual salt is
Salt.
added to corn, wine, and oil as one of the
elements of consecration, because it is a
symbol of the wisdom and learning which
should characterize a Mason's Lodge. When
the foundation-stone of a Lodge is laid, the
Helvetian ritual directs that it shall be
sprinkled with salt, and this formula be
used: "May this undertaking, contrived
by wisdom, be executed in strength and
adorned with beauty, so that it may be a
house where peace, harmony, and brotherly love shall perpetually reign."
Salutation. Lenning says, that in
accordance with the usage of the Operative
Masons, it was formerly the custom for a
strange brother, when he visited a Lodge,
to bring to it such a salutation as this:
"From the Right Worshipful Brethren
and Fellows of a Right Worshipful and
Holy Lodge of St. John." The English
salutation, at the middle of the last century, was: "From the Right Worshipful
Brothers and Fellows of the Right Worshipful and Holy Lodge of St. John, from

and which were appropriated

Festivals.

Saint Victor, liOnis Onillemain
A French Masonic writer, who pub-

de.

lished, in 1781, a work in Adonhiramite
Masonry, entitled Receuil Precieux de la

Magonnerie Adonhiramite.
This volume
contained the ritual of the first four degrees, and was followed, in 1787, by another, which contained the higher degrees
of the Rite. If St. Victor was not the
inventor of this Rite, he at least modified
and established it as a working system,
and, by his writings and his labors, gave to
it whatever popularity it at one time possessed.
Subsequent to the publication of
his Receuil Precieux, he wrote his Origine
de la Mafonnsrie Adonhiramite, a learned
and interesting work, in which he seeks to
trace the source of the Masonic initiation
to the mysteries of the Egyptian priesthood.
Salfi, Francesco. An Italian philosopher and litterateur, who was born at
Cozenza, in Calabria, Jan. 1, 1759, and
died at Passy, near Paris, Sept. 1832. He
was at one time professor of history and
philosophy at Milan. He was a prolific
writer, and the author of many works on
history and political economy. He published, also, several poems and dramas, and
received, in 1811, the prize given by the
Lodge at Leghorn for a Masonic essay, entitled, Delia utiltd delta Franca- Massoneria
rapporto filantropico & morale.
significant word in the high
Sails.
degrees, invented, most probably, at first
for the system of the Council of Emperors
of the East and West, and transferred to
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
It is derived, say the old French rituals,
from the initials of a part of a sentence,
and has, therefore, no other meaning.
sotto il

A

Salle des Pas Perdus. ( The Hall
of the Lost Steps.) The French thus call
the anteroom in which visitors are placed
before their admission into the Lodge.
The Germans call it the fore-court ( Vorhof), and sometimes, like the French, der
Saal der verlornen Schritte. Lenning says
that it derives its name from the fact that
every step taken before entrance into the
Fraternity, or not made in accordance with
the precepts of the Order, is considered as
lost.

whence
well."

come and greet you thrice heartily
The custom has become obsolete,

I

although there is an allusion to it in the answer to the question, "Whence come you?"
in the modern catechism of the Entered
Apprentice's degree. But Lenning is incorrect in saying that the salutation went out
of use after the introduction of certificates.
The salutation was, as has been seen, in use
in the eighteenth century, and certificates
were required as far back at least as the
year 1683.
Salutem. [Lat. Health.) When the

Romans wrote friendly letters, they prefixed the letter S as the initial of Salutem,
or health, and thus the writer expressed a
wish for the health of his correspondent.
At the head of Masonic documents we
often find this initial letter thrice repeated,

thus: S.'. S.". S."., with the same signification of Health, Health, Health.
It is
equivalent to the English expression,
" Thrice Greeting."
Salute Mason. Among the Stonemasons of Germany, in the Middle Ages,

and most probably introduced by them into
England, a distinction was made between

Salomonis Sanctiflcatus Illnmi-

the Orusamaurer or Wortmaurer, the Salute
Mason or Word Mason, and the Schriftof the reigning Master or third class of the maurer or Letter Mason. The Salute MaIlluminated Chapter according to the Swed- sons had signs, words, and other modes of
ish system.
recognition by which they could make
Salsette. An island in the Bay of Bom- themselves known to each other while the
bay, celebrated for stupendous caverns exca- Letter Masons, who were also called Briefvated artificially out of the solid rock, with trdger or Letter Bearers, had no mode,
a labor which must, says Mr. Grose, have when they visited strange Lodges, of prov-

natus,

Magnus

Jeliova.

The

title

;

:

;

SAMARIA
ing themselves, except by the certificates
or written testimonials which they brought
with them.^ Thus, in the " examination of
a German Stonemason," which has been
published in Fallow's Mysterien der Freimaurerei, (p. 25,) and copied thence by
Findel, we find these questions proposed to
a visiting brother, and the answers thereto
" Warden. Stranger, are you a Letter
Mason or a Salute Mason ?
" Stranger. I am a Salute Mason.
" Warden. How shall I know you to be

SAN
tans.

One
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was, that they denied the au-

any of the Scriptures except the
Pentateuch another was that they asserted
that it was on Mount Gerizim, and not
on Mount Moriah, that Melchizedek met
Abraham when returning from the slaughter of the kings, and that here also he came
to sacrifice Isaac, whence they paid no
reverence to Moriah as the site of the
" Holy House of the Lord." A few of the
They do not
sect still remain at Nabulus.
exceed one hundred and fifty. They have
such?
a high priest, and observe all the feasts of
" Stranger. By my salute and words of the ancient Jews, and especially that of the
my mouth."
Passover, which they keep on Mount GeriSRiuarla. A city situated near the zim with all the formalities of the ancient
centre of Palestine, and built by Omri, rites.
king of Israel, about 925 B. c. It was the
Samotbracian Mysteries. The
metropolis of the kingdom of Israel, or of Mysteries of the Cabiri are sometimes so
the ten tribes, and was, during the exile, called because the principal seat of their
peopled by many Pagan foreigners sent to celebration was in the island of Samothrace.
supply the place of the deportated inhabi- "I ask," says Voltaire, {Diet. Phil.,) "who
tants.
Hence it became a seat of idolatry, were these Hierophants, these sacred Freeand was frequently denounced by the masons, who celebrated their Ancient Mysprophets. See Samaritans.
teries of Samothracia, and whence came
Samaritan, Oood. See Good Sama- they and their gods Cabiri ?" See Cabiri,
ritan.

Samaritans. The

Samaritans were
originally the descendants of the ten revolted tribes who had chosen Samaria for their
metropolis. Subsequently, the Samaritans
were conquered by the Assyrians under Shalmaneser, who carried the greater part of
the inhabitants into captivity, and introduced colonies in their place from Babylon,
Cultah, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim.
These colonists, who assumed the name of
Samaritans, brought with them of course
the idolatrous creed and practices of the region from which they emigrated. The Samaritans, therefore, at the time of the rebuilding of the second Temple, were an
idolatrous race, and as such abhorrent to
the Jews. Hence, when they asked permission to assist in the pious work of rebuilding the Temple, Zerubbabel, with the
rest of the leaders, replied, " Ye have nothing
to do with us to build a house unto our
God but we ourselves together will build
unto the Lord God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, has commanded us."
Hence it was that, to avoid the possibility of these idolatrous Samaritans polluting the holy work by their co-operation,
Zerubbabel found it necessary to demand of
every one who offered himself as an assistant
in the undertaking that he should give an
accurate account of his lineage, and prove
himself to have been a descendant (which
no Samaritan could be) of those faithful
Giblemites who worked at the building of
the first Temple.
There were many points of religious difference between the Jews and the Samari;

thority of

;

Mysteries

of.

Sanctuary. The Holy

of Holies in
the Temple of Solomon. See Holy of Holies.
Sanctorum. Latin for

Sanctum

Holy of Holies, which

see.

Sandwich Islands.
was

Freemasonry

introduced into those far islands
of the Pacific by the Grand Orient of
France, which issued a Dispensation for the
establishment of a Lodge about 1848, or
perhaps earlier but it was not prosperous,
and soon became dormant. In 1852, the
Grand Lodge of California granted a Warrant to Hawaiian Lodge, No. 21, on its
first

;

at Honolulu.
Eoyal Arch and
Templar Masonry have both been since introduced.
Honolulu Chapter was established in 1859, and Honolulu Commandery

register

in 1871.

San Graal. Derived, probably, from
the old Frpnch, sang real, the true blood
although other etymologies have been proThe San Graal is represented, in legendary history, as being an emerald dish
in which our Lord had partaken of the last
supper. Joseph of Arimathea, having furposed.

ther sanctified

it

by receiving into

it

the

blood issuing from the five wounds, afterwards carried it to England. Subsequently
it disappeared in consequence of the sins of
the land, and was long lost sight of. When
Merlin established the Knights of the Bound
Table, he told them that the San Graal
should be discovered by one of them, but
that he only could see it who was without
sin.
One day, when Arthur was holding a
high feast with his Knights of the Round
Table, the San Graal suddenly appeared to

;

SANHEDRIM
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him and

SASH
and then

to all his chivalry,

as

disappeared. The consequence
was that all the knights took upon them
a solemn vow to seek the Holy Dish. " The
quest of the San Graal " became one of the
most prominent myths of what has been
called the Arthuric cycle. The old French
romance of the Morte d' Arthur, which was,
published by Caxton in 1485, contains the
adventures of Sir Galahad in search of the
San Graal. There are several other romances of which this wonderful vessel, invested with the most marvellous properties,
is the subject.
The quest of the San Oraal
very forcibly reminds us of the search for
the Lost Word.
The symbolism is precisely
the same,
the loss and the recovery being
but the lesson of death and eternal life,
so that the San Graal in the Arthurian
myth, and the Lost Word in the Masonic
legend, seem to be identical in object and
design. Hence it is not surprising that a

suddenly

—

French

writer,

—

M. de Caumont, should have

said [Bulletin Monument., p. 129,) that " the
poets of the twelfth and fourteenth centuries, who composed the romances of the
Round Table, made Joseph of Arimathea
the chief of a military and religious Free-

masonry."

Sanhedrim. The

highest judicial
the Jews. It consisted of
seventy-two persons beside the high priest.
It is supposed to have originated with Moses, who instituted a council of seventy on
the occasion of a rebellion of the Israelites
in the wilderness.
The room in which the
Sanhedrim met was a rotunda, half of which
was built without the Temple and half
within, the latter part being that in which
the judges sat. The Nasi, or prince, who
was generally the high priest, sat on a
throne at the end of the hall his deputy,
called Ab-beth-din, at his right hand ; and
the sub-deputy, or Chacan, at his left
the other senators being ranged in order on
each side. Most of the members of this
council were priests or Levites, though men
in private stations of life were not excluded.
According to the English system of the
Eoyal Arch, a Chapter of Eoyal Arch Masons represents the Sanhedrim, and therefore it IS a rule that it shall never consist
of more than seventy-two members, although a smaller number is competent to
transact any business. This theory is an
erroneous one, for in the time of Zerubbabel there was no Sanhedrim, that tribunal having been first established after the
Macedonian conquest. The place in the
Temple where the Sanhedrim met was
called " Gabbatha," or the " Pavement " it
was a room whose floor was formed of
ornamental square stones, and it is from
this that the Masonic idea has probably
tribunal

among

;

;

arisen that the floor of the Lodge
sellated or Mosaic pavement.

is

a

tes-

Sapicole, Tlie. Thory says that a
degree by this name is cited in the nomenclature of Fustier, and is also found in the
collection of Viany.

Sapphire. Hebrew,

~)»3D-

The

sec-

in the second row of the high
priest's breastplate, and was appropriated
The chief priest
to the tribe of Naphtali.
of the Egyptians wore round his neck an
image of truth and justice made of sapphire.
ISara«ens. Although originally only

ond stone

an Arab tribe, the word Saracens was afterwards applied to all the Arabs who embraced the tenets of Mohammed. The
Crusaders especially designated as Saracens

those

Mohammedans who had

in-

vaded Europe, and whose possession of the
Holy Land gave rise not only to the Crusades, but to the organization of the military and religious orders of Templars and
Hospitallers, whose continual wars with the
Saracens constitute the most important
chapters of the history of those times.

Sardius. Hebrew, CDnX> Odem. The
first

stone in

the

first

row of the high

a species of cornelian of a blood-red color, and was appropriated to the tribe of Eeuben.
pretended exposition of
Sarsena.
priest's breastplate.

It is

A

Freemasonry, published at BaUmberg, Germany, in 1816, under the title of " Sarsena,
or the Perfect Architect," created a great
sensation at the time among the initiated
and the profane. It professed to contain
the history of the origin of the Order, and
the various opinions upon what it should
be, " faithfully described by a true and perfect brother, and extracted from the papers
which he left behind him." Like all other
expositions, it contained, as Gadicke remarks, very little that was true, and of that
which was true nothing that had not been
said before.
Sash. The old regulation on the subject of wearing sashes in a procession is in
the following words: "None but officers,
_

who must always be Master Masons,

are

permitted to wear sashes; and this decoration is only for particular officers."
In
this country the wearing of the sash appears, very properly, to be confined to the
W.'. Master, as a distinctive badge of his
office.

The sash is worn by all the companions
of the Royal Arch degree, and is of a scarlet
color, with the words " Holiness to the Lord "
inscribed upon it. These were the words
placed upon the mitre of the high priest
of the Jews.
In the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, the white sash is a decoration of the
thirty-third degree.
recent decree of the

A

SATRAP

SCALD

Supreme Council of the Southern

Jurisdiction confines Its use to honorary members, while active members only wear the
collar.

sash, or scarf, is analogous to the
Zennar, or sacred cord, placed upon the
candidate in the initiation Into the mysteries of India, and which every Brahman
was compelled to wear. This cord was

woven with great solemnity, and being put
upon the left shoulder, passed over to the
right side and hung down as low as the
fingers could reach.

Satrap. The

title

given by the Greek

writers to the Persian governors of provinces before Alexander's conquest. It is
from the Persian word scttraJb. The authorized version calls them the " king's lieutenants ; " the Hebrew, achashdarpenim,
which is doubtless a Persian word HebraIt was these satraps who gave the
ized.
Jews so much trouble in the rebuilding of
the Temple. They are alluded to in the

congeneric degrees of Knight of the
Cross and Prince of Jerusalem.

Savalette de lianges.

Red

Founder of

the Rite of Philalethes at Paris, in 1773.
He was also the President and moving
spirit of the Masonic Congress at Paris,
which met in 1785 and 1787 for the purpose of discussing many important points
in reference to Freemasonry. The zeal and
energy of Savalette de Langes had succeeded in collecting for the Lodge of the
Philalethes a valuable cabinet of natural
history and a library containing many
manuscripts and documents of great importance. His death, which occurred soon
after the beginning of the French revolution, and the political troubles that ensued,
caused the dispersion of the members and
the loss of a great part of the collection. The
remnant subsequently came into the possession of the Lodges of St. Alexander of
Scotland, and of the Social Contrat, which
constituted the Philosophic Scottish Rite.
Sayers, Anthony. At the revival
in 1717, " Mr. Anthony Sayers, gentleman," was elected Grand Master. He was
succeededin the next yearbyGeorge Payne,
Esq. In 1719, he was appointed Senior

Grand Warden by Grand Master Desagu-

He

ent in the

is last

mentioned as being presin 1730, when he

Grand Lodge

appeared in the procession as the oldest
Past Grand Master. It is to be regretted
that no records of this proto-Grand Master

Grand Lodge of England
have been preserved. A portrait of him by
Highmore, the celebrated painter, is in
of the revived

existence, mezzotinto copies of

not

mock

procession in derision of the FreemaSir John Hawkins, speaking, in his
Life of Johnson, (p. 336,) of Paul Whitehead, says " In concert with one Carey, a
surgeon, he planned and exhibited a procession along the Strand of persons on foot
and on horseback, dressed for the occasion,
carrying mock ensigns and the symbols of
Freemasonry; the design of which was to
expose to laughter the insignia and ceremonies of that mysterious institution and
it was not until thirty years afterwards that
the Fraternity recovered from the disgrace
which so ludicrous a representation had
brought on it."
The incorrectness of this
last statement will be evident to all who
are acquainted with the successftil progress
made by Freemasonry between the years
1741 and 1771, during which time Sir John
Hawkins thinks that it was languishing
under the blow dealt by the mock procession of the Scald Miserables.
better and fuller account is contained
in the London Daily Post of March 20,

sons.

:

The

liers.
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which

are

uncommon.

Scald Miserables.

A

name

given
to a set of persons who, in 1741, formed a
44
4M

;

A

1741. "Yesterday, some mock Freemasons
marched through Pall Mall and the Strand
as far as Temple Bar in procession first
went fellows on jackasses, with cows' horns
in their hands; then a kettle-drummer on
a jackass, having two butter firkins for
kettle-drums; then followed two carts
drawn by jackasses, having in them the
;

stewards with several badges of their
order then came a mourning-coach drawn
by six horses, each of a different color and
size, in which were the Grand Master and
Wardens; the whole attended by a vast
mob. They stayed without Temple Bar
till the Masons came by, and paid their
compliments to them, who returned the
same with an agreeable humor that possibly disappointed the witty contriver of
this mock scene, whose misfortune is that,
though he has some wit, his subjects are generally so ill chosen that he loses by it as
many friends as other people of more
judgment gain."
April 27th, being the day of the annual
feast, "a number of shoe-cleaners, chimney-sweepers, etc., on foot and in carts,
with ridiculous pageants carried before
them, went in procession to Temple Bar, by
few
way of jest on the Freemasons."
days afterwards, says the same journal,
" several of the Mock Masons were taken
up by the constable empowered to impress
men for his Majesty's service, and confined until they can be examined by the
;

A

justices."
It was, as

242,) very

Hone remarks, {Anc. Myat., p.
common to indulge in satirical

pageants, which were accommodated to the
amusement of the vulgar, and he mentions
this procession as one of the kind.
plate

A

"

:
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'

SCALLOP-SHELL

mock procession was engraved by was issued to discontinue all public procesA. Benoist, a drawing-master, under the sions on feast days, on account of a mock
title of " A Geometrical View of the Grand
procession which had been planned, at a
Procession of the Scald Miserable Masons, considerable expense, by some prejudiced
designed as they were drawn up over persons, with a view to ridicule these pubagainst Somerset House in the Strand, on lic cavalcades." Smith is not altogether
the 27th day of April, Auno 1742." Of accurate. There is no doubt that the ultithis plate there is a copy in Clavel's His- mate effect of the mock procession was to
toire PUtoresgue.
With the original plate put an end to what was called " the march
Benoist published a key, as follows, which of procession " on the feast day, but that
perfectly agrees with the copy of the plate effect did not show itself until 1767, in
in Clavel
which year it was resolved that it should in
" No. 1. The grand Sword- Bearer, or Ty- future be discontinued.
ler, carrying the Swoard of State, (a presScales, Pair of. " Let me be weighed
ent of Ishmael Abiff to old Hyram, King in an even balance,'' said Job, "that
of the Saracens,) to his Grace of Wattin, God may know mine integrity ;" and SoloGrand Master of the Holy Lodge of St. mon says that " a false balance is abominaJohn of Jerusalem in Clerkenwell. 2. tion to the Lord, but a just weight is his
Tylers or Guarders. 3. Grand Chorus of delight." So we find that among the anInstruments. 4. The Stewards, in three cients a balance, or pair of scales, was a
Gutt-carts drawn by Asses. 5. Two famous well-known recognized symbol of a strict
Pillars.
the Sun, observation of justice and fair dealing.
6. Three great Lights
Hieroglyphical, to rule the Day the Moon, This symbolism is also recognized in MaEmblematical, to rule the Night a Master sonry, and hence in the degree of Princes
Mason, Political, to rule his Lodge. 7. of Jerusalem, the duty of which is to adThe Entered Prentice's Token. 8. The let- minister justice in the inferior degrees, a
ter G, famous in Masonry for differencing pair of scales is the most important symbol.
the Fellow Craft's Lodge from that of
Scallop - Shell. The scallop - shell,
Prentices. 9. The Funeral of a Grand Mas- the staff, and sandals form a part of the coster according to the Rites of the Order, with tume of a Masonic Knight Templar in his
the Fifteen loving Brethren. 10. A Master character as a Pilgrim Penitent. ShakeMason's Lodge. 11. Grand Band of Mu- speare makes Ophelia sing,
sick. 12. Two Trophies one being that of
"And how shall I my true love know
a Black-shoe Boy and a Sink Boy, the
From any other one?
other that of a Chimney-Sweeper. 13. The
O, by his scallop-shell and staflF,
Equipage of the Grand Master, all the AtAnd by his sandal shoon
teudante wearing Mystical Jewells."
The historical mock procession of the
The scallop-shell was in the Middle
Scald Miserables was, it thus appears, that Ages the recognized badge of a pilgrim so
which occurred on April 27, and not the much so, that Dr. Clarke [Travels, ii. 538,)
preceding one of March 20, which may have has been led to say " It is not easy to acbeen only a feeler, and having been well re- count for the origin of the shell as a badge
ceived by the populace there might have worn by the pilgrims, but it decidedly rebeen an encouragement for its repetition. fers to much earlier Oriental customs than
But it was not so popular with the higher the journeys of Christians to the Holy
classes, who felt a respect for Freemasonry,
Land, and its history will probably be
and were unwilling to see an indignity put found in the mythology of eastern naupon it. A writer in the London Freema- tions." He is right as to the question of
son' Maffazine{18oS,l.,875,) says: "The antiquity, for the shell was an ancient symcontrivers of the mock procession were at bol of the Syrian goddess Astarte, Venus
that time said to be Paul Whitehead, Esq., Pelagia, or Venus rising from the sea. But
and his intimate friend (whose real Chris- it is doubtful whether its use by pilgrims is
tian name was Esquire) Carey, of Pall to be traced to so old or so Pagan an auMall, surgeon to Frederick, "Prince of thority. Strictly, the scallop-shell was the
Wales. The city officers did not suffer this badge of pilgrims visiting the shrine of St.
procession to go through Temple Bar, the James of Compostella, and hence it is called
common report then being that its real by naturalists the pecten Jacobceus the
interest was to affront the annual proces- comb shell of St. James. Fuller {Ch. Mist.,
sion of the Freemasons. The Prince was ii., 228,) says: "All pilgrims that visit St.
so much offended at this piece of ridicule, James of Cotnpostella in Spain returned
that he immediately removed Carey from thence obsiU conchis, all beatielled about
the office he held under him."
on their clothes, as a religious donative
Smith ( Use and Abuse of Preemas., p. 78,) there bestowed upon them." Pilgrims were,
"
says that about this time (1742) an order in fact, in mediseval times distinguished by
of the

:

;

;

—

;

!

;

:

—

'

:
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SCHAW

the peculiar badge which they wore, as
designating tlie shrine which they had
visited.
Thus pilgrims from Eome wore
the keys, those from St. James the scallopshell, and those from the Holy Land palm
branches, whence such a pilgrim was sometimes called a, palmer. But this distinction
was not always rigidly adhered to, and pilgrims from Palestine frequently wore the
shell.
At first the shell was sewn on the
cloak, but afterwards transferred to the
hat; and while, in the beginning, the badge
was not assumed until the pilgrimage was
accomplished, eventually pilgrims began to
wear it as soon as they had taken their vow
of pilgrimage, and before they had commenced their journey.
Both of these changes have been adopted in the Templar ritual. The pilgrim,
although symbolically making his pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre in Palestine, adopts the shell more properly belonging to the pilgrimage to Compostella and
adopts it, too, not after his visit to the
shrine, but as soon as he has assumed the
character of a pilgrim, which, it will be seen
from what has been said, is historically correct, and in accordance with the later practice of mediaeval pilgrims.
Scandinariaa Mysteries. See
Gothic Mysteries.
Scarlet. See Bed.

usefuUypresents by living action. Throughout America, in every State excepting
Pennsylvania, the initiation into the third
degree constitutes a scenic representation.
The latter State alone preserves the less
impressive didactic method of the English

Scenic Representations. In the
Ancient Mysteries scenic representations
were employed to illustrate the doctrines of
the re.surrection, which it was their object

the English manuscripts, it difiers materially from them in many particulars.
Masters, Fellow Crafts, and Apprentices
are spoken of, but simply as gradations of
rank, not as degrees, and the word " Ludge "
or Lodge is constantly used to define the
place of meeting. The government of the
Lodge was vested in the Warden, Deacons,
and Masters, and these the Fellow Crafts
and Apprentices were to obey. The highest officer of the Craft is called the General
Warden. The Manuscript is in possession
of the Lodge of Edinburgh, but has sevfirst in the
eral times been published
Laws and Constitutions of tlie Grand Lodge
of Scotland, in 1848 then in the American
edition of that work, published by Dr.
Kobert Morris, in the ninth volume of the
Universal Masonic Library ; afterwards by
W. A. Laurie, in 1859, in his History of
Freemasonry and the Grand Lodge of Scotland; and lastly, by W. J. Hughan, in his
Unpublished Records of the Craft.

;

Thus the allegory of the inito inculcate.
tiation was more deeply impressed, by being brought vividly to the sight as well as
Thus, too, in
to the mind of the aspirant.
the religious mysteries of the Middle Ages,
the moral lessons of Scripture were dramatized for the benefit of the people who beheld them.
The Christian virtues and
graces often assumed the form of personages
in these religious plays, and fortitude, prudence, temperance, and justice appeared
before the spectators as living and acting
beings, inculcating by their actions and by
the plot of the drama those lessons which
would not have been so well received or
so thoroughly understood, if given merely
in a didactic form. The advantage of these
scenic representations, consecrated by antiquity and tested by long experience, is
well exemplified in the ritual of the third
degree of Masonry, where the dramatization of the great legend gives to the initiation a singular force and beauty. It is surprising, therefore, that the English system
never adopted, or, if adopted, speedily discarded, the drama of the third degree, but
gives only in the form of a narrative what
the American system more wisely and more

system.

The
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rituals of the continent of

Europe pursue the same scenic form of initiation, and it is therefore most probable
that this was the ancient usage, and that
the present English ritual is of comparatively recent date.
Sceptre. An ensign of sovereign authority, and hence carried in several of the
high degrees by officers who represent

Scliaw Manuscript. This is a code
of laws for the government of ihe Operative Masons of Scotland, drawn up by
William Schaw, the Master of the Work
to James VI.
It bears the following title
" The Statutis and Ordinanceis to be obseruit be all the Maister-Maissounis within
this realrae sett

down be Williame Schaw,

Wark

to his Maieste and gensaid Craft, with the
consent of the Maisteris efter specifeit."
As will be perceived by this title, it is in
the Scottish dialect. It is written on paper, and dated XXVIII December, 1598.

Maister of
erall

Wardene of the

Although containing substantially the genwhich are to be found in

eral regulations

—

;

Scbair, William.

A name which is

intimately connected with the history of
Freemasonry in Scotland. For the particulars of his life, I am principally indebted
to the writer of "Appendix Q. 2," in the

Grand Lodge of Scotland.
William Schaw was born in the year
1550, and was probably a son of Schaw of
Sauchie, in the shire of Clackmannon. He
Constitutions of the

—

SCHAW

SCHISMS

appears from an early period of life to
have been connected witn the royal household. In proof of this we may refer to his
signature attached to the original parchment deed of the National Covenant, which
was signed by King James VI. and his
household at the Palace of Holyrood, 28th
January, 1580-1. In 1584, Schaw became
successor to Sir Eobert Drummond, of Carnock, as Master of Works. This high oflScial appointment placed under his superintendence all the royal buildings and palaces
in Scotland; and in the Treasurer's accounts of a subsequent period various sums
are entered as having been paid to him in
connection with these buildings for improvements, repairs, and additions. Thus,
in September, 1585, the sum of £315 was
paid "to William Schaw, his Majestie's
Maister of Wark, for the reparation and

tion of £20,000" granted by the Eoyal
Buroughs in Scotland, the sum to be expended "in biggin and repairing of his
Hienes Palice of Halyrud-house," 14th
March, 1589-90. Subsequent payments to
Schaw occur in the Treasurer's accounts for
broad scarlet cloth and other stuff for
" burde claythes and coverings to forms and
windows bayth in the Kirk and Palace of
Halyrud-house." On this occasion various
sums were also paid by a precept from the
king for dresses, etc., to the ministers and
others connected with the royal household.
On this occasion William Schaw, Maister
of Wark, received £133 6«. 8rf. The queen
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mending of the Castell of Striueling," and
in May, 1590, £400, by his Majesty's
precept, was " dely verit to William Schaw,
the Maister of Wark, for reparation of the
hous of Dumfermling, befoir the Queen's
Majestic passing thairto."
Sir James Melville, in his Memoirs, mentions that, being appointed to receive the
three Danish Ambassadors who came to
Scotland in 1585, (with overtures for an
alliance with one of the daughters of Frederick II.,) he requested the king that two
other persons might be joined with him,

was crowned on the 17th May, and two
days following she made her first public
entrance into Edinburgh. The inscription
on Schaw's monument states that he was,
in addition to his office of Master of the
Works, "Sacris ceremoniis prsepositus"
and "ReginsB Quaestor," which Monteith
has translated "Sacrist and Queen's Chamberlain." This appointment of Chamberlain evinces the high regard in which the
queen held him but there can be no doubt
that the former words relate to his holding the office of General Warden of the ceremonies of the Masonic Craft, an office
analogous to that of Substitute Grand Master as now existing in the Grand Lodge of
;

Scotland.

William Schaw died April 18, 1602, and
and for this purpose he named Schaw and was buried in the Abbey Church of DunJames Meldrum, of Seggie, one of the Lords fermline, where a monument was erected
of Session. It further appears that Schaw to his memory by his grateful mistress, the
had been employed in various missions to Queen. On this monument is his name
France. He accompanied James VI. to and monogram cut in a marble slab, which,
Denmark in the winter of 1589, previous tradition says, was executed by his own
to the king's marriage with the Princess hand, and containing his Mason's mark,
Anna of Denmark, which was celebrated at and an inscription in I^atin, in which he is
Upslo, in Norway, on the 23d of November. described as one imbued with every liberal
The king and his attendants remained dur- art and science, most skilful in architecing the winter season n Denmark, but Schaw ture, and in labors and business not only
returned to Scotland on the 16th of March, unwearied and indefatigable, but ever as1589-90, for the purpose of making the siduous and energetic. No man appears,
necessary arrangements for the reception from the records, to have lived with more
of the wedding party.
Schaw brought of the commendation, or died with more of
with him a paper subscribed by the king, the regret of others, than this old Scottish^
containing tne " Ordour set down be his Mason.
>
Majestie to be effectuate be his Heines
Scbismatic. Thory {Hkt. de la Fond,
Secreit Counsall, and preparit agarie his du 0. 0.) thus calls the brethren who, exMajestie's returne in Scotland," dated in pelled by the Grand Lodge of France, had
February, 1589-90.
The king and his formed, in the year 1772, a rival body unroyal bride arrived in Leith on the 1st of der the name of the National Assembly.
May, and remained there six days, in a Any body of Masons separating from the
building called " The King's Work," until legal obedience, and establishing a new
the Palace of Holyrood was prepared for one not authorized by the laws of Matheir reception.
Extensive alterations had sonry,
such, for instance, as the Grand
evidently been made at this time at Holy- Lodge of Ancients in England, or the
rood, as a warrant was issued by the Pro- Saint John's Grand Lodge in New York,
vost and Council of Edinburgh to deliver is properly schismatic.
to William Schaw, Maister of Wark, the
Scblsms. This, which was originally
gum of £1000, " restand of the last taxa- an ecclesiastical term, and signifies, as Mili

i

—

SCHISMS

SCHNEIDER

t»n defines it, " a rent or division in the
church when it comes to the separating of
congregations," is unfortunately not un-

instances of Masonic schism.
Thus, in
Massachusetts, by the establishment in
1752 of the St. Andrew's Grand Lodge in
South Carolina, by the formation of the
Grand Lodge of York Masons in 1787 in
Louisiana, in 1848, by the institution of
the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons;
and in New York, by the establishment
in 1823 of the St. John's Grand Lodge;
and in 1849 by the formation of the body
known as the Philip's Grand Lodge. In
all of these
instances a reconciliation
eventually took place nor is it probable
that schisms will often occur, because the
principle of exclusive territorial jurisdiction has been now so well settled and so
universally recognized, that no seceding or
schismatic body can expect to receive the
countenance or support of any of the
Grand Lodges of the Union.
There are these essential points of differ-

known

in Masonic history.
It is in Masonic, as in canon law, a withdrawing from
recognized authority, and setting up some
other authority in its place.
The first
schism recorded after the revival of 1717,
was that of the Duke of Wharton, who, in
1722, caused himself to be irregularly nominated and elected Grand Master. Ilis ambition is assigned in the Book of Constitutions as the cause, and his "authority was
disowned " by all those," says Anderson,
"who would not countenance irregulari-

But the breach was healed by
Grand Master Montague, who, resigning
his claim to the chair, caused Wharton to
be regularly elected and installed.
The
second schism in England was of longer
duration.
It commenced with the with-

ties."

drawal of several dissatisfied brethren from
the legitimate Grand Lodge in 1738, and
the subsequent organization of a schismatic body known as the Grand Lodge of
the Ancients.
This schism lasted until
1813, when it was healed by the reconciliation and union of the two Grand Lodges;
but the effects of so great a separation, both
as to the time of its continuance and the extent of country over which it spread, are
still felt by the Institution.
In France,
although irregular Lodges began to be instituted as early as 1756, the first active
schism is to be dated from 1761, when the
dancing- master Lacorne, whom the respectable Masons refused to recognize as
the substitute of De Clermont the Grand
Master, formed, with his adherents, an independent and rival Grand Lodge ; the
members of which, however, became reconciled to the legal Grand Lodge the next
year, and again became schismatic in 1765.
In fact, from 1761 until the organization
of the Grand Orient in 1772, the history
of Masonry in France is but a history of
schisms.
In Germany, in consequence of the Germanic principle of Masonic law that two
or more controlling bodies may exist at the
same time and in the same place with concurrent and coextensive jurisdiction, it is
legally impossible that there ever should
Lodge or any number of
be a schism.
Lodges may withdraw from the parent
stock and assume the standing and prerogatives of a mother Lodge with powers
of constitution or an independent Grand
Lodge, and its regularity would be indisputable, according to the German interpretation of the law of territorial jurisdiction.
Such an act of withdrawal would be a secession, but not a schism.
In this country, there have been several

A
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;

;

;

ence between ecclesiastical and Masonic
schism; the former, once occurring, most
generally remains perpetual. Reconciliation with a parent church is seldom effected.
The schisms of Calvin and Luther
at the time of the Reformation led to the
formation of the Protestant Churches, who
can never be expected to unite with the
Roman Church, from which they separated.
The Quakers, the Baptists, the Methodists,
and other sects which seceded from the
Church of England, have formed permanent religious organizations, between whom
and the parent body from which they
separated there is a breach which will
probably never be healed. But all Masonic schisms, as experience has shown,
have been temporary in their duration,
The
and sometimes very short lived.
spirit of Masonic brotherhood which continues to pervade both parties, always
leads, sooner or later, to a reconciliation
and a reunion concessions are mutually
made, and compromises effected, by which
the schismatic body is again merged in the
parent association from which it had se;

ceded.
Another difference is this, a religious schismatic body is not necessarily an
illegal one, nor does it always profess a
system of false doctrine. "A schism," says
Milton, " may happen to a true church, as
But a Masonic schism
well as to a false."
it violates the law of exis always illegal
clusive jurisdiction; and a schismatic body
cannot be recognized as possessing any of
the rights or prerogatives which belong
alone to the supreme dogmatic Masonic
power of the State.
:

Schneider, JTotaann August.

A

zealous and learned Mason of Altenburg,
in Germany, where he was born May 22,
1755, and died August 13, 1816. Besides
contributing many valuable articles to va-

;

SCHOOLS

SCHEOEDER

rious Masonic journals, he was the compiler of the " Constitutions-Buch " of the
Lodge " Archimedes zu den drei Reissbretten " at Altenburg, in which he had been

keeper of a coffee-house in Leipsic, where,
having obtained a quantity of Masonic,
Rosicrucian, and magical books, he opened,
in 1768, what he called a Scottish Lodge,
and pretended that he had been commissioned by Masonic superiors to destroy the
system of Strict Observance, whose adherents he abused and openly insulted. He
boasted that he alone possessed the great
secret of Freemasonry, and that nearly all
the German Masons were utterly ignorant
of anything about it except its external
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and of which he was a member;
an important but scarce work, containing
a history of Masonry, and other valuable

initiated,

Schools.

None of the

charities of

Freemasonry have been more important
or more worthy of approbation than those
which have been directed to the establish-

He declared that he was an
schools for the education of the forms.
orphan children of Masons; and it is a anointed priest, having pqwer over spirits,
very proud feature of the Order, tliat insti- who were compelled to appear at his will
tutions of this kind are to be found in and obey his commands, by which means
every country where Freemasonry has he became acquainted not only with the
made a lodgment as an organized society. past and the present, but even with the fuIn England, the Royal Freemasons' Girls' ture. It was in thus pretending to evoke
School was established in 1789. In 1798, a .spirits that his Masonry principally consimilar one for boys was founded. At a very sisted. Many persons became his dupes
early period charity schools were erected and although they soon discovered the imby the Lodges in Germany, Denmark, and posture, shame at being themselves deSweden. The Masons of Holland insti- ceived prevented them from revealing the
tuted a school for the blind in 1808. In truth to others, and thus his initiations
the United States much attention has been continued for a considerable period, and he
paid to this subject. In 1842, the Grand was enabled to make some money, the only
Lodge of Missouri instituted a Masonic real object of his system. He has himself
college, and the example was followed by asserted, in a letter to a Prussian clergyseveral other Grand Lodges. But colleges man, that he was an emissary of the Jesuhave been found too unwieldy and compli- its but of the truth of this we have only
ment of

;

management for a successful his own unreliable testimony. He left
experiment, and the scheme has generally Leipsic at one time and travelled abroad,
been abandoned- But there are numerous leaving his Deputy to act for him during
cated in their

schools in the United States which are
supported in whole or in part by Masonic

Lodges.

Schools of the Prophets.

Oliver

374,) speaks of " the secret institution of the Nabiim" as existing in the
time of Solomon, and which, he says, were
established by Samuel " to counteract the

(Landm.,

ii.

of the Spurious Freemasonry
which was introduced into Palestine betbre
his time." This claim of a Masonic charprogress

his absence.
On his return he asserted
that he was the natural son of one of the
French princes, and assumed the title of
Baron Von Stein bach. But at length there
was an end to his practices of jugglery.
Seeing that he was beginning to be detected,
fearing exposure, and embarrassed by debt,
he invitecf some of his disciples to accompany him to a wood near Leipsic called

and the oral law, to the religious rites, and
Their
to the interpretation of Scripture.

the Rosenthal, where, on the morning of
Octobers, 1774, having retired to a little distance from the crowd, he blew out his
brains with a pistol. Clavel has thought it
worth while to preserve the memory of this
incident by inserting an engraving representing the scene in his ISiMoire Pittoreaquede la Franc- Ma,gonnerie. Schepferhad
much low cunning, but was devoid of education.
Lenning sums up his character in
saying that he was one of the coarsest and
most impudent swindlers who ever chose
the Masonic brotherhood for his stage of

teaching of what they had learned was

action.

acter for these institutions has been gratuitously assumed by the venerable author.
He referred to the well-known schools of
the Prophets, which were first organized

by Samuel, which lasted from his time to
the closing of the canon of the Old Testament. They were scattered all over Palestine, and consisted of scholars who devoted
themselves to the study of both the written

public, not secret, nor did they in any way
resemble, as Oliver suggests, the Masonic
Lodges of the present day. They were, in
their organization, rather like our modern
theological colleges, though their range
of studies was very different.
•

Schrepfer,

Johann Georg.

Schroeder, Friederich Joseph

A doctor and professor of
pharmacology in Marburg; was born at
Bielefeld, in Prussia, March 19, 1733, and
died October 27, 1778. Of an infirm constitution from his youth, he still further
The impaired hia bodily health and his mental
Wilhelm.

SCHROEDEK

SCIENTIFIC

by hia devotion to chemical, alchemical, and theosophic pursuits.
He
established at Marburg, in 1766, a Chapter
of True and Ancient Rose Croix Masons,
and in 1779 he organized in a Lodge of
Sarreburg a school or Rite, founded on
magic, theosophy, and alchemy, which consisted of seven degrees, four high degrees
founded on these occult sciences being superadded to the original three symbolic deThis Rite, called the "Rectified
grees.
Rose Croix," was only practised by two
Lodges under the Constitution of the Grand
Clavel calls him
Lodge of Hamburg.
the Cagliostro of Grermany, because it was
in his school that the Italian charlatan
learned his first lessons of magic and theosophy. Oliver, misunderstanding Clavel,
styles him an adventurer. But it is perhaps
more just that we should attribute to hira
a diseased imagination and misdirected
studies than a bad heart or impure practices.
He must not be confounded with
Fried. Ludwig Schroeder, who was a man
of a very different character.

may be its defects in the
estimation of others, has become very popular among many German Masons. He
started out with the theory that, as Free-

faculties

Schroeder, Friedrich liUdwig.
An actor and a dramatic and Masonic writborn at Schwerin, Nov. 3, 1744, and died
near Hamburg, Sept. 3, 1816. He commenced life as an actor at Vienna, and was
er,

so distinguished in his profession that Hofimann says " he was incontestably the greatest actor that Germany ever had, and equally eminent in tragedy and comedy." As an
active, zealous Mason, he acquired a high
character.
Bode himself, a well-known
his intimate friend.
Through
his influence, he was initiated into Freemasonry, in 1774, in the Lodge Emanuel
soon after himself
zur Maienblume.
established a new Lodge working in the

Mason, was

He

system of Zinnendorf, but which did not
long remain in existence. Schroeder then
went to Vienna, where he remained until
On
1785, when he returned to Hamburg.
his return, he was elected by his old friends
the Master of the Lodge Emanuel, which
In 1794
ofllce he retained until 1799.
he was elected Deputy Grand Master
of the English Provincial Grand Lodge of
Lower Saxony, and in 1814, in the seventieth year of his life, he was induced to accept the Grand Mastership. It was after
his election, in 1787, as Master of the Lodge

Emanuel at Hamburg, that he first resolved
to devote himself to a thorough reformation
of the Masonic system, which had been
much corrupted on the continent by the invention of almost innumerable high degrees,
many of which found their origin in the
fantasies of Alchemy, Rosicrucianism, and
Hermetic Philosophy. It is to this resolution, thoroughly executed, that we owe the
Masonic scheme known as Schroeder's Rite,
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which, whatever

masonry had proceeded from England to
the continent, in the English Book of Constitutions and the Primitive English Ritual
we must look for the pure unadulterated
fountain of Freemasonry.
He accordingly selected the well-known
English Exposition entitled "Jachin and
Boaz " as presenting, in his opinion, the
best formula of the old initiation.
He
therefore translated it into the German language, and, remodelling it, presented it
to the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1801, by
whom it was accepted and established. It
was soon after accepted by many other German Lodges on account of its simplicity.
The system of Schroeder thus adopted consisted of the three degrees of Ancient Craft
Masonry, all the higher degrees being rejected.
But Schroeder found it necessary
to enlarge his system, so as to give to brethren who desired it an opportunity of farther investigation into the philosophy of
Masonry. He, therefore, established an
Engbund, or Select Historical Union, which
should be composed entirely of Master Masons, who were to be engaged in the study
of the different systems and degrees of Freemasonry. The Hamburg Lodges constituted the MuUerbund, or central body, to
which all the other Lodges were to be
united by correspondence.

Of this

system, the error, I think,

by going back to a primitive

is

ritual

that,

which

recognizes nothing higher than the Master's
degree, it rejects all the developments that
have resulted from the labors of the philosophic minds of a century. Doubtless in
the high degrees of the eighteenth century
there was an abundance of chaff, but there
was also much nourishing wheat. Schroeder, with the former, has thrown away the
latter.
He has committed the logical blunder of arguing from the abuse against the
use.
His system, however, has some merit,
and is still practised by the Grand Lodge
of Hamburg.
Schroeder's Bite. See Schroeder,
Friederich Joseph Wilhelm.
Schroeder's System. See Schroeder, Friedrich Ludwig.
Sciences, Liiberal. See Liberal Arts

and Sciences.
Scientific

Masonic Association.

Freimaurer Bund.) A society
founded in 1803 by Fepsler, Mossdorf,
Fischer, and other distinguished Masons,
(Seientifischer

the object being, by the united efforts of its
members, to draw up, with the greatest accuracy and care, and from the most authentic sources, a full and complete history of

;

SCOTLAND

SCOTTISH

Freemasonry, of its origin and objects, from

In the reign of James II., the office of
Graud Patron of Scotland was granted to
William St. Clair, Earl of Orkney and
Caithness and Baron of Roslin, "his heirs
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formation to tlie present day, and
also of the various systems or methods of
working that have been introduced into
the Craft ; such history, together with the
evidence upon which it was founded, was
to be communicated to worthy and zealous
brethren. The members had no peculiar
ritual, clothing, or ceremonies; neither
were they subjected to any fresh obligation
every just and upright Freemason who had
received a liberal education, who was capable of feeling the truth, and desirous of
investigating the mysteries of the Order,
could become a member of this society,
provided the ballot was unanimous, let
him belong to what Grand Lodge be might.
But those whose education had not been
suflSciently liberal to enable them to assist
in those researches were only permitted to
attend the meetings as trusty brethren to
its first

receive instruction.

The tradition of the
Scotland.
Scotch Masons is that Freemasonry was
introduced into Scotland by the architects
who built the Abbey of Kilwinning and
the village of that name bears, therefore,
the same relation to Scotch Masonry that
the city of York does to English. " That
Freemasonry was introduced into Scot;

land," says Laurie, (Hint., p. 89,) "by those
architects who built the Abbey of Kilwinning, is manifest not only from those authentic documents by which the Kilwinning Lodge has been traced back as far as
the end of the fifteenth century, but by
other collateral arguments which amount
almost to a demonstration." In Sir John
Sinclair's Statistical Account of Scotland,
the same statement is made in the follow-

by the king's charter. But,
who then exercised
the Grand Mastership, "taking into consideration that his holding or claiming any
such jurisdiction, right, or privilege might
be prejudicial to the Craft and vocation of
Masonry," renounced his claims, and empowered the Freemasons to choose their

and

successoi's,"

in 1736, the St. Clair

Grand Master.

the work. This architect resided at Kilwinning, and being a good and true Mason,
intimately acquainted with all the arts and
parts of Masonry known on the continent,
was chosen Master of the meetings of the
brethren all over Scotland. He gave rules
for the conduct of the brethren at these
meetings, and decided finally in appeals
from all the other meetings or Lodges in
Scotland." Which statement amounts to
about this that the brethren assembled at
Kilwinning elected a Grand Master (as we
should now call him) for Scotland, and
that the Lodge of Kilwinning became the
Mother Lodge, a title which it has always
assumed.
Manuscripts preserved in the
Advocates' Library of Edinburgh, which
were first published by Laurie, furni.sh
further records of the early progress of
Masonry in Scotland.
:

conseq^uence of this

was the immediate

or-

ganization of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, over whom, for obvious reasons, the
late hereditary Grand Master or Patron

was unanimously called

to preside.

Scotland, Royal Order of.

See

Rorjal Order of Scotland.

A distinguished
Scott, Charles.
Masonic writer of the United States, who
was born at Knoxville, Tennessee, Nov. 12,
1811, and died at Jackson, Mississippi,
June 5, 1861. Bro. Scott was a man of
more than ordinary abilities. In the profession of the law he had a high reputation,
and was for a long period Chancellor of the
State of Mississippi. He was initiated into
Freemasonry in Silas Brown Lodge of
Jackson, in 18-12, and afterwards presided
over the Lodge for many years. He was
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi in 1849 and in 1850, and in 1851
he was elected Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter. He entered the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Eite at New Orleans in 1857, and two years afterwards was
elevated to the thirty-third degree and to
active membership in the Saprome Council
for the Southern Jurisdiction of tlie United
States. As a Masonic writer, Bro. Scott did
good service to the Craft. Besides numer-

"A number of Freemasons
came from the continent to build a monastery there, and with them an architect or
Master Mason to superintend and carry on ous valuable
ing words:

The

act of resignation

essays published in various

Masonic journals, he was the author of two
works of great interest. In 1850 appeared
ITie Analogy of Ancient Craft Masonry to
Natural and Revealed Religion, and in 1856,
The Keystone of the Masonic Arch, a Commentary on the Universal Laws and Principles of Ancient Freemasonry.
The eminently religious spirit which imbued the
whole life and character of Bro. Scott has
led him to indulge, like the venerable Oliver, in the Christianization of Masonry to
an extent that has been deemed objectionable by some. But there are in both of these
works many passages suggestive of valuable Masonic tnought.
Scottish. We use indiscriminately
the word Scotch or Scottish to signify something relating to Scotland. Thus we say
the Scotch Rite or the Scottish Rite ; the
latter is, however, more frequently used by

.

;

SCOTTISH

SCOTTISH

Masonic writers. This lias been objected
to by some purists because the final syllable ish has iu general the signification of
diminution or approximation, as in brackish, saltish, and similar words.
But ish in
Scottish is not a sign of diminution, but is
derived, as in English, Danish, Swedish, etc.,

alone recognized. But suddenly, with the
organization of the Supreme Council,
there arose a new Rite, fabricated by
the adoption of eight more of the continental high degrees, so as to make the
thirty-third and not the twenty-fifth degree
the summit of the Rite.
The Rite consists of thirty-three degrees,
which are divided into seven sections, each
section being under an appropriate jurisdiction, and are as follows

from the German termination ische. The
word is used by the best writers.
Scottish Degrees. The high degrees
invented or adopted by Ramsay, under
the name of Irish degrees, were subsequently called by him Scottish degrees in
reference to his theory of the promulgation of Masonry from Scotland. See Irish
Chapters.

I.

Symbolic Lodge.
1.

Scottisb Master. See Ecossais.
Scottish Rite. French writers call this
the " Ancient and Accepted Kite," but as
the Latin Constitutions of the Order designate it as the " Antiquus Scoticus Eitus
Acceptus," or the " Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite," that title has now been very
generally adopted as the correct name of
the Rite. Although one of the youngest
of the Masonic Rites, having been established not earlier than the year 1801, it is
at this day the most popular and the most
extensively diffused. Supreme Councils or
governing bodies of the Rite are to be
found in almost every civilized country of
the world, and in many of them it is the
only Masonic obedience. The history of
In 1758, a
its organization is briefly this.
body was organized at Paris called the
"Council of Emperors of the East and
This Council organized a Rite
West."
called the " Rite of Perfection," which
consisted of twenty-five degrees, the highest
of which was "Sublime Prince of the
Royal Secret." In 1761, this Council
granted a Patent or Deputation to Stephen
Morin, authorizing him to propagate the
Rite in the Western continent, whither he
was about to repair. In the same year,
Morin arrived at the city of St. Domingo,
where he commenced the dissemination of
'

the Rite, and appointed many Inspectors,
both for the West Indies and for the United

Among others, he conferred the
degrees on M. Hayes, with a power of appointing otliers when necessary. Hayes
accordingly appointed Isaac Da Costa Deputy Inspector-General for South Carolina,
who in 1783 introduced the Rite into that
State by the establishment of a Grand
Lodge of Perfection in Charleston. Other
Inspectors were subsequently appointed,
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2.

3.

Entered Apprentice.
Fellow Craft.
Master Mason.

These are called blue or symbolic deThey are not conferred in England,
Scotland, Ireland, or in the United States,

grees.

because the Supreme Councils of the Rite
have refrained from exercising jurisdiction
through respect to the older authority in
those countries of the York and American
Rite.
II.

Lodge of Perfection.
4.
5.
6.

Secret Master.
Perfect Master.
Intimate Secretary.

Provost aud Judge.
Intendant of the Building.
9. Elected Knight of the Nine.
10. Illustrious Elect of the Fifteen.
1 1 Sublime Kni ghts Elect of the Twelve,
7.

8.

12.

Grand Master Architect.
Knight of the Ninth Arch,

or Royal
Arch of Solomon.
14. Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime
Mason.
13.

III.

Council of Princes of Jerusalem.
15.

Knight of the

16

Prince of Jerusalem.

States.

East.

IV.

Chapter op Rose Croix.
East and West.
Prince Rose Croix.

17. Knigftt of the
18.

Council of Kadosh.

and in 1801 a Supreme Council was opened
19. Grand Pontiff.
in Charleston by John Mitchell and Fred20. Grand Master of Symbolic Lodges.
erick Dalcho. There is abundant evidence
21. Noachite, or Prussian Knight.
in the Archives of the Supreme Council
22. Knight of the Royal Axe, or Prince
twenty-five
the
that
time
up
to
that
Libanus.
of
were
Perfection
Rite
of
degrees of the

4N

:

SCRIPTURES

SCOTTISH
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of
fathers, teaches the divine .authenticity

23. Chief of the Tabernacle.
24. Prince of the Tabernacle.
25. Knight of the Brazen Serpent.
26. Prince of Mercy.
27. Knight Commander of the
28.

Knight

of

authenticity of the Scriptures a necessary

Temple.

or

Sun,

the

Holv Scriptures." In 1845, the Grand
Lodge of Illinois declared a belief in the
the

Prince

Adept.
29.

Grand

Scottish

Knight of

St.

An-

drew.
30.

Knight Kadosh.
VI.

Sublime Princes of
THE EOYAL SECUET.

CoxsiSTOEY OP

Commander.

31.

In.spector Inquisitor

32,

Sublime Prince of the Royal

Secret.

VII.

Supreme Council.
33,

Sovereign Grand Inspector-General.

Scottish

Templars

See Templars

of Scotland.

Scottish Trinitarians. See Prince
of Mercy.

Scribe.

The

Scribe

is

the third officer

Arch Chapter, according to the
American ritual, and is the representative

in a Eoyal

The Safer, or Scribe in the
earlier Scriptures, was a kind of military
secretary ; but in the latter he was a learned
man, and doctor of the laws, who exof Haggai.

Thus Arto the people.
taxerxes calls Ezra the priest, " a Scribe
of the law of the God of heaven." Home
says that the Scribe was the King's Secretary of State, wlio registered all acts and
It is in this sense that Haggai is
decrees.
called the Scribe in Royal Arch Masonry.
In the English system of Royal Arch Masonry there are two Scribes, who represent
Ezra and Nehemiah, and whose position
and duties are those of Secretaries. The
American Scribe is the Third Principal.
The Scribes, according to the English system, appear to be analogous to the Soferim
or Scribes of the later Hebrews from the
time of Ezra. These were members of the
pounded them

Great Synod, and were literary men, who
occupied themselves in the preservation of
the letter of che Scriptures and the development of its spirit.
Scriptures, Seller in the. In

qualification for

initiation.

Although

m

Christendom very few Masons deny the
divine authority of the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments yet to require,
as a preliminary to initiation, the declaration of such a belief, is directly in opposition to the express regulations of the Order,
which demand a belief in God and, by implication, in the immortality of the soul as
the only religious tests.
;

Scriptures,

Reading of the. By

an ancient usage of the Craft, the Book of
the Law is always spread open in the
There is in this, as in everything
liodge.
else that is Masonic, an appropriate symbolism. The Book of the Law is the Great
Light of Masonry. To close it would be
to intercept the rays of divine light which
emanate from it, and hence it is spread
open, to indicate that the Lodge is not in
darkness, but under the influence of its
illuminating power. Masons in this respect obey the suggestion of the Divine
Founder of the Christian religion, "Neither do men light a candle and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick and
it giveth light unto all that are in the
house." A closed book, a sealed book, indicates that its contents are secret and a
book or roll folded up was the symbol, says
Wemyss, of a law abrogated, or of a thing
of no" further use. Hence, as the reverse
of all this, the Book of the Law is opened
in our Lodges, to teach us that its contents
are to be studied, that the law which it inculcates is still in force, and is to be " the
rule and guide of our conduct."
But the Book of the Law is not opened
In each degree there are apat random.
propriate passages, whose allusion to the
design of the degree, or to some part of its
ritual, makes it expedient that the book
should be opened upon those passages.
Masonic usage has not always been constant, nor is it now universal in relation to
what particular passages shall be unfolded
in each degree. Ihe custom in this country,
at least since the publication of Webb's
Monitor, has been very uniform, and is as
;

;

follows
In the

degree the Bible is opened at
an eloquent description of
1820, the Grand Lodge of Ohio resolved the beauty of brotherly love, and hence
that "in the first degrees of Masonry reli- most appropriate as the illustration of a
gious tests shall not oe a barrier to the ad- society whose existence is dependent on
mission or advancement of applicants, pro- thiit noble principle. In the second degree
vided they profess a belief in God and his the passage adopted is Amos vii. 7, 8, in
holy word; and in 1854 the same body which the allusion is evidently to the
adopted a resolution declaring that " Ma- plumb-line, an important emblem of that
sonry, as we have received it from our degree.
In the third degree the Bible is

Psalm

first

cxxxiii.,

:

:

::

;

:

SCRIPTUKES

SCRIPTUEES

opened at Ecclesiastes xii. 1-7, in which
the description of old age and death is ap-

contains the prayer of King Solomon at
the dedication of the Temple, was also used
at one time for the third degree.
Perhaps,
however, this was with less fitness than
any other of the passages quoted, since the
events commemorated in the third degree
took place at a somewhat earlier period
than the dedication. Such a passage might
more appropriately be annexed to the ceremonies of the Most Excellent Master as
practised in this country.
At present the usage in England differs
in respect to the choice of passages from
that adopted in this country.
There the Bible is opened, in the first
degree, at Kuth iv. 7
" Now this was the manner in former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things;
a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to
his neighbor: and this was a testimony in

propriately applied to the sacred object of
this degree.
But, as has been said, the choice of these
passages has not always been the same.
At different periods various passages have
been selected, but always with great appropriateness, as may be seen from the following brief sketch.
Formerly, the Book of the Law was
opened in the first degree at the 22d chapter of Genesis, which gives an account of
Abraham's intended sacrifice of Isaac. As
this event constituted \h& first grand offering, commemorated by our ancient brethren, by which the ground-floor of the Apprentice's Lodge was consecrated, it seems
to have been very appropriately selected as
the passage for this degree. That part of
the 28th chapter of Genesis which records
the vision of Jacob's ladder was also, with
equal appositeness, selected as the passage
for the first degree.
The following passage from 1 Kings vi.
8, was, during one part of the last century,
used in the second degree
" The door of the middle chamber was in
the right side of the house, and they went
up with winding stairs into the middle
chamber, and out of the middle into the
third."

The appositeness of

this passage to the
dis-

Fellow Craft's degree will hardly be
puted.

At another time the following passage
from 2 Chronicles iii. 17, was selected for
the second degree its appropriateness will
;

be equally evident:
" And he reared up the pillars before the
temple, one on the right hand, and the
other on the left and he called the name
of that on the right hand Jachin, and the
name of that on the left Boaz."
The words of Amos v. 25, 26, were sometimes adopted as the passage for the third
degree
" Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and
offerings in the wilderness forty years, O
house of Israel? But ye have borne the
tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your
images, the star of your god, which ye
;
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Israel."

In the second degree the passage is
opened at Judges xii. 6
"Then said they unto him. Say now
Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth for he
could not frame to pronounce it right.
Then they took him, and slew him at the
;

passages of Jordan. And there fell at that
time of the Ephraimites forty and two
thousand."
In the third degree the passage is opened
at 1 Kings vii. 13, 14
"And king Solomon sent and fetched
Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widow's son
of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was
a man of Tyre, a worker in brass and he
was filled with wisdom, and understanding,
:

and cunning to work all works in brass.
And he came to king Solomon, and
wrought all his work."
While from the force of habit, as well
as

from the extrinsic excellence of the pas-

sages

themselves, the

American Mason

made

will, perhaps, prefer the selections

in

made to yourselves."
The allusions in this paragraph are not
so evident as the others.
They refer to

our own Lodges, especially for the first and
third degrees, he at the same time will not
fail to admire the taste and ingenuity of
our English brethren in the selecticins that
they have made. In the second degree the
passage from Judges is undoubtedly preferable to our own.
In conclusion it may be observed, that to
give these passages their due Masonic importance it is essential that they should be

historical matters, which were once embodied in the ancient lectures of Freemasonry.
In them the sacrifices of the Israelites to Moloch were fully described, and a
tradition, belonging to the third degree, informs us that Hiram Abif did much to
extirpate this idolatrous worship from the
religious system of Tyre.
The 6th chapter of 2 Chronicles, whjch

covered by the square and compasses. The
and compasses are significant
symbols of Freemasonry. They are said to
allude to the peculiar characteristics of our
ancient Grand Masters. The Bible is emblematic of the wisdom of King Solomon
the square, of the power of Hiram and the
compasses, of the skill of the Chief Builder.
Some Masonic writers have still further
Bible, square,

;

SEAL

SCYTHE
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spiritualized these symbols by supposing
them to symbolize the wisdom, truth, and
justice of the Grand Architect of the Universe.
In any view they become instructive and inseparably connected portions of
the true ilasonio ritual, which, to be understood, must be studied together.

Scytlie. In the classic mythology, the
scythe was one of the attributes of Saturn,
the god of time, because that deity is said
to have taught men the use of the imple-

ment

in agriculture.

But Saturn was

also

the god of time; and in modern iconography Time is allegorized under the figure of an old man, with white hair and
beard, two large wings at his back, an hourglass in one hand and a scythe in the other.
It is in its cutting and destructive quality
that the scythe is here referred to. Time
is thus the great mower who reaps his harvest of men. Masonry has adopted this
symbolism, and in the third degree the
scythe is described as an emblem of time,
which cuts the brittle thread of life and
makes havoc among the human race.
SeRl. A stamp on which letters and a
device are carved for the purpose of making
an impression, and also the was or paper
on which the impression is made. Lord
Coke defines a seal to be an impression on
wax, " sigillum est cera impressa," and wax
was originally the legal material of a seal.
Many old Masonic diplomas and charters
are still in existence, where the seal consists of a circular tin box filled with wax,
on which the seal is impressed, the box being attached by a ribbon to the parchment.
But now the seal is placed generally on a
piece of circular paper. The form of a seal
is circular oval seals were formerly appropriated to ecclesiastical dignitaries and religious houses, and the shape alluded to
the old Christian symbol of the Vesica
;

Piscis.

No Masonic document

is

valid unless

it

has appended to it the seal of the Lodge
or Grand Lodge. Foreign Grand Lodges
never recognize the transactions of subordinate Lodges out of their jurisdictions, if
the standing of the Lodges is not guaranteed by the seal of the Grand Lodge and
the signatures of the proper officers.

Seal of Solomon. The Seal of Solomon or the Shield of David, for under both
names the same thing was denoted,

is a
hexagonal figure consisting of two interlaced triangles, thus forming the
outlines of a six-pointed
star.
Upon it was inscribed one of the sacred
names of God, from which
inscription it was sup-

posed principally to derive its talismanic
powers. These powers were very extensive,

was believed that it would extinguish
prevent wounds in a conflict, and perform many other wonders. The Jews called
it the Shield of David in reference to the

for it
fire,

protection which it gave to its possessors.
But to the other Orientalists it was more
familiarly known as the Seal of Solomon.
Among these imaginative people, there was
a very prevalent belief in the magical charHe was esacter of the King of Israel.
teemed rather as a great magician than as
a great monarch, and by the signet which
he wore, on which this talismanic seal was
engraved, he is supposed to have acconiElished the most extraordinary actions, and
y it to have enlisted in his service the labors of the genii for the construction of his
celebrated Temple.
Robinson Crusoe and the TTiousand and
One Nights are two books which every
child has read, and which no man or woman ever forgets. In the latter are many
Especially is
allusions to Solomon's seal.
there a story of an unlucky fisherman who
fished up in his net a bottle secured by a
leaden stopper, on which this seal was impressed. On opening it, a fierce Afrite, or
evil genius, came forth, who gave this account of the cause of his imprisonment.
"Solomon," said he, "the son of David,
exhorted me to embrace the faith and submit to his authority ; but I refused ; upon
which he called for this bottle, and confined
me in it, and closed it upon me with the
leaden stopper and stamped upon it his
seal, with the great name of God engraved
upon it. Then he gave the vessel to one
of the genii, who submitted to him, with
orders to cast me into the sea."
Of all talismans, I know of none, except, perhaps, the cross, which was so generally prevalent among the ancients as this
Seal of Solotnon or Shield of David. It
has been found in the cave of Elephanta,
in India, accompanying the image of the
Deity, and many other places celeorated in
the Brahmanical and the Buddhist religions.
Mr. Hay, in an exploration into western
Barbary, found it in the harem of a Moor,
and in a Jewish synagogue, where it was
suspended in fnmt of the recess in which
the sacred rolls were deposited. In fact,
the interlaced triangles or Seal of Solomon
may be considered as par excellence the
great Oriental talisman.
In time, with the progress of the n€w religion, it ceased to be invested with a magical reputation, although the hermetic philosophers of the Middle Ages did employ
it as one of their mystical symbols; but
true to the theory that superstitions may
be repudiated, but never will be forgotten,
it was adopted by the Christians as one oi
the emblems of their faith, but with varying interpretations.
The two triangles
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were said sometimes to be symbols of fire
and water, sometimes of prayer and remission, sometimes of creation and redemption,

from the

first
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to the last step of initiation.
it seeking for the

The Apprentice begins

light which is symbolized by the Word,
and death, or of resurrection and itself only a symbol of Truth. As a Feljudgment. But at length the ecclesiologists low Craft he continues tlie search, still askseem to have settled on the idea that the ing for more light. And the Master Mason,

or of

life

figure should be considered as representing
the two natures of our Lord
his divine
and his human. And thus we find it dispersed all over Europe, in medallions, made
at a very early period, on the breasts of the
recumbent effigies of the dead as they lie
in their tombs, and more especially in
churches, where it is presented to us either
carved on the walls or painted in the

—

windows.

now

Everywhere in Europe, and
this country, where ecclesiastical

in
architecture is beginning at length to find
a development of taste, is this old Eastern
talisman to be found doing its work as a
Christian emblem. The spirit of the old
talismanic faith is gone, but the form remains, to be nourished by us as the natural
homage of the present to the past.
Among the old Kabbalistic Hebrews, the
Seal of Solomon was, as a talisman, of course
deemed to be a sure preventive against the
danger of fire. The more modern Jews,
still believing
in its talismanic virtues,
placed it as a safeguard on their houses and
on their breweries, because they were especially liable to the danger of fire.
The
common people, seeing this figure affixed
always to Jewish brew-houses, mistook it
for a sign, and in time, in Upper Germany,
the hexagon, or Seal of Solomon, was
adopted by German innkeepers as the sign
of a beer-house, just as the chequers has
been adopted in England, though with a
different history, as the sign of a tavern.

Seals,

Book of the Seven. "And

I saw," says St. John in the Apocalypse,
(v. 1,) "in the right hand of him that sat
on the throne a book written within and
on the back side, sealed with seven seals."
The seal denotes that which is secret, and
seven is the number of perfection; hence

the Book of the Seven Seals is a symbol of
that knowledge which is profoundly secured from all unhallowed search. In reference to the passage quoted, the Book
of the Seven Seals is adopted as a symbol
in the Apocalyptic degree of the Knights
of the East and West, the seventeenth of
the Ancient and Accepted Eite.

Seals,

Keeper of the. An

officer

who has charge

of the seal or seals of the
Lodge. It is found in some of the high
degrees and in continental Lodges, but not
recognized in the York or American Rites.

In

German Lodges he

wahrer,

is

called SiegeU>edes Sceaux.
This is the ob-

and in French, Oarde

Search for Truth.
ject of all Freemasonry,

and

it is

pursued

thinking that he has reached it, obtains
only its substitute; for the True Word,
Divine Truth, dwells not in the first temple of our earthly life, but can be found
only in the second temple of the eternal
life.

There

a beautiful allegory of the great
thus describes tlie search after
" Truth came into the world with
truth
her Divine Master, and was a perfect shape'
and glorious to look upon. But when he
ascended, and his apostles after him were
laid asleep, there straight arose a wicked
race of deceivers, who, as the story goes of
the Egyptian Typhon, with his conspirators, how they dealt with the good Osiris,
took the virgin Truth, hewed her lovely
frame into a thousand pieces, and scattered
them to the four winds of heaven. Ever
since that time the friends of Truth, such
as durst appear, imitating the careful search
that Isis made for the mangled body of
Osiris, went up and down, gathering up
limb by limb still as they could find them."
Seceders. During the anti-Masonic

Milton,

is

who

:

excitement in this coujitry, which gave rise
to the anti-Masonic party, many Masons,
fearing the loss of popularity, or governed
by an erroneous view of the character of
Freemasonry, withdrew from the Order,
and took a part in the political and religious opposition to it. These men called
themselves, and were recognized by the
title of, " seceders " or " seceding Masons."
Second Temple. See Temple of
Zerubbahel.

Secrecy and Silence.

These

vir-

tues constitute the very essence of all Masonic character ; they are the safeguard of
the Institution, giving to it all its security
and perpetuity, and are enforced by frequent admonitions in all the degrees, from
the lowest to the highest. The Entered Apprentice begins his Masonic career by learning the duty of secrecy and silence. Hence
it is appropriate that in that degree which
is the consummation of initiation, in which
the whole cycle of Masonic science is completed, the abstruse machinery of symbolism should be employed to impress the same
important virtues on the mind of the neophyte.
The same principles of secrecy and silence existed in all the ancient mysteries
and systems of worship. When Aristotle
was asked what thing appeared to him to
be most difficult of performance, he replied,
" To be secret and silent."

;

SECRETARY

SECRET

"If we turn our eyes back to antiquity,"
says Caluott, ' we shall tiud that the old
Egyptians had so great a regard for silence
and secrecy in the mysteries of their religion, that they set up the god Harpocrates,
to whom they paid peculiar honor and veneration, who was represented with the right
hand placed near the heart, and the left
down by his side, covered with a skin before,
full of eyes."
Apuleius, who was an initiate in the
mysteries of Isis, says " By no peril will I
ever be compelled to disclose to the uninitiated the things that I have had intrusted
to me on condition of silence."
Lobeck, in his Aglaophamtis, has collected several examples of the reluctance
with which the ancients approached a mystical subject, and the manner in which they
shrank from divulging any explanation or

physics founded on the commentaries on
the law and the legends of the Talmudists,
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:

•

fable which had been related to them at
the mysteries, under the seal of secrecy and
silence.
And, lastly, in the school of Pythagoras,
these lessons were taught by the sage to his
disciples.
novitiate of five years was
imposed upon each pupil, which period Wiis
to be passed in total silence, and in reli-

A

and philosophical contemplation.
when he was admitted to
full fellowship in the society, an oath of
secrecy was administered to him on the sacred tetractys, which was equivalent to the
Jewish Tetragrammaton.
Silence and secrecy are called " the cargious

And

at length,

dinal virtues of a Select Master," in the
ninth or Select Master's degree of the

American

Rite.

Among

the Egyptians the sign of silence
was made by pre.ssing the index finger of
tlie right hand on the lips.
It was thus
that they represented Harpocrates, the god
of silence, whose statue was placed at the
entrance of all temples of Isis and Serapis,
to indicate that silence and secrecy were to
be preserved as to all that occurred within.
Secretary. The recording and corresponding officer of a Lodge. It is his duty
to keep a just and true record of all things
proper to be written, to receive all moneys
that are due the Lodge, and to pay them
over to the Treasurer. The jewel of his
office is a pen, and his position in the
Lodge is on the left of the Worshipful

Master in

front.

Secretary-General of the Holy

Empire. The

title given to the Secretary of the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.

Secretary, Grand.

^t&Orand Sec-

retary.

Secret Doctrine. The secret doctrine
of the Jews was, according to Sttinschneider, nothing else than a system of meta-

Of

this secret doctrine,

Maimonides

says:

" Beware that you take not these words of
the wise men in their literal signification,
for this would be to degrade and sometimes
to contradict the sacred doctrine.
Search
rather for the hidden sense and if you can;

not find the kernel, let the shell alone, and
confess that you cannot understand it."
All mystical societies, and even liberal
philosophers, were, to a comparatively recent period, accustomed to veil the true
meaning of their instructions in intentional obscurity, lest the unlearned and
uninitiated should be offended. The Ancient Mysteries had their secret doctrine
so had the school of Pythagoras, and the
The Alchemists, as
sect of the Gnostics.
Hitchcock has clearly shown, gave a secret

and

meaning to their jargon
transmutation of metals, the
elixir of life, and the philosopher's stone.
Freemasonry alone has no secret doctrine.
Its philosophy is open to the world.
Its
modes of recognition by which it secures
identification, and its rites and ceremonies
which are its method of instruction, alone
are secret. All men may know the tenets
of the Masonic creed.
Secret Master. The fourth degree
in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
and the first of what are called the "Inefl'able Degrees."
It refers to those circumstances which occurred at the Temple
when Solomon repaired to the building
for the purpose of supplying the loss of its
illustrious builder by the appointment of
seven experts, among whom were to be
divided the labors which heretofore had
been intrusted to one gigantic mind. The
lecture elaborately explains the mystic
meaning of the sacred thing's which were
contained in the Sanctum Sanctorum, or
Holy of Holies.
The Lodge is hung with black curtains
strewed with tears, symbolic of grief.
There should be eighty-one lights, distributed by nine times nine; but this number is often dispensed with, and tliree times
three substituted. Later rituals reduce
spiritual

about the

them to eight.
There are but two presiding

officers

—

a Master, styled "Puissant," and representing King Solomon, and an Inspector,
representing Adoniram, the son of Abda,
who had the inspection of the workmen on
Mount Lebanon, and who is said to have
been the firet Secret Master.
Solomon is seated in the east, clothed in
mourning robes lined with ermine, holding a sceptre in his hand, and decorated
with a blue sash from the right shoulder to
the left hip, from which is suspended a

;

:
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triangle of gold. Before him is placed a
triangular altar, on which is deposited a
wreath of laurel and olive leaves.
Adoniram, called "Venerable Inspector,"
is seated in the west, but without any implement of office, in commemoration of
the fact that the works were suspended
at the time of the institution of this degree.
He is decorated with a triangular
white collar, bordered with black, from
which is suspended an ivory key, with the
letter Z engraved thereon, which constitute
the collar, and jewel of the degree. These
decorations are worn by all the brethren.
The apron is white edged with black and
with black strings the flap blue, with an
open eye thereon embroidered in gold. The
modern ritual prescribes that two branches
of olive and laurel crossing each other
shall be on the middle of the apron.
Secret Monitor. An honorary or
side degree very commonly conferred in
the United States. The communication of

ciation, the times and places of their meeting, and even the very names of their

;

not accompanied, it is true, with any
impressive ceremonies, but it inculcates a
le-sson of unfaltering friendship which the
prospect of danger could not appall, and
the hour of adversity could not betray.
It is, in fact, devoted to the practical elucidation of the Masonic virtue of Brotherly
Love. In conferring it, those passages of
Scripture which are contained in the twentieth chapter of the First Book of Samuel,
from the sixteenth to the twenty-third, and
from the thirty-fifth to the forty-second
verses inclusive, are usually considered as appropriate.
It may be conferred on a worthy
Master Mason by any brother who is in
possession of its ritual. There was in Holland, in 1778, a secret Masonic society
called the Order of Jonathan and David,
which was probably much the same as this
American degreee. Kloss in his Catalogue
(1910') gives the title of a book published
in that year at Amsterdam which gives its
statutes and formulary of reception.
it is

Secret of the Secrets, The.

A

degree cited in the nomenclature of Fustier.

Secret Societies. Secret societies
may be divided into two classes First,
:

whose secrecy consists in nothing
more than methods by which the members
are enabled to recognize each other; and

those

in certain doctrines, symbols, or instructions
which can be obtained only after a process
of initiation, and under the promise that
they shall be made known to none who
have not submitted to the same initiation
but which, with the exception of these
particulars, have no reservations from the
public.
And secondly, of those societies
which, in addition to their secret modes of
recognition and secret doctrine, add an
entire secrecy as to the object of their asso-
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To the first of these classes belong all those moral or religious secret associ-

members.

which have existed from the earliest
Such were the Ancient Mysteries,
whose object was, by their initiations, to
cultivate a purer worship than the popular

ations
times.

one; such, too, the schools of the old philosophers, like Pythagoras and Plato, who
in their esoteric instructions taught a
higher doctrine than that which they communicated to their exoteric scholars. Such,
too, are the modern secret societies which
have adopted an exclusive form only that
they may restrict the social enjoyment
which it is their object to cultivate, or the
system of benevolence for which they are
organized, to the persons who are united
with them by the tie of a common covenant,
and the possession of a common knowledge;
such, lastly, is Freemasonry, which is a
secret society only as respects its signs, a
few of its legends and traditions, and its

method of inculcating

its

mystical philos-

—

ophy, but which, as to everything else
its
design, its object, its moral and religious

and the great doctrine which it
teaches
is as open a society as if it met on
the highways beneath the sun of day, and
not within the well-guarded portals of a
Lodge. To the second class of secret societies belong those which sprung up first
in the Middle Ages, like the Vehvi Gericht
of Westphalia, formed for the secret but
certain punishment of criminals; and in the
eighteenth century those political societies
like the Carbonari, which have been organized at revolutionary periods to resist
the oppression or overthrow the despotism of tyrannical governments. It is evident that these two classes of secret societies are entirely difierent in character; but
it has been the great error of writers like
Barruel and Eobison, who have attacked
Freemasonry on the ground of its being a
secret association, that they utterly confounded the two classes.
An interesting discussion on this subject
took place in 1848, in the National Assembly of France, during the consideration of
those articles of the law by which secret
part of this
societies were prohibited.
discussion is worth preserving, and is in
the following words
M. Volette: I should like to have one detenets,

—

A

what is meant by a secret society ?
M. Coquerel: Those are secret societies
which have made none of the declarations
fine

prescribed by law.
M. Paulin Qillon

: I would ask if IVeemasonry is also to be suppressed?
M. Flogon : I begin by declaring that,
under a republican government, every se-

;
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SELECT

having for its object a change
of the form of such government ought to
cret society

be severely dealt with.

Secret

societies

may

be directed against the sovereignty of
the people; and this is the reason why I
ask for their suppression; but, from the
want of a precise definition, I would not desire to strike, as secret societies, assemblies that

are perfectly innocent. All my life, until
the 24th of February, have I lived in secret societies. Now I desire them
no
more. Yes, we have spent our life in conspiracies, and we had the right to do so
for we lived under a government which did
not derive its sanctions from the people.
To-day I declare that under a republican
government, and with universal suffrage,
it is a crime to belong to such an association.

M. Ooquerel: As to Freemasonry, your
committee has decided that it is not a secret
society.
A society may have a secret, and
yet not be a secret society. I have not the
honor of being a Freemason.
The President : The thirteenth article has
been amended, and decided that a secret society is one which seeks to conceal its existence
and

:

its objects.

Secret Tault. See Vaxdt,
(Sectarianism. Masonry
all sectarianism,

Secret.

repudiates

and recognizes the

tenets

of no sect as preferable to those of any
other, requiring in its followers assent only
to those dogmas of a universal religion
which teach the existence of God and the
resurrection to eternal

life.

See

Secular I^odges. The

Toleration.

epithet secu-

lar has sometimes, but very incorrectly,
been applied to subordinate Lodges to distinguish them from Grand Lodges. In
such a connection the word is unmeaning,
or, what is worse, is a term bearing a meaning entirely different from that which was
intended by the writer. "Secular," says
Eichardson, " is used as distinguished from
eternal, and equivalent to temporal; pertaining to temporal things, things of this
world; worldly; also opposed to spiritual,

to holy." And every other orthoepist
gives substantially the same definition. It
is then evident, from this definition, that
the word secular may be applied to all Masonic bodies, but not to one class of them
in contradistinction to another. All Masonic Lodges are secular, because they are
worldly, and not spiritual or holy institutions.
But a subordinate Lodge
secular than a Grand Lodge.

is

no more

Sedition Act. On July 12, 1798, the
British Parliament, alarmed at the progress
of revolutionary principles, enacted a law,
commonly known as the Sedition Act, for
the suppression of secret societies but the
true principles of Freemasonry were so
;

well understood by the legislators of Great
Britain, many of whom were members of
the Order, that the following clause was inserted in the Act
"And whereas, certain societies have
been long accustomed to be holden in this
kingdom under the denom ination of Lodges
of Freemasons, the meetings whereof have
been in a great measure directed to charitable purposes, be it therefore enacted, that
nothing in this Act shall extend to the
meetings of any such society or Lodge
which shall, before the passing of this Act,
have been usually holden under the said
denomination, and in conformity to the
rules prevailing among the said societies
of Freemasons."
Seeing. One of the five human senses,
whose importance is treated of in the Fellow Craft's degree. By sight, things at a
distance are, as it were, brought near, and
obstacles of space overcome.
So in Freemasonry, by a judicious use of this sense,
in modes which none but Masons comprehend, men distant from each other in language, in religion, and in politics, are
brought near, and the impedimente of
birth and prejudice are overthrown.
But,
in the natural world, sight cannot be exercised without the necessary assistance of
light, for in darkness we are unable to see.
So in Masonry, the peculiar advantages
of Masonic sight require, for their enjoyment, the blessing of Masonic light. Illuminated by its divine rays, the Mason sees
where others are blind ; and that which to
the profane is but the darkness of ignorance, is to the initiated filled with the
light of knowledge and understanding.
Seekers. {Chercheurs.) The first degree of the Order of Initiated Knights and
Brothers of Asia.
,

Select HMEaster. The ninth degree in
the American Rite, and the last of the two
conferred in a Council of Royal and Select
Masters.
Its oflScers are a Thrice Illustrious Grand Master, Illustrious Hiram of
Tyre, Principal Conductor of the Works,
Treasurer, Recorder, Captain of the Guards,
Conductor of the Council, and Steward.
The first three represent the three Grand
Masters at the building of Solomon's Temple.
The symbolic colors are black and
red, the former significant of secrecy, silence, and darkness
the latter of fervency
and zeal.
Council is supposed to consist
of neither more nor less than twenty-seven
;
but a smaller number, if not less than nine,
is competent to proceed to work or busi;

A

ness.

The

candidate,

when

initiated, is

said to be " chosen as a Select Master."
historical object of the degree is to

The

commemorate the deposit of an important secret or treasure which, after the prelimi-
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nary preparations, is said to have been nally to the Ancient and Accepted Rite,
made by Hiram Abif. The place of meet- and were conferred as honorary degrees by
ing represents a secret vault beneath the the Inspectors of that Rite. This authority
Temple.
and jurisdiction the Supreme Council for
A controversy has sometimes arisen the Southern Jurisdiction of the Rite conamong ritualists as to whether the degree tinued to claim until the year 1870; alof Select Master should precede or follow though, through negligence, the Councils
that of Royal Master in the order of con- of Royal and Select Masters in some of
ferring.
But the arrangement now exist- the States had been placed under the coning, by which the Royal Master is made trol of independent jurisdictions called
the first and the Select Master the second Grand Councils. Like all usurped authordegree of Cryptic Masonry, has been very ity, however, this claim of the State Grand
generally accepted, and this tor the best of Councils does not seem to have ever been
It is true that the circumstances universally admitted or to have been very
reasons.
referred to in the degree of Royal Master firmly established. Repeated attempts have
occurred during a period of time which lies been made to take the degrees out of the
between the death of the Chief Builder of hands of the Councils and to place them
the Temple and the completion of the edi- in the Chapters, there to be conferred as
fice, while those referred to in the degree
preparatory to the Royal Arch. The Genof Select Master occurred anterior to the eral Grand Chapter, in the triennial sesbuilder's death.
Hence, in the order of sion of 1847, adopted a resolution granting
time, the events commemorated in the Se- this permission to all Chapters in States
But, seelect Master's degree took place anterior to where no Grand Councils exist.
those which are related in the degree of ing the manifest injustice and inexpediency
Royal Master; although in Masonic se- of such a measure, at the following session
quence the latter degree is conferred before of 1850 it refused to take any action on
the former. This apparent anachronism the subject of these degrees. In 1853 it
disclaimed all control over them, and foris, however, reconciled by the explanation
that the secrets of the Select Master's de- bade the Chapters under its jurisdiction to
gree were not brought to light until long confer them. As far as regards the interafter the existence of the Royal Master's ference of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, that question was set at rest in
degree had been known and recognized.
In other words, to speak only from the 1870 by the Mother Council, which, at its
traditional point of view, Select Masters session at Baltimore, formally relinquished
had been designated, had performed the all further control over them.
Semestre. The mot de semestre, or
task for which they had been selected, and
had closed their labors, without ever being semi-annual word, is used only in France.
openly recognized as a class in the Temple Every six months a secret word is commuof Solomon. The business in which they nicated by the Grand Orient, to all the
were engaged was a secret one. Their oc- Lodges under its jurisdiction. This cuscupation and their very existence, accord- tom was introduced October 28, 1773, during to the legend, were unknown to the ing the Grand Mastership of the Duke of
great body of the Craft in the first Temple. Chartres, to enable him the better to conThe Royal Master's degree, on the contrary, trol the Lodges, and to afford the members
as there was no reason for concealment, was a means whereby they could recognize the
publicly conferred and acknowledged dur- members who were not constant in their
ing the latter part of the construction of attendance, and also those Masons who
the Temple of Solomon; whereas the degree either belonged to an unrecognized Rite,
of Select Master, and the important inci- or who were not affiliated with any Lodge.
dents on which it was founded, are not sup- The Chapters of the higher degrees receive
posed to have been revealed to the Craft a word annually from the Grand Orient
until the building of the temple of Zerub- for the same purpose. This, with the passbabel.
Hence the Royal Master's degree word, is given to the Tiler on entering the
should always be conferred anterior to that Temple.

Senatorial Chamber. When

of the Select Master.
jurisdiction under which
these degrees should be placed, whether
under Chapters and to be conferred preparatory to the Royal Arch degree, or

The proper

under Councils and to be conferred
has excited discussion.

after

it,

The former usage

prevails in Maryland and Virginia, but the
There is no
latter in all the'other States.
doubt that these degrees belonged origi-

4

45

the

Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite meets in the thirty-third degree,
senatorial chamber.
found in some
of the high degrees, as in the thirty-second
of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, where
his duties are similar to those of a Warden
of a Lodge, he acting as the deputy of the

it is

said to meet in

Seneschal.

presiding

officer.

its

An

officer

The

title ia

derived from

,
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German senne, house, and sclialk, might kneel at what was
The seneschals in the Middle sepulchre of their Lord.

believed to be the
In many of the
Ages were the lieutenants of the dukes churches of the Middle Ages there was a
and other great feudatories, and took charge particular place near the altar called the
of the castles of their masters during their sepulchre, which was used at Easter for the
performance of solemn rites commemoraabsence.
This
tive of the Saviour's resurrection.
Senior Deacon. See Beaeons.
Senior Entered Apprentice. In custom still prevails in some of the
the ritual of the early part of the last cen- churches on the continent. In Templar
tury the Senior and Junior Entered Ap- Masonry, which is professedly a Christian
prentices acted in the place of the Deacons, system, the sepulchre forms a part of the
which offices were then unknown. The arrangements of a Commandery. In EngSenior Entered Apprentice was placed in land, the sepulchre is within the Asylum,
the south, and his duty was " to near and and in front of the Eminent Commander.
receive instructions, and to welcome strange In this country it is placed without; and
Brethren." See Junior Entered Apprentice. the scenic representation observed in every
The second officer well-regulated and properly arranged ComSenior
in a Symbolic Lodge. He presides over mandery furnishes a most impressive and
the Craft during the hours of labor, as the pathetic ceremony.
Junior does during the hours of refreshof the Holy.
Sepnlcbre,
ment, and in tbe absence of the Master he See Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.
performs his duty. See Wardens.
Serapis, Hfysteries of. See Egyptian Mysteries,
Senses, Five. See Five Senses.

the old
servant.

Warden.

Knight

Sentinel. An officer in a Royal Arch
Chapter, in a Council of Knights of the
Eed Cross, and in a Commandery of
Knights Templars, whose duties are similar to those of a Tiler in a Symbolic Lodge.
In some bodies the word Janitor has been
substituted for Sentinel, but the change is
hardly a good one. Janitor has been more
generally appropriated to the porter of a
collegiate institution, and has no old Masonic authority for its use.
Sepliiroth.

(Hebrew, nil^flD-) It
a plural noun, the singular being Sephira. Buxtorf (Lex. Talm.) says the word
means numerations, from SAPHAR, to
number; bi^t the Kabbalistic writers generally give it the signification of splendors,
from 8APHIRI, splendid. The account of
the creation and arrangement of the Sephiroth forms the most important portion of
is

the secret doctrine of the Kabbalists, and
has been adopted and referred to in many
of the high philosophic degrees of Masonry.
Some acquaintance with it, therefore,
seems to be necessary to the Mason who
desires to penetrate into the more abstruse
arcana of his Order. See Kabbala.

Septenary.
see.

Sepnlcbre.

Sermons, Masonic. Sermons on
Masonic subjects, and delivered in churches
before Masonic bodies or on Masonic festivals, are peculiar to the British and American Freemasons. Neither the French nor
German, nor, indeed, any continental literature of Masonry, supplies us with any
examples. The first Masonic sermon of
which we have any knowledge, from its
publication, was " A General Charge to
Masons, delivered at Christ Church, in
Boston, [Massachusetts,] on the 27th of
December, 1749, by the Rev. Charles BrockA. M., published at the request of the
Officers and Brethren there."
It
was, however, not printed at Boston, but
was first published in the Freemasons'
Pocket Companion for 1754. Brockwell was
chaplain of the English troops stationed
at Boston.
But in America, at least, the
custom of delivering sermons on St. John's
day prevailed many years before. In the
author's History of Freemasonry in South
Carolina, (pj). 15-20,) will be found the
authentic evidence that the Lodges in
Charleston attended divine service on Dewell,

Grand

cember 27, 1738, and for several years after,
The number «ewe», which on each of which occasions it is to be presumed that a sermon was preached. la
The spirit of gratitude 1742 it is distinctly stated, from a contem-

has from the earliest period led men to
venerate the tombs in which have been deposited the remains of their benefactors.
In all of the ancient religions there were
sacred tombs to which worship was paid.
The tombs of the prophets, preserved by
the Israelites, gave testimony to their reverence for the memory of these holy personages. After the advent of Christianity, the
same sentiment of devotion led the pilgrims to visit the Holy Land, that they

porary gazette, that " both Lodges proceeded regularly, with the ensigns of their
Order and music before them, to church,
where they heard a very learned sermon
from their brother, the Rev. Mr. Durand."
Brockwell's, however, is the first of these
early sermons which has had the good fortune to be embalmed in type. But though
first delivered, it was not the first printed.
In 1750, John Entick, afterwards the editor
of an edition of Anderson's " Constitutions,"

SERPENT

SERPENT

delivered a sermon at Welbrook, England,

symbol of the universe. In China, the
ring between two serpents was the symbol
of the world governed by the power and
wisdom of the Creator. The same device
is several times repeated on the Isiac table.
Higgins [AnacoL, i. 521,) says that, from
the faculty which the serpent possessed of
renewing itself, without the process of generation as to outward appearance, by annually casting its skin, it became, like the
Phcenix, the emblem of eternity
but he

"The Free and Accepted Mason
Described." The text on this occasion was

entitled,

from Acts

xxviii. 22,

and had some

signifi-

cance in reference to thepopularcharacterof
the Order. " But we desire to hear of thee
what thou thinkest; for as concerning this
sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken
against."
Entick preached several other
sermons, which were printed. From that
time, both in England and America, the
sermon became a very usual part of the
public celebration of a Masonic festival.
One preached at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in
1775, is in its very title a sermon of itself:
"The Basis of Freemasonry displayed ; or,
to show that the general Prinof true Religion, genuine Virtue,
and sound Morality are the noble Foundations on which this renowned Society is
established: Being a Sermon preached in
Newcastle, on the Festival of St. John the
Evangelist, 1775, by Bro. Eobert Green."
In 1799, the Rev. Jethro Inwood published a volume of " Sermons, in which are
expressed and enforced the religion?, moral,
and political virtues of Freemasonry,
preached upon several occasions before
the Provincial Grand OflScers and other
Brethren in the Counties of Kent, Essex,
etc."
In 1849 Spencer published an edition of this work, enriched by the valuable
In 1801 the Rev.
notes of Dr. Oliver.
Thaddeus Mason Harris, Grand Chaplain
of the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of
Massachusetts, published at Charlestown,
Massachusetts, a volume of " Discourses
delivered on Public Occasions, illustrating
the Principles, displaying the Tendency,
and vindicating the Design of Freemasonry." This work has also been annotated in a new edition by Dr. Oliver, and
republished in his Qolden Remains of Early
Masonic Writers. During this century there
has been an abundance of single sermons
preached and published, but no other collected volume of any by one and the same
author has been given to the public since
those of Dr. Harris. Yet the fact that
annually in Great Britain and America
hundreds of sermons in praise or in defence of Freemasonry are delivered from
Christian pulpits, is a valuable testimony
given by the clergy to the purity of the

an Attempt
ciples

Institution.

Serpent. As a symbol, the serpent
obtained a prominent place in all the anand religions. Among the
Egyptians it was the symbol of Divine
Wisdom when extended at length, and the
serpent with his tail in his mouth was an
emblem of eternity. The winged globe and
serpent symbolized their triune deity. In
the ritual of Zoroaster, the serpent was a
cient initiations
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;

denies that it ever represented, even in
Genesis, the evil principle. Faber's theory of the symbolism of the serpent, as set
forth in his work on the Origin of Pagan
Idolatry, is ingenious.
He says that the
ancients in part derived their idea of the
serpent from the first tempter, and hence
it was a hieroglyphic of the evil principle.
But as the deluge was thought to have
emanated from the evil principle, the serpent became a symbol of the deluge. He
also represented the good principle; the
idea being borrowed from the winged seraphim which was blended with the cherubim who guarded the tree of life,
the

—

seraphim and cherubim being sometimes
considered as identical
and besides, in
'j'^lP means both a seraph and a
serpent.
But as the good principle was
always male and female, the male serpent
represented the Great Father, Adam or
Noah, and the female serpent represented
the ark or world, the microcosm and the
macrocosm. Hence the serpent represented
the perpetually renovated world, and as
such was used in all the mysteries. Dr.
Oliver brings his peculiar views to the interpretation, and says that in Christian
Masonry the serpent is an emblem of the
fall and the subsequent redemption of man.
In Ancient Craft Masonry, however, the
serpent does not occur as a symbol. In
the Templar and in the Philosophic desuch as the Knight of the Brazen
grees,
Serpent, where the serpent is combined
with the cross,
it is evidently a symbol
of Christ; and thus the symbolism of these
degrees is closely connected with that of the
Rose Croix.
symbol used
Serpent
Cross.
in the degrees of Knight Templar and
Knight of the Brazen Serpent. The cross
is a tau cross T, and the serpent is twined
around. Its origin is found in Numbers
xxi. 9, where it is said, " Moses made a
;

Hebrew,

—

—

and

A

serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole."
The word ]D, Nes, here translated "a pole,"
literally means a standard, or something
elevated on high as a signal, and may be
represented by a cross as well as by a pole.
Indeed, Justin Martyr calls it a cross.

Serpent, Knight of the Brazen.
See Knight of the Brazen Serpent.

;
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Serpent Worsliip. In ancient times,
the serpent was an object of adoration in
almost all nations. It was, in feet, one of
the earliest deviations from the true system,
and in almost all the ancient rites we find
some allusion to the serpent. It was worshipped in India, Egypt, PIvcenicia, Babylonia, wreece, and ItaFy Indeed, so widely was
this worship distributed, presenting every-

various services inside or outside of the
Many rich and well-born men
Order.
belonged to this class. They were permitted to take part in the election of a Grand
Master. The treasurer of the Order was
always a serving brother. Of these serving
brothers there were two kinds : servants at
arms and artificers. Tl>e former were the
most highly esteemed; the latter being considered a very inferior class, except the
armorers, who were held, on account of the
importance of their occupation, in higher
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.

where so many similar

features, that it

is

not surprising that it has been regarded by
some writers as the primitive religion of
man. And so long did it continue, that
in the sect of Ophites it became one of the
earliest heresies of the church.
In some
nations, as the Egyptians, the serpent was
the representative of the good principle
but in most of them it was the emblem of
the evil principle.

SerTing Brethren. Masons whose
it is to serve the Lodge as Tilers,
waiters at the Lodge table, and to perform
other menial services, are called in European Lodges "serving brethren." They
are not known in this country, but were
long recognized as a distinct class in England and on the continent. In 1763 the
Grand Lodge of England adopted a regu-

duty

lation for their initiation, which, slightly
modified, is still in force. By it every
Lodge is empowered to initiate without

charge "serving brethren," who cannot,
however, become members of the Lodge,
although they may join another. In military Lodges private soldiers may be received as serving brethren. On the continent, at one time, a separate and preliminary form of reception, with peculiar signs,
etc., was appropriated to those who were
initiated as serving brethren, and they
were not permitted to advance beyond the
first degree; which, however, worked no
inconvenience, as all the business and
refreshment of the Lodges were done at
that time in the Entered Apprentice's
degree. The regulation foradmittingserving brethren arose from the custom of
Lodges meeting at taverns ; and as at that
period labor and refreshment were intermixed, the waiters for the tavern were
sometimes required to enter the room while
the Lodge was in session, and hence it
became necessary to qualify them for such
service by making them Masons.
In
France they are called Frhres Servants; in
Germany, Dienemten Brilder.
The Knights Templars had a class called
serving brothers, who were not, however,
introduced into the Order until it had
freatly increased in wealth and numbers,
'he form of their reception varied very
slightly from that of the Knights; but their
habit was different, being black.
They
were designated for the performance of

estimation.

a theory of some Masonic
Pure or
Primitive Freemasonry were preserved in
the race of Seth, which had always kept
separate from that of Cain, but that after
the flood they became corrupted by a secession of a portion of the Sethites, who
established the Spurious Freemasonry of
the Gentiles. This theory has been very
extensively advanced by Dr. Oliver in all
The pillars erected by Seth to
his works.
preserve the principles of the arts and
sciences are mentioned by Josephus. But
although the Old Constitutions speak of
Seth, they ascribe the erection of these
But in
pillars to the children of Lamech.
the high degrees of Masonry the erection
See Enoch.
is attriouted to Enoch.
Sethos. In 1731, the Abb6 Terrasson
published at Paris a work entitled ISethos
histoire ou vie firte des mnnwnens anecdotes
de Pancienne Effypte. It has passed through
a great many editions and been translated
into German and English.
Under the
form of fiction it contains an admirable
description of the initiation into the ancient
Setli.

It is

writers that the principles of the

Egyptian mysteries. The labors and researches of Terrasson have been very freely
used by Lenoir, Clavel, Oliver, ana other
writers on the ancient initiations.
Setting Sun. It was the duty of the
Senior Warden to pay and dismiss the
Craft at the close of day, when the sun
sinks in the West; so now the Senior Warden is said in the Lodge to represent the
setting sun.
Seven. In every system of antiquity
there is a frequent reference to this number, showing that the veneration for it proceeded from some common cause. It is
equally a sacred number in the Gentile as
in the Christian religion. Oliver says that
this can scarcely be ascribed to any event,
excefjt it be the institution of the Sabbath.
Higgins thinks that the peculiar circumstance, perhaps accidental, of the number
of the days of the week coinciding exactly
with the number of the planetary bodies
probably procured for it its character of
sanctity.
The Pythagoreans called it a
perfect number, because it was made up of

SEVEN
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8 and 4, the triangle and the square, which
are the two perfect figures. They called it
also a virgin number, and without mother,
comparing it to Minerva, who was a motherless virgin, because it cannot by multiplication produce any number within ten,
as twice two does four, and three times
three does nine nor can any two numbers,

perfect but the only explanation that I
can find in any of those rituals of the sacredness of the number is the seven liberal
arts and sciences, which, according to the
old " Legend of the Craft," were the foundation of Masonry. In modern ritualism the
symbolism of seven has been transferred
from the first to the second degree, and
there it is made to refer only to the seven
steps of the Winding Stairs but the symbolic seven is to be found diffused in a
hundred ways over the whole Masonic system.
Seven Stars. In the Tracing-Board
of the seventeenth degree, or Knight of the
East and West, is the representation of a
man clothed in a white robe, with a golden
girdle round his waist, his right hand extended, and surrounded with seven stars.
The seventeenth is an apocalyptic degree,
and this symbol is taken from the passage in
Eevelation i. 16, " and he had in his right
hand seven stars." It is a symbol of the
seven churches of Asia.

;

by

their multiplication, produce it.
It is singular to observe the important
part occupied by the number seven in all
the ancient systems. There were, for instance, sereen ancient planets, seven Pleiades,
and seven Hyades seven altars burned continually before the god Mithras; the Arabians had seven holy temples the Hindus
supposed the world to be enclosed within
the compass oi seven peninsulas the Goths
had seven deities, viz., the Sun, the Moon,
Tuisco, Woden, Thor, Friga, and Seatur,
;

;

;

from whose names are deiived our days of
the week; in the Persian mysteries were
seven spacious caverns, through which the
aspirant had to pass in the Gothic mysteries, the candidate met with seven obstructions, which were called the " road of the
seven stages;" and, finally, sacrifices were
always considered as most efficacious when
the victims were seven in number.
Much of the Jewish ritual was governed
by this number, and the etymology of the
word shows its sacred import, for the radical
meaning of ^"2^, shahang, is, says Park;

hurst, sufficient/ or fulness.
The Hebrew
idea, therefore, like the Pythagorean, is that
oi perfection. To both the seven was a perfect number. Again : V3£J'> means to swear,
because oaths were confirmed either by
seven witnesses, or by seven victims offered
in sacrifice, as we read in the covenant of
Abraham and Abimelech. (Gen. xxi. 28.)
Hence, there is a frequent recurrence to this
number in the scriptural history. The Sabbath was the seventh day; Noah received
seven days' notice of the commencement of
the deluge, and was commanded to select
clean beaste and fowls by sevens; seven per-

him into the ark; the
on Mount Ararat in the seventh

sons accompanied

ark rested

month the intervals between despatching
the dove were, each time, seven days the
walls of Jericho were encompassed seven
days by seven priests, bearing seven rams'
horns; Solomon was seven years building
the Temple, which was dedicated in the
seventh month, and the festival lasted seven
days; the candlestick in the tabernacle
consisted of seven branches; and, finally, the
tower of Babel was said to have been elevated seven stories before the dispersion.
Seven is a sacred number in Masonic
symbolism. It has always been so. In the
earliest rituals of the last century it was
said that a Lodge required seven to make
;

;

it
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;

;

Seventy Years of Captivity.
This period must be computed from the
defeat of the Egyptians at Carchemish, in
the same year that the prophecy was given,
when Nebuchadnezzar reduced the neighboring nations of Syria and Palestine, as
well as Jerusalem, under his subjection.
At the end of seventy years, on the accession of Cyrus, an end was put to the Babylonish monarchy.
Sbaddal. One of the names of God.
In Exodus vi. 13, the word translated

God Almighty

is, in the original, Shaddai,
therefore the name by which he
was known to the Israelites before he communicated to Moses the Tetragrammaton.

'TJJ*;

it is

The word
fies

is

&pluraMs

majestatis,

and

signi-

all-powerful, omnipotent.

Sliamir. King Solomon is said, in a
rabbinical legend, to have used the worm
Shamir as an instrument for building the
Temple. The legend is that Moses engraved the names of the twelve tribes on
the stones of the breastplate by means of
the blood of the worm shamir, whose solvent power was so great that it could corrode the hardest substances. When Solomon was about to build the Temple of
stones without the use of any metallic implement, he was desirous of obtaining this
potent blood ; but the knowledge of the
source whence Moses had derived it had
been lost by the lapse of time. Solomon
enclosed the chick of a bird, either an ostrich or a hoopoe, in a crystal vessel, and
placed a sentinel to watch it. The parent
bird, finding it impossible to break the
vessel with her bill so as to gain access to
the young one, flew to the desert, and returned with the miraculous worm, which.

SHARP
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blood, soon penetrated tbe
prison of glass, and liberated the chick.
By a repetition of the process, the King of
Israel at length acquired a sufficiency of
the dissolving blood to enable him to work
upon the stones of the Temple.
It is supposed that the legend is based on
a corruption of the word Smiris, the Greek
for emery, which was used by the antique
engravers in their works and medallions,
and that the name Shamir is merely the
Hebrew form of the Greek word.

Maccabeus, issued about the year 144 B. C.
Of these, we generally find on the obverse
the sacred pot of manna, with the inscription, " Shekel Israel," in the old Samaritan
character on the reverse, the rod of Aaroa,
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by means of its

Sharp Instrument. The

;

emblem-

a " sharp instrument," as indicated in the ritual of the first degree, is intended to be represented by a warlike
weapon, (the old rituals call it " a warlike
instrument,") such as a dagger or sword.
The use of the point of a pair of compasses,
as is sometimes improperly done, is an erroneous application of the symbol, which
should not be tolerated in a properly conducted Lodge. The compasses are, besides,
a symbol peculiar to the third degree.
Sliastras. The sacred book of the
Hindus, which contains the dogmas of their
religion and the ceremonies of their worship.
It is a commentary on the Vedas,
and consists of three parts: the moral law,
the rites and ceremonies of tbe religion, and
the distribution of the people into tribes.
atic use of

the Hindu Mason it would be the
Greater Light and his Book of the Law, as
the Bible is to his Christian brother.
of. In the Books of
Sbeba,
Kings and Chronicles we are told that
" when the Queen of Sheba heard of the
fame of Solomon concerning the name of
the Lord, she came to prove him with hard
questions." Sheba, or Saba, is supposed to
nave been a province of Arabia Felix, situated to the south of Jerusalem. The
queen, whose visit is thus described, is
spoken of nowhere else in Scripture. But
the Jews and the Arabs, who gave her the
name of Balkis, recite many traditions concerning her.
The Masonic one will be
found under the words Admiration, Sign of,

To

Queen

which

see.

Shekel.

In the fourth or

the mercy-seat in the Holy of Holies. It
appeared over the ark when Moses
consecrated the tabernacle and was afterwards, upon the consecration of the Temple by Solomon, translated thither, where
it remained until the destruction of that
first

;

building.

The Shekinah disappeared after the destruction of the first Temple, and was not
present in the second. Mr. Christie, in his
learned treatise on the Worship of the Elements, says that " the loss of the Shekinah,
that visible sign of the presence of the
Deity, induced an early respect for solar
light as its substitute."
there is much
that is significative of Masonic history in
The sun still remains
this brief sentence.
as a prominent symbol in the Masonic

Now

system. It has been derived by the Masons
from those old sun worshippers. But the
idea of Masonic light is very difierent from
their idea of solar light.
The Shekinah
was the symbol of the divine glory ; but
the true glory of divinity is IVvth, and
Divine Truth is therefore the Shekinah of

Mark Mas- Masonry.

the viilue of a
mark is "a Jewish half-shekel of silver, or
twenty-five cents in the currency of this
The shekel of silver was a
country."
weight of great antiquity among the Jews,
its value being about a half-dollar.
In the
time of Solomon, as well as long before and
long after, until the Babylonish exile, the
ter's degree, it is said that

having three buds, with 'the inscription,
" lerushalem Kadoshah," or Jerusalem the
Holy, in a similar character.
Siiekinah. Heb., nJ^DtJ', derived
from SHAKAN, to dwell. A term applied
by the Jews, especially in the Targunis, to
the divine glory which dwelt in the tabernacle and the Temple, and which was
manifested by a visible cloud resting over

This

is-

symbolized by light,

is no longer used by us as a
substitute " for the Shekinah, or the divine glory,
the physical expresBion
but as its symbol
of its essence.

which

—

Sheiii.

tJ'.

The Name.

The Jews
God

in their sacred rites often designated

by the word Name, but they applied it only
to him in his most exalted character as exHebrews had no regularly stamped money, pressed by the Tetragrammaton, JEHObut generally used in traffic a currency VAH. To none of the other titles of God,
which consisted of uncoined shekels, which such as El, Eheijeh, or Adonai, do they apthey weighed out to one another. The ply the word. Thus, Shemchah Eadosh,
earliest specimens of the coined shekel Thy name is holy, means Thy name Jehowhich we know are of the coinage of Simon vah is holy. To the .Mime thus exalted, in

SHEM

SHIELD

teference to the Tetragrammatbn, they
applied many epithets, amon^ which are
the following used by the Talmudists,
S3^X
DI?, Shem shal arbang, the name of
four, i. e., four letters n Ji'DDDlS', Shem hamjukad, the appropriated name, i. e., appro-

symbol of the bread of life
of the eternal life by which we are brought into the
presence of God and know him an inter-

its

W

;

priately solely to God.
haggadol, the great name,

Snjn

Diy,
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—

;

pretation that

is

equally applicable to the

Masonic symbolism.

Shibboleth. (Heb. nbai?.) The word
Shem which the Gileadites under Jephthah made

and Wnpn DC,
Shem hahkadosh, the holy name. To the Jew,
as to the Mason, this great and holy name
was the symbol of all divine truth. The
Name was the true name, and therefore it
symbolized and represented the true God.
Shem, Ham, Japheth. The three
sons of Noah, who assisted him in the construction of the ark of safety, and hence
they became significant words in the Eoyal
Arch degree according to the American
system. The interpolation oi Adoniram in
the place of one of these names, which is
sometimes met with, is a blunder of some
modern, ignorant ritual maker.

Shem Hampliorasch.

KOison US,
separated name. The Tetragrammaton is so called because, as Maimouides
(More Nevoch.) says, all the names of God
are derived from his works except the
Tetragrammaton, which is called the separated name, because it is derived from the
substance of the Creator, in which there is
no participation of any other thing. That
is to say, this name indicates the self-existent essence of God, which is something altogether within himself, and separate from
his works.
Sheriff. According to Preston, the
sheriff of a county possessed, before the
revival of 1717, a power now confined to
Grand Masters. He says {lUust., p. 182,)
that
sufficient number of Masons met
together within a certain district, with the
consent of the Sheriff or chief magistrate of
the place, were empowered, at this time, to
make Masons, and practise the rites of Masonry without a Warrant of Constitution."
This is confirmed by the following passage
in the Cooke MS., (Lines 901-912 ) " When
the

"A

:

the masters and fellows be forewarned, and
are come to such congregations, if need be,
the Sheriff of the Country, or the Mayor of
the City, or Aldermen of the Town in which
such Congregation is holden, shall be fellow
and sociate to the master of the congregation in help of him against rebels and [for
the] upbearing the right of the realm."
Shetharboznai. See Tatnai.
Shewbread. The twelve loaves
which were placed upon a table in the
sanctuary of the Temple, and which were
called the shewbread or bread of the presence, are represented among the paraphernalia of a Lodge of Perfection in the
Ancient and Accepted Eite. B'ahr {Symbolih) says that the shewbread was a

use of as a test at the passages of the river
Jordan after a victory over the Ephraimites.
The word has two meanings in Hebrew:
1st, an ear of corn
and, 2dly, a stream
of water. As the Ephraimites were desirous of crossing the river, it is probable
that this second meaning suggested it to
the Gileadites as an appropriate test word
en the occasion. The proper sound of the
first letter of this word is sh, a harsh breathing which is exceedingly difficult to be pronounced by persons whose vocal organs
have not been accustomed to it. Such was
the case with the Ephraimites, who substituted for the aspiration the hissing sound
of s. Their organs of voice were incapable of the aspiration, and therefore, as the
record has it, they "could not frame to
pronounce it right." The learned Burder
remarks {Orient. Cust, ii. 782,) that in
Arabia the difference of pronunciation
among persons of various districts is much
greater than in most other places, and such
as easily accounts for the circumstance mentioned in the passage of Judges. Hutchinson, {Sp. of Mas., p. 113,) speaking of this
word, rather fancifully derives it from the
Greek ai^a, I revere, and XiSoi, a stone, and,
therefore, he says " ^iPoXtffov, Sibbolithon,
Colo Lapidem, implies that they (the Ma;

sons) retain and keep inviolate their obligations, as the Juramentum per Jovem La-

pidem, the most obligatory oath held among
the heathen."
It may be remarked that in the ritual
of the Fellow Craft's degree, where the
story of the Ephraimites is introduced, and
where Shibboleth is symbolically interpreted as meaning plenty, the word water ford ia
sometimes used incorrectly, instead of waShibboleth means a flood of water,
terfall.
a rapid stream, not a, ford. In Psalm Ixix.
3 the word is used in this exact sense.
''ir\3l31S rh2'\ff, Shibboleth sheiafatni, the flood
has overwhelmed me. And, besides, a waterfall is an emblem of plenty, because it
indicates an abundance of water; while a
water ford, for the converse reason, is, if
anv symbol at all, a symbol of scarcity.
Shield. The shape of the shield worn
by the knight in the Middle Ages varied
according to the caprice of the wearer, but
generally it was large at the top and gradually diminished to a point, being made of
wood and covered with leather, and on the
outside was seen the escutcheon or representation of the armorial bearings of the
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SHIELD

SHOCK

owner. The shield, with all the other parts
of the armor worn by the knights except
the gauntlets, has been discontinued by the
modern Masonic knights, Oliver tliinks
that in some of the military initiations, as
in those of the Scandinavian mysteries,
the shield was substituted for tlie apron.
An old heraldic writer quoted by SloaneEvans, ( Oram. Brit. Her., 158.) thus gives
the symbolic import of the shield : "Like
as the shield served in the battle for a
safeguard of the body of soldiers against
wounds, even so in time of peace, the same
being hanged up, did dei^nd the owner
against the malevolent detractions of the
envious."

Shield of Darld. Two

interlaced

more commonly known as the
Seal of Solomon, and considered by the
ancient Jews as a talisman of great effi-

triangles,

cacy.
(See Seal of Solomon.) Because the
shield was, in battle, a protection, like a
talisman, to the person, the Hebrews used
the same word, ]JD, Magen, to signify both
a ihiehl and a talismen. Gaffarel savs, in
his Ouriosifates Inauditm (Lond. ih-ans.,
1650, p. 133,) " The Hebrew word Maghen
signifies a scutcheon, or any other thing
noted with Hebrew characters, the virtue
whereof is like to that of a scutcheon."
After showing that the shield was never an

image, because the Mosaic law forbade the
making of graven images, he adds : " Maghen, therefore, signifies properly any piece
of paper or other like matter marked or
noted with certain characters drawn from
the Tetragrammaton, or Great Name of
four letters, or from any other."

The most

K"JJ»,
tlie

AglA, which was compounded of

initials

of the words of the sentence,

'Jnx dSj;"? T3J nnx, Atah Oibor Lolam Adonai, " Thou are strong in the eternal Gk)d,"

Thus

constructed, the shield of David was
supposed to be a preservative against all
sorts of dangers.
Shook. A striking of hands and feet,
so as to produce a sudden noise. There is
a ceremony called " the shock," which was
in use in tne reception of an Apprentice in
the beginning of this century, and is still

used by some Lodges in what is called
" the Shock of Entrance," and bv all in
" the Shock of Enlightenment." " Of the
first shock as well as of the second, I have
found evident traces in some of the earlier
rituals of the last century, and 1 have no
doubt that it was nn ancient oeremonv, the
gradual disuse of which is an innovation.

Shook of £iilichtoiiiiioiit. A
ceremony used in all tTio degrees of Symbolic Masonry.
By it we seek to symbolize the idea of the

birth of material

by the representation of the circumstances that accompanied it, and their
light,

reference to the birth of intellectual or Masonic light. The one is the type of tlie
other; and hence the illumination of the
candidate is attended with a ceremony
that may be supposed to imitate the primal
illumination of Qie universe
most feebly,
it is true, and yet not altogether without
impressiveness.
Ihe Shock of Enlightenment is, then, a
symbol of the change which is now taking
place in the intellectual condition of the
candidate. It is the stfinbol of the birth of
intilltctual light and the dispersion of intel-

—

lectual darkness.

Shook of

Eiitrniioo.

A

ceremony

formerly used on the admission of an Entered Apprentice, but now partly becoming
obsolete.
In the old initiations, the same

word

signified to die and to be initiated, because, in the initiation, the lesson of death
and the resurrection to eternal life was the
dogma inculcated. In the initiation of an

Apprentice in Masonry the same lesson is
begun to be taught, and the initiate, entering upon a now life and new duties, disrupting old ties and forming new ones,
passes into a new birth. This is, or ought
to be, necessarily accompanied bv some ceremony which should symbolically represent
this great moral cliange. Hence the unpression of this idea is made by the symbolism

usual form of the Shield of David was to
place in the centre of the two triangles, and
at the intersecting points, the Hebrew word

of the shock at the entrance of the candidate.
The shock or entrance is then the symbol of the disruption of the candidate from
the ties of the world, and his introduction
into the life of Masonry.
Jt is the sijmbol
of the agonies of the first death and
qf the
throes qf the new birth.

:

SHOE

SIGHT

Shoe. Among the ancient Israelites,
the shoe was made use of in several significant ways. To put off the shoes, imported
reverence, and was done in the presence of
God, or on entering the dwelling of a superior.
To unloose one's shoe and give it to
another was the way of confirming a contract.
Thus we read in the book of Ruth,
that Boaif having proposed to the nearest
kinsman of Ruth to exercise his legal
right by redeeming the land of Naomi,

ings of the brethren or companions possessing them, informally and temporarily called
for the sole purpose of conferring them.
These temporary assemblies owe no allegiance to any supreme, controlling body,
except so far as they are composed of Master or Royal Arch Masons, and when the
business of conferring the degrees is accomplished, they are dissolved at once, not
to meet again, except under similar circumstances and for a similar purpose.
Some of them are conferred on Master Ma-

which was offered tor sale, and marrying
her daughter-in-law, the kinsman, being unable to do so, resigned liis right of purchase
to Boaz and the narrative goes on to say,
(Ruth iv. 7, 8,) " Now this was the manner
in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things a man plucked off his shoe,
and gave it to his neighbor and this was a
testimony in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So
;

;

:

he drew

off his shoe."

The

reference to
the shoe in the first degree is therefore
really as a symbol of a covenant to be entered into. In the third degree the symbolism is altogether different.
For an explanation of it, see Discalceation.
ShoTel. An instrument used to remove rubbish. It is one of the workingtools of a Royal Arch Mason, and symbolically teaches him to remove the rubbish
of passions and prejudices, that lie may be
fitted, when he thus escapes from the captivity of sin, for the search and the reception of Eternal Truth and Wisdom.
Shrine. Oliver says that the shrine
is the place where the secrets of the Royal
Arch are deposited. The word is not so
used in this country, nor does it seem
properly applicable according to the legend
of the degree.
Side Degrees. There are certain
Masonic degrees, which, not being placed
in the regular routine of the acknowledged
degrees, are not recognized as a part of
Ancient Masonry, but receive the name of
" Honorary or Side Degrees." They constitute no part of the regular ritual, and are
not under the control of either Grand
Lodges, Grand Chapters, or any other of
the legal, administrative bodies of the InAlthough a few of them are
stitution.
very old, the greater number are of a
comparatively modern origin, and are generally supposed to have been indebted for
their invention to the ingenuity of either
Grand Lecturers, or other distinguished
Masons. Their history and ceremonies are
,

often interesting, and so far as we have
been made acquainted with them, their
tendency, when they are properly conferThey are not given
red, is always moral.
in Lodges or Chapters, but at private meet-

4P
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some on Royal Arch Masons, and some
only on Knights Templars. There is another class which females, connected by certain ties of relationship with the Fraternity, are permitted to receive; and this fact,
in some measure, assimilates these degrees
to the Masonry of Adoption, or Female
sons,

Masonry, which is practised in France and
some other European countries, although
there are important points of difference between them. These female side degrees
have received the name of " androgynous
degrees," from

two Greek words signifying

man and woman, and are

thus called to indicate the participation in them by both sexes.
The principal side degrees practised in
this country are as follows
1.

2.
3.

Secret Monitor.
Knight of the Three Kings.
Knight of Constantinople.

4.

Mason's Wife and Daughter.

5.

Ark and Dove.

Mediterranean Pass.
Knight and Heroine of Jericho.
8. Good Samaritan.
9. Knight of the Mediterranean Pass.
Sight, Making Masons at. The
prerogative of the Grand Master to make
6.

7.

Masons at sight is described as the eighth
landmark of the Order. It is a technical
term, which may be defined to be the power
to initiate, pass, and raise candidates, by the
Grand Master, in a Lodge of emergency,
or, as it is called in the Book of Constitutions, " an occasional Lodge," specially
convened by him, and consisting of such
Master Masons as he may call together for
the Lodge ceasing to
that purpose only
;

exist as soon as the initiation, passing, or
raising has been accomplished, and the

brethren have been dismissed by the Grand
Master.
It is but right to say that this doctrine is
not universally received as established law
by the Craft. I do not think, however,
that it was ever disputed until within a
recent period. It is true
that Cole, (M-eemas., lib. 51,) as far back as
1817, remarked that it was " a great stretch
of power, not recognized, or at least, he beBut
lieved, not practised in this country."
the qualifying phrases in this sentence,
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SIGHT

clearly show that he was by no means certain that he was correct in denying the
recognition of the right. Cole, however,
would hardly he considered as competent
authority on a question of Masonic law, as

SIGHT
Lodge which initiated the Duke of Lorraine was held at the residence of Sir
Eobert Walpole, in Norfolk, while the
Grand Lodge always met in London. In

1766, the Grand Lodge held its communihe was evidently unacquainted with the cations at the Crown and Anchor, but the
Book of Constitutions, and does not quote or occasional Lodge, which in the same year
refer to it throughout his voluminous work. conferred the degrees on the Duke of GlouIn that Book of Constitutions, however, cester, was convened at the Horn tavern.
several instances are furnished of the exer- In the following year, the Lodge which incise of this right by various Grand Masters. itiated the Duke of Cumberland was conIn 1731, Lord Lovell being Grand Master, vened at the Thatched House tavern, the
he " formed an occasional Lodge at Hough- Grand Lodge continuing to meet at the
ton Hall, Sir Eobert Walpole's House in Crown and Anchor.
Norfolk," and there made the Duke of
But I think that a conclusive argument
Lorraine, afterwards Emperor of Germany, d fortiori may be drawn from the dispenand tlie Duke of Newcastle, Master Masons. sing power of the Grand Master, which has

I do not quote the case of the initiation,
passing, and raising of Frederick, Prince
of Wales, in 1737, which was done in " an
occasional Lodge," over which Dr. Desaguliers presided, because, as Desaguliers was
not the Grand Master, nor even, as has been
incorrectly stated by the New York Committee of Correspondence, Deputy Grand
Master, but only a Past Grand Master, it
cannot be called a maiing at sight. He
most probably acted under the Dispensation
of the Grand Master, who at that time was
the Earl of Darnley.
But in 1766, Lord Blaney, who was then
Grand Master, convened " an occasional
Lodge," and initiated, passed, and raised
the Duke of Gloucester.
Again in 1767, John Salter, the Deputy,
then acting as Grand Master, convened
" an occasional Lodge," and conferred the
three degrees on the Duke of Cumberland.
In 1787, the Prince of Wales was made
a Mason "at an occasional Lodge convened," says Preston, " for the purpose at

the Star and Garter, Pall Mall, o\'er which
the Duke of Cumberland (Grand Ma.ste.r)
presided in person."
It has been said, however, by those who
deny the existence of this prerogative, that
these " occasional Lodges " were only special communications of the Grand Lodge,
and the " makings " are thus supposed to
have taken place under the authority of
that body, and not of the Grand Master.
The facts, however, do not sustain this
position.
Throughout the Book of Constitutions, other meetings, whether regular
or special, are distinctly recorded as meetings of the Grand Lodge; while these " occasional Lodges " appear only to have been
convened by the Grand Master for the
purpose of making Masons. Besides, in
many instances the Lodge was held at a
different place from that of the Grand
Lodge, and the officers were not, with the
exception of the Grand Master, the officers
of the Grand Lodge. Thus the occasional

never been denied.
No one ever has
doubted, or can doubt, the inherent right
of the Grand Master to constitute Lodges
by Dispensation, and in these Lodges, so
constituted, Masons may be legally entered,
gassed, and raised. This is done every day.
even Master Masons applying to the
Grand Master, he grants them a Dispensation, under authority of which they proceed to open and hold a Lodge, and ti
make Masons. This Lodge is, however, admitted to be the mere creature of the
Grand Master, for it is in his power at any
time to revoke the Dispensation he had
granted, and thus to dissolve the Lodge.
But if the Grand Master has the power
thus to enable others to confer the degrees
and make Masons, by his individual authority out of his presence, are we not permitted to argue d fortiori that he has also
the right of congregating seven brethren
and causing a Mason to be made in his
sight ? Can he delegate a power to others
which he does not himself possess? And
is
his calling together an "occasional
Lodge," and making, with the assistance
of the brethren thus assembled, a Mason
" at sight," that is to say, in his presence,
any thing more or less tlian the exercise
of his dispensing power for the establishment of a Lodge under dispensation, for a
temporary period and for a special pur-

The purpose having been effected,
and the Mason having been made, he revokes his Dis{>ensation, and the Lodge is
dismissed.
If we assumed any other
ground than this, we should be compelled
to say that though the Grand Master
might authorize others to make Masons
when he was absent, he could not do it
himself when present. The form of the
expression "making Masons at sight" is
borrowed from Laurence Dermott, the
Grand Secretary of the Athol or Sdiismatic
Grand Lodge " making Masons in an occasional Lodce" is the phrase used by
Anderson and his subsequent editors. Derpose.

;

:

SIGN

SIGN

mott, ( True Ahim. Eez.,) commenting on the
thirteenth of the old regulations, which
prescribes that Fellow Crafts and Master
Masons cannot be made in a private Lodge
except by the Dispensation of the Grand
Master, says: "This is a very ancient
regulation, but seldom put in practice, new
Masons being generally made at private

Lodges; however, the Eight Worshipful
Grand Master has full power and authority
to make, or caused to be made, in his
worship's presence, Free and Accepted
Masons at sight, and such making is good.
But they cannot be made out of his worship's presence without a written Dispensation for that purpose.
Nor can his
worship oblige any warranted Lodge to receive the person so made, if the members
should declare against him or them but
ia such case the Bight Worshipful Grand
Master may grant them a Warrant and
form them into a new Lodge."
But the fact that Dermott uses the phrase
;

does not militate against the existence of
the prerogative, nor weaken the argument
in its favor.
For, in the first place, he is
not quoted as authority and secondly, it is
very possible that he did not invent the expression, but found it already existing as
a technical phrase generally used by the
Craft, although not to be found in the
The form there
Book of Constitutions.
used is " making Masons in an occasional
Lodge," which, as I have already said, is of
the same signification.
The mode of exercising the prerogative
;

is

this

:

The Grand Master summons

to

not less than six other
Masons, convenes a Lodge, and without
any previous probation, but on sight of the
candidate, confers the degrees upon him,
after which he dissolves the Lodge and
dismisses the brethren.
Sign. Signs constitute that universal
language of which the commentator on the
Leland MS. says that " it is a thing rather
It is evito be wished than hoped for."
dent, however, that such a substitute for a
universal language has always existed
among mankind. There are certain expressions of ideas which, by an implied
common consent, are familiar even to the
most barbarous tribes. An extension forward of the open hands will be understood
at once by an Australian savage or an
American Indian as a gesture betokening
peace, while the idea of war or dislike
would be as readily conveyed to either of
them by a repulsive gesture of the same
hands. These are not, however, what constitute the signs of Masonry.
It is evident that every secret society
must have some conventional mode of distinguishing strangers from those who are
his

assistance
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members, and Masonry, in this re-spect,
must have followed the universal custom
of adopting such modes of recognition.

its

The Abbe Grandidier

[Essais Historiques
Topographiques, p. 422,) says that when
Josse Dotzinger, as architect of the Cathedral of Strasburg, formed, in 1452, all the
Master Masons in Germany into one body,
" he gave them a word and a particular
sign by which they might recognize those
who were of their Confraternity." Martene, who wrote a treatise on the ancient rites
of the monks, [De Aniiquis Monachorum ritibuss,) says that, at tlie Monastery of Hirschau, where many Masons were incoi'porated as lay brethren, one of the officers of
the monastery was called the Master of the
Works; and the Masons under him had a
sign which he describes as " pugnam super
pugnam pone vicissim quasi simules constructores marum " that is, they placed
alternately fist upon fist, as if imitating the
builders of walls.
He also says, and other
writers confirm the statement, that in the
Middle Ages the monks had a system of
signs by which they were enabled to recognize the members of their different orders.
Krause [Kunsturkunden, iv. 420,) thinks
that the Masons derived their custom of
having signs of recognition from this rule
of the old monks. But we can trace the
existence of signs to remote antiquity. In
the Ancient Mysteries, the initiates were always instructed in a sign.
Thus, when a wreath was presented to an
initiate of the mysteries of Mithras by another, instead of receiving it, he cast it upon
the ground, and this gesture of casting down
was accepted as a sign of recognition.
So, too, Apuleius (Metamorph.) describes
the action of one of the devotees of the mysteries of Isis, and says " He walked gently,
with a hesitating step, the ancle of the left
foot being slightly bent, in order, no doubt,
that he might afford me some sign by which
And in another
I might recognize him."
work [Apologia) he says " If any one happens to be present who has been initiated
into the same rites as myself, if he will give
me the sign, he shall then be at liberty to hear
what it is that I keep with so much care."
Plautus, too, alludes to this custom in
one of his plays [Miles Gloriosus, iv. 2,)
when he says
et

;

:

:

" Cedo signwm,

si

harunc Baccharum

est,"

i. e., "Give me the sign, if you are one of
these Bacchantes."
Signs, in fact, belong to all secret associations, and are no more peculiar to Masonry than is a system of initiation. The
forms differ, but the principle has always

existed.

—

;

SIGNATURE

SIGN

Signature. Every Mason vrho receives a certificate or diploma from a Grand
Lodge is required to affix his signature in
tlie margin, for .1 reason whicli is given under the words Ne Varietur, which see.
ring on which there is an
Signet.
impression of a device is called a signet.
They were far more common among the
ancients than they arc among the moderns,
although they are still used by many per-

brings it to the Grand Council is in search
of Divine Truth, and to give to him the
promise that he will by its power speedily
obtain his reward in the possession of that
The Signet of
for which he is seeking.
Truth is presented to the aspirant to assure
him that he is advancing in his progress to
the attainment of truth, and that he is thus
invested with the power to pursue the

the custom at this
day in the East, letters were never signed
by the persons who sent them and their
authenticity depended solely on the impression of the signets which were attached
to them. So common was their use among
the ancients, that Clement of Alexandria,
while forbidding the Christians of the second century to dock their fingers with rings,
which would have been a mark of vanity,
makes an exception in favor of signet
rings. " We must wear," he says, " but one
ring, for the use of a signet all other rings
we must cast aside." Signets were originally engraved altogether upon stone; and
Pliny says that metal ones did not come
into use until the time of Claudius Csesar.
Signets are constantly alluded to in

Signet of Zernbbabel. This is
used in the American ritual of the Royal
Arch degree. It refers to a passage of
Haggai, (ii. 23,) where God has promised
that he will make Zerubbabel his signet.
It has the same symbolic meaning as is
given to its synonym the "Signet of
Truth," because Zeruiibabel, as the head of
the second Temple, was the symbol of the
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A

sons.

Formerly, as

is

;

;

Scripture.

The

Hebrews

called

them

jT)T^3Q, Sabaoth, and they appear to have
been used among them from an early period,
for we find that when Judah asks Tamar
what pledge he shall give her, she replies,
"Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy

search.

searcher after trutli. But something may
be said of the incorrect form in which it
At least from
is found in many Chapters.
the time when Cross presented an engraving of this signet in his Hieroglyphic
Chart, and perhaps from a much earlier
period, for he may possibly have only perpetuated the blunder, it has been represented in most Chapters by a triangular plate
of metal. Now, an unattached plate of
metal, in any shape whatsoever, is about
as correct a representation of a signet as a
walking-cane is of a piece of money. The
signet is and always has been a fingerring, and so it should
be represented in the
cerem onies of the Chapter. What the peculiar
device of this signet
for every signet
was,
must have a device,
we axe unable to show, but we may suppose

hand." (Gen. xxxviii.
finger, generally the index finger, and always on the
right hand, as being the most honorable;
thus in Jeremiah xxii. 24, we read: "As I
live, saith the Lord, though Coniah, the
son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were the
siguet upon my right hand, yet would I that it was the Tetragrammaton, perhaps
pluck thee thence." The signets of the an- in its well-known abbreviated form of a
cients were generally sculptured with reli- yod within a triangle. Whether this was so
gious symbols or the heads of their deities. or not, such a device would be most approThe sphinx and the sacred beetle were fa- priate to the symbolism of the Royal Arch
vorite signets among the Egyptians. The ritual.
former was adopted from that people by the
Significant Word. Significant is
Boman Emperor Augustus. The Babylo- making a sign. A significant word is a
nians followed the same custom, and many sign-making word, or a word that is equivof their signets, remaining to this day, ex- alent to a sign so the secret words used in
hibit beautifully sculptured images of Baal- the diffisrent degrees of Masonry, and the
knowledge of which becomes a sign of the
Berith and other Chaldean deities.
The impression from the signet-ring of a possession of the degree, are called signifiking gave the authority of a royal decree cant words. Such a word Lenning calls
" ein bedeutendes Wort," which has the
to any document to which it was affixed
and hence the delivery or transfer of the same meaning.
signet to any one made him, for the time,
Sign of ]>istre$«8. This is probably
the representative of the king, and gave one of the original modes of recognition
him the power of using the royal name.
adopted at the revival period, if notT)efore.
Signet of Truth. The signet of It is to be found in the earliest rituals exZenibbabel, used in the ritual of the Royal tant of the last century, and its connection
Arch degree, is also there called the Signet with the legend of the third degree makes
of Truth, to indicate that the neophyte who it evident that it probably belongs to that
staff "that is in thine
18.)

They were worn on the

—

;

,

SILENCE

SIROC

The Craft in the last centurydegree.
called it sometimes "the Master's Clap,"
and sometimes " the Grand Sign," which

name has been adopted by the Masons of the present century, who call it the
" Grand Hailing Sign," to indicate its use
in hailing or calling a brother whose assistance may be needed. The true form of
the sign has unfortunately been changed
by carelessness or ignorance from the ancient one, which is still preserved in Great
Britain and on the continent of Europe.
It is impossible to be explicit but it may
be remarked, that looking to its traditional
origin, the sign is a defensive one, first
made in an hour of attack, to give protection to the person. This is perfectly represented by the European and English form,
but utterly misrepresented by the American. The German Rite of Schroeder attempted some years ago to induce the Craft
to transfer this sign from the third to the
first degree.
As this would have been an
evident innovation, and would have contradicted the ritual history of its origin
and meaning, the attempt was not successlatter

;

ful.

See Secrecy and Silence.
ISlIver and Gold. When St. Peter
healed the lame man whom he met at the
gate Beautiful of the Temple, he said to
him, "Silver and gold have I none; but
such as I have give I thee;" and he bestowed on him the gift of health. When
the pious pilgrim begged his way, through
all the perils of a distant journey, to kneel
at the Holy Sepulchre, in his passage
through poor and inhospitable regions, a
crust of bread and a draught of water were
often the only alms that he received. This
has been symbolized in the ritual of reception of a Knight Templar, and in it the
words of St. Peter have been preserved, to
be applied to_ the allegorical pilgrimage

Silence.

there represented.

SilTer Cord.

In the beautiful and

affecting description of the body of man
suffering under the infirmities of old age
given in the twelfth chapter of Ecclesiastes,
we find the expression " or ever the silver

cord beloosed, or the golden bowl be broken
or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or
the wheel broken at the cistern then shall
the dust return to the earth as it was, and
the spirit shall return to God who gave it."
Dr. Clarke thus explains these beautiful
metaphors. The silver cord is the spinal
marrow; its loosening is the cessation of
all nervous sensibility ; the golden bowl is
the brain, which is rendered unfit to perform its functions by the approach of death;
the pitcher means the great vein which
carries the blood to the right ventricle of
the heart, here called the fountain by the
:

;
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is meant the great artery which receives the blood from the left ventricle of
the heart, here designated as the cistern.
This collection of metaphors is a part of
the Scripture reading in the third degree,
and forms an appropriate introduction to
those sublime ceremonies whose object ia
to teach symbolically the resurrection and
life eternal.

wheel

A

mountain of Arabia between
Slnal.
the horns of the Red Sea. It is the place
where Moses received the Law from Jehovah, and where he was directed to construct
the tabernacle. Hence, says Lenning, the
Scottish Masons make Mt. Sinai a symbol
of truth. Of the high degrees, the twentythird and twenty-fourth of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, or the Chief and the Prince
of the Tabernacle, refer in their rituals
to this mountain and the Tabernacle there
constructed.

Sintooism. The ancient religion of
Japan, and founded on the worship of ancestors.
It acknowledges a Supreme Creator and many subordinate gods called
Kami, many of whom are the apotheoses
of emperors and great men. It believes in
the immortality of the soul, and in its ritual
uses symbols, such as the mirror,
which is
the symbol of an unsoiled life,
and lustrations symbolic of moral purification.
Like the early Grecian mythology, Sintooism has deified natural objects, such as the
sun, the air, earth, fire, water, lightning,
thunder, etc. It is a system much mixed
up with the philosophy of Confucius and
with myths and legends.
Sir. This is the distinctive title given
to the possessors of the degrees of Masonic
knighthood, and is borrowed from the heraldic usage. The word " knight " is sometimes interposed between the title and the
personal name, as, for example, "Sir Knight
John Smith." English knights are in the
habit of using the word frater, or brother,
a usage whidi to some extent is being
adopted in this country. English Knights
Templars have been led to the abandonment of the title Sir because legal enactments made the use of titles not granted

—
—

by the crown unlawful.

But there

is

no

such law in this country. The addition of
Sir to the names of all Knights is accounted,
says Ashraole, "parcel of their style." The
use of it is as old, certainly, as the time of
Edward I., and it is supposed to be a contraction of the old French Sire, meaning
Seigneur, or Lord.

Siroc. ]n«!'. A significant word, formerly used in the Order of High Priesthood in this country. It signifies a shoelatchet, and refers "to the declaration of
Abraham to Melchizedek, that of the goods
which had been captured he would "no5

SIX

SISTER
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take from a thread even to a shoe-latchet,"
that is, nothing even of the slightest value.
The introduction of this word into some of
the lower capitular degrees is a recent error
of ignorant ritualists.

Sister Liodges. Lodges are so called
which are in the same Masonic jurisdiction, and owe obedience to the same Grand
Lodge.

I cannot for a moment admit,
on the authority of a mistranslation of a
single letter, by which an a was taken for
an e, thus changing ille into ilia, or he into
she, that the Masonic gild admitted women
into a craft whose labors were to hew heavy
stones and to ascend tall scaffolds. Such
never could have been the case in Operative Masonry.
There is, however, abundant evidence
that in the other gilds, or livery companies
of England, women or sisters were admitted to the freedom of the company. Herto have."

Sisters by Adoption . In the Lodges
of the French Adoptive Rite this is the
title by which the female members are
designated. The female members of all
androgynous degrees are sisters, iis the male bert {Hist. Liv. Comp., xi. 83,) thinks that
members are brethren.
the custom was borrowed, on the constitution
Sisters of the Oild. The attempt of the Companies, by Edward III. from the
of a tew writers to maintain that women ecclesiaiitical or religious gilds, which were
were admitted into the niediseval confra- often composed of both sexes. But I do
ternities of Masons fails to be substantiated not think that there is any evidence that
for want of sufficient proof.
The entire the usage was extended to the building
spirit of the Old Constitutions indicates corporations or Freemasons' gilds.
A wothat none but men, under the titles of man might be a female grocer or haber"brethren" and "fellows," were admitted dasher, but she could hardly perform the
into these Masonic gilds
and the first duties of a female builder.
code of charges adopted at the revival in
Situation of tlie Liodge. A Lodge
1717, declares that ''the persons admitted is, or ought to be, always situated due east
members of a Lodge must be good and true and west, for reasons which are detailed in
men. ... no women, etc." The opinion the articles Ecuit and Orientation, which see.
that women were originally admitted into
Six Liiglits. The six lights of Symthe Masonic gild, as it is asserted that bolic Masonry are divided into the Greater
they were into some of the others, is based and Lesser lAghts, (which see.)
In the
upon the fact that, in what is called the American system of the Royal Arch there
"York MS., No. '1," whose date as affixed is no symbol of the kind, but in the Engto the roll is 1693, we find the following lish system there are six lights
three lesser
placed in the form of
words " Then one of the elders takeing the and three greater
Booke, and that hee or shee that is to be two interlaced triangles. The three lesser
made mason shall lay their hands thereon, represent the Patriarchal, Mosaic, and
and the charge shall be given." But in Christian dispensations; the three greater
the " Alnwick MS.," which is inserted as the Creative, Preservative and Destructive
a Preface to the Records of the Lodge at power of God. The four lesser triangles,
Alnwick, beginning Sept. 29, 1701, and formed by the intersection of the two great
which manuscript was tnerefore probably triangles, are emblematic of the fourdegrees
of Ancient Craft Masonry.
vit least contemporary with that of York, we
find the corresponding passage in the folSix Periods. The Grand Architect's
lowing words " Then shall one of the most Six Periods constituted a part of the old
ancient of them all hold a book that he or Prestonian lecture in the Fellow Craft's
they may lay his or their hands upon the degree. It referred to the six days of creaAgain, in the "Harleian tion, the six periods being the six days. It
said Book," etc.
MS.," whose date is supposed to be 1650, no longer forms a part of the lecture as
we meet with the regulation in Latin thus: modified by Hemming in England, al" Tunc unus ex senioribus teneat librum et though Oliver devotes a chapter in his HisThis was no torical Landmarks to this subject. It was
illi vel ille teneat librum."
doubt the original form of which the writer most probably at one time taught in this
of the York MS. gives a translation, and country before Webb modified and abridged
either through ignorance or clerical care- the Prestonian lectures, for Hardie gives
lessness, the " illi vel ille," instead of (hey the "Six Periods" in full in his Monitor,
Be- which was published in 1818. The Webb
or he, has been translated he or she.
sides, the whole tenor of the charges in the lecture, now practised in this country, comYork MS. clearly shows that they were in- prehends the whole subject of the Six
tended for men only. A woman could Periods, which make a closely printed page
scarcely have been required to swear that in Brown's Master Key, in these few words:
she " would not take her fellow's wife in " In six days God created the heavens and
villainy," nor make any one a Mason un- the earth, and rested upon the seventh day
less " he has his right limbs as a man ought the seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren
;

—

:

—

:

•

SKELETON

SLOANE

consecrated as a day of rest from their labors thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to contemplate the glorious works of
creation, and to adore their great Creator."
symbol of death. The
Skeleton.
ancient Egyptians often introduced a skeleton in their feasts to remind the revellers of
the transitory nature of their enjoyments,
and to teach them that in the midst of life we
are in death. As such an admonitory symbol, it is used in some of the high degrees.
Skirrit. In the English system the
skirrit is one of the working-tools of a

and the word most probably sprang up,

;

A

Master Mason. It is an implement which
acts on a centre-pin, whence a line is drawn,
chalked, and struck to mark out the ground
for the foundation of the intended structure.
Symbolically, it points to us that

straight and undeviating line of conduct
laid down for our pursuits in the volume

of the Sacred Law. The skirrit is not used
in the American system.
Skull. The skull as a symbol is not
used in Masonry except in Masonic Templarism, where it is a symbol of mortality.
Among the articles of accusation sent by
the Pope to the bishops and papal commissaries upon which to examine the
Knights Templars, those from the fortysecond to the fifty-seventh refer to the hu-
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with a few other innovations intended as
methods of precaution, about the
time of the anti-Masonic excitement.
especial

Sloane Manuscripts. There are
three copies of the Old Constitutions which
bear this name. All of them were found in
the British Museum among the heterogeneous collection of papers which were once
the property of Sir Elans Sloane. The first,
which is known in the Museum as No.
3848, is one of the most complete of the
copies extant of the Old Constitutions. At
the end of it, the date is certified by the
following subscription " Finis p. me Eduardu Sankey decimo sexto die Octobris
Anno Domini 1646." It was published for
the first time, from an exact transcript of
the original, by Bro. Hughan in his Old
Charges of the British Freemasons. The second Sloane MS. is known in the British
Museum as No. 3323. It is in a large folio
volume of' three hundred and twenty-eight
leaves, on the fly-leaf of which Sir Hans
Sloane has written, " Loose papers of mine
Concerning Curiosities." There are many
Manuscripts by different hands. The Masonic one is subscribed " Hoc scripta fue:

runt

p.

me Thomam

Martin, 1659," and

this fixes the date.
It consists of six leaves
of paper five inches by four, is written in

man skull, "cranium humanum," which the
Templars were accused of using in their a small, neat hand, and endorsed " Free
reception, and worshipping as an idol. It Masonry." It was first published, in 1871,
is possible that the Old Templars made use by Bro. Hughan in his Masonic Sketches and
of the skull in their ceremony of recep- Reprints. The Rev. Bro. A. F. A. Woodtion; but Modern Templars will readily ford thinks this an "indifferent copy of
acquit their predecessors of the
idolatry, and find in their use of

symbolic design.

crime of
a skull a

See Bafomet.

Skull and Cross-bones. They are
a symbol of mortality and death, and are
so used by heralds in funeral achievements.

As the means of inciting the mind to the
contemplation of the most solemn subjects,
the skull and cross-bones are used in the
Chamber of Reflection in the French and
Scottish Kites, and in all those degrees where
that Chamber constitutes a part of the preliminary ceremonies of initiation.

Slander.

Inwood, in his sermon on

" Union Amongst Masons," says " To defame our brother, or suffer him to be defamed, without interesting ourselves for the
preservation of his name and character,
there is scarcely the shadow of an excuse to
be formed. Defamation is always wicked.
Slander and evil speaking are the pests of
civil society, are the disgrace of every degree of religious profession, are the poisonous bane of all brotherly love."
Slave. See Free Born.
Slip. This technical expression in
American Ma.sonry, but mostly confined to
the Western States, and not generally used,
is of very recent origin ; and both the action
:

the former one." I cannot agree with him.
The entire omission of the " Legend of the
Craft" from the time of Lamech to the
building of the Temple, including the important "Legend of Euclid," all of which is
given in full in the MS. No. 3848, together
with a great many verbal discrepancies,
and a total difference in the eighteenth
charge, lead me to suppose that the former
MS. never was seen, or at least copied, by
the writer of the latter. On the whole, it
is, from this very omission, one of the least
valuable of the copies of the Old Constitutions.

The third Sloane MS. is really one of the
most interesting and valuable of those that
have been heretofore discovered. A portion of it, a small portion, was inserted by
Findel in his History of Freemasonry ; but
the whole has been since published in the
Voice of Masonry, a periodical printed at
Chicago in 1872. The number of the MS.
in the British Museum is 3329, and Mr.
Hughan places its date at from 1640 to
1700 but he says that Messrs. Bond and
Sims, of the British Museum, agree in
stating that it is " probably of the beginning of the eighteenth century." But the
Rev. Mr. Woodford mentions a great au;

:

SMITH

SMITH

on MSS., who declares it to be "previous to the middle of the seventeenth century." Findel thinks it originated at the
end of the seventeenth century, and " that
it was found among the papers which Dr.
Plot left behind him on his death, and was
one of the sources whence his communications on Freemasonry were derived." It is
not a copy of the Old Constitutions, in
which respect it differs from all the other
Manuscripts, but is a description of the
ritual of the society of Free Operative Masons at the period when it was written.
This it is that makes it so valuable a contribution to the history of Freemasonry,
and renders it so important that its precise
date should be fixed.

a regulation that " it was incompatible
with the laws of the society for any brother
to hold more than one ofiice at the same
time." In 1783, Capt. Smith published a
work entitled The Use and Ahute of Freemasonry : a work of the greatest utility to the
Brethi-en of t/ie Society, to iVankind in genThe
eral, and to the Ladies in particttlar.
interest to the ladies consists iu some
twenty pages, in which he gives the " Ancient and Modern reasons why the ladies
have never been admitted into the Society
of Freemasons," a section the omission of
which w(mld scarcely have diminished the
value of the work or the reputation of the
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Smith, George.

Captain

Smith was a Mason of some

George

distinction

during the latter part of the eighteenth
century. Although born in England, he
at an early age entered the military service of Prussia, being connected with noble
During his
families of tbat kingdom.
residence on the continent it appears that
he was initiated in one of the German
Lodges. On his return to England he was
appointed Inspector of the Royal Military

Academy

at Woolwich, and published, in
1779, a Universal Military DiAionary, and,
in 1783, a Bibliotheca MUitaris.
He devoted much attention to Masonic
studies, and is said to have been a good
workman in the Royal Military Lodge at
Woolwich, of which he was for four
years the Master.
During his Mastership
the Lodge had, on one occasion, been
opened in the King's Bench prison, and
some persons who were confined there were
initiated.
For this the Master and brethren were censured, and the Grand Lodge
declared that " it is inconsistent with the
principles of Masonry for any Freemason's
Lodge to be held, for the purpose of making, passing, or raising Masons, in any
prison or place of confinement." Smith

author.

The work of Smith would not at the
present day, in the advanced progress of
Masonic knowledge, enhance the reputation of its writer. But at the time when it
appeared, there was a great dearth of Masonic literature Anderson, Calcott, Hutchinson, and Preston being the only authors
of any repute that had as yet written on the
subject of Miisonry. There was much historical information contained within its
pages, and some few suggestive thoughts
on the symbolism and philosophy of the
Order. To the Craft of that day the book
was therefore necessary and useful. Nothing, indeed, proves the necessity of such a
work more than the fact that the Grand
Lodge refused its sanction to the publication on the general ground of opposition
to Masonic literature. Noorthouck, (Cb««^,
p. 347,) in commenting on the refusal of a
sanction, says
" No particular objection being stated
against the above-mentioned work, the
natural conclusion is, that a sanction was
refused on the general principle that, considering the flourishing state of our Lodges,
where regular instruction and suitable exercises are ever ready for all brethren who
zealously aspire to improve in masonical
knowledge, new publications are unnecessary on a subject which books cannot teach.
Indeed, the temptations to authorship have
effected a strange revolution of sentiments
since the year 1720, when even ancient
manuscripts were destroyed, to prevent
their appearance in s. printed Book of Constitutions! for the principal materials in
this very work, then so much dreaded,
have since been retailed in a variety of
forms, to give consequence to fanciful productions that might have been safely \nthheld, without sensible injury, either to the
Fraternity or to the literary reputation of
the writers."

—

was appointed by the Duke of Manchester,
in 1778, Provincial Grand Master of Kent,
and on that occasion delivered his Inaugural Charge before the Lodge of Friendship
at Dover.
He also drew up a code of laws
for the government of the province, which
was published in 1781. In 1780 he was appointed Junior Grand Warden of the Grand
Lodge; but objections having been made by
Heseltine, the Grand Secretary, between
whom and himself there was no very kind
feeling, on the ground that no one could
hold two offices in the Grand Lodge, Smith
resigned at the next quarterly communication.
As at the time of his appointment
To dispel such darkness almost any sort
there was really no law forbidding the of book should have been acceptable. The
holding of two offices, its impropriety was work was published without the sanction,
so manifest, that the Grand Lodge adopted and the Craft being wiser than their repre-

SMITTEN

SOFISM

sentatives in the Grand Lodge, the edition
was speedily exhausted.
Dr. Oliver {Rev. of a Sq., 146,) describes
Captain Smith as a man " plain in speech

gether for a special purpose. Such confraternities, under the name of Sodalitia,
were established in Eome, by Cato the Censor, for the mutual protection of the members.
As their proceedings were secret,
they gave ofience to the government, and
were suppressed, 80 B. c, by a decree of the
senate, but were afterwards restored by a
law of Clodius.
Sofism. The Sofis were a mystical
sect which greatly prevailed in Eastern

and manners, but honorable and upright
in his dealings, and an active and zealous
Mason." It is probable that he died about
the end of the last or the beginning of the
present century.

Smltteu Builder. The old lectures
"The veil of the Temple is
rent, the builder is smitten, and we are raised
used to say:

from the tomb of transgression." Hutchinson, and after him Oliver, apply the expression, "The smitten builder," to the
crucified Saviour, and define it as a symbol
of his divine mediation; but the general
interpretation of the symbol is, that it refers to death as the necessary precursor of
immortality. In this sense, the smitten
builder presents, like every other part of
the third degree, the symbolic instruction
of Eternal Life.

Snow, John. A

distinguished lec-

on Masonry, who was principally
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countries, and especially in Persia, whose
religious faith was supposed by most writers
to embody the secret doctrine of Mohammedanism. Sir John Malcolm (Mist. JPers.,
ch. XX.,) says that they have among them
great numbers of the wisest and ablest men
of Persia and the East, and since his time
the sect has greatly increased.

The name is most probably derived from
the Greek mfia, wisdom; and Malcolm states
that they also bore the name of philosaufs,
in which we may readily detect the word
philosophers.
He says also " The Mo:

hammedan

have endeavored to construmental in introducing the system of nect their mystic faith with the doctrine of
Webb, of whom he was a pupil, into the their prophet, who, they assert, was himself
Lodges of the Western States. He was an accomplished Sofi." The principal Sofi
also a Grand Master of the Grand Lodge writers are familiar with the opinions of
of Ohio, and was the founder and first Aristotle and Plato, and their most imporGrand Commander of the first Grand En- tant works abound with quotations from
campment of Knights Templars in the the latter. Sir John Malcolm compares
same State. He was born in Providence, the school of Sofism with that of PythagEhode Island, February 25, 1780 was ini- oras. It is evident that there is a great
tiated into Freemasonry in Mount Vernon similarity between Sofism and GnostiLodge, of Providence, in 1809, and died cism, and all the features of the Sofic
initiation remind us very forcibly of those
May 16, 1852, at Worthington, Ohio.
of the Masonic. The object of the system
Snows. See Sains.
Social Cbaracter of Freema- is the attainment of Truth, and the novice
sonry. Freemasonry attracts our atten- is invited " to embark on the sea of doubt,"
tion as a great social institution. Laying that is, to commence his investigations,
aside for the time those artificial distinc- which are to end in its discovery.
There are four stages or degrees of initions of rank and wealth, which, however,
are necessary- in the world to the regular tiation: the first is merely preliminary,
progression of society, its members meet in and the initiate is required to observe the
their Lodges on one common level of ordinary rites and ceremonies of religion
brotherhood and equality.
There virtue for the sake of the vulgar, who do not unand talent alone claim and receive pre- derstand their esoteric meaning. In the
eminence, and 'the great object of all is to second degree he is said to enter the pale
see who can best work and best agree. of Sofism, and exchanges these external
There friendship and fraternal affection are rites for a spiritual worship. The third
strenuously inculcated and assiduously cul- degree is that of Wisdom, and he who
tivated, and that great mystic tie is estab- reaches it is supposed to have attained
lished which peculiarly distinguishes the supernatural knowledge, and to be equal
society.
Hence is it that Washington has to the angels. The fourth and last degree
declared that the benevolent purpose of is called Truth, for he has now reached it,
the Masonic institution is to enlarge the and has become completely united with
sphere of social happiness, and its grand Deity. They have, says Malcolm, secrets
object to promote the happiness of the and mysteries in every stage or degree
human race.
which are never revealed to the profane,
Socins. The sixth degree of the Order and to reveal which would be a crime of
turer

in-

Sofis

;

of Strict Observance.

Sodalities.

Societies

or companies

of friends or companions assembled to-
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the deepest turpitude. The tenets of the
sect, so far as they are made known to the
world, are, according to Sir William Jones-

SOFISM

SOLOMON

(Asiat. Besearches, ii. 62,) " that nothing
exists absolutely but God ; that the human
soul is an emanation of his essence, and,
though divided for a time from its heavenly
source, will be finally reunited with it;
that the highest possible happiness will
arise from its reunion ; and that the chief
good of mankind in this transitory world
consists in as perfect a imion with the
Eternal Spirit as the incumbrances of a
mortal frame will allow." It is evident
that an investigation of the true system of
these Eastern mysteries must be an interesting subject of inquiry to the student of
Freemasonry; for Higgins is hardly too
enthusiastic in supposing them to be the

So
lie Ood. The usual obsecration or imprecation affixed in modem
times to oaths, and meaning, " May God so
help me as I keep this vow."
Sojourner. See Frincipal Sojourner.
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ancient Freemasons of Mohammedanism.
His views are thus expressed in the second
volume of his Anaoalypsis, p. 301 a wonderful work
wonderful for the vast and
varied learning that it exhibits; but still
more so for the bold and strange theories
which, however untenable, are defended
with all the powers of a more than ordi-

—

nary

:

intellect.

" The circumstances," he says, " of the
gradation of ranks, the initiation, and the
head of the Order in Persia being called
Grand Master, raise a presumption that the
Sofia were, in reality, the Order of Masons."
Without subscribing at once to the theory
of Higgins, we may well be surprised at the
coincidences existing between the customs
and the dogmas of the Sofis and those of
the Freemasons, and we would naturally
be curious to investigate the causes of the
close communication which existed at various times during the Crusades between
this Mohammedan sect of philosophers and
the Christian Order of Templars.
Mr. C. W. King, in his learned treatise
on the Gnostics, seems to entertain a similar idea of this connection between the
Templars and the Sofis. He says that,
"inasmuch as these Sofis were composed
exclusively of the learned amongst the Persians and Syrians, and learning at that
time meant little more than a proficiency
in medicine and astrology, the two pointe
that brought the Eastern sages into amicable contact with their barbarous invaders
from the West, it is easy to see how the
latter may have imbibed the secret doctrines simultaneously with the science of
those who were their instructors in all matters pertaining to science and art. The Sofi
doctrine involved the grand idea of one
universal creed, which could be secretly
held under any profession of an outward
faith and in fact took virtually the same
view of religious systems as that in which
the ancient philosophers had regarded such
matters."
:

Help

Soldiers of Christ.

Milites Christi

the title by which St. Bernard addressed
his exhortations to the Knights Templars.
They are also called in some of the old documents, "Militia Templi Salomonis," The
Chivalry of the Temple of Solomon; but
their ancient statutes were entitled "Regula
pauperum commilitonum Templi Salomonis,"
The Eule of the poor fellow-soldiers of the
Temple of Solomon ; and this is the title by
which they are now most generally desigis

nated.

Solomon. In writing the life of King
Solomon from a Masonic point of view, it
is impossible to omit a retierence to the legends which have been preserved in the
Masonic system. But the writer, who, with
this preliminary notice, embodies them in
his sketch of the career of the wise king
of Israel, is by no means to be held responsible for a belief in their authenticity.
It
is the business of the Masonic biographer
to relate all that has been handed down by
tradition in connection with the life of
Solomon it will be the duty of the severer
critic to seek to separate out of all these
materials that which is historical from that
which is merely mythical, and to assign to
the former all that is valuable as fact, and
;

to the latter all that is equally valuable as

symbolism.
Solomon, the king of Israel, the son of
David and Bathsheba, ascended the throne
of his kingdom 3989 years after the creation
of the world, and 1015 years before the
Christian era. He was then only twenty
years of age, but the youthful monarch is
said to have commenced his reign with the
decision of a legal question of some difficulty, in which he exhibited the first promise of that wise judgment for which he was
ever afterwards distinguished.
One of the great objects of Solomon's life,
and the one which most intimately connects
him with the history of the Masonic institution, was the erection of a temple to Jehovah, This, too, had been a favorite design of his father David. For this purpose,
that monarch, long before his death, had
numbered the workmen whom he found in
his kingdom had appointed the overseers
of the work, the hewers of stones, and the
bearers of burdens
had prepared a great
quantity of brass, iron, ana cedar ; and had
amassed an immense treasure with which
to support the enterprise.
But on consulting with the prophet Nathan, he learned
from that holy man, that although the pious
intention was pleasing to God, yet that he
;

;

:
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•would not be permitted to carry it into exeand the Divine prohibition was proclaimed in these emphatic words " Thou

and David, was disposed to extend the
friendship he had felt for the father to the
son, and replied, therefore, to the letter of
hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made Solomon in the following epistle
" It is fit to bless God that he hath comgreat wars; thou shalt not build a house
unto my name, because thou hast shed mitted thy father's government to thee,
much blood upon the earth in my sight." who art a wise man endowed with all

<!ution,

:

The

task was, therefore, reserved for the

more peaceful Solomon,

his son

and

suc-

cessor.

Hence, when David was about to die, he
charged Solomon to build the Temple of
God as soon as he should have received the
kingdom. He also gave him directions in
relation to the construction of the edifice,
and put into his possession the money,
amounting to ten thousand talents of gold
and ten times that amount of silver, which
he had collected and laid aside for defray-

ing the expense.
Solomon had

scarcely ascended
the
throne of Israel, when he prepared to
carry into execution the pious designs of
his predecessor.
For this purpose, however, he found it necessary to seek the assistance of Hiram, king of Tyre, the ancient friend and ally of his father. The
Tyrians and Sidonians, the subjects of
Hiram, had long been distinguished for
their great architectural skill ; and, in fact,
many of them, as the members of a mystic
operative society, the fraternity of Diony-

sian

artificers,

had long monopolized the

profession of building in Asia Minor.
The
Jews, on the contrary, were rather more
eminent for their military valor than for
their knowledge of the arts of peace, and
hence King Solomon at once conceived the
necessity of invoking the aid of these
foreign architects, if he expected to complete the edifice he was about to erect,
cither in a reasonable time or with the

splendour and magnificence appropriate to
the sacred object for which it was intended.
Por this purpose he addressed the following letter to King Hiram
" Know thou that my father would have
built a temple to God, but was hindered by
wars and continual expeditions, for he did
not leave off to overthrow his enemies till
:

But
all subject to tribute.
I give thanks to God for the peace I, at
present, enjoy, and on that account I am
at leisure, and design to build a house to
father, that
God, for God foretold to
such a house should be built by me ; wherefore I desire thee to send some of thy subjects with mine to Mount Lebanon, to cut
down timber, for the Sidonians are more
skilful than our people in cutting of wood.
As for wages to the hewers of wood, I will
pay whatever price thou shalt determine."
Hiram, mindftil of the former amity and
alliance that had existed between himself
he made them

my

As for myself, I rejoice at the
condition thou art in, and will be subservient to thee in all that thou sendest to me
about for when, by my subjects, I have
cut down many and large trees of cedar and
cypress wood, I will send them to sea, and
will order my subjects to make floats of
them, and to sail to what places soever of
thy country thou shalt desire, and leave
virtues.

;

them

there, after

which thy subjects may

carry them to Jerusalem. But do thou
take care to procure us corn for this timber,
which we stand in need of, because we inhabit in an island."
Hiram lost no time in fulfilling the
promise of assistance which he had thus
given ; and accordingly we are informed
that Solomon received thirty-three thousand six hundred workmen from Tyre, besides a sufficient quantity of timber and
stone to construct the edifice which he was
about to erect. Hiram sent him, also, a
far more important gift than either men or
materials, in the person of an able architect, " a curious and cunning workman,"
whose skill and experience were to be exercised in superintending the labors of the
craft, and in adorning and beautifying the
building.
Of this personage, whose name
was also Hiram, and who plays so important a part in the history of Freemasonry,
an account will be found in the article
Hiram Abif, to which the reader is referred.
King Solomon commenced the erection
of the Temple on Monday, the second day
of the Hebrew month Zif, which answers
to the twenty-first of April, in the year of
the world 2992, and 1012 years before the
Christian era. Advised in all the details,
as Masonic tradition informs us, by the
wise and prudent counsels of Hiram, king
of Tyre, and Hiram Abif, who, with himself, constituted at that time the three
Grand Masters of the Craft, Solomon made
every arrangement in the disposition and
government of the workmen, in the payment of their wages, and in the mainte-

nance of concord and harmony which
should insure dispatch in the execution and
success in the result.
To Hiram Abif was intrusted the general superintendence of the building, while
subordinate stations were assigned to other
eminent artists, whose names and offices
have been handed down in the traditions
of the Order.
In short, the utmost perfection of human

—
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wisdom was displayed by this enlightened of vanities aU is vanity," he is supposed
monarch in the disposition of everything to have acknowledged that in his own exthat related to the construction of the stu- perience he had discovered that falsehood
pendous edifice. Men of the most compre- and sensuality, however they may give
hensive minds, imbued with the greatest pleasure for aseason, will, in the end, produce
share of zeal and fervency, and inspired the bitter fruits of remorse and sorrow.
That King Solomon was the wisest monwith the strongest fidelity to his interests,
were employed as masters to instruct and arch that swayed the sceptre of Israel, has
superintend the workmen while those who been the unanimous opinion of posterity.
labored in inferior stations were excited to So much was he beyond the age in which
I

;

enthusiasm by the promise of promotion

and reward.
The Temple was at length finished in the
month Bui, answering to our November, in
the year of the world 3000, being a little more
than seven years from its commencement.
As soon as the magnificent edifice was
completed, and fit for the sacred purposes
for which it was intended, King Solomon
determined to celebrate the consummation
of his labors in the most solemn manner.
For this purpose he directed the ark to be
brought from the king's house, where it had
been placed by King David, and to be deposited with impressive ceremonies in the
holy of holies, beneath the expanded wings
of the cherubim. This important event is
commemorated in the beautiful ritual of
the Most Excellent Master's degree.
Our traditions inform us, that when the
Temple was completed, Solomon assembled
all the heads of the tribes, the elders and
chiefe of Israel to bring the ark up out of

Zion, where King David had deposited it
in a tabernacle until a more fitting place

should have been built for its reception.
This duty, therefore, the Levites now performed, and delivered the ark of the covenant into the hands of the priests, who
fixed it in its place in the centre of the
holy of holies.
Here the immediate and personal connection of King Solomon with the Craft
begins to draw to a conclusion.
It is
true, that he subsequently employed those
worthy Masons, whom the traditions say,
at the completion and dedication of the
Temple, he had received and acknowledged
as Most Excellent Masters, in the erection
of a magnificent palace and other edifices,
but in process of time he fell into the most
grievous errors; abandoned the path of
truth; encouraged the idolatrous rites of
spurious Masonry; and, induced by the
persuasions of those foreign wives and concubines whom he had espoused in his later
days, he erected a fane for the celebration
of these heathen mysteries, on one of the
hills that overlooked the very spot where,
in his youth, he had consecrated a temple
to the one true God. It is however believed
that before his death he deeply repented
of this temporary aberration from virtue,
and in the emphatic expression, "Vanity

he flourished, in the attainments of science,
that the Jewish and Arabic writers have
attributed to him a thorough knowledge of
the secrets of magic, by whose incantations
they suppose him to have been capable of

and demons

to

his assist-

ance ; and the Talmudists and

Mohamme-

calling spirits

dan doctors record many fanciful legends
of his exploits in controlling these minisAs a naturalist, he is
ters of darkness.
said to have written a work on animals of
no ordinary character, which has however
perished while his qualifications as a poet
were demonstrated by more than a thousand poems which he composed, of which
;

epithalamium on his marriage with an
Egyptian princess and the Book of Ecclesihis

He has given us in his
Proverbs an opportunity of forming a favorable opinion of his pretensions to the
character of a deep and right-thinking philosopher; while the long peace and prosperous condition of his empire for the greater
portion of his reign, the increase of his
kingdom in wealth and refinement, and the
astes alone remain.

encouragement which he gave to architecture, the mechanic arts, and commerce,
testify his profound abilities as a sovereign
and statesman.
After a reign of forty years he died, and
with him expired forever the glory and the
power of the Hebrew empire.
Solomon, House of. Lord Bacon
composed, in his New Atlantis, an apologue,
in wnich he describes the island of Bensalem,
that is, island of the Sons of Peace,
and on it au edifice called the house of Solomon, where there was to be a confraternity
of philosophers devoted to the acquisition
of knowledge. Nicolai thought that out

—

of this subsequently arose the society of
Freemasons, which was, he supposes, established by Ellas Ashmole and his friends.

See Nicolai.

Solomon, Temple

of.

See Temple

of Solomon.

Solstices. The days on which the sun
reaches his greatest northern and southern
declination, which are the 21st of June and
the 22d of December. Near these days
are those in which the Christian Church
commemorates St. John the Baptist and
St. John the Evangelist, who have been
selected as the patron saints of Freema-

"
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«onry for reasons which are explained in
the article on the Dedication of a Lodge,

leave." In the second edition the number
was greatly increased, and songs were ap-

which

propriated to the Deputy Grand Master,
the Secretary, the Treasurer, and other officers.
For all this provision was made in
the Old Charges, so that there should be no
confusion between the hours of labor and
refreshment; for while the brethren were
forbidden to behave "ludicrously or jestingly while the Lodge is engaged in what
is serious or solemn," they were permitted,
when work was over, " to enjoy themselves
with innocent mirth."
The custom of singing songs peculiarly
appropriate to the Craft at their Lodge
meetings, when the grave business was
over, was speedily introduced into France
and Germany, in which countries a large
number of Masonic songs were written and
adopted, to be sung by the German and
French Masons at their "Table Lodges,"
which corresponded to the " refreshment
of their English brethren. The lyrical literature of Masonry has, in consequence of
this custom, assumed no inconsiderable
magnitude as an evidence of which it may
be stated that Kloss, in his Bibliography of
Freemasonry, gives a catalogue
by no
means a perfect one of two hundred and
thirteen Masonic song books published between the years 1734 and 1837, in the English; German, French, Danish, and Polish
languages.
The Masons of the present day have not
abandoned the usage of singing at their
festive meetings after the Lodge is closed;
but the old songs of Masonry are passing
into oblivion, and we seldom hear any of
them, except sometimes the never-to-beforgotten Apprentice's song of Matthew
Birkhead. Modern taste and culture reject the rude but hearty stanzas of the old
song-makers, and the more artistic and
pathetic productions of Mackay, and Cooke,
and Morris, and Dibdin, and Wesley, and
other writers of that class, are taking their

see.

Soiig^s

of Masonry.

The song

ibrmed in early times a very striking feawhat may be called the domestic
manners of the Masonic institution. Nor
has the custom of festive entertainments
been yet abandoned. In the beginning of
the eighteenth century songs were deemed
of so much importance that they were
added to the Books of Constitutions in
Oreat Britain and on the continent, a custom which was followed in America, where
all our early Monitors contain an abundant
supply of lyrical poetry. In the Constituture in

we find the wellApprentice's song, written
by Matthew Birkhead, which still retains
its popularity among Masons, and has attained an elevation to which its intrinsic
merits as a lyrical composition would
hardly entitle it. Songs appear to have
been incorporated into the ceremonies of
the Order at the revival of Masonry in
1717.
At that time, to use the language
of the venerable Oliver, " Labor and refreshment relieved each other like two loving brothers, and the gravity of the former
was rendered more engaging by the characteristic cheerfulness and jocund gayety
of the latter." In those days the word
"refreshment" had a practical meaning,,
and the Lodge was often called from labor
that the brethren might indulge in innocent gayety, of which the song formed an

tions published in 1723

known Entered

725

;

—

—

This was called harmony,
and the brethren who were blessed with
talents for vocal music were often invited "to contribute to the harmony of the
Lodge." Thus, in the minute-book of a
Lodge at Lincoln, in England, in the year
1732, which is quoted by Dr. Oliver, the
records show that the Master usually " gave
an elegant charge, also went through an
examination, and the Lodge was closed
In place.
with song and decent merriment."
Some of these songs cannot be strictly
this custom of singing there was an established system.
Each officer was furnished called Masonic, yet the covert allusions
with a song appropriate to his ofSce, and here and there of their authors, whether
intentional or accidental, have caused them
each degree had a song for itself.
Thus, in the first edition of the Book to be adopted by the Craft and placed
of Constitutions, we have the " Master's among their minstrelsy. Thus the wellSong," which, says Dr. Anderson, the au- known ballad of "Tubal Cain," by Charles
when Mackay, always has an inspiring effect
thor, is "to be sung with a chorus,
the Master shall give leave,
either one when sung at a Lodge banquet, because of
part only or all together, as he pleases; the reference to this old worker in metals,
the "Warden's song," which was "to be whom the Masons fondly consider as one
sung and played at the Quarterly Commu- of the mythical founders of their Order;
nication " the " Fellow Craft's song," which although the song itself has in its words or
was to be sung and played at the grand its ideas no connection whatever with FreeBurns's " Auld Lang Syne" is
feast and, lastly, the " Entered 'Prentiss' masonry.
song," which was "to be sung when all another production not strictly Masonic,
grave business is over, and with the Master's which has met with the universal favor of
essential part.

—

;

;

—

,

—
SON

SOUL

the Graft, because the wann fraternal spirit
that it breathes is in every way Masonic,
and hence it has almost become a rule of
obligation that every festive party of Freemasons should close with the great Scotchman's invocation to part in love and kind-

Hiram the Builder, who was " a widow's
By the adson, of the tribe of Naphtali."
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ness.

But Robert Burns has also supplied the
Craft with several purely Masonic songs,
and his farewell to the brethren of Tarbolton Lodge, beginning,
" Adieu

a heart-warm, fond adieu.
Dear brothers of the mystic tie,"
!

often sung with pathetic effect at the
table Lodges of the Order.
As already observed, we have many productions of our Masonic poets which are
taking the place of the older and coarser
songs of our predecessors. It would be
tedious to name all who have successfully
is

invoked the Masonic muse. Masonic songs
that is to say, songs whose themes ai'e
Masonic incidents, whose language refers to
the technical language of Freemasonry,
and whose spirit breathes its spirit and its
teachings
are now a well-settled part of
the literary curriculum of the Institution.
At first they were all festive in character
and often coarse in style, with little or no
pretension to poetic excellence. Now they
are festive, but refined or sacred, and used
on occasions of public solemnity or mythical, and constituting a part of the ceremonies of the different degrees. But they
all have a character of poetic art which is
far above the mediocrity so emphatically
condemned by Horace.
Son of a Mason. The son of a Mason is called a Louveteau, and is entitled
to certain privileges, for which see Louve-

—

—

;

;

vocates of the theory that Freemasonry
originated with the exiled house of Stuart,
as a secret institution
purpose of re-establishingthat house
on the throne of Great Britain, the phrase
has been applied as if referring to me ad-

and was organized
for the

herents of Queen Henrietta, the widow
of Charles the First.
college of theological
Sorbonue.
professors in Paris, who exercised a great
influence over religious opinion in France
during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and
greater part of the eighteenth centuries.
The bigotry and intolerance for which they
were remarkable made them the untiring
persecutors of Freemasonry. In the year
1748 they published a Lettw and Conmltatlon on the Society of Freemasons, in which
they declared that it was an illegal association, and that the meetings of its members
This was repubshould be prohibited.
lished in 1764, at Paris, by the Freemasons,
with a reply, in the form of an appendix,
by De la Tierce, and again in 1766, at
Berlin, with another reply by a writer under the assumed name of Jarnetti.
Sorrow liOdge. It is the custom
among Masons on the continent of Europe
to hold special Lodges at stated periods,
for the purpose of commemorating the virtues and deploring the loss of their departed
members, and other distinguished worthies
of the Fraternity who have died. These
are called Funeral or Sorrow Lodges. In
Germany they are held annually; in
France at longer intervals. In this country the custom has been introduced by the

A

.

Ancient and Accepted Rite, whose Sorrow

beautiful and
and the usage has been adopted
Sons of Iii&ht. The science of Free- by many Lodges of the American Rite. On
masonry often has received the title of these occasions the Lodge is clothed in the
" Lux," or " Light," to indicate that men- habiliments of mourning and decorated
tal and moral illumination is the object of
with the emblems of death, solemn music
the Institution.
Hence Freemasons are is played, funereal dirges are chanted, and
"
called
often
Sons of Light."
eulogies on the life, character, and Masonic

Sons of tUe Prophets. We

re-

peatedly meet in the Old Testament with
references to the Beni Hanabiim, or sons
of the prophets. These were the disciples
of the prophets, or wise men of Israel, who
underwent a course of esoteric instruction
in the secret institutions of the Nabiim, or
prophets, just as the disciples of the Magi
did in Persia, or of Pythagoras in Greece.
" These sons of the prophets," says SteheUn, {Rabbinical Literature, i. 16.) "were
their disciples, brought up under their
tuition and care, and thererore their masters or instructors were called their fathers."

Sons of the Widow.

Lodge

ritual is peculiarly

impressive,

teau.

This

is

a

title

often given to Freemasons in allusion to

virtues of the dead are delivered.
platonic expresSoul of Nature.
sion, more properl)^ the anima mtmdi, thai
has been adopted into the English Royal
Arch system to designate the Sacred Delta,
or Triangle, which Dunckerley, in his louture, considered as the symbol oftheTriuity.
"So highly," says the modern lecture,
" indeed did the ancients esteem the figure,
that it became among them an object of
worship as the great principle of animated
existence, to which tliey gave the name of

A

God

because it represented the animal,
mineral, and vegetable creation. Thoy also
distinguished it oy an appellation which, in
the Egyptian language, signifies the Soul

:
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Dr. Oliver (Juris., page 446,)
protests against the introduction
of this expression as an unwarrantable in-

only an ephemeral existence, and is not
heard of after the year 1830. There is now
but one Commandery in the State, which
derives its Warrant from the Grand Encampment of the United States, the date

of Nature."

warmly

novation, borrowed most probably from the
Rite of the Philalethes. It has not been
introduced into the American system.

Soutli.

the sun is at his meridian height, his invigorating rays are
darted from the south. When he rises in
the east, we are called to labor when he
sets in the west, our daily toil is over ; but
when he reaches the south, the hour is high
;

twelve,

and we are summoned

to refresh-

ment. In Masonry, the south is represented
by the Junior Warden and by the Corinthian column, because it is said to be the
place of beauty.

South Carolina.

Freemasonry was

introduced into South Carolina by the organization of Solomon's Lodge, in the city
of Charleston, on October 28, 1736, the
Warrant for which had been granted in the
previous year by Lord Weymouth, Grand
Master of England. John Hammerton was,
in 1736, appointed Provincial Grand Master by the Earl of Loudoun.
In 1738 a
Lodge was established in Charleston by the
St. John's Grand Lodge of Boston
but it
does not appear to have long existed. The
Provincial Lodge appears after some time
to have suspended, for a second Provincial
Grand Lodge was established by the Deputation of the Marquis of Carnarvan to Chief
Justice Leigh in 1754. In 1777 this body
assumed independence, and became the
" Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons," Barnard Elliott being the first
Grand Master. As early as 1783 the
Athol or Ancient Masons invaded the jurisdiction of South Carolina, and in 1787,
there being then five Lodges of the Ancients in the State, they held a Convention,
and on the 24th of March organized the
" Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons."
Between the Modern and the Ancient
Grand Lodge there was always a very hostile feeling until the year 1808, when a
union was eflfected; which was, however,
but temporary, for a disruption took place
in the following year. However, the union
was permanently established in 1817, when
the two Grand Lodges were merged into
one, under the name of the " Grand Lodge
;

of Ancient Freemasons."

The Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter was
ganized on

of which

When

May

or-

29, 1812.

The Grand Council of Eoyal and

Select
Masters was established February, 1860, by
eight Councils, who had received their
Charters under the authority of the Supreme Council of the Scottish Eite.

The Grand Encampment of Knights
Templars was instituted in 1826 by three
subordinate Encampments, but

it

enjoyed

May

is
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17, 1843.

The Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Eite was opened on May 31, 1801.
This body is now recognized as the Mother
Council of the World.
Sovereign. An epithet applied to
certain degrees which were invested with
supreme power over inferior ones as. Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix, which is the
highest degree of the French Eite and of
some other Eites, and Sovereign InspectorOeneral, which is the controlling degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Eite. Some degrees, originally Sovereign in the Eites in
which they were first established, in being
transferred to other Eites, have lost their sovereign character, but still improperly retain
the name. Thus the Eose Croix degree of
the Scottish Eite, which is there only the
eighteenth, and subordinate to the thirty;

Supreme Council, still retains
everywhere, except in the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, the title of
Sovereign Prince of Eose Croix.
third or

Sovereign

Commander

of the

Temple.

Commandeur du
more recent rituals
Temple.)
of the Southern Supreme Council "Knight
{Souverain
Styled in the

Commander

of the Temple." This is the
twenty-seventh degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Eite. The presiding
oflacer is styled " Most Illustrious and Most
Valiant," the Wardens are called "Most
Sovereign Commanders," and the Knights
" Sovereign Commanders." The place of
meeting is called a " Court." The apron

flesh - colored, lined and edged with
black, with a Teutonic cross encircled by a
wreath of laurel and a key beneath, all inscribed in black upon the flap. The scarf
is red bordered with black, hanging from
the right shoulder to the left hip, and suspending a Teutonic cross in enamelled
gold. The jewel is a triangle of gold, on
which is engraved the Ineffable Name in
is

Hebrew.
collar

It

is

suspended from a white

bound with red and embroidered with

four Teutonic crosses.
Vassal, Eagon, and Clavel are all wrong
in connecting this degree with the Knights

Templars, with which Order its own ritual
declares that it is not to be confounded. It
Vassal expresses the
is without a lecture.
following opinion of this degree
" The twenty-seventh degree does not deserve to be classed in the Scottish Eite as
a degree, since it contains neither symbols
nor allegories that connect it with initiation.
It deserves still less to be ranked among
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the philosophic degrees. I imagine that
only to supply
it has been intercalated
an hiatus, and as a memorial of an Order
once justly celebrated."
It is also the forty-fourth degree of the
Eite of Mizraim.

decoration rests upon a Teutonic
It is a nine-pointed star, namely,
one formed by three triangles of gold one
upon the other, and interlaced from the
lower part of the left side to the upper part

The

cross.

Sorereigu Graud Inspector
General. The thirty-third and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
The Latin Constitutions of 1786 call
Rite.
it " Tertius et trigesimus et sublimissimus
gradus," i. e., "the thirty-third and most
;
sublime degree " and it is styled " the Protector and Conservator of the Order." The
same Constitutions, in Articles I. and II.,
say:
"The thirty-third degree confers on those
Masons who are legitimately invested with
it, the quality, title, privilege, and authority of Sovereign [Supremorum] Grand Inspectors General of the Order.
" The peculiar duty of their mission is
to teach and enlighten the brethren to preserve charity, union, and fraternal^ love
among them ; to maintain regularity in the
works of each degree, and to take care that
it is preserved by others ; to cause the dogmas, doctrines, institutes, constitutions,
statutes, and regulations of the Order to be
reverently regarded, and to preserve and
defend them on every occasion ; and, finally,
everywhere to occupy themselves in works
of peace and mercy."
The body in which the members of this
degree assemble is called a Supreme Coun;

cil.

of the right a sword extends, and in_ the
opposite direction is a hand of (as it is
In the centre is the shield
called) Justice.
of The Okdee, azure charged with an
eagle like that on the banner, having on
the dexter side a Balance or, and on the
sinister side a Compass of the second,
united with a Square of the second. Around
the whole shield runs a band of the first,
with the Latin inscription, of the second,
Oedo Ab Chao, whicn band is enclosed by
two circles, formed by two Serpents of the
second, each biting his own tail. Of the
smaller triangles that are formed by the intersection of the greater ones, those nine
that are nearest me band are of crimson
color, and each of them has one of the
letters that compose the word S. A. P. I.
E. N. T. I. A.

The symbolic color of the degree is white,
denoting purity.
The distinctive insignia are a sash, collar,
jewel, Teutonic cross, decoration, and ring.
The sash is a broad, white- watered ribbon,
bordered with gold, bearing on the front a
triangle of gold glittering with rays of
gold, which has in the centre the numerals
33, with a sword of silver, directed from
above, on each side of the triangle, pointing to its centre. The sash, worn from the
right shoulder to the left hip, ends in a
point, and is fringed with gold, having at
the junction a circular band of scarlet and
green containing the jewel of the Order.
The collar is of white-watered ribbon
fringed with gold, having the rayed triangle at its point and the swords at the
By a regulation of the Southern
sides.
The ring_ is of plain ^Id one-eighth of
Supreme Council of the United States, the
collar is worn by the active, and the sash an inch wide, and having on the inside
by the honorary, members of the Council. a delta surrounding the figures 88, and inThe jewel is a black double-headed eagle, scribed with the wearer's name, the letters
with golden beaks and talons, holding in S.". G.'. I.'. G.\, and the motto of the
the latter a sword of gold, and crowned Order, "Deus meumque Jus." It is worn
on the fourth finger of the left hand.
with the golden crown of Prussia.
Until the year 1801, the thirty-third deThe red Teutonic cross is affixed to the
gree was unknown. Until then the highest
left side of the breast.

SOVEEEIGN

SPAIN

degree of the Eite, introduced into America
by Stephen Morin, was the Sublime Prince
of the Royal Secret, or the twenty-fifth of
the Eite established by the Emperors of the
East and West. The administrative heads
of the Order were styled Grand Inspectors
General and Deputy Inspectors General;
but these were titles of official rank and
not of degree. Even as late as May 24,
1801, John Mitchell signs himself as " Kadosh. Prince of the Eoyal Secret and Deputy Inspector General."
The document
thus signed is a Patent which certifies that
Frederick Dalcho is a Kadosh, and Prince
of the Royal Secret, and which creates him
a Deputy Inspector General. But on May
31, 1801, the Supreme Council was created
at Charleston, and from that time we hear
of a Rite of thirty-three degrees, eight
having been added to the twenty-five introduced by Morin, and the last being
called Sovereign Grand Inspector General.
The degree being thus legitimately established by a body which, in creating a Rite,
possessed the prerogative of establishing
its classes, its degrees and its nomenclature
were accepted unhesitatingly by all subsequently created Supreme Councils ; and it
continues to be recognized as the administrative head of the Ancient and Accepted

second Lodge at Madrid is opposed by that
of Gadicke, who says that in 1751 there
were two Lodges in Madrid.
Llorente says (Hist. Inquis., p. 525,) that
in 1741 Philip V. issued a royal ordinance
against the Masons, and, in consequence,
many were arrested and sent to the galleys.
The members of the Lodge at Madrid were
especially treated by the Inquisition with
great severity. All the members were arrested, and eight of them sent to the galleys.
In 1751, Ferdinand VI., instigated
by the Inquisitor Joseph Torrubia, published a decree forbidding the assemblies
of Freemasons, and declaring that all violators of it should be treated as persons
guilty of high treason. In that year. Pope
Benedict XIV. had renewed the bull of
Clement XII. In 1793, the Cardinal Vicar
caused a decree of death to be promulgated
against all Freemasons. Notwithstanding
these persecutions of the Church and the
State, Freemasonry continued to be cultivated in Spain; but the meetings of the
Lodges were held with great caution and

Scottish Rite.

SoTereign Master.
ing

1.

The

presid-

in a Council of Knights of the
Red Cross. He represents Darius, king of
Persia.
2. The sixtieth degree of the Rite
officer

of Mizraim.

SoTereign Prince Mason.
cil

A title

members by the Counof Emperors of the East and West.

first

conferred on

SoTereign

its

Prince

of

Rose

Croix. See Jlose Oroix.
Spain. Andersonsays ( Gonstit., 2d ed., p.
194,) that a Deputation was granted by Lord
Colerane, Grand Master, in 1728, for constituting a Lodge at Madrid ; another in 1731,
by Lord Lovell, to Capt. James Cummerford, to be Provincial Grand Master of
Andalusia; and a third in 1732, by Lord
Montagu, for establishing a Lodge at Valenciennes. Smith, writing in 1783, says,
Use and Abuse, p. 203 :) "The first, and, I
(
believe, the only Lodge established in Spain
was by a Deputation sent to Madrid to constitute a Lodge in that city, under the auspices of Lord Coleraine, A. d. 1727, which

continued under English jurisdiction till
the year 1776, when it refused that subordination, but still continues to meet under
its

own

From these two

authority."

differ-

ing authorities we derive only this fact, in
which they concur that Masonry was introduced into Spain in 1727, more probably
1728, by the Grand Lodge of England.
Smith's statement that there never was a
:

4R
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secrecy.

On the accession of Joseph Napoleon to
the throne in 1807, the liberal sentiments
that characterized the Napoleonic dynasty
prevailed, and all restrictions against the
Freemasons were removed. In October,
1809, a National Grand Lodge of Spain
was established, and, as if to make the
victory of tolerance over bigotry complete,
its meetings were held in the edifice formerly occupied by the Inquisition, which
body had been recently abolished by an
imperial decree.
But the York Rite, which had been formerly practised, appears now to have been
abandoned, and the National Grand Lodge
just alluded to was constituted by three
Lodges of the Scottish Rite which, during
that year, had been established at Madrid.
From that time the Masonry of Spain has
been that of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite.
Clavel says (Hist. Pittoresque, p. 252,) that
"in 1810, the Marquis de Clermont-Tonnere, member of the Supreme Council of
France, created, near the National Grand
Lodge, (of the Scottish Rite in Spain,) a
Grand Consistory of the thirty-second degree; and, in 1811, the Count de Grasse
added to this a Supreme Council of the
thirty-third degree, which immediately or-

ganized the National Grand Lodge under
the title of Grand Orient of Spain and the
Indies. The overthrow of French domination dispersed, in 1813, most of the Spanish Masons, and caused the suspension of
Masonic work in that country."

Inl814,FerdinandVII., havingsucceeded
to the throne, restored the Inquisition with

:
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all its

SPECULATIVE

oppressive prerogatives, proscribed

Freemasonry, and forbade the meetings of
the Lodges. It was not until 1820 that
the Grand Orient of Spain recovered its
activity, and in 1821 we find a Supreme
Council in actual existence, the history of

whose organization was thus given, in

1870,
to Bro. A. G. Gtoodall, the Representative

tion from it which has been correctly called
Speculative Masonry. At one time each was.
an integral part of one undivided system.
Not that the period ever existed when every
Operative Mason was acquainted with, or
initiated into, theSpeculative science. Even
now, there are thousands of skilful artisans
who know as little of that as thev do of the

Hebrew language which was spoken by its
founder. But Operative Masonry was, in
the inception of our history, and is, in some
preme Council assert that the Count de measure, even now, the skeleton upon
Tilly, by authority from his cousin, De which was strung the living muscles and
Grasse Tilly, constituted a Supreme Coun- tendons and nerves of the Speculative syscil, Ancient Accepted Rite, at Seville, in
tem. It was the block of marble, rude and

of the Supreme Council of the Northern
Jurisdiction of the United States
" The parties now claiming to be a Su-

but in consequence of a revolution, unpolished it may have been, from which
which Tilly was a prominent actor, the was sculptured the life-breathing statue.
Grand Body was removed to Aranjuez,
Speculative Masonry (which is but anwhere, on the 21st of September, 1808, the other name for Freemasonry in its modern
officers were duly installed; Saavedra as acceptation) may be briefly defined as the
Sov.\ Gr.\ Commander, ad vitani Count scientific application and the religious
de Tilly, Lieutenant Grand Commander; consecration of the rules and principles,
Carlos de Rosas, Grand Treasurer; Jovel- the language, the implements, and matelanos. Grand Chancellor Quintana, Grand rials of Operative Masonry to the venera1807

;

in

;

;

Secretary; Pel^'os, Captain of Guard.
On the death of Tilly and Saavedra, Badilla became Sovereign Grand Commander;
and under his administration the Supreme
Council was united with the Grand Orient
of Spain at Granada, in 1817, under the
title of Supreme Council, Grand Orient
National of Spain."
On the death of Ferdinand VIL in 1858,
the persecutions against the Freemasons
ceased, because, in the civil war that ensued, the priests lost much of their power.
Between 1845 and 1849, according to Findel, {Hist, p. 584,) several Lodges were
founded and a Grand Orient established,
which appears to have exercised powers up
to at least 1848. But subsequently, during
the reign of Queen Isabella, Masonry again
fell into decadence.
It has now, however,
revived, and many Lodges are in existence
who, three years ago, were under the jurisdiction of the Grand Orient of Portugal.
There is at present a Supreme Council of
Spain.

Spartacns. The

characteristic

name

assumed by Weishaupt, the founder of the
Order of the lUuminati.

Speculative Masonry.

The

lec-

tures of the symbolic degrees instruct the
neophyte in the difference between the
Operative and the Speculative divisions of
Masonry. They tell him that " we work
in Speculative Masonry, but our ancient
brethren wrought in both Operative and
Speculative." The distinction between an
Operative art and a Speculative science is,
therefore, familiar to all Masons from their
early instructions.
To the Freemason, this Operative art has
been symbolized in that intellectual deduc-

tion of God, the purification of the heart,,
and the inculcation of the dogmas of a religious philosophy.

Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is.
then a system of ethics, and must thereother ethical systems, have its
distinctive doctrines.
These may be divided into three classes, viz., the Moral,,
fore, like all

the Religious, and the Philosophical.
1. The Moral Doctrines.
These are dependent on, and spring out of, its character
as a social institution. Hence among its
numerous definitions is one that declares it
to be " a science of morality," and morality
is said to be, symbolically, one of the precious jewels of a Master Mason. Freemasonry is, in its most patent and prominent
sense, that which most readily and forcibly
attracts the attention of the uninitiated ; a.
fraternity, an association of men bound
together by_ a peculiar tie; and therefore
it

is

that

essential, to its successful existence,

should, as it does, inculcate, at the
very threshold of its teachings, obligation
of kindness, man's duty to his neighbor.
"There are three great duties," says the
Charge given to an Entered Apprentice,
" which, as a Mason, you are charged to
inculcate
to God, your neighbor, and
yourself" And the duty to our neighbor
is said to be that we should act upon the
square, and do unto him as we wish that he
should do unto ourselves.
The object, then, of Freemasonry, in this
moral point of view, is to carry out to their
fullest practical extent those lessons of mutual love and mutual aid that are essential
to the very idea of a brotherhood.
There
it

—

a socialism in Freemasonry from which
spring all Masonic virtues,
not that mod-

is

—

:
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ern socialism exhibited in a community of
goods, which, although it may have been
practised by the primitive Christiana, is
found to be uncongenial with the independent spirit of the present age
but a community of sentiment, of principle, of design,
•which gives to Masonry all its social, and
hence its moral, character. As the old song

terminate by revealing the awful symbol
of a life after death and an entrance upon
immortality.
Now this and the former class of doctrines are intimately connected and mutually dependent.
For we must first know
and feel the universal fatherhood of God
before we can rightly appreciate the universal brotherhood of man.
Hence the
Old Kecords already alluded to, which
show us what was the condition of the
Craft in the Middle Ages, exhibit an eminently religious spirit. These ancient Constitutions always begin with a pious invocation to the Trinity, and sometimes to the
saints, and they tell us that " the first charge
is that a Mason shall be true to God and
holy Church, and use no error nor heresy."
And the Charges published in 1723, which
professes to be a compilation made from
those older records, prescribe that a Mason,
while left to his particular opinions, must
be of that " religion in which all men
agree,'' that is to say, the religion which
teaches the existence of God and an eternal

—

tells

us

"That virtue has not left mankind.
Her social maxims prove.
For stamp'd upon the Mason's mind
Are unity and love."

Thus the moral design of Freemasonry,
based upon its social character, is to make
men better to each other; to cultivate
brotherly love, and to inculcate the practice of all those virtues which are essential
A
to the perpetuation of a brotherhood.
Mason is bound, say the Old Charges, to
obey the moral law, and of this law the
very keystone is the divine precept,
the
"Golden Eule" of our Lord,
to do unto
others as we would that they should do
unto us. To relieve the distressed, to give
good counsel to the erring, to speak well of
the absent, to observe temperance in the indulgence of appetite, to bear evil with fortitude, to be prudent in life and conversation, and to dispense justice to all men, are
duties that are inculcated on every Mason
by the moral doctrines of his Order.
These doctrines of morality are not of
recent origin. They are taught in all the
Old Constitutions of the Craft, as the parchment records of the fifteenth^ sixteenth,
and seventeenth centuries show, even when

—

—

the Institution was operative in its organization, and long before the speculative element was made its predominating characteristic.
Thus these Old Charges tell us,
almost all of them in the same words, that
Masons "shal be true, each one to other,
(that is to say,) to every Mason of the
science of Masonrye that are Masons allowed, ye shal doe to them as ye would
that they should doe unto you."
2. The Beligiovs Doctrines of Freemasonry are very simple and self-evident.
They are darkened by no perplexities of
sectarian theology, but stand out in the
broad light, intelligible and acceptable by
all minds, for they ask only for a belief in
God and in the immortality of the soul.
He who denies these tenets can be no Mason, for the religious doctrines of the Institution significantly impress them in every
part of its ritual. The neophyte no sooner
crosses the threshold of the Lodge, but he
is called upon to recognize, as his first duty,
an entire trust in the superintending care
and love of the Supreme Being, and the
series of initiations into Symbolic Masonry
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life.

3.

The Philosophical Doctrines of Free-

masonry are scarcely less important, although they are less generally understood
than either of the preceding

classes.

The

object of these philosophical doctrines is
very different from that of either the moral
or the religious. For the moral and religious doctrines of the Order are intended
to make men virtuous, while its philosophical doctrines are designed to make them
zealous Masons. He who knows nothing
of the philosophy of Freemasonry will be
apt to become in time lukewarm and indif-

but he who devotes himself to its
contemplation will feel an ever-increasing
ardor in the study. Now these philosophical doctrines are developed in that symbolism which is the especial characteristic of
ferent,

Masonic teaching, and relate altogether to
the lost and recovered word, the search
after divine truth, the manner and time of
its discovery, and the reward that awaits
the faithful and successful searcher. Such
philosophy far surpasses the abstract
It brings us
quiddities of metaphysicians.
into close relation to the profound thought
of the ancient world, and makes us familiar
with every subject of mental science that
a

lies

within the grasp of the

human intellect.

that, in conclusion, we find that the
moral, religious, and philosophical doctrines of Freemasonry respectively relate
to the social, the eternal, and the intellec-

So

tual progress of man.
Finally, it must be observed that while
the old Operative institution, which was the
cradle and forerunner of the Speculative,
as we now have it, abundantly taught in its

;

SPES

SPIRITUAL

Constitutions the moral and religious doctrines of which we have been treating, it
makes no reference to the philosophical
That our Operative predecesdoctrines.
sors were well acquainted with the science
of symbolism is evident from the architectural ornaments of the buildings which they
.erected but they do not seem to have applied its principles to any great extent to
the elucidation of their moral and religious
teachings; at least, we find nothing said
of this symbolic philosophy in the Old Records that are extant. And whether the

as a decoration sculptured in front of Masonic temples, or engraved at the head of
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;

Masonic documents. It cannot, however,
be properly called an ancient, recognized
symbol of the Order. Its introduction has
been of comparatively recent date, and
rather as a symbolic decoration than as a
symbol that announces any dogma.

(My hope is
The motto of the thirty-second
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-

Spire, Congress of. Spire is a city
in Bavaria, on the banks of the Rhine, and
the seat of a cathedral which was erected
in the eleventh century
Masonic Congress was convoked there in 1469 by the
Grand Lodge of Strasburg, principally to
take into consideration the condition of the
Fraternity and of the edifices in the course
of construction by them, as well as to discuss the rights of the Craft.
Spiritualizing. In the early lectures of the last century, this word was
used to express the method of symbolic instruction applied to the implements of
Operative Masonry. In a ritual of 1725,
it is said: "As we are not all working

tish Kite.

Masons,

Operative Masons were reticent on this
suDJect from choice or from ignorance, we
may lay it down as an axiom, not easily
to be controverted, that the philosophic
doctrines of the Order are altogether a development of the system for which we are
indebted solely to Speculative Freemasonry.

Sues

mea in Deo est.

in God.)

Spbinx.

The Sphinx was a fabled
monster, which was represented by the recumbent body of a lion with a human
head. There were two Sphinxes among
the ancients, the Greek and the Egyptian,
neither of which appears to have been
borrowed from the other; and they differed
in form, the head of the former having the
head of a woman, and the latter that of a
man. Modern mythologists have sought
to find in each a different interpretation.
Thus, Cox (Mythol. of the Aryans, ii. 344,)
derives the Greek Sphinx from Sphingo,
to bind tightly, and says she represented
the cloud which imprisoned the rain in
hidden dungeons.
This, however, is a
modern thought, which was unknown to
the older mythologists, who always connected the Sphinx, both Grecian and
Egyptian, with the idea of mystery.
But
it is with the Egyptian Sphinx that our
Masonic symbolism is really connected.
Among the Egyptians, Sphinxes were
placed at the entrance of the temples to
guard the mysteries, by warning those who
penetrated within, that they should conceal
a knowledge of them from the uninitiated
and hence Portal derives the word from the

Hebrew TSaPHaN,

to hide.

Champollion

says that the Sphinx became successively
the symbol of each of the gods, by which
Portal suggests that the priests intended to
express the idea that all the gods were hidden from the people, and that the knowledge of them, guarded in the sanctuaries,
was revealed to the initiates only. As a
Masonic emblem, the Sphinx has been
adopted in its Egyptian character as a symbol of mystery, and as such is often found

A

we apply the working-tools to our
morals, which we call spiritualizing." Thus
too, about the same time, Bunyan wrote
his

symbolic book which he called

iSolo'

mon's Temple ^ritualized. Phillips, in his
New World of Words, 1706, thus defines to
spiritualize: "to explain a passage of an
author in a spiritual manner, to give it a
godly or mystical sense."

Spiritual liOdge.

Hutchinson

{&>.

We

place the
of Masonry, p. 58,) says "
spiritual Lodge in the vale of Jenoshaphat,
implying, thereby, that the principles of
Masonry are derived from the knowledge
of God, and are established in the Judgment of the Lord; the literal translation of
the word Jehoshaphat, from the Hebrew
tongue, being no other than those express
words." This refers to the Lodge, which is
thus described in the old lectures at the
beginning of the last century, and which
were in vogue at the time of Hutchinson.
" Q. "Where does the Lodge stand ?
"A. Upon the Holy ground, on the
highest hill or lowest vale, or in the vale
of Jehoshaphat, or any other sacred place."
The spiritual Lodge is the imaginary or
symbolic Lodge, whose form, magnitude,
covering, supports, and other attributes are
described in the lectures.
:

Spiritual Temple. The French
Masons say: " We erect temples ibr virtue
and dungeons for vice " thus referring to
the great Masonic doctrine of a spiritual
temple. There is no symbolism of the
Order more sublime than that in which the
;

speculative Mason is supposed to be engaged in the construction of a spiritual
temple, in allusion to that material one
which was erected by his operative prede-

)

SPOULEE

SPUKIOUS

cesBors at Jerusalem.
Indeed, the diflference, in this point of view, between Operative and Speculative Masonry is simply
this: that while the former was engaged in

Spreading the Ballot. Taking the
vote on the application of a candidate for
initiation or admission.
It is an Americanism, principally used in the Western
States.
Thus " The ballot may be spread

the construction, on Mount Moriah, of a
material temple of stones and cedar, and
gold and precious stones, the latter is occupied, from his first to his last initiation, in
the construction, the adornment, and the
completion of the spiritual temple of his

body.

The

idea of

making the temple a

symbol of the body

is not, it is

true, ex-

clusively Masonic. It had occurred to the
first teachers of Christianity.
Christ himself alluded to it when he said, " Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up " and St. Paul extends the
idea, in one of his Epistles, to the Corinthians, in the following language " Know
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the spirit of God dwelleth in you ? "
And again, in a subsequent passage of the
same Epistle, he reiterates the idea in a
'
more positive form " What, know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your own ? "
But the mode of treating this symbolism
by a reference to the particular Temple of
Solomon, and to the operative art engaged
in its construction, is an application of the
idea peculiar to Freemasonry. Hitchcock,
in his Essay on Swedenborg, thinks that the
same idea was also shared by the Hermetic
philosophers.
says: "With perhaps
the majority of readers, the Temple of
Solomon, and also the tabernacle, were
very magnificent, indeed,
mere buildings
;

:

:

He

—

—

for the worship
but still mere buildings
of God. But some are struck with many
portions of the account of their erection admitting a moral interpretation ; and while
the buildings are allowed to stand (or to

have stood, once,)

visible objects, these interpreters are delighted to meet with indications that Moses and Solomon, in build-

ing the Temples, were wise in the knowledge
of God and of man ; from which point it
is not difficult to pass on to the moral
meaning altogether, and affirm that the
building, which was erected without ' the
noise of a hammer, or axe, or any tool of
iron,' (1 Kings vi. 7,) was altogether a
moral building
a building of God, not
made with hands. In short, many see in
the story of Solomon's Temple a symbolical representation of Man as the temple
of God, with its Holy op Holies deep
seated in the centre of the human heart."
Sponl^e,
de. He appears to
have presided over the Masons of England
in 1350, in the reign of Edward III. Anderson says he was called Master of the " Ghib-

—

John

lim."
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:

a second time in almost any case if the harmony of the Lodge seems to require it."
Swigert, Or. M.-. of Kentucky.
"It is
legal to spread the ballot the third time, if
for the correction of mistakes, not otherwise."
Bob. Morris. It is a technicality,
and scarcely English.

—

—

Sprengseisen, Cbristian Friedrich Kessler Yon. An ardent adherent
of Von Hand and admirer of his Templar
system, in defence of which, and against
the Spiritual Templarism of Starck, he
wrote, in 1786, the book, now veiy rare,
entitled Anti Saint Nicaise, and other
works. He was born at Saalsfield, in 1731,
and died Jan. 11, 1809. See Saint Nicaise.
Sprig of Acacia. See Acacia.

Spurious Freemasonry. For this
term, and for the theory connected with it,
we are indebted to Dr. Oliver, whose speculations led him to the conclusion that in
the earliest ages of the world there were
two systems of Freemasonry, the one of
which, preserved by the patriarchs and their
descendants, he called Primitive or Pure
Freemasonry. (See Primitive Freemasonry.
The other, which was a schism from this
system, he designated as the Spurious Freemasonry of Antiquity. To comprehend
this system of Oliver, and to understand
his doctrine of the declension of the Spurious from the Primitive Freemasonry, we
must remember that there were two races
of men descended from the loins of Adam,
whose history is as different as their charThere was the viracters were dissimilar.
tuous race of Beth and his descendants, and
the wicked one of Cain. Seth and his children, down to Noah, preserved the dogmas
and instructions, the legends and symbols,
which had been received from their comprogenitor, Adam ; but Cain and his
descendants, whose vices at length brought
on the destruction of the earth, either totally forgot or greatly corrupted them. Their
Freemasonry was not the same as that of
the Sethites. They distorted the truth, and
varied the landmarks to suit their own profane purposes. At length the two races
became blended together. The descendants
of Seth, becoming corrupted by their frequent communications with those of Cain,
adopted their manners, and soon lost the
principles of the Primitive Freemasonry,
which at length were confined to Noah and
his three sons, who alone, in the destruction of a wicked world, were thought
worthy of receiving mercy.
Noah consequently preserved this sys-

mon

'

;
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tem, and was the medium of communicating it to the post-diluvian world. Hence,
immediately after the deluge, Primitive
Freemasonry was the only system extant.
But this happy state of affairs was not to
last.
Ham, the son of Noah, who had been
accursed by his father for his wickedness,
had been long familiar with the corruptions
of the system of Cain, and with the gradual
deviations from truth which, through the
influence of evil example, had crept into
the system of Seth. After the deluge, he
propagated the worst features of both systems among his immediate descendants.
Two sects or parties, so to speak, now arose
in the world
one which preserved the
great truths of religion, and consequently
of Masonry, which had been handed down
and anothfrom Adam, Enoch, and Noah
er which deviated more and more from this
pure, original source. On the dispersion at
the tower of Babel, the schism became still

—

—

The lewider and more irreconcilable.
gends of Primitive Freemasonry were altered, and its symbols perverted to a false
worship; the mysteries were dedicated to
the worship of false gods and the practice
of idolatrous rites, and in the place of the
Pure or Primitive Freemasonry which continued to be cultivated among the patriarchal descendants of Noah, was established
those mysteries of Paganism to which Dr.
Oliver has given the name of the " Spurious

Freemasonry."
It is not to Dr. Oliver, nor to any very
writer, that we are indebted for the
idea of a Masonic schism in this early age

modern

The doctrine that Masonry
that is to say, lost in its purity, to
the larger portion of mankind, at the tower
of Babel, is still preserved in the ritual of
Ancient Craft Masonry. And in the degree of Noachites, a degree which is attached to the Scottish Rite, the fact is
plainly adverted to as, indeed, the very
foundation of the degree. Two races of
Masons are there distinctly named, the
Noachites and the Hiramitea; the former
were the conservators of the Primitive
Freemasonry as the descendants of Noah
the latter were the descendants of Hiram,
who was himsel f of the race which had fallen
into Spurious Freemasonry, but had reunited nimself to the true sect at the building of King Solomon's Temple, as we shall
hereafter see. But the inventors of the degree do not seem to have had any very precise notions in relation to this latter part of
of the world.

was

lost,

;

the history.

The

mysteries,

which constituted what

has been thus called Spurious Freemasonry,
were all more or less identical in character.
Varying in a few unimportant particulars,
attributable to the influence of local causes.

their great similarity in all important points
their derivation from a common
origin.
In the first place, they were communicated through a system of initiation, by

showed

which the aspirant was gradually prepared
for the reception of their final doctrines
the rites were performed at night, and in
the most retired situations, in caverns or
amid the deep recesses of groves and forand the secrets were only communiests
cated to the initiated after the administnition of an obligation. Thus, Firmicus (Astral., lib. vii.,) tells us that "when Orpheus
explained the ceremonies of his mysteries
to candidates, he demanded of them, at the
very entrance, an oath, under the solemn
sanction of religion, that they would not
betray the rites to profane ears." And
hence, as Warburton says from Horus
Apollo, the Egyptian hieroglyphic for the
mysteries was a grasshopper, because that
;

insect was supposed to

have no mouth.

The ceremonies were all of a funereal"
character. Commencing in representations
of a lugubrious description, they celebrated
the legend of the death and burial of some
mythical being who was the especial object of their love and adoration. But these
rites, thus beginning in lamentation, and
typical of death, always ended in joy. The
object of their sorrow was restored to life
and immortality, and the latter part of the
ceremonial was descriptive of his resurrection.
Hence, the great doctrines of the
mysteries were the immortality of the soul
and the existence of a Gk>d.
Such, then, is the theory on the subject
of what is called "Spurious Freeimasonry,"
as taught by Oliver and the disciples of his
school. Primitive Freemasonry consisted
of that traditional knowledge and symbolic
instruction which had been handed down
from Adam, through Enoch, Noah, and the
rest of the patriarchs, to the time of Solomon. Spurious Freemasonry consisted of
the doctrines and initiations practised at
first by the antediluvian descendants of
Cain, and, after the dispersion at Babel, by
the Pagan priests and pnilosophers in their
"Mysteries."
Spurs. In the Orders of Chivalry, the
spurs had a symbolic meaning as important as their practical use was necessary. "To win one's spurs" was a phrase
which meant " to win one's right to the
dignity of knighthood." Hence, in the investiture of a knight, he was told that the
spurs were a symbol of promptitude in
military service and in the degradation of
an unfaithful knight, his spurs were hacked
off by the cook, to show his utter unworthiness to wear them. Stowe says, (Annals, 902,) in describing the ceremony of
;
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investing knights " Evening prayer being stone an old brass square, much eaten away,
«nded, there stood at the cnapel-door the containing on its two surfaces the following
king's master-cook, with his white apron inscription: I.WILL. 8TEIUE. TO. LIUE.
WITH. LOUE. & CAEE. UPON.
and sleeves, andchopping-knifeinhis hand,
gilded about the edge, and challenged their THE. LEUL.— BY. THE. SQUAEE., and
spurs, which they redeemed with a noble a the date 1517.
The modern Speculative
piece and he said to every knight, as they Mason will recognize the idea of living on
passed by him
Sir Knight, look that you the level and by the square. This discovery
be true and loyal to the king, my master, proves, if proof were necessary, that the
or else I must hew these spurs from your familiar idea was borrowed from our Operative brethren of former days.
heels.' " In the Masonic Orders of ChivalThe square, as a symbol in Speculative
ry, the symbolism of the spurs has unfortuMasonry, has therefore presented itself
nately been omitted.
Square. This is one of the most im- from the very beginning of the revival peportant and significant symbols in Free- riod. In the very earliest catechism of the
masonry, As such, it is proper that its true last century, of the date of 1725, we find the
answer to the question, " How many make
form should be prea Lodge?" is ''God and the Square, with
served. The French
five or seven right or perfect Masons."
Masons have almost
God and the Square, religion and moraluniversally given it
ity, must be present in every Lodge as
with one leg longer
governing principles. Signs at that early
than the other, thus
period were to be made by squares, and the
making it a carpenfurniture of the Lodge was declared to be
square.
The
ter's
the Bible, Compass, and Square.
American
Masons,
In all rites and in all languages where
following the incorrect delineations of Jeremy L. Cross, have, Masonry has penetrated, the square has
while generally preserving the equality of preserved its primitive signification as a'
:

—

—

;

:

'

length in the legs, unnecessarily marked its
surface with inches thus making it an instrument for measuring length and breadth,
which it is not. It is simply the trying
gquare of a stonemason, and has a plain
surface; the sides or legs embracing an angle of ninety degrees, and is intended only
to test the accuracy of the sides of a stone,
and to see that its edges subtend the same
angle.
;

In Freemasonry, it is a symbol of moralThis is its general signification, and

symbol of morality.

Square and Compass. These two
symbols have been so long and so universally
combined,
to teach

—

an early

us, as says
ritual, " to

actions

square our

and

to

keep

them within due
bounds," they are so
seldom seen apart,
but are so kept to-

two great lights, or as a
jewel worn once by the Master of the
that
itself to the neophyte as one of the three Lodge, now by the Past Master,
great lights ; 2. To the Fellow Craft as one they have come at last to be recognized
of his working-tools; 3. To the Master as the proper badge of a Master Mason,
Mason as the ofiScial emblem of the Master just as the triple tau is of a Eoyal Arch
Everywhere, however, it Mason or the passion cross of a Knight
of the Lodge.
inculcates the same lesson of morality, of Tpmplar.
So universally has this symbol been
So universally
truthfulness, of honesty.
accepted is this symbolism, that it has recognized, even by the profane world, as
gone outside of the Order, and has been the peculiar characteristic of Freemasonry,
found in colloquial language communi- that it has recently been made in the
cating the same idea. Square, says Halli- United States the subject of a legal decimanufacturer of flour having
well,
(Dief. Archaisms,) means honest, sion.
To made, in 1873, an application to the Patentequitable, as in "square dealing."
play upon the square is proverbial for to play Office for permission to adopt the square
honestly.
In this sense the word is found and compass as a trade-mark, the Commissioner of Patents refused the permission
in the old writers.
As a Masonic symbol, it is of very an- on the ground that the mark was a Ma«ient date, and was familiar to the Oper- sonic symbol.
"If this emblem," said Mr. J. M.
In the year 1830, the
ative Masons.
" were somearchitect, in rebuilding a very ancient Thacher, the Commissioner,
"bridge called Baal bridge, near Limerick, thing other than precisely^ what it is
in Ireland, found under the foundation- either less known, less significant, or fully
ity.

is applied in various

ways

:

1.

gether, either as

It presents

—

A

—

:
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and universally understood

—

all this

might

readily be admitted. But, considering its peculiar character and relation to the public,
an anomalous question is presented. There
can be no doubt that this device, so com-

monly worn and employed by Masons, has
an established mystic significance, universally recognized as existing ; whether comprehended by all or not, is not material to
this issue.
In view of the magnitude and

extent of the Masonic organization, it is
impossible to divest its symbols, or at least
this particular symbol
perhaps the best
known of all of its ordinary significa-

—

—

wherever displayed, either as an arbitrary character or otherwise. It will be
universally understood, or misunderstood,
as having a Masonic significance; and,
therefore, as a trade-mark, must constantly
work deception. Nothing could be more
mischievous than to create as a monopoly,
and uphold by the power of law, anything
BO calculated, as applied to purposes of
trade, to be misinterpreted, to mislead all
classes, and to constantly foster suggestions of mystery in af&irs of business."
In a religious work by John Davies, entitled Summa Jhtalis, or All in All and the
Same Forever, printed in 1607, we find an
allusion to the square and compass by a
profane in a really Masonic sense. The
author, who proposes to describe mystically
the form of the Deity, says in his dedication :
tion,

" Yet I

forme of formelesse Dbity,
Drewe by the Squire and Compasse of our
this

Creed.''

elevation in his studies. Yet even in the
high degrees, the square and compass combined retain their primitive signification
as a symbol of brotherhood and as a badge
of the Order."
recreant
Sqaiu de Flexlau.
Templar, to whom, with Noffodei and, as
some say, another unkuowu person, is attributed the invention of the false accusations upon which were based the persecutions and the downfall of the Order of
Knights Templars. He was a native of
the city of Beziers, in the south of France,
and having been received as a Knight
Templar, had made so mucli proficiency in
the Order as to have been appointed to the
head of the Priory of Monttaucon. Reghellini states that both Squin de Flexian
and Noffodei were Templars, and held the

A

Dupuy (Oondemnation des Templiers) denies that the
latter was a Templar.
He says " All historians agree that the origin of the ruin of
the Templars was the work of the Prior of
Montfaucon and of Noffodei, a Florentine,
banished from his country, and whom norank of Commanders; but

:

body believes to have been a Templar.
This Prior, by the sentence of the Grand
Master, had been condemned, for heresy
and for having led an infamous life, to pass
the remainder of his days in a prison. The
other is reported to have been condemned
to rigorous penalties by the provost of
Paris."
Reghelliui's account (La Mafonnerie considerke, etc., I., p. 451,) is more circumstantial.
He says: "In 1506, two Knights
Templars, Noffodei and Florian, were punished for crimes, and lost their Comman-

In Masonic symbolism the Square and
Compass refer to the Mason's duty to the deries, that of the latter being Montfaucon.
Craft and to himself; hence it is properly a They petitioned the Provincial Grand
symbol of brotherhood, and there signifi- Master of Mount Carmel for a restoration
cantly adopted as the badge or token of the to their offices, but met with a refusal.
Fraternity.
They then obtained an entrance into tie
Berage, in his work on the high degrees, Provincial Grand Master's country-house,
[Lespbis secrets Mysteres des Hauls Cfrades,) near Milan, and having assassinated
him,
gives an interpretation to the symbol concealed the body in the
woods under
which I have nowhere else seen. He says
some thick shrubbery; after which they
"The square and the compass represent fled to Paris. There they obtained access
the union of the Old and New Testaments. to the king, and thus furnished
Philip with
[None of the high degrees recognize this in- an occasion for executing his projects,
by
terpretation, although their symbolism of denouncing the Order
and exposing to him
the two implements differs somewhat from the immense wealth which it
possessed.
that of symbolic Masonry. The square is
"They proposed the abolition of the
with them peculiarly appropriated to the Order, and promised the king,
for a reward,
lower degrees, as founded on the operative to be its denouncers. The king
accepted
art; while the compass, as an implement of their proposition,
and, assuring them of his
higher character and uses, is attributed to protection, pointed out
to them the course
the degrees, which claim to have a more which they were to
pursue.
elevated and philosophical foundation.
" They associated with themselves a third
Thus they speak of the initiate, when he individual, called by historians
'the Unpasses from the blue Lodge to the Lodge known,' [Flnconnti,-) and
Noffodei and Floof Perfection, as passing from the square rian sent a memorial to
Enguerand de Ma'

to the compass,' to indicate a progressive

rigni,

Superintendent of the Finances, in

;
;

:
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which they proposed, if he would guaran- died of the tortures inflicted at Paris, and
them against the attacks of the Order of several others in other places."
Templars, and grant them civil existence
Of the ultimate fate of these traitors
and rights, to discover to the king secrets nothing is really known. When the inwhich they deemed of more value than the famous work which they had inaugurated
conquest of an empire.
had been consummated by the king and
"As a sequel to this first declaration, the pope, as their services were no longer
they addressed to the king an accusation, needed, they sank into merited oblivion.
which was the same as he had himself dic- The .author of the Secret Societies of the
" Squin was
tated to them for the purpose of the turn Middle Ages, (p. 268,) says
which he desired to th« afl'air. This accusa- afterwards hanged, and Noffodei beheaded,
tion contained the following charges
as was said, with little probability, by the
" 1. That the Order of Templars was the Templars."
foe of all kings and all sovereign authority
Hardly had the Templars, in their prosthat it communicated secrets to its initiates trate condition, the power, even if they had
under horrible oaths, with the criminal the will, to inflict such punishment. It
condition of the penalty of death if they was not Squin, but Marigni, his abettor,
divulged them and that the secret prac- who was hanged at Montfaucon, by order
tices of their initiations were the conse- of Louis X., the successor of Philip, two
quences of irreligioD, atheism, and rebel- years after his persecution of the Templars.
lion.
The revenge they took was of a symbolic
" 2. That the Order had betrayed the re- character. In the change of the legend of
ligion of Christ, by communicating to the the third degree into that of the Templar
Sultan of Babylon all the plans and opera- system, when the martyred James de Molay
tions of the Emperor Frederick the Second, was substituted for Hiram Abif, the three aswhereby the designs of the Crusaders for sassins were represented by Squin de Flexthe recovery of the Holy Land were frus- ian, Noffodei, and the Unknown. As there
is really no reference in the historical rectrated.
" 3. That the Order prostituted the mys- ords of the persecution to this third acteries most venerated by Christians, by cuser, it is most probable that he is altomaking a Knight, when he was received, gether a mythical personage, invented
trample upon the Cross, the sign of redemp- merely to complete the triad of assassins,
tion; and abjured the Christian religion by and to preserve the congruity of the Templar
making the neophyte declare that the true with the Masonic legend.
The name of Squin de Flexian, as well
God had never died, and never could die
that they carried about them and wor- as that of Noffodei, have been differently
shipped a little idol called Bafomet; and spelled by various writers, to say nothing
that after his initiation the neophyte was of the incomprehensible error found in
compelled to undergo certain obscene prac- some of the oldest French Cahiers of the
Kadosh, such as that of De la Hogue, where
tices.
"4. That when a Knight was received, the two traitors are named Gerard Tab6
the Order bound him by an oath to a com- and Benoit Mehui. The Processus contra
Templarios calls him Eaquius de Flexian
plete and blind obedience to the Grand
Master, which was a proof of rebellion de Biferiis; and Kaynouard always names
him Squin de Florian, in which he is
against the legitimate authority.
"6. That Good Friday was the day se- blindly followed by Eeghellini, Eagon, and
Thory. But the weight of authority is in
lected for the grand orgies of the Order.
" 6. That they were guilty of unnatural favor of Squin de Flexian, which I have ac-

tee

:

;

crimes.

"7. That they burned the children of
their concubines, so as to destroy all traces
of their debauchery."
These calumnies formed the basis of the
longer catalogue of accusations, afterwards
presented by the pope, upon which the

Templars were finally tried and condemned.
In the preliminary examinations of the
accused, Squin de Flexian took an active
part as one of the commissioners. In the
pleadings for their defence presented by
the Knights, they declare that _" Knights
were tortured by Flexian de Beziers, prior
of Montfaucon, and by the monk, William
Eobert, and that already thirty-six had

4S
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cordingly adopted as the true name of this
Judas of the Templars.
white staff' is the proper inStaff.
signia of a Treasurer. In the first procession after the appointment of that officer by the Grand Lodge of England, we
find " the Grand Treasurer with the Staff"."
In this country the use of the staff by the
Treasurer of a Lodge has been discontinued.
It was derived from the old custom for the
treasurer of the king's household to carry
a staff" as the ensign of authority. In the
old "Customary Books" we are told that
the Steward or Treasurer of the household
for the offices were formerly identical
received the office from the king himself by

A

—

—

:
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the presentation of a staff in these words
Termez le boston de nosire maison, " Receive
the staff of our house." Hence the Grand
Lodge of England decreed, June 24, 1741,
that "in the procession in the hall" the
Grand Treasurer should appear " with the
staff."

Stairs, Wiuding. See Winding Stairs.

Staudard. An

ensign in war, being
soldiers stand or to
which they rally in the fight. It is sometimes used in the higher degrees, in connection with the word Bearer, to denote a
particular officer.
But the term mostly
used to indicate any one of the ensigns of
the different degrees of Masonry is Banner.
The Grand Standard of the Order of
Knights Templars in the United States is
described in the regulations as being " of
white woollen or silk stuff, six feet in height
and five feet in width, made tripartite at the
bottom, fastened at the top to the cross-bar
by nine rings ; in the centre of the field a
blood-red passion cross, over which the
motto. In hoc Signo Vlnces, and under, Non
Nobis, Domhiel non Nobis sed Nomini itto da
Oloriam
The cross to be four feet high,
and the upright and bar to be seven inches
wide.
On the top of the staff a gilded
globe or ball four inches in diameter, surmounted by the patriarchal cross, twelve
inches in heiglit. The cross to be crimson,
edged with gold."
The standard of the Order in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite is thus
described in the Fundamental Statxdes. It
is white with a gold fringe, bearing in the
centre a black double-headed eagle with
wings displayed the beaks and thighs are
of gold it holds in one talon the golden
hilt and in the other the silver blade of an
antique sword, placed horizontally from
right to left; to tne sword is suspended the
Latin device, in letters of gold. Dens meumque Jus. The eagle is crowned with a
triangle of gold, and holds a purple band
fringed with gold and strewn with golden
that under

which the

.'

;

;

stars.

There is really no standard of the Order
properly belonging to Symbolic or Royal
Arch Masonry. Many Grand Chapters,
however, and some Grand Lodges in this
country, have adopted for a standard the
blazonment of the arms of Masonry first
made by Dermott for the Athol Grand
Lodge of Masons. In the present condition of the ritual, occasioned by the disseverance of the Royal Arch degree from the
Master's, and its organization as a distinct
system, this standard, if adopted at all,
would be most appropriate to the Grand
Chapters, since its charges consist of symbols no longer referred to in the ritual of

Symbolic Masonry.

Standard-Bearer. An

officer in a

Commandery of Knights Templars, whose
it is to carry and protect the standard
similar officer exists in
of the Order.
several of the high degrees.
Abide by. The covStand to
enant of Masonry requires every Mason
" to stand to and abide by " the laws and
regulations of the Order, whether expressed
in the edicts of the Grand Lodge, the bylaws of his Lodge, or the landmarks of the
Institution.
The terms are not precisely
synonymous, although generally considered
to be so. 7b stand to has a somewhat active

duty

A

aud

meaning, and signifies to maintain and defend the laws while to abide by is more pas;

meaning, and signifies to submit to
the award made by such laws.
Star. In the French and Scottish
sive in

Rites lighted candles or torches are called
stars when used in some of the ceremonies, especially in the reception of distinguished visitors, where the number of
lights or stars with which the visitor is
received is proportioned to his rank; but
the number is always odd, being 3, 5, 7, 9,
or 11.

Star, Blazing. See Blazing Star.
Star, £astern. See Fastern Star.
Star, Five - Point«d. See FivePointed Star.

Star in the £ast.

The Blazing Star
thus called by those who entertain the
theory that there is "an intimate and
necessary connection between Masonry and
Christianity." This doctrine, which Dr.
Oliver thinks is "the fairest gem that
Masonry can boast," is defended by him in
his early work entitled The Star in the Fast.
The whole subject is discussed in the
article Blazing Star, which see.
Starof Jernsalem.
degree cited
in the nomenclature of Fustier.
Star of tlie Syrian Knights.
is

A

[Etoile des Chevaliers Suriens.)

The Order

of Syrian Knights of the Star is contained
in the collection of Pyron.
It is divided
into three degrees
Novice, Professed, and

—

Grand

Patriarch.

Starck, Johann August Ton.
Von Starck, whose life is closely connected
with the history of German Freemasonry,
and especially with that of the Rite of
Strict Observance, was born at Schwerin,
October 29, 1741. He studied at the University of Gottingen, and was made in 1761
a Freemason in a French Military Lodge.
In 1763 he went to St. Petersburg, where
he received the appointment of teacher in
one of the public schools. There, too, it
is supposed that he was adopted into the
Rite of Melesino, then flourishing in the
Russian capital, and became first acquainted
with the Rite of Strict Observance, in which

;

;

STARCK
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he afterwards played so important a part.
After two years' residence at St. Petersburg,
he went for a short time to England, and
was in August, 1766, in Paris. In 1767 he
was director of the schools at Wismar,
where he was Junior Warden of the Lodge
of the Three Lions. In 1770 he was called
to Konigsberg, to occupy the chair of the-

in 1768 there was a formal union of the two
branches at Wismar, but it was neither sin-

and to fill the post of court chaplain.
following year he resigned both offices,
and retired to Mettau, to devote himself
to literary and philosophical pursuits.
But
in 1781 the court at Darmstadt conferred
upon him the posts of chief preacher and
the first place in the consistory, and there
he remained until his death, which occurred
ology,

The

March 3, 1816.
The knowledge

that Starck acquired of
the Rite of Strict Observance convinced
him of its innate weakness, and of the necessity of some reformation.
He therefore
was led to the idea of reviving the spiritual
branch of the Order, a project which he
sought to carry into effect, at first quietly
and secretly, by gaining over influential

Masons

to his views.

In

this

he so

far suc-
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cere nor jiermanent.
At the Congress of
Brunswick, in 1775, the clerical branch se-

ceded and formed an independent Order;
and, after the death of Von Hund, the
Lodges of the Strict Observance abandoned
their name, and called themselves the
United German Lodges. The spiritual
branch, too, soon began to lose favor with
the German Freemasons, partly because
the Swedish system was getting to be popular in Germany, and partly because Starck
was suspected of being in league with the
Catholics, for whose sake he had invented
Documentary evidence has
his system.
since proved that this suspicion was well
founded. Ragon says that the Order continued in successful existence until the
year 1800 but I doubt if it lasted so long.
The German writers have not hesitated
to accuse Starck of having been an emissary
of the Jesuits, and of having instituted his
Rite in the interests of Jesuitism. This,
of course, rendered both him and the Rite
unpopular, and gave an impetus to its decay and fall. Starck himself, even before
his appointment as court chaplain at Darmstadt, in 1781, had, by his own confession,
not only abandoned the Rite, but all interIn 1785 he wrote his
est in Freemasonry.
Saint. Nicaise, which was really anti-Masonic in principle, and in 1787 he published
;

ceeded as to be enabled to establish, in 1767,
the new system of clerical Knights Templars, as a schism from the Strict Observance, and to which he gave the name of
Clerks of Relaxed Observance. It consisted
of seven degrees, as follows 1. Apprentice;
2. Fellow; 3. Master; 4. Young Scottish
Master ; 6. Old Scottish Master, or Knight his work Ueber Kripto-Catholicesmus, etc.,
of St. Andrew 6. Provincial Chapter of or A Treatise on Secret Catholicism, on Prosethe Red Cross; 7. Magus, or Knight of lyte Making, on Jesuitism, and on Secret SoBrightness and Light; which last degree cieties, which was a controversial work diwas divided into five classes, of Novice, rected against Nicolai, Gadicke, and Biester.
the summit of the In this book he says: " It is true that in my
Levite, and Priest
Order being Knight Priest. Thus he em- youthful days I was a Freemason. It is
bodied the idea that Templarism was a also true that when the so-called Strict Obhierarchy, and that not only was every Ma- servance was introduced into Masonry I
son a Templar, but every true Templar was belonged to it, and was, like others, an
both a Knight and a Priest. Starck, who was Eques, Socius, Armiger, Commendator, Preoriginally a Protestant, had been secretly fect, and Sub-Prior; and, having taken
some formal cloister-like profession, I have
connected with Romanism while in Paris
and he attempted surreptitiously to intro- been a Clericus. But I have withdrawn
duce Roman Catholicism into his new sys- froqi all that, and all that is called Freetem. He professed that the Rite which he masonry, for more than nine years."
While an active member of the Masonic
was propagating was in possession of secrets
not known to the chivalric branch of the Order, whatever may have been his secret
Order and he demanded, as a prerequisite motives, he wrote many valuable Masonic
to admission, that the candidate should be works, which produced at the time of their
a Roman Catholic, and have previously appearance a great sensation in Germany.
received the degrees of Strict Observance. Such were his Apology for the Order of
Starck entered into a correspondence with Freemasonry, Berlin, 1778, which went
Von Hund, the head of the Rite of Strict through many editions On the Design of
Observance, for the purpose of effecting a the Order of Freemasonry, Berlin, 1781
the chivalric and On the Ancient and Modem Mysteries,
fusion of the two branches
and the spiritual. But, notwithstanding 1782. He was distinguished as a man of
the willingness of Von Hund to accept any letters and aa a learned theologian, and has
league which promised to give renewed left numerous works on general literature
strength to his own decaying system, the and on religion, the latter class showing an
fusion was never effected. It is true that evident leaning towards the Roman Catho:

;

—

;

;

—

:
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of which he was evidently a par"There is," says Feller, {Biog.

lie iaith,

tisan.
Uniu.,)

"in the

life

of Starck something

singular, that has never been made public."
I think the verdict is now well established,
that in his labors for the apparent reformation of Freemasonry there was a deplorable
want of honesty and sincerity, and that he
abandoned the Order finally because his
schemes of ambition failed, and the Jesuitical designs
frustrated.

with which he entered

it

{To
Latin adage, ap-

stand on the old pnihs.)
propriately applied as a Masonic motto to
inculcate the 'duty of adhering to the ancient landmarks.

State.

The

to

meet in private
I.

;

ter within its limits ; so that there is,
can be, but one Grand Lodge and

in each State.

and

one
In most of

the States there are also a Grand Council
of Royal and Select Masters, and a Grand
Commandery of Knights Templars, which
claim the same right of exclusive jurisdiction.
See Jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge.
Stations. The positions occupied by
the subordinate officers of a Lodge are
called places, as "the Junior Deacon's
place in the Lodge.'' But the positions occupied by the Master and Wardens are
called stations, as "the Senior Warden's
station in the Lodge."
This is because
these three officers, representing the sun in
his three prominent points of rising, culminating, and setting, are supposed to be
stationary, and therefore remain in the spot
appropriated to them by the ritual, while

the Deacon and other officers are required
to move about from place to place in. the

Lodge.

Statistics of Freemasonry.

Netherlands,

Norway,
Portugal,
Posen, Duchy of,
Prussia,
Prussian Poland,
Saxe,

Bavaria,

Belgium,

Bremen,

Denmark,
England,

Saxe-Coburg,

France,
(Jermany,
Greece,

Saxe-Grotha,

assertion that
find a home, and in every clime a brother,"
is well sustained by the statistics of the

show

wherever civilized
their footprints, its temples
that,

Saxe-Hildburghausen,
Saxe-Meiningen,

Hamburg,
Hanover,
Hesse-Darmstadt,
Holland,
Holstein- Oldenburg,

Saxe-Weimar,
Saxony,
Schwarzburg-

Ionian Islands,

Eudolstadt,
Scotland,
Spain,

Ireland,

Sweden,

Hungary,

Italy,

Switzerland,

Malta,

Wurtemberg.

MecklenburgSchwerin,
II.

Ceylon,
China,

Asia.
Persia,

Pondicherrv,
Turkey.

India,

Japan,
III.

New

OCEANICA.

South Wales,

New

Sumatra,

Sandwich

Java,

Islands.

Zealand,

IV. Africa.
Algeria,

Bourbon, Isle

The
" in every land a Mason may Canary

Order, which

Europe.

Anhalt-Bernburg,
Anhalt-Dessau,

Brunswick,
political divisions of the

United States are called States and Territories.
In every State and in every populous Territory there is a Grand Lodge and
a Grand Chapter, each of which exercises
exclusive jurisdiction over all the Lodges
and Chapters within its political boundaries
nor does it permit the introduction
of any other Grand Lodge or Grand Chap-

Grand Chapter

all,

were

Stare Super Tias Antlqnas.

A

a half would be a very low estimate. The
following is a table of the countries in
which Freemasonry is openly practised
with the permission of the public authorinow, by the
ties, omitting the States,
increasing spirit of tolerance, very few, indeed, where the suspicions of the government compel the Masons, if they meet at

of,

Islands,

Guinea,
Mauritius,

Mozambique,

Cape of Good Hope

Senegarabia,

Egypt,

St.

Helena.

Groa,

V. America.
men have left
have been established. It is impossible to Antigua,
]\[artinico,
venture on anything more than a mere Argentine Republic,
Mexico,
approximation to the number of Freema- Barbadoes,
New Brunswick,
sons scattered over the world but if we Bermudas,
New Grenada,
;

are correct in believing that there are more
than 400,000 Masons in the United States
of America, any estimate that would place
the whole number of the Fraternity everywhere dispersed at less than a million and

Brazil,

Nova

Canada,

Panama,

Scotia,

Carthagena,

Peru,

Chili,

Rio de la Plata,

Colombia,

St.

Bartholomew's

:

STATUTE

ST.

St. Christopher's,

St. Croix,

text.

CuraQoa,
Domiaica,
Dutch Guiana,
English Guiana,
French Guiana,
Guadeloupe,
Hayti,
Jamaica,

St. Eustatia,

bottom of No.

CLAIR

About three inches
1,
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in depth at the

hand comer,
which may have con-

in the right

St.

Martin,

is

St.

Thomas,

tained some signatures in addition to those
given. The left hand bottom corner of No.
2 has been similarly torn away, and the
same remark with regard to signatures may

Vincent,
Trinidad,
St.

United States,
Uruguay,

entirely wanting,

In the Advois a manuscript entitled "Hay's MSS.," which is,
says Lawrie, "a collection of several things
relating to the historical account of the
most famed families of Scotland. Done by
Kichard Augustine Hay, Canon Regular
of Sainte Geneveft of Paris, Prior of Sainte
Pierremont, etc.. Anno Domini 1706."

apply to it. The first document is a letter
of jurisdiction, granted by the Freemen
Masons of Scotland to William St. Clair
of Roslin, (probable date 1600-1.) The
second purports to have been granted by
the Freemen Masons and Hammermen of
Scotland to Sir William St. Clair of Eoslin,
(probable date May 1, 1628.)"
However difficult it may be to decide as
to the precise date of these charters, there
are no Masonic manuscripts whose claim
to authenticity is more indisputable; for
the statements which they contain tally
not only with the uniformly accepted traditions of Scotch Masonry, but with the
written records of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, both of which show the intimate
connection that existed between the Freemasonry of that kingdom and the once
powerful but now extinct family of St.

Among

Clair.

Statute of

Venezuela.
YI. See La-

Henry

borers, Statute of.

Statutes. The permanent rules by
which a subordinate Lodge is governed are
By-Laws; the
Grand Lodge are called

regulations of a
its Constitution;
but the laws enacted for the government
of a Supreme Council of the Scottish Eite
are denominated Statutes.
called its

St.

Clair Charters.

cates' Library,

of Edinburgh,

this collection are two manuscripts,

supposed to have been copied from the
originals by Canon Hay, and which are
known to Masonic scholars as the "St.
Clair Charters."
These copies, which it
seems were alone known in the last century, were first published by Lawrie, in his
History of Freemasonry, where they constitute Appendixes I. and II. But it appears
that the originals have since been discovered, and they have been republished
by Bro. W. J. Hughan, in his Unpublished
Records of the Graft, with the following
introductory account of them by Bro. D.

Murray Lyon
"These MSS. were

several years ago
accidentally discovered by David Laing,
Esq., of the Signet Library, who gave them
to the late Bro. Aytoun, Professor of BellesLettres in the University of Edinburgh, in

exchange for some antique documents he

The

had.

Professor presented

Grand Lodge of Scotland,

them

to the

whose reposiThere can be no
in

they now are.
doubt of their identity as originals. We
have compared several of the signatures
with autographs in other MSS. of the time.
tories

The

charters are in scrolls of paper,

— the

one 15 by llj inches, the other 26 by \\\
inches,
and for their better preservation
have been affixed to cloth. The caligraphy
and though the edges of the
is beautiful
paper have been frayed, and holes worn in
one or two places where the sheets had
been folded, there is no difficulty in supplying the few words that have been obliterated, and making out the whole of the

—

;

WilUam.

The St. Clairs
St. Clair,
of Boslin, or, as it is often spelled, of Eosslyn, held for more than three hundred years
an intimate connection with the history of
Masonry in Scotland. William St. Clair,
Earl of Orkney and Caithness, was, in 1441,
appointed by King James II. the Patron
and Protector of the Masons of Scotland,
and the office was made hereditary in his
family. Charles Mackiesays of him, (Lond.
Freem., May, 1851, p. 166,) that "he was
considered one of the best and greatest
Masons of the age." He planned the construction of a most magnificent collegiate
church at his palace of Eoslin, of which,
however, only the chancel and part of the
transept were completed. To take part in
this design, he invited the most skilful
Masons from foreign countries; and in order
that they might be conveniently lodged
and carry on the work with ease and dispatch, he ordered them to erect the neightsoring town of Eoslin, and gave to each
of the most worthy a house and lands.
After his death, which occurred about
1480, the office of hereditary Patron was
transmitted to his descendants, who, says
Lawrie, {Hist., p. 100,) "held their principal annual meetings at Kilwinning."
The prerogative of nominating the officebearers of the Craft, which had always
been exercised by the kings of Scotland,
appears to have been neglected by James
VI. after his accession to the throne of
England. Hence the Masons, finding themselves embarrassed for want of a Protector,

;
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about the year 1600,

(if that be the real
of the St. Clair Manuscripts,) appointed William St. Clair of
Boslin, for himself and his heirs, their
"patrons and judges."
After presiding
over the Order for many years, says Lawrie, William St. Clair went to Ireland, and
in 1630 a second Charter was issued, granting to his son. Sir William St. Clair, the

date of the

first

same power with which

his father had been
This Charter having been signed
by the Masters and Wardens of the princi-

invested.

pal Lodges of Scotland, Sir William St.
Clair assumed the active administration of
the affairs of the Craft, and appointed his

Deputies and Wardens, as had been customary with his ancestors. For more than
a century after this renewal of the compact
between the Lairds of Eoslin and the Masons of Scotland, the Craft continued to
flourish under the successive heads of the
family.
But in the year 1736, William St. Clair,
E-sq., to whom the Hereditary Protectorship
had descended in due course of succession,
having no children of his own, became
anxious that the oflSce of Grand Master
should not become vacant at his death.
Accordingly, he assembled the members of

CLAIR

have, pretended to, or claim to be, patron,
protector, judge, or master of the Masons
in Scotland, in virtae of any deed or deeds
made and granted by the said Masons, or
of any grant or charter made by any of the
kings of Scotland to and in favor of the
said William and Sir William St. Clairs of
Eoslin, my predecessors, or any other manner or way whatsoever, for now and ever
and I bind and oblige me and my heirs to
warrant this present renunciation and discharge at all hands. And I consent to the
registration hereof in the books of council
and session, or any other judges' books
competent therein to remain for preservation."
And then follows the usual formal
and technical termination of a deed.
The deed of resignation having been accepted, the Grand Lodge proceeded to the
election of its office-bearers, when William
St Clair, as was to be expected, was unan-

imously chosen as Grand Master an office
which, however, he held but for one year,
being succeeded in 1737 by the Earl of
Cromarty. He lived, however, more than
half a century afterwards, and died in
January, 1778, in the seventy-eighth year
;

of his age.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland was not
the Lodges of Edinburgh and its vicinity, unmindful of his services to the Craft, and
and represented to them the good effects on the announcement of his death a funeral
that would accrue to them if they should Lodge was convened, when four hundred
in future have at their head a Grand Master brethren, dressed in deep mourning, being
of their own choice, and declared his inten- present, Sir William Forbes, who was then
tion to resign into the hands of the Craft the Grand Master, delivered an impressive
his hereditary right to the office. It was address, in the course of which he paid the
agreed by the assembly that all the Lodges following tribute to the character of St.
of Scotland should be summoned to appear Clair. After alluding to his voluntary resigby themselves, or proxies, on the approach- nation of his high office for the good of
ing St. Andrew's day, at Edinburgh, to the Order, he added " His zeal, however,
take the necessary steps for the election of to promote the welfare of our society was
a Grand Master.
not confined to this single instance for he
In compliance with the call, the repre- continued almost to the very close of life,
sentatives of thirty-two Lodges met at on all occasions where his influence or his
Edinburgh on the 30th of November, 1736, example could prevail, to extend the spirit
when William St. Clair tendered the fol- of Masonry ana to increase the number of
lowing resignation of his hereditary office
the brethren. ... To these more conspicu"I, William St. Clair, Esq., of Eoslin, ous and public parts of his character I am
taking into my consideration that the Ma- happy to be able to add, that he possessed
sons in Scotland did, by several deeds, con- in an eminent degree the virtues of a benevstitute and appoint William and Sir Wil- olent and good heart
virtues which ought
liam St. Clairs of Eoslin, my ancestors and ever to be the distinguishing marks of a
their heirs, to be their patrons, protectors, true brother."
judges, or masters and that my holding
Bro, Charles Mackie, in the London Freeor claiming any such jurisdiction, right, or masons' Quarterly Review,
(1831, p, 167,)
privilege might be prejudicial to the Craft thus describes the last days of this venand vocation of Masonry, whereof I am a erable patron of the Order, " William St.
member; and I, being desirous to adv.ince Clair of Eoslin, the last of that noble
and promote the good and utility of the family, was one of the most remarkable
said Craft of Masonry to the utmost of my personages of his time; although stripped
power, do therefore hereby, for me and my of his paternal title and possessions, he
heirs, renounce, quit-claim, overgive, and walked abroad respected and reverenced.
discharge all right, claim, or pretence that He moved in the first society; and if he
I, or my heirs, had, have, or any ways may
did not carry the purse, he was stamped
:

;

:

—

;

:

STEINBACH

STIRLING

with the impress of nohility. He did not
require a cubit to be added to his stature,
for he was considered the stateliest man of

the step.

his age."

The

Stelnbacb, £rwiii

of.

See Erwin

of Steinbach.

Steinmetz. German. A stonemason.
For an account of the German fraternity of

earliest times,
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was the true symbolism of

Steps on the Master's Carpet.
three steps delineated on the Master's
carpet, as one of the symbols of the third
degree, refer to the three steps or stages of
human life j^outh, manhood, and old age.

—

This symbol

is one of the simplest forms
or modifications of the mystical ladder,
Ages.
which pervades all the systems of initiaStep. The step can hardly be called a tion ancient and modern.
mode of recognition, although Apuleius inSterkin. One of the three Assassins,
forms us that there was a peculiar step in according to the Hiramic legend of some
the Osiriac initiation which was deemed a of the high degrees.
Lenning says the
sign.
It is in Freemasonry rather an word means vengeance: I know not on what
esoteric usage of the ritual.
The steps can authority. STR are the letters of the Chalbe traced back as far as to at least the daic verb to strike a blovi, and it may be that
middle of the last century, in the rituals of the root of the name will be there found
;
which they are fully described. The custom but the Masonic corruptions of Hebrew
of advancing in a peculiar manner and words often defy the rules of etymology. I
form, to some sacred place or elevated per- am much inclined to believe that this and
sonage, has been preserved in the customs some kindred words are mere anagrams, or
of all countries, especially among the corruptions introduced into the high deOrientalists, who resort even to prostrations grees by the adherents of the Pretender,
of the body when approaching the throne who sought in this way to do honor to the
of the sovereign or the holy part of a reli- friends of the house of Stuart, or to cast
gious edifice.
The steps of Masonry are infamy on its enemies. See Romvel.
symbolic of respect and veneration for the
Stewards. Officers in a Symbolic
altar, whence Masonic light is to emanate. Lodge, whose appointment is generally
In former times, and in some of the high vested in the Junior Warden. Their duties
degrees, a bier or coffin was placed in front are, to assist in the collection of dues and
of the altar, as a well-known symbol, and subscriptions to provide the necessary rein passing over this to reach
freshments, and make a regular report to
the altar, those various posithe Treasurer; and generally to aid the
tions of the feet were necesDeacons and other officers in the performsarily taken which constitute
ance of their duties. They usually carry
the proper mode of advancing.
white rods, and the jewel of their office is a
Respect was thus necessarily
cornucopia, which is a symbol of plenty.
paid to the memory of a
Stewards, Gcrand.
See Grand
worthy artist as well as to the
Stewards.
holy altar. Leuning says of
Stewards' L>odge.
See Grand
the steps
which the German
Stewards' Lodge.
Masons call die Schritte der
Stirling.
city in Scotland which
Aufzunehmenden, the steps of
was the seat of a Lodge called the "Stirling
the recipients, and the French,
Ancient Lodge," which the author of the
" "
les pas Mystirieux, the mysintroduction to the General .Regulations of
"
terious steps
that
every degree has a the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland says
difierent number, which are made in a dif- conferred the degrees of Royal Arch, Red
ferent way, and have an allegorical mean- Cross or Ark, the Sepulchre, Knight of
ing."
Of the "allegorical meaning" of Malta, and Knight Templar until about the
those in the third degree, I have spoken beginning of the last century, when two
above as explicitly as would be proper. Lodges were formed
one for the cultiva" The three grand steps tion of St. John's Masonry, which was the
Gadicke says
symbolically lead from this life to the old one, and a new one called the " Royal
source of all knowledge."
Arch," for the high degrees although it,
It must be evident to every Master Mason, too, soon began to confer the first three
without further explanation, that the three degrees. The "Ancient Lodge" joined
steps are taken from the place of darkness the Grand Lodge of Scotland at its formato the place of light, either figuratively or tion in 1736, but the new Lodge remained
really over a coflSn, the symbol of death, to independent until 1759.
teach symbolically that the passage from
The same authority tells us that " in the
the darkness and ignorance of this life is Stirling Ancient Lodge are still preserved
through death to the light and knowledge two old, rudely - engraved brass plates
of the eternal life. And this, from the one of these relates to the first two degrees

Steinmetzen, see Stonemasons of the Middle

_

;

—

A

—

—

:

;

"
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;

of Masonry; the otlier contains on the
one side certain emblems belonging to a
Master's Lodge, and on the reverse five
figures; the one at the top is called the
'
Redd Cross or Ark.' At the bottom is a
series of concentric arches, which might be
mistaken for a rainbow, were there not a
keystone on the summit, indicative of an
arch. The three other figures are inclosed
within a border; the upper is called the
'
Sepulchre;' the second, Knight of Malta;'
and the third, Knight Templar.' The age
of these plates is unknown, but they can
scarcely be more modern than the beginning or middle of the seventeenth century."
So circumstantial a description, inserted,
too, in a book of oflBcial authority, would
naturally lead to the conclusion that these
'

'

must have been in existence in 1845,
the description was written. If they
ever existed, they have now disappeared, nor
have any traces of them been discovered.
Bro. W. James Hughan, whose indefatigable labors have been rewarded with so
many valuable discoveries, has failed, in this
search, to find success. He says, (Land.
Freemason,) "I spent some weeks, in odd
hours, looking up the question a few years
ago, and wrote officials in Edinburgh and
plates

when

at Stirling,
at Stirling

STONEMASONS
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and also made special inquiries
by kind co-operation of Ma-

sonic students who also investigated the
matter; but all our many attempts only
resulted in confirming what I was told at
the outset, viz., that No one knows aught
about them, either in Stirling or elsewhere.
The friends at Stirling say the plates were
sent to Edinburgh, and never returned, and
the Fraternity at Edinburgh declared they
were returned, and have since been lost.'
St. liCger. See Aldworth.
St. Martin. See Saint Martin.
Stockings. In the last century, when
knee-breeches constituted a portion of the
costume of gentlemen. Masons were required, by a ritual regulation, to wear white
stockings. The fashion having expired, the
regulation is no longer in force.
StoLkin. In the elu degrees this is the
name of one of those appointed to search for
the criminals commemorated in the legend
of the third degree. It is impossible to trace
its derivation to any Hebrew root.
It may
be an anagram of a name, perhaps that of
one of the friends of the house of Stuart.
Stone. The stone, on account of its
hardness, has been from the most ancient
times a symbol of strength, fortitude,
and a firm foundation. The Hebrew word
jax, EBEN, which signifies a stone, is derived, by Gesenius, from an obsolete root,
ABAN, to build, whence aban, an architect
'

and he refers it to AMANAH, which means

a column, a covenant, and truth. The stone,
therefore, says Portal, [Symb. des Egypt.,)
may be considered as the symbol of faith
and truth whence Christ taught the very
principle of symbology, when he called
Peter, who represented Jaith, the rock or
stone on which he would build his Church.
:

But

in

Hebrew

as well as in

Egyptian sym-

bology the stone was also sometimes the
symbol ot falsehood. Thus the name of
Typhon, the principle of evil in the Egyptian theogony, was always written in the
hieroglyphic characters with the determinative sign for a stone. But the stone of
Typhon was a hewn stone, which had the

same evil signification in Hebrew. Hence
Jehovah says in Exodus, " Thou shalt not
build me an altar of hewn stone;" and
Joshua built, in Mount Ebal, " an altar of
whole stones, over which no man hath lift
up any iron." The hevm stone was therefore a symbol of evil and falsehood; the
unhewn stone of good and truth. This must
satisfy us that the Masonic symbolism of
the stone, which is the converse of this, has
not been derived from either the Hebrew
or the Egyptian symbology, but sprang
from the architectural ideas of the Operative Masons; for in Masonry the rough
ashlar, or unhewn stone, is the symbol of
man's evil and corrupt condition while the
perfect ashlar, or the hevm stone, is the symbol of his improved and perfected nature.
Stone, Corner. See Comer-Stone.
Stone, Cubical. See Cubical Stone.
;

Stone Manuscript.

This Manuno longer in existence, having been
one of those which was destroyed, in 1720,
by some too scrupulous brethren. Preston
script is

(ed. 1755, p. 190,) describes it as

"an

old

manuscript, which

was destroyed with
many others in 1720, said to have been in
the possession of Nicholas Stone, a curious
sculptor under Inigo Jones." Preston gives,
however, an extract from it, which details
the afiection borne by St. Alban for the
Masons, the wages he gave them, and the
charter which he obtained from the king
to hold a general assembly.
(See Saint
Alban.) Anderson, (2d ed., p. 99,) whocalls
Stone the Warden of Inigo Jones, intimates
that he wrote the Manuscript, and gives it
as authority for a statement that in 1607
Jones held the Quarterly Communications.
The extract made by Preston, and the brief
reference by Anderson, are all that is left
of the Stone Manuscript.

Stonemasons
Ages.

The

of the Middle

history of the origin

and progress of the Brotherhood of Stonemasons
in Europe, during the Middle Ages, is of
great importance, as a study, to the Masonic
scholar, oecause of the intimate connection
that existed between that Brotherhood and
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the Fraternity of Freemasons. Indeed, the
history of the one is but the introduction
to the history of the other.
In an historical excursus, we are compelled to take up
the speculative science where we find it
left by the operative art.
Hence, whoever
shall undertake to write a history of Freemasonry, must give, for the completion of
his labor, a very full consideration to the
Brotherhood of Stonemasons.
In the year 1820, there issued from the
press of Leipsic, in Germany, a work, by
Dr. Christian Ludwig Steiglitz, under the
title of Von Altdeutscher Baukunat, that is,
" An Essay on the Old German Architecture." In this work the author traces, with
great exactness, the rise and the progress
of the fraternities of Stonemasons from
the earliest times, through the Middle
Ages, until their flaal absorption into the
associations of Freemasons.
From the
labors of Dr. Steiglitz, collated with some
other authorities in respect to matters upon

the practice of building, under the name
of Operarii, or Craftsmen, and Magistri
Operum, or Masters of the Works. The
labors and duties of these monks were divided.
Some of them designed the plan
of the building; others were painters and
sculptors others were occupied in working
in gold and silver and embroidery; and

745

;

others again, who were called Ccemenlarii,
or Stonemasons, undertook the practical
labors of construction. Sometimes, especially in extensive buildings, where many
workmen were required, laymen were also
employed, under the direction of the
monks. So extensive did these laboi-s become, that bishops and abbots often derived
a large portion of their revenues from the
earnings of the workmen in the monasteries.

Among

the laymen

who were employed

in the monasteries as assistants

many were

and labor-

of course possessed of superior intelligence.
The constant and
which he is either silent or erroneous, I intimate association of these with the
have compiled the following sketch.
monks in the prosecution of the same deIt is universally admitted that, in the
sign led to this result, that in process of
early ages of Christianity, the clergy aloue time, gradually and almost unconsciously,
were the patrons of the arts and sciences. the monks imparted to them their art
This was because all learning was then al- secrets and the esoteric principles of archimost exclusively confined to ecclesiastics. tecture. Then, by degrees, the knowledge
Very few of the laity could read or write, of the arts and sciences went from these
and even kings affixed the sign of the cross, monkish builders out into the world, and
in the place of their signatures, to the the laymen architects, withdrawing from
charters and other documents which they the ecclesiastical fraternities, organized
issued, because, as they frankly confessed,
brotherhoods of their own. Such was the
of their inability to write their names and beginning of the Masonic fraternities in
hence comes the modern expression oi sign- Germany, and the same thing occurred in
ing a paper, as equivalent to subscribing other countries. These brotherhoods of
the name.
Masons now began to be called upon, as
From the time of Charlemagne, in the the monks formerly had been, when an imeighth century, to the middle of the twelfth, portant building, and especially a church
all knowledge and practice of architecture,
or a cathedral, was to be erected. Eventpainting, and sculpture were exclusively ually they entirely superseded their monkconfined to the monks and bishops person- ish teachers in the prosecution of the art
To their knowledge of archially superintended the erection of the of building.
churches and cathedrals in their dioceses, tecture they added that of the other sciences,
because not only the principles, but the which they had learned from the monks.
practice of the art of building were secrets Like these, too, they devoted themselves to
scrupulously maintained within the wails the higher principles of the art, and emof cloisters, and utterly unknown to lay- ployed other laymen to assist their labors
as stone-masons.
And thus the union of
men.
Many of the founders of the Monastic these architects and stone-masons presented,
Orders, and especially among these St. in the midst of an uneducated people, a more
Benedict, made it a peculiar duty for the elevated and intelligent class, engaged as
brethren to devote themselves to archi- an exclusive association in building imtecture and church building.
The Eng- portant and especially religious edifices.
But now a new classification took place.
lish monk Winfrid, better known in ecclesiastical history as St. Boniface, and As formerly, the monks, who were the sole
who, for his labors in Christianizing that depositaries of the secrets of high art, sepacountry, has been styled the Apostle rated themselves from the laymen, who
of Germany, followed the example of his were intrusted with only the manual labor
predecessors in the erection of German of building; so now the more intelligent
monasteries. In the eighth century he of the laymen, who had received these seorganized an especial class of monks for crets from the monks, were distinguished as
;

;
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from the ordinary laborers, or
masons. The latter knew only
the use of the trowel and mortar, while the
former were occupied in devising plans for
building and the construction of ornaments

Platonic philosophy, and he attributes their
adoption in architecture to the natural
compliance of the architects or Freemasons
with the predominant taste in the earlier
periods of the Middle Ages for mysticism,
and. the favor given to grotesque decora-
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by sculpture and

skilful stone-cutting.

These brotherhoods of high artists soon
won great esteem, and many privileges and
franchises were conceded to them by the
municipal authorities among whom they
practised their profession. Their places of
assembly were called Hutten, Logen, or
Lodges, and the members took the name of
Freemasom. Their patron saint was St.
John the Baptist, who was honored by them
as the mediator between the Old and the
New Covenants, and the first martyr of the

which were admired without any
knowledge of their actual import.
That there ever was any association of
the Knights Templars with the Freemasons
is still an uncertain and an undetermined
tions,

point of history.

If

it

did take place,

it

must have been at a very late period and
if any community or similarity of symbolism is to be detected among the two Orders,
it is more reasonable to ascribe it to the circumstance, that the Templars always assoChristian religion. To what condition of ciated a body of architects with themselves
art these Freemasons of the Middle Ages for the erection of their own churches and
had attained, we may judge from what other buildings, and that these architects
Hallam says of the edifices they erected
were united in one and the same fraternity
that they " united sublimity in general com- with the Freemasons, whose secrets they
position with the beauties of variety and possessed, and whose architectural opinions
;

—

form, skilful or at least fortunate efiects of
shadow and light, and in some instances
extraordinary mechanical science." {Mid.
Ages, iv. 280.)
And he subsequently adds,
as an involuntary confirmation of the truth
of the sketch of their origin just given, that
the mechanical execution of the buildings
was " so far beyond the apparent intellectual powers of those times, that some have
ascribed the principal ecclesiastical structures to the Fraternity of Freemasons, depositaries of a concealed and traditionary
science.
There is probably some ground
for this opinion, and the earlier archives

of that
existed,

mysterious

might

association,

if

they

the progress of
Gothic architecture, and perhaps reveal its
origin."
(lb., 284.)
These archives do
exist, or many of them
and although unknown to Mr. Hallam, because they were
out of the course of his usual reading, they
have been thoroughly sifted by recent Masonic scholars, especially by our German
and English brethren; and that which the
historian of the Middle Ages had only assumed as a plausible conjecture has, by
their researches, been proved to be a fact.
The prevalence of Gnostic symbols such
as lions, serpents, and the like
in the
decorations of churches of the Middle Ages,
have led some writers to conclude that the
Knights Templars exercised an influence
over the architects, and that by them the
Gnostic and Ophite symbols were introduced into Europe. But Dr. Steiglitz denies the correctness of this conclusion. He
ascribes the existence of Gnostic symbols
in the church architecture to the fact that,
at an early period in ecclesiastical history,
many of the Gnostic dogmas passed over
into Christendom with the Oriental and
illustrate

;

—

—

they shared.
Steiglitz also denies any deduction of the
Builders' Fraternities, or Masonic Lodges,
of the Middle Ages from the Mysteries of
the old Indians, Egyptians, and Greeks;
although he acknomedges that there is a
resemblance between the organizations.
This, however, he attributes to the fact, that

the Indians and Egyptians preserved all
the sciences, as well as the principles of
architecture, among their secrets, and because, among the Greeks, the artists were
initiated into their mysteries, so that, in the
old as well as in the new brotherhoods,
there was a purer knowledge <)f religious
truth, which elevated them as distinct associations above the people. In like manner,

he denies the descent of the Masonic fraternities from the sect of Pythagoreans, which
they resembled only in this that the Samian sage established schools which were
secret, and were based upon the principles
:

of geometry.
But he thinks that those are not mistaken who trace the associations of Masons
of the Middle Ages to the Roman Colleges,
the Collegia Cmmentariorum, because these
colleges appear in every country that was
conquered and established as a province or
a colony by the Romans, where they erected
temples and other public buildings, and promoted the civilization of tlie inhabitants.
They continued until a late period. But
when Rome began to be convulsed by the
wars of its decline, and by the incursions
of hordes of barbarians, they found a welcome reception at Byzantium, or Constantinople, wlience they subsequently spread
into the west of Europe, and were everywhere held in great estimation for their
skill in the construction of buildings.

:

;
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la Italy the associations of architects
never entirely ceased, as we may conclude
from the many buildings erected there during the domination of the Ostrogoths and
the Longobards. Subsequently, when civil

"Their government was
where they fixed near the

order was restored, the Masons of Italy
were encouraged and supported by popes,

nine."

princes, and nobles. And Muratori tells
us, in his Historia d' Italia, that under the

Lombard kings

the inhabitants of

Como

were so superior as masons and bricklayers,
that the appellation of Magistri Comacini,
or Masters from Como, became generic to
all

those of the profession.

In England, when the Romans took possession of it, the corporations, or colleges
of builders, also appeared, who were subsequently continued in the Fraternity of Freemasons, probably established, as Steiglitz
thinks, about the middle of the fifth century, after the Romans had left the island.
The English Masons were subjected to

many

adverse difficulties, from the repeated
incursions of Scots, Picts, Danes, and Saxons, which impeded their active labors yet
were they enabled to maintain their existence, until, in the year 926, they held that
General Assembly at the city of York
which framed the Constitutions that governed the Engliah Craft for eight hundred
years, and which is claimed to be the oldest
Masonic record now extant. It is but fair
to say that the recent researches of Brother
Hughan and other English writers have
thrown a doubt upon the authenticity of
these Constitutions, and that the very existence of this York assembly has been denied.
But these are historical problems, the true
solution of which must be waited for until
the further researches of Masonic archaeologists shall present us with the necessary
data for determining them. Until then it
is safer to adhere to the traditional theory
which admits the genuineness of the Constitutions and the fact of the assembly.
In France, as in Germany, the Fraternities of Architects originally sprang out of
the connection of lay builders with the
monks in the era of Charlemagne. The
French Masons continued their fraternities
throughout the Middle Ages, and erected
many cathedrals and public buildings.
have now arrived at the middle of the
eleventh century, tracing the progress of the
fraternities of Stonemasons from the time
of Charlemagne to that period. At that
time all the architecture of Europe was in
Under the distinctive name
their hands.
of Travelling Freemasons they passed from
nation to nation, constructing churches and
cathedrals wherever they were needed. Of
their organization and customs, Sir Christopher Wren, in his Parentalia, gives the fol;

We

lowing account
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regular,

building in

hand, they made a camp of huts. A surveyor governed in chief; every tenth man
was called a warden, and overlooked each

Mr. Hope, who, from his peculiar course
of studies, was better acquainted than Mr.
Hallam with the history of these Travelling
Freemasons, thus speaks, in his Essay on
Architecture, of their organization at this
time, by which they efiected an identity of
architectural science throughout all Europe:
" The architects of all the sacred edifices
of the Latin Church, wherever such arose,
north, south, east, or west
thus derived
their science from the same central school
obeyed in their designs the dictates of the
same hierarchy ; were directed in their constructions by the same principles of propriety and taste kept up with each other,
the most distant parts to which they
might be sent, the most constant correspondence; and rendered every minute
improvement the property of the whole
body, and a new conquest of the art."
Working in this way, the Stonemasons,
as corporations of builders, daily increased
in numbers and in power. In the thirteenth century they assumed a new organi-

—

—

;

m

zation,

which

allied

them more

closely

than

ever with that Brotherhood of Speculative
Freemasons into which they were finally
merged in the eighteenth century.
The most important event in the cultivation and spread of Masonic art on the continent of Europe was that which occurred
at the city of Strasburg, in Germany, when
Erwin of Steinbach, the architect of the
cathedral, summoned a great number of
master-builders out of Germany, England,
and Italy, and in the year 1275 established
a code of regulations and organized the
Fraternity of Freemasons after the mode
which had been adopted, as is maintained
by many writers, three hundred and fifty
years before, by the English Masons at the
Lodges were then estabcity of York.
lished in many of the cities of Germany,
all of which fraternized with each other;
but of these the precedence was conceded
to the Lodge at Strasburg, because that
city had been, as it were, the central point
whence German Masonic art had flowed.
Erwin of Steinbach was elected their preThree
siding officer, or Grand Master.
Masgrades of workmen were recognized

—

Fellow Crafts, and Apprentices and
words, signs, and grips were created as
modes of recognition to be used by the
members of the Fraternity, a part of which
was borrowed from the English Masons.
Finally, ceremonies of initiation were in-

ters,

;

:
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vented, wliicb were of a symbolical character, and concealed, under their symbolism,
profound doctrines of philosophy, religion,

The Stonemasons, as a fraternity of Operative Freemasons, distinguished from the
ordinary masons and laborers of the craft,
acquired at this time great prominence, and
were firmly established as an association.
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and

architecture.

Of these ceremonies of initiation used
by the old German Stonemasons of the In 1452 a general assembly was convened
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, Findel at Strasburg, and a new constitution framed,
gives the following interesting account
" On the day fixed, the candidate went

which embraced many improvements and
modifications of the former one. But seven

into the house where the assemblies were
held, where the master of the chair had
had everything prepared in due order in the
hall of the Craft. The brethren were then
summoned, (of course bearing no weapon
of any kind, it being a place dedicated to
peace,) and the assembly was opened by the
Master, who first acquainted them with the
proposed inauguration of the candidate,
dispatching a brother to prepare him. The
messenger, in imitation of an ancient heathen custom, suggested to his companion
that he should assume the demeanor of a
supplicant. He was then stripped of all
weapons, and everything of metal taken
from him he was divested of half his garments, and, with his eyes bound and breast
and left foot bare, he stood at the door of

years afterwards, in 1459, Jost Dotzinger,
then holding the position of architect of
the Cathedral of Strasburg, and, by virtue
of his oflSce, presiding over the Craft of
Germany, convened a general assembly of
the Masters of all the Lodges at the city of
Ratisbon. There the code of laws which

;

the hall, which was opened to him after
three distinct knocks. The Junior Warden
conducted him to the Master, who made
him kneel and repeat a prayer. The candidate was then led three times around the
hall of the Gild, halting at last at the door,
and putting his feet together in the form of
a right angle, that he might in three upright square steps place himself in front of
the Master. Between the two, lying open
on the table, was a New Testament, a pair
of compasses, and a mason's square, over
which, in pursuance of an ancient custom,
he stretched out his right hand, swearing
to be faithful to the duties to which he
pledged himself, and to keep secret whatever had been, or might be thereafter, made

known to him in that place. The bandage
was then removed from his eyes, the three
great lights were shown him, a new apron
bound round him, a password given him,
and his place in the hall of the Gild pointed
out to him."

(Hist, of Freemasonry, p. 65.)

These fraternities or associations became
at once very popular.
Many of the potentates of Europe, and among them the Emperor Rudolf I., conceded to them considerable powers of jurisdiction, such as would
enable them to preserve the most rigid
system in matters pertaining to building,
and would facilitate them in bringing master builders and stone-masons together at

any required point. Pope Nicholas III.
granted the Brotherhood, in 1278, letters
of indulgence, which were renewed by his
successors, and finally, in the next century,
by Pope Benedict XII.

had been adopted
under the title of

at Strasburg in 1462,
" Statutes and Regula-

tions of the Fraternity of Stonemasons of
Strasburg," was fully discussed and sanctioned.
It was then also resolved that

there should be established four Grand
Lodges,
at Strasburg, at Vienna, at Cologne, and at Zurich and they also determined that the master workman, for the
time being, of the Cathedral of Strasburg
should be the Grand Master of the Freemasons of Germany. These constitutions
or statutes are still extant, and are older
than any other existing Masonic record of
undoubted authenticity, except the manuscript of Halliwell.
They were " kindly

—

;

and

affably agreed upon," according to their
preamble, " for the benefit and requirements of the Masters and Fellows of the
whole Craft of Masonry and Masons in

Germany."
General assemblies, at which important
business was transacted, were held in 1464
at Ratisbon, and in 1469 at Spire, while
provincial assemblies in each of the Grand
Lodge jurisdictions were annually convened.
In consequence of a deficiency of employment, from political disturbances and
other causes, the Fraternity now for a brief
period declined in its activity. But it was
speedily revived when, in October, 1498,
the Emperor Maximilian I, confirmed its
statutes, as they had been adopted at Strasburg, and recognized its former rights and
privileges.
This act of confirmation was
renewed by the succeeding emperors,
Charles V. and Ferdinand I. In 1563 a
general assembly of the Masons of Germany and Switzerland was convened at the
city of Basle by the Grand Lodge of Strasburg.
The Strasburg constitutions were
again renewed with amendments, and what
was called the Stonemasons' Law [das Steinwerkrecht) was established.
The Grand
Lodge of Strasburg continued to be recognized as possessing supreme appellate jurisdiction in all matters relating to the Craft.

—
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Even the senate of

that city had acknowledged its prerogatives, and had conceded
to itthe privilege of settling all controversies in relation to matters connected with
building; a concession which was, however,
revoked in 1620, on the charge that the
privilege had been misused.
Thus the Operative Freemasons of Germany continued to work and to cultivate
the high principles of a religious architectural art.
But on March 16, 1707, up to
which time the Fraternity had uninterruptedly existed, a decree of the Imperial
Diet at Eatisbon dissolved the connection
of the Lodges of Germany with the Grand
Lodge of Strasburg, because that city had
passed into the power of the French. The
head being now lost, the subordinate bodies
began rapidly to decline. In several of
the German cities the Lodges undertook to
assume the name and exercise the functions of Grand Lodges but these were all
abolished by an imperial edict in 1731,
which at the same time forbade the administration of any oath of secrecy, and transferred to the government alone the a<^udi;

cation of all disputes

From

among

the Craft.

time we lose sight of any national organization of the Freemasons in
this

Germany until

the restoration of the Order,
in the eighteenth century, through the
English Fraternity. But in many cities
as in Basle, Zurich, Hamburg, Dantzic,
and Strasburg
they preserved an independent existence under the statutes of
1559, although they lost much of the profound symbolical knowledge of architecture which had been possessed by their

—

predecessors.

Before leaving these German Stonemaworth while to say something of
the symbolism which they preserved in
sons, it is

their secret teachings.
They made much
use, in their architectural plans, of mystical numbers, and among these five, seven,
and nine were especially prominent. Among

gold and blue and white possessed
symbolic meanings.
The foot-rule, the
compasses, the square, and the gavel, with
some other implements of their art, were
consecrated with a spiritual signification.
The east was considered as a sacred point ;
and many allusions were made to Solomon's Temple, especially to the pillars of
the porch, representations of which are to
be found in several of the cathedrals.
In France the history of the Free Stonemasons was similar to that of their German
brethren.
Originating, like them, from
the cloisters, and from the employment of
laymen by the monkish architects, they
associated themselves together as a brotherhood superior to the ordinary stone-masons.
The connection between the Masons of
colors,

:
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France and the Roman Colleges of Builders was more intimate and direct than that
of the Germans, because of the early and
very general occupation of Gaul by the
Boman legions but the French organization did not materially differ from the
German. Protected by popes and princes,
the Masons were engaged, under ecclesias:

tical patronage, in the construction of religious edifices. In France there was also a
peculiar association, the Fontifices, or Bridge
Builders, closely connected in design and
character with the Masonic fraternity, and
the memory of which is still preserved in
the name of one of the degrees of the
Scottish Eite, that of "Grand Pontiff."
The principal seat of the French Stonemasonry was in Lombardy, whence the Lodges
were disseminated over the kingdom, a fact
which is thus accounted for by Mr. Hope
" Among the arts exercised and improved
in Lombardy," he says, " that of building
held a pre-eminent rank, and was the more
important because the want of those ancient edifices to which they might recur
for materials already wrought, and which
Rome afforded in such abundance, made
the architects of these more remote regions

dependent on their own

own

skill

and

free to

conceptions." But in the
beginning of the sixteenth century, the
necessity for their employment in the further construction of religious edifices having ceased, the Fraternity began to decline,
and the Masonic corporations were all
finally dissolved, with those of other workmen, by Francis I., 1539. Then originated
that system which the French call Compagnonnage, a system of independent Gilds
or brotherhoods, retaining a principle of
community as to the art which they practised, and with, to some extent, a secret
bond, but without elevated notions or genThe socieeral systematic organizations.
ties of Compagnons were, indeed, but the
diibris of the Masonic Lodges.
Freemasonry ceased to exist in France as a recognized system until its revival in the eighteenth century.
In England, we have already seen that
the stone-masons, under the distinctive appellation of Freemasons, held a general assembly at the city of York, in the year
926, and there adopted those constitutions
which have always been looked upon as
the fundamental law of English Masonry.
Of course, the very calling of this assembly
proves that the Freemasons were previously
in activity in the kingdom, which is, in
fact, otherwise proved by the records of the
building at an earlier period, by them, of
cathedrals, abbeys, and castles. But we
date the York assembly as the first known
and acknowledged organization of the Craft
follow their
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England into a national body, or Grand
Their history differs but little
Lodge.
from that which has already been detailed.
but in the possession
Stonemasons, in fact

entirely separated from that of Stonemasonry.
see, then, in conclusion, that the
coming partly from the RoStonemasons
man Colleges of Architects, as in England,
in Italy, and in France, but principally, as
in Germany, from the cloistered Drother-
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of many professional secrets originally derived from their monkish teachers, as well
as from the Roman colleges, with which,
like the Masons of France, they had an intimate communication through the legions

We

—

hoods of monks

—

devoted themselves to
the construction of religious edifices. They
which had been encamped for so many consisted mainly of architects and skilful
as they were controlled
they called themselves operatives but
years in England
Freemasons, to be distinguished from the by the highest principles of their art, were
ordinary laborers and common stone-ma- in possession of important professional sesons, who were generally of a servile con- crets, were actuated by deep sentiments of
dition, and had neither the intellectual religious devotion, and had united with
elevation, nor the devotion to high religious themselves in their labors men of learning,
they assumed from
art, which belonged exclusively to the
wealth, and influence
"freeborn" fraternity.
the very beginning the title of Fi-eemasons,
After the organization at York, annual to serve as a proud distinction between
assemblies, it is said, were regularly held, themselves and the ordinary laborers and
and the transactions of several of them uneducated workmen, many of whom were
have been transmitted to us by historical of servile condition.
records. The Fraternity experienced, as
Subsequently, in the beginning of the
in other countries, its alternate periods of eighteenth century, they threw off the operprosperity and of decay.
Finally, about ative element of their institution, and,
the end of the seventeenth century it had adopting an entirely speculative character,
so far declined, that only seven Lodges they became the Freemasons of the present
were to be found in the whole of London day, and established on an imperishable
and its suburbs. It is to the glory of theEng- foundation that sublime Institution which
lish Masons that they now adopted that presents over all the habitable earth the
bold and wise policy which alone could most wonderful system of religious and
have saved the Brotherhood from absolute moral symbolism that the world ever saw.
In 1703 a statute was enacted,
dissolution.
Stone, ZWicllolas. See Stone Manuwhich entirely changed the objects of the script.
institution.
From an operative society, it
Stone of Foundation. The Stone
became wholly speculative in its character. of Foundation constitutes one of the most
It ceased to build material temples, and important and abstruse of all the symbols
devoted itself to the erection of a spiritual of Freemasonry. It is referred to in nuone.
It retained the working-tools and the merous legends and traditions not only of
technical terms of art of the original oper- the Freemasons, but also of the Jewish
ative institution, simply because of the re- Rabbis, the Talmudic writers, and even
ligious symbolism which these conveyed. the Mussulman doctors.
Many of these, it
And its members invited to their assem- must be confessed, are apparently puerile
blies men of learning and science, who and absurd
but most of them, and espemight find in their discussions topics con- cially the Masonic ones, are deeply interestgenial with their intellectual labors.
ing in their allegorical signification.
The happiest results speedily followed;
The Stone ot Foundation is, properly
and in 1717 the Grand Lodge of England speaking, a symbol of the higher degrees.
was organized, or rather restored, on the It makes its first appearance
the Royal
new basis of a speculative society. The Arch, and forms indeed the most imporeffect was soon seen in other countries
for,
tant symbol of that degree. But it is so
through the instrumentality of the Grand intimately connected, in its legendary hisLodge of England, which became, indeed, tory, with the construction of the Solothe Mother Lodge of the world, Freema- monic Temple, that it must be considered
sonry was everywhere revived. Lodges on as a part of Ancient Craft Masonry, althe English model, which afterwards gave though he who confines the range of his
rise to the establishment of Grand Lodges investigations to the first three degrees
in their respective countries, were organ- will have no means, within that narrow
ized in France in 1729, in Holland in 1731, limit, of properly appreciating the symbolin Germany in 1733, and in Italy in 1735. ism of the Stone of Foundation.
It spread in other countries with more or
As preliminary^ to the inquiry, it is necesless activity, and was established in 1733 in sary to distinguish the Stone of FoundaAmerica. From that time to the present tion, both in Its symbolism and its legendday the history of Freemasonry has been ary history, from other stones which play

—

—

;

—

;

m

;

!

!
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an important part in the Masonic ritual,
but which are entirely distinct from it.
Such are the corner-stone, which was always

legends of Masonry should be read, the
legend of the Stone of Foundation becomes
one of the most important and interesting
of all the Masonic symbols.
The Stone of Foundation is supposed,
by the theory which establishes it, to have
been a stone placed at one time within the
foundations of the Temple of Solomon,
and afterwards, during the building of the
second Temple, transported to the Holy of
Holies. It was in form a perfect cube, and
had inscribed upon its upper face, within a
delta or triangle, the sacred Tetragrammaton, or ineffable name of God.
Oliver,
speaking with the solemnity of a historian,
says that Solomon thought that he had
rendered the house of God worthy, so far
as human adornment could effect, for the
dwelling of God, " when he had placed the
celebrated Stone of Foundation, on which
the sacred name was mystically engraven,
with solemn ceremonies, in that sacred depository on Mount Moriah, alone with the
foundations of Dan and Asher, the centre
of the Most Holy Place, where the ark was
overshadowed by the shekinah of God."
The Hebrew Talmudists, who thought as
much of this stone, and had as m&,ny legends concerning it, as the Masonic Talmudists, called it eben shatijah, or " Stone of
Foundation," because, as they said, it had
been laid by Jehovah as the foundation of
the world, and hence the apocryphal book
of Enoch speaks of the " stone which supports the corners of the earth."
This idea of a foundation-stone of the
world was most probably derived from that
magnificent passage of the book of Job
(ch. xxxviii.) in which the Almighty de-

placed in the north-east corner of the building about to be erected, and to which such
a beautiful reference is made in the ceremonies of the first degree; or the keystone,
which constitutes an interesting part of the
Mark Master's degree or, lastly, the capestone, upon which all the ritual of the
Most Excellent Master's degree is founded.
These are all, in their proper places, highly
interesting and instructive symbols, but
have no connection whatever with the
Stone of Foundation, whose symbolism it
Nor, alis our present object to discuss.
though the Stone of Foundation is said,
for peculiar reasons, to have been of a cubical form, must it be confounded with that
stone called by the continental Masons the
the pierre cubique of the
cubical stone
French and the cubilc stein of the German
Masons, but which in the English system
is known as the perfect ashlar.
The Stone of Foundation has a legendary history and a symbolic signification
which are peculiar to itself, and which differ from the history and meaning which
belong to these other stones. I propose
first to
define this Masonic Stone of
Foundation, then to collate the legends
which refer to it, and afterwards to invesTo the
tigate its significance as a symbol.
Mason who takes a pleasure in the study
of the mysteries of his Institution, the investigation cannot fail to be interesting, if
;

—

conducted with any ability.
But in the very beginning, as a necessary preliminary to any investigation of
this kind, it must be distinctly understood
that all that is said of this Stone of Foundation in Masonry is to be strictly taken
it is

Dr.
in a mythical or allegorical sense.
Oliver, while undoubtedly himself knowing that it was simply a symbol, has
written loosely of it as though it were a
substantial reality ; and hence, if the passages in his Historical Landmarks, and in
his other works which refer to this celebrated stone, are accepted by his readers in
a literal sense, they will present absurdities

mands of Job,
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—

"

Where wast thou, when I laid the foundation
of the earth ?
Declare, since thou hast such knowledge
Who fixed its dimensions, since thou knowest
Or who stretched out the line upon it ?
Upon what were its foundations fixed?
And who laid its comer-stone.
When the morning stars sang together.
"
all the sons of God shouted for

And

joy ?

as such that

Noyes, whose translation I have adopted
as not materially differing from the common version, but far more poetical and
more in the strain of the original, thus explains the allusions to the foundationstone : " It was the custom to celebrate the

the development of the symbolism which
it conveys.
Bead in this spirit, as all the

laying of the corner-stone of an important
building with music, songs, shouting, etc.
Hence the morning stars are represented
as celebrating the laying of the cornerstone of the earth."
Upon this meagre statement has been
accumulated more traditions than appertain to any other Masonic symbol. The

and

which would not occur if
the Stone of Foundation was received, as
it really is, as a myth conveying a most
profound and beautiful symbolism. It is
puerilities

it is to be treated here; and,
therefore, if a legend is recited or a tradition related, the reader is requested on
every occasion to suppose that such legend
or tradition is not intended as the recital
or relation of what is deemed a fact in ]^asonic history, but to wait with patience for

:
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he cunningly obtained a knowledge of the
Tetragrammaton from the Stone of Foundation, and by its mystical influence was
enabled to perform his miracles.
The Masonic legends of the Stone of
Foundation, based on these and other rabbinical reveries, are of the most extraoris this difference between the Hebrew and
dinary character, if they are to be viewed
the Masonic traditions that the Talmudic as histories, but readily reconcilable with
scholar recited them as truthful histories, sound sense, if looked at only in the light
and swallowed, in one gulp of faith, all of allegories. They present an unintertheir impossibilities and anachronisms; rupted succession of events, in which the
while the Masonic scholar has received Stone of Foundation takes a prominent
them as allegories, whose value is not in part, from Adam to Solomon, and from
the facts, but in the sentiments which they Solomon to Zerubbabel.
convey.
Thus, the first of these legends, in order
With this understanding of their mean- of time, relates that the Stone of Foundaing, let us proceed to a collation of these tion was possessed by Adam while in the
legends.
Garden of Eden that he used it as an
In that blasphemous work, the Toidoth altar, and so reverenced it that, on his exJeahu, or Life of Jesus, written, it is sup- Eulsion from Paradise, he carried it with
posed, in the thirteenth or fourteenth cenim into the world in which he and his
tury, we find the following account of this descendants were afterwards to earn their
wonderful stone
bread by the sweat of their brow.
" At that time [the time of Jesus] there
Another legend informs us that from
was in the House of the Sanctuary [that is, Adam the Stone of Foundation descended
the Temple] a stone of foundation, which to Seth. From Seth it passed by regular
is the' very stone that our father Jacob succession to Noah, who took it with him
anointed with oil, as it is described in the into the ark, and after the subsidence of
twenty-eighth chapter of the book of Gene- the deluge made on it his first thank-offersis.
On that stone the letters of the Tetra- ing. Noah left it on Mount Ararat, where
grammaton were inscribed, and whosoever it was subsequently found by Abraham,
of the Israelites should learn that name who removed it, and constantly used it as
would be able to master the world. To an altar of sacrifice. His grandson Jacob
prevent, therefore, any one from learning took it with him when he fled to his uncle
these letters, two iron dogs were placed Laban in Mesopotamia, and used it as a
upon two columns in front of the Sanctu- pillow when, in the vicinity of Luz, he had
ary.
If any person, having acquired the his celebrated vision.
knowledge of these letters, desired to deHere there is a sudden interruption in the
part from the Sanctuary, the barking of legendary history of the stone, and we have
the dogs, by magical power, inspired so no means of conjecturing how it passed
much fear that he suddenly forgot what he from the possession of Jacob into that of
had acquired."
Solomon. Moses, it is true, is said to have
This passage is cited by the learned taken it with him out of Egypt at the time
Buxtorf in his Lexicon Talmudicum ; but in of the exodus, and thus it may have finally
my copy of the Toidoth Jeshu, I find an- reached Jerusalem. Dr. Adam Clarke reother passage, which gives some additional peats, what he very properly calls " a foolparticulars, in the following words
ish tradition," that the stone on which Ja" At that time there was in the Temple
cob rested his head was afterwards brought
the ineffable name of God, inscrilDed upon to Jerusalem, thence carried after a long
the Stone of Foundation.
For when lung lapse of time to Spain, from Spain to IreDavid was digging the foundation for the land, and from Ireland to Scotland, where
Temple, he found in the depths of the exca- it was used as a seat on which the kings of
vation a certain stone on which the name Scotland sat to be crowned.
Edward I.,
of God was inscribed. This stone he re- we know, brought a stone
to which this
moved and deposited it in the Holv of legend is attached from Scotland to West^
Holies."
minster Abbey, where, under the name of
The same puerile story of the barking Jacob's Pillow, it still remains, and is aldogs is repeated still more at length. It ways placed under the
chair upon which
is not pertinent to the present inquiry, but
the British sovereign sits to be crowned
it may be stated, as a mere matter of curious
because there is an old distich which deinformation, that this scandalous book, clares that wherever this
stone is found the
which is throughout a blasphemous defa- Scottish kings shall reign.
mation of our Saviour, proceeds to say, that
But this Scottish tradition would take the
Babbins, as has already been intimated,
divide the glory of these apocryphal histories with the Masons
indeed, there is
good reason for a suspicion that nearly all
the Masonic legends owe their first existence to the imaginative genius of the
writers of the Jewish Talmud.
But there
;

:

;

;

:
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Ma-

sonic connections, and therefore it is rejected as a Masonic legend.
The legends just related are in raaiJy
respects contradictory and unsatisfactory,
and another series, equally as old, is now
very generally adopted by Masonic scholars
as much better suited to the symbolism by
which all these legends are explained.
This series of legends commences with
the patriarch Enoch, who is supposed to have
been the first consecrator of the Stone of
Foundation. The legend of Enoch is so
interesting and important in this connection as to excuse its repetition in the pres-

ent work.
The legend in

full is as follows
Enoch,
iunder the inspiration of the Most High, and
in obedience to the instructions which ho
had received in a vision, built a temple
Underground on Mount Moriah, and dedicated it to God. His son, Methuselah, constructed the building, although he was not
acquainted with his father's motives for the
This temple consisted of nine
erection.
vaults, situated perpendicularly beneath
each other, and communicating by apertures left in each vault.
Enoch then caused a triangular plate of
gold to be made, each side ot which was a
cubit long ; he enriched it with the most
precious stones, and encrusted the plate
:

upon a stone of agate of the same form.
On the plate he engraved the true name of
God, or the Tetragrammaton, and placing
on a cubical stone, known thereafter as
the Stone of Foundation, he deposited the
whole within the lowest arch.
When this subterranean building was
completed, he made a door of stone, and
attaching to it a ring of iron, by which it
might be occasionally raised, he placed it
over the opening of the uppermost arch,
and so covered it that the aperture could
not be discovered. Enoch, himself, was
not permitted to enter it but once a year
and on the deaths of Enoch, Methuselah,
and Lamech, and the destruction of the
world by the deluge, all knowledge of the
vault or subterranean temple and of the
Stone of Foundation, with the sacred and
ineffable name inscribed upon it, was lost
for ages to the world.
At the building of the first Temple of
Jerusalem, the Stone of Foundation again
makes its appearance. Reference has already been made to the Jewish tradition
that David, when digging the foundations
of the Temple, found in the excavation
which he was making a certain stone, on
which the ineffable name of God was inscribed, and which stone he is said to have
removed and deposited in the Holy of
Holies. That King David laid the foundait

iV

48

753

tions of the Temple upon which the superstructure was subsequently erected by Solomon, is a favorite theory of the legendmongers of the Talmud.
The Masonic tradition is substautially
the same as the Jewish, but it substitutes
Solomon for David, thereby giving a greater
air of probability to the narrative, and it
supposes that the stone thus discovered by
Solomon was the identical one that had
been deposited in his secret vault by Enoch.
This Stone of Foundation, the tradition

was subsequently removed by King
Solomon and, for wise purposes, deposited
iu a secret and safer place.
In this the Masonic tradition again agrees
states,

with the Jewish, for we find in the third
chapter of the Treatise on the Temple, the
following narrative
" There was a stone in the Holy of Holies,
on its west side, on which was placed the
ark of the covenant, and before, the pot of
manna and Aaron's rod. But when Solomon had built the Temple, and foresaw
that it was at some future, time to be destroyed, he constructed a deep and winding vault under ground, for the purpose of
concealing the ark, wherein Josiah afterwards, as we learn in the Second Book of
Chronicles, xxxv. 3, deposited it with the
pot of manna, the rod of Aaron, and the
oil of anointing."
The Talmudical book Yoma gives the
same tradition, and says that " the ark of
the covenant was placed in the centre of
the Holy of Holies, upon a stone rising
three fingers' breadth, above the fioor, to
be as it were a pedestal for it." This stone,
says Prideaux, in his Old and New Testament Connected, (voL i., p. 148,) "the Eabbins call the Stone of Foundation, and give
us a great deal of trash about it."
There is much controversy as to the
question of the existence of any ark in the
second Temple. Some of the Jewish writers
assert that a new one was made; others
that the old one was found where it had
been concealed by Solomon; and others
again contend that there was no ark at all
in the temple of Zerubbabel, but that its
place was supplied by the Stone of Foundation on which it had originally rested.
Eoyal Arch Masons well know how all
these traditions are sought to be reconciled
by the Masonic legend, in which the substitute ark and. the Stone of Foundation
play so important a part.
In the thirteenth degree of the Ancient
and Accepted Eite, the Stone of Foundation is conspicuous as the resting-place of
the sacred delta.
In the Eoyal Arch and Select Master's
degrees of the American Eite, the Stone
of Foundation constitutes the most im-

:
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STONE

part of the ritual. In both of
the receptacle of the ark, on
which the ineffable name is inscribed.
Lee, in his Tbmple of Solomon, has devoted
a chapter to this Stone of Foundation, and
thus recapitulates the Talmudio and Rabbinical traditions on the subject
"Vain and futilous are the feverish
dreams of the ancient Rabbins concerning
the Foundation-Stone of the Temple. Some
assert that God placed this stone in the
centre of the world, for a future basis and
settled consistency for the earth to rest
upon. Others held this stone to be the
first matter out of which all the beautiful
visible beings of the world have been hewn
Others reforth and produced to light.
late that this was the very same stone laid
by Jacob for a pillow under his head, in
that night when he dreamed of an angelic
vision at Bethel, and afterwards anointed
and consecrated it to God. Which when
Solomon had found (no doubt by forged
revelation or some tedious search like another Rabbi Selemoh) he durst not but lay
it sure, as the principal Foundation-Stone
of the Temple. Nay, they say further, he
caused to be engraved upon it the Tetragrammaton, or the ineffable name of Je-

there was a very general prevalence among
the earliest nations of antiquity of the worship of stones as the representatives of
Deity secondly, that in almost every ancient temple there was a legend of a sacred
or mystical stone; thirdly, that this legend is found in the Masonic system ; and
lastly, that the mystical stone there has
received the name of the " Stone of Foundation."
Now, as in all the other systems the
stone is admitted to be symbolic, and the
traditions connected with it mystical, we
are compelled to assume the same prediIt, too, is
cates of the Masonic stone.
symbolic, and its legend a myth or an
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portant
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it

is

hovah."
be seen that the Masonic traditions on the subject of the Stone of Foundation do not differ very materially from
these Rabbinical ones, although they add a
few additional circumstances.
In the Masonic legend, the FoundationStone first makes its appearance, as we have
already said, in the days of Enoch, who
placed it in the bowels of Mount Mori.ah.
There it was subsequently discovered by
King Solomon, who deposited it in a crypt
of the first Temple, where it remained concealed until the foundations of the second
Temple were laid, when it was discovered
It will

and removed to the Holy of Holies. But
the most important point of the legend of
the Stone of Foundation is its intimate
and constant connection with the Tetra-

grammaton

or ineffable name. It is this
name, inscribed upon it within the sacred
and symbolic delta, that gives to the stone
all its Masonic value and significance.
It
is upon this fact, that it was so inscribed,
that its whole symbolism depends.
Looking at these traditions in anything
like the light of historical narratives, we
are compelled to consider them, to use the
plain language of Lee, "but as so many
idle and absurd conceits."
must go

We

;

allegory.

Of the fable, myth, or allegory, Bailly
has said that, " subordinate to nistory and
Ehilosophy, it only deceives that it may the
Faithful in preserving
etter instruct us.
the realities which are confided to it, it
covers with its seductive envelop the lessons of the one and the truths of the other."
It is from this stand-point that we are to
view the allegory of the Stone of Foundation, as developed in one of the most interesting and important symbols of Masonry.

The fact that the mystical stone in all
the ancient religions was a symbol of the
Deity, leads us necessarily to the conclusion that the Stone of Foundation was also
a symbol of Deity. And this symbolic idea
is strengthened by the Tetragrammatou, or
sacred name of God, that was inscribed
upon it. This ineffable name sanctifies the
stone upon which it is engraved as the symbol of the Grand Architect. It takes from
it its heathen signification as an idol, and
consecrates it to the worship of the true
God.

The predominant idea of the Deity, in
the Masonic system, connects him with his
creative and formative power.
God is to
the Freemason Al Oabil, as the Arabians
called him, that is, The Builder ; or, as expressed in his Masonic title, the Orand
Architect of the Universe, by common consent abbreviated in the formula
A T U.
Now, it is evident that no symbol could so
appropriately suit him in this character as
the Stone of Foundation, upon which he

G

allegorically supposed to have erected his
world. Such a symbol closely connects the
creative work of God, as a pattern and exemplar, with the workman's erection of his
temporal building on a similar foundationis

stone.

behind the legend, which we acknowledge
But this Masonic idea is still further to
at once to be only an allegory, and study be extended.
The great object of all Maits symbolism.
sonic labor is divine truth. The search for
The following facts can, I think, be read- the lost word is the search for truth. But
ily established from history.
First, that divine truth is a term synonymous with

;
:;
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God. The ineffable name is a symbol of
truth, because God, and God alone, is truth.
It is properly a scriptural idea.
The Book
of Psalms abounds with this sentiment.
Thus it is said that the truth of the Lord
" reacheth unto the clouds," and that " his
truth endureth unto all generations." If,
then, God is truth, and the Stone of Foundation is the Masonic symbol of God, it
follows that it must also be the symbol of
divine truth.
When we have arrived at this point in
our speculations, we are ready to show how
all the myths and legends of the Stone of
Foundation may be rationally explained as
parts of that beautiful " science of moralveiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols," which is the acknowledged definition of Freemasonry.
In the Masonic system there are two temples the first temple, in which the degrees
of Ancient Craft Masonry are concerned,
ity,

;

bol of divine truth,
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upon which

all

specula-

tive Masonry is built, and the legends and
traditions which refer to it are intended to
describe, in an allegorical way, the progress
of truth in the soul, the search for which is
a Mason's labor, and the discovery of which
is his reward.

Stone PaTeinent. Oliver says that,
in the English system, " the stone pavement
is a figurative appendage to a Master Masons' Lodge, and, like that of the Most
Holy Place in the Temple, is for the High
Priest to walk on." This is not recognized
in the American system, where the stone
or Mosaic pavement is appropriated to the
Entered Apprentice's degree.

Stone, Rejected.

St.

Matthew

re-

cords (xxi. 42) that our Lord said to the
chief priests and elders, "Did ye never
read in the Scriptures, The stone which the
builders rejected, the same is become the

head of the corner?"
Commenting on
and the second temple, with which the this, Dr. Adam Clarke says " It is an exhigher degrees, and especially the Koyal pression borrowed from masons, who, findArch, are related. The first temple is sym- ing a stone which, being tried in a particbolic of the present life the second temple ular place, and appearing improper for it,
is symbolic of the life to come.
The first is thrown aside and another taken; howtemple, the present life, must be destroyed
ever, at last, it may happen that the very
on its foundations the second temple, the stone which had been before rejected may be
life eternal, must be built.
found the most suitable as the head stone of
But the mystical stone was placed by the corner." This is precisely the symbolism
King Solomon in the foundations of the of the Mark Master or fourth degree of the
first Temple.
That is to say, the first tem- American Rite, where the rejected stone is
ple of our present life must be built on the suggested to the neophyte " as a consolasure foundation of divine truth, " for other tion under all the frowns of fortune, and as
foundation can no man lay."
an encouragement to hope for better prosBut although the present life is necessa- pects." Bro. G. F. Yates says that the
rily built upon the foundation of truth, yet symbolism of the rejected stone in the
:

;

we never thoroughly attain it in this sublunary sphere. The Foundation-Stone is
concealed in the first temple, and the Master Mason knows it not.
He has not the
true word. He receives only a substitute.
But in the second temple of the future life,
we have passed from the grave which had
been the end of our labors in the first.
have removed the rubbish, and have found
that Stone of Foundation which had been
hitherto concealed from our eyes. We now
throw aside the substitute for truth which
had contented us in the former temple, and
the brilliant eifiilgence of theTetragrammaton and the Stone of Foundation are discovered, and thenceforth we are the possessors
of the true word
of divine truth. And in
this way, the Stone of Foundation, or divine
truth, concealed in the first temple, but discovered and brought to light in the second,
will explain that passage of the Apostle
" For now we see through a glass darkly
but then, face to face now I know in part
but then I shall know face to face."
And so the result of this inquiry is, that
the Masonic Stone of Foundation is a sym-

We

—

:

Mark degree is not in the original
Master Mark Mason's degree, out of which
Webb manufactured his ritual, but was
introduced by him from some other unpresent

known

source.

Stone-Sqnarers. See Oiblim.
Stone, White. Among the ancient
Greeks and Romans, sentence was given in
courts of judicature by white and black
stones or pebbles. Those who were in favor
of acquittal cast a white stone, and those
who were for condemning, a black one.
So, too, in popular elections a white stone
was deposited by those who were favorable
to the candidate, and a black one by those

who wished
we

to reject him.

In this ancient
find the origin of white and
black balls in the Masonic ballot. Hence,
too, the white stone has become the symbol
of absolution in judgment, and of the conferring of honors and rewards. The white
stone with the new name, mentioned in the
Mark Master's degree, refers to the keystone.
practice

Stone, William I^eete. An Amerand writer, who was born in

ican journalist

&TONE
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New York in 1792, and died
in 1844. He was the author of several
literary works, generally of a biographical
character. But his largest work was "Letters on Masonry and anti-Masonry, addressed to the Hon. John Quincy Adams,"
New York, 1832, 8vo, pp. 566. This was

who, unable to frame, by their meagre
principles of plastic art, a true image of

7S6
the State of

one of the productions which were indebted for their appearance to the antiMasonic excitement that prevailed at that
time in this country. Although free from
the bitterness of tone and abusive language
which characterized most of the contemporaneous writings of the anti-Masons, it
is, as an argumentative work, discreditable
It
to the critical acumen of the author.
abounds in statements made without authority and unsustained by proofs, while its
premises being in most instances false, its
deductions are necessarily illogical.
Stone Worsblp. This was, perhaps,
the earliest form of fetichism. Before the
discovery of metals, men were accustomed
to worship unhewn stones.
From Chna,

whom

Sanchoniathan

calls

"the

first

Phoenician," the Canaanites learned the
practice, the influence of which we may
trace in the stone pillar erected and consecrated by Jacob. The account in Genesis xxviii. 18, 22, is that "Jacob took the
stone that he had put for his pillows and
set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon
the top of it and he called the name of the
place Bethel, saying. This stone which I have
set fbr a pillar shall be God's house." The
Israelites were repeatedly commanded to
destroy the stone idols of the Canaanites,
and Moses corrects his own people when
falling into this species of idolatry.
Various theories have been suggested as
to the origin of stone worship.
Lord
Kames. supposes that fact by supposing
that stones erected as monuments of the
dead became the place where posterity paid
their veneration to the memory of the deceased, and that at length the people, losing
sight of the emblematical signification,
which was not readily understood, the
monu^Qental stones at length became objects of worship.
Others have sought to find the origin of
stone worship in the stone that was set up
and anointed by Jacob at Bethel, and the
tradition of which had extended into the
heathen nations and become corrupted. It
is certain that the Phoenicians worshipped
sacred stones under the name of Bcetylia,
which word is evidently derived from the
Hebrew Bethel, and this undoubtedly gives
some appearance of probability to the
theory.
But a third theory supposes that the
worship of stones was derived from the
unskilfulness of the primitive sculptors,
;

the

God whom

they adored, were content

to substitute in its place a rude or scarcely
polished stone. Hence the Greeks, according to Pausanias, originally used unhewn
stones to represent their deities, thirty of
which, that nistorian says, he saw in the
These stones were of a
city of PharoB.
cubical form, and, as the greater number
of them were dedicated to the god Hermes,
or Mercury, they received the generic name

of Hermce. Subsequently, with the improvement of the plastic art, the head was added.
So difficult, indeed, was it, in even the
most refined era of Grecian civilization, for
the people to divest themselves of the influences of this superstition, that Theophrastus characterizes " the superstitious
man " as one who could not resist the impulse to bow to those mysterious stones
which served to mark the confluence of the

highways.
One of these consecrated stones was
placed before the door of almost every
house in Athens. They were also placed
in front of the temples, in the gymnasia or
schools, in libraries, and at the corners of
streets,

and

in the roads.

When dedicated

god Terminus they were used as
landmarks, and placed as such upon the
concurrent lines of neighboring possessions.
The Thebans worshipped Bacchus under
the form of a rude, square stone.
Arnobius says that Cybele was represented by a small stone of a black color.
Eusebius cites Porphyry as saying that the
ancients represented the Deity by a black
to the

stone, because his nature is obscure and inscrutable.
The reader will here be reminded of the black stone, .ffadsjar el Aswad, placed in the south-west corner of the
Kaaba at Mecca, which was worshipped by

the ancient Arabians, and is still treated
with religious veneration by the modern

Mohammedans.

The Mussulman

priests,

however, say that it was originally white,
and of such surprising splendor that it could
be seen at the distance of four days' journey, but that it has been blackened by the
tears of pilgrims.
The Druids, it is well known, had no
other images of their gods but cubical or
sometimes columnar stones, of which Toland gives several instances.
The Chaldeans had a sacred stone, which
they held in great veneration, under the
name of Mnizuris, and to which they sacrificed for the purpose of evoking the Good

Demon.
Stone worship existed among the early
races.
Squier quotes Skinner as
asserting that the Peruvians used to set up
rough stones in their fields and plantations,

American

;
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which were worshipped as protectors of their
Even in the present day, the worship has
crops.
And Gama says that in Mexico the not been altogether abandoned, but still
presiding god of the spring was often repre- exists in some remote districts of Christensented without a human body, and in place dom. Schefier, in his Description of Lapthereof a pilaster or square column, whose land, (cited by Mr. Tennent, in Notes and
pedestal was covered with various sculp- Queries, Ist Ser., v. 122, j says, that in 1673
tures.
the Laplanders worshipped an unhewn
Indeed, so universal was this stone wor- stone found upon the banks of lakes and
ship, that Higgins, in his Celtia Druids, rivers, and which they called " kied kie
says that " throughout the world the first
object of idolatry seems to have been a
plain, unwrought stone, placed in the
ground, as an emblem of the generative
or procreative powers of nature."
And
Bryant, in his Analysis of Ancient Mythol"
ogy, asserts that
there is in every oracular
temple some legend about a stone."
Without further citations of examples
from the religious usages of antiquity, it
will, I think, be conceded that the cubical
stone formed an important part of the religious worship of primitive nations.
But
Cudworth, Bryant, Faber, and all other
distinguished writers who have treated the
subject, have long since established the
theory that the Pagan religions were eminently symbolic. Thus, to use the language of Dudley, the pillar or stone " was

the stone god." Martin, in
Western Islands, (p.
88,) says: "There is a stone set up near a
mile to the south of St. Columbus's church,
about eight feet high and two broad. It is
called by the natives the bowing stone ; for
when the inhabitants had the first sight
of the church, they set up this, and then
bowed, and said the Lord's Prayer." He
also describes several other stones in difierent parts of the islands which were objects
of veneration. Finally, in a work published
about twenty years ago by the Earl of
Koden, entitled Progress of the Reformation
in Ireland, he says, (p. 51,) that at Inniskea, an island off the coast of Mayo, "a
stone carefully wrapped up in flannel is
brought out at certain periods to be adored

adopted as a symbol of strength and firmness
a symbol, also, of the divine power,
and, by a ready inference, a symbol or idol
of the Deity himself" And this symbolism is confirmed by Phurnutus, whom Toland quotes as saying that the god Hermes
was represented without hands or feet, being a cubical stone, because the cubical
figure betokened his solidity and stability.
The influence of this old stone worship,
but of course divested of its idolatrous
spirit, and developed into the system of
symbolic instruction, is to be found in Masonry, where the reference to sacred stones
is made in the Foundation-Stone, the Cu-

Tennent, to whom I am indebted for
these citations, adds another from Borlase,
who, in his Antiquities of Cornwall, says
(b. iii., c. ii., p. 162,) that "after Christianity took place, many [in Cornwall] continued to worship these stones; coming
thither with lighted torches, and praying
for safety and success."
It is more than probable that in many
remote regions of Europe, where the sun
of Christianity has only darted its dimmest
rays, this old worship of sacred stones still
remains.

—

bical Stone, the Corner-Stone, and some
other symbols of a similar character. Indeed, the stone supplies Masonic science
with a very important and diversified symbolism.
As stone, worship was one of the oldest
of the deflections from the pure religion,
so it was one of the last to be abandoned.
decree of the Council of Aries, which was
held in the year 452, declares that " if) in
any diocese, any infidel either lighted
torches or worshipped trees, fountains, or
stones, or neglected to destroy them, he
should be found guilty of sacrilege."

A

A

similar decree was subsequently issued by
the Council of Tours in 567, that of Nantes
Charin 658, and that of Toledo in 681.
lemagne, of France, in the eighth century,
and Canute, of England, in the eleventh,
found it necessary to execrate and forbid

the worship of stones.

jubmal, that

is,

his Description of the

and when a storm arises,
cated to send a wreck on

this god is supplitheir coasts."

Strasburg, Cathedral of. This
has always been considered as one of the
flnest Gothic buildings in Europe, and its
spire is the highest in the world, being 466
feet.
The original cathedral was founded
in 504, but in 1007 it was almost completely destroyed by lightning. The present edifice was begun in 1015 and completed in 1439. The cathedral of Strasburg
is very closely connected with the history
of Freemasonry. The most important association of master builders, says Stieglitz,
{Von Altdeusch. Bauk.,) for the culture and
extension of German art, was that which
took place at Strasburg under Erwin von
Steinbach. As soon as this architect had
undertaken the direction of the works at
the Strasburg cathedral, he summoned masons out of Germany, England, and Italy,
and formed with them a brotherhood,
through which, in 1275, a Freemasonry
according to the English system was es-
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tablished. Thence hatten, or Lodges, were
scattered over Europe. In 1459, on April
25, says Grandidier, the Masters of many
of these Lodges assembled at Batisbon and
drew up an Act of Fraternity, whigh made
the master of the works at Strasbnrg, and
his successors, the perpetual Grand Masters

for the construction of the

and materials
Temple.

Strict

Obserrance, Rite of. The

Eite of Strict Observance was a modification of Masonry, based on the Order of
Knights Templars, and introduced into Germany in 1754 by its founder, the Baron
of the Fraternity of German Freemasons. Hun'd. It was divided into the following
This was confirmed by the Emperor Maxi- seven degrees 1. Apprentice ; 2. Fellow
milian in 1498. By the statutes of this as- Craft; 3. Master; 4. Scottish Master; 5.
sociation, the SauptSutte, Grand or Moth- Novice 6. Templar 7. Professed Knight.
According to the system of the founder
er Lodge of Strasburg, was invested with
a judicature, without appeal, over all the of this Eite, upon the death of Jacques
Lodges of Germany. Strasburg thus takes Molay, the Grand Master of the Templars,
in German Masonry a position equivalent Pierre d'Aumont, the Provincial Grand
to that of York in the Masonry of England, Master of Auvergne, with two Commanders
or Kilwinning in that of Scotland. And and five Knights, retired for purposes of
although the Haupt-Hiitte of Strasburg safety into Scotland, which place they
with all other Haupt-Hutten were abol- reached disguised as Operative Masons,
ished by an imperial edict on August 16, and there finding the Grand Commander,
1731, the Mother Lodge never lost its pres- George Harris, and several Knights, they
"This," says Findel, (Hist, 72,) "is determined to continue the Order. Aumont
tige.
the case even now in many places in Ger- was nominated Grand Master, at a Chapter
many ; the Saxon Stonemasons still regard- held on St. John's day, 1313. To avoid
ing the Strasburg Lodge as their chief persecution, the Knights became Freemasons.
Lodge." See Stonemasons.
In 1361, the Grand Master of the
Strasburg, Congress of. Two im- Temple removed his seat to Old Aberdeen,
portant Masonic Congresses have been hold- and from that time the Order, under the
veil of Masonry, spread rapidly through
en at Strasburg.
The first Congress of Strasburg. This was France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, and
convoked in 1275 by Erwin von Steinbach. elsewhere. These events constituted the
The object was the establishment of a principal subject of many of the degrees of
brotherhood for the continuation of the la- the Eite of Strict Observance. The others
bors on the cathedral.
It was attended by were connected with alchemy, magic, and
a large concourse of Masons from Germany, other superstitious practices.
The great
England, and Italy. It was at this Con- doctrine contended for by the followers of
gress that the German builders and archi- the Rite was, " that every true Mason is a
tects, in imitation of their English breth- Knight Templar."
For an account of the
ren, assumed the name of Freemasons, and rise, the progress, the decay, and the final
established a system of regulations for the extinction of this once important Eite,
government of the Craft.
see Hund, Baron Von.
The second Congress of Strasburg. This
Striking Off. Striking oflf a Lodge
was convoked by the Grand Lodge, or from the registry of the Grand Lodge is a
Haupt-Hiitte of Strasburg, in 1564, as a phrase of English Masonry, equivalent to
continuation of one which had been held what in America is called a forfeiture of
in the same year at Basle.
Here several charter.
It is more commonly called
statutes were adopted, by which the Stein- "erasing from the list of Lodges."
werksrecht,
or
Stonemasons' law, was
Stuart Masonry. This title is given
brought into a better condition.
by Masonic historians to that system of
Strength. This is said to be one of Freemasonry which is supposed to have
the three principal supports of a Lodge, as been invented by the adherents of the exthe representative of the whole Institution, iled house of Stuart for the purpose of
because it is necessary that there should be being used as a political means of restoring,
Strength to support and maintain every first, James II., and afterwards his son and
great and important undertaking, not less grandson, James and Charles Edward, rethan there should be Wisdom to contrive it, spectively known in history as the Chevaand Beauty to adorn it. Hence, Strength lier St. George and the Young Pretender.
is symbolized in Masonry by the Doric
Most of the conclusions to whtch Masonic
column, because, of all the orders of archi- writers have arrived on the subject of this
tecture, it is the most massive; by the connection of the Stuarts with the high
Senior Warden, because it is his duty to degrees of Masonry are based on conjecstrengthen and supporttheauthority of the ture; but there is sufficient internal eviMaster and by Hiram of Tyre, because of dence in the character of some of these
the material assistance that he gave in men degrees, as well as in the known history
:

;

;

;

STUAKT

STUART

of their organization, to establish the fact
that such a connection did actually exist.
The first efforts to create a Masonic influence in behalf of his family is attributed
to James II., who had abdicated the throne
of England in 1688. Of him, Noorthouck
says, (Const, 192,) that he was not "a
Brother Mason," and sneeringly adds, in
his index, that " he might have been a bet-

Chapter of Herodem, known under the title
of Knight of the Eagle and Pelican, and
since our misfortunes and disasters under
that of Hose Croix."
In 1748, the Eite of the Veille-Bru, or
Faithful Scottish Masons, was created at
Toulouse in grateful remembrance of the
reception given by the Masons of that

king had he been a Mason." But Lenning says that after his flight to France,
and during his residence at the Jesuit College of Clermont, where he remained for
ter

some time,

his

adherents,

among whom

were the Jesuits, fabricated certain degrees
with the ulterior design of carrying out
their political views.
At a later period
these degrees were, he says, incorporated
into French Masonry under the name of
the Clermont system, in reference to their
original construction at that place.
Gadicke had also said that many Scotchmen
followed him, and thus introduced Freemasonry into France. But this opinion
is only worthy of citation because it proves
that such an opinion was current among
the German scholars of the last century.
On his death, which took place at the
palace of St. Germain en Laye in 1701, he
was succeeded, in his claims to the British
throne by his son, who was recognized by
Louis XIV., of France, under the title of
James III., but who is better known as the
Chevalier St. George, or the Old Pretender.
He also sought, says Lenning, to find in
the high degrees of Masonry a support for
his political views, but, as he remarks, with
no better results than those which had attended the attempts of his father.
His son. Prince Charles Edward, who
was commonly called by the English the
Young Pretender, took a more active part
than either his father or grandfather in the
pursuits of Masonry ; and there is abundant
historical evidence that he was not only a
Mason, but that he held high office in the
Order, and was for a time zealously engaged
in its propagation
always, however, it is
supposed, with political views.
In 1745 he invaded Scotland, with a view
to regain the lost throne of his ancestors,
and met for some time with more than par-
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Orient to Sir Samuel Lockhart, the aidde-camp of the Pretender. Eagon says,
{Orth. Maqon., 122,) in a note to this statement, the '' favorites who accompanied this
prince into France were in the habit of
selling to speculators Charters for Mother
Lodges, Patents for Chapters, etc. These
titles were their property, and they did not
fail to make use of them as a means of
livelihood."
It is admitted that the Chevalier Eamsay
fabricated degrees in the interest of the
Stuart cause. Eagon says ( Thuil. Gen., 367,)
thatthedegrees of Irish Master, Perfect Irish
Master, and Puissant Irish Master were
invented in France, in 1747, by the favorites
of Charles Edward Stuart, and sold to the
partisans of that prince. One degree was
openly called the " Scottish Master of the
Sacred Vault of James VL," as if to indicate its Stuart character. The degree still
exists as the thirteenth of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Eite, but it has been
shorn of its political pretensions and its
title changed.
Eamsay 's interest in behalf of the cause of the house of Stuart is
to be attributed to the fact that he was at
one time the tutor of the two princes,

Charles Edward afterwards the Young
Pretender, and Henry afterwards Cardinal

York.
Findel has given in his History of Freemasonry, (Lyon's trans., p. 209,) a very calm
and impartial account of the rise of this
Stuart Masonry. He says
"Ever since the banishment of the
Stuarts from England in 1688, secret alliances had been kept up between Eome and
:

Scotland for to the former place the Pretender James Stuart had retired in 1719,
arid his son Charles Edward was born there
in 1720 ;'and these communications became
the more intimate, the higher the hopes of
the Pretender rose. The Jesuits played a
tial success.
On September 24, 1745, he very important part in these conferences.
was admitted into the Order of Knights Eegarding the reinstatement of the Stuarts
Templars, and was elected Grand Master, an and the extension of the power of the
office which it is said that he held until his Eoman church as identical, they sought at
death. On his return to France after his that time to make the society of FreeBut to
ill-fated expedition, the Prince established masons subservient to their ends.
at the city of Arras, on April 15, 1747, a make use of the Fraternity to restore the
Eose Croix Chapter under the title of exiled family to the throne could not posIn the Patent sibly have been contemplated, as FreeScottish Jacobite Chapter.
for this Chapter he styles himself " King masonry could hardly be said to exist in
Perhaps in 1724, when
of England, France, Scotland, and Ireland, Scotland then.
and, as such, Substitute Grand Master of the Eamsay was a year in Eome, or in 1728,
;

;

STUART

SUBLIME

when the Pretender in Parma kept up an
intercourse with the restless Duke of Wharton, a Past Grand Master, this idea was
first entertained; and then, when it was

widow," Queen Henrietta Maria.
Further researches are needed to enable
any author to satisfactorily write all the de-
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apparent how difficult it would be to corrupt the loyalty and fealty of Freemasonry
in the Grand Lodge of Scotland, founded
in 1736, this scheme was set on foot, of
assembling the faithful adherents of the
banished royal family in the high degrees
The soil which was best adapted for this
innovation was France, where the low ebb
to which Masonry had sunk had paved the
way for all kinck of new-fangled notions,
and where the Lodges were composed of
Scotch conspirators and accomplices of the
Jesuits.
When the path had thus been
smoothed by the agency of these secret
propagandists, Ramsay, at that time Grand
Orator (an office unknown in England), by
his speech completed the preliminaries
necessary for the introduction of the high
degrees their further development was left
to the instrumentality of others, whose influence produced a result somewhat different
from that originally intended. Their course
we can now pursue, assisted by authentic
I

;

historical information.
In 1752, Scottish
Masonry, as it was denominated, penetrated
into Germany, (Berlin,) prepared from a
ritual very similar to one used in Lille in
1749 and 1750. In 1743, Thory tells us, the

Masons in Lyons, under the name of the
"Petit Elu," invented the degree of Kadosh, which represents the revenge of the
Templars.

The Order of Knights Tem-

plars had been abolished in 1311, and to
that epoch they were obliged to have recourse when, after the banishment of several
Knights from Malta in 1720 because they
were Freemasons, it was not longer possible
to keep up a connection with the Order of
St. John or Knights of Malta, then in the
plenitude of their power under the sovereignty of the Pope.
pamphlet entitled
Freemasonry Divested of all i& berets, published in Strasburg in 1745, contains the

A

glimpse of the Strict Observance, and
demonstrates how much they expected the
brotherhood to contribute towards the expedition in favor of the Pretender.
From what has been said, it is evident
that the exiled house of Stuart exercised
au important part in the invention and extension of what has been called the High
Masonry. The traces of the political system are seen at the present day in the internal organization of some of the high degrees—especially in the derivation and
meaning of certain significant words.
first

There

is, indeed, abundant reason for believing that the substitute word of the
third degree was changed by Eamsay, or
some other fabricator of degrees, to give it

a reference to

James

II. as

the " son of the

tails of this interesting episode in the history of continental Masonry. Documents
are still wanting to elucidate certain intricate and, at present, apparently contradictory points.
Sublime. The third degree is called
" the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason,"
in reference to the exalted lessons that it
teaches of God and of a future life.
The
epithet is, however, comparatively modern.
It is not to be found in any of the rituals
of the last century. Neither Hutchinson,
nor Smith, nor Preston use it; and it was
not, therefore, I presume, in the original
Prestonian lecture. Hutchinson speaks
of "the most sacred and solemn Order"
and of " the exalted," but not of " the sublime " degree. WelDb, who based his lectures on the Prestonian system, applies no
epithet to the Master's degree. In an edition of the Constitutions, published at Dublin in 1769, the Master's degree is spoken
of as "the most respectable;" and forty
years ago the epithet " high and honorable" was used in some of the rituals of this
country. The first book in which we meet
with the adjective " sublime" applied to the
third degree, is the Masonic JJiscourses of
Dr. T. M.Harris, published at Boston in
1801.
Cole also used it in 1817, in his
Freemasons' Library ; and about the same
time Jeremy Cross, the well-known lecturer, introduced it into his teachings,
and used it in hia Hieroglyphic Chart,
which was, for many years, the textbook of American Lodges. The word is
now, however, to be found in the modern
English lectures, and is of universal use in
the rituals of the United States, vvhere the
third degree is always called '' the sublime
degree of a Master Mason."
The word sublime was the password of the
Master's degree in the Adonhiramite Eite,
because it was said to have been tlie surname of Hiram, or Adonhiram. On this
subject, Guillemain, in his Reciwil Preeietur,
(i., 106,) makes the following singular re-

marks
" For a long time a great number of Masons were unacquainted with this word, and
:

they erroneously made use of another in its
stead which they did not understand, and
to which they gave a meaning that was
doubtful and improbable. This is proved
by the fact that the first knights adopted
for the Master's password the Latin word
Sublimis, which the French, as soon as
they received Masonry, pronounced /Sublime,
which was so far very well. But some profanes, who were desirous of divulging our

SUBLIME

SUBLIME

secrets, but who did not perfectly understand this word, wrote it Jiblime, which they
said signified exoelknce. Others, who followed, surpassed the error of the first by
printing it Giblos, and were bold enough to
say that it was the name of the place where
the body of Adonhiram was found. As in
those days the number of uneducated was
considerable, these ridiculous assertions
were readily received, and the truth was
generally forgotten."
The whole of this narrative is a mere visionary invention of the founder of the Adonhiramite system but it is barely possible
that there is some remote connection between the use of the word sublime in that
Eite, as a significant word of the third de;

gree,

and

its

modern employment

as

an

epithet of the same degree. However, the
ordinary siguification of the word, as referring to things of an exalted character,
would alone sufficiently account for the use
of the epithet.
Sublime Degrees. The eleven degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, from the fourth to the fourteenth inclusive, are so called. Thus Dalcho [Report
of Com., 1802,) says: " Although many of
the Sublime degrees are in fact a continuation of the Blue degrees, yet there is no
interference between the two bodies."

Sublime Crrand liOdge. A

title

formerly given in the Ancient and Accepted
Rite to what is now simply called a Lodge
of Perfection. Thus, in 1801, Dr. Dalcho
delivered in Charleston, South Carolina, an
address which bears the title of " An oration delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge."

Sublime Knight Elected.

(Sub-

Called also Sublime
Knight Elected of the Twelve. The eleventh degree of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. Its legend is that it was instituted by King Solomon after punishment
had been inflicted on certain traitors at the
lime Chevalier ilu.)

Temple, both as a recompense for the zeal

and constancy of the Illustrious Elect of
Fifteen, who had discovered them, and

him to elevate other deserving brethren from the lower degrees to that
which had been vacated by their promotion.
Twelve of these fifteen he elected Sublime
Knights, and made the selection by ballot,
that he might give none ofience, putting
the names of the whole in an urn. The
first twelve that were drawn he formed into
a Chapter, and gave them command over
the twelve tribes, bestowing on them a

also to enable

name which

in

Hebrew

signifies

a true

man.

The meeting of a body of Sublime
Knights is called a Chapter.
The room is hung with black strewed
with tears.

4V

The

presiding

oflScer
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represents

King

Solomon, and in the old rituals is styled
" Most Puissant," but in recent ones " Thrice
Illustrious."

The apron is white, lined and bordered
with black, with black strings on the flap
a flaming heart.
The sash is black, with a flaming heart
on the breast, suspended from the right
shoulder to the left hip.
The jewel is a sword of justice.
This is the last of the three Elus which
are found in the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. In the French Rite they
have been condensed into one, and make
the fourth degree of that ritual, but not, as
Ragon admits, with the happiest efiect.
The names of the Twelve Illustrious
Knights selected to preside over the twelve
tribes, as they have been transmitted to us
in the ritual of this degree, have undoubtedly assumed a very corrupted form. The
restoration of their correct orthography,
and with it their true signification, is
worthy the attention of the Masonic stu;

dent.

Sublime Masons. The initiates into
the fourteenth degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite are so called. Thus Dalcho
(Orat. 27) says " The Sublime Masons view
:

symbolic system with reverence, as
forming a test of the character and capacity
of the initiated." This abbreviated form
is now seldom
used, the fuller one of
" Grand, Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Masons " being more generally employed."

the

Sublime Prince of tbe Royal
Secret.

This is the thirty-second degree
of the Ancient and Accepted Eite. There
is abundant internal evidence, derived from
the ritual and from some historical facts,
that the degree of Sublime Prince of
the Royal Secret was instituted by the
founders of the Council of Emperors of
the East and West, which body was established in the year 1758. It is certain that
before that period we hear nothing of such
a degree in any of the Rites. The Rite
of Heredom or of Perfection, which was
that instituted by the Council of Emperors,
consisted^of twenty-five degrees. Of these
the twenty-fifth, and highest, was the Prince
of the Royal Secret. It was brought to
America by Morin, as the summit of the
High Masonry which he introduced, and
for the propagation of which he had received his Patent. In the subsequent extension of the Scottish Rite about the
beginning of the present century, by the
addition of eight new degrees to the original twenty-five, the Sublime Prince of the
Royal Secret became the thirty-second.
Bodies of the thirty-second degree are
called Consistories, and where there is a

SUBLIME

SUBSTITUTE

superintending body erected by the Supreme Council for the government of the
inferior degrees in a State or Province, it
is called a Grand Consistory.
The clothing of a Sublime Prince conThe
sists of a collar, jewel, and apron.
collar is black edged with white.
The jewel is a Teutonic cross of gold.
The apron is white edged with black.
On the flap are embroidered six flags, three
on each side the staffs in saltier, and the
On the centre
flags blue, red, and yellow.
of the flap, over these, is a Teutonic cross
surmounted by an All-seeing Eye, and on the
cross a double-headed eagle not crowned.
On the body of the apron is the tracingboard of the degree. The most important

the Mason, but not necessarily to be enIn the " Charges of a 1* reemason,"
forced.
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(Anderson, 1st

"With

ed., 56,) it is said,

(vi.

6:)

respect to Brothers or Fellows at

law, the Master and Brethren should kindly
offer their mediation; which ought to be
thankfully stibmitted to by the contending
Brethren and if that sabmisnon is impracticable, they must, however, carry on their
process or lawsuit without wrath or ran;

cour."

Subordinate liOdge. So called to
indicate its subordination to the Grand
Lodge as a supreme, superintending power.
See Lodge.
In a Grand
the officers below the Grand Master, and in a Lodge, all those below the
Worshipfiil Master, are styled Subordinaie
So, too, in all the other branches
Officers.
of the Order, the presiding officer is supreme, the rest subordinate.
Subordination. Although it is the
theory of Freemasonry that all the brethren
are on a level of equality ; yet in the practical working of the Institution a subordination of ranks has been always rigorously
observed. So the Charges approved in 1722,

Subordinate Officers.

Lodge,

all

and which had been collected by Anderson
from the Old Constitutions, say: "These
rulers and Mvernors, supreme and subordinate, of the ancient Lodge, are to be
obeyed in their respective stations by all
the Brethren, according to the Old Charges
and Eegulations, with all humility, reverCh. iv.
ence, love, and alacrity."

part of the symbolism of the degree is the
tracing-board, which is technically called
"The Camp." This is a symbol of deep
import, and in its true interpretation is
found that " royal secret " from which the
degree derives its name. This Camp constitutes an essential part of the furniture
of a Consistory during an initiation, but
its explanations are altogether esoteric.
It
is a singular fact, that notwithstanding the
changes which the degree must have undergone in being transferred from the twentyfifth of one Rite to the thirty-second of
another, no alteration was ever made in
the Camp, which retains at the present day
the same form and signification that were
originally given to it.
The motto of the degree is " Spes mea in

Deo

est,"

i. e.,

My

hope

is

in God.

Sublime Solomon. (Salomon Sublime.)
A degree in the manuscript collection of Peuvret.

Sublimes, The.

(Les Sublimes.)

One

of the degrees of the Ancient Chapter of
Clermont.
Submission. Submission to the mediatorial offices of his brethren in the case
of a dispute is a virtue recommended to

Substitute Ark. Bee- Ark, Substitute.
Substitute Candidate. An arrangement resorted to in the Royal Arch
degree of the American system, so as to
comply pro forma with the requisitions of
the ritual. In the English, Scotch, and
Irish systems, there is no regulation requiring the presence of three candidates, and,
therefore, the practice of employing substitutes is unknown in those countries. In
the United States the usage has prevailed
from a very early period, although opposed
at various times by conscientious Companions, who thought that it was an impropei

evasion of the law. Finally, the question
as to the employment of substitutes came
before the General Grand Chapter in September, 1872, when it was decided, by a
vote of ninety-one to thirty, that the use
of substitutes is not in violation of the
ritual of Royal Arch Masonry or the installation charges delivered to a High
Priest.
The use of them was therefore
authorized, but the Chapters were exhorted
not to have recourse to them except in
cases of emergency
an unnecessary exhortation, it would seem, since it was only
in such cases that they had been employed.
;

:

;

SUBSTITUTE
Substitute

SUCCESSION

Grand Master.

The

third officer in the Grand Lodge of Scotland. He presides over the Craft in the
absence of the Grand and Deputy Grand
Masters. The office was created in the
year 1738. He is elected by the Grand
Lodge, and serves for one year.
This is an exSubstitute
pression of very significant suggestion to
the thoughtful Master Mason. If the Word
is, in Masonry, a symbol of Divine Truth
if the search for the Word is a symbol of
the search for that Truth if the Lost Word
symbolizes the idea that Divine Truth has
not been found, then the Substitute Word is
a symbol of the unsuccessful search after
Divine Truth and the attainment in this
life, of which the first Temple is a type, of
what is only an approximation to it. The
idea of a substitute word an d its history is to
be found in the oldest rituals of the last century but the phrase itself is of more recent
date, being the result of the fuller development of Masonic science and philosophy.
The history of the substitute word has
been an unfortunate one. Subjected from
a very early period to a mutilation of form,
it underwent an entire change in some
Rites, after the introduction of the high
degrees most probably through the influence of the Stuart Masons, who sought by an
entirely new word to give a reference to the
unfortunate representative of that house as
the similitude of the stricken builder. (See
Macbenac.) And so it has come to pass
that there are now two substitutes in use,
of entirely different form and meaning one
used on the continent of Europe, and one in
England and this country.

Word.

;

;

;

;

It is difficult in this case,

where almost

the knowledge that we can have of the
subject is so scanty, to determine the exact
time when or the way in which the new
word was introduced. But there is, I think,
abundant internal evidence in the words
themselves as to their appropriateness and
the languages whence they came, (the one
being pure Hebrew, and the other, I think,
Gaelic,) as well as from the testimony of old
rituals, to show that the word in use in the
United States is the true word, and was the
one in use before the revival.
Both of these words have, however, unfortunately been translated by persons
ignorant of the languages whence they are
derived, so that the most incorrect and even
absurd interpretations of their significations
have been given. The word in universal
use in this country has been translated as
"rottenness in the bone," or "the builder
is dead," or by several other phrases equally
as far from the true meaning.
The correct word has been mutilated.
Properly, it consists of four syllables, for the
all
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as it is now pronounced,
should properly be divided into two. These
four syllables compose three Hebrew words,
which constitute a perfect and grammatical
phrase, appropriate to the occasion of their
utterance.
But to understand them, the
scholar must seek the meaning in each syllable, and combine the whole.
In the language of Apuleius, I must forbear to enlarge upon these holy mysteries.

last syllable,

Succession to tbe Chair. The
regulations adopted in 1721 by the Grand
Lodge of England have been generally esteemed as setting forth the ancient landmarks of the Order. But certain regulations, which were adopted on the 25th of
November, 1723, as amendments to or explanatory of these, being enacted under the
same authority, and almost by the same
persons, can scarcely be less binding upon
the Order than the original regulations.
Both these compilations of Masonic law refer expressly to the subject of the succession
to the chair on the death or removal of the
Master.
The old regulation of 1721, in the second
of the thirty-nine articles adopted in that
year, is in the following words
" In case of death or sickness, or necessary absence of the Master, the Senior
Warden shall act as Master pro tempore, if
no brother is present who has been Master
of that Lodge before. For the absent Master's authority reverts to the last Master
present, though he cannot act till the Senior
Warden has congregated the Lodge."
The lines in italics indicate that even at
that time the power of calling the brethren
together and " setting them to work," which
"congregating the
is technically called
Lodge," was supposed to be vested in the
Senior Warden alone during the absence
of the Master although, perhaps, from a
supposition that he had greater experience,
the difficult duty of presiding over the communication was intrusted to a Past Master.
The regulation is, however, contradictory
in its provisions.
For if the " last Master
present" could not act, that is, could not
exercise the authority of the Master until
the Senior Warden had congregated the
Lodge, then it is evident that the authority of the Master did not revert to him in
an unqualified sense, for that officer required
no such concert nor consent on the part
of the Warden, but could congregate the
Lodge himself.
This evident contradiction in the language of the regulation probably caused,
in a brief period, a further examination of
the ancient usage, and accordingly on the
25th of November, 1723, a very little more
than two years after, the following regu;

lation

was adopted:
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" If a Master of a particular Lodge
posed or demits, the Senior Warden

SUCCESSION
de-

diction in different clauses of the regulation

sliall

itself.
But whether the Senior
or a Past Master is to succeed, the
regulation of 1721 makes no provision for
an election, but implies that the vacancy
shall be temporarily supplied during the
official term, while that of 1723 expressly
states that such temporary succession shall
continue " till the next time of choosing,"
or, in the words of the present English Constitution, " until the next election of offi-

is

the Master's chair till the
next time of choosing and ever since, in
the Master's absence, he fills the chair, even
though a former Master be present."
The present Constitution of the Grand
Lodge of England appears, however, to
have been formed rather in reference to the
regulation of 1721 than to that of 1723. It
prescribes that on the death, removal, or
incapacity of the Master, the Senior Warden, or in his absence, the Junior Warden,
or in his absence, the immediate Past Master, or in his absence, the Senior Past Master, " shall act as Master in summoning the
Lodge, until the next election of oflicers."
But the English Constitution goes on to
direct that, " in the Master's absence, the
immediate Past Master, or if he be absent,
the Senior Past Master of the Lodge present shall take the chair. And if no Past
Master of the Lodge be present, then the
Senior Warden, or in his absence the Junior Warden, shall rule the Lodge."
Here again we find ourselves involved in
the intricacies of a divided sovereignty.
The Senior Warden congregates the Lodge,
but a Past Master rules it. And if the
Warden refuses to perform his part of the
duty, then the Past Master will have no
Lodge to rule. So that, after all, it appears
that of the two the authority of the Senior
Warden is the greater.
But in this country the usage has always
conformed to the regulation of 1723, as is
apparent from a glance at our rituals and
monitorial works.
Webb, in his jF^eemasons' Monitor, (edition of 1808,) lays down the rule, that "in
the absence of the Master, the Senior
Warden is to govern the Lodge;" and
that officer receives annually, in every
Lodge in the United States, on the night
of his installation, a charge to that effect.
It must be remembered, too, that we are
not indebted to Webb himself for this
charge, but that he borrowed it, word for
word, from Preston, who wrote long before,
and who, in his turn, extracted it iromtiie
rituals which were in force at the time of
forthwitli

fill

;

his writing.
In the iJnited States, accordingly, it has
been held, that on the death or removal of
the Master, his authority descends to the

Senior Warden, who may, however, by
courtesy, offer the chair to a Past Master
present, after the Lodge has been congregated.

There is some confusion in relation to
the question of who is to be the successor
of the Master, which arises partly from the
contradiction .between the regulations of
1721 and 1723, and partly from the contra-

of 1723

Warden

cers."

But, in addition to the authority of the
ancient regulation and general and uniform
usage, reason and justice seem to require
that the vacancy shall not be supplied permanently until the regular time of election.
By holding the election at an earlier period,
the Senior Warden is deprived of his right,
as a member, to become a candidate for the
vacant office. For the Senior Warden having been regularly installed, has of course
been duly obligated to serve in the office to
which he had been elected during the full
term. If then an election takes place before the expiration of that term, he must
be excluded from the list of candidates, because, if elected, he could not vacate his
present office without a violation of his
obligation.
affect the

The same

disability

would

Junior Warden, who by a similar

obligation is bound to the faithful discharge
of his duties in the South. So that by anticipating the election, the two most prominent officers of the Lodge, and the two
most likely to succeed the Master in due
course of rotation, would be excluded from
the chance of promotion.
grievous
wrong would thus be done to these officers,
which no Dispensation of a Grand Master
should be permitted to inflict.
But even if the Wardens were not ambitious of office, or were not likely, under
any circumstances, to be elected to the
vacant office, another objection arises to
the anticipation of an election for Master
which is worthy of consideration.

A

The Wardens, having been installed
under the solemnity of an obligation to
discharge the duties of their respective
offices to the best of their ability, and the
Senior Warden having been expressly
charged that "in the absence of the Master
he is to rule the Lodge," a conscientious
Senior Warden might very naturally feel
that he was neglecting these duties and
violating this obligation, by permitting the
office which he has sworn to temporarily
occupy in the absence of his Master to be
permanently filled by any other person.
On the whole, then, the old regulations,
as well as ancient, uninterrupted, and uniform usage and the principles of reason
and justice, seem imperatively to require

;:
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SUN

on the death or removal of the Master,
the chair shall be occupied temporarily
until the regular time of election ; and although the law is not equally explicit in
relation to the person who shall fill that
temporary position, the weight of law and
precedent seems to incline towards the
principle that the authority of the absent
Master shall be placed iu the hands of the
Senior Warden.
Snccotb. An ancient city of Palestine,
about forty-five miles north-east of Jerusalem, and the site of which is now occupied by the village of Seikoot. It is the
place near which Hiram Abif cast the
sacred vessels for the Temple. See Clay

and the work which it should do, must be
symbolized by the sun. TJhe heraldic definition of the sun as a bearing fits most
appositely to the symbolism of the sovereignty of the Master. Thus Gwillim says
" The sun is the symbol of sovereignty, the
hieroglyphic of royalty; it doth signify
absolute authority." This representation
of the sun as a symbol of authority, while
it explains the reference to the Master, enables us to amplify its meaning, and apply
it to the three sources of authority in the
Lodge, and accounts for the respective
positions of the oflBcers wielding this authority. The Master, therefore, in the East
is a symbol of the rising sun ; the Junior
Warden in the South, of the Meridian Sun
and the Senior Warden in the West, of the
Setting Sun. So in the mysteries of India,
the chief officers were placed in the east,

that,

Ormmds.

Sufferer. {Souffrant.) The second
degree of the Order of Initiated Knights
and Brothers of Asia.

Summons. A
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warning to appear at the west, and the south, respectively, to
the meeting of a Lodge or other Masonic represent Brahma, or the rising; Vishnu,
body. The custom of summoning the or the setting; and Siva, or the meridian
members of a Lodge to every communica- sun. And in the Druidical rites, the Archtion, although now often neglected, is of druid, seated in the east, was assisted by
very ancient date, and was generally ob- two other officers,
the one in the west
served up to a very recent period. In the representing the moon, and the other in
Anderson Charges of 1722, it is said " In the south representing the meridian sun.
ancient times, no Master or Fellow could
This triple division of the government
be absent from the Lodge, especially when of a Lodge by three officers, representatives
warned to appear at it, without incurring of the sun in his three manifestations in
a severe censure." In the Constitutions the east, south, and west, will remind us
of the Cooke MS., about 1490, we are told of similar ideas in the symbolism of anthat the Masters and Fellows were to be tiquity. In the Orphic mysteries, it was
forewarned to come to the congregations. taught that the sun generated from an egg,
All the old records, and the testimony of burst forth with power to triplicate himself
writers since the revival, show that it was by his own unassisted energy. Supreme
always the usage to summon the members power seems always to have been associto attend the meetings of the General As- ated in the ancient mind with a threefold
sembly or the particular Lodges.
division.
Thus the sign of authority was
Sun. Hardly any of the symbols of indicated by the three-forked lightning of
Masonry are more important in their sig- Jove, the trident of Neptune, and the threeThe governnification or more extensive in their appli- headed Cerberus of Pluto.
cation than the sun. As the source of ment of the Universe was divided between
material light, it reminds the Mason of these three sons of Saturn. The chaste
that intellectual light of which he is in goddess ruled the earth as Diana, the
constant search. But it is especially as the heavens as Luna, and the infernal regions
ruler of the day, giving to it a beginning as Hecate, whence her rites were only perand end, and a regular course of hours, formed in a place where three roads met.
The sun is then presented to us in Mathat the sun is presented as a Masonic
symbol. Hence, of the three lesser lights, sonry first as a symbol of light, but then
we are told that one represents or sym- more emphatically as a symbol of soverbolizes the sun, one the inoon, and one eign authority.
But, says Wemyss, [Symb. Lang.,) speakthe Master of the Lodge, because, as the
sun rules the day and the moon governs ing of scriptural symbolism, " the sun may
the night, so should the Worshipful Master be considered to be an emblem of Divine
rule and govern his Lodge with equal reg- Truth," because the sun or light, of which
ularity and precision. And this is in strict it is the source, " is not only manifest in itanalogy wim other Masonic symbolisms. self, but makes other things; so one truth
For if the Lodge is a symbol of the world, detects, reveals, and manifests another, as
which is thus governed in its changes of all truths are dependent on, and connected
times and seasons by the sun, it is evident with, each other more or less." And this
that the Master who governs the Lodge, again is applicable to the Masonic doctrine
controlling its time of opening and closing, which makes the Master the symbol of the

—
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sun; for as the sun discloses and makes
manifest, by the opening of day, what had
been hidden in the darkness of night, so
the Master of the Lodge, as the analogue
of the ancient hierophant or explainer of
the mysteries, makes divine truth manifest
to the neophyte, who had been hitherto in
intellectual darkness, and reveals the hidden or esoteric lessons of initiation.

Sun, Knight of

tlie.

See Knight

of the Sun.

Snn, Moon, and Stars.

The plates

prefixed to the Hieroglyphic Chart of Jeremy
Cross contain a page on which are delineated a sun, moon, seven stars, and a comet,
which has been copied into the later illustrated editions of Webb's Monitor, and is
now to be found in all the modern Masters'
carpets.
In the connection in which they
are there placed they have no symbolic
meaning, although many have erroneously
considered that they have. The sun and
moon are not symbols in the third, but only
in the first degree ; the stars are a symbol
in the high degrees, and the comet is no
symbol at all. They are simply mnemonic
in character, and intended to impress on the
memory, by a pictured representation of
the object, a passage in the Webb lectures
taken from the Prestonian, which is in
these words: "The All-seeing Eye, whom
the sun, moon, and stars obey, and under
whose watchful care even comets perform
their stupendous revolutions, pervades the
inmost recesses of the human heart, and
will reward us according to our merits."
It would have been more creditable to
the symbolic learning of Cross, if he had
omitted these plates from his collection of
Masonic symbols. At least the too common
error of mistaking them for symbols in the
third degree would have been avoided.
Worship. Sir William Jones
has remarked that two of the principal
sources of mythology were a wild admiration of the heavenly bodies, particularly
the sun, and an inordinate respect paid to
the memory of powerful, wise, and virtuous
ancestors, especially the founders of kingdoms, legislators, and warriors.
To the
latter cause we may attribute the euhemerism of the Greeks and the sintooism of
the Chinese. But in the former we shall
find the origin of sun worship the oldest
and by far the most prevalent of all the
ancient religions.
Eusebius says that the Phcenicians and
the Egyptians were the first who ascribed
divinity to the sun. But long
very lone
before these ancient peoples the primeval
race of Aryans worshipped the solar orb in
his various manifestations as the producer
of light. "In the Veda," says a native
commentator, " there are only three deities:

Sun

—

—

Surya in heaven, Indra in the sky, and
Agni on the earth." But Surya, Indra,
Agui are but manifestations of God in the
sun, the bright sky, and the fire derived
from the solar light. In the profoundly
poetic ideas of the Vedic hymns we find
perpetual allusion to the sun with his lifebestowing rays. Everywhere in the East,
amidst its brilliant skies, the sun claimed,
as the glorious manifestation of Deity, the

adoration of those primitive peoples. The
Persians, the Assyrians,' the Chaldeans,
all worshipped the sun.
The Greeks, a
more intellectual people, gave a poetic
form to the grosser idea, and adored Apollo
or Dionysus as the sun-god.
Sun worship was introduced into the
mysteries not as a material idolatry, but as
the means of expressing an idea of restoration to life from death, drawn from the
daily reappearance in the east of the solar
orb after its nightly disappearance in the
west.
To the sun, too, as the regenerator
or revivifier of all things, is the Phallic
worship, which made a prominent part of
the mysteries, to be attributed. From the

Mithraic initiations, in which sun worship
played so important a part, the Gnostics
derived many of their symbols.
These,
again, exercised their influence upon the
mediaeval Freemasons. Thus it is that the
sun has become so prominent in the Masonic system not, of course, as an object
of worship, but purely as a symbol, the
interpretation of which presents itself in
many different ways. See Sun.
Super Excellent Masons. Dr.
Oliver devotes the fifteenth lecture of his Historical Landmarks (Vol. I., pp. 401-438,) to
an essay " On the number and classification
of the Workmen at the building of King
Solomon's Temple." His statement, based
entirely on old lectures and legends, is that
there were nine Masons of supereminent
ability who were called Super Excellent
Masons, and who presided over as many
Lodges of Excellent Masons, while the
nine Super Excellent Masons formed also a
Lodge over which Tito Zadok, Prince of
Harodim, presided. In a note on p. 423, he
refers to these Super Excellent Masons as
being the same as the Most Excellent Masters who constitute the sixth degree of the
American Rite. The theory advanced by
Dr. Oliver is not only entirely unauthenticated by historical evidence of any kind,
but also inconsistent with the ritual of that
degree. It is, in fact, merely a myth, and
not a well-constructed one.
;

Super Excellent Master.

A

de-

gree which was originally an honorary or
side degree conferred by the Inspectors
General of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite at Charleston,
It has since been

;

;
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introduced into some of the Eoyal and SeCouncils of the United States, and
there conferred as an additional degree.
This innovation on the regular series of
Cryptic degrees, with which it actually has
no historical connection, met with great
opposition ; so that the convention of Eoyal
and Select Masters, which met at New
York in June, 1873, resolved to place it in
the category of an honorary degree, which
might or might not be conferred at the option of a Council, but not as an integral
part of the Rite. Although this body had
no dogmatic authority, its decision will
doubtless have some influence in settling
the question. The degree is simply an enlargement of that part of the ceremonies of
the Royal Arch which refer to the Temple
destruction.
To that place it belongs, if it
belongs anywhere, but has no more to do
with the ideas inculcated in Cryptic Masonry than have any of the degrees lately
invented for modern secret societies.
Whence the degree originally sprang, it
It could hardly have
is impossible to tell.
had its birth on the continent of Europe
at least, it does not appear to have been
known to European writers. Neither Giidicke nor Lenning mention it in their Encyclopasdias ; nor is it found in the catalogue
of more than seven hundred degrees given
by Thory in his Acta Latomorum; nor does

to the symbolic design of the degree,
very evident that its legend and ceremonies are intended to inculcate that important Masonic virtue
fidelity to vows.
Zedekiah, the wicked king of Judah, is, by
the modern ritualists who have symbolized
the degree, adopted very appropriately as
the symbol of perfidy; and the severe but
well-deserved punishment which was inflicted on him by the king of Babylon is
set forth in the lecture as a great moral lesson, whose object is to warn the recipient
of the fatal effects that will ensue from a
violation of his sacred obligations.

lect

Ragon

allude to

in his Tuileur Oeniral,
although he has there given a list of one
hundred and fifty-three degrees or modifications of the Master. Oliver, it is true,
speaks of it, but he evidently derived his
knowledge from an American source. It
may have been manufactured in America,
and possibly by some of those engaged in
founding the Scottish Rite. The only
Cahier that I ever saw of the original ritual,
which is still in my possession, is in the
handwriting of Alexander McDonald, a
very intelligent and enthusiastic Mason,
it

at one time the Grand Commander of the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction.
The Masonic legend of the degree of Super Excellent Master refers to circumstances which occurred on the last day of
the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the Chaldean army, who had
been sent by Nebuchadnezzar to destroy
the city and Temple, as a just punishment
of the Jewish king Zedekiah for his per-

who was

fidy and rebellion.
It occupies, therefore,
precisely that point of time which is embraced in that part of the Royal Arch de-

gree which represents the destruction of the
Temple; and the carrying of the Jews in
captivity to Babylon. It is, in fact, an exemplification and extension of that part of
the Royal Arch degree.
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Superintendent of tbe Works,
Orand. An officer of the Grand Lodge
of England, who is appointed annually by
the Grand Master. He should be well

His
skilled in geometry and architecture.
duty is to advise with the Board of General
Purposes on all plans of building or ediundertaken by the Grand Lodge, and
furnish plans and estimates for the same
to superintend their construction, and see
that they are conformable to the plans approved by the Grand Master, the Grand
Lodge, and the Board of General Purposes
to suggest improvements, and make an annual report on the condition of all the
fices

Grand Lodge edifices. The office is not
known in the Grand Lodges of this country,
but where there is a temple or hall belonging to a Grand Lodge, the duty of attending to it is referred to a hall committee,
which, when necessary, engages the services
of a professional architect.

The sixth and last deGerman Union of the Twenty-

Superior.
gree of the
two.

Superiors,
known

Unknown.

See

Un-

Superiors.

Super Masonic. Ragon

(

Orth.

Ma-

the high degrees, as being
beyond Ancient Craft Masonry, "Grades
super Ma^onniques."
Supplanting. All the Old Constitutions, without exception, contain a charge
against one Fellow supplanting another in
his work. Thus, for instance, the third
charge in the Harleian MS. says " Alsoe
that noe maister nor fellowe shall subplaat
others of their worke, that is to say, if they
have taken a worke or stand maister of a
Lord's work, y° shall not put him out of it
if he be able of cuninge to end the worke."
From this we derive the modern doctrine
that one Lodge cannot interfere with the
work of another, and that a candidate begon., p. 73,) calls

:

ginning his initiation in a Lodge must finish
it in the same Lod^e.

Supports of the Iiodge. The

sym-

bolism connected with the supports of the
Lodge is one of the earliest and most extensively prevalent in the Order. The old-

:

:
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est Catechism of the last century gives it in
these words
" Q. What supports your Lodge?
"A. Three great Pillars.
" Q. What are their names ?
" A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.
" Q.
doth the Pillar of Wisdom
represent?
" A. The Master in the East.
" Q.
doth the Pillar of Strength
represent ?
A. The Senior Warden in the West.
" Q. Who doth the Pillar of Beauty represent?
"A. The Junior Warden in the South.
" Q.
should the Master represent
the Pillar of Wisdom?
" A. Because he gives instructions to the
Crafts to carry on their work in a proper

Who

Who

Why

manner, with good harmony.

Why

" Q.
should the Senior Warden
represent the Pillar of Strength ?
" A. As the Sun sets to finish the day,
so the Senior Warden stands in the West
to pay the hirelings their wages, which is
the strength and support of all business.
" Q.
should the Junior Warden
represent the Pillar of Beauty ?
" A. Because he stands in the South at
high twelve at noon, which is the beauty
of the day, to call the men off from work to
refreshment, and to see that they come on
again in due time, that the Master may
have pleasure and profit therein.
" Q.
is it said that your Lodge is
supported by these three great Pillars
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty?
"A. Because Wisdom, Strength, and
Beauty is the finisher of all works, and
nothing can be carried on without them.

Why

Why

—

by wisdom, strength, and beauty

because
necessary that there should be wisdom
to contrive, strength to support, and beauty
to adorn all great and important undertakings." He follows the ancient reference of the pillars to the three oflScers, and
adopts Preston's symbolism of the three
orders of architecture, but he very wisely
substitutes the Ionic for the Tuscan. Hemming, in his lectures adopted by the Grand
Lodge of England in 1813, retained the
symbolism of the pillars, but gave a change
Mason's
He said:
in the language.
Lodge is supported by three grand pillars.
They are called Wisdom, Strengtn, and
Beauty. Wisdom to contrive, Strength to
Wisdom
support, and Beauty to adorn.
to direct us in all our undertakings. Strength
to support us in all our difficulties, and
Beauty to adorn the inward man."
The French Masons preserve the same
symbolism. Bazot (Manuel, p. 225,) says
"Three great pillars sustain the Lodge.
The first, the emblem of wisdom, is represented by the Master who sits in the east,
whence light and his commands emanate.
The second, the emblem of strength, ia
represented by the Senior Warden, who
sits in the west, where the workmen are
paid, whose strength and existence are preserved by the wages which they receive.
The third and last pillar is the emblem of
beauty it is represented by the Junior
Warden, who sits in the south, because that
part typifies the middle of the day, whose
beauty is perfect; during this time the
workmen repose from work and it ia thence
that the Junior Warden sees them return
to the Lodge and resume their labors."
;

it is

"A

;

;

The German Masons have also main"Q. Why so. Brother?
tained these three pillars in their various
"A. Because there is Wisdom to con- rituals. Schroder, the author of the most
" The universal
trive. Strength to support, and Beauty to philosophical one, says
:

adorn."
Preston repeats

substantially (but, of
course, with an improvement of the language,) this lecture and he adds to it the
symbolism of the three orders of architecture of which these pillars are said to be
composed. These, he says, are the Tuscan,
;

Done, and Corinthian. The mistake of
enumerating the Tuscan among the ancient
orders was corrected by subsequent ritualPreston also referred tne supports
symbolically to the three Ancient G&and
Masters. This symbolism was afterwards
transferred by Webb from the first to the
ists.

third degree.
Webb, in modifying the lecture of Preston, attributed the supports not to the
Lodge, but to the Institution; an unnecessary alteration, since the Lodge ia but
the tvpe of the Institution. His language
is
"Our Institution is said to be supported
:

Lodge, as well as every particular one, ia
supported by three great invisible columns
Wisdom, Strengtn, and Beauty; for as
every building is planned and fashioned
by Wisdom, owes its durability and solidity
to Strength, and is made symmetrical and
harmonious by Beauty, so ought our spiritual building to be designed by Wisdom,
which gives it the firm foundation of Truth,
on which the Strength of conviction may
build, and self-knowledge complete the

—

and give it permanence and continuance by means of right, justice, and
resolute perseverance; and Beauty will
finally adorn the edifice with all the social
virtues, with brotherly love and union,
with benevolence, kindness, and a comprehensive philanthropy."
structure,

m his work

0»

the Old German
complaining that
the building principles of the old German
Steiglitz,

Architecture,

(i.

239,) after

:
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artists

were

them as
deemed

lost to ua, because, considering
secrets of the brotherhood, they
it unlawful to commit them to

writing, yet thinks that enough may be
found in the old documents of the Fraternity to sustain the conjecture that these
three supports were familiar to the Operative Masons.
He says
"Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty were honored by them as supporting pillars for the
perfect accomplishment of the works and
;

thence they considered them symbolically
as essential pillars for the support of the
Wisdom, which, established on
Lodge.
science, gives invention to the artist, and
the right arrangement and appropriate disposition of the whole and of all its parts;
Strength, which, proceeding from the harmonious balance of all the forces, promotes
the secure erection of the building; and
Beauty, which, manifested in God's creation of the world, adorns the work and

makes

it perfect."
I can hardly doubt, from the early appearance of this symbol of the three sup-

ports, and from its unchanged form in all
countries, that it dates its origin from a
period earlier than the revival in 1717, and
that it may be traced to the Operative Maso.ns

says

of the Middle Ages, where Stieglitz
it

existed.

One

thing is clear, that the symbol is
not found among those of the Gnostics, and
was not familiar to the Biosicrucians and,
therefore, out of the three sources of our
symbolism,
Gnosticism, Eosicrucianism,
and Operative Masonry,
it is most probable that it has been derived from the last.
When the high degrees were fabricated,
and Christianity began to furnish its symbols and doctrine to the new Masonry, the
old Temple of Solomon was by some of
them abandoned, and that other temple
adopted to which Christ had referred when
he said, " Destrpy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up." The old supports
of wisdom, strength, and beauty, which had
sufficed for the Gothic builders, and which
they, borrowing them from the results of
their labors on the cathedrals, had applied
symbolically to their Lodges, were discarded,
and more spiritual supports for a more spiritual temple were to be selected. There had
been a new dispensation, and there was to
be a new temple. The great doctrine of
that new dispensation was to furnish the
supporting pillars for the new temple. In
these high Christianized degrees we therefore no longer find the columns of Wisdom,
Strength, and Beauty, but the spiritual ones
of Faith, Hope, and Charity.
But the form of the symbolism is unThe East, the West, and the
changed.
South are still the spots where we find the
;

—

4W

—
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Thus the
old, pillars.
preserved; for the triangle is the
Masonic symbol of God, who is, after all,
the true support of the Lodge.

new, as we did the
triangle

is

Supreme Autbority.

The supreme

authority in Masonry is that dogmatic power
from whose decisions there is no appeal.
At the head of every Eite there is a supreme authority which controls and directs
the acts of all subordinate bodies of the
In the United States, and in the
Eite.
American Eite which is there practised, it
would, at the first glance, appear that the
supreme authority is divided. That of
symbolic Lodges is vested in Grand Lodges,
of Eoyal Arch Chapters in Grand Chapters, of Eoyal and Select Councils in Grand
Councils, and of Commanderies of Knights
Templars in the Grand Encampment. And
so far as ritualistic questions and matters
of internal arrangement are concerned, the
supreme authority is so divided. But the
supreme authority of Masonry in each
State is actually vested in the Grand Lodge
of that State. It is universally recognized
as Masonic law that a Mason expelled or
suspended by the Grand Lodge, or by a
subordinate Lodge with the approval and
confirmation of the Grand Lodge, thereby
stands expelled or suspended from Royal
Arch, from Cryptic, and from Templar

Masonry.
Nor can he be permitted to
visit any of the bodies in either of these
divisions of the Eite so long as he remains
under the ban of expulsion of the Grand
Lodge. So the status or condition of every

Mason in the jurisdiction is controlled by the
Grand Lodge, from whose action on that
subject there is no appeal. The Masonic
life and death of every member of the Craft,
in every class of the Order,

is

in its hands,

and thus the Grand Lodge becomes the real
supreme authority of the jurisdiction.

Supreme Commander of

tlie
(Supreme Commandeur des Astres.)
A degree said to have been invented at
Geneva in 1779, and found in the collection
of M. A. Viany.
Supreme Consistory. {Supreme

Stars.

The title of some of the
Consistoire.)
highest bodies in the Eite of Mizraim.
In the original construction of the Eite at
Naples the members of the ninetieth degree met in a Supreme Consistory. When
the Bederides took charge of the Eite they
changed the title of the governing body
to Supreme Council.

Supreme Council.

The Supreme

Masonic authority of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Kite is called a Supreme
Council.
Supreme Council claims to
derive the authority for its existence from
the Constitutions of 1786. I have no intention here of entering into the question

A

;

:
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of the authenticity of that document. The
question is open to the historian, and has
been amply discussed, with the natural rfesult of contradictory conclusions.
But he
who accepts the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Eite as genuine Freemasonry, and
owes his obedience as a Mason to its constituted authorities, is compelled to recognize those Constitutions wherever or whenever they may have been enacted as the
fundamental law
the constitutional rule
of his Eite. To their authority all the
Supreme Councils owe their legitimate

—

existence.

Dr. Frederick Dalcho, who, I think, may
very properly be considered as the founder
in the United States, and therefore in the
world, of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite in its present form as the legitimate successor of the Eite of Perfection or
of Herodem, has given in the Oircular
written by him, and published December 4,
1802, by the Supreme Council at Charleston, the following account of the establishment of Supreme Councils.
" On the 1st of May, 1786, the Grand
Constitution of the thirty-third degree,
called the Supreme Council of Sovereign
Grand Inspectors General, was finally ratified by his Majesty the King of Prussia,
who, as Grand Commander of the Order of
Prince of the Eoyal Secret, possessed the
Sovereign Masonic power over all the Craft.
In the new Constitution, this high power
was conferred on a Supreme Council of
nine brethren in each nation, who possess
all the Masonic prerogatives, in their own
district, that his Majesty individually possessed, and are Sovereigns of Masonry."
The law for the establishment of a Supreme Council is found in the following
words in the Latin Constitutions of 1786
" The first degree will be subordinated to
the second, that to the third, and so in
order to the sublime, thirty-third, and last,
which will watch over all the others, will
correct their errors and will govern them,
and whose congregation or convention will
be a dogmatic Supreme Cfrand Council, the
Defender and Conservator of the Order,
which it will govern and administer according to the present Constitutions and those
which may hereafter be enacted."
But the Supreme Council at Charleston
derived its authority and its information
fVom what are called the French Constitutions; and it is in them that we find the
statement that Frederick invested the Supreme Council with the same prerogatives
that he himself possessed, a provision not
contained in the Latin Constitutions. The
twelfth article says " The Supreme Council will exercise all the Masonic sovereign
powers of which his Majesty Frederick II.,
King of Prussia, was possessed."
:

These Constitutions further declare, (Art.
that " every Supreme Council is com-

5,)

posed of nine Inspectors General, five of
whom should profess the Christian religion." Ip the same article it is provided
that " there shall be only one Council of
this degree in each nation or kingdom in
Europe, two in the United States of
America as far removed as possible the
one from the other, one in the English
islands of America, and one likewise in
the IVench islands."
It was in compliance with these Constitutions that the Supreme Council at Charleston, South Carolina, was instituted.
In the

Dalcho gives this
establishment.
On the 31st of May, 1801, the Supreme
Council of the thirty -third degree for the
United States of America was opened, with
the high honors of Masonry, by Brothers
John Mitchell and Frederick Dalcho,
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General; and
in the course of the present year, [1802,]
the whole number of Grand Inspectors
General was completed, agreeably to the
Grand Constitutions."
This was the first Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite ever
formed; from it has emanated either directly or indirectly all the other Councils
which have been since established in
America or Europe and although it now
exercises jurisdiction only over a part of
the United States under the title of the
Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, it claims to
be and is recognized as " the Mother Council of the World."
Under its authority a Supreme Council,
the second in date, was established by Count
de Grasse in the French West Indies, in
1802 a third in France, by the same authority, in 1804; and a fourth in Italy in
1805.
In 1813 the Masqnic jurisdiction
of the United States was divided the Mother
Council establishing at the city of New
York a Supreme Council for the Northern
Jurisdiction, and over the States north of
the Ohio and east of the Mississippi, reserving to itself all the remainder of the
territory of the United States.
The seat
of the Northern Council is now at Boston
and although the ofiices of the Grand
Commander and Secretary-General of the
Southern Council are now in the city of
Circular, already cited,

account of

its

'•

;

;

;

Washington, whenceitsdocuments emanate,
its seat is still

constructively at Charleston.
organization, the Supreme
Councils were limited to nine members in
each. That rule continued to be enforced
in the Mother Council until the year 1859,
when the number was increased to thirty-

On their

three.

made

first

Similar enlargements have been
Supreme Councils

in all the other

;:

SUSPENSION

SUSPENSION

except that of Scotland, which
the original number.

The

still

retains

of the original Supreme
Council at Charleston were a Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander, Most
officers

:

Illustrious Lieutenant Grand Commander,
Illustrious Treasurer-General of the Holy
Empire, Illustrious Secretary-General of
the Holy Empire, Illustrious Grand Master of Ceremonies, and Illustrious Captain

of the Guards.
In 1859, with the change of numbers in
the membership, there was also made a
change in the number and titles of the officers.
These now in the Mother Council,
according to its present Constitution, are
I. Sovereign Grand Commander ; 2. Lieutenant Grand Commander; 3. SecretaryGeneral of the Holy Empire; 4. Grand
Prior; 5. Grand Chancellor; 6. Grand
Minister of State; 7. Treasurer-General
of the Holy Empire; 8. Grand Auditor;
9. Grand Almoner
10. Grand Constable
II. Grand Chamberlain; 12. First Grand
Equerry; 13., Second Grand Equerry; 14.
Grand Standard- Bearer; 15. Grand SwordBearer ; 16. Grand Herald. The SecretaryGeneral is properly the seventh officer, but
by a decree of the Supreme he is made the
third officer in rank "while the office continues to be filled by Bro. Albert G. Mackey,
the present incumbent, who is the Dean of
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erty nor rights of citizens, but only drives

away from the country." So by suspension
the rights and duties of the Mason are not
obliterated, but their exercise only interdicted for the period limited by the sentence, and as soon as this has terminated
he at once resumes his former position in
the Order, and is reinvested with all his
Masonic rights, whether those rights be of
a private or of an official nature.

Thus, if an officer of a Lodge has been
suspended for three months from all the
rights and privileges of Masonry, a suspension of

his official functions

also

takes

But a suspension from the discharge
of the functions of an office is not a deprivation of the office and therefore, as soon
as the three months to which the suspension had been limited have expired, the
place.

;

the Supreme Council."

brother resumes all his rights in the Order
and the Lodge, and with them, of course, the
office which he had held at the time that
the sentence of suspension had been inflicted.
2. Indefinite Suspension.
This is a suspension for a period not determined and
fixed by the sentence, but to continue during the pleasure of the Lodge. In this respect only does it differ from the preceding
punishment. The position of a Mason,
under definite or indefinite suspension, is
precisely the same as to the exercise of all
his rights and privileges, which in both
cases remain in abeyance, and restoration

The officers somewhat vary in other Supreme Councils, but the presiding and re-

in each brings with it a resumption of all
the rights and fiinctions, the exercise of

everywhere a Sovereign

which had been interrupted by the sentence

;

cording

officers are

—

Grand Commander and a Secretary-General of suspension.
Neither definite nor
of the Holy Empire.

Saspension.

a Masonic punishment, which consists of a temporary
deprivation of the rights and privileges of
Masonry. It is of two kinds, definite and
indefinite ; but the effect of the penalty, for
the time that it lasts, is the same in both
kinds.

The mode

This

which restoration

in

effected differs in each.
1.

is

Definite Suspemrion.

— By

is

definite sus-

meant a deprivation of the rights
and privileges of Masonry for a fixed period
of time, which period is always named in
pension

is

the sentence.
By the operation of this
penalty, a Mason is for the time prohibited
from the exercise'of all his Masonic privileges.
His rights are placed in abeyance,
and he can neither visit Lodges, hold Masonic communication, nor receive Masonic
relief, during the period for which he has
been suspended. Yet his Masonic citizenship is not lost.
In this respect suspension
maybe compared to the Roman punishment
of " relegatio," or banishment, which Ovid,

who had endured

it,

describes,

(

11,) with^technical correctness, as

which " takes away neither

life

Tristia, v.

a penalty
nor prop-

indefinite suspension
can be inflicted except after due notification and trial, and then only by a vote of

two-thirds of the members present.
Restoration to Masonic rights differs, as
I have said, in these two kinds.
Restoration from definite suspension may take
place either by a vote of the Lodge abridging the time, when two-thirds of the members must concur, or it will terminate by
the natural expiration of the period fixed
by the sentence, and that without any
vote of the Lodge. Thus, if a member is
suspended for three months, at the end of
the third month his suspension terminates,
and he is ipso facto restored to all his rights

and

privileges.

In the case of indefinite suspension, the
only method of restoration is by a vote of
the Lodge at a regular meeting, two-thirds
of those present concurring.
Lastly, it may be observed that, as the
suspension of a member suspends his prerogatives, it also suspends his dues.
He
cannot be expected, in justice, to pay for
that which he does not receive, and Lodge
dues are simply a compensation made by a
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member for the enjoyment of the privileges
of membership.
The Doke of
Sussex,
of.
Sussex is entitled to a place in Masonic biography, not only because, of all the Grand
Masters on record, he held the oflSce the
longest, the Duke of Leinster, of Ireland,
alone excepted, ^but also because of his devotion to the Institution, and the zeal with
which he cultivated and protected its interests.
Augustus Frederick, ninth child
and sixth son of Greorge III., king of England, was born January 27, 1773. He was
initiated in 1798 at a Lodge in Berlin.
In 1805, the honorary rank of a Past
Grand Master was conferred on him by the
Grand Lodge of England. May 13, 1812,
he was appointed Deputy Grand Master;
and April 13, 1813, the Prince Regent,
afterwards George IV., having declined a
re-election as Grand Master, the Duke of
Sussex was unanimously elected; and in the
same year the two rival Grand Lodges of

Duke

—

—

The Duke was Most
Excellent Zerubbabel of the Grand Chapter, and Grand Superintendent of the Grand
England were

united.

Conclave of Knights Templars. He never,
however, took any interest in the orders of
knighthood, to which, indeed, he appears to
have had some antipathy. During his long
career the Grand Conclave never met but
once. By annual elections, he retained the
office of Grand Master until his death, which
took place April 21, 1843, in the seventyfirst year of his age, having completed a
Masonic administration as head of the English Craft of upwards of thirty years.
During that long period, it was impossible that some errors should not have been
committed. The Grand Master's conduct
in reference to two distinguished Masons,
Drs. Crucefix and Oliver, was by no means
creditable to his reputation for justice or
forbearance. But the general tenor of his
life as an upright man and Mason, and his
great attachment to the Order, tended to
compensate for the few mistakes of his administration.
One who had been most
bitterly opposed to his course in reference
to Brothers Crucefix and Oliver, and had
not been sparing of his condemnation, paid,
after his death, this tribute to his Masonic
virtues and abilities.
" As a Freemason," said the M-eemasons'
Quarterly Beview, (1843, p. 120,) " the Duke

of Sussex was the most accomplished craftsof his day. His knowledge of the
mysteries was, as it were, intuitive; his
reading on the subject was extensive his
correspondence equally so and his desire
to be introduced to any brother from whose
experience he could derive any information
had in it a craving that marked his great
devotion to the Oraer."

man

;

;

On

the occasion of the presentation of an

offering by the Fraternity in 1838, the Duke
gave the following account of his Masonic

which embodies sentiments that are
highly honorable to him.
" My duty as your Grand Ma.ster is to
take care that no political or religions question intrudes itself; and had I thought
that, in presenting this tribute, any political feeling had influenced the brethren, I
can only say that then the Grand Master
would not have been gratified. Our object
is unanimity, and we can find a centre of
life,

unanimity unknown elsewhere. I recollect
twenty-five years ago, at a meeting in many
respects similar to the present, a magnificent jewel (by voluntary votej was presented to the Earl Moira previous to his
journey to India. I had the honor to preside, and I remember the powerful and

which that excellent
the occasion. I am now
sixty-six years of age
I say this without
regret the true Mason ought to think that
the first day of his birth is but a step on
his way to the final dose of life.
When I
tell you that I have completed forty years
there may be older Maof a Masonic life
sons but that is a pretty good specimen of
my attachment to the Order.
" In 1798, I entered Masonry in a Lodge
at Berlin, and there I served several offices,
and as Warden was a represent;itive of the
Lodge in the Grand Lodge of England. I
afterwards was acknowledged and received
with the usual compliment paid to a member of the fioyal Family, by being appointed a Past Grand Warden. I again
went abroad for three years, and on my return joined various Lodges, and upon the
retirement of the Prince Eegent, who became Patron of the Order, I was elected
Grand Master. An epoch of considerable
interest intervened, and I bee-ame charged,
in 1813-14, with a most important mission
the union of the two London societies.
My most excellent brother, the Duke of
Kent, accepted the title of Grand Master
of the Athol Masons, as they were denominated I was the Grand Master of those
called the Prince of Wales's.
In three
months we carried the union of the two
societies, and I had the happiness of presiding over the united Fraternity. This I
consider to have been the happiest event
of my life. It brought all Masons upon
the Level and the Square, and showed the
world at large that the differences of common life did not exist in Masonry, and it
showed to Masons that by a long pull, a
strong pull, and a pull altogether, what
great good might be effected."
Sweden. Freemasonry was introduced
into Sweden in the year 1735, when Count
beautiful

brother

appeal

made on

—

—

—

—

;

—
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Sparre, who had been initiated in Paris,
established a Lodge at Stockholm. Of this
Lodge scarcely anything is known, and it
probably soon fell into decay. In 1738,
King Frederick I. promulgated a decree
which interdicted all Masonic meetings
under the penalty of death. At the end of
seven years the edict was removed, and
Masonry became popular. Lodges were
publicly recognized, and in 1746 the Masons of Stockholm struck a medal on the
occasion of the birth of the Prince Royal,
afterwards Gustavus III.
In 1753, the
Swedish Masons laid the foundation of

Order, and retained the Grand Mastership.
As a singular mark of his esteem for Freemasonry, the King instituted. May 27, 1811,
a new order of knighthood, known as the
Order of Charles XIII., the members of

an orphan asylum at Stockholm, which
was built by the voluntary contributions
of the Fraternity, without any assistance
from the State. In 1762, King Adolphus
Frederick, in a letter to the Grand Master,
declared himself the Protector of the
Swedish Lodges, and expressed his readiness to become the Chief of Freemasonry
in his dominions, and to assist in defraying
the expenses of the Order. In 1765, Lord
Blayney, Grand Master of England, granted
a Deputation to Charles FuUmann, Secretary of the English embassy at Stockholm,
as Provincial Grand Master, with the authority to constitute Lodges in Sweden.
At the same time, Schubarb, a member of
the Rite of Strict Observance, appeared at
Stockholm, and endeavored to establish that
But he had but little success, as
Rite.

the high degrees had been previously introduced from France.
But this admixture of English, French,
and German Masonry occasioned great dissatisfaction, and gave rise, about this time,
to the establishment of an independent system known as the Swedish Rite. In 1770,
the Illuminated Grand Chapter was established, and the Duke of Sudermania appointed the Vicarius Salomonis. In 1780,
the Grand Lodge of Sweden, which for
some years had been in abeyance, was revived, and the same Prince elected Grand
Master. This act gave an independent and
responsible position to Swedish Masonry,
and the progress of the Institution in that
kingdom has been ever since regular and
uninterrupted. On March 22, 1793, Gustavus IV., the king of Sweden, was initiated into Masonry in a Lodge at Stockholm, the Duke of Sudermania, then acting
as Regent of the kingdom, presiding as the
Grand Master of the Order.
In 1799, on the application of the Duke
of Sudermania, a fraternal alliance was
consummated between the Grand Lodges
of England and Sweden, and mutual representatives appointed.
In 1809, the Duke of Sudermania ascended the throne under the title of Charles
XIII. He continued his attachment to the
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which were to be selected from Freemasons
only.
In the Patent of institution the

King declared that, in founding the Order,
his intention " was not only to excite his
subjects to the practice of charity, and to
perpetuate the memory of the devotion of
the Masonic Order to his person while it
was under his protection, but also to give
further proofs of his royal benevolence to
those whom he had so long embraced and
cherished under the .name of Freemasons."
The Order, besides the princes of the royal
family, was to consist of twenty-seven lay,
and three ecclesiastical knights, all of whom
were to hold equal rank.
The Grand Lodge of Sweden practises
the Swedish Rite, and exercises its jurisdiction under the title of the National Grand
Lodge of Sweden and Norway.

Sweden bore. Emanuel Swedenborg,
a distinguished theologian of his age, and
the founder of a sect which still exists,
has been always mythically connected with
Freemasonry. The eagerness is indeed extraordinary with which all Masonic writers, German, French, English, and American, have sought to connect the name and
labors of the Swedish sage with the Masonic institution, and that, too, without the
slightest foundation for such a theory either
in his writings, or in

any credible memo-

of his life.
Findel, {Hist., Lyon's Trans., p. 529,)
speaking of the reforms in Swedish Masonry, says " Most likely Swgdenborg, the
rials

:

mystic and visionary, used his influence in
bringing about the new system
at all
events, he smoothed the way for it." Lenning speaks of the influence of his teachings upon the Swedish system of Freemasonry, although he does not absolutely
claim him as a Mason.
;

Reghellini, in his Esprit du Dogme de la
Franohe-Magonnerie, writes thus : " Swedenborg made many very learned researches on
the subject of the Masonic mysteries. He
thought that their doctrines were of the
highest antiquity, having emanated from
the Egyptians, the Persians, the Magi, the
Jews, and the Greeks. He also became the
head of a new religion in his effort to re-

form that of Rome. For this purpose he
wrote his Celestial Jerusalem, or his Spiritual World * he mingled with his reform,
:

* There

is

no work written by Swedenborg

which bears either of those titles. It is possible
that Eeghellini alludes either to the Arcana
Codestia, published in 1749-1753, or to the De
Nova Mierosolyma, published in 1758.

:
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which were purely Masonic.

In this
Jerusalem the Word formerly communicated by Grod to Moses is found ; this
word is Jehovah, lost on earth, but which
he invites us to find in Great Tartary, a
country still governed, even in our days,
by the patriarchs, by which he means allegorically to say that this people most nearly
approach to the primitive condition of the
ideas

:

celestial

perfection of innocence." The same writer,
in his Maqonnerie consideree comme le resultat
des religiona Egyptienne, Jeuve et Chretienne,
(ii. 454,) repeatedly speaks of Swedenborg
as a Masonic reformer, and sometimes as a
Masonic impostor. Bagon also cites Reghellini in his Orihodoxie Magonnigne, (p.
255,) and recognizes Swedenborg as the
founder of a Masonic system. Thory, in
his Acta Latomorum, cites " the system of
Swedenborg " and in fact all the French
writers on Masonic ritualism appear to have
borrowed their idea of the Swedish theosophist from the statement of Reghellini,
and have not hesitated to rank him among
the principal Masonic teachers of his time.
Oliver is the earliest of the English Masonic writers of eminence who has referred
to Swedenborg. He, too often careless of
the weight of his expressions and facile in
the acceptance of authority, speaks of the
degrees, the system, and the Masonry of
Swedenborg just in the same tone sis he
would of those of Cagliostro, of Hund, or
;

of Tschoudy.

America we have a recent
Samuel Beswick, who is evidently a man of ability and of considerable

And,

lastly, in

writer, Bro.

research.
He has culminated to the zenith
in his assumptions of the Masonic character
of Swedenborg. He published at New York,
in 1870, a volume entitled, The Swedenborg

Rite and the Oreat Masonic Leaders of the
Eighteenth Qentury. In this work, which,
outside of its Swedenborgian fancies, contains much interesting matter, he traces the
Masonic life of Swedenborg from his initiation, the time and place of which he
makes in 1706, in a Scottish Lodge in the
town of Lund, in Sweden, which is a fair
specimen of the value of his historical
statements. But after treating the great
Swede as a Masonic reformer, as the founder
of a Rite, and as evincing during his whole
life a deep interest in Freemasonry, he appears to me to surrender the whole question
in the following closing words of his work
"From the very moment of his initiation, Swedenborg appears to have resolved
never to allude to his membership or to his
knowledge of Freemasonry, either publicly
or privately. He appears to have made up
his mind to keep it a profound secret, and
to regard it as something which had no relation to his public life.

We

"
have searched his Itinerary, which
contains brief references to everything he
saw, heard, and read during his travels, for
something having relation to his Masonic
knowledge, intercourse, correspondence,
visits to Lodges, places, or persons; but
there is a studied silence, a systematic
In his
avoidance of all allusion to it.
theological works, his Memorable JRelations
speak of almost every sect in Christendom,
and of all sorts of organizations, or of ind viduals belonging thereto. But Masonry is an
exception there is a systematic silence in
i

:

relation to it."
It is true that

he

finds in this reticence

of Swedenborg the evidence that he was a
Mason and interested in Masonry, but others
will most probably form a different conclusion.
The fact is that Swedenborg never
was a Freemason. The reputation of being
one, that has been so continuously attributed to him by Masonic writers, is based first
upon the assumptions of Reghellini, whose
statements in his Esprit du Dogme were
never questioned nor their truth investigated, as they should have been, hut were
blindly followed by succeeding writers.

Neither Wilkinson, nor Burk, nor White,
who wrote his biography, the last the
nor anything in his
most exhaustively,
own voluminous writings, lead us to any
such conclusion.
But the second and more important basis
on which the theory of a Swedenborgian
Masonry has been built is the conduct of
some of his own disciples, who, imbued
with his religious views, being Masons,
carried the spirit of the New Jerus.ilem

—

—

doctrines into their Masonic speculations.
There was, it is true, a Masonic Rite or
System of Swedenborg, hut its true history
is this

The two most important

religious

works

of Swedenborg, the Celestial Arcana and
the New Jei-ttsalem, appeared, the former
between the years 1749 and 1753, and the
latter in 1758.
About that period we find
Pernetty working out his schemes of Masonic reform. Pernetty was a theosophist,
a Hermetic philosopher, a disciple, to some
extent, of Jacob BiJhme, that prince of
mystics.
To such a man, the reveries, the
visions, and the spiritual speculations of

Swedenborg were peculiarly iittractive. He
accepted them as an addition to the theosophic views which he already had received.
About the year 1760 he established at Avignon his Rite of the Illuminati, in which
the reveries of both Bohme and Swedenborg were introduced. In 1783 this system
was reformed by the Marquis de Tl'iom^,
another Swedenborgian, and out of that
reform arose what was called the " Rite of
Swedenborg," not because Swedenborg had

;:
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established it, or had anything directly to do
with its establishment, but because it was
based on his peculiar theological views, and

Immediately his interior sight was opened
like mine, and he saw what I did.
'How
now, what do I see ? cried he. I told him
that it was the efiiect of the celestial light,
which discovers the interior quality of everything, and which taught him at that very
moment what faith separated from good
works was. While I was speaking, a wind
blowing from the east destroyed the temple
and the image, dried up the marsh, and
discovered the stone under which the Sacred
Word was concealed. A genial warmth, like
that of the spring, descended from heaven
and in the place of that temple we saw a
tent, the exterior of which was very plain.
I looked into the interior of it, and there I
saw the foundation-stone beneath which the
Sacred Word was concealed, ornamented

because its symbolism was borrowed from
the ideas he had advanced in the highly
symbolical works that he had written.
portion of these degrees, or other degrees
much like them, have been called apocalyptic not because St. John had, any more
than Swedenborg, a connection with them,
but because their system of initiation is
based on the mystical teachings of the
Apocalypse; a work which, not less than
the theories of the Swede, furnishes abundant food for a system of Masonico-religious symbolism. Benedict Chastanier, also
another disciple of Swedenborg, and who
was one of the founders of the Avignon
Society, carried these views into England,
and founded at London a similar Rite,
which afterwards was changed into a purely
religious association under the name of
"The Theosophical Society, instituted for
the purpose of promoting the Heavenly
Doctrines of the New Jerusalem."

A

;

In one of his visions, Swedenborg thu.s
describes a palace in the spiritual world
which he had visited. From passages such
as these which abound in his various treathe theosophic Masons concocted
those degrees which have been called the
Masonry of Swedenborg. To no reader of
the passage annexed can its appropriateness
as the basis of a system of symbolism fail to
be apparent.
" I accordingly entered the temple, which
was magnificent, and in the midst of which
a woman was represented clothed in purple, holding in her right hand a golden
crown piece, and in her left a chain of
pearls.
The statue and the representation
were only fantastic representations/ for these
infernal spirits, by closing the interior degree and opening the exterior only, are
able at the pleasure of their imagination to
represent magnificent objects. Perceiving
that they were illusions, I prayed to the
Lord.
Immediately the interior of ray
spirit was opened, and I saw, instead of the
superb temple, a tottering house, open to
the weather from the top to the bottom.
In the place of the woman-statue, an image
was suspended, having the head of a dragon, the body of a leopard, the feet of a
bear, and the mouth of a lion: in short, it
was the beast rising out of the sea, as described in the Apocalypse xiii. 2.
In the
place of a park, there was a marsh full of
frogs, and I was informed that under this
marsh there was a great hewn stone, beneath which the
was entirely hidden. Afterwards I said to the prelate, who
was the fabricator of these illusions, Is that
your temple?' ' Yes,' replied he, 'it is.'
tises,
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with precious stones, the splendor of which,
diffusing itself over the walls of the temple,
diversified the colors of the paintings, which
represented cherubims. The angels, perceiving me to be filled with admiration,
told me that I should see still greater wonders than these. They were then permitted
to open the third heaven, inhabited by the
celestial angels, who dwell in love.
All on

a sudden tiie splendor of a light of fire
caused the temple to disappear, and left
nothing to be seen but the Lord himself,
standing upon the foundation-stone- the
Lord, who was the Word, such as he showed
Himself. (Apocal.i. 13-16.) Holiness immediately filled all the interior of the spirit
of the angels, upon which they made an
effort to prostrate themselves, but the Lord
shut the passage to the light from the third
heaven, opening the passage to the light of
the second, which caused the temple to reappear, with the tent in the midst."

—

as these might lead one
Swedenborg was familiar
with the system of Masonic ritualism. His
complete reticence upon the subject, however, and the whole tenor of his life, his
studies, and his habits, assure us that such
was not the case; and that if there was
really a borrowing of one from the other,
and not an accidental coincidence, it was
the Freemasons of the high degrees who
borrowed from Swedenborg, and not Swe-

Such passages

to suppose that

denborg from them. And if so, we cannot
deny that he has unwittingly exercised a
powerful influence on Masonry.
Swedenborg, Rite of. The socalled Rite of Swedenborg, the history of
whose foundation has been given in the
preceding article, consists of six degrees
2. Fellow Craft.
3. Master
1. Apprentice.
4. Illuminated Theosophite.
Neophyte.
It is said
6. Red Brother.
5. Blue Brother.
to be still practised by some of the Swedish
Lodges, but is elsewhere extinct. Reghellini, in his Esprit du Dogme, gives it as con-

:
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but he has evidently
with the Rite of Martinisra,

sisting of eight degrees ;

confounded

it

also a tlieasophic Rite, and tlie ritualism of
which also partakes of a Swedenboi'gian
character.

tation for Geneva, in Switzerland, to George
Hamilton, Esq., who, in the same year, established a Provincial Grand Lodge at

Warrants were granted by this
Lodges in and around the
Swedish Rite. The Swedish Rite city of Geneva. Two years afterwards, a
was established about the year 1777, and is Lodge, composed principally of Englishindebted for its existence to the exertions men, was established at Lausanne, under
and influence of King Gustavus III. It the name of " La Parfaite Union des
is a mixture of the pure Rite of York, the
Etrangers." Findel, on the authority of
high degrees of the French, the Teniplarism Mossdorf's edition of Lenning, says that
of the former Strict Observance, and the the Warrant for this Lodge was granted by
system of Rosicrucianism. Zinnendorf also the Duke of Montagu; a statement also
had something to do with the formation of made by Thory. This is an error. The
the Rite, although his authority was sub- Duke of Montagu was Grand Master of the
sequently repudiated by the Swedish Ma- Grand Lodge of England in 1721, and could
sons.
It is a Rite confined exclusively not, therefore, have granted a ^V arrant in
to the kingdom of Sweden, and was really 1739. The Warrant must have been issued
established as a reform or compromise to by the Marquis of Carnarvon, who was
reconcile the conflicting elements of Eng- Grand Master from April, 1738, to May,
lish, German, and French Masonry that
1739. In an old list of the Regular Lodges
about the middle of the last century con- on the registry of England, this Lodge is
vulsed the Masonic atmosphere of Sweden. thus described: "Private Room, Lausanne,
It consists of twelve degrees, as follows
in the Canton of Bern, Switzerland, Feb.
Soon after, this Lodge assumed
I, 2, 3. The three Symbolic degrees, con2, 1739."
stituting the St. John's Lodge.
a superintending authority with the title
"
of Helvetic Roman Directory," and insti4, 5. The Scottish Fellow Craft and the
Scottish Master of St. Andrew.
These tuted many other Lodges in the Pays de
constitute the Scottish Lodge. The fifth Vaud.
degree entitles its members to civil rank in
But in Switzerland, as elsewhere. Masonry
the kingdom.
was at an early period exposed to persecuIn this degree, tion. In 1738, almost immediately after
6. Knight of the East.
which is apocalyptic, the New Jerusalem their institution, the Lodges at Geneva were
and its twelve gates are represented.
suppressed by the magistrates. In 1740, so
7. Knight of the West, or True Templar,
many calumnies had been circulated in the
Master of the Key. The jewel of this de- Swiss Cantons against the Order, that the
gree, which is a triangle with five red Freemasons published an Apoloyy for the
rosettes, refers to the five wounds of the
Order in Der Brachmann, a Zurich journal.
Saviour.
8.

to several

had, however, but little effect, for in
1743 the magistrates of Bern ordered the
closing of all the Lodges. This edict was
not obeyed; and therefore, on March 3,
It

Knight of the South, or Favorite

Brother of St. John.

Geneva.

body

This

is

a Rosicrucian

ceremony of initiation being
derived from that of the Mediaeval Alchedegree, the
mists.
9. Favorite Brother of St. Andrew.
This
degree is evidently derived from the Masonry of the Scottish Rite.
10. Member of the Chapter.
II. Dignitary of the Chapter.
12. Vicar of Solomon.
The first nine degrees are under the obedience of the National Grand Lodge of

Sweden and Norway, and essentially comThe members of the last

pose the Rite.

three are called " Brethren of the Red
Cross," and constitute another Masonic authority, styled the " Illuminated Chapter."
The twelfth degree is simply one of office,
and is only held by the king, who is perpetual Grand Master of the Order. No one
is admitted to the eleventh degree unless he
can show four quarterings of nobility.
Switzerland. In 1737 Lord Darnley,
Grand Master of England, granted a Depu-

1745, another, still more severe, was issued,
by which a penalty of one hundred thalers, and forfeiture of his situation, was to
be inflicted on every officer of the government who should continue his connection with the Freemasons. To this the
Masons replied in a pamphlet entitled Le

FVanC'Magon dans

la Republique, published
simultaneously, in 1746, at Frankfort and
Leipsic. In this work they ably defended
themselves from all the unjust charges that
had been made against them. Notwithstanding that the result of tins defenfce was
that the magistrates pushed their opposition no farther, the Lodges in the Pays de
Vaud remained suspended for nineteen
years.
But in 1764 tlie primitive Lodge at
Lausanne was revived, and the revival was
gradually followed by the other Lodges.
This resumption of labor was, however, but
of brief duration. In 1770 the magistrates
again interdicted the meetings.
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a maintenance of its foreign relations,
by the appointment of a committee invested
with the power of conductiiig its correspondence and of controlling the foreign
zerland.
In 1771 Lodges had been erected Lodges under its obedience.
in Vevay and Zurich, which, working at
In the year 1785 there was a conferfirst according to the French system, soon
ence of the Swiss Lodges at Zurich to take
afterwards adopted the German ritual.
into consideration certain propositions
In 1775 the Lodges of the Pays de Vaud which had been made by the Congress of
were permitted to resume their labors. Paris, held by the Philalethes but the deFormerly, they had worked according to the sire that a similar Congress should be consystem of the Grand Lodge of England, vened at Lausanne met with no favor from
whence they had originally derived their the Directorial Committee. The Grand
Masonry; but this they now abandoned, Orient of France began to exert an influand adopted the Rite of Strict Observance. ence, and many Lodges of Switzerland,
In the same year the high degrees of France among others ten in Geneva, gave their
were introduced into the Lodge at Basle. adhesion to that body. The seven other
Both it and the Lodge at Lausanne now Genevan Lodges which were faithful to the
assumed higher rank, and took the title of English system organized a Grand OriScottish Directories.
ent of Geneva, and in 1789 formed an alliIn 1777 a Congress was held at the city ance with the Grand Lodge of England.
of Basle, in which there were representa- About the same time, the Lodges of the
tives from the Strict Observance Lodges
Pays de Vaud, which had been suppressed
of the Pays de Vaud and the English in 1782 by the government of Bern, reLodge of Zurich. It was then determined sumed their vitality.
that the Masonry of Switzerland should be
But the political disturbances consequent
divided under two distinct authorities the on the French revolution began to exercise
all

this

Greneva, under a

for

more

liberal government,
were uninterrupted in their labors, and extended their operations into German Swit-

;

:

one to be called the German Helvetic Directory, with its seat at Zurich; and the
other to be called the Scottish Helvetic Ro-

man

Directory, whose seat was at Lausanne. This word Roman, or more properly Romansh, is the name of one of the four
languages spoken in Switzerland. It is a
corruption of the Latin, and supposed to
have been the colloquial dialect of a large
part of the Grisons.
Still there were great dissensions in the
Masonry of Switzerland.
clandestine
Lodge had been established in 1777, at
Lausanne, by one Sidrac, whose influence
The Helit was found difficult to check.
vetic Roman Directory found it necessary,
for this purpose, to enter, in 1779, into a
treaty of alliance with the Grand Lodge at
Geneva, and the Lodge of Sidrac was then
at length dissolved and its members dispersed.
In 1778, the Helvetic Roman Directory
published its Constitutions. The Rite it
Eractised was purely philosophic, every
ermetic element having been eliminated.
The appointment of the Masters of Lodges,
who held office for three years, was vested in
the Directory, and, in consequence, men of
ability and learning were chosen, and the
Craft were skilfully governed.
In November, 1782, the Council of Bern
interdicted the meetings of the Lodges and
the exercise of Freemasonry. The Helvetic
Roman Directory, to give an example of
obedience to law, however unjust and oppressive, dissolved its Lodges and discontinued its own meetings. But it provided

A
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In 1792,
Directory suspended
work and its example was followed in 1793
by the Scottish Directory. From 1793 to
1803, Freemasonry was dead in Switzerland, although a few Lodges in Geneva and
a German one in Neuenburg continued a

their influences in the Cantons.

the Helvetic

Roman

;

sickly existence.

In 1803 Masonry revived, with the restoration of a better order in the political
Lodge, Zur Hoffnung or Ilope
world.
Lodge, allusive in its name to the opening
prospect, was established at Bern under a
French Constitution.
With the cession of the Republic of

A

Geneva to France, the Grand
to exist, and all the Lodges

Lodge ceased

were united
with the Grand Orient of France. Several
Lodges, however, in the Pays de Vaud,whose
Constitution had been irregular, united together to form an independent body under
the title of the " Grand National Helvetic
Orient." Peter Maurice Glaire introduced
his modified Scottish Rite of seven degrees,
and was at the age of 87 elected its Grand
Master for life. Glaire was possessed of
§reat abilities, and had been ttie friend of
tanislaus, king of Poland, in whose interests he had performed several important
missions to Russia, Prussia, Austria, and
France. He was much attached to Masonry, and while in Poland had elaborated
on the Scottish system the Rite which he
subsequently bestowed upon the Helvetic
Orient.
It would be tedious and painful to recapitulate all the dissensions and schisms with

:
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which the Masonry of Switzerland con- was considered a knight until the ceremony
tinued for years to be harassed. In 1820 of presenting him the sword had been perthere were nineteen Lodges, which worked formed; and when this weapon was preunder four different obediences, the Scottish sented, it was accompanied with the declaDirectory, the Grand Helvetic Eoman Ori- ration that the person receiving it was
"The lord or
ent, the English Provincial Grand Lodge, thereby made a knight.
and the Grand Orient of France. Besides knight," says St. Palaye, " on the girding
there were two Lodges of the Rite of Miz- on of the sword, pronounced these or simiraim, which had been introduced by the lar words In the name of God, of St. Michael, and St. George, I make thee a
Brothers Bedarride.
The Masons of Switzerland, weary of knight."
these divisions, had been long anxious to
So important an ensign of knighthood
build a firm foundation of Masonic unity, as the sword must have been accompanied
and to obliterate forever this state of iso- with some symbolic meaning, for in the
lation, where Lodges were proximate in Middle Ages symbolism was referred to on
:

locality but widely
sonic relations.

asunder in their Ma-

Many

attempts were made, but the rivalries of petty authorities and the intolerance
of opinion caused them always to be failures.
At length a movement, which was
finally crowned with success, was inaugurated by the Lodge Modestia cum Libertate,
of Zurich. Being about to celebrate the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its existence in
1836, it invited the Swiss Lodges of all
Bites to be present at the festival. There
a proposition for a National Masonic union
was made, which met with a favorable response from all who were present. The reunion at this festival had given so much
satisfaction that similar meetings were held
in 1838 at Bern, in 1810 at Basle, and in
1812 at Locle. The preliminary means for
establishing a Confederacy were discussed
at these various biennial conventions, and
progress slowly but steadily was made towards the accomplishment of that object.
In 1842 the task of preparing a draft of a
Constitution for a United Grand Lodge
was intrusted to Bro. Gysi-Schinz, of Zu-

who so successfully completea it that
gave almost universal satisfaction. Finally, on June 22, 1844, the new Grand Lodge
was inaugurated with the title of the
"Grand Lodge Alpina," and Bro. J. J,
Hottinger was elected the Grand Master.
Masonry has since then been in great acrich,
it

tivity in Switzerland.
The Grand Lodge
administers the government of about thirty
daughter Lodges and nearly two thousand
constituent members with such satisfaction
that uninterrupted peace reigns within its

borders.

Sword. The sword is in chivalry the
ensign or symbol of knighthood. Thus
Monstrelet says " The sons of the kings of
France are knights ^t the font of baptism,
being regarded as the chiefs of knighthood,
and they receive, from the cradle, the
sword which is the sign thereof." St. Palaye calls the sword " the most honorable
badge of chivalry, and a symbol of the labor
the knight was to encounter," No man
:

all occasions.

Francisco Redi, an Italian poet of the
seventeenth century, gives, in his Bacco in
Toscano, an account, from a Latin MS., of
an investiture with knighthood in the year
1260, which describes tlie symbolic meaning of all the insignia used on that occasion.
Of the sword it says " Let him be girded
with the sword as a sign of security against
the devil and the two edges of the blade
signify right and law, that the poor are to
be defended from the rich and the weak
from the strong."
But there is a still better definition of the
symbolism of the sword of knighthood in
an old MS. in the library of the London
College of Arras to the following effect
" Unto a knight, which is the most honorable oflSce above all other, is given a
sword, which is made like unto a crosse for
the redemption of mankynde in signifying
that like as our Lord God died uppon the
crosse for the redemption of mankynde,
even so a knight ought to defend the crosse
and to overcome and destroie the enemies
of the same and it hath two edges in tokening that witii the sword he ought to mayntayne knighthood and justice."
:

;

;

Hence in Masonic Templarism we find
that this symbolism has oeen preserved,
and that the sword with which the modern knight is created is said to be endowed
with the qualities of justice, fortitude, and
mercy.

The charge to a Knight Templar, that he
should never draw his sword unless convinced of the iustice of the cause in which
he is engaged, nor to sheath it until his
enemies were subdued, finds also its origin
in the custom of the Middle Ages. Swords
were generally manufactured with a legend
on the blade. Among the most common
of these legends was that used on swords
madein Spain, many examples of which
are still to be found in modern collections.
That legend is " No me saques sin rason.
No me embaines sin honor; i. e.. Do not
:

draw me wifhout justice.
viithout honor.

Bo

not sheathe

me

:
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So highly was the sword esteemed in the their swords, which are to be left in the
Middle Ages as a part of a knight's equip- Tiler's room.
ment, that special names were given to
Sword and Trowel. See Trowel
those of the most celebrated heroes, which and Sword.
have been transmitted to us in the ballads
Sword Bearer. An officer in a Comand romances of that period. Thus we mandery of Knights Templars. His station
is in the \yest, on the right of the Standard
have among the warriors of Scandinavia,
Foot-breaath,theswordofThoralfSkolinson Bearer, and when the knights are in line,
"
on the right of the second division. His
Quern-biter,
King Hako,
"
duty is to receive all orders and signals
Balmung,
Siegfried,
"
from the Eminent Commander, and see
Angurvardal,
Frithiof.
To the first two, Longfellow alludes in them promptly obeyed. He is, also, to asthe following lines

in the protection of the banners of the
His jewel is a triangle and cross
swords.
suborBearer, Grand.
dinate officer, who is found in most Grand
Lodges. Anderson says, in the second edition of the Constitutions, (p. 127,) that in
1731 the Duke of Norfolk, being then Grand
Master, presented to the Grand Lodge of
England " the old trusty sword of Gustavus
Adolphus, king of Sweden, that was worn
next by his successor in war the brave Bernard, Duke of Saxe- Weimar, with both
their names on the blade, which the Grand
sist

order.

" Quern-biter of

Hakom

the Good,

Wherewith

at a stroke he hewed
The millstone through and through.
And Foot-breaath of Thoralf the Strong,
Were neither so broad nor so long
Nor so true."

And among

the knights of chivalry

we

have
Durandal,
Balisardo,

the sword of Orlando,
"
Kuggiero,
"
the Old,

Colado
Aroun-dight,

"
Lancelot du Sac,
"
Joyeuse,
Charlemagne,
"
Excalibar,
King Arthur.
Of the last of these, the well-known legend is, that it was found imbedded in a
stone as its sheath, on which was an inscription that it could be drawn only by
him who was the rightflil heir to the throne
of Britain. After two hundred and one of
the strongest knights had assayed in vain,
it was at once drawn forth by Arthur, who
was then proclaimed king by acclamation.
On his death-bed, he ordered it to be thrown
into a neighboring lake but as it fell, an
arm issued from the waters, and, seizing it
by the hilt, waved it thrice, and then it
sank never again to appear. There are
many other famous swords in these old
romances, for the knight invariably gave to
his sword, as he did to his horse, a name
exj)ressive of its qualities or of the deeds
which he expected to accomplish with it.
In Masonry, the use of the sword as a
part of the Masonic clothing is confined to
the high degrees and the degrees of chivalry, when, of course, it is worn as a part
of the insignia of knighthood.
In the
symbolic degrees its appearance in the
Lodge, except as a symbol, is strictly pro;

hibited.

The Masonic prints engraved in
when the sword, at least as

the last century,

late as 1780, constituted a part of the dress
of every gentleman, show that it was discarded by the members when they entered
the Lodge. The official swords of the Tiler
and the Pursuivant or Sword-Bearer are the
only exceptions. This rule is carried so
far, that military men, when visiting a
Lodge, are required to divest themselves of

A

Sword

Master had ordered Brother George Moody
(the king's sword cutler) to adorn richly
with the arms of Norfolk in silver on the
scabbard, in order to be the Grand Master's
sword of state in future." At the following
feast, Bro. Moody was appointed Sword
Bearer and the office has ever since existed,
and is to be found in almost all the Grand
Lodges of this country. Anderson further
;

says that, previous to this donation, the
Grand Lodge had no sword of state, but
used one belonging to a private Lodge. It
was borne before the Grand Master by the
Master of the Lodge to which it belonged,
as appears from the account of the procession in 1730.
The Grand Sword Bearer should be appointed by the Grand Master, and it is his
duty to carry the sword of state immediately in front of that officer in all processions
of the Grand Lodge. In Grand Lodges
which have not provided for a Grar.d
Sword Bearer, the duties of the office are
usually performed by the Grand Pursuivant.

Sword of State. Among the

ancient
public occasions, a lictor
carried a bundle of rods, sometimes witli
an axe inserted among them, before the
consul or other magistrate as a token of his
authority and his power to punish criminals. Hence, most probably, arose the custom in the Middle Ages of carrying a
naked sword before kings or chief magisThus at the election of the Empetrates.
ror of Germany, the Elector of Saxony, as
Arch-Marshal of the Empire, carried a naked
sword before the newly-elected Emperor.

Romans, on

all

SWORD

SYMBOL

find the same practice prevailing in
l^ngland as early certainly as the reign of
Henry III., at whose coronation, in 1236, a
sword was carried by the Earl of Chester.
It was named Curtana, and, being without
a point, was said to be emblematic of the
spirit of mercy that should actuate a sovereign. This sword is known as the " Sword
of State," and the practice prevailing to the
present day, it has always been borne in
England in public processions before all
chief magistrates, from the monarch of the
realm to the mayor of a city. The custom
was adopted by the Masons and we learn
from Anderson that, from the time of the
revival, a sword of state, the property of a
private Lodge, was borne by the Master of
that Lodge before the Grand Master, until
the Grand Lodge acquired one by the liberality of the Duke of Norfolk, which has
ever since been borne by the Grand Sword

Kennet tells us [Paroch. Antiq.) that in the
commencement of the expedition of Wil-

rso

We

;

Bearer.

liam of Normandy into England, Robert
de Oiley and Roger de Iverio, "fratres
jurati, et per fidem et sacramentum confederati, venerunt ad conquestum Angliro,"
i. e., they came to (he conquest of England,
as sworn brothers, bound by their faith and an
oath. Consequently, when William allotted
them an estate as the reward of their military service, they divided it into equal portions, each taking one.
Syllable. To pronounce the syllables,
or only one of the syllables, of a Sacred
Word, such as a name of God, was among
the Orientalists considered far more reverent than to give to it in all its syllables a
Thus the
full and continuous utterance.
Hebrews reduced the holy name Jehovah
to the syllable Jah; and the Brahmans,
taking the initial letters of the three words
which expressed the three attributes of the

Sword Pointing to the STaked Supreme Brahma, as Creator, Preserver,
Heart. Webb says that "the sword and Destroyer, made, of it the syllable
pointing to the naked heart demonstrates AUM, which, on account of its awiul and
meaning, they hesitated to pronounce aloud. To divide a word into sylone but its adoption was probably suggested lables, and thus to interrupt the sound,
by the old ceremony, both in English and either by pausing or by the alternate proin continental Lodges, and which is still nunciation by two persons, was deemed a
preserved in some places, in which the can- mark of reverence.
didate found himself surrounded by swords
Symbol. A symbol is defined to be a
pointing at his heart, to indicate that pun- visible sign with which a spiritual feeling,
ishment would duly follow his violation of emotion, or idea is connected. It was in
his obligations.
this' sense that the early Christians gave
Sword, Templar's. According to the name of symbols to all rites, ceremothe regulations of the Grand Encampment nies, and outward forms which bore a reliof the United States, the sword to be worn gious meaning; such, for instance, as the
by Knights Templars must have a helmet cross, and other pictures and images, and
head or pommel, a cross handle, and a even the sacraments and the sacramental
metal scabbard. The length from the top elements. At a still earlier period, the
of the hilt to the end of the scabbard must Egyptians communicated the knowledge of
be from thirty-four to forty inches.
their esoteric philosophy in mystic symbols.
Sword, Tiler's. In modern times In fact, man's earliest instruction was by
the implement used by the Tiler means of symbols. " The first learning of
is a sword of the ordinary form.
the world," says Stukely, "consisted chiefly
This is incorrect. Formerly, and of symbols. The wisdom of the Chaldeans,
indeed up to a comparatively recent Phoenicians, Egyptians, Jews, of Zoroaster,
period, the Tiler's sword was wavy Sanchoniathon, Pherecydes, Syrus, Pythagin shape, and so made in allusion oras, Socrates, Plato, of all the ancients that
to the " flaming sword which was is come to our hand, is symbolic."
And the
placed at tlie east of the garden learned Faber remarks that " allegory and
of Eden, which turned every way personification were peculiarly agreeable to
to keep the way of the tree of life." the genius of antiquity, and the simplicity
It was, of course, without a scab- of truth was continually sacrificed at the
bard, because the Tiler's' sword shrine of poetical decoration."
should ever be drawn and ready
The word " symbol " is derived from a
for the defence of his post.
Greek verb which signifies "to compare
_
Sworn Brothers. {Fratres jurati.) one thing with another; " and hence a symIt was the custom in the Middle Ages for bol or emblem, for the two words are often
soldiers, and especially knights, when going used synonymously in Masonrv, is the exinto battle, to engage each otlier by recip- pression of an idea which is derived from
rocal oaths to share the rewards of victory the comparison or contrast of some object
and to defend each other in the fight. Thus with a moral conception or attribute. Thus
that justice will, sooner or later, overtake
us."
The symbol is, [ think, a modern
;

'

sacred

SYMBOL
plumb

SYMBOL

is a symbol of rectitude
the
of equality ; the beehive, of industry.
The physical qualities of the plumb are
compared or contrasted with the moral conception of virtue or rectitude of conduct.
The plumb becomes to the Mason, after he
has once been taught its symbolic meaning, forever afterwards the visible expression of the idea of rectitude, or uprightness of conduct. To study and compare
these visible objects
to elicit from them
the moral ideas which they are intended to
express
is to make one's self acquainted
with the symbolism of Masonry.
The objective character of a symbol,
which presents something material to the
sight and touch, as explanatory of an internal idea, is best calculated to be grasped
by the infant mind, whether the infancy of
that mind be considered nationally or individually.
And hence, in the first ages of
the world, in its infancy, all propositions,

the

;

level,

—

—

theological, political, or scientific, were exEressed in the form of symbols. Thus the
rst religions were eminently symbolical, because, as that great philosophical historian,
Grote, has remarked, "At a time when language Was yet in its infancy, visible symbols were the most vivid means of acting
upon the minds of ignorant hearers."

To

man

of mature intellect, each
alphabet is the symbol of a
certain sound.
When we instruct the child
in the form and value of these letters, we
make the picture of some familiar object
the representation of the letter which aids
Thus, when the
the infantile memory.
teacher says, " A was an Archer," the
Archer becomes a symbol of the letter A,
just as in after-life the letter becomes the
symbol of a sound.
" Symbolical representations of things
sacred," says Dr. Barlow, {Essays on Symbolism, I., p. 1,) " were coeval with religion
itself as a system of doctrine appealing to
the

letter of the

sense, and have accompanied its transmission to ourselves from the earliest known
period of monumental history.
" Egyptian tombs and stiles exhibit religious symbols still in use among Christians.
Similar forms, with corresponding meanings, though under different names, are
found among the Indians, and are seen on
the monuments of the Assyrians, the Etruscans, and the Greeks.
" The Hebrews borrowed much of their
early religious symbolism from the Egyptians, their later from the Babylonians, and

through them this symbolical imagery, both
verbal and objective, has descended to ourselves.

"

The Egyptian

priests were great proin symbolism, and so were the
Chaldeans, and so were Moses and the

ficients
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Prophets, and the Jewish doctors generally,
so were many of the early fathers
of the Church, especially the Greek fa-

— and
thers.

" Philo of Alexandria was very learned
and the Evangelist St. John
has made much use of it.
"The early Christian architects, sculptors, and painters drank deep of symbolical lore, and reproduced it in their works."
Squier gives in his Serpent Symbolism
in America (p. 19) a similar view of the antiquity and the subsequent growth of the
use of symbols. He says: "In the absence
of a written language or forms of expression capable of conveying abstract ideas,
we can readily comprehend the necessity,
among a primitive people, of a symbolic
system. That symbolism in a great degree
resulted from this necessity is very obvious;
and that, associated with man's primitive
religious systems, it was afterwards continued, when in the advanced stage of the
human mind the previous necessity no
longer existed, is equally undoubted. It
thus came to constitute a kind of sacred
language, and became invested with an
esoteric significance understood only by the
few."
In Freemasonry, all the instructions in
its mysteries are communicated in the form
of symbols.
Founded, as a speculative
science, on an operative art, it has taken
the working-tools of the profession which
it spiritualizes, the terms of architecture,
the Temple of Solomon, and everything
that is connected with its traditional history, and adopting them as symbols, it
teaches its great moral and philosophical
lessons by this system of symbolism.
But
its symbols are not confined to material
objects as were the hieroglyphics of the
Egyptians.
Its myths and legends are
also, for the most part, symbolic.
Often
a legend, unauthenticated by history, distorted by anachronisms, and possibly absurd in its pretensions if viewed historically or as a narrative of actual occurrences, when interpreted as a symbol, is
found to impress the mind with some great
spiritual and philosophical truth.
The
legends of Masonry are parables, and a
parable is only a spoken symbol. By its
utterance, says Adam Clarke, "spiritual
things are better understood, and make a
deeper impression on the attentive mind."
in symbolism,

Symbol, Compound.

In

my work

on the Symbolism of Freemasonry, I have
ventured to give this name to a species of
symbol that is not unusual in Freemasonry,
where the symbol is to be taken in a double
sense,

meaning in

its

general application

one thing, and then in a special application
another.

An

example of this

is

seen in the

"

SYMBOLIC

SYMBOLIC
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symbolism of Solomon's Temple, where, in Masonry, the "golden legend" of the
a general sense, the Temple is viewed as a Order, to be found in the Master's degree,
symbol of that spiritaal temple formed by and which is, itself, a symbol of the most
the aggregation of the whole Order, and in abstruse and solemn signification. But
which each Mason is considered as a stone; even in this instance, interesting as are the
and, in an individual or special sense, the details of the legend, they are only suborsame Temple is considered as a type of that dinate to the symbol. Hiram the Builder
spiritual temple which each Mason is di- is the profound symbol of manhood laborrected to erect in his heart.
ing for immortality, and all the different

Symbolic Degrees. The first three
degrees of Free Masonry, namely, those of
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
Master Mason, are known, by way of distinction, as the " symbolic degrees."
This
term is never applied to the degrees of
Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master,
and the Royal Arch, which, as being conferred in a body called a Chapter, are generally designated as " capitular degrees ;
nor to those of Royal and Select Master,
which, conferred in a Council, are, by an excellent modern usage, styled " cryptic degrees," from the crypt or vault which plays
so important a part in their ritual.
But

the term "symbolic" is exclusively confined to the degrees conferred in a Lodge
of the three primitive degrees, which Lodge,
therefore, whether opened on the first, the
second, or the third degree, is always referred to as a "symbolic Lodge."
As this
distinctive terra is of constant and universal use, it may be considered not altogether
useless to inquire into its origin and signification.

The germ and nucleus of all Freemasonis to be found in the three primitive degrees,
the Apprentice, the Fellow Craft,
and the Master Mason. They were at one

ry

—

time (under a modification, however, which
included the Royal Arch) the only degrees
known to or practised by the Craft, and
hence they are often called " Ancient Craft
Masonry," to distinguish them from those
comparatively modern additions which constitute what are designated as the " high
degrees," or, by the French, " les hautes
grades." The striking peculiarity of these
primitive degrees is that their prominent
mode of instruction is by symbols. Not
that they are without legends.
On the
contrary, they have each an abundance of
legends such, for instance, as the details
of the building of the Temple; of the payment of wages in the middle chamber, or
of the construction of the pillars of the
porch. But these legends do not perform
any very important part in the constitution
of the degree. The lessons which are communicated to the candidate in these primitive degrees are conveyed, principally,
through the medium of symbols, while there
is (at least in the working of the degrees)
but little traditional or legendary teaching,
with the exception of the great legend of
;

points of the legend are simply clustered
it, only to throw out the symbol in
bolder relief. The legend is of itself inert

around

—

it is

the symbol of the Master

that gives

it life

Workman

and true meaning.

Symbolism is, therefore, the prevailing
characteristic of these primitive degrees;
and it is because all the science and pliilosophy and religion of Ancient Craft Masonis thus concealed from the profane but
unfolded to the initiates in symbols, that
the first three degrees which comprise it are
said to be symbolic.
Now, nothing of this kind is to be found
in the degrees above and beyond the third,
if we except the Royal Arch, which, however, as I have already intimated, was originally a part of Ancient Craft Masonry, and
was unnaturally torn from the Master's degree, of which it, as every Masonic student
knows, constituted the complement and
consummation. Take, for example, the intermediate degrees of the American Chapter, such, for instance, as the Mark and
Most Excellent Master. Here we find the
symbolic feature ceasing to predominate,
and the traditional or legendary taking its

ry

It is true that in these capitular degrees the use of symbols is not altogether
abandoned. This could not well be, for the
symbol constitutes the very essence of Free-

place.

masonry. The symbolic element is still to
be discovered in these degrees, but only in
a position subordinate to legendary instruction.
As an illustration, let us consider the
keystone in the Mark Master's degree.
Now, no one will deny that this is strictly
speaking a symbol, and a very important
and beautiful one, too. It is a symbol of a
fraternal covenant between those who are
engaged in the common search after divine
But, in the r6le which it plays in
truth.
the ritual of this degree, the symbol, "however beautiful and appropriate it may be,
is in a manner lost sight of, and the keystone derives almost all its importance and
interest from the traditional history of its
construction, its architectural design, and
its fate.
It is as the subject of a legend,
and not as a symbol, that it attracts attention.
Now, in the third or Master's degree
we find the trowel, which is a symbol of
almost precisely the same import as the
keystone. They both refer to a Masonic
covenant But no legend, uo tradition, no

:

SYMBOLIC

SYNDICATION

is connected with the trowel.
It
presents itself simply and exclusively as a
symbol. Hence we learn that symbols do
not in the capitular, aa in the primitive, degrees of Masonry strike the eye, and inform
the mind, and teach the heart, in every
part of the Lodge, and in every part
of the ceremonial initiation. On the contrary, the capitular degrees are almost altogether founded on and composed of a
series of events in Masonic history.
Each
of them has attached to it some tradition
or legend which it is the design of the degree to illustrate, and the memory of which
is preserved in its ceremonies and instructions.
That most of these legends are
themselves of symbolic signification is not
denied. But this is their interior sense.
In their outward and ostensible meaning,
they appear before us simply as legends.
To retain these legends in the memory of
Masons appears to have been the primary
design in the establishment of the higher
degrees, and as the information intended to
be communicated in these degrees is of a
historical character, there can of course be
but little room for symbols or for symbolic
instruction, the profuse use of which would
rather tend to an injury than to a benefit,
by complicating the purposes of the ritual
and confusing the mind of the aspirant.
The celebrated French writer, Ragon,
objects to this exclusive application of the
term " symbolic " to the first three degrees as
a sort of unfavorable criticism on the higher
degrees, and as if implying that the latter
are entirely devoid of the element of symbolism.
But he has mistaken the true import and meaning of the application. It is
not because the higher or capitular and
cryptic degrees are altogether without sym-that the
bols
for such is not the case

Symbolic Lrodge. A Lodge of Master
Masons, with the Fellow Craft and Apprentice Lodge worked under its Constitution, is called a Symbolic Lodge, because in
it the Symbolic degrees are conferred.
See

history,

—

—

term symbolic is withheld from them, but
because symbolic instruction does not constitute their predominating characteristic,
does of the first three degrees.
hence the Masonry taught in these
three primitive degrees is very properly
called Symbolic Masonry, and the Lodge in
which this Masonry is taught is known as
a Symbolic Lodge.
as

it

And

Symbolic liCCtures. The

lectures

appropriated to the first, second, and third
degrees are sometimes called Symbolic lectures but the term is more properly applied
to any lecture which treats of the meaning
of Masonic symbols, in contradistinction to
one which discusses only the history of the
Order, and which would, therefore, be
But the Engcalled a Historical Lecture.
lish Masons have a lecture called ''the
symbolical lecture," in which is explained
the forms, symbols, and ornaments of Royal
;

Arch Masonry,
monies.

as well aa its rites

and

cere-
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Symbolic Degrees.

Symbolic Macbinery.

Machinery

a term employed in epic and dramatic
poetry to denote some agency introduced
by the poet to serve some purpose or accomplish some event. Faber, in treating of the
Apocalypse, speaks of " a patriarchal scheme
of symbolical machinery derived most
plainly from the events of the deluge, and
borrowed, with the usual perverse misapplication, by the contrivers of paganism, but
which has since been reclaimed by Christianity to its proper use." Dr. Oliver thinks
that this " scheme of symbolical machinery "
was " the primitive Freemasonry, veiled in
allegory and illustrated by symbols." Without adopting this questionable hypothesis,
it must be admitted that Freemasonry, in
the scenic representations sometimes used
is

in its initiations, has, like the epic poets,
and dramatists, and the old hierophants,

availed itself of the use of symbolic
chinery.

ma-

Symbolic Masonry. The Masonry
that is concerned with the first three deThis is the technigrees in all the Rites.
cal meaning.
But in a more general sense,
Symbolic Masonry is that Masonry, wherever it may be found, whether in the primary or in the high degrees, in which the
lessons are communicated by symbols. See
Symbolic Degrees.

Symbolism, tbe Science of. The
science which is engaged in the investigation of the meaning of sjrmbols, and the
application of their interpretation to moral,
religious, and philosophical instruction.
In this sense. Freemasonry is essentially a
science of symbolism. The English lectures define Freemasonry to be " a science
of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols." The definition would
be more correct were it in these words
Freemasonry is a system of morality developed and inculcated by the science of symbolism.

Symbol

of Glory. In the old lectures of the last century, the Blazing Star
was called " the glory in the centre ; " because it was placed in the centre of the
floor-cloth or tracing-board, and represented
hieroglyphically the glorious name of God.
Hence Dr. Oliver has given to one of his
most interesting works, which treats of the
symbolism of the Blazing Star, the title of
The Symbol of Olory.

Syndication of Lodges. A term
used in France, in 1773, by the Schismatic
Grand Orient during its contests with the
Grand Lodge, to denote the fusion of sev-

SYNOD

TABERNACLE

Lodges into one. The word was never
introduced into English Masonry, and has
become obsolete in France.
Synod of Scotland. In 1757, the
Associate Synod of Seceders of Scotland
adopted an act, concerning what they called
" the Mason oath," in which it is declared,
that all persons who shall refuse to make
such revelations as the Kirk Sessions may
require, and to promise to abstain from all
future connection with the Order, " shall be
reputed under scandal, and incapable of admission to sealing ordinances." In consequence of this act, passed more than a century ago, the sect of Seceders, of which
there are a few in this country, continue to
be at the present day inveterate enemies of
the Masonic institution.
Syria.. A country of Asia Minor lying
on the western shores of the Mediterranean.
To the Freemason, it is associated with the
legendary history of his Order in several

Holy Land, p. 216,) that " the Order
of Freemasonry is not in a condition satisfactory to the members thereof, nor creditable to the great cause in which the Fraternity are engaged."
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interesting points, especially in reference
to Mount Lebanon, from whose forests was
derived the timber for the construction of
the Temple. The modern Templar will
view it as the scene of the contests waged
during the Crusades by the Christian kniglits
with tneir Saracen adversaries. In modern
Syria, Freemasonry has been slow to find a
home. The only Lodges existing in the
country are at the city of Beyrout, which
contains two
Palestine Ijodge, No. 415,
which was instituted by the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, March 4, 1861, and the Lodge

—

Le Liban, by the Grand Orient of France,
January 4, 1869. Morris says, [Freemasonry

in the

System. Lenning defines a system of
Freemasonry to be the doctrine of Freemasonry as exhibited in the Lodge government and Lodge work or ritual. Tne defiis not, I think, satisfactory.
In
Freemasonry, a system is a plan or scheme
of doctrines intended to develop a particular view as to the origin, the aesign, and

nition

the character of the Institution. The word
often used as synonymous with Rite, but
the two words do not always express the
same meaning.
system is not always developed into aEite, or the same system may
give birth to two or more different Rites. Dr.
Oliver established a system founded on the
literal acceptance of almost all the legendary traditions, but he never invented a
Rite. Ramsay and Hund both held the
same system as to the Templar origin of
Masonry; but the Rite of Ramsay and the
Rite of Strict Observance are very different.
The system of Schroder and that of
the Grand Lodge of England do not essentially vary, but there is no similarity
between the York Rite and the Rite of
Schrbder. Whoever in Masonry sets forth
a connected series of doctrines peculiar to
himself invents a system.
He may or
he may not afterwards fabricate a Rite.
But the Rite would be only a consequence, and not a necessary one, of the
svstem.
is

A

T.
Tabernacle. Many Masonic students veils was derived from the latter, but in a
have greatly erred in the way in which they form by no means similar to the original
have referred to the Sinaitic tabernacle, as disposition. It is therefore necessary that
if it were represented by the tabernacle
some notice should be taken of the real
said in the legends to have been erected by tabernacle, that we may be enabled to know
Zerubbabel at Jerusalem at the time of the how far the Masonic is connected with the
building of the second Temple. The belief Sinaitic edifice.
that the tabernacle of Zerubbabel was an
The word tabernacle means a tent. It is
exact representation of that erected by the diminutive of tabema, and was used by
Moses, arose from the numerous allusions the Romans to denote a soldier's tent. It
to it in the writings of Oliver, but in this was constructed of planks and covered with
country principally from the teachings of skins, and its oiitward appearance presented
Webb and Cross. It is, however, true, that the precise form of the Jewish tabernacle.
although the symbols of the ark, the golden The Je\ys called it sometimes mukcan,
candlestick, the altar of incense, and some which, like the Latin tabema, meant a
others were taken, not from the tabernacle,
but from the Temple, the symbolism of the

dwelling-place, but more commonly ohel,
which meantj like tdbernaculum, a tent, In

TABERNACLE
shape it resembled a tent, and
have derived
its form from
the tents used
by the patriarchs during
their

is

TABERNACLE
supposed to colors

nomad-

ic life.

There are
three tabernacles

mentioned

in Scripture
history
the Anti-Sinaitie,

—

the Sinaitic,

and the Davidic.
1. The Anti-Sinaitic tabernacle was the
tent used, perhaps from the beginning of
the exodus, for the transaction of business,
and was situated at some distance from the
camp. It was used only provisionally, and
was superseded by the tabernacle proper.
This was con2. The Sinaitic tabernacle.
structed by Aholiab and Bezaleel under the
immediate direction of Moses. The costliness and splendor of this edifice exceeded,
says Kitto, in proportion to the means of
the people who constructed it, the magnificence of any cathedral of the present day.
It was situated in the very centre of the
camp, with its door or entrance facing the

and was placed towards the western
part of an enclosure or outward court, which
east,

was one hundred and fifty feet long and
wide, and surrounded by canvas

fifty feet

and a half feet high, so as to
prevent any one on the outside from overlooking the court.
The tabernacle itself was, according to
Josephus, forty-five feet long by fifteen
wide ; its greater length being Trorn east to
west.
The sides were fifteen feet high, and
there was a sloping roof. There was no
aperture or place of entrance except at the
eastern end, which was covered by curtains.
Internally, the tabernacle was divided into
two apartments by a richly decorated curtain.
The one at the western end was fifteen feet long, making, therefore, a perfect
cube. This was the Holy of Holies, into
which no one entered, not even the high
priest, except on extraordinary occasions.
In it was placed the Ark of the Covenant,
against the western wall. The Holy of
Holies was separated from the Sanctuary
by a curtain embroidered with figures of
cherubim, and supported by four golden
The Sanctuary, or eastern apartpillars.
ment, was in the form of a double cube, being fifteen feet high, fifteen feet wide, and
thirty feet long. In it were placed the table
of shewbread on the northern side, the
golden candlestick on the southern, and
the altar of incense between them. The
tabernacle thus constructed was decorated
with rich curtains. These were of four
50
4Y
screens seven
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white or fine-twined linen, blue,
purple, and red.
They were so suspended
as to cover the sides and top of the tabernacle, not being distributed as veils separating
it into apartments, as in the Masonic tabernacle.
Josephus, in describing the symbolic signification of the tabernacle, says
that it was an imitation of the system of
the world; the Holy of Holies, into which
not even the priests were admitted, was as
it were a heaven peculiar to God; but

the Sanctuary, where the people were allowed to assemble for worship, represented
the sea and land on which men live. But
the symbolism of the tabernacle was far
more complex than anything that Josephus has said upon the subject would lead
us to suppose. Its connection would, however, lead us to an inquiry into the religious
life of the ancient Hebrews, and into an
investigation of the question how much
Moses was, in the appointment of ceremonies, influenced by his previous Egyptian
life;
topics whose consideration would
throw no light on the subject of the Masonic symbolism of the tabernacle.
3. The Davidic tabernacle in time took
the place of that which had been constructed by Moses. The old or Sinaitic tabernacle accompanied the Israelites in all their
wanderings, and was their old temple until
David obtained possession of Jerusalem.
From that time it remained at Gibeon, and
we have no account of its removal thence.
But when David removed the ark to Jerusalem, he erected a tabernacle for its reception.
Here the priests performed their
daily service, until Solomon erected the
Temple, when the ark was deposited in the
Holy of Holies, and the Davidic tabernacle
put away as a relic. At the subsequent
destruction of the Temple it was most probably burned. From the time of Solomon we
altogether lose sight of the Sinaitic tabernacle, which perhaps became a victim to carelessness and the corroding influence of time.
The three tabernacles just described
are the only ones mentioned in Scripture
or in Josephus. Masonic tradition, however, enumerates a fourth,
the tabernacle
erected by Zerubbabel on his arrival at Jerusalem with his countrymen, who had

—

been restored from captivity by Cyrus for
the purpose of rebuilding the Temple.
Ezra tells us that on their arrival they
built the altar of burnt-offerings and offered
This would not, however, nesacrifice.
cessitate the building of a house, because
the altar of sacrifices had always been
erected in the open court, both of the old
tabernacle and Temple. Yet as the priests
and Levites were there, and it is said that
the religious ordinances of Moses were observed, it is not unlikely that some sort of

;

TABERNACLE

TABLE

temporary shelter was erected for the performance of divine worship. But of the
form and character of such a huilding we
have no account.
A Masonic legend has, however, for sym-

viewed, and there its symbolic meaning
presents, as in all other Masonic myths, a
fund of useful instruction. For an interpretation of that symbolism, see Veils, Symbolism of the.
In some Chapters a part of the furniture is called the tabernacle; in other
words, a piece of frame-work is erected inside of the room, and is called the tabernaThis is incorrect. According to the
cle.
ritual, the whole Chapter room represents
the tabernacle, and the veils should be suspended from wall to wall. Indeed, I have
reasons for believing that this interior tabernacle is an innovation of little more, than
twenty j'ears' standing. The oldest Chapter rooms that I have seen are constructed
on the correct principle.
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bolical purposes, supplied the deficiency.
This legend is, however, peculiar to the

American modification of the Royal Arch
In the English system a Royal
Arch Chapter represents the " ancient
Sanhedrim," where Zerubbabel, Haggai,
In the
and Joshua administer the law.
American system a Chapter is said to represent " the tabernacle erected by our ancient
degree.

brethren near the ruins of

King Solomon's

Temple."

Of the erection of this tabernacle, I have
said that there is no historical evidence.
simply a
is
myth, but a myth

It

constructed, of
course, for a sympurpose.
bolical

In

its

legendary

description,

it

bears no resemwhatsoblance
ever, except in the
colors of its curtains or veils, to
the Sinaitic taberIn the latnacle.
ter the Holy of
Holies was in the
western extremity, in the former it is in the
eastern ; in that was contained the Ark of the
Covenant with the overshadowing cherubim and the Shekinah ; in this there are no
such articles ; in that the most holy was inaccessible to all persons, even to the priests
in this it is the seat of the three presiding
officers, and is readily accessible by proper
means. In that the curtains were attached
to the sides of the tent in this they are
suspended across, dividing it into four
apartments. The Masonic tabernacle used
in the American Royal Arch degree is not,
therefore, a representation of the ancient
tabernacle erected by Moses in the wilderness, but must be supposed to be simply a
temporary construction for purposes of
shelter, of consultation and of worship.
It
was, in the strictest sense of the word, a
tabernacle, a tent. As a myth, with no historical foundation, it would be valueless,
were it not that it is used, and was undoubtedly fabricated, for the purpose of developing a symbolism. And this symbolism is
;

found in

its

veils.

There

is

no harm

in

calling it a tabernacle any more than there
is in calling it a sanhedrim, provided we
do not fall into the error of supposing that
either was actually its character. As a
myth, and only as a myth, must it be

Tabernacle, €Iiief of the.

See

Chief oj the Tabernacle.

Tabernacle, Prince of tbe.

See

Prince of the Tabernacle.
Table LiOdge. After the labors of
the Lodge have been completed, Masons
frequently meet at tables to enjoy a re^iast
in common.
In England and America,
this repast is generafiy called a banquet,
and the Lodge is said to be, during its continuance, at refreshment. The Master, of
course, presides, assisted by the Wardens,
and it is considered most proper that no
profanes should be present. But with these
exceptions, there are no rules specially
laid down for the government of Masonic
banquets. It will be seen, by an inspection
of the article Refreshmejtt in this work, that
during the last century, and even at the
commencement of the present, refreshments
in English Lodges were taken during the sessions of the Lodge and in the Lodge-room,
and then, of course, rigid rules were in existence for the government of the Fraternity,
and for the regulation of the forms in which

the refreshments should be partaken. But
this system has long grown obsolete, and
the Masonic banquets of the present day
differ very little from those of other societies, except, perhaps, in a more strict observance of the rules of order, and in the
exclusion of all non-Masonic visitors.
But French Masons have prescribed a
very formal system of rules for what they
call a "Loge de Table," or Table Lodge.
The room in which the banquet takes place
is as much protected by its insulation from
observation as the Lodge-room itself. Table Lodges are always held in the Apprentice's degree, and none but Masons are permitted to be present. Even the attendants
are taken from the class known as "Serving Brethren," that is to say, waiters who
have received the first degree for the special
purpose of entitling them to be present on

sucn occasions.

:

TABLE

TACITURNITY

The table is in the form of a horseshoe
or elongated semi-t-it-h *

signs some striking reasons for the reference.
But this symbolism, although very
beautiful, is evidently very modern.
The Table Lodge is then closed with the
fraternal kiss, which is passed from the

circle.
sits

WM.

The Master

at the head,

the Senior Warden at the northextremity,
west
and the Junior

Master around the

table, and with the
usual forms.
One of the most curious things about
these Table Lodges is the vocabulifty used.
The instant that the Lodge is opened, a
change takes place in the names of things,

Warden

at
the*
south-west.
The*
Deacons or equiv*
alent oflBcers sit

between the two
The
Wardens.

and no person

•

are •
placed around the,
exterior margin of
the table, facing*
and
each other
the void space be- •
tween the sides is
Deacous
occupied by the
sw:
j.w;
serving brethren
or attendants. It is probable that the form
of the table was really adopted at first from
motives of convenience. But M. Hermitte
{Bull. O. 0., 1869, p. 83,) assigns for it a
symbolism. He says that as the entire circle represents the year, or the complete
revolution of the earth around the sun, the
semicircle represents the half of that revolution, or a period of six months, and
therefore refers to each the two solstitial
points of summer and winter, or the two
great festivals of the Order in June and
December, when the most important Table

brethren

;

Lodges are held.
The Table Lodge is formally opened with
an invocation to the Grand Architect.
During the banquet, seven toasts are
given. These are called " santfis d'obligaThey are drunk
tion," or obligatory toasts.
with certain ceremonies, which are prescribed by the ritual, and from which no
departure is permitted. These toasts are
1. The health of the Sovereign or Chief
Magistrate of the State. 2. That of the
Grand Master and the Supreme power of
the Grand Orient or the
That of the Master of
the Lodge; this is offered by the Senior
Warden. 4. That of the two Wardens.
6. That
5. That of the Visiting Brethren.
of the other officers of the Lodge, and the
new initiates or affiliates if there be any.
7. That of all Masons wheresoever spread
over the face of the globe. See Toasts.
the Order, that

is,

Grand Lodge.

3.

Bagon

{Twill.
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Oen., p. 17,) refers

these

seven toasts of obligation to the seven libations made by the ancients in their banqiiets
in honor of the seven planets, the Sun,
Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, and
Saturn, and the seven days of the week
which are named after them; and he as-

is permitted to call a plate
opiate, or a knife a hnife, or anything else
by the appellation by which it is known in
ordinary conversation. Such a custom formerly prevailed in England, if we may
judge from a passage in Dr. Oliver's Revelations of a Square, where an instance is
given of its use in 1780, when the French
vocabulary was employed. I am inclined
to believe, from the same authority, that
the custom was introduced into England

from France by Capt. George Smith, the
author of the Use and Abuse <tf Freemasonry,
who was initiated in a continental Lodge.
The vocabulary of the Table Lodge as
used at French Masonic banquets is as follows:
Table-cloth

TACTICS

TALISMAN

last century it is said that
" the three particular points that pertain to
a Mason are Fraternity, Fidelity, and Taciturnity," and that they "represent Love,

the Middle Ages from the Gnostics. Of
the Gnostic talismans none were more frequent than those which were inscribed with
divine names. Of these the most common
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chisms of the

Relief,

sons."

and Truth among
The symbol is now

all

Right Ma-

obsolete.

Tactics. The importance that has in
the last few years been given to the military element in the Order of Masonic
Knights Templars has made it necessary
that special Manuals should be prepared
for the instruction of Knights in the elementary principles of military movements.
The most popular works of this kind are
1. Knights Templars^ Tactics and Drill for
the vse of Oommanderies, and the Burial Service of the Orders of Masonic Knighthood.
Prepared by Sir Orrin Welsh, Past Grand
Commander, ^aie of New York; 2. Knights
Templars' Tacticsand Drill,withthe Working,
Text, and Burial Service of the Orders of
Knighthood, as adopted by the Grand Commandery of the Stale of Michigan. By Ellery
Irving Garfield, E. G. O. G. Grand Commandery of Michigan /and 3. Tactics for
Knights Templars, and Appendant Orders.
Prepared by E. Sir Knight George Wingate
Chase, of Massachusetts.
These works contain the necessary instructions in the
"school of the knight," or the proper
method of marching, halting, saluting,
handling the sword, etc., and the " school
of the commandery," or directions for
properly performing the evolutions on a
public parade. Books of this kind have
now become as necessary and as common
to the Knight Templar as Monitors are to
the Master Mason.
Talisman. From the Hebrew tselem
and the Chaldaic tsalma, an image or idol.
talisman signifies an implement or instrument, either of wood, or metal, or some
precious stone, oreven parchment, of various
forms, such as a triangle, a cross, a circle,
and sometimes a human head or human
figure, generally inscribed with characters
and constructed with mystical rites and ceremonies.
The talisman thus constructed
was supposed by the ancients, and even
in the Middle Ages, to be invested with
supernatural powers and a capacity for protecting its wearer or possessor from evil influences, and for securing to him good fortune and success in his undertakings.
The word amulet, from the Latin verb
amolior, to baffle or do away with, though
sometimes confounded with the talisman,
has a less general signification. For while
the talisman served both to procure good
and to avert evil, the powers of the amulet
were entirely of a protective nature. Frequently, however, the two words are indifferently used.
The use of talismans was introduced in

A

were

lAO and SABAO,

although we find

also the Tetragrammaton, and Elohim,
Elohi, Adonai, and other Hebrew appellaSometimes the talistions of the deity.

man contained, not one of the names of
God, but that of some mystical person,
some mystical

or the expression of

idea.

Thus, on some of the Gnostic talisnianic
gems, we find the names of the three mythical kings of Cologne, or the sacred AbraxThe orthodox Christians of the early
as.
days of the church were necessarily influenced, by the popular belief in talismans, to
adopt many of them although, of course,
they sought to divest them of their magical
signification, and to use them simply as sym;

bols.
Hence we find among these Christians the Constantinian monogram, comand P, or the vesica
posed of the letters
piscis, as a symbol of Christ, and the image
of a little fish as a token of Christian recognition, and the anchor as a mark of Christian hope.
Many of the symbols and symbolic expressions which were in use by the alchemists, the astrologers, and by the Rosicrucians, are to be traced to the Gnostic talismans. The talisman was, it is true, con-

X

verted from an instrument of incantation
into a symbol but the symbol was accompanied with a mystical signification which
gave it a sacred character.
It has been said that in the Gnostic talismans the most important element was
some one or more of the sacred names of
God, derived either from the Hebrews, the
Arabians, or from their own absiruse philosophy sometimes even in the same talisman from all these sources combined. Thus
there is a Gnostic talisman, said by Mr.
King to be still current in Germany as an
amulet against plague. It consists of a silver
plate, on which are inscribed various names
of God surrounding a magic square, whose
figures computed every way make the number 34.
;

;

TALISMAN

TALMUD

In this Gnostic talisman, we will observe
the presence not only of sacred names, but
also of mystical.
And it is to the influence
of these talismanic forms, developed in the
symbols of the secret societies of the Middle Ages, and even in the arcliitectural decorations of the builders of the same period,
such as the triangle, the pentalpba, the
double triangle, etc., that we are to attribute the prevalence of sacred names and
sacred numbers in the symbolic system of

represent the male generative principle, and
the square held by the female, the female
productive principle. The subsequent interpretation given to the combined square
and compass was the transmutation from
the hermetic talisman to the Masonic sym-
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bol.

Talmud.
doctrine.

Hebrew,

nin'^n, signifying

The Jews say that Moses

received

on Mount Sinai not only the written law
which is contained iu the Pentateuch, but
Freemasonry.
an oral law, which was first communicated
We do not need a better instance of this by him to Aaron, then by them to the sevtransmutation of Gnostic talismans into enty elders, and finally by these to the peoMasonic symbols, by a gradual transmis- ple, and thus transmitted, by memory, from
sion through alchemy, Rosicrucianism, and generation to generation. This oral law
mediaeval architecture, than a plate to be was never committed to writing until about
found in the Azoth PhUosophorum of Basil the beginning of the third century, when
Valentine, the Hermetic philosopher, who Rabbi Jehuda the Holy, finding that there
flourished in the seventeenth century.
was a possibility of its being lost, from the
decrease of students of the law, collected all
the traditionary laws into one book, which
is called the Mishna, a word signifying
repetition, because it is, as it were, a repetition of the written law.
The Mishna was at once received with
great veneration, and many wise men
among the Jews devoted themselves to its
study.
Towards the end of the fourth centuryi,
these opinions were collected into a book
of commentaries, called the Oemara, by the
school at Tiberias. This work has been
falsely attributed to Rabbi Jochanan
but
he died in 279, a hundred years before its
composition. The Mishna and its commentary, the Gemara, are, in their collected
form, called the Talmud.
The Jews in Chaldea, not being satisfied
with the interpretations in this work, composed others, which were collected together
;

This plate, which is hermetic in its debut is full of Masonic symbolism,
represents a winged globe inscribed with a
triangle within a square, and on it reposes a
dragon. On the latter stands a human figure of two hands and two heads, surrounded
by the sun, the moon, and five stars representing the seven planets. One of the
heads is that of a male, the other of a female. The hand attached to the male part
of the figure holds a compass, that to the
female, a square. The square and compass
thus distributed seem to me to indicate that
originally a phallic meaning was attached
to these symbols as there was to the point
within the circle, which in this plate also
appears in the centre of the globe. The
compass held by the male figure would
sign,

by Rabbi Ashe into another Gemara. The
former work has since been known as the
Jerusalem Talmud, and that of R. Ashe as
the Babylonian Talmud, from the places in
which they were respectively compiled.
In both works the Mishna or law is the
same ; it is only the Gemara or commentary that

is different.

The Jewish

scholars place so high a
value on the Talmud as to compare the
Bible to water, the Mishna 'to wine, and the
Gemara to spiced wine ; or the first to salt,
the second to pepper, and third to spices.
For a long time after its composition it
seemed to absorb all the powers of the
Jewish intellect, and the labors of Hebrew
writers were confined to treatises and speculations on Talmudical opinions.
The Mishna is divided into six divisions
called Sederim, whose subjects are 1. The
productions of the earth 2. Festivals 3.
The rights and duties of women 4. Damages and injuries; 5. Sacrifices; 6. Purifi:

;

;

;

TAMARISK

TATNAI

cations.
Each of these Sederim is again
divided into Masdcoth, or treatises, of which
there are altogether sixty-three.
The Oemara, which differs in the Jerusalem and Babylonian redactions, consists of
commentaries on these Maancoth, ortreatises.
Of the Talmud, Lightfoot has said that
the matters it contains " do everywhere

Tarsel. In the earliest catechisms of
the eighteenth century, it is said that the
furniture of a Lodge consists of a " Mosaic
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abound with trifles in that manner, as
though they had no mind to be read with
obscurities and difficulties, as though they
had no mind to be understood so that the
reader has need of patience all along to enable him to bear both trifling in sense and
;

;

roughness in expression." Stehelin concurs
in a similar opinion; but Steinschneider, as
learned a Hebraist as either, has expressed
a more favorable judgment.
Although the Talmud does indeed contain many passages whose conceits are puerile, it is, nevertheless, extremely serviceable as an elaborate compendium of Jewish
customs, and has therefore been much used
in the criticism of the Old and New Testaments. It furnishes also many curious illustrations of the Masonic system ; and
several of the traditions and legends, especially of the higher degrees, are either found
in or corroborated by the Talmud. The
treatise entitled Middoth, for instance, gives
us the best description extant of the Temple
of Solomon.
Tamarisk. The sacred tree of the
Osirian
Ulrica,

mysteries,

which

classically

called

the

see.

Tanneliill, Wllkins. Born in Tennessee, in 1787.
was one of the founders,
in 1813, of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee,
and was for seven years Grand Master of
that body. He was also a contributor to
the literature of Masonry, having published
in 1846 a Master Mason's Manual; which

He

was, however, little more than a compilation from the preceding labors of Preston
and Webb. In 1847, he commenced the
publication of a Masonic periodical under

the title of the Portfolio. This was a work
of considerable merit, but he was compelled
to discontinue it in 1850, in consequence
of an attack of amaurosis. One who knew
him well, has paid this just tribute to his
character: ''Simple in feeling as a child,
with a heart warm and tender to the infirmities of his brethren, generous even to
a fault, he passed through the temptations
and trying scenes of an eventful life without a soil upon the purity of his garments."
He died June 2, 1858, aged seventy-one
years.

Tapis.

The name given

in

German

Lodges to the carpet or floor-cloth on
which formerly the emblems of Masonry
were drawn in chalk. It is also sometimes
called the Teppich.

Pavement, Blazing Star, and Indented
Tarsel." In more modern catechisms, the
expression is "indented tessel," which is
incorrectly defined to mean a " tessellated
border." Indented Tarsel is evidently a corruption of indented tassel; for a definition
of which see Tessellated Border.

We

meet with this
Tarsel-Board.
expression in some of the old catechisms as
a corruption of Trestle-Board.
Tarstaatlia. Used in the degree of
Knight of the East in the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Kite, according to the
modern ritual of the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States, for Tirshatha, and applied to the presiding officer of a Council
of Princes of Jerusalem. See Tirshatha.
Tassels. In the English and French
tracing-boards of the first degree, there are
four tassels, one at each angle, which are attached to a cord that surrounds a tracingboard, and which constitutes the true tessellated border. These four cords are described as
referring to the four principal points, the
guttural, pectoral, manual, and pedal, and
through them to the four cardinal virtues,
temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice.

See

Tessellated Border.

Tasting and Smelling. Of

the
hearing, seeing, and feeling
only are deemed essential to Masons. Tasting and smelling are therefore not referred
to in the ritual, except as making up the
sacred number five. Preston says: "Smelling and Tasting are inseparably connected ;
and it is by the unnatural kind of life which
men commonly lead in society that these
senses are rendered less fit to perform their
natural duties."
five

senses,

Tatnal and Shethar-Boznal.
Tatuai was a Persian satrap of the province
west of the Euphrates in the time of Darius and Zerubbabel Shethar-Boznai was
an officer under his command. The two
united with the Apharsachites in trying to
obstruct the building of the second Temple,
and in writing a letter to Darius, of which
a copy is preserved in Ezra, (ch. v.) In
this letter they reported that " the house
of thegreat God" in Judea wasbeingbuilded
with great stones, and that the work was
foing on fast, on the alleged authority of a
ecree from Cyrus.
They requested that
search might be made in the rolls' court
whether such a decree was ever given, and
asked for the king's pleasure in the matter.
The decree was found at Ecbatana, and a
letter was sent to Tatnai and ShetharBoznai from Darius, ordering them no
more to obstruct, but, on the contrary, to
aid the elders of the Jews in rebuilding
;

'

;

TAU

TEARS
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the Temple by supplying them both with the " Gallicum tau," or the tau of the anmoney and with beasts, cum, sait, wine, cient Gauls, was among the Druids a sym-

and

Shethar-Boznai,
oil for the sacriiices.
after the receipt of this decree, offered no
Their
further obstruction to the Jews.

names have been hence introduced
some of the high degrees in Masonry.

into

Tan. The last letter of the Hebrew
alphabet is called taxi, and it has the power
of the Roman T. In its present form n,
in the square character now in use, it has
no resemblance to a cross but in the ancient Hebrew alphabet, its figure X, or -|-,
was that of a cross. Hence, when it is
said, in the vision of Ezekiel, (ix. 4,) "Go
through the midst of the city, and set a
mark (in the original, in> '*">) upon the
foreheads of the men that sigh and that
cry for all the abominations that be done
which mark was to
in the midst thereof,"
distinguish them as persons to be saved, on
account of their sorrow for sin, from those
who, as idolaters, were to be slain, the evident allusion is to a cross. The form of
this cross was X or +, a form familiar to
the people of that day. But as the Greek
letter tau subsequently assumed the form
which is still preserved in the Eoraan T,
the tau or tau cross was made also to assume the same form so that the mark tau is
now universally recognized in this form, T.
This tau, tau croes, or tau mark, was of very
universal use as a sacred symbol among the
ancients. From the passage of Ezekiel just
cited, it is evident that the Hebrews recognized it as a sign of salvation according to
the Talmudists, the symbol was much older
than the time of Ezekiel, for they say that
when Moses anointed Aaron as the high
priest, he marked his forehead with this
Speaking of the use of the tau cross
sign.
in the Old Testament, Didron says ( Christ.
Iconog., p. 370,) that "it saved the youthful Isaac from death, redeemed from destruction an entire people whose houses
were marked with that symbol, healed the
envenomed bites of those who looked at
the serpent raised in the form of a tau
upon a pole, and called back the soul
into the dead body of the son of that
poor widow who had given bread to the
prophet."
Hence, in Christian iconography, the
tau cross, or cross of the Old Testament, is
called the anticipatory cross, because it anticipated the four-limbed cross of the passion, and the typical cross because it was
its type.
It is also called the cross of St.
Anthony, because on it that saint is supposed to have suffered martyrdom.
Maurice, in his Indian Antiquities, refers
to it the tUuk, or mark worn by the devotees of Brahma.
Davies, in his Celtic Researches, says that
;

—

—

;

;

'

bol of their supreme god, or Jupiter.
Among the Egyptians, the tau, with an
oval ring or handle, became the crux ansata, and wa.s used by them as the constant symbol of life.
Dr. Clarke says
(Travels, v. 311,) that the tau cross was
a monogram of Thoth, "the symbolical or
mystical name of hidden wisdom among
the ancient Egyptians."
Dupuy, in his History of the Templars,
says that the tau was a Templar emblem.
Von Hammer, who lets no opportunity of
maligning the Order escape him, adduces
this as a proof of the idolatrous tendencies
of the Knights. He explains the tau, which,
he says, was inscribed on the forehead of
the Baphomet or Templar idol, as a figure
of the phallus; whence he comes to the conclusion that the Knights Templars were
addicted to the obscene worship of that
symbol. It is, however, entirely doubtful,
notwithstanding the authority of Dupuy,
whether the tau was a symbol of the Templars.
But if it was, its origin is rather to
be looked for in the supposed Hebrew idea
as a symbol of preservation.
It is in this sense, as a symbol of salvation from death and of eternal life, that it
has been adopted into the Masonic system,
and presents itself, especially under its triple combination, as a badge of Royal Arch
Masonry. See Triple Tau.
cross of three limbs,
Cross.
so called because it presents the figure of
the Greek letter T. Bee Tau.

A

Tan

Team. Royal Arch Masons apply this
word rather inelegantly to designate the
three candidates upon whom the degree is
conferred at the same time. The phrase
I think, exclusively confined to this
country.
Tears. In the Master's degree in some
of the continental Rites, and in all the high
degrees where the legend of the
degree and the ceremony of re|!
ception are intended to express /
grief, the hangings of the Lodge
|
are black strewn with tears. The (I
figures representing tears are in
the form depicted in the annexed
is,

\|

cut. The symbolism is borrowed
from the science of heraldry,
where these figures are called
guttes, and are defined to be
" drops of anything that is by nature liquid
or liquefied by art."
The heralds have

six of these charges, viz., yellow, or drops
of liquid gold ; white, or drops of liquid
silver ; red, or drops of blood ; blue, or
drops of tears black, or drops of pitch
and green, or drops of oil. In funeral
hatchments, a black velvet cloth, sprinkled
;
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with these "drops of tears," is placed in
front of the house of a decea»ed uobleinan
and thrown over his hier but there, as in
Masonry, the guUes dt larmes, or drops of
tears, are not painted blue, but white.
;

Tempelorden
reiiordem.

The

or

Teiupeltaer-

title

in Grermau of the

Order of Knights Templars.

Temperauce.

One of the four cardinal virtues, the practice of which is inculcated in the first degree. The Mason
who properly appreciates the secrets which
he has solemnly promised never to reveal,
will not, by yielding to the unrestrained
call of appetite, permit reason and judgment to lose their seats, and subject himself, by the indulsrence in habits of excess,
to discover that which should be concealed,
and thus merit and receive the scorn and
detestation of his brethren. And lest any
brother should forget the danger to which
he is exposed in the unguarded hours of
dissipation, the virtue of temperance is
wisely impressed upon his memory, by its
reference to one of the most solemn portions of the ceremony of initiation. Some
Masons, very properly condemning the vice
of intemperance and abhorring its effects,
have been unwisely led to confound temperance with total abstinence in a Masonic
application, and resolutions have sometimes been proposed in Grand Lodges
which declare the use of stimulating liquors
in any quantity a Masonic offence.
But
the law of Masonry authorizes no such

Holy Land during the Crusades, and was
Knights Templars, was
advanced by the Chevalier Ramsay,

instituted by the
first

for the purpose, it is supposed, of giving
an aristocratic character to the association.
It was subsequently adopted by the College
of Clermont, and was accepted by the
Baron von Hund as the basis upon which
he erected his Rite of Strict Observance.
The legend of the Clermont College is
thus detailed by M. Berage in his work
entitled Les Plus Secrets Mystares des Havis
"The Order of Masonry
Grades, (iii. 194.)
was instituted, by Godfrey de Bouillon, in
Palestine in 1330, after the defeat of the
Christian armies, and was communicated
only to a few of the French Masons, sometime afterwards, as a reward i'or the services
which they had rendered to the English
and Scottish Knights. From these latter
true Masonry is derived. Their Mother
Lodge is situated on the mountain of Heredom, where the first Lodge in Europe was

held,

which

exists in all its splendor.
is always held there,
the seat of the Sovereign Grand
still

The Council General
and it
Master

is

for the time being.
This mountain
situated between the west and the north
of Scotland, sixty miles from Edinburgh.
"There are other secrets in Masonry which
is

were never known among the French, and
which have no relation to the Apprentice,
Fellow Craft, and Master
degrees which
were constructed for the general class
of Masons. The high degrees, which deregulation.
It leaves to every man the veloped the true design of Masonry and
indulgence of his own tastes within due its true secrets, have never been known to
limits, and demands not abstinence, but them.
" The Saracens having obtained possession
only moderation and temperance, in anything not actually wrong.
of the holy places in Palestine, where all
the mysteries of the Order were practised,
Templar. See Knight Templar.
Templarius. The Latin title of a made use of them for the most prolane purKnight Templar. Constantly used in the poses. The Christians then leagued toMiddle Ages.
gether to conquer this beautiful country,
Templar liand. The Order of and to drive these barbarians from the land.
Knights Templars was dissolved in Eng- They succeeded in ohtaining a footing on
land, by an act of Parliament, in the seven- these shores under the protection of the
teenth year of the reign of Edward II., and numerous armies of Crusaders which had
their possessions transferred to the Order been sent there by the Christian princes.
of St. John of Jerusalem, or Knights Hos- The losses which they subsequently expepitallers.
Subsequently, in the thirty- rienced put an end to the Christian power,
second year of the reign of Henry VIII., and the Crusaders who remained were subtheir possessions were transferred to the jected to the persecutions of the Saracens,
king. One of the privileges possessed by who massacred all who publicly proclaimed
the Engli-sh Templars was that their lands the Christian faith. This induced Godfrey
should be free of tithes; and these privi- de Bouillon, towards the end of the third
adhere to these lands, so that a
being what is termed " Templar
land," is still exempt from the imposition
of tithes, if it is occupied by the owner;
an exemption which ceases when the farm
is worked under a lease.
leges

still

farm

Templar Origin of Masonry.
The theory

that

Masonry originated

in the

—

century, to conceal the mysteries of religion
under the veil of figures, emblems, and
allegories.

" Hence the Christians selected the Temple of Solomon because it has so close a
relation to the Christian Church, of which
its holiness and its magnificence make it
the true symbol. So the Christians con-

';

;
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«ealed the mystery of the building up of
the Church under that of the construction
of the Temple, and gave themselves the
name of Masons, Architects or Builders,
because they were occupied in building the
faith.
They assembled under the pretext
of making plans of architecture to practise
the rites of their religion, with all the emblems and allegories that Masonry could
furnish, and thus protect themselves from
the cruelty of the Saracens.
"As the mysteries of Masonry were in
their principles, and still are only those of
ihe Christian religion, they were extremely
scrupulous to confide this important secret
only to those whose discretion had been

one body, under the title of the " Convent
General of the United Eeligious and
Military Orders of the Temple and of St.
John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and
Malta." The following is a summary of
the statutes by which the new Order is to
be governed, as given by Sir Knight W. J.
B. McLeod Moore, Grand Prior, in his
circular to the Preceptors of Canada.
"1. The existing Grand Masters in the
Empire are to be termed Great Priors, and
Grand Conclaves or Encampments, Great
Priories, under and subordinate to one
Grand Master, as in the early days of the
Order, and one Supreme Governing Body,

tried,

and who had been found worthy. For

purpose they fabricated degrees as a
whom they wished to confide it, and they gave them at first only the
symbolic secret of Hiram, on which all the
mystery of Blue Masonry is founded, and
which is, in fact, the only secret of that
Order which has no relation to true Masonry.
They, explained nothing else to
them as they were afraid of being betrayed,
and they conferred these degrees as a proper means of recognizing each other, surrounded as they were by barbarians. To
succeed more effectually in this, they made
use of different signs and words for each
degree, so as not only to di^inguish themselves from the profane Saracens, but to designate the different degrees. These they
this

test of those to

number of seven, in imitation
of the Grand Architect, who built the Universe in six days and rested on the seventh
and also because Solomon was seven years
in constructing the Temple, which they had
selected as the figurative basis of Masonry.
Under the name of Hiram they gave a
false application to the Masters, and developed the true secret of Masonry only to
the higher degrees."
Such is the theory of the Templar origin
of Masonry, which, mythical as it is, and
wholly unsupported by the authority of
history, has exercised a vast influence in
the fabrication of high degrees and the invention of continental Rites. Indeed, of
all the systems propounded during the
eighteenth century, so fertile in the construction of extravagant systems, none has
played so important a part as this in the
history of Masonry. Although the theory
is no longer maintained, its effects are
everywhere seen and felt.
fixed at the

Templars of England. An important change in the organization of Templarism in England and Ireland took place
in 1873.
By it a union took place of the
Grand Conclave of Masonic Knights Templars of England and the Grand Conclave
of High Knights Templars of Ireland into
4Z
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the Convent General.
"2. The term Great is adopted instead
of Grand, the latter being a French word
and grand in English is not grand in
French. Great is the proper translation
of Magnus and Magnus Supremus.'
" 3. The Great Priories of each nationality
England, Scotland, and Ireland,
with their dependencies in the Colonies
'

'

'

—

—

retain their internal government and legislation, and appoint their Provincial Priors,
doing nothing inconsistent with the supreme statutes of the Convent General.

" 4. The title Masonic is not continued
the Order being purely Christian, none but
Christians can be admitted; consequently
it cannot be considered strictly as a Masonic body: Masonry, while inculcating
the highest reverence for the Supreme Being, and the doctrine of the immortality
of the soul, does not teach a belief in one
particular creed, or unbelief in any. The
connection with Masonry is, however,
strengthened still more, as a candidate
inust now be two years a Master Mason, in
addition to his qualification as a Royal

Arch Mason.
"6. The titles Eminent 'Commander'
and 'Encampment' have been discontinued, and the original name Preceptor
and 'Preceptory' substituted, as also the
titles 'Constable' and 'Marshal' for 'First'
Encampment is
and Second Captains.'
a modern term, adopted probably when, as
'

'

'

'

our traditions inform us, at the suppression of the ancient Military Order of the
Temple, some of their number sought refuge and held conclaves in the Masonic Society, being independent small bodies,
Prior ' is
without any governing head.'
the correct and original title for the head
of a langue or nationality, and 'Preceptor'
The Precepfor the subordinate bodies.
tories were the ancient 'Houses' of the
'

'

Templar Order; 'Commander' and 'Commanderies was the title used by the Order
'

of St. John, commonly known as Knights
of Malta.
" 6. The title by which the Order is now

:

:
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is that of 'The United Religious
and Military Orders of the Temple and of
St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes,
and Malta.' The Order of the Temple
originally had no connection with that of
Malta or Order of St. Jolin but the com-

but reflection will at once show that, as an
emblem of care and toil, it is entirely inappropriate to a Military Order, whose
badge is the sword. A proposition to confine the wearing of the star to the Preceptors was negatived the star and ribbon
being in fact as much a part of the ritual
as of the insignia of the Order.
" 13. From the number of instances of
persons totally unfitted having obtained
admission into the Order, the qualification
of candidates has been increased. A declaration is now required, to be signed by
every candidate, that he is of the full age
of twenty-one years, and in addition to
being a Royal Arch Mason, that he is a
Master Mason of two vears' standing, professing the doctrines of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, and willing to submit to
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known

;

bined

appears to have been adopted in
commemoration of the union which took
place in Scotland with 'The Temple and
Hospital of St. John,' when their lands
were in common, at the time of the Reformation. But our Order of 'St. John of
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta,'
has no connection with the present Knights
of Malta in the Papal States, or of the Protestant branches of the Order, the lineal
successors of the ancient Knights of St.
John, the sixth or English langue of which
is still in existence, and presided over, in
London, by His Grace the Duke of Manchester.
The Order, when it occupied the
Island of Malta as a sovereign body, was
totally unconnected with Freemasonry.
"7. Honorary past rank is abolished,
substituting the chivalric dignities of
'

title

Grand Crosses' and Commanders,'
'

limited

number, and confined to Preceptors.
These honors to be conferred by His Royal
Hi^ness the Grand Master, the Fountain
of Grace and Dignity and it is contemplated to create an Order of Merit, to be
conferred in like manner, as a reward to
Knights who have served the Order.
in

;

A

" 8.
Preceptor holds a degree as well
as rank, and will always retain his rank
and privileges as long as he belongs to a
Preceptory.
"

enjoy them.
" 10. The

number of

oflScers entitled to

" 11. Equerries, or serving brethren, are
not to receive the accolade, or use any but
a brown habit, and shall not wear any insignia or jewel: they are to be addressed as
'Frater,' not Sir Knight.
In the early
days of the Order they were not entitled
to the accolade, and, with the esquires and
men-at-arms, wore a dark habit, to distinguish them from the Knights, who wore
white, to signify that they were bound by
their vows to cast away the works of darkness and lead a new life.
"12. The apron is altogether discontinued, and a few immaterial alterations in
the insignia will be duly regulated and promulgated they do not, however, affect the
present, but only apply to future, members
of the Order. The apron was of recent introduction, tc accord with Masonic usage
:

and

Templars of Scotland. The StatGrand Priory of the Temple of
Scotland prescribe for the Order of Knights
Templars in that kingdom an organization
very different from that which prevails in
other countries.
"The Religious and Military Order of
the Temple" in Scotland consists of two
classes: 1. Novice and Esquire; 2. Knight
Templar. The Knights are again divided

utes of the

into four classes: 1. Knights created by
Priories ; 2. Knights elected from the companions on memorial to the Grand Master

and Council, supported by the recommendation of the Priories to which they belong;
Knights Commanders; 4. Knights Grand
nominated by the Grand

Crosses, to be

Master.

The supreme

legislative authority of the
the Chapter General, which consists of the Grand OfBcers, the Knights
Grand Crosses, and the Knights Commanders. One Chapter is held annually,
at wjiich the Grand Master, if present, acts
as President. The anniversary of the death
of James de Molay, March 11, is selected
as the time of this meeting, at which the

Order

precedence has been reduced to seven ; but
others may be appointed at discretion, who
do not, however, enjoy any precedence.

_

the statutes and ordinances, present
future, of the Order."

8.

The

abolition of honorary past rank
is not retrospective, as their rank and privileges are reserved to all those who now
9.

;

is

Grand OflBcers are elected.
During the intervals of the meetings of
the Chapter General, the affairs ot the
Order, with the exception of altering the
Statutes, is intrusted to the Grand Master's
Council, which consists of the Grand Officers, the Grand Priors of Foreign Langues,
and the Knights Grand Crosses.
The Grand Officers, with the exception
of the Past Grand Masters, who remain so
for life, the Grand Master, who is elected
triennially, and the Grand Aides-de-Camp,
who are appointed by him and removed at
his pleasure, are elected annually.
They
are as follows

Grand Master,

:
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Past Grand Masters,

Grand Seneschal,
Preceptor and Grand Prior of Scotland,
Grand Constable and Mareschal,
Grand Admiral,
Grand Almoner or Hospitaller,
Grand Chancellor,
Grand Treasurer,
Grand Eegistrar,
Primate or Grand Prelate,
Grand Provost or Governor-General,
Grand Standard-Bearer or Beaucennifer,
Grand Bearer of the Vexillum Belli,
Grand Chamberlain,
Grand Steward,
Two Grand Aides-de-Camp.
A Grand Priory may be instituted by the
Chapter General in any nation, colony, or
langue, to be placed under the authority
of a Grand Prior, who is elected for life,
unless superseded by the Chapter General.
A Priory, which is equivalent to our
Commanderies, consists of the following
officers

Prior,

Sub-Prior,

Mareschal or Master of Ceremonies,
Hospitaller or Almoner,
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which was selected as his residence. TheHebrew idea was undoubtedly borrowed from
the Egyptian, where the same hieroglyphic
I signified both a house and a temple.
Thus, from an inscription at Philse, ChampoUion (Diet. Egyptienne) cites the senI

I

He has made his devotions in the
house of his mother Isis."

tence, "

The

classical idea

philosophical.

was more abstract and

The Latin word templum

comes from a root which signifies " to cut
thus referring to any space, whether
open or occupied by a building, which was
off,"

or separated for a sacred purpose,
the surrounding profane ground.
The word properly denoted a sacred enclosure where the omens were observed by the
augurs. Hence Varro [De Ling. Lat., vi.
81,) defines a temple to be "a place for auguries and auspices." As the same practice of worshipping under the sky in open
places prevailed among the northern nations, we might deduce from these facts that
the temple of the sky was the A ryan idea, and
the temple of the house the Semitic. It is
true, that afterwards, the augurs having for
their own convenience erected a tent within the enclosure where they made their ob-

cut

off,

from

Secretary,

servations, or, literally, their contemplations,
this in time gave rise among the Greeks
and the Romans to permanent edifices like

Chaplain and Instructor,
Beaucennifer, or Bearer of the Beau-

those of the Egyptians and the Hebrews.
Masonry has derived its temple symbol-

Chancellor,
Treasurer,

aeant.

Bearer of the Red Cross Banner, or Vexillum Belli,
Chamberlain,
Two Aides-de-Camp.
The Chapter General or Grand Priory
may unite two or more Priories into a Commandery, to be governed by a Provincial
Ci>mmander, who is elected by the Chapter
'
General.
The costume of the Knights, with the
exception of a few slight variations to designate difference of rank, is the same as the
ancient costume.
Temple. The symbolism of Speculative Masonry is so intimately connected
with temple building and temple worship,
that some notice of these edifices seems necessary.
The Hebrews called a temple
beth, which literally signifies a house or
dwelling, and finds its root in a word which
signifies " to remain or pass the night," or
hecal, which means a palace, and comes
from an obsolete word signifying " magni-

So that they seem to have had
two ideas in reference to a temple. When
they called it beth Jehovah, or the " house
of Jehovah," they referred to the continued
presence of God in it; and when they called
it hecaljehovah, or the " palace of Jehovah,"
ficent."

they referred to the splendor of the edifice

it has almost all its symbolic ideas,
from the Hebrew type, and thus makes the
temple the symbol of a Lodge. But of the
Roman temple worship it has not been neglectful, and has borrowed from it one of
the most significant and important words
in its vocabulary. The Latin word specular

ism, as

to observe, to look around. When
the augur, standing within the sacred precincts of his open temple on the Capitoline
hill, watched the flight of birds, that from
it he might deduce his auspices of good or
bad fortune, he was said, speeulari, to specHence the word came at lengtn to
ulate.
denote, like contemplate from templum, an
investigation of sacred things, and thus we
got into our technical language the title of
"Speculative Masonry," as distinguished
by its religious design from Operative or
Practical Masonry, which is devoted to
The Egyptian
more material objects.
Temple was the real archetype of the Mosaic tabernacle, as that was of the temple
of Jerusalem. The direction of an Egyptian temple was usually from east to west,
the entrance being at the east. It was a
quadrangular building, much longer than
its width, and was situated in the western
part of a sacred enclosure. The approach
through this enclosure to the temple proper was frequently by a double row of

means
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sphinxes. In front of the entrance were
a pair of tall obelisks, which will remind
the reader of the two pillars at the porch
of Solomon's Temple. The temple was divided into a spacious hall, the sanctuary
where the great body of the worshippers
assembled. Beyond it, in the western extremity, was the cell or sekos, equivalent to
the Jewish Holy of Holies, into which the
and in the remotest
priests only entered
part, behind a curtain, appeared the image
of the god seated on his shrine, or the
sacred animal which represented him.
Grecian Temples, like the Egyptian
and the Hebrew, were placed within an
enclosure, which was separated from the
profane land around it, in early times,
by ropes, but afterwards by a wall. The
temple was usually quadrangular, although
some were circular in form. It was divided
into two parts, the pronanos, porch or vestibule, and the naos, or cell.
In this latter
part the statue of the god was placed, surrounded by a balustrade. In temples connected with the mysteries, the cell was
called the adytum, and to it only the
priests and the initiates had access and we
learn from Pausanias that various stories
were related of calamities that had befallen
persons who had unlawfully ventured to
cross the threshold.
Vitruvius says that
the entrance of Greek temples was always towards the west but this statement
is contradicted by the appearance of the
temples still partly existing in Attica,
;

;

;

Ionia,

and

Sicily.

Roman Temples,

after they emerged
from their primitive simplicity, were constructed much upon the model of the
Grecian. There were the same vestibule
and cells, or adytum, borrowed, as with
the Greeks, from the holy and the most
holy place of the Egyptians. Vitruvius
says that the entrance of a Roman temple

was, if possible, to the west, so that the
worshippers, when they offered prayers or
sacrifices, might look towards the east; hut
this rule was not always observed.
It thus appears, notwithstanding what
Montfaucon [Antiq. ii., 1. ii., ch. 2,) says to
the contrary, that the Egyptian form of a
temple was the type from which other nations borrowed their idea.

This Egyptian form of a temple was borrowed by the Jews, and with some modifications adopted by the Greeks and Romans,
whence it passed over into modern Europe.

The

idea of a separation into a holy ana a
most holy place has everywhere been preserved. The same idea is maintainea in
the construction of Masonic Lodges, which
are but imitations, in spirit, of the ancient
temples. But there has been a transposition of parts, the most holy place, which

with the Egyptians and the Jews was in the
west, being placed in

Lodges in the

east,

Temple, Grand Commander of
{Grand Vommandeur du Temple.)
fifty-eighth degree of the collection of

tlie.

The

the Metropolitan Chapter of France. It is
the name of the Knight Commander of the
Temple of the Scottish Rite.

Temple

of Ezeklel. An ideal temple seen by the prophet Ezekiel, in the
twenty-fifth year of the captivity, while residing in Babylon. It is supposed by Calmet, that the description given by the prophet was that of the Temple of Solomon,
which he must have seen before its destrucBut an examination of its admeasurements mil show that this could not have
been the fact, and that the whole area of
.Jerusalem would not have been sufficient
to contain a building of its magnitude.
Yet, as Mr. Ferguson observes, (Smith
Diet.,) the description, notwithstanding its
ideal character, is curious, as showing what
were the aspirations of the Jews in that
direction, and how different they were from
those of other nations and also because it
tion.

;

influenced Herod to some extent in his
restoration of the temple of Zerubbabel.
Between the visionary temple of Ezekiel
and the symbolic city of the New Jerusalem, as described by the Evangelist, there
is a striking resemblance, and hence it
finds a place among the symbols in the
Apocalyptic degrees. But with Symbolic
or with Royal Arch Masonry it has no connection.

Temple

of Herod. This was not
the construction of a third temple, but only
a restoration and extensive enlargement of
the second, which had been built by Zerubbabel. To the Christian Mason it is interesting, even more than that of Solomon,
beca,use it was the scene of our Lord's
ministrations, and was the temple from
which the Knights Templars derived their
name. It was oegun by Herod seven years
B. c, finished A. d. 4, and destroyed by the
Romans in a. d. 70, having subsisted only
seventy-seven years.

Temple of Solomon.

The

first

Temple of the Jews was

called hecal Je/iovak or beth Jehovah, the palace or the house
of Jehovah, to indicate its splendor and

magnificence, and that it was intended to
be the perpetual dwelling-place of the
Lord. It was King David who first proposed to substitute for the nomadic tabernacle a permanent place of worship for his
people; but although he had made the
necessary arrangements, and even collected
many of the materials, he was not permitted to commence the undertaking, and
the execution of the task was left to Lis
son and successor, Solomon.

"
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Accordingly, that monarch laid the foundations of tne edifice in the fourth year of
his reign, 1012 b. c, and, with the assistance of his friend and ally, Hiram, king
of Tyre, completed it in about seven years
and a half, dedicating it to the service of
the Most High in the year 1004 B. C. This
was the year of the world 3000, according
to the Hebrew chronology
and although
there has been much difference among
chronologists in relation to the precise date,
this is the one that has been generally accepted, and it is therefore adopted by Masons in their calculations of different epochs.
The Temple stood on Mount Moriah, one
of the eminences of the ridge which was
known as Mount Zion, and which was
originally the property of Oman the Jeb;

who used it as a threshing-floor, and
from whom it was purchased by David for
the purpose of erecting an altar on it.

usite,

The Temple retained its original splendor
only thirty-three years. In the year of
the world 3033, Shishak, king of Egypt,
having made war upon Rehoboam, king of
Judah, took Jerusalem, and carried away
the choicest treasures. From that time to
the period of its final destruction, the history of the Temple is but a history of alternate spoliations and repairs, of profanations to idolatry and subsequent restoraOne huntions to the purity of worship.
dred and thirteen years after the conquest
of Shishak, Joash, king of Judah, collected
silver for the repairs of the Temple, and
restored it to its former condition in the
year of the world 3148. In the year 3264,
Ahaz, king of Judah, robbed the Temple
of its riches, and gave them to TiglathPileser, king of Assyria, who had united
with him in a war against the kings of
Ahaz also profaned
Israel and Damascus.
the Temple by the worship of idols. In
3276, Hezekiah, the son and successor of
Ahaz, repaired the portions of the Temple
for

which his father had destroyed, and restored the pure worship. But fifteen years
after he was compelled to give the treasures
of the Temple as a ransom to Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, who had invaded the land
of Judah. JBut Hezekiah is supposed, after
his enemy had retired, to have restored the
Temple.
Manasseh, the son and successor of Hezekiah, fell away to the worship of Sahianism, and desecrated the Temple in 3306 by
setting up altars to the host of heaven.
Manasseh was then conquered by the king
of Babylon, who in 3328 carried him be-

yond the Euphrates. But subsequently
repenting of his sins he was released from
captivity, and having returned to Jerusalem
he destroyed the idols, and restored the
altar of burnt-offerings.

In 8380, Josiah,
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who was then king

of Judah, devoted his
the repairs of the Temple, portions of which had been demolished or neglected by his predecessors, and replaced
the ark in the sanctuary. In 3398, in the
reign of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Chaldea, carried a part of the sacred
vessels to Babylon. Seven years afterwards,
in the reign of Jechoniah, he took away
another portion ; and finally, in 3416, in the
eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, he
took the city of Jerusalem, and entirely destroyed the Temple, and carried many of
the inhabitants captives to Babylon.
The Temple was originally built on a
very hard rock, encompassed with frightful
precipices. The foundations were laid very
deep, with immense labor and expense. It
was surrounded with a wall of great height,
exceeding in the lowest part four hundred
and fifty feet, constructed entirely of white
marble.
The body of the Temple was in size
much less than many a modern parish
church, for its length
was but ninety feet, or,
including the porch, one
efforts to

Holy

hundred and
its

width but

five,

and

thirty.

OF

It

was its outer court, its
numerous terraces, and

Holies.

the magnificence of its
external and internal
together
decorations,
with its elevated position above the surrounding dwellings which produced that splendor of
appearance that attracted the admiration of all
who beheld it, and gives
a color of probability
to the legend that tells
us how the Queen of
Sheba, when it first
broke upon her view,
exclaimed in admiration,

"A

most excellent

master must have done this

1

which consisted of
the porch, the sanctuary, and the Holy of
Holies, was but a small part of the edifice
on Mount Moriah. It was surrounded with
spacious courts, and the whole structure

The Temple

itself,

occupied at least half a mile in circumferUpon passing through the outer
ence.
wall, you came to the first court, called the
court of the Gentiles, because the Gentiles
were admitted into it, but were prohibited
from passing farther.' It was surrounded
by a range of porticos or cloisters, above
which were galleries or apartments, supported by pillars of white marble.
Passing through the court of the Gentiles,
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you entered the court of the children of men were engaged in building it for more
Israel, which was separated by a low stone than seven years and after its completion
wall, and an ascent of fifteen steps, into it was dedicated by Solomon with solemn
two divisions, the outer one being occu- prayer and seven days of feasting during
pied by the women, and the inner by the which a peace-oflTering of twenty thousand
men. Here the Jews were in the habit of oxen and six times that number of sheep
resorting daily for the purposes of prayer.
was made, to consume which the holy fire
Within the court of the Israelites, and came down from heaven.
separated from it by a wall one cubit in
In Masonry, the Temple of Solomon has
;

;

height, was the court of the priests. In
the centre of this court was the altar of
burnt-offerings, to which the people brought
their oblations and sacrifices, but none but
the priests were permitted to enter it.
From this court, twelve steps ascended to
the Temple, strictly so called, which, as I
have already said, was divided into three
parts, the porch, the sanctuary, and the
Holy of Holies.

played a most important part. Time was
when every Masonic writer subscribed with
unhesitating faith to the theory that Masonry was there

first

organized ; that there

Solomon, Hiram of Tyre, and Hiram Abif
presided as Grand Masters over the Lodges
which they had established that there the
symbolic degrees were instituted and systems of initiation were invented; and that
from that period to the present Masonry
;

The PORCH

has passed down the stream of Time in unbroken succession and unaltered form.
But the modern method of reading Masonic history has swept away this edifice of
imagination with as unsparing a hand, and
as effectual a power, as those with which
the Babylonian king demolished the structure upon which they are founded. No
had sent to Solomon.
writer who values his reputation as a critical
From the porch you entered the SANCTU- historian would now attempt to defend this
ARY by a portal, which, instead of folding- theory. Yet it has done its work. During
doors, was furnished with a magnificent the long period in which the hypothesis
veil of many colors, which mystically rep- was accepted as a fact, its influence was
resented the universe. The breadth of the being exerted in moulding the Masonic orsanctuary was twenty cubits, and its length ganizations into a form closely connected
forty, or just twice that of the porch and with all the events and characteristics of
Holy of Holies. It occupied, therefore, the Solomonic Temple. So that now alone-half of the body of the Temple. In most all the symbolism of Freemasonry
the sanctuary were placed the various uten- rests upon or is derived from the '' House
sils necessary for the daily worship of the
of the Lord" at Jerusalem. So closely are
Temple, such as the altar of incense, on the two connected, that to attempt to sepwhich incense was daily burnt by the offi- arate the one from the other would be fatal
ciating priest; the ten golden candlesticks; to the further existence of Masonry. Each
and the ten tables on which the offerings Lodge is and must be a symbol of the Jewwere laid previous to the sacrifice.
ish Temple; each Master in the chair a
Thk Holy of Holies, or innermost representative of the Jewish king; and
chamber, was separated from the sanctuary every Mason a personation of the Jewish
by doors of olive, richly sculptured and in- workman.
laid with gold, and covered with veils of blue,
Thus must it ever be while Masonry enpurple, scarlet, and the finest linen. The dures. We must receive the myths
and lesize of the Holy of Holies was the same as gends that connect it with the Temple,
not
that of the porch, namely, twenty cubits indeed as historic facts, but as allegories;
square. It contained the ark of the cove- not as events that have really
transpired,
nant, which had been transferred into it but as symbols and must accept these alfrom the tabernacle, with its overshadow- legories and these symbols for what their
ing cherubim and its mercy-seat.
Into inventors really meant that they should be
the most aacred place, the high priest
the foundations of a science of morality.
alone could enter, and that only once a
Temple of Zernbbabel. For the
year, on the day of atonement.
fifty-two years that succeeded the destrucThe Temple, thus constructed, must have tion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, that
been one of the most magnificent struct- city saw nothing but the ruins of its anures of the ancient world. For its erec- cient Temple. But in the year of the
world
tion, David had collected more than four 3468 and 536 b. c, Cyrus
gave permission
thousand millions of dollars, and one hun- to the Jews to return to Jerusalem,
and
dred and eighty-four thousand six hundred there to rebuild the Temple of
the Lord.

of the Temple was twenty
and the same in breadth.
At its entrance was a gate made entirely of
Corinthian brass, the most precious metal
known to the ancients. Beside this gate
there were the two pillars Jachin and Boaz,
which had been constructed by Hiram
Abif, the architect whom the King of Tyre
cubits in length,

;

—
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Forty-two thousand three hundred and
sixty of the liberated captives returned
under the guidance of Joshua, the High
Priest, Zerubbabel, the Prince or Governor,
and Haggai, the Scribe, and one year after
they laid the foundations of the second
Temple. They were, however, much disturbed in their labours by the Samaritans,
whose offer to unite with them in the
building they had rejected. Artaxerxes,
known in profane history as Cambyses,
having succeeded Cyrus on the throne of
Persia, he forbade the Jews to proceed with
the work, and the Temple remained in an
unfinished state until the death of Artaxerxes and the succession of Darius to the
throne. As in early life there had been a
great intimacy between this sovereign and
Zerubbabel, the latter proceeded to Babylon, and obtained permission from the monarch to resume the labor. Zerubbabel returned to Jerusalem, and notwithstanding
some further delays, consequent upon the
enmity of the neighboring nations, the
second Temple, or, as it may be called by
way of distinction from the first, the Temple of Zerubbabel, was completed in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius, 515 years
B. C, and just twenty years after its commencement. It was then dedicated with
all the solemnities that accompanied the
dedication of the first.
The general plan of this second Temple
was similar to that of the first. But it exceeded it in almost every dimension by onethird.
The decorations of gold and other
ornaments in the first Temple must have
far surpassed those bestowed upon the
second, for we are told by Josephus, (Antig.,
xi. 4,) that "the Priests and Levites and
Elders of families were disconsolate at seeing how much moresumptuous the old Temple was than the one which, on account of
their poverty, they had just been able to
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worn and weary sojourners,
on foot over the rough and
devious roads between the two cities, offered
lon, that three
after plodding

themselves to the Grand Council as willing
participants in the labor of erection.
Who
these sojourners were, we have no historical
means of discovering; but there is a Masonic tradition (entitled, perhaps, to" but
little weight) that they were Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, three holy men, who
are better known to general readers by their
Chaldaic names of Shadrach, Meshach, and

Abed-nego, as having been miraculously
preserved from the fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar.

Their services were accepted, and from
their diligent labors resulted that important
discovery, the perpetuation and preservation of which constitute the great end and
design of the Royal Arch degree.
As the symbolism of the first or Solomonic

Temple

is

connected with and refers

entirely to the symbolic degrees, so that of

the second, or Temple of Zerubbabel, forms
the basis of the Royal Arch in the York
and American Rites, and of several high
degrees in other Rites.
Temple, Order of the. When the
Knights Templars had, on account of their
power and wealth, excited the fears and the
cupidity of Pope Clement V., and King
Philip the Fair, of France, the Order was
soon compelled to succumb to the combined
animosity of a spiritual and a temporal
sovereign, neither of whom was capable of
being controlled by a spirit of honor or a
dictate of conscience.
The melancholy
story of the sufferings of the Knights, and
of the dissolution of their Order, forms a
disgraceful record, with which the history
of the fourteenth century begins.
On the 13th of March, in the year 1314,
and in the refined city of Paris, James de
Molay, the last of a long and illustrious
erect."
line of Grand Masters of the Order of
The Jews also say that there were five Knights Templars, testified at the stake
things wanting in the second Temple which his fidelity to his vows and eleven years
had been in the first, namely, the Ark, the of service in the cause of religion were terUrim and Thummim, the fire from heaven, minated, not by the sword of a Saracen,
the divine presence or cloud of glory, and but by the iniquitous sentence of a Catholic
the spirit of prophecy and power of pope and a Christian king.
miracles.
The manufacturers of Masonic legends
Such are the most important events that have found in the death of Molay and the
relate to the construction of this second dissolution of the Order of Templars a ferTemple. But there is a Masonic legend tile source from which to draw materials
connected with it which, though it may for their fanciful theories and surreptitious
have no historical foundation, is yet so documents. Among these legends there
closely interwoven with the Temple system was, for instance, one which maintained
of Masonry, that it is necessary it should that during his captivity in the Bastile the
be recounted. It was, says the legend, Grand Master of the Templars established
while the workmen were engaged in mak- four Chiefs of the Order in the north, the
ing the necessary excavations for laying south, the east, and the west of Europe,
the foundation, and while numbers con- whose seats of government were respectively
tinued to arrive at Jerusalem from Baby- at Stockholm, Naples, Paris, and Edin;

:
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burgh. Another invention of these Masonic speculators was the forgery of that
document so well known as the Charter of
Larmenius, of which I shall presently
take notice. Previously, however, to any
consideration of this document, I must advert to the condition of the Templar Order
in I'ortugal, because there is an intimate
connection between the society there organized and the Ordek of the Temple in
France, which is more particularly the subject of the present article.
Surprising as it may appear, it is nevertheless true, that the Templars did not receive that check in Portugal to which they
were subjected in France, in England, and
some other countries of Europe. On the
contrary, they were there maintained by
King Denis in all their rights and privileges; and although compelled, by a bull
of Clement V., to change their names to
that of the Knights of Christ, they continued to be governed by the same rules
and to wear the same costume as their predecessors, excepting the slight addition of
placing a white Latin cross in the centre
of the usual red one of the ancient Order;
and in the decree of establishment it was
expressly declared that the king, in creating this new Order, intended only to effect
a reform in that of the Templars. In 1420,
John I., of Portugal, gave the Knights of
Christ the control of the possessions of
Portugal in the Indies, and succeeding
monarchs granted them the proprietorship
of all countries which they might discover,
reserving, of course, the royal prerogative
of sovereignty. In process of time the
wealth and the power of the Order became
so great, that the kings of Portugal found
it expedient to reduce their rights to a considerable extent; but the Order itself was
permitted to continue in existence, the
Grand Mastership, however, being for the
future vested in the sovereign.
We are now prepared to investigate understandingly the history of the Charter of
Larmenius, and of the Order of the Temple at Paris, which was founded on the assumed authenticity of that document. The
writings of Thory, of Ragon, and of Clavel,
with the passing remarks of a few other
Masonic writers, will furnish us with

abundant materials for this narrative, interesting to all Freemasons, but more especially so to Masonic Knights Templars.
In the year 1682, and in the reign of
Louis XIV., a licentious society was established by several young noblemen, which
took the name of " La Petite Resurrection
des Templiers," or " The little BesurrecHon
of the Templars." The members wore concealed upon their shirts a decoration in the
form of a cross, on which was embossed

the figure of a

who

man trampling on a woman,
The em-

lay prostrate at his leet.

blematic signification of this symbol was,
it is apparent, as unworthy of the character
of man as it was derogatory to the condition and claims of woman and the king,
having been informed of the infamous proceedings which took place at the meetings,
dissolved the society, (which it was said was
on the eveof initiating the dauphin ;) caused
its leader, a prince of the blood, to be ignominiously punished, and banished the
members from the court; the heaviest
penalty that, in those days of servile submission to the throne, could be inflicted on
;

a

courtier.

In 1705, Philip of Orleans, who was subsequently the regent of France during the
minority of Louis XV., collected together
the remnants of this society, which still secretly existed, but had changed its object
from a licentious to one of a political charcaused new statutes to be conacter.
structed ; and an Italian Jesuit, by name

He

Father Bonani, who was a learned antiquary and an excellent designer, fabrithe document now known as the
Charter of Larmenius, and thus pretended
to attach the new society to the ancient
Order of the Templars.
As this charter is not the least interesting of those forged documents with which
the history of Freemasonry unfortunately
abounds, a full description of it here will
not be out of place.
The theory of the Duke of Orleans and
his accomplice Bonani was, (and the theory
is still maintained by the Order of the
Temple at Paris,) that when James de Molay was about to suffer at the stake, he sent
for Larmenius, and in prison, with the consent and approbation of such of his knights
as were present, appointed him his successor, with the right of making a similar appointment before his death. On the demise
of Molay, Larmenius accordingly assumed
the oflBce of Grand Master, and ten years
after issued this charter, transmitting his
authority to Theobaldus Alexandrinus, by
whom it was in like manner transmitted
through a long line of Grand Masters, until in 1705 it reached Philip, Duke of Orleans.
It will be seen hereafter that the
list was subsequently continued to a later

cated

period.

The

signatures of all these Grand Masare afiixed to the charter, which is
beautifiilly executed on parchment, illuminated in the choicest style of mediaeval
chirography, and composed in the Latin
language, but written in the Templar cipher. From the copy of the document
given by Thory in his Acta Latomorum, I
make the following translation
ters
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" I, Brother John Mark Larmenius, of by the supreme authority to me committed,
Jerusalem, by the grace of God and the I will, declare, and command that the Scotsecret decree of the most venerable and tish Templars, as deserters from the Order,
holy martyr, the Grand Master of the Sol- are to be accursed, and that they and the
diery of the Temple, (to whom be honor brethren of St. John of Jerusalem, (upon
and glory,) confirmed by the common coun- whom may God have mercy,) as spoliators
cil of the brethren, being endowed with the
of the domains of our soldiery, are now
Supreme Grand Mastership of the whole and hereafter to be considered as beyond
Order of the Temple, to every one who the pale of the Temple.
" I have therefore established signs, unshall see these letters decretal thrice greeting:
known to our false brethren, and not to be
" Be it known to all, both present and to known by them, to be orally communicated
come, that the failure of my strength, on to our fellow-soldiers, and in which way I
account of extreme age, my poverty, and have already been pleased to communicate
the weight of government being well con- them in the Supreme Convention.
" But these signs are only to be made
sidered, I, the aforesaid humble Master of
the Soldiery of the Temple, have deter- known after due profession and knightly
mined, for the greater glory of God and consecration, according to the statutes,
the protection and safety of the Order, the rites, and usages of the fellow-soldiery of
brethren, and the statutes, to resign the the Temple, transmitted by me to the aboveGrand Mastership into stronger hands.
named Eminent Commander as they were
" On which account, God helping, and delivered into my hands by the venerable
with the consent of a Supreme Convention and most holy martyr, our Grand Master,
of Knights, I have conferred, and by this to whom be honor and glory. Let it be
present decree do confer, for life, the au- done as I have said. So mote it be. Amen.
thority and prerogatives of Grand Master
"I, John Mark Larmenius, have done
of the Order of the Temple upon the Emi- this on the thirteenth day of February,
nent Commander and very dear brother, 1324.
" I, Francis Thomas Theobaldus AlexanFrancis Thomas Theobald Alexandrinus,
with the power, according to time and cir- drinus, God helping, have accepted the
cumstances, of conferring the Grand Mas- Grand Mastership, 1324."
tership of the Order of the Temple and the
And then follow the acceptances and sigsupreme authority upon another brother, natures of twenty-two succeeding: Grand
most eminent for the nobility of his educa- Masters
the last, Bernard Eaymund Fation and talent and decorum of his man- br6, under the date of 1804.
ners: which is done for the purpose of
The society, thus organized by the Duke
maintaining a perpetual succession of of Orleans in 1705, under this charter,
Grand Masters, an uninterrupted series of which purported to contain the signatures
successors, and the integrity of the statutes. manu propria of eighteen Grand' Masters
Nevertheless, I command that the Grand in regular succession, commencing with
Mastership shall not be transmitted with- Larmenius and ending with himself, atout the consent of a general convention of tempted to obtain a recognition by the Orthe fellow-soldiers of the Temple, as often der of Christ, which we have already said
as that Supreme Convention desires to be was established in Portugal as the legiticonvened; and, matters being thus con- mate successor of the old Templars, and of
ducted, the successor shall be elected at the which King John V. was at that time the
pleasure of the knights.
Grand Master. For this purpose the Duke
" But, lest the powers of the supreme of Orleans ordered two of his members to
proceed to Lisbon, and there to open negooffice should fall into decay, now and for
ever let there be four Vicars of the Grand tiations with the Order of Christ. The
Master, possessing supreme power, emi- king caused inquiries to be made of Don
nence, and authority over the whole Order, Luis de Cunha, his ambassador at Paris,
with the reservation of the rights of the upon whose report he gave orders for the
Grand Master; which Vicars of the Grand arrest of the two French Templars. One
Masters shall be chosen from among the of them escaped to Gibraltar but the other,
elders, according to the order of their pro- less fortunate, after an imprisonment of
fession.
Which is decreed in accordance two years, was banished to Angola, in
with the above-mentioned wish, commend- Africa, where he died.
The society, however, continued secretly
ed to me and to the brethren by our most
venerable and most blessed Master, the to exist for many years in France, and is
martyr, to whom be honor and glory. supposed by some to have been the same
which, in 1789, was known by the name of
Amen.
" Finally, in consequence of a decree of the Societi d'Aloyau, a title which might be
a Supreme Convention of the brethren, and translated into English as the " Society of

—

;
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—

the Sirloin,"
a name much more appro- construction. Dr. Burnes, who was a firm
priate to a club of bom vivants than to an believer in the legitimacy of the Parisian
association of kniehts.
The members of Order and in the authenticity of its arthis society were dispersed at the time of chives, has given in his Sketch of the Histhe French Revolution, the Duke of Casse toiy of the lights Templars, (App., p. xii.,)
Brissac, who was massacred at Versailles a copy of this inventory in the original
in 1792, being its Grand Master at the pe- French. Thory gives it also in his Acta
brief synopsis of
riod of its dispersion. Thory says that the Latomorum, (ii. 143.)
members of this association claimed to be it may not be uninteresting. The relics
"
the successors of the Templars, and to be consist of twelve pieces " a round dozen
and are as follows
in possession of their charters.
certain Brother Ledru, one of the sons
1. The Charter of Larmenius, already
of the learned Nicholas Pliilip Ledru, was described. But to the eighteen signatures
the physician of Casse Brissac. On the of Grand Masters in the charter, which was
death of that nobleman and the sale of his in 1705 in possession of Philip, Duke of Orproperty, Ledru purchased a piece of fur- leans, are added six more, carrying the sucniture, probably an escritoire, in which was cession on from the last-named to Fabr6
concealed the celebrated charter of Larme- Palaprat, who attests as Grand Master in
nius, the manuscript statutes of 1705, and 1804.
volume of twenty -seven paper
the journal of proceedings of the Order of
2.
the Temple. Clavel says that about the sheets, in folio, bound in crimson velvet,
year 1804, Ledru showed these articles to satin, and gold, containing the statutes
two of his friends
de Saintot and Fabr6 of the Order in manuscript, and signed
Palaprat ; the latter of whom had formerly "Philip."
small copper reliquary, in the shape
been an ecclesiastic. The sight of these
3.
documents suggested to them the idea of of a Gothic church, containing four irt^reviving the Order of the Temple. They ments of burnt bones, wrapped in a piece
proposed to constitute Ledru the Grand of linen. These are said to have oeen
Master, but he refused the offer, and nomi- taken from the funeral pile of the martyred
nated Claudius Matheus Radix de Chevil- Templars.
lon for the office, who would accept it only
4. A sword, said to be one which beunder the title of Vicar ; and he is inscribed longed to James de Molay.
as such on the list attached to the Charter
5. A helmet, supposed to have been that
of Larmenius, his name immediately fol- of Guy, Dauphin of Auvergne.
lowing that of Casse Brissac, who is re6. An old gilt spur.
corded as the last Grand Master.
bronze patina, in the interior of
7.
These four restorers of the Order were of which is engraved an extended hand, havopinion that it would be most expedient to ing the ring and little fingers bent in upon
place it under the patronage of some dis- the palm, which is the form of the episcotinguished personage; and while making pal benediction in the Roman Church.
the effort to carry this design into execu8. A pax in gilt bronze, containing a
tion, Chevillon, excusing himself from fur- representation of Bt. John, under a Gothic
ther official labor on account of his ad- arch. The pax is a small plate of gold,
vanced age, proposed that Fabr6 Palaprat silver, or other rich material, carried round
should be elected Grand Master, but for by the priest to communicate the " kiss of
one year only, and with the understanding peace."
that he would resign the dignity as soon as
9. Three Gothic seals.
some notable person could be found who
tall ivory cross and three mitres,
10.
would be willing to accept it. But Fabr6, richly ornamented.
having once been invested with the Grand
11. The beauseant, in white linen, with
Mastership, ever afterwards refused to sur- the cross of the Order.
render the dignity.
12. The war standard, in white linen,
Among the persons who were soon after with four black rays.
admitted into the Order were Decourchant,
Of these "relics," Clavel, who, as being
a notary's clerk; Leblond, an official of the on the spot, may be supposed to know someimperial library and Arnal, an ironmonger, thing of the truth, tells us that the copper
all of whom were intrusted with the secret reliquary, the sword, the ivory cross, and
of the fraud, and at once engaged in the the three mitres were bought by Leblond
construction of what have since been des- from an old iron shop in the market of St.
ignated the " Relics of the Order." Of these Jean, and from a maker of church vestrelics, which are preserved in the treasury ments in the suburbs of Paris, while the
of the Order of the Temple at Paris, an in- helmet was taken by Arnal from one of the
ventory was made on the 18th day of May, government armories.
1810, being, it is probable, soon after their
Francisco Alvaro da Sylva Freyre de
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Porto, a knight of the Order of Christ, and
a secret agent of John VI., king of Portugal, was admitted into the Order in 1805,

about the year 1814, the Grand Master
having obtained possession of a manuscript
copy of a spurious Gospel of St. John,
which is supposed to have been forged in

and continued a member until 1815. He
was one of the few, Clavel says, whom
Fabre and the other founders admitted into
their full confidence, and in 1812 he held
the office of Grand Master's Secretary.
Fabr6 having signified to him his desire to
be recognized as the successor of James de
Molay by the Grand Master of the Order
of Christ, Da Sylva sent a copy of the
Charter of Larmenius to John VI., who
was then in Brazil ; but the request for recognition was refused.
The Order of the Temple, which had
thus been ingeniously organized by Fabr6
Palaprat and his colleagues, began now to
assume high prerogatives as the only representative of ancient Templarism. The
Grand Master was distinguished by the
sounding titles of "Most Eminent Highness, Very Great, Powerfiil, and Excellent
Prince, and Most Serene Lord." The whole
world was divided into different jurisdictions, under the names of provinces, bailiwicks, priories, and commanderies, all of
which were distributed among the members and proofs of nobility were demanded
of all candidates but if they were not able
to give these proofs, they were furnished
by the Grand Master with the necessary
;

;

patents.

The ceremonies of initiation were divided
into three houses, again subdivided into
eight degrees, and were as follows
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the fifteenth century, and which contradicted in many particulars the canonical
Gospel, he caused it to be adopted as the
doctrine of the Order and thus, as Clavel
;

once transformed an Order which
had always been perfectly orthodox into a
schismatic sect. Out of this spurious Gospel and an introduction and commentary
called the " Levitikon," said to have been
written by Nicephorus, a Greek monk of
Athens, Fabr6 and his colleagues composed
a liturgy, and established a religious sect to
which they gave the name of " Johannism."
The consequence of this change of religious views was a schism in the Order.
The orthodox party, however, appears to
have been the stronger; and after the others
had for a short time exhibited themselves
as soi-disant priests in a Johannite church
which they erected, and in which they publicly chanted the liturgy which they had
composed, the church and the liturgy were
given up, and they retired once more into
the secrecy of the Order.
Such is a brief history of the rise and
progress of the celebrated Order of the
Temple, which still exists at Paris, with,
however, a much abridged exercise, if not
with less assumption of prerogative. It
still claims to be the only true depository
of the powers and privileges of the ancient
Order of Knights Templars, denouncing
says, at

other Templars as spurious, and its
Grand Master proclaims himself the legal
successor of James de Molay; with how
all

I.
1.

House or

Initiate.

This

Initiation.
is

the Entered

Ap-

prentice's degree of Freemasonry.
2.

Initiate of the Interior.

This

is

the

Fellow Craft.
3.
4.

This is the Master Mason.
Adept of the East. The Elu of Fifteen

Adept.

of the Scottish Rite.
5. Grand Adept of the Black Eagle of St.
John. The Elu of Nine of the Scottish
Kite.
II.
6.

House of Postulance.

Postulant of the

Order.

The Rose

Croix degree.
III.
7. Esquire.

Council.

Merely a preparation

for

the eighth degree.
8.

Knight, or Levite of the Interior Guard.

The Philosophical Kadosh

At

the members of the Order proRoman Catholic religion, and
hence, on various occasions, Protestants
and Jews were denied admission. But
first

fessed the

much

truth the narrative already given

will enable every reader to decide.
The question of the legality of the "Order
of the Temple," as the only true body of
Knights Templars in modern days, is to be
settled only after three other points have
been determined: First, was the Charter
of Larmenius, which was brought for the
first time to light in 1705 by the Duke of

Orleans, an authentic or a forged document? Next, even if authentic, was the
story that Larmenius was invested with
the Grand Mastership and the power of
transmission by Molay a fact or a fable?
And, lastly, was the power exercised by
Ledru, in reorganizing the Order in 1804,
assumed by himself or actually derived
from Casse Brissac, the previous Grand
Master? There are many other questions
of subordinate but necessary importance to
be examined and settled before we can consent to give the Order of the Temple the
high and, as regards Templarism, the exclusive position that it claims.

Temple, Second. The Temple built

;
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by Zerubbabel

is

80 called.

See Temple of

Zerubbabel.

Temple, SoTereign Comniander of the.

See Sovereign Commander of

the Temple.

Temple, SoTereign of the Sotereigns

Orand Commander of

(Souverain des Souverain Grands Commandeur du Temple.) A degree in the collection of Lemanceau and Le Page.
It is
said to be a part of the Order of Christ or
Portuguese Templarisin.
Temple, Spiritual. See Spiritual
Temple.

the.

Temple, Symbolism of the. Of
the objects which constitute the Masonic
science of symbolism, the most important,
the most cherished by Masons, and by far
the most significant, is the Temple of Jerusalem. The spiritualizing of the Temple
is the first, the most prominent, and the
most pervading of all symbols of Freemasonry. It is that which most emphatically gives it its religious character. Take
from Freemasonry its dependence on the
Temple; leave out of its ritual all reference to that sacred edifice, and to the
legends and traditions connected with it,
all

to be perfected and polished only by
future aggregations of succeeding intellects.
And yet no biblical nor Masonic scholar
will venture to deny that there was, in the
mode of building and in all the circumstances connected with the construction of
King Solomon's Temple, an apparent design to establish a foundation for symbolism.
The Freemasons have, at all events,
seized with avidity the idea of representing
in their symbolic language the interior and
spiritual man by a material temple.
They
have the doctrine of the great Apostle of
the Gentiles, who has said, " Know ye are
the temple of God, and that the spirit of
God dwelleth in you." The great body of
the Masonic craft, looking only to this first
Temple erected by the wisdom of King

was

Solomon, make

it

the symbol of

life

;

and

as the great object of Masonry is the search
after truth, they are directed to build up
this temple as a fitting receptacle for truth
when found, a place where it may dwell,
just as the ancient Jews built up their
great Temple as a dwelling-place for
who is the author of all truth.
To the Master Mason, this Temple of
Solomon is truly the symbol of human life;
for, like life, it was to have its end.
For
four centuries it glittered on the hills of
Jerusalem in all its gorgeous magnificence;

Him

and the system itseli' would at once decay
and die, or at best remain only as some
fossilized bone, serving merely to show the
nature of the once living body to which it
had belonged.
now, under some pious descendant of the
Temple worship is in itself an ancient wise king of Israel, the spot from whose
type of the religious sentiment in its progress towards spiritual elevation. As soon
as a nation emerged out of Feticism, or the
worship of visible objects, which is the
most degraded form of idolatry, its people

began

to establish a priesthood, and to erect
The Goths, the Celts, the Egyp-

temples.

and the Greeks, however much they
differed in the ritual, and in the
objects of their polytheistic worship, were
all in the possession of priests and of temples.
The Jews, complying with this law
tians,

may have

of our religious nature,

first

constructed

their tabernacle, or portable temple, and
then, when time and opportunity permitted,
transferred their monotheistic worship to

that more permanent edifice which towered in all its magnificence above the pinnacle of Mount Moriah. The mosque of
the Mohammedan and the church or chapel
of the Christian is but an embodiment of
the same idea of temple worship in a
simpler form.
The adaptation, therefore, of the Temple
of Jerusalem to a science of symbolism,
would be an easy task to the mind of those
Jews and Tyrians who were engaged in its
construction.
Doubtless, at its original
conception, the idea of this temple symbolism was rude and unembellished. It

altars arose the burnt-offerings to a living

God, and now polluted by some recreant
monarch of Judah to the service of Baal
it received the divine punishment through the mighty king of Babylon, and, having been despoiled of all its
treasures, was burnt to the ground, so that
nothing was left of all its splendor but a
smouldering heap of ashes. Variable in
its purposes, evanescent in its existence,
now a gorgeous pile of architectural beauty,
and anon a ruin over which the resistless
power of fire has passed, it becomes a fit
symbol of human life occupied in the

until at length

search after divine truth, which is nowhere
to be found
now sinning and now repentant; now vigorous with health and strength,
and anon a senseless and decaying corpse.
Such is the symbolism of the first Temple, that of Solomon, as familiar to the
class of Master Masons;
But there is a
second and higher class of the Fraternity,
the Masons of the Eoyal Arch, by whom
this temple symbolism is still further developed.
This second class, leaving their early
symbolism and looking beyond this Temple of Solomon, find in scriptural history
another Temple, which, years after the destruction of the first one, was erected upon
;

TEMPLE

TENT

its
ruins; and tliey have selected the
second Temple, the Temple of Zerubbabel,
as their prominent symbol.
And as the
first class of Masons find in their Temple
the symbol of mortal life, limited and per-

tucky. In December, 1811, a convention
was held at Knoxville, when an address
was directed to the Grand Lodge of North

ishable, they,

on the contrary, see in

this

second Temple, built upon the foundations
of the first, a symbol of life eternal, where
the lost truth shall be found, where new
incense shall arise from a new altar, and
whose perpetuity their great Master had
promised when, in the very spirit of symbolism, he exclaimed, " Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."
And so to these two classes or Orders of
Masons the symbolism of the Temple presents itself in a connected and continuous
form. To the Master Mason, the Temple
of Solomon is the symbol of this life; to
the Royal Arch Mason, the Temple of
Zerubbabel is the symbol of the future life.
To the former, his Temple is the symbol of
the search for truth; to the latter, "his is the
symbol of the discovery of truth and thus
the circle is completed and the system
;

made

perfect.

Temple,
Workmen

Workmen

at the.

See

at the Temple.

Templier. The title of a Knight Templar in French.
lier Templier "

French

The expression "Chevais

scarcely ever

used

by

writers.

Templnm

Sierosolymse.

Latin

for the Temple of Jerusalem. It is supposed
by some to be a phrase concealed under the
monogram of the Triple Tau, which see.
Ten cannot be considered as a

Ten.

number

But by the
was honored as a symbol
of the perfection and consummation of all
things.
It was constituted of the monad
and duad, the active and passive principles,
the triad or their result, and thequaternioror
first square, and hence they referred it to
their sacred tetractys.
They said that ten
contained all the relations of numbers and
harmony. See Tetractys.
Tengn. A significant word in the
sacred

Pythagoreans

it

in Masonry.
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Carolina, soliciting its assent to the severance of the Masonic jurisdiction and the

establishment of an independent Grand
Lodge. In October, 1813, this consent was
granted, and a convention of the Lodges was
ordered by the Grand Master to assemble
at Knoxville on December 27, 1813, that
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee might be
legally constituted.
Delegates from eight
Lodges accordingly assembled on that day
at Knoxville, and a convention was duly
organized.
deed of relinquishment from
the Grand Lodge of North Carolina was
read.
By this instrument the Grand Lodge
of North Carolina relinquished all authority and jurisdiction over the several Lodges
in the State of Tennessee, and assented
to the erection of an independent Grand
Lodge.
A Constitution was accordingly
adopted and the Grand Lodge of Tennessee
organized, Thomas Claiborne being elected
Grand Master.
The first Royal Arch Chapters in Tennessee were instituted by the General Grand
Chapter, and the Grand Chapter of Tennessee was organized in 1826.
The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters was established October 13, 1847.
The Grand Commandery of Tennessee
was organized October 12, 1859.
There are in the State a few bodies of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
which derive their Charters from the Supreme Council for the Southern Ju risdiction.

A

Tent.

The

tent,

which constitutes a

part of the paraphernalia or furniture of a
Commandery of Knights Templars, is not
only intended for a practical use, but also
has a symbolic meaning. The Order of the
Templars was instituted for the protection
of Christian pilgrims who were visiting
the sepulchre of their Lord. The Hospitallers might remain in the city and fulfil
their vows by attendance on the sick, but
the Templar must away to the plains, the
hills, and the desert, there, in his lonely,
tent, to watch the wily Saracen, and to
await the toilsome pilgrim, to whom he
might offer the crust of bread and the
draught of water, and instruct him in his
way, and warn him of danger, and give
him words of good cheer. Often in the
early history of the Order, before luxury
and wealth and vice had impaired its
purity, must these meetings of the toilsome
pilgrim, on his way to the holy shrine, with
the valiant Knight who stood by his tent
door on the roadside, have occurred. And
it is just such events as these that are
commemorated in the tent scenes of the

high degrees of the Scottish Rite. The
original old French rituals explain it, and
say that it and the two other words that
accompany are formed out of the initials
of the words of a particular sentence which
has reference to the " Sacred treasure " of
Masonry.
Tennessee. Until the end of the
year 1813, the State of Tennessee constituted a part of the Masonic jurisdiction
of North Carolina, and the Lodges were
held under Warrants issuing from the
Grand Lodge of "North Carolina and Tennessee," with the exception of one Lodge
in Davidson County, which derived its
Charter from the Grand Lodge of Ken- Templar

ritual.

TENURE
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TERRITORIAL

Tenure of Office. All offices in the
bodies of the York and American Rites
But the
are held by annual election.
holder of an office does not become functm
officii by the election of his successor ; he
retains the office until that successor has
been installed. This is technically called
"holding over." It is not election only,
but election and installation that give possession of an office in Masonry.
If a new
Master, having been elected, should, after
the election and installation of the other
officers of the Lodge, refuse to be installed,
the old Master would " hold over," or retain the office until the next annual elecThe oath of office of every officer is
tion.
that he will perform the duties of the office
for twelve mouths, and tmtil his successor
In France, in the
shall have been installed.
last century, Warrants of Constitution were
granted to certain Masters who held the
office for life, and were thence called " Maitres inamovibles," or immovable Masters.
They considered the Lodges committed to
their care as their personal property, and
governed them despotically, according to
own caprices. But in 1772 this class
of Masters had become so unpopular, that
the Grand Lodge removed them, and made
the tenure of office the same as it was in

their

England.
In the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, the officers of a Supreme Council
hold their offices, under the Constitutions of
1786, for life. In the subordinate bodies
of the Rite, the elections are held triennially. This is also the rule in the Supreme
Council of the Northern Jurisdiction, which
has abandoned the law of perpetual tenure.
Tercy. One of the nine Elus recorded
in the high degrees as having been sent
out by Solomon to make the search which
is

referred to in the Master's legend.

The

name was

invented by Ramsay, with some
allusion, not now explicable, to the political
incidents of Stuart Masons. The name is
probably an anagram or corruption of some
friend of the house of Stuart.
See Ana-

Abb6 Terrasson was born

Lyons, in

at

France, in 1670. He was educated by the
congregation of the Oratory, of which his
brother Andr6 was a priest, but eventually

abandoned

which gave so much offence
he left him by his will

it,

to his father, that

only a very moderate income. The Abb6
obtained a chair in the Academy of Sciences
in 1707, and a professorship in the Royal
College in 1724, which position he occupied
until his death in 1750. He was the author
of a Critical Dissertation on the Iliad of
Homer, a translation of Diodorus Seeulus,
and several other classical and philosophiBut his work most interestcal works.
ing to the Masonic scholar is his Sethos,
histoire ou vie iiree des monumens anecdotes
de Pancienne Egypt, published at Paris in
1731. This work excited on its appearance so much attention in the literary
world, that it was translated into the German and English languages under the
respective titles of: 1. Abris der wahren
Helden-Tugend, oder Lebensgeschichte des
Sethos; translated by Chro. Gli. Wendt,
Hamburg, 1732. 2. Geschicte des Konigs
Sethos; translated by Matth. Claudius,
Breslau, 1777 and 3. The Life of Sethos,
;

from private Memoirs of the ancient
Egyptians; translated from a Greek MS. into
French, and now done into English, by M.
Lediard, London, 1732.
In this romance he has given an account
taken

of the initiation of his hero, Sethos, an
Egyptian prince, into the Egyptian mysteries.
must not, however, be led into
the error, into which Kloss says that the
Masonic fraternity fell on its first appearance, that this account is a well-proved,

We

historical

narrative.

Much

as

we know

of the Egyptian mysteries, compared with
our knowledge of the Grecian or the Asi-

we have no sufficient documents from
which to obtain the consecutive and minute
detail which the Abb^ Terrasson has constructed.
It is like Ramsay's Travels of
Oyrm, to which it has been compared
a
romance rather than a history but it still
atic,

—

;

contains so many scintillations of truth, so
much of the substantials of fact amid the
ornaments of fiction, that it cannot but
prove_ instructive as well as amusing.
have in it the outlines of an initiation into
the Egyptian mysteries such as the learned
Capitol was building, refused to remove hia 'Abbe could derive from the documents and
altar. Hence Ovid {Fasti, ii. 673,) addressed monuments to which he was able to apply,
him thus " O Terminus, no inconstancy with many lacunce which he has filled up
was permitted thee in whatever situation from his own inventive and poetic genius.
thou hast been placed, there abide, and do
Terrible Brother. JFrench, Frire
not yield one jot to any neighbor asking terrible. An officer in the French Rite,
thee." The Masons pay the same rever- who in an initiation conducts the candidate,
ence to their landmarks that the Romans and in this respect performs the duty of a
did to their god Terminus.
Senior Deacon in the York Rite.
graTTi,

The god of landmarks,
whose worship was introduced among the
Romans by Numa. The god was represented by a cubical stone. Of all thegods. Terminus was the only one who, when the new

Terminiis.

We

:

;

Terrasson, the Abb^ Jean . The

Territorial Jurisdiction.

It

has

TESSELLATED
now become
least,

the settled principle

TESSELLATED
of,

at

American Masonic law, that Masonic

and

political jurisdiction should be coterminous, that is, that the boundaries which
circumscribe the territorial jurisdiction of
a Grand Lodge should be the same as
those which define the political limits of
the State in which it exists. And so it
follows that if a State should change its
political boundaries, the Masonic boundaries of the Grand Lodge should change
with it. Thus, if a State should diminish
its extent by the cession of any part of its
territory to an adjoining State, the Lodges
situated within the ceded territory would
pass over to the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of the State to which that territory
had been ceded.
Tessellated. From the Latin tessella,
a little square stone. Chequered, formed
in little squares of Mosaic work. Applied
in Masonry to the Mosaic pavement of the
Temple, and to the border which surrounds
the tracing-board, probably incorrectly in
the latter instance. See Tessellated Border.

Tessellated Border. Browne says
in his Master Key, which is supposed to
present the general form of the Prestonian
lectures, that the ornaments of a Lodge
are the Mosaic pavement, the Blazing Star,
and the Tessellated Border and he defines
the Tessellated Border to be " the skirt- work
;

round the Lodge." Webb, in his lectures,
teaches that the ornaments of a Lodge are
the Mosaic pavement, the indented tessel,
and the blazing star; and he defines the
indented tessel to be that " beautifully tessellated border or skirting which surrounded
the ground-floor of King Solomon's Temple.''
The French call it "la houpe dentelee," which is literally the indented tassel;
and they describe it as "a cord forming
true-lovers' knots, which surrounds the
tracing-board." The Germans call it " die
Schnur von starken Faden," or the cord of
strong threads, and define it as a border surrounding the tracing-board of an Entered
Apprentice, consisting of a cord tied in
lovers' knots, with two tassels attached to
the ends.
The idea prevalent in America, and derived from a misapprehension of the plate
in the Monitor of Cross, that the tessellated
border was a decorated part of the Mosaic
pavement, and made like it of little square
stones, does not seem to be supported by
these definitions. They all indicate that
the tessellated border was a cord. The interpretation of its symbolic meaning still
further sustains this idea. Browne says
" it alludes to that kind care of Providence
which so cheerfully surrounds and keeps
us within its protection whilst we justly
and uprightly govern our lives and actions

by the four cardinal

807

virtues in divinity,

namely, temperance, fortitude, prudence,
and justice." This last allusion is to the
four tassels attached to the cord. (See
Tassels.)

Webb says that it is "emblematic of
those blessings and comforts which surround us, and which we hope to obtain by
a faithful reliance on Divine Providence."
The French ritual says that it is intended
"to teach the Mason that the society of
which he constitutes a part surrounds the
earth, and that distance, so far from relaxing the bonds which unite the members to
each other, ought to draw them closer."
Lenning says that it symbolizes the fraby which all Masons are united.
But Gadicke is more precise. He defines
it as " the universal bond by which every
Mason ought to be united to his brethren,"
and he says that "it should consist of sixty
ternal bond

threads or yarns, because, according to the
ancient statutes, no Lodge was allowed to
have above sixty members."
Oliver (Landm.,i. 174,) says "the TracingBoard is surrounded by an indented or tessellated border .... at the four angles appear as many tassels." But in the old
English tracing-boards the two lower
They are, howtassels are often omitted.
Lenever, generally found in the French.
ning, speaking, I suppose, for the German,
assigns to them but two. Four tassels are,
however, necessary to complete the symbolism, which is said to be that of the four
cardinal virtues. The tessellated, more
properly, therefore, the tassellated, border
consists of a cord intertwined with knots,
to each end of which is appended a tassel.
It surrounds the border of the tracingboard, and appears at the top in the following form:

There is, however, in these old tracingboards another border, which surrounds the
entire picture with lines, as in the following figure:

This indented border, which was made to
represent a cord of black and white threads,
was, I think, in time mistaken for tessellm, or
little stones ; an error probably originating

TESSELLATED

TESTS

in confounding it with the tessellated pavement, which was another one of the ornaments of the Lodge.
find that we have for this symbol five
diflferent names: in English, the indented
tarsel, the indented tassel, the indented tessel, thetassellated border, and the tessellated
border; in French, the houpe dentelee, or
indented tessel and in German, the Schnur
von starken Faden, or the cord of strong

board being a representation of the Lodge,
the
and it symbolizes the bond of love
mystic tie which binds the Craftwheresoever dispersed into one band of brotherhood.
Tessel, Indented, See Tessellated
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We

;

threads.

The

question what

is

the true tessellated

border would not be a difficult one to answer, if it were not for the variety of names
given to it in the English rituals. We
know by tradition, and by engravings that
have been preserved, that during the ceremonies of initiation in the early part of
the last century the symbols of the Order
were marked out in chalk on the floor, and
that this picture was encircled by a waving
cord.
This cord was ornamented with
tassels, and formerly a border to the tracing on the floor was called the indented
tassel, the cord and the tufts att-ached to it
being the tassel, which, being by its wavy
direction partly in and partly outside of
the picture, was said to be indented. This
indented tassel was subsequently corrupted
by illiterate Masons into indented tarsel, the
appellation met with in some of the early
catechisms.
Afterwards, looking to its decoration with
tassels and to its position as a border to the
tracing-board, it was called the tassellated
border.
In time the picture on the floor
was transferred to a permanent tracingboard, and then the tassels were preserved
at the top, and the rest of the cord was represented around the board in the form of
white and black angular spaces. These

were mistaken for
sellated border was

and the tasby a natural cor-

little stones,

called,

ruption, the tessellated border. Many years
ago, when I firstmet with the ideaof this cor-

ruption from tassellated to tessellated, which
was suggested to Dr. Oliver by " a learned
Scottish Mason," whose name he does not
give, I was inclined to doubt its correctSubsequent investigations have led
ness.
me to change that opinion. I think that I
can readily trace the gradual steps of cor-

ruption and change from the origmal

name

indented tassel, which the early French Masons had literally translated by houpe dentelee, to indented tarsel, and sometimes, according to Oliver, to indented trasel; then to
iassellated border, and, finally, to tessellated

name which it now bears.
The form and the meaning of the symbol
are now apparent. The tessellated border,
border, the

as

it

is

called, is

a cord, decorated with

which surrounds the tracing-board
of an Entered Apprentice, the said tracing-

tassels,

—

—

Border.

Tessera Hospitalis.

Latin.

Lit-

the token of the guest," or " the
hospitable die." It was a custom among
the ancients, that when two persons formed
an alliance of friendship, they took a small
piece of bone, ivory, stone, or even wood,
which they divided into two parts, each
erally, "

one inscribing his name upon his half.
They then made an exchange of the pieces,
each promising to retain the part intrusted
to him as a perpetual token of the covenant
into which they had entered, of which
its production at any future time would be
a proof and a reminder. See the subject
more fully treated in the article Mark.

Testimony. In Masonic trials the
testimony of witnesses is taken in two
ways
that of profanes by affidavit, and
that of Masons on their Masonic obliga-

—

tion.

Tests. Test questions, to which the
conventional answers would prove the Masonic character of the person interrogated,
were in very common use in the last century in England. They were not, it is true,
enjoined by authority, but were conventionally used to such an extent that every
Mason was supposed to be acquainted with
them. They are now obsolete ; but not a
quarter of a century ago I heard such
"catch questions "as "Where does the
Master hang his hat?" and a few others
equally trivial, used in this country.
Oliver gives (Oolden Remains, iv. 14,) the
following as the tests in use in the early
part of the la-st century. They were introduced by Desaguliers and Anderson at the
revival in 1717.
Some of them, however,
were of a higher character, being taken
from the catechism or lecture then in use
as a part of the instructions of the Entered
Apprentice.
What is the place of the Senior Entered
Apprentice ?
What are the fixed lights?
How ought the Master to be served?
What is the punishment of a cowan?
What is the bone box ?
How is it said to be opened only with
ivory keys ?
By what is the key suspended ?
What is the clothing of a Mason?
What is the brand ?
How high was the door of the middle
chamber?

What does
The name

this stone smell of?
of an Entered Apprentice?

:

TESTS

TEST

The name of a Fellow Craft?
The name of Master Mason?
In the year 1730, Martin Clare having,
by order of the Grand Lodge, remodelled
the lectures, he abolished the old tests and
introduced the following

new

here?

What recommendation do you bring?
Do you know the secrets of Masonry?
Where do you keep them?
Have you the key?
Where is it deposited?
When you were made a Mason, what did
you consider most desirable?
What is the name of your Lodge?

Where

What

How

is it

situated?

foundation?
did you enter the Temple of Solois its

mon?

How many windows did you see there?
What is the duty of the youngest apprentice?

Have you

ever worked as a Mason?
did you work with?
Salute me as a Mason.
Ten years afterwards Clare's tests were
superseded by a new series of " examination questions," which were promulgated
by Dr. Manningham, and very generally
adopted.
They are as follows
Where were you made a Mason?
What did you learn there?
How do you hope to be rewarded?

What

:

What

access

have you

to that

fortitude

What is its name?
With what have you worked as a Mason?
Explain the sprig of Cassia.
How old are you?

ones.

Whence came you?

Who brought you

Did you endure the brand with
and patience?
The situation of the Lodge ?
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Grand

Lodge?

Preston subsequently, as his first contribution to Masonic literature, presented the
following Siystem of tests, which were at a
later period adopted.

Whither are you bound?
Are you a Mason ?
How do you know that?
How will you prove it to me?
Where were you made a Mason ?
When were you made a Mason ?
By whom were you made a Mason ?
From whence come you ?
What recommendation do you bring ?
Any other recommendation ?
Where are the secrets of Masonry kept ?
To whom do you deliver them ?
How do you deliver them?
In what manner do you serve your Master?

What is
What is

your name?
the name of your son ?
If a Brother were lost, where should you

hope

to find

him ?

How should you expect h im to be clothed ?
How blows a Mason's wind?

Why does

it thus blow ?
time is it?
These Prestonian tests continued in use
until the close of the last century, and Dr.

What

How many steps?

Oliver says that at his initiation, in 1801,

What are their names?
How many qualifications

he was fully instructed in them.
Tests of this kind appear to have existed
at an early period.
The " examination of

are required in

a Mason?

What is the standard of a Mason's faith?
What is the standard of his actions?
Can you name the

peculiar characterisof a Mason's Lodge?
What is the interior composed of?
are we termed Brethren ?
By what badge is a Mason distinguished?
To what do the reports refer?
How many principal points are there in

tics

Why

Masonry ?
To what do they
Their names?

refer ?

The allusion ?
Thomas Dunckerley subsequently made
a new arrangement of the lectures, and
with them the tests. For the eighteen
which composed the series of Manningham, he invented ten, but which were more
significant and important in their bearing.

They were

How

as follows

ought a Mason to be clothed ?
When were you born ?
Where were you born ?
How were you born?

6B

a Steinmetz," given by Findel in his History
of Freemasonry, presents all the characteristics of the English " tests."
The French Masons have one, "Comment gtes vous entrg dans le Temple de
Salomon?" and in this country, besides the
one already mentioned, there are a few
others which are sometimes used, but without legal authority.
review of these
tests will, I think, lead to the conclusion
adopted by Oliver, that " they are doubtless of great utility, but in their selection
a pure and discriminating taste has not always been used."
In the year 1829, during
Test
the anti-Masonic excitement in this country, the Grand Lodge of New York proposed, as a safeguard against " the introduction of impostors among the workmen," a
test word to be used in all examinations in
addition to the legitimate tests. But as
this was deemed an innovation on the
landmarks, and as it was impossible that
it could ever become universal, the Grand

A

Word.

:

TETRAGRAMMATON

TETEACTYS
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Lodges of the United States very properly cially that of initiation, upon it. The exact
words of the oath are given in the Golden
rejected it, and it was never used.
Tetractys. The Greek word Terpaicrv^ Verses, and are referred to by Jamblichus
signifies, literally, the number four, and is in his Life of Pythagoras :
therefore synony-

*

mous with the
quaternion/ but it
_
has been pecu*
liarly applied to a
symbol of the Pythagoreans, which
.
_
"
^
is composed often
dots ai-ranged in
Q a triangular form
f
^
of four rows.
This figure was in itself, as a whole, emblematic of the Tetragrammaton, or sacred
name of four letters, (for tetractys, in Greek,
means /o«r,) and was undoubtedly learned

Nut

ltd

Hayav

^X^

irapaiwia TSrpaKTvv
rhv iiitripa
iofdov ^vcsus, dAX' epXfiv oj* rpyov.

it by him who has transmitted into
our soul the sacred tetractys.
The source of nature, whose course is eternal."

"I swear

Jamblichus gives a different phraseology
of the oath, but with substantially the same
meaning. In the symbols of Masonry, we
will find the sacred delta bearing the nearest analogy to the tetractys of the Pythagoreans.

The outline of these points form, it will
by Pythagoras during his visit to Babylon. be perceived, a triangle; and if we draw
But the parts of which it is composed were short lines from point to point, we will
also pregnant symbols. Thus the one point have within this great triangle nine smaller
was a symbol of the active principle or ones. Dr. Hemming, in his revision of the

creator, the two points of the passive principle or matter, the three of the world proceeding from their union, and the four of
the liberal arts and sciences, which may be
said to complete and perfect that world.
This arrangement of the ten points in a
triangular form was called the tetractys or
number four, because each of the sides .of
the triangle consisted of four points, and

the whole number of ten was made up by
the summation of the first four figures, 1 -j2-1-3 4-4
10.
Hierocles says, in his Commentaries on the
Golden Verses (v. 47) : " But how comes
God to be the Tetractys ? This thou may st
learn in the sacred book ascribed to Pythag-

=

oras, in

which God

English lectures, adopted in 1813, thus explains this symbol
" The great triangle

is generally denominated Pythagorean, because it served as a
principal illustration of that philosopher's
system. This emblem powerfully elucidates
the mystical relation between the numerical
and geometrical symbols. It
is composed of
ten points, so

arranged as to
form one great
equilateral
angle, and

at

the same time
to divide it into nine simi-

celebrated as the

is

tri-

number of numbers. For if all things exist
by His eternal decrees, it is evident that in
each species of things the number depends smaller dimensions.

The

lar triangles of
first of these,

on the cause that produces them.
Now
the power of ten is four for before we come
to a complete and perfect decade, we discover
all the virtue and perfection of the ten in
the four. Thus, in assembling all numbers
from one to four inclusive, the whole composition makes ten," etc.
And Dacier, in his Notes on these Commentaries and on this particular passage,
remarks that " Pythagoras, having learned
in Egypt the name of the true God, the
mysterious and ineffable name Jehovah,
and finding that in the original tongue it
was composed of four letters, translated it
into his own language by the word tetractys, and gave the true explanation of it,

representing unity,

saying that it properly signified the source
of nature that perpetually rolls along."
So much did the disciples of Pythagoras
venerate the tetractys, that it is said that
they took their most solemn oaths, espe-

Dr. Hemming does not appear to have improved on the Pythagorean symbolization.
Tetragranimatoii. In Greek, it signifies a word of four letters.
It is the title
given by the Talmudists to the name of

.

.

.

;

is called a monad, and
answers to what is denominated a point in
geometry, each being the principle by the
multiplication of which all combinations
of form and number are respectively generated. The next two points are denominated a duad, representing the number two,
and answers to the geometrical line which,
consisting of length without breadth, is
bounded Dy two extreme points. The three
following points are called the triad, representing the number three, and may be considered as having an indissoluble relation

which consist of length
and breadth, when contemplated as abto all superficies,

stracted from thickness."

;

TEUTONIC

TEXAS

God Jehovah, which in the originatHebrew
consists of four letters, niiT' ^®^ Jeho-

ceiving Prussia proper as a brief of the
kings of Poland.
In 1511, Albert, Margrave of Brandenburg, was elected their Grand Master. In
1525 he abandoned the vows of his Order
became a Protestant, and exchanged his
title of Grand Master for that of Duke of
Eastern Prussia; and thus the dominion of
the Knights was brought to an end, and
the foundation laid of the future kingdom
of Prussia.
The Order, however, still continued its
existence, the seat of the Grand Master
being at Mergentheim, in Swabia. By the
peace of Presburg, in 1805, the Emperor
Francis II. obtained the Grand Master-

vah.

Teutonic Kniglits. The

origin of

Order was an humble but a pious one.
During the Crusades, a wealthy gentleman

this

of Germany, who resided at Jerusalem,
commiserating the condition of his country-

men who came

there as pilgrims,

made

his

house their receptacle, and afterwards built
a hospital, to which, by the permission
of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, he added
an oratory dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
Other Germans coming from Lubeck and
Bremen contributed to the extension of
this charity, and erected at Acre, during
the third Crusade, asumptuous hospital, and
assumed the title of Teutonic Knights, or
Brethren of the Hospital of our Lady of
the Germans of Jerusalem. They elected
Henry Walpott their first Master, and
adopted for their government a Rule closely
approximating to that both of the Templars and the Hospitallers, with an additional one that none but Germans should
be admitted into the Order. Their dress
consisted of a white mantle, with a black
Clark says
cross embroidered in gold.
{Hid. of Knighthood, ii. 60,) that the original
badge, which was as"
signed to them by the
Emperor Henry VI.,
was a black cross potent; and that form of
cross has ever since
been known as a TeuJohn,
tonic Cross.
king of Jerusalem,
added the cross double
potent gold, that is, a
cross potent of gold on the black cross.
The Emperor Frederick II. gave them the
black double-headed eagle, to be borne in
an inescutcheon in the centre of the cross ;
and St. Louis, of France, added to it, as an
augmentation, a blue chief strewn with
fleur-de-lis.

During the siege of Acre they did good
service to the Christian cause but on the
fall of that city, the main body returned to
;

Europe with Frederick II. For many
years they were engaged in crusades against
the pagan inhabitants of Prussia and
Poland. Ashmole says that in 1340 they
built the city of Maryburg, and there established the residence of their Grand
Master. They were for a long time engaged in contests with the kings of Poland
on account of their invasion of their terri-

ship, with all its rights

they bid defiance to ecclesiastical
censures, and the contest ended in their re-

ince,

privileges.

In

1809 Napoleon abolished the Order, but
still has a titular existence in Austria.

it

Attempts have been made to incorporate
the Teutonic Knights into Masonry, and
their cross has been adopted in some of the
high degrees. But we fail to find in history the slightest traces of any actual connection between the two Orders.

Texas.

Freemasonry was introduced

in Texas by the formation of a Lodge at
Brazoria, which met for the first time, December 27, 1835. The Dispensation for
this Lodge was granted by J. H. Holland,
Grand Master of Louisiana, and in his
honor the Lodge was called Holland Lodge,
No. 36. It continued to meet until February, 1836, when the war with Mexico put
an end to its labors for the time. In October, 1837, it was reopened at Houston, a
Charter having in the interval been issued
for it by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. In

the meantime two other Lodges had been
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,

Milam, No. 40, at Nacogdoches, and McFarlane, No. 41, at San Augustine. Delegates from these Lodges met at Houston,
December 20, 1837, and organized the
Grand Lodge of the Eepubiic of Texas,
Anson Jones being elected Grand Master.
The introduction of Eoyal Arch Masonry into Texas was accompanied with
some diflBculties. In 1838, the General
Grand Chapter of the United States granted
a Charter for a Chapter at San Felipe de
Austin. The members, finding it impracticable to meet at that place, assumed the responsibility of opening it at Galveston,
which was done June 2, 1840. This irregular action was, on application, healed
by the General Grand Chapter. Subsequently this body united with two illegal
Chapters in the Eepubiic to form a Grand
Chapter. This body was declared illegal
by the General Grand Chapter, and Ma-

They were excommunicated by Pope
John XXII., but relying on their great
strength, and the remoteness of their prov- sonic intercourse with
tory.

and

811

it

prohibited.

The

submitted to the
decree, and the so-called Grand Chapter of

Chapter at Galveston
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T.-. G.-. A.-. 0.-. T.-.

THEOSOPHISTS

U.-

Texas was dissolved. Charters were then
granted by the Greneral Grand Chapter to
seven other Chapters, and in 1850 the Grand
Chapter of Texas was duly established.
The Grand Commandery of Texas was
organized January 19, 1855.
The iniT.-. G.-. A.'. O.*. T.'. U.',
tials of The Grand Architect of The Universe.
Often used in this abbreviated form by Masonic writers.

Thanimnz.

Spelled also Tammuz.
by the apostate Jews

A deity worshipped

in the time of Ezekiel, and supposed by
most commentators to be identical with the
Syrian god Adonis. See Adonis, Mysteries of.
Thanks. It is a usage of French Masonry, and in the high degrees of some
otlier Rites, for the candidate, after his initiation and the address of the orator to
him, to return thanks to the Lodge for the
honor that has been conferred upon him.
It is a voluntary and not an obligatory
duty, and is not practised in the Lodges of
the York and American Rites.
Tlieism. Theological writers have defined theism as being the belief in the existence of a deity who, having created the
world, directs its government by the constant
exercise of his beneficent power, in contradistinction to atheism, which denies the
existence of any such creative and superin-

tending being. In this sense, theism is
the fundamental religion of Masonry, on
which is superimposed the additional and
peculiar tenets of each of its disciples.

untenable, but his views of the true philosophy of Freemasonry are worthy of profound study.
Theological Tirtnes. Under the
name of the Cardinal Virtues, because all
the other virtues hinged upon them, the
ancient Pagans gave the most prominent
place in their system of ethics to Temperance, Prudence, Fortitude, and Justice.
But the three virtues taught in the theology
of St. Paul, Faith, Hope, and Charity, as
such were unknown to them. To these, as
taking a higher place and being more intimately connected with the relations of man
to God, Christian writers have given the
name of the Theological Virtues. They
have been admitted into the system of Masonry, and are symbolized in the Theological "ladder of Jacob.
Theoricus. The twelfth degree of the
German Rose Croix.

Theosophists.
theosophists

There were many

— enthusiasts whom Vaughan
—

calls "noble specimens of the mystic"
but those with whom the history of Masonry has most to do were the mystical re-

ligious thinkers of the last century,

who

supposed that they were possessed of a
knowledge of the Divinity and his works

by supernatural inspiration, or who

re-

garded the foundation of their mystical
tenets as resting on a sort of Divine intuition.
Such were Swedenborg, who, if not
himself a Masonic reformer, has supplied
the materials of many degrees the Morabrethren, the object of whose associais said to have been originally the
propagation of the Gospel under the Masonic veil St. Martin, the founder of the
Philalethans Pernetty, to whom we owe
the Order of Illuminati at Avignon and
Chastanier, who was the inventor of the
Rite of Illuminated Theosophists. The
object proposed in all these theosophic degrees was the regeneration of man, and his
reintegration into the primitive innocence
;

Tlieocratic Philosoptay ofFree- vian
masonry. This is a term invented by tion
Dr. Oliver to indicate that view of Free-

masonry which intimately connects

its

symbols with the teachings of pure religion,
and traces them to the primeval revelations
of God to man, so that the philosophy of
Masonry shall develop the continual government of the Divine Being. Hence he
says " It is the Theocratic Philosophy of
Freemasonry that commands our unqualified esteem, and seals in our heart that love
for the Institution which will produce an
:

active religious faith and practice, and
lead in the end to ' a building not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.'" He
has developed this system in one of his
works entitled, Ths Theocratic Philosophy
of Freemasonry, in twelve lectures on its
Speculative, Operative, and Serious Branches.
In this work he enters with great minute-

ness into an examination of the speculative character of the Institution and of its
operative division, which he contends had
been practised as an exclusively scientific
pursuit from the earliest times in every
country of the world. Many of the legendary speculations advanced in this work
will be rejected at this day as unsound and

;

;

;

from which he had fallen by original sin.
Theosophic Masonry was, in fact, nothing
else than an application of the speculative
ideas of Jacob Biibme, of Swedenborg, and
mystical philosophers of the same
his Hours with the Mystics, (ii. 46,) thus describes the earlier theosophists of the fourteenth century " They
believed devoutly in the genuineness of the

other
class.

Vaughan,

m

:

Kabbala. They were persuaded that, beneath all the floods of cnange, this oral tradition had perpetuated its life unharmed
even
from the days of Moses downward
as Jewish fable taught them that the cedars
alone, of all trees, had continued to spread
the strength of their invulnerable arms
below the waters of the deluge. They rejoiced in the hidden lore of that book as in

—

THERAPEUT^
a treasure rich with the germs of all philosophy. They maintained that from its
marvellous leaves man might learn the angelic heraldry of the skies, the mysteries
of the Divine nature, the means of converse
with the potentates of heaven."
Add to this an equal reverence for the
unfathomable mysteries contained in the
prophecies of Daniel and the vision of the
Evangelist, with a proneness to give to
everything divine a symbolic interpretation, and you have the true character of
those later theosophists who labored to invent their particular systems of Masonry.
For more of this subject, see the article on
Saint Martin.

Nothing now remains of theosophic Masonry except the few traces left through the
influence of Zinnendorf in the Swedish system, and what we find in the Apocalyptic
degrees of the Scottish Rite. The systems of
Swedenborg, Pernetty, Paschalis, St. Martin, and Chastanier have all become obsolete.

Therapeutse. An

ascetic sect of Jews
in the first century after Christ, whom Mil-

man

the ancestors of the Christian
hermits. They resided near
Alexandria, in Egypt, and bore a striking
resemblance in their doctrines to those of
the Essenians. They were, however, much
influenced by the mystical school of Alexandria, and, while they borrowed much
from the Kabbala, partook also in their
speculations of Pythagorean and Orphic
Their system pervades some of the
ideas.
high degrees of Masonry. The best account
of them is given by Philo Judasus.
Theurgy. From the Greek 2%eos, God,
a.n6.ergon, work.
The ancients thus called
the whole art of magic, because they believed its operations to be the result of an
intercourse with the gods. But the moderns have appropriated it to that species of
calls

monks and

THORY
I
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and female powers of nature united, because it is composed of the sum of the four
odd numbers, 1 + 3+5 + 7
16, added to

=

+ +

the sum of the four even numbers, 2
4
6
8
20
20, for 16
86.
It has, however, no place among the sacred numbers
of Masonry.

+ =

+

=

Thirty-Third Degree.
eign

Grand

See Sover-

Inspector General.

Thory, €laude Antoine. A

dis-

tinguished French Masonic writer, who was
born at Paris, May 26, 1759. He was by
profession an advocate, and held the official
position of Registrar of the Criminal Court
of the Chatelet, and afterwards of first adjunct of the Mayor of Paris. He was a
member of several learned societies, and a
naturalist of considerable reputation. He

devoted his attention more particularly to
botany, and published several valuable
works on the genus Rosa, and also one on
strawberries, which was published after his
death.

Thory took an important part, both as
an actor and a writer, in the Masonic
history of France. He was a member of
the Lodge "Saint Alexandre d'Ecosse,"
and of the " Contrat Social," out of whose
incorporation into one proceeded the Moth^

Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Rite,
of which Thory may be justly called the
founder. He was at its constitution made
the presiding officer, and afterwards its
In
treasurer, and keeper of its archives.
this last capacity, he made a collection of rare
and valuable manuscripts, books, medals,
seals, jewels, bronze figures, and other obUnder
jects connected with Freemasonry.
his administration, the library and museum
of the Mother Lodge became perhaps the
most valuable collection of the kind in
France or in any other country. After the
Mother Lodge had ceased its labors in
1826, this collection passed by a previous
magic which operates by celestial means as stipulation into the possession of the Lodge
opposed to natural magic, which is effected of Mont Thabor, which was the oldest of
by a knowledge of the occult powers of the Rite.
Thory, while making collections for the
nature, and necromancy or magic effected
by the aid of evil spirits. Attempts have Lodge, had amassed for himself a fund of
been made by some speculative authors to the most valuable materials towards the
apply this high magic, as it is also called, history of Freemasonry, which he used
to an interpretation of Masonic symbolism. with great efl'ect in his subsequent publicaThe most notorious and the most prolific tions. In 1813'he published the Annates
writer on this subject is Louis Alphouse Originis Magni Galliarum Orientis, ou EisConstance, who, under the name of Eliphas toire de la Fondation du Grand Orient de
Levy, has given to the world numerous France, in 1 vol., 8vo; and in 1815 his
works on the dogma and ritual, the history Acta Latomorwn, ou Clironologie de I'lfisand the interpretation, of this theurgic Ma- toire de la Frano-Magonnerie, Franfaise et
Urangire, in 2 vols., 8vo.
sonry.
The value of these works, especially of
Third Degree. See Master Mason.
See the latter, if not as well-digested histories,
Thirty - Second Degree.
certainly as important contributions for
Prince of the Boyal Secret.
Thirty-Six. In the Pythagorean doc- Masonic history, cannot be denied. Yet
trine of numbers, 36 symbolized the male they have been variously appreciated by his
er

:

THOUX
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contemporaries.

Rebold

THREE

(Hist, des 3

G. L.,

p. 531,) says of the AnTiaks, that it is one
of the best historical productions that

French Masonic

literature possesses; while
Besuchet {JPreds Sistorique, ii. 275,) charges
that he has attempted to discharge the
functions of a historian without exactitude and without impartiality. These discordant views are to be attributed to the
active part that Thory took in the contests between the Grand Orient and the
Scottish Bite, and the opposition which he
offered to the claims of the former to the

Supreme
will

form

Thory

as

Masonic authority.
Posterity
judgment on the character of
a Masonic historian without refits

erence to the evanescent rivalry of parties.
He died in October, 1827.

Thoiix de Salverte. Founder
1763, at

which

in

tures of the last century,

In the

we

earliest lec-

find this cate-

it

perfect har-

;

as

we

see in Virgil's eighth eclogue

tibi hsec primmn, triplici diversa colore,
Licia circurado, terque banc altaria circum
Effigiem duco."

i.e.,

:

Have you

the key of the Lodge ?
A. " Yes, I have.
Q. "What is its virtue?
A. "To open and shut, and shut and
open.
Q. " Where do you keep it ?

A. "In an ivory box, between my tongue
my teeth, or within my heart, where all

and

my

called

mony. So sacred was this number deemed
by the ancients, that we find it designating
some of the attributes of almost all the
gods. The thunder-bolt of Jove was threeforked the sceptre of Neptune was a trident; Cerberus, the dog of Pluto, was
three-headed; there were three Fates and
three Furies; the sun had three names,
Apollo, Sol, and Liber; and the moon
three also, Diana, Luna, and Hecate. In
all incantations, three was a favorite number, for, as Virgil says, "numero Deus imparl gaudet," God delights in an odd number.
A triple cord was used, each cord of
three different colors, white, red, and black
and a small image of the subject of the
charm was carried thrice around the altar,
" Terna

see.

Q. "

The Pythagoreans

Warsaw, of the Academy of Secrets,

Thread of Liife.
chism

;

secrets are kept.

Q. " Have vou the chain to the key ?
A. " Yes, I have.
Q. "How long is it?
A. " As long as from my tongue to my
heart."
In a later lecture, this key is said to
" hang by a tow line nine inches or a
span." And later still, in the old Prestonian lecture, it is said to hang by "the
thread of life, in the passage of entrance,
nine inches or a span long, the supposed
distance between guttural and pectoral."
All of which is intended simply to symbolize the close connection which in every

" First I surround thee with these three pieces
of list, and I carry thy image three times round
the altars."

The Druids paid no less respect to this
sacred number. Throughout their whole
system, a reference is constantly made to
its influence
and so far did their veneration for it extend, that even their sacred
poetry was composed in triads.
In all the mysteries, from Egypt to Scandinavia, we find a sacred regard for the
number three. In the rites of Mithras, the
;

Empyrean was said to be supported by
three intelligences, Ormuzd, Mithra, and
Mithras. In the rites of Hindustan, there
was the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, and
Siva.
It was, in short, a general character
of the mysteries to have three principal
oflScers and three grades of initiation.
In Freemasonry, the ternary is the most
sacred of all the mystical numbers. Beginning with the old axiom of the Roman
Mason should exist between his tongue and Artificers, that ires fadunt collegium, or it
his heart, so that the one may utter nothing requires three to malce a college, they have
that the other does not truly dictate.
established the rule that not less than three
Tkree. Everywhere among the an- shall congregate to form a Lodge. Then
cients the number three was deemed the in all the Rites, whatever may be the nummost sacred of numbers.
reverence for. ber of superimposed grades, there lie at the
its mystical virtues is to be found even
basis the three symbolic degrees.
There
among the Chinese, who say that numbers are in all the degrees three principal offibegin at one and are made perfect at three, cers, three supports, three greater and three
and hence they denote the multiplicity of lesser lights, three movable and three imany object by repeating the character which movable jewels, three principal tenets, three
stands for it three times. In the philoso- working-tools of a Fellow Craft, three prinphy of Plato, it was the image of the Su- cipal orders of architecture, three chief
preme Being, because it includes in itself human senses, three Ancient Grand Masthe properties of the two first numbers, and ters. In fact, everywhere in the system the
because, as A ristotle says, it contains within number three is presented as a
prominent
itself a beginning, a middle, and an end. symbol.
So much is this the case, that all

A

THREE

TIE

other mystical numbers depend upon
each is a multiple of three, its square
or its cube, or derived from them. Thus,
9, 27, 81, are formed by the multiplication
of three, as 3 X 3
9, and 3^ X 3
27,
and 32 X 32
81.
But in nothing is the Masonic signification of the ternary made more interesting
than in its connection with the sacred delta,
the symbol of Deity. See Triangle.

very generally adopted in other countries.
In the United States, the use of this abbreviation is gradually extending.
Three Senses. Of the five human
senses, the three which are the most important in Masonic symbolism are Seeing,
Hearing, and Feeling, because of their re-

tlie
it,

for

=

=

=

Three Olobes, Rite of the

Grand I<odge of the. On September
the Lodge of the Three Globes, zu
den drei Weltkugeln, was established in the
city of Berlin, Prussia.
In 1744 it assumed
the rank and title of a Grand Mother Lodge.
It is now one of the three Prussian Grand
Lodges. At first it worked, like all the
other Lodges of Germany, in the English
system of three degrees, and adopted the
English Book of Constitutions as its law.
But it subsequently became infected with
the high degrees, which were at one time so
popular in Germany, and especially with
the Strict Observance system of Von Hund,
which it accepted in 1766. At the extinction of that system the Grand Lodge
adopted one of its own, in doing which it
was assisted by the labors of Dr. I. F.
ZoUner, the Grand Master. Its Rite consists of seven high degrees added to the
three primitive. The latter are under the
control of the Grand Lodge but the seven
higher ones are governed by an Internal
13, 1740,

;

whose members are, howby the Grand Lodge. The
Eite is practised by about two hundred
Lodges in Germany.

Supreme

Orient,

ever, elected

Three Grand

Offerings.

See
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spective reference to certain modes of recognition, and because, by their use. Masons
are enabled to practise that universal language the possession of which is the boast
of the Order.
Steps. See Steps on the Mas-

Three

ter's

Carpet.

Threshing-Floor. Among

the Hebrews, circular spots of hard ground were
used, as now, for the purpose of threshing
After they were properly prepared
corn.
for the purpose, they became permanent
possessions.
One of these, the property of
Oman the Jebusite, was on Mount Moriah.
It was purchased by David, for a place of
sacrifice, for six hundred shekels of gold,
and on it the Temple was afterwards built.

Hence it is sometimes used as a symbolic
name for the Temple of Solomon or for a
Master's Lodge. Thus it is said in the
ritual that the Mason comes " from the
lofty tower of Babel,

where language was
lost," and that he

confounded and Masonry

is travelling " to the threshing-floor of Oman
the Jebusite, where language was restored
and Masonry found." The interpretation
of this rather abstruse symbolic expression
is that on his initiation the Mason comes
out of the profane world, where there is
ignorance and darkness and confusion as
there was at Babel, and that he is approaching the Masonic world, where, as at the

Temple built on Oman's threshing-floor,
Grmmd-Floor of the Lodge.
Three Points. Three points in a there is knowledge and light and order.
triangular form (.*.) are placed after letters
Throne. The seat occupied by the
in a Masonic document to indicate thatsuch Grand Master in the Grand Lodge of Engletters are the initials of a Masonic title or land is called the throne, in allusion, probof a technical word in Masonry, as G.". M.'. ably, to the throne of Solomon. In Amerfor Grand Master, or G.". L.'. for Grand ican Grand Lodges it is styled the Oriental
Lodge. It is not a symbol, but simply a Chair of Solomon, a title which is also given

The attempt, therethe Hebrew three yods,
a Kabbalistic sign of the Tetragrammaton,
or any other ancient symbol, is futile. It
is an abbreviation, and nothing more;
although it is probable that the idea was
suggested by the sacred character of the
number three as a Masonic number, and
these three dots might refer to the position
of the three officers in a French Lodge.
Bagon says (Orthod. Magon., p. 71,) that the
mark was first used by the Grand Orient of
France in a circular issued August 12, 1774,
in which we read "G.'. O.". de France."
The abbreviation is now constantly used in
French documents, and, although not accepted by the English Masons, has been
mark of abbreviation.
fore, to trace it to

Master of a subordinate
Lodge.
In ecclesiology, the seat in a cathedral
occupied by a bishop is called a throne;
and in the Middle Ages, according to Du
Cange, the same title was not only applied
to the seats of bishops, but often also to those
of abbots, or even priests who were in possession of titles or churches.
See Urim and Thwmmim.
Tie. The first clause in the covenant
of Masonry which refers to the preservation
to the seat of the

Thummim.

of the secrets is technically called the tie.
It is substantially the same in the covenant
of each degree, from the lowest to the
highest.

Tie, Mystic.

See Mystic

Tie.

•

TITLES

TIEECE
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Tierce,

De

He

la.

was the

first

translator of Anderson's Constitutions into

French, the manuscript of which he says
that he prepared during his residence in
London. He afterwards published it at
Frankfort, in 1743, with the title of Sistoire, obligations ei statuts de la tr&s venerable confrafernite des Francs-Magons, tirez de
leur archives et con/ormes aux traditions les
plus anciennes, etc. De la Tierce is said to
nave been, while in London, an intimate
friend of Anderson, the first edition of
whose Constitutions he used when he compiled his manuscript in 1725.
But he improved on Anderson's work by dividing the
history in epochs. This course Anderson
pursued in his second edition ; which circumstance has led Schneider, in the Neuen
Journale zur Freimaurerei, to suppose that,
in writing that second edition, Anderson
was aided by the previous labors of De la
Tierce, of whose work he was most probably in possession.
Lodge is said to be tiled when
Tile.
the necessary precautions have been taken
to prevent the approach of unauthorized
persons and it is said to be the first duty
of every Mason to see that this is done
before the Lodge is opened. The word to
tile is sometimes used in the same sense as
to examine, as when it is said that a visitor
has been tiled, that is, has been examined.
But the expression is not in general use,
nor do I think that it is a correct employment of the term.
Tiler. An officer of a symbolic Lodge,
whose duty is to guard the door of the
Lodge, and to permit no one to pass in who
is not duly qualified, and who has not the
permission of the Master.
necessary qualification of a Tiler is,
therefore, that he should be a Master Mason.
Although the Lodge may be opened
in an inferior degree, no one who has not
advanced to the third degree can legally
discharge the functions of Tiler.
As the Tiler is always compensated for
his services, he is considered, in some sense,
as the servant of the Lodge. It is, therefore, his duty to prepare the Lodge for its
meetings, to arrange the furniture in its
proper place, and to make all other arrangements for the convenience of the Lodge.
The Tiler need not be a member of the
Lodge which he tiles and in fact, in
large cities, one brother very often performs
the duties of Tiler of several Lodges.
This is a very important ofiice, and, like
that of the Master and Wardens, owes its
existence, not to any conventional regulations, but to the very landmarks of the
Order; for, from the peculiar nature of our
Institution, it is evident that there never
could have been a meeting of Masons for

A

;

A

;

Masonic purposes, unless a Tiler had been
present to guard the Lodge from intrusion.
The title is derived from the operative
art; for as in Operative Masonry the Tiler,
when the edifice is erected, finishes and
covers it with the roof (of tiles), so in
Speculative Masonry, when the Lodge is
duly organized, the Tiler closes the door,
and covers the sacred precincts from all intrusion.

Tiler's Oath. See Oath, Tiler's.
Tilly de Grasse. See Grasse, Tilly de.
Timbre. The French Masons so call
a stamp, consisting of the initials or monogram of the Lodge, which is impressed in
black or red ink upon every official document emanating from the Lodge. When
such a document has the seal also attached,
is said to be "timbr6e et scellfee," i. e.,
stamped and sealed. The timbre, which
differs from the seal, is not used in English
or American Lodges.
Time. The image of Time, under the
conventional figure of a winged old man
with the customary scythe and hour-glass,
has been adopted as one of the modern
symbols in the third degree. He is repreit

sented as attempting to disentangle the
ringlets of a weeping virgin who stands
before him. This, which is apparently a
never-ending task, but one which Time undertakes to perform, is intended to teach
the Mason that time, patience, and perseverance will enable him to accomplish the
great object of a Mason's labor, and at last to
obtain that true Word which is the symbol
of Divine Truth. Time, therefore, is in
this connection the symbol of well-directed
perseverance in the performance of duty.

Time and Circumstances.

The

answer to the question in the ritual of initiation,

"

Has he made

suitable

profi-

ciency?" is sometimes made, "Such as
time and circumstances would permit." This
is an error, and may be a mischievous one,
as leading to a careless preparation of the
candidate for qiialification to advancement.
The true reply is, " He has." See Advancement.

Tirshattaa.

The

given to the
It was borne
by Zerubbabel and Nehemiah. It is supposed to be derived from the Persian torsch,
title

Persian governors of Judea.

austere or severe, and is therefore, says
Gesenius, equivalent to "Your Severity."
It is in the modern ritual of the Supreme
Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of
the United States the title of the presiding
officer of a Council of Princes of Jerusalem.
It is also the title of the presiding officer
of the Royal Order of Heredom of Kilwinning.
Titles. The titles conferred in the rituals
of Masonry upon various officers are often

:

TITLES

TOASTS

apparently grandiloquent, and have given
occasion to some, who have not understood
their true meaning, to call them absurd and
bombastic. On this subject Brother Albert
Pike has, in the following remarks, given a
proper significance to Masonic titles
"Some of these titles we retain; but they
have with us meanings entirely consistent
with the spirit of equality, which is the
foundation and peremptory law of its being,
of all Masonry. The Knight, with us, is he
who devotes his hand, his heart, his brain
to the service of Masonry, and professes
himself the sworn soldier of truth
the
Prince is he who aims to be chief [Princeps],
:

leader among his equals, in virtue and
good deeds the Sovereign is he who, one
of an Order whose members are all sovereigns, is supreme only because the law and
Constitutions are so which he administer.s,
and by which he, like every other brother,

first,

:

governed. The titles Puissant, Potent,
Wise, and Venerable indicate that power
of virtue, intelligence, and wisdom which
those ought to strive to attain who are
placed in high offices by the suffrages of
their brethren ; and all our other titles and
designations have an esoteric meaning consistent with modesty and equality, and
which those who receive them should fully
is

understand."
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;

" of Maryland, of the District of
Columbia, of Florida, of Michigan, of Missouri, and of California, is the " Grand
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons " of
South Carolina is the "Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons;"
of all the other States the title is simply
the " Grand Lodge."
Tito. A significant word in the high
sons

;

degrees. The Scottish Rite rituals give the
name of Tito, Prince Harodim, to him who
they say was the first who was appointed by
Solomon a Provost and Judge. This person appears to be altogether mythical the
word is not found in the Hebrew language,
nor has any meaning been given to it. He
is represented as having been a favorite of
the king of Israel. He is said to have presided over the Lodge of Intendants of the
Building, and to have been one of the twelve
illustrious knights who were set over the
twelve tribes, that of Naphtali being placed
under his care. The whole of this legend
is, of course, connected with the symbolic
signification of those degrees.
Toasts. Anderson says, in his second
edition, that in 1719 Dr. Desaguliers, having
been installed Grand Master, " forthwith revived the old, regular, and peculiar toasts or
healths of the Freemasons." If Anderson's
statements could be implicitly trusted as
;

Titles of Grand I^odges. The historical facts, we should have to conclude
of the Grand Lodge of England is that a system of regulated toasts prevailed
"the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free in the Lodges before the revival. The cusand Accepted Masons." That of Ireland, tom of drinking healths at banquets is a
"the Grand Masonic Lodge." Of Scot- very old one, and can be traced to the days
land, " the Grand Lodge of the Ancientand of the ancient Greeks and Romans. From
Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted them it was handed down to the moderns,
Masons."
That of France is " the Grand and especially in England we find the " wasOrient." The same title is taken by the hael" of the Saxons, a term used in drinkGrand Lodges or Supreme Masonic author- ing, and equivalent to the modern phrase,
" Your health." Steele, in the Tathr, intiities of Portugal, Belgium, Italy, Spain,
and Greece, and also by the Grand Lodges mates that the word toast began to be apof all the South American States. Of the plied to the drinking of healths in the
German Grand Lodges, the only three that early part of the eighteenth century. And
have distinctive titles are " the Grand Na- although his account of the origin of the
tional Mother Lodge of the Three Globes," word has been contested, it is very evident
" The Grand National Lodge of Germany," that the drinking of toasts was a universal
and " the Grand Lodge Royal York of custom in the clubs and festive associations
Friendship."
In Sweden and Denmark which were common in London about the
they are simply called "Grand Lodges." time of the revival of Masonry. It is thereIn the English possessions of North Amer- fore to be presumed that the Masonic
ica they are also called " Grand Lodges." Lodges did not escape the influences of the
In the United States the title of the Grand convivial spirit of that age, and drinking in
Lodge of Maine, of Massachusetts, of the Lodge room during the hours of refreshRhode Island, of Alabama, of Illinois, of ment was a usual custom, but, as Oliver obtitle

Iowa, of Wisconsin, of Minnesota, and of
Oregon, is the "Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;" of New Hampshire, of Vermont,
of New York, of New Jersey, of Pennsylvania, of Arkansas, and of Indiana, is "the
Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Ma-

5C
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serves, all excess was avoided, and the convivialities of Masonry were regulated by

the Old Charges, which directed the brethren to enjoy themselves with decent mirth,
not forcing any brother to eat or drink
beyond his inclination, nor hindering him

from going home when he pleased. The
drinking was conducted by rule, the Master

,

;

:

TOASTS

TOASTS
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giving the toast, but first inquiring of the
Senior Warden, '"Are you charged in the
West, Brother Senior?" and of the Junior
Warden, " Are you charged in the South,
Brother Junior?" to which appropriate replies heing made, the toast was drunk with
honors peculiar to the Institution. In an old
Masonic song, the following stanza occurs

'"Are yon charged

in the

charged in the South

The Worshipful Master
'

We are charged

West?

you

?'

cries.

in the West,
in the South,'

Each Warden prompt

are

we

are charged

replies."

One of the catechetical works of the last
century thus describ&sthe drinking customs
of the Masons of that period: "The table
being plentifully supplied with wine and
punch, every man has a glass set before
him, and fills it with what he chooses. But
he must drink his glass in turn, or at least
keep the motion with the rest. When,
therefore, a public health is given, the
Master fills first, and desires the brethren
to charge their glasses; and when this is
supposed to be done, the Master says.
Brethren, are you all charged? The Senior
and Junior Wardens answer, We are all
charged in the South and West. Then they
all stand up, and, observing the Masters
motions, (like the soldier his riglit-hand
man,) drink their glasses ofi"." Another
work of the same period says that the first
toast given was " the King and the Craft."
But a still older work gives what it calls
"
Free-Mason's Health " in the followi ng
words " Here's a health to our society and
to every faithflil brother that keeps his oath
of secrecy. As we are sworn to love each
other, the world no Order knows like this
our noble and ancient Fraternity. Let them
wonder at the Mystery. Here, Brother, I
drink to thee."
In time the toasts improved in their style,
and were deemed of so much importance
that lists of them, for the benefit of those
who were deficient in inventive genius,
were published in all the pocket-books,
calendars, and song-books of the Order.
Thus a large collection is to be found in
the Masonic Miscellanies of Stephen Jones.
A few of them will show their technical
character: "To the secret and silent;"
" To the memory of the distinguished
Three;" "To all that live within compass
and square;" "To the memory oftheTyrian artist ;" " To him that first the work
began," etc.
But there was a regular series of toasts
which, besides these voluntary ones, were
always given at the refreshments of the
brethren. Thus, when the reigning sovereign happened to be a member of the Fra-

A

:

given was always
and the Craft."
In the French Lodges the drinking of
toasts was, with the word itself, borrowed
from England. It was, however, subjected
to strict rules, from which there could be
no departure. Seven toasts were called
ternitv, the first toast

" The" King

"Santfes d' obligation," because drinking
obligatory, and could not
be omitted at the Lodge banquet. They
were as follows: 1. The health of the Sovereign and his family; 2. That of the
Grand Master and the chiefs of the Order
3. That of the Master of the Lodge;
4.
That of the Wardens; 5. That of the other
ofiicei's; 6. Tliat of the visitors; 7. That
of all Masons wheresoever spread over
the two hemispheres. In 1872, the Grand
Orient, after long discussions, reduced the
number of saraids cP obligation from seven to
four, and changed their character.
They
are now: 1. To the Grand Orient of France,
the Lodges of its correspondence, and foreign Grand Orients 2. To the Master of
the Lodge; 3. To the Wardens^theoflicers,
affiliated Lodges, and visiting brethren; 4.
To all Masons existing on each hemisphere.
The systematized method of drinking
toasts, which once prevailed in the Lodges
of the English-speaking countries, has been,
to a great extent, abandoned; yet a few

them was made

;

toasts

still

remain, which, although not
still never omit-

absolutely obligatory, are
ted.

Thus no Masonic Lodge would neglect

at its

banquet to

offer,

as its first toast,

a sentiment expressive of respect for the

Grand Lodge.

The venerable Oliver was a great admirer
of the custom of drinking Masonic toasts,
and panegyrizes it in his Book of the Lodge,
He says that at the time of re(p. 147.)
freshment in a Masonic Lodge "the song
appeared to have more zest than in a private company; the toast thrilled more
vividly upon the recollection; and the
small modicum of punch with which it
was honored retained a higher flavor than
the same potation if produced at a private
board." And he adds, as a specimen, the
following " characteristic toast," which he
says was always received with a "profound
expression of pleasure."
" To

him that all things understood.
To him that found the stone and wood,
To him that hapless lost his blood.
In doing of his duty.

To that blest age and that blest morn
Whereon those three great men were bom,
Our noble science to adorn
With Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty."
It is not surprising that he should afterwards pathetically deplore the discontinuance of the custom.

"

TOKEN
Token.

The word

from the Anglo-Saxon

TOMB
token

tacn,

is

derived

which means a

sign, presage, type, or representation, that
which points out something; and this is
traced to tcecan, to teach, show, or instruct,

because by a token we show or instruct
others as to what we are. Bailey, whose
Dictionary was published soon after the revival, defines it as " a sign or maris; " but
it is singular that the word is not found in
either of the dictionaries of Phillips or
Blount, which were the most popular glossaries in the beginning of the last century.
The word was, however, well known to the
Fraternity, and was in use at the time of
the revival with precisely the same meaning that is now given to it as a mode of recognition.
The Hebrew word ni{<, ofh, is frequently
used in Scripture to signify a sign or memorial of something past, some covenant
made or promise given. Thus God says to
Noah, of the rainbow, "it shall be for a
token of a covenant between me and the
earth " and to Abraham he says of circumcision, " it shall be a token of the cove;

;

me and you." In Masonry,
the grip of recognition is called a token,
because it is an outward sign of the covenant of friendship and fellowship entered
into between themera.bers of the Fraternity,
and is to be considered as a memorial of
that covenant which was made, when it
was first received by the candidate, between
him and the Order into which he was then
nant betwixt

initiated.

Neither the French nor the German Masons have a word precisely equivalent to
token, Krause translates it by merkmale,
a sign or representation, but which has no
technical Masonic signification. TheFrench
have only attouchement, which means the
act of touching; and the Germans, griff,
which is the same as the English grip. In
the technical use of the word token, the
English-speaking Masons have an advantage not possessed by those of any other
country.
Tolerance liOdge. When the initiation of Jews was forbidden in the Prussian Lodges, two brethren of Berlin, Von
Hirschfeld and Catter, induced by a spirit
of toleration, organized a Lodge in Berlin
for the express purpose of initiating Jews,
to which they gave the appropriate name
of Tolerance Lodge. This Lodge was not
recognized by the Masonic authorities.

Toleration. The grand characteristic
of Masonry is its toleration in religion and
politics.
In respect to the latter, its toleraThe question of a man's
tion has no limit.
political opinions is not permitted to be
broached in the Lodge; in reference to the
former, it requires only that, to use the lan-
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guage of the old charge. Masons shall be
of
that religion in which all men agree,
leaving iheir particular opinions to themselves."
The same old Charges say, ''No
private piques or quarrels must be brought
within the door of the Lodge, far less any
quarrels about religion, or nations, or state
policy, we being only, as Masons, of the
Catholic religion above-mentioned; we are
also of all nations, tongues, kindreds, and
languages, and are resolved against all
politics, as what never yet conduced to the
welfare of the Lodge, nor ever will."
''

Tomb of Adoniram.

Margoliouth,

in his Hiftory of the Jews, tells the legend
that at Saguntum, in Spain, a sepulchre

was found four hundred years ago, with
the following Hebrew inscription: "This
is the grave of Adoniram, the servant of
King Solomon, who came to collect the tribute, and died on the day
" Margoliouth,

—

who

believes the mythical story, says that
the Jesuit Villepandus, being desirous of
ascertaining if the statements concerning
the tomb were true, directed the Jesuit
students who resided at Murviedro, a small
village erected upon the ruins of Saguntum,
to make diligent search for the tomb and
inscription.
After a thorough investigation, the Jesuit students were shown a
stone on which appeared a Hebrew inscription, much defaced and nearly obliterated, which the natives stated was " the
stnne of Solomon's collector."

Slill unsatis-

they made further search, and discovered a manuscript written in antique
Spanish, and carefully preserved in the
citadel, in which the following entry was
made: "At Saguntum, in the citadel, in
the year of our Lord 1480, a little more or
less, was discovered a sepulchre of surprising antiquity. It contained an embalmed
corpse, not of the usual stature, but taller
than is common. It had and still retains
on the front two lines in the Hebrew language and characters, the sense of which
is: 'The sepulchre of Adoniram, the servant of King Solomon, who came hither to
fied,

collect tribute.'

The story has far more the appearance
of a Talmudic or a Eosicrucian legend than
that of a historical narrative.
of
Ablf. All that is
said of it in Masonry is more properly referred to in the article on the Monument in the
Third Degree. See Monument.

Tomb

Hiram

Tomb of Hiram

of Tyre.

Five

miles to the east of the city of Tyre is an
ancient monument, called by the natives
Kabr Hairan, or the tomb of Hiram. The
tradition that the king of Tyre was there
interred rests only on the authority of the
It bears about it, however, the
natives.
unmista,kable marks of extreme antiquity,

TORRUBIA

TONGUE
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and, as Thompson says, ( The iMnd and Tlie
Book, i. 290,) there is nothing in the monument itself inconsistent with the idea that
it marks the final resting-place of that friend
of Solomon. He thus describes it: "The
base consists of two tiers of great stones,
each three feet thick, thirteeu feet long,
and eight feet eight inches broad. Above
this is one huge stone, a little more than fifteen feet long, ten broad, and three feet four
inches thick. Oyer this is another, twelve
feet three inches long, eight broad, and six

The top stone is a little smaller every
way, and only five feet thick. The entire
height is twenty-one feet. There is nothing
high.

like it in this country, and it may well have
stood, as it now does, ever since the days
of Solomon. The large broken sarcophagi
scattered around it are assigned by tradition
to Hiram's mother, wife, or family."
Dr. Morris, who visited the spot in 1868,
diflferent admeasurement, which
probably more accurate than that of
Thompson. According to him, the first
tier is 14 ft. long, 8 ft. 8 in. broad, 4 ft.
thick. Second tier, 14 ft. long, 8 ft. 8 in.
broad, 2 ft. 10 in. thick. Third tier, 15 ft.

gives a
is

1 in. long, 9 ft. 11 in. broad, 2 ft. 11 in.
thick. Fourth tier, 12 ft. 11 in. long, 7 ft.
8 in. broad, 6 ft. 5 in. thick. Fifth tier, 12
ft. 11 in. long, 7 ft. 8 in. broad, and 3 ft. 6
in. thick.
He makes the height of the
whole 19 ft. 8 in.
Travellers havebeen disposed to give more
credit to the tradition vvhich makes this monument the tomb of the king of Tyre than to
most of the other legends which refer to ancient sepulchres in the Holy Land.
In the early rituals of the
last century, the tongue is called the key to
the secrets of a Mason ; and one of the toasts
that was given in the Lodge was in these
words : " To that excellent key of a Mason's
tongue, which ought always to speak as
well in the absence of a brother as in his

Tongue.

presence and when that cannot be done
with honor, justice, or propriety, that adopts
the virtue of a Mason, which is silence."
Tongue, Instructive. See Instmotive Tongue.
;

Tongue of Good Report.
" under the tongue

Being

of good report " is
equivalent, in Masonic technical language,
to being of good character or reputation.
It is required that the candidate for initiation should be one of whom no tongue speaks
evil. The phrase is an old one, and is found
in the earliest rituals of the last century.
Topaz. In Hebrew, ^~\lQei,pitdah. It
was the second stone in the first row of the
high priest's breastplate, and was referred to
Simeon. The ancient topaz, says King, {Antique Oems, p. 56,) was the present chrysolite, which was furnished irom an island in

the

Red

low,

Sea.

and the

It is of a bright greenish yelsoftest of all precious stones.

Torches. The ancients made use of
torches both at marriages and funerals.
They were also employed in the ceremonies
They have
of the Eleusinian mysteries.
been introduced into the high degrees,
especially on the continent, principally as
marks of honor in the reception of distinguished visitors, on which occasion they
Du Cange
are technically called " stars."
mentions their use during the Middle Ages
on funeral occasions.

Torgau, Constitutions

of. Tora fortified town on the Elbe, in the
Prussian province of Saxony. It was there
that Luther and his friends wrote the
Book of Torgau, which was the foundation
of thesubsequent Augsburg Confession, and
it was there that the Lutherans concluded
a league with the Elector Frederick the

gau

is

The Stonemasons, whose seat was
there in the fifteenth century, had, with the
other Masons of Saxony, accepted the Constitutions enacted in 1459 at Strasburg.
But, finding it necessary to make some
special regulations for their own internal
government, they drew up, in 1462, Constitutions in 112 articles, which are known as
duplithe " Constitutions of Torgau."
cate of these Constitutions was deposited,
in 1486, in the Stonemason's hutte at Eochlitz.
An authenticated copy of this document was published by C. L. Stieglitz at
Leipsic, in 1829, in a work entitled Ueber
die Kirehe der heiligen Kunigunde zu Bocklitz und die Sfeinmetzhiitte daselbst
An abstract of these Constitutions, with critical
comparisons with other Constitutions, was
published by Kloss in his Die Freimaurerei
The Constiin ihrer loahren Bedeutung.
tutions of Torgau are important because,
with those of Strasburg, they are the only
authentic Constitutions of the German
Stonemasons extant.
Wise.

A

Torrnbia, Jesepln.
monk, who

in 1751

A

Franciscan

was the censor and

re-

viser of the Inquisition in Spain,

Torrubia,
that he might be the better enabled to
carry into effect a persecution of the Freemasons, obtained under an assumed name,
and in the character of a secular priest,
initiation into one of the Lodges, having
first received from the Grand Penitentiary
a dispensation for the act, and an absolution from the oath of secrecy.
Having
thus acquired an exact list of the Lodges
in Spain, and the names of their members,
he caused hundreds of Masons to be
arrested and punished, and succeeded in
having the Order prohibited by a decree of

King Ferdinand VI.

Torrubia combined

in his character the bigotry of the priest

and the villany of the

traitor.

TOUKNON

TRADITION

Tonrnon, M. A Frenchman and
Freemason, who had been invited into Spain
by the government in order to establish a
manufactory of brass buttons, and to instruct the Spanish workmen.
In 1757 he
was arrested by the Inquisition on the
charge of being a Freemason, and of having invited his pupils to join the Institution.
He was sentenced to imprisonment
for one year, after which he was banished
from Spain, being conducted under an escort to the frontiers of France. Tournon
was indebted for this clemency to his want
he
of firmness and fidelity to the Order
having solemnly abjured it, and promised
never again to attend its assemblies.
Llorente, in his History of the Inquisition,
gives an account of Tournon's trial.
Tow, Cable. See Cable Tow.

—

Tower, Degree of the.
Toxa:)

(

Grade de la

A name sometimes given to the sec-

ond degree of the Royal Order of Scotland.

Tower of Babel.
Town, Salem.

See Babel.

The Eev. Salem

Town, L.L.D., was born

at Belchertown, in
the State of Massachusetts, March 5, 1779.
He received a classical education, and obtained at college the degree of Master of
Arts, and later in life that of Doctor of
Laws. For some years he was the Principal
of an academy, and his writings give the
evidence that he was endowed with more
than ordinary abilities. He was ardently
attached to Freemasonry, and was for many
years Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge
and Grand Chapter, and Grand Prelate of
the Grand Commandery of New York. In
1818 he published a small work, of two
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Levfesque (Apergu, p. 47,) says
but his manner of referring to it throws suspicion on the statement,
and I doubt if lie ever saw it.
questions.

he has consulted it

;

Tracing -Board.

The same

as

a

Floor- Cloth, which see.

Trade Gilds.

See Oilds.
There are two kinds of
traditions in Masonry First, those which

Tradition.

:

detail events, either historically, authentic
in part, or in whole, or consisting altogether

of arbitrary fiction, and intended simply to
convey an allegorical or symbolic meaning;
and secondly, of traditions which refer to
customs and usages of the Fraternity, especially in matters of ritual observance.
The first class has already been discussed
in this work in the article on Legends, to
which the reader is referred. The second
class is now to be considered.
The traditions which control and direct
the usages of the Fraternity constitute its
unwritten law, and are almost wholly applicable to its ritual, although they are
sometimes of use in the interpretation of
doubtful points i n its written law. Between
the written and the unwritten law, the

always paramount. This is evident from the definition of a tradition as
it is given by the monk Vincent of Lerins " Quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab
omnibus traditum est;" i.e., tradition is
that which has been handed down at all
latter is

:

times, in all places, and by all persons.
The law which thus has antiquity, universality, and common consent for its support,

must override all subsequent laws which
are modern, local, and have only partial

hundred and eighty-three pages, entitled agreement.
It is then important that those traditions
A System of Speculative Masonry. This work
of Masonry which prescribe its ritual obis of course tinged with all the legendary
ideas of the origin of the Institution which servances and its landmarks should be
Erevailed at that period, and would not now thoroughly understood, because it is only
e accepted as authoritative but it contains, by attention to them that uniformity in the
outside of its historical errors, many valu- esoteric instruction and work of the Order
Brother can be preserved.
able and suggestive thoughts.
Cicero has wisely said that a well-constiTown was highly respected for his many
virtues, the consistency of his life, and his tuted commonwealth must be governed not
unwearied devotion to the Masonic Order. by the written law alone, but also by the
He died at Greencastle, Indiana, February unwritten law or tradition and usage and
;

;

24, 1864, at the ripe age of eighty-nine years.

Townshend, Simeon.

The

puta-

tive author of a book entitled Observations
and Inquiries relating to Hie Brotherhood
of the Free Masons, which is said to have
been printed at London in 1712. Boileau,
Levfesque, Thory, Oliver, and Kloss, men-

None of them, however,
it by name.
appear to have seen it. Kloss calls it a
doubtful book. If such a work is in existence, it will be a valuable and much needed
tion

contribution to the condition of Masonry
in the south of England just before the
revival,

and may tend

to settle

some mooted

thisis especially the case, because thewritten

law, however perspicuous it may be, can
be diverted into various senses, unless the
republic is maintained and preserved by

usages and traditions, which, although
as it were dead, yet speak with a
living voice, and give the true interpretation of that which is written.
This axiom is not less true in Masonry
than it is in a commonwealth. No matter
what changes may be made in its statutes
and regulations of to-day and its recent
customs, there is no danger of losing the
identity of its modern with its ancient form
its

mute and
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and

began in 1600, and terminated in 1717
by the establishment of the Grand Lodge
Unworthy of England in London, after which, says

spirit while ita traditions are recognized and maintained.

Tramping Masons.

members of the Order, who, using

their
privileges for interested purposes, travelling
from city to city and from Lodge to Lodge,

that they

may

tious distress,

seek relief by tales of fictihave been called "tramping

The true brother should ever
obtain assistance; the tramper should be
driven from the door of every Lodge or
the house of every Mason where he seeks
to intrude his imposture.
Masons."

Transfer of Warrant. When

a

by the misconduct of its members, rendered itself unworthy of longer
possessing a Warrant, the modern Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England prescribes that the Grand Master may, after
the Grand Lodge shall have decided on
that fact, transfer such Warrant to other

Lodge

has,

brethren whom he may think deserving,
with a new number at the bottom of the
Lodges then on record. No such power
has been granted to the Grand Masters of
this country.
They may, indeed, arrest a
Warrant
that is, suspend the labors of a
Lodge until the next meeting of the Grand
but the power of forfeiture and
Lodge
transferrence of Warrants is vested only in
Grand Lodges.

—

—

Transient Brethren. Masons

w"ho

do not reside in a particular place, but only
temporarily visit it, are called " transient
brethren." They are, if worthy, to be cordially welcomed, but are never to be admitted into a Lodge until, after the proper
precautions, they have been proved to be
"true and trusty." This usage of hospitality has the authority of all the Old
Constitutions, which are careful to inculcate it. Thus the Landsdowne MS. charges,
"that every Mason receive or cherish
Strange Fellows when they come over the
countrey, and sett them on worke if they
will worke, as the manner is, (that is to
say) if the Mason have any moulde stone
in his place, on worke; and if he have none,
the Mason shall refresh him with money
unto the next Lodge."
Although Speculative Masons no longer
visit Lodges for the sake of work or wages,
the usage of our Operative predecessors has
been spiritualized in our symbolic system.
Hence visitors are often invited to t-ake a
part in the labors of the Lodge, and receive
their portion of the light and truth which
constitute the symbolic pay of a Speculative

Mason.

Transition Period.

Findel

calls

that period in the history of Masonry, when
it was gradually changing its character
from that of an Operative to that of a Speculative society, "the Transition Period."

It

Findel, {iR«<., Lyon's trans., p. 131,) "modern Freemasonry was to be taught as a spiritualizing art, and the Fraternity of Operative Masons was exalted to a Brotherhood
of symbolic builders, who, in the place of
visible, perishable temples, are engaged in
the erection of that one, invisible, eternal
temple of the heart and mind."

A

Transmission, Cliarter of.
deed said to have been granted by James
de Molay.just before his death, to Mark
Larmenius, by which he transmitted to him
and to his successors the office of Grand
Master of the Templars. It is the foundation deed of the " Order of the Temple."
It is preserved in the treasury of the Order
in Paris, and is written in Latin on a large
The outward
folio sheet of parchment.
appearance of the document is of great antiquity, but it wants internal evidence of
authenticity. It is therefore, by most authorities, considered a forgery. See Temple,
Order of the.
Travel. In the symbolic language of
Masonry, a Mason always travels from west
he travels from
to east in search of light
the lofty tower of Babel, where language
was confounded and Masonry lost, to the
threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite, where
language was restored and Masonry found.
The Master Mason also travels into foreign
countries in search of wages. All this is
pure symbolism, unintelligible in any other
For its interpretation, see Foreign
sense.

—

Countries

and Threshing-Floor.

TraTelling Freemasons. There
no portion of the history uf the Order so
interesting to the Masonic scholar as that
is

which

is embraced by the Middle Ages of
Christendom, beginning with about the

when the whole of civilized
Europe was perambulated by those associations of workmen, who passed from country
to country and from city to city under the
tenth century,

name of "Travelling Freemasons," for the
purpose of erecting religious edifices. There
is not a country of Europe which does not
at this day contain honorable evidences of
the skill and industry of our Masonic ancestors.

I therefore propose, in the present

a brief sketch of the origin,
the progress, and the character of these
article, tO'give

travelling architects.

Mr. George Godwin, in a lecture published in the Builder, (vol. ix., p. 463,) says:
"There are few points in the Middle Ages
more pleasing to look back upon than the
existence of the associated Masons; they
are the bright spot in the general darkness
of that period, the patch of verdure when
all around is barren."

:

TRAVELLING
Clavel, in his Histoire Pittoresgue de la

Franc- Magonnerie, has traced the organization of these associations to the "collegia
artificum," or colleges of artisans, which
were instituted at Rome, by Numa, in the
year B. C. 714, and whose members were
originally Greeks, imported by this lawgiver for the purpose of embellishing the
They concity over which he reigned.
tinued to exist as well-established corporations throughout all the succeeding years
of the kingdom, the republic, and the empire.

(See

Roman

Colleges of Artificers.)
fraternities, began,

These " sodalitates," or

upon the invasion of the barbarians, to decline in numbers, in respectability, and in
power. But on the conversion of the whole

TRAVELLING
was composed of those members who.
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after

a regular passage through

the diflerent
fixed stages of apprenticeship, were received as masters, and entitled to exercise
the profession on their own account.
" In an age, however, in which lay individuals, from the lowest subject to the
sovereign himself, seldom built except for
mere shelter and safety -seldom sought,
nay, rather avoided, in their dwellings an
elegance which might lessen their security;
in which even the community collectively,
in its public and general capacity, divided
into component parts less numerous and
less varied, required not those numerous
public edifices which we possess either for
business or pleasure; thus, when neither
domestic nor civic architecture of any sort
demanded great ability or afforded great
employment, churches and monasteries
were the only buildings required to combine extent and elegance, and sacred architecture alone could furnish an extensive
field for the exercise of great skill, Lombardy itself, opulent and thriving as it was,
compared to other countries, soon became
nearly saturated with the requisite edifices,
and unable to give these companies of
Free and Accepted Masons a longer continuance of sufficient custom, or to render
the further maintenance of their exclusive
privileges of great benefit to them at home.
But if, to the south of the Alps, an earlier
civilization had at last caused the number
of architects to exceed that of new buildings wanted, it fared otherwise in the north
of Europe, where a gradually spreading
Christianity began on every side to produce
a want of sacred edifices, of churches and
monasteries, to design which architects
existed not on the spot.
" Those Italian corporations of builders,
therefore, whose services ceased to be necessary in the countries where they had
arisen, now began to look abroad towards
those northern climes for that employment
which they no longer found at home:
and a certain number united and formed
themselves into a single greater association,
or fraternity, which proposed to seek for
occupation beyond its native land; and in
any ruder foreign region, however remote,

—

empire, they, or others of a similar characThe priests
ter, began again to flourish.
of the Christian Church became their patrons, and under their guidance they devoted themselves to the building of churches
and monasteries. In the tenth century,
they were established as a free gild or corporation in Lombardy. For when, after
the decline and fall of the empire, the city
of Rome was abandoned by its sovereigns
for other secondary cities of Italy, such as
Milan and Ravenna, and new courts and
new capitals were formed, the kingdom of
Lombardy sprang into existence as the
great centre of all energy in trade and industry, and of refinement in art and literature.
It was there, and as a consequence
of the great centre of life from Rome, and
the development not only of commercial
business, but of all sorts of trades and
handicrafts, that the corporations known as
gilds were first organized.
Among the arts practised by the Lombards, that of building held a pre-eminent
rank. And Muratori tells us that the inhabitants of Como, a principal city of Lombardy, Italy, had become so superior as
masons, that the appellation of Magistri
Comacini, or Masters from Como, had become generic to all of the profession.
Mr. Hope, in his Historical Essay on
Architecture, has treated this subject almost
exhaustively. He says
"
cannot then wonder that, at a
period when artificers and artists of every
class, from those of the most mechanical, where new religious edifices and skilful
to those of the most intellectual nature, artists to erect them, were wanted to offer
formed themselves into exclusive corpora- their services, and bend their steps to unwhose art may be said dertake the work."
tions, architects
From Lombardy they passed beyond the
to offer the most exact medium between
those of the most urgent necessity, and Alps into all the countries where Christhose of mere ornament, or, indeed, in its tianity, but recently established, required
should, above the erection of churches. The popes enwide span to embrace both
all others, have associated themselves into couraged their designs, and more than one
similar bodies, which, in conformity to the bull was dispatched, conferring on them
general style of such corporations, assumed privileges of the most extensive character.
monopoly was granted to them for the
that of Free and Accepted Masons, and

We

—

—

A

;

TRAVELLING

TRAVELLING

erection of all religious edifices ; they were
declared independent of the sovereigns in

of mutual recognition, as carefully concealed from the knowledge of the uninitiated, as the mysteries of their art themselves.
Thus supplied with whatever could facilitate such distant journeys and labors as
they contemplated, the members of these
corporations were ready to obey any summons with the utmost alacrity, and they
soon received the encouragement they anThe militia of the church of
ticipated.
Rome, which diffused itself all over Europe
in the shape of missionaries, to instruct
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whose dominions they might be temporarily
residing, and subject only to their own private laws they were permitted to regulate
the amount of their wages; were exempted
from all kinds of taxation; and no Mason,
not belonging to their association, was permitted to compete with or oppose them in
the pursuit of employment. And in one
of the papal decrees on the subject of these
artisans, the supremo pontiff declares that
these regulations have been made "after nations, and to establish their allegiance to
the example of Hiram, king of Tyre, when the Pope, took care not only to make them
he sent artisans to King Solomon for the feel the want of churches and monasteries,
purpose of building the Temple of Jeru- but likewise to learn the manner in which
salem."
the want might be supplied. Indeed, they
;

After filling the continent with catheand monasteries,
and increasing their own numbers by accessions of new members from all the
countries in which they had been laboring,
they passed over into England, and there
introduced their peculiar style of building.
Thence they travelled to Scotland, and
there have rendered their existence ever
memorable by establishing, in the parish of
Kilwinning, where they were erecting an
abbey, the germ of Scottish Freemasonry,
which has regularly descended through the
Grand Lodge of Scotland to the present
day.
Mr. Hope accounts for the introduction
of non-working or unprofessional members
into these associations by a theory which
is confirmed by contemporary history.
He
drals, parochial churches,

says:

"Often obliged, from regions the most
distant, singly to seek the common place
of rendezvous and departure of the troop,
or singly to follow its earlier detachments
to places of employment equally distant;
and that, at an era when travellers met on
the road every obstruction, and no convenience, when no inus existed at which to
purchase hospitality, but lords dwelt everywhere, who only prohibited their tenants
from waylaying the traveller because they
considered this, like killing game, one of
their own exclusive privileges; the members of these communities contrived to
render their journeys more easy and safe,

by engaging with each other, and perhaps
even, in many places, with individuiils not
directly participating in their profession,
in compacts of mutual assistance, hospi-

and good

tality

men
to

services,

most valuable to

They endeavored
the perils which attended

so circumstanced.

compensate

for

their expeditions, by institutions for their
needy or disabled brothers; but lest such
as belonged not to their communities should
benefit surreptitiously by these arrange-

ments

for its advantage,

they framed signs

themselves generally undertook the supply
and it may be asserted, that a new apostle
of the Gospel no sooner arrived in the remotest corner of Europe, either to convert
the inhabitants to Christianity, or to intro-

duce among them a new religious order,
than speedily followed a tribe of itinerant
Freemasons to back him, and to provide
the inhabitants with the necessary places
of worship or reception.
"Thus ushered in, by their interior arrangements assured of assistance and of
safety on the road, and, by the bulls of the
Pope and the support of his ministers
abroad, of every species of immunity and
preference at the place of their destination,
bodies of Freemasons dispersed themselves
in every direction, every day began to advance further, and to proceed from country
to country, to the utmost verge of the faithful, in order to answer the increasing demand for them, or to seek more distant
custom."
The government of these fraternities,
wherever they might be for the time located, was very regular and uniform. When
about to commence the erection of a religious edifice, they first built huts, or, as they
were termed, lodges, in the vicinity, in
which they resided ior the sake of economy
as well as convenience. It is from these
that the present name of our places of meet-

ing is derived. Over every ten men was
placed a warden, who paid them wages, and
took care that there should be no needless
expenditure of materials and no careless
loss of implements.
Over the whole, a surveyor or master, called in their old documents "ni agister," presided, and directed
the general labor.
The Abbe Grandidier in a letter at the
end of the Marquis Luchet's Essai sur Us
Illumines, has quoted from the ancient
register of the Masons at Strasburg the regulations of the association which built the
splendid cathedral of that city. Its great
rarity renders it difficult to obtain a sight
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of the original work, but the Histoire Pittoresque of Glavel supplies the most prominent details of all that Grandidier has preserved. The cathedral of Strasburg was
commenced in the year 1277, under the
direction of Erwin of Steinbach.
The

of the fraternity. Many of the old Charges
for the better government of their Lodges
have been preserved, and are still to be
found in our Books of Constitutions, every
line of which indicates that they were orig-

Masons who, under

exclusively operative in their character.
In glancing over the history of this singular body of architects, we are struck with
several important peculiarities.
In the first place, they were strictly ecclesiastical in their constitution.
The Pope,
the supreme pontiff of the Church, was

directions, were
engaged in tlie construction of this noblest
specimen of the Gothic style of architecture, were divided into the separate ranks

his

of Masters, Craftsmen, and Apprentices.
The place where they assembled was called
a " hutte," a German word equivalent to
our English term lodge. They employed
the implements of masonry as emblems,

and wore them as insignia. They had certain signs and words of recognition, and
received their new members with peculiar
and secret ceremonies, admitting, as has
already been said, many eminent persons,
and especially ecclesiastics, who were not
Operative Masons, but who gave to them
their patronage and protection.
The fraternity of Strasburg became celebrated throughout Germany, their superiority was acknowledged by the kindred
associations, and they in time received the
appellation of the " haupt hutte," or Grand

Lodge, and exercised supremacy over the
hutten of Suabia, Hesse, Bavaria, Franconia,
Saxony, Thuringia, and the countries bordering on the river Moselle. The Masters
of these several Lodges assembled at Eatisbon in 1459, and on the 25th of April contracted an act of union, declaring the chief

of the Strasburg Cathedral the only and
perpetual Grand Master of the General
Fraternity of Freemasons of Germany.
This act of union was definitively adopted
and promulgated at a meeting held soon
afterwards at Strasburg.
Similar institutions existed in France
and in Switzerland, for wherever Christianity had penetrated, there churches and
cathedrals were to be built, and the Traveling Freemasons hastened to undertake the
labor.

They entered England and Scotland at
an early period. Whatever may be thought
of the authenticity of the York and Kilwinning legends, there is ample evidence
of the existence of organized associations,
gilds, or corporations of Operative Masons
at an epoch not long after their departure
from Lorabardy. From that period, the
fraternity, with various intermissions, continued to pursue their labors, and constructed many edifices which still remain
their skill as workmen
their taste as architects. Kings, in
many instances, became their patrons, and
their labors were superintended by powerful noblemen and eminent prelates, who,
for this purpose, were admitted as members
as

monuments of

and

5D

inally

drawn up
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for associations strictly

patron and protector.
supported and encouraged by
abbots, and hence their chief
appears to have been in the
their

and

They were
bishops and

employment
construction

Like their ancestors,

of religious edifices.

who were engaged

in the erection of the
magnificent Temple of Jerusalem, they devoted themselves to labor for the "House
of the Lord." Masonry was then, as it had
been before, and has ever been since, intimately connected with religion.

They were

originally all operatives.

But

the artisans of that period were not educated men, and they were compelled to seek
among the clergy, the only men of learning, for those whose wisdom might contrive, and whose cultivated taste might
adorn, the plans which they, by their practical skill, were to carry into effect. Hence
the germ of that Speculative Masonry
which, once dividing the character of the
fraternity with tlie Operative, now completely occupies it, to the entire exclusion
of the latter.
But lastly, from the circumstance of their
union and concert arose a uniformity of
design in all the public buildings of that
period
a uniformity so remarkable as to
find its explanation only in the fact, that
their construction was committed throughout the whole of Europe, if not always to
the same individuals, at least to members
of the same association. The remarks of
Mr. Hope on this subject are well worthy
of perusal. " The architects of all the
sacred edifices of the Latin church, whernorth, south, east, or
ever such arose,
thus derived their science from the
west,
same central school obeyed in their designs the same hierarchy were directed in
their constructions by the same principles
of propriety and taste kept up with each
other, in the most distant parts to which
they might be sent, the most constant correspondence ; and rendered every minute
improvement the property of the whole
body and a new conquest of the art. The
result of this unanimity was, that at each
successive period of the monastic dynasty,
on whatever point a new church or new

—

—

—

;

;

;

monastery might be erected,

it

resembled

TRAVELLING

TRESTLE-BOAED

those raised at the same period in every
other place, however distant from it, as if
both had been built in the same place by
the same artist. For instance, we find, at
particular epochs, churches as far distant
from each other as the north of Scotland
and the south of Italy, to be minutely
similar in all the essential characteristics."
In conclusion, we may remark, that the
world is indebted to this association for the
introduction of the Gothic, or, as it has
lately been denominated, the pointed style
of architecture. This style
so different
from the Greek or Roman orders, whose
pointed arches and minute tracery distinguish the solemn temples of the olden
time, and whose ruins arrest the attention
and claim the admiration of the spectator
has been universally acknowledged to be
the invention of the Travelling Freemasons
of the Middle Ages.
And it is to this association of Operative artists that, by gradual changes
into a speculative system, we are to trace
the Freemasons of the present day.
TraTelling Warranto. "Warrants
under which military Lodges are organized,
and so called because the Lodges which act
under them are permitted to travel from
place to place with the regiments to which
they are attached. See Military Lodges.
zealous and
TraTenol, Lioais.
devoted French Mason of much ability,
who wrote several Masonic works, which
were published under the assumed name
of Leonard Gabanon. The most valuable
of his productions is one entitled, Catechisme des Franca- Maqona, precede d'un

Many of the high degrees which were
fabricated in the last century were founded
on the hermetic philosophy; and they, too,
borrowed from it the idea of an incomparable treasure. Thus in the ultimate degree
of the Council of Emperors of the East

Abrege de I'Histoire d'Adoram,

hermitique.)
degree in the manuscript
collection of Peuvret. This collection contains eight other degrees with a similar
title, namely: Illustrious Treasurer, Treasurer of Paracelsus, Treasurer of Solomon,
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—

—

A

etc.,

pub-

lished at Paris in 1743.

Treasure, Incomparable.

This

was a phrase of mystical import with the
alchemists and hermetic philosophers. Pernetty {Dictionnaire Mytho-HermUique) thus
defines

it.

"The incomparable

treasure

the powder of projection, the source
of all that is good, since it procures unbounded riches, and a long life, without infirmities, to enjoy them."
The "powder
of projection" was the instrument by
which they expected to attain to the full
perfection of their work. What was this
incomparable treasure was the great secret
of the hermetic philosophers. They concealed the true- object of their art under a
" Believest thou, O
symbolic language.
fool," says Artephius, one of them, " that
we plainly teach this secret of secrets,
taking our words according to their literal
signification?"
But we do know that it
was not, as the world supposed, the transmutation of metals, or the discovery of an
elixir of life, but the acquisition of divine
is

truth.

and West, which degree became afterwards
the Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret of
the Scottish Rite, we find this very expression.
In the old French rituals we meet
with this sentence: "Let us now offer to
the invincible Xerxes our sacred incomparable treasure, and we shall succeed victoriously." And out of the initial letters'
of the words of this sentence in the original French they fabricated the three most
important words of the degree.
This " incomparable treasure " is to the
Masons precisely what it was to the herDivine Truth. "As for
metic philosophers
the Treasure," says one of these books, (the
Lumen de Lumine, cited by Hitchcock,) " it
is not yet discovered, but it is very near."

—

Treasurer. An

oflBcer,

found in

all

whose duty it is to take
charge of the funds and pay them out
under proper regulations. He is simply
the banker of the Lodge or Chapter, and
has nothing to do with the collection of
money, which should be made by the Secretary.
He is an elective officer. The
Treasurer's jewel is a key, as a symbol that
he controls the chest of the Lodge. His
position in the Lodge is on the right of the
Worshipful Master, in front.
Treasurer, Grand. See Grand
l\Iasonic bodies,

Treasurer.

Treasurer, Hermetic.

(TrHmier

A

Treasurer of the Masonic Mysteries, Treasurer of the Number 7, Sublime Treasurer,
Depositor of the Key of the Grand Work,
and, lastly, one with the grandiloquent
title of Grand and Sublime Treasurer, or
Depositor of the Great Solomon, Faithful
Guardian of Jehovah.

Trestle-Board. The trestle-board is
defined to be the board upon which the
Master inscribes the designs by which the
Craft are to be directed in their labors.
The French and German Masons have confounded the trestle-board with the tracingboard and Dr. Oliver (Landm., i. 132,) has
not avoided the error. The two things
are entirely different. The trestle is a
framework for a table
in Scotch, trest;
the trestle-board is the board placed for convenience of drawing on that frame. It contains nothing but a few diagrams, usually
geometrical figures. The tracing-board is a
;

—
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picture formerly

Lodge, whence

drawn on the floor of the
was called a floor-cloth

it

It contains a delineation of the
symbols of the degree to which it belongs.
The trestle-board is to be found only in the
Entered Apprentice's degree. There is a
tracing-board in every degree, from the first

or carpet.

And,

the trestle-board
is a symbol; the tracing-board is a piece of
furniture or picture containing the repregeutation of many symbols.

to the highest.

lastly,

^^
r*^
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of Strasburg and Cologne; and as they advanced in stature, the Irestle-board became
the guardian spirit that directed their
growth.
Often have those old builders
pondered by the midnight lamp upon their
trestle-board, working out its designs with
here
consummate taste and knowledge,
springing an arch, and turning an angle
there, until the embryo edifice stood forth
in all the wisdom, strength, and beauty of
the Master's art.
What, then, is its true symbolism in
Speculative Masonry?
To construct his earthly temple, the Operative Mason followed the architectural
designs laid down on the irestle-board, or
book of plans of the architect. By these he
hewed and squared his n.aterials; by these
he raised his walls by these he constructed
his arches and by these strength and durability, combined with grace and beauty,
were bestowed upon the edifice which he
was constructing.
In the Masonic ritual, the Speculative
Mason is reminded that, as the Operative
artist erects his temporal building in accordance with the rules and designs laid
down on the trestle-board of the master
workman, so should he erect that spiritual
building, of which the material is a type, in
obedience to the rules and desi ns, the precepts and commands, laid down by the
Grand Architect of the Universe in those
great books of nature and revelation which
constitute the spiritual trestle - board of
every Freemason.
The trestle-board is then the symbol of
the natural and moral law. Like every
other symbol of the Order, it is universal
and tolerant in its application and while,
as Christian Masons, we cling with unfaltering integrity to the explanation which
makes the Scriptures of both dispensations
our trestle-board, we permit our Jewish and
Mohammedan brethren to content themselves with the books of the Old Testament
Masonry does not interfere with
or Koran.
the peculiar form or development of any
one's religious faith. All that it asks is
that the interpretation of the symbol shall
be according to what each one supposes to
be the revealed will of his Creator. But
so rigidly exacting is it that the symbol
shall be preserved and, in some rational
way, interpreted, that it peremptorily excludes the atheist from its communion, beno
cause, believing in no Supreme Being
he must necessarily be
Divine Architect

—

;

;

It is probable that the trestle-board, from
necessary use in Operative Masonry,
was one of the earliest symbols introduced
into the Speculative system. It is not,
its

however, mentioned in the Grand MysBut Prichard,
tery, published
in 1724.
who wrote only six years afterwards, describes it, under the corrupted name of
trasel-board; as one of the immovable jewels
of an Apprentice's Lodge. Browne, in 1800,
following Preston, fell into the error of
calling it a tracing-board, and gives from
the Prestonian lecture what he terms " a
beautiful degree of comparison," in which
the Bible is compared to a tracing-board.
But the Bible is not a collection of symbols, which a tracing-board is, but a trestle-board that contains the plan for the
construction of a spiritual temple. Webb,
however, when he arranged his system of
lectures, took the proper view, and restored
the true word, trestle-board.
Notwithstanding these changes in the

name, trestle-board, trasel-board, tracingboard, and trestle-board again, the definition has continued from the earliest part
of the last century to the present day the
same. It has always been enumerated
among the jewels of the Lodge, although
the English system says that it is immovable and the American movable and it
has always been defined as " a board for
;

the master workman to draw his designs
upon."
In Operative Masonry, the trestle-board
It was on such an
is of vast importance.
implement that the genius of the ancient
masters worked out those problems of
architecture that have reflected an unfading lustre on their skill. The trestle-board
was the cradle that nursed the infancy of
such mighty monuments as the cathedrals

;

—

—

without a spiritual trestle-boRrd on which
the designs of that Being may be inscribed
for his direction.

Triad. In all the ancient mythologies
there were triads, which consisted of a mysterious union of three deities. Each triad

:

:
;
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was generally explained as consisting of a rights of the Order and of the accused,
creator, a preserver, and a destroyer.
The and which will enable the Lodge to obtain
a thorough knowledge of all the facts in
principal heathen triads were as follows
the Egyptian, Osiris, Isis, and Horus the the case. The rules to be observed in con^
Orphic, Phanes, Uranus, and Kronos; the ducting such trials have been already laid
down by me in my Text Book of JurispruZoroastric, Ormuzd, Mithras, and Ahriman
the Indian, Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva; dence, (pp. 558-564,) and I shall refer to
the Cabiric, Axercos, Axiokersa, and Axi- them in the present article. They are as
okersos the Phoenician, Ashtaroth, Milcom, follows
1. The preliminary step in every trial ia
and Chemosh the Tyrian, Belus, Venus,
andThamrauz; the Grecian, Zeus, Poseidon, the accusation or charge. The charge
and Hades the Roman, Jupiter, Neptune, should always be made in writing, signed
and Pluto the Eleusinian, lacchus, Per- by the accuser, delivered to the Secretary,
sephone, and Demeter the Platonic, Taga- and read by that officer at the next regular
The acthon, Nous, and Psyche; the Celtic, Hu, communication of the Lodge.
Ceridwen, and Creirwy; the Teutonic, cused should then be furnished with an
Fenris, Midgard, and Hela; the Gothic, attested copy of the charge, and be at the
Woden, Friga, and Thor; and the Scan- same time informed of the time and place
dinavians, Odin, Vile, and Ve. Even the appointed by the Lodge for the trial.
Any Master Mason may be the accuser
Mexicans had their triads, which were
of another, but a profane cannot be perVitzliputzli, Kaloc, and Tescalipuca.
This system of triads has, indeed, been so mitted to prefer charges against a Mason.
predominant in all the old religions, as to Yet, if circumstances are known to a probe invested with a mystical idea and hence fane upon which charges ought to be predicated, a Master Mason may avail himself
it has become the type in Masonry of the
triad of three governing officers, who are to of that information, and out of it frame an
The accusation, to be presented to the Lodge.
be found in almost every degree.
Master and the two Wardens in the Lodge And such accusation will be received and
give rise to the Priest, the King, and the investigated, although remotely derived
Scribe in the Royal Arch to the Com- from one who is not a member of the Order.
mander, the Generalissimo, and the Captain
It is not necessary that the accuser should
General in Templarism and in most of be a member of the same Lodge. It is
the high degrees to a triad of three who sufficient if he is an affiliated Mason. I
preside under various names.
say an affiliated Mason for it is generally
We must, perhaps, look for the origin of held, and I believe correctly, that an unthe triads in mythology, as we certainly affiliated Mason is no more competent to
must in Masonry, to the three positions and prefer charges than a profane.
functions of the sun. The rising sun or
2. If the accused is living beyond the
creator of light, the meridian sun or its geographical jurisdiction of the Lodge, the
preserver, and the setting sun or its de- charges should be communicated to him by
stroyer.
means of a letter through the post-office,
Triad Society of China. The San and a reasonable time should be allowed
Hop Hwai, or Triad Society, is a secret po- for his answer, before the Lodge proceeds
litical association in China, which has been
to trial. But if his residence be unknown,
mistaken by some writers for a species of or if it be impossible to hold communicaChinese Freemasonry; but it has in reality tion with him, the Lodge may then proceed
no connection whatsoever with the Masonic to trial
care being had that no undue
Order.
In its principles, which are far advantage be taken of his absence, and
from innocent, it is entirely antagonistic to that the investigation be as full and imparFreemasonry.
The Deputy Provincial tial as the nature of the circumstances will
Grand Master of British Masonry in China permit.
made a statement to this effect in 1855,
3. The trial must commence at a regular
in Notes and Queries, 1st Ser., vol. xii., communication, for reasons which have
p. 233.
already been stated; but having comTrials, Masonic. As the only ob- menced, it may be continued at special
ject of a trial should be to seek the truth communications, called for that purpose;
and fairly to administer justice, in a Ma- for, if it was allowed only to be continued
sonic trial, especially, no recourse should at regular meetings, which take place but
ever be had to legal technicalities, whose once a month, the long duration of time
use in ordinary courts appears simply to be occupied would materially tend to defeat
to afford a means of escape for the guilty.
the ends of justice.
Masonic trials are, therefore, to be con4. The Lodge must be opened in the
ducted in the simplest and least technical highest degree to which the accuser has at;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

method, that will

preserve at once

the

tained,

and the examinations of

all

wit-
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nesses must take place in the presence of
the accused and the accuser, if they desire
it.
It is competent for the accused to employ counsel for the better protection of his
interests, provided such counsel is a Master
Mason. But if the counsel be a member
of the Lodge, he forfeits, by his professional
advocacy of the accused, the right to vote
at the final decision of the questitm.
6. The final decision of the charge, and
the rendering of the verdict, whatever be
the rank of the accused, must always be
made in a Lodge opened on the third degree; and at the time of such decision,
both the accuser and the accused, as well
as his counsel, if he have any, should withdraw from the Lodge.
6. It is a general and an excellent rule,
that no visitors shall be permitted to be
present during a trial.
7. The testimony of Master Masons is
usually taken on their honor, as such.
That of others should be by afiidavit, or in
such other manner as both the accuser and
accused may agree upon.
8. The testimony of profanes, or of those
who are of a lower degree than the accused,
is to be taken by a committee and reported
to the Lodge, or, if convenient, by the
whole Lodge, when closed and sitting as
a committee. But both the accused and
the accuser have a right to be present on
Buch occasions.
9. When the trial is concluded, the accuser and the accused must retire, and the
Master will then put the question of guilty,
or not guilty, to the Lod^e.
Not less than two-thirds of the votes
should be required to declare the accused
guilty.
A bare majority is hardly sutficient
to divest a brother of his good character,
and render him subject to what may perhaps be an ignominious punishment. But
on this subject the authorities differ.
10. If the verdict is guilty, the Master
must then put the question as to the nature
and extent of the punishment to be inflicted,
beginning with expulsion and proceeding,
if necessary, to indefinite suspension and
public and private reprimand. To inflict
expulsion or suspension, a vote of twothirds of those present is required, but for
a mere reprimand, a majority will be suffiThe votes on the nature of the
cient.
punishment should be viva voce, or, rather,
according to Masonic usage, by a show of
hands.
Trials in a Grand Lodge are to be conducted on the same general principles but
here, in consequence of the largeness of the
body, and the inconvenience which would
result from holding the examinations in
open Lodge, and in the presence of all the
members, it is more usual to appoint a
;

committee, before

whom
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the case

is tried,

and upon whose full report of the testimony
the Grand Lodge bases its action. And
the forms of trial in such committees must
conform, in all respects, to
usage already detailed.

Triangle.

There

the general

no symbol more
more various
in its application, or more generally diffused throughout the whole system of Freemasonry, than the triangle. An examinaimportant in

is

its signification,

tion of it, therefore, cannot fail to be interesting to the Masonic student.
The equilateral triangle appears to have

been adopted by nearly

all the nations of
antiquity as a symbol of the Deity, in some
of his forms or emanations, and hence, probably, the prevailing influence of ti)is symbol was carried into the Jewish system,
where the yod within the
triangle was made to represent the Tetragrammaton,
or sacred name of God.
The equilateral triangle, says Bro. D. W.
Nash, {Freem. Mag., iv. 294,) "viewed in
the light of the doctrines of those who gave
it currency as a divine symbol, represents
the Great First Cause, the creator and container of all things, as one and indivisible,
manifesting himself in an infinity of forms
and attributes in this visible universe."
Among the Egyptians, the darkness
through which the candidate for initiation
was made to pass was symbolized by the
trowel, an important Masonic implement,
which in their system of hieroglyphics has
the form of a triangle. The equilateral triangle they considered as the most perfect
of figures, and a representative of the great
principle of animated existence, each of its
sides referring to one of the three departments of creation, the animal, vegetable, and
mineral.
The equilateral triangle is to be found
scattered throughout the Masonic system.
It forms in the Eoyal Arch the figure
within which the jewels of the officers are
suspended. It is in the ineffable degrees
the sacred delta, everywhere presenting
itself as the symbol of the Grand Architect
of the Universe. In Ancient Craft Masonry, it is constantly exhibited as the element of important ceremonies. The seats
of the principal officers are arranged in a
triangular form, the three lesser lights have
the same situation, and the square and compass form, by their union on the greater
light, two triangles meeting at their bases.
In short, the equilateral triangle may be
considered as one of the most constant
forms of Masonic symbolism.
The right-angled triangle is another form
of this figure which is deserving of atten,
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Among the Egyptians, it was the
But the true Masonic idea of this glory
symbol of universal nature the base repre- is, that it symbolizes that Eternal Light
senting Osiris, or the male principle; the of Wisdom which surrounds the Supreme
perpendicular, Isis, or the female principle; Architect as a sea of glory, and from him
and the hypothenuse, Horus, their son, or as a common centre emanates to the unithe product of the male and female prin- verse of his creation.
tion.

;

Triangle. Triple.

ciple.

or triangle of tythagoras,

The
is

pentalpha,
usually called

^so the triple triangle,
because three triangles
are formed by the intersection of its sides.
But there is another
variety of the triple tri-

angle which is more
properly entitled to the
appellation, and which is made in the an-

nexed form,
Osiris-male.

This symbol was received by Pythagoras
from the Egyptians during his long sojourn
in that country, and with it he also learned
the peculiar property it possessed, namely,
that the sum of the squares ofthe two shorter
equal to the square of the longest
expressed by the formula, that the product of Osiris and Isis is

sides
side

is

— symbolically

Hcrus.

This figure has been adopted in
the third degree of Jlasonry, and will be
there recognized as the forty-seventh problem of Euclid.
Triangle, Double. See Seal of Solomon and Shield of l>amd.

Triangle of Pythagoras.

See

Pentalpha.

Triangle, Radiated.

A

triangle

placed within and surrounded by a circle
of rays. This circle is called, in Christian

art,

"a

glory."

When

It will be familiar to the Knight Templar as the form of the jewel worn by the
Prelate of his Order. Like every modification of the triangle, it is a symbol of the

Deity; but as the degree of Knight Templar appertains exclusively to Christian
Masonry, the triple triangle there alludes
to the mystery of the Trinity.
In the
Scottish Rite degree of Knight of the East
the symbol is also said to refer to the triple
essence of Deity; but the symbolism is
made still more mystical by supposing that
it represents the sacred number 81, each
side ofthe three triangles being equivalent
to 9, which again is the square of 3, the
most sacred number in Freemasonry. In
the twentieth degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish''Rite, or that of "Grand
Master of all Symbolic Lodges," it is said
that the number 81 refers to the triple
covenant of God, symbolized by a triple
triangle said to have been seen by Solomon
when he consecrated the Temple. Indeed,
throughout the ineffable and the philosophic degrees, the allusions to the triple
triangle are much more frequent than tiiey
are in Aucieut Craft Masonry.

this glory is dis-

from the triangle, and surrounds it in
the form of a circle, it is then an emblem
of God's eternal glory. This is the usual
form in religious uses. But when, as is
most usual in the Masonic symbol, the rays
emanate from the centre of the triangle,
and, as it were, enshroud it in their brilliancy, it is symbolic of the Divine Light.
The perverted ideas of the Pagans referred
these rays of light to their sun-god and
their Sabian worship.
tinct

The Indian

trimourti, or triple triangl*

:

:
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of the Hindus, is of a different form, consisting of three concentric triangles.
In

brought to life by the roaring of its sire.
Philip de Thaun, in his Bestiary, written

the centre

in the twelfth century, gives the legend,
which has thus been translated by Mr.
Wright from the original old Norman

is

AUM. The

the sacred triliteral name,
interior triangle symbolizes

Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva; the middle
one, Creation, Preservation, and Destruction and the exterior one, Earth, Water,
and Air.
Tribe of Jndah, liion of tbe.
The connection of Solomon, as the chief of
the tribe of Judah, with the lion, which
was the achievement of the tribe, has

French
"

;

caused this expression to be referred, in the
third degree, to him who brought light and
immortality to light. The old Christian
interpretation of the Masonic symbols here
prevails; and in Ancient Craft Masonry all
allusions to the lion, as the lion's paw, the
lion'i grip, etc., refer to the doctrine of the
resurrection taught by him who is known
as ''the lion of the tribe of Judah."
The
expression is borrowed from the Apocalypse, (v. 5:) "Behold, the Lion which is of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the
seven seals thereof." The lion was also a
mediaeval symbol of the resurrection, the
idea being founded on a legend. The poets
of that age were fond of referring to this
legendary symbol in connection with the
scriptural idea of the " tribe of Judah."
Thus Adam de St. Victor, in his poem De
JResurrectione Domini, says
" Sic de Juda Leo fortis,
Fractia portis dirse mortis
Die surgit tertia,

Rugiente voce Patris."
». e.,

Thus the strong lion of Judah,
The gates of cruel death being broken,
Arose on the third day
At the loud-sounding voice of the Father.

The lion was the symbol of strength and
sovereignty, in the human-headed figures
of the Nimrod gateway, and in other Babylonish remains.
In Egypt, it was worshipped at the city of Leontopolis as typical of Dom, the Egyptian Hercules.
Plutarch says that the Egyptians ornamented
their temples with gaping lions' mouths,
because the Nile began to rise when the
sun was in the constellation Leo. Among
the Talmudists there was a tradition of the
lion, which has been introduced into the
higher degrees of Masonry.
But in the symbolism of Ancient Craft

Masonry, where the lion is introduced, as in
the third degree, in connection with the
" lion of the tribe of Judah," he becomes
simply a symbol of the resurrection thus
restoring the symbology of the mediseval
ages, which was founded on a legend that
the lion's whelp was born dead, and only
;
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Know

that the lioness, if she bring

dead cub, she holds her cub and
the lion arrives he goes about and cries,
till it revives on the third day .... Know
that the lioness signifies St. Mary, and the
lion Christ, who gave himself to death for
the people; three days he lay in the earth
forth a

;

to gain our souls
lion they understand the

By

the cry of the

power of God, by
which Christ was restored to life and robbed

hell."

The phrase, " lion of the tribe of Judah,"
therefore, when used in the Masonic ritual,
referred in its original interpretation to
Christ, him who " brought life and immortality to light."

Tribes of Israel.

All the twelve
were engaged in the construction of the first Temple.
But long
tribes of Israel

destruction, ten of them revolted,
Israel while the
remaining two, the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin, retained possession of the Temple and of Jerusalem under the name of the
kingdom of Judah. To these two tribes
alone, after the return from the captivity,
was intrusted the building of the second
Temple. Hence in the high degrees, which,
of course, are connected for the most part
with the Temple of Zerubbabel, or with
events that occurred subsequent to the destruction of that of Solomon, the tribes of
Judah and Benjamin only are referred to.
But in the primary degrees, which are based
on the first Temple, the Masonic references
always are to the twelve tribes. Hence in
the old lectures the twelve original points
are explained by a reference to the twelve
tribes.
See Twelve Original Points of Masonry.
Tribunal. The modern statutes of

before

its

and formed the nation of

;

the Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States direct
trials

of Masonic offences, committed

by any

brethren of the Rite above the 18th degree,
to be held in a court called a Tribunal of
the Thirty-First degree, to be composed of
not less nor more than nine members. An
appeal lies from such a Tribunal of Inspectors Inquisitors to the Grand Consistory
or the Supreme Council.

Tribunal, Supreme.

1.

enty-first degree of the Rite of

The

sev-

Mizraim.

The meeting of Inquisitors Inspectors
of the thirty-first degree of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite according to
the modern ritual of the Mother Council.
2.

;

TRILITERAI.

TROWEL

Triliteral Name. The sacred name
of God amoDg the Hindus is so called because it consists of the three letters, A
M.

therefore resembling a letter T resting on
the traverse bar of an H. This emblem,
placed in the centre of a
^^^^^^^_
^^^^^^^^ triangle and circle both

832

U

See Aum.

Trinidad. Masonry

was introduced
into the islaud of Trinidad by the establishment of a Lodge called " Les Freres
Unis," under a Charter from the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania, in 1797. A Charter
had been granted the year before by the
Grand Orient of France, but never acted
on, in consequence of the suspension of
that body by the French Eevolution. In
1804, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in
its capitular capacity, granted a Charter for
a Royal Arch Chapter, which continued to
meet until 1813, when it obtained a new
Warrant of Constitution from the Supreme
Chapter of Scotland. In 1814, Templar
Masonry was established by a Deuchar
Warrant from the Grand Conclave of Scotland. In 1819, a Council of Royal and
Select Masters was established. Trinidad
has at present a Provincial Grand Lodge
under the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and
there are also several Lodges under the
Grand Lodge of England.
Trinosophs. The Lodge of the Trinosophs was instituted at Paris by the celebrated Ragon, October 15, 1816, and installed by the Grand Orient, January 11,
1817. The word Trinosophs is derived from
the Greek, and signifies students of three sciences, in allusion to the three primitive degrees, which were the especial object of
study by the members; although they
adopted both the French and Scottish
Rites, to whose high degrees, however, they
gave their own philosophical interpretaIt was before this Lodge that Ragon
tion.
delivered his Interpretative and Philosophic
Course of Initiations. The Lodge was composed of some of the most learned Masons
of France, and played an important part in

Masonic

literature.

No Lodge

in

France

has obtained so much celebrity as did the
Trinosophs. It was connected with a Chapter and Council in which the high degrees
were conferred, but the Lodge confined
itself to the three symbolic degrees, which
it sought to preserve in the utmost purity.
Triple Alliance. An expression in
the high degrees, which, having been translated from the French rituals, should have
more properly been the triple covenant. It
is represented by the triple triangle, and
refers to the covenant of God with his people, that of King Solomon with Hiram of
Tyre, and that which binds the fraternity
of Masons.

Triple Tan. The

tau cross, or cross
a cross in the form of a
Greek T. The tripl e tau is a figure form ed by
three of these crosses meeting lu a point, an^

of St. Anthony,

is

I
I

III
ill
I

i^BBi^BV
I
I

—
—con-

emblemsoftheDeity
stitutes

the jewel of

the

Royal Arch as practised in
England, where it is so
highly esteemed as to be
"

I called the emblem of all
I emblems," and "the grand
emblem of Royal Arch Ma-

sonry." It was adopted in the same form,
as the Royal Arch badge, by the General
Grand Chapter of the United States in 1859;
although it had previously been very generIt
ally recognized by American Masons.
is also found in the capitular Masonry of
Scotland. .(See £oyal Arch Badge.)
The original signification of this emblem
has been variously explained. Some suppose it to include the initials of the Temple
of Jerusalem, T. H., Templum Hierosolymce.
others, that it is a symbol of the mystical
signifying
union of the Father and Son,
Jehovah, and T, or the cross, the Son.
writer in Moore's Magazine ingeniously
supposes it to be a representation of three
T squares, and that it alludes to the three
jewels of the three ancient Grand Masters.
It has also been said that it is the monogram of Hiram of Tyre; and others ussert
that it is only a modification of the Hebrew
letter shin, {J^, which was one of the Jewish
abbreviations of the sacred name. Oliver
thinks, from its connection with the circle
and triangle in the Royal Arch jewel, that
it was intended to typify the sacred name
as the author of eternal life.
The English
Royal Arch lectures say that "by its intersection it forms a given number of angles
that may be taken in five several combinations; and, reduced, their amount in right
angles will be found equal to the five Platonic bodies which represent the four elements and the sphere of the Universe."
Amid so many speculations, I need not hesitate to ofier one of my own.
The Prophet
Ezekiel speaks of the tau or tau cross as
the mark distinguishing those who were
to be saved, on account of their sorrow for
their sins, from those who, as idolaters,
were to be slain. It was a mark or sign of
favorable distinction and with this allusion we may, therefore, suppose the triple
tau to be used in the Royal Arch degree as
a mark designating and separating those
who know and worship the true name of
God from those who are ignorant of that
august mystery,

H

A

;

TrlTinm. See Quadrivium.
Trowel. An implement of Operative
Masonry, which has been adopted by speculative Masons as the peculiar working-

TROWEL

TRUST

By this implement, and its use in Operative Masonry
to spread the cement which binds all the
parts of the building into one common
mass, we are taught to spread the cement

of the East, which refers to the building
of the Temple of Zerubbabel, we find this
combination of the trowel and the sword
adopted as a symbol. The old ritual of
that degree says that Zerubbabel, being informed of the hostile intentions of the false
brethren from Samaria, " ordered that all
the workmen should be armed with the
trowel in one hand and the sword in the
other, that while they worked with the one
they might be enabled to defend themselves
with the other, and ever repulse the enemy
if they should dare to present themselves."
In reference to this idea, but not with
chronological accuracy, the trowel and
sword have been placed crosswise as symbols on the tracing-board of the English
Eoyal Arch.
Oliver correctly interprets the symbol of
the trowel and sword as signifying that,
" next to obedience to lawful authority, a
manly and determined resistance to lawless
violence is an essential part of social duty."
Trowel, Society of the. Vasari,
in his Li,ves of the Fainters and Sculptors
(life of G. F. Rustici), says that about the
year 1512 there was established at Florence
an association which counted among its
members some of the most distinguished
and learned inhabitants of the city. It
was the " Societal della Cucchiara," or the
Society of the Trowel.
Vasari adds that its
symbols were the trowel, the hammer, the
square, and the level, and had for its patron
St. Andrew, which makes Reghellini think,
rather illogically, that it had some relation
to the Scottish Rite. Lenning, too, says
that this society was the first appearance
of Freemasonry in Florence. It is to be
regretted that such misstatements of Masonic history should be encouraged by
writers of' learning and distinction. The
perusal of the account of the formation of
this society, as given by Vasari, shows that
it had not the slightest connection with
Freemasonry. It was simply a festive association, or dinner-club of Florentine
artists; and it derived its title from the accidental circumstance that certain painters
and sculptors, dining together in a garden,
found not far from their- table a mass of
mortar, in which a trowel was sticking.
Some rough jokes passed thereupon, in the
casting of the mortar on each other, and
the calling for the trowel to scrape it off.
Whereupon they resolved to form an association to dine together annually, and, in
memorial of the ludicrous event that had
led to their establishment, they called themselves the Society of the Trowel.
True Masons. See Academy of True
Masons.
Trust in God. Every candidate on
his initiation is required to declare that

tool of the Master's degree.

of affection and kindness, which unites all
the members of the Masonic family, wheresoever dispersed over the globe, into one
companionship of Brotherly Love.
This implement is considered the appropriate working-tool of a Master Mason, because, in Operative Masonry, while the Apprentice is engaged in preparing the rude
materials, which require only the gauge and
gavel to give them their proper shape, the
Fellow Craft places them in their proper
position by means of the plumb, level, and
square ; but the Master Mason alone, having examined their correctness and proved
them true and trusty, secures them permanently in their place by spreading, with
the trowel, the cement that irrevocably
binds them together.
The trowel has also been adopted as the
jewel of the Select Master. But its uses
in this degree are not symbolical. They
are simply connected with the historical
legend of the degree.

Trowel and Sword. When

Nehe-

miah received from Artaxerxes Longimanus the appointment of Governor of
Judea, and was permitted to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem, and to restore the city
to its former fortified condition, he met
with great opposition from the Persian
satraps, who were envious of his favor with
the king, and from the heathen inhabitants
of Samaria, who were unwilling to see the
city again assume its pristine importance.
The former undertook to injure him with
Artaxerxes by false reports of his seditious
designs to restore the independent kinddom of Judea. The latter sought to obstruct the workmen of Nehemiah in their
labors, and openly attacked them.
Nehemiah took the most active measures to refute the insidious accusations of the first,
and to repel the more open violence of the
latter.
Josephus says (Antiq., B. XI., ch.
vi., J 8,) that he gave orders that the builders
should keep their ranks, and have their
armor on while they were building; and,
accordingly, the mason had his sword on
as well as he that brought the materials for

building.

Zerubbabel had met with similar opposition from the Samaritans while rebuilding
the Temple; and although the events connected with Nehemiah's restoration of the
walla occurred long after the completion
of the second Temple, yet the Masons have
in the high degrees referred them to the
time of Zerubbabel. Hence in the fifteenth
degree of the Scottish Rite, or the Knight

6E
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TRUTH

TSCHOUDY

And so he who denies
the existence of a Supreme Being is debarred the privilege of initiation, for athe-

IVancs-Mofons Vengis; i. e., "A New Year'j
Gift for the Pope, or the Free Masons
Avenged." This was a caustic commentary
on the bull of Benedict XIV. excommunicating the Freemasons. It was followed, in the
same year, by another work entitled, Le Vat;"
ican Venge; i. e., "The Vatican Avenged
an ironical apology, intended as a sequence
These two works subto the former book.
jected him to such persecution by the
Church that he was soon compelled to seek

su

his trust is in God.

ism

is

a disqualification for Masonry.

This

pious principle has distinguished the Fraand it is
ternity from the earliest period
a happy coincidence, that the company of
Operative Freemasons instituted in 1477
should have adopted, as their motto, the
truly Masonic sentiment, " The Lord is
all our Trust."
Truth. The real object of Freemasonry, in a philosophical and religious sense,
This truth is,
is tlie search for truth.
From
therefore, symbolized by the Woed.
the first entrance of the Apprentice into
the Lodge, until his reception of the highIt is
est degree, this search is continued.
not always found, and a substitute must
sometimes be provided. Yet whatever be
the labors he may perform, whatever the
ceremonies through which he n)ay pass,
whatever the symbols in which he may be
instructed, whatever the reward he may
obtain, the true end of all is the attainment
of truth. This idea of truth is not the
same as that expressed in the lecture of
the first degree, where Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth are there said to be the
" three great tenets of a Mason's profession."
In that connection, truth, which is called a
" divine attribute, the foundation of every
virtue," is sjmonymous with sincerity, hon;

esty of expression, and plain dealing. The
higher idea of truth which pervades the

whole Masonic system, and which is symbolized by the Word, is that which is properly expressed to a knowledge of God.

Tschondy,
Michaud

liOuis

Theodore.

name

Thchvdi, but Leuning, Thory, Ragon, Oliver, and all other
Masonic writers, give the name as Tschoudy,
which form, therefore, I adopt as the most
usual, if not the most correct, spelling.
The Baron de Tschoudy was born at
Metz, in 1720. He was descended from a
family originally of the Swiss canton of
Glaris, but which had been established in
France since the commencement of the sixteenth century. He was a counsellor of
spells the

State and

member of

the Parliament of

Metz but the most important events of his
life are those which connect him with the
Masonic institution, of which he was a
zealous and learned investigator. He was
one of the most active apostles of the school
of Ramsay, and adopted his theory of the
Templar origin of Masonry. Having ob;

tained permission from the king to travel,
he went to Italy, in 1752, under the assumed
name of the Chevalier de Lussy, There he
excited the anger of the papal court by the
publication at the Hague, in the same year,
of a book entitled, Etrenne au Fape, ou les

safety in flight.

He next repaired to Russia, where his
means of living became so much impaired
that, Michaud says, he was compelled to
enter the company of comedians of the Empress Elizabeth. From this condition he
was relieved by Count Ivan Schouwalon,
who made him his private secretary. He
was also appointed the secretary of the
Academy of Moscow, and governor of the

pages at the court. But this advancement
of nis fortunes, and the fact of his being a
Frenchman, created for him many enemies,
and he was compelled at length to leave
Russia and return to France. There, however, the persecutions of his enemies pursued him, and on his arrival at Paris he
was sent to the Bastile. But the intercession of his mother with the Empress Elizabeth and with the Grand Duke Peter was
successful, and he was speedily restored to
then retired to Metz, and for
liberty.
the rest of his life devoted himself to the

He

task of Masonic reform and the fabrication
of new systems.
In 1762, the Council of Knights of the
East was established at Paris. Ragon says
Orthod. Ma^on., p. 137,) that " its ritual
{
was corrected by the Baron de Tschoudy,
the author of the Blazing iXar." But this

an error. Tschoudy was then at Metz,
and his work and system of the Blazing
is

Star did not appear until four years afterwards. It is at a later date that Tschoudy
became connected with the Council.
In 1766 he published, in connection with
Bardon-Duhamel, his most important work,
entitled, L'Eioile Flamboyante, ou la Sodete
des Francs- Magons consideree sous tovs les
Aspects; i. e., "The Blazing Star, or the
Society of Freemasons considered under
every point of view."
In the same year he repaired to Paris,
with the declared object of extending his
Masonic system. He then attached himself to the Council of Knights of the East,
which, under the guidance of the tailor
Pirlet, had seceded from the Council of
Emperors of the East and West. Tschoudy
availed himself of the ignorance and of
the boldness of Pirlet to put his plan of reform into execution by the creation of new
degrees.

;
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In. Tschoudy's system, however, as de-, is, from west to east by the north,the cairn
veloped in the L'Etoile Flamboyante, he being on the left hand of the circumambudoes not show himself to be the advocate lator.
of the high degrees, which, he says, are
Tubal Cain. Of Tubal Cain, the sa"an occasion of expense to their dupes, cred writings, as well as the Masonic leand an abundant and lucrative resource for gends, give us but scanty information. All
those who make a profitable traffic of their that we hear of him in the book of Genpretended instructions." He recognizes the esis is that he was the son of Lamech and
three symbolic degrees because their gra- Z'llah, and was "an instructor of every
dations are necessary in the Lodge, which artificer in brass and iron." The Hebrew
he viewed as a school and to these he adds original does not justify the common vera superior class, which may be called the sion, for tytsS, lotesh, does not mean " an inarchitects, or by any other name, provided structor," but "a sharpener,"
one who
we attach to it the proper meaning. All whets or sharpens instruments. Hence
the high degrees he calls "Masonic rev- Dr. Eaphall translates the passage as one
eries," excepting two, which he regards as "who sharpened various tools in copper
containing the secrect, the object, and the and iron."
The authorized version has,
essence of Masonry, namely, the Scottish however, almost indelibly impressed the
Knight of St. Andrew and the Knight of character of Tubal Cain as the father of
Palestine.
The former of these degrees artificers; and it is in this sense that he
was composed by Tschoudy, and its ritual, has been introduced from a very early pewhich he bequeathed, with other manu- riod into the legendary history of Masonry.
scripts, to the Council of Knights of the
The first Masonic reference to Tubal
East and West, wa^ published in 1780, Cain is found in the " Legend of the Craft,"
under the title of Ecossais de Saint Andre, where he is called "the founder of smithcontenant le developjiement total de Part royal craft." I cite this part of the legend from
de la Franche-Magonnerie.
Subsequently, the Dowland MS. simply because of its
on the organization of the Ancient and Ac- more modern orthography; but the story
cepted Scottish Rite, the degree was adopt- is substantially the same in all the old
ed as the twenty-ninth of its series, and is manuscript Constitutions. In that Manuconsidered as one of the most important script we find the following account of
and philosophic of the Scottish system. Tubal Cain
" Before Noah's flood, there was a man
Its fabrication is, indeed, an evidence of
called Lamech, as it is written in the Bible,
the intellectual genius of its inventor.
Eagon, in his Orthodoxie Magonnique, at- in the fourth chapter of Genesis ; and this
tributes to Tschoudy the fabrication of the Lamech had two wives, the one named
Eite of Adonhiramite Masonry, and the Ada and the other named Zilla; by his
authorship of the Heoueil Preoieux, which first wife, Ada, he got two sons, the one
contains the description of the Eite. But Jubel, and the other Jubal: and by the
the first edition of the Beetieil, with the ac- other wife he got a son and a daughter.
knowledged authorship of Guillaume de And these four children founded the beThis is prob- ginning of all the sciences in the world.
St. Victor, appeared in 1781.
ably about the date of the introduction of The elder son, Jabel, founded the science
the Eite, and is just twelve years after of geometry, and he carried flocks of sheep
and lambs into the fields, and first built
Tschoudy had gone to his eternal rest.
Tschoudy also indulged in light litera- houses of stone and wood, as it is noted in
ture, and several romances are attributed the chapter above named. And his brother
to him, the only one of which now known, Jubal founded the science of music and
entitled Thdr^se JPhilosophe, does not add to songs of the tongue, the harp and organ.
And the third brother, Tubal Cain, foundhis reputation.
Chemins Despontfes [Encyc. Magon., i. ed smith-craft, of gold, silver, copper, iron,
143,) says: "The Baron Tschoudy, whose and steel, and the daughter founded the
birth gave him a distinguished rank in so- art of weaving. And these children knew
ciety, left behind him the reputation of an well that God would take vengeance for
excellent man, equally remarkable for his sin, either by fire or water, wherefore they
social virtues, his genius, and his military wrote the sciences that they had found, on
talents."
Such appears to have been the two pillars that they might be found after
general opinion of those who were his con- Noah's flood. The one pillar was marble,
temporaries or his immediate successors. for that would not burn with fire and the
other was of brass, for that would not
He died at Paris, May 28, 1769.
term used by the Dru- drown in water."
Tuapholl.
Similar to this is an old Eabbinical traids to designate an unhallowed circumamdition, which asserts that Jubal, who was
bulation around the sacred cairn, or altar
the movement being against the sun, that the inventor of writing as well as of music,
;

—

;

A

:

:

TUBAL

TUBAL

having heard Adam say that the universe
would be twice destroyed, once by fire and
once by water, inquired which catastrophe
would first occur; but Adam refusing to
inform him, he inscribed the system of
music which he had invented upon two
pillars of stone and brick. A more modern
Masonic tradition ascribes the construction
of these pillars to Enoch.
To this account of Tubal Cain must be
added the additional particulars, recorded
by Josephus, that he exceeded all men in
strength, and was renowned for his warlike

the omission in Tubal Cain of the initial
T, which is the Phoenician article, and its
valueless vowel, we get Balean, which, by
the interchangeable nature of B and V, is
easily transformed to Vulcan.
" That Tubal Cain," says Bishop Stillingfleet, (Orig. Sac, p. 292,) "gave first occasion to the name and worship of Vulcan,
hath been very probably conceived, both
from the very great affinity of the names,
and that Tubal Cain is expressly mentioned
to be an instructor of every artificer in
brass and iron, and as near relation as

achievements.
The only other account of the protometallurgist that we meet with in any ancient author is that which is contained in
the celebrated fragment of Sanconiatho,
who refers to him under the name of
Chrysor, which is evidently, as Bochart
affirms, a corruption of the Hebrew chores
Sanur, a worker in fire, that is, a smith.
coniatho was a Phoenician author, who is
supposed to have flourished before the
Trojan war, probably, as Sir William
Drummond suggests, about the time when
Gideon was Judge of Israel, and who collected the difierent accounts and traditions
of the origin of the world which were extant at the period in which he lived.
fragment only of this work has been preserved, which, translated into Greek by
Philo Byblius, was inserted by Eusebius in
his JPrceparatio Evangelica, and has thus
been handed down to the present day.
That portion of the history by Sanconiatho,
which refers to Tubal Cain, is contained in
the following words
"A long time after the generation of
Hypsoaranios, the inventors of hunting

Apollo had to Vulcan, Jubal had to Tubal
Cain, who was the inventor of music, or
the father of all such as handle the harp
and organ, which the Greeks attribute to
Apollo."
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A

and

fishing, Agreas and Alieas, were born ;
the people were called hunters
after

whom

and

fishers,

and from

who

whom

sprang two

and the
of these two,
called Chrysor, was skilled in eloquence,
brothers,

discovered

manner of working

it.

iron,

One

and composed verses and prophecies.
was the same with Hephaistos, and

Vossius, in his
(lib.

cap. 36,)

i.,

treatise De Idolatria,
this derivation of

makes

Vulcan from Tubal Cain.

But Bryant, in
his Analysis of Ancient Mythology, (vol. i.,
p. 139,) denies the etymology, and says
that among the Egyptians and Babylonians, Vulcan was equivalent to Grus or
Osiris, symbols of the sun.
He traces the
name to the words Baal Cahen, Holy Bel,
or sacred Lord. Bryant's etymology may
be adopted, however, without any interference with the identity of Vulcan and

Tubal Cain.

He who

discovered the uses
in the corruptions of idolatry, have typified the solar orb, the source
of all heat. It might seem that Tubal is
an attribute compounded of the definite
particle T and the word Baal, signifying
Lord. Tubal Cain would then signify " the
Lord Cain." Again, dhu or du, in Arabic,
signifies Lord ; and we trace the same signification of this affix, in its various interchangeable forms of Du, Tu, and Di, in
many Semitic words. But the question of
the identical origin of Tubal Cain and
Vulcan has at length been settled by the
researches of comparative philologists.
of fire,

may well,

Tubal Cain is Semitic in origin, and
is Aryan.
The latter may be

He Vulcan

in- traced to the Sanscrit ulka, a firebrand,
vented fishing-hooks, bait for taking fish, from which we get also the Latin fulgur
cordage and rafts, and was the first of all a,udi fulmen, names of the lightning.
mankind who had navigated. He was
From the mention made of Tubal Cain
therefore worshipped as a god after his in the " Legend of the Craft," the word was
death, and was called Diamicbios. It is long ago adopted as significant in the prisaid that these brothers were the first who mary degrees, and various attempts have
contrived partition walls of brick."
been made to give it an interpretation.
Hephaistos, it will be observed, is the
Hutchinson, in an article in his ^irit of
Greek of the god who was called by the Masonry devoted to the consideration of
Bomans Vulcan. Hence the remark of the third degree, has the following referSanconiatho, and the apparent similarity ence to the word
" The Mason advancing to this state of
of names as well as occupations, have led
some writers of the lastj and even of the Masonry, pronounces his own sentence, as
present, century to derive Vulcan from confessional of the imperfection of the
Tubal Cain by a process not very devious, second stage of his profession, and as proand therefore familiar to etymologists. By bationary of the exalted degree to which

TUNE

TURKEY
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" This tune was very popular at the time
of the ballad operas, and I am informed
that the same words are still sung to it at
Masonic meetings.
"The air was introduced in The Village
Opera, The Chambermaid, The Lottery, The
Qrub-Street Opera, and The Lover his own
Rival. It is contained in the third volume
of The Dancing Master, and of Walsh's
New Country Dancing Master. Words and
music are included in Watt's Musical Miscellany, iii. 72, and in British Melody, or
The modern English Masons, and through The Musical Magazine, fol., 1739. They
them the French, have derived Tubal Cain were also printed on broadsides.
"In the Gentlemen's Magazine, for Octofrom the Hebrew tebel, earth, and kanah, to
acquire possession, and, with little respect ber, 1731, the first stanza is printed as A
It seems to be
for the grammatical rules of the Hebrew Health, by Mr. Birkhead.'
language, interpret it as meaning worldly there quoted firom 'The Constitutions of
possessions.
the Freemasons,' by the Rev. James AnIn the Hemming lectures, now the au- derson, A.M., one of the Worshipful Masthorized English system, we find the an- ters.
"There are several versions of the tune.
swer to the question, " What does Tubal
Cain denote?" is "Worldly possessions." One in Pills to Purge Melancholy, ii. 230,
And Delaunay, in his Thuilleur, (p. 17,) de- (1719,) has a second part; but that being
nies the reference to the proto-smith, and almost a repetition of the first, taken an ocsays " If we reflect on the meaning of the tave higher, is out of the compass of ortwo Hebrew words, we will easily recog- dinary voices, and has therefore been gennize in their connection the secret wish of erally rejected.
"In A Complete Collection of Old and
the hierophant, of the Templar, of the
Freemason, and of every mystical sect, to New English and Scotch Songs, ii. 172,
govern the world in accordance with its (1735,) the name is given as 'Ye Comown principles and its own laws." It is for- moners and Peers ' but Leveridge comtunate, I think, that the true meaning of the posed another tune to these words.
words will authorize no such interpretation.
"In The Musical Mason, or Freemason^
The fact is, that even if Tubal Cain were Pocket Companion, being a collection of
derived from tebel and kanah, the precise songs used in all Lodges, to which are
rules of Hebrew construction would forbid added the ' Freemasons' March and Ode,'
affixing to their union any such meaning (8vo, 1791,) this is entitled 'The Entered
as "worldly possessions."
Such an inter- Apprentice's Song.'
'Many stanzas have been added from
pretation of it in the French and English
systems is, therefore, a very forced and in- time to time, and others have been altered."
accurate one.
Turban. The usual head-dress worn
The use of Tubal Cain as a significant in Eastern nations, consisting of a quilted
word in the Masonic ritual is derived from cap, without rim, and a sash or scarf of
the " Legend of the Craft," by which the cotton or linen wound about the cap. In
name was made familiar to the Operative Eoyal Arch Chapters, the turban, of a purand then to the Speculative Masons and it ple color, constitutes the head-dress of the
refers not symbolically, but historically to Scribe, because that officer represents the
his scriptural and traditional reputation as Jewish prophet Haggai.
Tnrcopolier. The third dignity in
an artificer. If he symbolized anything, it
would be labor ; and a Mason's labor is to the Order of Knights Hospitallers of St.
acquire truth, and not worldly possessions. John, or Knights of Malta. It took it«
The English and French interpretation has name from the Turcopoles, a sort of light
fortunately never been introduced into this horse mentioned in the history of the
Christian wars in Palestine. The office of
country.
Tune, Freemasons'. The air of Turcopolier was held by the Conventual
the song written by Matthew Birkhead, Bailiff, or head of the language of Engand first published in the Book of Consti- land. He had the command of the cavalry
tutions of 1723, with the title of " the En- of the Order.
tered Prentice's Song," is familiarly and
Turkey. A writer in the Freemason^
Quarterly Review (1844, p. 21,) says that
distinctively known as "the Freemasons'
Tune." Mr. William Chappell, in a work there was a Masonic meeting in Constantientitled Popular Music of the Olden Time, nople, at which some Turks were initiated,
gives the following interesting account of it. but that the government prohibited the
aspires, in the Greek distich, TvftPovxoEu,
(tumbonchoeo,) Struo tumulum: 'I prepare
my sepulchre; I make my grave in the
pollutions of the earth; I am under the
shadow of death.' This distich has been
vulgarly corrupted among us, and an expression takes place scarcely similar in
sound, and entirely inconsistent with Masonry, and unmeaning in itself."
But however ingenious this interpretation
of Hutchinson may be, it is generally admitted that it is incorrect.

he

'

:

;

;

'
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future meetings. This must have been an
irregular Lodge, for organized Masonry was
riot introduced into Turkey until 1838,
when the first Lodges were erected by the
Grand Lodge of England. They were,
however, soon discontinued, in consequence
of the opposition of the Mohammedan
hierarchy.
more tolerant spirit, however, now exists, and there is a Provincial
Grand Lodge of England, having under
its jurisdiction four Lodges at Constantinople and four at Smyrna. There are also
four Lodges at Constantinople, under the
Grand Orient of France; four at Smyrna
and one at Constantinople, under the Grand
Orient of Italy; one at Constantinople,
under the Grand Lodge of Ireland; and
one at Constantinople, under the Grand
Lodge of Scotland. There are also three
two of them at
Eoyal Arch Chapters,
Smyrna and Constantinople, chartered by
the Supreme Chapter of Scotland, and one
at Constantinople, chartered by the Grand
Chapter of England. There are also two
Rose Croix Chapters,
one, from the Supreme Council of England, in Constantinople and the other, from the Grand Orient of Italy, in Smyrna. In these Lodges
many native Mohammedans have been in-

the high priest's breastplate " was a lignre,
hyacinth, or turquoise." The stone was a
ligure ; but Oliver is incorrect in supposing
that it is a synonym of either a hyacinth
or a turquoise, which are stones of a very
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itiated.

The Turks, however, have always

had

secret societies of their own, which
has led some writers to suppose, erroneously, that Freemasonry existed long before
the date of its actual introduction. Thus,
the Begtaachi form a secret society in

difierent nature.

Tuscan Order. The simplest of the
five orders of architecture, as its columns
are never fluted, and it does not allow the

introduction of any kind of ornament. It
one of the two modern orders, not being
found in any ancient example. Hence it
is of no value in Masonic symbolism.
Twelve. Twelve being composed of
the mystical numbers 7
5 or of 3x4,
the triad multiplied by the quarternion, was
a number of considerable value in ancient
systems. Thus there were twelve signs of
the zodiac, twelve months in the year,
twelve tribes of Israel, twelve stones in the
pectoral, and twelve oxen supporting the
molten sea in the Temple. There were
twelve apostles in the new law, and the
New Jerusalem has twelve gates, twelve
foundations, is twelve thousand furlongs
square, and the number of the sealed is
twelve times twelve thousand. Even the
Pagans respected this number, for there
were in their mythology twelve superior
and twelve inferior gods.
is

+

Twelve Illnstrious Kniglite.
The eleventh degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite; more correctly
Sublime Knight Elected, which

Twelve liCttered

see.

Ufaine.

The

Constantinople, encountered a Turk, who
use of various signs of Freemasonry,
some of which, the captain being a Mason,
he understood, and others he did not." It
is, however, probable in this instance, considering the date, that the Turk was really
a Mason, and possessed some higher degrees, which had not been attained by the
English captain. There is also another
equally celebrated Order in Turkey, the
Melewi, who have also secret modes of

Jews had among their divine names, besides the Tetragrammaton, a two lettered
name, which was Jah, a twelve lettered
and a forty-two lettered name. None of
these, however, were so sacred and unutterable as the Tetragrammaton. M^monides
says of the twelve lettered name, that it
was formerly used instead of Adonai, as
being more emphatic, in place of the Tetragrammaton, whenever they came to that
sacred name in reading. It was not, however, like the Tetragrammaton, communicated only to their disciples, but was imparted to any that desired its knowledge.
But after the death of Simeon the Just, the
Tetragrammaton ceasing to be used at all,
the twelve lettered name was substituted in
blessing the people and then it became a
secret name, and was communicated only
to the most pious of the priests. "What
was the twelve lettered name is uncertain,
though all agree that it was not a name,
but a sentence composed of twelve letters.
Rabbi Bechai says it was formed by a triple combination and permutation of the
four letters of the Tetragrammaton; and

recognition.

there are other explanations equally unsat-

Turkey, numbering

many thousands

of
Mussulmans in its ranks, and none but a
true Moslem can be admitted to the brotherhood. It is a religious Order, and was
founded in the year 1328 by the Hadji
Begtasch, a famous dervish, from whom it
derives its name. The Begtaschi have certain signs and passwords by which they are
enabled to recognize the " true brethren,"
and by which they are protected from vagabond impostors.
writer in Notes and

A

Queries says, in allusion to this society, that
"One day, during the summer of 1855, an
English merchant captain, while walking
through the streets of a Turkish quarter of

made

T^rqnolse.

Oliver says [Landm., ii.
621,) that the first stone in the third row of

;

isfactory.

There was also a forty-two lettered name,

:

:

TWELVE

TWELVE

839

composed, says Bechai, of the first forty- was divided into twelve parts, in allusion
two letters of the book of Genesis. An- to the twelve tribes of Israel, to each of
other and a better explanation has been which one of the points was referred, in the
propounded by Franck, that it is formed following manner:
out of the names of the ten Sephiroth,
1. The opening of the Lodge was symbolwhich with the \ vau, or and, amount ex- ized by the tribe of Reuben, because Eeuactly to forty-two letters.
There was an- ben was the first-born of his father Jacob,
other name of seventy-two letters, which who called him "the beginning of his
is

still

more inexplicable.

Of

all

these

names, Maimonides (More Neu., I. Ixii.,)
says that, as they could not possibly constitute one word, they must have been composed of several words, and he adds
" There is no doubt that these words conveyed certain ideas, which were designed
to bring man nearer to the true conception
of the Divine essence, through the process
we have already described. These words,
composed of numerous letters, have been
designated as a single name, because, like
all accidental proper names, they indicate
one single object and to make the object
more intelligible, several words are employed, as many words are sometimes used
This must be
to express one single thing.
well understood, that they taught the ideas
indicated by these names, and not the simple
pronunciation of the meaningless letters."
;

Twelve Original Points of MaThe old English lectures, which
were abrogated by the United Grand Lodge
of England in 1813, when it adopted the
system of Hemming, contained the follow-

sonry.

ing passage

" There are in Freemasonry twelve original points, which form the basis of the system, and comprehend the whole ceremony
of initiation.
Without the existence of
these points, no man ever was, or can be,
legally and essentially received into the
Order. Every person who is made a Mason
must go through these twelve forms and
ceremonies, not only in the first degree,
but in every subsequent one."
Hence, it will be seen that our ancient
Brethren deemed these " Twelve Original
Points of Masonry," as they were called,
of the highest importance to the ceremony
of initiation, and they consequently took
much pains, and exercised much ingenuity,
in giving them a symbolical explanation.
But as, by the decree of the Grand Lodge,
they no longer constitute a part of the English ritual, and were never introduced into
this country, where the "Four Perfect
Points" constitute an inadequate substitute, there can be no impropriety in presenting a brief explanation of them, for
which I shall be indebted to the industry
of Oliver, who has treated of them at great
length in the eleventh lecture of his Historical

Landmarks.

initiation, when these
points constituted a portion of the ritual,

The ceremony of

strength." He was,
ately adopted as the

therefore,

appropri-

emblem of that

cereessentially the beginning of
every initiation.

mony which

is

2. The preparation of the candidate was
symbolized by the tribe of Simeon, because
Simeon prepared the instruments for the
slaughter of the Shechemites and that part
of the ceremony which relates to offensive
weapons, was used as a token of our abhorrence for the cruelty exercised on that
;

occasion.
3. The report of the Senior Deacon referred to the tribe of Levi, because, in the

slaughter of the Shechemites, Levi was
supposed to have made a signal or report

Simeon his brother, with whom he was
engaged in attacking these unhappy people
while unprepared for defence.

to

The

entrance of the Candidate into the
tribe of Judah, because they were the first to cross the
Jordan and enter the promised land, coming from the darkness and servitude, as it"
were, of the wilderness into the light and
liberty of Canaan.
4.

Lodge was symbolized by the

6.

The prayer was symbolized by the

tribe of Zebulun, because the blessing and
prayer of Jacob were given to Zebulun, in
preference to his brother Issachar.
6. The drcumambulation referred to the
tribe of Issachar, because, as a thriftless

and indolent tribe, they required a leader
to advance them to an equal elevation with
the other tribes.

Advancing to the altar was symbolized
tribe of Dan, to teach us, by contrast, that we should advance to truth and
holiness as rapidly as that tribe advanced
7.

by the

to idolatry, among whom the golden serpent
was first set up to receive adoration.
8. The obligation referred to the tribe of
Gad, in allusion to the solemn vow which

was made by Jephthah, Judge of Israel, who
was of that tribe.
9. The intrusting of the candidate with
the mysteries was symbolized by the tribe
of Asher, because he was then presented
with the rich fruits of Masonic knowledgCj
as Asher was said to be the inheritor or
fatness and royal dainties.
of the lambskin, by
is declared free, referred to the tribe of Naphtali, which was
invested by Moses with a peculiar freedom,
when he said, " O Naphtali, satisfied with
10.

The

investiture

which the candidate

:
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and full with the blessing of the
Twenty-Seven. Although the numLord, possess thou the West and the ber twenty-seven is found in the degree
of Select Master and in some of the other
South."
11. The ceremony of the north-east comer high degrees, it can scarcely be called in itof the Lodge referred to Joseph, because, as self a sacred number. It derives its imthis ceremony reminds us of the most super- portance from the fact that it is produced
ficial part of Masonry, so the two half tribes by the multiplication of the square of three
27.
of Ephraim and Manasseh, of which the by three, thus 3 X 3 X 3
tribe of Joseph was composed, were acTwenty-Six. This is considered by
counted to be more superficial than the the Kabbafists as the most sacred of mysrest, as they were descendants of the grand- tical numbers, because it is equal to the
numerical value of the letters of the Tesons only of Jacob.
12. The closing of the Lodge was symbol- tragrammaton, thus
ized by the tribe of Benjamin, who was the
youngest of the sons of Jacob, and thus
1
5-1-6-1-5-1-10
26.
closed his father's strength.
Such were the celebrated twelve original
points of Freemasonry of the ancient Engliettered Name. The title
lish lectures.
They were never introduced given by the Talmudists to the name of
into this country, and they are now dis- God, ri'i or Jah, which see.
used in England. But it will be seen that,
Tyler. Tyle and Tyler are the old and
while some of the allusions are perhaps now obsolete spelling of Tile and 'Kkr,
abstruse, many of them are ingenious and which see.
appropriate. It will not, perhaps, be reType. In the science of symbology it is
gretted that they have become obsolete; yet the picture or model of something of which
Hence the
it cannot be denied that they added some- it is considered as a symbol.
thing to the symbolism and to the religious word type and symbol are in this sense syThus the tabernacle was a
reference of Freemasonry. At all events, nonymous.
they are matters of Masonic antiquity, and, type of the Temple, as the Temple is a
type of the Lodge.
as such, are not unworthy of attention.
Typbon. The brother and slayer of
Twenty-Four Inch Gauge.
rule two feet long, which is divided by Osiris, in the Egyptian mythology.
As
marks into twenty-tour parts, each one inch Osiris was a type or symbol of the sun, Tyin length. The Operative Mason uses it to phon was the symbol of winter, when the
take the necessary dimensions of the stone vigor, heat, and, as it were, life of the sun
that he is about to prepare. It has been are destroyed, and of darkness as opposed
adopted as one of the working-tools of the to light.
Entered Apprentice in Speculative MaTyre. An ancient city of Phoenicia,
sonry, where its divisions are supposed to which in the time of King Solomon was
represent hours. Hence its symbolic use celebrated as the residence of King Hiram,
to whom that monarch and his father
is to teach him to measure his time so that,
of the twenty- four hours of thp day, he may David were indebted for great assistance in
devote eight hours to the service of God and the construction of the Temple at Jerua worthy distressed brother, eight hours to salem. Tyre was distant from Jerusalem
his usual vocation, and eight to refresh- about one hundred and twenty miles bv
ment and sleep. In the symbolic language sea, and was thirty miles nearer by land.
of Masonry, therefore, the twenty-four inch An intercourse between the two cities and
their respective mouarchs was, therefore,
gauge is a symbol of time well employed.
Twenty-One. A number of mystical easily cultivated. The inhabitants of Tyre
import, partly because it is the product of were distinguished for their skill as artif3 and 7, the most sacred of the odd num- icers, especially as workers in brass and
bers, but especially because it is the sum other metals and it is said to have been a
of the numerical value of the letters of the principal seat of that skilful body of architects known as the Dionysiac fraternity.
Divine name, Eheyeh, thus:
The city of Sidon, which was under the
Tyrian government, was but twenty miles
5-1-10-^6-1-1=21.
from Tyre, and situated in the forest of
Lebanon. The Sidonians were, therefore,
It is little valued in Masonry, but is naturally woodcutters, and were engaged in
deemed of great importance in the Kabbala felling the trees, which were afterwards sent
and in Alchemy ; in the latter, because it on floats by sea from Tyre to Joppa, and
refers to the twenty-one days of distillation thence carried by land to Jerusalem, to be
necessary for the conversion of the grosser employed in the Temple building.
Dr. Morris, who visited Tyre in 1868, demetals into silver.
favor,

=

:
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n
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scribes it (3-eemasonry in the Holy Land, p.
91,) as a city under ground, lying, like Je-

Many of them were sent to
Jerusalem by Hiram, king of Tyre, to assist King Solomon in the construction of
his Temple. There, uniting with the Jews,
who had only a knowledge of the speculative principles of Freemasonry, which had
been transmitted to them from Noah,
through the patriarchs, the Tyrian Freemasons organized that combined system of
Operative and Speculative Masonry which
continued for many centuries, until the beginning of the eighteenth, to characterize
the Institution. This hypothesis is maintained with great ingenuity by Lawrie in
his History of Freemasonry, or by Dr.
Brewster, if he was really the author of
that work, and until recently it has been
the most popular theory respecting the
origin of Masonry. But as it is wanting in
the support of historical evidence, it has

rusalem, twenty to fifty feet beneath a dibris
of many centuries. It consists, to use the
language of a writer he has cited, of " prostrate and broken columns, dilapidated temples, and mounds of buried fragments."

Tyre, Quarries of. It is an error
of Oliver, and some other writers, to suppose
that the stones of the Temple of Jerusalem
wgre furnished from the quarries of Tyre.
If there were such quarries, they were not
used for that purpose, as the stones were
taken from the immediate vicinity of the
See Quarries.

edifice.

T^rlan FreemasonH.

Those who

sustain the hypothesis that Freemasonry
originated at the Temple of Solomon have
advanced the theory that the Tyrian Freemasons were the members of the Society
of Dionysiac Artificers, who at the time of

the building of Solomon's Temple flour-
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ished at Tyre.

yielded to the more plausible speculations
of recent writers.

u.
And, accordingly, the first reference that we
find to the duty of Lodge membership is in
the Charges, published in 1723, in Anderson's Constitutions, where it is said, after
U.den, Conrad Friederich. A describing a Lodge, that "every Brother
Masonic writer of some celebrity. He was ought to belong to one " and that " in ana Doctor of Medicine, and at one time a cient times, no Mason or Fellow could be
Professor in Ordinary of the University of absent from it, especially when warned to
Dorpat; afterwards an Aulic Counsellor appear at it, without incurring a severe cenand Secretary of the Medical College of St. sure, until it appeared to the Master and
Petersburg. He was from 1783 to 1785 the Wardens that pure necessity hindered him."
editor of the Archiv fur Freimaurerei mid In this last clause, Anderson evidently reRosenhreuzer, published during those years fers to the regulation in the Old Constituat Berlin. This work contains much inter- tions, that required attendance on the AnFor instance, in the oldesting information concerning Eosicruci- nual Assembly.
anism. He also edited, in 1785 and 1786, est of these, the Halliwell MS., it is said,
at Altona, the Ephemeriden der gesammten (I modernize the language,) "that every
Freimaurerei auf das Logenjahr 1785 und Master that is a Mason must be at the Gen1786.
eral Congregation, if he is told in reasonUnaffiliated Mason. A Mason who able time where the Assembly shall be
is not a member of any Lodge.
As this holden and to that Assembly he must go,
class of Masons contribute nothing to the unless he have a reasonable excuse."
revenues nor to the strength of the Order,
But the " Assembly " was rather in the
while they are always willing to partake of nature of a Grand Lodge, and neglect to
attend its annual meeting would not place
its benefits, they have been considered as
an encumbrance upon the Craft, and have the ofiender in the position of a modern
received the general condemnation of Grand unaffiliated Mason. But after the organization of subordinate Lodges, a permanent
Lodges.
It is evident that, anterior to the present membership, which had been before unsystem of Lodge organization, which dates known, was then established; and as the
about the end of the last century, there revenues of the Lodges, and through them
could have been no unaffiliated Masons. of the Grand Lodge, were to be derived
tJ.*. D,*, Letters placed after the names
of Lodges or Chapters which have not yet
received a Warrant of Constitution. They
signify Under Dispensation.

;

;

5

P

:

UNAFFILIATED

UNANIMOUS

from the contributions of the members, it
was found expedient to require every Mason to affiliate with a Lodge, and hence the
rule adopted iu the Charge already cited.
Yet, in Europe, non-affiliation, although
deemed to some extent a Masonic offence,
has not been visited by any penalty, except
that which results from a deprivation of
the ordinary advantages of membership in

and punished for any offence by the Lodge
within whose geographical jurisdiction he

any

lives.
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association.

resides.
8. And, lastly, as non-affiliation is a violation of Masonic law, he may, if he refuses to abandon that condition, be tried
and punished for it, even by expulsion, if

deemed necessary or expedient, by any
Grand Lodge within whose jurisdiction he

Unanlmons Consent.

The modern

Constitution of England,
however,, prescribes that " a brother who is
not a subscribing member to some Lodge,
shall not be permitted to visit any one
Lodge in the town or place where he resides more than once during his secession
from the Craft." He is permitted to visit
each Lodge once, because it is supposed
that this visit is made for the purpose of
enabling him to make a selection of the

one in which he may prefer working. But
afterwards he is excluded, in order to discountenance those brethren who wish to
continue members of the Order, and to partake of its benefits, without contributing to
its support. The Constitutions of the Grand
Lodges of Ireland and Scotland are silent
upon the subject, nor is any penalty prescribed for unaffiliation by any of the Grand
Lodges of the continent of Europe.
In this country a different view has been
taken of the subject, and its Grand Lodges
have, with great unanimity, denounced unaffiliated Masons in the strongest terms of
condemnation, and visited them with penalties, which vary, however, to some extent
in the different jurisdictions. I know, however, of no Grand Lodge in the United
States that has not concurred in the opinion that the neglect or refusal of a Mason
to affiliate with a Lodge is a Masonic offence, to be visited by some penalty and a
deprivation of some rights.
The following principles may be laid
down as constituting the law in this country on the subject of unaffiliated Masons
1. An unaffiliated Mason is still bound
by all those Masonic duties and obligations
which refer to the Order in general, but not
by those which relate to Lodge organization.

2.

He

possesses, reciprocally, all

those

which are derived from membership
in the Order, but none of those which result from membership in a Lodge.
rights

3.

He has

4.

He has

a right to assistance when in
imminent peril, if he asks for that assistance in the conventional way.

no

right to pecuniary aid from

a Lodge.
5. He has no right to visit Lodges, or
walk in Masonic processions.
6. He has no right to Masonic burial.

He

to

remains subject to the government of the Order, and may be tried
7.

still

ginning of the

last century,

In the be-

when Masonry

was reviving from the condition of decay
into which it had fallen, and when the experiment was tried of transforming it from
a partly operative to a purely speculative
system, the great object was to maintain a
membership which, by the virtuous character of those who composed it, should secure
the harmony and prosperity of the infant
Institution. A safeguard was therefore to
be sought in the care with which Masons
should be selected from those who were
likely to apply for admission. It was the
quality, and not the quantity, that was deThis safeguard could only be found
Hence, in
the sixth of the General Eegulations, adopted in 1721, it is declared that "no man can
be entered a Brother in any particular
Lodge, or admitted to be a member thereof,
without the unanimotis consent of all the
members of that Lodge then present when
the candidate is proposed, and their consent is formally asked by the Master."
And to prevent the exercise of any undue
influence of a higher power in forcing an
unworthy person upon the Order, it is
furthej said in the same article: "Nor is
this inherent privilege subject to a dispensation because the members of a pai-ticular
Lod^e are the best judges of it ; and if a
fractious member should be imposed on
them, it might spoil their harmony, or
hinder their freedom; or even break and
disperse the Lodge."
But a few years
after, the Order being now on a firm footing, this prudent fear of "spoiling harmony," or "dispersing the Lodge," seems
to have been lost sight of, and the brethren
began in many Lodges to desire a release
from the restrictions laid upon them by
sired.

in the unanimity of the ballot.

;

the necessity forunanimous consent.
Anderson says in his second edition

Hence

" But
was found inconvenient to insist upon
unanimity in several cases. And, therefore, the Grand Masters have allowed the
Lodges to admit a member if not above
three ballots are against him; though some
Lodges desire no such allowance." This
rule still prevails in England; and its
:

it

modern Constitution still permite the admission of a Mason where there are not
more than three ballots against him, though

UNFAVOEABLE

UNIFORMITY
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many

of the Lodges still demand una- Grand Lodges of England, in whose sysnimity.
tems of working there were many differIn the United States, where Masonry is ences, it was provided that a committee
more popular than in any other country, it should be appointed to visit the several
was soon seen that the danger of the In- Lodges, and promulgate and enjoin one sysstitution lay not in the paucity, but in the tem, " that perfect reconciliation, unity of
multitude of its members, and that the obligation, law, working, language, and
Only provision for guarding its portals was dress, might be "happily restored to the
the most stringent regulation of the ballot. English Craft."
few years ago, a writer
Hence, in every jurisdiction of the United in C. W. Moore's Magazine, proposed the
States, I think, without an exception, appointment of delegates to visit the Grand
unanimous consent is required. And this Lodges of England, Scotland, and Ireland,
rule has been found to work with such ad- that a system of work and lectures might
vantage to the Order, that the phrase, " the be adopted, which should thereafter be
black oall is the bulwark of Masonry," has rigidly enforced in both hemispheres. The
become a proverb.
proposition was not popular, and no deleUnfaTorable Report. Should the gation was ever appointed. It is well that
committee of investigation on the character it was so, for no such attempt could have
of a petitioner for initiation make an un- met with a successful result.
favorable report, the general usage is (alIt is a fact, that uniformity of work in
though some Grand Lodges have decided Masonry, however much it may be desired,
otherwise) to consider the candidate re- can never be attained. This must be the
jected by such report, without proceeding case in all institutions where the ceremoto the formality of a ballot, which is there- nies, the legends, and the instructions are
fore dispensed with.
This usage is founded oral. The treachery of memory, the weakon the principles of common sense; for, as ness of judgment, and the fertility of imby the ancient Constitutions one black ball agination, will lead men to forget, to diminish, or to augment, the parts of any
is sufficient to reject an application, the
unfavorable report of a committee must system which is not prescribed within cerThe Eabnecessarily, and by consequence, include tain limits by a written rule.
two unfavorable votes at least. It is there- bins discovered this when the Oral Law
fore unnecessary to go into a ballot after was becoming perverted, and losing its ausuch a report, as it is to be taken for granted thority as well as its identity by the interthat the brethren who reported unfavorably pretations that were given to it in the schools
would, on a resort to the D&Uot, cast their of the Scribes and Prophets. And hence,
negative votes. Their report is indeed vir- to restore it to its integrity, it was found
tually considered as the casting of such necessary to divest it of its oral character
To this are
votes, and the applicant is therefore at and give to it a written form.
once rejected without a further and un- we to attribute the origin of the two Talmuds which now contain the essence of
necessary ballot.
An identity Jewish theology. So, while in Masonry we
Uniforiuity of
of forms in opening and closing, and in find the esoteric ritual continually subjected
conferring the degrees, constitutes what is to errors arising mainly from the ignorance
technically called uniformity of work. or the fancy of Masonic teachers, the moniThe expression has no reference, in its re- torial instructions few in Preston, but
stricted sense, to the working of the same greatly enlarged by Webb and Cross
degrees in different Eites and different have suffered no change.
It would seem from this that the evil of
countries, but only to a similarity in the
ceremonies practised by Lodges in the non-conformity could be removed only by
same Eite, and more especially in the same making all the ceremonies monitorial; and so
jurisdiction.
This is greatly to be desired, much has this been deemed expedient, that
because nothing is more unpleasant to a a few years since the subject of a written
Mason, accustomed to certain forms and ritual was seriously discussed in England.
ceremonies in his own Lodge, than on a But the remedy would be worse than the
It is to the oral character of its
visit to another to find those forms and disease.
ceremonies so varied as to be sometimes ritual that Masonry is indebted for its perscarcely recognizable as parts of the same manence and success as an organization.
written, which would soon become a
Institution. So anxious are the dogmatic
authorities in Masonry to preserve this uni- printed, ritual would divest Symbolic Maformity, that in the charge to an Entered sonry of its attractions as a secret associaApprentice he is instructed never to "suffer tion, and would cease to offer a reward to
an infringement of our rites, or a devia- the laborious student who sought to master
tion from established usages and customs." its mystical science. Its philosophy and
In the act of union in 1813, of the two its symbolism would be the same, but the

A

Work.

—

A

—
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books containing them would be consigned ized its Lodges to confer it. Itwas deto the shelves of a Masonic library, their signed to detect clandestine and irregular
pages to be discussed by the profane as the Masons, and consisted only of the_ invescommon property of the antiquary, while titure of the recipient with certain new
the Lodges, having no mystery within their modes of recognition.
Masons.
portals, would find but few visitors, and cerUnion of
(Verein deutscher Maurer.) An association
tainly no workers.
It is, therefore, a matter of congratula- of Freemasons of Germany organized at
The society
tion that uniformity of work, however de- Potsdam, May 19, 1861.
Its
sirable and however unattainable, is not meets annually at different places.
so important and essential as many have professed object is the cultivation of
deemed it. Oliver, for instance, seems to Masonic science, the advancement of the
confound in some of his writings the cere- prosperity and usefulness of the Order,
monies of a degree with the landmarks of and the closer union of the members in
the Order. But they are very different. the bonds of brotherly love and affection.
The landmarks, because they affect the
Union of Scientific Freema(Bund sdeniifischer Freimaurer.)
identity of the Institution, have long since sons.
been embodied in its written laws, and un- An association founded, November 28,
less by a wilful perversion, as in France,
1802, by Fessler, Fischer, Mossdorf, and
where the Grand Mastership has been other learned Masons of Germany. Acabolished, can never be changed. But vari- cording to their act of union, all the memations in the phraseology of the lectures, bers pledged themselves to investigate the
or in the forms and ceremonies of initia- history of Freemasonry, from its oriein
tion, so long as they do not trench upon
down to the present time, in all its difthe foundations of symbolism on which the ferent parts, with all its systems and retroscience and philosophy of Masonry are gressions, in the most complete manner,
built, can produce no other effect than a and then to communicate what they knew
temporary inconvenience. The errors of to trustworthy brethren.
an ignorant Master will be corrected by his
In the assemblies of the members, there
better instructed successor. The variation were no rituals, nor ceremonies, nor any
in the ritual can never be such as to de- especial vestments requisite, nor, indeed,
stroy the true identity of the Institution. any outward distinctions whatever.
A
Its profound dogmas of the unity of God,
common interest and the love of truth, a

German

and the eternal life, and of the universal
brotherhood of man, taught in its symbolic
method, will forever shine out pre-eminent
above all temporary changes of phraseology.
Uniformity of work may not be attained,
but uniformity of design and uniformity
of character will forever preserve Freemasonry from disintegration.

Union, Grand Masters'.

Efforts

were made at various times in Germany to
organize an association of the Grand Masters of the Grand Lodges of Germany.
At
length, through the efforts of Bro. Warnatz,
the Grand Master of Saxony, the scheme
was fully accomplished, and on May 31,
1868, the

Grand Masters' Union

— Oroas-

miegiertag, literally, the diet of Grand Masters
assembled at the city of Berlin, the

—

Grand Masters of seven German Grand
Lodges being present. The meetings of
this body, which are annual, are entirely
unofficial ; it claims no legislative powers,
and meets only for consultation and advise-

ment on matters connected with the ritual,
the history, and the philosophy of Masonry.

Union

Master's Degree.

An

honorary degree, said to have been invented by the Lodge of Reconciliation in
England, in 1813, at the union of the two
Grand Lodges, and adopted by the Grand
Lodge of New York in 1819, which author-

general aversion of

all deception, treach-

and secrecy were the sentiments which
bound them together, and made them feel
the duties incumbenton them, without binding themselves by any special oath. Conseery,

quently, the

members of the ScientificUnion

had al 1 equal rights and obligations they did
not acknowledge a superior, or subordination to any Masonic authority whatever.
;

Any

upright,

scientifically-cultivated

Master Mason, a sincere seeker after truth,
might join this Union, no matter to what Rite
or Grand Lodge he belonged, if the whole
of the votes were given in nis favor, and he
pledged himself faithfully to carry out the
intention of the founders of the Order.

Each circle of scientific Masons was provided with a number of copies of the deed
of union, and every new candidate, when
he signed it, became a partaker of the
privileges shared in by the whole; the
Chief Archives and the centre of the Confederation were at first to be in Berlin.
But the association, thus inaugurated
with the most lofty pretensions and the
most sanguine expectations, did not well
succeed. " Brethren," says Findel, (Hist,
Lyon's Trans., p. 501,) " whose co-operation
had been reckoned upon, did not join; the
active working of others was crippled by
all sorts of scruples and hindrances, and

UNION

UNITED

Fessler's purchase of Klein wall drew off his
attention wholly from the subject. Differences of opinion, perhaps also too great egotism, caused dissensions between many members of the association and the brethren of
the Lodge at Altenburg. Distrust was excited in every man's breast, and, instead of
the enthusiasm formerly exhibited, there
was only lukewarmness and disgust."
Other schemes, especially that of the es-

their respective titles, the remainder of this
article may more properly be devoted to
the character of the Masonic organization
in the United States.
The Rite practised in this country is
most correctly called the American Rite.

tablishment of a Saxon Grand Lodge, impaired the efforts of the Scientific Masons.
The Union gradually sunk out of sight, and
finally ceased to exist.
Union of the Twenty-Two. See

Oerman

Union, of

Two and Twenty,

United Grand Iiodge of England. The

present Grand Lodge of England assumed that title in the year 1813,
because it was then formed by the union
of the Grand Lodge of the Ancients, called
the " Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of England according to the Old
Institutions," and the Grand Lodge of
Moderns, called the " Grand Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons under the Constitution of Eogland." The body thus formed,
by which an end was put to the dissensions
of the Craft which had existed iu England
for more than three-quarters of a century,
adopted the title, by which it has ever since
been known, of the " United Grand Lodge
of Ancient Freemasons of England."
United Sttates of America. The
history of the introduction of Freemasonry
into the United States of America is discussed
in this work under the titles of the different
States into which the Union is divided, and
to which therefore the reader is referred.
It may, however, be necessary to say, in
a general view of the subject, that the first
notice we have of Freemasonry in the
United States is in 1729, in which year,

during the Grand Mastership of the Duke
of Norfolk, Mr. Daniel Cox was appointed
Provincial Grand Master for New Jersey.
I have not, however, been .able to obtain
any evidence that he exercised his prerogative by the establishment of Lodges in
that province, although it is probable that
he did. In the year 1733, the "St. John's

Grand Lodge " was opened in Boston, in
consequence of a Charter granted, on the
application of several brethren residing in
that city, by Lord Viscount Montacute,
Grand Master of England. From that
time Masonry was rapidly disseminated
throughout the country by the establishment of Provincial Grand Lodges, all of
which after the Revolutionary War, which
separated the colonies from the mother
country, assumed the rank and prerogaThe
tives of independent Grand Lodges.
history of these bodies being treated under
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This title, however, has been adopted within only a comparatively recent period. It
is still very usual with Masonic writers to
call the Rite practised in this country the
York Rite. The expression, however, is

wholly incorrect.
The Masonry of the
United States, though founded, like that
practised in every other country, upon the
three symbolic degrees which alone constitute the true York Rite, has, by its
modifications and its adoption of high degrees, so changed the Rite as to give it an
entirely different form from that which
properly constitutes the pure York Rite.
(See American Rite.)
In each State of the Union, and in most
of the Territories, there is a Grand Lodge
which exercises jurisdiction over the symbolic degrees.
The jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge, however, is exercised to a
certain extent over what are called the
higher bodies, namely, the Chapters, CounFor by the
cils,
and Commanderies.
American construction of Masonic law, a

Mason expelled by the Grand Lodge

for-

membership in all of these bodies
to which he may be attached. Hence a
Knight Templar, or a Royal Arch Mason,
becomes ipso facto suspended or expelled
by his suspension or expulsion by a symbolic Lodge, the appeal from which action
Thus the
lies only to the Grand Lodge.
Masonic standing and existence of even the
Grand Commander of a Grand Commandery is actually in the hands of the Grand
Lodge, by whose decree of expulsion his
relation with the body over which he presides may be dissevered.
Royal Arch Masonry is controlled in
each State by a Grand Chapter. Besides
these Grand Chapters, there is a General
Grand Chapter of the United States, which,
feits his

however, exercises only a moral influence
over the State Grand Chapters, since it
possesses "no power of discipline, admonition, censure, or instruction over the Grand
Chapters." In Territories where there are no
Grand Chapters, the General Grand Chapter
constitutes subordinate Chapters, and over
these it exercises plenary jurisdiction.
The next highest branch of the Order is
Cryptic Masonry, which, although rapidly
growing, is not yet as extensive as Royal
Arch Masonry. It consists of two degrees.
Royal and Select Master, to which is sometimes added the Super Excellent, which,
however, is considered only as an honorary
degree.

These degrees are conferred in
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Councils which, owe their obedience to
Grand Councils. Only one Grand Council
can exist in a State or Territory, as is the
case with a Grand Lodge, a Grand Chapter,
or a Grand Commandery. Grand Councils
exist in many of the States, and in any
State where no such body exists, the Councils are established by Charters emanating
from any one of them. There is no Gen-

Grand Council. Eflforts have been repeatedly made to establish one, but the
proposition has not met with a favorable
response from the majority of Grand Coun-

thology of the ancients there were many
It was to correct this false opinion,
and to teach a purer theogony, that the inAnd so, as Waritiations were invented.
burton says, "the famous secret of the
mysteries was the unity of the Godhead."
This, too, is the doctrine of Masonic initiation, which is equally distant from the
blindness of atheism and the folly of polygods.

eral

theism.

cils.

boast of the Emperor Charles V., that the
sun never set on his vast empire, may be
applied with equal truth to tne Order of

Templarism

is

governed by a Supreme

body, whose style is the Grand Encampment of the United States, and this body,
which meets triennially, possesses sovereign power over the whole Templar system
in the United States. Its presiding officer
is called Grand Master, and this is the
highest office known to American Templarism. In most of the States there are Gi'and

Commanderies, which exercise immediate
jurisdiction over the Commanderies in the
State, subject, however, to the superintend-

ing control of the Grand Encampment.

Where

there are no Grand Commanderies,
Charters are issued directly to subordinate
Commanderies by the Grand Encampment.
The Ancient and Accepted Scottisn Rite
is very popular in the United States. There
are two bupreme Councils,
one for the
Southern Jurisdiction, which is the Mother
Council of the world. Its nominal Grand
East is at Charleston, South Carolina; but
its Secretariat has been removed to Washington city since the year 1870.
The
other Council is for the Northern Jurisdiction.
Its Grand East is at Boston, Massachusetts; but its Secretariat is at New
York city. The Northern Council has jurisdiction over the States of Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con-

—

necticut, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin. The Southern Supreme Council exercises jurisdiction
over all the other States and Territories of

the United States.

United (Supreme €onncil.

A

body of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite was formed February 13, 1832, in the
city of New York, by the union of the socalled Supreme Council of the United States
and the Supreme Council of South America, which assumed the title of the " United
Supreme Council for the Western Hemisphere." This body, irregular in its formation and illegal in its origin, was never
recognized by either of the regular Supreme

Councils of the United States, and

is

now

extinct.

Unity of God.

lu the popular my-

UnlTersality of Masonry. The

Freemasonry. From east to west, and from
north to south, over the whole habitable
globe, are our Lodges disseminated.
Wherever the wandering steps of civilized man
have left their footprints, there have our
temples been established. The lessons of
Masonic love have penetrated into the wilderness of the West, and the red man of
our soil has shared with his more enlightened brother the mysteries of our science;
while the arid sands of the African desert
have more than once been the scene of a
Masonic greeting. Masonry is not a fountain, giving health and beauty to some single hamlet, and slaking the thirst of those
only who dwell upon its humble banks;
but it is a mighty stream, penetrating
through every hill and mountain, and gliding through every field and valley of the
earth, bearing in its beneficent bosom the
abundant waters of love and charity for
the poor, the widow, and the orphan of
every land.

UniTersal liangnage.

See Lan-

guage, Universal.

Universal

Harmony, Order of.

See Mesmeric Masonry.

Universi Terrarum, etc. Documents emanating from any of the bodies
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
commence with the following epigraph:
"Universi Terrarum Orbis Architectonis
per Gloriam Ingentis," i. e., " By the Glory
of the Grand "Architect of the Universe."
This is the correct form as first published,
in 1802, by the Mother Council at Charleston in its Circular of that year, and used
in all its Charters and Patents.
Philosopher. One of
the mystical and theosophic works written
by Saint Martin, the founder of the Rite of
Martinism, was entitled Le Philosophe tnconnu, or The Unknown Philosopher,
whence the appellation was often given
by his disciples to the author.
degree
of his Rite also received the same name.
Superiors. When the
Baron Von Hund established his system or
Rite of Strict Observance, he declared that
the Order was directed by certain Masons

Unknown

A

Unknown

;

;

UNTEMPEEED

UPPER

of superior rank, whose names as well as
their designs were to be kept secret from
all the brethren of the lower degrees;
although there was an insinuation that
they were to be found or to be heard of in
Scotland. To these secret dignitaries he
gave the title of " Superiores Incogniti,"
or Unknown Superiors. Many Masonic
writers, suspecting that Jesuitism was at
the bottom of all the Masonry of that day,
asserted that S. I., the initials of Superiores
Incogniti, meant really Societas Jesu, i. e.,
the Society of Jesus or the Jesuits. It is
scarcely necessary now to say that the
whole story of the Unknown Superiors was

a myth.
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human wisdom and human

means, it has
been unable to give strength and perfection
to all

who come

within

its pale.

The

de-

nial of a Peter, the doublings of a Thomas,
or even the betrayal of a Judas, could cast
no reproach on that holy band of Apostles
of which each formed a constituent part.
" Is Freemasonry answerable," says Dr.
Oliver, {Landm,, i., p. 148,) "for the misdeeds of an individual Brother? By no

He

has had the advantage of Maand has failed to profit
by it. He has enjoyed Masonic privileges,
but has not possessed Masonic virtue."
Such a man it is our duty to reform, or to
dismiss but the world should not condemn
us, if we fail in our attempt at reformation.
God alone can change the heart. Masonry
furnishes precepts and obligations of duty
which, if obeyed, must make its members
wiser, better, happier men but it claims
no power of regeneration. Condemn when
our instruction is evil, but not when our
pupils are dull, and deaf to our lessons for,
in so doing, you condemn the holy religion

means.

sonic instruction,

;

Ilntempered Mortar.

In the

lec-

ture used in the United States in the early
part of the present century, and in some
parts of the country almost as recently as
the middle of the century, the apprentices
at the Temple were said to wear their
aprons in the peculiar manner characteristic of that class that they might preserve
their garments from being defiled by " un-

tempered mortar." This is mortar which
has not been properly mixed for use, and
it thus became a symbol of passions and
appetites not duly restrained.
Hence the
Speculative Apprentice was made to wear
his apron in that peculiar manner to teach
him that he should not allow his soul to be
defiled by the " untempered mortar of unruly passions."

Unutterable STame.

The

grammaton, or Divine Name, which

commonly

cal led

the Inefiable

Tetrais

Name.

That there
are men in our Order whose lives and characters reflect no credit on the Institution,
whose ears turn coldly from its beautiful
lessons of morality, whose hearts are untouched by its soothing influences of
brotherly kindness, whose hands are not
opened to aid in its deeds of charity, is a
fact which we cannot deny, although we
may be permitted to express our grief while
we acknowledge its truth. But these men,
though in the Temple, are not of the Temple they are among us, but are not with
us they belong to our household, but they
are not of our faith they are of Israel, but
they are not Israel. We have sought to
teach them, but they would not be instructed seeing, they have not perceived
and hearing, they have not understood the
symbolic language in which our lessons of
wisdom are communicated. The fault is
not with us, that we have not given, but
with them, that they have not received.
And, indeed, hard and unjust would it be
to censure the Masonic institution, because,
partaking of the infirmity and weakness of
;

;

which you profess. Masonry prescribes no
principles that are opposed to the sacred
teachings of the Divine Lawgiver, and
sanctions no acts that are not consistent
with thesternest morality and the most faithful obedience to government and the laws
and while this continues to be its character,
it cannot, without the most atrocious injustice, be made responsible for the acts of its

unworthy members.

Of all human societies. Freemasonry is
The undoubtedly, under all circumstances, the

Unworthy Members.

;

;

more

two words are precisely synonymous.

;

;

form the truly good man. But
however well conceived may be its laws,
they cannot completely change the natural
disposition of those who ought to observe
them. In truth, they serve as lights and
fittest to

guides; but as they can only direct men
by restraining the impetuosity of their passions, these last too often become dominant, and the Institution is forgotten.
Upper Chambers. The practice of
holding Masonic Lodges in the upper rooms
of houses is so universal that, in all my experience, I have no knowledge of a single
instance in which a Lodge has been holden
in a room on the first floor of a building.
The most apparent reason for this is, that
security from being overseen or overheard
may be thus obtained, and hence Dr. Oliver says, in his Book of the Lodge, (p. 44,)
that "a Masonic hall should be isolated,
and, if possible, surrounded with lofty
As, however, such a situation
walls
in large towns, where Masonry is usually
practised, can .seldom be obtained with
convenience to the brethren, the Lodge
should be formed in an upper story." This,
as a practical reason, will be perhaps suf-
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Masons in general. But to those
are more curious, it may be well to
say, that for this custom there is also a
mystical reason of great antiquity.
Gregory, in his Notes and Observations on
some Passages of Scripture, (1671, p. 17,)
says " The upper rooms in Scripture were
laces in that part of the house which was
E
ighest from the ground, set apart by the
Jews for their private orisons and devotions, to be addressed towards Solomon's
Temple." This room received, in the Hebrew language, the appellation of Alijah,
which has been translated by the Greek
huperoon, and improperly by the Latin cxnaculum. The Hebrew and the Greek both
have the signification of an upper room,
while the Latin appellative would give the
idea of a dining-room or place for eating,
thus taking away the sacred character of
the apartment. The Alijah was really a
secret chamber or recess in the upper part
of the house, devoted to religious uses.
Hence the wise men or Eabbins of Israel
are called by the Talmudists beni Alijah,
or " the sons of the upper or secret room."
And so, in Psalm civ. 2, 3, the Psalmist
speaks of God as stretching out the heavens
like a curtain, and laying the beams of his
chambers in the waters, where, in the orig"
inal, the word here translated " chambers
is the plural of Alijah, and should more
properly be rendered "his secret chambers " an allusion, as Dr. Clarke thinks,
to the holy of holies of the tabernacle.
Again, in 2 Chronicles ix. 3, 4, it is said
that when the Queen of Sheba had seen
the wisdom of Solomon and the house that
he had built
his provisions, servants, and
cup-bearers, " and his ascent by which he

ficient to

who

:

:

—

—

went up into the house of the Lord there
was no more spirit in her." The word
which our translators have rendered " his
ascent," is again this word Alijah, and the
passage should be rendered "his secret
chamber," or " upper room " the one by
which, through a private way, he was enabled to pass into the Temple.
On the advent of Christianity, this Jewish custom of worshipping privately in an
upper room was adopted by the apostles
and disciples, and the New Testament contains many instances of the practice, the
word Alijah being, as I have already remarked, translated by the Greek huperoon,
which has a similar meaning. Thus in
Acts i. 13, we find the apostles praying in
an upper room and again, in the twentieth
chapter, the disciples are represented as
having met at Ephesus in an upper room,
where Peter preached to them. But it is
unnecessary to multiply instances of this
usage. The evidence is complete that the
Jews, and after them the primitive Chris;

;

performed their devotions in upper
rooms. And the care with which Alijah,
huperoon, or upper chamber, is always used
to designate the place of devotion, abundantly indicates that any other place would
have been considered improper.
Hence we may trace the practice of holding Lodges in upper rooms to this ancient
custom ; and that, again, has perhaps some
connection with the sacred character always
given by the ancients to " high places," so
that it is said, in the Masonic lectures, that
our ancient brethren met on high hills and
low vales. The reason there assigned by
implication is that the meeting may be
secret ; that is, the lectures place the Lodge
on a high hill, a vale, or other secret place.
And this reason is more definitely stated in
the modern lectures, which say that they so
met " to observe the approach of cowans
and eavesdroppers, and to guard against
surprise." Yet it is not improbable that
the ancient symbolism of the sanctity of a
high place was referred to as well as that
more practical idea of secrecy and safety.
Upright Posture. The upright posture of the Apprentice in the north-east corner, as a symbol of upright conduct, was introduced into the ritual by Preston, who
taught in his lectures that the candidate
then represented "a just and upright man
tians,

and Mason." The same symbolism is referred to by Hutchinson, who says that "as
the builder raises his column by the plane
and perpendicular, so should the Mason
carry himself towards the world." Indeed,
the application of the corner-stone, or the
square stone, as a symbol of uprightness of
conduct, which is precisely the Masonic
symbolism of the candidate in the northeast, was familiar to the ancients; for Plato
says that he who valiantly sustains the
shocks of adverse fortune, demeaning himself uprightly, is truly good and of a square
posture.

Hebrew, IX'IIX, meaning the
God.
An archangel, mentioned
only in 2 Esdras. Michael Glycas, the
Byzantine historian, says that his post is in
the sun, and that he came down to Seth
and Enoch, and instructed them in the
length of the years and the variations of
the seasons. The book of Enoch describes
him as the angel of thunder and lightning,
lu some of the Hermetic degrees of Masonry, the name, as representing the angel
of fire, becomes a significant word.

Uriel.

fire

of

Urlin and Tliummlm. The Hebrew words O'lIX, Aurim, and D'DH, l%umim, have been variously translated by
commentators. The Septuagint translates
them, " manifestation and truth " the
Vulgate, "doctrine and truth;" Aquila,
"lights and perfections;" Kalisch, "per;

—

;

UEIM
feet brilliancy;"

but the most generally

received interpretation

What

the

URN

is,

"light and truth."

Urim and Thummim were has

also been a subject of as much doubt and
difference of opinion.
Suddenly introduced to notice by Moses in the command,
(Exod. xxviii. 30,) "and thou shalt put in
the breastplate of judgment the Urim and

—

Thummim," as if tliey were already
familiar to the people,
we know only of
them from the scriptural account, that they
were sacred lots to be worn concealed in or
behind the breastplate, and to be consulted
by the high priest alone, for the purpose
of obtaining a revelation of the will of
God in matters of great moment. Some
writers have supposed that the augury
consisted in a more splendid appearance of
certain letters of the names of the tribes
inscribed upon the stones of th e breastplate
others, that it was received by voice from
two small images which were placed beyond the folds of the breastplate.
variety of other conjectures have been hazarded, but as Godwyn (Moses and Aaron,
iv. 8,) observes, "he spoke best, who ingeniously confessed that he knew not what
the

—

A

Urim and Thummim was."
The opinion now almost

them a purer signification.
In reference to the Urim and Thummim,
we know not only from the authority of ancient writers, but
also from the con-

to

firmatory
testimony of more recent monumental
explorations, that
the
judges
of

cepted even by those who place the foundation of the Order at the Solomonic era.
Yet they have been introduced as a symbol into some of the continental high degrees.
Thus, in the last degree of the Order of Brothers of Asia, the presiding officer
wears the Urim and Thummim suspended
from a golden chain as thejewel of his office.
Eeghellini {Esprit du dogme, p. 60,) thus
gives the continental interpretation of the
symbol.
" The folly of Solomon is commemorated
in the instructions and ceremonies of a
high degree, where the Acolyte is reminded
that Solomon, becoming arrogant, was for a
time abandoned by the Divinity, and as he
was, although the greatest of kings, only a

weak enough to sacrifice to
and thereby lost the communication
which he had previously had through
the Urim and Thummim.
" These two words are found in a degree
idols,

of the Maiire icossais. The Venerables
of the Lodges and the Sublime Masters explain the legend to their recipients of an
elevated rank, as intended to teach them
that they should always be guided by reason, virtue, and honor, and never abandon
themselves to an effeminate life or silly superstition."
It is, I think, undeniable that

Urim and
have no legitimate existence as
a Masonic symbol, and that they can only
be considered such by a forced and modern

Thummim

interpretation.

IJriot,

work

Egypt woregoldea
chains around their necks, to which was
suspended a small figure of Themi, the
Egyptian goddess of Justice and Truth.
"Some of these breastplates," says Gliddon,
[Atig. Egypt, p. 32,) "are extant in European museums; others are to be seen on
the monuments as containing the figures
of two deities
Ba, the sun, and Theme.
These represent Ba, or the sun, in a double
capacity, physical and intellectual light;
and ThenH in a double capacity, ytwiice and
truth."

Neither in Ancient Craft nor in Royal

Arch Masonry have the Urim and Thum-

mim been

introduced; although Oliver discusses them, in his Landmarks, as a type of

a

Christ, to be Masonically applied in his
peculiar system of a Christian interpretation of all the Masonic symbols. But the fact
that after the construction of the Temple
of Solomon we hear no more of the consultation by the priests of the Urim and Thummim, which seem to have given way to the
audible interpretation of the divine will by
the prophets, would necessarily disconnect
them with Masonry as a symbol, to be ac-

mortal, he was

universally accepted is that the Jewish lawgiver borrowed this, as he did the ark, the brazen
serpent, and many other of the symbols
of his theocracy, from the usages so familiar to him of the Egyptian priests,
with which both he and Aaron were familiar, eliminating, of course, from them
their previous heathen allusion, and giving

5
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Josepb.

entitled

Le

The author

veritable

of a

Portrait d'un

Franc-Maqon, which was published by a
at Frankfort, in 1742. It may be
looked upon, says Kloss, as the earliest
public exposition of the true principles of
Masonry which appeared in Germany.
Many editions of it were published. M.
Uriot also published at Stongard, in 1769,
a work entitled Lettrea sur la Franche Mafonnerie/ which was, however, only an enlargement of the Portrait.

Lodge

IJrn. Among the ancients, cinerary
urns were in common use to hold the ashes
of the deceased after the body had been
subjected to incremation, which was the
usual mode of disposing of it. He who
would desire to be learned upon this subject should read Sir Thomas Browne'a
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celebrated work entitled Bydriotaphice, or
Urn Burial, where everything necessary to
be known on this topic may be found. In
Masctary, the cinerary urn has been intro-

duced as a modern symbol, but always as
having reference to the burial of the Temple
Builder. In the comparatively recent symbol of the Monument, fabricated by Cross
for the degree of Master in the American
Rite, the urn is introduced as if to remind
the beholder that the ashes of the great artist were there deposited.
Cross borrowed,
it may be supposed, his idea from an older
symbol in the high degrees, where, in the
description of the tomb of Hiram Abif, it
is said that the heart was enclosed in a.
golden urn, to the side of which a triangular stone was affixed, inscribed with the
letters J. M. B. within a wreath of acacia,
and placed on the top of an obelisk.

Uruguay. Freemasonry was introduced into the Republic of Uruguay by the
Grand Orient of France, which, in 1827,
chartered a Lodge called " the Children of

New World." Up to 1856, other Lodges
were established by the G. Bodies of France
and Brazil. In that year authoi'ity was obtained from the Supreme Council andGrand
Orient of Brazil, Valley of Lavradio, to establish a governing Masonic body, and the
Supreme Council and Grand Orient of
the

regularly constituted at Montevideo, in the A. A. Scottish Rite.
Usages. See Usages, in Addendum.

Uruguay was

Utah.

Freemasonry was introduced
by the
Grand Lodge of Montana, which chartered
Wasatch Lodge, No. 8. Mount Moriah
Lodge, No. 70, was chartered October 21,
1868, by the Grand Lodge of Kansas, and
Argenta Lodge, No. 21, by the Grand
Lodge of Colorado, September 26, 1871.
All of these Lodges are situated in Salt
Lake City. In January 16-20, 1872, the
representatives of the three Lodges met at
Salt Lake City and organized the Grand
Lodge of Utah, O. F. Strickland being
into the Territory, October 7, 1867,

elected

Grand Master.

V.
Tacandes in

Office. Every Ma- " our ancient brethren met on the highest
and installed to hold hills, the lowest dales, even in the valley
his office for the time for which he has been of Jehoshaphat, or some such secret place."
Hutchinson ((^.o/ilfas., p. 58,) has dilated
elected, and until his successor shall be installed.
This is in the nature of a contract on this subject, but, as I think, with a misbetween the officer and the Lodge, Chapter, taken view of the true import of the sym->
or other body which has elected him, and bol. He says: "We place the spiritual
to its terms he signifies his assent in the Lodge in the vale of Jehoshaphat, implymost solemn manner at the time uf his in- ing thereby that the principles of Masonry
stallation.
It follows from this that to are derived from the knowledge of God,
resign the office would be on his part to and are established in the judgment of
violate his contract. Vacancies in office, the Lord."
And he adds: "The highest
therefore, can only occur by death.
Even hills and lowest valleys were from the
a removal from the jurisdiction, with the earliest times esteemed sacred, and it was
intention of permanent absence, will not supposed the spirit of God was peculiarly
vacate a Masonic office, because the person diffusive in those places."
removing might change his intention, and
It is true that worship in high places
return.
For the reasons why neither res- was an ancient idolatrous usage. But
ignation nor removal can vacate an office, there is no evidence that the superstition
see Succession to the Chair.
extended to valleys. Hutchinson's subseTale or Valley. The vale or valley quent reference to the Druidical and
was introduced at an early period into the Oriental worship in groves has no bearing
symbolism of Masonry. A catechism of on the subject, for groves are not necessarily
sonic officer

is

elected

the beginning of the last century says that
"the Lodge stands upon holy ground, or
the highest hill or lowest vale, or in the
vale of Jehoshaphat, or any other secret
place." And Browne, who in the beginning
of the present century gave a correct version of the Frestonian lectures, says that

The particular reference to the
valley of Jehoshaphat would seem in that
case to carry an allusion to the peculiar
sanctity of that spot, as meaning, in the
original, the valley of the judgment of God.
But the fact is that the old Masons did not
derive their idea, that the Lodge was situvalleys.

VALLEY

VAULT
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ated in a valley, from
tice of the ancients.

any idolatrous prac- valuable essays. He is said to have introduced to the profession the use of the digiValley, in Masonry, is a symbol of talis purpurea as a remedial agent, espesecrecy. And although I am not disposed cially in diseases of the heart.
He was
to believe that the use of the word in this initiated into Masonry about the year 1811,
sense was borrowed from any meaning and thenceforth took an active part in the
which it had in Hebrew, yet it is a singu- Institution. He presided in the Lodge,
lar coincidence that the Hebrew word for Chapter, and Areopagus of the Sept Ecosvalley, crreemeiA, signifies also "deep," or, as sais r6unis with great zeal and devotion
Bate (Oritiea Hebrcea) defines it, ''whatever was in 1819 elected Secretary General of
lies remote from sight, as counsels and dethe Grand Orient, and in 1827 President of
signs which are deep or close."
This very the College of Eites.
He attained the
word is used in Job xii. 22, where it is thirty-third degree of the Ancient and Acsaid that God "discovereth deep things out cepted Kite, and was a warm advocate of
of darkness, and bringeth out to light the Scottish Masonry. But his zeal was temshadow of death."
pered by his judgment, and he did not
The Lodge, therefore, is said to be placed hesitate to denounce the errors that bad
in a valley because, the valley being the crept into the system, an impartiality of
symbol of secrecy, it is intended to indicate criticism which greatly surprised Ragon.
the secrecy in which the acts of the Lodge His principal Masonic works are Essai hisshould be concealed. And this interpreta- torique sur I'instiiution du Bit JEcossais, etc.,
tion agrees precisely with what is said in Paris, 1827, and a valuable historical conthe passages already cited, where the Lodge tribution to Masonry entitled Cours comis said to stand in the lowest vale " or any plet de la Magnnnerie, ou Hiatoire gdnerale de
secret place."
It is supported also by the f Initiation depuis son Origine Jusqu'd sou in;

present lecture in this country, the ideaa
of which at least Webb derived from Preston.
It is there taught that our ancient
brethren met on the highest hills and
lowest vales, the better to observe the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers, and to

en France, Paris, 1832. In private
Vassal was distinguished for his kind
heart and benevolent disposition.
The
Lodge of Sept Ecossais r6unis presented
him a medal in 1830 as a recognition of
his active labors in Masonry.
He died

guard against

May 4, 1840, at Paris.
Vault of Steel.

surprise.

Valley.

In the capitular degrees of
the French Rite, this word is used instead

stitution
life,

{Vmded'aoier:)

The

French Masons so call the Arch of Steel,
of Orient, to designate the seat of the which see.
Chapter. Thus on such a body a docuVault, Secret. As a symbol, the Sement would be dated from the " Valley of cret Vault does not present itself in the
Paris," instead of the "Orient of Paris." primary degrees of Masonry.
It is found
The word, says the Dictionnaire Magonnique, only in the high degrees, such as the Royal
is often incorrectly employed to designate
Arch of all the Rites, where it plays an
the south and north sides of the Lodge, important part. Dr. Oliver, in his Historwhere the expression should be " the col- ical Landmarks, (vol. ii., p. 434,) gives,
umn of the south " and " the column of while referring to the building of the second
the north." Thus, a Warden will address Temple, the following general detail of the
the brethren of his valley, instead of the Masonic legend of this vault.
brethren of his column.
The valley includes
"The foundations of the Temple were
the whole Lodge or Chapter; the columns opened, and cleared from the accumulation
are its divisions.
of rubbish, that a level might be procured
Vassal, Pierre Oerard. A French for the commencement of the building.
physician and Masonic writer, who was While engaged in excavations for this purborn at Manosques, in France, October 14,
1769. He was intended by his parents for
the Church, and entered the Seminary of
Marseilles for the purpose of pursuing his

At the commencement of the revolution he left the school
and joined the army, where, however, he
ecclesiastical studies.

remained only eighteen months. He then
applied himself to the study of medicine,
and pursued the practice of the profession
during the rest of his life, acquiring a large
reputation as a physician. He was ejected
a member of several medical societies, to
whose transactions he contributed several

pose, three fortunate sojourners are said to

have discovered our ancient stone of foundation, which had been deposited in the secret crypt by Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty,
to prevent the communication of inefiable
secrets to profane or unworthy persons.
The discovery having been communicated
to the prince, prophet, and priest of the
Jews, the stone was adopted as the chief
corner-stone of the re-edified building, and
thus became, in a new and more expressive
sense, the type of a more excellent dispensation.
An avenue was also accidentally
discovered, supported

by seven pair of

VAULT

VAULT

and entire, which, from their
had escaped the fury of the flames
that had consumed the Temple, and the
desolation of war that had destroyed the
city.
The secret vault, which had been
built by Solomon as a secure depository for
certain secrets that would inevitably have
been lost without some such expedient for
their preservation, communicated by a subterranean avenue with the king's palace;
but at the destruction of Jerusalem the
entrance having been closed by the rubbish
of falling buildings, it had been discovered
by the appearance of a keystone amongst
the foundations of the sanctum sanctorum.
A careful inspection was then made, and
the invaluable secrets were placed in safe

viewed with equal reverence by Jews and
Mohammedans, the former of whom, says
Mr. Prime, (Tent Life in the Holy Land, p.
183,) "have a faith that the ark is within
its bosom now."
Bartlett, ( Walks about Jerusalem, p. 170,)
in describing a vault beneath this mosque
of Omar, says " Beneath the dome, at the
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pillars, perfect

situation,

custody."
To support this legend, there is no historical evidence and no authority except
that of the Talmudic writers. It is clearly
a mythical symbol, and as such we must
accept it.
cannot altogether reject it,
because it is so intimately and so extensively connected with the symbolism of the
Lost and the Recovered Word, that if we
reject the theory of the Sacret Vault, we
must abandon all of that symbolism, and
with it the whole of the science of Masonic
symbolism. Fortunately, there is ample
evidence in the present appearance of Jerusalem and its subterranean topography,
to remove from any tacit and, as it were,
conventional assent to the theory, features
of absurdity or impossibility.
Considered simply as a historical question, there can be no doubt of the existence
of immense vaults beneath the superstructure of the original Temple of Solomon.
Prime, Eobison, and other writers who in
recent times have described the topography
of Jerusalem, speak of the existence of
these structures, which they visited and, in

We

some

instances, carefully examined.

After the destruction of Jerusalem by
Titus, the Roman Emperor Hadrian erected
on the site of the "House of the Lord" a
temple of Venus, which in its turn was destroyed, and the place subsequently became
a depository of all manner of filth. But
the Caliph Omar, after his conquest of Jerusalem, sought out the ancient site, and,
having caused it to be cleansed of its impurities, he directed a mosque to be erected
on the rock which rises in the centre of
the mountain. Fifty years afterward the
Sultan Abd-el-Meluk displaced the edifice
of Omar, and erected that splendid building which remains to this day, and is still
incorrectly called by Christians the mosque
of Omar, but known to Mussulmans as Elkubbet-es-Sukrah, or the Dome of the Rock.
This is supposed to occupy the exact site
of the original Solomonic Temple, and is

:

south-east angle of the Temple wall, conspicuous from all points, is a small subterraneous place of prayer, forming the entrance to the extensive vaults which support the level platform of the mosque
above."
Dr. Barclay ( City of the Great King) describes, in many places of his interesting
topography of Jerusalem, the vaults and
subterranean chambers which are to be
found beneath the site of the old Temple.

Conformable with this historical account
the Talmudical legend, in which the
Jewish Rabbins state that, in preparing
the foundations of the Temple, the workis

men discovered a subterranean vault sustained by seven arches, rising from as many
pairs of pillars. This vault escaped notice
at the destruction of Jerusalem, in consequence of its being filled with rubbish.
The legend adds that Josiah, foreseeing
the destruction of the Temple, commanded
the Levites to deposit the ark of the covenant in this vault, where it was found by
some of the workmen of Zerubbabel at the
building of the second Temple.
In the earliest ages, the cave or vault
was deemed sacred. The first worship was
in cave temples, which were either natural
or formed by art to resemble the excavations of nature. Of such great extent was
this practice of subterranean worship by
the nations of antiquity, that many of tlie
forms of heathen temples, as well as the
naves, aisles, and chancels of churches
subsequently built for Christian worship,
are said to owe their origin to the religious
use of caves.
From this, too, arose the fact, that the
initiation into the ancient mysteries was almost always performed in subterranean
edifices
and when the place of initiation,
as in some of the Egyptian temples, was
really above ground, it was so constructed
as to give to the neophyte the appearance,
in its approaches and its internal structure,
of a vault. As the great doctrine taught
in the mysteries was the resurrection from
the dead,
as to die and to be initiated were
synonymous terms, it was deemed proper
that there should be some formal resemblance between a descent into the grave
and a descent into the place of initiation.
" Happy is the man," says the Greek poet
Pindar, " who descends beneath the hollow
earth having beheld these mysteries, for
;

—

—

;
:
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he knows the end as well as the divine called Varuna, whence the Greeks got their
origin of life '' and in a like spirit Sopho- Ouranas ; and next was the Sun, called
cles exclaims, " Thrice happy are they who sometimes Savitar, the progenitor, and
descend to the shades below after having sometimes Mitra, the loving one, whence
beheld these sacred rites, for they alone the Persian Mithras. Side by side with
have life in Hades, while all others suflfer these was Agni, fire, whence the Latin
there every kind of evil."
ignis, who was the divinity coming most
The vault was, therefore, in the ancient directly in approximation with man on
mysteries, symbolic of the grave; for ini- earth, and soaring upwards as the flame to
tiation was symbolic of death, where alone the heavenly gods.
But in this natureDivine Truth is to be found. The Masons worship the Vedas frequently betray an
have adopted the same idea. They teach inward spirit groping after the infinite
that death is but the beginning of life; and the eternal, and an anxious search for
that if the first or evanescent temple of our the divine name, which was to be revertransitory life be on the surface, we must enced just as the Hebrew aspired after the
descend into the secret vault of death before unutterable Tetragrammaton. Bunsen {God
we can find that sacred deposit of truth in History, b. iii., ch. 7,) calls this "the dewhich is to adorn our second temple of sire
the yearning after the nameless
It is in this sense of an en- Deity, who nowhere manifests himself in
eternal life.
j;rance through the grave into eternal life the Indian pantheon of the Vedas
the
that we are to view the symbolism of the voice of humanity groping after God."
secret vault.
Like every other myth and One of the most sublime of the Veda
;

—

—

allegory of Masonry, the historical relation
may be true or it may be false it may be
founded on fact or be the invention of imagination ; the lesson is still there, and the symbolism teaches it exclusive of the history.
;

Tedas. The most

ancient of the re-

ligious writings of the Indian Aryans,

and

now

constituting the sacred canon of the
Hindus, being to them what the Bible is
to the Christians, or the Koran to the
Mohammedans. The word Veda denotes
in Sanscrit, the language in which these
books are written, wisdom or knowledge,
and comes from the verb Veda, which, like
the Greek OlSa, Foida, signifies "I know."
The German weiss and the English wit
came from the same root. There are four
collections, each of which is called a Veda,
namely, the Rig-Veda, the Yazur-Veda,
the Sama-Veda, and the Atharva-Veda
but the first only is the real Veda, the others
being but commentaries on it, as the Tal-

hymns

(Rig- Veda, b. x. hymn 121) ends
each strophe with the solemn question:
" Who is the god to whom we shall offer
our sacrifice ? " This is the question which
every religion asks; the search after the
All-Father is the labor of all men who are
seeking divine truth and light. The Semitic, like the Aryan poet in the same longing
spirit for the knowledge of God, exclaims,
" Oh that I knew where I might find him,
that I might come even to his seat." It is
the great object of all Masonic labor, which
thus shows its true religious character and
design.

Mason.

The Vedas have not exercised any direct
influence on the symbolism of Freemasonry.
But, as the oldest Aryan faith, they became
infused into the subsequent religious systems of the race, and through the ZendAvesta of the Zoroastrians, the mysteries of
Mithras, the doctrines of theNeo-platonists,
and the school of Pythagoras, mixed with
the Semitic doctrines of the Bible and the
Talmud, they have cropped out in the
mysticism of the Gnostics and the secret
societies of the Middle Ages, and have
shown some of their spirit in the religious philosophy and the symbolism of
Speculative Masonry.
To the Masonic
scholar, the study of the Vedic hymns is
therefore interesting, and not altogether
fruitless in its results.
The writings of
Bunsen, of Muir, of Cox, and especially of
Max Miiller, will furnish ample materials
for the study.
Tehm-gerlcht. See Westphalia, Secret Tribunal of

religion of the Vedas is apparently
an adoration of the visible powers of nature,
such as the sun, the sky, the dawn, and the
fire, and, in general, the eternal powers of
light.
The supreme divinity was the sky,

Yeils, Grand Masters of the.
Three ofl5cers in a Royal Arch Chapter of
the American Rite, whose duty it is to protect and defend the Veils of the Tabernacle,
for which purpose they are presented with

mud

is upon the Old Testament.
The Rig- Veda is divided into two

parts

the Mantras or hymns, which are all metrical, and the Brahmanes, which are in prose,
and consist of ritualistic directions concerning the employment of the hymns, and
the method of sacrifice. The other Vedas
consist also of hymns and prayers; but
they are borrowed, for the most part, from
the Rig- Veda.
The Vedas, then, are the Hindu canon of
his book of the law; and to
Scripture
the Hindu Mason they are his trestleboard, just as the Bible is to the Christian

—

The

.
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a sword. The jewel of their office is a the symbolism of the veils as a whole, and
sword within a triangle, and they bear each next, as to the symbolism of each veil sepa banner, which is respectively blue, purple, arately.
and scarlet. The title of "Grand Master"
As a whole, the four veils, constituting
appears to be a misnomer. It would have four divisions of the tabernacle, present
been better to have styled them " Masters " obstacles to the neophyte in his advance
or " Guardians." In the English system, to the most holy place where the Grand
the three Sojourners act in this capacity,
which is an absurd violation of all the facta
of history, and completely changes the

symbolism.

Yells, Symbolism of tlie. Neither
the construction nor the symbolism of the
Royal Arch tabernacle is derived from that of the Sinaitic. In the
Sinaitic tabernacle there were no veils of
separation between the different parts, except the one white one that hung before
the most holy place. The decorations of
the tabernacle were curtains, like modern

veils in the

tapestry, interwoven with

many

colors

;

no

curtain being wholly of one color, and not
running across the apartment, but covering
its sides and roof.
The exterior form of
the Royal Arch tabernacle was taken from
that of Moses, but the interior decoration
from a passage of Josephus not properly
understood.
Josephus has been greatly used by the
fabricators of high degrees of Masonry,
not only for their ideas of symbolism, but
for the suggestion of their legends.
In the
Second Book of Chronicles (iii. 14), it is
said that Solomon "made the veil of blue,
and purple, and crimson, and fine linen,
and wrought cherubims thereon." This
description evidently alludes to the single
veil, which, like that of the Sinaitic tabernacle, was placed before the entrance of
the holy of holies. It by no means resembles the four separate and equidistant veils
of the Masonic tabernacle.
But Josephus had said (Antiq., 1. viii., c.
iii., ^ 3), that the king "also had veils of
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and the
brightest and softest linen, with the most
curious flowers wrought upon them, which
were to be drawn before these doors." To
this description
which is a very inaccurate
one, which refers, too, to the interior of the
first Temple, and not to the supposed tabernacle subsequently erected near its ruins,
and which, besides, has no biblical authorwe must trace the ideas,
ity for its support
even as to the order of the veils, which the
inventors of the Masonic tabernacle adopted in their construction of it. That tabernacle cannot be recognized as historically correct, but must be considered, like the
three doors of the Temple in the symbolic
degrees, simply as a symbol. But this does

—

—

not at

all

diminish

ite

value.

The symbolism of the veils must be considered in t^o aspects J first, in reference to

sits. Now he is seeking to advance
to that sacred spot that he may there receive his spiritual illumination, and be
invested with a knowledge of the true Divine name. But Masonically, this Divine
name is itself but a symbol of Truth, the
object, as has been often said, of all a Mason's search and labor. The passage through
the veils is, therefore, a symbol of the trials
and difficulties that are encountered and
must be overcome in the search for and the
acquisition of Truth.

Council

This

is

the general symbolism

;

but we

lose sight of it, in a great degree, when we
come to the interpretation of the symbolism
of each veil independently of the others,
for this principally symbolizes the various
virtues and affections that should characterize the Mason.
Yet the two symbolisms
are really connected, for the virtues symbolized are those which should distinguish
every one engaged in the Divine search.
The symbolism, according to the system
adopted in the American Rite, refers to the
colors of the veils and to the miraculous
signs of Moses, which are described in Exodus as having been shown by him to prove
his mission as the messenger of Jehovah.
Blue is a symbol of universal firiendship
and benevolence. It is the appropriate
color of the symbolic degrees, the possession of which is the first step in the progress of the search for truth to be now instituted.
The Mosaic sign of the serpent

was the symbol among the ancients of

res-

urrection to life, because the serpent, by
casting his skin, is supposed continually to
renew his youth. It is the symbol here of
the loss and the recovery of the Word.
Purple is a symbol here of union, and refers to the intimate connection of Ancient
Craft and Royal Arch Masonry. Hence it
is the appropriate color of the intermediate
degrees, which must be passed through in
the prosecution of the search. The Mosaic
sign refers to the restoration of the leprous
hand to health. Here again, in this representation of a diseased limb restored to
health, we have a repetition of the allusion
to the loss and the recovery of the Word
the Word itself being but a symbol of Divine truth, the search for which constitutes
the whole science of Freemasonry, and the
•

symbolism of which pervades the whole
system of initiation from the first to the
last degree.

Scarlet

is

a symbol of fervency and zeal

VENERABLE

VENGEANCE

and is appropriated to the Royal Arch degree because it is by these qualities that
the neophyte, now so far advanced in his
progress, must expect to be successful in his
search.
The Mosaic sign of changing water into wine bears the same symbolic reference to a change for the better
from a
lower to a higher state
from the elemental
water in which there is no life to the blood
which is the life itself
from darkness to
light.
The progress is still onward to the
recovery of that which had been lost, but
which is yet to be found.
White is a symbol of purity, and is peculiarly appropriate to remind the neophyte, who is now almost at the close of
his search, that it is only by purity of life
that he can expect to be found worthy of
the reception of divine truth. " Blessed,"
says the Great Teacher, " are the pure in

tablished by the same authority. In 1825,
Cerneau, the head of the irregular Supreme
Council at New York, established in Caracas a Grand Lodge and Supreme Council
of the Scottish Rite. In 1827, the Liberator, Simon Bolivar, having by his decree
prohibited all secret societies, the Masonic
Lodges, with the exception of the one at
Porto Cabello, suspended their labors. In
1830, Venezuela having become independent by the division of the Colombian Republic, several brethren obtained from some
of the dignitaries of the extinct Grand
Lodge, in their capacity as Sovereign Inspectors General of the thirty-third degree, a temporary Dispensation to hold a
Lodge for one year, in the expectation that
they would, in the course of that time, be
enabled to obtain a Charter from some foreign Grand Lodge. But their efforts, in
consequence of irregularities, were unsuccessful, and the Lodge was suspended.

—
—

—

heart, for they shall see God."
The Mosaic
signs now cease, for they have taught their
lesson; and the aspirant is invested with
the Signet of Truth, to assure him that,

having endured all trials and overcome
all obstacles, he is at length entitled to receive the reward for which he has been
seeking; for the Signet of Zerubbabel is a
royal signet, which confers power and authority on him who possesses it.
And 80 we now see that the Symbolism
of the Veils, however viewed, whether collectively or separately, represent the laborious, hut at last successful, search for divine truth.

Venerable. The

title of a WorshipMaster in a French Lodge.
Venerable Orand Master of all

ful

Symbolic liOdges. The twentieth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Eite. See Grand Master of all Symbolic
Lodges. The Dictionnaire Magonnique says
that this degree was formerly conferred on
those brethren in France who, in receiving
it, obtained the right to organize Lodges,
and to act as Masters or Venerables for life,
an abuse that was subsequently abolished
by the Grand Orient. Ragon and Vassal
both make the same statement. It may be
true, but they furnish no documentary evidence of the fact. An examination of an
old MS. French ritual of the degree, when
it formed part of the Rite of Perfection,

which is in my possession, shows nothing
in the catechism that renders this theory
of its origin improbable.
Venerable, Perfect. ( Venerable
degree in the collection of
Parfait)

A

Venezuela. Freemasonry

For eight years, Freemasonry in Venezuwas in a dormant condition. But in
1838 the Masonic spirit was revived, the
Lodge just referred to renewed its labors,
the old Lodges were resuscitated, and the
National Grand Lodge of Venezuela was
constituted, whether regularly or not, it is
ela

impossible at this time, with the insuflScient
light before us, to determine. It was, however, recognized by several foreign bodies.
The Grand Lodge thus established, issued
Charters to all the old Lodges, and erected
new ones. In conjunction with the Inspectors General, i* established a supreme
legislative body, under the name of the
Grand Orient, and also constituted a Grand
Lodge, which continued to exist, with only
a few changes, made in 1852, until the pres-

ent Grand Lodge and Supreme Council were
established, January 12, 1865. There are
at present in Venezuela a Grand Lodge,
which, in 1870, had thirty-two Lodges un-

der its obedience, and a Supreme Council
of the Scottish Rite.
Vengeance. word used in the high
degrees.
Barruel, Robison, and the other
detractors of Freemasonry, have sought to
find in this word a proof of the vindictive
character of the Institution. " In the degree of Kadosh," says Barruel, {Memoires,
"the assassin of Adoniram beii. 310,)
comes the king, who must be slain to avenge
the Grand Master Molay and the Order of
Masons, who are the successors of the Tem-

A

plars."

No calumny was

ever fabricated with so
pretension to truth for its foundation.
The reference is altogether historical ; it is
the record of the punishment which followed a crime, not an incentive to revenge.
The word nekam is used in Masonry in
precisely the same sense in which it is emlittle

Viany.
first

pene-

trated into Venezuela in the beginning of
the present century, when a Lodge was
instituted by the Grand Orient of Spain.

Several other Lodges were subsequently es-
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VERGER

VERTOT

ployed by the prophet Jeremiah (I. 15)
when he speaks of nikemat Jehovah, "the
vengeance of the Lord,"
the punishment
which God will inflict on evil-doers. The
word is used symbolically to express the
universally recognized doctrine that crime
will inevitably be followed by its penal consequences. It is the dogma of all true re-

from Joseph K. Stapleton, Deputy General
Grand High Priest of the United States.
The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters was organized August 19, 1854, by
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ligions

same

;

and vice entailed the
would be no incentive to

for if virtue

result, there

the one and no restraint from the other.
Verger. An officer in a Council of
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, whose duties are similar to those of a Senior Deacon
in a Symbolic Lodge.

Termont. Freemasonry was introduced into the State of Vermont in 1781, in
which year the Grand Lodge of Massachugranted a Charter for the establishat Cornish. This town
having soon afterwards been claimed by
New Hampshire, the Lodge removed to
Windsor, on the opposite side of the river.
In 1785, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
chartered another Lodge at the town of
Manchester. A Grand Lodge was organized October 19, 1794, at Eutiand. I have
been unable to find any record of the number of Lodges that were engaged in that
organization, nor is there any evidence that
there were at that time in existence in Vermont any other than the two which had
been chartered by the Grand Lodge oi' Massetts

ment of a Lodge

sachusetts.

In no State of the Union did the antiMasonic party, as a political power, exercise so much influence as it did in Vermont. The Grand Lodge was, under the
pressure of persecution, compelled to susits labors in 1833.
All the Lodges
under its jurisdiction surrendered their
Charters, and Masonry tor fifteen years
had no active existence in that State. The
Grand Lodge, however, did not dissolve,

pend

a Convention of four Councils held at Vergennes, and Nathan B. Haswell was elected
Grand Master.
The Grand Encampment (now the Grand
Commandery) was originally organized in
1825.
It subsequently became dormant.
In 1850, the Grand Encampment was revived ; but it appearing that the revival was
attended by irregularities, and in violation
of the Grand Constitution of the Grand
Encampment of the United States, the
members dissolved the body, and the Deputy Grand Master, William H. Ellis, having, in December, 1850, issued a commission to three subordinate Encampments to
organize a Grand Encampment, that body
was formed January 14, 1852.

Vernhes, J, F. A French litterateur
and Masonic writer, who was in 1821 the
Venerable of the Lodge la Parfaite Humanity at Montpellier. He wrote an £ssai
sur PHistoire de la Franche-Magonnerie,
depuis son itablissement jusq'd nos Jours,
Paris, 1813
and Le Par/au Maqon ou Sepertoire complet de la Mafoniierie Symboligue.
This work was published at ontpellier, in 1820, in six numbers, of which
the sixth was republished the next year,
with the title of Apologie des Macons. It
contained a calm and rational refutation
of several works which had been written
against Freemajsonry. Vernhes became an
active disciple of the Rite of Mizraim, and
published in 1822, at Paris, a defence of it
and an examination of the various Rites
then practised in France.
;

M

Tertot d'Aubceuf, Ren^-Anbert

The Abb6 Vertot was born at the
Chateau de Bennelot, in Normandv, in
1665. In 1715 the Grand Master of the
but continued its legal life by regular, Knights of Malta appointed him the hisalthough private, communications of the toriographer of that Order, and provided him
officers, and by adjournments, until the year with the Commandery of Santenay
Vertot
1846, when it resumed vigor, Bro. Nathan discharged the duties of his office by
B. Haswell, who was the Grand Master at writing his well-known work entitled Histhe time of the suspension, having taken tory of the Knights Hospitallers of St. John
the chair at the resumed communication in of Jerusalem, afterwards Knights of Rhodes,
January, 1846. The regularity of this re- and now Knights of Malta, which was pubsumption, although at first denied by the lished at Paris, in 1726, in four volumes.
Grand Lodge of New York, was generally It has since passed through a great number
admitted by all the Grand Lodges of the of editions, and been translated into many
United States, with a welcome to which the languages. Of this work, to which the
devotion and steady perseverance of the Ma- Abbfi principally owes his fame, although
sons of Vermont had justly entitled them. he was also the author of many other hisThe Grand Chapter was organized De- tories, French critics complain that the
cember 20, 1804, Jonathan Wells being style is languishing, and less pure and
elected first Grand High Priest.
It shared natural than that of his other writiiigs.
the destinies of the Grand Lodge during Notwithstanding that it has been the basis
the period of persecution, but was reorgan- of almost all subsequent histories of the
ized July 18, 1849, under a commission Order, the judgment of the literary world
de.

.

VINTON

VESICA
is,

that

it

needs exactitude in

many

of

its

too much influenced by tlie
personal prejudices of the author.
The
Abbfe Vertot died in 1735.
details,

and

is

Vesica Plscis. The

fish

was among

primitive Christians a symbol
of Jesus.
(See Fish.)
The
vesica pisds, signifying literally
the air-bladder of a fish, but,
as some suppose, being the
rough outline of a fish, was
adopted as an abbreviated form
of that symbol. In some old
_

manuscripts

it

is

representation of the lateral
wound of our Lord. As a
symbol, it was frequently employed as a church decoration
by the Freemasons of the MidThe seals of all
dle Ages.
colleges, abbeys, and other religious communities, as well as of ecclesiastical persons, were invariably made of this shape.
Hence, in reference to the religious character of the Institution, it has been suggested
that the seals of Masonic Lodges should
also have that form, instead of the circular
one now used.

Texillnm

Belli.

A

war-flag.

In

meant a flag conof a piece of cloth fixed on a frame

sisting
or cross-tree, as contradistinguished

same

flag

charged with the red

cross.

"Viany,

Augnste de.

A

Masonic

writer of Tuscany, and one of the founders
there of the Philosophic Scottish Rite. He
was the author of many discourses, dissertations, and didactic essays on Masonic
subjects.
He is, however, best known as
the collector of a large number of manuscript degrees and cahiers or rituals, several
of which have been referred to in this

work.

used as a

classical Latin, Vexillum

Belli is the
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Vielle-Bru, Rite of. In 1748, the
year after the creation of the Chapter of
Arras by the Young Pretender, Charles
Edward, a new Rite, in favor of the cause
of the Stuarts, was established at Toulouse
by, as it is said. Sir Samuel Lockhart, one
of the aides-de-camp of the Prince. It
was called the Rite of Vielle-Bru, or Faithful Scottish Masons.
It consisted of nine
degrees, divided into three chapters as follows: First Chapter, 1, 2, 3. The symbolic
degrees 4. Secret Master. Second Chapter,
5, 6, 7, 8. Four ilu degrees, based on the
Templar system. ITiird Chapter, 9. Scientific Masonry.
The head of the Rite was
a Council of Menatzchim. In 1804 the
Rite was refused a recognition by the Grand
Orient of France, because it presented no
moral or scientific object, and because the
Charter which it claimed to have from
Prince Charles Edward was not proved to
be authentic. It continued to exist in the
south of France until the year 1812, when,
being again rejected by the Grand Orient,
it fell into decay.
;

from
a signum, or standard, which was simply a
pole with the image of an eagle, horse, or
some other device on
Among the
the top.
pretended relics of the
Tillars, Abb^ Montfaneon de.
Order of the Temple
He was born in Languedoc inT.658, and
is one called "le drawas shot by one of his relatives, on the high
peau de guerre, eu laine
road between Lyons and Paris, in 1675.
blanche, k quatre raie*
noires " i. e., the standard of war, of white The Abbe Villars is celebrated as the author
linen, with four black rays; and in the of 7%e Count de Oabalis, or Conversations on
statutes of the Order, the Vexillum Belli is the Secret /Scienceg, published in 2 vols., at
described as being " albo nigroque palatum," Paris, in 1670. In this work the author's
or pales of white and black, which is the design was, under the form of a romance, to
same thing couched in the technical lan- unveil some of the Kabbalistic mysteries
guage of heraldry. This is incorrect. The of Rosicrucianism. It has passed through
only war-flag of the ancient Knightfl Tem- many editions, and has been translated
into English as well as into other lanAdplars was the Beauseant.
dison, on the title-page of his
Vlncere aut Mori. French, Yaincre
Temple Ohurch, gives what he
ou Mourir, to conquer or to die. The motto
calls "the war-banner of the
of the degree of Perfect Elect Mason, the
Order of the Temple," and
first of the ilus according to the Clermont
which is, as in the margin, the
or Templar system of Masonry.
Beauseant, bearing in the centre
Tinton, David. A distingui.shed
the blood-red Templar cross.
lecturer on Masonry, and teacher of the
Some of the Masonic Templars,
ritual in the first quarter of the present
those of Scotland, for example,
century. His field of labors was princihave both a Beaucenifer or
Beauseant bearer, and a bearer of the Vex- pally confined to the Southern States, and
illum Belli. The difference would appear he taught his system for some time with
to be that the Beauseant is the plain great success in North and South Carolina.
white and black flag, and the Vexillum There were, however, stains upon his char;

.
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VIOLET

VIRGINIA

and he was eventually expelled by, I
think, the Grand Lodge of the former State.
He died at Shakertown, Kentucky, in July,
1833. Vinton published at Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1816, a volume, containing
Selections of Masonic, Sentimental, and
Humorous s6ngs, under the title of The Masonic Minntrel.
Of this rather trifling work
no less than twelve thousand copies were
sold by subscription. To Vinton's poetic
genius we are indebted for that beautiful
dirge commencing, "Solemn strikes the
funeral chime," which has now become in
almost all the Lodges of the United States
a part of the ritualistic ceremonies of the
third degree, and has been sung over the
graves of thousands of departed brethren.
This contribution should preserve the
memory of Vinton among the Craft, and
in some measure atone for his faults, whatever they may have been.
Violet. This is not a Masonic color,
except in some of the high degrees of the
Scottish Eite, where it is a symbol of mourning, and thus becomes one of the decoraPortal ( Coleurs
tions of a Sorrow Lodge.
Symboliques, p. 236, ) says that this color was

December 22, 1758, the " Eoyal Exchange
Lodge" at Norfolk was chartered by tne
Athol or Ancient York Lodge. But between 1741 and 1758 the Lodge of Fredericksburg had sprung into existence, for its
records show that General Washington was
This
there initiated November 4, 1752.
Lodge was chartered by the Grand I^odge
of Massachusetts on July 21, 1758, but had
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acter,

adopted for mourning by persons of high
rank. And Campini ( Vet^a Monumenta)

been acting under Dispensation for several
In 1777 there were ten
years before.
Lodges in Virginia, namely, two at Norfolk and one at each of the following places:
Port Eoyal, Fredericksburg, Hampton,
Williamsburg, Gloucester, Cabin Point,
Petersburg, and Yorktown. On the 6th
of May in that year, deputies from five of
these Lodges met in convention at Williamsburg, " for the purpose of choosing a Grand
Master for Virginia." So says the record
as contained in Dove's Text- Book. The
convention, however, adjourned to June 23,
after stating its reasons for the election of

On

that day it met, but
Finally, it met on October 13, 1778. The record calls it " a Convention of the Craft;" but it assumed the
form of a Lodge, and the Master and Wardens of Williamsburg Lodge presided.
Only four Lodges were represented, namely,
Williamsburg, Blandford, Botetourt, and
Cabin Point. The modern forms of Masonic conventions are not found in the proceedings of this convention. Nothing is
said of the formation of a Grand Lodge,
but the following resolution was adopted
"It is the opinion of this Convention,
that it is agreeable to the Constitutions of
Masonry that all the regular chartered
Lodges within this State should be subject to the Grand Master of the said State."

such an officer.
again adjourned.

was the mark of grief,
kings and cardinals. In
Christian art, the Saviour is clothed in a
purple robe during his passion and it is
the color appropriated, says Court de Gebelin, (Monde prim., viii. 201,) to martyrs,
because, like their divine Master, they undergo the punishment of the passion. Prevost (Hist, des Voyages, vi. 152,) says that
in China violet is the color of mourning.
Among that people blue is appropriated to
the dead and red to the living, because
with them red represents the vital heat,
Accordingly, John Blair, Past Master of
and blue, immortality and hence, says the Williamsburg Lodge, was nominated
Portal, violet, which is made by an equal and unanimously elected, and on the same
admixture of blue and red, is a symbol of day he was installed, by the Master of Wilthe resurrection to eternal life. Such an liamsburg Lodge, as " Grand Master of Free
idea is peculiarly appropriate to the use of and Accepted Masons of the State of Virviolet in the high degrees of Masonry as a ginia."
AH this was done, if we may trust
symbol of mourning. It would be equally the record, in Williamsburg Lodge, the
appropriate in the primary degrees, for Master thereof presiding, who afterwards
everywhere in Masonry we are taught to closed tlie Lodge without any reference to
mourn not as those who have no hope. the organization of a Grand Lodge.
Our grief for the dead is that of those who may, however, iinply that such a body was
believe in the immortal life. The red sym- then formed, for Dove
without, however,
bol of life is tinged with the blue of immor- giving any account of the proceedings in
tality, and thus we would wear the violet the interval, when there might or might not
as our mourning to declare our trust in the have been quarterly or annual communicaresurrection.
tions
says that a Grand Lodge was held
Virginia. There is much obscurity in the city of Eichmond, October 4, 1784,
about the early history of Freemasonry in when Grand Master Blair having resigned
The first chartered Lodge ap- the chair, James Mercer was elected Grand
this State.
pears to have been the " St. John's Lodge" Master. Dove dates the organization of the
at Norfolk, which received its Warrant in Grand Lodge at October 13, 1778.
1741 from the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
Eoyal Arch Masonry was introduced
states that violet

especially

among

;

;

We

—
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VISITATION

into Virginia, it is said, by Joseph Myers,
who was acting under his authority as
a Deputy Inspector of the Scottish Eite.
The Grand Chapter was organized at Norfolk, May 1, 1808.
It has never recog-

conveyed by these words. By "Invisible
Masonry " they denoted that body of intelligent and virtuous Masons who, irrespective of any connection with dogmatic
authorities, constituted " a Mysterious and
Invi-sible Society of the True Sons of Light,"
who, scattered over the two hemispheres,
were engaged, with one heart and soul, in
doing everything for the glory of the Grand
Architect and the good of their fellow- men.
By " Visible Masonry " they meant the
congregation of Masons into Lodges, which
were often affected by the contagious vices
of the age in which they lived. The form-

nized the authority of the General Grand
Chapter.
The Cryptic degrees are conferred in
Virginia in the Chapters preparatory to
the Royal Arch. There are therefore no
Councils of Royal and Select Masters in
the State.
The register, or roll published in the Proceedings of the Chrand Encampment of the
United States for 1871, (p. 27,) states that
the Grand Commandery of Virginia was
organized, November 27, 1823. But from
a report of the committee of the Grand
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er is perfect; the latter continually needs
purification.
The words wers originally
Invented to effect a particular purpose, and
to bring the recusant Lodges of TFrance
into their obedience. But they might be
advantageously preserved, in the technical
language of Masonry, for a more general
and permanent object. Invisible Masonry

Encampment, made September 17, 1847,
we learn the following facts. In 1824 there
existed three subordinate Encampments in
Virginia, which about the year 1826 formed
a Grand Encampment, that was represented would then indicate the abstract spirit of
that year in the General Grand Encamp- Masonry as it has always existed, while
ment. It is supposed that this body ceased Visible Masonry would refer to the conto exist soon after its organization, and a crete form which it assumes in Lodge and
Charter was granted, by the General Grand Chapter organizations, and in different Rites
Encampment, for an Encampment to meet and systems. The latter would be like the
On December 11, 1846, dele- material church, or church militant; the
at Wheeling.
gates from various Encampments in Vir- former like the spiritual church, or church
ginia met at Richmond and organized a triumphant. Such terms might be found
new Grand Encampment which they de- convenient to Masonic scholars and writers.
clared to be independent of the General
Visitation, Grand. The visit of a
Grand Encampment. At the session of Grand Master, accompanied by his Grand
the latter body in 1847, it declared this Officers, to a subordinate Lodge, to inspect
new Grand Encampment to be " irregular its condition, is called a Grand Visitation.
and unauthorized," and it refused to recog- There is no allusion to anything of the
nize it or its subordinates. Wheeling En- kind in the Old Constitutions, because
campment, however, was acknowledged to there was no organization of the Order bebe a lawful body, as it had not given its fore the eighteenth century that made such
adhesion to the irregular Grand Encamp- an inspection necessary. But immediately
ment. In Janua,ry, 1851, the Grand En- after the revival in 1717, it was found excampment of Virginia receded from its po- pedient, in consequence of the growth of
sition of independence, and was recognized Lodges in London, to provide for some
by the General Grand Encampment as one form of visitation and inspection. So, in
of

its

1861,

constituents.

when

the

It so

remained until

Grand Commandery

(the

title which had been adopted in 1859)
seceded from the Grand Encampment in
consequence of the civil war. It, however,
returned to its allegiance in 1866, and has
ever since remained a regular portion of
the Templar Order of the United States.

Virgin, Weeping.

See'

Weeping

Virgin.

;

Visible Masonry. In a circular
published March 18, 1775, by the Grand
Orient of France, reference is made to two
and
Did we not know something of the Masonic contentions then existing in France between the Lodges and
the supreme authority, we should hardly
comprehend the meaning intended to be
divisions of the Order, namely. Visible
Invisible

the very first of the Thirty-nine General
Regulations, adopted in 1721, it is declared
that " the Grand Master or hi3 Deputy hath
authority and right not only to be present
in any true Lodge, but also to preside wherever he is, with the Master of the Lodge on
his left hand, and to order his Grand Wardens to attend him, who are not to act in
any particular Lodges as Wardens, but in
his presence and at his command because
there the Grand Master may command the
Wardens of that Lodge, or any other brethren he pleaseth, to attend and act as his

Masonry.

Wardens pro

tempore."

In compliance with this old regulation,
whenever the Grand Master, accompanied
by his Wardens and other officers, visits a
Lodge in his jurisdiction, for the purpose
of inspecting its condition, the Master and

officers

VOGEL

VISITING
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of the Lodge thus visited surrender
Grand Master and the

their seats to the

Grand Officers.
Grand Visitations

are among the oldest
usages of Freemasonry since the revival
period. In this country they are not now
so frequently practised, in consequence of
the extensive territory over which the
Lodges are scattered, and the difficulty of
collecting at one point all the Grand Officers, many of whom generally reside at
great distances apart. Still, where it can
be done, the practice of Grand Visitations
should never be neglected.
The power of visitation for inspection is
confined to the Grand and Deputy Grand
Master. The Grand Wardens possess no
such prerogative. The Master must always
tender the gavel and the chair to the Grand
or Deputy Grand Master when either of
them informally visits a Lodge; for the
Grand Master and, in his absence, the
Deputy have the right to preside in all
Lodges where they may be present. But
this privilege does not extend to the Grand

Wardens.

Visiting Brethren. Every brother
from abroad, or from any other Lodge,
when he visits a Lodge, must be received
with welcome and treated with hospitality.
He must be clothed, that is to say, furnished
with an apron, and, if the Lodge uses them,
every Lodge should,) with gloves, and,
a Past Master, with the jewel of his
rank. He must be directed to a seat, and
the utmost courtesy extended to him. If
of distinguished rank in the Order, the
honors due to that rank must be paid to
him.
This hospitable and courteous spirit is
derived from the ancient customs of the
Craft, and is inculcated in all the Old Constitutions.
Thus, in the Stone MS., it is
directed "that every Mason receive and
cherish strange fellowes when they come
over the countrie, and sett them on worke,
if they will worke, as the manner is; that
is to say, if the Mason have any mould
stone in his place, he shall give him a
(as

if

stone, and sett him on worke and
he have none, the Mason shall refresh
him with money unto the next Lodge."
A similar regulation is found in all the
other manuscripts of the Operative Masons; and from them the usage has descended to their speculative successors.
At all Lodge banquets it is of obligation
that a toast shall be drunk " to the visiting
brethren."
To neglect this would be a
great breach of decorum.
Visit, Bight of. Every affiliated Mason in good standing has a right to visit
any other Lodge, wherever it may be, as

mould

;

if

often as it

may

suit his pleasure or conve-

nience ; and this is called, in Masonic law,
" the right of visit." It is one of the most
important of all Masonic privileges, because it is based on the principle of the
identity of the Masonic institution as one
universal family, and is the exponent of
that well-known maxim that "in every
clime a Mason may find a home, and in
every land a brother." It has been so long
and so universally admitted, that I have not
hesitated to rank it among the landmarks
of the Order.
The admitted doctrine on this subject is,
that the right of visit is one of the positive
rights of every Mason, because Lodges are
justly considered a.s only divisions for convenience of the universal Masonic family.
The right may, of course, be lost, or forfeited on special occasions, by various circumstances ; but any Master who shall refuse admission to a Mason in good standing,
who knocks at the door of his Lodge, is
expected to furnish some good and satisfactory reason for his thus violating a Masonic
right.
If the admission of the applicant,
whether a member or visitor, would, in his
opinion, be attended with injurious consequences, such, for instance, as impairing
the harmony of the Lodge, a Master would
then, I presume, be justified in refusing
admission.
But without the existence of
some such good reason. Masonic jurists
have always decided that the right of visitation is absolute and positive, and inures
to every Mason in his travels throughout
the world. See this subject discussed in its
fullest extent in the author's Text Book of
Masonic Jurisprudence, pp. 203-216.
Vivat. " Vi vat vivat vivat " is the
acclamation which accompanies the honors
in the French Rite. Bazot {Manuel, p. 165,)
says it is " the cry of joy of Freemasons of
the French Rite."
Vivat is a Latin word,
and signifies, literally, " May he live " but
it has been domiciliated in French, and
!

I

!

;

Boiste (Dictionnaire Universel) defines it as
" a cry of applause which expresses the
wish for the preservation of any one." The
French Masons say, " He was received with
the triple vivat," to denote that " He was
received with the highest honors of the

Lodge."

Vogel, Panl Joachim Sigismnnd. A distinguished Masonic writer
of Germany, who was born in 1753. He
was at one time co-rector of the Sebastian
School at Altdorf, and afterwards First
Professor of Theology and Ecclesiastical
Counsellor at Erlangen. In 1785 he published at Nuremberg, in three volumes, his
Briefs, die Freimaurerei betreffend; or, " Letters concerning Freemasonry."
The first
volume treats of the Knights Templars;
the second, of the Ancient Mysteries and
;

:

VOIGT

VOUCHING

the third, of Freemasonry. This was, saya
Kloss, the first earnest attempt made in
Germany to trace Freemasonry to a true,
historical origin.
Vogel's theory was, that
the Speculative Freemasons were derived
from the Operative or Stonemasons of the
Middle Ages. The abundant documentary
evidence that more recent researches have
produced were then wanting, and the views
of Vogel did not make that impression to
which they were entitled. He has, however, the credit of having opened the way,
after the Abb6 Grandidier, for those who
have followed him in the same field. He
also delivered before the Lodges of Nuremberg, several Discourses on the Design,
Character, and Origin of Freemasonry, which
were published in one volume, at Berlin,

nify the same by the same sign." The votes
are now counted by the Senior Deacon in a
subordinate Lodge, and by the Senior Grand
Deacon in a Grand Lodge, it having been

in 1791.

Toigt, Friedericb. A Doctor of
Medicine, and Professor and Senator at
Dresden. He was a member of the high
degrees of the Rite of Strict Observance,
where his Order name was Ernes a Falcone,
or Knight of the Falcon,
in 1788 he attacked Starck's Rite of the Clerks of Strict
Observance, and published an essay on the
subject, in the year 1788, in the Acta Historico-Eccledastica of Weimar.
Voigt exposed the Roman Catholic tendencies of the
new system, and averred that its object was
" to cite and command spirits, to find the
philosopher's stone, and to establish the
reign of the millennium." His development of the Kabbalistic character of the
Rite made a deep impression on the Masonic world, and was one of the most efiective attacks upon it made by its antagonists
of the old Strict Observance.

Toting. Voting

in Lodges viva voce, or
" aye " and " nay," is a modern innovation in this country. During the Grand

by

Mastership of the Earl of Loudon, on April
6, 1736, the Grand Lodge of England, on
the motion of Deputy Grand Master Ward,
adopted " a new regulation of ten rules for
explaining what concerned the decency of
assemblies and communications."
The
tenth of these rules is in the following
words
" The opinions or votes of the members
are always to be signified by each holding
up one of his hands which uplifted hands
the Grand Wardens are to count, unless the
number of hands be so unequal as to render
the counting useless. Nor should any other
kind of division be ever admitted on such
;

occasions."

The usual mode of putting the question is
" So many

for the presiding officer to say
as are in favor will signify the

:

same by the
usual sign of the Order," and then, when
those votes have been counted, to say "So
many as are of a contrary opinion will sig:
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found inconvenient for the Grand Wardens
to perform that duty. The number of votes
on each side is communicated by the Deacon to the presiding officer, who announces
the result.

The same method of voting should be
observed in

all

Masonic bodies.

Toting, Riglit

of.

Formerly,

all

members of the

Craft, even Entered Apprentices, were permitted to vote.
This
was distinctly prescribed in the last of the

Thirty-nine General Regulations adopted
But the numerical strength of
the Order, which was then in the first degree, having now passed over to the third,
the modern rule is that the right of voting
shall be restricted to Master Masons.
Master Mason may, therefore, speak and
vote on all questions, except in trials where
he is himself concerned as accuser or defendant. Yet by special regulation of his
Lodge he may be prevented from voting on
ordinary questions where his dues for a certain period
generally twelve months
have not been paid ; and such a regulation
exists in almost every Lodge.
But no
local by-law can deprive a member, who has
not been suspended, from voting on the
ballot for the admission of candidates, because the sixth regulation of 1721 distinctly requires that each member present
on such occasion shall give his consent before the candidate can be admitted.
And
if a member were deprived by any by-law
of the Lodge, in consequence of non-payment of his dues, of the right of expressing his consent or dissent, the ancient regulation would be violated, and a candidate
might be admitted without the unanimous
consent of all the members present. And
this rule is so rigidly enforced, that on a
ballot for initiation no member can be excused from voting. He must assume the
responsibility of casting his vote, lest it
should afterwards be said that the candidate was not admitted by unanimous con-

in 1721.

A

—

—

sent.

Toncbing. It is a rule in Masonry,
that a Lodge may dispense with the examination of a visitor, if any brother present
will vouch that he possesses the necessary
qualifications.
This is an important prerogative that every Mason is entitled to exercise; and yet it is one which may so
materially affect the well-being of the
whole Fraternity, since, by its injudicious
use, impostors might be introduced among
the faithful, that it should be controlled by
the most stringent regulations.
To vouch for one is to bear witness for

"
;

VOUCHING

VOUCHING

him, and in witnessing to truth, every caution should he observed, lest falsehood may
cunningly assume its garb. The brother
who vouches should know to a certainty
that the one for whom he vouches is really
what he claims to be. He should know
this, not from a casual conversation, nor a
loose and careless inquiry, but from " strict
trial, due examination, or lawful information."
These are the three requisites which
the ritual has laid down as essentially
necessary to authorize the act of vouching.
Let us inquire into the import of

that point." The candidate for examination is only entitled to know that he has
not complied generally with the requisiTo descend to partions of his examiner.
ticulars is always improper, and often dangerous. Above all, never ask what the
lawyers call " leading questions," which include in themselves the answer, nor in any
way aid the memory, or prompt the forgetfulness of the party examined, by the
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each.

By this is meant that
to be asked, and every
demanded, which is necessary to

1. Strict

Trial.

every question

is

answer
convince the examiner that the party exami ued is acquainted with what he ought

to know, to entitle him to the appellation
of a brother. Nothing is to be taken for
granted
categorical answers must be returned to all that it is deemed important to
be asked ; no forgetfulness is to be excused
nor is the want of memory to be considered
as a valid reason for the want of knowledge.
The Mason who is so unmindful of his obligations as to have forgotten the instructions he has received, must pay the penalty
of his carelessness, and be deprived of his
contemplated visit to that society whose
secret modes of recognition he has so little
valued as not to have treasured them in his

—

memory. The "strict trial" refers to the
matter which is sought to be obtained by
inquiry and while there are some things
which may safely be passed over in the in;

vestigation of one who confesses himself to
be "rusty," because they are details which
require much study to acquire and constant
practice to retain, there are still other
things of great importance which must be
rigidly demanded.
2. Due examination.
If " strict trial
refers to the

mailer,

"due examination"

alludes to the mode of investigation. This
must be conducted with all the necessary
forms and antecedent cautions. Inquiries
should be made as to the time and place of
initiation as a preliminary step, the Tiler's
OB. of course never being omitted. Then
the good old rule of " commencing at the
beginning " should be pursued. Let every
thing go on in regular course nor is it to
be supposed that the information sought
was originally received. Whatever be the
suspicions of imposture, let no expression
of those suspicions be made until the final
decree for rejection is uttered. And let
that decree be uttered in general terms,
such as, " I am not satisfied," or " I do not
;

-

recognize you," and not in more specific
language, such as, "You did not answer
this inquiry," or " You are ignorant on

slightest hints.

Lawful information. This authority
vouching is dependent on what has been
already described. For no Mason can law3.

for

fully give information of another's qualifications unless he has himself actually
But it is not every Mason who
tested him.
is competent to give " lawfiil information."

Ignorant or unskilful brethren cannot do
because they are incapable of discovering truth or of detecting error. A " rusty
Mason " should never attempt to examine
a stranger, and certainly, if he does, his
opinion as to the result is worth nothing.
If the information given is on the ground
that the party who is vouched for has been
seen sitting in a Lodge, care must be taken
to inquire if it was a "just and legally constituted Lodge of Master Masons."
A
person may forget from the lapse of time,
and vouch for a stranger as a Master
so,

Mason, when the Lodge in which he saw
him was only opened in the first or second
degree. Information given by letter, or
through a third party, is irregular. The
person giving the information, the one receiving it, and the one of whom it is given,
should all be present at the time, for otherwise there would be no certainty of identity.
The information must be positive,
not founded on belief or opinion, but derived from a legitimate source.
And,
lastly, it must not have been received casually, but for the very purpose of being
used for Masonic purposes. For one to say
to another, in the course of a desultory
conversation, "A. B. is a Mason," is not
sufficient.
He may not be speaking with
due caution, under the expectation that his
words will be considered of weight. He
must say something to this eflTect, "I know
this man to be a Master Mason, for such or
such reasons, and you may safely recognize
him as such." This alone will insure the
necessary care and proper observance of
prudence.
Lastly, never should an unjustifiable delicacy weaken the rigor of these rules. For
the wisest and most evident reasons, that
mercifiil maxim of the law, which says
that it is better that ninety-nine guilty
men should escape than that one innocent
man should be punished, is with us re-

versed; so that in

Masonry

it is better

that

VOYAGES

WAGES

ninety and nine true men should be turned
away from, the door of a Lodge, than that
one cowan should be admitted.

Voyages.
call

The French Masons thus
some of the proofs and trials to which

a candidate

is subjected in the course of
initiation into any of the degrees.
In the
French Rite, the voyages in the symbolic

degrees are three in the first, five in the
second, and seven in the third.
Their
symbolic designs are thus briefly explained
by Bagon ( Cours des Init., pp. 90, 132,) and
Lenoir, (La Franche-Maqonnerie, p. 263:)

863

The voyages

of the Entered Apprentice
are now, as they were in the Ancient Mysteries, the symbol of the life of man.
Those of the Fellow Uraft are emblematic
of labor in search of knowledge. Those of
the Master Mason are symbolic of the
pursuit of crime, the wandering life of
the criminal, and his vain attempts to es-

cape remorse and punishment. It will be
evident that the ceremonies in all the
Eites of Masonry, although under a different name, lead to the same symbolic results.

w.
W.'. An abbreviation of Worshipful,
of West, of Warden, and of Wisdom.

Waechter, Eberbard, Baron
Ton. Lord of the Chamber to the king
of

Denmark, and Danish Ambassador

at

Ratisbon was born in 1747. He was at
one time a very active member of the Rite
of Strict Observance, where he bore the
characteristic name of Sqttes A ceraso, and
had been appointed Chancellor of the German Priories of the 7th Province. When
the spiritual schism of the Order made its
vast pretensions to a secret authority derived
from unknown superiors, whose names they
;

refused to divulge, Von Wachter was sent
to Italy by the old Scottish Lodge of which
Duke Ferdinand was Grand Master, that
he might obtain some information from the
Pretender, and from other sources, as to the
true character of the Rite. Von Wachter
was unsuccessful, and the intelligence which
he brought back to Germany was unfavorable to Von Hund, and increased the embarrassments of the Strict Observance
Lodges. But he himself lost reputation.
host of enemies attacked him. Some
declared that while in Italy he had made
a traffic of Masonry to enrich himself;
others that he had learned and was practising magic; and others again that he had

A

secretly attached himself to the Jesuits.
Von Wachter stoutly denied these charges;
but it is certain that, from being in very
moderate circumstances, he had, after his
return from Italy, become suddenly and

unaccountably rich. Yet Mossdorf says
that he discharged his mission with great
Thory, quoting
delicacy and judgment.
the Beytrag zur neuesten Oeschicte, (p. 150,)
says that in 1782 he proposed to give a
new organization to the Templar system of

Masonry, on the ruins, perhaps, of both
branches of the Strict Observance, and
declared that he possessed the true secrets
of the Order. His proposition for a reform
was not accepted by the German Masons,
because they suspected that he was an
agent of the Jesuits. Kloss [Bibliog., No.
622') gives the title of a work published by
him in 1822 as Worte der Wahrheit an die
Menschen, meine Briider.
died May 25,
1825, one, perhaps, of the last actors iu the
great Masonic drama of the Strict Observ-

He

ance.

Wages of a Master Mason, SymIbolic.

See Foreign Countries.

Wages of Operative Masons.
the Old Constitutions praise is given
Alban because he raised the wages
of the Masons.
Thus the EdinburghKilwinning MS. says: "St. Albans loved
Masons well, and cherished them much,
and made their pay right good, standing
by as the realme did, for he gave them iig.
a week, and 3rf. to their cheer ; for before
that time, through all the land, a Mason
had but a penny a day and his meat, until

In

all

to St.

it."
We may compare
wages in the third century with
that of the fifteenth, and we will be surprised at the little advance that was made.Jn Grosse and AitXe's Antiquarian Repertory
(iii., p. 58,) will be found an extract from
the Roles of Parliament, which contains a
petition, in the year 1443, to Parliament to
regulate the price of labor. In it are the
following items: "And y' from the Fest
of Ester unto Mi^helmasse y° wages of eny
free Mason or maister carpenter exceed not
by the day mid., with mete and drynk, and
withoute mete and drink vrf., ob.
" A Maister Tyler or Sclatter, rough ma-

St.

Alban amended

this rate of

WAGES

WAGES
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son and meen carpenter, and other artifiThe legend-makers of Masonry have not
cers concernyng beldyng, by the day Hid., been idle in their invention of facts and
with mete and drynk, and withoute mete circumstances in relation to this subject, the
whole of which have little more for a founand drynke, Hid., ob.
"And from the Fest of Mighelmasse dation than the imaginations of the inunto Ester, a free Mason and a maister ventors. They form, however, a part of the
carpenter by the day iiid., with mete and legendary history of Masonry, and are interesting for their ingenuity, and sometimes
drynk, withoute mete and drink, iiirf., ob.
"Tyler, meen carpenter, rough mason, even for their absurdity.
and other artificers aforesaid, by the day
There was an old tradition among the
iirf., ob, with
mete and drynk, withoute English Masons, that the men were paid
mete and drynk iiiid, and every other in their Lodges by shekels,
a silver coin
werkeman and laborer by the day id., ob, of about the value of fifty cents,
and that
with mete and drynk, and withoute mete the amount was regulated by the square of
and drink iiirf., and who that lasse deserveth, the number of the degree that the workman
to take lasse."
had attained. Thus, the Entered ApprenWages of the
at tlie tice received one shekel per day the
Temple. Neither the Scriptures, nor Fellow Craft, who had advanced to the
Joaephua, give us any definite statement second degree, received the square of 2, or
of the amount of wages paid, nor the man- 2x2
4 shekels; and the Mark Man, or
ner in which they were paid, to the work- third degree, received the square of 3, or
men who were engaged in the erection of 3X3 9 shekels; whilst the ninth degree,
King Solomon's Temple. The cost of its or Super Excellent Mason, received the
construction, however, must have been im- square of 9, or 9X9
81 shekels.
mense, since it has been estimated that the
According to this tradition the pay-roll
edifice alone consumed more gold and silver would be as follows:
than at present exists upon the whole
earth; so that Josephus very justly says

—

Workmen

;

=

=

=

that "Solomon made all these tilings for
the honor of God, with great variety and
magnificence, sparing no cost, but using
all possible liberality in adorning the Temple."
learn, as one instance of this
liberality, from the 2d Book of Chronicles,
that Solomon paid annually to the Tyrian
Masons, the servants of Hiram, "twenty
thousand measures of beaten wheat, and
twenty thousand measures of barley, and
twenty thousand batlis of wine, and twenty
thousand baths of oil." The baih was a
measure equal to seven and a half gallons
wine measure and the cor or chomer, which
we translate by the indefinite word measure,
contained ten baths so that the corn, wine,
and oil furnished by King Solomon, as
wages to the servants of Hiram of Tyre,

We

;

;

amounted

to one hundred and ninety
thousand bushels of the first, and one
hundred and fifty thousand gallons each
of the second and third. The sacred records do not inform us what further wages
they received, but we elsewhere learn that
- King Solomon gave them
as a free gift a
sum equal to more than thirty-two millions
of dollars. The whole amount of wages
paid to the craft is stated to have been
about six hundred and seventy-two millions of dollars; but we have no means of
knowing how that amount was distributed;
though it is natural to suppose that those
of the most skill and experience received
the highest wages. The Harodim, or chiefs
of the workmen, must have been better
paid than the Ish Sabal, or mere laborers.

—

)

WAGES

WARDENS

A

large amount would
therefore still remain out of the four thousand millions for other expenses. So that
comparing the estimate of the tradition with
that of Prideaux, if the latter be true, (which
pie, to $604,845,686.

is,

however, denied by many commentators,
is not incredible.
But after all,
is merely a legend founded on a specula-

the former
it

tion.
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mon, they pass away with that assumption.
There is no countenance of history about
them. Parts of them are symbolical, and,
such, of use. Greater portions are
merely fanciful speculations, indulged in
only to exhibit ingenuity and to test credulity.
Dr. Oliver, who is never reluctant to
accept a plausible legend, says of the tradition of the wages, that "indeed the probability is that the tradition has been fabricated in a subsequent age without the
as

These traditions are not now familiarly
known, and would perhaps be soon forgotten, were it not that they have been existence of any document to attest its
preserved by some of our writers simply as authenticity.''
antiquarian relics of the speculations of
Wales. Anderspn says, in his second
our brethren of former days.
edition, that Grand Master Inchiquin
The traditions in reference to the pay of granted a Deputation, May 10, 1727, to
the Fellow Crafts have been preserved in Hugh Warburton, Esq., to be Provincial
the ritual of the Mark Master's degree.
Grand Master of North Wales, and another,
According to these traditions, there were June 24 in the same year, to Sir Edward
two divisions of the Fellow Crafts. The Mansel, to be Provincial Grand Master of
first, or higher class, worked in the quarSouth Wales and it is at this period that
ries, in finishing the stones, or, as we say we may date the introduction of Freemain our lectures, "in hewing, squaring, and sonry into the principality, for ten years
numbering" them; and, that each one afterwards the same writer says that Lodges
might be enabled to designate his own were in existence. Wales forms a part of
work, he was in possession of a mark which the Masonic obedience of the Grand Lodge
he placed upon the stones prepared by him. of England, and the Fraternity there are
Hence, this class of Fellow Crafts were directly governed by three Provincial Grand
called Mark Masters, and received their Lodges.
pay from the Senior Grand Warden, whom
Wands. Oliver, under this title in his
some suppose to have been Adoniram, the Dictionary, refers to the three sceptres
brother-in-law of Hiram Abif, and the which, in the Royal Arch system of Engfirst of the Provosts and Judges.
These land, are placed in a triangular form beFellow Crafts received their pay in money, neath the canopy in the East, and which,
at the rate of a half-shekel of silver per being surmounted respectively by a crown,
day, equal to about twenty-five cents. an All-seeing eye, and a mitre, refer to the
They were paid weekly, at the sixth hour regal, the prophetical, and the sacerdotal
of the sixth day of the week, that is to say offices. In his Landmarks he calls them
on Friday, at noon. And this hour ap- sceptres. But rod or wand is the better
pears to have been chosen because, as we word, because, while the sceptre is restricted
;

are taught in the third degree, at noon, or to the insignia of kings, the rod or wand
high twelve, the Craft were always called was and still is used as an indiscriminate
from labor to refreshment, and hence the mark of authority for all offices.
paynaent of their wages at that hour would
Wardens. In every Symbolic Lodge,
not interfere with or retard the progress three are three principal officers, namely,
of the work.
a Master, a Senior Warden, and a Junior
But there was another, and it is. prob- Warden. This rule has existed ever since
able a larger, class of Fellow Crafts, young- the revival, and for some time previous to
er and more inexperienced men, whose that event, and is so universal that it has
skill and knowledge were not such as to been considered as one of the landmarks.
entitle them to advancement to the grade It exists in every country and in every Eite.
of Mark Masters. These workmen were The titles of the ofllcers may be different
not, therefore, in possession of a mark. in different languages, but their functions,
They proved their right to reward by an- as presiding over the Lodge in a tripartite
other token, and received their wages in division of duties, are everywhere the same.
the middle chamber of the Temple, and The German Masons call the two Wardens
were paid in coin, wine, and oil, agreeably erst^ and zweite Aufseher; the French, preto the stipulation of King Solomon with mier and second SwrveiUant; the Spanish,
Hiram of Tyre.
primer and segundo Vigilante; and the
Of course, it would be a waste of words to Italians, prima and secondo Sorvegliante.
attempt to defend the authenticity of these
In different Eites, the positions of these
legends. Based on the theory that Free- officers vary. In the York and American
masonry, as now organized, was existing at Eites, the Senior Warden sits in the West
the building of the Temple of King Solo- and the Junior in the South. In the French
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WARDENS

WARDER

and Scottish Kites, both Wardens are in
the West, the Senior in the North-west and
the Junior in the South-west; but in all, the
triangular position of the three officers
relatively to each other is preserved tor a
triangle being formed within the square of
the Lodge, the Master and Wardens will
each occupy one of the three points.
The precise time when the presidency of
the Lodge was divided between these three
officers, or when they were first introduced

fourteenth century. In the Charters granted
by Edward III., in 1354, it is permitted
that these companies shall yearly elect for
their government "a certain number of
Wardens." To a list of the companies of
the date of 1377 is affixed what is called
the " Oath of the Wardeus of Crafts," of
which this is the commencement " Ye shall
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;

into Masonry, is unknown. The Lodges of
Scotland, during the Operative regime,

were governed by a Deacon and one Warden. The Deacon performed the functions
of a Master, and the Warden was the sec-

ond officer, and took charge of and distributed the funds. In other words, he acted
as a treasurer. This is evident from the
minutes of the Edinburgh Lodge, recently
published by Bro. Lyon. But the head of
the Craft in Scotland at the same time was
called the Warden General. This regulation, however, does not appear to have been
universal even in Scotland, for in the " Mark
Book" of the Aberdeen Lodge, under date
of December 27, 1670, which was published
by Bro. W. J. Hughan in the Voice of Masonry, (Feb., 1872,) we find there a Master
and Warden recognized as the presiding
officers of the Lodge in the following statute " And lykwayse we all protest, by the
oath we have made at our en trie, to own
the Warden of our Lodge as the next man
in power to the Maister, and in the Maister's absence he is full Maister."
Some of the English manuscript Constitutions recognize the offices of Master and
Wardens. Thus the Harleian MS., No.
1942, whose date is supposed to be about
1670, contains the " new articles " said to
have been agreed on at a General Assembly
held in 1663, in which is the following passage " That for the future the sayd Society,
Company and Fraternity of Free Masons
shal bee regulated and governed by one
Master & Assembly & Wardens, as y° said
Company shall think fit to chose, at every
yearely General Assembly."
As the word "Warden" does not appear
in the earlier manuscripts, it might be concluded that the office was not introduced
into the English Lodges until the latter
part of the seventeenth century. Yet this
does not absolutely follow. For the office
of Warden might have existed, and no
statutory provision on the subject have
been embraced in the general charges which
are contained in those manuscripts, because
they relate not to the government of Lodges,
but the duties of Masons. This, of course,
is conjectural
but the conjecture derives
weight from the fact that Wardens were
officers of the English gilds as early as the
:

:

;

:

swere that ye shall wele and treuly oversee
whereof ye be chosen
the Craft of
Wardeyns for the year." It thus appears
that the Wardens were at first the presiding
At a later period, in
officers of the gilds.
the reign of Elizabeth, we find that the
chief officer began to be called Master and
in the time of James I., hetween 1603 and
1625, the gilds were generally governed by
a Master and Wardens. An ordinance of
the Leather-Sellers Company at that time
directed that on a certain occasion "the
Master and Wardens shall appear in state."
It is not, therefore, improbable that the
government of Masonic Lodges by a Master
and two Wardens was introduced into the
regulations of the Order in the seventeenth
century, the "new article" of 1663 being
a statutory confirmation of a custom which
;

had just begun

to prevail.

Senior Warden.

He

is

the second

officer

in a Symbolic Lodge, and governs the
Craft in the hours of labor. In the absence
of the Master he presides over the Lodge,
appointing some Drother, not the Junior
Warden, to occupy his place in the west.
His jewel is a level, a symbol of the equality
which exists among the Craft while at
labor in the Lodge. His seat is in the
west, and he represents the column of

Strength. He has placed before him, and
carries in all processions, a column, which
is
the representative of the right-hand
pillar that stood at the porch of King

Solomon's Temple. The Junior Warden
has a similar column, which represents the
left-hand pillar. During labor the column
of the Senior Warden is erect in the Lodge,
while that of the Junior is recumbent. At
refreshment, the position of the two columns
is reversed.
Junior Warden. The duties of this officer
have already been described. See Junior

Warden.

There is also an officer in a Commandery
of Knights Templars, the fifth in rank, who
is styled "Senior Warden."
He takes an
important part in the initiation of a candidate.
His jewel of office is a triple triangle, the emblem of Deity.

Wardens, Grand.

See

Orand

Wardens.

Warder.

The

literal

meaning of

one who keeps watch and ward.
In the Middle Ages, the Warder was sta-

Warder

is

tioned at the gate or on the battlements

—
;

WARLIKE

WAR

of the castle, and with his trumpet sounded
alarms and announced the approach of all
comers. Hence the Warder in a Commandery of Knights Templars bears a
trumpet, and his duties are prescribed to
he to announce the approach and departure
of the Eminent Commander, to post the
sentinels, and see that the Asylum is duly
guarded, as well as to announce the approach of visitors. His jewel is a trumpet
and crossed swords engraved on a square

umbrage or ground of political jealousy to
the government for the time being, they
cannot expel him from the Lodge, and his

plate.

Warlike

Instrument. In the ancient initiations, the aspirant was never
permitted to enter on the threshold of the
Temple in which the ceremonies were conducted until, by the most solemn warning,
he had been impressed with the necessity
of secrecy and caution. The use, for this
purpose, of a "warlike instrument" in the
first degree of Masonry, is intended to produce the same effect. A sword has always
been employed for that purpose; and the
substitute of the point of the compasses,
taken from the altar at the time, is an absurd sacrifice of symbolism to the convenience of the Senior Deacon. The compasses are peculiar to the third degree. In
the earliest rituals of the last century it is
said that the entrance is "upon the point
of a sword, or spear, or some warlike instrument." Krause, (Kunsturk., ii. 142,) in
commenting on this expression, has completely misinterpreted its signification. He
supposes that the sword was intended as a
sign of jurisdiction now assumed by the
Lodge. But the real object of the ceremony is to teach the neophyte that as the
sword or warlike instrument will wound or
prick the flesh, so will the betrayal of a
trust confided wound or prick the conscience of him who betrays it.
in. The question
how Masons should conduct themselves in
time of war, when their own country is
one of the belligerents, is an important one.
Of the political course of a Mason in his
individual and private capacity there is no
doubt. The Charges declare that he must
be "a peaceable subject to the civil powers,
and never be concerned in plots and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of
the nation." But so anxious is the Order to

War, Masonry

be unembarrassed by

all political influences,

that treason, however discountenanced by
the Craft, is not held as a crime which is

amenable to Masonic punishment.

For

the same charge affirms that "if a brother
should be a rebel against the State, he is
not to be countenanced in his rebellion,

however he may be pitied as an unhappy
man; and if convicted of no other crime,
though the loyal brotherhood must and
ought to disown his rebellion and give no

relation to

it
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remains indefeasible."

The Mason, then,

like every other citizen,
should be a patriot. He should love his
country with all his heart; should serve it
faithfully and cheerfully; obey its laws in
peace and in war should be ever ready to
support its honor and defend it from the
attacks of its enemies. But even then the
benign principles of the Institution extend their influence, and divest the contest
of many of its horrors. The Mason fights,
of course, like every other man, for victory
but when the victory is won, he will remember that the conquered foe is still his
;

brother.

On

the occasion,

many

years ago, of a

Masonic banquet given immediately after
the close of the Mexican war to Gen. Quitman by the Grand Ubdge of South Carolina, that distinguished soldier and Mason
remarked that, although he had devoted
much of his attention to the nature and
character of the Masonic institution, and
had repeatedly held the highest offices in
the gift of his brethren, he had never really
known what Masonry was until he had seen
its workings on the field of battle.
But as a collective and organized body
in its Lodges and its Grand Lodges it must
have nothing to do with war. It must be
silent and neutral.
The din of the battle,

—

the cry for vengeance, the shout of vicmust never penetrate its portals. Its
dogmas and doctrines all teach love and
fraternity; its symbols are symbols of
peace; and it has no place in any of its
rituals consecrated to the inculcation of
tory,

human

contention.
Bro. C. W. Moore, in his Biography of
Thomas Smith Webb, the great American

mentions a circumstance which
occurred during the period in which Webb
presided over the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, and to which Moore, I think, inconsiderately has given his hearty commendation.
The United States was at that time engaged in a war with England. The people
of Providence having commenced the erection of fortifications, the Grand Lodge
volunteered its services ; and the members,
marching in procession as a Grand Lodge
to the southern part of the town, erected a
breastwork, to which was given the name
of Fort Hiram. I doubt the propriety of
the act. While (to repeat what has been
just said) every individual member of the
Grand Lodge, as a Mason, was bound by his
obligation to be " true to his government,"
and to defend it from the attacks of its
enemies, it was, I think, unseemly, and
ritualist,

WAKRANT

WARRANT

contrary to the peaceful spirit of the Institution, for any organized body of Masons,
organized as such, to engage in a warlike
But the patriotism, if not the
enterprise.
prudence of the Grand Lodge, cannot be
denied.
Since writing this paragraph, I have
met in Bro. Murray Lyon's History of the
Lodge of Edinburgh (p. 83) with a record
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, a century
ago, which sustains the view that I have
taken. In 1777, recruits were being enlisted in Scotland for the British army,
which was to fight the Americans in the
war of the Bevolution, which had just
begun. Many of the Scotch Lodges offered,
through the newspapers, bounties to all
who should enlist. But on February 2, 1778,
the Grand Lodge passed a resolution, which
was published on the 12th, through the
Grand Secretary, in the following circular:
" At a quarterly ftieeting of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, held here the second
instant, I received a charge to acquaint all
the Lodges of Scotland holding of the
Grand Lodge that the Grand Lodge has
seen with concern advertisements in the
public newspapers, from different Lodges in
Scotland, not only offering a bounty to recruits who may enlist in the new levies,
but with the addition that all such recruits
shall be admitted to the freedom of Masonry. The first of these they consider as
an improper alienation of the funds of the
Lodge from the support of their poor and
distressed brethren; and the second they
regard as a prostitution of our Order,
which demands the reprehension of the
Grand Lodge. Whatever share the brethren
may take as individuals in aiding these
levies, out of zeal to serve their private
friends or to promote the public service,
the Grand Lodge considered it to be repugnant to the spirit of our Craft that
any Lodge should take a part in such a
business as a collective body. For Masonry is an Order of Peace, and it looks on
all mankind to be brethren as Masons,
whether they be at peace or at war with
each other as subjects of contending countries.
The Grand Lodge therefore strongly
enjoins that the practice may be forthwith
discontinued.
By order of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland. W. Mason, Gr. Sec."

usually with the formula, " for which this
shall be your sufficient warrant."
The practice of granting Warrants for
the constitution of Lodges, dates only from
the period of the revival of Masonry in
1717. Previous to that period "a sufficient

868

Of

all

human

institutions.

Freemasonry

the greatest and purest Peace Society.
And this is because its doctrine of universal peace is founded on the doctrine of a
universal brotherhood.
is

Warrant of

Constitution.

The

document which authorizes or gives a Warrant to certain persons therein named to
organize and constitute a Lodge, Chapter,
or other Masonic body, and which ends

number of brethren," says Preston, (p. 182,)
" met together within a certain district with
the consent of the sheriff, or other chief
magistrate of the place, were empowered to
make Masons, and practise the rites of Masonry without a Warrant of Constitution."
But in 1717 a regulation was adopted "that
the privilege of assembling as Masons,
which had been hitherto unlimited, should
be vested in certain Lodges or assemblies
of Masons convened in certain places and
that every Lodge to be hereafter convened,
except the four old Lodges at this time existing, should be legally authorized to act
by a Warrant from the Grand Master, for
the time being, granted to certain individuals by petition, with the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communication; and that without such Warrant
no Lodge should be hereafter deemed
regular or constitutional." And consequently, ever since the adoption of th.at
regulation, no Lodge has been regular un;

less it is

working under such an authority.

The word Warrant

is appropriately used,
because in its legal acceptation it means a
document giving authority to perform some

specified act.

In England, the Warrant of Constitution
emanates from the Grand Master; in the
United States, from the Grand Lodge.
Here the Grand Master grants only a Dispensation to hold a Lodge, which may be
revoked or confirmed by the Grand Lodge;
in the latter case, the Warrant will then be
issued.
The Warrant of Constitution is
granted to the Master and Wardens, and to
their successors in office; it continues in
force only during the pleasure of the Grand
Lodge, and may, therefore, at any time be
revoked, and the Lodge dissolved by a vote
of that body, or it may be temporarily arrested or suspended by an edict of the
Grand Master. This will, however, never
be done, unless the Lodge has violated the
ancient landmarks, or failed to pay due respect and obedience to the Grand Lodge or
to the Grand Master.
When a Warrant of Constitution is re-

voked or

recalled, the jewels, furniture, and
funds of the Lodge revert to the Grand
Lodge.
Lastly, as a Lodge holds its communications only under the authority of this Warrant of Constitution, no Lodge can be
opened, or proceed to business, unless it be
present.
If it be mislaid or destroyed, it
must be recovered, or another obtained;

:
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and until that is done, the communications
of the Lodge must be suspended; and if the
Warrant of Constitution be taken out of
the room during the session of the Lodge,
the authority of the Master instantly

in a military

ceases.

records of the Lodge are or were, not long
since, extant, and furnish the evidence that
Washington was there, and received some
Masonic degree. It is equally clear that he

Wasliing Hands. See Lustration.
Waskington, Congress of. A
Congress of American Masons was convoked at the city of Washington, in the
year 1822, at the call of several Grand
Lodges, for the purpose of recommending
the establishment of a General Grand
Lodge of the United States. The result

was an unsuccessful one.

Washington, Oeorge. The name
of Washington claims a place in Masonic
biography, not because of any services he
has done to the Institution either as a
worker or a writer, but because the fact of
his connection with the Craft is a source
of pride to every American Mason, at
least, who can thus call the "Father of his
country " a brother. There is also another
reason.
While the friends of the Institution have felt that the adhesion to it of a
man so eminent for virtue was a proof of
its moral and religious character, the opponents of Masonry, being forced to admit
the conclusion, have sought to deny the
premises, and, even if compelled to admit
the fact of Washington's initiation, have
persistently asserted that he never took any
interest in it, disapproved of its spirit, and
at an early period of his life abandoned it.
The truth of history requires that these
misstatements should be met by a brief recital of his Masonic career.
Washington was initiated, in 1752, in the
Lodge at Fredericksburg, Virginia, and the
records of that Lodge, still in existence,
present the following entries on the subject.
The first entry is thus
"Nov. 4th, 1752. This evening Mr.

George Washington was initiated as an
Entered Apprentice;" and the receipt of
the entrance fee, amounting to £2 3s., is
acknowledged.
On the 3d of March in the following
year, " Mr. George Washington " is recorded as having been passed a Fellow
Craft; and on the 4th of the succeeding
August, the record of the transactions of
the evening states that " Mr. George Washington," and others whose names are mentioned, have been raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason.
For five years after his initiation, he was
engaged in active military service, and it is
not likely that during that period his attendance on the communications of the
Lodge could have been frequent. Some
English writers have asserted that he was
made a Mason during the old French War,

Lodge attached

to the 46th

Regiment. The Bible on which he is said
to have been obligated is still in existence,
although the Lodge was many years ago
dissolved, at Halifax,

Nova

Scotia.

The

was

first initiated in Fredericksburg Lodge,
for the record is still in possession of the

Lodge.

Three methods have been adopted

to

reconcile this apparent discrepancy. Bro.
Hayden, in his work on Washington and his
Masonic Compeers, (p. 31,) suggests that an
obligation had been administered to him as
a test-oath when visiting the Lodge, or that
the Lodge, deeming the authority under

which he had been made insufiicient, had
him to be healed and reobligated.

required

Neither of these attempts to solve the difficulty appears to have any plausibility.
Bro. C. W. Moore, of Massachusetts, in
the Freerruisons' Monthly Magazine, (vol. xi.,
p. 261,) suggests that, as it was then the
custom to confer the Mark degree as a side
degree in Masters' Lodges, and as it has
been proved that Washington was in possession

of that degree, he

may have

re-

Lodge No.

227, attached to the
46th Eegiment. This certainly presents a
more satisfactory explanation than either
of those offered by Bro. Hayden.

ceived

it

in

The connection of Washington with the
Lodge will serve as some

British military

confirmation of the tradition that he was
attentive to Masonic duties during the five
years from 1753 to 1758, when he was engaged in military service.There is ample evidence that during the
Eevolutionary War, while he was Commander-in-Chief of the American armies,
he was a frequent attendant on the meetings
few years ago. Capof military Lodges.
tain Hugh Maloy, a revolutionary veteran,
then residing in Ohio, declared that on one
of these occasions he was initiated in Washington's marqu6e, the chief himself presiding at the ceremony. Bro. Scott, a Past
Grand Master of Virginia, asserted that
Washington was in frequent attendance on
the communications of the brethren. The
proposition made to elect him a Grand
Master of the United States, as will be
hereafter seen, affords a strong presumption
that his name as a Mason had become
familiar to the Craft.
In 1777, the Convention of Virginia
Lodges recommended Washington as the
most proper person to be elected Grand
Master of the Independent Grand Lodge of
that commonwealth. Dove has given in his
Text-Booh the complete records of the Con-

A

:

:

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON

vention; and there is therefore no doubt
that the nomination was made. It was,
however, declined by Washington.
Soon after the beginning of the Revolution, a disposition was manifested among
American Masons to dissever their connection, as subordinates, with the Masonic
authorities of the mother country, and
in several of the newly-erected States the
Provincial Grand Lodges assumed an independent character. The idea of a Grand
Master of the whole of the United States
had also become popular. On February 7,
1780, a convention of delegates from the
military Lodges in the army was holden
at Morristown, in New Jersey, when an
address to the Grand Masters in the various States was adopted, recommending the
establishment of "one Grand Lodge in
America," and the election of a Grand
Master.
This address was sent to the
Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Virginia ; and although the name
of Washington is not mentioned in it, those
Grand Lodges were notified that he was
the first choice of the brethren who had

ing that Washington was a Grand Master.
Lenning and Thory, for instance, place the
date of his election to that office in the year
in which the medal was struck. More recent European writers, however, directed
by the researches of the American authorities, have discovered and corrected the
mistake.
next hear of Washington's official
connection in the year 1788. Lodge No.
39, at Alexandria, which had hitherto been
working under the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in 1788 transferred its allegiance
to Virginia. On May 29 in that year the
Lodge adopted the following resolution
"The Lodge proceeded to the appointment of Master and Deputy Master to be
recommended to the Grand Lodge of Vir-
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framed

We

when George Washington, Esq.,
was unanimously chosen Master; Robert
McCrea, Deputy Master; Wm. Hunter, Jr.,
ginia,

Warden; John Allison, Junior
Warden."
It was also ordered that a committee
should wait on Gen. Washington, "and
inquire of him whether it will be agreeable

Senior

to be named in the Charter." What
result of that interview, we do not
positively know. But it is to be presumed
that the reply of Washington was a favorable one, for the application for the Charter
contained his name, which would hardly
have been inserted, if it had been repugnant to his wishes. And the Charter or

to

it.

him

While these proceedings were in progress,
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania had
taken action on the same subject. On
January 13, 1780, it had held a session, and
it was unanimously declared that it was for
the benefit of Masonry that " a Grand Mas"
ter of Masons throughout the United States

was the

should be nominated
whereupon, with
equal unanimity. Gen. Washington was
elected to the office. It was then ordered
that the minutes of the election be transmitted to the different Grand Lodges in
the United States, and their concurrence
therein be requested. The Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, doubting the expediency
of electing a General Grand Master, declined to come to any determination on
the question, and so the subject was
dropped.
This will correct the error into which

Warrant under which the Lodge is still
working is granted to Washington as

;

many

foreign
writers have

Grand Lodges and Masonic
fallen,

of

supposing that

Master. The appointing clause is in the
following words
"Know ye that we, Edmund Randolph,
Esquire, Governor of the Commonwealth
aforesaid, and Grand Master of the Most
Ancient and Honorable Society of Freemasons within the same, by and with the
consent of the Grand Lodge of Virginia,
do hereby constitute and appoint our illustrious and well-beloved Brother, George
Washington, Esquire, late General and
Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the
United States of America, and our worthy

Washington was ever a Grand Master of Brethren Robert McCrea, William Hunthe United States. The error was strength- ter, Jr., and John Allison, Esqs., together
ened by a medal contained in Merzdorf's with all such other brethren as may be adMedals of the Fraternity of Freemasons, mitted to associate with them, to be a
which the editor states was struck by the 'first, true, and regular Lodge of FreeLodges of Pennsylvania. This statement masons, by the name, title, and designation
is, however, liable to great doubt.
The date of the Alexandria Lodge, No. 22.'" In
of the medal is 1797. On the obverse is 1805, the Lodge, which is still in existence,
a likeness of Washington, with the device, was permitted by the Grand Lodge to
"Washington, President, 1797." On the change its name to that of " Washington
reverse is a tracing-board and the device, Alexandria," in honor of its first Master.
" Amor, Honor, et Justitia. G. W., G. G.
The evidence, then, is clear that WashM." French and German Masonic histo- ington was the Master of a Lodge. Whether
rians have been deceived by this medal, he ever assumed the duties of the office,
and refer to it as their authority for assert- and, if he assumed, how he discharged them,

: :

:

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON

we know only from

the testimony of Timothy Bigelow, who, in a Eulogy delivered
before the

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

two months after Washington's death, and
eleven after his appointment as Master,

made the following statement:
"The information received from our
brethren who had the happiness to be
members of the Lodge over which he presided for many years, and of which he
died the Master, furnishes abundant proof
of his persevering zeal for the prosperity of
the Institution. Constant and punctual in
his attendance, scrupulous in his observance of the regulations of the Lodge, and
solicitous, at all times, to communicate
light and instruction, he discharged the
duties of the Chair with uncommon dignity and intelligence in all the mysteries
of our art."
There is also a very strong presumption
that Washington accepted and discharged
the duties of the Chair to the satisfaction
of the Lodge. At the first election held
after the Charter had been issued, he was
elected, or we should rather say re-elected,
Master. The record of the Lodge, under
the date of December 20, 1788, is as follows
" His Excellency, General Washington,
unanimously elected Master; Eobert McCrea, Senior Warden; Wm. Hunter, Jr.,
Junior Warden; Wm. Hodgson, Treasurer;
Joseph Greenway, Secretary; Dr. Frederick

Spanbergen, Senior Deacon George Eicharda, Junior Deacon."
The subordinate
officers had undergone a change
McCrea,
who had been named in the petition as
Deputy Master, an officer not recognized in
this country was made Senior Warden;
Wm. Hunter, who had been nominated as
Senior Warden, was made Junior Warden;
and the original Junior Warden, John
Allison, was dropped. But there was no
change in the office of Master. Washington was again elected.
The Lodge
would scarcely have been so persistent
without his consent; and if his consent was
given, we know, from his character, that he
would se.ek to discharge the duties of the
office to his best abilities.
This circumstance gives, if it be needed, strong confirmation to the statement of Bigelow.
But incidents like these are not all that
are left to us to exhibit the attachment of
Washington to Masonry. On repeated occasions he has announced, in his letters and
;

:

addresses to various Masonic bodies, his profound esteem for the character, and his just
appreciation of the principles, of that Institution ipto which, at so early an age, he
had been admitted. And during his long
and laborious life, no opportunity was presented of which he did not avail himself
to evince his esteem for the Institution.
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Thus, in the year 1797, in reply to an affectionate address from the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, he says:
attachment to the Society of which we are members will dispose me always to contribute
my best endeavors to promote the honor
and prosperity of the Craft."
Five years before this letter was written,
he had, in a communication to the same
body, expressed his opinion of the Masonic
institution as one whose liberal principles
are founded on the immutable laws of

"My

"truth and justice," and whose "grand
is to promote the happiness of the

object

human

race."

In answer to an address from the Grand
Lodge of South Carolina in 1791, he says
" I recognize with pleasure my relation to
the brethren of your Society," and " I shall
be happy, on every occasion, to evince my
regard for the Fraternity." And in the

same letter he takes occasion to allude to
the Masonic institution as " an association
whose principles lead to purity of morals,
and are beneficial of action."
In writing to the officers and members
of St. David's Lodge at Newport, (R. I.,)
in the same year, he uses this language
" Being persuaded that a just application
of the principles on which the Masonic fraternity is founded must be promotive of
private virtue and public prosperity, I shall
always be happy to advance the interests
of the Society, and to be considered by
them as a deserving brother."
And lastly, for I will not flirther extend
these citations, in a letter addressed in November, 1798, only thirteen months before his death, to the Grand Lodge of
Maryland, he has made this explicit declaration of his opinion of the Institution
" So far as I am acquainted with the doctrines and principles of Freemasonry, I
conceive them to be founded in benevolence, and to be exercised only for the
I cannot, therefore,
good of mankind.
upon this ground, withdraw my approbation from it."

So much has been said upon the Masonic
career and opinions of Washington because
American Masons love to dwell on the fact
that the distinguished patriot, whose memory is so revered that his unostentatious
grave on the banks of the Potomac has become the Mecca of America, was not only
a brother of the Craft, but was ever ready
to express his good opinion of the Society.
They feel that under the panoply of his
great name they may defy the malignant
charges of their adversaries. They know
that no better reply can be given to such
charges than to say, in the language of
Clinton, " Washington would not have encouraged an Institution hostile to morality,

;

religion,

WEBB

WASHINGTON
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good order, and the public wel-

fare."

Wasbington Territory.

Free-

masonry in an organized form was introduced into Washington Territory by the
Grand Lodge of Oregon, which established
four Lodges there previous to the year 1858.
These Lodges were Olympia, Iso.5; Steilacoom, No. 8; Grand Mound, No. 21, and
Washington, No. 22. On December 6-9,
1858, delegates from these four Lodges met
in convention at the city of Olympia, and
organized the Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of the Territory of Washington. T. F. McElroy was elected Grand
Master, and T. M. Reed, Grand Secretary.
The high degrees of the American Rite
have not yet been established in Washington Territory; but in 1872 the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite was introduced by
Bro. Edwin A. Sherman, the agent of the
Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction, and several bodies of that Rite were
organized.

Watchwords.

Used in the

thirty-

second degree of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite because that degree has a
military form, but not found in other degrees of Masonry.
Water -fall. Used in the Fellow
Craft's degree as a symbol of plenty, for
which the word water-ford is sometimes improperly substituted. See Shibboleth.
Wayfaring Man. A word used in
the legend of the third degree to denote the
person met near the port of Joppa by certain persons sent out on a search by King
Solomon. The part of the legend which
introduces the wayfaring man, and his interview with the Fellow Crafts, was probably introduced into the American system by Webb, or found by him in' the older
rituals practised in this country.
It is not
in the old English rituals of the last century, nor is the circumstance detailed in
the present English lecture. A wayfaring
man is defined by Phillips as "one accustomed to travel on the road." The expression is becoming obsolete in ordinary language, but it is preserved in Scripture
"he saw a wayfaring man in the street of
the city," (Judges xix. 17,")
and in Masonry, both of which still retain many
words long since disused elsewhere.
Sojourners. Spoken of in
the American legend of the Royal Arch as
three of the captives who had been restored
to liberty by Cyrus, and, after sojourning
or remaining longer in Babylon than the
main body of their brethren, had at length
repaired to Jerusalem to assist in rebuilding the Temple.
It was while the workmen were engaged
in making the necessary excavations for

—

—

Weary

laying the foundation, and while numbers
continued to arrive at Jerusalem from
Babylon, that these three worn and weary
sojourners, after plodding on foot over the
rough and devious roads between the two
the Grand
cities, offered themselves to
Council as willing participants in the labor
of erection. Who these sojourners were,
we have no historical means of discovering
but there is a Masonic tradition (entitled,
perhaps, to but little weight) that they
were Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
three holy men, who are better known to
general readers by their Chaldaic names
of Shadrach, Meshech, and Abed-nego, as
having been miraculously preserved from
the fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar.
Their services were accepted, and from
their diligent labors resulted that important discovery, the perpetuation and preservation of which constitutes the great end
and design of the Royal Arch degree.
Such is the legend of the American
Royal Arch. It has no known foundation
in history, and is therefore altogether
mythical. But it presents, as a myth, the
symbolic idea of arduous and unfaltering
search after truth, and the final reward
that such devotion receives.

Webb-Preston Work. The

title

given by Dr. Robert Morris to a system of
lectures which he proposed to introduce, in
1859, into the Lodges of the United States,

and in which he was partly successful. He
gave this name to his system because his
theory was that the lectures of Thomas
Smith Webb and those of Preston were
identical.
But this theory is untenable,
for it has long since been shown that the
lectures of Webb were an abridgement,

and a very material modification of those
of Preston. In 1863, and for a few years
afterwards, the question of the introduction
of the " Webb-Preston work " was a subject of warm, and sometimes of intemperate,
discussion in several of the western jurisIt has now, however, at least as
a subject of controversy, ceased to attract

dictions.

the attention of the Craft. One favorable
result was, however, produced by tliese discussions, and that is, that they led to a more
careful investigation and a better understanding of the nature and history of the
rituals which have, during the present century, been practised in this country.
The
bitterness of feeling has passed away, but
the knowledge that it elicited remains.

Webb, Tbomas Smith. No name
in

Masonry

ican

is

more familiar

Mason than

that of

to the AmerWebb, who was

really the inventor and founder of the system of work which, under the appropriate
name of the American Rite (although

often improperly called the

York

Rite), is

WEBB

WEBB

universally practised in the United States.
The most exhaustive biography of him
that has been written is that of Bro. Cornelius Moore, in his Leaflets of Masonic
Biography, and from that, with a few additions from other sources, the present
sketch is derived.
Thomas Smith Webb, the son of parents
who a few years previous to his birth had
emigrated from England and settled in
Boston, Massachusetts, was born in that

well established, for a committee was appointed by St John's Lodge of Providence
to wait upon and inform him that this
Lodge (for his great exertions in the cause
of Masonry) wish him to become a member
of the same." He accepted the invitation,
and passing through the various gradations
of office was elected, in 1813, Grand Master
of the Masons of Rhode Island.
But it is necessary now to recur to preceding events. In 1797, on October 24, a
convention of committees from several
Chapters in the Northern States was held in
Boston for the purpose of deliberating on
the propriety and expediency of establishing a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
for the Northern States. Of this convention
Webb was chosen as the chairman. Previously to this time the Royal Arch degrees
had been conferred in Masters' Lodges and

city,

October 13, 1771.

He

was educated

in one of the public schools, where he acquired such knowledge as was at that time
imparted in them, and became proficient
in the French and Latin languages.
He selected as a profession either that
of a printer or a bookbinder ; his biographer
is uncertain which, but inclines to think
that it was the former. After completing
his apprenticeship he removed to Keene, in
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under a Lodge Warrant. It is undoubtedly
Hampshire, where he worked at his to the influence of Webb that we are to
trade, and about the year 1792 (&r the attribute the disseverance of the degree
precise date is unknown) was initiated in from that jurisdiction and the establishFreemasonry in Rising Sun Lodge in that ment of independent Chapters. It was one
of the first steps that he took in the organtown.
While residing at Keene he married ization of the American Rite. The circuMiss Martha Hopkins, and shortly after- lar addressed by the convention to the
wards removed to Albany, New York, where Chapters of the country was most probably
he opened a book-store. When and where from the pen of Webb.
The Grand Chapter having been organhe received the high degrees has not been
stated, but we find him, while living at ized in January, 1798, Webb was elected
Albany, engaged in the establishment of a Grand Scribe, and re-elected in 1799, at
which time the body assumed the title of
Chapter and an Encampment.
In 1806 he
It was at this early period of his life that the General Grand Chapter.
Webb appears to have commenced his was promoted to the office of General
labors as a Masonic teacher, an office Grand King, and in 1816 to that of Deputy
which he continued to fill with great in- General Grand High Priest, which he held

New

fluence until the close of his life. In 1797
he published at Albany the first edition of
his Freemasons' Monitor ; or, Illustrations of
Masonry. It purports to be " by a Eoyal

until his death.
During all this time, Webb, although
actively engaged in the labors of Masonic
instruction, continued his interest in the

He did manufacture of wall paper, and in 1817 reT., K. M., etc."
not claim the authorship until the subse- moved his machinery to the West, Moore
quent edition ; but his name and that of thinks, with the intention of making his
his partner, Spencer, appear in the imprint residence there.
In 1816 he visited the Western States,
He acknowledges in the
as publishers.
preface his indebtedness to Preston for the and remained there two years, during which
observations on the first three degrees. time he appears to have been actively enBut he states that he has difierently ar- gaged in the organization of Chapters,
ranged Preston's distributions of the sec- Grand Chapters and Encampments. It
tions, because they were " not agreeable to was during this visit that he established
the mode of working in America." This the Grand Chapters of Ohio and Kentucky,
proves that the Prestonian system was not by virtue of his powers as a General Grand
then followed in the United States, and Officer.
In August, 1818, he left Ohio and reought to be a sufficient answer to those
who at a later period attempted to claim turned to Boston. In the spring of 1819,
an identity between the lectures of Preston he again began a visit to the West, but he
reached no farther than Cleveland, Ohio,
and Webb.
About the year 1801 he removed to where he died very suddenly, it is supposed
Providence, Rhode Island, where he en- in a fit of apoplexy, on July 6, 1819, and
gaged in the manufacture of wall-paper on was buried the next day with Masonic
a rather extensive scale. By this time his honors. The body was subsequently disreputation as a Masonic teacher had been interred and conveyed to Providence, where.
Arch Mason, K.
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on the 8th of November, it was reinterred xxxii.,) a woman having her hair dishevby the Grand Lodge of Bhode Island.
elled and standing near a tomb is a symbol
Webb's influence over the Masons of the of the soul.
United States, as the founder of a Rite, was
Weishanpt, Adam. He is celealtogether personal. In Masonic literature brated in the history of Masonry as the
he has made no mark,

for his labors as

an

author are confined to a single work, his
Monitor, and this is little more than a syllabus of his lectures. Although, if we may
judge by the introductory remarks to the
various sections of the degrees, and especially to the second one of the third degree, Webb was but little acquainted with
the true philosophical symbolism of Freemasonry, such as it was taught by Hutchinson in England and by his contemporaries
in this country, Harris and Town, he was
what Carson properly calls him, " the ablest
Masonic ritualist of his day
the very
prince of Masonic workmen," and this was
the instrument with which he worked for
the extension of the new Rite which he
established. The American Rite would
have been more perfect as a system had its
founder entertained profounder views of
the philosophy and symbolism of Masonry
as a science ; but as it is, with imperfections
which time, it is hoped, will remove, and
deficiencies which future researches of the

—

Masonic scholar

will supply, it still must
ever be a monument of the ritualistic skill,
the devotion, and the persevering labor of

founder of the Order of Uluminati of Bawhom he adopted the charOrder name of SpartaoLs.
He was born February 6, 1748, at Ingoldstadt, and was educated by tie Jesuits,
towards whom, however, he afterwards exhibited the bitterest enmity, and was equally
hated by them in return. In 1772 he hecame extraordinary professor of law, and in
1775 professor of natural and canon law, at
the University of Ingoldstadt. As the professorship of canon law had been hitherto
held only by an ecclesiastic, his appointment gave great offence to the clergy.
Weishaupt, whose views were cosmopolitan,
and who knew and condemned the bigotry
and superstitions of the priests, established
an opposing party in the University, consisting principally of young men whose
confidence and friendship he had gained.
They assembled in a private apartment,
and there he discussed with them philosophic subjects, and sought to imbue them
with a liberal-spirit. This was the beginning of the Order of the Uluminati, or the
Enlightened
a name which he bestowed
upon his disciples as a token of their advaria, among
acteristic or

—

Thomas Smith Webb.
vance in intelligence and moral progress.
The few odes and anthems composed by
At first, it was totally unconnected with

Webb

for his rituals possess a high degree
of poetic merit, and evince the possession
of much genius in their author.

Masonry, of which Order Weishaupt was
not at that time a member. It was not
until 1777 that he was initiated in the
Wedekind, Oeorg Cbristian Lodge Theodore of Good Counsel, at MunGottlieb, Baron Ton. A German ich. Thenceforward Weishaupt sought to
physician and Professor of Medicine at incorporate his system into that of MaMetz, and a medical writer of reputation. sonry, so that the latter might become subHe was born at Gbttingen, January 8, 1761. servient to his views, and with the assistAs a Mason, he was distinguished as a ance of the Baron Knigge, who brought
member of the Eclectic Union, and labored his active energies and genius to the aid of
efiectually for the restoration of good feel- the cause, he succeeded in completing his
ing between it and the Directorial Lodge system of Illuminism. But the clergy, and
at Frankfort. His Masonic works, which especially the Jesuits, who, although their
are numerous, consist principally of ad- Order had been abolished by the governdresses, controversial pamphlets, and con- ment, still secretly possessed great power,
tributions to the Altenburg Journal of Free- redoubled their efforts to destroy their opmasonry. He died in 1831.
ponent, and they at length succeeded. In
Weeping Virgin. The weeping vir- 1784, all secret associations were prohibited
gin with dishevelled hair, in the monument by a royal decree, and in the following
of the third degree, used in the American year Weishaupt was deprived of his proRite, is interpreted as a symbol of grief for fessorship and oanished from the country.
the unfinished state of the Temple. Jeremy He repaired to Gotha, where he was kindly
Cross, who is said to have fabricated the received by Duke Ernest, who made him a
monumental symbol, was not, we are sat- counsellor and gave him a pension. There
isfied, acquainted with hermetic science.
he remained until he died in 1811.
Yet a woman thus portrayed, standing near
During his residence at Gotha he wrote
a tomb, was a very appropriate symbol for and published many works, some on philothe third degree, whose dogma is the resur- sophical subjects and several in explanarection.
In hermetic science, according tion and defence of Illuminism. Among
to Nicolas Flammel, [Hieroglyphica, cap. the latter were A Picture of the Uluminati,

:
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A complete History of the Persecutions
of the llluminati in Bavaria, 1786. Of this

" Whoever does not close his ear to the
lamentations of the miserable, nor his
heart to gentle pity; whoever is the friend
and brother of the unfortunate; whoever
has a heart capable of love and friendship;

1786

;

work only one volume was published; the
second, though promised, never appeared.

An

Apology for the llluminati, 1786 An
Improved System of the llluminati, 1787, and
;

many

others.

No man

has ever been more abused and
than Weishaupt by the adversaries
of Freemasonry. In such partisan writers
as Barruel and Robison we might expect to
find libels against a Masonic reformer. But
it is passing strange that Dr. Oliver should
have permitted such a passage as the following to sully his pages. [Landmarks, ii. 26.)
" Weishaupt was a shameless libertine,
who compassed the death of his sister-inlaw to conceal his vices from the world and,
as he termed it, to preserve his honor."
To charges like these, founded only in
the bitterness of his persecutors, Weishaupt

villified

has
"

made the following reply:
The tenor of my life has been the

op-

is vile ; and no
can lay any such thing to my charge."
Indeed, his long continuance in an im-

posite of everything that

man

portant religious professorship at Ingoldstadt, the warm affections of his pupils, and
the patronage and protection, during the
closing years of his life, of the virtuous and
amiable Duke of Gotha, would seem to give
some assurance that Weishaupt could not
have been the monster that he has been
painted by his adversaries.

lUuminism, it is true, had its abundant
and no one will regret its dissolution.
But its founder had hoped by it to
effect much good: that it was diverted
from its original aim was the fault, not of
him, but of some of his disciples and their
faults he was not reluctant to condemn in
errors,

;

his writings.

His ambition was, I think, a virtuous
one; that it failed was his, and perhaps the
" My general plan,"
world's, misfortune.
he says, "is good, though in the detail
there may be faults. I had myself to create.
In another situation, and in an active station in life, I should have been keenly occupied, and the founding of an Order would
never have come into my head. But I
would have executed much better things,
if the government had not always opposed
my exertions, and placed others in situaIt was the
tions which suited my talents.
full conviction of this, and of what could
be done, if every man were placed in the
office for which he was fitted by nature,
and a proper education, which first sug-

me the plan of Illuminism."
What he really wished Illuminism to be,
we may judge from the instructions he gave
gested to

as to the necessary qualifications of a candidate for initiation. They are as follows
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whoever

is steadfast in adversity, unwearied
in the carrying out of whatever has been
once engaged in, undaunted in the over-

coming of difficulties; whoever does not
mock and despise the weak whose soul is
;

susceptible of conceiving great designs, desirous of rising superior to all base motives,
and of distinguishing itself by deeds of
benevolence; whoever shuns idleness; whoever considers no knowledge as unessential
which he may have the opportunity of acquiring, regarding the knowledge of mankind as his chief study; whoever, when
truth and virtue are in question, despising
the approbation of the multitude, is sufficiently courageous to follow the dictates of
his own heart,
such a one is a proper
candidate."

—

The Baron von Knigge, who, perhaps, of
men, best knew him, said of him that

all

he was undeniably a man of genius, and a
profound thinker and that he was all the
more worthy of admiration because, while
;

subjected to the infiuences of a bigoted
Catholic education, he had formed his mind
by his own meditations, and the reading
of good books. His heart, adds this companion of his labors and sharer of his
secret thoughts, was excited by the most
unselfish desire to do something great, and
that would be worthy of mankind, and in
the accomplishment of this he was deterred
by no opposition and discouraged by no

embarrassments.

The

truth

is,

I think, that

Weishaupt

has been misunderstood by Masonic and
slandered by un-Masonic writers. His success in the beginning as a reformer was
due to his own honest desire to do good.
His failure in the end was attributable to
ecclesiastical persecution, and to the faults
and follies of his disciples. The master
works to elevate human nature ; the scholars,
Weishaupt's place in history
to degrade.

shouldbe among the unsuccessful reformers,
and not among the profligate adventurers.
Welcome. In the ritual, it is said to
be the duty of the Senior Deacon " to welcome and clothe all visiting brethren."
That is to say, he is to receive them at the
door with all courtesy and kindness, and to
furnish thein, or see that they are furnished,
with the necessary apron and gloves, and,
if they are Past Masters, with the appropriate collar and jewel of that office, with
an extra supply of which all Lodges were
in the olden time supplied.
He is to conduct the visitor to a seat, and thus carry
out the spirit of the old Charges, which
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especially inculcate hospitality to strange
brethren.

Well Formed, True, and Trusty.

A formula used

by

tile

Grand Master

Having
at the laying of a corner-stone.
applied the square, level, and plumb to its
different surfaces and angles, he declares it
to be "well formed, true, and trusty."
Borrowed from the technical language of
Operative Masonry, it is symbolically applied in reference to the character which
the Entered Apprentice should sustain
when, in the course of his initiation, he assumes the place of a typical corner-stone
in the Lodge.

Wesley, Samuel. At one time the
most distinguished organist of England,
and called by Mendelssohn " the father of
English organ-playing." He was initiated
as a Mason December 17, 1788, and in 1812,
office of Grand Organist of the Grand
Lodge of England being in that year first

the

instituted, he received the

appointment from

the Grand Master, the Duke of Sussex, and
held it until 1818. He composed the anthem performed at the union of the two
Grand Lodges in 1813, and was the composer of many songs, glees, etc., for the use
of the Craft. He was the son of the Rev.
Charles Wesley, and nephew of the celebrated John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. Born February 24, 1766, at Bristol,
England, and died October 11, 1837. He
was well entitled to the epithet of the
" Great Musician of Masonry."
West. Although the west, as one of
the four cardinal points, holds an honorable position as the station of the Senior
Warden, and of the pillar of Strength that
supports the Lodge, yet, being the place of
the sun's setting and opposed to the east, the
recognized place of light, it, in Masonic
symbolism, represents the place of darkness
and ignorance. The old tradition, that in
primeval times all human wisdom was confined to the eastern part of the world, and
that those who had wandered towards the
west were obliged to return to the east in
search of the knowledge of their ancestors,
Creuzer [Symis not confined to Masonry.
bolik) speaks of an ancient and highly-instructed body of priests in the East, from
whom all knowledge, under the veil of symbols, was communicated to the Greeks and
other unenlightened nations of the West.
And in the " Legend of the Craft," contained
in the old Masonic Constitutions, there is
always a reference to the emigration of the
Masons from Egypt eastward to the "land
of behest," or Jerusalem. Hence, in the
modern symbolism of Speculative Masonry,
it is said that the Mason during his advancement is traveUing from the West to the
East in search of light.

Westphalia^ Secret Tribunals
of. The Vehmgerichte, or Fehmgerichte,
were secret criminal courts of Westphalia
The origin of this inin the Middle Ages.
stitution, like that of Masonry, has been
involved in uncertainty. The true meanVaem
ing of the name even is doubtful.
is said by Dreyer to signify holy in the old
Northern languages; and, if this be true,
a Fehmgericht would mean a holy court.
But it has also been suggested that the word
comes from the Latin fama, or rumor, and
that a Fehmgericht was so called because
it proceeded to the trial of persons whose
only accuser was common rumor, the maxim of the German law, "no accuser, no
judge," being in such a case departed from.
They were also called Tribunals of Westphalia, because their jurisdiction and existence were confined to that country.
The Mediseval Westphalia was situated
within the limits of the country bounded
on the west by the Rhine, on the east by
the Weser, on'the north by Friesland, and
Render
on the south by Westerwald.
[Tour through Oermany, p. 186,) says that
the tribunals were only to be found in the
duchies of Gueldres, Cleves, and Westphalia, in the principal cities of Corvey
and Minden, in the landgravate of Hesse,
in the counties of Bentheim, Limburg,
Lippe, Mark, Raveusberg, Rechlinghausen,
Rietzberg, Sayn, Waldeck, and Steinfort,
in some baronies, as Gehmen, Neustndt,
and Rheda, and in the free imperial city
of Dortmund ; but these were all included
within the limits of Mediaeval Westphalia.
It has been supposed that the first secret
tribunals were established by the Emperor
Charlemagne on the conquest of Saxony,
In 803 the Saxons obtained among other
privileges that of retaining their national
laws, and administering them under imperial judges who had been created Counts
of the Empire. Their courts, it is said,
were held three times a year in an open
field, and their sessions were held in public
on ordinary occasions ; but in all cases of
religious offence, such as apostasy, heresy,
or sacrilege, although the trial began in a
public session, it always ended in a secret
tribunal.
It has

been supposed by some writers
that these courts of the Counts of the Empire instituted by Charlemagne gave origin
to the secret tribunals of Westphalia,
which were held in the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries. There is no external evidence of the truth of this hypothesis.
It was, however, the current opinion
of the time, and all the earlier traaitions
and documents of the courts themselves
trace their origin to Charlemagne.
Paul
Wigand, the German jurist and historian.

;
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who

wrote a history of their tribunals,
{Fehmgericht Westfalens, Hamburg, 1826,)
contends for the truth of these traditions
and Sir Francis Palgrave, in his Rise and
Progress of the English Commonwealth, says,
unhesitatingly, that " the Vehmic tribunals
can only be considered as the original jurisdictions of the old Saxons which survived the subjugation of their country."
The silence on this subject in the laws and
capitularies of Charlemagne has been explained on the ground that these tribunals
were not established authoritatively by
that monarch, but only permitted by a
tacit sanction to exist.
The author of the article on the Secret
Societies of the Middle Ages, published in
the Library of Entertaining Knowledge, who
has written somewhat exhaustively on this
subject, says that the first writers who have
mentioned these tribunals are Henry of
Hervorden in the fourteenth, and ^neas
Sylvius in the fifteenth century; both of
whom, however, trace them to the time of
Charlemagne; but Jacob [Recherohes Historiquessurles Oroisadesetles Templiers, p.lS2,)
cites a diploma of Count Engelbert de la
Mark, of the date of 1267, in which there is
an evident allusion to some of their usages.

Render says that they are

first

generally

known

in the year 1220.
But their absolute historical existence is confined to the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
The secret Westphalian tribunals were
apparently created for the purpose of preserving public morals, of punishing crime,

and of protecting the poor and weak from
the oppressions of the rich and powerful.
They were outside of the regular courts of
the country, and in this respect may be
compared to the modern "vigilance committees " sometimes instituted in this country for the protection of the well-disposed
citizens in newly-settled territories from the

annoyanceof lawless men. But theGerman
tribunals differed from the American committees in this, that they were recognized by
the emperors, and that their decisions and
executions partook of a judicial character.
The Vehmic tribunals, as they are also
called,

were governed by a minute system

of regulations, the strict observance of
which preserved their power and influence
for at least

two centuries.

At the head of the institution was the
Emperor, for in Germany he was recognized
His connection with
as the source of law.
the association was either direct or indirect.
If he had been initiated into it, as
was usually the case, then his connection
was direct and immediate. If, however, he
was not an initiate, then bis powers were
delegated to a lieutenant, who was a member of the tribunal.

Next

to

the
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Emperor came the

free

Free counties were certain districts
comprehending several parishes, where the
judges and counsellors of the secret ban
exercised jurisdiction in conformity with
counts.

the statutes.
The free count, who was
called Stuhlherr, or tribunal lord, presided
over this free county and the tribunal held
within it.
had also the prerogative of
erecting other tribunals within his territorial limits, and if he did not preside in person, he appointed a Freigraf, or free judge,
to suppljr his place.
No one could be invested with the dignity of a free judge un-

He

less

he were a Westphalian by

born

birth,

in lawful wedlock of honest parents; of
good repute, charged with no crime, and
well qualified to preside over the county.
They derived their name of free judges from
the fact that the tribunals exercised their
jurisdiction over only free men, serfs being
left to the control of their own lords.
Next in rank to the free judges were the
SchSppen, as assessors or counsellors. They

formed the main body of the association,
and were nominated by the free judge, with
the consent of the stuhlherr, and vouched for
by two members of the tribunal. A schbppe
was required to be a Christian, a Westphalian of honest birth, neither excommunicated nor outlawed, nor involved in any
suit before the Fehmgericht, and not a
member of any monastic or ecclesiastical
order.
There were two classes of these assessors or schbppen a lower class or grade
called the Ignorant, who had not been initiated, and were consequently not permitted to be present at the secret session and
a higher grade, called the Knowing, who
were subjected to a form of initiation.
The ceremonies of initiation of a free
judge were very solemn and symbolic; The
candidate appeared bareheaded before the
tribunal, and answered certain questions
respecting his qualifications. Then, kneeling, with the thumb and forefinger of the
right hand on a naked sword and halter,
he pronounced the following oath " I swear
by the Holy Trinity that I will, from henceforth, aid, keep, and conceal the holy Fehms
from wife and child, from father and mother,
from sister and brother, from fire and wind,
from all that the sun shines on and the rain
covers, from all that is between sky and
earth, especially from the man who knows
the law and will bring before this free tribunal, under which I am sitting, all that
:

;

:

;

belongs to the secret jurisdiction of the Emperor, whether I know it to be true myself
or have heard it from trustworthy men,
whatever requires correction or punishment, whatever is committed within the
jurisdiction of the Fehm, that it may be
judged, or, with the consent of the accuser.

be put off in grace and will not cease so to
do for love or for fear, for gold or for silver,
;

or for precious stones and will strengthen
this tribunal and jurisdiction with all my
and that I do not
five senses and power
take on me this office for any other cause
than for the sake of right and j ustice. Moreover, that I will ever advance and honor
this free tribunal more than any other free
tribunals ; and what I thus promise will I
steadfastly and firmly keep so help me God
;

;

;

and

his

Holy Gospel."

He further swore in an additional oath
that he would, to the best of his ability,
enlarge the holy empire, and would undertake nothing with unrighteous hand against
the land and people of the Stuhlherr, or Lord
of the Tribunal. His name was then inserted in the Book of Gold.
The secrets of the tribunal were then
communicated to the candidate, and with
them the modes of recognition by which
he could be enabled to discover his fellowmembers. The sign is described to have
been made by placing, when at table, the
point of their knife pointing to themselves,
and the haft away from them. This was
also accompanied by the words Stock Stein,
Oras Orein, the meaning of which phrase
is
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unknown.

The duties of the initiated were to act as
assessors or judges at the meetings of the
courts, to constitute which at least seven
were required to be present; and also to go
through the country, serve citations upon
the accused, and to execute the sentences
of the tribunals upon criminals, as well as
to trace out and denounce all evil-doers.
The punishment of an initiate who had betrayed any of the secrets of the society was
severe.
His tongue was torn out by the
roots, and he was then hung on a tree seven
feet higher than any other felon.
The ceremonies practised when a Fehm
court was held were very symbolic in their
character.
Before the free count stood a
on which were placed a naked sword
and a cord of withe. The sword, which
was cross-handled, is explained in their
ritual as signifying the cross on which
Christ suffered for our sins, and the cord
the punishment of the wicked. All had
table,

their heads uncovered, to signify that they
would proceed openly and fairly, punish in
proportion to guilt, and cover no right with
a wrong. Their hands also were uncovered,
to show that they would do nothing covertly and underhand and they wore cloaks,
to signify their warm love for justice, for
as the cloak covers all the other garments
and the body, so should their love cover
Lastly, they were to wear neither
justice.
;

the peace of the empire.

They were charged

to be cool and sober, lest passion or intoxication should lead them to pass an unjust

judgment.
Writers of romance have clothed these
tribunals with additional mystery. But the
stories that they were held at night, and in
subterranean places, have no foundation
save in the imagination of those who have
invented them. They were held, like other
German courts, at break of day and in the
open air, generally beneath a tree in the
or elsewhere. The public tribunals
were, of course, open to all. It was the
secret ones only that were held in private.
But the time and place were made known
to the accused in the notification left at his
residence, or, if that were unknown, as in
the case of a vagabond, at a place where
four roads met, being affixed to the ground
or to a tree, and the knowledge might be
easily communicated by him to his friends.
The Chapter-General met once a year,
generally at Dortmund or Arensburg, but
always at some place in Westphalia. It
consisted of the tribunal lords and free
counts, who were convoked by the Emperor or his lieutenant. If the Emperor was
an initiate, he might preside in person if
he was not, he was represented by his lieutenant. At these Chapters the proceedings
of the various Fehm courts were reviewed,
and hence these latter made a return of the
names of the persons initiated, the suits
they had commenced, the sentences they
had passed, and the punishments they had
inflicted.
The Chapter-General acted also
as a court of appeals. In fact, the relation
of a Chapter-General to the Fehm courts
was precisely the same as that of a Grand
Lodge of Masons to its subordinates. The
resemblance, too, in the symbolic character
of the two institutions was striking. But
here the resemblance ended, for it has never
been contended that there was or could be
any connection whatever between the two
institutions.
But the coincidences show
that peculiar spirit and love of mystery
which prevailed in those times, and the influence of which was felt in Masonry as
well as in the Westphalian tribunals, and
all the other secret societies of the Middle
forest,

;

Ages.

The crimes of which the Fehmgericht
claimed a jurisdiction were, according to
the statutes passed at Arensburg in 1490,
of two kinds those cognizant by the secret
tribunal, and those cognizant by the public
tribunal.
The crimes cognizant by the
secret tribunal were, violations of the
secrets of Charlemagne and of the Fehm:

gericht, heresy, apostasy, perjury,
and
armor nor weapons, that no one might feel witchcraft or magic. Those cognizant by
fear, and to indicate that they were under the public tribunal were, sacrilege, theft,
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rape, robbery of women in childbirth, treason, highway robbery, murder or manslaughter, and vagrancy. Sometimes the
catalogue of crimes was modified and often
enlarged. There was one period when all
the crimes mentioned in the decalogue were
included ; and indeed there was no positive
restriction of the jurisdiction of the tribunals, which generally were governed in
their proceedings by what they deemed ex-
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eral disorganization of society,

had ren-

dered the law itself powerless and when
in the hands of persons of irreproachable
character, the weak could only thus be
protected from the oppressions of the
strong, the virtuous from the aggression of
the vicious. It was in its commencement
a safeguard for society and hence it became so popular that its initiates numbered at one time over one hundred thousand, and men of rank and influence
sought with avidity admission into its
;

;

pedient for the public peace and safety.
In the early history of the institution, its
trials were conducted with impartiality, and circle.
In time the institution became demoralits judgments rendered in accordance with
Purity of character was no longer
justice, being constantly restrained by ized.
mercy, so that they were considered by the insisted on as a qualification for admission.
populace as being of great advantage in Its decrees and judgments were no longer
those times of lawlessness. But at length marked with unfaltering justice, and, instead
the institution became corrupt, and often of defending the weak any longer from the
aided instead of checking oppression, a oppressor, it often became itself the willing instrument of oppression. Efforts were
change which finally led to its decay.
When any one was accused, he was sum- made from time to time to inaugurate remoned to appear before the tribunal at a cer- forms, but the prevailing spirit of the age,
If he was an now beginning to be greatly improved by
tain specified time and place.
initiate, the summons was repeated three the introduction of the Roman law and the
times but if not, that is, if any other than spread of the Protestant religion, was opan inhabitant of Westphalia, the summons posed to the self-constituted authority of
was given only once. If he appeared, an the tribunals. They began to dissolve
opportunity was afforded him of defence. almost insensibly, and after the close of the
An initiate could purge himself by a simple sixteenth century we hear no more of them,
oath of denial, but any other person was although there never was any positive derequired to adduce sufficient testimony of cree of dissolution enacted or promulgated
If the accused did not ap- by the State. They were destroyed, not by
his innocence.
pear, nor render a satisfactory excuse for any edict of law, but by the progressive
his absence, the court proceeded to declare spirit of the people.
West Virginia. Originally, all the
him outlawed, and a free judge was delegated to put him to death wherever found. Lodges in the western part of Virginia were
Where three free judges found any one fla- under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
grante delicto, or in the very act of committing of that State. But the new State of West
a crime, or having just perpetrated it, they Virginia having been formed in 1863, nine
were authorized to put him to death with- Lodges sent delegates to a convention held
out the formality of a trial. But if he suc- at Fairmount, April 12, 1865, which, after
ceeded in making his escape before the some discussion, adjourned to meet again on
penalty was inflicted, he could not on a May 10th of the same year, when the Grand
subsequent arrest be put to death. His Lodge of West Virginia was organized, and
case must then be brought for trial before W. J. Bates elected Grand Master.
The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
a tribunal.
The sentence of the court, if capital, Masons of West Virginia was organized,
was not announced to the criminal, and November 16, 1871, by a convention of five
he learned it only when, in some secret Chapters. The Grand Chapter of Virginia,
place, the executioners of the decree of under which these Chapters held their Warthe Fehmgericht met him and placed the rants, had previously given its consent to
halter around his neck and suspended him the organization.
White. White is one of the most
to a neighboring tree. The punishment of
death was always by hanging, and from a ancient as well as most extensively diffused
The fact that a dead body was thus of the symbolic colors. It is to be found
tree.
found in the forest, was an intimation to in all the ancient mysteries, where it conthose who found it that the person had stituted, as it does in Masonry, the investidied by the judgment of the secret tri- ture of the candidate. It always, however,
and everywhere has borne the same signifibunal.
It is very evident that an institution like cation as the symbol of purity and innothis could be justified, or even tolerated, cence.
In the religious observances of the Heonly in a country and at a time when the
power and vices of the nobles, and the gen- brews, white was the color of one of the
;

WHITE

WHITE
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curtains of the tabernacle, where, according
to Josephus, it was a symbol of the element
of earth; and it was employed in the construction of the ephod of the high priest,
of his girdle, and of the breastplate. The
word p'j, laban, which in the Hebrew language signifies " to make white," also denotes " to purify " and there are to be

ghosts are represented as clothed in white ;
the Egyptians wrapped their dead in white
linen; Homer (i^iarf xviii. 353,) refers to the
same custom when he makes tlie attendants
cover the dead body of Patroclus, pharei

leuko, with a white pall ; and Pausanias tells
us that the Messenians practised the same
customs, clothing their dead in white, and
found throughout the Scriptures many allu- placing crowns upon their heads, indicating
sions to the color as an emblem of purity. by this double symbolism the triumph of
" Though thy sins be as scarlet," says Isaiah, the soul over the empire of death.
" they shall be as white as snow." Jeremiah,
The Hebrews had the same usage. St.
describing the once innocent condition Matthew (xxvii. 59,) tells us that Joseph
of Zion, says, "her Nazarites were purer of Arimathea wrapped the dead body of our
than snow, they were whiter than milk." Lord "in a clean linen cloth." Adopting
"Many," says Daniel, "shall be purified this as a suggestion. Christian artists have,
and made white." In Revelation, a white in their paintings of the Saviour after his
atone was the reward promised by the Spirit resurrection, depicted him in a white robe.
to those who overcame; and again, "he And it is with this idea that in the Apocathat overcometh, the same shall be clothed lypse white vestments are said to be the
;
in white garments " and in another part of symbols of the regeneration of souls, and
the same book the Apostle is instructed to the reward of the elect. It is this consecrasay that fine linen, clean and white, is the tion of white to the dead that caused it to
righteousness of the saints. The ancient be adopted as the color of mourning among
prophets always imagined the Deity clothed the nations of antiquity. As the victor in
in white, because, says Portal, (Des Coulewra the games was clothed in white, so the same
Syrrdioliques, p. 35,) "white is the color of
color became the symbol of the victory
absolute truth, of Him who is it alone re- achieved by the departed in the last combat
" The friends of the
flects all the luminous rays ; it is the unity of the soul with death.
whence all the primitive colors emanate." deceased wore," says Plutarch, " his livery,
Thus Daniel, in one of his prophetic visions, in commemoration of his triumph." The
saw the Ancient of days, " whose garment modern mourning in black is less philowas white as snow, and the hair of his head sophic and less symbolic than this ancient
like pure wool."
Here, says Dr. Henry, one in white.
{Oomm. in loco,) the whiteness of the garIn Speculative Masonry, white is the
"
ment noted the splendor and purity of symbol of purity. This symbolism comGod in all the administrations of his justice." mences at the earliest point of initiation,
Among the Gentile nations, the same when the white apron is presented to the
reverence was paid to this color. The candidate as a symbol of purity of life and
Egyptians decorated the head of their rectitude of conduct. Wherever in any of
deity, Osiris, with a white tiara.
In the the subsequent initiations this color apschool of Pythagoras, the sacred hymns pears, it is always to be interpreted as symwere chanted in white robes. The Druids bolizing the same idea. In the thirty-third
clothed their initiates who had arrived at degree of the Ancient and Accepted ScotthC' ultimate degree, or that of perfection, tish Rite, the Sovereign Inspector is inin white vestments. In all the mysteries vested with a white scarf as inculcating
of other nations of antiquity, the same cus- that virtuous deportment above the tongue
tom was observed. White was, in general, of all reproach which should distinguish
the garment of the Gentile as well as of the the possessors of that degree, the highest in
Hebrew priests in the performance of their the Rite.
sacred rites. As the divine power was supThis symbolism of purity was most probposed to be represented on earth by the ably derived by the Masons from that of
priesthood, in all nations the sovereign the primitive church, where
a white garpontiff was clad in white.
Aaron was di- ment was placed on the catechumen who
rected to enter the sanctuary only in white was about to be baptized,
as a token that
garments in Persia, the Magi wore white he had put off the lusts of the flesh,
and,
robes, because, as they said, they alone were being cleansed from his former
sins, had
pleasing to the Deity and the white tunic obliged himself to maintain
an unspotted
of Ormuzd is still the characteristic garment life.
The ancient symbolism of regeneraof the modern Parsees.
tion which appertained to the ancient idea
White, among the ancients, was conse- of the color white has not been adopted
in
crated to the dead, because it was the sym- Masonry and yet it would be
highly apbol of the regeneration of the soul. On propriate in an Institution one
of whose
the monuments of Thebes the manes or chief dogmas ia the resurrection.
;

;

;

;

;
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Ball. In Freemasonry, equivalent to a favorable or affirmative vote.

Master of the Lodge, and presided until
1809.
In 1805 he was appointed a Grand

The custom of using white and blaok

Steward, and in 1810 Grand Secretary, as
the assistant of his father. This office was
held by them conjointly for three years.
In 1818, at the union of the two Grand
Lodges, he was appointed, with Edwards
Harper, Joint Grand Secretary of the United Grand Lodge of England, and in 1838
sole Grand Secretary.
In 1857, after a service of nearly half a century, he retired from
the office, theGrandLodgeunanimously voting him a retiring pension equal in amount
On that occasion the Earl of
to his salary.
Zetland, Grand Master, said " I know of
no one, and I believe there never was any
one who has done more, who has rendered
more valuable services to Masonry than
our worthy Brother White." In view of
the great names in Masonic literature and
labor which preceded him, the eulogium will
be deemed exaggerated but the devotion
of the Grand Secretary to the Order, and
his valuable services during his long and
active life, cannot -be denied. During the
latter years of his official term, he was
charged with inactivity and neglect of duty,
but the fault has been properly attributed
serto the increasing infirmities of age.
vice of plate was presented to him by the
Craft, June 20, 1850, as a testimonial of
esteem. He died April 5, 1866.
Widow's Son. In Ancient Craft Masonry, the title applied to Hiram, the architect of the Temple, because he is said, in the
First Book of Kings, (vii. 14,) to have been
"a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali."
The Adonhiramite Masons have a tradition
which Chapron gives (Necessaire Maqonn.,
p. 101,) in the following words: "The Masons call themselves the widow's sons, because, after the death of our respectable
Master, the Masons took care of his mother,
whose childen they called themselves, because Adonhiram had always considered
them as his brethren. But the French
Masons subsequently changed the myth and
called themselves 'Sons of the Widow,' and
'As the wife of Hiram
for this reason.
remained a widow after her husband was
murdered, the Masons, who regard themselves as the descendants of Hiram, call
themselves Sons of the Widow.' " But this
myth is a pure invention, and is without
the scriptural foundation of the York myth,
which makes Hiram himself the widow's
But in French Masonry the term
son.
"
of the Widow " is synonymous with

White

balls

seems to have been derived from the Romans, who in the earlier days of the republic used white and black balls in their
judicial trials, which were cast into an urn,
the former acquitting and with the latter

condemning the accused.

Wblte Cross Knights. A

title

sometimes applied to the Knights Hospitallers of St. John, from the color of their
Porter [Hist. Knts. of Malta, i. 166,)
cross.
says: "Villiers hastily assembled a troop
of White Oross Knights, and, issuing from
the city by a side gate, made a circuit so
as, if possible, to fall upon the flank of the
foe unperceived."

White Mantle, Order of

the.

The Teutonic Knights were

so denomicolor of their

nated in allusion to the
cloaks, on which they bore a black cross.
(Magonnerie
White Masonry.
blanche.)
A title give^ by French writers
to Female Masonry, or the Masonry of
Adoption,

White Stone. A

symbol in the Mark
referring to the passage in the
Apocalypse (ii. 17): "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna and I will give him a white stone,
and in the stone a new name written, which
no man knoweth, saving he that receiveth
it."
In this passage it is supposed that the
Evangelist alluded to the stones or tesserae
which, among the ancients and the early
Christians, were used as tokens of alliance
and friendship. Hence in the Mark degree, the white stone and the new name inscribed upon it is a symbol of the covenant
made between the possessors of the degree,
which will in all future time, and under
every circumstance of danger or distress,
secure the kind and fraternal assistance of
degree

;

all upon whom the same token has been
bestowed. In the symbolism of the degree
the candidate represents that white stone
upon whom the new name as a Mark Master
is to be inscribed.
See Mark and Tessera

Hospitalis.

White, William Henry.

Distin-

guished for his services to the Craft of England, whom he served as Grand Secretary
for the long period of forty-seven years.
He was the son of William White, who was
also Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of England for thirty-two years, the office
having thus been held by father and son
William Henry
for seventy-nine years.
White was born in 1778. On April 15,
1799, he was initiated in Emulation Lodge,
No. 12, now called the Lodge of Emulation,

No.

21,
father.

6L

having been nominated by his
16, 1800, he was elected

December

66
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:

;

A

Son
"Mason."

The adherents of the

,

,

exiled house of

Stuart, when seeking to organize a system
of political Masonry by which they hoped
to secure the restoration of the family to
the throne of England, transferred to

WIFE

WINDING

Charles II. the tradition of Hiram Abif
betrayed by his followers, and called him
" the Widow's Son/' because he was the
son of Henrietta Maria, the widow of
Charles I. For the same reason they subsequently applied the phrase to his brother,

clined to think that it is a custom which
would be " more honored in the breach than
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James

II.

Wife and Danghteir, Mason's.
See Mason's Wife and Daughter.

Wiltaelmsbad, Congress

of.

At

Wilhelmsbad, near the city of Hanau in
Hesse-Cassel, was held the most important
Masonic Congress of the eighteenth century.
It was convoked by Ferdinand,
Duke of Brunswick, Grand Master of the
Order of Strict Observance, and was opened
July 16, 1782. Its duration extended to

and in its discussions the
most distinguished Masons of Germany
were engaged. Neither the Grand Lodge
of Germany, nor that of Sweden, was
represented; and the Grand Lodge of the
thirty sessions,

Three Globes, at Berlin, sent only a letter:
but there were delegates from Upper and
Lower Germany, from Holland, Sussia,
Italy, France, and Austria; and the Order
of the lUuminati was represented by the
Baron von Knigge. It is not therefore
surprising that the most heterogenous
opinions were expressed. Its avowed object was the reform of the Masonic system,
and its disentanglement from the confused
mass of rites and high degrees with which

French and German pretenders or enthusiasts had been for years past overwhelming
Important topics were proposed, such
as the true origin of Speculative Masonry,
it.

whether

it was merely conventional and
the result of modern thought, or whether it
was the offspring of a more ancient order,
and, if so, what was that order; whether
there were any Superiors General then existing, and who these Unknown Superiors
were, etc. These and kindred questions
were thoroughly discussed, but not defined,
and the Congress was eventually closed
without coming to any other positive determination than that Freemasonry was not
essentially connected with Templarism, and
that, contrary to the doctrine of the Eite
of Strict Observance, the Freemasons were
not the successors of the Knights Templars.
The real effect of the Congress of Wilhelmsbad was tlie abolition of that Eite,
which soon after drooped and died.
Will. In some of the continental Eites,
and in certain high degrees, it is a custom
to require the recipiendary to make, before
his initiation, a will and testament, exhibiting what are his desires as to the distribution of his property at his decease. The
object seems to be to add solemnity to the
ceremony, and to impress the candidate
with the thought of death. But I am in-

the observance."

It is not practised in the
Eites.

York and American

Wilson Manuscript.

In the mar-

ginal notes to the Manifesto of the Lodge of
Antiquity, published in 1778, there is reference to an " O. MS. in the hands of Mr.
Wilson of Broomhead, near SheflSeld,
Yorkshire, written in the reign of King
Henry VIII." It seems, from the context,
to have been cited as authority for the existence of a General Assembly of the Craft
at the city of York. But no part of the
MS. has ever been printed or transcribed,
and it is now apparently lost.
Stairs. In the First Book
of Kings (vi. 8) it is said: "The door for
the middle chamber was in the right side
of the house; and they went up with windings stairs into the middle chamber, and
out of the middle into the third." From
this passage the Masons of the last century
adopted the symbol of the winding stairs,
and introduced it Into the Fellow Craft's
degree, where it has ever since remained,
in the York and American Eites.
In one
of the high degrees of the Scottish Eite the
winding stairs are called cochleus, which is
a corruption of coehlis, a spiral staircase.
The Hebrew word is lulim, from the obsolete root lul, to roll or wind.
The whole
story of the winding stairs iu the second
degree of Masonry is a mere myth, without
any other foundation than the slight allusion in the Book of Kings which has been
just cited, and it derives its only value
from the symbolism taught in its legend.

Winding

See Middle Chamber and Winding
Legend of the.

(Hairs,

Winding Stairs, I<egend of the.
I formerly so fully investigated the true

meaning of the legend of the winding stairs,
as taught in the degree of Fellow Craft, that
I can now find nothing to add to what I
have already said in my work on The Sgmholism of Freemasonry, published in 1869.
I might, in writing a new article, change
the language, but I could furnish no new
idea.
I shall not, therefore, hesitate to
transfer much of what I have said on this
subject in that work to the present article.

an enlargement and development of
the meagre explanations given in the ordinary lecture of Webb.
In an investigation of the symbolism of
the winding stairs, we shall be directed to
the true explanation by a reference to
their origin, their number, the objects
which they recall, and their termination,
but above all by a consideration of the great
design which an ascent upon them was intended to accomplish.
The steps of tnis winding staircase comIt is
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menced, we are informed, at the porch of

considered as a fortunate omen. But the
fact is, that the symbolism of numbers was
borrowed by the Masons from Pythagoras,
in whose system of philosophy it plays an

the Temple

;

to say, at its very ennothing is more undoubted in

that

is

trance. But
the science of

Masonic symbolism than that
the Temple was the representative of the
world purified by the Shekinah, or the Divine Presence. The world of the profane
is without the Temple the world of the initiated is within its sacred walls.
Hence to
enter the Temple, to pass within the porch,
to be made a Mason, and to be born into the
world of Masonic light, are all synonymous
and convertible terms. Here, then, the symbolism of the winding stairs begins.
The Apprentice, having entered within
the porch of the temple, has begun his
Masonic life. But the first degree in Masonry, like the lesser mysteries of the ancient systems of initiation, is only a prepa;

ration and purification for something
higher. The Entered Apprentice is the
child in Masonry. The lessons which he
receives are simply intended to cleanse the
heart and prepare the recipient for that
mental illumination which is to be given
in the succeeding degrees.
As a Fellow Craft, he has advanced another step, and as the degree is emblematic
of youth, so it is here that the intellectual
education of the candidate begins. And
therefore, here, at the very spot which separates the porch from the sanctuary, where
childhood ends and manhood begins, he
finds stretching out before him a winding
stair which invites him, as it were, to ascend, and which, as the symbol of discipline
and instruction, teaches him that here must
commence his Masonic labor here he
must enter upon those glorious though difficult researches the end of which is to be
the possession of divine truth. The- winding stairs begin after the candidate has
passed within the porch and between the
pillars of strength and establishment, as a
significant symbol to teach him that as soon
as he has passed beyond the years of irrational childhood, and commenced his entrance upon manly life, the laborious task
of self-improvement is the first duty that is

—

He cannot stand still,
he would be worthy of his vocation ; his
destiny as an immortal being requires him
to ascend, step by step, until he has reached
the summit, where the treasures of knowledge await him.
placed before him.
if

The number of these

steps in all the sys-

—
—

Vitruvius remarks
is at least curious
that the ancient temples were always ascended by an odd number of steps; and he
assigns as the reason, that, commencing
with the right foot at the bottom, the worshipper would find the same foot foremost
when he entered the temple, which was

tems has been odd.

and the coincidence
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important part, and in which odd numbers
were considered as more perfect than even
ones. Hence, throughout the Masonic system we find a predominance of odd numbers; and while three, five, seven, nine, fif-

and twenty-seven, are all-important
we seldom find a reference to two,
four, six, eight, or ten.
The odd number
of the stairs was therefore intended to symbolize the idea of perfection, to which it
was the object of the aspirant to attain.
teen,

symbols,

the particular number of the
has varied at different periods.
Tracing-boards of the last century have
been found, in which only_^«e steps are delineated, and others in which they amount
to seven. The Prestonian lectures, used in
England in the beginning of this century,
gave the whole number as thirty-eight, dividing them into series of one, three, five,
seven, nine, and eleven. The error of
making an even number, which was a violation of the Pythagorean principle of odd
numbers as the symbol of perfection, was
corrected in the Hemming lectures, adopted
at the union of the two Grand Lodges of
England, by striking out the eleven, which
was also objectionable as receiving a sectaIn this country the
rian explanation.
number was still further reduced to fifteen,
divided into three series of three, five, and

As

to

stairs, this

I shall adopt this American division
in explaining the symbolism; although,
after all, the particular number of the steps,
or the peculiar method of their division
into series, will not in any way affect the
seven.

general symbolism of the whole legend.
The candidate, then, in the second degree of Masonry, represents a man starting
forth on the journey of life, with the great
task before him of self-improvement. For
the faithful performance of this task, a reward is promised, which reward consists in
the development of all his intellectual faculties, the moral and spiritual elevation of
his character, and the acquisition of truth
and knowledge. Now, the attainment of
this moral and intellectual condition supposes an elevation of character, an ascent
from a lower to a higher life, and a passage
of toil and diflSculty, through rudimentary
instruction, to the full fruition of wisdom.
This is therefore beautifully symbolized by
the winding stairs, at whose foot the aspirant stands ready to climb the toilsome
steep, while at its top is placed " that hieroglyphic bright which none but Craftsmen
ever saw," as the emblem of divine truth.
And hence a distinguished writer has said
that " these steps, like all the Masonic sym-

;
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bols, are illustrative of discipline

and doc-

mathematical,
and metaphysical science, and open to us
an extensive range of moral and specula-

trine, as well as of natural,

tive inquiry."

The candidate, incited by the love of virtue and the desire of knowledge, and withal
eager for the reward of truth which is set
before him, begins at once the toilsome ascent.
At each division he pauses to gather
instruction from the symbolism which these
divisions present to Ms attention.
At the first pause which he makes he is
instructed in the peculiar organization of
the order of which he has become a disciple.
But the information here given, if
taken in its naked, literal sense, is barren,
and unworthy of his labor. The rank of
the officers who govern, and the names of
the degrees which constitute the Institution,
can give him no knowledge which he has
not before possessed. We must look therefore to the symbolic meaning of these allusions for any value which may be attached
to this part of the ceremony.
The reference to the organization of the
Masonic institution is intended to remind
the aspirant of the union of men in society,
and the development of the social state out
of the state of nature. He is thus reminded, in the very outset of his journey,
of the blessings which arise from civilization, and of the fruits of virtue and knowledge which are derived from that condition.
Masonry itself is the result of civilization
while, in grateful return, it has been one of
the most important means of extending
that condition of mankind.
All the monuments of antiquity that the
ravages of time have left, combine to prove
that man had no sooner emerged from the
savage into the social state, than he commenced the organization of religious mysteries, and the separation, by a sort of divine
instinct, of the sacred from the profane.
Then came the invention of architecture as
a means of providing convenient dwellings
and necessary shelter from the inclemencies
and vicissitudes of the seasons, with all the
mechanical arts connected with it; and
lastly, geometry, as a necessary science to
enable the cultivators of land to measure
and designate the limits of their possessions.
All these are claimed as peculiar characteristics of Speculative Jlasonry, which may
be considered as the type of civilization, the
former bearing the same relation to the profane world as the latter does to the savage
Hence we at once see the fitness of
state.
the symbolism which commences the aspirant's upward progress in the cultivation of
knowledge and the search after truth, by
recalling to his mind the condition of civilization and the social union of mankind as

necessary preparations for the attainment
of these objects. In the allusions to the
officers of a Lodge, and the degrees of Masonry as explanatory of the organization
of our own society, we clothe in our symbolic language the history of the organization of society.
Advancing in his progress, the candidate is invited to contemplate another
The human senses,
series of instructions.
as the appropriate channels through which
we receive all our ideas of perception,
and which, therefore, constitute the most
important sources of our knowledge, are
here referred to as a symbol of intellectual cultivation. Architecture, as the most
important of the arts which conduce to
the comfort of mankind, is also alluded to
here, not simply because it is so closely
connected with the operative institution of
Masonry, but also as the type of all the
other useful arts. In his second pause, in
the ascent of the winding stairs, the aspirant is therefore reminded of the necessity
of cultivating practical knowledge.
So far, then, the instructions he has received relate to his own condition in society
as a member of the great social compact,
and to his means of becoming, by a knowledge of the arts of practical life, a necessary

and useful member of that society.
But his motto will be, " Excelsior." Still
must he go onward and forward. The stair
is still before him; its summit is not yet
reached, and still further treasures of wis-

dom

are to be sought for, or the reward will
not be gained, nor the middle chamber, the
abiding-place of truth, be reached.
In his third pause, he therefore arrives at
that point in which the whole circle of human science is to be explained. Symbols,
we know, are in themselves arbitrary and
of conventional signification, and the complete circle of human science might have
been as well symbolized by any other sign
or series of doctrines as by the seven liberal
arts

and

sciences.

But Masonry

is

an

insti-

tution of the olden time; and this selection
of the liberal arts and sciences as a symbol
of the completion of human learning is one
of the most pregnant evidences that we have
of its antiquity.
In the seventh century, and for a long
time afterwards, the circle of instruction to
which all the learning of the most eminent
schools and most distinguished philosophers
was confined, was limited to what were then
called the liberal arts and sciences, and
consisted of two branches, the frimum and
the quadrivium.
The trivium included
grammar, rhetoric, and logic; the quadrivium comprehended arithmetic, geometry,
music, and astronomy.
"These seven hea^," says Enfield, "were
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supposed to include universal knowledge.
He who was master of these was thought
to have no need of a preceptor to explain
any books or to solve any questions which
lay within the compass of human reason,
the knowledge of the trivium having furnished him with the key to all language,
and that of the quadrivium having opened

His wages are Truth, or that approximation
to it which will be most appropriate to the
degree into which he has been initiated.
It is one of the most beautiful, but at the
same time most abstruse, doctrines of the
science of Masonic symbolism that the

to

him the secret laws of nature."
At a period, says the same writer, when

few were instructed in the irivium, and very
few studied the quadrivium, to be master of
both was sufficient to complete the character
of a philosopher. The propriety, therefore,
of adopting the seven liberal arts and •sciences as a symbol of the completion of hu-

man

learning

is

apparent.

The

candidate,

having reached this point, is now supposed
to have accomplished the task upon which
he had entered
he has reached the last
step, and is now ready to receive the full

—

human
then, we

fruition of

learning.

wine, nor

Mason
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All these are but symbols.

oil.

ever to be in search of truth, but
it.
This divine truth, the
object of all his labors, is symbolized by the
is

is

never to find

Word, for which we all know he can only
obtain a substitute ; and this is intended to
teach the humiliating but necessary lesson
that the knowledge of the nature of God
and of man's relation to him, which knowledge constitutes divine truth, can never be
acquired in this life. It is only when the
portals of the grave open to us, and give us
an entrance into a more perfect life, that
this knowledge is to be attained. " Happy
is

"

the man," says the father of lyric poetry,

who descends beneath the hollow

earth,

having beheld these mysteries: he knows
the end, he knows the origin of life."
The middle chamber is therefore symbolic of this life, where the symbol only of
the Word can be given, where the truth is
to be reached by approximation only, and
yet where we are to learn that that truth
truth, which, it must be remembered, is will consist in a perfect knowledge of the
always symbolized in Masonry by the G. A. O. T. U. This is the reward of the
inquiring Mason in this consist the wages
Word.
Here let me again allude to the symbol- of a Fellow Craft; he is directed to the
ism of numbers, which is for the first time truth, but must travel farther and ascend
presented to the consideration of the Ma- still higher to attain it.
It is, then, as a symbol, and a symbol
sonic student in the legend of the winding
stairs.
The theory of numbers as the sym- only, that we must study this beautiful
bols of certain qualities was originally bor- legend of the winding stairs. If we attempt
rowed by the Masons from the school of to adopt it as a historical fact, the abPythagoras. It will be impossible, how- surdity of its details stares us in the face,
ever, to develop this doctrine, in its entire and wise men will wonder at our credulity.
extent, in the present article, for the nu- Its inventors had no desire thus to impose
meral symbolism of Masonry would itself upon our fblly but offering it to us as a
constitute materials for an ample essay. great philosophical myth, they did not for
It will be sufficient to advert to the fact a moment suppose that we would pass over
that the total number of the steps, amount- its sublime moral teachings to accept the
ing in all in fifteen in the American system, allegory as a historical narrative without
is a significant symbol.
For fifteen was a meaning, and wholly irreconcilable with
sacred number among the Orientals, because the records of Scripture, and opposed by
the letters of the holy name JAH, n'j were, all the principles of probability. To supin their numerical value, equivalent to fif- pose that eighty thousand craftsmen were
teen; and hence a figure in which the weekly paid in the narrow precincts of the
nine digits were so disposed as to make Temple chambers, is simply to suppose an
But to believe that all this picfifteen either way when added together absurdity.
perpendicularly, horizontally, or diago- torial representation of an ascent by a windnally, constituted one of their most sacred ing staircase to the place where the wages
talismans. The fifteen steps in the winding of labor were to be received, was an allestairs are therefore symbolic of the name gory to teach us the ascent of the mind
frf)ra ignorance, through all the toils of
of God.
But we are not yet done. It will be re- study and the difficulties of obtaining
membered that a reward was promised for knowledge, receiving here a little and there
all this toilsome ascent of the winding a little, adding something to the stock of
Now, what are the wages of a Spec- our ideas at each step, until, in the middle
stairs.
in the full fruition of
ulative Mason? Not money, nor corn, nor chamber of life,

are able to comprehend
the true symbolism of the winding stairs.
They represent the progress of an inquiring
mind, with the toils and labors of intellectual cultivation and study, and the preparatory acquisition of all human science, as a
preliminary step to the attainment of divine

So

far,

;

;

—

:

:

WISCONSIN

"WIND

— the reward

and the no foundation in truth, as there was no
such appendage to the Temple. It is simwith the reward in the direction how to seek ply intended to represent the place wher«
God and God's truth to helieve this, is to the workman received his wages, symbolic
believe and to know the true design of Spec- of the reward earned by labor.
Wine. One of the elements of Masonic
ulative Masonry, the only design which
makes it worthy of a good or a wise man's consecration, and, as a symbol of the inward
refreshment of a good conscience, is instudy.
" wine of reIts historical details are barren, but its tended, under the name of the
symbols and allegories are fertile with in- freshment," to remind us of the eternal
refreshments which the good are to receive
struction.

manhood
purified

;

and elevated

is

attained,

intellect is invested

;

Mason's. Among the Masonic tests of the last century was the
question, "IIow blows a Mason's wind?"
and the answer was, " Due east and west."
Browne gives the question and answer more
in extenso, and assigns the explanation as
follows
" How blows the wind in Masonry?
" Favorable due east and west.
" To what purpose?
" To call men to, at, and from their labor.

Wind,

"

What

does

it

further allude to ?

"
so

To those miraculous winds which proved
essential in working the happy deliver-

ance of the children of Israel from their
Egyptian bondage, and proved the overthrow of Pharaoh and all his host when he
attempted to follow them."
Krause very correctly thinks that the
fundamental idea of the Masonic wind
blowing from the east is to be found in the
belief of the Middle Ages that all good
things, such as philosophy and religion,
came from the East. In the German ritual

of The Three Sfs. John's Degrees of the Mother
Lodge of the Three Globes, the idea is expressed a little difierently. The catechism
is as

follows

Whence comes the wind?
" From the east towards the
"

west, and
from the south towards the north, and from
the north towards the south, the east, and

the west.
" What weather brings it?
" Variable, hail and storm, and calm and
pleasant weather."
The explanation given is, that these
changing winds symbolize the changing
progress of man's life in his pursuit of
knowledge now clear and full of hope, now
dark with storms. Bode's hypothesis that
these variable winds of Masonry were intended to refer to the changes of the condition of the Roman church under English
jBonarchs, from Henry VIII. to James II.,
and thus to connect the symbolism with
the Stuart Masonry, is wholly untenable,
as the symbol is not found in any of the
It is not recognized in
high degrees.
the French, and is obsolete in the York

—

Eite.

Window. A piece of furniture in the
Mark

degree.

It is

a mere symbol, having

in the future life for the faithful performance of duty in the present.

Wings of the Cherubim, Extended. The candidate in the degree
of Royal Master of the American Rite is
said to be received "beneath the extended
wings of the cherubim." The expression
is derived from the passage in the First
Book of Kings (vi. 27), which describes the
setting of "the cherubim within the inner
house." Practically, there is an anachronism in the reference to the cherubim in this
degree. In the older and purer ritual, the
ceremonies are supposed to take place in
the council-chamber or private apartment
of King Solomon, where, of course, there
were no cherubim. And even in some
more modern rituals, where a part of the
ceremony referred to in the tradition is said
to have occurred in the holy of holies, that
part of the Temple was at that time unfinished, and the cherubim had not yet been
placed there. But symbolically the reference to the cherubim in this degree, which
represents a searcher for truth, is not objectionable.
For although there is a great
diversity of opinion as to their exact signification, yet there is a very general agreement that, under some one manifestation
or another, they allude to and symbolize
the protecting and overshadowing power
of the Deity. When, therefore, the initiate
is received beneath the extended wings of (he
cherubim, we are taught by this symbolism
how appropriate it is, that he who comes to
ask and to seek Truth, symbolized by the
True Word, should begin by placing himself
under the protection of that Divine Power
who alone is Truth, and from whom alone
truth can be obtained.
Wisconsin. In January, 1843, Freemasonry was introduced into Wisconsin by
the establishment of Mineral Point Lodge
at Mineral Point, Melody Lodge at Platte-

and Milwaukee Lodge at Milwaukee,
under the authority of the Grand Lodge

ville,

all

of Missouri. December 18, 1843, delegates
from these three Lodges assembled in convention at Madison, and organized the
Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, Rev. B. T.
Kavanaugh, the Master of Melody Lodge,
being elected Grand Master.

The Grand Chapter was

established Feb-

WISDOM

WOELLNER

ruaryl3, 1850, and Dwiglit F. Lawton
elected Grand High Priest.
The Grand Council of Eoyal and Select
Masters was organized in 1857, and James
Collins elected Grand Master.
The Grand Commandery was organized
October 20, 1859, and Henry L. Palmer
elected Grand Commander.

the Creator and the creation, and acting
as His agent. " Jehovah," says Solomon,
{Proverbs iii. 19,) " by wisdom hath founded
the earth." Hence wisdom, in this philosophy, answers to the idea of a vivifying
spirit brooding over and impregnating the
elements of the chaotic world. In short,
the world is but the outward manifestation
of the spirit of wisdom.
This idea, so universally diffused throughout the East, is said to have been adopted
into the secret doctrine of the Templars, who

Wisdom.

In Ancient Craft Masonry,
symbolized by the east, the place
of ligbt, being represented by the pillar that
there supt>orts the Lodge and by the Wor-

wisdom

is

shipful Master.

It is also referred to

King

Solomon, the symbolical founder of the
Order. In Masonic architecture the Ionic
column, distinguished for the skill in its
construction, as it combines the beauty of
the Corinthian and the strength of the
Doric, is adopted as the representative of
wisdom.
King Solomon has been adopted in Spec-

Masonry

as the type or representawisdom, in accordance with the
character which has been given to him in
the First Book of Kings (iv. 30-32): "Solomon's wisdom exceeded the wisdom of all
the children of the east country, and all
the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser
than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite,
and Heman and Chalcol and Darda, the
sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the
nations round about."
In all the Oriental philosophies a conspicuous place has been given to wisdom.
In the book called the Wudom of Solomon,
(vii. 7, 8,) but supposed to be the production of a Hellenistic Jew, it is said " I
called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom
came to me. I preferred her before sceptres and thrones, and esteemed riches
nothing in comparison of her." And far-

ulative

tive of

:

887

are supposed to have borrowed much from
the Basilideans, the Manicheans, and the
Gnostics.
From them it easily passed over
to the high degrees of Masonry, which were
founded on the Templar theory. Hence, in
the great decoration of the thirty-third degree of the Scottish Eite, the points of the
triple triangle are inscribed with the letters
S.A.P.I.E.N.T.I.A., or Wisdom.
It is not diflScult now to see how this word
Wisdom came to take so prominent a part
in the symbolism of Ancient Masonry, and
how it was expressly appropriated to King

As wisdom, in the philosophy
the
of the East, was the creative energy,
architect, so to speak, of the world, as the
so
emanation of the Supreme Architect,
Solomon was the architect of the Temple,
the symbol of the world. He was to the
typical world or temple what wisdom was
Hence
to the great world of the creation.
wisdom is appropriately referred to him and
to the Master of the Lodge, who is the representative of Solomon. Wisdom is always
placed in the east of the Lodge, because
thence emanate all light, and knowledge,
Solomon.

—

—

and

truth.

Withdra\ral of Petition.

It is a
law of Masonry that a petition for initiation
ther on in the same book, (vii. 25-27,) she having been once presented to a Lodge,
cannot be withdrawn. It must be subjected
is described as "the breath of the power
of God, and a pure influence [emanation] to a ballot. It must be submitted to the
flowing from the glory of the Almighty, action of the Lodge. The rule is founded
.... the brightness of the everlasting on prudential reasons. The candidate havlight, the unspotted mirror of the power of ing submitted his character for inspection,
the inspection must be made. It is not for
God, and the image of his goodness."
The Kabbalists made Chochma, nODHj the interests of Masonry, (the only thing to
or Wisdom, the second of the ten Sephiroth, be considered,) that, on the prospect of an
placing it next to the Crown. They called unfavorable judgment, he should be permitted to decline the inspection, and have
it a male potency, and the third of the
Sephiroth, Binah, n^Oi or Intelligence, the opportunity of applying to another
female. These two Sephiroth, with Keter, Lodge, wherecarelessness or ignorance might
"TIUi o' *^^ Crown, formed the first triad, lead to his acceptance. Initiation is not
and their union produced the Intdhetual like an article of merchandise sold by rival
dealers, and to be purchased, after repeated
World.
The Gnostics also had their doctrine of trials, from the most accommodating seller.
Witnesses. See Trials.
Wisdom, whom they called JcAamoiA. They
Woellner, Johann Christopb
said she was feminine; styled her Mother,
and said that she produced all things Von. A distinguished Prussian statesman, and equally distinguished as one of
through the Father.
The Oriental doctrine of Wisdom was, the leaders of the Rosicrucian Order in,
that it is a Divine Power standing between Germany, and the Eite of Strict Observ-

WOLF

WOOG

ance, to whose advancement he lent all the
influence of his political position. He was
born at Dobritz, May 19, 1732. He studied
theology in the orthodox church, and in
1750 was appointed a preacher near Berlin,
and afterwards a Canon at Halberstadt. In
1786, King William III., of Prussia, appointed him privy counsellor of finance,

Perhaps the best reason that can be assigned for the exclusion of women from our
Lodges will be found in the character of
our organization as a mystic society. Speculative Freemasonry is only an application
of the art of Operative Masonry to purposes
of morality and science. The Operative
branch of our Institution was the forerunner and origin of the Speculative.
Now, as we admit of no innovations or
changes in our customs. Speculative Masonry retains, and is governed by, all the
rules and regulations that existed in and
controlled its Operative prototype. Hence,
as in this latter art only hale and hearty
men, in possession of all their limbs and
members, so that they might endure the
fatigues of labor, were employed, bo in the
former the rule still holds, of excluding all
who are not in the possession of these preWoman is not
requisite qualifications.
permitted to participate in our rites and
ceremonies, not because we deem her unworthy or unfaithful, or incapable, as has
been foolishly supposed, of keeping a secret,
but because, on our entrance into the Order,
we found certain regulations which prescribed that only men capable of enduring
the labor, or of fulfilling the duties of Operative Masons, could be admitted. These
regulations we have solemnly promised
never to alter nor could they be changed,
without an entire disorganization of the
whole system of Speculative Masonry.

an

appointment supposed to have been

made

as a concession to the Rite of Strict
Observance, of which WiSUner was a Provincial Grand Master, his Order name being
Eques d cubo. In 1788 he became Minister
of State, and was put at the head of eccleaffairs.
No Mason in Germany
labored more assiduously in the cause of
the Order and in active defence of the
Rite of Strict Observance, and hence he
had many enemies as well as friends. On
the demise of King William he was dismissed from his political appointments, and

siastical

retired to his estate at Grossriez, where he
died September 11, 1800.
Wolf. In the Egyptian mysteries, the

candidate represented a wolf and wore a
wolf's skin, because Osiris once assumed
the form of that animal in his contests with

Typhon. In the Greek mythology, the
wolf was consecrated to Apollo, or the sun,
because of the connection between luhe,
light, and lukos, a wolf.
In French, wolf
is louve, and hence the word louveteau, signifying the son of a Mason. See Lewis
No.

3.

Wolfenbtittel, Congress of. A
city of Lower Saxony, in the principality
of Wolfenbllttel, and formerly a possession
of the Duke of Brunswick. In 1778 Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, convoked a Masonic Congress there, with a view of reforming the organization of the Order. Its
results, after a session of five weeks, were a
union of the Swedish and German Masons,
which lasted only for a brief period, and
the preparation for a future meeting at

Wilhelmsbad.

Woman.
women from

The law which excludes

Masonry is not
contained in the precise words in any of
the Old Constitutions, although it is continually implied, as when it is said in the
Landsdowne MS., (year 1560,) that the
Apprentice must be "of limbs whole, as a
man ought to be," and that he must be " no
bondman." All the regulations also refer
initiation into

men only, and many of them would be
wholly inapplicable to women. But in the
Charges compiled by Anderson and Desato

guliers,

and published

"woman"

is

and the law

in 1723, the word
for the first time introduced,

is

made

explicit.

Thus

it is

said that "the persons admitted members
of a Lodge must be good and true men,

.... no bondmen, no women,"

etc.

;

Wood -cutters, Order

of.

See

Fendeurs.

Woo^, Carl Cbrlstlan. Bom

at

Dresden in 1713, and died at Leipsic, April
Mossdorf says that he was, in
24, 1771.
1740, a resident of London, and that there
he was initiated into Ancient Craft Masonry,
and also into the Scottish degree of Knight
of St. Andrew. In 1749, he published a
Latin work entitled, JVes6yferorM?w etlHaconorum Achaia de Martyrio Hancti AndrecB
Aposioli, Epistola Encyclica, in which he
refers to the Freemasons (p. 32) in tha
following language " Unicum adhuc addo,
:

esse inter csementarios, seu lapicidas liberos,
(qui Franco muratoriorum Franc-Magons

nomine communiter insigniuntur quique
rotunda quadratis miscere dicuntur,) quosdam qui o. Andreee memoriam summa veneratione recolant. Ad minimum, si scriptis,
quae detecta eorum mysteria et arcana recensent, fides non est deneganda, certum
erit, eos quotunnis diem quoque Andreas,
ut Sancti Johannis diem soleat, festum
agere atque ceremoniosum celebrare, esseque
inter eos sectam aliquam, quse per crucem,
quam in pectore ^erant, in qua Sanctus
Andreas funibus alligatus hsereat, h. reliquis
se destinguunt " i.e., "1 add only this,
that among the Freemasons (commonly
;

WORD

WORD

called Frano-Magons, who are said to mingle circles with squares,) there are certain

investigations of Bro. Lyon refer only to
the Lodges of Scotland. There is no sufficient evidence that a more extensive system
of initiation did not prevail at the same
time, or even earlier, in England and Germany. Indeed, Findel has shown that it
did in the latter country; and it is difficult
to believe that the system, which' we know
was in existence in 1717, was a sudden development out of a single Word, and for
which we are indebted to the inventive

ones

who

cherish the

memory

of St.

drew with singular veneration.

At

Anall

events, if we may credit those writings in
which their mysteries and secrets are detected and exposed, it will be evident that
they are accustomed to keep annually, with
ceremonies, the festival of St. Andrew as
well as that of St. John; and that there is a
sect among them which distinguish themselves from the others by wearing on their
breast the cross on which St. Andrew was
fastened by cords." Woog, in a subsequent
passage, defends the Freemasons from the
charge made by these Expositions that they
were irreligious, but declares that by him,
their mysteries shall remain buried inprofound

—

"per me vero maneant eorum
mysteria alto silentio sepulta." It is apparently from these passages that Mossdorf
draws his conclusion that Woog was a Freemason, and had received the Scottish degree of Knight of St. Andrew. They at
least prove that he was an early friend of
the Institution, and that he must have
known something of Ramsay's degree,
which was about that time introduced into
silence

England.

Word. When
expression,

emphatically used, the

"the Word,"

is

in

Masonry

always referred to the third degree, although
there must be a word in each degree. In this
latter and general sense, the Word is called

by French Masons " la parole," and by
the Germans "ein Worterzeichen." The

We

Word is of great antiquity.
In those
in the ancient mysteries.
of Egypt it is said to have been the Tetra-

use of a
find

known in his professional wanderings.
Lyon (Hist of the L. of Edinb., p. 22,) shows
it

existed, in the sixteenth

and subse-

quent centuries, in the Scotch Lodges, and
he says that "the Word is the only secret
that is ever alluded to in the minutes of
Mary's Chapel, or in those of Kilwinning,
Atcheson's Haven, or Dumblane, or any
other that we have examined of a date
prior to the erection of the Grand Lodge."
Indeed, he thinks that the communication of this Word constituted the only
initiation practised in the
Operative Lodges. At that time there was
evidently but one Word for all the ranks of
Apprentices, Craftsmen, and Masters. He
thinks that this communication of the
Mason Word to the Apprentices under oath
constituted the germ whence has sprung the
Symbolical Masonry. But it must be remembered that the learned and laborious

ceremony of

6M

who were engaged

in the

revival at that period. Be this as it may,
the evidence is conclusive that everywhere,
and from the earliest times, there was a
Word. This at least is no modern usage.
But it must be admitted that this Word,
whatever it was, was at first a mere mark
of recognition. Yet it may have had, and
probably did have, a mythical signification,
and had not been altogether arbitrarily
adopted. The word given in the Sloane
MS., No. 3329, which Bro. Hughan places at
a date not posterior to 1700, is undoubtedly
a corrupted form of that now in use, and
with the signification of which we are well
acquainted. Hence we may conclude that
the legend, and the symbolism connected
with it, also existed at the same time, but
only in a nascent and incomplete form.
The modern development of Speculative
Masonry into a philosophy has given a
perfected form to the symbolism of the
Word no longer confined to use as a means
of recognition, but elevated, in its connection with the legend of the third degree, to
the rank of a symbol.

So viewed, and by the

it

grammaton. The German Stonemasons of
the Middle Ages had one, which, however,
I think was only a password by which the
travelling Companion might make himself

that

genius of those

889

is

now only

scientific

so viewed, the

Mason

it

Word becomes

the symbol of Divine Truth, the loss of
which and the search for it constitute the
whole system of Speculative Masonry. So
important is this Word, that it lies at the
very foundation of the Masonic edifice.
The Word might be changed, as might a
grip or a sign, if it were possible to obtain
the universal consent of the Craft, and
Masonry would still remain 'inimpaired.
But were the Word abolished, or released
from its intimate connection with the Hiramic legend, and with that of the Eoyal
Arch, the whole symbolism of Speculative

Masonry would be

obliterated.

The

Insti-

tution might withstand such an innovation,
but its history, its character, its design,
would belong to a newer and a totally

The word is what Derdifferent society.
mott called the Eoyal Arch, " the marrow
of Masonry."

Word, liOSt. See Lost Word.
Word, Mason. In the minutes

and
documents of the Lodges of Scotland during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, the expression

"Mason

:
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word "

is constantly used.
This continuous use would indicate tliat but one word
was then known. Nicolai, in liis Essay on
the Accusations against the Templars, quotes
a "small dictionary published at the beginning of the eighteenth century," in
which the " Mason's word " is defined.
Word, Sacred. A term applied to
the chief or most prominent word of a de-

maister."

Edward

In the old record of the date of
cited by Anderson in his

III.,

second edition, (p. 71,) it is prescribed " that
Master Masons, or Masters of Work, shall
be examined whether they be able of cunning to serve their respective lords." The
word was in common use in the Middle
Ages, and applied to the Architect or MasThus Edwin of
ter Builder of an edifice.
gree, to indicate ite peculiarly sacred char- Steiubach, the architect of the Cathedral
acter, in contradistinction to a password, of Strasburg, is called Master of the Work.
which is simply intended as a mode of In the monasteries there was a similar
recognition.
It is sometimes ignorantly officer, who was, however, more generally
corrupted into " secret word." All signifi- called the Operarius, but sometimes Magiscant words in Masonry are secret. Only ter operis.
certain ones are sacred.
at the Temple. We
Word, Signlflcaut. See Significant have no historical account, except the meagre details in the Books of Kings and

Workmen

Word,

True. Used in contradistinction to the Lost Word and the Substitute
Word. To find it is the object of all Masonic search and labor. For as the Lost
Word is the symbol of death, the True Word
is the symbol of life eternal.
It indicates
the change that is always occurring
truth
after error, light after darkness, life after
death. Of all the symbolism of Speculative
Masonry, that of the True Word is the most
philosophic and sublime.

—

Work.

See Labor.

Working-Tools.

In each of the degrees of Masonry, certain implements of
the Operative art are consecrated to the
Speculative science, and adopted to teach
as symbols lessons of morality. With these
the Speculative Mason is taught to erect
his spiritual temple, as his Operative predecessors with the same implements constructed their material temples. Hence
they are called the working-tools of the degree.
They vary but very slightly in the
different Rites, but the same symbolism is
preserved. The principal working-tools of
the Operative art that have been adopted
as symbols in the Speculative science, confined, however, to Ancient Craft Masonry,
and not used in the higher degrees, are, the
twenty-four inch gauge,, common gavel,
square, level, plumb, skerrit, compasses,
pencil, trowel, mallet, pickaxe, crow, and
shovel. See them under their respective
heads.
Master of the. An architect or superintendent of the building of an
edifice.
Du Cange (Olossarium) thus defines it: "Magister operis vel operarum
vulgo, mattre de I'oeuvre, cui operibus publicis vacare incumbit," i. e.. " Master of the
work or of the works, commonly, maltre de
I'oeuvre, one whose duty it is to attend to
the public works." In the Cooke MS., (line
529,) it is said: "And also he that were
most of connying [skill] acholde be governour of the werke, and scholde be c^lyd

Work,

Chronicles, of the number or classification
of the workmen at the Temple of Solomon.
The subject has, however, afforded a fertile
theme for the exercise of the inventive
genius of the ritualists. Although devoid
of interest as a historical study, an acquaintance with these traditions, especially the
English and American ones, and a comparison of them with the Scriptural account
and with that given by Josephus, are necessary as a part of tlie education of a Masonic
student. I furnish the legends, therefore,
simply as a matter of curiosity, without the
slightest intention to vouch for their authenticity.

In the Second Book of Chronicles, chap,
ii.,

"

verses 17

and

we read

as follows
all the stranin the land of Israel, after
wherewith David his father
18,

And Solomon numbered

gers that were
the numbering

had numbered them and they were found
an hundred and fifty thousand and three
thousand and six hundred.
" And he set threescore and ten thousand
of them to be bearers of burdens, and fourscore thousand to be hewers in the mountain, and three thousand and six hundred
;

overseers to set the people a-work."
The same numerical details are given in
the second verse of the same chapter.
Again, in the First Book of Kings, cuap.
v., verses 13 and 14, it is said:
"And King Solomon raised a levy out
of all Israel ; and the levy was thirty thou-

sand men.
"And he sent them to Lebanon, ten
thousand a month by courses: a month
they were in Lebanon, and two months
at home:
levy."

and Adouiram was over the

The succeeding

verses

make

the same

enumeration of workmen as that contained
in the Book of Chronicles quoted above,
with the exception that, by omitting the
three hundred Harodim, or rulers over all,
the

number of

overseers

is

stated in the

:

:

:

;:

WORKMEN

WORKMEN

Book of Kings

to be only three thousand
three hundred.
With these authorities, and the assistance of Masonic traditions, Anderson, in the
Book of Constitutions, (2d ed., p. 11,) constructs the following table of the Craftsmen
at the Temple

Harodim, Princes, Eulers, or Pro800

vosts,

Menatzohim, Overseers, or Master
Masons,
Ghiblim, Stone Squarers, |
all
Jschotzeb,

Hewers,

Benai, Builders,
The levy out of Israel,

>

Fellow

j

Crafts,

3,300

80,000

All the Freemasons employed in
the work of the Temple, exclusive of the two Grand Wardens,

30,000

Ghiblim,
Adoniram's men,
Total,

.

This account makes no allusion to the
300 Harodim, nor to the levy of 30,000 ; it is,
therefore, manifestly incorrect.
Indeed, no
certain authority can be found for the complete classification of the workmen, since
neither the Bible nor Josephus gives any
account of the number of Tyrians employed.
Oliver, however, in his Historical Landmarks,
has collected from the Masonic traditions an
account of the classifications of the workmen, which I shall insert, with a few additional facts taken from other authorities.
According to these traditions, the following was the classification of the Masons
who wrought in the quarries of Tyre

Super Excellent Masons,
Excellent Masons,
Architects,
Architects,

8

16

.

113,600

Master Masons,

Mark

2,376

700

Masters,

Markmen,
Fellow Crafts,

1,400
53,900

Total,

58,454

.

These were arranged as follows The six
Super Excellent Masons were divided into
two Grand Lodges, with three brethren in
:

each to superintend the work. The ExcelMasons were divided into six Lodges
of nine each, including one of the Super
Excellent Masons, who presided as Master.
The eight Grand Architects constituted one
Lodge, and the sixteen Architects another.
The Grand Architects were the Masters,
and the Architects the Wardens, of the
Lodges of Master Masons, which were eight
in number, and consisted, with their offilent

cers, of three

hundred in each.

116,600

Super Excellent Masons,
Excellent Masons,

186,600 workmen.
According to the statement of Webb,
which has been generally adopted by the
Fraternity in the United States, there were

Grand

Grand Masters,

Fellow Crafts,
Entered Apprentices,

Fellow Crafts,
Entered Apprentices,

The Mark

Masters were divided into fourteen Lodges
of fifty in each, and the Markmen into
fourteen Lodges also, of one hundred in
each. The Mark Masters were the Masters,
Markmen the Wardens, of the
300 and the
Lodges of Fellow Crafts, which wtre seven
3,300
hundred in number, and with their officers
83,000
of eighty in each.
30,000 consisted
The classification of the workmen in the
forest of Lebanon was as follows

which, together with the 70,000 Ish Sabal,
or laborers, will make a grand total of

Overseers,

6

48

Grand

Besides the Ish Sabal, or men of burthen, the remains of the old Canaanites,
amounting to 70,000, who are not numbered among the Masons.
In relation to the classification of these
workmen, Anderson says, " Solomon partitioned the Fellow Crafts into certain
Lodges, with a Master and Wardens in
each, that they might receive commands in
a regular manner, might take care of their
tools and jewels, might be paid regularly
every week, and be duly fed and clothed
and the Fellow Crafts took care of their succession by educating Entered Apprentices."
Josephus makes a different estimate. He
includes the 3,300 Overseers in the 80,000
Fellow Crafts, and makes the number of
Masons, exclusive of the 70,000 bearers of
burthens, amount to only 110,000.
work published in 1764, entitled The
Masonic Pocket-Book, gives a still different
classification.
The number, according to
this authority, was as follows

Harodim,
Menatzchim,

891

who were

timber cutters

A

:

3,300
80,000
70,000

Architects,
Architects,
.

Master Masons,

.

Mark Masters,
Markmen,

Total,

.

24
4
8
1,188

300
600
23,100
10,000
35,227

:
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These were arrauged as follows:

The

three Super Excellent Masons formed one
Lodge. The Excelleut Masons were divided into three Lodges of nine each, including one of the Super Excellent Masons
as Master. The tour Grand Architects constituted one Lodge, and the eight Architects another, the former acting as Masters
and the latter as Wardens of the Lodges
of Master Masons, which were four in number, and consisted, with their officers, of
three hundred in each. The Mark Mastere
were divided into six Lodges of fifty in
each, and the Markmen into six Lodges
also, of one hundred in each.
These two
classes presided, the former as Masters and
the latter as Wardens, over the Lodges of
Fellow Crafts, which were three hundred
in number, and were composed of eighty in
each, including their officers.
After three years had been occupied in
"hewing, squaring, and numbering" the
stones, and in " felling and preparing " the
timbers, these two bodies of Masons, from
the quarries and the forest, united for the
purpose of properly arranging and fitting
the materials, so that no metallic tool
might be required in putting them up, and
they were then carried up to Jerusalem.
Here the whole body was congregated under
thesuperintendina: care of Hiram Abif, and
to them were added four hundred and
twenty Lodges of Tyrian and Sidonian Fellow Crafts, having eighty in each, and the
twenty thousand Entered Apprentices of
the levy from Israel, who had heretofore
been at rest, and who were added to the
Lodges of their degree, making them now
consist of three hundred in each, so that
the whole number then engaged at Jerusalem amounted to two hundred and seventeen thousand two hundred and eighty-one,

who were arrauged

as Ibllows

....
....
....

9 Lodges of Excellent Masons, 9
in each, were
12 Lodges of Master Masons, 300
in each; were
1,000 Lodges of Fellow Crafts, 80
in each, were
420 Lodges of Tyrian Fellow
Crafts, 80 in each, were
100 Lodges of Entered Apprentices, 800 in each, were
.
.
70,000 Ish Sabal, or laborers,
.
.

Total,

Such

.

81
8,600

80,000
33,600
30,000
70,000

217,281

the system adopted by our EngThe American ritual has
greatly simplified the arrangement. According to the system now generally
adopted in this country, the workmen engaged in building King Solomon's Temple
is

lish brethren.

;

:

are supposed to have been classified as
follows
8 Grand Masters.
800 Harodim, or Clilef Superintendents,
who were Past Masters.
3,300 Overseers, or Master Masons, divided into Lodges of three in eacli.
80,000 Fellow Craits, divided into Lodges
of five in each.
70,000 Entered Apprentices, divided into
Lodges of seven in each.
According to this account, there must
have been eleven hundred Lodges of Master
Masons ; sixteen thousand of Fellow Crafts
and ten thousand of Entered Apprentices.
No account is here taken of the levy of
thirty thousand who are supposed not to
have been Masons, nor of the builders sent

by Hiram, king of Tj're,

whom

ritual places at thirty-three

the English
thousand six

hundred, and most of whom we may suppose to have been members of the Dionysiac
Fraternity of Artificers, the institution from
which Freemasonry, according to legendary
authority, took its origin.
On the whole, the American system seems
too defective to meet all the demands of tlie

—

an objection to
which the English is not so obnoxious.
But, as I have already observed, the whole
account is mythical, and is to be viewed
rather as a curiosity than as having any
inqiiirer into this subject

historical value.

Workshop.

The Frencli Masons

a Lodge an "atelier,"

call

a workshop, or, as Boiste defines it, " a place
where Craftsmen work under the same
Master."
World. The Lodge is said to be a
symbol of the world. Its form
an oblong
square, whose greatest length is from east
to west
represents tho sliape of the inhabited world according to tlie theory of
the ancients. The "clouded canopy," or
tho " starry-decked covering " of the Lodge,
literally,

—

—

referred to the sky.
The sun, which enlightens and governs the world at morning,
noon, and evening, is represented by the
three superior officers.
And, lastly, the
Craft, laboring in tho work of the L<idge.
present a similitude to the inhabitants of
the world engaged in the toils of life.
While the Lodge is adopted as a copv of the
Temple, not less universal is that doctrine
whicli makes it a symbol of the world.
See Form of the Lodge.
is

Worldly Possessions. In the
English lectures of Dr. Hemming, the word
Tubal Cain is said "to denote worldly possessions," and hence Tubal Cain is adopted
in that system as the symbol of wondly
possessions. The idea is derived from the
derivation of Cain from i-aiiali, to acquire,
to gain, and from the theory that Tubal
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Cain, by his inventions, had enabled his
pupils to acquire riches. But the derivative meaning of the word ha-s reference to
the expression of Eve, that in the birth of
her eldest son she had acquired a man by
the help of the Lord; and any system
which gives importance to mere wealth as
a Masonic symbol, is not in accord with the
moral and intellectual designs of the Institution, which is thus represented as a mere
instrument of Mammon. The symbolism
is quite modern, and has not been adopted
elsewhere than in English Masonry.
Worldly Wealtli. Partial clothing
is, in Masonry, a symbol teaching the aspirant that Masonry regards no man on account of his worldly wealth or honors; and
that it looks not to his outward clothing,
but to his internal qualifications.
Worship. Originally, the word "to
worship " meant to pay that honor and
reverence which are due to one who is
Thus, where our authorized
worthy.
translates
Matthew xix. 19,
version
" Honor thy father and thy mother,"
Wycliffc says, " Worachip thi fadir and thi

the elective officers of a
low the Grand Master.

modir." And in the marriage service of
the Episcopal Church, the expression is still
retained, "with my body I thee worship,"
Hence
that is, honor or reverence thee.
the still common use in England of the

at
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Grand Lodge

Worshipful, Very.

Not now

be-

in

was formerly applied as a title to
the Senior and Junior Grand Wardens in
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina.
use.

It

Wren, Sir Christopher. One of
the most distinguished architects of England, was the son of Dr. Christopher Wren,
Rector of East Knoyle in Wiltshire, and
was born there October 20, 1632. He was
entered as a gentleman commoner at Wadham College, Oxford, in his fourteenth
year, being already distinguished for his
mathematical knowledge.
He is said to

have invented, before this period, several
astronomical and mathematical instruments. In 1645, he became a member of a
scientific

club

connected with Gresham

which the Royal Society subsequently arose. In 1653, he was elected
a Fellow of All Souls' College, and had
already become known to the learned men
of Europe for his various inventions. In
1657, he removed permanently to London,
having been elected Professor of Astronomy
College, from

Gresham College.
During the political disturbances which
led to the abolition of the monarchy and
the establishment of the commonwealth.
Wren, devoted to the pursuits of philosowords worshipful and right worshipful as phy, appears to have kept away from the
titles of honor applied to municipal and contests of party. Soon after the restoration
judicial officers. Thus the mayors of small of Charles II., he was appointed Savillian
towns, and justices of the peace, are styled Professor at Oxford, one of the highest dis" Worshipful," while the mayors of large tinctions which could then have been conDuring this
cities, as London, are called " Right Worferred on a scientific man.
shipful." The usage was adopted and re- time he was distinguished for his numerous
tained in Masonry. The word worship, or contributions to astronomy and mathematics, and invented many curious maits derivatives, is not met with in any of the
old manuscripts. In the " Manner of con- chines, and discovered many methods for
stituting a

New

Lodge," adopted in 1722,

facilitating the calculations of the celestial

and published by Anderson in 1723, the bodies.
Wren was not professionally educated as
word " worship " is applied as a title to the
Grand Master. In the seventeenth century, an architect, but from his early youth had
the gilds of London began to call them- devoted much time to its theoretic study.
selves " Worshipful," as, " the Worshipful In 1665 he went to Paris for the purpose
Company of Grocers," etc.; and it is likely of studying the public buildings in that
that the Lodges at the revival, and per- city, and the various styles which they prehaps a few years before, adopted the same sented. He was induced to make this visit,
and to enter into these investigations, bestyle.
Worsbipful. A title applied to a cause, in 1660, he had been appointed by
symbolic Lodge and to its Master. The King Charles II. one of a commission to
Germans sometimes use the title "hocli- superintend the restoration of the Cathewiirdig." The French style the Worshipful dral of St. Paul's, which had been much
Master "Venerable," and the Lodge, " Re- dilapidated during the times of the commonwealth. But before the designs could
spectable."
Worshipful IjOdge. See Worship- be carried into execution, the great fire occurred which laid so great a part of Lonful.

Worshipful Master.

See Worship-

ful.

Worshipful, Most. The

title

of a

Grand Master and of a Grand Lodge.
Worshipful, Right. The title of

don, including St. Paul's, in ashes.

In 1661, he was appointed assistant to
John Denhara, the Surveyor-General,
and directed his attention to the restoration

Sir

of the burnt portion of the city.

Hi» plana

:
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were, unfortunately for the good of London, not adopted, and he confined his attention to the rebuilding of particular edifices.
In 16l)7, he was appointed the successor of
Denham as Surveyor-Greneral and Chief
Architect. In this capacity he erected a lai^e
number of churches, the Royal Exchange,
Greenwich Observatory, and many other
public edifices. But his crowning work,
the masterpiece that has given him his
largest reputation, is the Cathedral of St.
Paul's, which was commenced in 1675 and
finished in 1710. The original plan that
was proposed by Wren was rejected through
the ignorance of the authorities, and differed greatly from the one on which it has
been constructed. Wren, however, superintended the erection as master of the
work, and his tomb in the crypt of the
Cathedral was appropriately inscribed with
the words: "Si monumentum requiris, circumspice '' !. e,, " If you seek his monument, look around."
In 1672, Wren was made a Knight, and
in 1674 he married a daughter of Sir John
Coghill. To a son by this marriage are we
indebted for memoirs of the family of his
father, published under the title of Parentalia.
After the death of this wife, he married a daughter of Viscount Fitzwilliam.
In 1680, Wren was elected President of
the Royal Society, and continued to a late
period his labors on public edifices, build;

ing,

among

others, additions to

Hampton

Court and to Windsor Castle.
After the death of Queen Anne, who was
the last of his royal patrons, Wren was removed from his ofiSce of Surveyor-General,
which he had held for a period of very
nearly half a century. He passed the few
remaining years of his life in serene retirement. He was found dead in his chair
after dinner, on February 25, 1723, in the
ninety-first year of his age.
Notwithstanding that much that has been
said by Anderson and other writers of the
last century, concerning Wren's connection
with Freemasonry, is without historical
confirmation, there can, I think, be no
doubt that he took a deep interest in the
Speculative as well as in the Operative
Order. The Rev. J. W. Laughlin, in a lecture on the life of Wren, delivered in 1857,
before the inhabitants of St. Andrew's, Holborn, and briefly reported in the Freemasons' Magazine, said that " Wren was for
eighteen years a member of the old Lodge
of St. Paul's, then held at the Goose and
Gridiron, near the Cathedral, now the
Lodge of Antiquity; and the records of
that Lodge show that the maul and trowel
used at the laying of the stone of St.
Paul's, together with a pair of carved mahogany candlesticks, were presented by

Wren, and are now

in possession of that
Lodge." By the order of the Duke of Sussex, a plate was placed on the mallet or
maul which contained a statement of the
fact.

Mr. C. W. King, who is not a Mason, but
has derived his statement from a source to
which he does not refer, (but which was
perhaps Nicolai,) makes, in his work on the
Gnostics, (p. 176,) the following statement,
which is here quoted merely to show that
the traditionary belief of Wren's connection
with Speculative Freemasonry is not confined to the Craft, He says
"Another and a very important circumstance in this discussion must always be
kept in view our Freemasons (as at present
organized in th^ form of a secret society)
derive their title from a mere accidental
circumstance connected with their actual
establishment. It was in the Common Hall
of the London Gild of Freema.sons (the
trade) that their first meetings were held
under Christopher Wren, president, in the
time of the Commonwealth. Their real
object was political
the restoration of
monarchy; hence the necessary exclusion
of the public, and the oaths of secrecy enjoined on the members. The pretence of
promoting architecture, and the choice of
the place where to hold their meetings,
suggested by the profession of their president, were no more than blinds to deceive
the existing government."
Anderson, in the first edition of the
Constitutions, makes but a slight reference
to Wren, only calling him " the ingenious
architect. Sir Christopher Wren."
I am
almost afraid that this passing notice of
him who has been called "the vitruvius of
:

—

England" must be attributed to servility.
George I. was the stupid monarch who removed Wren from his oflice of SurveyorGeneral, and it would not do to be too diffuse with praise of one who had been
marked by the disfavor of the king. But
in 1727 George I. died, and in his second
edition, published in 1738, Anderson gives
to Wren all the Masonic honors to which
he claims that he was entitled. It is from
what Anderson has said in that work, that

the Masonic writers of the last century and
the first half of the present, not requiring
the records of authentic history, have drawn
their views of the official relations of Wren
to the Order.
He first introduces Wren
(p. 101) as one of the Grand Wardens at
the General Assembly held December 27,
1663, when the Earl of St. Albans was
Grand Master, and Sir John Denham,
Deputy Grand Master. He says that in
1666 Wren was again a Grand Warden,
under the Grand Mastership of the Earl of
Rivers; but immediately afterwards he

:

;
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" This day. May the 18th, being Monday,
him " Deputy Wren," and continues
him the title of Deputy Grand 1691, after Rogation Sunday, is a great conMaster until 1685, when he says (p. 106) vention at St. Paul's Church of the frater-

calls

to give

that "the Lodges met, and elected Sir nity of the Adopted Masons, where Sir
Christopher Wren Grand Master, who ap- Christopher Wren is to be adopted a Bropointed Mr. Gabriel Cibber and Mr. Ed- ther, and Sir Henry Goodric of the Tower,
mund Savage Grand Wardens; and while and divers others. There have been kings
carrying on St. Paul's, he annually met that have been of this sodality."
those brethren who could attend him,
If this statement be true,
and we have
to keep up good old usages."
Anderson no reason to doubt it, from Aubrey's gen(p. 107) makes the Duke of Richmond and eral antiquarian accuracy,
Anderson is
Lennox Grand Master, and reduces Wren incorrect in making him a Grand Master
to the rank of a Deputy; but he says that in 1685, six years before he was initiated
in 1698 he was again chosen Grand Master, as a Freemason. The true version of the
and as such " celebrated the Cape-stone " of story probably is this Wren was a great
" Some few years after architect
St. Paul's in 1708.
the greatest at the time in Engthis," he says, "Sir Christopher Wren land. As such he received the appointment
neglected the office of Grand Master." of Deputy Surveyor-General under DenFinally, he says (p. 109) that in 1716 "the ham, and subsequently, on Denham's
Lodges in London finding themselves neg- death, of Surveyor- General. He thus belected by Sir Christopher Wren," Masonry came invested, by virtue of his office, with
was revived under a new Grand Master. the duty of superintending the construcSome excuse for the aged architect's neglect tion of public buildings. The most impormight have been found in the fact that he tant of these was St. Paul's Cathedral, the
was then eighty-five years of age, and had building of which he directed in person,
been long removed from his public office of and with so much energy that the parsiSurveyor-General.
monious Duchess of Marlborough, when
Noorthouck is more considerate. Speak- contrasting the charges of her own archiing of the placing of the last stone on the tect with the scanty remuneration of Wren,
top of St. Paul's,
which, notwithstanding observed that "he was content to be dragged
the statement of Anderson, was done, not up in a basket three or four times a week to
by Wren, but by his son, he says, ( Consti- the top of St. Paul's, and at great hazard,
tutions, p. 204,) " the age and infirmities of
for £200 a year."
All this brought him
the Grand Master, which prevented his at- into close connection with the gild of Freetendance on this solemn occasion, confined masons, of which he naturally became the
him afterwards to great retirement so that patron, and subsequently he was by initiathe Lodges suflFered from want of his usual tion adopted into the sodality. Wren was,
presence in visiting and regulating their in fact, what the mediaeval Masons called
meetings, and were reduced to a small Magister Operis, or Master of the Work.
number."
Anderson, writing for a purpose, naturally
Noorthouck, however, repeats substan- transformed this title into that of Grand
tially the statements of Anderson in refer- Master
an office supposed to be unknown
ence to Wren's Grand Mastership. How until 1717. Aubrey's authority sufficiently
much of these statements can be authenti- establishes the fact that Wren was a Freecated by history is a question that must be mason, and the events of his life prove his
decided only by more extensive investiga- attachment to the profession.
tions of documents not yet in possession of
degree sometimes called
Wrestle.
the Craft. Findel says (Ifist, p. 127,) that the " Mark and Link," or Wrestle. It was
Anderson, having been commissioned in formerly connected with the Mark degree
1735 by the Grand Lodge to make a list of in England. Its ceremonies were founded
the ancient Patrons of the Masons, so as to on the passage contained in Genesis xxxii.

—
—

:

—

—

—

;

—

A

afford something like a historical basis,
" transformed the former Patrons into

24r-30.

Writing. The law which forbids a
Grand Masters, and the Masters and Super- Mason to commit to writing the esoteric
intendents into Grand Wardens and the like, parts of the ritual is exemplified in some
which were unknown until the year 1717." American Lodges by a peculiar ceremony
Of this there can be no doubt but there but the usage is not universal. The Druids
is other evidence that Wren was a Freehad a similar rule and we are told that they,
;

;

In Aubrey's Natural History of
Wiltshire, (p. 277,) a manuscript in the
library of the Eoyal Society, Halliwell
finds and cites, in his Uarly History of
Freemasonry in England, (p. 46,) the following passage
mason.

keeping their records, used the letters of
the Greek alphabet, so that they might be
unintelligible to those who were not authorized to read them.
William of. Bishop of
Winchester. Born at Wykeham in Hampin

Wykeham,
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and died in 1404. He wns
eminent botJi as an ecclesiastic and stsitesnvan. In 1359, before lie readied the epis-

shire in 1324,

appointed him surveyor of the works at Windsor, which castle
he rebuilt. In his warrant or commission,
he was invested with power " to appoint all
\yorkmen, to provide materials, and to order
everything reUiting to building and recopate,

pairs."
uscript

Edward

III.

He

was, in fact, what the old manConstitutions call " The Lord,"

under whom were the Master Masons.
Anderson says that he was at the head of
four hundred Freemasons, wns Master of
Work under Edward III., and Grand Master under Richard II. And the Freemasons'
Magazine ^August, 1796,) styles him "one
of the brightest ornaments that Freemasonry has ever boasted." In this there is,

myth and history.
architect as well as a

of course, a mixture of

NVvkeham was an

and superintended the building of
public edifices in England in tlio
fourtoentli century, being a distinguished
example of the connection so common in
mediaaval times between the ecclesiastics
and the Masons.
bis'hop,

many

Wyseacre. The Leland MS., referring
"wynnyiige entrauncc yn al Lodges of Maconncs, lio
lerned miiche, and retournedde and worked
yn Grecia Magna wachsynge, and becommynge a mightye wyseacre." The word
wiseacre, which now means a dunce or silly
person, is a corruption of thelicrman tcd'ssager, and originally signified a wise sayer
or philosopher, in which sense it is used in
the passage cited.
to Pythagoras, says that,

X.
Xaintrallles, Madame de. A it was the commission of an aide-de-camp,
who was initiated into Masonry by a which had been granted by the Directoiy to

lady

French Lodge that did not have the excuse

the wife of Ctcueral de Xaintrailles, a lady
who, like several othera of her sex in those
troublous times, had donned the masculine
attire and gained military rank at the point
of the sword. When the nature of the supposed diploma was made known to the Lod^e,
century. The law of the Grand Orient of it may readily be supposed that the surprise
France required each Lodge of Adoption was general. But tlie members were I'renchthey were excitable and they were
to be connected with and pTaoed under the men
immediate guardianship of a regular Lodge gallant; and consequently, in a sudden and
of Masons. It was in one of these guar- exalted fit of enthusiasm, which as Masons
dian Lodges that the female initiation we cannot excuse, they unanimously deterwhich we are about to describe took place. mined to confer the first degree, not of
The Lodge of " Frferes-Artistes," at Paris, Adoption, but of regular and legitimate
over which Brother Ouvelier de Trie pre- Freemasonry, on the brave woman who had
sided as Master, was about to give what is so often exhinited every manly virtue, and
called a F6te of Adoption, that is, to open to whom her country had on more than one
a Lodge for female Masonry, and initiate occasion committed trusts requiring the
candidates into that rite. Previous, how- greatest discretion and prudence as well
ever, to the introduction of the female as courage.
Madame de Xaintrailles was
members, the brethren opened a regular made acquainted with the resolution of tho
Lodge of Ancient Masonry in the first Lodge, and her acquiescence in its wishes
Among the visitors who waited requested. To the oflFer, she replied, " I
degree.
in the antechamber for admission was a have been a man for my country, and I will
youthful officer in the unifortn of a captain again be a man for my brethren." She was
of cavalry. His diploma or certificate was forthwith introduced and initiated as an
requested of him by the member deputed for Entered Apprentice, and repeatedly afterthe examination of the visitors, for the pur- wards assisted the Lodge in its labors in the
pose of having it inspected by the Lodge. first degree.
After some little hesitation, he handed tiie
Doubtless the Irish Lodge was, under all
party asking for it a folded paper, which the circumstances, oxoused, if not justified,
was immediately carried to the Orator of the in the initiation of Miss St. Leger. But
Lodge, who, on opening it, discovered that for the reception of Madame de Xaintrailles

for this violation of law that we must accord
to the Irish one in the case of Miss St.
Leger. Clavel {Hist, Fittoreaq., p. 34,) tells
the story, but does not give the date, though
it must have been about the close of the last

:

:

XAVIER
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look in vain for the slightest shadow of
an apology. The outrage on their obligations as Masons, by the members of the

the members of the Koman Catholic Church.
Many of the Masons of Italy continued,
however, to meet; but, for the purpose of
escaping the temporal penalties of the
bull, which extended, in some cases, to the
infliction of capital
punishment, they

we

Parisian Lodge, richly merited the severest
punishment, which ought not to have been
averted by the plea that the offence was
committed in a sudden spirit of enthusiasm

and

gallantry.

Xavier Mler ^ Campello, FranHe was Bishop of Almeria, and

cisco.

Inquisitor-General of Spain, and an ardent
persecutor of the Freemasons. In 1815,
Ferdinand VII. having re-established the
Inquisition in Spain and suppressed the
Masonic Lodges, Xavier published the bull
of Pius VII., against the Order, in an ordinance of his own, in which he denounced
the Lodges as "Societies which lead to
sedition, to independence, and to all errors
and crimes." He threatened the utmost
rigors of the civil and canon laws against
all who did not, within the space of fifteen
days, renounce them and then instituted a
series of persecutions of the most atrocious
character.
Many of the most distinguished
persons of Spain were arrested, and imprisoned in the dungeons of the Inquisition, on the charge of being " suspected of
;

Freemasonry."

Xeropha^ists. On the
1748,

Pope Clement XII.

28th of April,
issued his bull

forbidding the practice of Freemasonry by
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changed their esoteric name, and called
then>selves Xerophagiits. This is a compound of two Greek words signifying " eaters
of dry food," and by it they alluded to an
engagement into which they entered to
abstain from the drinking of wine. They
were, in fact, the first temperance society
on record. Thory says [Act. Lai., i. 346,)
that a manuscript concerning them was
contained in the collection of the Mother

Lodge of the Philosophic

Xerxes. A

Scottish Rite.
significant word in the

degree of Sublime Prince of the Eoyal
Secret, the thirty-second of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Eite. He is referred to in
the old rituals of that degree as represent-

ed by Frederick the Great, the supposed
founder of the Rite. Probably this is on
account of the great military genius of both.
Xlnxe. A significant word in the high

Delaunay [niileur, p. 49,) gives
degrees.
it as Xincheu, and says that it has been
translated as " the seat of the soul." But
in either form it has evidently undergone
such corruption as to be no longer comprehensible.

Y.
Y. One of the symbols of Pythagoras Yates is accompanied with a feeling of
was the Greek letter Upsilon, T, for which, melancholy, because it brings to my mind
on account of the similarity of shape, the the recollections of years, now passed forRomans adopted the letter Y of their own ever, in which I enjoyed the intimate
alphabet. Pythagoras said that the two friendship of that amiable man and zealhorns of the letter symbolized the two dif- ous Mason and scholar. His gentle mien
ferent paths of virtue and vice, the right won the love, his virtuous life the esbranch leading to the former and the left to teem, and his profound but unobtrusive
the latter. It was therefore called "Litera scholarship the respect, of all who knew
Pythagorse," the letter of Pythagoras. Thus
the Roman poet Martial says, in one of his

him.

epigrams

what was then the

" Litera Pythagorse, discrimine secta bicorni,
Humanae vitae speeiem prasferre videtur."
i.e.,

" The letter of Pythagoras, parted bv

its

two-

branched division, appears to exhibit the image
of

human

life."

Tates, Giles Fonda. The
writing a sketch of the

5N

life

task of
of Giles Fonda

57

Giles

Fonda Yates was born

in 1796, in
village of Schenectady,

in the State of New York. After acquiring
at the ordinary schools of the period a
preliminary liberal education, he entered
Union College, and graduated with distinction, receiving in due time the degree of
Master of Arts.

He subsequently commenced the study
of the law, and, having been admitted to
the bar, was, while yet young, appointed
Judge of Probate in Schenectady, the du-

1

ties
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of which

office

he discharged with

great ability and fidelity.
Being blessed with a sufficient competency of the world's goods, (although in the
latter years of his life he became poor,)
Bro. Yates did not find it necessary to pursue the practice of the legal profession as a
source of livelihood.
At an early period, he was attracted, by
the bent of his mind, to the study not only
of general literature, but especially to that
of archaeology, philosophy, and the occult
sciences, of all of which ne became an ardent
investigator. These studies led him naturally to the Masonic institution, into which
he was initiated in the year 1817, receiving
the degrees of Symbolic Masonry in St.
George's Lodge, No. 6, at Schenectady.

In 1821 he affiliated with Morton Lodge,
No. 87, of the same place, and was shortly
afterwards elected its Senior Warden. Returning subsequently to the Lodge of his
adoption, he was chosen as its Master in
1844. He had in the meantime been admitted into a Chapter of the Royal Arch
and an Encampment of Knights Templars but his predilections being for Scottish Masonry, he paid but little attention
to these high degrees of the American
;

Rite.

G. M. of the Grand Lodge of
York. I aided in effecting its revival.
The necessary proceedings were then instituted to place the same under the superintendence of a Grand Council of Princes of
Jerusalem, as required by the Old Constitutions and such Grand Council was subsequently opened in due form in said city.
" Having been made aware of the New
selaer, P.

New

;

'

Constitutions of the Thirty-third Degree,'
ratified on the 1st of May, 1786, conferring
the supreme power over our Rite on Councils of Nine Brethren,' I hastened to place
myself in correspondence with Moses
Holbrook, M. D., at the time Sovereign
Grand Commander of the Supreme Council at Charleston, and with my esteemed
'

friends,

Joseph McCosh, Illustrious Grand

Secretary General of the last-named Council, and Bro. Gourgas, at that time Illustrious Grand Secretary General of the H.
E. for this Northern Jurisdiction. Lodges
of Perfection in the counties of Montgomery, Onondaga, Saratoga, and Monroe, in
the State of New York, were successively
organized and placed, agreeably to the Constitutions, under the superintendence of the
Grand Council before named. The establishment of this last-named body was confirmed, and all our proceedings in Sublime
Freemasonry were legalized and sanctioned
by the only lawful authorities in the United
States, the aforesaid Supreme Councils.
" On the 16th day of November, 1824,
received a Patent appointing me S. of S.
of a Consistory of S. P. of the R. S. established in the city of Albany.
" In 1825, I took my vows, as a Sovereign Grand Inspector General,' between the
hands of our said Brother Joseph McCosh,
he having been specially deputed for that
purpose. I was shortly after constituted
and accredited the Representative of the
Southern Supreme Grand Council near the
Northern Supreme Grand Council, of which
last I was made and ever since have been a

The following extract from an address
delivered by him in 1851, before the Supreme Council of the Northern Jurisdiction, contains a brief summary of a portion
of his labors in the cause of Scottish Masonry.
"I turned my attention," says Bro.
Yates, " to the history of the Sublime degrees very soon after my initiation as a
Mason. My intercourse, in 1822, with several old Masons in the city of Albany, led
to the discovery that an Ineffable Lodge
of Perfection had been established in that
ancient city on the 20th of December, 1767.
I also discovered that not only the Ineffable but the Superior degrees of our Rite
had been conferred at the same time on a member."
chosen few by the founder of the Lodge,
In 1851, he was elected Sovereign Grand
Henry A. Francken, one of the Deputies of Commander of the Supreme Council for the
Stephen Morin of glorious memory. It Northern Jurisdiction, but soon after rewas not long, moreover, before I found the signed the office in favor of Edward A.
original Warrants of this Lodge, its Book Raymond. As he at that time had removed
of Minutes, the Patents of 111. Bros. Samuel his residence to the city of New York, he
Stringer, M. D., Jeremiah Van Rensselaer, was immediately appointed Deputy Inand Peter W. Yates, Esquires, Deputy In- spector for the State, and afterwards was
spectors General under the old system also elected Grand Commander of Cosmopolitan
the Regulations and Constitutions of the Sovereign Consistory of the State of New
nine Commissioners, etc., 1761, and other York.
documents that had been left by Bro.
The last years of his life were oppressed
Francken with the Albany brethren when with poverty, and he was compellea to ache founded their Lodge. With the con- cept a subordinate office in the Customcurrence of the surviving members of said House of New York, where, in my visits
Lodge in Albany, Dr. Jonathan Eights and to that city, I often beheld him faithfully
the Hon. and R, W. Stephen Van Rens- laboring at his desk on tasks which I pain'

;

:

:

YEAR

YATES
were uncongenial to his cultivated intellect.
He died December 13,
1859, in the city of New York.
Bro. Yates was the author of a work entitled History of the Manners and Ceremonies of the Indian Tribes, in which he seeks
ingeniously, if not satisfactorily, to discover
a Masonic meaning in the Indian mystic
rites.
He was also engaged for many years
in the compilation of a valuable Repertorium of Masonry, a work the manuscript of
which he left unfinished at the time of his
death. But most of his Masonic writings
appeared in contemporary journals. Moore's
Freemasons' Magazine and Mackey's Masonic Quarterly Review contain valuable

rtilly felt

899

Yaveron Hamaim. A

significant
in the high degrees. The French
rituals explain it as meaning " the passage
of the river," and refer it to the crossing
of the river Euphrates by the liberated
Jewish captives on their return from Babylon to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple.
It is in its present form a corruption of the
Hebrew sentence,
1~1D1^') yavaru
hamaim, which signifies "they will cross,
or pass over, the waters,'' alluding to the

word

O'OH

streams lying between Babylon and Jerusalem, of which the Euphrates was the most
important.
Year, Hebrew. The same as the
Year of the World, which see.
communications from his pen on subjects
Year of X<iebt. Anno Luds, in the
of Masonic archaeology, in which science year of light, is tie epoch used in Masonic
he had no superior. He was also a poet documents of the Symbolic degrees. This
of no mean pretension, as his Odes of Per- era is calculated from the creation of the
world, and is obtained by adding four thoufection sufficiently show.
In an address delivered before the Lodge sand to the current year, on the supposition
of Sorrow held by the New York Lodge of that Christ was born four thousand years
Perfection on the occasion of his demise, after the creation of the world. But the
Bro. Charles T. McClenachan has paid to chronology of Archbishop Usher, which
Giles F. Yates this true and appropriate has been adopted as the Bible chronology
in the authorized version, places the birth
tribute
" In the latter years of his life, this illus- of Christ in the year 4004 after the creaAccording to this calculation, the
trious Brother, so just, so pure, so firm in tion.
mind, so unobtrusive, and yet so deeply Masonic date for the " year of light" is four
wrapt in the one great ideal of Perfection, years short of the true date, and the year
known by Masonic reputation around the of the Lord 1874, which in Masonic docuwide world,
passed daily unheeded from ments is 5874, should correctly be 5878.
the tediousness of duty to the pleasures of The Ancient and Accepted Masons in the
study ; never forsaking the one great object beginning of this century used this correct
the solving of the Mysteries, or Usherian era, and the Supreme Council
of his life
the searching after Truth. Active, thought- at Charleston dated their first circular, issued in 1802, as 5806. Dalcho {Ahim. Eez.,
ful, penetrating, his whole soul ever centred in a grasping desire to comprehend the 2d ed., p. 37,) says: " If Masons are deterfulness of the Great Intelligence, the Rou- mined to fix the origin of their Order at the
his time of the creation, they should agree
ach Elohim, or Divine Existence
bright ideal of Perfection which dwells not among themselves at what time before
f)n earth
he has now found full relief in Christ to place that epoch." At that agreedeath and the certain knowledge of the ment they have now arrived. Whatever
difierences may have once existed, there is
Divine reality."
But the subject of this sketch has him- now a general consent to adopt the incorself frankly and honestly, as was ever his rect theory that the world was created 4000
The error is too unimportant, and
B. C.
wont, described his own character
" I would fain have you believe, my dear the practice too universal, to expect that it
brethren," said he, "that, as a member of will ever be corrected.
Noorthouck, ( Constitutions, p. 5,) speak'!
the Masonic institution, if I have had any
ambition, it has been to study its science, ing of the necessity of adding the four
and to discharge my duties as a faithful years to make a correct date, says: "But
Mason, rather than to obtain its official this being a degree of accuracy that Mahonors or personal benefits of any kind. sons in general do not attend to, we must,
Self-aggrandizement has never formed any after this intimation, still follow the vulgar
part of my Masonic creed, and all who mode of computation to be intelligible."
As to the meaning of the expression, it
know me can bear witness that it never has
is by no means to be supposed that Masons,
of my practice."
The motto he had selected was "prodesse now, intend by such a date to assume that
quam conspici," to do good rather than to their Order is as old as the creation. It is
be conspicuous, and to that sentiment he simply used as expressive of reverence for
was consistently faithful throughout his that physical light which was created by
the fiat of the Grand Architect, and which is
well-spent life.

—

—

—

—

—

:

YEAK

YELLOW

adopted as the type of the intellectual light
of Masonry. The phrase is altogether sym-

institutions it would have the same insignificance, were it not that it has been
adopted as the representative of the sun,
and of the noble metal gold. Thus, in
colored blazonry, the small dots, by which
the gold in an engraved coat of arms is designated, are replaced by the yellow color. La
Colombiere, a French heraldic writer, says,
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bolic.

Tear of Masonry.

Sometimes used
synonymous with Year of Light. In the
last century, it was in fact the more frequent
as

expression.

Tear of the Deposite. An

era

adopted by Royal and Select Masters, and
refers to the time when certain important
secrets were deposited in the first Temple.
See Anno DepomMonis.

Tear of the DiscoTery. An

era

adopted by Eoyal Arch Masons, and refers
to the time when certain secrets were made
known to the Craft at the building of the
second Temple. See Anno Inventionis.
Tear of the Order. The date used
in documents connected with Masonic
Templarism. It refers to the establishment
of the Order of Knights Templars in the
year 1118. See Anno Ordinis.
Tear of the World. This is the era
adopted by the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and is borrowed from the Jewish
computation. The Jews formerly used the
era of contracts, dated from the first conquests of Seleucus Nicator in Syria. But
since the fifteenth century they have
counted from the creation, which they suppose to have taken place in September,
3760 before Christ. See Anno Mundi.

and

Nays. The rule existing
Teas
in all parliamentary bodies that a vote may
be called for " by yeas and nays," so that
the vote of each member may be known
and recorded, does not apply to Masonic
Lodges. Indeed, such a proceeding would
be unnecessary. The vote by yeas and
nays in a representative body is taken that
the members may be held responsible to
But in a Lodge, each
wholly independent of any responsibility, except to his own conscience.
To call for the yeas and nays being then
repugnant to the principles which govern
Lodges, to call for them would be out of
order, and such a call could not be entertained by the presiding officer.
But in a Grand Lodge the responsibility
of the members to a constituency does exist,
and there it is very usual to call for a vote
by Lodges, when the vote of every member
Although the mode of calling
is recorded.
for the vote is different, the vote by Lodges
is actually the same as a vote by yeas and
nays, and may be demanded by any memtheir constituents.

member

is

ber.

Teldis. An old hermetic degree, whi ch

{Science Heroigue, p. 30,) in remarking on
the connection between gold and yellow,
that as yellow, which is derived from the
sun, is the most exalted of colors, so gold
Portal (Des
is the most noble of metals.
Oouleurs Symboliques, p. 64,) says that the
sun, gold, and yellow are not synonymous,
but mark different degrees which it is difficult to define. The natural sun was the
symbol of the spiritual sun, gold represented
the natural sun, and yellow was the emblem
of gold. But it is evident that yellow de-

symbolic color
connection with the hue of the
rays of the sun and the metal gold.
Among the ancients, the divine light or
wisdom was represented by yellow, as the
And
divine heat or power was by red.
this appears to be about the whole of the
ancient symbolism of this color.
In the old ritual of the Scottish and hermetic degree of Knight of the Sun, yellow
was the symbol of wisdom darting its rays,
like the yellow beams of the morning, to
enlighten a waking world. In the Prince
of Jerusalem, it was also formerly the characteristic color, perhaps with the same
meaning, in reference to the elevated position that that degree occupied in the Kite
of Perfection, and afterwards in the Ancient
and Accepted Rite.
Thirty or forty years ago, yellow was the
characteristic color of the Mark Master's
degree, derived, perhaps, from the color of
the Princes of Jerusalem, who originally
issued charters for Mark Lodges; for it does
not seem to have possessed any symbolic
meaning.
In fact, as I have already intimated, all
the symbolism of yellow must be referred
to and explained by the symbolism of gold
and of the sun, of which it is simply the
rives all its significance as a

from

its

representative.

Tellow Jacket.

Pri chard says that

in the early part of the last century the

following formed a part of the catechism
" Have you seen your Master to-day ?
'•Yea.
"

How

was he cloathed ?

" In a yellow jacket and a blue pair of
breeches."

Thory says was given in some secret societies
And he explains it by saying that " the
in Germany.
yellow jacket is the compasses, and the blue

Tellow. Of all the colors, yellow breeches the steel points."
seems to be theleast important and the least
On this Krause {EunsturL, ii. 78,) regeneral in Masonic symbolism. la other marks that this sportive comparison is

:

;

YEVELE

YORK
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Yoni. Among the Orientalists, the
yoni was the female symbol corresponding
to the lineam, or male principle.
The
lingam and yoni of the East assumed the
names of Phallus and Cteis among the
and Krause's remark correct. But it is vain Greeks.
to atternpt to elevate the idea by attaching
Constitutions. This docuto it a symbolism of gold and azure
the ment, which is also called Krause's MS.,
blue sky and the meridian sun. No such purports to be the Constitutions adopted
thought entered into the minds of the illit- by the General Assembly of Masons that
erate operatives with whom the question was held at York in 926.
(See York Leand answer originated.
gend.)
No original manuscript copy of it
Yevele, Henry. He was one of the can be found, but a German translation
Magistri Operis, or Masters of the Work, in from a Latin version was published, for the
the reign of Edward III., for whom he con- first time, by Krause in Die drei dltesten
structed several public edifices.
Anderson Kunaturkunden. der FreimaurerbrUderschaft.
says that he is called, " iu the Old Records, It will be found in the third edition of that
the King's Freemason;" but his name does work, (vol. iii., pp. 58-101.) Krause's acnot occur in any of the old manuscript count of it is, that it was translated from
Constitutions that are now extant.
the original, which is said, in a certificate
ITggrasil. The sacred ash-tree of the dated January 4, 1806, and signed "StoneScandinavian mysteries, which Oliver says house," to have been written on parchwas analogous to the mystical ladder of other ment in the ancient language of the counBites. If so, the symbolism is very abstruse. try, and preserved at the city of York,
Y-ha^ho. Higgins [Anacalypsis, ii. " apud Rev. summam societatem architec17,) cites the Abb6 Bazin as saying that tonicam," which Woodford translates " an
this was the name esteemed most sacred architectural society," but which is eviamong the ancient Egyptians. Clement of dently meant for the "Grand Lodge."
Alexandria asserts, in his Stromata, that all From this Latin translation a German verthose who entered into the temple of Serapis sion was made in 1808 by Bro. Schneider
were obliged to wear conspicuously on their of Altenberg, the correctness of which, havpersons the name I-ha-ho, which he says ing been examined by three linguists, is
signifies the Eternal God. The resemblance certified by Carl Erdmann Weller, Secretary of the Government Tribunal of Saxony.
to the Tetragrammaton is apparent.
ITod. The Hebrew letter ', equivalent And it is this certified German translation
in sound to I or Y.
It is the initial letter that has been published by Krause in his
of the word niH*, or Jehovah, the Tetra- Kunsturkunden. An English version was
grammaton, and hence was peculiarly sa- inserted by Bro. Hughan in his Old Charges
cred among the Talmudists. Basnage, (lib. of British Freemasons. The document consists, like all the old manuscripts, of an iniii., c. 13,) while treating of the mysteries
of the name Jehovah among the Jews, says troductory invocation, a history of architecture or the " Legend of the Craft," and
of this letter
"The yod in Jehovah is one of those the general statutes or charges but several
things which eye hath not seen, but which of the charges differ from those in the other
has been concealed from all mankind. Its Constitutions. There is, however, a general resemblance sufficient to indicate a
essence and matter are incomprehensible
common origin. The appearance of this
it is not lawful so much as to meditate upon
it.
Man may lawfully revolve his thoughts document gave rise in Germany to disfrom one end of the heavens to the other, cussions as to its authenticity. Krause,
but he cannot approach that inaccessible Schneider, Fessler, and many other distinlight, that primitive existence, contained in guished Masons, believed it to be genuine;
the letter yod; and indeed the masters call while Kloss denied it, and contended that
the letter thought or idea, and prescribe no the Latin translation which was certified
bounds to its efficacy. It was this letter by Stonehouse had been prepared before
which, flowing from the primitive light, 1806, and that in preparing it an ancient
gave being to emanations. It wearied itself manuscript had been remodelled on the
by the way, but assumed a new vigor by the basis of the 1738 edition of Anderson's
sense of the letter Hi which makes the sec- Constitutions, because the term "Noachida"
is employed in both, but is found nowhere
ond letter of the Inefiable Name."
In Symbolic Masonry, the yod has else. At length, in 1864, Bro. Findel was
But sent by the "Society of German Masons"
been replaced by the letter G.
His
to England to discover the original.
in the high degrees it is retained,
report of his journey was that it was negaand within a triangle, thus, contive in its results no such document was to
stitutes the symbol of the Deity.

altogether in the puerile spirit of the peculiar interrogatories which are found among
many other crafts, and is without doubt
genuine as originating in the working
Lodges. Prichard's explanation is natural,

—

York

;

;

;
:

:

;
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YORK

be found in the arcliives of the old Lodge
at York, and no such person as Stonehouse
was known in that city. These two facts,
to which may be added the further arguments that no mention is made of it in the
Fabric Rolls of York Minster, published by

It may be premised that, of all
those who have subjected these legends to
the crucible of historical criticism, Brother
William James Hughan of Cornwall, in
England, must unhesitatingly be acknowledged as " facile princeps," the ablest, the
most laborious, and the most trustworthy
He was the first and the
investigator.
most successful remover of the cloud of
tradition which so long had obscured the
sunlight of history.
The legend which connects the origin of
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the Surtees Society, nor in the inventory
of the Grand Lodge of York which was extant in 1777, nor by Drake in his speech
delivered before the Grand Lodge in 1726,
and a few other reasons, have led Findel to
agree with Kloss that the document is not
a genuine York Charter. Such, too, is the
general opinion of English Masonic scholare.
There can be little doubt that the
General Assembly at York, in 926, did frame
a body of laws or Constitutions but there
is almost as little doubt that they are not
represented by the Stonehouse or Krause
;

document.

York

Iiegend. The city of York,
in the north of England, is celebrated for
its traditional connection with Masonry
in that kingdom. No topic in the history of Freemasonry has so much engaged
the attention of modern Masonic scholars,
or given occasion to more discussion,
than the alleged facts of the existence of
Masonry in the tenth century at the city
of York as a prominent point, of the calling of a congregation of the Craft there in
the year 926, of the organization of a General Assembly and the adoption of a Constitution.

During the whole of the

last

and

the greater part of the present century, the
Fraternity in general have accepted all of
these statements as genuine portions of
authentic history and the adversaries of
the Order have, with the same want of discrimination, rejected them all as myths;
while a few earnest seekers for truth have
been at a loss to determine what part was
historical and what part legendary.
Recently, the discovery of many old manuscripts has directed the labors of such
;

scholars as Hughan, AV'oodford, Lyon, and
others, to the critical examination of the
early history of Masonry, and that of York
has particularly engaged their attention.
For a thorough comprehension of the
true merits of this question, it will be necessary that the student should first acquaint
himself with what was, until recently, the
recognized theory as to the origin of Mascmry at York, and then that he should
examine the newer hypotheses advanced by
the writers of the present day. In other
words, he must read both the tradition and

the history.
In pursuance of this plan, I propose to
commence with the legends of York Masonry, as found in the old manuscript Constitutions, and then proceed to a review of
what has been the result of recent investi-

gations.

English Masonry at York in 926 is sometimes called the " York Legend," sometimes
the "Athelstane Legend," because the
General Assembly, said to have been held
there, occurred during the reign of that
king and sometimes the " Edwin Legend,"
because that prince is supposed to have been
at the head of the Craft, and to have convoked them together to form a Constitution.
The earliest extant of the old manuscript
Constitutions is the ancient poem commonly known as the Halliwell MS., and
the date of which is conjectured (on good
grounds) to be about the year 1390. In
that work we find the following version of
the legend
;

" Thys craft

com ynto Englond

as

y yow

say,

Yn tyme of good kynge Adelstonus' day
He made tho bothe halle and eke bowre,
And hye temphis of gret honowre.
To sportyn him yn bothe day and iiygth.
to worsehepe hys God witli alle nys mygth.
Thys goode lorde loved thys craft fill wel.

An

And

purposud to streuthyn hyt eviry del,
For dyvers defawtys that yn the craft he fonde;

He sende

aboute ynto the londe
After alle the masonus of the crafte,
To come to hym ftil evene stray tte,
for to amende these defautys alle
By good cousel gef hyt mytgth falle.

A semblS

thenne he cowthe let make
lordis vn here state
Dukys, erlys, auii barnes also,
Knygthys, sqwyera and mony mo.
And the grete burges of that syt«.
They were ther alle yn here degr6
These were there uchou algate.
To ordeyne for these masonus astate,
Ther they sowgton by here wytte
HoAV they mygthyn goverue I'lytte
Fyftene artyculns they there sowgton,
And fyftene poyntys tlier they wrogton."

Of dyvers

For the benefit of those who are not familiar with this archaic style, the passage
is translated into modern English.
"This craft came into England, as I tell
you, in the time of good king Athelstan's
reign; he made then both hall, and also
bower and lofty temples of great honor, to
take his recreation in both day and night,
and to worship his God with all his misht.
This good lord loved this craft full well, and
purposed to strengthen it in every part on
account of various defects that he discovered

:

:

:

YORK
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in the craft. He sent about into all the
land, after all the masons of the craft, to
come straight to him, to amend all these
detects by good counsel, if it might so happen. He then permitted an assembly to be
made of divers lords in their rank, dukes,
earls, and barons, also knights, squires, and
many more, and the great burgesses of that
city, they were all there in their degree;
these were there, each one in every way to
make laws for the estate of these masons.
There they sought by their wisdom how
they might govern it there they found out
fifteen articles, and there they made fifteen
points."
The next old document in which we find
this legend recited is that known as the
" Cooke MS.," whose date is placed at 1490.
The details are here much more full than
those contained in the Halliwell MS. The
passage referring to the legend is as follows
" And after that was a worthy kynge in
Englond, that was callyd Athelstone, and
his yongest son lovyd well the sciens of
Gemetry, and he wyst well that hand craft
had the practyke of the sciens of Gemetry
so well as masons wherefore he drew him
to consell and lernyd [the] practyke of that
For of speculasciens to his apeculatyf.
tyfe he was a master, and he lovyd well
;

;

masonry and masons. And he bicome a
mason hymselfe. And he gaf hem [gave
them] charges and names as it is now usyd
And
in Englond and in other countries.
he ordeyned that they schulde have resonabuU pay. And purchesed [obtained] a fre
patent of the

kyng that they schulde make

a sembly when thei sawe resonably tyme a
[to] cum togedir to her [their] counsell of
the whiche charges, manors & semble as is
write and taught in the boke of our charges
wherefor I leve hit at this tyme."
Thus much is contained in the MS. from
Subsequently, in lines
lines 611 to 642.
688-719, which appear to have been taken
from what is above called the " Boke of
Charges," the legend is repeated in these

words
this manner was the foraayde art
in the lond of Egypt bi the forso hit went
sayd maister Euglat [Euclid],
fro lond to londe and fro kyngdome to

"In

begunne

&
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be made by maisters, of

all maisters masons and felaus in the forsayd art. And so
at such congregacions they that be made
masters schold be examined of the articuls
after written, & be ransacked [thoroughly
examined] whether thei be ahull and kunnyng [able and skilful] to the profyte of
the lordys hem to serve [to serve them],
and to the honor of the forsayd art."
Seventy years later, in 1560, the Lands-

downe MS. was
the legend

written, and in it we find
further developed, and

still

Prince Edwin for the first time introduced
by name. That manuscript reads thus
" Soone after the Decease of St. Albones,
there came Diverse Warrs into England
out of Diverse Nations, so that the good
rule of Masons was dishired [disturbed]
and put down until the tyme of King
Adilston. In his tyme there was a worthy
King in England, that brought this Land
into good rest, and he builded many great
workes and buildings, therefore he loved
well Masons, for he had a sone called Edwin, the which Loved Masons much more
than his Father did, and he was soe practized in Geometry, that he delighted much
to come and talke with Masons and to
learne of them the Craft. And after, for the
love he had to Masons and to the Craft,
he was made Mason at Windsor, and he
gott of the King, his Father, a Charter and
commission once every yeare to have Assembley, within the Kealme where they
would within England, and to correct
within themselves Faults & Tresspasses
that were done as touching the Craft, and
he held them an Assembley, and there he
made Masons and gave them Charges, and
taught them the Manners and Comands
the same to be kept ever afterwards. And
tooke them the Charter and commission to
keep their Assembly, and Ordained that it
should be renewed from King to King, and
when the Assembly were gathered togeather he made a Cry, that all old Masons
or young, that had any Writeings or Vnderstanding of the Charges and manners that
weere made before their Lands, wheresoever they were made Masons, that they
should shew them forth, there were found
some in French, some in Greek, some in

Hebrew, and some in English, and some in
other Languages, and when they were read
and over seen well the intent of them was
vnderstood to be all one, and then he
caused a Book to be made thereof how this
worthy Craft of Masonrie was first founded,
and he himselfe comanded, and also then
caused, that it should be read at any tyme
when it should happen any Mason or Masons to be made to give him or them their
Charges, and from that, until this Day,
countre to countre congregacions scholde Manners of Masons have been kept in this

kyngdome. After that, many yeris, in the
tyme of Kyng Adhelstone, wiche was sum
tyme kynge of Englonde, bi his counsell
and other gret lordys of the lond bi comin
[common] assent for grete defaut y-fennde
[found] among masons thei ordeyned a
certayne reule amongys hem [them]. On
[one] tyme of the yere or in iii yere, as
nede were to the kyng and gret lordys of
the londe and all the comente [community], fro provynce to provynce and fro

^

:

YORK

YOEK

forme, as well as Men might
and Furthermore at diverse
Aasemblyes have been put and Ordained
diverse Charges by the best advice of Masters and Fellows."

being taught Geometry and Masonry, for
the love he had to the said Craft, and to the
honorable principles whereon itisgrounded,
purchased a Free Charter of King Athelstan his Brother, for the Free Masons having among themselves a Connection, or a
power and freedom to regulate themselves,
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Manner and
Gk)verne

it,

All the subsequent manuscripts contain
the legend substantially as it is in the
Landsdowne and mo~t of them appear to
be mere copies of it, or, most probably, of
some original one of which both they and
;

it

are copies.

In 1723 Dr. Anderson published the

first

edition of the Book of Oonstitutions, in
which the history of the fraternity of Freemasons is, he says, "collected from their
general records and their faithful traditions
of many ages." He gives the legend taken,
as he says, from " a certain record "of Freemasons written in the reign of King Edward IV.," which manuscript, Preston asserts, " is said to have been in the possession
of the famous Elias Ashmole." As the old
manuscripts were generally inaccessible to
the Fraternity, (and, indeed, until recently
but few of them had been discovered,) it is
to the publication of the legend by Anderson, and subsequently by Preston, that we
are to attribute its general adoption by the
Craft for more than a century and a half.
The form of the legend, as given by Anderson in his first edition, varies slightly from
that in his second. In the former, he places
the date of the occurrence at 930 in his
second, at 926 in the former, he styles the
congregation at York a General Lodge ; in
his second, a Grand Lodge. Now, as the
modern and universally accepted form of
the legend agrees, in both respects with the
latter statement, and not with the former,
it must be concluded that tlie second edition, and the subsequent ones by Entick
and Noorthouck, who only repeat Anderson, furnished the form of the legend as
now popular.
In the second edition of the Oonstitutions,
(p. 63,) published in 1738, Anderson gives
the legend in the following words:
" In all the Old Constitutions it is written to this purpose, viz.
" That though the antient records of the
;

:

Brotherhood in England were most of them
destroyd or lost in the war with the Danes,
who burnt the Monasteries where the Records were kept; yet King Athelstah, (the

Grandson of King

,

Alfred,) the first an-

nointed King of England, who translated
the Holy Bible into the Saxon language,
when he had brought the land into rest and
peace, built many great works, and encouraged many Masons from France and elsewhere, whom he appointed overseers thereof: they brought with them the Charges and
Regulations of the foreign Lodges, and prevail'd with the King to increase the wages.
" That Prince Edwin, the King's Brother,

to

amend what might happen amiss, and

to

hold an yearly Communication in a General
Assembly.
"That accordingly Prince Edwin summon'd all the Free and Accepted Masons in
the Realm, to meet him in the Congregation at York, who came and form'd the

Grand Lodge under him

as their

Grand

Master, a. d. 926.
" That they brought with them many old
Writings and Records of the Craft, some in
Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and
other languages; and from the contents
thereof, they framed the Constitutions
of the English Lodges, and made a Law for
themselves, to preserve and observe the
in all Time coming, etc., etc., etc."
Preston accepted the legend, and gave it
in his second edition (p. 198) in the following words:
" Edward died in 924, and was succeeded

same

by Athelstane

his son,

who appointed

his

brother Edwin patron of the Masons. This
prince procured a Charter from Athelstane,
empowering them to meet annually in communication at York. In this city, the first
Grand Lodge of England was formed in
926, at which Edwin presided as Grand
Master. Here many old writings were produced in Greek, Latin, and other languages,
from which it is said the Constitutions of the
English Lodge have been extracted."
Such is the "York legend," as it has
been accepted by the Craft, contained in
all the old manuscripts from at least the
end of the fourteenth century to the present
day; ofiicially sanctioned by Anderson,
the historiographer of the Grand Lodge in
1723, and repeated by Preston, by Oliver,
and by almost all succeeding Masonic
writers. Only recently has any one thought
of doubting its authenticity; and now
the important question in Masonic literature is whether it is a myth or a history
whether it is all or in any part fiction or
truth
and if so, what portion belongs to
the former and what to the latter category.
In coming to a conclusion on this subject,
the question necessarily divides itself into
three forms.
1. Was there an Assembly of Masons held
in or about the year 926, at York, under
the patronage or by the permission of King

—

—

Athelstan?

There is nothing in the personal character or the political conduct of Athelstan
that forbids such a possibility or even probability.
was liberal in his ideas, like

He

:
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his grandfather the great Alfred he was a
promoter of civilization
he patronized
learning, built many churches and monasteries, encouraged the translation of the
Scriptures, and gave charters to many operative companies.
In his reign, the " frithgildan," free gilds or sodalities, were incorporated by law. There is, therefore, nothing improbable in supposing that he extended his protection to the Operative
Masons. The uninterrupted existence for
several centuries of a tradition that such an
Assembly was held, requires that those who
;

;

it should furnish some more satisfactory reason for their opinion than has yet
been produced. " Incredulity," says Voltaire, " is the foundation of history."
But
it must be confessed that, while an excess
of credulity often mistakes fable for reality,
an obstinacy of incredulity as frequently
leads to the rejection of truth as fiction.
The Rev. Mr. Woodford, in an essay on Hie
Connection of York with the History of Freemasonry in England, inserted in Hughan's
Unpvhlished Records of the Craft, has critically discussed this subject, and comes to
" I see no reason, therethis conclusion.
fore, to reject so old a tradition, that under

deny

Athelstan the Operative Masons obtained
his patronage, and met in General Assembly." To that verdict I subscribe.
2. Was Edwin, the brother of Athelstan,
the person who convoked that Assembly?
This question has already been discussed in

the article Edwin, where the suggestion is
made that the Edwin alluded to in the
legend was not the son or brother of Athelstan, but Edwin, king of Northumbria.
Francis Drake, in his speech before the
Grand Lodge of York in 1726, was, I
think, the first who publicly advanced this
opinion but he does so in a way that shows
that the view must have been generally accepted by his auditors, and not advanced by
him as something new. He says: "You
know we can boast that the first Grand
Lodge ever held in England was held in
this city, where Edwin, the first Christian
king of Northumbria, about the six hundredth year after Christ, and who laid the
foundation of our Cathedral, sat as Grand
Master."
;

Edwin, who was born in 586, ascended
the throne in 617; and died in 633. He
was pre-eminent, among the Anglo-Saxon
kings who were his contemporaries, for
military genius and statesmanship. So inflexible was his administration of justice,
that it was said that in his reign a woman
or child might carry everywhere a purse
high
of gold without danger of robbery,
commendation in those days of almost unbridled rapine. The chief event of the
reign of Edwin was the introduction of

—
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kingdom of NorthumPrevious to his reign, the northern
metropolis of the Church had been placed
at York, and the king patronized Paulinus
the bishop, giving him a house and other
possessions in that city. The only objection to this theory is its date, which is three
hundred years before the reign of Athelstan
and the supposed meeting at York in 926.
3. Are the Constitutions which
were
adopted by that General Assembly now extant? It is not to be doubted, that if a
General Assembly was held, it must have
adopted Constitutions or regulations for the
government of the Craft. Such would
mainly be the object of the meeting. But
there is no sufficient evidence that the Regulations now called the "York Constitutions,"
or the "Gothic Constitutions," are those
that were adopted in 926. It is more probable that the original document and all
genuine copies of it are lost, and that it
formed the type from which all the more
modern manuscript Constitutions have been
formed. There is the strongest internal
evidence that all the manuscripts, from the
Halliwell to the Papworth, had a common
original, from which they were copied with
more or less accuracy, or on which they
were framed with more or less modification.
And this original I suppose to be the Constitutions which must have been adopted at
the General Assembly at York.
The theory, then, which I think may safely
be advanced on this subject, and which must
be maintained until there are better reasons
than we now have to reject it, is, that about
the year 926 a General Assembly of Masons
was held at York, under the patronage of
Edwin, brother of Athelstan, at which
Assembly a code of laws was adopted, which
became the basis on which all subsequent
Masonic Constitutions were framed.
Originally
York. Manuscripts.
there were six manuscripts of the Old Constitutions bearing this title, because they
were deposited in the Archives of the now
extinct Grand Lodge of all England, whose
But the MS.
seat was at the city of York.
No. 3 is now missing, although it is mentioned in the inventory made at York in
Nos. 2, 4, and 5 are now in pos1779.
session of the York Lodge. Recently Bro.
Huglian discovered Nos. 2 and 6 in the
Archives of the Grand Lodge of England,
at London. The dates of these manuscripts,
which do not correspond with the number
of their titles, are as follows
No. 1 has the date of 1600.
Christianity into the

bria.

"

2

;
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Of these manuscripts, No. 1 was published abolished the Royal Arch degree, which was
by Bro. Hughaii in his Old Charges of then practised as an independent Order in
British FreenuMons, and Nos. 2 and -t, by the England, and reincorporated its secrets in
same author, in his History of Freemasonry the degree of Master Mason, the York Rite
in York. Tlie other manuscripts are as yet would have been revived. But by recognizunpublished. Bro. Hughan deems No. 4 ing the Royal Arch as a separate degree,
of some importance because it contains the and retaining the Master's degree in its
following sentence " The one of the elders mutilated form, they repudiated the Rite.
takeing the Booke, and that Aee or sliee that In the United States it has been the almost
universal usage to call the Masonry there
is to be made mason shall lay their hands
thereon, and the charge shall bee given." practised the York Rite. But it has no
This, he thinks, affords some presumption better claim to this designation than it has
that women were admitted as members of to be called the Ancient and Accepted Rite,
the old Masonic gilds, although he admits or the French Rite, or the Rite of Schroder.
that we possess no other evidence confirma- It has no pretensions to the York Rite. Of
:

tory of this theory. The truth is, that the
sentence was a translation of the same
clause written in other old Constitutions
In the York IIS. No. 1, the
in Latin.
sentence is thus " Tunc unus ex senioribus
teneat librum et ille vel illi," etc., i. e.. " he
or they." The writer of No. i copied, most
probably, from No. 1, and his translation
of " hee or shee " from " ille vel illi," instead
of " he or they," was either the result of ignorance in mistaking illi, they, for ilia, she,
or of carelessness in writing shee for they.
It is evident that the charges thus to be
:

sworn to, and which immediately follow,
were of such a nature as made most of them
physically impossible for women to perform
nor are females alluded to in any other of
the manuscripts. All ilasons there are
" Fellows," and are so to be addressed.
There are two other York Manuscripts of
the Operative Masons, which have been
published in the Fabric Rolls of York Mirtst-er, an invaluable work, edited by the Rev.
James Raine, aiiJ issued under the patronage and at the expense of the Surtees Society.
Bite. This is the oldest of all
the Rites, and consisted originally of only
three degrees: 1. Entered Apprentice; 2.
Fellow Craft 3. Master Mason. The last
included a part which contained the True
Word, but which was disrupted from it
by Dunckerley in the latter part of the
last century, and has never been restored.
The Rite in its purity does not now exist
anywhere. The nearest approach to it is
the St. John's Masonry of Scotland, but
the Master's degree of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland is not the Master's degree of the

York

;

three degrees, the Master's is the
mutilated one which took the Masonry of
England out of the York Rite, and it has
added to these three degrees six others
which were never known to the Ancient
York Rite, or that which was practised in
England, in theearlierhalfof the eighteenth
century, by the legitimate Grand Lodge.
In all my writings for years past, I have
ventured to distinguish the Masonry practised in the United States, consisting of
nine degrees, as the " American Rite," a
title to which it is clearly and justly entitled, as the system is peculiar to America,
and is practised in no other country.
Bro. Hughan, speaking of the York Rite,
Unpubl. Rec, p. 148,) says " there is no such
(
its first

Rite, and what it was no one now knows."
I think that this declaration is too sweeping in its language. He is correct in saying that there is at this time no such Rite.
I have just described its decadence ; but he
is wrong in asserting that we are now ignorant of its character. In using the title,
there is no reference to the Grand Lodge of
all England, which met for some years during the last century, but rather to the York
legend, and to the hypothesis that York
was the cradle of English Masonry. The

York Rite

w;is that Rite which was most
probably organized or modified at the revival in 1717, and practised for fifty years
by the Constitutional Grand Lodge of England.
It consisted of only the three sym-

bolic degrees, the

la.«t one, or the Master's,
containing within itself the secrets now
transferred to the Royal Arch.
This Rite

was carried in its purity to France in 1725,
into America at a later period. About
the third degree, he destroyed the identity the middle of the eighteenth century the
of the Rite. In 1813, it was apparently continental Masons, and about the end of
recognized by the United Grand Lodge of it the Americans, began to superimpose
England, when it defined " pure Ancient upon it those high degrees which, with the
Masonry to consist of three degrees, and no necessary mutilation of the third, have given
more: viz., those of the Entered Appren- rise to numerous other Rites. But the Antice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Macient York Rite, though no longer cultison, including the Supreme Order of the vated, must remain on the records of history
Holy Royal Arch." Had the Grand Lodge as the oldest and purest of ail the Rites.

York Rite. When Dunckerley dismembered and
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Z.
Zabnd. A historical

personage at

tlae

court of King Solomon, whose name appears in several of the high degrees. In
that of Select Master in the American Rite,
it has been corrupted into Izahud.
He is

mentioned in 1 Kings

iv. 5,

where he

is

described in the authorized version as
being "principal officer and the king's
friend." The original is Zabud ben Nathan
cohen regneh hahmelek, which is literally
" Zabud, son of Nathan, a priest, the friend
of the king." Adam Clarke says he was
"the king's chief favorite, his confidant."
Smith [Diet. Bib.) says: "This position,
if it were an official one, was evidently distinct from that of counsellor, occupied by
Ahithophel under David, and had more of
the character of private friendship about
it." Kitto ( Cijclopmd. Bib. Lit.) says of Zabud and of his brother Azariah, that their
advancement in the household of King
Solomon "may doubtless be ascribed not
only to the young king's respect for the
venerable prophet (their father), who had
been his instructor, but to the friendship
he had contracted with his sons during the
course of education. The office, or rather
honor, of friend of the king,' we find in
all the despotic governments of the East.
It gives high power, without the public responsibility which the holding of a regular
office in the state necessarily imposes.
It
implies the possession of the utmost confidence of, and familiar intercourse with, the
monarch, to whose person 'the friend' at
all times has access, and whose influence is
therefore often far greater, even in matters
of state, than that of the recognized ministers of government."
This has been fully carried out in the legend of the Select Master's degree.
Zabulon. The Greek form of ZebuDelaunay
lun, the tenth son of Jacob.
Tlmilleur, p. 79,) says that some ritualists
(
suppose that it is the true form of the word
of which Jabulum is a corruption. This is
incorrect.
Jabulum is a corrupt form of
Oiblim.
Zabulon has no connection with
the high degrees, except that in the Royal
Arch he represents one of the stones in the
'

Pectoral.

Zadok. A

personage in some of the
Ineffable degrees of the Scottish Rite.
In
Scripture he is recorded as having been one
"f the two chief priests in the time of
David, Abiathar being the other.
subsequently, by order of David, anointed Solomon to be king, by whom he was rewarded
Josephus
with the post of high priest.
[Ant. X. 8, I 6,1 says that "Sadoc, the high
priest, was the first high priest of the Tom-

He

pie which Solomon built." Yet it has
been supposed by some authors, in consequence of his name not being mentioned in
the detailed account of the dedication, that
he had died before the completion of the
Temple.
Zaratlinstra. The name, in the Zend

language, of that great reformer in religion

more commonly known
Zoroaster,

which

to

Europeans as

see.

Zartban. The

Zarthan of 2 Chronibe the same place as
the Zeredatha of 1 Kings vii. 46. In the
Masonic ritual, the latter word is always
used. See Zeredatha.
cles iv. 17 appears to

Zeal.

Ever since the revival

in 1717,

found in the earliest lectures,) it
was taught that Apprentices served their
Masters with "freedom, fervency, and
zeal " and the symbols of the first two of
these virtues were chalk and charcoal. In
the oldest rituals, earthen pan (which see)
was designated as the symbol of zeal but
this was changed by Preston to clay, and so
it still remains.
See Fervency and Freedom.
The instruction to the Operative Mason
to serve his Master with freedom, fervency,
(for it is

;

;

and

zeal'

—-to

work for his interests wiland zealously
is easily

—

lingly, ardently,

understood.

In

application to Speculative Masonry, for the Ma.ster of the Work
we substitute the Grand Architect of the
Universe, and then our zeal, like our
freedom and our fervency, is directed to a
higher end. The zeal of a Speculative
Mason is shown by advancing the morality,
and by promoting the happiness of his
its

fellow-creatures.

Zedeklah. A personage in some of
the high degrees, whose melancholy fate is
described in the Second Book of Kings and
in the prophecies of Jeremiah. He was
the twentieth and last king of Judah.
When Nebuchadnezzar had in his second
siege of Jerusalem deposed Jehoiachin,
whom he carried as a captive to Babylon,
he placed Zedekiah on the throne in his
stead.

By

this act

Zedekiah became

trib-

utary to the king of the Chaldees, who exacted from him a solemn oath of fidelity
and obedience. This oath he observed no
longer than till an opportunity occurred of
violating it. In the language of the author
of the Books of Chronicles, "he rebelled
against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had

made him swear by God."
This course soon brought down upon him
the vengeance of the offended monarch,
who invaded the land of Judah with an

immense army. Remaining himself at
Riblah, a town on the northern border of
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ZENXAAR

ZELATOR

original form, the work as it now exists
makes but a comparatively small book.
The ancients, to whom it was familiar, as
well as the modern Parsees, attribute its
authorship to Zoroaster. But Dr. Haug,
rightly conceiving that it was not in the
power of any one man to have composed so
vast a work as it must have been in its
suppose, that when original extent, supposes that it was the

lie sent the army under his genNebuzaradan, to Jerusalem, which
was invested by the Babylonian forces.
After a siege of about one year, during
which the inhabitants endured many hardships, the city was taken by an assault, the
Chaldeans entering it through breaches in

Palestine,
eral,

the northern wall.
It is very natural to
the enemy were most pressing in their attack upon the devoted citv
when the
breach which was to give them entrance
had been effected; and when, perhaps, the
streets most distant from the Temple were
already filled with Chaldean soldiery, a
council of his princes and nobles should
have been held by Zedekiah in the Temple, to which they had fled for refuge, and
that he should ask their advice as to the
mo^ feajsible method of escape from the
impending danger.
History, it is true,
gives no account of any such assembly but
the written record of these important events
which is now extant is very brief, and, as
there is every reason to admit the probability of the occurrence, there does not appear to be any historical objection to the
introduction of Zedekiah iuto the legend
of the Super Excellent Master's degree, as
having been present and holding a council
at the time of the siege.
By the advice of
this council, Zedekiah attempted to make
his escape across the Jordan.
But he and
his attendants were, says Jeremiah, pursued by the Chaldean army, and overtaken
in the plains of Jericho, and carried before
Nebuchadnezzar. His sons and his nobles
were slain, and, his eyes being put out, he
was bound in chains and carried captive to
Babylon, where at a later period he died.
Zelator. The first degree of the German Rose Croix. The title expresses the
spirit of emulation which should characterize the neophyte.
ZendaTesta. The scriptures of the
Zoroa-strian religion containing the doctrines of Zoroaster.
Avesta means the sacred text, and Zend the commentary. The
;

;

work as we now have it is supposed to have
been collected by learned priests of the Sasperiod, who translated it into the
Pehlevi, or vernacular language of Persia.
The greater part of the work was lost during the persecutions by the Mohammedan
conquerors of Persia. One only of the
books has been preserved, the Vendidad,
comprising twenty -two chapters.
The
Yasna and the Vispered together constitute the collection of fragments which are
termed Vendidad Sad6. There is another
fragmentary collection called Yesht Sade.
And these constitute all that remain of the
original text.
So that, however comprehensive the Zenda vesta must have been in
sani:in

its

joint production of the original Zarathustra

Sitama and his successors, the high priests
of the religion, who assumed the same
name.
The Zendavesta is the scripture of the
modern Parsee and hence for the Parsee
Mason, of whom there are not a lew, it con;

Book of the Law, or TrestleBoard. Unfortunately, however, to the Parsee it is a sealed book, for, being written in
the old Zend language, which is now extinct,
its contents cannot be understood.
But the
Parsees recognize the Zendavesta as of Divine authority, and say in the catechism,
or compendium of doctrines in use among
them: "We consider these books as heavenly hooks, because God sent the tidings
of these books to us through the holy
prophet Zurthost."
Zenitli. That point in the heavens
which is vertical to the spectator, and from
which a perpendicular line passing through
him and extended would reach the centre
of the earth. All the old documents of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite are
dated " under the Celestial Canopy of the
;" the latiZenith which answers to
tude of the place whence the document is
issued being then given. The latitude
alone is expressed because it indicates the
place of the sun's meridian height. The longitude is always omitted, because every place
whence such a document is issued is" called
the Grand East, the one spot where the sun
rises.
The theory implied is, that although
the south of the Lodge may vary, its chief
point must always be in the east, the point
of sunrising, where longitude begins.
Zeniiaar. The sacred cord used in the
stitutes the

Hindustanee initiation, and which writers
on ritualism have compared to the Masonic
apron. Between eight and fifteen years of
age, every Hindu boy is imperatively required to receive the investiture of the zen-

The investiture is accompanied by
many solemn ceremonies of prayer and sacnaar.

rifice.
After the investiture, "the boy is
said to have received his second birth, and
from that time a Hindu is called by a name
which signifies twice born."
'

Coleman (Mythology of

the Hindus, p.
155,) thus describes the zennaar:

"

The sacred thread must be made by a

Brahman.

It consists of three strings, each
ninety-six hands (forty-eight yards), which

;

ZERBAL

ZERUBBABEL

are twisted together it is then folded into
three, and again twisted these are a second
time folded into the same number, and tied
at each end in knots.
It is worn over the

assembled at Babylon, and prepared to return to Jerusalem, for the purpose of re
building the Temple. Some few from the
other tribes, whose love of their country
and its ancient worship had not been obliterated by the luxuries of the Babylonian
court, united with the followers of Zerubbabel, and accompanied him to Jerusalem.
The greater number, however, remained
and even of the priests, who were divided
into twenty-four courses, only four courses
returned, who, liowever, divided themselves,
each class into six, so as again to make up
the old number. Cyrus also restored to the
Jews the greater part of the sacred vessels
of the Temple which had been carried

:

;

left

shoulder (next the

slsin,

extending half-

way down the right thigh) by the Brahmans,
Ketries, and Vaisya castes. The first are
usually invested with it at eight years of
age, the second at eleven, and the Vaisya
at twelve. The period may, from especial
but it is indispensable
causes, be deferred
that it should be received, or the parties
omitting it become outcasts."
Zerbal. The name of King Solomon's
Captain of the Guards, in the degree of
Intimate Secretary.
No such person is
mentioned in Scripture, and it is therefore
an invention of the ritualist who fabricated
the degree. If derived from Hebrew, its
roots will be found in it, zer, an enemy,
and hyi, haal, and it would signify "an
enemy of Baal."
Zeredattia. The name of the place
between which and Succoth are the clay
;

grounds where Hiram Abif is said to have
cast the brazen utensils for the use of the
Temple. See Qiay Ground.
Zerubbabel. In writing the life of
Zerubbabel in a Masonic point of view, it
i.s incumbent that reference should be made
to the legends as well as to the more strictly
historical details of his eventful career.
With the traditions of the Eoyal Arch, and
some other of the high degrees, Zerubbabel
is

not

less

intimately connected than

is
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away by Nebuchadnezzar, and five thousand
and four hundred were received by Zerubbabel, the remainder being brought back,
many years after, by Ezra. Only forty-two
thousand three hundred and sixty Israelites,
exclusive of servants and slaves, accom-

panied Zerubbabel, out of

whom he

se-

lected seven thousand of the most valiant,
whom he placed as an advanced guard at
the head of the people. Their progress
homewards was not altogether unattended
with danger for tradition informs us that
at the river Euphrates they were opposed
by tlie Assyrians, who, incited by the temptation of the vast amount of golden vessels
which they were carrying, drew up in hostile array, and, notwithstanding the remonstrances of tlie Jews, and the edict of Cyrus,
disputed their passage. Zerubbabel, how;

enemy with such ardor

Solomon with those of Symbolic or Ancient

ever, repulsed the

Craft Masonry. To understand those traditions properly, they must be placed in
their appropriate place in the life of him
who plays so important a part in them.
Some of these legends have the concurrent
support of Scripture, some are related by
Josephus, and some appear to have no hisWithout, therefore,
torical
foundation.
vouching for their authenticity, they must
be recounted, to make the Masonic life of
the builder of the second Temple complete.
Zerubbabel, who, in the book of Ezra, is
called " Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah,"
was the grandson of that King Jehoiachin,
or Jeconiah, who had been deposed by
Nebuchadnezzar and carried as a captive to
Babylon. In him, therefore, was vested the
regal authority, and on him, as such, the
command of the returning captives was
bestowed by Cyrus, wlio on that occasion,
according to a Masonic tradition, presented
to him the sword which Nebuchadnezzar
had received from his grandfather, Jehoiachin.
As soon as the decree of the Persian

as to ensure a signal victory, most of the
Assyrians having been slain in the battle, or
drowned in their attempt to cross the river
The rest of the journey
in their retreat.
was uninterrupted, and, after a march of
four months, Zerubbabel arrived at Jerusalem, with his weary followers, at seven
o'clock in the morning of the 22d of June,
five hundred and thirty-five years before
Christ.
During their captivity, the Jews had continued, without intermission, to practise the
rights of Freemasonry, and had established
at various places regular Lodges in Chaldea.
Especially, according to the Eabbinical traditions, had they instituted their mystic fraternity at Naharda, on the Euphrates and,
according to the same authority, we are informed that Zerubbabel carried with him to
Jerusalem all the secret knowledge which
was the property of that Institution, and established a similar fraternity in Judea. This
coincides with, and gives additional strength
to, the traditions of the Royal Arch degree.
As soon as the pious pilgrims had arrived
at Jerusalem, and taken a needful rest of
seven days, a tabernacle for the temporary purposes of divine worship was erected

monarch had been promulgated to his
Jewish subjects, the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin, with the priests and Levites,

;

ZERUBBAEEL
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near the ruins of the ancient Temple, and
a Council was called, in which ZerubbHbel
presided as King, Jeshua as High Priest,

been discovered by the three sojourners.
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and Haggai

as Scribe, or principal otficer
of State. It was there determined to commence the building of the second Temple
upon the same holy spot which had been
occupied by the first, and the people
liberally contributed sixty-one thousand
drachms of gold, and five thousand minas
of silver, or nearly a quarter of a million of
dollars, towards defraying the expenses a
;

sum which sinks into utter insignificance,
when compared with the immense amount
appropriated by David and Solomon to the
construction of their Temple.
The site having been thus determined
upon, it was found necessary to begin by
removing the rubbish of the old Temple,
which still encumbered the earth, and prevented the workmen from making the necessary arrangements for laying the foundation.
It was during this operation that an
important discovery was made by three sojourners, who had hot originally accompanied Zerubbabel, but who, sojourning
some time longer at Babylon, followed their
countrymen at a later period, and had arrived at Jerusalem just in time to assist
in the removal of the rubbish. These three
sojourners, whose fortune it was to discover
that stone of foundation, so intimately connected with the history of Freemasonry,
and to which we have before had repeated
occasion to allude, are supposed by a Masonic tradition to have been Esdras, Zachariah, and Nehemiah, the three holy men,
who, for refusing to worship the golden
image, had been thrown by Nebuchadnezzar into a fiery furnace, from which they
emerged uninjured. In the Chaldee language, they were known by the names of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. It was
in penetrating into some of the subterranean vaults, that the Masonic stone of
foundation, with other important mysteries connected with it, were discovered by
the three fortunate sojourners, and presented
by them to Zerubbabel and his companions
Jeshua and Haggai, whose traditionary
knowledge of Masonry, which they had
received in a direct line from the builders
of the first Temple, enabled them at once to
appreciate the great importance of these
treasures.

As soon

this occasion, we learn that the young
rejoiced with shouts and acclamations, but
that tlie ancient people disturbed them
with their groans and lamentations, when
they reflected on the superb magnificence

On

of the first Temple, and compared it with
the expected inferiority of the present
structure.
As in the building of the first
Temple, so in this, the Tyrians and Sidonians were engaged to furnish the timber
from the forests of Lebanon, and to conduct
it in the same manner on floats by sea to
Joppa.
Scarcely had the workmen well commenced tlieir labors, when they were interrupted by the Samaritans, who made application to be permitted to unite with
them in the construction of the Temple.
But the Jews, who looked upon them as
idolaters, refused to accept of their services.
The Samaritans in consequence became their bitter enemies, and so prevailed,
by misrepresentations, with the ministers
of Cyrus, as to cause them to put such obstructions in the way of the construction of
the edifice as seriously to impede its progress

for several

culty

years.

With such

diffi-

and danger were the works conducted

during this period, that the workmen were
compelled to labor with the trowel in one
hand and the sword in the other. To commemorate these worthy craftsmen, who were
thus ready, either to fight or to labor in the
cause of God, as circumstances might require, the sword and trowel crosswise, or,
as the heralds would say, ett sa/lire, have
been placed upon the Royal Arch TracingBoard or Carpet of our English brethren.
In the American ritual this expressive symbol of valor and piety has been unfortunately omitted.
In the seventh year after the restoration
of the Jews, Cyrus, their friend and benefactor died, and his son Cambyses, in Scripture called Ahasuerus, ascended the throne.
The Samaritans and the other enemies of
the Jews, now becoming bolder in their
designs, succeeded in obtaining from Cambyses a peremptory order for the stoppage
of all the works at Jerusalem, and the
Temple consequently remained in an unfinished state until the second year of
the reign of Darius, the successor of Cambyses.

as that wonderful discovery

was

made, on which depends not only the existence of the Royal Arch degree, but the
most important mystery of Freemasonry,
the Jews proceeded on a certain day, be-

Darius appears to have had, like Cyrus,
a great friendship for the Israelites, and

especially for Zerubbabel, with whom he
was well acquainted in his youth. We are
informed, as an evidence of this, that, when
fore the rising of the sun, to lay the founda- a private man, he made a vow, that if he
tion-stone of the second Temple and for should ever ascend the throne, he would
;

that purpose, we are told, Zerubbabel selected that atone of foundation which had

restore all the vessels of the

Temple that

had been retained by Cyrus.

Zerubbabel,

ZERUBBABEL

ZINNENDORF

being well aware of tbe friendly disposition
of the king, determined, immediately after
hia accession to power, to make a personal

annoyed by their adversaries, the builders
met with no serious obstruction, and finally,
twenty years after its commencement, in
the sixth year of the reign of Darius, and
on the third day of the month Adar, 515
years b. c, the Temple was completed, the
cope-stone celebrated, and tbe house solemnly dedicated to Jehovah with the great-

application to him for his assistance and
protection in rebuilding the Temple. Accordingly he departed from Jerusalem, and

journey full of peril, in which he
was continually attacked by parties of
his enemies, he was arrested as a spy by
after a

the Persian guards in the vicinity of
Babylon, and carried in chains before
Darius, who however immediately recognized him as the friend and companion of
his youth, and ordering him instantly to be
released from his bonds, invited him to be
present at a magnificent feast which he was
about to give to the Court. It is said that
on this occasion, Zerubbabel, having explained to Darius the occasion of his visit,
implored the interposition of his authority
for the protection of the Israelites engaged
in the restoration of the Temple. The
king promised to grant all his requests,
provided he would reveal to him the secrets
of Freemasonry.
But this the faithful
prince at once refused to do. He declined
the favor of the monarch at the price of
his infamy, and expressed his willingness
rather to meet death or exile, than to violate his sacred obligations as a Mason.
This firmness and fidelity only raised his
character still higher in the estimation of
Darius, who seems, indeed, to have been
endowed with many noble qualities both
of heart and mind.
It was on this occasion, at the feast given
by King Darius, that, agreeably to the
custom of Eastern monarchs, he proposed
to his courtiers the question whether the
power of wine, women, or the king, was the
strongest.

Answers were made by

different

persons, assigning to each of these the precedency in power; but when Zerubbabel
was called on to assert his opinion, he declared that though the power of wine and
of the king might be great, that of women
was still greater, but that above all things
truth bore the victory. Josephus says that

the sentiments of Zerubbabel having been
deemed to contain the most wisdom, the
king commanded him to ask something
over and above what he had promised as
the prize of the victor in the philosophic
discussion.

Zenibbabel then called upon

the monarch to fulfil the vow that he had
made in his youth, to rebuild the Temple,
and restore the vessels that had been taken

away by Nebuchadnezzar. The king forthwith granted his request, promised him the
most ample protection in the future prosecution of the works, and sent him home to
Jerusalem laden with honors, and under
the conduct of an escort.
Henceforth, although from time to time
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est joy.

After this we hear nothing further of
Zerubabbel, nor is the time or manner of
his death either recorded in Scripture or
preserved by Masonic tradition. We have,
however, reason for believing that he lived
to a good old age, since we find no successor of him mentioned until Artaxerxes
appointed Ezra as the Governor of Judea,
fifty-seven years after the completion of
the Temple.

Zlnnendorf, Jotaann Wilhelm
Ton. Few men made more noise in German Masonry, or had warmer friends or
bitter enemies, than Johann Wilhelm
Ellenberger, who, in consequence of his
adoption by his mother's brother, took subsequently the title of Von Zinnendorf, by
which he is universally known. He was
born at Halle, August 10, 1731. He was
initiated into Masonry at the place of his
birth.
He afterwards removed to Berlin,
where he received the appointment of
General Staff Surgeon, and chief of the
There he
medical corps of the army.
joined the Lodge of the Three Globes,
and became an ardent disciple of the Rite
of Strict Observance, in which he took the

more

Order name of Equeg a. lapide nigra. He
was elected Master of the Scottish Lodge.
He had the absolute control of the funds
of the Order, but refusing to render any
account of the disposition which he had
made of them, an investigation was commenced. Upon this, Zinnendorf withdrew
from the Eite, and sentence of excommunication was immediately afterwards pronounced against him.
Zinnendorf in return declared the Strict
Observance an imposture, and denounced
theory of the Templar origin of Masonry as false.
In the meantime, he sent his friend Hans
Carl Baumann to Stockholm, that he might
receive manuscripts of the degrees of the
Swedish system which had been promised
him by Carl Friederich von Eckleff, Scottish
Grand Master of the Chapter in that city.
Baumann returned with the manuscripts,
which, however, it appears from a subsequent declaration made by the Duke of
Sudermania, were very imperfect.
But, imperfect as they were, out of them
Zinnendorf constructed a new Rite in opposition to the Strict Observance. Possessed of great talent and energy, and, his
its

:

ZINNENDORF

ZOROASTER

enemies said, of but little scrupulousness as
to means, he succeeded in attracting to him
many friends and foUowere. In 1766, he

over the Grand Lodge with unabated zeal
and undiminished vigor until his death,
which took place June 6, 1782.
Von Zinnendorf undoubtedly committed
many eri'ors, but we cannot withhold from
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Potsdam the Lodge " Min
and in 1767, at Berlin, the Lodge
Masons
of the " Three Golden Keys."
were found to give him countenance and
assistance in other places, so that in June
24, 1770, twelve Lodges of his system were
enabled to unite in the formation of a body
which they called the Grand Lodge of all
the Freemasons of Germany.
The success of this body, under the adverse circumstances by which it was surestablished at

-

erval,"

rounded, can only be attributed to the
ability and energy of its founder, as well
as to the freedom with which he made use

praise of having earnestly sought
German Masonry a better
system than the one which was prevailing in the last quarter of the eighteenth
century.

him the

to introduce into

Zinnendorf, Rite of. The Bite
invented by Count Von Zinnendorf, and
fabricated out of imperfect copies of the
Swedish system, with additions from the
lUuminism of Avignon and the reveries of
Swedenborg. It consisted of seven degrees,
divided into three sections as follows

of every means for its advancement withI. Bhie Masonry.
out any reference to their want of firmness.
1. Apprentice.
Having induced the Prince of Hesse2. Fellow Craft.
Darmstadt to accept the Grand Mastership,
3. Master.
he succeeded, through his influence, in obII. Red Masonry.
taining the recognition and alliance of the
4. Scottish Apprentice and Fellow
Grand Lodge of England in 1773; but that
Craft.
body seven years after withdrew from the
5. Scottish Master.
connection. In 1774, Zinnendorf secured
III. Capitular Masonry.
the protectorship of the king of Prussia for
Thus patronized, the
6. Favorite of St. John.
his Grand Lodge.
7. Chapter of the Elect.
Grand Lodge of Germany rapidly extended its influence and increased in
It was practised by the Grand Lodge of
growth, so that in 1778 it had thirty-four
Lodges under its immediatejurisdiction, and Germany, which had been established by
provincial Lodges were established in Aus- Zinnendorf, and by the Lodges of its obe-

Pomerania, Lower Saxony,
Findel explains this great accession of strength by supposing that it
could only have been the consequence of
the ardent desire of the German Masons to
obtain the promised revelations of the high
degrees of the system of Zinnendorf.
In 1774, Zinnendorf had been elected
Grand Master, which office he held until
tria,

Silesia,

and Russia.

his death.

dience.

Zion. Mount Zion was the south-western of the three hills which constituted the
high table-land on which Jerusalem w^as
built.
It was the royal residence, and
hence it is often called " the city of David."
The name is sometimes used

as

synonymous

with Jerusalem.
Zizon. This is said, in one of the Ineffable degrees of the Scottish Rite, to be
the name of the balustrade before the Sanctum Sanctorum. There is no such word in
Hebrew, but it may be a corruption of the

But he had his difficulties to encounter.
In the Lodge "Eoyal York," at Berlin, he
found an active and powerful antagonist.
The Duke of Sudermania, Grand Master of Talmudic KPfi ^-"•^ which Buxtorf (Lex.
Sweden, in an official document issued in lalm.) defines as " a beam, a little beam, a
1777, declared that the Warrant wliich had small rafter."
been granted by Eckleff to Zinnendorf, and
Zodiac, Masonic. [Zodiaque Maqonon the strength of which he had founded his nique.) A series of twelve degrees, named
Grand Lodge, was spurious and unauthor- after the twelve signs of the Zodiac, the
ized; the Grand Lodge of Sweden pro- first being the Ram.
It was in the series
nounced him to be a fomenter of disturb- of the Metropolitan Chapter of France, and
ances and an insolent calumniator of the in the manuscript collection of Peuvret.
Swedish Grand Master, and in 1780 tlie
Zoroaster. More correctly, ZarathusGrand Lodge of England withdrew from fra. He was the legislator and prophet of
its alliance.
the ancient Bactrians, out of whose docBut Zinnendorf was undismayed. Hav- trines the modern religion of the Pai-sees
ing quit the service of the government in has been developed.
As to the age in
1779, he made a journey to Sweden in an which Zoroaster flourished, there have been
unsuccessful effort to secure all the documents connected with the Swedish system.
Eeturning hence, he continued to preside

the greatest discrepancies among the ancient authorities. The earliest of the Greek
writers who mentions his name is Xanthus

ZOROASTER
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of Lydia, and he places his era at about
600 years before the Trojan war, which
would be about 1800 years before Christ.
Aristotle and Eudoxus say that he lived
6000 years before Plato while Berosus, the
Babylonian historian, makes him a king
of Babylon, and the founder of a dynasty
which reigned over Babylon between 2200
and 2000 b. c. The Parsees are more moderate in their calculations, and say that
their prophet was a contemporary of Hystaspes, the father of Darius, and accordingly place his era at 550 b. c. Haug, however, in his Essays on the Sacred Language,
etc., of the Parsees, declares that this supposition is utterly groundless.
He thinks
that we can, under no circumstances, assign
him a later date than 1000 B. 0., and is not
even disinclined to place his era much earlier, and make him a contemporary of
Moses.
Bro. Albert Pike, who has devoted much
labor to the investigation of this confused
subject of the Zoroastrian era, says, in an
able article in Mackey's National Freemason,
;

(vol.

iii..

No.

3:)

" In the year 1903 before Alexander, or
2234 B. C, a Zarathustrian king of Media

conquered Babylon. The religion even
then had degenerated into Magism, and
was of unknown age. The unfortunate
theory that Vitaqpa, one of the most efficient allies of Zarathustra, was the father
of Darius Hystaspes, has long ago been set
at rest.
In the Chaldean lists of Berosus,
as found in the Armenian edition of Eusebius, the name Zoroaster appears as that of
the Median conqueror of Babylon but he
can only have received this title from being
a follower of Zarathustra and professing his
religion.
He was preceded by a series of
eighty-four Median kings; and the real
Zarathustra lived in Bactria long before
the tide of emigration had flowed thence
into Media.
Aristotle and Eudoxus, according to Pliny, place Zarathustra 6000
years before the death of Plato Hermippus,
5000 years before the Trojan war. Plato
died 848 b. c. so that the two dates substantially agree, making the date of Zarathustra's reign 6300 or 6350 B. C.
and I
have no doubt that this is not far from the
;

;

;

;

truth."

Bunsen, however, (God in History, vol.
b. iii., ch. vi., p. 276,) speaks of Zarathustra Spitama as living under the reign
of Vistaspa towards the year 3000 B. c,
certainly not later than towards 2500 B. C.
He calls him " one of the mightiest intellects and one of the greatest men of all
time;" and he says of him: "Accounted
by his contemporaries a blasphemer, atheist, and firebrand worthy of death
regarded
even by his own adherents, after some ceni.,

;

5P

58
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the founder of magic, by others
and deceiver, he was, nevertheless, recognized already by Hippocrates
as a great spiritual hero, and esteemed the
earliest sage of a primeval epoch
reaching
back to 5000 years before their date
by
turies, as

as a sorcerer

—

—

Eudoxus, Plato, and Aristotle."

The name of this great reformer is always
spelled in the Zendavesta as Zarathustra,
with which is often coupled i^itama ; this,

Haug

says, was the family name, while the
former was his surname, and hence both he
and Bunsen designate him as Zarathustra
Spitama. The Greeks corrupted Zarathustra into Zarastrades and Zoroastres, and the
Eomans into Zoroaster, by which name he
has always, until recently, been known to
Europeans. His home was in Bactria, an
ancient country of Asia between the Oxus
River on the north and the Caucasian range
of mountains on the south, and in the immediate vicinity, therefore, of the primal
seat of the Aryan race, one of whose first

emigrations, indeed, was into Bactria.
The religion of Zoroaster finds its origin
in a social, political, and religious schism
of the Bactrian Iranians from the primitive Aryans. These latter led a nomadic
and pastoral life in their native home, and
continued the same habits after their emiBut a portion of these tribes,
gration.
whom Haug calls "the proper Iranians,"
becoming weary of these wanderings, after
they had reached the highlands of Bactria
abandoned the pastoral and wandering life
of their ancestors, and directed their attention to agriculture. This political secession
was soon followed by wars, principally of a
predatory kind, waged, for the purpose of
booty, by the nomadic Aryans on the agricultural settlements of the Iranians, whose
rich fields were tempting objects to the
spoiler.
The political

estrangement was speedily
and naturally followed by a religious one.
It was at this time that Zoroaster appeared,
and, denouncing the nature-worship of the
old

Aryan

faith, established his spiritual

religion, in which, says Bunsen, " the antagonisms of light and darkness, of sun-

shine and storm, become transformed into
antagonisms of good and evil, of powers
exerting a beneficent or corrupting innuence
on the mind."
The doctrine of pure Zoroastrianism was
The Supreme Being was
monotheistic.
called Ahuramazda, and Haug says that
Zoroaster's conception of him was perfectly
identical with the Jewish notice of Jehovah.
He is called " the Creator of the earthly
and spiritual life, the Lord of the whole
universe, at whose hands are all the creaHe is wisdom and intellect; the
tures."
light itself, and the source of light; the

ZOROASTER
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rewarder of the virtuous and the punisher
of the wicked.
The dualistic doctrine of Ormuzd and
Ahrimanes, which has falsely heen attributed to Zoroaster, was in reality the development of a later corruption of the Zoroasteric
teaching. But the great reformer sought
to solve the puzzling question of the origin
of evil in the world, by supposing that there

thustra that the utterance of one of his
sacred names, of which he enumerates
twenty, is the best protection from evil.
Of these names, one is ahmi, " I am," and
another, ahmi yat ahmi, " I am who I am."
The reader will be reminded here of the
holy name in Exodus, Ehyeh asher Ehyeh,
or " I am that I am."
The doctrine of Zoroaster was not forever confined to Bactria, but passed over
into other countries; nor in the transmission did it fail to suffer some corruption.
From its original seat it spread into Media,
and under the name of Magism, or the doctrine of the Magavas, i. e., the mighty ones,
was incorporated at Babylon with the Chaldean philosophy, whence we find its traces
in the Babbinism and the Kabbalism of the
Hebrews. It was carried, too, into Persia,
where it has been developed into the modern and still existing sect of the Parsees,
of whom we now find two divisions, the
conservatives and liberals; the former cultivating the whole modified doctrine of Zoroaster, and the latter retaining much of the
doctrine, but rejecting to a very great extent the ceremonial ritual.
Zurthost. The name given by the
modern Parsees to Zarathustra or Zoroaster. They call him theirprophet, and their
religious sect the Zarthosti community.
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existed in Ahuramazda two spirits, inherent in his nature, the one positive and the
other negative. AH that was good was real,
existent; while the absence of that reality
was a non-existence or evil. Evil was the
absence of good as darkness was the absence
of light.
Zoroaster taught the idea of a future life
and the immortality of the soul. The doctrine of the resurrection is one of the principal dogmas of the Zendavesta.
He
also clearly inculcated the belief of a heaven
and a hell. The former called the house
of hymns, because the angels were supposed
to sing hymns there ; the latter the house
of destruction, and to it were relentlessly
consigned the poets and priests of the old

Aryan
The

religion.

doctrine of sacred names, so familiar
to the Hebrews, was also taught by Zoroaster.
In one of the Yashts, a portion of
the Zendavesta, Ahuramazda tells Zara-
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Admonition, 17.
Adonai, 17.
6.

45.

Ahriman,

Exemptus, 16.
Adhering Mason, 16.
Adjournment, 16.

6.

Cornelius, 43.

Ahabath Olam,

Adelph, 15.
Adept, 15.

Coronatus, 16.

4.

Abraham, 5.
Abraham, Antoine Firmin,
Absence,

14.

Henry

Agrippa,

Adarel, 14.
Addresses, Masonic, 14.

Adeptus Adoptatus,

Able, 4.
Ablution, 5.
Abnet, 5.
Aborigines, 6.
Abrao, 5.
Abracadabra, 5.

Abraxas,

14.

the, 16.

3.

Abif, 3.

Abiram,

13.

Adam, 13.
Adams, John Quincy,

1.

Abbreviations,

I)

1.

Adad,

Abaddon,
Abda,

Active Member, 13.
Actual Past Masters, 13.

1.

ii. Aaron's

54.

Alethophile, 55.

Alexander

55.

1.,

Alexandria, School

of, 55.

Alfader, 65.
Algabil, 56.
Alincourt, Franf ois d', 06.
Allegiance, 56.
Allegory, 56.
Allocution, 56.

•

Allowed, 56.
All-Seeing Eye, 57.
All-Souls' Day, 57.
Almanac, Masonic, 57.
Almighty, 57.
Almond-Tree, 57.
Almoner, 58.

Alms-Box,

58.

Almsgiving, 58.
Alnwick Manuscript, 58.
Al-om-Jah, 58.
Aloyau, Society de I', 58.

Alpha and Omega,

58.

Alphabet, Angels', 59.

Hebrew,

59.

Masonic. See Cipher, 59.
Samaritan, 59.
Alpina, 59.
Altar, 60.

Altenberg, Congress

of, 60.

Lodge at, 61.
Amaranth, 61.
Amar-jah, 61.

Amazons, Order

Amen, 61.
Amendment,

of, 61.

61.
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American Mysteries,

Ameth. See Eauih, 63.
Amethyst, 63.
Amicists, Order of, 63.

Antiquity, Lodge of, 76.
Manuscript, 76.
of Freemasonry, 77.
Anton, Dr. Carl Gottlob von, 7S.

Amis B6unis, Loge des, 63.
Ammon. See Amun, 63.
Ammonitish War,

63.

See Saint Amphibalus, 63.
Amulet. See Talisman, 63.

Amphibalus.

Amun,

63.

Anachronism,

Anagram,

64.

64.

Knight of the. See Knight
of the Anchor, 65.

Order of Knights and LaAncient and Accepted Rite. See
Scottish Rite, 65.

Craft Masonry, 65.

Ma-

and Accepted

sons, 65.
Masons, 65.
Reformed Rite, 68.
of Days, 68.

See

Ancients.

79.

Apocalypse, Masonry of the, 79.
Order of the, SO.
Apocalyptic Degrees, 80.
AporrhetBj SO.
Appeal, Right of, 81.

Appendant Orders,

Ma-

Ancient

Craft of St., 69.
Cross of St. See Cross, St.

Andrew's, 69.
Favorite of St., 69.
Grand Scotch Knight of.
See Knight of St. Andrew,
69.

Masonry,

69.

Mundi,

71.

Entered, SI.
Hermetic, S2.
S2.

Masoness, S2.
Mason ess, Egyptian, 82.
Mystic, S2.
of Paracel.sus, S2.
of the Egyptian Secrets, S2.
Philosopher, by the No. 3,

Hermetic, 83.
to the No. 9, 83.
Pillar.
See Prentice Pil-

Proceedings, 71.
Annuities, 71.
Anointing, 71.

Anonymous

Ansyreeh, 72.
Antediluvian Masonry,

Anthem,

and

7,

Grand, 86.
See

Anti-Masonie Books, 72.

91.

and

Knights
of, 92.

Perfect Initiates

Ask, Seek, Knock,

of, 92.

92.

of the Third Degree, 93.

86.

Grand
86.

93.

Assistance. See Aid and Assistance, 94.
Associates of the Temple, 94.
Association, 94.
Astra-a, 94.

Astronomy, 94.
Asylum, 94.
for Aged Freemasons,

94.

Atelier, 94.
Atheist, 95.

Athelstan, 95.
Atiiol Masons, 95.

Attendance.

See Absence, 95.
Attouohement, 95.
Attributes, 95.

Atwood, Henry C,
Atys, 95.
Auditor, 95.
Aufeeher, 96.
Augustine, St.

95.

See Saint Au-

giMine, 96.

Aum,

96.

Littie, 86.

Aumont,

of Solomon, 86.

Auserwahlter, 96.
Austin. See Saint Augvstine,96.

Perfect, 86.
72.

Brothers

Assembly,

Master Architect,

72.

Initiated

Assassins, 92.

Master.

Society, 72.

Ashmole, Elias,

Scottish, 83.

Theosophist, 83.

3, 5,

of,

Ascension Day, 90.
Ashe, D. D., Rev. Jonathan, 90.
Asher, Dr. Carl Wilhelm, 91.
Ashlar, 91,

Aspirant, 92.

Grand,

89.

Arts, 90.
Liberal. See Liberal Arts
aiui Sciences, 90.

lar 83.

tects, 86.

71.

Arkite Worship, 89.
Armenbiische, 89.

Asia,

83.

by

Annual Communication,

Mariittrs, 87.

Noah's, 87.
of the Covenant, 87.

Arrest of Charter, 90.
Arthusius, Gotthardus, 90.
Art, Royal. See £oyal Art, 90.

Architect, 86.
African. See African Archi-

Ordinis, 71.
Artnuaire, 71.

and Anchor. See Anchor
and Ark; 87.
and Dove, 87.
Mariners. See Soyal Ark

90.

Angel, 70.
Oman, 85.
Arbitration, 85.
Angelic Brothers, 70.
Angels' Alphabet. See Alpha- Arcana, 85.
bet, Angels', 70.
Areani Diseiplina, 85.
Angerona, 70.
.\^rch, Antiquity of, 85.
Angle, 70.
Cateniirian. See Catenarian
Angular Triad, 70.
Arch, 85.
Animal Worship, 70.
of Enoch, 85.
Annates Chronologiques, 71.
of Heaven, 85.
Originis Magni Galliarum
of Solomon, Royal, 85.
Orientis, etc., 71.
of Steel, 85.
Anniversary. See festivals, 71.
of Zerubbabel, Royal, 85.
Anno Depositionis, 71.
Royal. See Eoyal Arch, 85.
Hebraico, 71.
Arohceology, 85.
Inventionis, 71.
Archetype, 86.
Lucis, 71.

87.

Arras, Primordial Chapter

Apron, 83.
Araunah. See

70.

S7.

Arithmetic, 87.

Ark,

Prussian, 81.

Mason,

Andrew, Apprentice and Fellow

Ardarcl, 87.
Arelim, 87.

Perfect, SI.

Architect, 81.

Kabbalistic, 82.

Andrfi, Christopher, 69.

Archiviste, 87.

Armes, 89.
Armiger, 89.
Armory, 89.
Arms of Masonry,

York Masons, 68.
Anderson, James, 68.
Manuscript, 68.
Andrea, John valentine,

Androgynous Degrees,

SI.

Apprenti, 81.
Apprentice.
See Apprentice,
Entered, 81.

Ancient, The, 68.

69.

87.

Substitute, SS.

81.

Cohen, 81.
Egyptian, 81.

sons, 68.

Grand Guardian of the,
Keeper of the, S".

Areopagus,

78.

Lion, Knight of the.
See Knight of the Ape and
Lion, 79.

Apple-Tree Tavern,

dies of the, 65.

Free

Hieronymus,

Ape and

Aphanism,

63.

Ananiah, 64.
Anchor and Ark,

Architecture, 86.
Piece of, S7.
Archives, 87.

Anti-Masonic Party, 75.
Anti-Masonry, 76.
Autiu, Duke d', 76.
Antipodeans, 76.

62.

Rite, 63.

Perfect

96.

and Sublime Grand, Australasia,

86.

Architectonicus, 86.

96.

Austria, 96.
Authentic, 97.

INDEX.
Aathentioity of the Scriptures,

Behold Your Master,

Autopsy, 97.
Auxiliary Degrees, 97.

Belenus, 112.

Avenue, 97.
Avignon, Illuminati of, 97.
Avouchment. See Vouching, 97.
Award, 97.
Ayes and Noes, 97.
Aynou, 97.

Belief, Religious, 112.
Bells, 112.
Benac, 112.
Bendekar, 112.
Benedict XIV., 113.
Benediction, 113.
Beneficiary, 113.
Benefit Fund, 113.
Benevolence, 113.
Fund of, 113.
Bengabee, 113.
Bengal, 113.
Benjamin, 114.
Benkhurim, 114.
Benyah, 114.
Berith, 114.
Berlin, 114.
Bernard, David, 114.
Saint, 114.
Beryl, 114.

Azariah, 97.

BAAL,

98.
Babel, 98.
Babylon, 98.

Cross

of, 99.

Babylonish Captivity. See CapUvUy, 99.
Pass, 99.

Back, 99.
Bacon, Francis, 99.
Baculus, 100.

Baden, 101.
Badge, 101.
of a Mason, 102.
Koyal Arch, 102.
Bafomet. See Baphomet, 102.
Bag, 102.
Bagulkal, 102.
Bahrdt, Karl Fred., 102.
Baldachin, 102.
Baldrick, 102.

Baldwyu II., 102.
Encampment,

Belgium, 112.

Beyerle, Francois Louis de, 114.
Bezaleel, 114.
Bible, 114.
Bearer, 115.
Bibliography, 115.
Bielfeld, Jacob Frederick, 115.

Birkhead, Matthew, 115.
Black, 115.
Ball, 115.

102.

Balkis, 103.
Ballot, 103.

Box, 104.
Keeonsiderationofthe. See
Sec. of tlie Bal., 104.
Secrecy of the, 105.
Unanimity of the, 105.
Balsamo, Joseph. See Cagliostro, 105.

Baltimore Convention, 105.
Baluster, 106.
Balzac, Louis Charles, 106.
Banners, Eoyal Arch, 106.

Banquet.

112.

Bel, 112.

97.

Eed
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See Tdble-Lodge, 107.

Baphomet, 107.
Baptism, Masonic, 107.
Bard, 108.
Bastard, 108.
Barefeet. ^eeIHsca2ceaiion,W%.
Barruel, Abb6, 108.
Basket, 109.
Basle, Congress of, 109.
Baton, 109.
Bat Parliament, 109.
Bavaria, 109.
Bay Tree, 109.
Bazot, Etieune Franf ois, 110.
B. r>. S. P. H. G. F., 110.
Beadle, 110.
Beaton, Mrs., 110.
Beaucenifer, 110.
Beauchaine, 110.
Beauseant, 110.
Beauty, 111.
and Bands, 111.
Becker. See Johnson, 111.
Kndolph ZachariHs, 111.
B^darride, The Brothers, 111.
Beehive, 111.
Behavior, 111.

Black-board, 116.

Black Brothers, Order of the,116
Blazing Star, 116.
Order of the, 118.
Blessing. See Benediction, 118.

Bourn, 125.
Box-Master, 125.
Boys' School, 125.

Brahmanism, 125.
Brazen Serpent. See Serpent

and Gross, 126.
Knight of the. See Kmight
of the Brazen Serpent, 125
Brazil, 125.

Bread, Consecrated, 126.

Breadth of the Lodge. See Form
of the Lodge, 126.
Breast, 126.
Breastplate, 126.
Breast, The Faithful, 128.
Breast to Breast. See Five Points
of Fellowship, 128.

Brethren, 128.
of the Bridge. See Bridge
Builders, etc., 128.
of the Mystic Tie, 128.
Bridge Builders of the Middle
Ages, 128.
Brief, 130.
Bright, 130.

Broached Thurnel, 130.
Broken Column, 131.
Brother, 131.

Brotherhood, 131.
Brotherly Kiss. See Kiss, Fraternal, 131.

Love, 131.
Brothers of the Eosy Cross. See
Rosicrudans, 132.
Browne, John, 132.
Bru. See Vielle Bru, Rite of, 132.
Bruce, Eobert, 132.

Abraham Van,

Briin,

133.

Blind, 118.
Blindness, 118.

Brunswick, Congress

Blow, 118.

Buh

Blue, 119.
Blanket, 120.
Degrees, 120.

Buhie, Johann Gottlieb, 133.

Lodge, 120.
Masonry, 120.
Master, 120.
Board of General Purposes, 120.
of Belief. See Belief, Board
of, 120.

Boaz, 120.
Bode, Johann Joachim Christoph, 120.

Boeber, Johann, 121.
Boehmen, Jacob, 121.
Bohemann, Karl Adolf, 121.

Bohemia, 121.

Bombay, 121.
Bonaim, 121.
Bondman, 122.
Bone, 122.
Box, 122.
Bonneville, Chevalier de, 122.
Nicolas de, 122.

Book of Charges,

122.
of Constitutions, 122.
guarded by the Tiler's
Sword, 124.
of Gold, 124.

of the Law, 1 24.
Books, Anti-Masonic. See AntiMasonic Books, 125.
Border, Tesselated. See Tesselaied Border, lib.

Buenos Ayres,

of, 133.

133.

133.

Builder, 133.
Smitten. See Smitten Builder, 133.

Builders, Corporations
Stonemasons of the
Ages, 133.
Bui, 133.
Bull, Papal, 133.
Bulletin, 134.

Bunyan, John,

of.

Se",

Middle

134.

Burdens, Bearers

of, 134.

Burial, 134.

Burning Bush, 134.
Burnes, James, 135.
Burns, Robert, 135.
Business, 135.
Byblos, 135.

By-Laws,

135.

CABALA,

126.

Cabiric Mysteries, 136.

Cable Tow, 136.
Cable Tow's Length, 136.
Cabul, 136.
Cadet-Gassicourt, Charles Louis,
137.

Cadmillus, 137.
Caducous, 137.
Csementarius, 137.
Cagliostro, 138.

Cahier, 143.
Cairns, 143.
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Calcott,

WeUins,

Chair, 155.

143.

Calendar, 143.

Master in the, 155.

California, 144.
Calling Off, 144.
On, 145.

Oriental, 155.
Passing the, 155.

Chairman,

Calumny.

Chaldea, 155.

See Back, 145.

Calvary, 145.

Camp, 146.
Campe, Joachim Heinrich,

146.

Chaldeans or Chaldees, 156.
ChaUce, 156.
Chalk, Charcoal, and Clav, 156.

Chamber, Middle. See Middle
Chamber, 156.

Canada, 146.
Candidate, 146.
Candidates, Advancement

155.

of.

See AdvanceiTient, Hurried,

of Reflection, 156.
Chancellor, 156.

Grand,

146.

Candlestick, Golden, 146.

Canopy, 147.
Clouded, 147.

156.

Chaos, 156.
Disentangled, 156.

Chapeau, 156.

Canzler, Carl Christian, 147.
Cape-Stone, 147.
Capitular Degrees, 147.

Chapel, 157.
St. Mary's, 157.

Masonry, 148.
Captain Greneral, 148.
of the Guard, 148.

Chaplain, 157.
Grand, 157.

of the Host, 148.
Captivity, 148.
Carausius, 149.

Carbonarism, 149.
Carbuncle, 150.
Cardinal Points, 150.
Virtues, 150.
CarlUe, Eicnard, 150.
Carpet, 150.

Casmaran, 150.
Cassia, 150.
Castellan, 151.

Casting Voice or Vote, 151.
Catafalque, 151.
Catch Questions, 151.
Catechism, 151.
Catenarian Arch, 151.
Catharine II., 151.
Caution, 152.
Cavern, 152.
Cedai-s of Lebanon, 152.

Chapiter, 1S7.

Chicago, Congress of, 161.
Chief of the Tabernacle, 161.
of the Twelve Tribes, 161.
Chiefe of Masonry, 161.

ChUi, 161.
China, 161.
Chinese Secret Societies, 162.
Chisel, 162.
Chivalry, 162.
Christ, Order of, 162.
Christianization of Freemasonry, 162.
Church, Freemasons of the, 163.
Cipher Writing, 163.
Circle, 165.
Circular Temples, 165.
Circumambulation, Kite of, 165.
Circumspection, 166.
City of David, 166.
ofthe Great King, 166.
Civilization and Freemasonry,
166.

Clandestine, 167.

Chapter,- 157.

General Grand.

See Gen-

Grand Chapter, 157.
Grand. See Grand Chapter,
eral
157.

Mason, 157.
Masonry, 157.
Eose Croix.
See Rose
Croix, Prince of, 157.
Royal Arch, 157.

Lodge, 167.
Mason, 167.
Clare, Martin, 167.
Classification of Masons, 167.

Clay Ground, 167.
Clean Hands. 168.
Cleave, 168.

ofthe Eocks,
Clement XII., 16S.
Clefts

168.

Observance,

Chapters, Irish.
See Insh
Chapters, 157.
Characteristic Name. See Order Name, 157.
Charcoal. See Chalk, etc., 157.

Clerks

Charge, 157.
Charges, 157.
of 1722, 158.

Clinton, De Witt, 169.
Closing, 169.
Clothed, 170.
Clothing the Lodge, 170.

Charity, 158.

of

Strict

168.

Clermont, Chapter

of,

169.

CoUege of, 169.
Count of, 169.

Clouded Canopy.

Celebration, 153.

Charlatan, 159.

See Canopy,
Clouded, 170.
Cloud, Pillar of. See Pillar of
Fire and Cloud, 170.

Celestial Alphabet. See Alphabet of Angels, 153.
Celtic Mysteries. See Druidism,
153.
Celts, 153.
Cement, 153.
Cemeteries, Masonic, 153.
Censer, 153.
Censor, 153.
Censure, 153.
Centaine, Order of, 153.
Centennial, 154.
Centralists, 154.
Central Point. See Point within a Circle, 154.
Centre, Opening on the, 154.
Cephas, 154.
Ceremonies, 154.

Charlemagne, 159.

Cloudy, 170.

Charles Martel, 159.

Clubs, 170.

Master

See Master of
Ceremonies, 154.
of.

Committee. See Committee
on Charity, 158.

Fund,

I.

and

158.

Coat ofthe Tiler, 170.

II., 159.

XIII., 159.

Order

of,

159.

Charleston, 159.

Charms, Magical.

See Talis-

man,

159.
Chart, 159.
Charter, 159.

Coetus, 171.
Coffin, 171.
Cohen, 171.

Chartered Lodge, 160.
Charter Member, 160.
of Cologne.
See Cologne,
Charter of^ 160.
of Transmission. See Trans-

Cohens, Elected. See Pascal is,
Martin, 171.
Cole, Benjamin, 171.
Manuscript, 171.
Samuel, 171.

missi-on, Cliarter of, 160.

Chasidim, 160.
Chastanier, Benedict, 160.
Chastity, 160.

Chasuble, 160.

Cerneau, Joseph, 154.

Checkered Floor.
Pavement, 160.

Certificate, 154.

Chef-d'oeuvre, 160.

Chaillou de JoinviUe, 155.
Chain, Mystic, 155.
of Flowers, 155.
of Union. See Chain, Mys-

Chereau, Antoine Guilliaume,

Ceres, 154.

tic,

155.

Triangular, 155.

Coehleus, 170.
Cock, 170.
Cockade, 171.
Cockle Shell, 171.

160.

Cherubim,

161.

Chesed, 161.
Chevalier, 161.

Chibbelum,

161.

See Mosaic

Collar, 171.
Colleges, Masonic, 172.
Collegia Artificura, 172.
Collegium, 172.
Cologne, Cathedral of, 172.
Charter of, 173.
Congress of, 174.
Colonial I.rfidges, 174.
Colorado, 174.
Colors, Symbolism of, 174.
Columbia, British, 174.
District of, 175.
Column, 175.
Combination of Masons, 175.

INDEX.
Commander,

175.

Grand.
See Grand Commander, 175.
in-Chief, 175.
175.
Grand, 176.
Committee, 176.
General, 176.
of Charity, 176.
of Finance, 176.

Commandery,

Corinthian Order, 186.
Corner, North-East. See NorthEast Comer, 186.
Stone, Symbolism of the,
186.

Corn of Nourishment, 187.
Wine, and Oil, 187.

187.

Corresponding Grand Secretary,

176.

Private, 178.

See Report of a
Committee, 178.
Common Gavel. See Gavel, 178.
Communication, 178.
Grand, 178.
of Degrees, 178.
Quarterly, 179.
Communion of the Brethren.
See Bread, Consecrated, 179.

Como, 179.
Compagnon, 179.
Compagnonage, 179.
Compagnons de la Tour,
Companion, 181.

181.

of, 187.

See

Cubit, 199.
Culdees, 199.

Grand. See Grand Council,

Cunning, 199.

188.

of Knights of the Red Cross,
188.

of Boyal and Select Masters,
of Royal Masters, 188.
of Select Masters, 188.
of the Trinity, 188.

See

Conference Lodges, 182.
Conferring Degrees, 182.
Confusion of Tongues, 182.
Congregations, 182.
Congresses, Masonic, 182.
Consecration, 182.

Cowan,

182.

servators, 183.

Consistory, 183.

See Grand Con-

sistory, 183.

Constable, Grand, 183.
Constantino. See Red Cross of
Rome and Constantine, 183.
Constituted Legally, 183.
Constitution of a Lodge, 183.
Constitutions of 1762, 183.
of 1786, 184.
Old. See Records, Old, 185.
Secret.
See Secret Constitutions, 18S.
est, 185.

Contemplative, 185.
Continental Lodges, 185.

Contumacy,

185.

Convention, 185.
Night, 185.
Conversation, 185.
Convocation, 185.
Grand, 185.
Cooke's Manuscript, 185.
Cope-Stone. SeeCopc-jS<ome, 186.
Cord, Hindu Sacred. See Zennaar, 186.
Silver. See Silver Cord, 186.
Threefold.
See Threefold
Cord, 186.
Cordon, 186.

Cup of Bitterness, 200.
Curetes, 200.
Curiositv, 200.
Curious," 200.
Customs, Ancient. See Usages,
in

Addendum.

Cynocephalus, 200.
Cyrus, 200.

Supreme

Council, 188.
Courtesy, 188.
Coustos, John, 188.

Couvreur, 190.
Couvrir le Temple, 190.
Covenant of Masonry, 190.
Covering of the Lodge, 191.

Conservators of Masonry, 182.
Grand. See Grand Con-

Cteis, 199.

Cubical Stone, 199.

181.
Conclave, 181.
Concordisls, 181.
Confederacies, 182.

Consummatum

Crypt, 199.
Cryptic Degrees, 199.

Chamber, 188.

Supreme.

Aphamism,

Grand.

Crucefix, Robert T., 197.

Masonry, 199.

Corybantes, Mysteries
Cosmopolite, 188.
Council, 188.

188.

Compasses, 181.
Composite, 181.
Concealment of the Body.

of,

Princesses of the, 197.

Crowned Martyrs. See Four
Crowned Martyrs, 197.
Crowning of Masonry, 197.

187.

of.

Elements

Crown, Knightof the. SeeKnir/ht
of the Oroum, 197.

Cornucopia, 187.
Crucifix, 198.
Correspondence. See Committee Crusades, 198.
on Foreign Correspondence, Crux Ansata, 198.

on Foreign Correspondence,

Report
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191.
Craft, 192.
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COSTA HYPPOLITO,

Jose, 200.
Daduehos, 201.
Dagger, 201.
Dais, 201.
Dalcho, M.D., Fred., 201.
Damascus, 202.
Dame, 202.
Dames of Mt. Tabor, 202.

the Order of
Masonry, Ancient.
See
Ancient Craft Masonry, Damoisel, 202.
Dan,
202.
192.
Danger, 202.
Crafted, 192.
Dannebrog, 203.
Craftsman, 192.

St.

John, 202.

Dantzic, 203.
Darius, 203.

Create, 192.
Creation, 192.

A

Mason's, 192.
Creed,
Creuzer, Georg Fred., 193.
Crimes, Masonic, 193.

Cromlech, 193.
Cromwell, 193.

Darkness, 203.
Darmstadt, Grand Lodge of, 203.
D'Assigny, Doctor Fifield, 203.
Dates, Masonic. See Calendar,
204.

Dathan, 204.
See MaSee Cross, Patri- Daughter, Mason's.
son's Wife and Daughter,
archal, 195.
204.'
Jerusalem, 195.
of a Mason, 204.
Maltese, 195.
of Constantine. See Laba- David, 204.
Shield of. See Shield of
rum, 195.
David, 204.
of Salem, 195.
Dazard, Michel Franfois, 204.
Passion, 195.
Deacon, 204.
Patriarchal, 195.
Deacon's Bod. See Rod, DeaSt. Andrew's, 196.
con's, 204.
Tau, 196.
Deaf and Dumb, 204.
Templar, 196.
Death, 205.
Teutonic, 196.
of the Mysteries, 205.
Thrice Illustrious Order of
Debate, 205.
the, 196.
Triple. See Cross of Salem, Decalogue, 205.

Cross, 194.

Double.

'

196.

Cross-Bearing Men, 196.
Crossing thc'River, 196.
Cross,

Jeremy

L., 196.

Cross-legged Knights, 197.

Masons, 197.

Decius, 206.
Declaration of Candidates, 206.
the Master, 206.
Decorations, 206.
Dedication of a lodge, 206.
the Temple, 209.

See Back, 210.

Crotona, 197.

Defamation.

Crow, 197.
Crown, 197.

Definition of Freemasonry, 210.
Deformity, 210.
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Director of Ceremonies, Grand,
223.
Ancient Craft. SeeAncitmt
Directory, 223.
Craft Masonry, 211.
Roman Helvetic, 223.
Androgynous, 211.
See Apoca- Discalceation, Rite of. 223.
Apocalyptic.
bee DisciDisciplina Arcani.
lyptic Degrees, 211.
pline of the Secret, 224.
High. See Sautes Grades,

Degrees, 210.

211.

See Hcnuyrary

Honorary.

Degrees, 211.

See

Ineifable.

Ineffable

Degrees, 211.
of Chivalry, 211.
of Knowledge, 211.
Philosophical. See Philosophical Degrees, 211.

Symbolic.

Symbolic

See

Degrees, 211.

Deism, 211.
Deity. See Grand Architect of
the Universe, 212.

Delalaude, Charles Florent Jacques, 212.

Joseph

JSrSme Frangois,

2lL'.

Delaunay, Franjois H. Stanislaus, 212.

Delaware, 212.
Delegates, 212.
Delta, 212.

Demeter, 212.
Demit, 212.

Denmark,

212.

Deposite, 213.

Year

of.

See

Anno Depo-

sitionis, 213.

Depth of the Lodge,

213.

Iiodge, 214.
Master, 214.

ry, 229.

Dresden, Congress of, 230.
Dress of a Mason. See Clothed,
230.

Drop Cloth,

214.

Charles,

216.

Design of Freemasonry, 217.
Destrnctiou of the Temple,
217.

Detached Degrees, 217.
Deuchar Charters, 217.
Deus Meumque Jus, 218.
Development, 218.
Device, 218.
Devoir, 219.
of a Knight, 219.
Devotions, 219.
Dialectics, 219.
Diamond, 219.
Dieseal, 219.
Dieu et mou Droit. See
Mewmque Jus, 219.
le Veut, 219.
Dignitaries, 219.

Dimit, 219.
Diocesan, 222.

Dionysian Architects, 222.
Mysteries, 222.

Dispensations of Religion, 226.
Dispei-sion of Mankind, 227.
Disputes, 228.
Distinctive Title, 228.
See Sign of
Distress, Sign of.
Distress, 228.
District Deputy Grand Master,
228.
Grand Lodges, 228.
Documents, Three Oldest. See
Krause, 228.
Dog, 228.
Dolmen, 228.
Dominican Republic, 228.
Donats, 228.
Door, 228.
Doric Order, 228.
Dormant Lodge, 229.
Dormer, 229.
Dotage, 229.
Double Cube, 229.

Heinrich
Draeseke, Johann
Bernhardt, 229.
Drake, M. D., Francis, 229.
Dramatic Literature of Mason-

Dermott, Laurence, 214.
Derwentwater, 214.
Desaguliers, John Theophilus,

Dionysus, 223.
Diploma, 223.

Lodges under. See Lodges
under Dispensation, 226.

Dove, 229.

Master, 213.

Des Etangs, Nicholas

See

See Eagle,
Douhle-Headed, 229.

Deputy, 213.

230.

Druidical Mysteries, 230.
Druses, 231.

Duad,

231.

Dualism, 231.

Dub,

232.

Due East and West,

232.

Examination, 232.

Form

232.
Guard, 232.
Duelling, 232.
Dues, 232.
Dumbness, 232.
Dummy, 232.

Dunckerley, Thomas, 232.
Dupaty, Louis Emanuel Charles
Mercier, 235.

Deus Duty,

gle, 237.

Knight of the Gold. See
Knight of the Gold Eagle, 237.

Headed Eagle.

213.

Deputation, 213.
Depute Grand Master, 213.

Grand Chapter,

Discipline, 224.
of the Secret, 224.
Discovery of the Body.
Euresis, 226.
Year of the, 226.
Dispensation, 226.

See Knight of the American Eagle, 237.
Eagle, Knight of the Black. See
Knight of tlie Black Ea-

Knightof the Prussian. See
Knight of the Prussian
Eagle, 237.

Knight of the Red. See
Knight of the Red Eagle,
237.

Knight of the White and
Black. See Kn ight of the
White amdBlackEagle,237

Knight of the Two
See Knight of the
Two Orovmed Eagles, 237.
Ear of Corn, 237.
Eagles,

Crowned.

the Listening, 237.

Earthen Pan, 237.
East, 237.

and West, Knight of the.
See Knight of the East

and

of the East, 238.
Easter, 238.
Monday, 238.

Eastern Star, Order of the, 238.
East Port, 238.
Eavesdropper, 238.
Ebony Box, 238.
Eclectic Masonry, 238.
Rite, 239.
Union, 239.
Ecossais, 239.
Architect, Perfect, 239.
English, 239.
Faithful, 239.

French, 239.
Grand, 240.
Architect, 240.
Master, 240.
Knight, 240.
Master, 240.
Novice, 240.

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

235.

of

EAGLE,

235.

and Pelican, Knight of the.
See Knight of the Eagle
and Pelican, 236.
Double-Headed, 236.
Knight of the. See Knight
of the Eagle, 237.

West, 238.

Grand, 238.
See India.
Knight of the. See Knight
Indies.

Clermont, 240.
England, 240.
Franville, 240.
Hiram, 240.

Messina, 240.
Montpellier, 240.
Naples, 240.
Perfection, 240.
Prussia, 240.
St. Andrew, 240.
St. George, 240.
the Forty, 240.
the Lodge of Prince Edward, 240.

the

James

Sacred

Vault of

VI., 240.

of the Three J. J. J., 240.
of Toulouse, 240.
of the Triple Triangle, 240.
Parisian, 240.
Perfect, 240.

Ecossism, 240.

Knight of the American. Ecuador,

240.

.

INDEX.
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Eminent, 251.
Emperor of Lebanon, 251
Emperors of the East and West,

Edicts, 241.

Edinbui^h, 241.
Congress of, 241.
251.
Edwin, 241.
Emunah, 252.
Egg, Mundane, 241.
Encampment, 252.
Eglinton Manuscript, 242.
General Grand, 252.
Egyptian Masonry. See CagliGrand, 252.
oslro, 242.

243.

Eheyeh asher Elieyeh,

244.

Eight, 245.
Eighty-One, 245.

Elchanan, 245.
Elders, 245.
Elect. See Elu, 245.
Brother, 245.

Expositions, 269.

of,

257.

Entick, John, 257.

Litfle English, 245.
Master, 245.
of Fifteen, 245.
of London, 245.
of Nine, 246.
of Nine and Fifteen, 246.
of Perignan, 246.
of the
Jerusalem, 246.
of the Twelve Tribes, 246.
of Truth, Rite of, 246.

New

of Twelve. SeeKnightJESect
of Twelve, 246.
Perfect, 246.

and

Sublime Mason.
See Perfection, De-

gree of, 246.
Philosopher, 246.
Secret, Severe Inspector, 246
Sovereign, 246.

Expulsion, 270.

Extended Wings of the Cherubim, 271.
Extent of the Lodge, 271.
External Qualifications, 271.
Extinct Lodge, 271.
Extra Communication, 271.
See Points Extraneous, 271.

Entombment,

257.

Entrance, joints of.
of Entrance, 257.
Shock of. See Shock of En-

Equilateral Triangle.

Supreme, 246.

Ernest and Falk, 260.

Eleham.

Erwin von Steinbach,

Elements, 246.
Elephanta, 247.
Eleusiuian Mysteries, 247.
Eleven, 249.

See

Qualificaiions of Candidates,
249.
EUhoreph, 249.
Elizabeth of England, 249.
of Portugal, 249.
Elohim, 249.
Eloquence of Masonry, 249.
Elu, 250.
Elul, 250.
Elus, 250.
Emanation, 250.
250.
250.
Emblem, 250.
Emerald, 251.
Emergency, 251.

Meeting, sSl.
Emeritus, 251.

Emeth,

251.

5Q

272.

Raymond,

See Tri-

272.

Visitors, 267.

Excavations, 267.
Excellent, 267.

Masons, 267.

272.

Fasces, 272.

Favorite Brother of St. Andrew,
272.

John, 272.
Feast, 272.
Feasts of the Order, 272.
Feeling, 272.
Fees of Honor, 272.
Felicity, Order of, 272.
Feld Loge, 273.
FeUow, 273.
Craft, 273.
Perfect Architect, 273.
St.

John

Fellowship, Five Points of. See
Points of Fellowship, 273.

Female Masonry. SeeAAoption,
Rite of, 273.
Masons, 273.
Fendeurs, 273.
Ferdinand lY., 274.
the

Evergreen, 266.
Exalted, 266.
Examination of Candidates, 266.
the Ballot-Box, 267.
251.

Faith, 272.
See Breast,
Faithful Breast.
the Faithful, Til.
Fall of Water. See Waterfall,

Family Lodge,

260.
Esoteric Masonry, 260.
Essenes, 260.
Esther 263.
Eternal Life, 264.
Eternity, 264.
Ethics of Freemasonry, 264.
Ethiopia, 265.
Etymology, 265.
Euclid, 265.
Legend of, 265.
Eulogy, 266.
Eumolpus, 266.
Eunuch, 266.
Euphrates, 266.
Euresis, 266.

See St.
Evangelist.
Evangelist, 266.

Bernard

272.

Faculty of Abrac, 272.

Erica, 259.

See Elchanan, 246.

See Temple

F.-.,
Fabr6 - Palaprat,

angle, 259.
Equity, 259.

Election of Officers, 246.
Elective Officers, 246.

Extrusion, 271.
Eye. See All-Seeing Eye, 271.
Ezekiel, Temple of.
of EzeHel, 271.
Ezel, 271.
Ezra, 271.

trance, 257.
Envy, 257.
Eons, 257.
Rite of the, 257.
Ephod, 257.
Ephraimites, 257.
Epoch, 258.
Epopt, 258.
Equality, 258.
Equerry, 258.
Eques, 258.
Professus, 259.

Equivocation, 259.
Eranoi, 259.

Sublime, 246.

Emanuel,
Embassy,

269.
Exoteric, 269.

Apprentice. See Apprentice,

245.

Grand, 245.
Lady, Sublime, 245.

Eligibility for Initiation.

Exclusion, 268.
Exclusiveness of Masonry, 268.
Excuse, 269.
Executive Powers of a Grand
Lodge. See Grand Zodge,269.
Exemplification of the Work,

Expert, 269.

Brother, 256.

Cohens, Order of. See Paschalis, Martin, 245.

See Very Excellent,

268.

famille, 252.
England, 252.
Englet, 254.
Engrave, 254.
Enlightened, 254.

256.
Rite of, 256.
En Soph, 257.
Entered, 257.

See Super Excel-

lent, 268.

Very.

En

Legend

See Bight Excel-

lerU, 268.

Super.

Enlightenment, Shock of. See
Shock of Enlightejiment, 254.
Enoch, 254.

El, 245.

Emergent Lodge,

267.

Right.

Encyclical, 252.

Mysteiies, 242.
Priests, Initiations of the,

Commander,

Excellent Master, 267.
Most. See Most Excellent,

VI., 274.
VII., 274.

Fervency, 274.
Fessler, Ignaz Anrelius, 274.
Rite of, 275.
Festivals, 276.

See Fides, 276.
Fides, 276.
Fiducial Sign, 276.
Fifteen, 276.
FideUty.
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Finances, 277.
Finch, William, 277.
Fines, 277.
Fire, 277.
Philosophers.

French, Benjamin Brown, 208.
Kite, 299.

See Tlifoso-

Kllars

of.
See Pillars of
Fire. 277.
Purification by. See Pur ification by t'ire, 277.
"Worship, 277.
Fish, 27S.
Five, 278.
Pointed Star, 278.
Points of Fellowship. See
Points of Fellowship, 279.
Senses, 279.
Fixed Lights, 279.

Flaming Sword,

Frelmaurerei, 298.

279.

Friendly SocieUes, 299.
Friend of St. John, 299.
Truth, 299.
Friendship, 299.
Fund of Benevolence, 299.
Funds of the Lodge, 300.
Funeral Bites. See Burial, 300.
Furlac, 300.
Furniture of a Lodge, 300.

Galahad, 303.

Formula, 2S2.
Fortitude, 282.

Forty-Seventh Problem, 283.
Foul, 284.
Foundation-Stone, 284.
of.
See Stone of Foundation, 284.

Fountain, 284.
Four, 284.
Crowned Martyrs, 284.
Fourfold Cord, 287.
Fourteen, 288.
France, 288.
Francis II., 290.

Francken, Henry A., 290.
Franc-MajonFranc-Mafon,
nerie, 290.

Frankfort-on-the-Main, 290.
Franldin, Benjamin, 290.
Frater, 291.
Fraternally, 291.
Fraternity, 291.
Fraternize, 291.
Frederick of Nassau, 291.
the Great, 291.

William

III., 294.

Free, 294.
and Accepted, 294.
Born, 294.

Freedom, 295.
Fervency, and Zeal, 295.
Freeman, 295.
Freemason, 295.
Freemasonry, History of, 296.
Freemasons of the Church, 297.
Free- Will and Accord, 298.
Freimaurer, 298.

319.

of the Eastern

Flooring, 279.
Florida, 279.
Fludd, Robert, 2S0.
Folkes, Martin, 2S0.
Fool, 281.
Footstone, 281.
Foot to Foot, 2S1.
Fords of the Jordan, 2S1.
Foreign Country, 2S1.
Foresters' Degrees, 2S1.
Forest of Lebanon. See Lebanon, 281.
Forfeiture of Charter, 281.
281.

Commander,

Gabor, 303.
Gaedicke,

31S.

of the Universe, 318.
Chapter, 318.

vX, Gabaon, 302.
Gabaonne, 303.
Gabriel, 303.

of the Lodge, 2S2.

Constitutions, 318.
Mysteries.
See Scandinavian Mysteries, 318.
Gourgas, John Jiunes Joseph,
318

Grammar, 318.
Grand Architect,

300.

Floats, 279.
Floor, 279.
Cloth, 279.

Form,

Shepherd, 317.
Sign of the, 317.
Goose and Gridiron, 317.
Gormogons, 317.
Gothic Architecture, 317.

Grades, 318.

Fustier, 300.
Future Life, 300

n

Golgotha, 316.
Good Samaritan, 316.

Star,

319.

Johann

Christian,

303.
G.-. A.-. O.-. T.-. U.-., 303.

Garinous, 303.

Conclave, 319.
Conservators, 319.
Consistory, 319.
Council, 319.
East, 319.

Gassicourt, Cadet de, 303.
Gaston, John, 3U3.
Gates of the Temple, 303.
Gauntlets, 303.

Encampment. See Encamp-

Gauge. See Twenty-four Inch
Gauge, 303.

Inspector, Inquisitor

Gavel, 303.
Gehal, 304.
Gedaliali, 304.

Gemara.

See Talmud, 304.
General Assembly. See Assem-

ment, Grand, 319.

High

Com-

mander, 319.
Lodge, 319.
Manuscript, 321.
Master, 321.
Architect, 321.

Mason.

321.

of all Symbolic Lodges,

bly, 304.

Grand Chapter, 304.
High Priest, 305.
Lodge, 305.
Greneralissimo, 308.

Gentleman Mason,

308.

Genuflection, 308.

Geometrical Master Mason, 309.
Geometric Points, 309.
Geometry, 309.
Georgia, 309.

German Union

Priest, 319.

Inquiring Commander, 319.

of

Two and

Twenty, 309.
Germany, 309.
Ghiblim, 310.
Gibalim, 310.
Giblim, 310.
Gilds, 310.
Gilkes, Peter WiUiam, 312.
Girdle, 312.
Glaire, Peter Maurice, 312.
Gleason, Beiijamiu, 312.
Globe, 312.
Glory, Symbol of, 313.
Gloves, 313.
Gnostics, 314.
Goat, Riding the, 315.
God, 315.
Godfather, 316.

Goethe, John Wolfgang von, 316
Golden Candlestick, 316.

321.

of Light, 321.
Offerings, 321.
Officers, 321.
Orient, 322.
Pontiff, 322.
Principals, 322.
Prior, 322.
Secretary, 322.
Stewards, 322.
Lodge, 322.
Tiler, 322.
Treasurer, 322.
Wardens, 323.
Grasse Tilly, Alexandre Franjois Auguste Comte de, 323.
Grave, 323.
Greater Lights. Sea Lights, Symbolic, 324.
Greece, 324.
Mysteries in, 324.
Green, 324.
Greeting, 324.
Gregorians, 324.

Greniemanu, Ludwig, 325.
Grip, 325.

Groton, 325.

Ground-Floor of the Lodge, 325.
King Solomon's Temple,
325.

Due Guard,

Fleece, 316.

Guard.

Key, Knight of the. See
Knight of the Golden Key,

of the Conclave. See Knight
of the Christian Mark,S25.
Guards, 325.
Guerrier de Duma.st, 325.

316.

Lance, Knight of the. See
Knight of the Golden
Lance, 316.

See

Gugomos, Baron Von,
Guibbs, 326.

825.

325.

INDEX.
Guillemain de

St. Victor, Louis,

326.

Gustavus IV., 326.
Guttural Point of Entrance, 326.
Gymnosophist, 326.

326.

327.
Hail or Hale, 327.
Hall Committee, 327.
Masonic, 327.
Hamburg, 330.
Hand, 330.
Left. See Xf/i! Sand, 331.
Eight. See Bight Sand, 331.
to Back.
See Points of
Fellowship, 331.
to Hand.
See Points of
Fellowship, 331.
Hanover, 331.
Haram, Grand, 331.
Hardie, James, 331.
Harleian Manuscript, 331.
Harmony, 332.

See Mesmeric

Masonry, 332.

332.

Hnram,

Thaddeus Mason, 333,
Hasidim, Sovereign Prince, 333.
Hat, 333.
Haupt-Hutte, 333.
333.

Heal, 334.
Hearing, 334.
Heart, 334.
of Hiram Abif, 334.
Hecart, Gabriel Antoine Joseph,
334.

Height of the Lodge, 334.

Heldmann, Dr. Friedrich,

334.

Helmet, 334.
Helmets, to Deposit, 335.
to Eecover, 335.

Aid and

Assistance,

335.

Hemmiijg, D. D., Samuel, 335.
Henrietta Maria, 335.
Henry VI., 335.

Heredom, 335.
Hermaimes, 336.
Hermaphrodite, 336.
Hermes, 336.
Hermetic Art, 336.

Holland. See JVeiAerZamds, 347.
Holy Ghost, Knight of the.
See Knight of the Holy

Impostors, 361.

In Activity, 362.
Inauguration, 362.
Incense, 362.

Sepulchre, Knight of the.
See Knight of the Holy
Sepulchre, 348.

Indented Tarsel, 363.

Inchoate Lodges, 362.
Incommunicable, 362.
Incorporation, 362.
Indefeasible, 363.
Indelibility, 363.

348.

Masons, 348.
348.
Thirty-thirds, 349.
Honors, Grand, 349.
Hoodwmk, 350.
Hope, 350.
Manuscript, 350.
Horn of Plenty, 350.
Horns of the Altar, 350.
Hoschea, 350.
Hospitality, 350.

Hospitaller, Knight. See Knight
Hospitaller, 350.
Hospitallers of Jerusalem, 351.
Host, Captain of the. See Gaptain of the Host, 351.
Hour-Glass, 351.
Hours, Masonic, 351.
of Initiation, 351.
go Squares ? 351.
H.-. E.-. D.-. M.-., 351.
Hu, 351.
Humility, 352.
Hund, Baron Von, 352.
Hungary, 355.
Hutchinson, William, 355.
Hutte, 357.
Huzza, 357.

How

Igne

337.

360.

Ghost, 347.
Ground, 347.
Lodge, 347.
Name, 347.
of Holies, 347.
Place, 348.

Hexagon,

Highest of Hills, 337.

Elect of the Fifteen, 360.
Imitative Societies, 360.

Immortality of the Soul, 361.
Immovable Jewels. See Jewels
of a Lodge, 361.
Implements, 361.

H.-. K.-. T.-., 346.
Ho-hi, 346.
Holiness to the Lord, 347.

Idaho, 358.

Hierophant, 337.

Illustrious, 360.

Immanuel,

Abif, 346.

Hirschau, Wilhelm von, 346.

Heroden, 336.
Heroine of Jericho, 336.
Hesed, 337.
Hieroglyphics, 337.
Hierogrammatists, 337.

See Avignon,

of Stockholm, 360.
Illuminism, 360.

342.

Hiramites, 345.
Hiram, King of Tyre, 345.
the Builder.
See Hiram

Kite, 336.
T A. A. T., 357.
1. I Am that I Am,
Herodem. See Heredom, 336.
Eoyal Order of. See Royal latric Masonry, 357.
Iconology, 358.
Order of Scotland, 336.

337.

Illuminati, 359.
of Bavaria, 359.

of Avignon.

341.

Members,

Harris,

High Degrees,

of,

360.

Honorary Degrees,
of,

Prince of, 333.
Harpocrates, 333.

See

Illuminated Theosophists, 359.

Twelve, 341.
Hindustan, Mysteries

Honorable, 348.
Honorarium, 348.

Harnouester, 332.

Harodim, 332.
Grand Chapter

Help.

Illinois, 358.
Illiteracy, 359.

or

Hah,

Hautes Grades,

338.
Priest, 338.

Priesthood, Order of, 338.
Priest of the Jews, 340.

342.
Abif, 342.

Hagar, 326.
Haggai, 326.
Hague, Tlie, 327.

Universal.

High Grades,

Hiram,

A.-. B.-., 326.

H.-.Hadeeses,
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Lodge of. See Lodge of Instruction, 367.
Instructive Tongue. See Tongue,

357.

the Instructive, 367.

Instrumental Masonry, 367.

Idiot, 358.
Idolatry, 358.

Natura

tegra, 358.
Ignorance, 358.
Ih-Ho, 358.
I. H. S., 358.
Ijar, 358.

Tessel, 363.
India, 363.
Indiana, 363.
IndifFerents, 363.
Induction, 363.
Inductor, 363.
Industry, 364.
Ineffable Degrees, 364.
Name, 364.
Ineligible, 364.
Information, Lawful, 364.
Inherent Eights of a Grand
Master, 364.
In Hoc Signo Vinces, 365.
Initiate, 365.
Initiated Knight and Brother
of Asia, 365.
Initiate in the Egyptian Secrets,
365.
in the Mysteries, 365.
in the Profound Mysteries,
365.
Initiation, 365.
In Memoriam, 365.
Inner Guard, 365.
Innovations, 365.
I.-. N.-. E.-. I.-., 366.
Insignia. See Jewels of Office,
367.
Inspector. See Sovereign Grand
Inspector General, 367.
Installation, 367.
Installed Masters, Board of, 367.
Installing Officer, 367.
Instruction, 367.

Integrity, 367.

Eenovatur

In-

Intemperance, 368.
Intendant of the Building, 368.
Intention, 368.
Internal Preparation. See Prep-

aration ofCandidatsSjSSS
Qualifications, 368.
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Intimate Initiate, 368.
Secretary,

3llS.

Introductor and Introductress,

John the Baptist. See Saint Knight Commander of theWhite
and Black Eagle, 405.
John the Baptist, 385.
the Evangelist.

John

See Saint

the Bvangeiist, 385.
Jones, Inigo, 385.
Stephen, 3S5.
Joppa, 386.
Jordan, 386.
Charles Stephen, 386.
Fords of the, 386.
Joseph II., 386.
.losephus, Flavius, 386.
Joshua, 386.
Journey, 387.
Journeyman, 3S7.
Jova, 387.
Jua, 387.
Judah, 387.
and Benjamin, 387.
Jug Lodges, 387.
Junior Adept, 3S7.
Entered Apprentice, 3S7.
Overseer, 387.
Warden, 3Sr.
Jupiter, Knight of. See Knight
TACHIN, 372.
tl Jachinai, 372.
of Jupiter, 387.
Jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge,
Jacobins, 372.
387.
Jacob's Ladder, 373.
Lodge, 388.
Jacques de Molay. See Malay,
Supreme Council, 388.
375.
Justice, 388.
Jah, 375.
Justification, 388.
Jamblichas, 375.
Just Lodge, 388.
Janitor, 376.
Japan, 376.
Japheth, 376.
389.
Kabbala, 389.
Jasper, 376.
Kadiri, Order of, 392.
Jebusite. See Oman, 376.
Kadosh, 392, 393.
Jedadiah, 376.
Jehoshaphat, 376.
Grand, Elect Knight, 393.
Jehovah, 376.
Knight, 393.
Jekson, 381.
of the Jesuits, 393.
Philosophic, 393.
Jena, Congress of, 381.
Jeplithah, 381.
Prince, 393.
Jericho, Heroine of. See Seroof Death, 393.
ine of Jericho, 381.
Kamea, 393.
Knight of. See Knight of Kasideans, 393.
Jericho, 381.
Katharsis, 393.
Jermyn, Henry, 381.
Keeper of the Seals, 393.
Jerusalem, 381.
Kelly, Christopher, 393.
Knight of. See Knight of Key, 394.
Jerusalem, 382.
of Masonrv. See Knight of
New, 382.
the Sk7i', 394.
Prince of. See Prince of Key-Stone, 394.
Jerusalem, 382.
Kilwinning, 395.
Word, 382.
Manuscript, 396.
Jesuits, 382.
Mother Lodge, 397.
Jewel of an Ancient Grand HasSystem, 397.
ter, 382.
King, 397.
Member's, 382.
Kiss, Fraternal, 397.
Jewels, Immovable. See Jewels
of Peace, 397.
Kloss, Georg Burkh. Franz, 397.
of a Lodge, 382.
Movable. See Jewels of a Kneeling, 397.
Lodge, 382.
Knee to Knee, 397.
of a Lodge, 382.
Knigge, Adolph Franz FrieOfficial, 383.
derich Ludwig, Baron Von,
Precious, 383.
397
Jews, Disqualification of, 383.
Knighthood, 398.
Jezirah or Jetzirah, Book of, 384 Knight, 405.
Joabert, 384.
Black. See Black Brothers,
Joachim, Order of, 384.
405.
Johannite Masonry, 384,
Commander, 405.
Johannites, 384.
of the Temple,
See
John's Brothers, 384.
Sovereign CommandJohnson, 384.
er (if the Temple, 406.

368.
Intrusting, 368.
Investiture, 368.
Invincible, 368.
Inwood, Jethro, 368.
Ionic Order, 368.
Iowa, 369.
Ireland, 369.
Irish Chapters, 370.
Colleges, 371.
See Irish ChapDegrees.
ters, 371.
Iron Tools, 371.
Isaac and Ishmael, 371.
Ish Chotzeb, 371.
Sabal, 371.
Sodi, 371.
Isis, 371.
Italv, 371.
Izafiud, 372.

KAABA,

Crusader, 405.
Elect of Fifteen, 405.
Elect of Twelve, Sublime,
405.
Hospitaller. See Knight of
Malta, 406.
Illustrious or Illustrious
Elect, 406.
Jupiter, 406.
Kadosh. 406.
of Cromwell, 406.
Masonic, 406.
Mahadon, 406.
of Asia, Initiated. SeeAsia^
Initiated Knights of, 406.
of Athens, 406.
of Aurora, 406.
of Beneficence, 407.
of Brightness, 407.

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Christ, 407.

Constantinople, 407-

Hope,

-10".

Iris, 407.

Jerusalem, 407.
Justice, 407.
Malta, 407.
Masonic, 410.
Masonry, Terrible, 412.
Palestine, 412.
Patnios, 412.
Perfumes, 412.
Pure Truth 412.
Purity and Light, 412.
Rhodes, 412.

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of Rose Croix.

See Hose

Croix, 412.

of St. Andrew, Grand Scottish, 412.

Free, 413.
of the Thistle, 413.
of St. John of Jernsalem,413
Palestine, 413.

of the Altar, 413.
of the American Eagle, 413.
of the Anchor, 413.
of the Ape and Lion, 413.
of the Arch, 413.
of the Argonauts, 413.
of the Banqueting-Table of
the Seven Sages, 413.
of the Black Eagle, 413.
of the Brazen Ser}»ent, 413.
of the Burning Bush, 414.
of the Chanuca, 414.
of the Christian Mark, 414.
of the Columns, 414.
of the Comet, 414.
of the Cork, 414.
of the Courts, 414.
of the Crown, 414.
of the Door, 414.
of the Dove, 414.
of the Eagle, 414.

and Pelican,

414.
reversed, 414.
of the East, 415.
and West, 415.
of the Eastern Star, 415.
of the East, Victorious, 41S.
White, 416.
of the Election, 416.
Sublime, 416,

INDEX.
Kalght of the Golden Eagle, 416. Krauae, Carl
Fleece, 416.
Key, 416.

925

Christian

Frie-

derich, 435.
Kum, Kivi, 436.

Star, 416.

of the Grand Arch, 416.
of the Holy City, Beneficent, 416.

Holy Sepulchre, 416.
of the Interior, 416.
of the Kabbala, 417.
of the Lilies of the Valley,
417.

of the Lion, 417.
of the Mediterranean Pass,
417.

LABARUM, 437.
Labor, 437.
Laborare est orare, 437.
Laborers, Statutes
Lacorne, 438.

of,

437.

der, 438.

Kabbalistic, 438.

the Moon, 417.
the Morning Star, 417.
the Ninth Arch, 417.
the North, 417.
of the Phoenix, 417.
of the Prussian Eagle, 417.
of the Purificatory, 418.
of the Pyramid, 418.
of the Rainbow, 418.
of God. See Lamb, Paschal,
of the Red Cross, 418.
439.
Eagle, 418.
Paschal, 439.
of the Rose, 418.
Lambskin Apron. See Apron,
of the Rosy and Triple
439.
Cross, 419.

of the Rosy Cross, 419.
of the Round Table, 419.
of King Arthur, 419.
of the Royal Axe, 419.
of the Sacred Mountain,
419.

the Sanctuary, 420.
the Sepulchre, 420.
the South, 420.
the Star, 420.
the Sun, 420.
the Sword, 420.
the Tabernacle, 420.
of the Divine Truths,

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

420.

of
of
of
of

the Temple, 420.
the Three Kings, 420,
the Throne, 420.
the Triple Cross, 420.
Period, 420.

Sword, 421.
of the Two Crowned Eagles,

of Euclid. See Euclid, 456.
of the Craft, 456.
of the Gild, 459.
of the Royal Arch Degree,
459
of the Third Degree, 459.
Legislation, 462.

Ladder, 438.
Lehrling, 462.
Brahmanical, 438.
Leland, John, 462.
Jacob's. See Jacob's LadManuscript, 462.

Mithraitic, 439.
of Kadosh, 439.
Rosicrucian, 439.
Scandinavian, 439.
Theological, 439.
Ladrian, 439.
Lady, 439.
Lalande. See J>e la Lalwnde, 439
Lamb, 439.

of
of
of
of

Legend, 456.
of Enoch. See Enoch, 456.

Lemanceau, 464.
Length of the Lodge.

See Ex-

tent of the Lodge, 464.
Lenoir, Alexandre, 464.

Lepage, 465.
Lerouge, AndrS Joseph Etienne,
465.

Lesser Lights, 465.
Lessing,
Gottfried

Ephraim,

Law, Moral. See Moral Law, 445
Oral. See Oral Lam, 445.

465.
Lessons, 465.
Letter of Application, 466.
Letters, Patent.
See Patents,
466.
Lettuce, 466.
Leucht, 466.
Level, 466.
Levi, Eliphas, 466.
Levite, Knight, 466.
of the External Guard, 466.
Levites, 466.
Levite, Sacrificer, 466.
Levitikon, 466.
Levy, 466.
Lewis, 466.
Lexington, Congress of, 467.
Libanus, 467.
Libation, 467.
Libavius, Andreas, 467.
Liberal Arts and Sciences, 468.
Libertas, 468.
Libertine, 468.
Liberty of Passage, 469.
Library, 469.

Parliamentary. See Parlia-

Lieutenant Grand Commander,

Landmarks, 439.
Language, Universal, 443.
Lapicida, 444.

Larmenius, Johannes Marcus,
444.

Larudan, Abb^, 444.
Latin Lodge, 444.
Latomia, 444.
Latres, 445.
Latumus, 445.

Laurel Crown, 445.
Laurens, J. L., 445.
Laurie. See Lawrie, Alexander,
445.

Lawful Information. See Information, Lawful, 445.

mentary Law, 445.
Lawrie, Alexander, 445.
Law, Sacred. See Sacred Law,
446.

469.
Life, 469.

Eternal.

See Eternal Life,

469.

Member, 469.
Laws, General. See Laws of
Light, 469.
of the West, 421.
Masonry, 446.
of the White and Black
Local.
See Laws of Ma- Lights, Fixed, 471.
421.

Eagle, 421.
of the White Eagle, 421.
of UnctioQ, 421.
Perfect, 421.
Professed. See Eques, Professus, 421.
Prussian, 421.
Rower, 421.
Royal Victorious, 421.
Sacrificing, 421.
Knights of the East, Council of,
421.
Knight Templar, 421.
Masonic, 427.
Knight, Victorious, 434.
Knowledge, 434.

Degrees of. See Degrees of
Knowledge, 434.

Konx Ompax, 434.
Koran, 435.

sonry, 446.
of Masonry, 446.
Lawsuits, 446.
Lax Observance, 446.
Layer, 447.

Light, To bring
Ligure, 471.

to,

471.

Lily, 471.

Work,
Limbs.

471.

See

Qitalifications,

Physical, 471.
Lebanon, 447.
Prince of. See Prince of Lindner, Friederich Wilhelm,
471.
Lebanon, 447.
Le Bauld de Nans, Claude Line, 471.
Linear Triad, 471.
Etienne, 447.
See Parallel
Lines, Parallel.
Lechangeur, 447.

Lecture, 447.
Lecturer, Grand, 448.
Lectures, History of the, 448.
Lefranc, 455.
Left Hand, 455.
455.
Legally Constituted. See Constituted, Legally, 455.
Legate, 455.
Sidie,

Lines, 471.

Lingam, 471.
Link, 472.
Linnecar, Richard, 472.
Lion's Paw, 472.
Literature of Masonry, 472.
Litigation. See Lawsuits, 472.
Livery, 472.
Livre d'Or, 472.
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Local Laws.

See

Laws of Ma- Magicians,

sonry, 472.

Locke's Letter, 472.
Lodge, 472.
Chartered.
See Chartered
Lodge, 474.
Claadestine.
See Clandestine Lodge, 474.
Constituted.
See Constituted, Legally, 474.

Dormant.

See
Lodge, 474.

Emergent.

Dormant

See Emergent

Lodge, 475.
Extinct. See Extim^ Lodge,
475.

Holy. See Soly Lodge, 475.
Hours, 475.
Just. See JJM* Lodge, 475.
Master, English, 475.

French, 475.
Occasional. See Occasional
Lodge, 475.
of Instruction, 475.
of St. John, 475.
Perfect See Perfect Lodge,
475.

Kegular. SeeEegularLodge,
475.

Room,

475.

Eoyal.

See Royal Lodge,

476.

Sacred.

See iSacred Lodge,

476.

Symbol of

the, 476.

Loge, 476.
Logic, 476.

Lombardy, 476.
London, 476.
Lost Word, 476.
Lotus, 477.
Louisiana, 477.

Louveteau.

Lowen,

Low

See Lewis, 477.

477.

Twelve, 478.

Loyalty, 478.
Luchet, Jean Pierre Louis, Marquis de^ 478.

Luminaries, 478.
Lustration, 478.
Lux, 478.
Lux e Tenebris, 478.
Lux Fiat et Lux Fit, 479.
L. V. C, 479.
Lyons, Congress of, 479.

MAACHA, 479.
Mac, 479.
Macbenac, 480.
Maccabees, 480.
Macerio, 480.
Macio, 480.

Mafon,

480.

Mafonetus, 480.

Ma; onne,

480.

Egyptienne, 480.

Mafonner, 480.
Maczo, 480.
Made, 480.

Madman,

480.

Magazine, 480.
Magi, 480.
Magic, 480.
Squares, 481.

Society of the, 481.
MagLster Coementariorum, 481.
Hospitalis. See Master of
the Hospital, 481.

Lapidum,

481.

Militiffi Christi.

See Master

of the Soldiery of Christ,
481.
Perrerius, 481.
Templi. See Master of the
Temple, 481.
Magistri Comacini.

See Como,

481.

Magnanimous, 481.
Magnetic Masonry, 482.
Magus, 482.
Mah, 482.
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, 482.
Maier, Michael, 4S2.

Maine, 482.
Maitre Ma9on, 482.
Maitresse Agissante, 482.

Mafon, 482.
Mattrise, 482.
Major, 482.
Illuminate, 482.
Majority, 482.
Make, 483.
Malach, 483.
Malachi, 483.
Mallet, 483.
Malta, 483.

Mason, Illustrious and Sublime

Grand Master, 490.
of the Secret, 490.
See Operative
Operative.
Mason, 490.
Perfect, 490.
Philosopher, 490.
Practical, 490.

Masonry, 490.
See Operative
Masonry, 490.
of.
See Origin of
Masonry, 490.
Speculative.
See Speculative Masonry, 490.
Masons, Company of, 490.
Mason, Scottish Master, 490.
Masons, Emperor of all the, 490.
Mason, Speculative. See Speculative Mason, 490.
Stone. See Stonemasons, 4S0
Operative.

Origin

Sublime, 490.
Operative, 490.

Mason's Wife and Daugh ter, 490.
Mason, True, 490.
Masoretic Points, 490.
Massachusetts, 490.
Massonus, 491.
Master,
Absolute

Sovereign

Grand, 491.
ad Vitam, 491.
Ancient, 491.

Cross of.
See Cross of
Malta, 483.
Knight of. See Knight of
Malta, 483.
Maltese Cross.
See Cross of
Malta, 483.

Architect,

Grand.

See

Grand Master Archi-

Mantle, 484.
of Honor, 484.

491.
Perfect, 491.
Prussian, 491.
Blue, 491.
Builder, 491.
Cohen, 491.
Crowned, 491.
Egyptian, 491.
Elect. See Elect Master, i91.
English, 491.
Perfect, 491.
Four Times Venerable, 491.

Manual, 484.

Grand.

Man,

483.

Mandate, 483.
Mangourit, Michel Ange Bernard de, 483.
Manna, Pot of; 483.

Manningham, Thomas,

483.

tect,

Point of Entrance, 484.
Sign, 484.

Manuscnpts, 484 and
Marcheshvau, 485.

Hermetic, 491.
634.

Mark

485.
Man, 486.
Master, 486.
of the Craft, Regular, 487.
Marks of the Craft, 487.
Marrow in the Bone, 488.
Marseilles, Mother Lodge of, 488.
Marshal, 488.
Martel, 488.
Martha, 488.
Martinism, 488.

Martin, Louis Claude de St. See
SaiM Martin, 4SS.
Martyr, 488.
Martyrs, Four Crowned. See
Four Crowned Martyrs, 488.

Maryland, 488.
Mason, Crowned, 489.
Derivation of the Word, 489.
Masoney, 490.
Mason Hermetic, 490.
Masonic Hall. See Hail, Masonic, 490.

See Grand Master,

491.
lUusti-ious, 491.
Symbolic, 491.
in Israel.
See Intendant
of the Building, 491.
in Perfect Architecture, 491.
in the Chair, 491.
Irish, 491.
Kabbalistic, 492.
Little Elect, 492.
Mason, 492.
Most High and Puissant,
493.
Wise, 493.
Mystic, 493.

Symbolic Lodges,
See Grand Master of all Symbolic Lodges,

of

all

Grand.
493.

of a Lodge. See Worshipful
Master, 493.
of Cavalry, 493.
of Ceremonies, 493.
of Dispatches, 493.
of Finances, 493.
of Hamburg, Perfect, 493.

INDEX.
Master of Infantry, 493,
of Lodges, 493.
of Masters, Grand, 493.
of Paracelsus, 493.
of Secrets Perfect, 493.
of St. Andrew, 493.
oftheChivalryofChrist,493.
of the Hermetic Secrets,

Grand, 493.

Grand, 494.
of the Legitimate Lodges,
Grand, 494.
of the Palace, 494.
of the Sages, 494.
of the Seven Kabbalistic
Secrets, Illustrious, 494.

of the Temple, 494.
of the Work, 494.
Past. See P<ist Master, i9i.
Perfect. See Perfect Master,
494.
Architect, 494.
Irish. See Perfect Irish
Master, 404.

Philosopher by the

Number

494.

by the Number

9,

494.

Hermetic, 494.
Private, 494.

Provost and Judge, 494.
Puissant Irish. See Puissant
Irish Master, 494.
Pythagorean, 494.
Eoyal. See Moyal Master,
494.
Secret.
494.

See Secret Master,

Select.

See Select Master,

494.

Supreme

Menatzchim, 499.
Mental Qualifications.

Menu,

Morphey, 509.

Meamer, Friederieh Anton,
Mesmeric Masonry, 499.
Mesopolyte, 499.

Mesouraneo, 499.

Metal Tools, 499.
Metropolitan Chapter of France,

15, 494.

Maul.

See Setting Maul, 495.

Medals, 495.
Mediterranean Pass, 495.
Meeting of a Chapter. See Coravocation, 495.

of a Lodge.

See Com/muni-

cation, 495.

Meet on the Level,

495.

Meister, 495.
im Stuhl, 495.
Melancthon, Philip, 495.
Melchizedek, 495.
Degree of, 496.
Melech, 496.
Melesino, Rite of, 496.
Melita, 496.

Stone, 512.

Mount Calvary.

Moriah. See Moriah, 512.
Sinai. See Sinai, 512.
Mourning, 512.

Militia, 501.
Minerval, 501.
Minister of State, 501.
Minnesota, 501.
Minor, 501.
Illuminate, 501.
Minute Book, 501.
Minutes, 501.
Misconduct, 502.

Mouth

to Ear, 512.

Movable Jewels. See Jewels of
a Lodge, 512.
Muenter, Friederich, 512.
D., Rev. Rich-

Munkhouse, D.
ard, 512.

Murr) Christoph Gottlieb von,
513.

Miserable Scald Masons. See
Scald Miserables, 502.
Mishna. See Talmud, 602.

Muscus Domus,

Mississippi, 502.
Alissouri, 502.
Mistletoe, 502.

Myrtle, 513.

of,

502.

504.
505.
Mock Masons, 505.
Modern Rite. See French Site,
505.
Moderns, 505.
Molart, William, 505.
Molay, James de, 506.
Monad,, 506.
Monitorj 506.
Monitorial Instruction, 506.
Sign, 506.
Monitor, Secret.
See Secret
Monitor, 506.
Monogram, 506.
Montana, 506.
Montfaujon, Prior of, 507.
Months, Hebrew, 507.
Masonic, 507.
of,

Montpellier, Hermetic Rite
507.
507.

Member, Honorary. See HonoMorality, 508.
rary Member, 496.
of Freemasonry, 508.
Life. See Life Member, 496.
Moral Law, 508.
of a Lodge, 496.
Moravian Brethren, 508.
Membershipj Eight of, 496.
Morgan, William, 508.
Memphis, Bite of, 496.

513.

Music, 513.

Mustard Seed, Order

of,

513.

Mystagogue, 513.
Mysteries, Ancient, 513.
Mystery, 517.

Moabon,

Moore, James, 508.
Mopses, 508.

See Calvary,

512.

Military Lodges, 501.

Monument,
Moon, 507.

509.

Mould, 512.

Miles, 501.

Rite

of,

Moses, 511.
Mossdorf, Friederich, 611.
Most Excellent, 511.
Master, 511.
Puissant, 511.
Worshipful, 511.
Mot de S^mestre, 511.
Mother Council, 611.

500.

Mizraim, 504.

Number

Symbol

Mortar, Untempered.
See Untempered Mortar, 510.

Lodge, 511.
Motion, 512.
Motto, 512.

500.

Mexico, 500.
Michael, 500.
Michigan, 500.
Microcosm. See Man, 500.
Middle Ages, 500.

Mithras, Mysteries
Mitre, 504.

True, 494.
Worshipful. See Worshipful Master, 494.
Materials of the Temple, 494.
Maters, 495.
Matriculation Book, 495.
Mature Age, 495.

499.

Metals, 499.

Chamber,

Mortality,

Mosaic Pavement, 510.
Symbolism, 510.

Seat, 499.

Merit, 499.

through Curiosity, 494.

Elect, 494.

Moriah, Mount, 508.
Morin, Stephen, 509.
Moritz, Carl Philipp, 509.

499.

Mercy, 499.
Prince of. See Prince of
Mercy, 499.

Theosophist, 494.
to the

See

Qioalifications, 499.

Meridian Sun, 499.

of the Hospital, 493.
of the Key to Masonry,

3,
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of,

Mystes, 517.
Mystical, 517.
Mysticism, 517.

Mystic Tie, 517.

Myth, 517.
Historical, 518.

Philosophical, 518.

Mythical History, 518.
Mythology, 518.

NAAMAH, 519.
Nabaim. See Schools of the
Prophets, 519.

Naked, 519.

Name

of God, 619.
of Lodges, 621.

Names

Namur,

526.

Naphtali, 625.
Naples, 525.

Napoleonic Masonry, 525.
National Grand Lodge of Ger'

many,

525.

Naymua Grecus, 525.
Nazareth, 526.
Nebraska

526.

Nebuchadnezzar, 526.
Nebuzaradan, 526.

Negro Lodges,

526.

Neighbor, 527.

Nekam, 527.
Nekamah, 527.
Nembroth, 527.
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Odd Numbers,

Neophyte, 527.
Neoplatonism, 527.
Ne Plus Vltra, 527.
Netherlands, 527.
Net- Work, 528.

Nevada, 528.

Ne

543.

Varietur, 52S.

Officers, 543.

New

Brunswick, 528.
Hampshire, 528.

Jersey, 528.
York 528.
Nicolai, Christoph Friederich,
528.
Night, 529.
Nile, 530.
Nil nisi clavis, 530.
Nimrod, 530.
Nine, 530.
Nineveh, 531.
Nisan, 531.
Noacliidffi, 531.
Noaohite, or Prussian Knight,
531.
Sovereign, 532.
Noaohites, 532.
Noah, 532.
Precepts of, 534.
Noffodei, 534.
Nomenclature, 534.
Nomination, 534.
Non-Affiliation, 535.
Nonesynches, 535.
Non Nobis, 535.
Resident, 535.

Noorthouck, John, 535.
North, 535.
Carolina, 535.
East Corner, 536.

Notuma,

536.
Nova Scotia, 536.
Novice, 537.
Maponne, 537.

Mythological, 537.
Scottish, 537.

NumberSj 537.
Numeration by

Letters, 538.

Nursery, 538.

OATH,

Tiler's, 541.

541.

Obedience, 541.
of a Grand Body, 541.
Obelisk, 542.
Objections to Freemasonry, 542.
Obligated, 542.
Obligation, 542.
Oblong Square, 542.
Observance, Clerks of Strict. See
CUrhi of Strict Observance,
542.

Lax.

See

See Jewels,

Jewels.

Offi-

Tenure

Oheb Eloah,

of,

543.

bee Oheb Eloah,

543.
Ohio, 543.
Oil, 544.
Old Man, 544.

Lax

Observance,

542.

Relaxed, 542.
See Strict Observ-

Strict.

ance, 542.

Obverse, 542.
Occasional Lodge, 543.
Occult Masonry, 543.
Sciences, 543.
Occupied Territory, 543.
Octagon, 543.

Omnific "Word, 546.
On, 546.

Onyx, 547.
Opening of the Lodge, 547.
Operative Art, 549.
Masonry, 549.
Masons, 549.
Option, 549.
Oral Instruction, 549.
551.

Orator, 551.
Order, 551.
Name, 552.
of Business, 552.

of Christ. See Christ, Order of, 552.
of the Temple. See Temple, Order of the, 552.

Rules of, 553.
Orders of Architecture, 553.
Egyptian, 553.
of Knighthood, 653.
of the Day, 554.

Palestine, 559.
of.

Sec

St.

John

St.

of Palestine, 559.
Palladio Masonry, 659.
Palladium, Order of the, 559.
Palmer, 560.
Pantacle, 560.
Papworth Manuscript, 560.
Paracelsus, 560.
Sublime, 560.
Parallel Lines, 560.
Paris, Congresses of, 560.
Parliamentary Law, 561.
Parrot Masons, 561.
Parsees, 561.
Particular Lodges, 561.
Parts, 561.
Parvis, 561.
Paschal Feast, 661.
Paschalis, Martinez, 661.

Paschal Lamb.

See Lamb, Pai-

Passages of the Jordan.
See
Fords of the Jordan, 562.
Passed, 562.
Passing of Conyng, 562.
Password, 562.
Past, 562.

See Grand Orient,

554.

Commander of the, 554.
Interior, 554.

France, Grand.
France, 555.

See

Order of the, 555.
Oriental Chair of Solomon, 555.
Philosophy, 555.
Rite, 555.
Orientation, 555,
Original Points, 555.

Origin of Freemasonry, 556.
Orleans, Duke of. 556.
Ormus or Ormesius. See Rose
Croix, Golden, 656.

Ormuzd and Ahriman,

John

Knight of

of

Pas perdus, 562.

Orient, 554.

566.

Ornaments of a Lodge, 556.
the Jebusite, 556.

Orphan, 556.

Explorations in, 559.
of.
See Knight of

Knight

chai, 562.

Oregon, 554.
Organist, Grand, 554.
Organization of Grand Lodges.
bee Grand Lodge, 554.

Oman

Ozee, 558.

and Omega,

546.

of

Out of the Lodge, 558.
Oval Temples, 558.

Paganism, 559.

in the East, Brotherhood of the, 544.
Oliver, George, 544.

Grand.

558.

Palestine, 559.

Branch

Law,

of,

Paine, Thomas, 559.

OUve, 544.

See Alpha

Mysteries
Oterfut, 558.
Otreb, 558.

PAGANIS, Hugo de, 559.

Regulations, 544.

Omega.

Osiris, 557.

Oyres de Ornellas, Prafao, 558.

543.

Karobo.

Orpheus, 557.
Orphic Mysteries, 557.

Ovei-seer, 558.
Ox, 55S.

cial, 543.

Office,

Ordinacio, 554.
Ordination, 554.
Ordo ab chao, 554.

538.

Corporal, 540.
of the Gild, 541.

OB,

543.

Masonic. See Crimes,
Masonic, 543.
Offerings, the Three Grand. See
Ground-Floor of the Lodge,
Oli'euces,

Master, 562.
Pastophori, 563.
Pastes, 563.
Patents, 563.
Patience, 563.

Patriarchal Masonry, 563.
Patriarch, Grand, 564.
of the Crusades, 564.
of the Grand Lumiuai-y, 564
Patron, 564.
Patrons of Masonry, 564.
Paul. Confraternity of Saint, 564
1.,

564.

Pavement, Mosaic.
Pavement, 564.

See Mosaic

Payens, Hu^h de, 504.
P. D. E. P., 564.
Peace, 564.
Pectoral, 665.
of the High Priest, 565.
Pedal, 565.
Pedestal, 565.

Pedum,

565.

Pelasgiau Religion, 565.
Peleg, 5C5.
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Pelican, 565.
Piece of Architecture, 581.
Pellegrini, Marquis of, 566.
PUgrim, 581.
Penal Sign, 566.
Penitent, 582.
Penalty, 566.
Pilgrim's Shell.
See Scallop
Pencil, 568.
Shell, 582.
Penitential Sign, 568.
Weeds, 582.
Pennsylvania, 568.
Pilgrim Templar, 582.
\V^ork, 568.
Warrior, 582.
Penny, 569.
PUier, 582.
Pentagon, 569.
Pillar, 582.
Pentagram, 569.
PUlars of aoud and Fire, 583.
Pentalpha, 569.
of Enoch, 583.
Perau, Grabriel Lonis Calabre,
ofthe Porch, 583.
570.
Pinceau, 587.
Perfect Ashlar. See Ashlar, 570. Pine Cone, 587.
Initiates, Rite of, 570.
Pirlet, 587.
PerfectioUj 5T0.
Pius VII., 587.
Perfectionists, 570.
Place, 587.
Perfection, Lodge of, 570.
Planche Trac«e, 587.
Kite of, 571.
Plans and Designs, 587.
Perfect Irish Master, 572.
Platonic Academy. See AcadeLodge. See Jmt Lodge, 572.
my, Platonic, 587.
Plenty, 587.
Master, 572.
Prussian, 572.
Plot Manuscript, 587.
Union, Lodge of, 572.
Robert, M. D., 587.
Plumb, 588.
Perignan, 572.
Line, 589.
Periods of the Grand Architect.
Rule, 589.
See Six Periods, 572.
Plurality of Votes.
Perjury, 572.
See Ma^
jority, 589.
Pemetty, Antoine Joseph, 573.
Poetry of Masonry, 589.
Perpendicular, 573.
Persecutions, 573.
Points, 589.
of Entrance, Perfect, 589.
Perseverance, 575.
of Fellowship, Five, 590.
Order of, 575.
Twelve Grand. See Twelve
Persia, 575.
Grand Points, 590.
Persian Philosophical Eite, 576.
Point within a Circle, 590.
Personal Merit, 576.
Poland, 591.
Peru, 576.
Politics, 592.
Petition for a Charter, 576.
Polkal, 592.
for a Dispensation, 577.
Polycronicon, 592.
for Initiation, 577.
Pomegranate, 592.
Peuvret, Jean Eustache, 577.
Pommel, 593.
Phainoteletian Society, 577.
Pontifes Freres.
See Bridge
Phallic Worship, 577.
Builders, 593.
Phallus. See Phallic Worship,
Builders,
Pontifex.
See
Bridge
578.
593.
Pharaxal, 578.
Pontiff, 593.
Pharisees, 578.
Grand. See Grand Pontiff,
Phenicia, 578.
594.
Philadelphes, Lodge of the, 578.
Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Jesus
Philadelphia, 578.
Christ, 594.
Philadelphians, Eite of the. See
Poppy, 594.
Primitive Rite, 573.
Porch of the Temple. See Tenin
Philalethes, Rite of the, 578.
pie of Solojrwn, 594.
Philip IV., 579.
Porta, Gambattista, 594.
Philippian Order, 579.
594.
Portugal,
Philocoreites, Order of, 579.
Postulant, 594.
PhLlo Judaeus, 579.
Pot of Incense, 594.
Philosopher, Christian, 579.

Grand and SubUme Hermetic, 579of Hermes, 579.
Sublime, 579.
Unknown, 579.
The Little, 579.
Unknown, 579.
Philosopher's Stone, 579.
Philosophic Degrees, 580.
Scottish Rite, 580.
Philosophy, Sublime, 580.
Phcenix, 580.
Physical Qualifications, 580.
Picart's Ceremonies, 581.
Pickaxe, 581.
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of Manna. See
of,

Manna,

594.

Poursuivant, 594.
Practicus, 594.
Prayer, 594.
Pre-Adamite, 595.
Precaution, 595.

596.

Preparing Brother, 596.
President, 597.

Presiding OflScer, 597.
Prestonian Lecture, 597.
Lectures, 597.
Preston, William, 597.
Pretender, 601.
Previous Question, 601.
Price,

Henry, 601.

Prichard, Samuel, 601.
Priest, 602.

Grand High. See Grand
High Priest, 602.
High. See High Priest, 602.
Royal, 602.
Theosophist, 602.
Priesthood, Order of High. See
Migh Priesthood, Order of, 602
Priestly Order, 602.
Primitive Freemasonry, 602.
Rite, 603.
Scottish Rite, 604.
Prince, 604.

Adept.

See Adept, Prince,

604.

Depositor, Grand, 604.

Mason, 604.
of Jerusalem, 604.
of Lebanon. See Knight of
the

Royal Axe,

of Libanus, 605.
of Mercy, 605.
of Rose Croix.

605.

See Rose

Croic, Prince of, 605.
of the Captivity, 605.
of the East, Grand, 605.
of the Levites, 605.
of the Royal Secret.
See
Sublime Prince of the
Royal Secret, 605.
of the Seven Planets, Illustrious Grand, 605.
of the Tabernacle, 605.
Princess of the Crown, 606.
Principal Officers, 606.
Principals, 606.
Principal Sojourner, 606.
Printed Proceedings, 606.
Prior, 607.

Grand.

See Grand Prior,

607.

Forty-Seventh Problem, 607.

See Jewels,

Prelate, 596.

of Lebanon, 596.
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Preparation of the Candidate,

Priory, 607.
Prison, 607.
Private Committee.
See Committe.e. Private, 607.
Pot Privileged Questions, 607.
Privilege, Questions of, 607.
Probation, 607.
Problem, Forty- Seventh. See

Precedency of Lodges, 595.
Preceptor, 595.
Preceptory, 595.
Precious Jewels.
Precious, 595.
Preferment, 595.

Prentice, 596.
Pillar, 596.

Processions, 607.
Proclamation, 608.
of Cyrus, 609.
Profane, 609.
Proficiency, 609.

Pro Grand Master, 610.
Progressive Masonry, 610.
Promise, 611.
Promotion, 611.
Proofe, 611.

INDEX.
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Property of a Ixidge, 612.
Reconsideration, Motion for, 633.
Prophet, til2.
of the Ballot, 633.
Prophets, Schools of the. See Recorder, 633.
Schools of the I^phels, 612.
Records, Old, 633.
Proponeiida, 612.
Proposing Candidates, 612.
Proscription, 612.
Proselyte of Jerusalem, 612.
Proselytism, 612.
Protector of lonocence, 614.
Protocol, 614.
Prototype, 614.

Provincial Grand Lodge, 614.
Master, 614.

Rectification, 634.
Rectified Rite. See Martinism,
634.

See
Rose Croix, Rite of.
Hose Croix, Rectified, 634.
Recusant, 634.

Red, 634.
Cross Knight, 635.
Knight of the.
Knight of the

Officers, 614.

Cross, 635.

Master of the Red Cross, 614.
Provost and Judge, 614.

Proxy

Legend, 635.
of Babylon, SecBafty-

Installation, 614.

615.
615.

Publications, Masonic, 615.
Public Ceremonies, 617.
Puerility of Freemasonry, 618.
Puissant, 620.
Irish Master, 620.
Pulsauti Operietur, 620.

Punishments, Masonic, 620.
Purchase, 620.
Pure Freemasonry. See PrimUive Freemasonry, 621.
Purification, 621.
Puritv, 621.
brothers of, 621.
Purple, 621.
Brethren, 621.
Lodges, 621.
Pvron, Jean Baptiste, 621.
Pythagoras, 622.
School of, 622.

QUALIFICATIONS

tine, 635.
Sword of Babylon, 636.
Letters, 636.
Reflection, Chamber of.
See
Chamber of Reflection, 636.
Reformed Helvetic Rite, 636.
Rite, 636.
Refreshment, 636.
Regalia, 637.
Regeneration, 637.
Regent, 637.
Reghelliui, M., 637.
Regimental Lodge, 638.
Register, 638.
Registrar, Grand, 638.
Registration, 638.
Registry, 638.
Regular, 638.

Rehum,

See Old Regula-

639.

Reinhold, Karl liconhard, 639.
Reinstatement, tiee Restoration,

of Can-

625.

Masonic, 648.
Rising Sun, 649.
Bite, 649.
Ritter, 650.
Ritual, 650.
Robelot. 650.
Robert I., 650.

Roberts' Manuscript, 650.
Robes, 651.
Robins, Abbf Claude, 651.

Robison, John, 651.
Rockwell, William Spencer, 652.

Rod, 652.
Deacon's, 652.
Marshal's. See^aton, 652.
of Iron. 652.
Steward's, 653.
Treasurer's. See Staff,Treasurer's, 653.
Roessler, Carl, 653.
Roll, 653.

Roman Collegcsof Artificers, 653

Rose, 658.
and Triple Cross, 659.
Croix, 659.
Brethren of the, 659.

of,

639.

See

Qualifications, 641.
Removal of Lodges, 641.
Renouncing Masons, 641.
Repeal, 642.

Jacobite, 659.
Knight, 659.
Magnetic, 659.
of Germany, 659.

Report of a Committee, 642.

of Grold, Brethren of
the, 659.

Grand

of Heredom, 660.
of the Dames, 660.
of the Grand Rosary,

Lodge, 642.

Rains, 627.
Raised, 627.

Ramsay, Andrew Michael,

627.

Rite of, 630.
Ratisbon, 630.
Eawlinson Manuscript, 630.

Received and Acknowledged,
631.

631.

Recommendation, 632.
Reconciliation, Lodge of,

633.

658.

Rosaic System, 658.
Rosa, Philipp Samuel, 658.

Representatives of Lodges, 642.
Representative System, 642.

Ragotzky, Carl August, 627.

of,

SeeAcademi/
ofSub/ime Masters of the
Luminous Ring, 648.

Relief, 639.

Eeportorial Corps, 642.
Representative of a

RABB.A.NAIM, 626.
Rabbin ism, 626.
Rabboni, 626.
Ragon, J. M., 626.

Excellent, 647.
Hand, 647.
Side, 648.
Worshipful, 648.

Romvel,

Board

Quarterly Communication, 625.
Quarternion, 625.
Quebec, 625.
Questions of Henry VI., 625.

of.
See KnigfU of
Rhodes, 646.
Ribbon, 646.
Ridel, Cornelius Johanu Rudolph, 646.
Right Angle, 646.
Eminent, 647.

Knight

639.
Rejection, 639.
Rejoicing, 639.

Religion of Masonry, 639.
Religious Qualifications.

Quarrels, 624.
Quarries, 624.

Rhodes, 646.

Constan-

tions, 639.

didates, 62.S.

Reception, 631.
Recipient, 631.
Recognition, Modes

Rome and

Regulations.

Quadrivium, 624.
Quakers, 624.

Quorum,

of

Revoke, 646.
Rhetoric, 646.
Rhode Island, 646.

Ring, Luminous.

lonish Pass, 635.

"
Master, 614.
Prudence, 614.
Prussia, 615.
Prussian Knight. SeeKoachiie,

Pseudonym,

See

Med

Reverential Sign, 645.
Revival, 645.

660.

Reprimand, 642.

Philosophic, 660.

Reputation, 643.
Residence, 643.
Resignation of Membership, 643.
of Office, 643.
Resolution, 643.
Respectable, 643.
Response, 643.

Prince

Restoration, 643.
Resurrection, 644.

Returns of Lodges, 644.
Reuben, 644.
Revelations of Masonry.
depositions, 644.
Reverend, 644.

of, 660.
Rectified, 662.

Sovereign

Prince

of,

662.

Knights and Ladies of the.
See Knight of the Rose,
662.

Order of the, 662.
Rosenkreuz, Christian, 663.
Rosicrucianism, 663.
Rosiorucian Society of England,

See

666.
Cross, 666.

Rosy

Rough Ashlar. See Ashlar, 666.

INDEX.
Eound

Table,

King

Arthur's,

Saint John, Favorite Brother

Schroeder's System. See Schroeof,
der, Friederieh lAidwig, 695.
See Lodge Sciences, Liberal. See lAberal
Arts and Sciences, 695.
of St. John, 683.
of Jerusalem, Knight Scientific Masonic Association,
of.
See Knight of St.
695.
683.

666.

Lodge

Towers of Ireland, 666.
Rowers. See Knight Rower, 666.
Royal and Select Masters. See
CouTicU of Royal and Select

Se« Kniyht

of the Ninth Arch,

Colors, 667.

Degree, 667.

Grand, 669.
Jewel, 669.

683.
the Baptist, 684.
Evangelist,
the
684.

Word. See Tetragramr
maton, 671.

Working -

Tools.
See
Working-Tools, 671.
Mariners, 671.

Art, 671.

Axe, 674.
Lodge, 674.
Master, 674.
Order of Scotland, 675.
Priest, 678.
Secret, Sublime Prince of
the.
See Sublime Prince
of the Royal isecret, 678.
Y.
S.
C. S., 678.

Nicaise, 685.
Paul's Church, 685.
Saints John, 686.
Festivals of. See Festivals,
686.

Saint Victor, Louis Guillemain
de, 686.
Francesco, 686.
Salix, 686.
Salle des Pas Perdus, 686.
Saloraonis Sanctificatus lUuminatus, Magnus Jehova, 686.
Salsette, 686.
Salt, 686.
Salutation, 686.
Salutem, 686.
Salute Mason, 686.
Samaria, 687.
Salfi,

Sanctum Sanctorum, 687.
Sandwich Islands, 687.
San Graal, 687.

Rule of the Templars, 673.

Sapphire, 688.
Saracens, 688.

680.

Sabaoth, 680.
Sabbath, 680.
Sabianism. See Sdbaism, 6S1.
Sackcloth, 681.
Sacred Asylum of High Masonry, 681.

Lodge, 681.
Sacrificant, 681.
Sacrifice, Altar of. See Alta/r, 681
Sacrificer, 681.
Saint Adhabell, 681.
Alban, 681.
Albans. Earl of, 682.
Amphibalus, 682.

See
Andrew, Knight of.
Knight of St. Andrew, 681.
Andrew's Day, 682.
Augustine, 682.
Bernard, 682.

Domingo, 682.
Emanuel Joseph
Gnilhem de Clermont-LodSve

Sainte Croix,
de, 68.3.

Saint George's Day, 683.

Germain, 683.

See Templars
of Scotland, 698.
Trinitarians.
See Prince
of Mercy, 698.

Secretary, 702.

General of the Holy

Em-

pire, 702.

Grand.

See Grand Secre-

Secret Doctrine, 702.
Master, 702.
Monitor, 703.
of the Secrets, The, 703.

Vault. See Vault, Secret, 704
Sectarianism, 704.
Secular Lodges, 704.
Sedition Act, 704.
Seeing, 704.
Seekers, 704.
Select Master, 704.
Semestre, 705.
Senatorial Chamber, 705.
Seneschal, 705.
See Deacons,
Senior Deacon.
706.

Entered Apprentice, 706.

Scales, Pair of, 690.
Scallop-Shell, 690.

Mysteries.
Gothic Mysteries, 691.

See Temple of
Zerubbabel.lOl.
Secrecy and Silence, 701.

Second Temple.

Societies, 703.

Sardius, 688.
Sarsena, 688.
Sash, 688.
Satrap, 689.
Savalette de Langes, 689.
Sayers, Anthony, 689.
Scald Miserables, 689.

Scandinavian

Scribe, 698.
Scriptures, Belief in the, 698.
Reading of the, 698.
Scythe, 700.
Seal, 700.
of Solomon, 700.
Seals, Book of the Seven, 701.
Keeper of the, 701.
Search for Truth, 701.
Seceders, 701.

tary, 702.

Sanctuary, 687.

Sanhedrim, 688.
Sapicole, The, 688.

Rulers, 680.
Russia, 680.

See Good Sa-

Samothracian Mysteries, 687.

Ruffians, 678.
Rule, 679.

Rite, 697.

Templars.

684.

Samaritan, Good.
maritan, 687.
Samaritans, 687.

See Ecossais, 696.

Master.

See Aldmorth, Mrs.,

Martin, Louis Claude, 684.

67(i.

of Enoch, 670.
of Ramsay, 670.
of Solomon, 670.
Zerubbabel, 670.
Robes, 670.
Tracing- Board, 670.

SABAISM,

Scott, Charles, 696.
Scottish, 696.
Degrees, 697.

John the Almoner,
Leger.

Scotland, 696.

Royal Order of. See Royal
Order of Scotland, 696.

Order, 683.

Banners. ^&e Banners,
SoyaZ Arch, 667.
Captain, 667.
Clothing, 667.

R.

Jeriisalem,

683.

John's Masonry, 683.

666.

Apron, 666.
Badge, 666.

Masonry,

of.

John of

Masters, 666.

Arch, Ancient.

ArS
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Warden,
See Senses, Five.

See Red, 691.
Scenic Representations, 691.
Sceptre 691.
Schaw Manuscript, 691.
William, 691.
Schismatic, 692.
Schisms, 692.
Schneider, Johann August, 693.
Schools, 694.
of the Prophets, 694.
Schrepfer, Johann Georg, 694.
Schroeder, Friederieh Joseph
Scarlet.

Wilhelm, 694.
Friederieh Ludwig, 695.
See SchroeSchroeder's Rite.
der, Friederieh Joseph Wilhelm, 695.

706.

See Five Senses,

706.
Sentinel, 706.
Sephiroth, 706.
Septenary, 706.
Sepulchre, 706.

Kniglit of the Holy. See
Knight of the Soly Sepulchre, 706.
Serapis, Mysteries of. SeeFgyptian Mysteries, 706.
Sermons, Masonic, 706.
Serpent, 707.
and Cross, 707.

Knight of the Brazen. See
Knight of the Brazen Serpent, 707.

Worship, 708.
Serving Brethren, 708.-
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Solomon, Temple of. See Temple of Solomon, 724.

Seth, 708.
Sethos, 708.
Setting Suu, 708.

Songs of Masonry, 725.
Son of a Mason, 726.
Seventy Years of Captivity, 709. Sons of Light, 726.
Stars, 709.

Sheba, Queen of, 710.
Shekel, 710.
Shekinah, 710.

Shem,

710.

Ham,

Japheth, 711.

Hamphorasch,
SheriflF,

728.

Shibboleth, 711.
Shield, 711.
of David, 712.

Prince Mason, 729.
of Rose Croix.

Sight, Making Masons at, 713.
Sign, 715.
Signature, 716.
Signet, 716.
of Truth, 716.
of Zerubbabel, 716.
Significant Word, 716.
Sign of Distress, 716.
See Secrecy and SiSilence.
lence, 717.
Silver and Gold, 717.
Cord, 717.
Sinai, 717.
Sintooism, 717.
Sir, 717.
Siroc,717.
Sister Lodges, 718.
Sisters by Adoption, 718.
of the Gild, 718.
Situation of the Lodge, 718.
Six Lights, 718.
Periods, 718.
Skeleton, 719.
Skirrit, 719.
Skull, 719.
and Cross-bones, 719.
Slander, 719.
Slave. See Free Bom, 719.
Sloane Manuscripts, 719.
Slip, 720.

Smith, George, 720.
Smitten Builder, 721.
Snow, John, 721.
Snows. See Rains, 721.
Social Character of Freemasonry, 721.

Sociua, 721.
Sodalities, 721.
Sofism, 721.

Me

God, 722.

Sojourner.
See Principal Sojourner, 722.
Soldiers of Christ, 722.

Solomon, 722.

House

of,

Comer-Stone,

744.

Cubical. See Cubical Stone,

Manuscript, 744.
Stonemasons of the Middle Ages,
Stone

Nicholas.
See
Manuscript, 750.
of Foundation, 750.

Stone,

See

Ease Croix, 729.
Spain, 729.

Pavement, 755.

Sparticus, 730.

Kejected, 755.
Squarers. See Giblim, 755.

Speculative Masonry, 730.
Spes mea in Deo est, 732.

Sphinx, 732.
Spire, Congress of, 732.
Spiritualizing, 732.
Spiritual Lodge, 732.
Temple, 732.
SpouUe, John de, 733.
Spreading the Ballot, 733.
Sprengseisen, Christian Friederich Kessler von, 733.
Sprig of Acacia. See .^cact'a, 733.

Spurious Freemasonry, 733.

and Compass, 735.
Squin de Flexian, 736.
Staff, 737.

Stairs, Winding.
Stairs, 738.

Standard, 738.
Bearer, 738.
to and
Star, 738.

Stand

Blazing.

Abide by, 738.
See Blazing Star,
See Eastern Star,

738.

Five Pointed.

See FivePointed Star, 738.
In the East, 738.
of Jerusalem, 738.
of the Syrian Knights, 738.
Starck, Johann August von, 738.
Stare Super Vias Antiquas, 740.
-

State, 740.
Stations, 740.
Statistics of Freemasonry, 740.

Statute of Henry VI. See Laborers, Statute of, 741.
Statutes, 741.
St. Clair Cliarters, 741.
William, 741.
Steinbaeh, Erwin of. See.EVm7i
of Steinbaeh, 743.
Steinmetz, 743.
Step, 743.
Steps on the Master's Carpet,

Sterkin, 743.

755.

Strasburg, Cathedral

Congress

of,

of,

757.

768.

Strength, 758.

Observance, Rite
Striking Off, 758.
Stuart Masonry, 758.
Sublime, 760.
Degrees, 761.
Grand Lodge, 761.
Strict

of, 758.

Elected, 761.

Masons, 761.
Prince of the Royal Secret,
761.

Solomon, 762.
See Winding Sublimes, The, 762.
Submission, 762.
Subordinate Lodge, 762.

738.

Eastern.

White, 755.

William Leete,
Worship, 756.

Knight

Spurs, 734.
Square, 735.

743.
724.

744.

Stockings, 744.
Stolkin, 744.
Stone, 744.
Corner. See

744.

Master, 729.

Shoe, 713.
Shovel, 713.
Shrine, 713.
Side Degrees, 713.

See Aldworth, 744.
See Saint Martin,

744.

Shew-Bread, 711.

Shock, 712.
of Enlightenment, 712.
of Entrance, 712.

St. Leger.
St. Martin.

727.

Grand Inspector General,

Shethar-Boznai. SeeTainai,7\l

So Help

Stirling, 743.

of the Prophets, 726.
of the Widow, 726.
Sorbonne, 726.
Sorrow Lodge, 726.
Soul of Nature, 726.
South, 727.
Carolina, 727.
Sovereign, 727.
Commander of the Temple,

711.

711.

Steio-

See Grand StewLodge.
ard's Lodge, 743.

Seven, 708.

Shastras, 710.

Grand

ards, 743.

Solstices, 724.

Shaddai, 709.
Shamir, 709.
Sharp Instrument, 710.

Stewards, 743.
Grand. See

Officers, 762.

Subordination, 762.
Substitute Ai-k. See Ark, Substitute, 762.

Candidate, 762.
Grand Master, 763.

Word,

763.

Succession to the Chair, 763.
Succoth, 765.
Sufferer, 765.
Summons, 765.
Sun, 765.

Knight of the.

See Knight
of the Sun, 766.

Moon, and

Stars, 766.

Worship, 766.
Super Excellent Masons, 766.
Master, 766.

Superintendent of the Works,
Grand, 767.
Superior, 767.
Superiors, Unknown. See Unknown Superiors, 767.
Super-Masonic, 767.

Supplanting, 767.
Supports of the Lodge, 767.
Supreme Authority, 769.
Commander of the Stars,
769.

INDEX.
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Temple of Solomon,
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Thnmmim.

See
Thum/mim, 815.

796.

Council, 769.
Suspension, 771.
Sussex, Date of, 772.

of Zerubbabel, 798.
Order of the, 799.
Second, 803.

Sweden, 772.
Swedenborg, 773.

Sovereign Commander of
the.
See Sovereign Commander of the Jemple, 804.
of the Sovereigns Grand

Rite

ot, 775.

Swedish Rite, 776.

Commander

Switzerland, 776.

Sword, 778.
and Trowel.
See Trowel
and Sword, 779.

of State, 779.
Pointing to tlie
Heart, 780.
Templar's, 780.
780.

Syllable, 780.
Symbol, 780.

781.

Symbolic Degrees, 782.

Spiritual

Machinery, 783.
Masonry, 783.
Symbolism, the Science

of,

783.

783.

Syndication of Lodges, 783.
Synod of Scotland, 784.
Syria, 784.
System, 784.

TABERNACLE,

of Grand Lodges, 817.
Tito, 817.
Toasts, 817.
Token, 819.

Tomb
of

Territorial Jurisdiction, 806.
Tessel, Indented. See Tessellated
Border, 808.
Tessellated, 807.
Border, 807.
Tessera Hospitalis, 808.
Testimony, 808.
Tests, 808.
Test Word, 809.

Texas, 811.
T.-. G.-. A.-. O.-. T.-. U.-., 812.

796.

of Ezekiel, 796.
of Herod, 796.

See InstrucTongue, 820.
of Good Report, 820.
Topaz, 820.
Torches, 820.
Torgau, Constitutions of, 820.
Torrubia, Joseph, 820.
Tournon, M., 821.
Tow, Cable. See Cable Tow, ii21.
Tower, Degree of the, 821.
of Babel. See £abel, 821.
Town, Salem, 821.
Townshend, Simeon, 821.
Tracing-Board, 821.
Trade Gilds. See Gilds, 821.
Instructive.
tive

Transition Period, 822.
Transmission, Charter of, 822.
Travel, 822.
Travelling Freemasons, 822.
Theurgy, 813.
Warrants, 826.
Third Degree. See Master Ma- Travenol, Louis, 826.
son, 813.
Treasure, Incomparable, 826.
Thirty-Second
See Treasurer, 826.
Degree.
Prince oftheltoyal Secret,
Grand. See Grand Treasurer, 826.

813.
Six, 813.

Hermetic, 826.

Third Degree.

See Sovereign Grand Inspector
General, 813.
Thory, Claude Antoine, 813.

Trestle-Board, 826.
Triad, 827.
Triads, Druidical, 828.
Triad Society of China, 828.

Thoux de

Trials, Masonic, 828.
Triangle, 829.

Salverte, 814.
Life, 814.
Three, 814.

Thread of

Double.

Grand

the,

Tongue, 820.

Theological Virtues, 812.
Theoricus, 812.
Theosophists, 812.
Therapeutse, 813.

Templar Land, 792.

Grand Commander of

of Adoniram, 819.
Hiram Abif, 819.
of Tyre, 819.

Thamrauz, 812.
Thanks, 812.
Tradition, 821.
Theism, 812.
Tramping Masons, 822.
Theocratic Philosophy of Free- Transfer of Warrant, 822.
masonry, 812.
Transient Brethren, 822.

Templarius, 792.

of Scotland, 794.

and Circumstances, 816.
Tirshatha, 816.

Toleration, 819.

Globes, Bite of the
Lodge of the, 815.

Temple, 795.

Tiler's,

See Grasse,

Tercy 806.
Terminus, 806.

Tetragrammaton, 810.
Teutonic Knights, 811.

Origin of Masonry, 792.
Templars of England, 793.

Tilly de Grasse.
Tilly de, 816.

Tolerance Lodge, 819.

Tetractys,810.

792.

See Oath,

Tent, 805.
Tenure of Office, 806.

784.

Templar. See Knight Templar,

Tiler's Oath.
816.

Titles, 816.

805.

See Chief of

the TaherTMcle, 786.
Prince of the. See Prince
of the Tabernacle, 786.
Table Lodge, 786.
Tablets of Hiram Abif, 787.
Taciturnity, 788.
Tactics, 788.
Talisman, 788.
Talmud, 789.
Tamarisk, 790.
Tannehill, Wilkins, 790.
Tapis, 790.
Tarsel, 790.
Board, 790.
Tarshatha, 790.
Tassels, 790.
Tasting and Smelling, 790.
Tatnai and Shethar-Boznai, 790.
Tau, 791.
Cross, 791.
Team, 791.
Tears, 791.
Tempelorden or Tempelherreuorden, 792.
Temperance, 792.

Tierce, De la, 816.
Tile, 816.
Tiler, 816.

Timbre, 816.
Time, 816.

the, 804.

Terrasson, the Abb6 Jean, 806.
Terrible Brother, 806.

Lectures, 783.
Lodge, 783.

Chief of the.

of the,

Hierosolymae, 805.
Ten, 805.
Tengu, 805.
Tennessee, 805.

Tiler's, 780.

Symbol of Glory,

Mystic. See Mystic Tie, 815.

Temple, 804.

Naked Templier,
Templum

and

Tie, 815.

Workmen at the. See Workmen at the Temple, 805.

Grand, 779.

Compound,

See

Symbolism of

Bearer, 779.

Sworn Brothers,

804.
Spiritual.

XJrim

Grand

Offerings.

Grov/nd - Floor
Lodge, 815.

of

Points, 815.
Senses, 815.
Steps.
See Steps on
Master's Carpet, 815.
Threshing-Floor, 815.
Throne, 815.

»

See Seal of Solo-

mon and Shield of David,
830.

See

of Pythagoras.

the

talpha, 830.
Radiated, 830.
Triple, 830.

the

See Pen-

Tribe of Judah, Lion of the, 831.
Tribes of Israel, 831.
Tribunal, 831.

Supreme, 831.
Triliteral

Name,

832.

INDEX.
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Trinidad, S32.
Trinosophs, 832.
Triple Alliance, 832.

Washington Territory,
Watchwords, S72.

Urn, 849.
Uruguay, 850.
Utah, 850.

Water-fall, 872.

Tau, 832.
Trivium. See Qaadrivium, S32. "trACAXCIES in Office, 850.
Trowel, 832.
V Vale or Valley, SoO.
and Sword, 833.
Valley, Sol.
Society of the, S33.
True Masons. See Academy of

Vassal, Pierre Gerard, 851.
Vault of Steel, Sol.

True Masons, S33.
Trust in God, 833.
Truth, S34.
Tschoudy, Louis Theodore, 834.

Secret, 851.
Vedas, 853.

TuaphoU, 835.
Tubal Cain, 835.

Turkey, 837.
Turquoise, 838.
Tuscan Order, 838.
Twelve, 838.
Illustrious Knights, 838.
Lettered Name, 838.
Original Points of Masonry, 839.

Twenty-Four Inch Gauge,

840.

One, 840.
Seven, 840.
Six, $40.

Two-Lettered Name, 840.
Tyler, 840.
Type, 840.
Tvphon, 840.

Tyre, 840.
Quarries

of, 841.

Tyrlaji Freemasons, 841.
D.-., 841.

U.-.TJden, Conrad Friederich,
841.
Unaffiliated Mason, 841.
Unanimous Consent, 842.

Unfavorable Report, 843.
Uniformity of Work, 843.
Union, Grand Masters', 844.

Perfect, S.^5.
Venezuela, 855.
Vengeance, 855.
Verger, 856.
Vermont, 856.
Vernhes, J. F., 856.
Vertot, d'Auboeuf, Iten£-Aubert
de, 856.
Vesica Pisois, 857.
Vexillum Belli, Sri".
Viany, Auguste de, 857.
Vielle-Bru, Eite of. So".
Villars, Abb6 Montfeufon de,
S57.
Vincere aut Mori, 857.
Vinton, David, 857.
Violet, 858.
Virginia, 858.

Virgin, Weeping. See Weeping
Virgin, 859.
Visible Masonry, 859.
Visitation, Grand, 859.
Visiting Brethren, 860.

Eight

mund,

860.

of,

Vivat, 860.
Vogel, Paul

Master's Degree, S44.
of German Masons, 844.
of Scientific
Freemasons,

Joachim

Sigis-

860.

of the Twenty-Two.
German Union of Two
and Twenty, 845.
United Grand Lodge of England, 845.
States of America, 845.
Supreme CouncU, 846.
Unity of God, 846.

Universality of Masonry, S4(>.
Universal Language. See Znnguage, Universal, 846.
Harmony, Order of See
JIfasom-y, 846.

Universi Terrarum, etc., 846.
Unknown Philosopher, 846.
Superiors, 846.
Untempered Mortar. 847.

Unutterable Name, 847.
Unworthy Members, 847.
Upper Ciiambers, 847.

Upright Posture, 848.
Uriel, 848.

Orim and Thummim,
Uriot, Joseph, 849.

874.

AVestphalia,
of,

Secret

Tribunal)

876.

West

Virsinia, S79.

White, 879.
Ball, SSI.

Cross Knights, 8S1.
Mantle, Order of tlie, 881.

Masonry, 881.
Stone, 881.

William Henry, 8S1.
Widow's Son, 8S1."
Wife and Daughter, Jlason's.
See Mason's Wife and Daughter, 882.

Wilhelmsbad, Congress

WiU,

of, SS2.

SS2.

Wilson Manuscript, SS2.

Winding

Stairs, 882.

Legend of the, 882.
Wind, Mason's, SS6.

Window,
Wine,

886.

SS(i.

Wings of
tended,

the Cherubim, ExSSt).

Wisconsin, 886.

Wisdom,

887.

Withdrawal of Petition, 887.
Witnesses. See Trials, SS7.
Woellner, Johann C'hristoph
yon, SS7.
of, 888.

SSS. •
cutters, Order of.
Fetid furs, S^SS.

on von, 863.

Wages of a Master Mason, SymSee Foreign Coun-

tries, 863.

of Operative Masons, 863.
of the Workmen at the

Temple, 864.
Wales, 865.
Wiinds, 865.

Gh-and War-

dens, 866.

Warder, 866.
Warlike Instrument,

S67.

War, Masonry in, 867.
Warrant of Constitution, 868.
Washing Hands. See LiislrnWashington, Congress
George, 869.

S76.

Wesley, Samuel, S76.
West, S76.

Woman,

863.

Wardens, 865.
Grand. See

Welcome, S75.
Well Formed, True, and Trusty,

WolfenbUttel, Congress

tion, 869.

848.

872.

Christian
Georg
Baron von, 874.

Gottlieb,

Wood

W.-.Waechter, Eberhard, Barbolic.

Thomas Smith,
Wedekind,

Wolf, SSS.

Voigt, Friederich, 861.
Voting, 861.

Right of, 861.
Vouching, 861.
See Voyages, 862.

844.

Mesmeric

See WestphaVehm-s^richt.
lia, Secret Tribunal of, 853.
Veils, Grand Masters of the,

Visit,

872.

Sojourners, 872.

Webb-Preston Work, 872.

Weeping Virgin,

Symbolism of tlie, 854.
Venerable, Soo.
Grand Master of all Symbolic Lodges, S55.

Turcopolier, 837.

Warfariua Man,

Weary

Weishaupt, Adam, 874.

853.

Tuue, Freemasons', 837.
Turban, 837.

872.

-

Woog, Carl
Word, SS9.

Christian, SSS.

See Zost Word, 889.
Mason, 889.
Lost.

Sacred, 890.
Significant. See Significant
Word, 890.
True, 890.
Work. See Labor, 890.
Working-Tools, 890.
Work, Master of the, 890.
Workmen at the Temple, 890.
Workshop, 892.
World, 892.
Worldly Possessions, 892.
Wealth, 893.
Worship, 893.
Worshipful, 893.

Lodge.

869.

See

Worshipful,

893.

Master.
of,

See

89^5

Most, 893.

See

Worshipfiil,

INDEX.
Worshipful.Eight, 893.
Very, 893.
Wren, Sir Christopher, 893.
Wrestle, 894.
Writing, 895.

Wykeham, William

of,

895.

Wysacre, 896.

XAINTRAILLES,

Madame

de, 896.

Xavier, Mier

S

Campello, Fran-

cisco, 897.

Year of Masonry,

900.

Zarathustra, 907.
Zarthan, 907.

Yeldis, 900.

Zendavesta, 908.
Zenith, 908.
Zennaar, 908.

Yellow, 900.
Jacket, 900.
Yevele, Henry, 901.
Yggrasil, 901.

Y-ha-ho, 901.

Yod, 901.

Xinxe, 897.

York

Yoni, 901.
Constitutions, 901.

Legend, 902.

Y

Zadok, 907.

the Deposite, 900.
the Discovery, 900.
the Order. 900.
the World, 900.
Yeas and Nays, 900.
of
of
of
of

Xerophagists, 897.
Xerxes, 897.

897.
Yates, Giles Fonda, 897.
Yaveron Hamaim, 899.
Year, Hebrew, 899.
of Light, 899.

935

Manuscripts, 905.
Kite, 906.

ZABUD,

907.

Zabulon, 907.

Zeal, 907.

Zedekiah, 907.
Zelator, 907.

Zerbal, 909.

Zeredatha, 909.
Zerubbabel, 909.
Zinnendorf, Johann
von, 911.
Rite of, 912.
Zion, 912.
Zizon, 912.
Zodiac, Masonic, 912.
Zoroaster, 912.
Zurthost, 914.
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ADDENDUM
TO

ORIGINAL WORK,
CONTAINING NUMEROUS OMITTED SUBJECTS AND THE
RESULTS OF LATER RESEARCH AND DISCOVERY
TO THE PRESENT TIME.
BY
C.
5S

T.

McCLENACHAN.
937

PREFACE TO ADDENDUM.
would be superfluous
enlarge upon the
IT Dr.
Albert G. Mackey,
which
to

he

in

original very excellent Preface

the fulness of his purpose in compiling the " Encyclopaedia of
its

Kindred Sciences," were

it

by

most lucidly his objects and

sets forth

Freemasonry and

not that advancing time and continued investigation

have disclosed additional information in return for the deep and persistent

and indefatigable seekers

researches of eminent

—otherwise an Addendum
As the young
latest

to his valuable

more

after

work would be

student or older devotee looks

for,

and

is

entitled to receive, the

Masonic information and deductions derived from research
have with diffidence undertaken

this class, I

to carry

word from, or

Addendum

interpolating, the original, but

not by withdraw-

replacing the few pages of Supplement that concluded the original

This addition, therefore,

I

;

by means of a voluminous

work, and which consisted of material incidentally omitted in

and

a work of

in

on the work of the Doctor

from the standpoint where he ceased his labors ten years ago
ing a

Masonry,

light in

entirely gratuitous.

is

its

relative position.

a more complete compilation of subsequent discoveries

opinions.

have been induced to undertake

this pleasing task because such action is

fraternally invited toward the close of the Doctor's Preface,

and who

also says, " I

do not present this work as perfect, for I well know that the culminating point
of perfection can never be attained by
circumstances, I have sought to
for the

make it

human

But under many adverse

effort.

as perfect as I could.

Encyclopjedias are,

most part, the result of the conjoined labor of many writers."

Neither

do I assume perfection in the Addendum, but hope to advance an additional
step toward completion.

Who

more appropriately should carry out

esteemed Doctor than one
a generation, and

who

it is

who knew him

this

invitation

and

intimately and revered

effort of the

him

for nearly

not improbable would have been selected by him, had

the choice been given the original author and compiler to continue a work which
is

" the result of the conjoined labor of

This Addendum, therefore,

who had no

is

many

offered as

writers."

a loving tribute to an esteemed author,

peer in his successful endeavors to add so materially to the general

information of the Craft.
C. T.

New York,

March

1,

McClekachan.

1884.
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ALBERT GALLATIN MACKEY.
'

Great Oiver, grant

The

"TV
1

"yO more
to

i|

active

life,

me Thy

last gift

and

best,

gift of rest."

in the cause of the welfare of his fellow-man, can be referred

with greater pride than that of

Albebt Gallatin Mackey, who was

born at Charleston, South Carolina, on the 12th of March, 1807.

Having passed four

years beyond the threescore and ten, ever studying the best interests of humanity,

the period for rest became welcome,

—and

thus, at "

Old Point Comfort," on the 20th

Mason yielded to the inevitable in nature.
was the youngest son of Dr. John Mackey, also a native of South Carolina,

of June, 1881, the eminent scholar and

He

born in Lancaster

district,

and a

lineal descendant of the celebrated

Highland

chieftain,

Rob Eoy Macgregor. At an early age, Albert the son became dependent upon his
own energy. After receiving an excellent English education and an elementary course
in the classical languages,

—he

became a

—^which he

subsequently and assiduously privately pursued,

tutor, receiving, at the age of seventeen, the

appointment of teacher of

the public school on John's Island, in the neighborhood of Charleston.

While thus em-

ployed, he devoted himself so sedulously to the study of medicine that he was admitted
to the

South Carolina medical college at Charleston, and was graduated March, 1832,

receiving his diploma as a doctor of medicine.

His thesis in Latin obtained the
941

first

memoIr of albert gallatix mackey.

942
prize

—an

equivalent to the

first

honor in other

tised his profession in the vicinity of Charleston,

Asiatic cholera.

Dr. Mackey, residing about

which

fifty

For some ye^rs he prac-

colleges.

city, in 1836,

was

by the

visited

miles from the city, hastened to the

scene of the plague, taking charge of a plantation on one of the neighboring islands

where the cholera was raging among the negroes.
weeks he skilfully treated the
returned

to the city,

which became

1836, he married Miss Sarah

anatomy

in the

six years before

disease,

his

finally

assistance, for several

its

He

progress.

then
2S,

In 1838 he was elected demonstrator of

—the college in which he was graduated

South Carolina medical college

—

and was

also appointed physician of the city almshouse.

Although Dr. Mackey was devoted

Subsequently he was connected with

to his profession, his strong literary taste,

and archseological

to relinquish the practice of medicine

and

many

and

pursuits, led him, about 1812,

to devote himself entirely to literature.

literary

and

political journals,

such as the

Quarterly Review, Literary Bulletin, Southern Patriot, Charleston Evening Keios,

Total Abstinence Banner, Charleston Sun, and

Morning

was the principal and of others the associate
literary magazines,

and his

successful

editor.

Transcript, of

He

some of which he

also contributed largely to

fugitive pieces are scattered over the pages of Southern

As a

lecturer on literary subjects, Dr. JMackey was eminently
whenever he entered the lyceum, and his lectures on the " Temperaments,"

periodical literature.

"The Middle
and on other

Ages,"

"The True

Condition of

Woman," "The Poetry

its

kindred sciences he devoted the best years of his

passed, and raised to the sublime degree of Master

Lodge, No.
Lodge, No.

of Talismans,"

were received with much favor wherever delivered.

subjects,

Masonry, however, that Dr. Mackey attained his greatest celebrity,

It is in

that and

Without
checked

permanent residence, and where, December

Pamela Hubbell.

especially his fondness for linguistic

Smdhem

and

10, at Charleston, S. C.
1,

;

Mason

He

for to

was

initiated,

in 1841, in St.

Andrew's

immediately afterwards he

life.

affiliated

with Solomon's

of the same city, and in December, 1842, was elected Master thereof.

In the following year, December, 1843, he was elected Grand Secretary, and in March,
1845,

Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of South

Carolina.

In both

offices

he was

continued uninterruptedly until 1866, combining with the duties of the Secretariat
that of preparing the Reports on Foreign Correspondence.

In the Grand Chapter of

Royal Arch Masons of South Carolina, Dr. Mackey was elected Grand Lecturer in
1845, Deputy Grand High Priest in 1847, and in each successive year, until 1854,

when he was made Grand High
re-elections, until 1867.

Upon

Priest, in

which position he served, by continuous

the organization, in 1860, in South Carolina of a

Council of Royal and Select Masters, he was elected Grand Master.

he

filled

these important positions in the

Grand

During the period

Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, and Grand

Council of South Carolina, he exercised a potential and beneficial influence over the

Masonry of that
to

State,

which grew under

one of great prosperity.

instructive lectures

he represented.

and

his fostering care from a condition of weakness
His Annual Reports on Foreign Correspondence, and his

addresses, gave

him a reputation which was shared by the Bodies

In 1859, the Royal Arch Masons of the United States, at their triennial

convocation in Chicago, elected him to the highest position within their

gift,

that of
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—an

General Grand High Priest

Mackey took an

Dr.

that

of the United States, and was immediately elected
tinuously occupied until his death.

its

for the

Southern Jurisdiction

Secretary-General, which he con-

For many years he was the

oldest

member of the

Eite in the United States, in virtue of which he held the position of
Council, and, as a

ment,

made

mark of

As

respect

and esteem, that Supreme Body, by

the office of Secretary-General, which

third office during his

early period

In 1844, he received the Thirty-third or ultimate degree of

became a member of the Supreme Council

rite,

At an

for six years.

in Scottish Eite Masonry, the abstruse philosophy of

interest

which he found congenial.

which he held

office

943

Dean

of the

special enact-

usually the sixth in rank, the

is

life.

a contributor to the literature and science of Freemasonry, Dr. Mackey's labors

Eob

have been more extensive than those of any other in this country or in Europe.
Morris, than

whom no

one has had better opportunities of judging, said in 1856, in his

Eeminiscences, that " the character of Dr.

writer in all departments of

unless

Masonry

is,

Mackey

we

as a profound

and

lucid historian

conceive, unequalled by

any living

be the venerable Dr. Oliver of England."

it

In 1845, Dr. Mackey published his

first

Masonic work, entitled

A

Lexicon of Free-

masonry, which he from time to time revised, corrected, and enlarged, until

contained twice as
editions

much

matter as the

have been published in

this country,

South Carolina, in 1852
;

Law,

;

Manual of

the Lodge, in 1862

;

;

in 1856

;

it

finally

book about eighteen

Then followed The

Text-Book of Masonic Jurisprudence, in 1859

Carolina, in 1861

this

In 1851 he pub-

and four in England.

Principles of Masonic

;

Of

edition.

first

lished his second work, entitled The Mystic Tie.

1858

and

writer,

Ahi'tnan Eezon of

Book of

the Chapter, in

History of Freemasonry in South

Cryptic Masonry, in 1867

;

Symbolism,

of Freemasonry and Masonic Ritual, in 1869; Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, in 1874;

and

Masonic Parliamentary Law, in 1875.
Dr.

Mackey

also contributed largely to the

Masonic periodical press of the country.

In 1849 he established and edited the Southern and Western Masonic Miscellany, which

he discontinued

the

title

first

number of which made

its

appearance in July, under

of The American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry ; but, after an existence of

two years, the publication was discontinued,

Upon

it

being evident, as asserted in the valedic-

a Masonic magazine of so high a standard was

tory, that

to

In 1857 he undertook the publication

after the close of the fifth year.

of a Masonic review, the

in

advance of the Masonic age.

the suspension of the Quarterly Review of Freemasonry, Dr.

assume

editorial charge of a

in July, 1859

;

Mackey was

invited

department of the American Freemason, which he accepted

but his connection with that magazine continued for a year only.

In 1865 he was solicited to take charge of a department in the Masonic Trowel, to

which he consented, his
for the successive

first article

appearing in the September number of 1865, and

numbers he continued

to write for nearly three years.

In October, 1871, Dr. Mackey again began the publication of a Masonic magazine of
his

Although a periodical of great merit,

own, Mackey's National Freemason.

his Quarterly Review,

and consequently

was too profound

after three years it

in its

it,

like

disquisitions to suit the general reader,

was discontinued.

Immediately thereafter, Dr.

:
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Mackey's services were secured
editors in January, 1875,

and

for the Voice of Masonry, of

for over four years

which he became one of the

was a constant contributor

to the

columns of that periodical.
Dr.

Mackey was ever

too

much

of a litterateur to become a politician by profession,

During the

late

the Rebellion, in opposition to the dominant sentiment of the people of his

own

yet the force of circumstances for a time drew

War of

him within

its lines.

State (South Carolina) and the opinions of his most influential

maintained an undisguised allegiance

whole contest zealously loyal

to the

to the National

tunity to afford relief to the Federal prisoners
his reach,

and many

still

and nearest

friends,

he

Federal Union, and continued through the

government.

whom

He

embraced every oppor-

the fortunes of war brought within

remember with gratitude the

services

he then rendered them.

In recognition of his well-known devotion to the cause of the Union, he was appointed,
in July, 1865,

by the President of the United

States, Collector of

Customs at the port

In 1868, in accordance with the reconstruction acts of Congress, a con-

of Charleston.

vention of the people of South Carolina was called to form a constitution.

To

this

convention he was chosen a delegate from the county of Charleston, and upon
organization was unanimously elected president.

held in pursuance of the

new

constitution,

the Senate of the United States.
invitation of the

He

At

the

first

he was within one vote of being elected

subsequently withdrew from

Supreme Council of Scottish Rite Masons

its

session of the Legislature,

for the

politics,

and

to

at the

Southern Jurisdiction

of the United States, removed, in 1870, to the city of Washington, D.

C, where he

continued to reside until, advised by his physician, he went to Old Point Comfort,
Virginia, and there died in June, 1881.

In the eulogy over Dr. Mackey, delivered by Past Grand Master Henry Buist, of
Georgia, before the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction, he said of the

Doctor

"He

was a fearless and gifted speaker; his language was courteous and manner
and occasionally, in his earnestness to maintain what he conceived to be
the right, he became animated and eloquent. Positive in his convictions, he was bold
in their advocacy. His course of action once determined on, supported by an approving conscience, no fear or disfavor or discomfiture could swerve him from his fixed
dignified;

purpose.

"Whatever was the emergency, he was always equal to it.
" Where others doubted, he was confident; where others faltered, he was immovable;
where others queried, he affirmed.
"He was faithful to every public and Masonic duty.

Treachery found no place in
never betrayed a trust.
" He was eminently sincere and loyal to his friends, and those who were most intimately associated with him learned to appreciate him the most.
" He was generous and frank in his impulses, and cherished malice toward none,
his character.

He

and charity for all.
" His monument is in the hearts of those who knew him longest and best.
" He is no longer of this earth.
His work among men is ended his earthly record
;

is

complete."

q

rp

jj_q

;
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ADDENDUM,
ADAM

Lo

A.

{ii,Jleph.) In the Accadian, Greek,
Etruscan, Pelasgian, Gallic, Samaritan,
and Egyptian or Coptic, of nearly the same
formation as the English letter. It originally meant with or together, but at present signifies one. In most languages it is
the initial letter of the alphabet; not so,
however, in the Ethiopian, where it is the
thirteenth.
The sacred Aleph has the numerical value of one, and is composed of
two Yods, one on either side of an inclined

Vau.

It

is

said to typify the Trinity in

Abditorium. A
deposit of records

secret place for the

—a Tabularium.

Abercorn, £arl

of. James HamilLord Paisley, named Grand Master of
England by the retiring G. Master, the
Duke of Richmond, in 1725. He was at
that time the Master of a Lodge, and assisted in instituting the existing Lodge of
ton,

Benevolence.

Abib. The original name of the Hebrew month Nisan, nearly corresponding
to the month of March, the

The Canaanite signification is Bull, first of the ecclesiastical
symbol of generation. The Divine name year. Abib is frequently
in Hebrew connected with this letter is mentioned in the Sacred
Scriptures,
and signifies
nTTN', A H I H.
Unity.

Band. A

degree instituted
Aaron's
in 1824, in New York city, mainly for social
purposes, and conferred in an independent
body. Its ceremonies were not dissimilar
to those of High Priesthood, which caused

green ears of corn or fresh

the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State
to take umbrage, and the small gathering

rived

dispersed.

of destruction.

Abaciscus.

The diminutive

of Abacus, and, in architecture, refers to the
squares of the tessellated pavement or
checkered flooring of the ground floor of
the Solomonian Temple.
Abazar. The title given to the Master of Ceremonies in the Sixth Degree of
the Modern French Eite.
Abcbal. The father of Hiram, the
King of Tyre.
Abdiel. (Heb., Servant of God.) The
name of an angel mentioned by the Jewish
Kabbalists. He is represented in Milton's
Paradise Lost, Book V., as one of the seraphim, who, when Satan tried to stir up a
revolt among the angels subordinate to his
authority, alone and boldly withstood his
traitorous designs

fruits.

Abibala.

The

first

Assassin in the Elu of the

Modern French

Rite.

De-

from the Hebrew
words Abi and balah, father

Acacia.

Acacia vera,

or Nilotica, in Africa, called
babul tree in India, and its
gum babul, which is similar to gum-arabic.

The bark of Acacia Arabica

Academic des Illumines d'ATA Hermetic system of philoso-

phy, created in 1785.
The Entered Apprentice degree symbolizes the creation of man and
his first perception of light.
In the Elohist form of the Creation we read, " Elohim
said, Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let him have
dominion over the fishes of the sea, over
the fowls of the air, over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every reptile
that creeps upon the earth
And Elohim
created man in his image ; in the image of
Elohim he created him male and female
he created them.
And Yahveh Elohim
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed in his nostrils the breath of life,
and man was made a living being.'' With945

Adam.

'

;

Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified,
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal.

The name Abdiel became the synonym
honor and faithfulness.

6T

60

.

of

a powerful

ignon.

!

Among the faithless, faithful only he
Among innumerable false, unmoved.

is

tonic in India.

.

.

'

—
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out giving more than a passing reference to
ihespeculati ve origin and production of man
and to liis spontaneous genenition I^ncipf
Generateiir as set forth by the Egyptians.
when we are told that "" the fertilizing mud
left by the Nile, and exposed to the Tiyifying action of heat induced by the sun's
rays, brought forth germs which spring up
as the bodies of men,"' accepted cosmogonies only will be hereinafter mentioned thus
in that of Peru, the first man, created by the

—

;

and successively Noah took the place of
Seth, and so followed Abraham and Moses.
The worship of Adam as the God-like idea,
succeeded by Seth, Noah, Abraham, and
Moses, through the symbolism of pillars,
monoliths, obelisks, or Matsebas (images),
gjive rise to other symbolic images, as where
Noah was adcared under the emblems of a
man, ark, and serpent, signifying heat, fire,
or passion.
I pon the death of Adam, says traditional history, the pious Gregory declared that the " dead body shouid be lept
above ff)-ound, till a fulness of time should
come to commit it to the middle of the
earth by a priest of the most high God.''

is called Alpa Cam"Animated earth." The Mandaiis, one
of the North American tribes, relate that the
Great Spirit moulded two figures of clay,
which he dried and animated with the
breath of his month, one receiving the This traditional prophecy was fulfilled, it
name of Fii-st Man, and the other that of is said, by the body of Adam having been
Companion. Taeroa, the god of Tahiti, preserved in a chest until about ISOO B. c,
formed man of the red earth, say the in- when "Melchizedek buried the body in
habitants and so we might continue. But Salem {formerly the name of Jerusalem),
as Francois Lenormant remarks in the Be- which might very well be the middle of the

Divine Omnipotence,
asca.

;

pinnin^ of History, let us confine ourselves
to the cosmogony offered by the sacred
traditions of the great civilized nations of
antiquity. " The Chaldeans call Adam the

man whom

the earth produced. And he
lay without movement, without life, and
without breath, just like an image of the
heavenly Adam, until his soul had been
given him by the latter." The cosmogonic
account peculiar to Babylon, as given by
Berossus, says: "Belos, seeing that the
earth was uninhabited, though fertile, cut
off his own head, and the other gods, after
kneading with earth the blood that flowed
from it, formed men, who therefore are endowed with intelligence, and share in the
divine thought," etc. The term employed
to designate " man," in his connection with
his Creator, is admu, the Assyrian counterpart of the Hebrew Adam'.
(G. Smith,
Chaldean Aeemtnt of Genesis. ) Lenormant
further says, that the firagments of Berossus
give Adoros as the name of the first patriarch, and Adiuru has been discovered on

the cuneiform inscriptions.
Zoroaster makes the creation of man the
voluntary act of a personal god, distinct
from primordial matter, and his theory
stands alone among the learned religions of
the ancient world.
According to Jewish tradition in the

Targumim and

Talmud, as

habitableVorld."
The Sethites used to say their prayers
daily in tlie Ark b^ore the body of Adam,
J. G. B. Forlong, in his liirerg of Life, tells
us that " It appears from both the ^bid
Aben Batric and the Arabic Catena, that
there existed the following 'short litany,
said to have been conceived by Noah.'
Then follows the prayer of Noah, which
was used for so long a period by the Jewish Freemasons at the opening of the
'

Lodge:
"

'

O Lord, excellent art thou in thy truth,

and there

is notliing great in comparison
L<iok upon us with the eye of
mercy and compassion. Deliver us from
this deluge of waters, and set our tieet in a
large room. By the sorrows of Adam, the
first made man
by the blood of Abet, thy
holy one by the righteousness of .Sr/A, in
whcmi thou art well pleased; number us
not amongst those who have transgressed
thy statutes, but take us into thy merciful
care, for thou art our Belirerer,a.i\d thine
is the praise for all the works of tliy hand
for evermore.
And the sons of Noah said,

of thee.

;

;

Amen, Lord.'

''

The Master

of the Lodge would omit the
reference to the deluge and add the following to the prayer: "But grant, we beseech
thee, that the ruler of this lodge may be

Moses endued with knowledge and wisdom to instruct us and explain his secret mysteries,
woman at the same time, having two faces, as our holy brotlier Moses did (in his lodge)
turned in two opposite directions, and that to Aaron," to Eleazar, and to Ithamai- (the
during a stupor the Creator separated Hav- sons of Aaron), and the several elders of
Maimonides,

the

Adam was

also to

created

man and

vah, his feminine half; from him, in order
to make of her a distinct person.
Thus
were separated the primordial androgyn.

Israel."

Adaiu Kadmon.
doctrine, the

With Shemitesand Mohammedans Adam nation from
was symbolized in the Lingam, whilst with
the Jews Seth was their Adam or Lingam,

In theKabbalistic

name given
the

to the first

ema-

Eternal Fountain, It
signifies the first man, or the first production of divine energy, or the son of God,

;

AFFILIATE
and

to it the other
are subordinate.

Affiliate,

and

Free.

inferior

emanations

Allab.

The French gave

Hebrew,

(Fig. L)

1 ),

ni'7X,

(Fig.

-+

nor vote. Known among Americans as
" honorary members."
Africa. In the French Rite of Adoption, the south of the lodge is called Africa.
African Brotherbood. The Purrah is a strong brotherhood in the country
back of the Sierra Leone. The ceremonies

947
ilu ;

Aramaic,

ilOah.)

The

(Fig. S.)

2.)

Mi,

ss,

Arabic name of God, derived from (Fig.

2)

i(!aA,god,andthearticle(Fig.3)a/,expressing
the God by way of eminence. lu the great
profession of the Unity, on which is founded
the religion of Islam, both terms are used, as,

are sealed to the uninitiated, and are discovered to be in progress by the howls and
dancing lights. Profane intrusion would
be death. The object or purpose of the
brotherhood is not known.
Two other
associations exist, known as the Samo and
the Bundo, but their ceremonies and definite object have not been promulgated.

pronounced "Ld ilaha ill' Allah," there
is no god but God, the real meaning of the
expression being, " There is only one God."
Mohammed relates that in his night journey
from Mecca to Jerusalem, on ascending
through the seven heavens, he beheld above
the throne of God this formula; and the
green standard of the Prophet was adorned

Africa, South. A movement commenced in 1881 has proved to be au fait
accompli in the constitution of a District
Grand Lodge, English Constitution, for
Natal, Free State, Griqualand West, and
Transvaal in South Africa. There are few
towns where Masonry flourishes as healthfully as it does in Cape Town.
Masonic
buildings in that section^ compare well
with some of the handsome structures in
other countries. The Grand Lodge has instituted a Masonic Board of Education,
which is in its fourth year, and out of
a treasury of $2000 spent $1000 for edu-

with the mystic sentence. It is the first
phrase lisped by the infant, and the devout
Moslem utters the profession of the faith at
all times, in joy, in

sorrow, in praise, in
prayer, in battle, and with his departing
breath the words are wafted to heaven; for
among the peculiar virtues of these words
is that they may be spoken without any motion of the lips.
The mourners on their
way to the grave continue the strain in
melancholy tones.
Around the supreme
name is clustered the masbaha, or rosary,
of the ninety-nine beautiful names of God,
which are often repeated by the Mohammedan in his devotions. (W. S. Palerson.)

cation.

Agatbopades. A liberal ecclesiastifounded in Brussels in the sixteenth century. Revived and revised by
Schayes in 1846. It had for its sacred sign
the pentastigma .1.
cal order

Alliance, Saered. An organization
of twenty-one brethren possessing the ultimate degree of the Scottish Rite, formed

order of business, or
The prospective busi-

order of the day.
ness to be brought before an association,
and frequently used in the higher degrees
of Masonry, thus the " Agenda Paper."
Also a book of precepts.
Ahab. Son and successor of Omri,
King of Israel from 918 to 897 B.C. He

married Jezebel, through whose influence
the PhtEnician worship of Baal was introduced, the king turning to idolatry, and the
priests and prophets of Jehovah being
cruelly persecuted. He was slain by an
arrow in the third war against Syria.
Ala.ska. Freemasonry was introduced
into the Territory of Alaska by Bro. James
Biles, Grand Master of Washington Territory, who granted, on April 14, 1868, a dispensation for the establishment of Alaska
Lodge, at Sitka. A Warrant of Constitution was granted bv the Grand Lodge of
AVashington, Se]3teraber 17, 1869.

(Assyrian (Fig.

n^X, elah;

the name of " free affiliates" to those members of a lodge who are exempted from the
payment of dues, and neither hold office

Agenda. The

ALPHABET

ADDENDUM.

New York, September 19, 1872, who assemble annually on that day. One by one,
in the due course of time, this Assembly is
to decrease until the sad duty will devolve
on some one to banquet alone with twenty
draped chairs and covers occupied by the
imaginary presence of his fellows. It was
instituted to commemorate the breaking of
a dead-lock in the close corporation of the
Supreme Council by the admission of four
very prominent members of the Fraternity.
Alpbabet, JK^uuiber of ^Letters
in. In the Sandwich Island alphabet there
are 12 letters; the Burmese, 19; Italian, 20;
in

Bengalese, 21; Hebrew, Syrian, Chaldee,
Phoenician, and Samaritan, 22 each Greek,
24 ; Latin, 25 German, Dutch, and English,
26 each; Spanish and Sclavonic, 27 each;
Persian and Coptic, 32 each Georgian, 35
Armenian, 38; Russian, 41; Muscovite,
;

;

;

|
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ALrSIRAT

43 ; Sanskrit and Japanese, 50 each

;
Ethiopic and Tartarian, 202 each.
Al-Sirat. (Ar., the path.) The very
narrow bridge extending from this world to
the next over the abyss of hell, which must
be passed by every one who would enter
the Mohammedan paradise. Its width will
compare with a hair, the edge of a sword, or
the thread of a famished spider. The virtaous cross swiftly and safely, the sinful stumble and fall to the bottomless pit. Koran.
Amal-saggbi. (Great labor.) The
name of the f>th step of the mystic ladder
of Kadosh, A. A. Scottish Rite.

Auiarantb, Order of the.

Insti-

tuted by Queen Christina of Sweden in
1653, and numbering 31, composed of
15 knights, 15 ladies, and the Queen as
the Grandmistress. The insignia consisted
of two letters A interlaced, one being inverted, within a laurel crown, and bearing
the motto, Dolce nella rnemoria. The annual festival of this equestrian Order was
society of a
held at the Epiphany.
similar name, androgynous in its nature,
was i nstituted in 1883, under the supervision
of Robert Jlacoy, of New York, to supplement the Order of the Eastern Star, having
a social and charitable purpose, the ritual of
which, as well jis its constitutional government, has met with much commendation.
Aineuti. See Book of the Dead.

A

Amor Honores Jnstitia. A motto

of the Grand Lodge of England used prior
to the union of 1813, and is to be found
graven on the " Masonic Token " of 1794,
commemorative of the election of the
Prince of AVales as M. W. Grand Master,

Nov.

24, 1790.

Auirn. The name

given to the Phoenician carpenter, who is represented in some
legends as one of the Assassins, f anor and
Metusael being the other two.
Ainsliaspands. The name given in
the Persian Avesta to the six good genii or
powerful angels whocontinuously wait round
the throne of Ormudz, or Ormazd. Also the
name of the six summer months and the six
productive working properties of nature.
small race of giants in
Aliakim.
stature in the south of Palestine who
terrified the Hebrew spies upon entering
the Land of Promise from Kadesh-Barnea.

A

Aucient and Priuiitive Kite.
One

the

modifications or outgrowths from the Memphis Rite. According to the constitution, the order dates
in France from 1S!8; in America from
and in England from Oct. 8,
1856
1853. In 1865 the degrees of the order
were reduced in number from 95 to 33,
and the name of the Sovereign Sanctuary,
etc., changed to Supreme Council, as was
alleged by Harry Seymour, of New York,
then chief of the order, for the more suc-

of

;

later

APRON
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competition with the Supreme
Council of 33 degrees of the A. A. Scottish

cessfiil

Rite,

from which he had been expelled.

M

Anima

undi, Soxd of the World.
doctrine of the early philosophers, who
conceived that an immaterial force resided
in nature and was the source of all physical
and sentient life, yet not intelligential.
EgypUaco. In the Egyptian
year.
The date used by the Hermetic
Fraternity, and found by adding 5044 to
the Vulgar Era prior to each 20th July,
being the number of years since the consolidation of the Egyptian monarchy under

A

Anno

Menes.

Annbis, or Anepn. Egyptian deity,
son of Osiris and Nephthys. The Greek
Hermes. Having the head of a jackal,
with pointed ears and snout, which the
Greeks frequently changed to those of a
dog. At times represented as wearing a
double crown. His duty was to accompany
the souls of the deceased to Hades (Anienthes),

and

assist

Horus

in

weighing their

actions under the inspection of Osiris.
Apex, Rite of. See Sat B'hai,

Order

of.

The sacred bull, held in high
reverence by the Egyptians as possessing
divine powers, specially the gift of prophecy.
As it was deemed essential the animal
should be peculiarly marked by nature,
much diflSculty was experienced in procuring it.
The bull was required to be
black, with a white triangle on its forehead, a white crescent on its side, and a
knotted growth, like a scarabseus, under
the tongue. Such an animal being found,
it was fed for four mouths in a building
facing the East.
At new moon it was
embarked on a special vessel, prepared
with exquisite care, and with solemn cere-

Apis.

mony conveyed to Heliopolis, where for
forty days it was fed by priests and women.
In its sanctified condition it was taken to
Memphis and housed in a temple with two
chapels and a court wherein to exercise.
The omen was good or evil in accordance
with which

chapel

it

entered from the

At the .ige of 25 years it was led to
its death, amid great mourning and lamentations. The bull or apis was an in>portant
religious factor in the Isian worship, and
court.

was continued as a creature of reverence
during the Roman domination of Egypt.

Apron, Washington's.

On

the

next page is a faithful representation of
the emblems, wrought in needle-work upon
white satin by Madame Lafayette, for a

Masonic apron, which the Marquis conveyed from Paris to General Washington
at Mount Vernon.
It was a cherlSied
memorial, which after Washington's death
was formally presented to the " Washino-ton Benevolent Society," at Philadelphia!

;

ARABICI
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his quarto work on " The History of Freemasonry," the fourth volume of the six being at present in the hands of the publishers.
This is the Masonic work of the age.

Arctalmagns. The chief officer of
the Mithraic Mysteries in Persia. He was
the representative of Ormudz, or Ormazd,
the type of the good, the true, and the beautiful, who overcame Ahriman, the spirit of
evil, of the base, and of darkness.
Architect, Engineer and.
officer in the

French

Rite,

An

whose duty

it

take charge of the furniture of the
Lodge. In the Scottish Rite, such officer
in the Consistory has charge of the general
arrangement of all preparatory matters for
the working or ceremonial of the degrees.
Argonants, Order of. A German
androgynous Masonic society founded in
1775, by brethren of the Rite of Strict
Observance. Much of the myth of the
Argonauts was introduced into the forms
and ceremonies, and many of the symbols
taken from this source, such as meeting upon
the deck of a vessel, the chief officer being
called Grand Admiral, and the nomenclature of parts of the vessel being used.
The motto was Ed Lebe die Freude, or Joy
is to

Arabici. An Arabian sect of the
second century, who believed that the soul
died with the body, to be again revived
with it at the general resurrection.
Aranyaka. An appendage to the
Veda of the Indians supplementary to
the Brahnianas, but giving more prominence to the mystical sense of the rites of
worship.
Arbroatb, Abbey of, England.
Erected during the 12th century. Rev.
Charles Cordinet, in his description of the
ruins of North Britain, has given an account of a seal of the abbey Arbroath
marked " Initiation." The seal was ancient
before the abbey had an existence, and contains a perfectly distinct characteristic of
the Scottish Kite.

Arcade de la Pelleterie.
name of

The

derision given to the Orient of

Clermont in France, that is to say, to the
Old Grand Lodge, before the union in
1799.

Arch£eology, Masonic.

As

well

expressed in Tlie (London) Freemason, " We
are just at the portals of Masonic history,"
despite all that has been done and written
of late years, not only are we still on the
" threshold of inquiry," but we may have
to modify many of our views, and not a
few of our conclusions.
The Guild theory is still warmly supported in England.
PrimcBval religion, especially the "Pyramidical School," and the connection of
Masonry with the "Ancient Mysteries,"
are all again being carefully worked over.
Hermeticism is not discarded, and, as our
numerous careful students press onward,

we may

all

sentially

many dogmatic

be compelled to modify

es-

declarations and

In all this,
Brother Robert Freke Gould, of London,
is revealing wonders by the publication of
countless hasty assumptions.

forever.

Arianism. The doctrine of Arius,
a presbyter of Alexandria, promulgated in
821 A.D., which was inconsistent with the
divinity of Christ. Bishop Alexander insisted that the Son isco-eternal, co-essential,

and co-equal with the Father. Arius opposed this, and asserted that there was a
time when the Son was not, as the Father
begat the Son, and the latter therefore
could not be eternal.

The controversy

many

years, when Alexander called
a council of his clergy, which was attend-

lasted

ed by nearly 100 bishops, and Arius was
deposed and excommunicated.
Ariel. In the demonology of the Kabbala, the spirit of air; the guardian angel of
innocence and purity
hence the Masonic
synonym. A name applied to Jerusalem
a water spirit.
Arkansas. Dr. Mackey observes that
much obscurity concerns the early history
of Masonry in Arkansas
That the disastrous conflagration of November, 1864,
which destroyed the Grand I^odge hall,
consumed all the records anterior to 1846.
Grand Secretary Blocher says that on February 22, 1832, three Lodges Washington,
Western Star, and Morning Star (C. W.
Moore asserted there was another) assembled at Little Rock in convention and
organized the Grand Lodge.
Coleman's Maxonie Calendar for 1880 says
the Grand Lodge was organized November
:

—

—

25, 1838.

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Ma-

ARK
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sons was organized April 28, 1851, by three
Chapters, located at Fayetteville, Little

Rock, and El Dorado, which had previously received charters from the General
Grand Chapter of the United States.
The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters was established in the year 1860.
The Grand Commandery of the Order
of the Temple was organized on March

Baldric—Belt

diagonally crossing the

body.

,

Battle-axe— Weapon with

and spear-head.
.
Beaver— Front of helmet, which is
raised to admit food and drink.
Beaker—The drinking-cup with mouthlip.

Belt—For

body.

Badge of knightly

23, 1872.

rank.

A Lodge, Council, Chapter, Council of
Kadosh, and Consistory of the Scottish
Rite are established at Little Rock.

from elbow to shoulder.

Ark Mariner, Royal, Jewel of.
The

jewel of this degree prefigures the
teachings, which are unique, and draw
their symbols from the sea, rain, ark, dove,
olive-branch, and Rainbow. This last symbol, as El's sign, "overshadows" the ark,

axe-blade

—Armor

Bkassart

Buckler— A
the body.

to protect the

long shield for protecting

—

Corselet Breast-plate.
CrE!-t Ornament on helmet

—

ing rank.

arm

designat-

—
—

Cuirass Back-plate.
Fasces Armor for the thighs, hung
from the coreelet.
Gadling Sharp metallic knuckles on

—

gauntlet.

—
—
—
Hauberk—Shirt

Gauntlet Mailed gloves.
Gorget Armor for the neck.
Halberd Long-pole axe.
of mail, of rings or

scales.

Helmet

or

Casque

—Armor

for

the

head.

Jambeux—Armor for the legs.
JUPON— Sleeveless jacket, to the hips.
Lance Long spear with metallic head

—

and pennon.
Mace Heavy, short

—

ing with spiked

Mantle —Outer

—
—

staff

of metal, end-

ball.

cloak.

Morion Head armor without
Pennon A pennant, or short

visor.

streamer

bifurcated.

Plume—The designation of knighthood.

—

which really is the sign of Ishtar. The ark
is said to have contained all the elements
of Elohim's creative power, and in " about
nine months and three days there came
forth the pent-up energies of Maiya;"
her symbol is the dove with the mystic
olive,

which are sacred

to her.

The whole

underlying thought is that of creation.
Armor. In English statutes, armor is
used for the whole apparatus of war offensive and defensive arms. In the Order
of the Temple pieces of armor are used to
a limited extent. In the chivalric degrees
of the Scottish Rite, in order to carry out
the symbolism as well as to render effect to
its dramas, armor pieces and articles for
use of knights become necessary, with
mantling, crest, mottoes, etc. Some are
herein enumerated
AlLLETTES Square shields for the shoul;

—

:

ders.

Anlace — Short

dle.

dagger worn at the

gir-

Sallet Light helmet for foot soldiers.
Spear Sword, spur, shield.
Visor Frout of helmet (slashed), mov-

—
—

ing on pivots.
Aroba. Pledge, covenant, agreement.
(Latin, Ai-rhabo, a token or pledge.
Hebrew, Arab, which is the root of Arubbah,
surety, hostage.)
This important word, in
the Fourteenth Degree of the Scottish Rite,
is used when the initiate partakes of the
"Ancient Aroba," the pledge, or covenant
of friendship, by eating and drinking with
his new companions. The word is of greater
import than that implied in mere hospitality.
The word " aroba " appeal's nowhere
in English works, and seems to have been
omitted by Masonic writers.
The root
"arab" is one of the oldest in the Hebrew language, and means to interweave or
to mingle, to exchange, to become surety
for any one, and to pledge even the life
of one person for another, or the strongest
pledge that can be given (Genesis xliii. 9).
Judah pleads with Israel to let Benjamin

ARTISAN
go with him

to be presented in Egypt to
Joseph, as the latter had requested. He
says: "Send the lad with me; I will be

surety for him;" and before Joseph he
makes the same remark in Gen. xliv. 32.
Job, in chap. xvii. 3, appealing to God,
says " Put me in a surety with thee who
is he who will strike hands with me?" (See
also 1 Sam. xvii. 18.) In its pure form, the
word "arubbah" occurs only once in the
Old Testament (Prov. xvii. 18):
man
void of understanding striketh hands, and
becometh surety in the presence of his
friend."
In Latin, Plautus makes use of
the following phrase:
Hunc arrhabonem
amoria a me accipe."
Artisan, Chief. An officer in the
Council of Knights of Constantinople.
:

;

"A

'''

Arundel, Tbomas Howard,
Earl of. Tradition places Arundel as
the Grand Master of English. Freemasons
from 1633 to 1635. This is in accordance
with Anderson and Preston.
Aryan. One of the three historical
divisions of religion
the other two being
the Turanian and the Sheraitic. It produced Brahmanism, Buddhism, and the
Code of Zoroaster.
variegated pavement
Asarota.
used for flooring in temples and ancient

—

A

The twelve gods and

as
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of eminence have adhered to the doctrines
of astrology as a science. It is a study well
considered in, and forming an important
part of, the ceremonies of the "Philosophus," or fourth grade of the First Order
of the Society of Eosicrucians. Astrology
has been deemed the twin science of astronomy, grasping knowledge from the
heavenly bodies, and granting a proper
understanding of many of the startling
forces in nature.
It is claimed that the
constellations of the zodiac govern the
earthly animals, and that every star has
its peculiar nature, property, and function,
the seal and character of which it impresses
through its rays upon plants, minerals, and
animal life. This science was known to the
ancients as the '' divine art." See Magic.
Atossa. The daughter of King Cyrus
of Persia, Queen of Cambyses, and afterward of Darius Hystaspes, of whom she
had Xerxes. Eeferred to in the degree of
Prince of Jerusalem, 16th, Scottish Eite.

Atthakatha. An immense commentary of 258 volumes, on the canonical
books of Buddhism, and formerly regarded
as of equal authority with them. It is
ascribed to Badhagosha, about 420 A. d.
The Tripitaka and the Atthakatha together
are said to contain two million lines.

" Audi, Vide, Tace."

edifices.

Ases.

AURORA
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many and

A

be silent.)

{Hear,

see,

motto frequently found

goddesses in the Scandinavian mythology.
Asia. In the French Eite of Adoption,
the east end of the Lodge is called Asia.

on Masonic medals, and often appropriately used in Masonic documents.

and north of, Nineveh, built by
Sargon, about 721 B. c, in size about a mile
square, with its angles facing the cardinal
points, and the inclosure containing the
finest specimens of their architecture, revived much interest in archaeologists. The
chief place of regard is the royal palace,
which was like unto a city of itself, everything being on a colossal scale. The walls
of the town were 45 feet thick. The inclined approach to the palace was flanked
by strangely formed bulls from 15 to 19 feet
high. There were terraces, courts, and passage-ways to an innermost square of 150

chumens, and the third were The Faithful.
Auffseher. German for warden, or
overseer, having the erste or zweite, meaning
the first or second overseer.
Auger. An implement used as a
symbol in the Ark Mariner's Degree.

Auditors. The first class of the secret
Assjrrian Architecture. The dis- system adopted by the Christians in their
covery in 1882 of the remains of a town, early days. The second class were Cateclose to,

surrounded by state apartments and
The Hall of Judgment was
prominent, as also the astronomical observatory.
All entrances to great buildings
were ornamented by colossal animals and
feet,

temples.

porcelain decorations and inscriptions.
science demanding the
Astrology.
respect of the scholar, notwithstanding its
designation as a '• black art," and, in a
reflective sense, an occult science a system
of divination foretelling results by the
relative positions of the planets and other
heavenly bodies toward the earth. Men

A

;

Augustus William, Prince of
Prussia.

Born in 1722, died in 1758.

Brother of Frederick the Great, and father
of King Frederick William II. A member
of Lodge " Drei Weltkugeln," Berlin.
Aurora. (Aurea hora, golden hour;
avpiog opa, morning hour, the dawn of day.)
In Hebrew the light is called Aur, and in
its dual capacity Aurim.
Hence Urim,
lights;
as, Thme, Thummim, perfections.
Ba is the sun, the symbolic god of the
Egyptians, and Ouro, royalty. Hence we
have Aur, Ouro, Ea, which is the double
symbolic capacity of "Light." Eeferring

—

to the Urim and Thummim, Be is physical
and intellectual light, while Thme is the
divinity of truth and justice.
Aurora is the color of the baldric worn
by the brethren in the 16th Degree of the
Scottish Eite, which in the legend is said
to have been presented by King Darius to

AVATAR
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the captive Zerubbabel on presentation of
his liberty, and that of all his people, who
had been slaves in Babylon for seventy
years.

ATatar.
deity

;

The

descent

of a

Hindu

See

Evora,

an incarnation.

AtIs of Portugal.
Brothers

of.

Axe.

See Knight of
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the

Royal Axe,

Mackey.

The high
his conductor.
placing his two hands on the goat,
made confession for the people, and pronounced The Name clearly, which thg
people hearing, they knelt and worshipped,
and fell on their faces and said, "Blessed
The Honor of Bis kingdom
be the Kame.
forever and ever." The goat was then led
forth to the mountain-side and rolled down
delivered to
priest,

to death.

Azariah.

One of Daniel's three
Azrael. (Heb., help of God.) In the
friends, 605 B. c.
The King of Judah, Jewish and the Mohammedan mythology,
the name of the angel who watches over
809 B. c.
Azazel. "Scapegoat," the "demon the dying and separates the soul from the
of dry places." Translated by others to body. Prior to the intercession of Mobe the fallen angel mentioned in the Book hammed, Azrael inflicted the death penalty
of Enoch, and identical with Sanimael, the visibly, by striking down before the eyes
Angel of Death. Symmachus says, " the of the living those whose time for death
goat that departs;" Josephus, "the averter was come. See Henry AV. Longfellow's
" caper emissarius."
he-goats, in all respects alike

exquisite poem, Azrael.
and
Aztec Writings. The key to the
equal, were brought forward for the day Aztec writings, it is alleged, has been disof atonement. The urn was shaken and covered by Rev. Father Damago Soto, of
two lots cast one was " For the Name," Concordia, Vera Cruz.
and the other "For Azazel." A scarlet
Azure. The clear, blue color of the
tongue-shaped piece of wood was twisted sky. Cerulean. The appropriate color of
on the head of the goat to be sent away, the symbolic degrees sometimes termed
and he was placed before the gate and Blue Degrees.

of

ills,"

Two

;

B.
"B. C^, Beth.)

A labial

consonant stand-

ing second in most alphabets, and in the
Hebrew or Phoenician signifies house, probably from its form of a tent or house, thus
:

of the

clergy, resulting

Bahrdt, K. F.

accusations,

Born 1741, died

A

German teacher, said to have
been made a Mason in England, and on
his return to Germany established "The
German Union," a ^a«t-Masonic Society
nu- of six degrees " Young Men," " Men,"
1792.

finally the Hebrew 3, having the
merical value two. When united with the
leading letter of the alphabet, 3{<, it signifies Ab, Father, Master, or the one in
authority, as applied to Hiram the Architect.
This is the root of Baal.
(See
Mackey.) Hebrew name of Deity connected with this letter is "nHD. Ba'khur.

and

Bacon, Roger. An

in

through revenge, and final imprisonment.
He was noted as a Rosicrucian. Died 1292.
Bactylea. The sacred stones worshipped by the Phoenicians and Bactrians,
and Delieved by them to have fallen from
heaven.
Presumptively, meteoric stones.

English

monk

who made wonderful

discoveries in many
sciences.
He was born in Ilchesteriu 1214,
educated at Oxford and Paris, and entered
the Franciscan Order in his twenty-fifth
year. He explored the secrets of nature, and
made many discoveries, the application of
which were looked upon as magic. He

denounced the ignorance and immorality

—

" Elder Men," " Mesooolites," "Diocesans,"
and " Overseers." The society was shortlived,

a

and its author imprisoned in 1789
on WoUner, the minister.

for

libel

Balder

or

Baldiir.

The

ancient

Scandinavian or older German divinity.
The hero of one of the most beautiful aiid
interesting of the myths of the Edda
the
second son of Odin and Frigga, and the
husband of the maiden Nanna, In brief,
the myth recites that Balder dreamed that
his life was threatened, which being told
to the gods, a council was held by them
;

to

secure his safety.

The mother

pro-

ceeded to demand and receive from every
inanimate thing, iron and all metals^
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fire

aad water, stones, earth, plants, beasts,
birds, reptiles, poisons, and diseases, that

was more elevated than the ordinary workmen, and were freeborn. The Conversi were

they would not injure Balder. Balder then
became the subject of sport with the gods,

filiates

who wrestled, cast darts, and in innumerable
ways playfully

tested his invulnerability.

This finally displeased the mischievous,
cunning Loki, the Spirit of Evil, who, in
the form of an old woman, sought out the
mother, Frigga, and ascertained from her
that there had been excepted or omitted
from the oath the little shrub Mistletoe.
In haste Loki carried some of this shrub to
the assembly of the gods, and gave to the
blind Hoder, the god of war, selected slips,
and directing his aim. Balder fell pierced
to the heart.

Sorrow among the gods was unutterable,
and Frigga inquired who, to win her favor,
would journey to Hades and obtain from
the goddess Hel the release of Balder.
The heroic Helmod or Hermoder, son of
Odin, offered to undertake the journey.
Hel consented to permit the return if all
things animate and inanimate should weep
for Balder.
All living beings and all thingswept,save
the witch or giantess Thock (the stepdaughter of Loki), who refused to sympathize in the general mourning. Balder
was therefore obliged to linger in the kingdom of Hel until the end of the world.
The neck ribbon bearing the
jewel of the oflBce in Lodge, Chapter, or
Grand Lodge of various countries, and of
the symbolic color pertaining to the body

Band.

in

which

it is

worn.

Banner Bearer.

The name of an

known

in the higher degrees in the
French Rite. One who has in trust the
banner similar in station to the Standard
Bearer of a Grand Lodge, or of a Supreme
Body of the Scottish Rite.
oflScer

;

Banneret. A

small banner. An offiOrder of the Knights
Templar, who, with the Marshal, had
charge of warlike undertakings. A title
of an order known as Knight Banneret,
The banneret of
instituted by Edward I.
the most ancient order of knighthood called
cer

known

in the

Knight Bachelor was shaped
(Fig.l.)

(Fig.

2.)

like Fig.
(Fig.

1.

3.)

The Knights Banneret, next in age, had
a pennon like Fig. 2. That of the Barons
like Fig. 3.

Barbali Fratres.

in the Abbeys, used a oMosi-monascould leave their profession whenever they chose and could return to civil
life.
Converts who abstained from secular
pursuits as sinful and professed conversion
to the higher life of the Abbeys, without
becoming monks. Scholae or guilds of such
operatives lodged within the convents.
are told by Bro. Geo. F. Fort (in his " Critical Inquiry Concerning the Mediaeval Conventual Builders, 1884") that the scholaeof
dextrous Barbati Fratres incurred the anger of their co-religionists, by their haughty
deportment, sumptuous garb, liberty of
movement, and refusal to have their long,

tic dress,

We

—

flowing beards shaven hence their name
thus tending to the more fascinating attractions of civil life as time carried them
forward through the centuries to the middle
of the thirteenth, when William Abbott,
of Premontre, attempted to enforce the rule
of shaving the beard. '' These worthy ancestors of our modern craft deliberately refused," and said, " if the execution of this
order were pressed against them, 'they
would fireevery cloisterand cathedral in the
country.' " The decretal was withdrawn.
Bath Kol. (""pna. Daughter Voice,
or Daughter of the Voice.) The Jews say
that the Holy Spirit spoke to the Israelites
in the days of the Tabernacle through the
Urim and Thummim, and under the first
Temple by the Prophets, and under the
second by the Bath Kol, an inferior divine
intimation to the oracular voice proceeding from the Mercy-Seat, as a daughter is
supposed to be inferior to the mother.
MitZTah (Son of Commandment). An Israelite who attains the age
of thirteen years and one day, and is thenceforth responsible for his own sins corresponding to the Christian rite of confirmation. A Bar Mitzvah among the Orthodox
is bound to observe the three fundamental
principles of wearing the Talith, the Phylacteries, and the observance of the Mezuza.
hall or court-room in
Basilica.
which the king administered the laws.
Some of these were of vast size, accommodating the Tribunal, which consisted, in
addition to the curule chair of the prsetor
and space required by the suitors and their
advocates, of seats for the jury approximating two hundred.
rectangular building, mentioned in

—

Bar

:

A

A

Anderson's Constitution.
Battery. A given number of blows
by the gavels of the officers, or by the
hands of the Brethren, as a mark of

Bearded Brothers
an earlier date known as the Conversi
craftsmen known among the Con- approbation, admiration, or reverence, and
ventual Builders, admitted to the Abbey at times accompanied by the acclamation.
Corbey in the year 851, whose social grade
Benai. See Bonaim, Mackey.

— at

—

5U
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BENAKAR

Benakar. The name
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of a cavern to

which certain assassins fled for concealment.
Benefit Societies. Societies of recent growth, known among the Masonic
organizations of all classes and departments, to render combined aid in case of
the death of a member. Organizations of
small or no capital, paying the oflScers an
iudiflerent compensation, out levying an
assessment on each member for the benefit
of the relatives or others in the event of
death of one of their number. These life
insurance associations are generally protected by the laws of the State or other
Government, are exempt from execution,
not liable to be seized by any legal or
equitable process to pay any liability of a
member. They are based on well defined
insurance tables, and where integrity exists
success follows.

BeneToIent Institutions, U.

S.

Booliim. (QO^'

weepings.)

A pass-

word in the Order of Ishmael. An angel
spoke to Hagar as she wept at the well

when

in the wilderness with her son IshThe angel is looked upon as a spiritual being, possibly the Great Angel of
the Covenant, the Michael who appeared
to Moses in the burning bush, or the
Joshua, the captain of the hosts of Jehovah.

mael.

Book of Mormon.

This sacred

book of the Mormons was first published
in 1830 by Joseph Smith, who claimed to
have translated it from gold plates which
he had found under divine guidance secreted
in a stone box. The number of Mormons
is estimated at about 150,000 in the United
States, and 50,000 in other countries.

Book

of tiie Bead, containing the
ancient Egyptian philosophy as to death
and the resurrection.
portion of these
sacred writings was invariably buried with
the dead. The Book in fac-simile has been
published by Dr. Lepsius, and translated
by Dr. Birch. The myth of the " Judg-

A

There are five institutions in the U. States
of an educational and benevolent character,
deriving their existence in whole or in part
from Masonic beneficence: 1. Girard Col- ment of Amenti" forms a part of the
lege, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 2. Ma"Book of the Dead," and shadows forth
sonic Widows' and Orphans' Home, Louis- the verities and judgments of the unseen
world.
ville, Kentucky; 3. OxfordOrphan Asylum,
Oxford, N. Carolina 4. St. John's Masonic
The Amenti was the Place of Judgment
College, Little Rock, Arkansas 5. Masonic of the Dead, situated in the West, where
Female College, Covington, Georgia.
Osiris was presumed to be buried.
There
Beside the Stephen Girard Charity Fund, were forty-two assessors of the amount of
founded over a half century ago in Phila- sin committed, who sat in judgment, and
delphia, the capital investment of which is before whom the adjudged passed in suc$62,000, the annual interest being devoted cession.
There seems to be a tie which binds
"to relieve all Master Masons in good
standing," there is a Charity Fund of Freemasonry to the noblest of the cults
$60,000 for the relief of the widows and and mysteries of antiquity.
The most
orphans of deceased Master Masons, and striking exponent of the doctrines and lanincorporated
an
Masonic Home, which will guage of the Egyptian Mysteries of Osiris
now, in very early time, be made effective. is this " Book oj the Dead," or Bitual of the
The District of Columbia has an organized Underworld, or Egyptian Bible of 165
Masonic charity, entitled St. John's Mite chapters, the Egyptian title of which was
Association.
Idaho has an Orphan Fund, " The Manifestation to Light," or the Book
to which every Master Mason pays annually revealing light to the soul. Great depenone dollar.
Indiana has organized the dence was had, as to the immediate attainMasonic Widows' and Orphans' Home So- ment of celestial happiness, upon the huciety.
Maine has done likewise and Ne- man knowledge of this wonderful Book,
braska has an Orphans' School Fund, al- especially of the principal chapters. On a
though no building has been proposed.
sarcophagus of the 11th dynasty (chronolBible. {B(/3;iof, " Book.") A collective ogy of Prof. Lepsius, say b. c. 2420) is this
name for the writings constituting the pro- inscription " He who knows this book is
fessed rule of faith and practice of the one who, in the day of the resurrection of
Christian church, and composed of the Old the underworld, arises and enters in but
Testament of 39 books, originally written if he does pot know this chapter, he does
in the Hebrew language, mainly, and the not enter in so soon as he arises." The
New Testament of 27 books, written in conclusion of the first chapter says: " If a
Greek. The Old Testament, to the exclu- man knows this book thoroughly, and has
sion of the New, is also the Bible of the it inscribed upon his sarcophagus, he will
Jews, and contains the oldest literature in be manifested in the day in all the forms
existence.
The New Testament was writ- that he may desire, and entering into his
ten within the first century of our era. The abode will not be turned back" [fields
number of Christians in the world is about Hist. Egyptian ReL, 25).
380,000,000; of Jews, 7,000,000.
The Egyptian belief was that portions of
;

;

;

:

;

:

BOOK

ADDENDUM.

BUDDHISM

955

Book were written by the finger of poses, first among the members, but if not
Thoth, back in the mist of time, B. c. 3000. there required, among worthy profane; the
The 125th chap, describes the last judg- Master and the Hospitaller being the only
ment. The oldest preserved papyrus is of ones cognizant of the name of the benefithe 18th dynasty (b. c. 1591, Lep.). The ciary, together with the brother who sugmost perfect copy of this Book is in the gests an individual in need of the assistance.
Turin Museum, where it covers one side of
Brazen Iraver. See Laver.
the walls, in four pieces, 300 feet ia length.
Brazen Pillars.
Pillars,
See
The following extract is from the first Maokey.
chapter
Bridge. A most significant symbol in
" Says Thot to Osiris, King of Eternity, the 15th and 16th Degrees of the Scottish
I am the great God in the divine boat I Rite, at which an i mportant event transpires.
tight for thee
I am one of the divine chiefs The characteristic letters which appear on
who are the Tkue living Word of Osiris. the Bridge, L. O. P., refer to that liberty of
I am Thot, who makes to be real the word thought which is ever thereafter to be the
of Horus against his enemies. The word inheritance of those who have been symof Osiris against his enemies made truth in bolically captive for seven weeks of years.
Thot, and the order is executed by Thot. It is the new era of the freedom of expresI am with Horus on the day of celebrating sion, the liberation of the former captive
the festival of Osiris, the good Being, whose thought. Liberty, but not License. See
Word is truth ; I make offerings to Ea (the Lakah Deror Pessah; also, Liber.
Sun) I am a simple priest in the underBrithering. The Scotch term for
world, anointing in Abydos, elevating to Masonic initiation.
higher degrees of initiation; I am prophet
Brothers of the Bridge. Acin Abydos on the day of opening or up- cording to Mackenzie, a charitable and
heaving the earth. I behold the mysteries religious brotherhood which arose in the
of the door of the underworld; I direct south of France in the Middle Ages, the
the ceremonies of Mendes; I am the as- members devoting themselves to building
sistant in the exercise of-their functions ; I bridges, making roads, erecting hospitals,
AM Grand Master of the Craftsmen and otherwise providing for the comfort
WHO SET UP THE SACRED ARCH FOE A SUP- and protection of travellers and pilgrims.
Two bridges are mentioned, that of Bon
PORT." See Truth.
of tbe Fraternity of Pas, three miles from Avignon, 1177-1188,
Stoueuiasons. Some years ago, a and that over the Khone, Pont d'Esprit,
manuscript was discovered in the archives commenced 1185.
Ramsay affirms that
of the city of Cologne bearing the title of this order united with the Knights of St.
Bruderschafisbuch der Steinmetzen, with rec- John of Jerusalem, and afterwards with
ords going back to the year 1396. Stein- the Roman builders, and thus would imply
brenner ( Orig. and Early Hiit. of Masonry, a direct connection between them and Free" It fully confirms the con- masonry. Several of the degrees of the
p. 104) says
clusions to be derived from the German French system take some of their decoraConstitutions, and those of tbe English and tions from the Order of the Brothers of the
Scotch Masons, and conclusively proves the Bridge.
inauthenticity of tbe celebrated Charter of
Buchanan MS. Published for the
first time in Gould's History of Freemasonry,
Cologne."
Bosoniau, Tlie. The fourth degree vol. i. Bro. Gould says, " This parchment
roll was presented to the G. Lodge of Engof the African Architects.
Boswell, John (of Auchinlek). A land by Mr. George Buchanan, Whitby,
Scottish laird of the family of the biograph er March 8, 1880, who is of the opinion
His appearance in the that it is of the latter part of the sevenof Dr. Johnson.
Lodge of Edinburgh at a meeting held at teenth century— say from 1660 to 1680,"
Holyrood in June, 1000, affords the earliest and this date seems to meet the approval
authentic instance of a person being a of the critical Gould. "The scroll was
member of the Masonic fraternity who was found with the papers of the late Mr.
and is
not an architect or builder by profession. Henry Belcher, an antiquarian
presumed to have been among the effects
Kenning's Cydopcedia.
of Fraternal Aissistance. of the former Grand Lodge of All EngA box of convenient shape and size under land"— ( York).
Buddhism. The religion of the disthe charge of the Hospitaller or Almoner,
It prevails over a great
in the Modern French and A. A. Scottish ciples of Buddha.
Eites, wherein is collected the obligatory extent of Asia, and is estimated to be
contributions of the duly assembled breth- equally popular with any other form of
ren at every convocation, which collections faith among mankind. Its founder, Budcan only be used for secret charitable pur- dha, a word which seems to be an appella-

the

;

;

;

Book

:

;

Box

—

:
;
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tive, as it signifies

about

the enlightened,

— lived

hundred yeare before the Chrisand established his religion as a

five

tian era,

reformation of Brahnianism.
The moral code of Buddliism is very perfect, surpassing that of any other heathen
But its theology is not so fiee
religion.
from objection. Max Miiller admits that
there is not a single passage in the Buddhist canon of scripture which presupposes
the belief iu a personal God or a Creator,
and hence he concludes that the teaching
of Buddha was pure atheism. Yet Upham
{Hist and Doct. of Bud., p. 2) thinks that,
even if this be capable of proof, it also recognizes "the operation of Faith (called
Damata), whereby much of the necessary
process of conservation or government is
infused into the system."
The doctrine of Nirvana, according to
Burnouf, taught that absolute nothing or
annihilation was the highest aim of virtue,
and hence the belief in immortality was
repudiated. Such, too, has been the general opinion of Oriental scholars but Miiller [Science of Religion, p. 141) adduces
evidence, from the teachings of Buddha, to
show that Nirvana may mean the exof selfishness,
tinction of many things
without going so far as the
desire, and sin
extinction of subjective consciousness.
The sacred scripture of Buddhism is the
Tripitaka, literally, the Three Baskets. The
first, or the Vinaya, comprises all that relates to morality the second, or the Sitras,
cont-ains the discourses of Buddha and the
third, or Abhidharma, includes all works
on metaphysics and dogmatic philosophy.
The first and second Baskets also receive
the general name of Dharma. or the Law.
The principal seat of Buddhism is the island
of Ceylon, but it has extended into China,
Japan, and many other countries of Asia.
See Aranyaka, Atthakatha, Mahabharaia,
Pitaka, Puranas, Ramayana, Shasier, Sruti,
Tanira, Upanishad, Upadevas, Veda, and
Vedanga.
Bill. The primitive designation of the
month Marcheavan. See Zif.
Bull. (Lat., bulla, that which is round
or swelling.
The designation given to the
capsule of the seal attached to important
;

—

—

;

;

)

documents emanating from an emperor or
from a pope; and as thus applied to the
seal, it became the designation of the document. The Bull is issued by the apostolic
chancellor when promulgated by a pope,
and dates from the day of incarnation, iu
contradistinction to briefs,which are dated
from the day of the nativity.
The several important Bulls which have
been issued by the popes of Rome intended
to affect the fraternity of Freemasons are
as follows the Bull In Eminenti of Clem:
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ent XII., dated 27th April, 1738. This
Bull was confirmed and renewed by that
beginning Promdas, of Benedict XIV., 17th
May, 1751 then followed the edict of Pius
the apostolic edict Quo
YII., in 1821
Graviora of Leo XII., in 1825; that of
Gregory XVI., in 1832 Pius IX. in 1865
and finally that of Leo XIII., who ascended
to the papacy in 1878, and issued his Bull,
or encyclical letter, " Bumanum Genus,"
;

;

;

in 1884.

Whatever may have been the severity of
the Bulls issued' by the predecessors of Leo
XIII., he with great clearness ratifies and
confirms them all in thefollowing language
" Therefore, whatsoever the popes our predecessors have decreed to hinder the designs
and attempts of the sect of Freemasons
whatsoever they have ordained to deter or
recall persons from societies of this kind,
each and all do we ratify and confirm by
At the same
our Apostolic authority."
time acknowledging that this " society of
men are most widely spread and firmly
established."

This

letter

of the

Roman

hierarchy thus

commences: "The human race, after its
most miserable dejection, through the wiles
of the devil, from its Creator, Grod, the
giver of celestial gifts, has divided into two
different and opposite factions, of which
one fights ever for truth and virtue, the
other tor their opposites. One is the kingdom of God on earth . . the other is the
kingdom of Satan."
That, "by accepting any that present
themselves, no matter of what religion,
they (the Masons) gain their purpose of
urging that great error of the present day,
viz., that questions of religion ought to be
left undetermined, and that there should
.

be no distinction made between verities.
And this policy aims at the destruction
of all religions, specially at that of the
Catholic religion, which, since it is the
only true one, cannot be reduced to equality
with the rest without the greatest injury."
" But, in truth, the sect grants great
license to its initiates, allowing them to
defend either position, that there is a God,
or that there is no God."
Thus might we quote continuous passages, which need only to be stated to proclaim their falsity, and yet there are those
who hold to the doctrine of the infallibility
of the pope. See Bull, Papal, Mackey.
Buri, or Bnre. The first god of
Norse mythology. In accordance with the
quaint cosmogony of the ancient religion
of Germany or that of Scandinavia, it was
believed that before the world came into
existence there was a great void, on the
north side of which was v. cold and dark
region, and on the south side one warm

c
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and luminous.

In Niflheim was a well, or
the " seething caldron," out of which flowed
twelve streams into the great void and
formed a huge giant.
In Iceland the
first great giant was called Ymir, by the
Germans Tuisco, whose three grandchildren were regarded as the founders of three
of the German races.
Cotemporary with Ymir, and from the
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great frost^blocks of primeval chaos, was
produced a man called Buri, who was wise,
strong, and beautiful. His son married the
daughter of another giant, and their issue
were the three sons Odin, Wili, and We,
who ruled as gods in heaven and earth.
By some it is earnestly believed that upon
these myths and legends many symbols of
Masonrv were founded.

c.

The square building or
temple in Mecca. More especially the small

T>onis. Born in Paris, January 23, 1769,
and died in same city, November 21, 1821.
In early life he was a violent opponent of
Masonry, but became one of its chief supporters ere his death. He was the author
of Le Tombeau de Jacques de Malay.

cubical oratory within, held in adoration
by the Mohammedans, as containing the

Instituted 1158, during the reign of

C.

The

third letter of the English alknown in the Hebrew,

phabet, but was not
Phcenician, or early

Aryan languages.

Caaba or Kaaba.

(Arabic, Ka'abah,

cubic building.)

CalatraTa, Military Order

of.

Sancho

PILGRIMS rEAYINS UNDER THE POECH OF THE KAABA, AT MECCA.

black stone said to have been given by an
angel to Abraham. See Allah.
The inner as well as the outer structure
receive their name from Ka'ab, cube. The
above engraving is from a forthcoming
work, Splendor of the Shrine, by William S.
Paterson, New York.

Cadet-Gassiconrt, Charles

King of Castile, who conquered and
gave the Castle of Calatrava, an important
fortress of the Moors of Andalusia, to the
Knights Templar, who subsequently relinquished their possession of it to the king.
The king, being disappointed in the ability
of the Templars to retain it, then offered
III.,

the defence of the place to

Don Eaymond
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of Navarre, Abbot of St. Mary of Hitero,
a Cistercian convent, who accepted it. Don
Raymond being successful, the king gave
the place to him and his companions, and
instituted tlie Order of Culatrava. A Grand
Wa-ster was appointed and approved of by
the Pope, Alexander III., 1164, which was
confirmed by Innocent III. in 1198. The
knights had been granted the power of
electing their own Grand Master; but on
the death of Don Garcias Lopez de Pardella, 1489, Ferdinand and Isabella annexed the Grand Mastership to the Crown
of Castile, which was sanctioned by Pope
Innocent VIII.
Calendar. Eras corresponding with
1884.

The year 1884 constitutes the 108th of
the Independence of the United States,
until July 4.

1888th of the birth of Christ our present
era having begun four years after his birth.
766th Anno Ordinis of the Knights
Templar, dating from their organization in
1118 A. D.
1253d of the Persian Era, which began
June 19, N. S., 632 A. D.
1801st of the Hejra, and began November 2, 1883.
1332d of the Armenian Ecclesiastical
;

year.

1600th of the Era of Diocletian, or Era
of Mai'tyrs.
1922d of the Spanish Era, or Era of the
Caesars.

1929th of the Julian Era, or since the
reformation of the Calendar of Numa Pompilius.

2196th of the Grecian Era of the Seleucides.

2414th of the

Anno

Inventionis of Royal
build-

Arch Masonry, and dates from the

ing of the second Temple, 530 B. 0.
2631st of the Babylonish Era of Nabonassar,

which began February 26, 3967, J. P.
the Old Rouian Era, A. u. C,

2637th of
according to
2660th of
the last j'ear

CANOPY
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Varro.
the Olympiads of Greece, or
of the 665th Olympiad, ending

in July.

8899th of the year of Abraham, used by
Eusebius.
4232d of the Deluge, according to Usher
and the English Bible.
4986th of the Cali Yuga, or Hindoo and
Indian Era.
5521st of the Chinese Calendar, beginning February 11, 1884, and the 17th in a
cycle of sixty years.
5644th of the Creation, according to the
Minor Era of the Jews. It ends on the
last day of the month Elul.
6243d of the Greater Rabbinical Era of
the Jews.

7012th of the World, according to Eusebius.

5828th of the World, according to Scaliger.

5884th

Anno

Lucis.

This date

used

is

by Craft Masons, as they date from the
Creation of the World.
5888th of the World, according to Usher
and the English Bible.
5376th of the World, according to the
Antiochian and Abyssinian Eras.
7386th of the World, according to the
Alexandrian Era.
7392-93d of the year of Constantinople,
used by the Byzantine historians. This is
the same in the Septuagint version of the
It dates the Creation on the first
Bible.
of the Jewish month Tisri, 5508 B. c, or
7392 years ago. There are about a hundred
and fortv eras respecting the age of the
World.
The Hindu year is quite irregular. The
Hindus divide the zodiac into 27 parts,
from some of which tliey name the months.
While they know our twelve signs, they
make no use of them. Each of tiieiis has
thirteen and a half degrees ; on an average
the sun moves through two and one-quarter
every month. In every three years the
Hindus gain about one month more than
if they reckoned by solar time.
Hence,
they require an intercalary month in a
little less than three years.
The Hindu
"Cycle of Jupiter" is sixty years, and is
important, because it was ever a practice in
Southern India, when dating documents, to
annex the name of the year of the cycle.
One year of Jupiter's cycle answers to the
time during which the planet passes through
the sign of the zodiac. The correctness of
calculation of Hindu lunar motions is little
excelled by astronomers of the present day.
Prior to the year 1752, the Christian
year began at the feast of the Annunciation, on the 25th March.
In Monstrelet's
chronicle, we find the year was counted
from Lady Day, or else from Easter ; and
in earlier ages from Christmas.
See Anno

EgypUaco and Yezdegerdian.
Calld. A sultan of Egypt about 1110.
A devotee of Secret Mystic Science, and a
disciple of the learned Prince Morieu.

Cancellarins. An office of high
rank and responsibility among the Knights
Templar of the Middle Ages, performing
the duties

of,

or similar

to,

Canopy, Celestial.

the Chancellor.
Ritualists

seem

divided in the use of the terms " Clouded
Canopy" and "Celestial Canopy" in the
First Degree. For the former, see " Canopy, Clouded" and "Covering of the
Lodge," by Mackey. It would seem that
the unclouded grandeur of the heavens
should not be without advocates.

:
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Sir John Lubbock gives the following
description of the heavens filled with stars
in connection with the latest discoveries
" Like the sand of the sea, the stars of
heaven are used as a symbol of numbers.
now know that our earth is but a fraction of one part of at least 75,000,000
worlds.
But this is not all. In addition
to the luminous heavenly bodies, we cannot
doubt there are countless others invisible
to us from their great distance, smaller size,
or feebler light indeed, we know that there
are many dark bodies which now emit no
light, or comparatively little.
Thus the
floor of heaven is not only
thick inlaid
with patines of bright gold,' but studded
also with extinct stars, once probably as
brilliant as our own sun."
projecting block or
Cantalever.
bracket which supports a balcony. The
upper section or table of a cornice. The
eaves of the temple or other building.

We

;

'

A
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They were noted

for

Cartulary. An officer who has charge
of the register or other books of record.
Caryatides. The women of Caryse,
a city of Arcadia, or the priestesses serving
in the Temple of Diana.
Female figures
used instead of columns for support in
buildings. Figures of women serving to
support entablatures. When those of men
are used, they are termed Telamones and
Atlantes. The inhabitants of Caryse having joined the Persians after the battle of
Thermopylae, the Greeks, after their victory over the Persians, destroyed the town,
slew the men, and carried the women into
captivity. The female form, in national
costume, was used to support entablatures
as commemorative of their disgrace.
Catacombs. Subterraneous passages,
at times opening into small chambers,
formed generally in a soft rock which is
easily excavated, such as tufa. Catacombs
are to be found in many countries, and
are used either as places of sepulture or
Those near
concealment of the living.

Capitular Statistics.

Brother Jo-

H. Drummond, P. G. Master of Maine,
whose figures are reliable, fixes the number
of Royal Arch Chapter Masons in North
America at 132,737 in 1883. See Statistics,
Royal Arch.
Capripede, Ratur et l<uci

siah

Fnge.

A

burlesque

dining

degree,

mentioned in the collection of Fustier.

Capnctain.

One

of the

monks

of the

Order of St. Francis. They went barefooted, were long-bearded, and wore a gown
or cloak of dark color made like a woman's
garment with a hood.
Carmelites. Monks of an order
established on Mount Carmel, in Syria,
during the twelfth century. They wore a
brown scapular passing over the shoulder
and diagonally across the back and body,
thus crossing the gown from right to left.
Carpenters, Order of. An organized body in Holland and Belgium, with
central point of assembly at Antwerp.
Their gatherings .were at night in some
neighboring forest.
A religious order
Cartlnisians.

founded by Bruno in 1080, and named
from Chartreux, in France, the place of

THE NORTHERN SECTION OP THE CATACOMB OF
CALLIXTUS.

Rome

are on the Via Appia, to whose
dreary crypts the early Christians retired
for seclusion and worship, and where the
bodies of many saints and martyrs were
The above engraving shows
consigned.
but a small portion of the northern secThe
tion of the catacomb of Callixtus.
passage-ways were labyrinthian, consisting
of narrow galleries shooting out in most
unexpected directions, and at times ending
in a cell for the placing of bodies of the
dead, one above the other, separated by the
natural stone, with stone doors, on which
were placed the letters D. M. (Deo Maximus) or X P, the Greek letters for Christ.

At irregular intervals these galleries expand into wide and lofty vaulted chambers,
having the appearance of large chapels.
They are reported as over twenty miles in
length, although, in consequence of the
fallen portions, only about six miles would
seem to exist. The galleries are generally
about eight feet high and five wide. When
the Lombards besieged

Rome

in the eighth

CATECHUMEN
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century, many of the catacombs were destroyed.
Frescoes of considerable value
are still to be found in those that are now
open. The catacombs in Egypt were extensively explored by Belzoni in 1818,
when the sarcophagus of Psammetichus,
formed of Oriental alabaster exquisitely
sculptured, was discovered and taken to
England. The catacombs of Paris are
quite extensive.
The Twenty-sixth degree, Scottish Eite, contains much on this
subject.

Cateclinmen. One who had attained
the second degree of the Essenian or early
Christian Mysteries and assumed the name
of Constans. There were three degrees in
the ceremonies, which, to a limited extent,
resembled the Pagan services. Of the three
classes, the first were Auditors, the second
Catechumens, and the third the Faithful.
The Auditors were novices, prepared by
ceremonies and instruction to receive the
portion of
dogmas of Christianity.
these dogmas was made known to the

A

Catechumens, who,

after particular purifications, received baptism, or the initiation
of the theogenesis (divine regeneration) ; but
the
in the grand mysteries of that religion
incarnation, nativity, passion, and resurrection of Christ
none was initiated but the

—

—

throws upon the ancient chronology of the
Chaldean Empire. It dates from the time
of Nabonides, and records, among various
things, that this sovereign, digging under
the foundations of the Temple of the Sungod at Sippara, forty-five years after tiie
death of King Nebuchadnezzar, came
upon a cylinder of Naramsin, the son of
Nargon, which no one had seen for " 3200
This gives as the date of the
years."
ancient sovereign named 3750 b. c. This,
and the fact pointed out by Prof. Oppert,
that there was in those early days already
" lively intercourse between Chaldea and
Egypt," will have to be taken into account
by future Bible critics. This destroys the
conception of Abraham, the founder of
the Jews, as a wanderer or nomad, and
establishes the existence of two highly
civilized, as well as cultured, empires in
Egypt and Chaldea more than 6500 years
ago; that the high-road between them lay
direct through Southern Palestine, and
that Abraham was a native of the one great
empire and an honored visitor in the other.
Thus has been opened up a new field for
investigation in the matter of Akkad and

Akkadian

civilization.

Chapter of R. Arch Masons,

An

Old.

There

is

in Boston, Mass., a

The Mysteries were divided into chapter of Eoyal Arch Masons which was
the first, styled the Mass of the holden in St. Andrew's Lodge and formed
Catechumens the second, the Mass of the about the year 1764. See Hoyal Arch MaFaithful.
two parts

—

;

sons, Massachusetts ; also, Pennsylvania.

Faithful.

Many

beautiful ceremonies and much
instruction touching these matters will be
found in that most enticing degree called
Prince of Mercy, and known as the Twentysixth in the Scottish Eite services.
Catbari, Society of ttae. An
Italian heretical secret society organized
in the twelfth century, with doctrines similar to the Albigenses and Manichees, proclaiming metempsychosis, and enforcing
industry, enjoining charity, establishing
schools, and opposed to the judicial death
penalty. They disavowed the adoration of
the cross, with a feeling that an instrument
of torture should not be held in veneration.
Tlieir secret services fell under the disapproval of the Church of Kome.

Cenephorus. The officer in charge
of the smaller sacred implements used for
the sacrifice, and who bore them with the
holy incense and other sacred light material
in the processional services.
Ccridwen. The Isis of the Druids.
Clialdean Cylinder. The

cylin-

der so recently discovered by Mr. Rassam
in the course of his excavations in Babylonia, which hns attracted so much attention of the London Society of Biblical
Archaeology, is one of the most remarkable
yet made known, by reason of the light it

Characteristics. The

prefix to sig-

natures of brethren of the A. A. Scottish
Eite is as follows To that of the Sovereign
Grand Commander, the triple cross crosslet, as in (1), in red ink.
To that of an
Inspector-General other than a Commander (2), in red ink. To that of a
Brother of the Royal Secret, 32° (3), in red
ink.
In the Northern Jurisdiction of the
:

U. S., a Eose Croix Knight will suffix a
triangle surmounted by a cross in red ink,
as in (4).
In all cases, it is usual to place
the degree rank in a triangle afier the name.

Chernbim or Hernblm and
Ark. Much

light has been thrown upon
the plastic form of these symbols during
the past few years, not only as to the
Cherubim of the Ark of the Covenant
spoken of in Exodus, Samuel, Kings, and
Chronicles, but those of Chaldeo- Assyrian
art which beautified the gates of the palace
of Sennacherib at Nineveh, and other structures.

CHERUBIM
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For the construction of the Art, God
directed Moses that " the Kerubim shall
stretch their wings ^bove it, covering the
propitiatory with their wings, and facing
one another, and the Kerubim shall have
their faces turned toward the propitiatory
(mercy-seat)." The Kirubi of the Assyrian type, in the shape of bulls with extended wings, in nowise meet the description given above.
The figures which can
be found in various places upon Egyptian
monuments, placed face to face on either
side of the Naos of the gods, and stretching out their arms, furnished with great
wings, as though to envelop them (Wilkinson, Manners and Customs of Ancient Egyptians, 1878, vol. iii.), more fully meet the
idea in fact, it is convincing, when we remember the period, and note that all else
about the sacred furnishings of the Tabernacle, or Ohel-mo'ed, are exclusively
Egyptian in form, as well as the sacerdotal
costumes. (See L'Egypte et Moise, by Abb6
Furthermore, this
Ancessi, Paris, 1875.)
was most natural, since the period was
immediately after the exodus. The Kerubim of the Ark were remodelled by Solomon after designs furnished by his father,

—

David

Chron. xxviii.

(1

THE ISMIAN
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forward-stretching wings of sparrow-hawks
or vultures, placed face to face, and birds
of this kind often enfold with their wings
the divine Naos.
The adornment of the Tabernacle, as
mentioned in Exodus, excluded every
figure Susceptible of an idolatrous character, which IS far from being the case in
what we know of the Temple of Solomon.
In the matter of plastic images, none was
admitted save only the Kerubim, which
were not only placed upon the Ark, but
whose representations are woven into the
hangings of the Mishkan and the veil
which separates the Holy Place from the
Holy of Holies. It is therefore most probable that the Kerubim of Exodus were
great eagles or birds Kurubi while under the remodelling by Solomon these were

—

changed

to Kirubi with

—

human

faces.

The prophet Ezekiel

describes four hayy6th or kerubim, two and two, back toback, and going "each one straight forward" toward the four quarters. The

Kerubim of the-Merk4b4h of Ezekiel have
four wings — two lifted up and two cover-

— and

ing their back:

four

human

faces set

and to the left, one
of a man, one of a bull, one of a lion, and
one of an eagle the faces of creatures
which combine all the emblems of strength
in pairs, to the- right

18).

—

depicted by. the Chaldeo-Assyrian bull.
Ezekiel (Yehezqel) thus describes the Kerubim with, several faces which, alternately
with the palm-trees, decorated the frieze
around theinterior of the temple at .Teru-

CAR.

salem: "Each Kerub had two faces, a
man's face turned one way toward the
palm-tree, and a lion's face turned the
other way toward the other palm-tree;
and it was in this wise all around the
house."
The following information, furnished by
Prof. Lenormant, on the subject of Cherubim, is important " Deductions were formerly made from the Aryan theory to
support primitive tradition as to origin
and form, but the-se have been overthrown,
and the Semitic interpretation made manifest through finding the name of the Kerubim in- the cuneiform inscriptions; that
in place of referring the Hebrew word
kerub -to the Aryan root grabh, 'to seize,'
the word is more properly of Semitic origin,
from the root Mrab, signifying bull,' or
a creature strong and powerful (J<3Yi3).
Referring to the prophet Ezekiel i. 10 and
X. 14,. the two parallel passages use the
word kerah interchangeably with shar,
bull,' the ' face of a bull ' and ' face of a

this epoch, says Francois Lenormant,
Professor of Archaeology at the National
Library of France, in his Beginnings of

At

Egyptian influence was
no longer supreme in its sway over the
Hebrews that the Assyro- Baby Ionian influence balanced it; that the new Kerubim,
then executed, may have been dififerent
from the ancient ones as described in Exodus; in fact, Kirubi after the Assyrian
History, 1882, the
;

:

'

THE AKK OP PHUE.

'

type, which formed a Merk^bah (a chariot,
1 Chron. xxviii. 18), upon which Yahveh
was seated. In the Egyptian monuments
the gods are often represented between the

5V

cherub,' which are synonymous expressions.
Since we have come to know those colossal
images of winged bulls with human faces,
crowned with the lofty cidaris, decorated

61
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with several pairs of liorns, which flanked
the gateways of the Assyrian palaces, a

number of

scholars, intimately acquainted

with antique sculpture, have been zealous
in associating them with the Kerubim of
the Bible.
The winged bull with a
.
human head figures in a bas-relief in the
palace of Khorsabad as a favoring and
protecting genius, which watches over the
.

.

safe navigation of the transports that carry
the wood of Lebanon by sea. The bulls
whose images are placed at the gateways
of the palaces and temples, as described in
the above ideographic group, are the guardian genii, who are looked upon as living
beings. As the result of a veritable m^ical
operation, the supernatural creature is supposed to reside within these bodies of stone."
In a bilingual document, Akkadian with
an Assyrian version, we read invocations
to the two bulls who flanked the gate of
the infernal abode, which were no longer
simulacra of stone, but living beings, like
the bulls at the gates of the celestial palaces of the gods. The following is one of
the unique expressions made in the ears
of the bull which stands to the right of
the bronze inclosure
" Great Bull, most great Bull, stamping
before the holy gates, he opens the interior;
director of Abundance, who supports the
god Nirba, he who gives their glory to the
cultivated fields, my pure hands sacrifice
toward thee."
:
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worked on a blue silk ribbon the Tao Sze
wears a cross of silver; and the Grand
Master one in gold. The meetings are
called "Tents." For Chinese Faith,see.ffin^.
There is a District Grand- Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons at Hong Kong and
South China, which holds its Communications in December.
;

Chinese Classics and Symbolism.

Mr. Giles, well versed in matters
pertaining to Chinese literature, customs,
and archaeology, is the authority for stating
that in the written language of the Chinese
many curious expressions were in use seven
hundred years before the Christian era, or
only about two hundred years after the
death of King Solomon, bearing close
proximity to those used prominently in
Masonry. The following quotation firom
the works of Mencius, the great disciple
of Confucius, is given in illustration: "A
Master Mason, in teaching his apprentices,
makes use of the compasses and the square.
Ye who are engaged in the pursuit of wisdom must also make use of the compasses
and the square." These two words, " compasses" and " square," in the Chinese language represent "order, regularity, and
propriety." Mr. Giles points out that in
the oldest of the Chinese classics, " which
embraces a period from the twenty-fourth
to the seventh century before Christ, there
are distinct allusions to this particular

symbolism." See King.
Similar expressions were then made in
Chromatic Calendar. "
the bull's left ear.
FiTC Points." In the great Temple,
These genii, in the form of winged bulls usually known as the Ocean Banner Monaswith human countenances, were stationed tery, at Honam, a-subui-b of Canton, China,
as guardians at the portals of the edifices we find four colossal idols occupying a large
of Babylonia and Assyria, and were given porch, each image being painted a different
the name of Kirubi; thus, Kirubu damqu color. Ch'i-kwoh, who rules the north and
lippaqid, " May thepropitious Kirub guard." grants propitious winds, is dark KwangNumerous authorities may be given to show muh is red, and to him it is given to rule
that the Chaldeo-Assyrians' Kirub, from the south and control the fire, air, and
the tenth to the fifth century before our water To-man' rules the west, and grants
era, whose name is identical with the He- or withholds rain, his color being white;
brew Kerub, was the winged bull with a while Chang-tsang, whose color is green,
human head. The Israelites, during the rules the winds and keeps them within
times of the Kings and the Prophets, pic- their proper bounds, his supreme control
tured to themselves the Kerubim under being exercised over the east. The old
this form.*
custom of associating colors with the four
China. A secret society, akin to Ma- quarters of the globe has probably led to
sonry and indigenous to China, is the " Most tlie habit of describing the winds from
Ancient Order of Suastica," or the Brother- these respective points as possessed of the
hood of the Mystic Cross, said to have been same colors. The fifth, the earth, the cenfounded 1027 b. c. by Fohi, and introduced tral remaining point, still is conjectural.
into China 975 B. c.
It contains three Thus, we also find in China a set of deities
degrees: Apprentice Brothers, Tao Sze (or known as the five rulers ; their colors, eleBoctors of Reason), and Grand Master. ments, and points may be thus represented
The Apprentice wears the Jaina Gross,
1.

The

;

;

* " The figures of the Cherubim are said to have
defeated Dante's power of constructive imagina-

CHROMATIC

CLAVEL

ADDENDUM.

963

These again are in turn associated with
the planets, and the study of Chinese and
Babylonian planet-colors is full of curious
points of similarity.
Black, typifying the north, has two

by

direct opponents in symbolic colors, and
these are red and white. The first as implying ignorance arising from evil passions,

Yellow. 3n^. Tseb, gold color, designates a radiation of light, signifying to
shine, to be resplendent.
Man, or the
male principle, symbolized by ardent fire,
was represented by red, and the female
principle, identified with the idea of light
or flame, represented by yellow or lightcolored earth, over which the swift-footed
messenger bears the tidings of a Mason's
distress and the return of obligatory succor.
This light of the fire, the female of divine
beauty, the Egyptian Venus, was called
Athor, signifying dwelling of Horus, and
was thus represented.

the second indicating ignorance of mind.

Eed-black is called in Hebrew Dill) Heum,
from which comes Heume, an inclosing
Black from white, in Hebrew, is
wall.
"inSJ', sehher, signifying the dawn of light
The
to the mind of the Masonic profane.
hand to back, as the words of wisdom are
about to be spoken.
In the Egyptian, the black Osiris ap-

pears at the commencement of the Funereal
Bitual, representing the state of the soul
which passes into the world of light.
Anubis, one of the sons of Osiris, who
weighs the soul in the scales of Amenti,
and is the god of the dead, is black. The
Conductor, or Master of Ceremonies, Thoth
Psychopompe, has the head of the black
Ibis.

See Truth.
In Hebrew, the

Red.

fire

this color, the

made

Egyptians and Hebrews

the symbol of Earth. Its reference
to the West would imply the first point
whereat the profane bent the knee in supit

plication to the Deity,

of love, which

burns ia the south, is H^Ki "''''^j *" burn.
On Egyptian monuments, and in their
temples, the flesh of men is painted red,

and that of women yellow.

The same

dif-

ference exists between the gods and goddesses, except where specially otherwise
defined.
Man's name in Hebrew signifies
red, and as the image of fire is love, it is
the universal tie of beings from breast to
breast.

Green. pT, Irq, viridis, verdure. T'O'i,
Green
the firmament, also the winds.
designates the beginning, the creation, the
birth, as the world was called into being
in the wisdom of God by his word of mouth,
and Light was to appear in the East.
Phtha was the Egyptian Creator of the
world; he was at times represented with
his flesh painted green, and holding a
sceptre of four colors, red, blue, green, and
yellow: fire, air, water, and earth. The
god Lunus, the Moon, in Hebrew HTj
irhe, is formed of one of the roots of
green, signifying to found or set in order.
Green is the symbol of Victory as well as
Hope, in the symbolic colors (of Mackey,
which

see).

Circnlt. Fort, in his Early History and
Antiquities of Freemasonry, says : "Northern
kings, immediately upon acceding to the
throne, made a 'gait' or procession about
their realms.
According to the Scandinavian laws, when real property was transferred, possession was incomplete until a
circuit was made around the estate by the
buyer and vendor."

During the installation ceremonies of
the Master of a Masonic Lodge, a procession of all the Craftsmen march around
the room before the Master, to whom an
appropriate salute is tendered. This Circuit is designed to signify that the new
incumbent reduces the Lodge to his possession in this symbolic manner.

ClaTel, T. Begue. An abb6.
writer, who published,

French Masonic

A
in

White.
TiT}, Beur, to be white; 1842, a Histoire PUtoresque de la Frano-MaD'Tin, Heurim, to be noble and pure. gonnerie et des SodU&s Ancienhes et Modemes.
The Egyptian spirits of the dead were This work contains a great amount of interclothed in white, like the priests. Phtha,
the creator and regenerator, was frequently
robed in a white vestment, symbol of the
egg from which he was born, enveloped in
the white or albumen. The head of Osiris
was draped in a white tunic. While the
Chinese metaphorically represented Metal

esting

and valuable information, notwith-

many historical inaccuracies, especially in reference to the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, of which the author
was an adversary. Clavel is also the author
of another work, published in 1844, and
entitled Histoire Fittoresque des Religions,
standing

—
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Doctrines, Cir&monieael Coutumes Religieuses
de tous leg Peuples du Monde. For the publication of the former work without authority, he was suspended by the Grand
Orient for two months, and condemned to
pay a fine. Clavel appealed to the intelligence of the Fraternity against this sentence.
In 1844, he commenced the publication of a Masonic Journal called the
Orand Orient, the title of which he subsequently changed to the Orient. As he had

not obtained the consent of the Grand
Orient, he was again brought before that
body, and the sentence of perpetual exclusion from the Grand Orient pronounced
against him. Kebold says that it was the
act of a faction, and obtained by unfair
means. It was not sustained by the judgment of the Craft in France, with whom
Clavel gained reputation and popularity.
Notwithstanding the Masonic literary labors of Clavel, an account of the time of
his birth, or of his death, appears to be obscure. His desire seemed to be to establish
as history, by publication, those views
which he personally entertained and formed
gathered from sources of doubtful
character, he desired they should not be
questioned in the iiiture, semelpro semper.
Cleche. A cross charged with another
of the same figure, but whose color is that
of the field.
College. The regular Convocation of
the subordinate bodies of the Society of
Eosicrucians is called an Assemblage of
t^e College, at which their mysteries are
celebrated, by initiation and advancement,
at the conclusion of which the Mystic Cir;

cle is broken.

Established in
Colleges, Irish.
Paris about 1730, and were rapidly being
promulgated over France, when they were
superseded by the Scottish Chapters.
Collocatlo. The Greek custom of
exposing the corpse on a bier over night,
near the threshold, that all might be convinced of the normal death.

Colored Fraternities. The secret
societies of negroes claiming to

be Masonic

are quite extensive, embracing fourteen
Grand Lodges, to wit that of Arkansas,
Colorado, Dominica, Illinois, Indiana, Liberia, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, Ontario, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina.
:

Companions, The Twelve. The
Rev. George

F. Fort relates that the
" twelve Companions of G. Master Hiram
correspond unquestionably to the twelve
zodiacal signs, or the twelve months of the
year. The ground-work of this tradition
of the twelve is a fragment of ancient natural religion, common to both Oriental and
European nations ; or, more properly, was

CONVENTIONS

derived from identical sources. The treacherous Craftsmen of Hiram the Good are
the three winter months which slew him.
He is the sun surviving during the eleven
consecutive months, but subjected to the
irresistible power of three ruffians, the winter months; in the twelfth and last month,
that luminary, Hiram, the good, the beauteous, the bright, the sun god, is extinguished."
Connecticnt. The first Lodge organized in Connecticut was Hiram Lodge, at
New Haven, which received its charter, in
1750, from St. John's Grand Lodge, of
Boston. Other Lodges were instituted,
some by authority from Massachusetts,
others from that derived from New York.
A convention of delegates from twelve

Lodges assembled at New Haven, July 8,
1789, and organized the Grand Lodge of
Connecticut,

Pierpont

Edwards

being

elected Grand Master.
In 1796, there were three Royal Arch
Chapters in Connecticut. In 1797, these
Chapters had entered into an association,
probably with the idea of establishing a
Grand Chapter. On January 24, 1798, a
convention of delegates from Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New
York was held at Hartford, when a conference was had on the subject of the two conventions, the delegates from Connecticut
united with those from the other States in

forming the " Grand Royal Arch Chapter
of the Northern States of America." By
the constitution then adopted, the " Deputy
Grand Chapter " of Connecticut was established.
The title was changed in the subsequent year for that of " Grand Chapter."
Webb gives the precise date of the organization of the Grand Chapter as May 17,
1798. See Royal Arch Grand Bodies in
America.
The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters was organized in 1819.
The Grand Encampment of Knights
Templar was organized September 13,
1827, but is now known as the Grand Commandery.
Conventions or Congresses of

Masons in chronological order:
926. York,
England.

under Prince

1275. Strasburg, under

Edwin of

Edwin Von Stein-

bach.
1459. Ratisbon, under Jost Dolzinger.
1464. Ratisbon, under Grand Lodge of
Strasburg.
1469. Spire, under Grand Lodge of Strasburg.
1535. Cologne, by Hermann, Bishop of

Cologne.
1563. Basle,

burg.

by Grand Lodge of

Stras-

;
;

CORIUM

1717. London, by the Four Old Lodges.
Organization of Grand Lodge.
1730. Dublin, by the Dublin Lodges.
1736. Edinburgh. Organization and institution of Grand Lodge.
1756. The Hague, by the Eoyal Union
Lodge.
1762. Paris and Berlin, by nine commissioners nominated by the Sov. G. Council
of P. of Masonry.
1763. Jena, by the Lodge of Strict Observance.
1764. Jena,

by Johnson or Beeker, denounced by Baron Hund.
1765. Altenberg, a continuation wherein
Hund was elected G. M. of Eite of Strict
Observance.
1772. Kohl, by Ferdinand of Brunswick
and Baron Hund, without success.
1775. Brunswick, by Ferdinand, Duke
of Brunswick.
177S. Lyons, by Lodge of Chevaliers BiPTi fill s Jin ts

1778. Wolfenbiittel,
wick.
1782.

GRATA
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by Duke of Bruns-

Wilhemsbad, an impotent session

for purification.
1784. Paris, a
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made the armor impervious

to arrows,

and

caused the glance of spears and javelins.

Coronet, Dncal.
ia.)

An

inferior

(Italian, Coronet-

crown worn by noblemen,

such as that of a British duke, adorned with
strawberry leaves that
of a marquis has leaves
with pearls interposed
.9^«':^-'
that of an earl has the
pearls above the leaves
that of a viscount is
'y^JSJllgjn
surrounded with pearls
only; that of a baron
has only four pearls. The ducal coronet
is a prominent symbol in the Thirty-third
degree of the A. A. Scottish Rite.
Cosmist.
religious faith of late
recognition, having for its motto, " Deeds,
not Creeds," and for its principle the
service of humanity is the supreme duty.
The design of Cosmism is to join all men
and women into one family, in which the
principle of equality, together with that of
brotherly love (that is, love of the human
race), is the predominant one, and the
moral and material welfare of all the sole
aim and purpose.
The Cosmists are enjoined to act as follows To give one another encouragement
and aid, both material and moral to cultivate all their faculties; to contemplate
all mankind as brethren ; to be courteous
and forbearing to each and all to practise
charity without publicity or ostentation.
;

.

:

A

medley of Lovers of Truth
and United Friends.
1786. Berlin, alleged to have been convened by Frederick Second of Prussia.
1822. Washington, a mutual assemblage
of American Lodges.
1843. Baltimore, a mutual assemblage
of American Lodges.
Freemasonry is an intensely theistical
1847. Baltimore, a mutual assemblage
institution but its principles could scarcely
of American Lodges.
1853. Lexington, Ky., a mutual assem- be better expressed than those above enumerated as the foundation of the Cosmistic
blage of American Lodges.
1855. Paris, by Grand Orient of France. faith more especially in the motto, " Deeds,
:

;

;

;

;

A

volunteer assemblage.
A convention of the
Supreme Councils of the Scottish Rite
of the World, which subsequently led to
an eternal bond of unity both offensive

not Creeds."

and defensive.

instituted in Thrace, and thence found their
way into Greece and Rome, and were known
as the Rites of the Bona Dea. The mem-

1859. Chicago.
1875. Lausanne.

Corinin. An armor worn by Eoman
made of leather scales, and much

soldiers

There is an observable difference between
Cosmists and Secularists, Collectivists and
Positivists.

Cotty to. Mysteries of. These were

bers were exclusively women. The intruding of Clodius, in female disguise, into the
ceremonies, was severely paid for.

Council of Allied llasonic DeEngland. An organization re-

grees.

ported to have been formed in 1880 to era-

bosom, protect, and promulgate

used in the time of Edward I. The leather
leaves or scales overlapping each other,

all

side

degrees of a Masonic or other secret character, and those otherwise unclaimed that
may appear as waifs. The central organization is termed the " Council of Allied
Masonic Degrees." One of its subordinates
is Ebor Council, at York.
Craft Statistics. See Statistics of
Graft Masons.
Crata Repoa. An Egyptian Rite

CRESSET
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1. Pastophoros or ApNeocoros or Fellow Craft. 3.
Melanophoros or Master. 4. Klatophoros,
Provost and Judge. 5. Balahate, Knight
and Priest Philosopher. 6. iCnephnu, King
(Royal Arch or Astronomos).
These were first
7. Propheta.
published in 1770, and appear
to have had no really ancient

of seven degrees:
prentice.

2.

origin or authority.

Cresset.

An

open lamp

formerly having a cross-piece
filled with combustible material,
such as naphtha, and recognized
as the symbol of Light and
Truth.
Crimson. (Crimoysin, O.
Eng.) A deep-red color tinged
with blue, emblematical of fervency and zeal belonging to several degrees of the Scottish Eite as well as to the
Holy Eoyal Arch.
Crosier. The stafi" surmounted by a
cross carried before a bishop on occasions
of solemn ceremony. They are generally
gilt, and made light frequently of tin, and
hollow. The pastoral staff has a circular
head.
;

;

Crosses. In referring to the philosophic triads and national crosses, there
will be found in a work entitled The Celtic
Druids, by Godfrey Higgins, the following:
" Few causes have been more powerful in
producing mistakes in ancient history than
the idea, hastily formed by all ages, that
every monument of antiquity marked with
a cross, or with any of those symbols which
they conceived to be monograms of Christ
the Saviour, was of Christian origin. The
cross is as common in India as in Egypt
or Europe." The Rev. Mr. Maurice remarks (Indian Antiquities): "Let not the
piety of the Catholic Christian be ofiended
at the assertion that the cross was one of
the most usual symbols of Egypt and
India. The emblem of universal nature
is equally honored in the Gentile and
Christian world.
In the Cave of Elephanta, in India, over the head of the
principal figure may be seen the cross,
-

CUMULATION

with other symbols." Upon the breast of
one of the Egyptian mummies in the museum of the London University is a cross
upon a Calvary or mount. People in those
countries marked their sacred water-jars,
dedicated to Canopus, with a Tau cross,
and sometimes even that now known as
the Teutonic cross. The fertility of the
country about the river Nile, in Egypt,
was designated, in distance on its banks
from the river proper, by the Nilometer,
The erudite Dr. G.
in the form of a cross.
L. Ditson says: "The Rabbins say that
when Aaron was made High Priest he was
marked in the forehead by Moses with a
cross in the shape of that now known as
St. Andrew's." Proselytes, when admitted
into the religious mysteries of Eleusis,
were marked with a cross. (See Cross,

Mackey.)

Crowns. As

the result of considerable
Brother Robert Macoy presents nine principal crowns recognized in
1st. The Triheraldry and symbolism
umphal crown, of which there were three
kinds a laurel-wreath, worn by a General
while in the act of triumph; a golden
crown, in imitation of laurel-leaves ; and
the presentation golden crown to a conquering General. 2d. The Blockade crown
of wild-flowers and grass, presented by the
army to the commander breaking and relieving a siege. 3d. The Civic crown of
oak-leaves, presented to a soldier who
saved the life of his comrade. 4th. The
Olive crown, conferred upon the soldiery
or commander who consummated a triumph. 5th. The Mural crown, which
rewarded the soldier who first scaled the
wall of a besieged city. 6th. The Naval
crown, presented to the Admiral who won
a naval victory. 7th. The Vallary crown,
or circlet of gold, bestowed on that soldier
who first surmounted the stockade and
forced an entrance into the enemy's camp.
8th. The Ovation crown, or chaplet of
myrtle, awarded to a General who had
destroyed a despised enemy and thus obtained the honor of an ovation. 9th. The
Eastern or Radiated crown, a golden circle
set with projecting rays.
The crown of Darius, used in Red Cross
knighthood and in the Sixteenth degree
Scottish Eite, was one of seven points, the
central front projection being more prominent than the other .six in size and height.
classification.

:

—

Cumulation of Bites. The

prac-

by a Lodge of two or more Rites, as
the American or York and the Ancient
Accepted Scottish, or the Scottish and
French Modern Rites. This cumulation
of Rites has been practised to a considerable extent in France, and in Louisiana
in the United States.

tice

:

D
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D.
D. The fourth letter of the Phoenician,
the Hebrew, the Greek, the Roman, and
of nearly all alphabets. In Hebrew it is
"I, Daleth, signifying the door of life, a representation of which was probably its original hieroglyph, thus

Lodges, and during the year fourteen dispensations were granted for new
fifteen

Lodges.
Membership, 1533. It has a
flourishing G. Chapter, and on May 14,
1884, a G. Commandery of K. Templar
was organized, with five Commanderies.

Dalmatic. A

robe worn by deacons
some Christian churches. Originally
made of linen, as shown by early Christian
paintings on the walls of the Catacombs at
Rome, but now generally made of heavy
in

shows the approximation to the Hebrew
Daleth 2, the Greek Delta, resembling the
opening of a tent. The numerical value
1

;

of

"7 is four

for 500.

;

as a

Roman numeral

stands
con^Ml, Daghul, In-

The Divine name

nected with this letter

is

in

it

Hebrew

signis.

Dactyli.

Priests of Cybele, in Phrygof whom there were five, which number could not be exceeded, and alluded to
the salutation and blessing by the five fingers of the hand.

ia,

A famous artist and mechwhose genealogy is traced in the
Greek myths as having sprung from the
old Athenian race of kings, the ErechtheiHe is said to have executed the Credse.
tan labyrinth, the reservoir near Megaris
Daedalus.

anician,

Temple of Apollo at Capua,
and the celebrated altar sculptured with
He is said to
lions on the Libyan coast.
be the inventor of a number of the "Workin Sicily, the

ing Tools" used in the various degrees of
Masonry, the plumb-line and the axe, most
of the tools used in carpentry, and of glue.
Of him is told the fable of his flying safely
over the ^gean by means of wings made
by himself His nephew, Perdix, is the
reputed inventor of the third Great Light
in Masonry, the Compasses, which are dedicated to the Craft. Through envy Daedalus is said to have hurled his nephew, Perdix, from the Temple Athene.

A

writer in
Dagraim, Hubert.
the Amsterdam Journal of November 3,
1 735, on the subject of Freemasonry, which
caused an edict from the States General
forbidding Masonic gatherings throughout
the country.
Dagran, liOnis. President of a
General Assembly of thirty Lodges, held
on St. John's Day, 1756, at the Hague, for
the formation of the Grand Lodge of Hol-

woollen or silk material, as the planeta
article of dress
in many of the
degrees of various Rites.
Dambool. The vast rock temple of
the Buddhists in Ceylon, containing a profusion of carvings, figures of Buddha of
extraordinary magnitude. Monuments of
this deity are, in the common Singhalese
term, called Dagoba, but the more general
name is Stupa or Tope. See Topes.
Daniel. The countersign with " Da-

worn by the priest. This
has become quite common

rius" for
tish Rite.

Monday in the 32d Degree, ScotA Hebrew prophet, contempo-

rary of Ezekiel, about 600 b. c. Carried
captive to Babylon in the fourth year of
Jehoiakim, but selected for instruction in
all the learning of the Chaldeans by order
of the Court. His skill in the interpretation of dreams was famed.
He became
Governor of Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar, and the first ruler of the whole
Medo-Persian Empire, inferior only to
Darius, the king. Under Cyrus he had
been Grand Master of the Palace and
.Interpreter of Visions, as narrated in the
15th Degree, Scottish Rite. He did not
return with his countrymen to Judea when
granted their liberty. It is a dispute as to
when he died, or where, but the majority
favor Sushan, in Persia, when he was 90
years of age. At the present day a tomb
is shown in this ancient city bearing his
name; in fact, it is the only standing
Daniel was noted and
structure there.
famed for his piety, and as well for his
worldly possessions.

Dao. The Zend name

for light,

from

Baer, to shine.

Darakiel.

A

responsive word in. the

23d Degree of the Scottish Rite.

Wdii.

Latin, Direetio Dei.

Darius I. See Cyrus, King.
Decanus. An officer in the

land.

Knights
Templar system of Baron Hund, who, in
the absence of the Grand Master and his

that

Prior, possessed the right to preside in the

It was at this December meeting
Baron Van Aerssen Beyeren Van
Hogerheide was appointed Grand Master.
Dakota. The Grand Lodge was organized July 21, 1876. In 1883, there were

Chapter.

Declaring
ceases to visit

Off. "When a brother
and pay his monthly sub-
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he thereby dechires himself off
the Lodge." (Si/mbolical Dictionary.) In
England, A. F. A. Woodford says, the
brother " resigns." Various designations
rule in the United States, the chief one
being " dropped from the roll." In some
States the brother is punished by " suspension." If, however, in certain States, he is
clear of the books, upon application he can
receive a certificate to that eflFect, and be
dropped from the roll. In England he
gets a " clearance certificate." In Scotland
a "dimit" is issued under the seal of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland.

scription,

Degrees, wben were Three Created ? Kather than rely upon any facts
that can be produced by American students,
it is safer to look to the earnest seekers for
historical light intheMotherMasoniccoantry, especially to Brothers W. J. Hughan,

E. F. Gould, and " Masonic Student." We
therefore make free with their printed opinions.
No one has ever contended that the
three degrees as we have them to-day were
the same before 1717, in arrangement, in
teaching, and in terminology, because, considering the alterations which have taken
place since 1721, to go back to that date
would be an absurd contention. There is
undoubted evidence of more degrees than
one previous to 1717, and that remembering
the continuous division of the Craft into
Masters, Fellows, and Apprentices from undoubted evidence. Masonic and un-masonic,
it is a fair hypothesis, in fact a rational and
logical argument, that esoteric ritual also
ran "on all fours" with exoteric arrangements.
To assume that the second and
third degrees were arranged between 1717
and 1721 or 1723, appears as the actual
negation of all evidence and common sense,
as it is impossible to suppose that Anderson
and Payne and the Masons of 1723 deliberately gave themselves to a tissue of misrepresentation. This position is confirmed
by the fact of the existence of a sodality of
a secreta recepiio in the seventeenth century,
as may be found by Plot's statements, Ashmole's diary, the Chester Harleian MS.,
and other evidence. True, the degrees were
technical and honorary, and mark no difference of teaching or secret symbolism,
but we have already in the eighteenth century a statement that a distinct threefold
division of degree teaching did exist, which
is hostile to the hypothesis that our present
arrangement dates fi-om only 1717-1721.
That in Dermot's statement we have the
germ of truth of the whole matter, namely,
that from 1717 to 1721 the society was in a
weakly state, and that Stukeley's evidence
is important, on this particular.
But to
presume that all should lend themselves to
a falsehood in 1723, and again in 1738, and

that the Society of Freemasons had concocted the present system between 1717 and
1721-1723, and should suddenly come forward with two new degrees, is contrary to
What evidence is there to
all experience.
build up any new theory ? Let proof be
furnished by the production of a MS. ritual
of any part of the last century. The earliest ritual MS. evidence is transcribed 1715,

though probably composed earlier, but this
supports the antiquity of the degrees. The
printed evidence commences in 1721, and
certainly seems clearly to point tq a longcontinued system of three degrees.
A. F. A. Woodford says: "The Scotch
Lodge minutes, or the acknowledged statutes of the Craft Lodges (1598), show two
steps, or degrees, to have then existed. Apthen in
prentices got the Mason Word
the admission of Fellow or Master,' there
was some sort of ceremony at which Entered Apprentices should, nay must, be
present. Subsequently, Apprentices were
excluded on the admission of Fellows and
Masters. The Apprentices were turned out
in 1759."
Deiseil. The counterpart of Tuathal.
Mackenzie, in the Royal Masonic Vyclopcedia, says " Deiseil is used by the Druids as
a term for the circiimambulation of the saDerived from deas, south,
cred Cairns.
and iul, a course; that is in a southward
direction following the course of the sun.
The opposite is Tuathal, in a northward
direction, as is observed at the present day
in approaching the grave with a corpse."
ruined town of Upper
Deuderali.
Egypt, of great interest in consequence of
its astronomical allusions on the ceiling of
the main portico supported on twenty-lbur
columns, which is covered with figures and
hieroglyphics.
This is in the principal
temple, which is 220 by 50 feet. The numerous mythological figures are arranged
;

'

'

'

A

in zodiacal fashion. Eecent archeeological
travellers doubt the reference to astronomy,
in consequence of the absence of the Crab.

The temple

dates from the period of Cleopatra and the earlier Roman emperors, and
is one of the finest and best preserved structures of the kind in Egypt. The chief deity
was Athor, the goddess of night, corresponding with the Greek Aphrodite. See .2bdiac.

Desert. The outer court of a tent in
the Order of Ishmael, or of Esau and Reconciliation.

Diu. (The " Shining light of Heaven.")
An Indian word applied to the Supreme
God, of the same signification as the Greek
words Zeus and Theos, and the Latin Deua,
Jupiter (Jovis); in Sanskrit, Dewas; in
Lettish, Dews; in Gothic, Thius; and in
North German, Tyr.

DIVmiNG-ROD
]>iTinlng-Rod,

or

Pedum.

Moderator, or royal Master, was
imaged with the ureita on his forehead, the pedum and the whip hetween his knees. The DiviningEod was a symbol of moderation,
pn, Heq, signifies a law, a statute,
or custom ; Dpn, Heqq, a legislator,
a sceptre, a king, moderator, and
a Peaum. Hence, a staff. It is
represented by a crook surmounted
on a pole. The rod of the Rose
Croix Knight is dissimilar; it is
straight, white, like a wand, and yet
may be used as a helping or leaning

A

Dodd's Constitutions.

The

_

Dowland SVanuscript.

First pub-

by James Dowland, in Gentleman's
Magazine, May, 1815, vol. Ixxxv., p. 489.

lished

" Written on a long roll of parchment, in
a very clear hand, apparently early in the
seventeenth century, and very probably is
copied from a manuscript of earlier date."
Brother William J. Hughan says " Brother Woodford, Mr. Sims, and other eminent authorities, consider the originalof the
copy, from which the manuscript for the
Gentleman's Magazine was written, to be a
scroll of at least a century earlier than the
date ascribed to Mr. Dowland's MS., that
is, about 1550."
:

staff.

pam-

:

Found

nic died at Bologna, 1221, and was canonized by Gregory IX. in 1233.

Dove, Knigbts and L.adie8 of

;

Domine Deus Mens.

969

tlie. An extinct secret society, of a Masonic model, but androgynous, instituted at
Versailles, in 1784.

phlet of twenty pages, in quarto, the title
being " The beginning and the first foundation of the Most Worthy Craft of Masonry with the Charges thereunto belonging. By a deceased Brother, for the benefit
of his widow. London printed for Mrs.
Dodd at the Peacock without Temple Bar.
Price, sixpence." The only copy
1739.
known to exist is in the possession of Richard Spencer, London. See Spencer Manuleript in this Addendum.
elohai.)
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[Adonai

in the Third Degree of the

Scottish Rite.

Dominicans, Order of. Founded

Drops, Three. The mystic number
of drops of blood from the White Giant,
that in the Persian mysteries restored sight
to the captives in the cell of horrors when
applied by the conqueror Rustam. In India,
a girdle of three triple threads was deemed
holy ; so were three drops of water in Brittany, and the same number of drops of
blood in Mexico.
Examination. See Vouching,

Due

at Toulouse, in 1215, by Dominic (Domingo) de Guzman, who was born at Calabecame
horra, in Old Castile, 1170.
an itinerant to convert the heretical Albigenses, and established the Order for that

Mackey.

purpose and the cure of souls. The Order
was confirmed by Innocent HI. and Honorius HI., in 1216. Dress, white garment,
with black cloak and pointed cap. Domi-

atis

He

Dyaus.
alted.

The

Sanskrit for sky bright, exDeity, the sun, the celestial
;

canopy, the firmament,

"Dye na

Sore,"

dem Sanskrit

romance, by

or "Die Wanderer

Vbersetzt."

A

Masonic

Von Meyern, which

appeared
at Vienna in 1789, and contains a complete
account of Masonic festivities.

E.
E.

(Heb.,

,"?.)

The

fifth letter

in the

English and in the Grseco-Roman alphais quite simbets.
In form the Hebrew
ilar to Cheth, Hi which has a numerical
value of eight, while that of i?e is five. The
signification is window, and in the Egyptian hieroglyphs is represented by a hand
extending the thumb and two fingers. It
also represents the fifth name of God,
(Hadur), Formosus, Majestuosus.
Ebal. According to Mackenzie, the
following was introduced into the lectures
of Masonry in the last century " Moses
commanded Israel that as soon as they had

n

^mn

:

5W

passed the Jordan, they should go to Shechem, and divide into two bodies, each composed of six tribes one placed on, that is,
adjacent to. Mount Ebal ; the other on, or
adjacent to. Mount Gerizim. The six tribes
on or at.Gerizim were to pronounce blessings on those who should faithfully observe
the law ; and the six on Mount Ebal were
to pronounce curses against those who
should violate it. This Joshua executed
(Deut. xxvii Joshua viii. 80-35). Moses
enjoined them to erect an altar of unhewn
stones on Mount Ebal, and to plaster them
over, that the law might be written on the
:

;

—
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Shechem

altar.

is

the

Eban Bohan.

The

stone which

as a witness-stone, and which
afterwards served as a boundary-mark ou
the frontier between Judah and Benjamin
(Joshua XV. t) xviii. 17).
Ebeii-Ezer. (Heb., iij?n-ps, stone
of help.)
stone set up by Samuel between Mizpeh and Shen, in testimony of
the Divine assistance obtained against the
Philistines (1 Sam. vii. 12).
set

up

;

i

I

A

Eblls. The Arabian name of the
prince of the apostate angels, exiled to
the infernal regions for refusing to worship
Adam at the command of the Supreme,
Eblis claiming that he had been formed of
ethereal fire, while Adam was created from
clay.
The Mohammedans assert that at
the birth of their prophet the throne of
Eblis was precipitated to the bottom of
hell.
The Azazel of the Hebrews.
£cbataiia. An ancient city of great
interest to those who study the history of
the rebuilding of the temple. Its several

An Icelandic word, literally
translated great-grandmother, as referred to
in Scandinavian poetry. There are in reality two books of this name which were
deemed inspired by the ancient Germans,
Norwegians, and Swedes, and there grew
out so many myths from these canonical
writings, that great difSculty is now experienced as to what were apocryphal. The
myths springing from the old German theology are full of beauty ; they pervade Freemasonry extensively and so intimately that
they are believed by many of the best students to be the origin of a large number of

£dda.

modern Nab-

lous."

Bohan
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|

its

legends and symbols.

The older of the two, called The Edda
of Samund the Learned, was written in a
language existing in Denmark, Sweden,
and Norway as early as the eighth century.
Samund Sigfusson, an Icelandic priest born
in 1056, collected thirty-nine of these poems
during the earlier portion of the twelfth
century. The most remarkable of these
poems is the Oracle of the Prophetess, con-

taining the cosmogony, under the Scandicreation to the
well-preserved
copy was found in Iceland in 1643.
The younger Edda is a collection of the
myths of tlie gods, and of explanations of
meters of Pagan poetry, and is intended
for instruction of young scalds or poets.
The firat copy was found complete in 1628.
The prologue is a curious compendium of
Jewish, Greek, Christian, Boman, and Icelandic legend. Its authorship is ascribed
to Snorro Sturleson, born in 1178 hence
called Edda of Snorro.

names were Agbatana, Hagmatana, and navian belief, from the
Achmeta. Tradition attributes the found- destruction of the world.
ing of the city to Solomon, Herodotus to
Deioces, 728 B. c, the Book of Judith to
Arphaxad. It was the ancient capital of
Media. Vast quantities of rubbish now
indicate where the palace and citadel stood.
The Temple of the Sun crowned a conical
hill inclosed by seven concentric walls.
According to Celsus, there was thus exhibited a scale composed of seven steps or
stages, with an eighth at the upper extremity.
The first stage was composed
of lead, and indicated Saturn ; the second,
of tin, denoted Venus; the third, of
copper, denoted Jupiter; the fourth, of
iron, denoted Mars; the fifth, of divers
metals, denoted Mercury; the sixth, of
silver, denoted the Moon
the seventh, of
gold, denoted the Sun ; then the highest.
Heaven. As they rose in gradation toward
the pinnacle, all the gorgeous battlements
represented at once in Sabean fashion
the seven planetary spheres. The principal buildings were tlie Citadel, a strong;

—

hold of enormous dimensions, where also
the archives were kept, in which Darius
found the edict of Cyrus the Great concerning the rebuilding of the Holy Temple
in Jerusalem.
Eclectic
or) Union. See
Eclectic Union, in the body of this work.
The Eev. Bro. A. F. A. Woodward says
there are now twelve of these Lodges and
1396 brethren.

(Bund

Ecossais d' Angers, or Ecossals

d'Alddony. Two
in a
iions

work

degrees

mentioned

entitled Philosophical Oonsidem-

on Freemasonry.

A

;

Ediubnrgli- Kilwinning Manuscript. See Kilwinning Manuscript
this Addendum.

Edward the

in

Confessor, King.

Said to have been a patron of Masonry in

England in

1041.

Edward, Kings. The

four kings,

numerically known as the First, Second,
Third, and Fourth, appear as favorere,
abettoi-s, and protectors of the Institution
of Freemasonry.
Edward, Prince. Son of George
III and Duke of Kent, was initiated in
1790, at Geneva, in the Lodge Be ('Union
des Ckevrs/ was Grand Master of the Ancients, and resigned to the Duke of Sussex
on the memorable occasion of the Union
,

in England, 1813.

Edward

III. Manuscript.

A

manuscript quoted by Andereon in nis sec(p. 71), and also by Preston, as
an old record referring to "the glorious
reign of Kin^ Edward III." The whole
of the record is not cited, but the passages

ond edition

that are given are evidently the same as
those contained in what is now known as

—

:

EDWIN

:

the Cooke MS., the archaic phraseology
having been modernized and interpolations
inserted by Anderson, as was, unfortunate-

habit in dealing with those old documents. Compare, for instance, the following passages
From the Coolie MS. "When the master
and the felawes be forwarned ben y come
to such congregacions if nede be the Schereffe of the countre or the mayer of the Cyte
or alderman of the town in wyche the congregacions is holden schall be felaw and
sociat to the master of the congregacions
in helpe of hym agenst rebelles and upberyng (upbearing] the rygtof the reme."
Edward III. MS., as quoted by Anderson.
" That when the Master and Wardens preside in a Lodge, the sheriff if need be, or
the mayor or the alderman (if a brother)
where the Chapter is held, shall be sociate
to the Master, in help of him against rebels
and for upholding the rights of the realm."
The identity of the two documents is apparent. Either the Edward III. MS. was
copied from the Cooke, or both were derived from a common original. Mackey.
Charges. The charges said
to have been given by Prince Edwin, and
contained in the Antiquity MS., are sometimes so called. See Antiquity Manuscript
in the body of this work.

ly, his

Edwin

Eglinton Manuscript. So

ELECT
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called

because it was discovered many years ago
in the charter-chest of Eglinton castle. It
is written in the Scottish dialect, and bears
the date of " XXVII. December, 1599." An
exact copy of it has been published by Bro.
Hughan in his Unpublished Records of the
Craft.

Egyptian Hieroglyphs. The extent of parallelism between the innumerable hieroglyphs on the tombs and monuments of India and Egypt and the symbols
and emblems of Freemasonry, taken together with their esoteric interpretation,
ha.s caused very many well-thinking Masons to believe in an Indian or Egyptian
origin of our speculative institution of the
present day. So close and numerous are
and their meaning that it
becomes diflBcult for the mind to free itself
from a fixed conclusion and some of the
these symbols

;

best students feel confident in their judgment to this end, more especially when trac-

^

ing the Leader,
^
"Moses,learned /KT -,c«o
j^x-wr^cf
in all the wis- l|'
dom of the
Egyptians," from that country to Palestine
with the twelve tribes of Israel and their
successors building that Holy House in
Jerusalem, which has become the chief Masonic symbol. Some have abominated this
theory on the ground of alleged polythe-

MSSorMES,
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ism existing among the Egyptians but
this existed only at a later day in the life
;

of the nation, as it also existed among the
corrupted Jews in its worst form, for which
see 2 Kings ch. 17-21.
Bro. Thomas Pryer presents this evidence of a monotheistic belief, of pristine
purity, among the early Egyptians, ages
prior to Abraham's day.
give the
hieroglyphs and their interpretation

We

I

May
thy soul
attain (come)
to

%,

Khnum

(Spirit of

the forms of

God, one of

Amon,

the Crea-

tor),

The Creator
a

man

(the idea denoted by
building the walls of a

xvj|

X}^
g-

city)

V-l\

of all

mankind

(literally

men and wo-

men).

HI
May

thy soul attain to

tor of all

Khitum,

the Crea-

mankind.

How prophetical were the Books of
Hermes, "O Egypt, Egypt! a time shall
come, when, in lieu of a pure religion, and
of a pure belief, thou wilt possess naught
but ridiculous fables, incredible to posterity; and nothing will remain to thee,
but words engraven on stone, the only monuments that will attest thy piety."
Egjrptian Months. Named Thoth,
Paophi, Athyr, Choiak, Tybi, Mechir,
Phamenoth, Pharmuthi, Pashons, Payni,
Epiphi, and Mesore. The above twelve
months, commencing with March 1, were
composed of thirty days each, and the five
supplementary days were dedicated to Hesiri (Osiris), Hor (Horus), Set (Typhon),
The
His (Isis), and Nebti (Nephthys).
sacred year commenced July 20 ; the Alexandrian year, August 29, B. c. 25.
Elal heni almanah (Hebrew,
HJdSx 'ja 'Sk, Hue venite filii vidum). Third
Degree A. A. Scottish Eite.

Elai beni emeth (Heb., nnx '33 -h^.
Hue veniteJilii veritatis). Sometimes applied
to the Twenty-sixth
Scottish Rite.

Degree of the A. A.

Elect, Symbolical.
of the

Fifth Degree
Reformed Eite of Baron Von

Tschoudy.

Electa. Fifth Degree in the American
Adoptive system of the Eastern Star.
Elect, Depositary.

A degree men-

tioned in Pyron's collection.

—

"

ELECT
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Grand Prince of tbe
A degree mentioned in Pyron's

Grand Lodge of England has revised its
Book of Constitutions thirteen times siuce
the "Union "of 1813.

(Elu Irkmdau.) The
of the high grades of the Chapters of

English Freemasonry is sui generis, or,
as the Rev. Bro. Woodford says, " indigenous and peculiar^ in that it is, both in its
theory, its unity, and practical develop-

Elect,
Tliree.
collection.

£lect, Irisb.
first

ENGLAND
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that name.

£lenient». Test of tbe.

A

cere-

monial in the First and Twenty-fourth de-

ment, unlike any other

grees of the A. A. Scottish Rite.

mean by

first chapter of Genesis, as
applied to Gtod in the exerciaeqf His creative
power, and signifies the " Divine Omnipotence, the Source of all power, the Power
of all powers," which was in activity in the
Creation. After which the expression used
for Deity is Jehovah, which implies the
Providence of God, and which could not
have heen active until the world had been
created bv Elohim. See Jehovah, Mackey.

fice.

known system.

We

upon the three
£loblni. JeboTab. The first of symbolical grades, but makes tbe Royal
these two words is an expression used Arch the completion of the Masonic edi-

throughout the

£moiinab.

(FidelUy,

Ihilh.)

The

name

of the Fourth Step of the mystic ladder of the Kadosh of the A. A. Scottish
Eite.

England. During one period of the
eighteenth century there existed four Grand
Lodges in England 1. "The G. Lodge of
England," located at London ; 2. " The G.
Lodge of all England," located at York.
3. " The G. Lodge of England according to
the Old Constitutions;" and, 4. "The G.
Lodge of England and South of the Trent,"
whidi last two had their G. East at London.
Concession has been granted that the
first Grand Lodge formation was in 1717,
and theretofore were held " Assemblies
irregularly convened. The second G. Lodge
bears date 1725, and emanated from that
immemorial Masonic Lodge that gave such
reverence to the city of York. The third
in the line was given birth by malcontents
who broke irom the first parent about the
middle of the century. And the fourth,
whose existence lasted from 1779 to nearly
the close of the century, was instituted by
the York Grand Lodge in compliance
with the request of members of the Lodge
of Antiquity, of London ; but its existence
was ephemeral, in consequence of the removal of the disturbing cause with the
regular G. Lodge, and which granted the
number " Two " to the Lodge of Antiquity.
All subordinate Lodges existing at present, and which had their being prior to the
union, in December, 1813, were subjects of
either the first or the third of the above
designated four G. Lodges, and known respectively as the " Moderns" or the " Ancients," these titles, however, having no
recognized force as to the relative antiquity
of either. The " Ancients " have, at times,
:

been known as "Atholl Masons."

The

this that it rests

We have received it from our
Masonic forefathers, and such we mean to
hand it on to our Masonic children. It is
a system which is, after all, the foundation
of every other European, American, and
Asiatic system and in our opinion, whenever others have deviated from it, or contracted it, or expanded it, they have done
.

.

.

;

wrong. The English system is, in its practical development, cosmopolitan and universal, and, while it is DOth reverential

and

religious in all that pertains to the
great truths of Divine wisdom, it deprecates all controversial contention and ignores all denominational declarations."
All this appears sound, but we opine
that English Masonry in England changed
in its forms and ceremonies from time to
time, after having planted the fraternity
among distant peoples.

England, Tbe First Record of

Grand

liOdee of. Bro. R. F. Gould
furnishes the valuable information that the
minutes of Grand Lodge commence 24th
June, 1723, and those oearing such date
are signed by " John Theophilus Desaguliers. Deputy Grand Master."
They are
entered in a different handwriting, under
date of 29th November, 1723, 19th February, 1724, 28th "Aprill 1724," and are not
signed at foot. On 24th June, 1724, the
Earl of Dalkeith presided in Grand Lodge,
and the following signatures are appended
to the recorded minutes
"Dalkeith, G. M., 1724" {sic).
"J. T. Desaguliers, Dep. G. M."
" Fra Sorrell, Senr., G. W."
" John Senex, Junr."
The minutes of 21st November, 1724,
17th March, 20th May, 24th June, and 27th
November, 1725, are unsigned. But to
those of 27th December, 1725, are appended the signatures of
" Richmond & Lenox, G. Mr., 1725" (sic),
:

"M. Ffolkes, D. G. M.,"
and two G. Wardens.
Signatures are again wanting to the
proceedings of 28th February and 12th
December, 1726, but reappear under date
of 27th " Ffebry 1726 " [271, viz.:—
"Paisley, G. Mr., 1726" («tc),
and the next three succeeding oflicers.
The minutes of the following 27tii May

;

ENOCHIAN

officers.

The earliest minutes were not signed on
confirmation, but were verified by the four
Grand oflScers, or such of them as took
The
part in the proceedings recorded.
minutes say that "the late G. M. went
away without ceremony " because Dr.
Desaguliers was re-elected Deputy G. M.
£noctaiaii Alphabet. One of the
most important alphabets, or ciphers,
known to historic Masons is the Enochian,
in consequence of the revelations made in
that character. Tradition says the Christian princes were accompanied in their
journey to Palestine by Freemasons, who
fought by their side, and who, when at the
Holy City, discovered important MSS., on
which some of the historic degrees were
founded ; that some of these MSS. were in

Syriac and others in Enochian characters
and that on their return, when at Venice,
it was ascertained that the characters were
identical with those in the Syriad column,
spoken of by Josephus, and with the oldest
copies in which the Book of Enoch was
written, and are of great antiquity. The
brethren in the A. A. Scottish Rite are
largely instructed as to matters pertaining
hereto in the 13th and 14th Degrees.
present an exact copy of the alphabet, as may be found by comparison with
that in the Bodleian Library.
The name He No C H, in Hebrew, signifies "taught," or, more properly, "dedicated."
In the Koran Enoch is called
"Edris," from darasa, to study, which
word, more liberally translated, means,
" to read or to study with attention." See

We

En

Mackby.

Sopb.

EVORA

ADDENDUM.

(1727^ were signed by " Inchiquin, G. M.,
and the next three succeeding
1727,

Enoch,

;

See " The Dogmatic Kab-

bala," under Kabbala, Mackey.
£o8tre. Easter, a name given to the
paschal festival in the spring of the year.
name found in one of
Eirlking.
the sacred sagas of the Scandinavian mythology, entitled Sir Olaf and the ErlMng's
Daughter, and applied to the mischievous

A

goblin haunting tne Black Forest of Thuringia.

Esp^ranee. Under the name of
" Chevaliers et Chevalieres de I'Esp^rance"
was founded in France, and subsequently
in Germany, an androgyn Order. Said to
have been instituted by Louis XV., at the
request of the Marquis de Cbatelet, and

.
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was active about 1750. The Lodge " Irene,"
at Hamburg, was founded 1757.
Ethanim, or Tislirl. The seventh
sacred month, or the first month of the

Hebrew civil year, commencing with the
new moon in September.

Europe. An appellation at times given
to the west

£Ta.

end of the Lodge.

The acclamation used

in tho

French Rite of Adoption.

iETangelicon. The gospel belonging to the so-called " Ordre du Temple "
at Paris, and professedly a relic of the real
Templars. Some believe in its antiquity;
but others, from external and internal evidence, fix its date subsequent to the fifteenth
century. It is apparently a garbled version
of St. John's Gospel. It is sometimes confounded with \hB" LevUicon ;" but, though
bound up in the same printed volume, it is
entirely distinct.

Erates. The second degree in the
Druidical system.
Of the three degrees
the first was the Bards, the second Evates
or Prophets, and the third Druids or Sanctified Authorities.

!ETeill^8, Secte des. (Sect of the
enlightened.) According to Thory, a society

presumed

to be a branch of Weishaupt's
Illumines that existed in Italy.

Evergeten, Bund der. (From

the
a benefactor.) A secret
order after the manner of the Illuminati.
Woodford says it was founded in Silesia
about 1792, by a certain Zerboni of Glogan,

Greek

tvepyiTTj^,

von Leipzinger, the merchant ConHerr von Reibnitz, and five others
that Fessler worked in it; that it used
Masonic forms. Some of the members
got into difficulty and prison at Breslau
in 1796, and about 1801 the society became
Lieut,

tessa,

defiinct.

Evora, Knlgbts of. There is a
very ancient city in Portugal of 1200 population. Quintus Sertorius took it 80 b. o.
The Roman

antiquities are unrivalled.

The

aqueduct erected by Sertorius has at one
end a marvellous architectural tower rising
high above the city, perfect in its condition
as when built, 70 B. c. In 1147, King Alfonso I., of Portugal, instituted the Order
of the New Militia in consequence of the
prowess exhibited by the troops in the
siege of Lisbon against the Moors. When
they conquered Evora in 1166, the king by
decree changed their name to Knights of
Evora.

:

EXCALIBAR
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Excalibar. King Arthur's famous
sword, which he unfixed from a miraculous stone after the unavailing efibrts of
200 of his most puissant barons. Hence,
Arthur was proclaimed king. When dying, Arthur commanded a servant to
throw the sword into a neighboring lake,
but the servant twice eluded this command.
When he finally complied, a hand and arm
arose from the water, seized the sword by
the hilt, waved it thrice, then sinking into
the lake, was seen no more.
Exegetical

and

Pbilanttaropl-

cal Society.

According to Thory,
founded at Stockholm in 1787. It united
Magnetism to Swedenboi^ianism, and lived
a brief life at Strassburg.
Exodns. The date of the Exodus has
been determined by the excavations recently made at Tel el-Maskhiita. This is

name of

large mounds near Tel el-Keexcavated by M. Naville for the Egyptian Exploration Fund, wherein he found
inscriptions showing that they represent
the ancient city of Pithom, or Succoth, the
"treasure-cities" (Ex. i. 11), and that
Bamses II. was the founder. This was the
Pharaoh of the oppression. The walls of

the

bfir,

FAMILIEN

the treasure-chambers were about six hundred and fifty feet square and twenty-two
feet thick.
From Pithom, or Succoth,
where the Israelites were at work, they

on their Exodus toward Etham
(Khetam), then to Pi-hachiroth (Ex. xiv.
The Exodus
2), and so on north and east.
took place under Meneptah II., who ascended the throne B. c. 1325, and reigned
but a short period. It was along the isthmus that the Egyptian army perished pursuing the retreating Israelites as they
crossed between the Lake Serbonis and the
waters of the Mediterranean, amidst the
"sea of papyrus reeds," the yAm suph, that
has often proved disastrous to single or congregated travellers. See S. Birch, LL.D., in
Ancient EMory from the Monuments,
Brugsch-Bey's lecture, 17th September,
If 74; but more particularly the late discoveries above referred to, in JR-esh Lights,
etc., by A. H. Sayce.
Expert, Perfect. Conferred in three
grades, and cited in Fustier's collection.
started

Expert, Sublime English. Mentioned in Fustier's collection.
Exterior. First grade of the Oriental
Eite, cited

by Fustier.

F.
F.

The

sixth letter in the English and
Latin alphabets, and the same as the Greek
digamma or the
or ph, and the rau of

pecting an early call, but the taper appeared to have a charmed life, and it was
deposited in a special closet, where it conthe Hebrew, which has a numerical value tinued to burn for three weeks, and until
of six.
is the abbreviation of I^i-ere or
in the evening the Doctor drove up to the
Brother.
door and alighted, much to the surprise
Falk, De, Rabbi. A native Israel- of the host, who, with wonderment, had
ite of Fiirth, who attracted some attention watched the bright-burning taper. As soon
in London at the close of the eighteenth as his visitor was announced, the light and
century in consequence of his presumed ex- candlestick had disappeared. The Doctor
traordinary powers, acquired through the was asked if the candlestick would be resecrets of the Kabbala, as aThaumaturgist. turned, when he replied, " It is already in
It was alleged that he could and did trans- the kitchen ;" and so it was found.
furmute metals, and thereby acquired large ther incident is mentioned of his leaving
sums with which he was liberal to the poor. upon his death a sealed box to his particmerry incident is perhaps familiar to the ular friend, Aaron Goldsmid, stating that to
reader. An invitation was extended by the open it portended evil. Aaron could not
Baal Shem (the sacerdotal pronouncer of withstand his curiosity, and one day opened
the Holy Name) to the Doctor to call as a it, and ere the night came Aaron was picked
visitor for a friendly and philosophical dis- up dead.
cussion. This was assented to, when the
Famlllen I.ogeii.
lodge meetDoctor was asked to fix a time. He did so ing, according to the Germans, for the conby taking ttom his pocket a small taper sideration_ of family or lodge matters, at
and handing it to his new friend, saying
which visitors are expected or requested to
" Light this, sir, when you get home, and retire. At times
the term Conferenz Logen
I shall be with you as soon as it goes out." is used to designate the lodge open for the
This the gentleman did next morning, ex- disposal of private affairs.
(j>

F

A

A

A

;

FANATICISM
Fanaticism. The
tation of the

English interpre-

name

of the second assassin
of the G. Master, or mankind. The frenzy
that overbalances the mind. The Gravelot
or Romvel of philosophical Masonry.
Fanor. The name given to the Syrian
Mason, who is represented in some legends
as one of the assassins. Amru and Metusael being the other two.

Favorite Brother of Solomon.
The seventh degree of the Swedish

rite.

Feix-Feax. A word signifying School
of Thought, and is found in the
of the French Adoptive rite.

first

degree

Felicity, Order of. An androgynous system of four degrees instituted in
France by M. Chambonnet, 1743, and was
transformed five years thereafter into the
Knight of the Anchor.
Fenillants. An androgynous system, found in Fustier's collection, and governed by the statutes of St. Bernard.

Fidelity of

Order of.

Baden

Burlacta,

by Charles
Margrave of Baden Durlach. The members of the Order were knighted, selections
Instituted in 1716

being made only from the nobles of ancient
family.
The reigning princes were hered-

Grand Masters.
Field liOdge,

itary

or

Army

Lodge.

A

lodge duly instituted under proper authority Irom a grand body of competent jurisdiction, and authorized to exercise during
its peripatetic existence all the powers and
privileges that it might possess if permanently located. Charters of this nature,
as the name implies, are intended for the
tented field, and have been of the greatest
service to humanity in its trying hours,
when the worst of passions are appealed to.
Masonic writer of
Findel, J. Gt.
more than ordinary note, who was admitted
in the lodge " Eleusis zur Verschwiegenheit," at Baireuth, in 1856. He was editor
of the Bauhiitte, an interesting journal, at
Leipsic, in 1858, and added materially to
Masonic literature in founding the Verein
Deuischer Freiinaurer, about 1860, and publishing, in 1874, Oeist und Form der Frei-

A

maurerei.

Flrrao, Joseph.

A

cardinal priest

who, in 1739, published an edict of the
Pope Clement XII. against Freemasonry.

Florian, Squin de.

The

first

ac-

cuser of Grand Master Jacques de Molay
and the Knights Templar. He was subse-

earthwork erected

on October 3, 1814, at Fox Point, Ehode
Island, by the Grand Lodge, with the

members of the subordinate Lodges, about
two hundred and thirty in number. The
object
fence,

was to build a fortification for deand the G. Lodge, of which Thomas
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Webb was Grand Master, through
Deputy, Sen. G. Warden, and W. Bro.
Carlisle, were authorized to work on the
defences.
They formed a procession,

Smith
its

marched in the early morning to the Point,
and by sunset had completed their labors,
consisting of a breastwork four hundred
and thirty feet in length, ten wide, and five
high.
They then marched and countermarched upon the parapet from one extremity to the other, when the G. Master
gave the work the appellation of Fort Hiram, which was approved and sanctioned
by the Governor.
Forty. The multiple of two perfect
numbers four and ten. This was deemed
a sacred number, as commemorating many
events of religious signification, some of
which are as follows The alleged period of
probation of our first parents in Eden the
continuous deluge of forty days and nights,
and the same number of days in which the
waters remained upon the face of the earth
the Lenten season of forty days' fast observed by Christians with reference to the
fast of Jesus in the Wilderness, and by the
Hebrews to the earlier desert fast for a
similar period of the forty years spent in
the Desert by Moses and Elijah and the
Israelites, which succeeded the concealment of Moses the same number of years
in the land of Midian. Moses was forty
days and nights on the Mount. The days
for embalming the dead were forty.
The
forty years of the reign of Saul, of David,
and of Solomon the forty days of grace
allotted to Nineveh for repentance; the
forty days' fast before Christmas in the
Greek Church; as well as its being the
number of days of mourning in Assyria,
Phoenicia, and Egypt, to commemorate the
death and burial of their Sun God and as
well the period in the festivals of the resurrection of Adonis and Osiris ; the period
of forty days thus being a bond by which
the whole world, ancient and modern, Pagan, Jewish, and Christian, is united in

—

:

;

;

;

;

Hence, it was deterreligious sympathy.
mined as the period of mourning by the
Supreme Council of the A. A. Scottish Kite
of the Northern Jurisdiction U. S.
Forty-two. The number of judges
required to sit by the body of the Egyptian
dead pending the examination, and without
which the deceased had no portion in

Amenti.

See Truths.

Forty-two-LiCttered

quently assassinated.

Fort Hiram. An

FOUR

ADDENDUM.

Twelve- Lettered

Name.

See

Name, Mackisy.

Four New Years.

According to

there were four New Years.
The first of Nisan was the new year for
kings and festivals; the reign of a king
was calculated from this date. The first of
Elul was a new year for the tithing of cat-

the

Talmud

:

FOUE
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The

first
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ofTishri was a new year for

civil years, for years of release, jubilees,

The first of Shebat was a
vear for the tithing of trees.
"•Fonr Old I.odges." Of the four
old Lodges which constituted the Grand
Iiodge of England, on St. John the Baptist's Day, 17i7, the "Lodge of Antiquity,"
It is said to
'So. 2, liondon, was the first.
have existed from the year 1691, but Brother
Hugh an thinks it must be much older. The
and planting.

new

FRAXKS

its Constitution, the Assembly adopting
the Vaeu IX., has decided and decreed that
the second paragraph of Article I. of the
Constitution shall be erased, and that for
the words of the said article the following
shall be substituted : I. Being an institution essentially philanthropic, philosophic,
and progressive. Freemasonry has for its
immediate objects, search after truth, study
of universal morality, sciences and arts, and
the practice of benevolence. It has for its
Erinciples, utmost liberty of conscience and

in

" Time Immemorial Conumau solidarity, and its motto is Libert^,
having no warrant, and, until
the " Union," was first on the roll a de- Egalit^, et Fraternity."
The adoption of the above was after a full
cision, however, by ballot, lost it its numerical priority.
As Lodges were known by and deliberate consideration by its constitthe house in which they met. Antiquity uents, who for more than a year were in the
Lodge was designated " the West Indian and throes of deep deliberation and judgment.
In pursuing the above course France,
American."
" The Boyctl Somerset Souse and Inver- through the Grand Orient, rejected MaThe
ness," No. 4, London, is the junior of the sonry, and not Masonry France.
four Lodges which constituted the Grand result was deep and sorrowful consideraLodge. At that time it met at the " Sum- tion of the continuance of friendly relamer anrf Grapes" Tavern, Westminster, and tions by the Masonic powers of the world,
subsequently at the "Horn," which latter resulting in the rapid cessation of comity
gave the Lodge a name for many years. and representation with a once proud MaThis Lodge now represents three united sonic Centre, which in letters of fire subLodges, the names of two of which are to stituted /orce suptrieure and principe creature for the great Masonic symbol of Grod.
be found in its present designation.
Of the four "original" lodges, two only Consequently, as there can be no Masonry
have been on the roll fi-om 1740 as of without God, Masonry ceased to have an

Lodge meets by
stitution,"

;

"Time Immemorial

Constitution."

The organized

original number "Two" ceased working
about 1736, and number " Three " accepted
a " New Constitution " (now No. 12), and
is known as " Fortitude and Cumberland."
"The four original Lodges, after the
issue of the ' Regulations ' of 1723, simply

existence in that country,

and

alUiough the Grand Orient continues to
exist in name, it is not Masonic
The Supreme Council of the A. A. Scottish Kite in France, however, stood, and
still stands, true to all the principles of
Masonry, prominently including the Father
enjoyed the advantage of being ahead of all which is in Heaven, who was, is, and ever
the Warrant Lodges, the privilege of as- shall be in his personal existence. A large
sembling by 'Time Immemorial Constitu- dependency of Craft Lodges owe allegiance
tion,' and the honor of having established to the Supreme Council, the number at
the first Grand Lodge in the universe." last report Deing eighty-three, while those
which still linger about the Orient, not
See Freemasonry, Early British.
France. Discussion and an attempted confident of their future, including in the
avoidance of a threatening Masonic calam- geographical boundary of France all its
ity by a large number of the fraternity of
possessions and dependencies, will approxFrance did not avail to prevent the General imate two hundred and fifty, many of which
Assembly of the Grand Orient of France exist in name only, and are indifferent to
from completing its overthrow and that Masonry.
of its subordinates by the almost unaniA "Central Grand Lodge of France"
mous adoption of the now famous amend- was attempted in 1879, and at another
ment of Art. I. of the Constitution of Ma- period a " Orande Loge Symbolique Ecossonry, on Sept. 14, 1877.
saise " was assayed by several Lodges which
The following is the text of the amend- had become discontented with the disdpment and of the original second paragraph line of the Supreme Council given to " La
which was expunged
Justice, No. 133," and to " Les HospitalOriginal paragraph: " Freemasonry has lers de Saint Ouen, No. 135," six other
for its principles the existence of God, the Lodges having united with them, but they
immortality of the soul, and the solidarity met with varied success.
of mankind."
Franks, Order of Regenerated.
Substituted
amendment : " Whereas,
political brotherhood that was instituted
Freemasonry is not a religion, and has in 1815, fiourished for awhile, and imitated
therefore no doctrine or dogma to affirm in its ceremonies the Masonic fraternity.

A

"

"

,

FREDERIGK
Henry

Frederick
I^onis, Prince
of Prussia, was received into Masonry at
Berlin by Frederick the Great, his brother,
in 1740.

Freemasonry, Early British.
Brother Robert Freke Gould in the history
he is now writing, after years of research,
aided by the best English Masonic talent,
is

FREEMASONRY
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so succinct as to " late discoveries," that
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Lodge, passes under review;
then appears, as Brother Gould says, one
of the adornments of that history in the
fac-siraile of the record of that Lodge,
showing that the earliest minute of the
presence of a speculative freeman Mason in
a Lodge, and taking part in its deliberations, is dated June 8, 1600.
It is to be
noted that "the admission of General
Alexander Hamilton, on May 20, 1640, and
of the Right Hon. Sir Patrick Hume, Bart.,
on Dec, 27, 1667, are specially recorded as
this ancient

on this most interesting Masonic subject
" The minutes of Scottish
he is quoted
Lodges from the sixteenth century, and
evidences of British Masonic life dating constituting these intrants 'Felow and Mr
ferther back by some two hundred years offtheforsed craft,' and 'Fellow of craft {and
(than the second decade of the last cen- Master) of this lodg,' respectively." It is
tury) were actually left unheeded by our assumed that Master simply meant a compremier historiographer, although many pliment certainly, there was nothing corof such authentic and invaluable docu- responding with the ceremony of a Master
ments lay ready to hand, only awaiting Mason's degree at that time. Many of the
examination, amongst the muniments in operatives did not view the introduction
the old Lodge chests.
. By the collection
of the speculative element with favor, and
and comparatively recent publication of at one time they were arrayed in hostile
many of the interesting records, so much Camps; but eventually those who supported
"
evidence has been accumulated respecting the " Gentlemen " or " Geomatic Masons
the early history, progress, and character won the day, the Domatics having to sucof the craft as to be almost embarrassing, cumb. In the Lodge of Aberdeen, the
and the proposition may be safely advanced majority in A. D. 1670 were actually nonthat the Grand Lodges of Great Britain are operative or speculative members.
On March 2, 1653, appears the important
the direct descendants, by continuity and
absorption, of the ancient Freemasonry fact of the election of a "joining member."
which immediately preceded their institu- Again, Lyon declares that the reference to
tion, which will be demonstrated without " frie mesones," in the minute of Dec. 27^
requiring the exercise of either dogmatism 1636 is the earliest instance yet discovered
of " Free-Mason " being applied to design
or credulity.
" The oldest Lodges in Scotland possess nate members of the Mason craft, and conregisters of members and meetings, as well siders that it is used as an abbreviation of
But while
as particulars of their laws and customs, the term " Freemen Masons."
ranging backward nearly three hundred concurring therein, as did Bro. Hughan,
(These) will form an important Gould thinks the word freemason may be
years.
link in the chain which connects what is traced back to 1581, when the "Melro.se"
popularly known as the Lodges of Modern version of the " Old Charges " was origiFreemasonry, with their operative and nally written.
" Canongaie Kilwinning" Lodge, No. 2, was
speculative ancestors.
There are no Lodge, records in England commissioned.Qr warranted by the Lodge
of the seventeenth century, and records of of Kilwinning, No. 0, granting powers to
several of their own members resident in
only one between 1700 and 1717.
The original St. Clair Charters (see ante, the Canongate, Edinburgh, and dated Dec.
This, Bro. Gould says, was a
p. 741) in the custody of the Grand Lodge 20, 1667.
of Scotland, dated, respectively, 1601-2 and direct invasion of jurisdiction, for it was
Then are not simply a charter to enable their mem1628, are referred to by Gould.
considered the Schaw Statutes, No. 1, of a. d.- bers to meet as Masons in Edinburgh, but
1598 (see ante, p. 691), the Schaw Statutes, also to act as independently as " Mother KilNo. 2, of A. D. 1599, and their relevancy to winning" herself, with a separate existence,
"Mother KUwinnint/" Lodge,- Ayrshire, No. 0, which was the actual result that ensued.
"Sooon and Perth " Lodge, No. 3, is much
with an important certificate from William
Schaw, which proves that the document older than No. 2, although fourth on the
of 1599 was intended exclusively for the roll, though the authorities state that it
Masons under the jurisdiction of the Kil- existed " before 1658,'' and the Grand Lodge
winning Lodge. The subject of the "Lodge acknowledges this date at the present time,
and 1, however, as "before
of Edinburgh,'" No. 1, and its career from placing Nos.
its earliest records, dating
back to 1599, 1598," and No. 57 (Haddington) at l'599,
down to the year 1736, wheal the Grand there being also many bearing seventeenth
:

;

.

,

Lodge of Scotland was inaugurated,
most

fully described in

5X

as

Lyon's history of
'62

century designations.

The hqdge op' Glasgow

iSt.

John," No.B,,

)

FKERES
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rejorFreia. Grim me,

next mentioned as " an old Lodge,
undoubtedly, though its documents do not
date back as far as some of its admirers
have declared." The Rev. A. T. Grant is
quoted as saying that every line is inconsistent with the charter phraseology of the
period to which it has been assigned. But
bis, is

in his DttUsche Mythologie, pp. 191, 279, traces

the name Freia through
the ancient Teutonic dialects and explains it
signify plenty and
beauty. Also, see Thorpe,

to

W.

P. Bucban states that the first
notice in the minutes of the " Glasgow Incorporation of Masons" bears date September 22, 1620, viz., " Entry of Apprentices
to the Lodge of Glasgow, the last day of
Dec., 1613 years, compeared John Stewart,
&c." It is with strong argument allowed
the date of 1613, and was placed on the
roll of the Grand Lodge of Scotland in
1850 as No. 3, bis,- it was exclusively
operative.
There is now but a solitary representative left of the ancient ateliers, which

Mr.

Northern Mythology,

vol.

The
pp. 197, 198.
column or pillar set apart to the goddess
Frey in the temple of Upsala became the
pillar of beauty or plenteousness.
Bro.
Fort says, in his Antigtiitie^, the three divinities in the Norse temple at Upsala, in
Denmark, Odin, Thor, and Frey, were
typical supports of the universe,
Wisdom,
Strength, and Beauty, or the three of the
ten columns in the Hebrew sephiroth, in
still prefers isolation and independence to
the Jewish philosophy, designated as Saunion and fraternity: the old Lodge of pienOa, PulchrUudo, and Fundamentum;
Melrose.
which, like the three columns existing in a
" Glasgow Kibmnning " Lodge, No. 4, Lodge of Freemasons, symbolize the moralistic pillars of the world, represented by
dates from 1735.
" Canongaie and Leiih, Leith and Canon- the Lodge itself. An additional significant
gate " Lodge, No. 5, is authoritatively ac- fact confronts us at this point the column
knowledged as dating from 1688.
of Beauty or Plenty, originally emblematic
Lodge of "Old Kilwinning iS!. John," In- of Frey, is situated in the south of the
verness, No. 6, was granted a Charter of Lodge.
Masonic symbol sheaf of
Confirmation on Nov. 30, 1737, its existence grain always suspended above that stabeing admitted from the year 1678, but a tion, denotes plenteousness.
Freia may
cloud rests upon the latter record.
also be comparatively described as the
" Hamilton Kilwinning " Lodge, No. 7, is Scandinavian Isis.
i.,

—

—

:

—

considered to date from the year 1695.
Thus Bro. Gould, in his remarkable History, continues quoting old Charters, Laws,
Statutes, &c., back even to the 16th century,
in a most interesting manner, dissenting
largely from the e^rly history of Bro.
Greorge H. Fort, and as well from the Antiquities of Freemasonry, by Bro. Fin del.
See "Four Old Lodges," in Addendum.

Freres

Poiitlres.

Builders of the Middle Ages,

See

Bridge

Mackey.

A

—

Fnn<l,GrandMasters'. Afundover
which the G. Master of the United G. Lodge
of England exercises exclusive control.
Fylfot. An ancient symbol well known
among Heralds.
It is some"1
times known as the crux dissimulata, found in the catacombs
of Rome, and forms one of the
symbols of the degree of Prince
of Mercy, Scottish Rite System. See Jaina

H^J
^

Cross, in

Addendum.

G.
G. (Hebrew, y. Chaldaic,
or hieroglyphic.)
The 7th letter
of the English and Roman alphabets. In the Greek and many other
alphabets it is the 3d in place in
the Russian, Wallachian, and some others
it is the 4th
in the Arabic the 5th, and
in the Ethiopian the 20th.
In Hebrew it is called "Gimel," is of
the numerical value of 3, and its signification is camel.
It is associated with
;

;

the third sacred name of God in Hebrew,
SnJ (Ghadol), magntm. In Masonry it is
given as the initial of God. The Masonic
use of the letter tends to the belief of a
modern form in the ceremony of the Fellow
Craft Degree. See O. 0. D.
Gabriel. (Heb., Mighty one of God.
The chief of the seven archangels. He
interpreted to Daniel the vision of the
ram and the he-goat, and made the
prophecy of the "seventy weeks" (Dan.

GANGLER

and ix.) ; he announced the future
appearance of the Messiah (Dan. ix. 21,
In the New Testament he foretold to
27).
ZHcharias the birth of John the Baptist

viii.

(Luke i. 11), and to Mary the birth of
Christ (Luke i. 26). Among the Eabbins
Gabriel is entrusted with the care of the
souls of the dead, and is represented as
having taught Joseph the seventy languages spoken at Babel. In addition, he
was the only angel who could speak Chaldee and Syriac. The Talmud speaks of
him as the Prince of Fire, the Spirit presiding over thunder. The Mohammedans
term him the Spirit of Truth, and believe
that he dictated the Koran to Mohammed.
Ga.ngler. The title given to the candidate in the Scandinavian mysteries, signifying wanderer. The application is also
made to the sun.

Craadiii,

Tbeobald.

Known

as

the monk Gaudini. Elected Grand Master
of Templars, 1291; died 1301.
Oerbier, Doctor. An energetic
Mason, and, as mentioned in The Royal
Masonic Cyclopmdia, one of the irremovable Masters of the ancient Grand Lodge
of France. He is said to have fabricated
the title of the Metropolitan Chapter of
France, which it was pretended had emanated from Edinburgh, in 1721.

Gbeiuoul Binab Tbebonnab.
(Prudence in the midst of vicissitude.)
The name of the seventh step of the mystical Kadosh ladder of the A. A. Scottish
Eite.

Gibber, Gabriel. Mentioned as
warden under Sir Christopher Wren, and
said to have been Grand Master of Masons
in England in 1685.
Gibeab. A Hebrew word signifying
a " hill," and giving name to several towns
and places in ancient Palestine. The only
one requiring special mention is "Gibeah
of Benjamin," a small city about four miles
north of Jerusalem. It was the residence,
if not the birthplace, of King Saul.
In the French Kite it symbolically refers
to the Master, who must be pure in heart,
that the High and Holy One may dwell
therein.
The word is also used in the

Swedish Rite.
Galahad, Mackey.
We learn
Gilgul, Doctrine of.
from Bro. Kenneth R. H. Mackenzie's

Gilead. See

Cyclopaedia

that

certain of

the learned

many

centuries, in

Jews have believed,

for

GOETIA
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the doctrine of Gilgul, according to which
the bodies of Jews deposited in foreign
tombs contain within them a principle of
soul which cannot rest until, by a process
called by them " the whirling of the soul,"
the immortal particle reaches once more
the sacred soil of the Promised Laud.

979

This whirling of souls was supposed to be
accomplished by a process somewhat similar to that of the metempsychosis of the
Hindus, the psychical spark being conveyed through bird, beast, or fish, and,
sometimes, the most minute insect. The
famous Rabbi, Akiba (followed by the

Rabbis Judah and Meir), declared that
none could come to the resurrection save
those of the Jews who were buried in the
Holy Land, or whose remains were, in the
process of ages, gradually brought thither.
In Picard's wonderful and laborious work
there are many references to this doctrine.
The learned may consult further authorities on this curious subject in the JTabbala
Denudata of Heinrich Khunrath, 1677.

Glastonbury, Holy Tborn
There

is

of.
an ancient market town in County

Somerset, Eng., with a population of 3700,
which owes its origin to a celebrated abbey, founded, according to tradition, in 60
A. D.
are further told that Joseph of
Arimathea was the founder, and the " miraculous thorn " which flowered on Christmas day was believed by the common people to be the veritable staff with which
Joseph aided his steps from the Holy Land.
The tree was destroyed during the civil
wars, but grafts flourish in neighboring
gardens. Glastonbury, has the honor of
ranking St. Patrick (415 A. D.) and St.
Dunstan among its abbots. In 1539 Henry
VIII. summoned Abbot Whiting to surrender the town and all its treasures, and
on his refusal condemned him to be hanged
and quartered, and the monastery confiscated to the king's use, which sentence was
immediately carried into execution. King
Arthur is said to be buried in this place.
G. O. D. The initials of Gomer, Oz,
Dabar. It is a singular coincidence, and
worthy of thought, that the letters composing the English name of Deity should
be the i nitials of the Hebrew words wisdom,
strength, and beauty ; the three great pillars,
or metaphorical supports, of Masonry. They
seem to present almost the only reason that
can reconcile a Mason to the use of the initial " G " in its conspicuous suspension in
the East of the Lodge in place of the Delta.
The incident seems to be more than an ac-

We

cident.

"131 Dabar, Wisdom,

D.

Oz,

Strength, O.
G.
"1J3J Gomer, Beauty,
Thus the initials conceal the true meaning.
yj;

God and His Temple, Knight
of.

A

degree mentioned by Fustier.

Goetia.

A

contra-distinctive term to

Theurgia, the first signifying black magic,
the latter white magic. The demons of
darkness were invoked and no crime or
Alchemy and
horror stayed the power.
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addendum:.

GRAIN

"The AthoU Lodges," &c., now engaged
on a great work, " The History of FreeCrolden JAtm of Ilesse-Cassel, masonry, its Antiquities, Symbols, ConstiOrder of the. Instituted by Frederick tutions, Customs, ^c. embracing an invesII., 14th of August, 1770, under a decree of
tigation of the Records of the Organizations
6th July, to recompense virtue and merit. of the Fraternity in England, Scotland, IreThe Grand Master is the reigning sover- land, British CJolonies, France, Germany,
eign of Hesse-Cassel, Motto, "Virtute et and the United States," to be completed in
Fidelitate."
six volumes, of which three are in the hands
Golden Stole of Teiiloe. {Cavali- ofthesubscribers, and from which judgment
chemistry were the powerfiil arms relied
on.

;

eri della Stola tPOro.)

An ancient order of
knighthood, conferred by the republic of
Venice. The number of knights was unlimited.
The decoration, worn over the
left shoulder, was richly embroidered with
flowers of gold, and being in width a handbreadth, fell behind and before to the knee.
An ambassador, for some distinctive service, was deemed worthy.
The ducal robe
was of red material.

can already be passed of their inestimable
value to all Masons. The history is " derived from ofScial sources," and is not of
that "creationist school" so continuously
indulged in by Masonic book-makers. The
first chapter delves in the consideration of
" the four systems or sects, from each of
which, according to different schools of
thought, may be traced the modern system
of Freemasonry. These ai'e the Ancient

Golden Tlialer, or Gold Gvilden, we
are informed by Bro. Woodford, is the St.
John's offering, as it was called under the
strict observance in Germany, and which
amounted to one ducat, or, at the least, one
and two-thirds of a thaler, which was paid
by every member on St. John's Day. This
practice is still kept up in many German
Lodges for the benefit of the poor fund.
Gomel. (Heb. SiSJ, L- retribuens.) Irregularly given as Gomer and Gomez.
word found in the 26th Degree A. A. Scottish Rite, signifying reward.
Gonfalon. (Ital. Oonfalone, 0. German, Gund/ano.) An ecclesiastical warflag or banner, a standard ; used in several

Mysteries, the Essenes, the Roman Collegia, and the Culdees." Then are considered "The Old Charges of British Free-

A

of the chivalric degrees of Masonry. The
chief magistrates in Italian cities when
bearing this ensign are known as Gonfaloniers. The banner is triune, ofwhitesilk,
trimmed and mounted with gold.
Goodall. The reputed author of the
expose of Masonry, known as " Jachin and
Boaz." It is said that he was at one time
Master of the W. India and American
Lodge, now known as the Lodge of An-

masons," "The Stonemasons (Steinmetzen)
of Germany," "The Ct&ft Guilds (Cotj>*
d'Mat) of France," " The Companionage,"
"Mediseval Operative Masonry," "The
Statutes Relating to the Freemasons,"
" Early British Freemasonry," &c. From
this illustrated quarto work, the liberty has
been taken of occasionally making extracts
in this Addendum, not, however, without
due consideration for the author.

Gourgas, Jobn James Joseph.
Born in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1777, of a
patrician femily, and emigrated to London
during the old French Revolution.
He
became well known as a merchant on the
Royal Exchange. Upon coming to America in the earliest days of the century, he
was initiated into Masonry in 1803," and
was passed and raised before the close of
the year. After receiving the Holy Royal
Arch, he ^ave his attention to the A. A.
Scottish Rite, then entering upon its youthful vigor, and received the Thirty-second
Degree on July 9, 1806, that of Inspector
on August 4, 1806, and was one of the
six Inspectors General who, on November

8,

1808, established Concoi-dia Cres-

cimus Council of Princes of Jerusalem in
the city of Brooklyn, He became Deputy
Inspector on Nov. 12, 1808, Secretaiy of the
Holy Empire, N. Jur., in 1818, tlie Supreme
Council having beeai formed on August 5
of that year. He was Special Deputy from
1822 to 1882, and then became Commander,
and so continued until 1851, when he re-

barris-

He died in New York in 1863.
Grain of SInstard, Order of the.
(Ger. Ver Orden vom Smf Horn.) An order

Past Senior Grand Deacon
of the United Grand Lodge of England,
and author of "The Four Old Lodges,"

instituted in Germany, based on Mark iy.
30 and 32, the ol^ect being the propagation
of morality.

tiquity.

Gould, Robert Freke. A
ter-at-law,

signed.

—

—
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ADDENDUM.

Crrand Director of the Ceremo-

nies. An important officer in the United Grand
Lodge of England a similar office to that of Grand
;

Master-General of Ceremonies of a Supreme Coun-

upon whom the order
of the Grand Body largely
depends, and who has
charge of the service or
ceremonies of whatever
nature that may transpire.

Grand £lect. Perand Snblime

fect

Mason.

The Fourteenth Degree of the
A. A. Scottish Eite. See Ferfection, Lodge

Mackey.
Gravelot.

The name of the second
of the three conspirators in the Master's
Degree, according to the Adonhiramite
The others are Eomvel and Abiram.
The etymology of Gravelot is unknown.
Grumbacb, Sylvester. Mentioned
Rite.

and
was the reputed Grand Master of the Templars from 1330 to 1332, and was the twenty-

in the legend of the Strict Observance,

second Grand Master.

Gymnosopliists.

HABAKKUK

Gypsies. Cornelius Van Paun, more
generally known as De Paun, in his Fhilosophical Risearchea on the Egyptians and
Chineee (Paris, 1774), advances the theory
that Freemasonry originated with the Gyp" Every person who was not
sies. He says
guilty of some crime could obtain admission to the lesser mysteries. Those vagabonds called Egyptian priests in Greece
and Italy required considerable sums for
initiation; and their successors, the Gypsies, practise similar mummeries to obtain
money. And thus was Freemasonry introduced into Europe." But De Paun is
remarkable for the paradoxical character
of his opinions. Mr. James Simpson, who
has written a rather exhaustive History
of the Gypsies (1866), finds (p. 387) "a considerable resemblance between Gypsyism,

(Signifying "naked

A

in its harmless aspect, and Freemasonry
with this difference, that the former is a general, while the latter is a special, society
that is to say, the Gypsies have the language, or some of the words and the signs
peculiar to the whole race, which each
individual or class will use for different
purposes. The race does not necessarily,
and does not in fact, have intercourse with
every other member of it. In that respect

they resemble any ordinary community of
" There are many
indeed, they are the
very people to push their way into a Masons'
Lodge ; for they have secrets of their own,
and are naturally anxious to pry into those
of others, by which they may be benefited.
I was told of a Gypsy who died, lately, the
Master of a Masons' Lodge
A friend, a
Mason, told me the other day of his having entered a house in Yetholm where were
five Gypsies, all of whom responded to his
Masonic signs." But it must be remembered that Simpson is writing of the Gypsies of Scotland, a kingdom where the race
is considerably advanced above those of
any other country in civilization and in
Mackey. See Rommanies.
social position.

name given by the Greeks to men." And he adds
ancient Hindu philosophers who Gypsies Freemasons

sages.")
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:

cil,

of,

;

those
lived solitarily in the woods, wore little
or no clothing, an^ addicted themselves to
mystical contemplation and the practice of
the most rigorous asceticism. Strabo divides them into Brahmans and Samans,
the former of whom adhered to the strictest principles of caste, while the latter adniitted any one into their number regarding
Whose character and kindred they were satisfied.
They believed in the immortality
of the soul and its migration into other
bodies. They practised celibacy, abstained
from wine, and lived on fruits. They held
riches in contempt, and abstained from sensual indulgences.

:

;

H.
H.

(Heb. n, Cheth; the hieroglyph was

an altar thus,
and finally the

Hebrew

f^.)

The eighth letter in the

is of the same hieroglyphic formar
has the numerical valuation of 5.
Babalcknk. (Heb. plp^n, a straggler, a favorite.)
The eighth of the twelve
minor prophets. No account is contained
in the Book of Habakkuk, either of the
events of his life or the data when he lived.

which
tion,

rii

al-

phabet, and in the Hebrew has the value
in number of 8, while the Heb. n, He,

He

is

believed

by many

to

have flourished

;
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HABIN

about G30 b. c. In the 32d D^ree of the
A. A. Scottish Bite, his name answers to
the passwords Tuesday and Xerxes.
Habln. (Ueb. fjn, in/e^%itM.) Name
of the initiate in the fourth degree of the
modern French rite, sometimes given as
Johaben, or Jabin.
Ilabrauiali, or Jabainiata. (Fanum excebum.) Said to be used in the 30th
Degree of the A. A. Scottish Rite in France
it is not used in America
Hacqiiet, O. A French notary at
Port-iiu-Priuce, subseqiiently a member of
the Grand Orient of Paris, and President
of the Royal Arch Chapter at Paris in
1814.

nafedtaa. The second of the four
gods worshipped by the Arab tribe of Ad,
before the time of Mohammed, to which
Hfld, or Heber, was sent.
These were
SSkia, the god of rain ; H&fedha, the preserver lirom danger; R&zeka, the provider
of food: and S41ema, the god of health.

Hallelnjah. (Praise the Lord.) Expression of applause in the degree of Sublime Ecossais, Heavenly Jerusalem, and
others.

Salliwell MS.

J.

O. Halliwell took

name of Phillips, and edited, in 1840,
"The Early History of Freemasonry in
England," commonly known as the "Mathe

sonic Poem," or " Halliwell MS.," " Brit
Museum Bib. Regia 17 a ff 32." Bro.
Woodford remarks, in " Kenning's Cyclopsedia," that " it is somewhat curious that
to (irandidier and Halliwell, both nonMasons, Freemasonry owes the impetus
given at separate epochs to the study of its
archaeology and history. Mr. Phillips is
a well-known writer on general antiquities,
and has edited many very curious and important works." Halliwell considered his
MS. of a date " not later than the latter
part of the fourteenth century," that is,
more than half a century before the Strassburg Constitutions. For quotation from
this MS., see ante, p. 287.
Hanialiel. The name of the angel
that, in accordance with the Kabbalistical
system, governs the planet Venus.

Hamilton, Hon. Robt. M. A.,
M. ». Born 1820; died May, 1880, at
Jamaica, of which island he was District

Grand Master. This English gentleman
was a member of the Queen's Body Guard.
He was appointed District G. Master of
Jamaica, Nov. 5, 1858; District G. Supt.
of Royal Arch Masons, Jan. 10, 1859;
Prov. G. M. M. M., 1877 and was a supernumerary member of the Supreme Council, 33d, of Endand, and Prov. G. Master
of the Royal Order of Scotland.
Hands, United. Clasped hands are
a symbol of fidelity and trust. A Spanish
;

HEBREW
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work was published at Vittoria, in 1774,
where three bands are shown united in the
vignette on the title.

Hapbtzlel.

(Heb. lH'^ian, Voluntas
covered word used in the 23d Degree of the A. A. Scottish Rite.
Har. The name of the second king in
the Scandinavian Mysteries.
Harbinger. The title of an o£Bcer
in the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, and
also in the Knights of St. John the EvanDei.)

A

gelist.

Harnspiocs, Order of. The word
Haruspice appears to come from haruga or
haruir, a ram for ofiFering, and ^eere, to
look: therefore implying a soothsayer or
aruspice. The founder of the Etruscan order
was Tages, doubtless a myth of self-creative power.
This order is claimed to have
been re-established in Rome at the time
of the foundation of the city. It embraced
two divisions, those who formed their judgment from the movements and habits of
animals as well as the flight of birds, and
those who judged and foretold events by
the inspection of the entrails of newly
killed animals. These were the precursors
of naturalists and physiologists. The two
sections of the order were recognized as
Haruspex, ab aris aspicUndii, and ExfUpex,
ab extia inspidendia.
Hayti. Freemasonry, which had been
in existence for several years in the island
of Hayti, was entirely extinguished by the
revolution which drove out the white inhabitants. In 1809, the Grand Lotlge of
England granted a charter for a Lodge at
Port-au- Prince, and for one at Cayes. In
1817, it constituted two others, at Jeremias
and at Jacmel. Subsequently, a Provincial Grand Lodge was established under
obedience to Ene:land. Jan. 25, 1824, this

Provincial GranS Lodge declared

inde-

its

pendence and organized the Grand Orient
of Hayti, which is still in existence; but
in consequence of the want of ofScial correspondence, we are left in great ignorance
as to the actual condition of Freemasonry
in Hayti.

Hebrew Chronology.

The

eccle-

year commences 1st Nisan, March,
but the civil reckoning begins 1st Tishri,
September, which is New Year's day.
'Phe following dates are accepted by the
Hebrews, as given by Dr. Zunz in Remarkt
prefacing " The 2'1 Books of the Holy Scriptures according to the Massoretic Text."
siastical

BEFORE COMMON ERA.

3988,
2332,
2040,
1575,
1495,
1051,

Creation.
Flood.

Abraham

born.

Moses born.
Exodus.
David acknowledged king.

HEBREW
BEFORE COMMON ERA.

1015,
586,
536,
516,
330,

First
First

a

Temple commenced.
Temple destroyed.

Cyrus's Decree.

Second Temple completed.
Alexander conquers Palestine.
The succeeding dates are in accord with
the research of other authorities.
The Temple was dedicated on five occasions

:

1004, 15th day of Tishri (Etha(1 Kings viii. 2-62).
B. c. 726, when purified from the

1st. B. c.

nim and Abib)
2d.

HESSE
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abominations of Ahaz.
3d. B. C. 516, 3 Adar, upon completion of
Zerubbabel's Temple.
4th. B. c. 164, 25th Kislev, after the victory of Judas Maccabseus over the Syrians,
the service lasted eight days.
5th. B. c. 22, upon completion of Herod's

Temple.

member

or
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The

of the association.

Holy Brotherhood,

finally

Santa,

checked so

effectually the outrages of the nobles, that
Isabella of Castile, in 1496, obtained the
sanction of the Cortez to reorganize and

extend

over the whole kingdom.
Pertaining or belonging to that species of philosophy which pretends to solve and explain all
the phenomena of nature from the three
chemical principles, salt, sulphur, and mercury.
Also that study of the sciences as
pursued by the Bosicrucian fraternity. A
practice of the arts of alchemy and similar
pursuits, involving a duplex symbolism
with their peculiar distinctions.
it

Hermetic Philosophy.

Herring, James.

Born

in

London,

England, January 12, 1794; died in France,
October 8, 1867
buried in Greenwood
Cemetery, New York, October 27, 18()7.
The family emigrated to America in 1805.
James was initiated in Solomon's Lodge,
;

The three Temples were destroyed on the
same day and month of the year. The Somerville, New Jersey, in 1816. He was
"threefold destruction" of the Temple Master of Clinton Lodge, New York city,
took place on the 9th Ab, or fifth ecclesias- in 1827, 1828, 1832, and 1834, a period when
The destruction of the Solo- the anti-Masonic spirit was in its zenith.
tical month.
monian Temple, by Nebuchadnezzar, took He, with the remaining members of Clinplace B. c. 588, or four hundred and sixteen ton Lodge, united with St. John's, No. 1,
years after dedication. The taking of the and met in union December 18, 1834. He
city of Jerusalem by Titus is commemo- instituted the formation of Lodge of Strict
Observance, which was constituted by
rated as a fast day on the 17 th Tamuz.
" Little " Pass- Grand Lodge, December 27, 1843, R. W.
Passover, 14th Nisan
;

over, 15th lyar.

Pentecost, or " First Fruits," commemorating the giving of the law on Mount
Sinai, 6th Sivan.

Great Day of Atonement, 10th Tishri.
Feast of Tabernacles, 15-21 Tishri.
Fast for commencement of siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 10th day of Tebeth.

Feast of Purim, 14th and 15th Adar.
King Cyrus liberated the Jews, B. C. 538.
King Darius confirmed the decree, B. c.
520. See Cyrus, King.
Faitli. See Talmud.

Hebrew

Heler, A. A tyler or tegulator. From
the Anglo-Saxon "hilan." Also written
" Hilly ar" and" miliar."
(Spanish,
The.
Heruiaiidad,
"Brotherhood.") An association of the
principal cities of Castile and Aragon
bound by a solemn league for the defence
of their liberties in time of trouble. The
sovereigns approved this brotherhood as
agents for suppressing the increasing power
of the nobles, and without cost to the government. The Hermandad was first established in Aragon in the thirteenth century,
and in Castile about thirty years later,
while,- in 1295, thirty-five cities of Castile
and Leon formed a joint confederacy,
pledging themselves to take summary vengeance on every robber noble who injured

Bro. Herring being the Master, with which
Lodge he remained until his death. On
the 3d September, 1828, he was appointed
Assistant Grand Secretary, and on June 3,
1829, was elected Grand Secretary, which
office he retained until 1846. He sided with
the " Phillips " or " Herring " Grand Body
at the split in Grand Lodge on June 5, 1849,
and remained its Grand Secretary until
1858, when, in June, the two Grand Lodges
were fused. He was a delegate to the Con-

vention of Grand Lodges held in Washington March 7, 1842. Bro. Herring delivered the oration, on the 25th August,
1847, in St. John's Lodge, in commemoration of the M. W. G. Masters, Morgan
Lewis and Alex. H. Robertson, and other
eminent Masons, on the occasion of the
First Lodge of Sorrow held in America in
the English language. He was exalted in
Jerusalem Chaptei-, No. 8, B. Arch, N.
January 5, 1817, dubbed a Knight Templar

Y

,

Columbian Commandery, No. 1, N. Y.,
and was received a Sov. G. I. General, 33d
Scottish Rite. Bro. Herring was a P. H.
in

Priest, P. G. G. Sec. of the G. G. Chapter,

U. 8., P. G. Master of the G. Encampment,
N. Y., and Officer of the G. G. Encampment of U. S., and P. G Representative
of the Orients of Brazil and France.
Hesse Cassel. Freemasonry appears
to have been founded in this electorate in

;
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1743, by a Lodge at Marburg, called "Zu
den drei Lowen," which afterwards took
the name of "Marc Aurel zum flammenden Stern." A lodge also appears to have
eii-sted in

1771, at Cassel, called

"Zum

blauen Lowen." In 1817 the Grand Mother
Lodge of Hesse Cassel was founded, which
lasted until 1821, when the government
closed all Lodges. In lf^49 one was reopened by General von Helmschwerdt, but
it was closed in 1855.
It is now understood that this Lodge has been reopened.
Hibbut-Hakkeber. (Beating of
the sepulchre.)
Mohammedan belief as
to the state of the soul after death. The
form and mode of judgment is explained
in Al Koran.
The sarcophagus of an
orthodox Moslem is so constructed that
the deceased can sit upright when notified
by his angel of the approach of the examiners, who question him as to his faith in
the unity of God and the mission of Mohammed.
Satisfactory answers insure
peace; but if to the contrary, he is beaten
on the temples with iron maces until he
roars with anguish.
The two angels,
Monker and Nakii, then press the earth
upon the body, which is gnawed and stung
by ninety-nine seven-headed dragons until
the day of resurrection. As the Mohammedan was an imitative religion, we naturally look for the origin of its customs and
thus the Hibbeliefs in older faiths
but-Hakkeber is found in the Jewish,
which taught that the angel of death
would sit on a new-made grave, the soul
would return to the body, which would
stand up, the angel striking it thrice
with a chain, half iron and half fire
at the first blow all the limbs were
loosened, at the second the bones were
dispersed, but gathered again by angels,
and the third stroke reduces it to dust.
This need not occur to those who died
on the Sabbath or in the land of Israel.
See Gilgul.
hermit order esHieronymitos.
tablished in the fourteenth century, formed
from the third Order of St. Francis. Followei-s of Thomas of Siena, who established tliemselves among the wild districts
of the Sierra Morena, and so forming a
community, obtained approval of Pope

A

HITTITES

surrounded by a halo of holiness. His
duty was to maintain and also expound
the laws. He was the introductor of the
novices into the Eleusinian Temple, and
passed them from the lesser into the greater

where he became the Demiurg,
and impressed the initiate, while instructing him, by his manner and voice. His
title of Mystagog was awarded because he
mysteries,

alone revealed the secret or mystery.
Hieropbylax. Title of the guardian
of the holy vessels and vestments, as used
in several Kites.

Hiraiu. The King

of Tyre

;

was the

ally of David, as well as of Solomon, and
was material in his service toward the build-

ing of the Holy House, notwithstanding
the God of the Hebrew difiered essentially
from the ideal god of the people of Tyre.
Hiram reigned over theTyrians for thirtyfour years he permitted Solomon's ships
to participate in the profitable trade of the
Mediterranean, and Jewish sailors, under
the instructions of Tyrian mariners, were
taught how to bring from India the gold to
enrich their people and beautify the temple
of their king. Tradition says that Hiram
;

gave his daughter in marriage to King

Solomon (see Mackey).
Near Tyre there is a tomb which,

to this

day, has been pointed out as that of Hiram, King of Tyre, as delineated below.

;

A

Gregory XI. in 1374.

Hierophaiil, or Hiystagog.

Hittites. A powerful nation, whose
two chief seats were at Kadesh, on the
Orontes and Carchemish, on the Euphrates, and who subjected as allies, forces from
Palestine, Lydia, and the Troad.
This
great empire had at times contended with
the Egyptian monarchs before the days of
the exodus. The Assyrians also had felt
their power. They were foremost in arms
The and in the arts, and carried their religion

Chief Priest of the Eleusinians, selected
from the grade of Eumolpidens. He was
selected for his imposing personal presence,
and his dignity was sustained by the grandeur of his attire, his head encircled with
a costly diadem. He was required to be
perfect in animal structure, without blemish, and in the vigor of life, with a commanding voice. He was presumed to be

to the shores of the .Sigean

;

in fact, as

shown by the recent explorations and

dis-

coveries of 1879, the early civilization of
Greece and other European nations was as
much indebted to them as it was to the
Phoenicians. Egyptian inscriptions bear
out the truth of tliese discoveries, and more
firmly establish Biblical history. Jerusalem came withiu the influence of this great

HOBEN

I-COLM-KILL
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empire. The Hittites were finally subdued
by the capture of their famous capital,
Carchemish, by Sargon, B. c. 717. For
Biblical i-eferences, see Judges i. 26 ; 1 Kings
X. 28, 29
2 Kings vii. 6.
The system of writing by the Hittites was
unique their letters were hieroglyphic and
their sculptures a peculiar and curious style
of art, some of which may be found in the
British Museum. See Fresh Lights, etc., by
Sayce, chap. 5.
Hoben. The name given, in some of
the high degrees, to one of the three conspirators commemorated in the Master's
Degree.
The derivation is uncertain.
Oben, in Hebrew, means a stone; or it
may be a corruption of Habbone, the
Builder or Mason.
Hodin. The Blind Fate mentioned
in the Scandinavian mysteries.
See Bal-

his installation, although now generally
disused, is a correct one,
not precisely in
the feudal sense of homagium, but in the
more modern one of reverence, obedience,
and loyalty.
officer in each of
Hospitaller.
the bodies of the A. A. Scottish Rite, and
in the Modern French Rite, whose duty it
is to collect the obligatory contributions
of the members, and, as the custodian, to
disburse the same, under the advisement
of the Master, to needy brethren, or even
worthy profanes who may be in distress.
The fund is entirely a secret one, and is
reserved apart from all other receipts and

der.

tory of

;

;

Holy
and

City,

Knight of tbe.

last

ance, settled'at

An

disbursements.

Honel. A Grand

Officer of the G.

Orient in France in 1804.
the Grand Chapter in 1814.

G. Orator of

Hugtaan, TVm. Jaiues. The
Masonry

in England, in

The brotherhood of the world

of the degrees of the rectified
Kite of the Benevolent Knights of the
Holy City, or the Rite of Strict Observfifth

—

Wilhelmsbad in 1782.
tree of life and man in the

Horn. The

Zoroastrian doctrine of the Persians.
Honiaged. First employed by Entick,
in his edition of the constitutions, in reference to the installation of the Earl of
Kintore, in 1740, as Grand Master " Who
having been homaged and duly congratulated according to the forms and solemnity
of Masonry." He never repeats the word,
using afterwards the expression, " received
Noorthouck adopts this
the homage."
latter expression in three or four instances,
but more generally employs the word " recThe expression
ognized " or " selected."
"to do homage" to the Grand Master at
:

his-

which the

is

so deeply

interested, will never have justice done to
its historians unless there is placed among
the first entitled to the crown of immortelles

He

the

was

name of William James Hughan,
Aubyn Lodge, No.

initiated in St.

954, Devonport, July 14, 1863, exalted in
1865 in Royal Arch Ch., No. 50, Glasgow,
and has been honored with membership in

many Lodges and departments of Masonry,
including the Order of the Temple, Royal
Order of Scotland, Scottish Rite, Rosicrucians, etc. The fraternity has an inter-national interest in him, and look forward
hopefully to the attainments by his continued labors, which have resulted already
so favorably.

Hur. (Heb. TlH. liberty.) A term
used in the Fourth Degree of Perfect Mistress in the French Rite of Adoption.

I.
I.

The ninth

letter in the alphabets

of

Western Europe, called by the Greeks
Iota, after its Shemitic name.
The Hebrew
of the numerical value of
a hand. The oldest forms
of the letter, as seen in the Phcenician and
Samaritan, have a rude resemblance to a
hand with three fingers, but by a gradual
equivalent
10,

and

is ',

signifies

character came to be
the smallest in the alphabet, and iota, or
simplification, the

5Y

"jot," is a synonym
thumb and two fingers

for

a

trifle.

The

much

used, and
are of great significance, in religious forms,
as well as in Freemasonry.
It is the position of the hand when the Pope blesses
the congregation, and signifies the Three
in One. The Hebrew letter ain, t^, with
the numerical value of 70, possesses and
gives the English sound of the letter i.
I-Colm-Kill. An island south of
the Hebrides, once the seat of the Order
of the Culdees, and contains the ruins of

are

the monastery of St. Columba, founded
A. s. 565.
Tradition plants the founda-

;;

ICX3N0CLASTS
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Heredom on

posed of balm, mycha, galbanum, frankincense, of each an equal weight, viz., 70
Iconoclasts. (Gr. eikon, image, and nianehs myrrh, cassia, spikenard, and safklazo, I break.)
The name used to desig- fron, of each an equal weight, 16 manehs
nate those in the Church, from the eighth costus, 12 manehs; the rind of an odorifercentury downward, who have been opposed ous tree, 3 manehs; cinnamon, 9 minehs;
to the use of sacred images, or, rather, to soap of Carsine, 9 tabs; wine of capers, 3
the paying of religious honor or reverence seahs and 3 kabs, and if caper n-ine could
to such representations.
Image-worship not be had, strong white wine was substiprevailed extensively in the sixth and tuted for it; salt of Sodom, the fourth part
seventh centuries in the Eastern Empire. of a kab, and of an herb called maa-a- lay
The iconoclast movement commenced with o-shon, a small quantity. Rabbi Nathan
the imperial edict issued, in 726, by the said a small quantity of the amber of JorEmperor Leo III., surnamed the Isaurian, dan. If honey was mixed with it, it was
who allowed images only of the Redeemer. profane; and if it was deficient in any one
The second decree was issued in 730. This of its ingredients, the priest was accounted
was opposed strenuously by Popes Gregory worthy of death.
II. and III., but without avail.
Rabbi Simeon, the son of Gamliel, says,
Idaho. Two Lodges holding charters that the balm issues from an incision in the
from the Grand Lodge of Oregon and one tree called balsamon. The soap of Carsina
from that of Washington Territory met in was to refine the omycha, that it might
convention at Idaho City, on December 10, have a handsome appearance. The wine
1867, and organized the Grand Lodge of of capers was brought to soak the cloves or
Idaho, which in its sessions is migratory. mycha therein, that it might become hard.
Royal Arch Masonry was introduced by And though the "water from the feet" was
the General Grand Chapter of the United proper for the purpose, yet it was not used
States, which granted a charter for Idaho because it was not decent to bring it into
Chapter at Idaho City, September 18, 1868, the temple.
for Cypress at Silver City, and Boise at
Increase of IVag^. (^AugmentaBoise City, both September 20, 1870.
tion de gayes.)
To ask for an increase of
IJar. n»'N-) (W-) The eighth month wages, is, in the technical language of
of the Hebrew civil year, and corresponding French Masonry, to apply for advancement
with the months of April and May, begin- to a higher degree.
ning with the new moon of the former.
Indian Calendar. The Indian or
Illnmliiate Theosophists. One Hindu year begins in April, thus 1st Yaiof the grades of Benedict Chastanier, sakha, 13th April 1st Jyaishtha, 14th May
apparently of a Swedenborgian nature.
1st Ashadha, 14th June; 1st Sravana, 16th
Imaiiin. The appellation given to July; 1st Bhadrapada, 16th August; 1st
the most honored teacher of Mohamme- Asvina, 16th September; IstKartlika, 17th
danism.
The title of the Sultan, as the October; 1st Agrahayana or Margasirsha,
spiritual chief of all Moslems.
16th November 1st Pansha, 15th DecemImmaterlalisni. A doctrine re- ber; 1st Magha, 13th January; IstPhalgulating to the quality of God and of the na, 12th February; 1st Caitra, 13th March.
human soul, showing that He forms an The days of the week, commencing with
absolute contrast to matter, and is the Sunday, are Aditya, Soma, Mangaln, Bubasis of the qualities of eternity, omnipo- dha. Guru, Sukra, and Sani. The Hindu
tence, and unchangeableness.
The imma- era, until April 13, 1885, is 1937.
teriality of the soul includes simplicity as
Indian Faith. See Budd/ilsm.
another of its qualities.
Indisclie Mysterlen. Indian
Impost. The point where an arch Mysteries. In the German Cyclopsedia
rests on a wall or column.
Husenbeth we find the following: "The East Indians
says imposts were "members of a secret have still their mysteries, which it is very
society of Tyrian artists who were hired probable they received from the ancient
by King Solomon to erect the temple, in Egyptians. (?) These mysteries are in the
order to distinguish them from the Jews, possession of the Brahmans, and their anwho performea the more humble labors, cestors were the ancient Brachmen.
" It is only the sons of these priests who
were honored with the epithet of free antion of
island.

the

Rite of

this

;

:

;

;

to the name of builder or Mason,
and, being talented foreigners, were freed
from the usual imposts paid to the state
by the subjects of Solomon."

nexed

Incense. Regulations for Use.
From the Talmud we learn that the mixture of the perfume of incense

was com-

are eligible to initiation.

Had

a grown-up

youth of the Brachmen sufficiently hardened his body, learned to subdue his passions, and given the requisite proofs of his
abilities at school, he must submit to an
especial proof of his fortitude before he was
admitted into the mysteries, which proofs

INDISCHE

ADDENDUM.

were given in a cavern. A second cavern
in the middle of a high hill contained the
statues of nature, which were neither made
of gold, nor of silver, nor of earth, nor of
stone, but of a very hard material resembling wood, the composition of which was

unknown

to any mortal.
"These statues are said to have been
given by God to his Son, to serve as models
by which he might form all created beings.
Upon the crown of one of these statues
stood the likeness of Bruma, who was the
same with them as Osiris was with the
Egyptians. The inner part, and the entrance also into this cavern, was quite dark,
and those who wished to enter into it were
obliged to seek the way with a lighted
torch.
door led into the inner part, on
the opening of which the water that sur-

A

rounded the border of the cavern broke
loose.

" If the candidate for initiation was worhe opened the door quite easily, and a
spring of the purest water flowed gently
thy,

upon him and

purified him. Those, on
tlie contrary, who were guilty of any crime,

could not open the door and if they were
candid, they confessed their sins to the
priest, and besought him to turn away the
anger of the gods by prayer and fasting.
In this cavern, on a certain day, the
Brachmen held their annual assembly.
Some of them dw-elt constantly there; others came there only in the spring and harvest conversed with each other upon the
doctrines contained in their mysteries, contemplated the hieroglyphics upon the statues, and endeavored to decipher them.
Those among the initiated who were in the
lowest degrees, and who could not coinprehend the sublime doctrines of one God,
worshipped the sun and other inferior
divinities.
This was also the religion of
the common people. The Brahmans, the
present inhabitants of India, those pure
descendants of the ancient Brachmen, do
not admit any person into their mysteries
without having first diligently inquired
into his character and capabilities, and
duly proved his fortitude and prudence.
No one could be initiated until he had
attained a certain age and before his initiation the novice had to prepare himself
by prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and
other good works, for many days.
"When the appointed day arrived he
bathed himself and went to the Guru, or
chief Brahman, who kept one of his own
apartments ready in which to perform this
ceremony. Before he was admitted he was
asked if he earnestly desired to be initiated? if it was not curiosity which induced him to do so? if he felt himself
strong enough to perform the ceremonies
;

—

;

—

—
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which would be prescribed to him for the
whole of his life, without the exception of
a single day?
" He was at the same time advised to defer the ceremony for a time, if he had not
confidence in his strength. If
the youth continued firm in his resolution,
and showed a zealous disposition to enter
into the paths of righteousness, the Guru
addressed a charge to him upon the manner of living, to which he was about to
pledge himself for the future. He threatened him with the punishment of heaven
if he conducted himself wickedly ; promised him, on the contrary, the most glorious rewards if he would constantly keep
the path of righteousness. After this exhortation, and having received his pledge,
the candidate was conducted to the prepared chamber, the door of which stood
open, that all those who assembled might
participate in the offering about to be

sufficient

made.
"Different fruits were thrown into the
while the High Priest, with many
ceremonies, prayed that God might be
present with them in that sacred place.
The Guru then conducted the youth behind a curtain, both having their heads
covered, and then gently jjrououirced into
his ear a word af -one or two syllables,
which he was as gently to repeat into the
ear of the Guru, that no other person might
hear it. In this word was the prayer which
the initiated was to repeat as often as he
could for the whole day, yet in the greatest
stillness and without ever moving the lips.
Neither durst he discover this sacred word
unto any person. No European has ever
been able to discover this word, so sacred
is this secret to them.
When the newly
initiated has repeated this command several times, then the chief Brahman instructs
him in the ceremonies, teaches him several
songs to the honor of God, and finally dismisses him with many exhortations to pursue a virtuous course of life." See Pitris.
fire,

Ineffable Triangle.

The two

tri-

angles encrusted one upon
the other, containing the
Ineffable Name in Enochian characters, represented in the eleventh of the
Inefikble series. Good and
evil, light and darkness,
life and death, are here
not wanting in symbolism, foreshadowing the philosophic degrees,
and furnishing the true original of the two
interlaced triangles adopted in modern
Masonry. See Enochian Alphabet.

Inigo Jones MS. Brother Gould's
History (vol. i., p. 63) informs us that this
MS. was published only in the Masonic

;
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A very curious folio
MS., ornamented title and drawing by
Inigo Jones, old red morocco, gilt leaves,
dated 1607, was sold by Patrick & Simpson,

in all

12, 1879, and described as "The
Ancient Constitutions of the Free and
Accepted Masons." The revered Brother
Woodford became its possessor, who mentions it as " a curious and valuable MS.
per se, not only on account of its special
verbiage, but because it possesses a frontispiece of Masons at work, with the words
Inigo Jones delin.' at the bottom. It is
also highly ornamented throughout, both
in the capital letters and with finials.' It

Nomolos for Solomon, and Marih for
Hiram. This was also a custom among

Magazine, July, 1881.

November

'

'

a peculiarly interesting MS. in that it differs from all known
transcripts in many points, and agrees with
no one copy extant." Brother Gould remarks, " This, one of the latest discoveries,'
is certainly to be classed amongst the most
valuable of existing versions of our manuis

of date 1607

.

.

It

.

is

'

script

'

Constitutions.'

"

Initiate into the Sciences, The.
Brother Kenneth Mackenzie informs us
that this is the title of the second degree
of a Masonic system founded on the doctrines and principles of Pythagoras.
Inner Order. Name of the sixth
grade of Von Huud's Templar system.

Insect Sherinah.

A Jewish

belief

that the Solomonian Temple was constructed by Divine means, that the stones
were squared and polished by a speciallycreated worm called samis, and that the
stones by innate power came to the temple
ground, and were placed in position by
angelic aid. The worm has been designated " the Insect Shermah."
Intolerance. The arch-enemy of
Freemasonry.
Toleration is one of the
chief foundation-stones of the Fraternity,
and Universality and Brotherly Love are
ever taught. Notwithstanding, intolerance
has, and ever has had, its grip upon the
brotherhood, and insidiously does its silent

Human powers
circumscribed.
Man by

and undermining work.

are limited or
nature is weak, and is largely the creature
of early education yet no institution has
such resisting power and is of such avail
as Freemasonry against that great enemy
of man, which has destroyed more of the
human race than any other evil power.
The synonym may be found in the Third
and Tenth degrees, A. A. Scottish Rite.
;

luTcrsion of I<etters. In some
of the French documents of the high
degrees the letters of some words were
inverted not apparently for concealment,

—

but as a mere

caprice.

French cahiers and

the Kabbalists and the Alchemists, to conceal secret words.

InTisibles, tes.

A

secret order of

(The

which

Thory quotes a German

InvisU>le^.)

little is

writer,

known.

who

says:

"C'est la secte la plus dansereuse; les
receptions des initife se font la nuit, sous
uhe Toflte souterraine, et la doctrine des
initians prfiche I'athlisme et le suicide."
\Ve need no more upon this subject, and
believe the society " sleeps the sleep that
knows no waking."
Ionian Islands. Freemasonry appears to have been founded at Corfu, by a
Lodge called " Loge de St. Napoleon,"
under the Grand Orient of France, in 1811.
Iram. (Heb., Q^^y,aureiimexcelsit»,)
The former ruling Prince of Idumea.
Ischngi. (Heb., 'Ji't", sa/us meet.)
One of the five Masters, according to the
Masonic myth, appointed by Solomon after
the death of Hiram to complete tlie Temple.

Isiac Table.

Known

also

as the

Tabula Isiaca, Mensa Isiaca, and Tabula
Bembina. A monument often quoted by
archaeologists previous to the discovery of

hieroglyphics.

A

flat

rectangular bronze

with niello and

silver, 56 by
36 inches in size. It consists of three compartments of figures of Egyptian deities
and emblems; the central figure is Isis.
It was sold by a soldier to a locksmith,
bought by Cardinal Bembo in 1527, now
in Royal "Museum in Turin.
Israfeel. In the Mohammedan iaith,
the name of the angel who, on the judgment morn, will sound the trumpet of

plat«, inlaid

resurrection.

Order

Itratics,
of. A society of
adepts, engaged in the searcli for the Universal Medicine; is now extinct. Mentioned by Fustier.
{Invent Verbum
I.'.V.M.'.O.Mj.*.
in Ore Leonis.) Initial letters of significant
words used in the 13th Degree, A. A. Scottish Rite.
They have reference to the recovery of the key of the Sacred Ark, which
contains certain treasures. The Ark and
its key having been lost in the forest during
a battle which occurred when the Jews were
journeying through the wilderness, the key
was found in the mouth of a lion, who
dropped it upon the ground on the ap-

Hence Thory proach of the

{Fondat, p. 128) calls them inversions enfantines (childish inversions). Thus they
wrote sionao %sog for Rosse crucis. But

rituals, or, as

they call them, tuilleurg, words are inverted
that is, the letters are transposed for purposes of secrecy. Thus they, would write

teaching

is

Israelites.

Much

symbolical

deduced from the historica)

myth.

iTOry Key. The

symbolic jewel of

JEWISH
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the 4th Degree, A. A. Scottish Rite. On
the wards of the key is the Hebrew letter
zatn.

989

Izads.

The twenty-eight creations of
beneficent deity Orraudz, or Auramazda, in the Persian religious system.
the

J.
J. The tenth letter in the English alphabet. It is frequently and interchangeably used with I, and written in Hebrew
as Yod ('), with the numerical value of 10,
and having reference to the Supreme.
Jaaborou
(Heb.,
D'J3,"I"1"13 V', aqucB transibunt.) A word
of covered significancy in the 15th Degree
of the A. A. Scottish Rite. It also has
reference to the L. D. P. See Liber.
Jabesclieh. (Heb., T\^y, Earth.)
Also written Jebschah. Seel.'.N.'.R.'.I.'.,

Ham maim.

Macket.

Jabiilnm. A corrupted word used in
two of the degrees of the A. A. Scottish
Rite, the 13th and 17th. The true word
and its meaning, however, are disclosed to
the

initiate.

The second king in the
Scandinavian mysteries. The synonym for
Thor.

Jafllbar.

JTabeb. (Heb., ^n*, concedens.) A saname used in the 13th Degree of the

cred

and found in

key.

Jephthab's Dangbter. The

1st

Degree in the American Order of the
Eastern Star, or Adoptive Rite. It inculcates obedience.
Color, blue. See Eastern
Star,

Mackey.

Jerusalem, Hearenly. The

city

of God. Mentioned and described in the
19th Degree, A. A. Scottish Rite. Mainly
taken from the Apocalypse xxi. 2.
large candlestick, of metal,
Jesse.
with many sconces, hanging from the ceiling, and symbolically referring to the
Branch of Jesse;

A

A. A. Scottish Rite.

Jaina Cross.

Book

Jaslier,
of. (Heb., Sepher
ha-yashar, 7%e Book of the t/pright.) One
of the lost books of the ancient Hebrews,
which is quoted twice (Josh. x. 18; 2 Sam.
i.
A Hebrew minstrelsy, recording
18).
the warlike deeds of the national heroes,
and singing the praises of eminent or celebrated men. An original is said to be in
the library at Samarkand.
Jelisan. (Heb., jtvp'.) Name of one
of the sons of Abraham and Keturah
(Gen. XXV. 2). Used in the 3d Degree of
the A. A. Scottish Rite. See Jekson, Mac-

Used by several orders,

the abbeys of
Great Britain and on the monuments of India.
Its significations are many. This cross was
adopted by the Jainas, a heterodox sect of the Hindus, who dissent from
Brahmanism and deny the Vedas, and
whose adherents are found in every provThey are
ince of Upper Hindustan.
wealthy and influential, and form an important division of the population of India.
This symbol is also known as the Fylfot.

+

Jetzirata, Sepber, or Book of.
Book of the Creation ) See Jezirah,

(Heb.,

Mackey, A traditional document, said to
have been written by the Priest-King Abraham. It has six perakim, or chapters,
subdivided into thirty-three mishnas, or
The book is intended as a methodical view of the universe.
For Sepheroth, see Kabbah., Mackey.
sections.

Jewisb Bites and Ceremonies.

symbol mentioned by A period of excitement in favor of the
Weaver in his Funeral Monuments, by Dr. rites of Judaism centred upon and perH. Schliemann as having been found in the vaded the people of various nations during
presumed ruins of Troy, by De Rossi and the early portion of the fourteenth century.
others in the Catacombs of Christian The ceremonies grew and took fast hold
Rome, and there termed the Oruse dissimu- upon the minds of the Romans, and, comiata.
It has been found on almost every bining with their forms, spread to Constanenduring monument on the globe, of all tinople and north-west to Germany and
France. The Jewish rites, traditions, and
ages, and in both hemispheres.
legends thus entered the mystic schools.
Jainas. See above.
James II. and III. of Scotland. It was during this period the legend of
Hiram first became known (Bro. G. H.
See Stuart Masonry, Mackey.
Janiinim, or lauiinim. (Heb., Fort), and Jehovah's name, and mystic
forms were transmitted from Byzantine
water.)
See I.'.N.-.B.'.I.-., Mackey.
Japanese Faitli. See Kojihi; also workmen to Teutonic sodalities and GerIt

is

a religious

,

Nihongi.

man

guilds.

Thus,

also,

when

the Chris-

;

JEZEEDS
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enthusiasm pervaded the North, second son of Abraham and Keturah, whose
Paganism gave way, and the formal toasts sons appear to be the ancestors of the Saat the ceremonial banquets were drunk in beans and Dedanites, who inhabited part

tian

the name of the saints in lieu of those of
the Pagan gods.

Jezeeds.

A Mohammedan

sect

in

of Arabia Felix. Same as Jeisan.
Jorani. (Heb., D"11P' exeelaus.) One
of three architects sent by Solomon to superintend the cutting and preparing of
timber.

name
from the founder, Jezeed, a chief who slew
the sons of Ali, the father-in-law of MoJordan, Karl Steptaan. Bom
hammed. They were ignorant in the ex- 1700, died 1745. Privy Councillor to the
treme, having faith in both the Hebrew King of Prussia, and one of the founders of
Bible and Koran
their hymns were ad- the Lodge of the Three Globes, at Berlin.
dressed, without distinction, to Moses,
Josliaphat, sou of Ahiliid. The
Christ, or Mohammed.
name of tne Orator in the Degree of ProJobel. (Heb., Sai',/«Wan».) A name vost and Judge, A. A. Scottish Rite.
of God used in the Thirteenth Degree A. A.
Jlibalcain. Erroneously used for 7\<-

Turkey and

Persia,

which took

its

;

Scottish Rite.

Jocliebed.
The wife
fied.)

(Heb., I^^V, God-gloriof Amram, and mother of

Miriam, Moses, and Aaron.
Joliaben . (Heb., p"ffr Latin, FUim
;

A

Dei.)
name of continuous use in the A.
A. Scottish Rite, and also mentioned in the

Fourth and Fifth Degrees of the modern
French Rit*.
Joinville, Cliailloude. See C%at/lon

<le

Joinville,

Jokshau.

Mackey.
(Heb., pp', /otcfer.)

The

Jubal was the second
balcain, which see.
sou of Lamech by his first wife, Ada, and
was the founder of the science of music
while the third son, Tubal Cain, was a famous smith Wright.
Jiibela-o-m. The mythical names
of assassins, the true interpretation of
which is only known to the initiate who is

an esoteric student.

Jadltta. (Heb., fl'TinV) Used in
the French Adoptive Masonry, and in the
Fifth Degree of Sov. Illustrious Ecossais.

K.
K.

(Heb., 3> Caph, signifying hollow
of the hand.) This is the eleventh letter
of the English alphabet, and in Hebrew
has the numerical value
of 20. In the Chaldaic or
hieroglyphic it is represented by a hand.
deKabbalistic Companion.
gree found in the archives of the Mother
Lodge of the Philosophical Rite of France.
Kansas. In the year 1855 there were
three Lodges in Kansas, holding warrants
from the Grand Lodge of Missouri. On
November 14, 1855, two of these Lodges
met in convention at Leavenworth. In
consequence of the absence of the third
Lodge, the convention adjourned until
December 27, 1855, on which day the two
Lodges of Smithton and Leavenworth met,
and, Wyandot Lodge being again absent,
the delegates of these two Lodges organized
the Grand Lodge of Kansas, and elected
Richard R. Reece Grand Master.
But these proceedings were considered
illegal, in consequence of the convention
hftving been formed by two instead of three
Lodges; and, accordingly, another conven-

A

Lodges in the
Territory was held March 17, 1856, and
the proceedings of the previous convention
ratined by a re-enactment, the same Grand
tion of the three chartered

Master being re-elected.
The Grand Royal Arch Chapter was
tablished

January

es-

27, 1866.

The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters was organized December 12, 1867.
The Grand Commandery was organized
December

29, 1868.

Karniatians. A Mohammedan

sect

that became notorious from its removal of
the celebrated black stone of the Caaba,
and, after retaining it for twenty-two years,
voluntarily surrendered it. Founded by
Karmata at Irak in the ninth century.

Kellerniann, Marsbal.

Duke

de Valmy, member of the Supreme Council and Grand Officer of Honor of G. O.
of France; elected 1814. Born 1770, died
1835. Served in the battles of Marengo,
Austerlitz, and Waterloo.

Kennlne's Masonic Cyolopoedia.

Edited by Rev. A. F. A. Woodford,
London, contemporaneously with tiie
Encyclopedia of Dr. A. G. Mackey, in
in

KENTUCKY

America, but published subsequently by
the well-lcnown Bro. George Kenning, 198
Fleet Street, Loudon, to whom the work is
dedicated in affectionate terms. It is with
confidence and presumed liberty that we
have, on occasion, availed ourself of the
views and quoted the language of the Rev.
Bro. Woodford. Kenning's Cyclopadia is
rendered unusually invaluable in consequence of the fulness of its bibliography.
Kloss's well-known Bibliographie ikr Freimaurer does not become so great a necessity,
having Kenning; yet other subjects have not
been permitted to suffer in consequence of
the numerous short biographic sketches.
The work is an admirably-arranged octavo
of nearly seven hundred pages.

Kentucky. Organized Freemasonry
was introduced by the Grand Lodge of
Virginia, which, in the year 1788, granted
a charter for Lexington Lodge, No. 25, at
Lexington. This was the first Lodge instituted west of the Alleghany Mountains.
Three other Lodges were subsequently
chartered by Virginia, namely, at Paris,
Georgetown, and Frankford, and a dispensation granted for a fifth at Shelbyville.

These five Lodges met in convention at
Lexington on September 8, 1800. Having
resolved that it was expedient to organize
a Grand Lodge, and prepared an address to
the Grand Lodge of Virginia, the convention adjourned to October 16th.
On that
day it reassembled and organized the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, William Murray being elected Grand Master.
Chapters of Royal Arch. Masons, independent of the Grand Lodge, were first
established by Thomas Smith Webb in
1816, and the Grand Chapter was formed
December 4, 1817.
The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters was organized December 10, 1827.
The Grand Encampment (now the Grand

Commandery) was organized October

5,

1847.
Scottish

Masonry was introduced into
Kentucky, and the Grand Consistory organized at Louisville, in August, 1852, by
Bro. Albert G. Mackey, Secretary -General
of the Supreme Council for the Southern
Jurisdiction.

Khem.

The Egyptian Deity, Amon,
in the position metaphorically used in representations of Buddha and by the Hermetic
philosophers, one hand toward
the other toward Nature,

Heaven and

Khepra. An

Egyptian Deity, presiding over transformation, and repre_

KINGS

ADDENDUM.

sented with the beetle in place of a head,
Kher-heb. The Master of Ceremonies in the Egyptian system of worship.
Htaesvan or Chesvan. (jitsri-) The
same Hebrew month as Mareheevan, which

991

Under the title Marcheavan, there is
an error in the statement that it begins in
November. It does sometimes, but more
usually with October, and therefore corresponds to October and November.
Kbeteiu el STabiiin. Mohammed,
see.

the seal of the prophets.
The title given to the dead,
subject to examination as depicted in ch.
125 of the Book of the Dead in the Egyp-

Kbon.

tian Ritual.

Ktaotbah. The Confession
Mohammedan law.

of Faith

under the

Hbnrnm-Abi. A

variation of the
of Hiram Abi.
Ki.
word used in the old Ritual of
the Eighth Degree of the A. A. Scottish

name

A

Rite.

King of tUe Sanctuary. A

side

degree formerly conferred in the presence
of five Past Masters, now in disuse.
of the World.
degree in
the system of the Philosophical Rite.
Kings,
Five. The sacred code
of the older Chinese. The word king signifies web of cloth, or the warp that keeps
the threads in position, or upon which we
may weave the sombre and golden colors

King

A

The

that

make up

this life's pictured history.

This great light in Chinese secret societies
contains the best sayings of the best sages
on the ethico-political duties of life. They
cannot be traced to a period beyond the
tenth century B. c, although the religion is
believed to be older.
Some of the superior classes of Chinese
are believers in the great philosopher Laotse, and others in the doctrines of Confucius.
The two religions appear to be twin
in age, not strikingly dissimilar, and each
has been given a personality in color in
accordance with the character of ethics believed in by the two writers.
Lao-tse and
Confucius were the revivers of an older
religion, the former of whom was born 604
B. c, and the latter fifty-four years subsequently.

The five kings are, the Yih-King, or
Book of Changes the Shi-King, or Book
of Songs the Shu-King, or Book of Annals; the Ch'un Ts'iu, or "Spring and
Autumn ;" and the Li-King, or Book of
Rites.
The fourth book was composed by
;

;

Confucius himself, while the first three are
supposed to have been compiled by him,
and the fifth by his disciples from his
teachings.

Dr. Legge, Prof of Chinese Classics at
Oxford, England, and Dr. Medhurst assert
that there are no authentic records in China
earlier than 1100 b. c, and no alphabetical
writing 1500 B. C.
The grandeur of the utterances and brilliancy of the intellectual productions of

—
KISLEY
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KRISHNA

and Mencius, as law-givers and
expounders of the sacred code of the Chinese, called The Five Kings, are much to
be admired, and are the trestle-board of

1767, by H. Sergeant, Without Temple Bar.
Dermott says Daniel Tadpole was the edi-

fiiUy 80,000,000 of the earth's population.
KisleT or ChlsleT. (iSoJ-) The
third month of the Hebrew civil year, and

The

Confttcius

corresponding with the months November
and December, beginning with the new
moon of the former.
Knewt-neb-s. The Egyptian goddess personifying the West, facing the East.

Knife aud Fork Degree. Those
Masons who take more delight in the re-

tor.

Kojiki.

(Booi of Ancient JVadifiong.)
oldest monument of Sintonism, the
ancient religion of Japan. It is written in
pure Japanese, and was composed by order
of the Mikado Gemmio, A. D. 712, and first
printed about 1625. The adherents of Sintonism number about 14,000,000.
Korah. Was the son of Izliar, unde
of Moses, and famed for beauty and wealth.
It is related that he refused to give alms,
as Moses had commanded, and brought a
villanous charge against Moses, who complained thereof to God the answer was that
the earth would obey whatever command
he should give; and Moses said, "O earth,
swallow them up;" tlien Korah and his
confederates were sinking into the ground,
when Korah pleaded formercy, which Moses
refused.
Then God said, '-'Moses, thou
hadst no mercy on Korah, though he asked
pardon of thee four times; but I would
have had compassion on him if he had
asked pardon of me but once." Al Bei-

freshments of the banquet than in the labors of the Lodge, and who admire Masonry only for its social aspect, are ironically
said to be "Members of the Knife and
Fork Degree."
The sarcasm was first uttered by Dermott, when he said in his Ahiman Rezon,
p. 36, speaking of the Moderns, that "it
was also thought expedient to abolish the
old custom of studying geometry in the
Lodge; and some of the young brethren
made it appear that a good knife and fork
in the hands of a dexterous brother, over ddwi.
proper materials, would give greater satisor AI Coran. (The BeadThe book of faith of the Mohammefaction and add more to the rotundity of ing.)
the Lodge than the best scale and compass dans, or of about one-eighth of the human
in Europe."
i-ace.
It is a single volume of 114 chapters
grade for- of very unequal length, written in Arabic,
Kniglit ETangelist-.
merly in the archives of the Lodge of "St. and containing the doctrines and pretended
Louis des Amis Reunis," at Calais.
revelations of Mohammed, "The Prophet,"
Knights of St. Jobn tlie Evan- whose followers number over 180,000,000.
;

Koran

A

gelist

of Asia in Enrope. Founded

at Schleswig

and Hamburg by Count of

Ecker aud EckhofTen, in 1786, out of his
Order of the "True Light," founded the
previous year.

Kniglits of tbe Trne I.ight.

A degree

founded by Count of Ecker and
Eckhofien, in 17S5.
Knocks, Three. When the Craft
were to be called to labor in old North
Germany, "the Master should give three
knocks, a Pallirer two, consecutively and
in case the Craft at large were imperatively
demanded, one blow must be struck, morning, midday, or at eventide."
(Ordnung
;

der Sleinmetzen, 1462, Art. 28.)
Fort, in
his Early History, etc., says, " three strokes

by a Master convened all the membei-s of
that degree; two strokes by the Pallirer
called the Fellows, and by a single blow
each member was assembled in Lodge. In
the opening and closing of Teutonic tribunals of justice, the judge carried a staff
or mace, as an emblem of jurisdiction, and
order was enjoined by a blow on the pedestal by the Arbiter."
Kenning mentions an exposition of Masonry, known as " Three Distinct Knocks,"
purporting to have been republished in

Kranse 11 annscript. A title sometimes given to the so-called

York Constitu-

a German translation of which was
published by Krause, in 1810, in his Kunsterkunden. See York Constitutions, in the
body of this work.
tions,

Krishna or Christna. One of the
Trimurti in the Hindu religious system.
The myth proceeds to state that Devanaguy, upon the appearance of Vishnu, fell
in a profound ecstasy, and having been
overshadowed (Sanskrit), the spirit was incarnated, and upon the birth of a child,
the Virgin and Son were conducted to a
sheepfold belonging to Nanda, on the confines of the territory of Madura. The newly
born was named Krishna (in Sanskrit, sacred).
The Rajah of Madura had been informed in a dream that this son of Devanaguy should dethrone and chastise him for
all his crimes; he therefore sought the certain destruction of the child, and ordained
the massacre, in all his states, of all the
children of the male sex born during the
night of the birth of Krishna. A troop of
soldiers reached the sheepfold of Nanda,
the lord of a small village on the banks of
the Ganges, and celebrated for his virtues.
The servants were about to arm in defence.
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when the

child, who was at his mother's
breast, suddenly grew to the appearance
and size of a child ten years of age, and
running, amused himself amidst the flock
The exploits of this wonder
of sheep.
child, his preaching the new or reformed
doctrine of India, his disciples and loved

his death, and tragic end, together with the
story of his revival after three days, and
ascension, are graphically told by many
authors, perhaps more brilliantly in La
Bible dans I'Inde, as translated into English by Louis Jacolliot.

companion Ardjouna, the parables, philo-

of Faith.

sophic teaching, the myth of his transfiguration, his ablutions in the Gauges before

of God.

Li.

(Heb.,S; Samaritan, 5^.)

The shape

of the twelfth English letter is borrowed
from that of the Oriental lornad, coinciding
with the Samaritan. The numerical value
in

L

Hebrew is thirty. The Roman numeral
Hebrew name of Deity, as an

is fifty.

Liramud, or Doctus.
also signifies a stimulus, gener-

equivalent,

is

This letter

hd"?,

ally female.

£iaanah.

(Heb.,

nvV) Wormwood,

a word used in the Order of Ishmael.
Liabady. A member of the G. Loge
de France, banished, in 1766, for alleged
libel.

An

exile to Blois, in Oct., 1767, for

permitting Masonic assemblies at his residence contrary to the orders of the government.
Liaboratory. The place where experiments in chemistry, pharmacy, etc.,
are performed; the workroom of the chemist.
An important apartment in the conferring of the degrees of the Society of
Bosicrucians.
Liabrum. From the Latin. A lip or
edge, as of a dish or font ; having reference
to the vase at the entrance of places of
worship for preliminary lustration.
place full of intricariabyrinth.
cies, with winding passages, as the EgypThat
tian, Samian, and Cretan labyrinths.
of the Egyptians was near Lake Moeris,
which contained twelve palaces under one
roof, and was of polished stone, with many
vaulted passages, and a court of 3000 chambers, half under the earth and half above
them. Pliny states it was 3600 years old
in his day. The labyuinth is symbolical
of the vicissitudes and anxieties of life, and
is thus metaphorically used in a number
of the degrees of various Eites. Sage of
the Labyrinth is the eighteenth grade. Kite
of Memphis, in the Order of 1860. Sage
Sublime of Labyrinth, the fifty-fifth grade
of the same organization. See Catacombs.

A

I<acep6de, B. G. £. de la Tille.

5Z

63

The Hindustani Confession

Kuliiia.

Knu.

A

Arabic

for Be, the creative fiat

French savant and

naturalist,

born in

President of the Legislative Assembly in 1791. Master of the Lodge
" De St. Napoleon " in 1805. An account
of his installation is recorded by Kloss.
1756,. died. 1825.

T^akak 1>eror Pessab.

im

(Hebrew,

npb.) The initials of these three
words are found on the symbol of the
Bridge in the Fifteenth Degree of the Scottish Rite, signifying liberty of passage and
liberty of thought. See Bridge, also Liber.
lianiaisin. The name of the religion
prevalent in Tibet and Mongolia. (Tibet,
Llama, pronounced lama, a chief or high
priest.)
Buddhism, corrupted by Sivaism,
an adoration of saints. At the summit of
its hierarchy are two Lama popes, having equal rank and authority in spiritual

nD3

and temporal

afiairs.

The Princess of.
Niece of Marie Antoinette, murdered in
1792 at Paris. The Grand Mistress of the
liamballe.

so-called

Mother Lodge of "La Magonne-

rie d' Adoption."

Iiamma

Sabactani. An expression used in the Masonic French Rite of
Adoption.

Ijamp, Knight of the Inextinguishable. A degree so designated by
Fustier and Thory.

liance. A weapon for thrusting at an
enemy, usually adorned with a small flag,
made of tough ash, weighted at one end,
and pointed

at the other.

Iianges,Savalette de. The Master
of " Les Amis E^unis," who aided in
founding the system of Philaletes in 1775.
liansdowne MS. This version of
the "Old Charges" is of very early date;
about the middle or latter half of the sixteenth century, as these "Free Masons Orders and Constitutions" are believed to
have been part of the collection made by
Lord Burghley (Sec. of State, temp. Edward
VL), who died A, D. 1598.

—
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Brother Gould, in his History (vol. i., p.
"'
MS. is contained on the
inner side of three sheets and a half of
61), says the

stout paper, eleven by fifteen inches, making in all seven folios, many of the principal words being in large letters of an ornamental character. Mr. Sims (MS. Department of the British Museum) does not
consider these Orders ' ever formed a roll,
though there are indications of the sheets
having been stitched together at the top,
and paper or vellum was used for additional protection.
It has evidently 'seen
'

It was published in Freemaaong'
Mag., February 24, 1858, and Hughan's
OU Charges (p. 31). The catalogue of the
Lansdowne MSS.
which consisted of
twelve hundred and forty-five volumes,
bought by Parliament, in 1807, for £4925
has the following note on the contents
of this document
No. 48. A very foolish
legendary account of the original of the
Order of Freemasonry
in the handwriting, it is said, of Sir Henry Ellis."
service.'

—

—

:

'

'

—

Liantnrelus, Ordre des. Instituted,
according to Clavel, in 1771 by the Marquis
de Croismare. Its purposes or objects are
not now understood.

lia Rocliefoucanit, Bayers, I<e
G. Master of the " Rite

Marquis de.

Ecossais Philosophique " in 1776.
of considerable note.

LESSER

ABDENDUM.

A Mason

Liasalle, Troubat de. One of the
founders of the Mother Lodge of the " Rite
Ecossais Philosophique."

also recognized as a degree in the Rite of
Strict Observance.
of. An order inliazarns.
stituted in Palestine, termed the " United

Order

St. Lazarus and of our Beloved
Lady of Mount Carmel." It was a mili-

Order of

tary order engaged against the Saracens,
by whom it was nearly destroyed. In 1150
the knights assumed the vows of Obedience,
Poverty, and Chastity, in the presence of
William the Patriarch. In 1572, Gregory
XII. united the Italian knights of the order
with that of St. Maurice. Vincent de Paul,
in 1617, founded a religious order, which
was approved in 1626, and erected into a
congregation in 1632, and so called from
the priory of St. Lazarus in Paris, which

was occupied by the order during the
French revolution.
The members are
called Priests of the Mission, and are employed in teaching and missionary labors.
liemierre, A. M. Born in 1733,

A

died in 1793.
writer of merit who belonged to the " Neuf Soeurs," and was
present at the reception of Voltaire.
The assumed name of
liCnning,
a learned German Mason, who resided at
Paris in 1817, where Krause speaks of him
as an estimable man and well-informed
Freemason.
He was the first projector
of the JUnoyclopadie der Freimaurerei, which
Findel justly calls " one of the most learned

C

and remarkable works in Masonic literature."
The manuscript coming into the
po&session of the Leipsic bookseller, Brock-

liateraii Councils. They were five haus, he engaged Friedrich Mossdorf to
in number, regarded as ecumenical, and edit it. He added so much to the origiwere held in the Church of St. John nal, revising and amplifying all the most
Lateran in Rome, in 1123, 1139, 1179, 1215, important articles and adding many new
and 1612.
ones, that Kloss catalogues it in his £ibLiatour d'Anvergne, I^e Prince liographie as the work of Mossdorf. The
de. President of the Mother Lodge of the Encyclopadie is in three volumes, of which
"Rite Ecossais Philosophique" in 1805, the first was published in 1822, the second
and member of the Grand Orient of France in 1825, and the third in 1828. A second
in 1814.
edition, under the title of Handbuch der
IiaTcr, Brazen. A large brazen ves- Preimaurerei, was published under the edisel for washing placed in the court of the torship of Schletter and Zille.
Mackey.
Jewish tabernacle, where the officiating
Lieontica. Ancientsacrificial festivals
priest cleansed his hands and feet, and as in honor of the sun
the officiating priests
well the entrails of victims. Constructed being termed Leontes.
by command of Moses (Exod. xxxviii. 8).
LiCO XII., Pope. Born in 1760, died
A similar vessel was symbolically used at in 1829. On the 12th of April, 1826, he
the entrance, in the modern French and issued the well-remembered bull, beginning
Scotch Rites, when conferring the Appren- "Quo graviora mala," against the Free;

tice

Degree.

It is used in

many of

the de-

masons.

'

tesser

grees of the latter Rite.

I<awfnl Information. See
ing, Mackey.
liaw, Sacred. The Sacred
ures, the Bible, the Great

VouchScript-

Light in Ma-

sonry.

A

society founded
liay Brotbers.
in the eleventh century, consisting of two
classes, who were skilled in architecture;

liiglits.

The custom

preva-

lent in some localities, of placing the burning tapers, or three symbolic lesser lights,
east, west, and south, near the altar, is sometimes changed so that these respective lights
are burning on the pedestals of the Master
and his two Wardens at their several stations.

In the old Teutonic mythology, and

^n accordance with mediteval court usage,

LEVIT

LUZ
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flaming lights or fires burned before each
column, similarly situated, on which rested
the image of Odin, Thor, and Frey. These
columns are further represented as Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, sustaining the
"Starry-decked Heaven," roof or ceiling
colored blue, with stars.
The Levite was the
Lievit, rker.
fourth grade of the Order of the Knights
of the True Light.
liiber.
fiberty. Of which the
eagle, in the Eose Croix degree, is symbolical.
Liberty of thought, speech, and
action, within the bounds of civil, political, and conscientious law, without license.
A book, and hence the word library, or
collection of books. It was also one of the
names of the god Bacchus. The freedom
which knowledge confers. Liber, the bark,
or inner rind of a tree, on which books
were originally written hence, leaves of a
book and leaves of a tree or, similarly in
Latin, folio of a book, the foliage of a tree.
Thus, the " tree of knowledge " becomes the
" book of wisdom ; " the " tree of life" becomes the " book of life."
See Lakak
Beror Fessah, Add., and Libertas, Mackey.
The Bridge mentioned in the Sixteenth
;

;
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The fabled wife of Adam, before he
married Eve, by whom he begat devils.
liily of tbe Valley. A side degree
in the Templar system of France.
I^ion, Cbevalier dn.
[Knight of
the Lion.)
The twentieth grade of the
third series of the Metropolitan Chapter of
France.

dren.

liloii

of tbe Tribe of Jiidab.

Mackey.
liiTred'Arcbitecture. The French

See Tribe ofJudah, Lion of the,

designation of the book of minutes.

A

IiiTre d'Eloquence.

French

expression for a collection of minutes of
addresses made in a Lodge.

liOkl. See Balder.
LiOuis iSfapoleon.
of the

Second Adjoint

Grand Master of the G. Orient of

France. Nominated, in 1806, king of Holland.
Louis Napoleon III. was widely

known as an interested Mason.
LiUdewig, H. E. An energetic Mason, born in 1810, in Germany; died in
1856, in America. By "powers from home"
this ardent brother attempted to set up an

ndependent authority to the existing Grand
in the United States
but,
like many such attempts, it flashed brilliantly for a season, but proved of ephemi

Lodge system

;

eral nature.

Liufton.

One

of the French terms for

Louveteau, or Lewis, which

Raymond.

I/Iilly,

%-mmm.
Degree, Scottish Rite, has the initials of
Liberty of Passage over its arches.
liibert^, Ordre de la. (Order of
Liberty.)
A French androgyn Order, instituted in Paris, 1744, and the precursor
"
of La Ma<;onnerie d' Adoption."

" liiberty,

nity."

Equality,

The motto

Frater-

of the French Free-

masons.

Mackey.

A

celebrated

chemist and philosopher, the seneschal of
Majorca, surnamed le docleur illuming. His
discoveries are most noted, such as the
mode of rectifying spirits, the refining of
silver, etc.
He was born about 1234. In
1276 he founded a college of Franciscans
at Palma, for instruction in Eastern lore,
and especially the study of the Arabic language, for which purpose he instituted several colleges between the years 1293 and
1311.

He

died in 1814.

He

is

known

an eminent Rosicrucian, and many

as
fables

as to his longevity are related of him.

liybic Cbain. The
grade of the Rite of Memphis;

Iiibyan,
Eighty-fifth
old style.

see,

or

I<niniere, I<a Grande. (The Grand

A grade in the collection of Brother

lAght. )

Viany.

Ucbt, Ritter von Wahren.
liUmiere, lia Vraie. (The True
Knight of the True Light, presumed to Light, or Perfect Mason.) Originally, achave been founded in Austria, in 1780, by cording to Thory, part of the system of the
Hans Heinrich Freiherr von Ecker and Royal York at Berlin.
Eckhofien.

It consisted of five grades.

Oder Eriencbtete.
The Enlightened.) A mystical sect establiichtsetaer,

{

lished at Schlettstadt by Kiiper Martin
Steinbach, in the sixteenth century. Mentioned in the " Handbuch," in 1566, by Pastor Reinhard Lutz. It delved in Scriptural
interpretation.
Ulis, or litlitta. In the popular belief of the Hebrews, a female spectre, in
elegant attire, who secretly destroys chil-

liUnns. An Egyptian deity, known as
Khons Lunus, and represented as hawkheaded, surmounted by the crescent and
disc. When appearing with the head of an
ibis, he is called Thoth-Lunus.
His worship was very extensive through ancient

Egypt, where he was known as Aah, who

and resurrecChampollion mentions in his Pan-

presides over rejuvenation
tion.

theon a

Lunus

I<nz.

An

bifrons.

ever-living power, according

'

;

LYOX
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Jewish rabbins, residing in a
small joint-bone existing at the base of the
to the old

ry.

We

making

take none too

much

liberty in

abstracts.

' Bro. D. Murray Lyon is, without doubt,
To this undying principle,
watered by the dew of heaven, is ascribed the foremost Masonic student of Scotland,
the immortality in man.
eitJier of this or any other period ; and the
''
K. Joshua Ben Hananiah replied to results of his continuous and arduous reHadrian, as to how man revived in the searches are to be found in all the books
world to come, 'From Lus, in the back- and periodicals of the Craft for the last
bone.' When asked to demonstrate this, twenty years, both at home and abroad.
he took Luz, a little bone out of the back- It is simply impossible to furnish anything
bone, and put it in water, and it was not like an accurate and complete list of his
steeped ; he put it in the fire, and it was many valuable contributions which have
not burned ; he brought it to the mill, and adorned Masonic magazines from tlie time
that could not grind it he laid it on the of his initiation in the Lodge Ayr, St. Paul,
an vU, and knocked it with a hammer, but the Xo. 204, Scotland, in 1S56. . . His chief
anvil was cleft, and the hammer broken." works have been the IRstory of the Mother
lijon, DaTid Mnrra j. While this Lodge KUicinning, Scotland, the History of
encyclopsedia is not intended as a biograph- the Old Lodge at ThomhiU, and, finally, the
ical sketch book, yet there are 3Iasons so Higtory of the AtuAent Lodge at Ediitbiirgh
prominent in its literattire, and enjoying (Mary's Chapel), from the sixteenth censo large a share of the affection of their tury. This grand work, a most massive
brethren, that some space is gladly ac- and splendid volume, has placed Bro. Lyon
corded to a well-spring of memory. Such in the front rank of Masonic authors. . .
is David Murray Lyon, of whom A. F. A.
Bro. Lyon enjoys the confidence and the
Woodford speaks none too highly in that esteem of the Craft in Europe and Amermost admirable work, known the world ica, and all delight to honor one so worthy^
over S3 Kenning's Cyclopaedia oj Freemason- in every sense, of their regard."

spinal colnmn.

'

;

'.

.

M.
M.

Mem), which

wa- ism," and the "Kabbalah," are especially
ter in motion, having for its hieroglyph commendable; in feet they, with numbers
a waving line, referring to the surface of of others, may be termed complete systemthe water. As a numeral,
stands for atic expositions.
Bro. Mackenzie "is an
1000. In Hebrew its numerical value is Honorary Member of the Canongate Kil40. The sacred name of Deity, applied winning Lod^e, No. 2, Scotland, and a
to this letter, is "l"13)Di Meborach, Bene- Magus, DC., in the modern Bosicrucian
(Heb., Q,

signifies

M

'

dictus.

Slackenzle,

system.

Keunetli Ro H.

Cryptonymus.") Editor of The Royal
Masonic Oyclopmdia of History, Rites, Symbolism, and Biography, containing upwards
of 3000 subjects, together with numerous
original archaeological articles on topics
never before treated in any similar work
published in London by Bro. John Hogg,
Paternoster Row.
This admirable and
standard work of nearly 800 pages, octavo,
is replete with that useful information so
necessary to the neophyte or the student in
Masonry. The thorough examination of
the work incident to this present compilation has further convinced the writer of its
extreme value. The liberty of quoting at
times direct from The Royal Masonic Oyctopcedia is hereby acknowledged, as is further
mentioned in treating on various subjects
("

herein.

The

treatises

Sla^on. The liberty is herein taken
of giving from Rev. A. F." A. Woodford, editor of Kennirig's Q/elopeedia, London, Eng.,
the derivation of this word, thus: "The
Norman-French word for mason
as the'
operative mason in early days was called
le macon,' and tliis was corrupted into
maccon, maccouyn, niasoun, masouyn, messouyn, and even mageon. The word seems
to come from 'maqonner,' which had both
its operative meaning and derivative meaning of conspiring, in 1238, and which again
comes from ' mansio,' a word of classic use.
Some writers have derived the word ' ma(;on
'

'

—

'

from maison; but though 'maisonner' and
ma<;onner appear eventually to be equivalent to

'mansionem

facere,'

in

its

first

meaning, 'maison' seems to be simply a,
wooden house, as 'maisonage' is defined'
"
on Eosicrucian- by Roquefort to be 'Boia de charpente

—

s'

MAgON

MAGI

ADDENDUM.

997

propre k batir

les maisons,' and then he
adds, 'C'est aussi Taction de batir.' Roquefort seems to prefer to derive maisonner

had later search, states that the earliest
was Der Freymaurer, published in 1738,
by Bernhard Christoph Breitkopf, at Leipfrom the Low Latin verb mansion are.' sic, of which he has a copy, and was folBe this as it may, we have in the word lowed in 1742 hy Der bedachtige Freimaurer,
maqon, as it appears to us, a clear evi- Hamburg, by Tr. Fr.Tentzel, 1742. In 1743
dence of the development of the operative the Aufmerksame Freimaurer appeared at
guilds through the Norman- French artifi- Gorlitz, and subsequently several others,
cers of the Conquest,who carried the opera- purely Masonic, all mentioned by Kloss.
tive guilds, as it were,, back to Latin ter- Many new Masonic journals, also, beginminology, and to a Roman origin." See ning with the JSfeue europaische Fama, in
Mason, Mackey.
1737, and Des europaische Staas Secretdr, in
'

'

Sfa^on dans la Yoie Droite.
Manon

in the Right

(

The

1740, contained articles relating to Free-

The second masonry.

Way.)

In England the first Masonic
magazine was of 1793. Although we had
no English Masonic journal to boast of,

grade of the system of Avignon.
Ma^oii
Secret. ( The Mason of
the Secret.)
The sixth grade of the reformed rite of Baron Tschoudy, and the
seventh in the reformed rite of St. Martin.

du

many

—Thoky.

Ma^on, Ecossais, Maitre.

See

Mackey.
Maitresse. Third

grade

Mason,

Scottish Master,

Ma^onne

of the Ma(;onnerie

d' Adoption.

lla^onuerie Rou^e.
masonry.),

[Red Free-

The designation of the

four

high grades of the French Rite. Bazot
says that the name comes from the color

worn

in the fourth grade.

,

haps, of the character of a club. Kenning'
Oydopasdia says " there were about nineteen
of these associations in the principal towns
of Holland in 1860."

" Macoy's Cyclopedia." "A Genand Dictionary
of Freemasonry," containing some 300 engravings, by Robert Macoy, 33°, published
in New York, which has passed through
a number of editions. It was originally
founded on
Dictionary of Symbolical
Masonry, by George Oliver, D.D.
Bro.
Macoy has occupied the prominent position of Deputy G. Master of the G. Lodge
of New York, and is, and has been for a
series of years, the G. Recorder of the
State G. Commandery of the Order of the
Temple, K. T.
eral History, Cyclopedia,

A

Macrocosm.

{fiaKpnc Knajin^, the great

The visible system of worlds; the
outer world or universe. It is opposed to
Microcosm, the little world, as in man. It
hasbeen used as the Macric soul in opposition to the Micric animal life, and as the
soul of the universe as opposed to the soul
subject of
of a single world or being.
much note to the Rosicrucians in the study
of the Mysterium Magnum.
Magazine. Mackey says the earliest
Masonic magazine was the Freimaurer Zeitung,. issued in Berlin in 1783, but the Rev.
Bro. AVoodford, of London, Eng., who has
world.)

A

London papers alluded

to

be discovered. The first official calendar,
as we have said before, in England was
1777.
In France the first official journal
seems to have been Ftat du Orand Orient
de France, in 1778
while the Etrennes
Intiressantes were published in 1797. There
is, however, in the St. James' Evening Fast,
dated from Paris, January 2, 1738, reprinted
;

Ma^oiiiiieke Societeiten. Dutch what
Masonic Clubs, somewhat like unto the English Lodges of Instruction, with more, per-

of the

Freemasonry, such as the St. James' Evening Post, quoted lately by Bro.W. J. Hughan,
so early, too, as 1734; and probably later
"excerpta" relating to Freemasonry may

is

the Paris

letter, first

published,

we

believe, in the so-called Secrets of Masonry,
by S. P., London, 1737, as Bro. Hughan
points out, and which is also dated Paris,
January 13, 1737.
far this is orig-

How

inal or fictitious is not now very easy
to say.
On this subject, Bro. AVoodford
pays a handsome compliment to the American literary Masons in these words, which
ought never, it
we heartily endorse "
appears to us, to forget the great debt of
gratitude which Masonic students owe to
many admirable Masonic magazines in the
United States, which had not the success
they deserved, though many have flourished and are still to the fore, and to their
accomplished editors. Among these may
be fairly mentioned C. W. Moore, Dr. A.
G. Mackey, Bros. Hynemann, Brown, Morris, Bailey, Gouley, C. Moore, cum mtiliis
designate specially two now
aliis."
ITie
at the meridian of literary genius
Voice of Masonry, by John W. Brown, of
Chicago, editor and publisher, and The
Freemason's Rffpository, now in its 13th
volume, edited by Henry W. Rugg, of
:

We

We

Providence, R.

I.

Magi, Tlie Three.
men

The "Wise

of the East " who came to Jerusalem,
bringing gifts to the infant Jesus. The
traditional names of the three are Melchior,
an old man, with a long beard, offering
gold Jasper, a beardless youth, who offers
frankincense; Balthazar, a black or Moor,
with a large spreading beard, who tenders
;

——

—

—

:
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myrrh.
The patron saints of travellers.
"Tradition fixed their number at three,
probably in allusion to the three races
springing ftom the sons of Noah. The
Empress Helena caused their corpses to be
transported to Milan from Constantinople.
Frederick Barbarossa carried them to Cologne, the place of their special glory as
the Three Kings of Cologne." Yonge.

Magi

is

the

title

MAN
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of the three principal

This figure

is

Ether, or Heaven,
Air,

Fire,

offi-

Water.

cers ruling the society of the Rosicrucians.

Magna
bit.

est Teritas et prtevale-

The truth

(

is great,

and

it

will prevail.)

The motto of the Red Cross
Knights of the Red Cross.

degree, or

Earth.

Magnan, B. P. A marshal of France,
nominated by Napoleon

III.,

emperor, as

Grand Master of the Grand Orient of
France, in 1862, and, though not a member
of the great fraternity at the time, was initiated and installed Grand Master, February
8,

1862,

and so remained

Maiiabharata.

until

May 29, 1865.

A

Sanskrit poem,
recounting the rivalries of the descendants
of King Bharata, and occupying a place
among the Shasters of the Hindus. It contains many thousand verses, written at
various unknown periods since the completion of the Ramavana.
The great god.") One
of the common names by which the Hindu
god Siva is called. His consort, DurgS., is
similarly styled Mahadevi (the great goddess).
In Buddhistic history, Mahadeva,
who lived two hundred years after the death
of the Buddha Sakyamuni, or 343, is a renowned teacher who caused a schism in the
Buddhistic Church.

MahadCTa/C

Mabakasyapa.
ciple of

The renowned disBuddha Sakyamuni, who arranged

the metaphysical portion of the sacred
writings called Abhidharma.
MaScoIiU III. (King of Scotland.)
Reported to have chartered the Lodge " St.
John of Gla.sgow " in the year 1057.
or Perfected Creation. The

Man,

symbol representingper/ecterf creation, which
is " very common on ancient Hindu monuments in China," embraces so many of
the Masonic emblems, and so directly reelementary principles
taught in philosophic Masonry, that it is
here introduced with its explanations. Forlong, in his Faiths of Man, gives this arfers to several of the

rangement

:

A—is the Earth, or foundation on which

all build.

Wa — Water,

densed

Ra
Ka

fire

and

as in
ether.

an egg, or as con-

Air, or

wind

— Juno, or /o ni

;

a con-

densed element.

Cha

Ether, or Heaven,

As these symbols are readily interpretable by those conversant with Masonic hieroglyphs, it may be seen that the elements,
in their ascending scale, show the perfected
creation. Forlong remarks that " as it was
difficult to show the All-pervading Ether,
Egypt, for this purpose, surrounded her
figures with a powder of stars instead of
flame, which on Indra's garments were Yonis.
This figure gradually developed, becoming in time a very concrete man, standing on two legs instead of a square base,
the horns of the crescent (Air), being outstretched, formed the arms, and the refulgent Flame the head, which, with the
Greeks and Romans, represented the sun,
or /ire, and gives Light to all. To this
being, it was claimed, there were given
seven senses; and thus, perfect and erect,
stood Man, rising above the animal state."
The seven senses were seeing, hearing,
tasting, feeling, smelling, understanding,
and speech. See Ecclesiasticus xvii. 5
"The Lord created man, and they received the use of the five operations of the
:

Lord and in thesixth placehe imparted (to)
;

themMnrfe»-stanrfjnj7,andintheseventh speecA,
an interpreter of the cogitations thereof."
The words " seven senses " also occur in
the poem of Taliesin, called "
Bid Mawr,
or the Macrocosm " (Brit. Mag., vol. 21,p.30).
"
See further the Mysterium Magnum " of
Jacob Boehmen, which teaches " how the
soul of man, or his inward holy body,"

Y

was compounded of the seven properties
under the influence of the seven planets
" I will adore my Father,
My God, my Supporter,

Who placed, throughout my head,
The soul of my reason.

the

cosmical

my

And made

My seven

Fire, or the elements in motion.

Former.

frequently found in India

for
perception
faculties

Or Fire, and Earth, and Water, and

And
And
As

mist,

and

flowers,

the southerly wind.
it were seven senses of reason

For

my

Father to impel me:

With the

first

I shall be animated,

Air,

:

:

MANGO
With
With
With
With
With
With
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the second I shall touch,
the third I shall cry out,
the fourth I shall taste,
the fifth I shall see.
the sixth I shall hear,
the seventh I shall smell."
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dence of the other Lodges in the Masonic
procession, at the laying of the foundation-

stone of Nelson's monument on 'Glasgow
Green,' although at that time it was an
independent organization." The controversy as to this old (?) document was live-

Mango.

The branches of this tree are
a prominent feature in all Eastern religious
ceremonies. The mango is the apple-tree
of India, with which man, iu Indian tale,

ly,

tempted Eve.

Krause, known as Prince Edwin's Constitution of 926.
Upon this unquestioned reliance had for decades been placed, then it
came to be doubted, and is now little credited by inquiring Masons. Bro. Gould closes
his recital of criticisms with the remark
"The original document, as commonly happens in forgeries of this description, is missing ; and how, under all the circumstances
of the case, Krause could have constituted
himself the champion of its authenticity, it
is diflScult to conjecture. Possibly, however,
the explanation may be, that in impostures
of this character, credulity, on the one part,
is a strong temptation to deceit on the other,
especially to deceit of which no personal
injury is the consequence, and which flatters the student of old documents with his

Manicliseans..

(Also termed Gnostics.)
sect taking its rise in the middle
of the third century, whose belief was in
two eternal principles of good and evil.
They derived their name from Manes, a
philosopher of Persian birth, sometimes
called Manichaeus.
Of the two principles,
Ormudz was the author of the good, while
Ahriman was the master spirit of evil.
The two classes of neophytes were, the
true, siddi hu,n; the listeners, samma un.

A

A

seManieliiens, lies Freres.
cret Italian society, founded, according to

Thory and Clavel, in the eighteenth century, at which the doctrines of Manes were
set forth in several grades.

Mann, Der. The Man, the second
grade of the " Deutsche Union."
Mann. By reference to the Book of
the Dead, it will be found that this word
covers an ideal space corresponding to the
word west,
setting sun.

in

whose bosom

is

received the

but finally it was pronounced to be a
manufactured parchment, and the Grand

Lodge of Scotland declined to recognize
it of value.
The fourth MS. is that of

own

These remarks are spequoted as relating to almost all apocryphal documents. The fifth, the Charter
of Cologne, is the 37th manuscript mentioned in Dr. Mackey's schedule (see p.
ingenuity."

cially

634, also p. 173), and was believed by
to be of no authentic value.
Bro.

Also see Truth.

Mannscripte, Apocryphal. Hav- him
ing great reliance on the critical ability
and the excellent judgment of Bro. Robert
Freke Gould, of England, it is well to quote
the result of his examination of certain
manuscripts that have been accepted by
many in the past as without question. By
reference to page 634, ante, of this work, a
schedule of 37 manuscripts will be found.
No. 36 is the Leland-Locke Manuscript, of
1753.
It is the firat of six documents falling within the category of apocryplial
MSS. mentioned by Bro. Gould. It was
also deemed apocryphal by Dr. Mackev.
(See Leland MS.) Bro. Gould says: "It
remains to be noticed, that among the
Masonic annalists of our own day, there
yet lingers a solitary believer in the credibility of this MS ," and then quotes Bro.
Fort. The second is The Steinmetz Catechism, or the Entered Apprentice's Lecture
an eighteenth century one of the Krause
manuscripts Dr. Mackey's No. 34. The
argument is full as to the non-authenticity
of the document, and reference should be
had to Bro. Gould's History, pp. 489-92.
Tlie third is the Malcolm Canmore Charter,
wliich came to light in 1806, consequent
upon the '' claim of the Glasgow Freemen
Operative St. John's Lodge to take prece-

—

—

—

'

'

Gould

Bobrik and Dr. Schwetschke
and decisive examiners who
have pronounced against the genuineness
of the MS.
The sixth, the Larmenius
as

cites

careful

Charter, or the Charter of Transmission, is

"upon which rests the claims of the
Order of the Temple to being the lineal successors of the historic Knights Templars,
which was not published until between
1804 and 1810, and its earlier history, if
indeed it has one, is so tainted with imposture, as to remove any possibility of un-

that

ravelling the tangled web of falsehood in
which the whole question is enveloped."
The argument following is voluminous, and

Bro. Gould's History should be consulted.
Manuscripts, Old. As a matter of
the first importance to students of the origin and history of Freemasonry, there is
herein given, in sequeuce of age, the old
records or MSS., so far as they have been
they all relate
unearthed and classified
to the old charges of British Freemasons.
The following synoptical list is made up
from Bro. Robert Freke Gould's History,
vol. i., p. 60-106.
1. " Halliwell," fourteenth century. Brit.
Museum (Bib. Reg. 17 1). Early History
of Freemasonry in England, by J. O. Halli;

A
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London, 1840, etc. MS.
on Yellum 5x4 inches, bound in Russia,
having thereon G. B. 11, 1757, and the royal
arms. Mr. Halliwell (Phillips) states, "this
is the earliest document yet brought to light
connected with the progress of Freemasonry in Great Britain." Oasley ascribes it to
the fourteenth century, and Kloss as between 1427 and 1445.
2. "Cooke," fifteenth century. Brit. Museum (AddL MSS. 23,198). PnbUshed in
London, 1861, and edited by Mr. Matthew
Cooke, hence its title. Mr. Bond's estimate
well, Esq., F. R. S.,

early fifteenth century.
(See Cooke's
MSiS., by Mackey.) Wooden cover, vellum
sheets connected with twine, size of No. 1.
B.
3. "Lansdowne," sixteenth century.

is

Museum (No. 98, art. 43).
W. James Hughan, in his

MAECJONIS
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Published by
Old Charges, p.

Written

Published in Masonic Sketches.
on six leaves, 5x4 inches.

15. "Buchanan," seventeenth century.
Freemasons^ Hall, London. Published in
parchment roll ; 1660
Crould's Eislory.

A

to 1680.
16. " Kilwinning," seventeenth century.

"Mother Kilwinning Lodge," Scotland.
Hughan's Masonic Sketches (Part IL).
17. "Atcheson Haven," 1666. G. Lodge
of Scotland.
18.

"Aberdeen," 1670.

Ancient Lodge

at Aberdeen.
19. " Melrose,

No. 2," 1674.

Old Lodge

at Melrose, Scotland.
20. "Hope," seventeenth century. Lodge
of " Hope," Bradford, Yorkshire.
21. " York, No. 5," seventeenth century.

"York "Lodge, at York.
Mr. Bond places the date at 1600,
22. " York, No. 6," seventeenth century.
others earlier. The ilS. is on the inner The "York "Lodge.
sides of 3 J sheets stout paper 11 x 15 inches,
%^. "Antiquity," 1686.
Lodge of Anmaking seven folios.
tiquity, London.
24. "Supreme ConncU, No. 1," 1686. 33
4. "Grand Lodge," 1583.
G. Lodge of
England. First published by Hughan in Golden Square, London.
Old Charges.
A parchment roll 9 feet 26. " York, No. 4," 1693. The " York "
31.

long, 5 inches wide.

Date, Dec. 25, 1583.
" York, No. 1," seventeenth century.
The York Lodge, No. 236, York.
parchment roll, 7 feet by 5 inches, containing the
constitutions of Masonry.
6 and 7. " Wilson, Nos. 1 and 2," seventeenth century. Thirlestane House, Cheltenham. Published in Masonic Magazine,
1876. The MSS. are on vellum, and by
Rev. A. F. A. Woodford deemed to be of
sixteenth century.
Rev. A. F. A.
8. " Inigo Jones," 1607.
5.

A

Published in Masonic MagaA folio MS., with ornamented title and drawing.
9. " Wood," 1610.
Rev. A. F. A. Woodford. Published in Masonic Magazine, June,
1881. On vellum, with illuminated letters
scattered throughout. Like No. 8, it refers
to the old " Constitutions of Masonrye."

Woodford.
zine,

July, 1881.

Lodge
"Alnwick," 1701. Alnwick.
"York, No. 2," 1704. The "York"
Lodge.
G. Lodge of
28. " Scarborough," 1705.
Canada.
29. "Papworth," 1714.
Wyatt Papworth, London.
30. " Gateshead," 1730.
Lodge of "Industry," Gateshead.
31. "Rawlinson," 1730.
Bodleian Library, Oxford.
31 A. "Harris," 1738. (John Constable)
London.
26.
27.

Late Trakscripts of the Old Charges.
32. "Spencer," 1726.
cinnati, Ohio.
33. Woodford, 1723.
ford,

E. T. Carson, Cin-

A. F. A.

Wood-

London.

"York, No. 3," 1630.
At York,
34. "Supreme Council, No. 2," 1728.
A parchment roll of " Charges on 33 Golden Square, London.
Masonry."
35. " Melrose, No. 3," 1762.
Old Lodge
10.

1779.

" Harleian, 1942," seventeenth cenB. Museum. Published in part in
Freemasons' Quarterly Review, 1836, also in
Hughan's Old Charges. The MS. contains
" The New Articles." Of age, early seventeenth century.
12. "Harleian, 2054," seventeenth century. B. Museum.
"A book in folio, containing many tracts, etc.," written on four
leaves of paper, containing six and a half
11.

tury.

p^es.
"Sloane, 3848," 1646.
Published in Old Charges.
13.

B.

Museum.

Written on

paper.
14.

" Sloane, 3323," 1659.

B.

Museum.

36.

"Tunnah"

(1720 or other).

W.

J.

Hughan, Truro.
37. "

Wren

" (1600 or other).

A. F. A.

Woodford, London.

Marconis, Gabriel lHathieii,
more frequently known as De Negre, from
his dark complexion, was the founder and
first G. Master and G. Hierophaut of the
Rite of Memphis, brought by Sam'l Honis,
a native of Cairo, from Egypt, in 1814, who
with Baron Dumas and the Marqiiis de
la Rogue, founded a Lodge of the Rite at
Montauban, France, on April 30, 1815,
which was closed March 7, 1816. In a
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work entitled The Sanctuary of Memphis, crated depositary of the traditions of this
by Jacques Etienne Marconis, the author Sublime Order."
presumptively the son of G. M. Marconis
The above is enough to reveal the charwho styles himself the founder of the Rite acter of the father and reputed son for
of Memphis, thus briefly gives an account truth, as also of the institution founded by
of its origin " The Rite of Memphis, or them, which, like the fire-fly, is seen now
Oriental Rite, was introduced into Europe here, now there, but with no steady beneby Ormus, a seraphic priest of Alexandria ficial light. Also, see Memphis, Mackey.
and Egyptian sage, who had been convertMarconis, Jacques Etienne.
ed by St. Mark, and reformed the doctrines Born at Montauban, January 3, 1796; died
of the Egyptians in accordance with the at Paris, November 21, 1868. See Memphis,

—
—

:

Mackey.

principles of Christianity. The disciples
of Ormus continued until 1118 to be the
sole guardians of ancient Egyptian wisdom, as purified by Christianity and Solomonian science. This science they com-

Bite

municated to the Templars. They were
then known by the title of Knights of
Palestine, or Brethren Rose Croix of the
East. In them the Rite of Memphis recognizes its immediate founders."
The above, coming from the G. Hierophant and founder, should satisfy the most

cosmogonic struggle.

scrupulous as to the conversion of Ormus
St. Mark, and his then introducing the
Memphis Rite. But Marconis continues
as to the object and intention of his Rite:
" The Masonic Rite of Memphis is a combination of the ancient mysteries ; it taught
the first men to render homage to the Deity.
Its dogmas are based on the principles of
humanity its mission is the study of that
wisdom which serves to discern truth it is
the beneficent dawn of the development of
reason and intelligence it is the worship
of the qualities of the human heart and
the impression of its vices
in fine, it is
the echo of religious toleration, the union
of all belief, the bond between all men, the
symbol of sweet illusions of hope, preaching the faith in God that saves, and the
charity that blesses."
are further told by the Hierophant
founder that " The Rite of Memphis is the
sole depository of High Masonry, the true
primitive Rite, the Rite par excellence,
which has come down to us without any
alteration, and is consequently the only
Rite that can justify its origin and the
combined exercise of its rights by constitutions, the authenticity of which cannot
be questioned.
The Rite of Memphis,
or Oriental Rite, is the veritable Masonic
tree, and all systems, whatsoever they be,
are but detached branches of this institution, venerable for its great antiquity, and
born in Egypt. The real deposit of the
principles of Masonry, written in the Chaldee language, is preserved in the sacred ark
of the Rite of Memphis, and in part in the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, at Edinburgh,
and in the Maronite Convent on Mount
Lebanon." " Brother Marconis de Negre,
the Grand Hierophant, is the sole conse-

by

;

;

;

;

We

6A

of,

Mardnk. A

victorious warrior-god,
described on one of the Assyrian clay tablets of the British Museum, who was said
to have engaged the monster Tiamat in a

He was armed

with

a namzar (grappling-hook),ariktu (lance),
shibbu (lasso), qashtu (bow), zizpau (club),
and kabab (shield), together with a dirk in
each hand.
Maria Theresa. Empress of Austria, who showed great hostility to Free-

masonry, presumably from religious leanadvisers.
Her husband was
elected Emperor of Germany in
1745.
was a zealous Mason, and had
been initiated at the Hague in 1731, at a
Special Lodge, at which Lord Chesterfield
and Dr. Desaguliers were present. He was
raised at Houghton Hall, the same year,
while on a visit to England. He assisted
to found the Lodge " Drei Kanonen," at
Vienna, constituted in 1742. During the
forty years' reign of Maria Theresa, Freemasonry was tolerated in Vienna doubtless
through the intercession of the Emperor.
It is stated in the Pocket Companion of
1754, one hundred grenadiers were sent to
break up the Lodge, taking twelve prison-

ings

and

Francis

I.,

He

the Emperor escaping by a back stairHe answered for and freed the twelve
prisoners.
His son. Emperor Joseph, inherited good-will to Masonry. He was G.
Master of the Viennese Masons at the time
of his death.
Martinisni. See Rite des Elus Coens.
Masoney. Used in the Strassburg
Constitutions, and other German works of
the Middle Ages, as equivalent to the modern Masonry. Kloss translates it by Masonhood. Lessing derives it from ma^a, AngloSaxon, a table, and says it means a Society
of the Table. Nicolai deduces it from the
low Latin massonya, which means both a
club and a key, and says it means an excluers,

case.

and so, he thinks, we
get our word Masonry. Krause traces it to
mas, mase, food or a banquet. It is a pity
to attack these speculations, but we are inclined to look at Masoney as simply a corruption of the English Masonrie.
sive society or club,

Masonic Colors. The colors appropriated by the Fraternity are many, and
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even shades of the same color. The principal ones are blue, to the Craft degrees;

cussed here. It holds a valued position for
instruction in the Society of the Rosicrucians, who hold that matter is subject to
change, transformation, and apparent dissolution ; but, in obedience to God's great
laws of economy, nothing is lost, but is

Royal Arch
white and
Order of the Temple while
all colors are used in the respective degrees
of the A. A. Scottish Rite: notably, the
nine-colored girdle, intertwined with a simply transferred.
tenth, worn in the Fourteenth Degree of
Manrer. German for Mason, as Mauthe last-named system.
rerei is for Masonry, and Freimaurer for
Masonic Liiterature. See Litera- Freemason.
ture of Masonry, Mackey.
Manrer, Griis. A German Masonic
Masons,
of. One of the operative expression, divided by some into
Livery Companies of London, but not one Gruss Maurer, Wort Maurer, Schrift Mauof the twelve great ones. It had a co:it-of- rer, and Brieftrager ^that is, those who
arnis granted in 1464, confirmed by Thomas claimed aid and recognition through signs
Benett in 1521. It is doubtful, somewhat, and proving, and those who carried written
when this Company was actually incorpo- documents.
rated by Royal Charter. Ashmole dwells
Mant. The consort of the god Amon,
somewhat upon this. He calls himself the usually crowned with a pschent or double
" Senior Fellow " among them, but proba- diadem, emblem of the sovereignty of the
Sometimes a vulture, the
bly means that he was the oldest Freema- two regions.
son among those present. Whether Ash- symbol of maternity, of heaven, and
mole was admitted to what we call the knowledge of the future, shows its head
Second Degree is at present impossible to on the forehead of the goddess, its wings
Horapollo says
state; but the Rev. Bro. Woodford says: forming the head-dress.
"Though following the evidence of the the vulture designates viatemal love beScottish Minute Books as far as they are cause it feeds its young with its own blood;
decisive on the subject as we have, so far, and, accordingtoPliny,it represents heaven
no available English evidence of that date because no one can reach its nest, built on
we should be inclined to say Fellow of the highest rocks, and, therefore, that it is
Craft." "Fellows" appears to be indiffer- begotten of the winds. Maut is clothed in
ently used. The accepted "Fellows" seem a long, close-fitting robe, and holds in her
to have been nine in number. There were hand the sacred Anch, or sign of life.
evidently two associations, the one being
Maximilian, Joseph I. King of
the " Masons' or Freemasons' Company," Bavaria, who, becoming incensed against
"
the other the Society of Freemasons," to the Fraternity, issued edicts against Freewhich Robert Padgett Clerk belonged, who masons in 1799 and 1804, which he retranscribed the Antiquity MSS. in 1686.
newed in 1814.

purple, to

the

;

black, to the

;

Company

—

—

—

Masons, £niperor of

any

Mecklenburg. Masonry was introduced here in 1754, but not firmly rooted
until 1799. There are two Provincial G.
Lodges, with 13 Lodges and 1250 Breth-

who

ren.

all the.

A degree in the collection of Fustier.
Masora. A Hebrew work on
Bible, intended to secure it from
alterations or innovations.
Those

the

composed it were termed Masorites, who
Medals. No Masonic medal appears
taught from tradition, and who invented to have been found earlier than that of
the Hebrew points. They were also known 1733, commemorative of a Lodge being
as Melchites.
established at Florence, by Lord Charles
Massena, Andre. Duke of Rivoli, Sackville. The Lodge appears not to have
Prince of Essling, and a Marshal of France, been founded by regular authority; but,
born at Nice in 1758. Early in the French however that may be, the event was comRevolution he joined a battalion of volun- memorated by a medal, a copy of which
teers, and soon rose to high military rank. exists in the collection in possession of the
He was a prominent grand officer of the Lodge "Minerva of the Three Palms," at
French Grand Orient. He was designated Leipsic. The obverse contain^ a bust repby Napoleon, his master, as the Robber, in resentation of Lord Sackville, with the
consequence of his

being so extortion-

ate.

Mattaoc. (Amiahility, g\oeetness.) The
name of the Third Step of the Mystic Ladder of the Kadosh of the A. A. Scottish
Rite.

A

subject deemed of imporMatter.
tant study to the alchemical and hermetical devotee.
The subject will not be dis-

—

inscription
"Carolvs Sackville, Magister,
Fl." The reverse represents Harpocrates in
the attitude of silence, leaning upon a
broken column, and holding in his left
arm the cornucopia filled with rich fruits,
also the implements of Masonry, with a
thyrsus, stuff, and serpent resting upon the
fore and back ground.

The minimum

of charity found

among

MEGACOSM
Mark Masters
narius),

is

the

Roman penny

weighing 60 grains
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silver,

[de-

worth

Meister.

German

for

1003
Master

;

in

French, Maitre; in Dutch, Meester; in
Swedish, Ma.star; in Italian, Maestro; in
Portuguese, Mestre. The old French word
appears to have been Meistrier. In old
French operative laws, Le Mestre was frequently used.
Memphis.
See Marconis Gabriel
Mathieu.

Mer-Slier.
THE PENNY OF THE MAEK MASTER.

The above was struck at
Tiberius, a.d. 18. The portrait is " Tiberius ;" the reverse, the " Goddess Clemency."
The inscription reads:
"Tiberius Caesar Augustus, the son of the
Deified Augustus, the High Priest."
Two medals, weighing 120 grains each,
of silver, about thirty cents, were struck ofl"
at Jerusalem, under Simon Maccabee, the
Jewish ruler, B. c. 138, 139. They are the
oldest money coined by the Jews. The devices are the brazen laver that stood before
the Temple, and three lilies springing from
one stem. The inscriptions, translated from
the Hebrew of the oldest style, says, " Halffifteen cents.

Rome, under

shekel Jerusalem the Holy."
Bro. Robt. Morris and Bro. Coleman, in
their Calendar, furnish much valuable information on this subject.
;

The space

in

which the

sun moves, as an Egyptian personification,
signifying the habitation of Horus.
Merzdorf, J. 1. T. A learned German Mason, born in 1812. Initiated in
Apollo Lodge, at Leipsic, in 1834. He
resuscitated the Lodge "Zum goldenen
Hirsch," Oldenburg, and was for years
Deputy Master. He published Die Symbole, etc.,

Leipsic, 1836,

and

later several

other works.

Meshia, Mesliiane. Corresponding to Adam and Eve, in accordance with
Persian cosmogony.
Metusael. The name given to the
Hebrew quarryman, who is represented in
some legends as one of the assassins. Fanor and Araru being the other two.
MezTllza. The third fundamental principle of Judaism, or the sign upon the doorpost.
The precept is founded upon the

command, ''And thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy
gates" (Deut. vi. 4-9; xi. 13-21). The
door-posts must be those of a dwelling;
synagogues are excluded.
The Karaite Jews affix
31 ezuzas to synagogues, and
not to private houses. The
,

Mezuza

constructed as
the two abovementioned
portions
of
Scripture are written on
ruled
vellum
prepared
according to Rabbinical
rules, then rolled and fitted
into a metallic tube. The
word Shaddai (Almighty)
is written on the outside of
the roll, and can be read,
when in the tube, through
a slot.
The Mezuza is
then nailed at each end on
the right-hand door-post,
while the following prayer
is being
said : " Ble.ssed
is

follows:

THE JEWISH HALF SHEKEL OF SILVEK

(T^VO SPECI-

MENS).

Megacosm. An

intermediate world,
but not equal to the Macrocosm, and
yet greater than the Microcosm, or little

great,

world, man.

Meben. An

Egyptian mythological
whose body repre-

serpent, the winding of

sented the tortuous course of the sun in
the nocturnal regions.
The serpentine
course taken when travelling through darkness.
The direction metaphorically represented by the initiate in his first symbolic
journey as Practicus in the Society of the
Rosicruciaiis.

mehoiir. Space, the name given to
the feminine principle of the deity by the
Egyptians.

O Lord our God
King of the Universe, who
hath sanctified us with His
laws, and commanded us
to fix the Mezuza." Under
the word Shaddai some
art thou,

!

i||Ji

""'

B|l,/i-^

ill

Jews write the three annames Coozu, Bemuchsaz, Coozu. To
these some pray for success in business.

gelic

MILLIN
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was profanation to touch it. It was gathand tlie Mezuza in ered with ceremony, and then consecrated,
" Whosoever has the when it was reputed to possess every sanatlie following terms
phylacteries bound to his head and arm, tive virtue, and denominated " All Heal."
and the fringes thrown over his garments,
Mitchell, Jaiues W. S. A JIasonic
and the Mezuza fixed on his door-post, is writer and journalist, was born in the State
safe from sin
for these are excellent me- of Kentucky, in the year 1800.
He was
morials, and the angels secure him from initiated into Masonry in Owen Lodge, at
sin; as it is written, 'The angel of the PortWilliam, now CarroUton, Kentucky, in
Lord encamped round about them that the year 1821. He subsequently removed
fear Him, and delivereth them " (Ps. to the State of Missouri, where he took a
xxxiv. 7).
prominent position in the Ma.sonic fraterMilliii de Grand Maison, A. Ii. nity, and held the offices of Grand Master of
Born, 1759; died, 1818. Founder of the the Grand Lodge, Grand High Priest of the
Magasin Eacyeloposdiqtie. He was a ila- Grand Chapter, and Grand Commander of
son under the Rite Ecossais, and also be- the Grand Comniandery of Knights Temlonged to the " Mere Loge " of the " Rite plars. In 184S he established, in the city
Ecossais Philosophique."
of St. fjouis, a monthly journal, entitled the
Mischchau,
Miscliapliereth, Masonic Signet and Literary Alirror, which
Mischtai, r\vjr\ \yan. Teat of Testi- he removed to Montgomery, Alabama, in
mony. MOt para, Tent of Festival. See 1852, where it lasted for a short time, and
then was discontinued for want of patronTwetity-foiirtli Degree of the Scottish Rile.
age. In 1858 he published T/ie History of
'OZ'D is used in the Thirtieth Degree.
Viscura Album.)
Mistletoe.
In Freemasonry and Masonic Digest, in two
(
Scandinavian countries called Mistel. A volumes, octavo. Brother Mitchell was a
parasitic evergreen plant bearing a gluti- warm-hearted and devoted Mason, but, unnous fruit. When found attached to the fortunately for his reputation as an author,
oak, wliere it is rare, it was an object of not an accomplished scholar, hence his
estimates the virtue of the

Talith, the Phylacteries,
.

;

'

superstitious regard

among the

Druids.

It

style is deficient, not only in elegance,

but

was from a fragment of this plant that the even in grammatical purity. His natural
dart was made which cost the life of Bal- capacity, however, was good, and his arguder, according to the Scandinavian Myste- ments as a controversialist were always
trenchant, if the language was not polished.
ries.
See Balder.
As a Masonic jurist his decisions have been
considered generally, but by no means universally, correct.
His opinions were sometimes eccentric, and his History possesses
much less value than such a work should
have, in consequence of its numerous inaccuracies, and the adoption by its author of
the extravagant views of earlier writers
on the origin of Masonry. He died at
Griffin, Georgia, November 12, 1873, having
been for many years a great sufferer from
all

illness.

{Dr. Mackey.)

Stoiie. A relic of black
rounded at the top, two by four feet,
across it being an inscription of thirty-four
lines in the letters of the Hebrew-Pheeni-

Moabitc

basalt,

cian alphabet, discovered in the ruins of
ancient. Dibon, by Dr. Klein, a German
missionary, in 1869.
record of Mesha,
King of Moab, who (2 Kings iii. 5), after
Ahab's death, " rebelled against the King
of Israel." Chemosh was the national god
of the Moabites. The covenant name of
the God of Israel occurs in the inscription,
sliowing that the name was not then unpronounceable, or unknown to the neighboring nations. The described wars date
in the tenth century B. c.

A

The

the Scandinavian, is
the coincident symbol of the acacia to the
Mason, the iity to those of the Mysteries of
Dionysius, the myrtle to those of Ceres, the
erica or heath to those of the Osirian, the
lettuce to those of the Adonisian, and the
lotics or toater-lUy to those of India and
Egypt. The Mistletoe that caused the death
of Balder was deemed sacred as the representative of the number three. The berries
and leaves of the plant or vine grow in
clusters of three united on one stalk.
It
Mistletoe, to

Moaboii (pxiD). He whom the Junior
Warden

represents in the 14th Degree of
the A. A. Scottish Bite, as the tried and

;

MOHAMMED
Hiram

MORRIS
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Lodge celebrated his semi-centennial membership by a festival.
Moliaiiiined. See Koran.
In 1825 he took the Capitular Degrees
Molirliiis. Initiates, pilgrims, those in St. Andrew's Chapter, and was elected
entering upon an important undertaljing.
High Priest in 1840, and subsequently
Aloira,
Francis
Kawflou, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter,
Baron. Bom 1754, died 1826.
dis- He was made a Knight Templar in Boston
tinguished statesman and Mason. He was Encampment about the year 1830, and was
Acting Grand Master of England from 1790 Eminent Commander in 1837. In 1841 he
to 1812.
Also Grand Master of Scotland was elected Grand Master of the Grand
in 1806.
As a Mason he was always ener- Encampment of Massachusetts and Ehode
getic.
Dr. Oliver says, "To no person had Island, which office he held for three years.
Alasonry for many years been more in- In 1832 he received the Royal and Select
debted than to the Earl of Moira, now Degrees in Boston Council, over which he
Marquess Hastings." He died while gov- presided for twelve years. He was elected
ernor of Malta.
General Grand Captain-General of the
Moloch. (Heb. Molech, king.) The Grand Encampment of the United States
chief god of the Phoenicians, and a god of in 1847, and General Grand Generalissimo
the Ammonites. Human sacrifices were in 1850. In 1844 he was received into the
offered at his shrine, and it was chiefiy in Ancient Accepted Scottish Kite, and in the
the valley of Tophet, to the east of Jerusa- same year was elected Secretary- General
lem, that this brutal idolatry was perpe- of the Holy Empire in the Supreme CounSolomon built a temple to Moloch cil for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
trated.
upon the Mount of Olives, and Manasseh, United States, an office which he held until
long after, imitated his impiety by making his resignation in 1862.
" When he was elected K. G. Secretary
his son pass through the fire kindled in
honor of this deity. Wierus calls Moloch of the Grand Lodge in 1834," says Brother
John T. Heard, in his Historical Account
Prince of the realm of tears.
Columbian Lodge (page 472), "it was
First Moloch, horrid king, besmeared with of
the moment when the anti-Masonic exblood
citement was raging with its greatest vioOf human sacrifice and parents' tears
Though for the noise of drums and timbrels lence in this State, and his first official act
loud.
was to attest the memorial written by him,
Their children's cries unheard, that passed surrendering to the Legislature the act of
through fire
incorporation of the Grand Lodge."
To his grim idol. . Nor content with such
The Grand Lodge surrendered its charter
Audacious neighborhood, the wisest heart
and its corporate powers that it might
Of Solomon he led, by fraud, to build
escape the persecution of an anti-Masonic
His temple right against the temple of God,
The memorial, however,
On that oppiobrious hill and made his grove, Legislature.
thence
of
Hinnora,
Tophet
The pleasant valley
boldly stated that "by divesting itself of
And black Gehenna called, the type of Hell.
its corporate powers, the Grand Lodge has
—Far. Lost, B. 1. relinquished none of its Masonic attributes
Moore, Cbarles Whitlock. A or prerogatives." In Masonic authorship,
distinguished American Masonic journal- Bro. Moore is principally distinguished as
a journalist. In 1825 he established the
ist, born in Boston, Mass., March 29, 1801.
His own account of his initiation into Masonic Mirror, which was merged in 1834
Masonry is in the following words: "In in the Bunker Hill Aurora, a paper with
February, 1822, I was proposed for the whose Masonic department he was assoMassachusetts ciated. In 1841 he commenced the publidegrees of Masonry in
Lodge, then, as now, one of the three cation of the Freemason's Monthly Magaoldest in Boston, and but for the inter- zine, which he published for 33 years, in
vention of business engagements, I should fact until his death. In 1828 and 1829 he
have been received into Masonry on the published the Amaranth, or Masonic Oarevening of my coming of age. Before that land; in 1843 the Masonic Tresile-Board.
evening arrived, however, I was called Brother Moore died at Boston, Mass., of
temporarily to the State of Maine, where, pneumonia, on December 12, 1873.
Morana. The Bohemian goddess of
in May following, I was admitted into
Kennebec Lodge, at Hallowell, with the winter and death, Maryana of Scandinavia.
Faith. See Book of Marconsent and approbation of the Lodge in
which I had been originally proposed. I mon.
Bom
Morris, Rohert, lili.D.
received the third degree on the evening

trusty friend of
Gen. xix. 36.)

the Builder.

(See

.

A

.

;

Mormon

ofthel2thof June."

August

On October 10, 1822, he affiliated with the Masonic
Lodge

St.

Andrew.

In October, 1872, that

Was first brought t6
31, 1818.
light March 5, 1846, in Oxford

Lodge, at a place of the same name in

MOUNT
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Mississippi. The life of Bro. Morris has
been so active and untiring for the benefit,
of the institution of Masonry, that he has

had the opportunity of

filling

very

sweet and harmonious sounds being the
representative of that harmony which
should ever exist among the brethren, we
are apt to inquire what were the instruments used by the ancients in their mysti-

many

positions in ail the departments of Masonry,

and was Grand Master of Masons of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky in 1858-59.
His writings cover Masonic jurisprudence,
rituals and hand-books. Masonic belleslettres, history and biography, travels, and
contributions to The Review, Keyitone, Advocate, y. Y. Dispatch, and other papers and
periodicals. His Masonic songs and poetic
effusions stand out in prominent volumes
on the shelf. He is the author of We
Meet upon the Level, which is sufficient to
render his

name immortal.

A

Complete

biography of Bro. Kobert Morris would fill
volumes.
Mount Caf. In the Mohammedan
mythology, a fabulous mountain which
encircles the earth.
The home of the
giants and fairies, and rests upon the
sacred stone Sakhral, of which a single
grain gives miraculous powers. It is of
an emerald color, and its reflected light is
the cause of the tints of the sky.
Mozart, J, C.
G. Born in 1756 at
Salzburg, and died December 5, 1791, at Vienna. One of the greatest and most delightful of musical composers. He first saw the

W.

Masonic light about 1780, and was a member of the Lodge "Zur gekronten Hoffnnng," There were many musical compositions and dedications to Masonry by
this eminent composer.

Mnrat, Joacliini.

Born

in

1771,

executed in 1815. The great cavalry general of Napoleon, and titular king of
Naples. In 1803 he was appointed rf. G.
Warden in the Grand Orient of France.
When the 5th Supreme Council of the
World was established at Naples, on the
11th June, 1809, by the Supreme Council
at Milan, a concordat became necessary,
and was executed 3d May, 1811, between
the Grand Orient which was created June
24, 1809, and the Supreme Council of Naples, whereby the latter should have sole
control over the degrees beyond the 18th,

manner

as signified in the concordat of France. King Joachim Murat accepted the supreme command of both bodies.
The change in his political surroundings

in like

allowed him no permanent

MYSTIC
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rest.

Murat, Joacliini, Prince.

Son
King of Naples. Was appointed
Grand Master of tne Grand Orient of
of the

France, and initiated February 26, 1825.
He resigned the office in 1861.

Musical In<!itruinents, Ancient.
As in the Fellow Crafts' degree, music is
dilated upon as cue of the liberal arts, the

cal service.
The oldest ever discovered, we
believe, is a small clay pipe not over three

inches in length, found uy Captain Willock
the presumed ruins of Babylon ; if
By the use
so, it must be 2600 years old.
of the two finder holes, the intervals of the
common chord, C, E, and G, are produced,
or the harmonic triad. From the ruins of
Nineveh we have countless representations
of the harp, with strings varying from ten
to twenty-six ; the lyre, identical in structure with that of the Greeks
a harpshaped instrument held horizontally, and
the six to ten strings struck with a plectrum, which has been termed the Asor,
from its resemblance to the Hebrew instrument of that name. There is also the
guitar-shaped instrument, and a double
pipe with a single mouthpiece and fingerholes on each pipe. The Assyrians used
musical bells, trumpets, flutes, drums, cymbals, and tambourines.
The Abyssinians
call their lyre the Kissar (Greek, kithara).
There is also the flute, called Monaulos,
which is of great antiquity, and named by
the Egyptians Photins, or curved flute.
The crooked horn or trumpet, called Buccina, and the Cithara, held sacred in consequence of its shape being that of the Greek

among

j

;

delta.

Muta. The Roman goddess of silence.
Muttra,
place of the

Mattaura. The birthHindu Redeemer, Krishna.

or

The

capital of a district in the North-west
Provinces of British India.
Myrrh.
resinous gum of a tree
growing in Arabia, valued from the most
ancient times (Gen. xxxvii. 25). It was
among the presents Jacob sent to Egypt,
and those brought to the infant Jesus by
the wise men of the East.

A

Mysteries, Mexican. Instituted
among the Mexicans (Aztecs), and was of
a sacred nature.
The adherents adiopted
the worship of some special deity, Quetzalcoatl (the Mexican Saviour), under secret
rites, and rendered themselves seclusive.
similar order was that called Tlamacazajotl,
also the order known as Telpochtliztli. It
is understood that under the sway of the
Aztecs, the Mexican Mysteries had some
Masonic affini ties. See Aztec }Yn, ings.

A

Mystic Crown, Knights and
Companions of tlie. A Society formed by the adherents of Mesmer, in August,
1787, of a beneficent, non-political, and nonsectarian nature, to which Master Masons
only were admitted.

;

N
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N.
W.

(Heb. y) The fourteenth letter in
the English and Hebrew alphabets
its
numerical value is 60, and its definition,
As a final, Nun is written j, and
Jish.
then is of the value of 700. The Hebrew
divine appellation is XTlJ, or Formida;

hilis.

Naharda, Brotherbood

of. After the destruction of the Solomonial Temple, the captives formed an association
while slaves at Naharda, on the Euphrates,

and are there said to have preserved the
secret mysteries.

IVaos.

The ark

of the Egyptian gods.

A chest or structure with more height than

depth, and thereby unlike the Israelitish
Ark of the Covenant. The winged figures embraced the lower part of the Naos,
while the cherubim of the Ark of Yahveh
were placed above its lid. Yahveh took
up his abode above the propitiatory or
covering between the wings of the cherubim, exteriorly, while the gods of Egypt
were reputed as hidden in the interior of
the Naos of the sacred barks, behind hermetically closed doors.
Napoleon I. It has been claimed,

IVepIialia.

Festivals, without wine,

celebrated in honor of the lesser deities.

Wersal. (Heb. SjnJ.) The synonym
of misfortune and ill-luck. The Hebrew
name for Mars; and in astrology the lesser
Malefic.
The word in Sanskrit is Nrigal.
Templars. An Order of five
degrees instituted in France in the earlypart of this century.
The degrees were
termed Initiati Intimi Initiati ; Adepti
Orientales Adepti; and Magaae aquilae
nigrae sancti Johannes Apostoli Adepti.
Nick. (Danish, Nikken.) The spirit
of the waters, an enemy of man, the devil,
or in the vulgate, " Old Nick."

New

—

;

Nicotlates, Order of. A secret order mentioned by Clavel, teaching the
doctrines of Pythagoras.
Nihoiigi. (" Chronicles of Nihon.")
The companion of the Kojiki the two
works together forming the doctrinal and
historic basis of Sintonism. The Japanese
adherents of Sinsyn are termed Siutus, or
Sintoos, who worship the gods, the chief of
;

which is Ten-sio-dai-yin.
was composed about 720

The Nihongi

cil

with the
evident design of giving a Chinese coloring
to the subject-matter of the Kojiki, upon
which it is founded.
A significant word in the
Noills.
32d Degree of the Scottish Eite.
The
original old French rituals endeavor to
explain it, and say that it and two other
words in conjunction are formed out of the
initials of the words of a particular aphorism which has reference to thesecret arcana
and " sacred treasure " of Masonry. Out
of several interpretations, no one can be
positively asserted as the original, although
the intent is apparent to him to whom the
same may lawfully belong.

phiang, Mackey.
^Teitli. The Egyptian
Greek Athen6 or Minerva.

Normal. Aperpendicular to acurve;
and included between the curve and the
axis of the abscissas. Sometimes a square,
used by operative Masons, for proving an-

and with much just reason, as shown in his
course of life, that Napoleon the Great
was a member of the Brotherhood, and it
is said was initiated at Malta, between
June 12 and July 19, 1798. The Abeille
Magonnique of 1829, and Clavel, in 1830,
allege that he visited a lodge incognito in
Paris.
His life indicated favor to the fraternity, and in 1804 he appointed Joseph
Buonaparte G. Master of the Grand Orient.
Lucien and Louis Buonaparte were of the
fraternity, as also Jerome. Louis Napoleon

was a member of the Supreme CounA. A. Scottish Rite of France,
IVarboniie, Rite of. See Philadel-

III.

synonym of

the

!9reinesis. According to Hesiod, the
daughter of Night, originally the personification of the moral feeling of right and
a just fear of criminal actions; in other
words, Conscience. A temple was erected
to Nemesis at Attica. She was at times
called Adrastea and Khamnusia, and represented in the earliest days a young virgin like unto Venus; at a later period,
as older and holding a helm and wheel.
At Khamnus there was a statue of Nemesis of Parian marble executed by Phidias.
The festival in Greece held in her honor
was called Nemesia.
IVeocoriis. A name of the guardian
of the Temple.

a. d.,

gles.

Nornae.

In the Scandinavian Mys-

these were three maidens, known as
Urd, Verdandi, and Skuld, signifying Past,
Their position is
Present, and Future.
seated near the Urdar-wells under the
world-tree Yggdrasil, and there determine
the fate of both gods and men. They daily
draw water from the spring, and with it and
the surrounding clay sprinkle the ash-tree
Yggdrasil, that the branches may not
wither and decay.
North. This point of the compass, or
place of Masonic darkness, must not be construed as implying that in the Temple of Solomon no light or ventilation was had from
teries,

;

:

1008

NORTH

this direction.

The Talmud, and

:
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as well

Josephus, allude to an extensive opening
toward the North, framed with costly magnificence, and known as the great "Golden
Window." There were as many openings
in the outer wall on the north as on the
south side. There were three entrances
through the " Chel " on the north and six
on the south. See Temple.
While once within the walls and Chel
of the temple all advances were made from
east to west, yet the north side was mainly
used for stabling, slaughtering, cleansing,
etc., and contained the chambers of broken
knives, defiled stones, of the house of burning, and of sheep.
The Masonic symbolism of the entrance of an initiate from the
north, or more practically from the northwest, and advancing toward the position
occupied by the corner-stone in the northeast, forcibly calls to mind the triplet of

Homer
" Two marble doors unfold on either side
Sacred the South by which the gods descend
But mortals enter on the Northern end."

;

So in the Mysteries of Dionysos, the gate
of entrance for the aspirant was from the
north but when purged from his corruptions, he was termed indifferently new-born
or immortal, and the sacred south door was
;

belief, it was ordered that,
in the adjudication of a crime, the accused
should be on the north side of the court
enclosure. And in harmony with the Scandinavian superstition, no Lodge of Masons

quence of this

illumines the darkened north with a symbolic light, whose brightness would be unable to dissipate the gloom of that cardinal
point with which was associat«d all that
was sinistrous and direfiil."
North Star. This star is frequently
used as a Masonic symbol, as are the morn-

ing star, the day star, the seven stars.
Thus, the morning star is the forerunner
of the Great Light that is about to break
upon the Lodge ; or, as in the grade of
G. Master Architect, twelfth of the Scottish system, the initiate is received at the
hour " when the day star has risen in the
east, and the north star looked down upon
the seven stars that circle round him."
The symbolism is truth; thus, the North
star is the pole star, the Polaris of the
mariner, the Cynosura, that guides Masons
over the stormy seas of time. The seven
stars are the symbol of right and justice
to the order and the country.
The time of probation,
!K^OTitiate.
as well as of preparatory training, which,
in all religious orders, precedes the solemn
profession at least one year.

By

dispensa-

tion only can the period of time be reduced.
thence accessible to his steps.
In the Middle Ages, below and to the Novices are immediately subject to a superior called Master of Novices, and their
right of the judges stood the accuser, facing
north ; to the left was the defendant, in the time must be devoted to prayer and to
north facing south.
Brother George F. liturgical training.
Xnk-pe-nak. The Egyptian equivFort, in his Antiquities of Freemasonry, says
" In the centre of the court, directly before alent for the expression " I am that I am."
IVun. (Heb. jU, a fish, in Syriac an
the judge, stood an altar piece, upon which
an open Bible was displayed. The south, inkhom.) The Chaldaic and hieroglyphic
form of this Hebrew letter was like Fig.
to the right of the justiciaries, was deemed
honorable and worthy for a plaintiff'; but 1, and the Egyptian like Fig. 2, signifythe north was typical of a frightful and diaFig.l.
Fig. 2.
bolical sombreness. Thus, when a solemn
oath of purgation was taken in grievous
criminal accusations, the accused turned
toward the north. The judicial headsman,
in executing the extreme penalty of out- ing fishes in any of these forms. Joshua
raged justice, turned the convict's face was the son of Nun, or a fish, the delivnorthward. When Earl Hakon bowed a erer of Israel. As narrated of the Noah
tremulous knee before the deadly powers in the Hindu account of the deluge,
of Paganism, and sacrificed his seven-year whereby the forewarning of a fish caused
old child, he gazed out upon the far-off, the construction of an ark and the salvagloomy north.
tion of one family of the human race from
" In Nastrond, or shores of death, stood the flood of waters.
See Beginnings of

H

a revolting hall, whose portals opened toward the north the regions of night.
North, by the Jutes, was denominated
black or sombre the Frisians called it fear
corner. The gallows faced the north, and
from these hyperborean shores everything
base and terrible proceeded.
In conse-

—

;

History,

by Lenormant.

BTyaya.

The name of the second of
the three great systems of ancient Hindu
philosophy.
jK^yctaxontes. An ancient sect who
praised Gfld by day, but rested in quiet
and presumed security during the night.

o
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0.
O. The

fifteenth letter in the

English

and in mostof the Western alphabets. The
corresponding letter in the Hebrew and
Phcenician alphabets was called Ayn,
that is, eye; the primitive form of the
Phoenician letter being the rough picture
of an eye, or a circle with a dot in the
centre.
This dot will be observed in
ancient MSS., but being dropped
the circle forms the letter O. The
numerical value is 70, and in Hebrew is formed thus, V, the hieroglyphic being a plant, as well as
at times a circle or an eye.
Apple, Society of tlie. Instituted about 1658, and lapsed under the
disturbances in England during the reign
of James II., but it lingered among the
Stuart adherents for many years.
Oannes. The earliest instructor of

Oak

man in letters, sciences,
and arts, specially in
architecture, geometry,
botany, and agriculture, and in all other
useful knowledge, was
the fish
(myth).

god Oannes

:

Polyhistor,

(Heb. H^IJ^, serving.)

version, Isaiah xxix. 3, also xix. 3.

Obrack, Hibernns. Grand Master
of the Order of the Temple in 1392, according to the chronology of the Strict
Observance of Germany.
Odein. (Heb. D1N-) The carnelian or agate in the high-priest's breastplate.
It was of a red color, and claimed
to possess medical qualities.
Odin. The chief Scandinavian deity
and father of Balder (which see).
The
counterpart of Hermes and Mercury in
the Egyptian and Boman mythologies.
Odin and his brothers Vili and Ve, the
sons of Boer, or the first-born, slew Ymir
or Chaos, and from his body created the
world.
As ruler of heaven, he sends
daily his two black ravens, Thought and
Memory, to gather tidings of all that is
being done throughout the world.
Oguiiiis. The Diuidical name for
Hercules, who is represented with numberless fine chains proceeding from the
mouth to the ears of other people, hence
possessing the powers of eloquence and
jDersuasion.

This universal teacher, according
to Berossus, appeared
in the Persian Gulf,
bordering on Babylonia, and, although an
animal, was endowed
with reason and great
knowledge. The usual appearance of the
creature was that of a fish, having a human head beneath that of a fish, and feet
like unto a man. This personage conversed
with men during the day, but never ate
with them. At Kouyunjik there was a
colossal statue of the fish-god Oannes. The
following is from the Book of Enoch (Vol.
" The Masons hold their grand
II., p. 154)
festival on the day of St. John, not knowing that therein they merely signify the
fish-god Oannes, the first Hermes and the
first founder of the Mysteries, the first
messenger to whom the Apocalypse was
given, and whom they ignorantly confound
with the fabulous author of the common
Apocalypse. The sun is then (midsummerday) in its greatest altitude. In this the
Naros is commemorated." See Alexander

OI>ed.

found so denominated in the Septuagint

One

of nine favored officials, selected by Solomon after the death of H. Abif.
Oboth. Ventriloquism. It will be
64
6B

Onech.

(Heb.pJJ?.)

named

The bird Phoenix,
Enoch

after Enoch or Phenoch.
signifies initiation. The Phoenix, in

Egyp-

tian mythological sculptures, as a bird, is
placed in the mystical palm-tree.
The
Phoenix is the representative of eternal
and continual regeneration, and is the
Holy Spirit which brooded as a dove over
the face of the waters, the dove of Noah
and of Hasisiatra or Xysuthrus (which
see), which bore a sprig in its mouth.

Ophites. The Brotherhood of the
Serpent, which flourished in the second
century, and held that there were two
principles of aeons and the accompanying
theogony. This Egyptian fraternity displayed a living serpent in their ceremonies,
which was reverenced as a symbol of wisdom and a type of good.

Order Book.

The book

to

which

appeals were made, in the Order of
Strict Observance, as to matters of history,
usage, or ritual. It was invariably bound
all

in red.

The ancient banner
Oriflauiiiie.
which originally belonged to the Abbey of
St. Denis, and was borne by the Counts of
Vezin, patrons of that church, but which,
country of Vezin fell into the
hands of the French crown, became the
principal banner of the kingdom. It was
charged with a saltire wavy Or, with rays
after the

OURIEL
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issuing from the centre crossways Seccee
into five points, each bearing a tassel of

Ozlah.

;

green

See

Uriel,

domini.)

Latin, Thrtitudo
the name
in the Fifth Degree of

(Heb. H'tJ?

;

A prince of Judah, and

of the Senior Warden
tlie French Eite of Adoption.

silk.

Ouriel.

PARIKCHAI
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Mackey.

P.
P. The

sixteenth letter of the English
and Greek alphabets, and the seventeenth
of the Hebrew, in which last mentioned language its numerical value
'^J
"*
is 80, is formed thus Q, signifying a
mouth in the Phoenician. The sacred
name of Grod associated with this letter is
Phodeh or Redeemer.

Pai>3'riis.

'

rm3>

Pachacamac. The

Peruvian name

for the Creator of the universe.

Palestine, Order of. Mentioned
by Baron de Tschoudy, and it is said was
the fountain whence the Chevalier Ramsay
obtained his information for the regulation
of his system.
Palla. An altar cloth, also a canopy
borne over the head of royalty in Oriental
lands.

Palmer, Senry t. Born in New
York, October 18, 1819. A present resident of ililwaukee, Wisconsin, and president of the Northwestern Mutual Life
Insurance Co. He is the author of the
celebrated report, in October, 1849, which
resulted in the union of the two Grand
Lodges in New York, the "Herring-Phillips " and the " New York" Grand Lodge.
Brother Palmer has occupied almost every
known position in Craft Masonry, and has
been the commanding officer of every one
of its departments. He is P. G. Master of
the G. Encampment of K. T. of the U. S.,
and the present G. Commander of the SuSreme Council of the A. A. Scottish Rite,
lorthern Jurisdiction of the U. S. of
America.
Paiitlieisui. A speculative system,
which, spiritually considered, identifies the
universe with God, and, in the material form,
God with the universe. Material Pantheism is subject to the criticism, if not to the
accusation, of being atheistic. Pantheism
is as aged as religion, and was the system
of worship in India, as it was in Greece.
Giordano Bruno was burned for his pantheistic opinions at Rome in 1600.

Pantheistic Brotherhood.

De-

scribed by John Toland, in his PantheMicon, as having a strong resemblance to
Freemasonry. The Socratic Lodge in Germany, based on the Brotherhood, was of
short duration.

"The papyrus

leaf," says

W.

Simons, iii his Egyptian
Symbols, "is that plant which
formed tablets and books, and
forms the first letter of the name
of the only eternal and all-powerful god of Egypt, Amon, who in
the beginning of things created
the world," whose name signified
occiM or hidden. The word nSj?,
J.

which signifies a leaf, and to inscribe
on tablets forms oSy, olm, the antique origin
of things, obscure time, hidden eternity.
The T\irin Funeral Papyrus is a book
published by Dr. Lepsius in original charThis
acter, but translated by Dr. Birch.
ole,

Book of the Dead is invaluable as containing the true philosophic belief of the
Egyptians respecting the resurrection and
immortality.
The manuscript has been
gathered from portions which it was obligatory to bury with the dead. The excavations of mummies in Egypt have been fruitful in furnishing the entire work.

Parikchai, Agronchada.

An

work of the Brahmans.
According to a work by Louis Jacolliot,
1884, the Fakirs produced phenomena at

occult scientific

with superior intervention or else
with shrewd charlatanism : processes that
were known to the Egyptians and Jewwill

ish Kabbalists.
The doctrines are those
known to the Ale.\andrian school, to the
Gauls, and as well to the Christians. In
the division of the Kabbala, the first

treated of the History of the Genesis or
Creation, and taught the science of nature;
the second, or Mercaba, of the History of
the Chariot, and contained a treatise on
theology.
There were three degrees of initiation
among the Brahmans
:

According to selection, the candidate
became a Grihasta, a Pourohita or Fakir,
or in twenty years a Guru.
2d. A Sannyassis or Cenobite and Vanaprasthas, and 'lived in the Temple.
3d. A Sannyassis-Nirvany or Naked
1st.

Cenobite.

Those of the third degree were visible
only once in five years, appearing in a column of light created by themselves, at

:

PARIS

midnight, and on a stand in the centre of
a great tank. Strange sounds and terrific
shrieks were heard as they were gazed upon
as demi-gods, surrounded by thousands of

Hindus.
The government was by a Supreme Council of seventy Brahmans, over seventy years
of age, selected from the Nirvany, and
chosen to see enfoicedthe Law of the Lotus.
The Supreme Chief, or Brahmatna. was required to be over eighty years of age, and
was looked upon as immortal by the populace.
This Pontiff resided in an immense
palace surrounded by twenty-one walls.
The primitive holy word composed of
the three letters A. U. M., comprises the
Vedic trinity, signifying Creation, Preservation, and Transformation, and symbolize all the initiatory secrets of the" occult
sciences.
By some it has been taught that
the " Honover" or primordial germ, as defined in the Avesta, existed before all else.
Also see Manou, Book xi., Sloca 265. The
following unexplained magical words were
always inscribed in two triangles : L'om.
L'rhom-sh'hrum. Sho'kim. Kamaya-Naharaa.

He who
the A. U.

possessed the word greater than
M. was deemed next to Brahma.

The word was transmitted in a sealed box.
The Hindu triad, of which in later times

OM

is the mystic name, represents the
union of the three gods, viz., a (Vishnu),
u (Siva), m (Brahma). It may also be
typical of the three Vedas.
Om appears
first in the Upanishads as a mystical monosyllable, and is thus set forth as the object
of profound meditation.
It is usually
caWeA pranava, more rai ely aksharam. The
Buddhists use Om at the beginning of
their Vidya Shad-akshari or mystical formulary in six syllables (viz., Om mani pad
me hum). See Pitris and Induche Myde-

rien, in

Addendum and Aum, in Mackey.
;

Paris Constitutions. A

copy of

Constitutions, said to have been
adopted in the thirteenth century, will be
found in G. P. Depping's Collect ion deBocuments ineditssur I'Miatoire de Franne (Paris,
part of this work contains the
1837).
Meglemens sur les arts et mitiers de Paris,
redlges au \%me siecle et connus sous le nom
de livre des mitiers d'Eiienne Boileau. This
treats of the masons, stonecutters, plasterers, and mortar-makers, and, as Steinbrenner (Or. and Hist, of Mas., p. 104) says,
"is interesting, not only as exhibiting the
peculiar usages and customs of the Craft at
that early period, but as showing the connection which existed between the laws and
regulations of the French Masons and those
of the Steinmetzen of Germany and the
translation of the
Masons of England."
Paris Constitutions was published in the

these

A

A
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Freemason's Magazine, Boston, 1863, p. 201.
In theyear 1743, the " English Grand Lodge
of France" published, in Paris, a serie.s of
statutes, taken principally from Anderson's
work of the editions of 1723 and 1738. It
consisted of twenty articles, and bore the
title of General Regulations taken from the
Minutes of the Lodges, for the use of the French
Lodges, together with the Alterations adopted
at the General Assernbly of the Grand Lodge,
December 1 1, 1743, to serve as a rule of action
for the said kingdom. A copy of this document, says Findel, was translated into German, with annotations, and published in
1856 in the Zeitschrift Jur Freimaurer of

A

1

ten berg.

Parlirer.

In the Lodges of Stonemasons of the Middle Ages, there was
a rank or class of workmen called Parlirers, literally, spokesmen.
They were an
intermediate class of officers between the
Masters of the Lodges and the Fellows,
and were probably about the same as our
modern Wardens.
Thus, in the /Strasbourg Constitutions of 1459, it is said
" No Craftsman or Mason shall promote
one of his apprentices as a parlirer whom
he has taken as an apprentice from his
rough state, or who is still in the years of
apprenticeship," which may be compared
with the old English charge that " no
Brother can be a Warden until he has
passed the part of a Fellow-Craft." They
were called Parlirers, properly, says Heldmann, Parlierers, or Spokesmen, because,
in the absence of the Masters, they spoke
for the Lodge, to travelling Fellows seeking
employment, and made the examination.
There are various forms of the word.
Kloss, citing the Strasbourg Constitutions,
has Parlirer; Krause has, from the same
document, Par&rer, but says it is usually
Poller; Heldmann uses Parlierer, which
has been now generally adopted.
Mot de semestre, communiParole.
cated by the Grand Orient of France, and
in addition an annual word in November,
which tends to show at pnce whether a
member is in good standing.

A

Parsees. See Zend Avesta.
Parvin, Theodore S. Born January 15, 1817, in Cumberland Co., New JerHis journey in life gradually tending
sey.
westward, he located in Ohio, and graduated in 1837 in the Cincinnati Law School.
He was appointed private secretary by
Robert Lucas, first governor of Iowa, in
which State he became Judge of the Probate Court and afterwards "Curator and
Librarian." Bro. Parvin was initiated in
Nova Cesarea Lodge, No. 2, Cincinnati,
Ohio, March 14, 1838, and raised the 9th
of May following. He was exalted in Iowa
City Chapter, No. 2, January 2, 1845. He

:

;:
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has held

many

very prominent positions in

Masonry is, and has been since 1871,
Grand Recorder of the G, Encampment
K. T. of the U. S. A. In 1859 he received
the Degrees of the Scottish Eite and was
crowned in that year an Inspector-General
;

33d.

Passage. The Fourth Degree of the
Fessler Rite, of which Patria forms the
fifth.

" Passing the River." A mystical
alphabet said to have been used by the Kabbatists.
These characters, with certain explanations, become the subject of consideration with brethren of the Fifteenth Degree
A. A. Scottish Rite. The following are
the characters

snmJo/tehzuv

that the victim be disembowelled, his body
burnt to ashes and scattered as dust to the
winds. Judges of the secret Vehmgericht
passed sentences of death as follows : ' Your

body and

of the field, to
to the fishes in the
stream.' The judicial executioner, in carrying into efiect this decree, severed the body
in twain, so that, to use the literal text, ' the
air might strike together between the two
parts.'

!

the religious system of Zoroaster, Persia.
Penalty. Tlie origin of penalties invoked in Masonry has been the subject of
much research. In addition to what is so
well said bj' Dr. Mackey, as to obsecration,
it may be judicious to note the opinion of
Bro. G. F. Fort, and as well the law as set
down in the Talmud. Bro. Fort says, in the
29th chap, of his Early Ilistonf and Antiquities, that "Penalties inflicted upon convicts of certain grades during the Middle
Ages, were terrible and inhumau.
"The most cruel punishment awaited
him who broke into and robbed a Pagan
temple. According to a law of the Frisians, such desecration was redressed by
dragging the criminal to the seashore and
burying the body at a point in the sands
the tide daily ebbed and flowed.
Add. Sap., Tit. 12.)
creditor was privileged to subject
his delinquent debtor to the awful penalty of having the flesh torn from his
breast and fed to birds of prey. Convicts
were frequently adjudged by the ancient
Norse code to have their hearts torn out.
(Grimm, Deutsche Rechts-AUertkilniir p.
690. And for the following, see pp. 693
and 700.) The oldest death penalties of
the Scandinavians prescribed that the body
should be exposed to fowls of the air
Sometimes it was decreed
to feed upon.
wliere

Prliion.,

"A

,

air,

and

The tongue was

out as a punishment.

oftentimes torn

A law of the early

Roman

Empire, known as ex Jure Orienlis
Caesareo, enacted that any person, suitor
at law or witness, having sworn upon the
evangelists, and proving to be a peijurer,

should have the tongue cut from its roots.
A cord about the neck was used symEbolically, in criminal courts, to denote
that the accused was worthy of the extreme penalty of law by hanging or dest capitation. When used upon the pereon
of a freeman, it signified a slight degree

J3^CV^ ATX „/of
dgBKiSakLp "

Pax Tobisciim. ("Peace be with
you ") Used in the Eighteenth Degree A.
A. Scottish Rite.
Pcetash. The demon of calumny in

flesh to the bejists

the birds of the

-?

[Lex
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subjection or servitude."

Some eminent brethren of theFrater-

nity insist that the penalty had its origin inthemannerin which the lamb was
sacrificed under the charge of the Captain of the Temple, who directed the priests

and said, "Come and cast lots." '" Who is
to slaughter?"
"Who is to sprinkle?"
" Go and see if the time for slaughter ap"
"
proaches ?
Is it light in the whole East,
even to Hebron ? " and when the priest said
" Yes," he was directed to " go and bring the
lamb from the lamb-chamber ;" this was in
the north-west corner of the court. The
lamb was brought to the north of the altar,
its

head southward and

its

face northward.

The lamb was then slaughtered a hole was
made in its side, and thus it was hung up.
The priest skinned it downward until he
came to the breast, then he cut off the
;

head, and finished the skinning; he tore
out the heart subsequently he cleft the
body, and it became all open before him
he took out the intestines, etc.; and the various portions were divided as they had
cast lots. (The Talmud, Joseph
jr,
F Barclay.
;

.

LL.D.)

PeiinsylTanla. The Masonic
torical interest in

his-

no one State of the Union

centred so thoroughly as in the origin of
Masonry and the formation of a Grand
Lodge in Pennsylvania.
fraternal rivalry
was warmly incited by this State claiming
priority over Massachusetts and all other
States as regards the great Brotherhood.
The question seems to be now permanently
removed from further inquiry. Indeed,
Dr. Mackey, in his brief sketch in the
body of this work, favored the Boston
theory, but regretted his error before the

A

printer's ink

had

dried.
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now evident that a deputation was
by the Duke of Norfolk, Grand
Master of England, on June 5, 1730, to
It

is

issued

Daniel Coxe, of New Jersey, as " Provincial Grand Master of New York, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, ordaining that
the brethren who do now reside, or who
may hereafter reside, in all or any of the
said provinces, shall, and they are hereby
empowered, every other year on the feast
of St. John the Baptist, to elect a Provin-

Grand Master, who shall have the
power of nominating and appointing his
Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens." That the brethren in Pennsylvania
availed themselves of this authority on
St. John the Baptist's day, 1732, and
elected William Allen Grand'Master; that
at the succeeding election, June 24, 1734,
Benjamin Franklin, who had become a
member in February, 373], was elected
Grand Master. Other Grand Masters were
elected from time to time, among them
very eminent men to wit, Thomas Hopkinson, Humphry Murray, James Hamilton, Joseph Shippen, William Ball, Joseph
Shippen, Philip Syng, Thomas Bond, James
cial

;
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the loss of records their earliest minutes
only date 1767, and are thence continuous.
On September 5, 1789, by the adoption of
by-laws, the name of the Chapter appears
as Jerusalem Chapter, No. 3.
The Cirand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, on the 26th of
December, 1795, opened the Grand Holy

Royal Arch Chapter under
and thus was formed the

its

sanction,

first

Grand

Chapter in America.

Pentacle, The.

The "pentamlum

Salomonis," or magical pentalplia, not to

be confounded with Solomon's seal. The
pentacle is frequently referred to in hermetic formulae.

Perfect Master. The

Fifth Degree
A. A. Scottish Rite, wherein Lodges
of Sorrow are frequently observed.
in the

Perfect Prussian. A grade invented at Geneva in 1770, and belonging
to the Noachite rites.

Perfect Stone. A name

frequently

given to the cubic stone discovered in the
13th Degree of Perfection, the 10th of the

Milnor, Josiah Randall, Chief-Justice Gibson, George M. Dallas, Chief-Justice Eead,
and Col. James Page.
The original ledger account of the first
Masonic Lodge organized in Philadelphia,
"St. John's," has been discovered by the indefatigable Junior Grand Warden, Clifford
P. MacCalla, in the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania, covering the dates from
June 24, 1731, to June 24, 1738. This
book is doubtless the oldest Masonic Lodge
record in America. It appears that it was
presented to the Historical Society by
George T. Ingham, of Salem, New Jersey,
on November 8, 1880, he having received
it from a descendant of David Hall, a
partner of Benjamin Franklin in the
printing and publishing business.
"Secessions and expulsions in England
marked the period from 1738 to 1752, when

Ineffable Series.
It denotes justice and
firmness, with all the moral lessons and
duties in which the mystic cube is calculated to instruct us.

Perlclyte, or Paraclete.

(John

Christ promised to send after
paraclete. The followers of
Mohammed have accepted the implication,
claiming the newcomer to be Mohammed,
and that he is paraclete, or illustrious.
Persia. From late discoveries of inscriptions pertaining to Cyrus, as mentioned
in the excellent little London work, called
Fresh Light from the Ancient Monuments
anotherGrand Lodge was formed, composed (pp. 166-186), A. H. Sayce, M.A., it would
of the seceding brethren, who ... di- appear that this king was a polytheist, and
vided the third degree, and from the latter that he was not a king of Persia, although
part of that degree formed a fourth degree, he acquired that country after his conquest
styled the Holy Royal Arch," presumably of Astyages, b. c. 559, between tte sixth and
in 1740. This division was practically set ninth years of Nabonidos. Cyrus was king
on foot by the Ancients, afterwards so of Elam. The empire he founded was not
Darius, the son of Hystascalled, who were the Seceders, and were a Persian one
so recognized in contradistinction to the pes, at a subsequent period, was the real
Moderns, who adhered to the three degree founder of that kingdom. Prof. Sayce consystem. Of these latter, three Lodges ex- tinues " It was only as the predecessor of
In 1758 Darius, and for the sake of intelligibility to
isted in Pennsylvania in 1755.
the Grand Lodge of England, Ancients, the readers of a later day, that Cyrus could
issued warrants for Lodges Nos. 2 and 3 in be called a king of Persia" (Ezra 1.2).
Philadelphia, the latter being styled Royal The original words of his proclamation,
Arch Lodge, No. 3. These Arch Lodges "King of Elam," have been changed into
continued and prospered, although from the more familiar and intelligible " King
xiv. 16.)

him another

;

:
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Elsewhere in the Bible (Tsa.
xxi. 1-10), when the invasion of Babylon
is described, there is no mention of Persia,
only of Elam and Media, the ancestral dominions of Cyrus. This is in strict accordance with the revelations of the Monuments, and testifies to the accuracy of the
Old Testament records.
Cyrus never besieged Babylon, a city fifteen miles square. It opened its gates to
The
his general without battle, B. C. 538.
description by Herodotus belongs to the
reign of Darius. Mr. Bosanquet asserts
that the Darius of the Book of Daniel is
of Persia,"

Darius the son of Hystaspes.
Cyrus had learned that a disafiected conquered people imported into a kingdom was
a constant menace and danger, and he returned the Jewish exiles to Jerusalem to
rebuild their city and be a fortress and
check upon Egypt. The nations which had
been brought from East and West were restored to their lands along with their gods.
So it was with the captives of Judah. His
dominions extended from the Hellespont
almost to India.
Cyrus was a worshipper of Merodach,
originally the Sun-god, who is mentioned
and intended by the name Bel, and Js ebo,
his prophet (Isa. xlvi. 1). His first act
after acquiring Babylonia was to restore the
Babylonian gods to their shrines, from
which they had been removed by Nabonidos,
sion.

and further asks

The theory

for their intercesthat Cyrus believed in

—
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—

but one supreme god Ormudz must be
abandoned. God consecrated Cyrus to be
His instrument in restoring His chosen
people to their land, not because the king
of Elam was a Monotheist, but because the
period of prophecy, "ten weeks of years,"
was drawing to a close.
These statements are made upon the au-

B. c. 521.

The

celebrated siege of Babylon

lasted two years ; the city finally succumbed
to the strategy of General Zopyrus, 516.
Darius reigned 36 years, died b. c. 485.
Persiiiaii FaiiU. See Zend Avesta.

Pliilosophtis. The tourth grade of
the First Order of the Society of Rosicrucians, as practised in

Europe and America.

The second fundamental principle of Judaism is the wearing
of phylacteries; termed by some writers
Tataphoth, "ornaments," and refer to the
law and commandments, as " Bind them
about thy neck ; write them upon the table
of thine head" (Prov.iii.3; vi. 21; viii.3).
The phylacteries are worn on the forehead
and arm, and are called in Hebrew TephiUin, from FiUeU, to pray. These consist
of two leathern boxes. One contains four
compartments, in which are inclosed four
portions of the law written on parchment
and carefully folded. The box is made of
leather pressed upon blocks of wood specially prepared, the leather being well
soaked in water. The following passages
of the law are sewn into it: Ex. xiii. 1-10,
11-16; Deut. vi. 4-9; xi. 13-21. On this
box is the letter JJ' (shin), with three strokes
for the right side, and the same letter with
four strokes for the left side of the wearer.
The second box has but one compartment,
into which the same passages of Scripture
are sewed with the sinews of animals, specially prepared for this object.
The phylacteries are bound on the forehead and
arm by long leathern straps. The straps
on the head must be tied in a knot shaped

Phylacteries.

like the letter "] (da/elh).
The straps on
the arm must go round it seven times, and
three times around the middle finger, with
a small surplus over in the form of the letter » (yod). Thus we have the 'TJJ', Shaddai, or Almighty.
The phylacteries are

thority of the three inscriptions among
the clay documents lately discovered in
Babylonia by Mr. Rassam, and translated
by Sir Henry Rawlinson and Mr. Pinches.
The first of these is a cylinder, inscribed

kept in special bags, with greatest reverence, and the Rabbis assert " that the single precept of the phylacteries is equal to

by order of Cyrns the second a tablet,
which describes the conquest of Babylonia
by Cyrus; while the third is an account
given by Nabonidos of his restoration of
the temple of the Moon-god at Haran, and
of the temples of the Sun god and of
Anunit at Sepharvaim.
Cyrus ascended the throne B. c. 559, and
was slain in battle against the Massagetae,
B. c. 529.
He was followed by Canibyses
(son) until B. C. 521, when he was succeeded
by Smerdis, a Magian usurper, who reigned

December 29, 1809, and is still living and
laboring to consummate his Masonic life
work. After a sojourn in early life in
jMexico, he returned to the United States
and settled in Little Rock, Arkansas, as an
editor and lawyer. Subsequent to the war
of the rebellion, in which he had cast his
fortunes with the South, he located in
Washington, D. C, uniting with ex-Senator Robert Johnson in the profession of the

;

seven months. Darius I., son of Hystaspes,
a nobleman, conspired with six others and
murdered Smerdis, when, by device, Darius
obtained the throne over his companions,

all

the commandments."

Pike, Albert. Born at Boston, Mass.,

law, making his home, however, in Alexandria.
His library, in extent and selections,_ is a marvel, especially in all that
pertains to the wondei-s in ancient literature.
Bro. Pike is the Sov. G. Commander

of

tlie

Southern Supreme Council, A. A.
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Scottish Kite, having been elected in 1859.

glyphic of the Egyptians. The name of
Prov. G. Master of the G. Lodge of one of their gods is written with a deterthe Eoyal Order of Scotland in the U. S.,
and an honorary member of almost every
Supreme Council in the world. His standing as a Masonic author and historian, and
withal as a poet, is most distinguished, and
his untiring zeal is without a parallel.
Pinnacles. Generally ornamented
terminations much used in Gothic architecture.
They are prominently referred
to in the Eleventh Degree of the A. A. Scottish Rite, where the pinnacles over the minative sign afiixed to it, consisting of a
three gates support the warning to all smooth rectangular stone with a knite over
evil-doers, and give evidence of the cer- it; but the most singular portion of the
tainty of punishment following crime.
circumstance is, that this hieroglyphic,
Pitaka. (" Basket.") The Bibleof Bud- which is read by Egyptologists, Sew.is the
dhism, containing 116 volumes, divided symbol of falsehood and error, in contrainto three classes, collectively known as distinction to the rough (Brute) stone,
the Tripitaka or Pitakattayan, that is, the which is the symbol of faith and truth.
" Triple Basket ;" the Soutras, or discourses The symbol of error was the soft stone,
of Buddha; the Vinaga, or Discipline; which could be cut ; the symbol of truth,
and the Abhadharma, or Metaphysics. The the hard stone, on which no tool could be
canon was fixed about 240 B. C, and com- used."
mands a following of more than one-third
Seth is the true Egyptian name of the god
of the human race the estimates vary known afterward by the name of Typhon,
from 340,000,000 to 500,000,000. Masoni- at one time devoutly worshipped and procally considered, this indeed must be a foundly venerated in
the culminating
great Light or Trestle-Board, if it is the epoch of the Pharaonic empire, as the
guide of the conduct and practice of so monuments of Karnac and Medinet-Abou
vast a number of our brethren ; for are not testify. But in time his worship was overthrown, his shrines desecrated, his name and
all men our brethren ?
Pitdah. (Heb. mtOi)-) One of the titles chiselled from the monumental grantwelve stones in the breastplate of the ite, and he himself, from being venerated
High Priest, of a yellow color. The Sans- as the giver of life and blessings to the
rulers of Egypt, degraded from his posikrit for yellow is pita.
Pltris. Spirits. Among the Hin- tion, treated as a destroying demon, and
dus, Pitris were spirits ; so mentioned in shunned as the personification of evil.
the Agrouchada Parikchai, the philosoph- This was not long before the exode of the
children of Israel.
Seth was the father
ical compendium of the Hindu spiritists,
a scientific work giving an account of the of Judaeusand Palestinus, is the god of the
creation and the Mercaba, and finally the Semitic tribes who rested on the seventh
Zohar; the three principal parts of which day, and bears the swarthy complexion, rr/
treat "of the attributes of God," "of the Xpoa wuppoQ, of the hated race. Seth is also
A known by other names in the hieroglyphic
world," and "of the human soul."
fourth part sets forth the relevancy of legends, among the most striking of which
is Bar, that is Bal, known to us in sacred
souls to each other, and the evocation of
Pitris.
The adepts of the occult sciences history as the fatal stumbling-block of
were said by the votaries of the Pitris of idolatry to the Jewish people. See 2ViIndia to have "entered the garden of de- angh and Square.
lights."
See Parikchai, Agrouchada ; also,
Points,
Five. See Chromatic

He

is

—

The

Calendar.

Jndisehe Mysterien.

Pointed Cubical Stone.

The

" Broached Thurnel " (see Maokey), mentioned by Dr. George Oliver and others in
the Tracing-Board of an Entered Apprentice, and known to the French Mason as the
pierre cubique, has an axe inserted in the
apex. Brother William S. Rockwell considered this feature in the Tracing-Board
remarkable and suggestive of curious re" The cubic
flections, and thus reasoned
stone pointed with an axe driven into it,
is strikingly similar to a peculiar hiero:

a

Point within Circle. An addition to what Dr. Mackey very fully sets
forth as an explanation of the term and
emblem j5om< within a circle, may be given,
by referring to one of the oldest symbols
among

the Egyptians, and

found upon

their monuments, which was a circle centred by an
M, supported by two
erect parallel serpents; the circle being
expressive of the collective people of the
world, protected by the parallel attributes,
the Power and Wisdom of the Creator.

A U

POMME
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The Freemason, weekly, London, Eng.
The Freemason Chronicle, weekly, Lon-

or the tl/.ftJB.

Egyptian omnipotent
God, surrounded by His creation, having
for a boundary no other limit than what

representing

PRESS

the

don, Eng.

The Freemason's Calendar and PocketBook, published annually, for the benefit
of the Charity Fund, under the sanction of
the Grand Lodge of England, London, Eng.
The Kneph, England.
The Masonic Magazine, London, Eng.
The Cosmopolitan Masonic Calendar,
Diary, and'Pocket-Book. Fourteenth year.
London. George Kenning.
Irish Freemason's Calendar and DirecPublished by G. Lodge of Ireland,
tory.
Dublin. Printed by S. Underwood.
La Chaine d'Union, de Paris, weekly,
Paris, France.

Kepublique Ma(;onnique, Paris, France.
Le Monde Maqonnique, Paris, France.
Bulletin du G. Or. de France, Paris,
France.

may come within his boundless scope, his
Wisdom and Power. At times this circle
represented by the Ananta (Sanskrit,
a serpent with its tail in its mouth.
The parallel serpents were of the cobra
is

Bulletin Ma^onnique de la G. L. Sem.
Ecossaisse, Paris, France.
Le Droit des Femmes, Paris, France.
El Taller, Sevilla, Spain.
La Betbrma, Hellin, Albacete, Spain.
La Justicia, Madrid, Spain.
La Humanidad, Alicante, Spain.
Boletin Oficial de G. Orient, Spain.
El Mallete, Barcelona, Spain.

Groot Oosten, La Haya, Holland.
Die Bauhtitte, Leipzig, Germany.
The Kelet, monthly, Budapesth, Hun-

etenivty),

species.

It has

been suggestively said that the

Masonic symbol refers to the circuits or
circumambulation of the initiate about the
sacred Altar, which supports the three
Great Lights as a central point, while the
brethren stand in two parallel lines.
Pouiiiie Verte (Green Apple), Order of tlie. Mentioned by Mackenzie
as an androgynous Order, instituted in
Germany in 1780, and afterwards introduced into France.
Pooroosh. The spirit or essence of
Brahm in the Indian religious system.

Portiforiuut.

A

banner like unto

the gonfalon, used as an ensign in cathedrals, and borne at the head of religious
processions.

Praxoeaus. The followers of Praxeas in the second century, who proclaimed
a unity in God, and that He had suffered
upon the

cross.

Press, Masonic.

The number of
the Masonic press throughout the world is
small, but the literary ability commands
attention.
In every nation Masonry has its
advocate and newsbearer, in the form of a
weekly or semi-monthly chronicle of events,
or the more sedate magazine or periodical,
sustaining the literature of the Fraternity.
The following schedule is, we regret to
say, incomplete:

gary.
Bulletin of the Grand Orient of Belgium,
Brussels.
Bulletin Van Het, Nederlandsch.

Triunghiul, Bucharest, Boumania.
La Donna, Bologne, Italy.
Alpina, Switzerland.
Kevista Pithagoras, Athens, Greece.
Eevista Tinerfe, Canary Islands.

The Freemason, monthly, Sydney, N.
S.

W.

Australian Freemason, Sydney, N. S. W.
Freemason's Chronicle, monthly, Sydney, N. S. W.
The Rough Ashlar, monthly, Adelaide.
Victorian Freemason, weekly, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
The Masonic Record of Western India,
Allahabad, Asia.
La Revista Masonica, monthly, Lima,
Peru.
Boletin Oficial de G. Orient, Venezuela.
La Abeja, Caracas, Venezuela,
Aurora Escocesa, Rio Janeiro, Brazil.
Boletin do Grande Or. do Brazil, Rio
Janeiro, Brazil.
La Acacia, monthly, Buenos Ayres.
El Promotor, Baranquilla, Colombia.
La Fraternite, Porte au Prince, Hayti.
La Tolerance, Porte an Prince, Hayti.
La Adelphia, Mayaguez, P. R.
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The Texas Freemason, Fort Worth,
Texas.

ico.

Boletin del Sob. Cap. Tenoch, Mexico.
Boletin Masonica, monthly, Mexico.
La Esperanza, City of Mexico.
La Cadena de Union, Vera Cruz, Mexico.

El Heraldo Mexicano, Saltillo, Mexico.
El Diario del Hogar, City of Mexico.

La Tolerancia, City of Mexico.
La Trulla, organ of the Grand Logia
" El Sol," Vera Cruz, Mexico.
El Luveton, Coahuila, Mexico.
El Dia, Puebla, Mexico.
La Luz, Puebla, Mexico.

Priestly Testuicnts.

The High

Priest ministered in eight vestments, and
the ordinary priest in four, the tunic, drawers, bonnet, and girdle.
To these the High
Priest added the breastplate, ephod, roue,

—

plate, and when occasion
Urim and Thummim.

and golden
quired the

Prince of Jerusalem, Jewel

re-

of.

Should be a gold incrustation on a Iczengeshaped piece of mother-of-pearl. Equipoise
scales held by hand, sword, five stars, one

La Gacetillan, Leon Guanajuato, Mexico.
El Pensamiento, Yucatan, Merida.
El Simbolismo, Tlaxcala.
Ei Maestro do Escuela, Orizaba.
La Gran Logia, Habana, Cuba.
Luz de Aviguanabo, Habana, Cuba.
Boletin Oficial, Colon y Cuba, Habana.
El Oriente, semi-monthly, Habana, Cuba.
El Oriente Avisador, Mas. de Cuba,
Habana.
La Luz, Habana, Cuba.
La Escuadra, Habana, Cuba.
Cuba Masonica, Habana, Cuba.
La Union, Cienfuegos, Cuba.
Boletin Oficial del Sup. Con. de Colon,
Cuba.
larger than the other four, and the letters
El Delta, Cienfuegos, Cuba.
D and Z in Hebrew, one on either side of
El Yucayo, Matanzas, Cuba.
the scales. The five-pointed crown, within
La Fraternidad, Santiago de Cuba.
a triangle of gold, has also been used as a
Kevista Masonica, Santiago de Cuba,
jewel of this Sixteenth Degree.
Los Tres, Regla, Cuba.
Prince of Wales' Grand liOdge.
The Canadian Craftsman, monthly mag., About the time of the reconciliation of the
Port Hope, Ontario, Canada.
two contending Grand Lodges in England,
The Freemason, Toronto, Canada.
in 1813, they were called, by way of distincLoudon,
Ontario,
Tablet,
The Masonic
tion, after their Grand Masters.
That of
Canada.
the "Moderns" was called the " Prince of
The Liberal Freemason, monthly mag., Wales' Grand Lodge," and that of the
" Ancients " the " Duke of Kent's Grand
Boston, Mass.
Freemason's Eepository, monthly. Provi- Lodge." The titles were used colloquially,
dence, R. I.
and not officially.
Masonic Token, monthly, Portland, Me.
Proclus. Known as the successor of
Looniis' Musical Journal, New Haven, Syrianus as the head of the Athenian school.
Conn.
Born in Constantinople, 412, died at Athens,
The Masonic Chronicle, Columbus, Ohio. 485. Proclus was a Neo-Platonist, and
Masonic Review, Cincinnati, Ohio.
waged war against the new religion of ChrisMystic Tie, Beverly, W. Virginia.
tianity, which caused him to be banished
Masonic Eclectic, Washington, D. C.
from the city but was subsequently readThe Masonic Journal, New York.
mitted.
His works were chiefly mysticail,
Hebrew Leader, weekly. New York.
such as devoting hymns to the sun, Venus,
or the poetic muses, and so far were harmN. Y. Dispatch, weekly. New York.
El Delta, weekly. New York.
less.
The Brooklyn Review, weekly, BrookPropylseiiin (also Propylon). The
court or vestibule in front of an edifice.
lyn, N. Y.
Evening Chronicle, Philadelphia, Pa.
Psateriaus. A sect of Arians who
The Keystone, weekly, Philadelphia, Pa. maintained, at the Council of Antioch, a.
D. 360, that the Son was dissimilar to the
The Progress, Vicksburg, Miss.
Voice of Masonry, monthly, Chicago, Father in will that He was n)ade from
nothing; and that in God, creation and
111.
generation were synonymous terms.
Masonic Advocate, Indianapolis, Ind.
Pulleii, TVilliaui Hyde. An emiMasonic Home Journal, Louisville, Ky.
.

;

;

60

PUNJAUB

1018

RAPHAEL

ADDESDUSI.

nent and accomplished craftsman of England, who has become renowned among
English and American " workmen " for his
excellence in the conduct of the forms and
varied ceremonies of Masonry.
Puujaub. Freemasonry was founded
in Punjaub, India, in 1872, by an ardent
Mason, W. Bro. Major Henry Basevi, but
whose failing health caused him to forsake

books of the worshippers of Vishnu and of
Siva, forming, with the Tantras, the basis
of the popular creed of the Brahmanical
Hindus. There are about 18 Puranas, and

his post shortly thereafter, leaving as his
successor Major M. Bamsay, who became
K. W. D. Grand Master. By last returns
received there were 21 Lodges, aggregating
725 members. Ic is reported authoritatively
that in 1S79 the institution maintained,
clothed, and educated twenty-one children.
Pui'auas. ("Knowledge.") The text-

number about

many more minor works, called Upapuranas, all written in Sanskrit, and founded
to some extent upon the Mahabharata and
Ramfiyana. .Otherwise their date is very
uncertain. The followers of Brahmanism
as

175,000,000.
society of SussU
negroes exercising similar powers to, and
for a somewhat similar purpose as, the

Piirrah, The.

A

Vehmgericht.

Pursuivant. The third and lowest
order of heraldic officers.
In Masonry,
the lowest officer in rank except the Tyler,
if

he

may be termed an

officer.

Q.
(Heb. p, Q or K, Koph.) The seventeenth letter in the English and modern
In the Phoenician or
Latin alphabets.
Ancient Hebrew its form, was one circle
within another.
Its numerical value is
100. The Canaanite signification is ear.
<l.

Quadririuui audTririuui. The
seven liberal arts and sciences. The Quadrivium, in the language of the schools,
were the four lesser arts, arithmetic, music,
geometry, and astronomy while the Trivium were the triple way to eloquence by the
study of grammar, logic, and rhetoric.
;

A

<tualificatious of Candidates.

free man, uninfluenced and unimportuued by Masonic companions, coming of
bis own will, without expectation of re-

ward or with

sinister intention, possessing

a favorable impress of the Brotherhood
from whatever other source, willing to sub-;
mit to the forms and usages of the society,
imbued with a belief in the Almighty and
ever-living God, leading a virtuous life,
of lawful age, yet not in dotage, and possessed of moral courage, reasonable intelligence and education. And in the United
States not physically blemished by material imperfections of the body.
Quetzialcoatl. The Mexican idea
of the Deity of Enlightenment. The spiritman. from whom they received their civilization, and for whose second coming they
wait. Him for whom they mistook Cortez,
and therefore welcomed him with joy.

R.
Slieet.

A term

sometimes

letter in

given to one of the

common

properties

alphabets. The word Resh signifies /orehead, and in the Phoenician and hieroglyphic character is thus repre-

known

R.

(Heb. 1, ResL) The eighteenth
the English and other Western

nsented.

numerical value is
as a name
of God is "),"7"1, jRoAwm, signifying clemency.
200,

Its

and the equivalent

Rainbow, Tlie Most Ancient
Oj'der of

A

secret association
tl»e.
existing in Moorfields in 1760.

Raising

to Master Masons.

Raniayana.

The great epic of ancient India, deemed a sacred writing by
its people, narrating the history of Rama,
or Vishnu incarnate, and his wife Siva.
It contains about 24,000 verses, in seven
books, written in Sanskrit, and is ascribed
to Vaimtki, who lived about the beginning
of the Christian era.

Raipliael.

(Hebrew

interpretation,

:;

;

EED
"The

healing of God.'*) The title of an
a Rose Croix Chapter. The name
of the angel, under the Kabhalistical system, that governed the planet Mercury.
A messenger.
officer in

Ked
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Brother. The

sixth and last
degree of the Swedenborgian system.
Beveli&tiuii. An extract from Mackenzie's Royal Masonic Cyclopiedia says
upon this subject: "With infinite learning
and patience the author of The Book of
God, who preserves strict anonymity, has
endeavored to show that the work (Apocalypse) was originally revealed to a prima;val John, otherwise Cannes, and identical
with the first messenger of God to man.
This theory is sufficiently remarkable to be
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The devotees of Martinez
Pasqualis, the founder, were called Martinistes, and were partly Hermetic and
partly Swedenborgian in their teachings.
and Toulouse.

Martinez was a religious man, and based
his teachings partly on the Jewish Kabbala
and partly on hermetic supernaturalism.
The grades were as follows: 1. Apprenti;
2. Compagnon
3. Mattre
4. Grand Elu
5. Apprenli Coen
6. Compagnon Coeu ;
7. Maitre Coen
8. Grand Architecte
9.
;

;

;

;

;

Grand Commandeur.

Rose Croix, Jewel of

the.

Al-

though there are six well-known Rose
Croix degrees, belonging to as many sysr
tems, the jewel has invariably remained
the same, while the iuterpretatiou has some-

mentioned here. The Messengers, twelve
number, are supposed by the author to
appear at intervals of 600 years. Thus:
1, Adam, A. M. 3000
2, Enoch, A. M. 3G00;

in

;

Fohi, A. M. 4200; 4, Brigoo, A. M. 4800;
5, Zarathustra, A. M. 5400; 6, Thoth, A. M.
6000 7, Amosis or Moses, A. M. 6600 8,
Laotse, a. m. 7200 ; 9, Jesus, A. m. 7800
10, Mohammed, A. M. 8400; 11, ChengizKhan, A. M. 9000; and, 12, the twelfth
messenger yet to be revealed, A. M. 9600."
With the aid of this theory, the whole
history of the world, down to our own
days, is shown to be foretold in the Apocalypse and although it is difficult to agree
with the accomplished writer's conclusions,
supported by him with an array of learning and a sincere belief in what is stated,
no one with any taste for these studies
should be without this wonderful series of
books. The same author has published, in
two volumes, a revised edition of the Book
of Enoch, with a commentary, and he promises to continue, and, if possible, complete
3,

;

;

,

his design.

Revels, Master of tlie. An officer
attached to the royal or other eminent
household, whose function it was to preside when the members and guests were at
refreshment, physical and intellectual, to
have charge of the amusements of the court
or of the nobleman to whose house he was
attached during the twelve Christmas holidays.
In Masonic language, the Junior
Warden.

Revestiary

The wardrobe, or place
keeping sacred vestments. Distinctive
costumes in public worship formed a part
not only of the Jewish, but of almost all
the ancient religions. The revestiary was
common to them all. The Master of the
Wardrobe became a necessity.
for

Rite des Eltis Coens, on Pr@A system adopted in 1750, but
tres.
which did not attain its full vigor until
twenty-five years thereafter, when Lodges
were opened in Paris, Marseilles, Bordeaux,

what

differed.
There is here presented the
usual jewel of a Rose Croix Knight, and
also that of the M. Wise Sov.of an English
Chapter.

Rosicrucians,

Ancient

and

Modern. The

Rosicrucian Society, instituted in the fourteenth century, was an
extraordinary Brotherhood, exciting curiosity and commanding attention and scrutiny.
The members delved in abstruse studies
many became Anchorites, and were en-

mystic philosophy and theThis strange Fraternity, asserted
by some authorities to have been instituted
by Roger Bacon near the close of the thirteenth century, filled the world with renown
as to their incomprehensibledoctrines and
presumed abilities. They claimed to. be
the exponents of the true Kabbala, as emgrossed
osophy.

in
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bracing theosophy as well as the science
of numbers. They were said to delve in
strange things and deep mysteries; to be
en wrapt in the occult sciences, sometimes
vulgarly termed the " Black Art; " and in
the secrets of magic and sorcery, which are
looked upon by the critical eyes of the
world as tending to the supernatural, and
a class of studies to be avoided.
These mystics, for whom great philanthropy is claimed, and not without reason,
are heard of as early as the commencement
of the fourteenth century, in the person of
Raymond Lully, the renowned scholiast
and metaphysical chemist, who proved to
be an adept in the doctrines taught at the
German seat of hermetic learning in 1802,
and who died in 1315. Fidelity and secrecy
were the first care of the Brotherhood.
They claimed a kinship to the ancient
philosophies of Egypt, the Chaldeans, the
Magi of Persia, and even the Gymnosophists of India. They were unobtrusive
and retiring in the extreme. They were
learned in the principles and sciences of
chemistry, hermeticism, magnetism, astrology, astronomy, and theosophy, by which
they obtained great powers through their
discoveries, and aimed at the universal solvent the Philosopher's Stone thereby
striving to acquire the power of transmuting baser metals into silver and gold, and
of indefinitely prolonging human life. As
a Fraternity they were distinct from the
Kabbalists, lUuminati, and Carbonari, and
in this relation they have been largely and
unpleasantly misrepresented.
Ignorance
and prejudice on the part of the learned as
to the real purposes of the Rosicniciaus,
and as to the beneficence of that Fraternity, has wrought them great injustice.
Science is infinitely indebted to this Order.
The renowned reviverof Oriental literature,
John Eeuchlin, who died in 1522; the
famous philosopher and classic scholar,
John Picus di Mirandola, who died in
1494; the celebrated divine and distinguished philosopher, Cornelius Henry
Agrippa, who died in 1535; the remarkable chemist and physician, John Baptist
Von Heluiont, who died in 1644; and the
famous physician and philosopher, Robert
Fludd, who died in 1637, all attest the
power and unquestioned prominence of tlie
famous Brotherhood. It is not the part of
wisdom to disdain the Astrological and
Hermetic Association of Elias Ashmole,
author of the Way to Bliss. All Europe

—

—

was permeated by this secret organization,
and the renown of the Brotherhood was
preeminent about the year 1616. Wessel's
FamaJ^-aternUa/u, the curious work SecrePhilosophicB Comklerafis, and Cnm
Con/essione Fratemiiaiia, by P. A. Gabella,

tlorii

ROYAL

with Fludd's Apologia, the Ghemische Hochof Christian liosenkreuz, by Valentine
Andrae; and the endless number of volumes, such as the Pama Rainissa, establish
the high rank in which the Brotherhood
was held. Its curious, unique, and attractive Rosaic doctrines interested the masses
of scholars of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. With the Rosicrucians
worldly grandeur faded before intellectual
elevation.
They were simple in their attire, and passed individually through the
world unnoticed and unremarked, save by
deeds of benevolence and humanity.
The Modem Society of Rosicrucians was
given its present definite form by Robert
Wentworth Little, of
England, but a few years
zeit

ago

;

it is

founded upon

the remains or the embers of an old German
association which had
come under his observation during some of
his researches. Br'other
Little Anglicized it, giving it more perfect sys-

The purpose of
Robert Wentworth Little was to create a literary organization, having
in view a base for the
tem.

collection and deposit
archaeological
and
historical subjects pertaining to Freemasonry,
secret societies in general,
and interesting
provincial matter ; to
inspire a greater disposition to obtain historical
truth and to displace
error ; to bring to light
much in relation to a certain class of scientists and scholars, and the results of their

of

life-labors, that were gradually dying away
in the memories of men.
To accomplish
this end he called about him some of his

most prominent English and Scottish Masonic friends inclined to literary pursuits,

and they awarded their approval and hearty
co-operation. SeeJ?osic)'Mcia»ji«j«,MACKEY.

Royal Arch Grand Bodies in
America. The first meeting of delegates out of which arose the General

Grand

Chapter was at Boston, October 24, 1797.
The convention adjourned to assemble at
Hartford, in January, 1798, and it was there
the Grand Chapter of the Northern States
of America was organized. Again, on the
9th of January, 1799, an adjourned meeting was held, whereat it was resolved to
change its name to that of " General Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern States

EOYAL

of America." Ou January 9, 1806, the
present designation was adopted, to wit:
" The General Grand Chapter of Eoyal

Arch Masonry

for the U. S. of America."
Yorlf was determined upon as the
place for the first convocation, September,
1812, and the sessions to be made septennial.
It failed to meet at the appointed
time, but an important convocation was
held in New York city on June 6, 181C.
Joseph K. Wheeler, G. Secretary, in his
introduction to the Records of Capitular
Masonry in the State of Connecticui, says,
after mentioning the names of the Chapters represented at the organization of the
Grand Chapter in 1798 " In tracing their
history it will be observed that all of these
Chapters obtained their authority from a
Washington Chapter in the city of New
Yorlc, with the exception of Vanderbroeck,
No. 5," chartered at an early date, by the G.
Chapter of New York, after which no more
Chapters were established by any authority
outside the jurisdiction of Connecticut except Lynch Chapter, No. 8, located at Reading, and Weston, which was chartered by
the Grand Chapter of N. York, August 23,
1801, which charter was signed by Francis
Lynch, H. P. Grand Chapter of R. A. Masons; James Woods, King; and Samuel
Clark, Scribe ; which was admitted to membership in G. Chapter of Conn., May 19,
1808.
It is of interest here to note that the oldest Chapter in New York State is Ancient,
No. 1, whose date of origin is lo-st, its records up to 1804 having been destroyed by
fire, but tradition fixes the year 1763.
For
years it wielded the powers of a Grand
Chapter, and until 1799 was known as the
Old Grand Chapter. It granted charters

New

:

for

Chapters in

New

and Connecticut. In

York,

this last

New

Jersey,
State

named

it issued a charter to Lynch Chapter (see
above), which was received into full fellowship by the G. Chapter of Connecticut, although the G. Chapter of New York had
been in existence some time before the
charter was issued.
On the formation of the Grand Chapter
of the State of New York, the numbers 1
and 2 were left vacant for the acceptance
of Old and Washington Chapters (which
latter was an offspring of the former), who
at that time refused to place themselves

under

its jurisdiction.
ter enrolled itself as "

State

In 1806, Old ChapAncient " under the

Grand Body, accepted the number

one, and was further honored by having its
H. Priest, James Woods, elected Dep. G.

H.

Priest.

.

Also see Pennsylvania.

Royal Arch Masonry, Massadiusetts.

A

RUSSIA
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and record of St. Andrew's Chapter in Boston is to trace early Royal Arch Masonry
in Massachusetts.
The following is extracted from Comp. Thomas Waterman's
admirable history of St. Andrew's Royal
Arch Chapter, the result of much earnest
research " The first meeting recorded of
:

Chapter was held on the 28lh of August, 1769, and was then styled the Royal
Arch Lodge, of which R. W. James Brown
was Master." It is presumable this Lodge
derived its authority from the Grand Lodge
(Ancients) of England, as did that of the
same name in Philadelphia, whereby it was
authorized to confer the Holy Royal Arch
this

Degree.

Comp. Waterman adds " It appears by
the record that the Degrees of 'Excellent,
Super-Excellent, and Royal Arch' were
conferred in the Royal Arch Lodge." Winthrop Gray, on April 17, 1770, was elected
Master. On the succeeding May 14, " Most
Worshipful Joseph Warren, Esq.," was
made a Royal Arch Mason. No record
appears between March 26, 1773, and
March 20, 1789. In an old register-book,
dated April 1, 1789, is found "Original;
members, April 1, 1789, M. E. William
McKeen, H. P." The next recorded election, October 21, 1790, gives William McKeen, R. A. Master. " On November 28,
1793, the Degree of Mark Master was connected with the other Degrees conferred in
the Chapter."
"January 30, 1794, the
words Royal Arch Chapter are used for
the first time in recording the proceedings
of the Chapter."
" The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts was organized by delegates from
St. Andrew's Chapter, Boston, and King
Cyrus' Chapter, Newburyport, who assembled at Masons' Hall, in the Green Dragon
Tavern, Boston, on Tuesday, the 13th of
March, A. D. 1798."
Riichlel. In the old Jewish Angelology, the name of the angel who ruled the
air and the winds. The angel in charge of
one of the four tests in Philosophic Masonry.
:

'

'

Russia, Secret

Societies of.
founded about 1740, by
SeliwanoiF, on the ruins of an anterior sect,
the Chlysty, which was originated by a
peasant named PliilippofT, in the seventeenth century. The Skopzis practise selfFirst, the Skopzis,

mutilation and other horrors.
rich,

They

are

and abound throughout Russia and in

Bulgaria.
Second, the Montainists, who
declare that they have a " living Christ," a

"living Mother of God," a "living Holy
and twelve "living Apostles."
Their ceremonies are peculiar and but
little resembling those of Masonry,
Spirit,"
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S.
S. (Heb. D, Sameeh.) The nineteenth
letter in the English alphabet. Its numer-

The

ical value is 60.

the Deity is in the
FalcUus or Firmas.

(Zedukim.)
A sect
Saddiicees.
name Somech, Ip'O, called from its founder Sadoc, who lived
The Hebrew letter about 250 years B. c. They denied the

and mode of

life.

Some-

times written saud.

Sabbal.

("

The Burthen.") The name

of the sixth step of the mystic ladder of
Kadosh of the A. A. Scottish Rite.
Sac*elliiiii.

out roof.
church.

An

books.

sacred application to

Shin (a tooth, from its formation, JJ') is
of. the numerical value of 300.
Saadh. One of a certain Indian sect,
who have embraced Christianity, and who
in some respects resemble the Quakers in
their doctrine

being a summary of the Avesta, or sacred

A walled

inclosure with-

ornamental chapel within a

Sacred Kiaw. The first Tables of Stone,
Commandments, which were delivered
to Moses on Mount Sinai, are referred to
in a preface to the Mishna, bearing this
tradition: "God not only delivered the
Law to Moses on Mount Sinai, but the
explanation of it likewise. When Moses
or

resurrection, a future state, and the existence of angels. The Sadducees are often
mentioned in the New Te.stament, the
Talmud, and the Midrash. The tenets
of the Sadducees are noticed as contrasted
with those of the Pharisees. While Jesus
condemned the Sadducees and Pharisees,
he is nowhere found criticising the acts,
words, or doctrines of the third sect of the
Jews, the Essenes wherefore, it has been
strongly favored that Jesus was himself
one of the last-named sect, who in many
excellent qualities resembled Freemasons.
Sagitta. The keystone of an arch.
The abscissa of a curve.
;

Saint Andrew.
Brother of St. Peter
and one of the twelve
Apo^les, He is held
in high reverence by
the Scotch, Swedes,
and Russians. Tradition says he was
crucified on a cross
thus shaped, X, Orders of knighthood

came down from the Mount and entered
into his tent, Aaron went to visit him, and
Moses acquainted Aaron with the Laws he
had received from Grod, together with the
explanation of them. After this Aaron
placed himself at the right hand of Moses,
and Eleazar and Ithamar (the sons of
Aaron) were admitted, to whom Moses
repeated what he had just before told to
Aaron. These being seated, the one on
the right hand, the other on the left hand
of Moses, the seventy elders of Israel, who
compose the Sanhedrim, came in, and
Moses again declared the same laws to
them, as he had done before to Aaron and
his sons. Lastly, all who pleased of the
common people were invited to enter, and
Moses instructed them likewise in the same
manner as the rest. So that Aaron heard
four times what Moses had been taught by
God upon Mount Sinai, Eleazar and Ithamar three times, thei seventy elders twice,
and the people once. Moses afterwards
reduced the laws which he had received
into writing, but not the explanation of
them. These he thought it sufficient to
trust to the memories of the above-mentioned persons, who, being perfectly instructed in them, delivered them to their
children, and these again to theirs, from
age to age,"
The Sacred Law is repeated in the ritunl
of the Fourteenth Degree A. A. Scottish
Rite.

Sadda.
gates.)

A

bavebeen established
in his name.
See

KnigMs ofSt. A ndrew,

Mackey,
Saint Constantine. Order of.
Presumed to have been founded by the
Emperor Isaac Angelus Comnenus, iu
1190.

Sakinat. The Divine presence.

The

Shekinah, which see,

Sakti. The female energy of Brahma,
of Vishnu, or especially of Siva.
This
lascivious worship was inculcated in the
Tantra (" Instrument of Faith "), a Sanskrit work, found under Various forms, and
regarded by its numerous Brahmanical and
other followers as a " fifth Veda."
Salaam. The name of the Arabic
form of salutation, which is by bowing
the head and bringing the extended arms
from the sides until the thumbs touch, the
palms being down.
Saladin. More properly Salah-eddin, Yus.^uf ibn Ayub, the Sultan of Egypt
and Syria, in the time of Richard CoBurde-Lion, and the founder of the Ayubite
dynasty. As the great Moslem hero "of the
(Persian Sadthr, the hundred thiitd Crusade, and the beau-ideal of Ikloswork iu the Persian tongue, lem chivalry, he is one of the most impos-

—

"

;

SAKDALPHON

ing characters presented to us by the history of that period. Born at Takreit, 1137
died at Damascus, 1193. In his manhood
he had entered the service of Noureddin.
He became Grand Vizier of the Fatimite
Calif, and received the title of " the Victorious Prince."
At Noureddin's death,
Salah-ed-din combated the succession and
became the Sultan of Syria and Egypt.
For ten succeeding years he was in petty
warfare with the Christians, until at Tiberias, in 1187, the Christians were terribly
punished for plundering a wealthy caravan
on its way to Mecca. The king of Jerusalem, two Grand Masters, and many warriors were taken captive, Jerusalem stormed,
This
and many fortifications reduced.
roused Western Europe; the kings of
France and England, with a mighty host,
soon made their appearance; they captured Acre in 1191, and Richard Coeur- deLion, with an invading force, twice defeated the Sultan, and obtained a treaty in
1192, by' which the coast from Jaffa to
Tyre was yielded to the Christians.
Salah-ed-din becomes a prominent character in two of \he Consistorial degrees of
the A. Ai, Scottish Rite, mainly exemplifying the universality of Masonry.
Sandalphoii. In the Rabbinical
system of Angelology, one of the three
angels who receive the prayers of the Israelites and weave crowns from them.
Longfellow availed himself of this idea in
one of his most beautiful poems.

Sardinia. Freemasonry was introduced into this kingdom in 1739, when
Piedmont and Savoy were made a province.
Sastra. One of
Hindu law.
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Arch Herald, Arch Scribe, Arch Auditor,
and Arch Mute. It promises overmu.ch.
The foregoing figure is termed the Mystery of the Apex.
Saxony. The first Masonic Lodge in
Saxony appeared at Dresden, in 1738;
within four years thereafter two others had
been established in Leipzig and Altenburg.
The Grand Body was formed in 1812.
("White Ox," or
Schor-Iiaban.
morally, " Innocence.") The name of the
Second step of the Mystic Ladder of Kadosh of the A. A. Scottish Rite.
Scorpion. A genus of Arachnida, of
numerous species, with an elongated body,
but no marked division between the thorax
and abdomen. Those of the south of Europe
and on the borders of the Mediterranean

have six eyes. This reptile, dreaded by
the Egyptian, was sacred to the goddess
Selk, and was solemnly cursed in all temples once a year.
Scottisli Rite, A. A. See Supreme
Councils.

Scroll.

The

written portion of the

Jewish law, read at stated periods before
the congregation, and preserved in the synagogue with great security.
Sefldd Sclianiagan. A secret Moslem Society, called also the Candidati, from
being clothed in white. They taught that
the wicked would be transformed, after
death, into beasts, while the good would be
reabsorbed into the Divine Creator. The
chief was known as the Veiled Prophet.
Sejjin. The Arabic register of all the
wicked, also the

title

of the residence of

Eblis.

Selamu Aleikum, Es.

The Ara-

bic salutation of " Peace be with

you

;

the response "Aleikum
expressions are prominently in use by ancient Arabic associations.
Semelins. An officer in the Sixth
Degree of the Modern French Rite, known
as the Grand Master of Dispatches.

Sat B'liai, Royal Oriental Or- which meets with
der of the. Said to have originated in es Selaam." These
India, and so named after a bird held sacred by the Hindus, whose flight, invariably
in sevens, has obtained for the Society the
appellation of the " Seven Brethren," hence

Senses, Seren.

See Man.

Sepbora. Wife of Moses, and daughRaguel or Jethro, Priest of Midian.
Mentioned in the Fourth Degree of the
French Rite of Adoption.

ter of

Seraphim.
gular

t^ei-aph,

Sin(Heb., D'filtJ'-)
signifying " burning, fiery."

Celestial beings in attendance upon Jehovah, mentioned by Isaiah. Similar to the

Cherubim, having the human form, Uce,
voice, two hands, and two feet, but six
wings, with four of which they cover their
face and feet as a sign of reverencewhile with two they fly. Their specific
office is to sing the praises of the Holy One,
and convey messages from heaven to earth.
Seraphim, Order of. A Swedish

—

the name. It embosoms seven degrees
Arch Censor, Arch Courier, Arch Minister,

Rite, instituted in 1334, revived in 1748.

;
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:

:
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The number

of knights, exclusive of the new phase, which gave rise to festivals to
was twenty-four.
Luna being correspondingly celebrated ;
Setting-Manl. A wooden hammer the day so set apart was known as Moonused by Operative Masons to "set" the day, or the second day of the week, that
stones in their proper positions. It is in following Sun-daj.
"The Moon, whose
Speculative Masonry a symbol, in the phases marked and appointed their holy
Third Degree, reminding us of the death days "
(Cicero,
TUscuton Disputations,
of the builder of the Temple, which is said Book I., ch. 28). In the Hebrew, Syrian,
to have been eflfected by this instrument. Persian, Phoenician, Chaldean, and Saxon,
In some Lodges it is very improperly used the word Seven signifies /till or complete,
by the Master as his gavel, from which it and every seventh day after the first quartotally differs in form and in symbolic sig- ter the moon is complete in its change.
nification.
The gavel is a symbol of order In all countries the moon is best known
and decorum ; the setting-maul, of death under the beautiful figure of the unveiling
by violence.
Queen of Heaven.
Seven. The sun was naturally the
royal family,

great central planet of the ancient seven,
and is ever represented as the central light
of the seven in the branched candlestick.
Of the days of the week one was known as
Sol's day, or Sunday, aud as the Sun
was the son of Saturn, he was ushered in by his father
Saturn (or Saturday), whom he superseded. The Jews
got their Sabbath
from the BabyloX
y
"^
nians about 700 B.C.
i^AncFavths, p. 863
also see PhiJjo Judaeus, Josephus, and Clanenf of Alexandria), while Sol's day dates
from time immemorial, and was always a
sacred one. In a phallic sense, when the
sun has been in conjunction with the
moon, he only leaves Luna after impregnation, and as Forlong, iu his Bivers of
Life, expresses it, " the young sun is that
faint globe we so often see in the arms of
the new moon," which is in gestation with
the sun. The occult meaning of the word
Mi-mi perhaps is here revealed, as mentioned in 2 Kings xviii. 27, being defined
Firewater.
Mi is the name of the sun, and
as well signifies gold.
It is designated in
the musical scale, and is also the name of
fire in Burmese, Siamese, and cognate
tongues, as mentioned by Forlong in treating of the Early Faiths of Western Asia
(Vol. II., p. 65).
Next to the sun in beauty and splendor
the moon leads all the hosts of heaven.
And the Occidental, as well as the Oriental,
nations were strongly moved in their
imaginations by the awful majesty, the solemn silence, and the grancleur of that
brilliant body progressing nightly through
the starry vault : from the distant plains
of India to ancient Egypt, and even those
far-oflF lands where the Incas ruled, altars
were erected to the worship of the Moon.
On every seventh day the moon assumed a

^ —

The relative values of Seven In the
musical scale and in the ancient planetary
formula are as follows
Si

.

.

Moon

.

.

Ut

.

.

Mercury

.

Quicksilver.

.

.

.

Copper.

He
Mi
Fa

.

.

.

.

.

.

Venus
Sun
Mars

.

.

Sol

.

.

Jupiter.

.

La

.

.

Silver.

(Jold.

Iron.
Tin.

Saturn . . Lead.
The eminent professor of music, Carl
Bergstein, in connection herewith, furnishes the information that Guido Are.

tinus. Monk, in the eleventh century, the
great reformer of music, invented the staff,
several keys, and the names ui, re, mi,fa,
sol, la, si; they being taken from a prayer
to St. John to protect the voice, running

thus,
Uf queant laxis Sesonture fibris
Mira. gestornm jRimuli tuorum
Solve pollutl
Zobii reatiim. Sancte Johannes.

Tlie literal translation of

rendered

which would be

"

;;

SEVEN
For that

fhy

(or to enable) with expanded breast
servants are able to sing the praise of Thy

Deeds, forgive

the

polluted

SILENT

ADDENDUM.

lips

the

sins

uttered."

oped,

;
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manhood commences, and we become

competent to all civil acts; at four
times seven man is in full possession of his
strength at five times seven he is fit for
the business of the world; at six times
seven he becomes grave and wise, or never
at seven times seven he is in his apogee,
and from that time he decays; at eight
times seven he is in his first climacteric;
at nine times seven, or sixty-three, he is in
his grand climacteric, or years of danger;
and ten times seven, or threescore years and
ten, has, by the Royal Prophet, been pronounced the natural period of human life.
legally

;

The

syllable vi has since been changed for

the more satisfactory do.
In the year 1562 there was printed at
Leipzig a work entitled Heptalogium Virgilii
Salsburgensis, in honor of the number seven.
It consists of seven parts, each embracing
seven divisions. In 1624 appeared in London a curious work on the subject of numbers, bearing the following title, "The Secret
of Numbers according to Theological, Arithmetical, Geovietrical,

and Harmonical Com-

i^kalal Sltaloiii Abi.

(Hebrew,

A

putation ; drawn, for the better part, out of 'ax DlSt£' HiV.', Diripuit pacevi patri.)
those Ancients, as-well as Neoteriques. Pleas- covered word in the Fifteenth Degree of
ing to read, profitable to understand, open- the A. A. Scottish Eite.
ing themselves to the capacities of both
Sbalash Esriui. (Heb. Dnty;? \thv-)
learned and unlearned; being no other "Twenty-three," and refers to a day in the
than a key to lead men to any doctrinal month Adar, noted in the Sixteenth Deknowledge whatsoever." In the ninth gree of the A. A. Scottish Rite.
chapter the author has given many notaShaster. ("Instruction.") Any book
ble opinions from learned men, to prove held more or less sacred among the Hindus,
the excellency of the number seven. whether included in the Sruti or not. The
"First, it neither begets nor is begotten, Great Shasters comprise the Vedas, the
according to the saying of Philo. Some Upavedas, and the Vedangas, with their
numbers, indeed, within the compass of appended works of learning, including the
ten, beget, but are not begotten ; and that Puranas, the Bamayaua, and the Mahais the unarie.
Others are begotten, but bharata.
beget not, as the octonarie. Only the sepShebat. (n^B'-) The fifth month
tenaries have a prerogative above them all, of the Hebrew civil year, and correspondneither begets nor is begotten. This is its ing with the months January and Februfirst divinity or perfection.
Secondly, this ary, beginning with the new" moon of the
former.
is a harmonical number, and the well and
fountain of that fair and lovely Sigamma,
lecka. The password of
because it includeth within itself all man- the Order of Felicity. It is of Arabic
ner of harmony. Thirdly, it is a theologi- root, signifying, "Peace be with you!
cal
number, consisting of perfection.
Staeiuitic. One of the three historiFourthly, because of its compositure; for cal divisions of religion the other two
it is compounded of the first two perfect being the Turanian and the Aryan
and
numbers equal and unequal, three and four embraces Mosaism, Christianity, the Edfor the number two, consisting of repeated daic Code, and Moslemisra.
unity, which is no number, is not perfect.
Shcrmab, Insect. See Insect SherNow every one of these being excellent of mah.
themselves (as hath been demonstrated),
Sheslia. The seven-headed serpent
how can this number be but far more ex- floating in the cosmical ocean, upon which
cellent, consisting of them all, and partici- the throne of Brahma rested.
Shinto. The national worship of the
pating, as it were, of all their excellent
Japanese, and signifies the " path of the
virtues?"
Hippocrates says that the septenary gods." It is presumed to be more ancient
number, by its occult virtue, tends to the than the days of King Solomon, and is
accomplishment of all things, is the dis- analogous to sun worship.
penser of lite and fountain of all its changes
Slioulkain. (Heb. {'p'^lt?, Fimbria
and, like Shakespeare, he divides the life possessionis.)
Stolkin, mentioned in the
of man into seven ages. In seven months Ninth and other Degrees of the A. A. Scota child may be born and live, and not be- tish Rite.
fore.
Anciently a child was not named
Sijel, Al. The recording angel in Isbefore seven days, not being accounted lam.
fully to have life before that periodical day.
Silent Brotherliood. Dwellers in
The teeth spring out in the seventh month, the priories of Clugny and Hirsan in the
and are renewed in the seventh year, when eleventh century were placed under rigid
infancy is changed into childhood. At discipline as to speech. Those of Clugny
thrice seven years the faculties are devel- were the first to adopt the system of signs
•

Shelum

—

6D

65

—

:
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during the reign of Hezekiah. " He made
the pool and the aqueduct, and brought the
water into the city " (2 Kings xx. 20, Heb.
B.).
The discovery was an important one.
Prof. Sayce deduces the following : "That
the modern city of Jerusalem occupies very
little of the same ground as the ancient
one ; the latter stood entirely on the rising
ground to the east of the Tyropoeon valley,
the northern portion of which is at present
occupied by the Mosque of Omar, while
the southern portion is uninhabited. The
Tyropoeon valley itself must be the Valley
of the Sons of Hinnom, where the idolaters
of Jerusalem burnt their children in the
wardens and superiors.
fire to Moloch.
It must be in the southern
Siloam Inscription. An inscrip- cliff of this valley that the tombs of the
tion accidentally discovered in 1880 by a kings are situated," they being buried unnative pupil of Mr. Schick, a German ar- der the rubbish with which the valley is
chitect, who had long settled in Jerusalem. filled; and "among this rubbish must be
It is chiselled in the rock that forms the the remains of the city and temple desouthern wall of the channel which opens stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. Here, as well
out upon the ancient Pool of Siloam, and is as in the now obliterated Valley of the
partly concealed by the water. The present Cheesemakers, probably lie the relics of
modern pool includes the older reservoir, the dynasty of David."
supplied with water by an excavated tunHebrew inscriptions of an early date have
nel, 1708 yards long, communicating with hitherto long been sought for in vain.
the Spring of the Virgin, which is cut Seals and fragmentary inscriptions have
through the ridge that forms the southern heretofore been discovered.
Several of
part of the Temple Hill. The pool is on these seals have been found in Babylonia
the opposite side of the ridge, at the mouth and Mesopotamia, and are regarded as
of the Tyropoeon (Cheesemakers) valley, memorials of the Jewish exiles; but the
which is now filled with rubbish, and Schick discovery gives us a writing cerlargely built over.
tainly as old as the time of Isaiah.
The inscription is on an artificial tablet
Simorgta. A monstrous griffin, guarin the rock, about nineteen feet from the dian of the Persian mysteries.
opening upon the pool. The first intelliSirat, As or AI. See Al-Sirat.
" Sit L.HX et liUx Fnit." A motto
gible copy was made by Prof. A. H. Sayce,
whose admirable little work, called Fresh, frequently used in Masonry, although someLight from the Ancient Monumentg, gives times written, " Lux Fiat et Lux Fit," sigfull details.
Dr. Guthe, in March, 1881, nifying, " Let there be light, and there
made a complete /ac-simi/e of the six lines, was light ;" the strict translation from the
which read thus
Hebrew continues, "And the Lord took
" (Behold) the excavation
now this is care of the light, that it was useful, and
the history of the excavation. While the he divided the light from the darkness."
excavatoi-s were still lifting up the pick,
Sivan. (jVD.) The ninth month of the
each towards his neighbor, and while there Hebrew civil year, and corresponding with
were yet three cubits to (excavate, there the months May and June, beginning with
was heard) the voice of one man calling to the new moon of the former.
his neighbor, for there was an excess in
Sniaragdine, Tablet of Herthe rock on the right hand (and on the left). mes. The foundation of Hermetic knowAnd after that on the day of excavating, ledge, with an unknown author. Translated
the excavators had struck pick against pick, in the Oedipus Aegypiiacus.
one against the other, the waters flowed
Softas. Students in the universities
from the spring to the pool for a distance of Islam.
of 1200 cubits. And (part) of a cubit was
Soli Sanctissimo Sacrnni. (" Sathe height of the rock over the head of the cred to the most holy Sun.") Mentioned
excavators."
in the Twenty-eighth Degree, A. A. ScotThe engineering skill must have been tish Eite.
considerable, as the work was tortuous, and
Solomon's
Serpent
yet the excavators met at the middle. Worship.
The following description
There is no date, but the form of the let- of Solomon's Temple, by J. G. R. Forters show the age to be nearly that of the long, in his admirable work. Rivers
of Life,
Moabite stone. Scholars place the date should not be passed by in a Masonic enfor daily intercommunication,

which

sys-

tem, by consent or permissal, granted after
application through three special messengers from the priory of Hirsan, was adopted
by that priory in all its elaborateness, and
indeed enlarged and perfected by the wellknown Abbot William. The doctrine of a
perfect silence in such extensive communiThese
ties became noteworthy in history.
earnest and devoted men, under strong discipline, as "Conversi or barba/i/raters," were
encouraged by the abbeys of the Middle
Their labors were conducted in
Ages.
companies of ten each, under deans of the
monastery, who were in turn instructed by

!

Templeand

:

"

;
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cyclopaedia; his experience under many
qualifications renders his opinion entitled
to weighty thought, yet he rends the Masonic ideal and great central symbol most

wofuUy.
Forlong says the Temple was a poor imitation of the grand Egyptian temple near
Edfou, 20 miles south of Thebes. This
was 450 feet long and 140 feet broad, or
upwards of 14 times the size of the Hebrew
shrine, or that one of the Edfou temple
halls would swallow up the Jewish temple,
which was only 1 20 feet long, 40 broad, and
60 high; with a tower porch 40x20 feet
and 240 high and further, that it may
have been gilt like the Buddhist temples
in Burmah. The Holy of Holies was cut
off with " golden chains " from the rest of
the inner temple, and was 40 feet long
shrouded and bedecked with two hooded
serpents, called cherubim, and with chains
and garlands, which are serpent symbols.
The carvings, with like significancy, were
symbolic palm-trees, open flowers, and
cherubim, etc. Forlong continues, stating
that " according to the Arabic, Syrian, and
Alexandrian Bible, the porch should be
only 20 cubits high, but let us stand to the
orthodox Bible. That the ark-box with its
phallic tower is in accordance with the
whole of a Sivaik shrine that the towerporch is but the Egyptian obelisk, or the
Buddhist pillars, or those of Hercules which
stood near the Phojnician temple or the
spire of the Christian church. That the pillars Jachin and Boaz are within the towerporch. That an altar was an ark with a
mercy-seat,' or place of fire and sacrifice."
The following specifications and draw-
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" No. II. is a Block Plan of Site, showing
that the shrine is to be placed true east
and west, so that the Ark or altar may see
the morning sun of the midsummer sol-

:

;

;

'

ings are then given
" No. I. is a Ground Plan of Temple. This
has a total length of 120 feet, of
which the sanctum is 40 feet, and
oO 0»
beyond this, but separate, is the
spire and porch, 20 by 40 feet.
The Molten Sea (2Chron.iv. 10)
and a staircase appear to be on
each side at the entrance, whilst
in the porch is placed Jachin and
Boaz, the chariot of the sun, etc.
I am unable to comprehend the
details of windows and doors,
upper and lower stories, and partitions, owing to the imperfect
and often contradictory terms
given in Kings and Chronicles but in the
leading figures no architect can make a
mistake. Such temples are especially common amongst the phallic worshippers of

Mount Olivet, with a ray
bisects the inner and outer walls of
the inclosure, which I take to be trapezoidal in form, owing to the course of the
stice rise over

which

that bound the summit eastwardly.
" No. III. is a Longitudinal Section of
Temple. This gives details of spire and
position of the phalli, Jachin and Boaz,
and determines their height as something
between 50 and 60 feet, also the elevation,
etc., of the sanctum and oracle.
The ark
having been early lost, I place a plain
mahordeva or stone, which the Rev. T.
Wilson tells us was all that existed in
the second temple.
cliffs

"No. IV.

a Front
This
shows its appearance
from the front, with the
relative heights of temple in two stories ; but
the chroniclers are here
very defective, one making the sanctum portion
lower than the rest by
10 feet or so.
G. E. Forlong
J.
adopts two feet to a
is

Section of Porch.

Solomon's cubit, which
is the amount allowed

;

soutliern India.

A

lofty

usually adorns the front

;

entrance-porch

on entering we

find phallic poles, with altars for sacrifice,
etc.; and in the innermost recess the sanctuary or oracle of the Cultus.

by Sir Isaac Newton, and has been approved by eminent authority. At the entrance of the Temple stood the mighty
Baal, represented by chariots with horses
yoked, whilst ever around him and in the

—

:
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courts, sacred then to all heaven's other
orbs, were his priests, called chemorim,
burning incense to the sun, moon, and
twelve zodiac constellations.
There also
sat the temple-women weaving hangings,
which symbolized serpents. At the gate
of this "holy city of David and Solomon,"
where lived Joshua, the governor, were the
"high places" to phallic-worship, as Hindostau so well knows these, at the entering
in of all her cities.
In "the valley of

the sons of Hinnom " the drums of Tophim
were ever sounding, to drown firom the ears
of loving but fanatical parents the wiiils
and shrieks of their ofBpring, consigned
by ruthless and bloody priests into the red
hot stomach of the great brass god Moloch,
or else clasped by his horrid arms to his
burning frame. See Thnph.
mixed tradition
Soil of
states that Aynon was a son of Hiram
Abif, and was appointed master of the
workmen who hewed the cedars and shaped
the timber for the temple, and was recognized for his geometrical knowledge and
skill as an engraver.
Soter. An appellation implying " Saviour."
Spencer Maimserlpt'. Bro. Eichard Spencer, the celebrated Masonic bibliopolist of London, in the preface to his reprint of The Old Constitutions, published in
1871, says he possesses a Masonic tract of
twenty pages, printed in quarto, the title
of which IS as follows : " The beginning
and the first foundation of the most worthy
Craft of Masonry, with the charges thereunto belonging. By a deceased Brother,
for the benefit of his widow.
London
printed for Mrs. Dodd at the Peacock, without Temple Bar, 1739. Price sixpence.''
This, he thinks, is very like the Constituii(n%s 0/1726, printed by him in 1S70, and
is apparently copied from a similar manuscript.
The tract to which Bro. Spencer
refers has not been reprinted by him, but
the unknown manuscript of which it is
supposed to be a copy has been entitled the
Spencer Manuscript.
Sqnaruieii.
The companies of
Wrights, slaters, etc., in Scotland, in the
seventeenth century, were called "Squarmen." They had ceremonies of initiation,
and a word, sign, and grip, like the 5Iasons.
Lyon {Hist, of^ihe L. at Edinh.,
p. 23) says: "The 'Sc|uarmen Word' was
given in conclaves of journeymen and apprentices, Wrights, slaters, etc., in a ceremony in which the aspirant was blindfolded and otherwise 'prepared;' he was
sworn to secrecy, had word, grip, and sign
communicated to him, and was afterward
invested with a leather apron.
The entrance to the apartment, usually a public

Hiram. A

ST.

ANTHONY

house, in which the 'brithering' was performed, was guarded, and all who pa.'ised
had to give the grip. The fees were spent
in the entertaining of the brethren present.
Like the Miisons, the Squarmen admitted
non-operatives." In the St. Clair charter
of 1028, among the representatives of the
M.i.'^onic Lodges, we find the signature of

" George Liddell, deakin of squarmen and
now quartermaistir." This would show
that there must have been an intimate
connection between the two societies or
crafts.

A

Srntl.

("Revelation.'')
collective
those Sanskrit writings supposed
by the Hindus to have been revealed by a
deity, and applied at first only to the Vedic
Mantras and Brahmanas, l)ut afterward
extended to the older Upanishads.
The
SI. Albnn's Regulations.
regulations said to have been made by St,
Alban for the government of the craft are
referred to in the Stone MSS. cited by Anderson, in his second edition (p. 57), and
afterwards by Preston.
See <S/. Alban, in
body of this.work.
St. Anthony. An order taking its rise
from the life and habits of St. Anthony, the
hermit, who died about

name of

357.
His disciples,
called Ancliorites, nejir
Ethiopia, lived in austerity and solitariness
in the desert, until

John, emperor of Ethiopia, in 370, created
them a religious oi-der

of knighthood, and bestowed privileges upon
them under the title of
St.

Anthony, who was

made patron of the
empire. They established monasteries,
adopted a black habit,

and wore a blue cross in the shape of a Tau.
The vow embraced chastity, defence of
the Christian faith, to guard the empire,
obey their superiors, and go to war when
and wheresoever commands. Marriage required a license. There were two classes
combatants and non-combatants the second class being composed of those coo old
for military duty.
Yet ere they retired
they were required to serve three years
against Arabian pirates, three against the
Turks, and three against tlie Mooi-s.

—

The ancient monastery is in the deserts
of Thebais, surrounded by an oval wall
500 paces in circumference and 40 teet in
height.
It is entered by ropes let down
from the watoli house, the crane being
turned by monks. By age, the cells, which

:

JOHN

ST.
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by seven feet, have been
reduced from 300 to 40. Advantage had
been taken of one of nature's curiosities
in obtaining abundant water from a riven
rock, which is reached through a subterraneous passage of 50 paces, extending beyond tlie walls.
In France, Italy, and
Spain there are ecclesiastical and military
organizations styled Knights of St. Anthony, who wear a plain cross, the principals a double cross. The chief seat is at
Vienna. In the abbey rest the remains

Grand Chapters.
Florida
Georgia

of St. Anthony.
St. John, tlie ETangelist. The
elaborate and expressive coat-of-arms of
the German Masons, as taken from an
authentic old drawing (Heideloff), a. d.
1515, a representation of which will be
found in the third volume of Gould's History, p. 145, tends to show that Dr. Mackey
had overlooked the same (see p. 684) when
writing as to the age when the Evangelist
was known to Masonry, if the German
Masons of 1515 were legitimately our foreThe coat-offathers in the Fraternity.
arms has encrusted on a shield a ball,
toward the centre of which one point of
each of four compasses is directed, thus

Mississippi

are four by five

1029
Members.

191
883

Illinois

11,260
4,551
5,413
2,196
2,514

Indiana

Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana

800

Maine
Maryland

4,107
1,132
9,196
7,625
2,228
1,391
4,6U0
1,047

Massachusetts

Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri

Nebraska

Nevada
New Hampshire

412
2,279
2,355
15,159

New Jersey
New York

826
455

North Carolina

Nova

Scotia

Ohio
Oregon

9,507

Pennsylvania

Quebec

Rhode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

•

.

Vermont

651
10,044
431
1,634
369
2,378
3,406
1,977

Virginia
AVest Virginia

1,791

Wisconsin
General Grand Chapter

3,420

482
.

.

.

934
132,737

Statistics of Craft Masonry in
the United States of America, and those
countries lying north of the same, from
latest reports received up to July 1, 1884:
Grand Lodges.

this shield is

surmounted by an ornamental

breastplate and scroll-work of leaves, at
a
tlie superior portion of which, from
ducal crown, issues an eagle with uplifted
wings and a pen in its beak; in a circle
surrounding the head are the words "S.
Johannes Evangelista."

Statistics

of Capitular Ma-

sonry— Royal
States" of

Arch

— in

America, to July

Grand Chapters.

1,

the United
1884
:

Members.

Alabama

733

Arkansas

1,240
3,552
3,435

California

Canada
Colorado
Connecticut

642
4,027
.

Delaware
District of

Columbia

343
1,121

...

.
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Xo. of Sab-

Grand Lodges.

127
310
498

Hissoori

Montana
Kebraska

Nevada

New Brunswick
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Scotia.

Ohio .
Oregon
Pennsylvania
P. E. Island

Quebec
Island

.

Virginia

Washington.

321
70,700
8,065
2,801
31,359
2.981
35,829

454
2,840
3,654
5,201
15,434
17,514

46S
7,739
9,053
1,390
3,500
11,903

22
80
189
5

West Virginia
.

S

181

Utah
Vermont

Wyoming

939
4,417
1,247
1,961
7,987
11,946

412
428
8
100
234

.

.

21

101
20
34
75
14S

68
34

South CaroUua
Tennessee .
Texas

Wisconsin

8,065
8,897
24,594

723
244
67
470
51
382
12

.

Khode

Memliera.

ordinates.

Minnesota

Nova

ADDENDUM.

384

10,000

Statistics

Teiuple

of

tlie

587,321

Order of the

in all countries

wherein

it

has

been established, 1884:

Grand Gommanderies.

Alabama
Arkansas;
California

.
.

Colorado .
Connecticut
Georgia
Illinois

Indiana

Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
.

.

Louisiana

Haiue
Maryland

.

Sabor^

Mem-

dinates.

bers.

10
6
22

1,551

11

1,358

245
216
294

8

373

52
28
39
23
23

5,357
2,222
2,571
1,172
1,486

5
14
7

1,746

Massachusetts and Bhode Island

40

Michigan .
Minnesota

35
13

308
755
6,150
3,158
1,167

13

394

Missouri

42

Nebraska
New Hampshire

2,000

12
9
14

New Jersey
New York

56
13
16
9

757
791
791

54

North Carolina
Ohio
.

Pennsylvania
Tennessee
Texas

Vermont

.

485
1,123
1,142
6,771
107
4,164
6,321

STRASBURG
Grand Commanderies.

STRICT
larity in

many
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to symbolism, was : " The first learning of
the world consisted chiefly of symbols, the
wisdom of the Chaldeans, Phoenicians,
Egyptians, Jews, of Zoroaster, Sanchoniathon, Pherecydes, Syrus, Pythagoras,
Socrates, Plato, of all the ancients that have
come to our hand, is symbolic."

Strict Trial. ggg Vouching, in the
body of this work.
Stiikely, Dr. In accordance with the
Doctor's diary, he " was made a Mason,
January 6, 1721, at the Salutation Tavern,
Tavistock street, London, with Mr. Collins
Sun of Mercy, Society of tlie.
and Captain Rowe, who made the famous Of this Society little is known, but Antoine
"
diving engine." The Doctor adds
I was Joseph Pernetty the presumed author of the
the first person in London made a Free- 28th Degree, A. A. Scottish Rite, became a
mason in that city for many years. We had devotee to it, and induced Svvedenborg to
great difiiculty to find members enough to become a member. Its central point apperform the ceremony. Immediately upon pears to have been Avignon and Montthat it took a run, and ran itself out of breath pellier; and its nature Hermetic.
through the folly of its members." The
Supreme Councils, A. A. ScotStukely papers containing the Doctor's tish Bite. These Councils are organdiary are of continuous interest and ac- ized in almost every country of the world,
cording to Rev. W. C. Lukis, P. M., F. S. a number being under royal patronage, and
A., " Pain (or Payne) had been re-elected in many nations are the governing power
Grand Master in 1720, and Dr. Desagullers over all existing Masonry. A synoptical
was the Immediate Past Grand Master." history of all the Supreme Councils that
The last mentioned Brother pronouncing have ever existed, with the manner of
the Oration on June 24, 1721, at Stationers' their formation in chronological order, is
Hall: on the following St. John's Day published in the Froceedings of the Su(Evangelist), December 27, 1721, " We met preme Council for tlie Northern Masonic
at the Fountain Tavern, Strand, and by con- Jurtsdidi<m for 1881, pages 123-150. From
sent of the Grand Master present. Dr. Beal this article is taken the following list, givconstituted a new Lodge, where I was chosen ing the Supreme Councils which have reMaster." A trite remark of Dr. Stukely as ceived general recognition:
:

;

Supremo Council.

,
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was also stipulated and agreed upon a
treaty, involving highly important
ures, embraced within 23 articles,

measwhich

was concluded September 22, 1875. " The
intimate alliance and confederation of the
contracting Masonic powers extended and
extends under their auspices to all the subordinates and to all true and faithful Masons

of

respective jurisdictions."
" Whoever may have illegitimately and
irregularly received any Degree of the A.
A. Scottish Rite can nowhere enjoy the
prerogatives of a Freemason until he has
been lawfully healed by the regular Supreme Council of his own country." The
their

confederated powers again recognized and
proclaimed as Grand Constitutions of the A.
A.Scottish Rite, the constitutions and statutes adopted May 1, 1876, with the modifications and " Tiler " adopted by the Congress
of Lausanne, the 22d of September, 1875.
The dechxration and articles were signed
by representatives of eighteen Supreme
Councils, who recognized the territorial
jurisdictions of the following Supreme
Councils, to wit:

Northern Jur., U. S.
Central America,
Belgium,

Southern Jur., U. S.
England,
Canada,

Chili,

France,

Colon,
U. S. of Colombia,
Greece,

Hungary,

Ireland,

Scotland,

In the United States the number of this
and unenroUed, will approximate twenty-five thousand in the two Jurisdictions.
Its organizations are to be
found in every prominent city and many
towns, and in numerous instances possessing and occupying temples built specially
Rite, enrolled

accommodate its own peculiar forms,
elegant of structure and in appointments,
and of great financial value.
The progress of this Rite in the last half
century has been most remarkable, luid its
future appears without a cloud.
Sword, Revolriiie. With the Cherubim, Yahveh stationed at the gate of
Eden, "to keep the way of the tree of
Life," the lahat ha'hereb hammithhappeketh,
" The revolving phenomenon of the curved
sword," or " the naming blade of the sword
which turns." There were two cherubim,
one at each side of the gate. These angels,
or winged bulls, did not hold the weapon
in their hands, but it was apart, separate
from them. The lahat ha'/iereb was endowed with proper motion, or turned upon
itself.
There was but one, and presumably it was between the cherubim, suspended at a certain height in the air. Prof.
Lenormant, in speaking of this terrible
weapon, states, that " the circumference,
which was turned fully upon the spectator,
could have been full of eyes all around, and
that when the prophet says that they had
a circumference and a height that were
dreadful,' the second dimension refers to
the breadth of their rims," and when advancing with the cherubim against the irreverent intruder at the forbidden gate, it
would strike and cut him in pieces as soon
.IS it should graze him.
The symbolism
of this instrument has been fixed by Obry
as the tchakra of India, which is "a disk
with sharp edges, hollow at the centre,
which is flung horizontally, after having
been whirled around the fingers. "A weapon for slinging, shaped like a disk, moving horizontally with a gyratory motion,
like that of a waterspout, having a hollow
centre, that the tips of the fingers can pass
through, whence seven divergent rays issue
toward a circumference, about which are
studded fifty sharp points."
See Cheruto

'

Italy,

Mexico,

Peru,

Portugal,
Switzerland,

Argentine Republic,
Uruguay.
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Venezuela.

The same delegates, by virtue of the plenary powers they held, and by which they
were justified, promised, for their principals, to maintain and defend with all their
power, to preserve, and cause to be observed and respected, not only the territorial jurisdiction of the Confederated Supreme Councils represented in the said
Congress at Lausanne, and the parties
therein contracting, but also the territorial
jurisdiction of the other Supreme Councils
named in the foregoing table.
It is not possible to give statistics as to
the number of the A. A. Scottish Rite Masons in the world, but calculating those,
of whatever degree, who are governed by
Supreme Councils in the difierent nations,
it is but reasonable to presume one-half of
the entire Fraternity is of that Rite, and
as a matter of extensiveness, it is par excellence the Universal Rite.
In many nations there is no other Rite known, and
therein it confers all the degrees of its system, including the first three. Among the
English speaking Masons, it builds its
structure upon the York or the American
system of three degrees.

bim.

Syrian Rite. A

religious sect which
origin in Syria, and which was anciently comprehended in the patriarchates
of Antioch and of Jerusalem. It was an exceedingly flourishing system. Before the
end of the fourth century it numbered 119
distinct sees, with a population of several
millions. The liturgy is known as the Lit-

had

its

urgy of

St.

James.

Systyle. An arrangement of columns
in which the intercolumniatioa is equal to
the diameter of the column.

:
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T.
The twentieth

of the English
T.
alphabet, and the twenty-second and last
of the Hebrew. As a symbol, it is conspicuous in Masonry. Its numerical value
as a, Tet/i, is 9, but as Jl, ^A«". i* is 400.
See Tau, Mackey.
Tabaor. Toffet. Edom. Three obsolete names which are sometimes given to
the three Elect in the Eleventh degree in
the A. A. Scottish Rite.
Tablets, Engraved. A designation
frequently used in the A. A. Scottish Rite
for the book of minutes or record; as in
the Rose Croix Chapter is used the term
" engraved columns."
letter

threads make thirteen, which, with the
value of the Hebrew word tsitsith, 600,
accomplishes 613, the number of precepts
of the moral law, and which is the number
of letters in Hebrew composing the decalogue.
613 represents 248 positive precepts, or members of the human body, and
365 negative precepts, or number of human
veins. Jesus of Nazareth wore the tsitsith

"And

behold a

woman

.

.

.

came behind

him and touched the hem

of his garment"
(Matt. ix. 20) and he rebuked the Pharisees
for their ostentation in enlarging the " borders" (Kpd(77r£(5a, fringes) of their garments.
(Matt, xxiii. 6.)
Taljabad. Rendered in Hebrew thus
TiTbO, -'Angel of Water," and found in the
Twenty-ninth degree of the A. A. Scottish
Rite ritual.
Tanimuz. fQn. The tenth month
of the Hebrew civil year, and corresponding to the months June and July, beginning with the new moon of the former.
Peruvian triune
Tanga-Tango.
symbol, signifying " one in three and three
in one."
Tcbandalas. Mentioned in the /tistitutes of Manu as a class of pariahs, or the
lowest in society, but are referred to as the
inventors of brick for building purposes,
;

A

attested by Vina-Snati and Veda
Vyasa. In the course of time they were
banished from the towns, the rites of
burial, and the use of rice, water, and
as is

They finally emigrated, and became
the progenitors of great nations.
Tebetb. n^p. The fourth month
of the Hebrew civil year, and corresponding to the months December and January,
beginning with the new moon of the former.
fire.

Talitll. An oblong shawl worn over
the head or shoulders, named, from its
having four corners, the arba canphoth.
It is also called tsitsith, from the fringes
on which its holiness depends. The talith
is made of wool or camel's hair. The wool
fringe is carefully shorn and specially spun.
Four threads, one of which must be blue,
are pas-sed through eyelet holes made in
The threads being
the four corners.
double make eight. Seven are of equal
length; the eighth must twist five times
round the rest and be tied into five knots,
and yet remain equal in length to the
other seven.

6E

The

five

knots

and eight

Telamones.

Templar

See Caryatides.
Statistics. See Statistics

of the Order of the Temple.

Temple of Solomon,

Plan

of,

ac-

cording to the Talmud, Josephus (Antiquities, XV., xi. 6, etc.). and the best Jewish
authorities.
See The Talmud, by Joseph
Barclay, LL.D., published in London,

John Murray, Albemarle Street.
The Temple was located toward and

1878,

along the north of an extensive square,
walled and triple colonnaded. The Royal
Tyropoeon Bridge, being at the south-west
approach, led into the " Mountain of the
House," or Court of the Gentiles, which

PLAN

I

OF

TEMPLE.

X

SOUTH

NORTH

o

o

o

iU
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was a large open space for gathering of the
21. The Ascent to the Altar, the which it
people and procuring offerings. On either was not permitted to touch.
22. Court of Priests.
side of the openings through the wall
Length, 135 cubits;
round the courts were fixed the " Slabs of breadth, 11 cubits.
23. Place of Ashes.
Warning," one of which was discovered in
24. The Laver and its pedestal.
Jerusalem in 1871, and contains these
25. The Draw-well.
words " No stranger is allowed to pass
26. Steps to the Porch ;3+l + 2
4-jwithin the balustrade round tlie Temple
11 steps to the Porch.
and enclosure. If found, the offender 1
27. Two Pillars Jachin and Boaz.
must take the consequence, and his death
28. The Porch.
In length 70 cubits, in
:

+

=

(For general description of
Temple of Solomon, see ante, pages 796-8.)
No man was permitted to be irreverent
opposite the eastern gate of the Temple,
will follow."

for it is opposite the Holy of Holies.
No
man was to go on the " Mountain of the
House " with his staff, shoes, or purse, nor
with dust on his feet, nor is he to soit at
all.
It was also directed that every man
should greet his friend in Thk
as
;
it is said: "And behold Boaz came from
Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers,

Name

LORD be with you;' and they answered him, 'The LORD bless thee.'"
The priests guarded the Sanctuary in
three places: in the Houses of Abtinas,
Nitzus, and Moked; the younger priests
in the upper chambers.
The Temple services were arranged by a
'The

—

council of fourteen ^the High Priest, his
deputy the Suffragan, and twelve priests.

BEFEKENCES TO PLAN OF TEMPLE.
Wall round courts, with 13 openings.
The Chel ; space between smaller wall

1.
2.

and wall of
.3.

4.

23

court.

Shops.
Small Sanhedrin.

men

Contained 3 rows of

Eastern Gate. The chief gate, called
"Beautiful." (Acts iii. 2.)
chests at the
6. Court of Women, with
entrances for offerings.
7. Chamber of Wood, arranged for each
day's use.

Chamber of Nazarites,

offerings
9.

and burning

Chamber

for boiling peace-

hair.

of Lepers, where they shaved

their hair.
10. Chamber of Oil, for
flour-offerings.

the candlestick

and

Contained 3
11. Second Small Sanhedrin.
rows of 23 men each.
12. Chambers of Music, under the court,
for instruments and vocal practice.
13. Gate of Nicanor, approached by 15
steps.
14.

Court of Israel.

Length, 187 cubits;

breadth, 11 cubits.
15. Chambers of Vestments and Spioery.
landing of 3 steps.
16. I'lace of Blessing.

A

17.

Chambers

for salt, water,

Slaughter-house.
19. Tables of Cleansing.
20. Altar of Burnt-offerings.
18.

breadth 1] cubits.
29. Chambers of Broken Knives.
30. Veil at entrance of Porch, 20 by 40
cubits.
31. Unoccupied space, called "Circumfer-

ence" and "The Descent of Rain-water."
32. Chambers round Sanctuary
3 tiers,
;

one above the other

;

total, 38.

33. The Middle
Chamber, but not so
specially designated.
Two tiers high.
34. Door of Sanctuary ; 10 by 20 cubits.
35. Golden Altar of Incense.
36. Candlestick.
37. Golden Table of Shewbread.
38. Two golden Pedestals, on which to
temporarily place the blood of the bullock
and goat.
39. Two Veils, within the traksin, or partition-wall, which was a cubit in width. The
veils did not touch each other by three handbreadths ; hence the separation of the Holy
Place from the Holy of Holies.
40. Holy of Holies ; 20 by 20 cubits.
Ark, resting on Stone of Foundation.
. 41.
42. Chamber of Moked (Burning), and
chambers for sheep, baking, etc.
43. House of Nitzus, for the guards.
44. Gates.
45. Chambers for supply of water and

wood.

each.

5.

8.

—

and

skins.

Chamber of Hewn

46.

Stone,

for

Great

Sanhedrin 3 rows of 23 men each.
47. Water-gate for the Altar.
;

48.

Upper Chamber of Abtinas.

A

watch-

chamber.

Ten Expressions. Using, as do the
Rabbins, the expression, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth," as one, we find nine other expressions in the first chapter of Genesis in
which "God said;" thus making ten expressions by which the world was created.
There were ten generations from Adam to
to show that God was long-suffering
before he deluged the earth. For a similar
reason, says the Talmud, there were ten
generations from Noah to Abraham, until
the latter " took the reward of them all."
Abraham was proved with ten trials. Ten
miracles were wrought for the children of
Israel in Egypt, and ten at the Red Sea.
Ten plagues afflicted the Egyptians in
Egypt, and ten at the Red Sea. And ten
miracles were wrought in the Holy Temple.
See Ten, p. 805.

Noah,
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A

deity held in
Tensio-Dai-Sin.
adoration by the Japanese; the zodiacal
sua, with its twelve constellations, as the
representative of the god and his twelve
apostles.
This omnific being, like the zodiacal light, of triangular form, seen only
in the evening after twilight and in the
morning before dawn, and whose nature is
unknown, is possessed of ineffable attributes, inexpressible and unutterable, with
a supreme power to overcome eruptions of
nature and the elements. Like unto Masonry, there are four periods of festival,
to wit, in the third, fifth, seventh, and
jiinth of the third, fifth, seventh, and
ninth months. The initiates are called
Jammabos, and wear aurora-colored robes,
like unto the light of the dawn of day.
Ternary Allusions. Some of the
well-considered and beautiful thoughts of
Rev. George Oliver on Ternary Allusions
as applicable to the construction of the
Temple services of Solomon are the three
principal religious festivals the Feast of
Passover, of Pent«cost, and of Tabernacles.
The Camp was threefold. The Tabernacle,
with its precinct, was called "The Camp
of the Divine Majesty;" the next, "The
Camp of Levi, or little host of the Lord ;"
and the largest, "The Camp of Israel, or
the great host."
The tribes were marshalled in subdivisions of three, each being
designated by a banner containing one of
the cherubic forms of the Deity. The Tem-

and Herod. The Jews speak of two that
have been, and believe in one, as described
by Ezekiel the Prophet, yet to come. The
Rabbis say " The third Temple we hope
and look for." See Three, Mackey.
:

Tetradites.

Believers in the occult
four, and in a
Godhead of four persons in lieu of three.
In this connection, the following figure is
worthy of examination, it being a star of
five points inclosing the three letters of

powers of the

numeral

—

the Ineffiible Name, but forming the Tetragrammaton, the Shem Hamphorash. This
figure has been claimed to represent the

God Head.
Tlieopascliites. Followers of Peter
the Fuller, who flourished in the fifth century, and believed in the crucifixion of all
three of the Godhead.
Tlieoricus. The second grade of the
"First Order" of the Society of Rosicru-

like manner, had three divisions
and three symbolical references histori- cians. See Rosicrucian.
cal, mystical, and moral.
The golden canTlieriog. The 613 precepts into which
dlestick had twice three branches, each the Jews divided the Mosaical law.
Thus
containing three bowls, knobs, and flowers. the Hebrew letters Jl»~in numerically exple, in

—

In the Sanctuary were three sacred utenthe candlestick, the table of shewbread, and the altar of incense; and three
hallowed articles were deposited in the
Ark of the Covenant the tables of the
law, the rod of Aaron, and the pot of
manna. There were three orders of priests
and Levites, and the High Priest was distinguished by a triple crown.
Three allusions may be observed through
the whole of Jewish historj'. Thus, Elijah
raised the widow's son by stretching himself upon the child three times.
Samaria
sustained a siege of three years. Some of
the kings of Israel and Judah reigned
three years, some three months, some three
sils

—

—

days.
Rehoboam served God three years
before he apostated.
The Jews fasted
three days and three nights, by command
of Esther, before their triumph over Haman. Their sacred writings had three
grand divisions the law, the prophets,

—

and the psalms.
In the Masonic system there were three
Temples those of Solomon, Zerubbabel,

—

See description of

press 613.

Thirteen, The.

Talilh.

A

Parisian society
claiming to exercise an occult influence
during the First Empire.
society of
growing proportions in the United States,
intended to confound and uproot superstition, with an indirect reference to Arthur's
Round Table and the Judas of infamy.
Thokath. rpi.n, strength. An expression known to the Brethren of the
Scottish Rite in the Twelfth degree.
Thoniists. An ancient Christian
church in Malabar, said to have been

A

founded by

Thor,

St.

Thomas.

or Thorr, contracted from The-

nar, and sometimes known as Donar. This
deity presided over the mischievous spirits
in the elements, and was the son of Odin
and Freyia. These three were known in
mythology as the triune deity the Father,
Son, and Spirit. Thor's great weapon of
destruction or force was the Miolner, the
hammer or mallet, which had the marvellous property of invariably returning to its

—

owner

after

having been launched upon

its

THREE FIRES
mission, and having performed
destruction.

its

work of

Tau

to the

the

Memphis.

to the

whose strands are of

A

Hebrew, or the
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cross to the

Christian.

Three Fires. Guardians of the Sixtyseventh degree of the Modern Eite of
Three-Fold Cord.

TORCHEEARER
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triple cord

diiferent colors;

it is

used in several rites as an instructive symbol.
See Zennaar.

itJ'n. The first month of
Hebrew civil year, and corresponding

Tisri.

months of September and October,

beginning with the new moon of the former.

Titan of the Caucasus.

The

Fifty-third degree of the Memphis Eite.
Topes. Pillars, also signifying towers
and tumuli. This is a corruption of the

Three Sacred Utensils. These
were the vessels of the Tabernacle as to Sanskrit word Stoopa, meaning mounds,
which the Eev. Joseph Barclay, LL.D., heaps, karns.
The Topes of the Karli
makes the following quotation " Rabbi temple, a Buddhist shrine, which may be
JosS, son of Rabbi Judah, said a fiery ark, seen up the Western Ghats from Bomand a fiery table, and a fiery candlestick de- bay to Poona, are presumed to be Phallic
scended from heaven. And Moses saw them, pillars placed in front, precisely as Solomon
and made according to their similitude " placed his Jachin and Boaz. Some travand thus comments " They also think that ellers state that only one of these pillars
the Ark of the Covenant is concealed in a stands at present. The pillars were shaft
chamber under the Temple Enclosure, and plain, with a capital carrying four lions,
that it and all the holy vessels will be found representing power and cat-like salaciousat the coming of the Messiah." The Apocrypha, however, informs us that Jeremiah
laid the Tabernacle, and the Ark, and the
Altar of Incense in a " hollow cave, in the
mountain, where Moses climbed up and
saw the heritage of God. And the place
:

;

:

shall be unknown until the time that God
gather his people again together, and receive them into Mercy." (2 Mac. ii. 4^7.)

The

sacred vessels, which were taken to
after the destruction of Jerusalem
in A. D. 70, and are now seen sculptured
on the Arch of Titus, were carried ofi' to
Africa by the Vandals under Genseric.
Belisarius took them to Constantinople in
They were afterward sent back
A. D. 520.
to Jerusalem, and thence they are supposed

Rome

Between these pillars may be seen the
lights all the Temple,
arched in the form of a horse-shoe, which
is the Isian head-dress and Maiya's holy
to have been carried to Persia, when Chos- sign, and after which the Roman Church
roes plundered the Holy City, in June, 614. adopts one of Mary's favorite head-dresses.
Thugs. A Hindoo association that It is the " crown of Venus Urania."
These pillars are prominent features of
offered human sacrifices to their divinity
Kali. It was dreaded for its violence and Buddhist sacred buildings, and when comthe fierceness of its members, who were posed of a single stone are called a Lat.
They are frequently ornamented with
termed either Stranglers or Aspirants.

Thurible. From Turis, frankincense;
metallic censer for
Ivos, a sacrifice.
burning incense. It is of various forms,
but generally in that of an ornamental cup
suspended by chains, whereby the Thurifer

A

keeps the incense burning and difiiises the
perfume.
Thurifer. The bearer of the thurible, or censer, prepared with frankincense,
and used by the Romish Church at Mass
and other ceremonials as also in the Philosophic Degrees of Masonry.
Thursday. The fifth day of the week.
So called from its being originally consecrated to Thor, or the Icelandic Thorr, the
god of thunder, answering to the Jove of
the Romans.
Tilnk. The sacred impress made upon
the forehead of the Brahman, like unto the
;

ness.

great

window which

honeysuckles. The oldest monument hitherto discovered in India is a group of these
monoliths set up by Asoka in the middle
of the third century B.C. They
were all alike in form, inscribed
with four short edicts containing the creed and principal doctrines of Buddhism.
These pillars stood originally
in front of some sacred buildhave perished;
ings which
they are polished, 45 feet each
in height,
lions.

and surmounted by

The Thuparamya Tope,

in Ceylon, has 184 handsome
monoliths, 26 feet in height,
round the centre holy mound.

Torchbearer. The
in the

High Council

fifteenth oflScer

of the Society of

:
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Rosicrncians also known as an officer in
the Appendant Order of the Holy Sepulchre. One who bears a torch.
;

Trappists, Order of Religions.

An

order foauded by the devotee of secret
Count La Perche, in 1140.
Tredio. The king highest in rank in
the Scandinavian Mysteri^
Tree Alphabet. There are alphabets used among the Persians and Arabs
at the present day as secret ciphers, which
it can scarcely be doubted were original,
and ages ago adopted and recognized as
the ordinary business mode of communication among men. Among these the Tree
Alphabet is the most common. The Philosopher Dioscorides wrote several works
on die subject of trees and herbs, and made
prominent the secret characters of this alphabet, which became known by his name,
and was adopted and used by others.
The characters were distinguishable by
the number of branches on either side of
the tree; thus, tlie
is rew^nizable from
the SH, notwithstanding each has three
limbs on the left hand of the stem or trunk,
by the one having six and the other seven
branches on the right hand side.
As an example, here are nine of the
mvstic characters and their relative values
organizations.

TH

TEEE TVOESHIP

and the Persea to Athor, whilst the Tamarisk played an important ^ut in all the
rites and" ceremonies of Osiris and Isis;
and all who are orthodox will acknowledge
that Abram seemed to consider that he
could not worship his Jove till he had
planted his grove and digged a well (Gen.
xxi. 33). His Oak or 'Terebinth,' or turpentine tree, on the plains of Mamre, was
commonly worshippea till the fourth century A. c, and it is revered by Jews to the
present hour."' And again: "That long
ere Buddha or his saints were represented
by images and adored, long ere the caves
and temples of that faith had sanctuaries
for holy relics, tAefirst aefual sifmbol-vorship
he can fetice
that of the Bo tree, which he

m

describes as upon a b<M-relief in a cave
called the Jodea-Gopa (Katak, Bengal),
roving how early that worship was intro§
uced, and how pre-eminent it was among
the Buddhists of those days;" and says J.
G. R. Forlong, in his Birars of Life, or
Faiths of Man, "before Vedie dai/s; and
can be found in almost every c;ive and
temple allied to the Phallic &ith as certainly as can be found ever standing at the
entrance of these 'Houses of Gcd' the
Phallic pillar or pillars. It is the old story

whether we turn to Solomon's temple, 1000
c, or to the Karli Buddhist temples,
which gaze down upon us from Bombay to
Pooua, and which date from about "the
B.

y ii ¥ 1^ i ^ ^
ATHW.H TLB SHYI.
The characters in the lower line given
above are of relative value, and known as
the Alphabet of Hermes or Mercury.
Tree IVorsbip. The important position which this peculiar faith occupietl
among the peoples in the earliest ages of
the world is apt to be overlooked in the
multitude of succeeding beliefs, to which
it gave many of its forms and ceremonies,
and with which it became materially
blended. In fact, Tree and Serpent Worship were combined almost at their inception.
So prominent a position does Tree
Worship take

in the opinion of Fergusson,
in his absorbing work on Tree and Serpent
Worship, that he designates the Tree as
the first of Faiths; and adds that "Ions
before the Theban gods existed, Tree ana
Serpent Faiths flourished. The Methidy
tree was brought into the later religion, to

shade with holy reverence the tomb of
Osiris; the Sycamore was holy to Ketpe,

Christian era."

The Bael
triad

tree, as a representative of the
and monad, was always ofiered at

Lingam worship, and the god was commonly to be found under an umbrageous
Bael."

All nations, Aryans in particular, considered tree planting a sacred duty. The
grand old trees became centres of life and
of great traditions, and the character of
the foliage had its symbolic meanings.
At the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, at
the autumnal harvest, Jews are orderea to
_

hang boughs of

trees, laden with fruit,
round the borders of their booths, also
boughs of barren trees. The worshippers

TREE WORSHIP

TRIANGLE

addendum.

go to the synagogue carrying in their right
hand one palm branch, three myrtles, and
two willows, all tied together; and in the
left hand a citron branch with fruit on it.
These they make touch each other, and
wave to the east, then south, then west,
and then north: this is termed Hosana.
On the seventh day of the Feast, all save
the willow bough must be laid aside.
The Palm, as a tree, yields more to man
than any other class of trees. Nineveh
shows the Palm surrounded by winged
deities holding the pine cone symbol of
life, which there takes the place of the
Crux Ansata. The Phoenix resting on the

1039

in the Bible of the "Tree of Knowledge"
after Genesis, but to that of Life, or the
" Tree which gives Life," as in the Apocalypse ii. 7. This is also the Eastern name
and significance of the Lingam or Pillar ;
and when covered with carved inscriptions,
the Toth or Pillar in Egypt became known
as the " Tree of Knowledge."

Triangle and Square.
Delta was the

initial letter of

As the

Deity with
8.

1.

—

" Resurrection to eternal
four evangelists are depicted
in "an evangelum," in the library of the
British Museum, as all looking up to the
Palm tree. Christians, for a similar ideal,
erected a cross-bar, and placed an Alpha

Palm
life."

signiiies

The

and an Omega on

it.

synonym

the ancients, so

its

modern

It is

is

among

a type of the Eternal, the All-Powerful, the Self- Existent.
The material world is typified by the
" square" as passive matter, in opposition
to force symbolized by the triangle.
The Square is also an emblem of humanity, as the Delta or Triangle typifies Deity.

The

nations.

Delta, Triangle,

and Compasses are

The raising one
essentially the same.
point, and then another, signifies that the
divine or higher portion of our nature
should increase in power, and control the
baser tendencies. This is the real, the
practical "journey toward the East."

The interlacing triangles or deltas symbolize the union of the two principles or
forces,, the active and passive, male and
female, pervading the universe. (1.)
The two triangles, one white and the
other black, interlacing, typify the mingling of the two apparent powers in nature,
darkness and light, error and truth, ignoPALM TREE WITH

CROSS.

At Najran, in Yemen, Arabia, Sir William
Ouseley describes the most perfect tree
worship as still existing close to the city.
The tree is the Palm or Sacred date. The
Palm has always borne a most important
part in all the faiths of the world down to
the present day. The Jews ^ave the Palm
a distinguished place in architecture. The
tree and its lotus top, says Kitto, took the
place of the Egyptian column on Solomon's famous phalli, the Jaohin and Boaz.
The two trees in Genesis were those of
Life and Knowledge, and were probably
drawn from the Egyptian and Zoroaatrian
But no further reference is taken
stories.

rance and wisdom, evil and good, throughout human life. (2.)

TREFELS
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The triangle and square together form the relates to the law for man
naya," and relates to the
(3.), as seen in the Entered Ap-

;

pyramid

In this combination the

prentice's apron.

priests

and

;

the third, "

the second, " Yidiscipline of the

Abhidharma," and

forty-nine degrees.

pertains to the gods. It is estimated that
350,000,000 of people believe in these writings as sacred and canonical.
Sit lux et luxfuit. The
translation from the Hebrew Bible of this
passage, so oiten quoted in Masonry, is:
" And the Lord said, Let there be light,
and it was light.' And the Loixl took care
diof the light, that it was usefiil; and
vided the light from the darkness."
Protestant
Catliedral.
edifice erected at a seaport of Cornwall,
Eng., standing at the junction of two
rivers, the Allen and the Kenwvn. On the
20th May, 1880, the Grand Master of Masons (Prince of Wales) laid two cornerstones of the cathedral with great pageantry, pomp, and ceremony.
This was
the first time a Grand Master of Masons in
England was known to lay the corner-stone
of an ecclesiastical structure ; this was, also,
the first occasion on which the present

Three stones, two of
Trilithon.
which are placed parallel on their ends,
and crossed by the third at the top.

Grand Master had performed such a service, in Masonic clothing, surrounded with
his st&S and oflicers, in rich robes and in

pyramid is the metaphor for unity of matter and force, as well as the oneness of man
and God. The numbers 3, 5, 7, 9, have
their places in the parts apd points of the
square and triansrle when in pyramidal
form, and imply Perfection. See Pointed
Cubical Stone.

Trifels.

Trne Ught.

'

The name of the ruined

cas-

four miles from Madenbnrg, on a
mountain slope, wliere Sir Richard Coeur
de Lion was a prisoner for more than a
year, by decree of the emperor Henry YI.,
and until his liberation by the faithful
Blondel. Naught remains "but thirty feet
of the tower and some fragments of wall.
It is recorded that there may be seen entle,

graven deep in the window-stone of the
tower this mark : the passion cross standins
upon the square with an apex upward, and
having upon it an inverted TAU of proportionate size at an inclination of about

He

A

Trnro

the costume of Masonry.

Dfl. Thm, or nCn. Thme,
and Truth. This was the
name of the Egyptian goddess. This one

Trntli.

integriias, Justice

of the three great Masonic principles is
represented among the Egyptians by an
ostrich feather; and the judicial cfiicer
was also thus represented, "because that
bird, unlike others, has all its feathers

HorapoUo. The Hebrew word
an ostrich, as also a
council and the word HJ J"^i J^f^f, is interpreted, poetically, an ostrich, and also a
song ofjoy, or of praise; hence, " the happy
souls thus ornamented, under the inspecequal."
[i?',

ion,

signifies

;

THE TEIUIHOK AT ST. MICHAEL'S MOCXT,

LAKlt'S ESD.

Trinitarians, Order of.

An

an-

drogynous order founded in 1198, in the
time of Innocent III., for the purpose of
ransoming Christians from the Moors.

Trinity, Religions Fraternity

of
St.

tlie Holy. Instituted at
Philip Neri in 1548.

Tripitaka.

Eome

by

Tri, three,

third (Ecumenical Council, or about 60
The former Asiatic Indra doctrines
B. c.

having become intolerable, Sakya, a reformer in religion, rejected the god Brahma, and the holy books of the Veda, the
" My
sacrifices and other rites, and said
law is grace for all." These sacred writings of the Hindus were called the Three
Baskets the basket of Laws, the basket of
Discipline, and the basket of Doctrines.
:

:

first

basket

is

called "

from celestial
In the judgment in Amenti, the
soul advances toward
fruits

trees."

the

goddess

who wears

and Pitaka,
basket. The canonical book of the Buddhists, written two hundred years after the

Tiie

tion of the lords of the heart's Joy, gathered

Dharma," and

head

the

Thme,
on

her

ostrich

feather.

In the

Anubis

and

scale,

Horus

weigh the actions of the deceased. On one
side is the ostrich feather, and on the other
the vase containing the heart. (See next
page.) Should the weight of the heart be
greater than the feather, the soul is entitled
to be received into the celestial courts. The
forty-two judges, with heads ornamented
with ostrich feathers, sit alofb to pronounce
judgment. See £ook of the Dead.
Tryonlsts. Those Pythagoreans who
abstained from animal food.

TSAPHIEL
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Tsapliiel. ^X'SS- Mirans Deus, the
angel governing the Moon, in accordance
with the Kabbalistical system.

Tsidoni. 'JT If, Venator.
second

degree

A

term used

infre-

Tub Baani Amal

Abal.

Heb.

Tlpi:i, Justice.

step of the mystical ladder,
Kadosh, Thirtieth degree A. A. Scottish
Eite.

A

D'yV-

The first S3X SDy '^3 3iD. It is just to reward
known to the labor. An expression found in the Thir-

Tsedakali.

or Inquirer.

Tsoim.

quently to designate visitors.

name used
of

the

in the

A.

A.

A Seeker
TwentyScottish

Eite.

teenth degree A. A. Scottish Eite.
Turanian. One of the three historthe other two
ical divisions of religion,
and
being the Aryan and the Semitic,
embraces the two sacred codes of China,
viz., those of Confucius and Lao-tse.

—

—

u.
The twenty-first letter of the Engalphabet, is a modification of the
Greek letter T, upsilon ; it is in the Hebrew
and hieroglyphical,
J7y, or in the Chaldaic
the head of an animal with horns, hence
has a close affinity to V,
its symbolism.

U.

lish

U

hence they were formerly interchanged in
writing and printing.
IJnhele. To uncover, or reveal. Spenser, in the Faery Queen, says, " Then suddenly both would themselves unhele."
United Friars, Fraternity of.

A

society established in 1785, for the
" cultivation of a liberal and rational system of good fellowship." The place of
66
6P

meeting was known as the College of St.
The society was a charitable one,
Luke.
giving liberally to the poor. There were
a number of Colleges, the " London College languished, and finally died a natural
death about 1825." Mackenzie gives the
particulars of this Fraternity.

Universal Aurora, Society of
tlie. Founded at Paris, In 1788, for the
practice of mesmerism; Cagliostro, "the
Divine Charlatan," taking an active part
Very little at this
in its establishment.
day is known of it.

UniTcrsalists,
ciety of a

Order

of.

A

so-

Masonic bearing, founded by

'

UNPUBLISHED
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Retlf de la Bretonne, in Paris, about
and having but one degree.

18-11,

IJiipiiblished Records of the
A work thus entitled, edited by
Brother Hughan, was lately published,
containing many MSS. of value, theretofore
*'

unknown

Masonic public.
Many others have since been traced, and
the work of Masonic progress has a large
field in the near future which will be proto the general

ductive of great historic good.

TJpadevas. Minor works regarded as
appendices to the four Canonical Vedas,
and comprising the Ayurveda, on medicine,
the Dhanurveda, on archery, the Gandharvaveda, on music, and the Silpas&stra, or
Arthasastras, on mechanics and other pracThese were looked upon as
tical subjects.
inspired works and so classed.

Upanisbad.

("Mystic")

A

name

given to certain Sanskrit works, of which
about 150 are known, founded upon the
Brahmana portion of the Vedas, and containing the " mysterious doctrine " of the
process of creation, the nature of a Supreme Being, and its relation to the human
soul.
The older Upanishads are placed
among the Sruti, or writings supposed to
be inspired. See Sruti.

''Vpriglit

Mason, —

Man and

and given it strictly in charge ever to walk
and act as such before God and Man."
Admonition in the Apprentice Degree.
definition of Man is interwoven with
the triangle or pyramid, hence true and
upright. In S. P. Andrew's Radical Etymology, or the origin of Language and Languages, we find the following " Throughout the Indo-European family of languages,
the syllable ma (changeable to ?rae, mi, mo,
mu) means 'great,' and na (changeable to
ne, ni, no, nu) means
small,' as their

The

:

'

primal sense.

mean

Hence mana, mena, menu,

great-small,' and thence ' ratio
or ' proportion,' allied with tapering, the
cone, pyramid, or triangle.
The Latin
men-sa is 'a surveyor's triangular measuretc.,

' the mind,'
Latin, mensum/ Eng., measure; hence, Sansk., maiia,
manu, to think." Also see Jfan.
tJr. (Hebrew, TlJO-e.) Fire, light, or

mou-s, 'a mountain;' men-s,

i.e.,

Craft."

'

ing-board;' me(n)ta, 'anything conical;'

VAN RENSSELAER

'ratio;' Sanskrit,

md;

spirit.

Usages. The peculiarity of constant
intercourse between the kings of Israel
and Tyre pending the construction of the
Holy House, has been frequently commented upon. That this was so is evident from the old sacred Scriptures, as well
as from cumulative history by Josephus
and others. This ancient custom of intercommunication would not be so marked,
had these two kings ever met, yet during
the years of construction, gifts and messages seem to have led to the more intimate
custom of propounding problems and difiiHence the inducement to
cult questions.
speculate upon whether there was any secret tie between these two kings or merely
The customs,
friendship and business.
habits, and usages of the ancients are visible in every form and ceremony of Masonic
work, as well as in the instruction, except
where modern innovators have injured,
while endeavoring to improve, the timeworn yet mellowed services of the Brotherhood. One of the most beautiful expressions
occurring in the Catechism of Freemasonry is the answer to an interrogatory as to
the position of the hand in assuming the
vow of the First Degree to wit, " In accordance with ancient j/sajres the right hand
has always been deemed the seat of Fidel;

A

somewhat similar expression occurs in relation to the casting off of the
shoe; answer, "This was in accordance
with the usages of the ancient Israelites a
man plucked off his shoe and gave it to his
neighbor; this was testimony in Israel."
The shoe was the symbol of subjection
when sent by rulers to princes. (4th Book
Ruth, 7th V.) It was the symbol of humiliation and surrender with Germans and
Israelites.
The formal divestiture was surrender of title.
ity."

;

V.
The twenty-second
1, vau )
letter in the English alphabet
of the Hebrew, numerical value of six. Its definition
a nail, which in form it represents, and as a

Tagao, or Bagaos. Found

V. (Heb.

;

divine name connected with
cum splendore; the
and

being equal.
value is five.

it is

VfT, Vezio,

in the

Fourth Degree of the French Rite of
Adoption.

Yallialla.

The North Grerman

or

Scandinavian hall of the gods.

O in Hebrew
V
Tan Rensselaer, Killian HenAs a Roman numeral its ry. Born 1799, died January 28, ISSl.

A

native of Albany, N. Y. State, and de-

:

V. D.

A.

S.

scendant of the well-known old Knickerbocker family, whose name he bore. He

had held various positions in Craft Masonry,
but in 1824 he became prominent in the A.
A. Scottish Eite, to which he devoted himself for the remainder of his life, becoming
an Inspector General on June 17, 1845. Bro.
Van Rensselaer commanded the Supreme
Council that rebelled against the ruling of
Edwai:d A. Raymond, and thus was formed
another Supreme Body in the Northern
States,

whose

difficulties

were

finally over-

come, as were all schisms of every nature
of the Scottish Rite, on the 17th of May,
" Bro. Van," as he was familiarly
termed, resided during the last thirty years
of his life in the West, and died in California, an outlying suburb of Cincinnati, Ohio.
One more sincerely devoted to the cause
of Masonry, and without a day of relenting earnestness, will not in time be found.
V. 1>. S. A. { Veut Dieu Saint Amour.)
Four words supposed to be repeated by the
fraters of the Temple during certain pauses
in the ceremonies. While P. D. E. P.
refers to the motto " Pro Deo et Patria."
That is, the second
Veadar,
Adar. A month intercalated by the Jews
every few years between Adar and Nisan,
so as to reconcile the computation by solar
and lunar time. It commences sometimes
1867.

(mXV)

February and sometimes in March.
("Limb of the Veda.")
A collection of Sanskrit works on the
grammar, lexicography, chronology, and
ritual of the Vedic text. They are olderthan
the Upanishads, and are placed among the
Great Shasters, though not among the Sruti.
in

Tedaiiga.

and

Tessels of Gold

Silver,

for

the service of the First Teniple, were almost
numberless, according to Josephus ; thus
Vessels of gold
Candlesticks

.

.

.

....

Wine cups
Goblets

Measures
Dishes
Censers

Gold.

Silver.

20,000
4,000
80,000
10,000
20,000
80,000
20,000

40,000
8,000
20,000
40,000
160,000
50,000

318,000

234,000

Vestments for the priests
Musical instruments

.

.

,

Stoles of silver for the Levites

.

21,000
600,000
200,000

storage alone for so great a supply
of articles for Temple service would require
much space. The vessels and vestments
were always protected by a hierophylax or

The

guardian.

Veterans.

VOLTAIRE

ADDENJJUM.

Associations of

Masons

" who, as such, have borne the burden and
heat of the day " for at least 21 years' active

1043

—

service in the State of Connecticut, 30
years.
number of these societies exist
in the U. States, their objects being largely
of a social nature, to set an example to the
younger Masons, and to keep a watchful
eye on the comfort of those whose years are
becoming numbered. The assemblies are
stated or casual, but in all cases annual for
a Table Lodge. These associations perpetuate friendship, cultivate the social virtues, and collate and preserve the history
and biography of their members.

A

Viceroj' Euseblns.

The name of

the second officer in the Conclave of the
Red Cross of Rome and Constantine.
" Virtute et Silentio " and " Gloria
in Excelsis Deo," are significant mottoes of
the Royal Order of Scotland.

Vislinu. See Puranas.
Vitra. The representative

deity of
darkness in Vedic mythology, and the antagonist of Indra, as the personified light.
Vitra also represents ignorance, superstition, fanaticism,

and

intolerance, the op-

ponents of Masonry.

ToisIinuTUS. Those who worship
Vishnu, in white garments, and abstain
from animal food. Believers in the third
member of theTrimurti according to Hindu
mythology, in him who was believed to be
the preserver of the world, and who had undergone ten Avatars or incarnations, to
wit, a bird, tortoise, wild boar, andro-lion,
etc., of which the deity Krishna was the
eighth incarnation in this line of Vishna,
and in which form he was supposed to be
the son of Devanaguy and reared by the

shepherd Nanda.
{Francis- Marie Arouet.)
Voltaire.
One of the most famous of French writers,

born at Chfttenay, near Sceaux in 1694.
His early life was loose and varied. In
1728 he became infatuated with a Madame
du Chatelet. His literary works cover some
In 1743, government dis90 volumes.
patched him on a mission to Frederick the
Great, by whom he was held in high favor,
and in 1750, at the request of the king, he
made his residence in Berlin, but five years
later they quarrelled, and Voltaire moved
to Ferney, Switzerland. His literary talent
was most varied, and in invective he had
no equal. During his exile in England he
imbibed Deistical theories, which marked
his life. He was charged with atheism.
He was initiated in the Lodge of the Nine
Sisters, at Paris, February 7, 1778, in the
presence of Franklin and others distinguished in Masonry. Died May 30, 1778,
which gave rise to a memorable Lodge of
Sorrow held ou the succeeding 28th of November.

W
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w.
TT. The

twenty-third letter of the English alphabet, which originated in the Middle Ages, is a double v, and is peculiar to
the English, German, and Dutch alphabets.

Wahabites. A Mohammedan

sect,

established about 1740, dominant through
the greater part of Arabia. Their doctrine
was reformatory, to bring back the observances of Islam to the literal precepts of the

Koran. Mecca and^Iedina were conquered
by them. The founder was Ibn-abd-ul-Waliab, son of an Arab sheik, born in the latter part of the seventeenth century, and
died 17S7. Their teachings have been received by the Mussulman population of
India, and much uneasiness is feared there-

William, Emperor

I

'

j

I

of

Ger-

.A.n honorary member of the
lEiany.
Grand Lodge of Scotland and protector
of Freemasonry in Germany, his son, the
crown prince, being deputy-protector.

Wolfgang, Albert, Prince of
lippe Schanmbere* ^oiu. in 1699,
One of the Masonic circle
Frederick the Great favored and
sought at times to meet.
died in 174S.

whom

Woodford Manuscript. A

man-

uscript in the possession of one of England's most esteemed JIasons, Kev. X. F.
A.Woodford, editor of Kennim/'s Ci/c/opcedia
of Freemasonry, of 700 pages, London. Bro.
Hughan says it is almost a verbatim copy

of the Cooke MSS. The indorsement upon
M'allachia, Grand Scottish De- it reads, " This is a very ancient record of
Masonry, which was copied for me by Wilgree of. Found in Fustier's lists.
Wellington, Duke of. The "Hero liam Reid, Secretary to the Grand Lodge,
from.

of AVaterloo," and the renowned, was initiated in LodgeNo. 494, about December, 1790.

172S," etc. It formerly belonged to Mr.
William Cowper, clerk to the Parliament,
and subsequently to the historian. Sir J.

The

Pal grave.

" Westminster and Keystone."

third of the three oldest warranted

Lodges in England, having been chartered
in 1721. The first is Friendship, No. 6, and
the second the British, 2y"o. 8. Those assembling without warrants are only two, and
are numbered two and four, "Antiquity"
and " Somerset House."
Wlieat. An emblem of plenty under
the name of " Corn," which see in the body

Wound, Mason's.

society

Xicolai, in the
the Accusations
against the Templars, says that in a small
dictionary, published at the beginning of
the eighteenth century, the following definitiou is to be found, "Mason's Wotaid.
It is an imaginary wound above the elbow,
to represent a fracture of the arm occasioned by a fall from an elevated place."
The origin and esoteric meaning of the

founded in the third century, by a Persian
slave. Manes, who had been purchased and
adopted by a widow. It consisted of two
degrees. Auditor aud Elut.

phrase have been lost. It was probably
used as a test, or alluded to some legend
which has now escaped memory. Also, the
Master's penalty in the degree of Perfection.

of this work.

Widow, Sons of

tbe.

A

appendix to his Essay on

X.
X. The twenty-fourth letter of the
English alphabet and the last letter of
the proper Latin alphabet. As a numeral
it

stands for ten.

Xystus.

In ancient architecture a
long and open, but sometimes covered,
court with porticoes, for athletic exercises.
Xysuthrus. The name of the Babylonish king at the time of the Deluge.
According to Berossus, ninth of a race
who reigned 432,000 years. Also, Adraha-

sis

of Surippak, son of Ubara-Tutu, the

patriarch, to whom, according to the Deluge
Tablet, the gods revealed the secret of the
impending deluge, and who erected an ark
accordingly, whereby he and his family
and sevens of all clean beasts were saved.
Xysuthrus means "shut up in a box or
ark," from the two characters signifying
" enclosed," and "box," respectively.
In
Accadian he is called Tamzi (Tauirauzi

"The sun

of

life."

.

;;
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Y.
Y. The

twenty-fifth letter of the Engalphabet, and is derived from the
It came into use by Roman
Greek T.
writers in the time of Cicero, in spelling
words borrowed from the Greek.
The name of a class of
ITakstaa.
demigods in Hindu mythology, whose care
is to attend on Kuvera, the god of riches,
and see to his garden and treasures.
word said to have been used
Yalla.
by the Templars in the adoration of the
Baphometus, and derived from the Saracens.
Ifania. (Sankr. Yama, a twin.) According to the Hindu mythology, the judge
and ruler of the departed the Hindu Pluto,
or king of the infernal regions ; originally
conceived of as one of the first pair from
whom the human race is descended, and
the beneficent sovereign of his descendants
in the abodes of the blest later, a terrible
He is
deity, the tormentor of the wicked.
represented of a green color, with red garments, having a crown on his head, his
eyes inflamed, and sitting on a bufialo,
with a club in his hand.

lish

giants, the third to the under-world. Under
each root springs a wonderful fountain, endowed with marvellous virtues. From tlie
tree itself springs a honey-dew.
The serpent, Nithhoggv, lies at the under-world

fountain and gnaws the root of Yggdrasil
the squirrel, Eatatoskr, runs up and down,
and tries to breed strife between the serpent and the eagle, which sits aloft.

York, !Edward Augustus, Duke

A

;

;

Yellow

Caps;, Society of.

The

society said to have been founded by Ling-Ti, in China, in the eleventh
century.
Yezdegerdian. Pertaining to the

name of a

era of Yezdegerd, the last Sassanian monarch of Persia, who was overthrown by the
Mohammedans. The era is still used by
the Parsees, and began 16th of June, 632,
A. D.

Yezidee. One

of a sect bordering on
Euphrates, whose religious worship
mixes up the Devil with some of the doctrines of the Magi, Mohammedans, and
the

Christians.

Yggdrasil. The name given in Scandinavian mythology to the greatest and
most sacred of all trees, which was conceived as binding together heaven, earth,
and hell. It is an ash, whose branches
spread over all the world, and reach above
the heavens. It sends out three roots in
as many different directions; one to the
Asa-gods in heaven, another to the Frost-

Initiated a

of.

Mason

in 1766.

York, Frederick,

Duke of.

In-

Mason in "Britannia Ijodge,"
London, November 21, 1787. A commem-

itiated a

Masonic token was issued in 1795
of York having been installed
M. of the " Prince of Wales Lodge,"

orative

the

W.

Duke

March

22, 1793.

York Grand

Brother
liOdge.
Woodford says this is a short title for " The
Grand Lodge of all England," held at
York, which was formed from an old Lodge,
in 1725, at work evidently during the seventeenth century, and probably much earThe annual assembly was held in
the city of York by the Masons for centu-

lier.

ries,

and

is

so

acknowledged virtually by

the MSS. from the fourteenth century.
list of Master Masons of the York Minster, during its erection, is preserved, of the
fourteenth century and legend and actual
history agree in the fact that York was the
home of the Mason-craft until modern
times— the "Charter of Prince Edwin"
being one of the earliest traditions. The
Grand Lodge preserved its position in the
north of England until 1792, when it
finally died out, it having constituted other
Lodges, and a " Grand Lodge, south of the
"
Trent" (at London). All of the " York
Lodges succumbed on the decease of their
all

A

;

"Mother Grand Lodge." There has not
been a representative of the Ancient York
Grand Lodge anywhere whatever throughout this century.

Yug, or Yuga. One of the ages, according to Hindu mythology, into which
the Hindus divide the duration or existence of the world.

z.
Z. (Heb., t, Zain:) Twenty-sixth and
In
last letter of the English alphabet.
Hebrew the numerical value is seven.
This letter was added to the Latin from

the Greek in the time of Cicero.

Greek

letter is zeta,

f.

Zacchai. (Heb., ^^f.)
plied to the Deity.

A

name

The
ap-

ZADKI-EL
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Zadki-el.

The name of one of the Xo.

angels of the seven planers, according to
the Jewish labbins; the angel of the
planet Jupiter.

—

Zaphuatli-paaueab.

ZOAX

ADDESDl.M.

An

Appointed S. G. Warden in
Deputy in 1S39, Pro. G. M. in 1S40.

2-59.'

1S32,

Upon

the decease of the

Duke

of Sussex.

in 1>43, the E;u-l l>ecame the cliief ruler
of the craft, until March, 1S44. when he
was eleited M. W. G. M. He was Prov.

Egypby
the Egyj.ti.iu king under whom he was G. Master of Xorth and East Yorkshire
viceroy. The name has been interpreted fironi li!3o until he died, in 1873.
" Revealer of secrets."' and is a password
Zens. Greatest of the national deities
tian title given to the patriarch Joseph

in the old rituals of the Scottish Kite.

Zarriel.

The angel

that, in accord-

ance with the Kabbalistical system, governs the sun.

Zarrau-akar-ana. ("Time
out
the

with-

limits."')

According to the Parsees,

name of

a deity or abstract principle

which existed even before the birth of
Ahriman and Ormudz.
Zebiiloii. Son of Jacob and Leah;
in the exodus his tribe marched next to
Judah and fcachar, and received the territory hounded on the east by the south
half of the Lake of Galilee, including Eimmon, Xiizareth, and the plain of Butfmif,
where stood Cana of Galilee. Heb. ["3!,
Heaven, or the abode of God. See Jabui'i:;-:
Zechariah. ''The son of Iddo,"

bom

in Babylonia during the captivity,
joined Zerubbabel on his return to
Palestine.
leader and a man of influence, being both priest and prophet.
Zelator. The first degree in the First
Order of the Rosicrucian Society.
Zemzeiu. The holy well in Mecca,
Zeitaua. The inner portion of a gentleman's house in India, devoted to the use
of females. In contrast with the front or
gentleman's portion, it is devoid of comforts.
Each woman has a small cell, on
second or third story, fronting on the inner
court of the square structure.

who

A

Zend Avestsu

^"Commentary and

text.")
The Bible ot the ancient Persians and of the modern Parsees or Guebers, who number about 7000 in Persia
and 200,000 in India.
It is ascribed to
Zoroaster (see Zend Avesta, Mackey),
who is said to have written 2,000,000
verses, covering 12,000 cowskiu parch-

In its present fragmentary state it
consists of the Vendidad, of 22 chapters,
being the one surviving part (the 20tb) of
an original work of 21 parts ; the I'otHa,
of 72 chapters ; the ^Isparad, of 23 chapters ; 24 sections called Yas/its, and a few
ments.

of Greece, son of Chronos and Ehea, brother of
Poseidon and Hera, and
husband of the latter.
worehipped in
Mostly
Crete, Arcadia, and Podona. Finally the great
Hellenic divinity, identified with Jupiter of the
Romans and Amon of the
Libyans. Zeus w:is represented as of niaiesuc
form, holding in one hand
a sceptre, and in the other a thunderbolt,
signified by the above symbol.
"Zl. In the Izdubar legends, a kind of
spiritual essence residing in every organic
thing, each created object having its special
Zi, of which the Supreme Being was a
more exalted genus. Zi was also by a
parity of reasoning regarded as the soul
of man, and even man himself.
Zieu or Ziggstra. The AccaJian
name for primseval matter.
Zif. (lyar) 1"}<. The eighth month
of the civil and the second of the sacred
year of the Hebrews, commencing on the
first of the new moon in the month of
April. The name of this mouth is mentioned but once in the Scriptures, and then
as relating to the date of the commencement of Solomon's Temple. The month
Bui, or Marchesvaii, is mentioned as the
date of the completion of the Temple.
Zillali. Wife of Lamech, motiier of
Tubal Cain and Kaamah. One of the few
females mentioned as of the antediluvian
period.

Ziuzendorf, Coniit von. Xico>
laiis L.ndwig. Founder of the existing sect of Moravian bretliren ; also of a

society which he called the
"Order of the "Grain of Mustard-Seed."
He was ordained bishop of the Moravians
in 1737, at request of King Frederick William I. of Prussia, went to Loudon, and
fragments.
was received by Wesley. In 1741 proZeraias. One of the three ofiScers ceeded to Bethleheni, in America, and
appointed by king Solomon to superintend founded the Moravian settlements.
A
the hewing of the timbers in the forests of prolific autlior of a hundred volumes.
Lebanon.
Born at Dresden 1700, died 1700.
Zetland,
Thoiuassi
Diiiidas,
Zitlieru. An instrument of music of
Earl of. One of the most noted of the 2S strings drawn over a shallow box both
noblemen of England, born in 1795, and hands are employed in playing on it.
initiated in the " Prince of Wales Lodge,
Zoau. An Egyptian town, known to
religious

;

;

ZODIAC

ADDENDUM.

the Greeks as Taiiais, presumed to have
been founded 3700 B. c, and probably
the residence of the Pharaohs of the

Exodus.

Zodiac.

Many

of the Egyptian tem-

ples contain astronomical representations
notably those of Esneh, Contra Latopolis,
and Denderah, were famous for their zodiacal ceilings. Antiquity was accorded to

the records of the Egyptian empire by
calculations made from the positions of
the stars on the monuments and on these
ceilings.
Closer criticism now reveals
these positions to be fanciful and the data
unreliable.
The zodiac of Denderah has
been removed to Paris, where it forms the
chief ornament of the museum of the
Louvre.
Those remaining in Egypt are
suffering from deterioration.
Crosses will
be found to be a portion of five of the
signs of the zodiac.
Zoliar. (Heb. "IHT; splendor.) After
the surrender of Jerusalem, through the
victory of Vespasian, among the fugitives
was Rabbi Simon Ben Jochai, who re-

mained an Anchorite for twelve years,
became visionary, and believed he was
His son.
visited by the prophet Elias.
Rabbi Eliezer, and his clerk, Rabbi Abba,

when

visiting himself, took

down

his pro-

nounced divine precepts, which were in
time gathered and formed into the famous

ZUNI
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Sohar or Zohar.
From this work, the
Sepher Jetzirah, and the Commentary of the
Ten Serphiroth was formed the Kabbala. The
Zohar, its history, and as well that of its
author, overflow with beautiful yet ideal
mysticism.
(" The Illuminated.")
Zoliariti.
society founded by Jacob Franck at the
beginning of the last century.
Zonar. The symbolic girdle of the
Christians and Jews worn in the Levant,
as a mark of distinction, that they may
be known from the Mohammedans.
Zsctaolike, J.
D. One of the
most eminent Masons and German authors
known to this century. Born at Magdeburg, 1771, died 1848.
Ziini Indians. A tribe inhabiting

A

H.

New

Mexico, U. S., whose mystic services
have attracted the attention of Masonic
scholars in consequence of their similarity
to those in vogue by the Masonic fraternity.

These Indians have a formal

relig-

ious initiation, in which the suppliant
kneels at the altar to take his vows, after
being received upon the point of an instrument of torture to the flesh. Among
their forms and ceremonies are facing the
east, circumambulation, tests of endurance,
and being peculiarly clothed. Incense is
burned, and the sun worshipped at its
rising.

!
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Artisan, Cliief, 951.

945.

XX)

Aaron's Band, 945.
Abueiscus, 945.
Abazar, it45.
Abchal, 945.
Abdiel, 945.
Abditorium, 94o.
AbercorQ, Enil of, 945.
Abib, 945.
Abibala, 94o.
Acacia, 945.
Acad4mie des Illumines d'Avignon, 945.

Adam, 94o.
KadmoD,

946.

Affiliate, Free, 947.

Arundel, Thomas Howard, Enrl

Bucliauan MS.,

of, 951.

Aryan, 931.

Buddhism,

Asarota, 951.
Ases, yTil.
Asia, 951.
Assyrian Architecture, 951.
Astrology, 951.
Atossa, 951.

Bui, 956.

South, 947.
African Brotherhood, 947.
Agathopades, 947.

Agenda, 947.
Ahab, 947.
Alaska, 947.
Allah, 947.

957.
• Caaba, or Kaabii, 957.
Cadet-Uassioourt, Charles Lou-

Atthakatha, 9r>l.
Audi, Vide, Tace, 9ol.

AmalSagghi, 94S.
Amaranth, Order of

Auger, 951.
Augustus William,

Calendar, 958.

Amenti, 94S.

Amor Honores

Prince of

Avatar, 95:J.
Avis of Portugal, 952.

Calid, 958.
Canoellorius, 95S.
Ciinopy, (.'elestial, 958.
CantiUevers, 959.
Capitular Statistics, 959.

Axe, 952.

Capripede, Ratur et Luoi Fuge,

Azariah, 95:!.
Azazel, 95l!.

Capuchin, 959.

959.
Cai-melites, 959.
Caipontci-s, Owler of, 959.
Carthusians, 959.
Cartulary, 959.
C'aryatides, 959.
Catacombs, 959.

Aztec Writings, 952.
Azure, 952.

Amru,

Roger, 952.
Bactylea, 952.
Bahi-dt,

K.

94ti.

Amsliaspands, 948.
Anakiui, 948.

Ancientand Primitive Rite, 948.

Anima Mundi, 948.
Anno Egyptiaco, 948.

Basilica, 953.
Batli Kol, 953.

Benakar, 954.

Arabic!, 949.

Benefit Societies, 954.
of, 949.

An

ism,
S.,

Book of Mormon,

Arianism, 949.

niasims, 955.
Bosonian, The, 955.
Boswell, John, 955.
Box of Fraternal .\asistanoe,955.
Brazen Laver, 955.
Pillars, 955.
Bridge, 955.

Ariel, 949.

950.

Armor,

950.

Aroba, 950.

of,

and Symbol-

9(i2.

Points," 962.

Black, 9ii3.
Red, 963.
Green, 9(1.3.

Arehimagus, 949.
Architect, Engineer and, 949.
Argonauts, Order of, 949.

Arkansas, 949.
Ark Mariner, Royal, Jewel

9(i0.

Chromatic Calendar, " The Five

954.
Bible, 954.
Bochim, 954.

Arcade de la Pelleterie, 949.
Archaeology, Masonic, 949.

Old,

Characteristics, 960.
960.
Cliina, 962.
Chinese Classics

Benevolent Institutions, U.

949.

i>iiO.

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,

Cherubim or Kerubimand Ark,

Apron, Washington's, 948.

Abbey

'

Ceritfweu, 960.
Chaldean Cylinder,

"

Battery, 953.
Benai, 953.

Arbrontli,

9(i0.

Cenephorus, Ihh.

Bauuer Bearer, 953.
Banneret, 953.
Bar, Mitzvah, 953.
Barbati Fratres, 953.

Anubiii or Auepu, 948.
Apex, Rite of, 948.
Apia, 948.

Aranyaka,

Catechumen,

Cathari, Society of the, 960.

¥., 952.

Balder and Baidur, 952.
Baud, 953.

Justitia, 948.

of,

957.

B9o2.
) Bacon,
the, 948.

Military Oixler

Cahitiuva,

in, 947.

Al-Sirat, 948.

957.

is,

Auditors, 951.
Auffseher, 951.

Azrael, 952.

Alliance, Sacred, 947.
Alphabet, Number of Iietters

'.i.m.

955.

Bull, 956.
Buri, or Bure, 956.

Prussia, 951.
Aurora, 951.

Africa, 947.

Brithering, 955.
Brothers of the Bridge, 955.

954.

of the Dead, 954.
of the Fraternity of Stone-

White, 963.
Yellow, 963, „
Chronology, Hebrew.
brfin V/iroiioloij!/.
Circuit, 963.

(Mavel, T. BegHc,,963.
Cleclie, 964.
,.
College, 964.
Colleges, Irish, 964.

CoUocatio,

!Hi4.
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Colored Fraternities, 964.
Companions, The Twelve, 964.
Connecticut,

9t!4.

Conventions or Congresses, 9C4.
Conversi. See Barbali Fratres.
Cerium, 965.
Coronet, Ducal, 965.
Cosmist, 965.
Cottyto, Mysteries of, 965.
Council of Allied Masonic De-

972.
Irish, 972.

Craft Statistics, 965.

Crata Repoa, 965.
Cresset, 966.
Crimson, 966.
Crosier, 966.
Crosses, 966.
Crowns, 966.

Cumulation of Kites, 966.
Cyrus, King. See Persia.

D967.
, Daetyli,

967.

Daedalus, 967.
Dagraim, Hubert, 967.
Dagrau, Louis, 967.
Dakota, 967.
Dalmatic, 967.
967.

Daniel, 967.

of, 979.
Goetia, 979.

972.
England, 972.
The First Record of Grand
Lodge of, 972.
Enochian Alphabet, 973.
En Soph, 973.
Eostre, 973.
Eriking, 973.
Espgrance, 973.
Ethanim, or Tisri, 973.
Europe, 973.
Eva, 973.
Evangelicon, 973.
Evates, 973.
Eveilles, Secte des, 973.
Evergeten, Bund der, 973.
Evora, Knights of, 973.
Excalibar, 974.

Exegetical and PhUanthropical
Society, 974.

Darakiel, 967.

Expert, Perfect, 974.
Sublime English, 974.

Divining Rod or Pedum, 969.
Dodd's Constitutions, 969.
Domine Deus Meus, 969.
Dominicans, Order of, 969.
Dove, Knights and Ladies, 969.
Dowland Manuscript, 969.
Drops, Three, 969.
Due Examination, 969.
Dyaus, 969.

Dye na

Sore, 969.

E969.
,

Ebal, 969.

Eban Bohan,

970.

Eben-Ezer, 970.
Eblis, 970.

Ecbatana, 970.
Eclectic (Bund or) Union, 970.
Ecossais d' Angers, or Ecossais

d'Alcidony, 970.

Fanaticism, 975.
Fanor, 975.
Favorite Brother of Solomon,
975.

Feix-Feax, 975.
Felicity, Order of, 975.
Feuillants, 975.
Fidelity of Baden Durlach, Order of, 975.

Field Lodge, 975.
Findel, J. G., 975.
Firrao, Joseph, 975.
Florian, Squin de, 975.

980.

Grand Chapter.

See Connecli-

cut.

Director of the Ceremonies,
981.
Elect, Perfect and Sublime
Mason, 981.
Gravelot, 981.
Grumbach, Sylvester, 981.
Gymnosophists, 981.
Gypsies, 981.

Habin,

or Jabamiah, 982.

Hacquet, G., 982.
Hafedha, 982.
Hallelujah, 982.

Halliwell MS., 982.
Hamaliel, 982.
Hamilton, Hon. Robert M. A.,
M.D., 982.
Hands, United, 982.
Haphtziel, 982.
Har, 982.
Harbinger, 982.
Haruspices, Order of, 982.

Hebrew Chronology,

Frey, or Freia, 978.

G.

,

978.
Gabriel, 978.

982.

978.

Hermanclad, The, 983.
Hermetic Philosophy, 983.
Herring, James, 983.
Hesse Cassel, 983.

Hibbut-Hakkeber, 984.
Hieronymites, 984.
Hierophant, or Mystagogue,
984.

Hierophylax, 984.

Hiram,

984.
Hittites, 984.
Hoben, 985.
Hodin, 985.

Holy

City, Knights of the, 985.
985.
985.
Hospitaller, 985.
Houel, 985.
Hughan,
James, 985.
Hur, 985.

Hom,

Gangler, 979.
Gaudin, Theobald, 979.
Gerbier, Doctor, 979.

981.

982.

Habramah

Faith, 983.
Heler, A., 983.

Forty, 975.
Forty-two, 975.
Lettered Name, 975.
Four New Years, 975.
Old Lodges, 976.
France, 976.
Franks, Order of, Regenerated,

Fylfot, 978.

6G

980.

Grain of Mustard, Order of the,

Hayti, 982.

Fort Hiram, 975.

Fund, Grand Masters',

Months, 971.

Gonfalon, 980.
Goodall, 9S0.
Gould, Robert Freke, 980.
Gourgas, John James Joseph,

,

The. See Catechumen.
Falk, De Rabbi, 974.
Familien Logen, 974.

Prince, 970.

Elai beni almanah, 971.

Stole of Venice, 980.
Thaler, 980.

Gomel, 980.

H981.
Habakkuk,

F974.
, Faithful,

Kings, 970.
III. Manuscript, 970.
Edwin Charges, 971.
Eglinton Manuscript, 971.
Egy)itian Hieroglyphs, 971.

Golden Lion of Hesse-Cassel,
Order of, 980.

Exterior, 974.

976.
Edda, 970.
Edinburgh-Kilwinning Manu- Frederick Henry Louis, 977.
Freemasonry, Early British, 977.
script, 970.
Edward the Confessor, King, Fr6res Pontives, 978.
970.

Thebounah,

God and His Temple, Knights

Jehovah, 972.

Exodus, 974.

Deiseil, 968.
Deuderah, 968.
Desert, 968.
Diu, 968.

Binah

979.

Gibber, Gabriel, 979.
Gibeah, 979.
Gilead, 979.
Gilgul, Doctrine of, 979.
Glastonbury, Holy Thornof,979.
G. 0. D., 979.

Elohim.

Dao, 967.
Darius I. See Cyrus, King.
Decanus, 967.
Declaring Off, 967.
Degrees, When were Three Created? 968.

Ghemoul

Elements, Test of the, 972.

Emounah,

grees, 965.

Dambool,

Elai beni emeth, 971.
Elam. See Persia.
Electa, 971.
Elect, Depositary, 971.
Symbolical, 971.
Grand Prince of the Three,
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Homaged,

Wm.
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Khesran or Chesvan, 991.
Khetem el Nabiim, 991.
Khon, 991.

Lily of the Valley, 995.
Lion, Chevalier du, 995.
of the Tribe of Judah, 995.
Livre d'Architecture, 995.
d'EIoquence, 995.
Loki, 995. See Balder.
Louis Napoleon, 995.

Khotbah, 991.

Ludewig, H. E., 995.

I9So.

Kentucky, 991.

I-Colra-Kill, 9S5.
Iconoclasts, 986.

991.
Khepra, 991.
Kher-heb, 991.

Khem,

,

Idaho,

9S(>.

liar, 9};6.

Illaminate Theosophists, 9S6.

Imanm,

986.

Immaterialism, 9S6.
Impost, 986.
Incense, BegnIationsforuse,9S6.
Increase of Wages, 98i>.
Indian Calendar, 986.
Faith, 986.
Indische Mysterien.
Indian
Mysteries, 986.
Ineflable Triangle, 9Sr.
Inigo Jones MS., fS".
Initiate into the Sciences, 9SS.
Inner Order, 9SS.
Insect Shermah, 988.
Intolerance, 988.

Inversion of Letters, 988.
Invisibles, Les, 9SS.
Ionian Islands, 988.
Iram, 988.
Ischngi, 988.
Isiac Table, 988.
Israfeel, 9SS.
Itratics, Order of, 98S.
I.-. V.-. I.-. O.-. L.-., 988.
Ivory Key, 988.
Izads, 989.

Khurum-Abi,

Lufton, 995.

991.

LuUy, Baymond,

Ki, 991.
King of the Sanctuary, 991.
of the World, 991.
Kings, The Five, 991.
Kislev or Chislev, 992.
Knewt-neb-s, 992.
Knife and Fork Degree, 992.

Knight Evangelist,
Knights of
gelist
992.

La

of Asia

Luz, 995.
Lyon, David Murray, 996.

the Evanill

£uro])e,

Korah, 992.

Koran or Al Coran, 992.
Krause Manuscript, 992.
Krishna or Christna, 992.

Kulma, 993.
Kun, 993.
993.

Laboratory, 993.

989.

Jaaborou Hammaim, 989.
Jabescheh, 989.
Jabulnm, 989. See Zebulon.
f

Jafuhar, 989.
Jaheb, 989.
Jaina Cross, 989.
II.

and

993.

Labyrinth, 993.
LacepSde, B. G. E. de la Yille,
993.

Lakak Deror Fessah,
Lamaism,

993.

993.

Lamballe, The Princess

Jainas, 989.

James

Labrnm,

III.

of Scotland,

Lamma Sabactani,

of, 993.

993.

Lamp, Knight of the Inextin-

989.

Jaminim, or laminim,
Japanese

989.

guishable, 993.

Jeksan, 9S9.
Jephtliah's Daughter, 989.
Jerusalem, Heavenly, 989.

Lance, 993.
Langes, Savalette de, 993.
Lansdowne MS., 993.
Lanturelus, Ordre des, 994.
La Bochefoucault, Bayers,

Jesse, 989.
Jetzirah, Sepher, 989.

Marquis de, 994.
Lasalle, Troubat de, 994.

Jasher,

Faitli, 989.

Book

of,

989.

Jewish Kites and Ceremonies,
989.

Jezeeds, 990.
Jobel, 990.

Joram, 990.
Jordan, Karl Stephan, 990.
Joshaphat, Son of Ahilud, 990.

K,Lj

990.

Kabbalistio

990.

Mathien,

Jacques Etienne, 1001.

Le Marduk,

Laver, Brazen, 994.
Lawful Information, 994.
Law, Sacred, 994.

Lay

Brotliers, 994.

Lazarus, Order of, 994.
Lemierre, A. M., 994.

Lenning, C, 994.
Leontica, 994.
994.

Libert^, Ordre de la, 995.
Companion, Liberty, Equality, Fraternitv,

990.

Gabriel

1000.

Lesser Lights, 994.
Levit, Der, 995.
Liber. Liberty, 995.

Kansas, 990.
Karmatians, 990.
Kellermann, Marshal, 990.
Kenning's Masonic Cyclopedia,

Secret, 997.
Ecossais, Maltre, 997.
Ma$onne Mattresse, 997.
Majonnerie Rouge, 997.
Maconuieke Societeiten, 997.
" Macoy's Cyclopiedia," 997.
Macrocosm, 997.
Magazine, 997.
Magi, The Three, 997.
Magna est Veritas et praevalebit, 998.
Magnan, B. P., 99S.
Mahabharata, 99S.
Mahadeva, 998.
Mahakasyapa, 998.
Malcolm III., 998.
Man, 998.
Mango, 999.
Manichceans, 999.
Manichiens, Les Freres, 999.
Mann, Der, 999.
Manu, 999.
Manuscripts, Apocryphal, 999.
Old, 999.

1001.

Maria Theresa, 1001.

Martinism, 1001.
Laterau Councils, 994.
Masoney, 1001.
Ijatour d'Auvergne, Le Prince Masonic Colors, 1001.

Leo XII.,

Jubalcaia, 990.
Jubela-o-m, 990.
Judith, 990.

Mackenzie^ Kenneth S.

H., 996.

Marcouis,

de, 994.

Jochebed, 990.
Johaben, 990.
Joinrille, Chaillon de, 990.
Jokshan, 990.

996.

)

du

Kojiki, 992.

Labady, 993.

J

M,

Mafon, 996.
dans la Voie Droite, 997.

of the True Light, 992.
Knocks, Three, 992.

L993.
, Laanah,

Vraie, 995.

Lunus, 995.

992.

St, Jolin

995.

Lumiere, La Grande, 995.

995.

Libyan or Lybic Cliain, 995.
Licht, Ritter von Wahren, 995.
Lichtseber, Oder Erleuchtete,
995.
Lilis or Lilith, 995.

Literature, 1002.
Press. See Press, Nasonic.
Masons, Company of, 1002.
Emperor of all the, 1002.
Masora, 1002.
Masseua, Andre, 1003.
Mathoo, 1002.
Matter, 1002.
Maurer, 1002.
Griiss, 1002.
Maut, 1002.
Maximilian, Joseph I., 1002.
Mecklenburg, 1002.
Medals, 1002.
Megacosm, 1003.
Mehen, 1003.
Mehour, 1003.
Meister, 1003.
Memphis, 1003.
Mer-Sker, 1003.
Merzdorf, J. L. T., 1003.
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Meshia, Meshiane, 1003.

PIOIO.

Metusael, 1003.

Mezuza, 1003.
Millia de Grand Maison, A.

Paohacamac, 1010.
Palestine, Order of, 1010.
f

L.,

Palla, 1010.

1004.
Mistletoe, 1004.
Mitchell, James W. S., 1004.
Moabite Stone, 1004.
Moabon, 1004.

Palmer, Henry L., 1010.
Pantheism, 1010.
Pantheistic Brotherhood, 1010.
Papyrus, 1010.
Parikchai, Agrouchada, 1010.

Mohammed.

Paris Constitutions, 1011.

See Koran.

Mohrims, 1005.
1005.

Moloch, 1005.
Moore, Charles Whitlook, 1005.
Morana, 1005.
Mormon Faith. See Sook of

Mormon.
Morris, Robert, LL.D., 1005.
Mount Caf, 1006.
Mozart, J. C. W. G., 1006.

Murat, Jqachim, 1006.
Joachim, Prince, 1006.
Musical Instruments, Ancient,
1006.

I

•

S1022.
, Saadh,

1012.

Peetash, 1012.
Penalty, 1012.
Pennsylvania, 1012.
Pentacle, The, 1013.
Perfect Master, 1013.
Prussian, 1013.
Stone, 1013.
Periclyte, or Paraclete, 1013.

Sagitta, 1022.

Saint Andrew, 1022.
Constantine, Order
Sakinat, 1022.

Persia, 1013.

Muttra, 1006.

Persian Faith. See Zend Avesta.

Myrrh, 1006.
Philosophus, 1014.
Mysteries, Mexican, 1006.
Phylacteries, 1014.
Mystic Crown, Knights and Pike, Albert, 1014.
Companions of the, 1006.
Pinnacles, 1015.

N,

•

Pitaka, 1015.
Pitdah, 1015.

Naharda, Brotherhood

1007.
Naos, 1007.

Napoleon I., 1007.
Narbonne, Rite of,

1007.

Neith, 1007.
Nemesis, 1007.
Neocorus, 1007.
Nephalia, 1007.
Nergal, 1007.

New

Templars, 1007.
Nick, 1007.
Niootiates, Order of, 1007.
Nihongi, 1007.
Nonis, 1007.

Normal, 1007.
Nornae, 1007.
North, 1007.
Star, 1008.
Novitiate, 1008.
Nuk-pe-nuk, 1008.
Nun, 1008.
Nyaya, 1008.
Nyctazontes, 1008.

of,

Pitris, Spirits, 1015.

Pointed Cubical Stone, 1015.
See ChroPoints, The Five.
matic Calendar.
Point within a Circle, 1015.
Pomme Verte (Green Apple),

Order of the, 1016.
Pooroosh, 1016.
Portiforium, 1016.
Praxoeans, 1016.
Press, Masonic, 1016.
Priestly Vestments, 1017.
Prince of Jerusalem, Jewel

of,

1017.

of Wales'

1022.

Sabbal, 1022.
Sacellum, 1022.
Sacred Law, 1022.
Sadda, 1022.
Sadducees, 1022.

Muta, 1006.

1007.

ern, 1019.

Royal Arch Grand Bodies in
America, 1020.
Arch Masonry, Massachusetts, 1021.

Parsees. See Zend Avesta.
Parvin, Theodore S., 1011.
Passage, 1012.
" Passing the River," 1012.

Pax Vobiscum,

Revestiary, 1019.
Rite des Elus Coens, ou Pretres,
1019.
Rose Croix, Jewel of the, 1019.
Rosicrucians, Ancient and Mod-

Ruchiel, 1021.
Russia, Secret Societies of, 1021.

Parlirer, 1011.
Parole, 1011.

Moira, Francis Eawdon, Baron

1051

Grand Lodge,

1017.
Proclus, 1017.
Propylseum, 1017.
Psaterians, 1017.

PuUen, William Hyde, 1017.
Punjaub, 1018.
Puranas, 1018.
Purrah, The, 1018.
Pursuivant, 1018.

of, 1022.

Sakti, 1022.
Salaam, 1022.
Saladin, 1022.
Sandalphon, 1023.
Sardinia, 1023.
Sastra, 1023.
Sat B'hai, Royal Oriental Order
of the, 1023.
Saxony, 1023.
Schor-Laban, 1023.
Scori)ion, 1023.
Scottish Rite, A. A. See Svjpreme Councils.
Scroll, 1023.
Sefidd Schamagan, 1023.
Seijin, 1023.
Se'lamu Aleikum, Es, 1023.
Semelins, 1023.
Senses, Seven. See Man.
Sephora, 1023.
Seraphim, 1023.
Order of, 1023.
Setting-Maul, 1024.
Seven, 1024.
Shalal Shalom Abi, 1025.
Shalash Esrim, 1025.
Shaster, 1025.
Shebat, 1025.
Shelum leoka, 1025.
Shemitic, 1025.
Shermah, Insect.
See Insect

Shermah.
Shesha, 1025.
Shinto, 1025.

Shoulkain, 1025.

Q1018.

Al, 1025.
Quadrivium and Trivium,
,
Silent Brotherhood, 1025.
1018.
Cannes, 1009.
Inscription, 1026.
Oak Apple, Society of the, 1009. Qualifications of Candidates, Siloam
Simorgh, 1026.
1018.
Obed, 1009.
As
Sirat,
or Al. See Al-Sirat.
Quetzialcoatl, 1018.
Oboth, 1009.
" Sit Lux et Lux Fuit," 1026.
Obrack, Hibernus, 1009.
Sijel,

01009.
,

Odem,

1009.

Odin, 1009.

Ogmius, 1009.
Onech, 1009.
Ophites, 1009.

Order Book, 1009.
Oriflarame, 1009.
Ouriel. See Uriel.
Oziah, 1010.

Sivan, 1026.

Rainbow,
R1018.
,

The Most An- Smaragdiue, Tablet of Hermes,

cient Order of the, 1018.
Raising Sheet, 1018.

Ramayana,

1018.

Raphael, 1018.

Red Brother, 1019.
Revelation, 1019.
Revels, Master of the, 1019.

1026.
Softas, 1026.
Soli Sanctissimo

Sacrum, 1026.
Solomon's Temple and Serpent

Worship, 1026.

Son of Hiram,
Soter, 1028.

1028.
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Speculative Mason, The First.
See Freemasonri/y Early British.

Speucer Manuscript,

1044.

Wheat, 1044.
Widow, Sons of the, 1044.
William, Emperor of Germany,

Tree Alphabet, 1038.
Worship, 1038.
Triangle and Square, 1039.

102.8.

Squarraen, 102S.
Sruti, 102S.
St.

Wellington, Duke of, 1044.
" Westminster and Keystone,"

Trappists, Order of Religions,
1038.

Tredic, 1038.

Albau's Regulations, 1028.

1044.

Trifels, 1040.

Anthony, 1028.
Trilithon, 1040.
John, the Evangelist-, 102P. Trinitarians, Order of, 1040.
Statistics of Capitular Masonry, Trinity, Religious Fraternity of
102S'.
the Holy, 1040.
of Craft Masonry, 1029.
Tripitaka, 1040.
of the Order of the Temple, True Light, 1040.
1030.
Truro Cathedral, 1040.

Wolfgang, Albert, Prince
Lippe Schaumberg, 1044.

"Stellato Sedet Solo," 1030.

Xysuthrus, 1044.

Strasburs:. Constitutions of, 1030.
Strict Trial, 1031.
Stukely, Dr., 1031.
Sun of Mercy, Society of the,
1031.

Supreme Councils, A. A.

Scot-

Wound,

Sword, Revolving, 1032.
Svrian Rite, 1032.

,

Y

See Stalistics of the Order of the Temple.
Temple of Solomon, 1033.
Statistics.

Ten Expressions,

Tetradites, 1036.
Theopaschites, 1036.
Theoricus, 1036.
Theriog, 1036.
Thirteen, The, 1036.
Thokath, 1036.
Thomists, 1036.
Thor, 1036.
Three Fires, 1037.
-Fold Cord, 1037.
Sacred Utensils, 1037.
Thugs, 1037.
Thurible, 1037.
Thurifer, 1037.
Thursday, 1037.
Tiluk, 1037.
Tisri, 1037.
Titan of the Caucasus, 1037.
Topes, 1037.
Torchbearer, 1037.

of, 1045.

Yezidee, 1045.
Yggdrasil, 1045.

Unhele, 1041.
Fraternity

York, Edward Augustus,
of,

Frederick,

the, 1041.
Universalists,

of,

Duke

Grand Lodge,
!

Order

Duke

of, 1045.

Universal Aurora, Society of

of,

1045.

1045.

Yug, or Yuga, 1045.

1041.

" Unpublishetl Records of the
Cratl," 1042.
Upadevas, 1042.
Upauishad, 1042.

" Upright

Z1045.
• Zacchai,

1045.
Zadki-el, 1046.

I

Man and Mason,"

1042.
Ur, 1042.
Usages, 1042.

1035.

Tensio-Dai-Siu, 1036.
Ternary Allusions, 1036.

1045.

Yellow Cap, Society

1041.

T1033.

Yaksha, 1045.

Yezdegerdian, 1045.

United Friars,
, Tabaor, 1033.
Tablets, Engraved, 1033.
TaUth, 1033.
Taljahad, 1033.
Tammuz, 1033.
Tanga-Tango, 1033.
Tchandalas, 1033.
Tebeth, 1033.
Telamoues. See Caryatides.

104.5.
,

Yama,

Abal, 1041.

1041.
,

1044.

,

Tub Baanl Amal

TT

1044.

1CK14.

Yalla, 1045.

Tsoim, 1041.

U

Systyle, 1032.

Mason's,

Xystus,
X1044.

Truth, 1040.
Tryonists, 1O40.
Tsaphiel, 1041.
Tsedakah, 1041.
Tsidoni, 1041.

Turanian, 1041.

tish Rite, 1031.

Templar

Woodford Manuscript,

of

Y1042.
Vagao, or Bagaos, 1042.
J
Valhalla, 1042.
Van Rensselaer, Killian Henry, 1042.

V. b. S. A., 1043.
Veadar, 1043.
Vedanga, 1043.
Vessels

of

Gold and

Silver,

1043.

Zaphnath-paaneah, 1046.
Zarriel, 1046.

Ziirvau-akar-ana, 1046.
Zebulon, 1046.
Zeohariah, 1046.
Zelator, 1046.
Zemzem, 1046.
Zenana, 1046.
Zend Avesta, 1046.
Zeraias, 1046.
Zetland, Thomas Dundas, Earl
of, 1046.
Zeus, 1046.
Zi, 1046.
Zicu or Ziggara, 1046.
Zif, 1046.

Veterans, 1043.
Viceroy Eusebius, 1043.
" Virtute et Sileutio," 1043.

See Buramis.

Vishnu.

Vitra, 1043.

Zillah, 1046.

Zinzendorf, Count von, Xieolaus Ludwig, 1046.
Zithern, 1046.

Zoan, 1046.

Voishnuvus, 1043.

Zodiac, 1047.

Voltaire, 1043.

Zohar, 1047.
Zohariti, 1047.

Zonar 1047.
Zschokke, J. H. D., 1047.
Wallachia, Grand Scottish De- Zuui Indians, 1047.
M'ahahites.
W1044.
,

gree

of,

1044.

1044.

THE END.
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